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Balochistan Police Launch Training
Program for 772 Former Levies

Senate panel refers
ministers’ absence to
privileges committee

NEWS DESK:

Absence of the federal and state
ministers from a meeting angered
the Senate Panel and forced it to
refer the matter to the Privileges
Committee.

It also decided to take up the
issue withthe Senate Chairman
Sayed Yousuf Raza Gilani if the
ministers concerned failed to at-
tend the next meeting.

A meeting of the Sub-Com-
mittee of the Senate Functional
Committee on Problems of Less
Developed Areas had been con-
vened at the Parliament House to
review matters relating to the
Evacuee Trust Property Board
(ETPB), including the collection
of revenues, expenditure mecha-
nisms, relevant policies, and de-
tails of the board’s assets.

Senator Dinesh Kumar
chaired the meeting. The commit-
tee expressed serious concern
over the absence of the Federal
Minister for Religious Affairs and
the Minister of State for Religious
Affairs. In protest, the Commit-
tee decided to defer the agenda.

The convener Senator
Dinesh Kumar along with Com-
mittee Member Senator Nadeem
Bhutto, observed that meaning-
ful discussion.

DG ISPR says
Afghans involved in

major terrorist
incidents in

Pakistan in 2025

NEWS DESK:

Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) Director General (DG) Lieu-
tenant General Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry said on Tuesday that
Afghans were involved in major
“high-impact” terror incidents in
Pakistan in 2025.

At the outset of the press
conference, the military’s spokes-
person said that the purpose of
the briefing was to give a com-
prehensive overview of counter-
terrorism measures taken in the
past year.

This “is the only purpose of
this press conference, and I would
request that we remain focused
on counterterrorism as terrorism
is the biggest threat that is being
faced by the state of Pakistan
right now,” he added.

The DG ISPR said 2025 was
a “landmark and consequential
year in our fight against terror-
ism”, adding there were four rea-
sons behind this conclusion.

Saying that the fight against
terrorism was the entire nation’s
and was being fought for more
than two decades,

the DG ISPR further stated
that the past year witnessed “un-
precedented intensity in counter-
terrorism efforts”.

In 2025, he continued, the
state of Pakistan, as well as the
people, gained “complete clarity
on terrorism”.

“The state already had this
clarity, which permeated slowly
and gradually down[ward] that
these terrorists are khawarij [and]
they have no relation with Islam.
They are Fitna-al-Hindustan and
have no relation with Pakistan or
[the people of] Balochistan,” he
elaborated.

Fitna-al-Khawarij is a term
that the state has designated for
the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP), and it uses Fitna-al-
Hindustan for Balochistan-based
terrorist groups to highlight
India’s alleged role in terrorism
and destabilisation across Paki-
stan.

Lieutenant General
Chaudhry further highlighted
that in 2025, the world accepted
and acknowledged Pakistan’s
stance and narrative regarding
terrorism,

 particularly about Afghani-
stan having become a “base of
terrorism” operations.

Moreover, he said the last
year also saw “how the National
Action Plan (NAP) was reinvigo-
rated and how it was being imple-
mented”.

Syed Ali Shah, News Desk:

QUETTA: Balochistan Po-
lice has intensified efforts to
professionally equip former
Levies personnel who were
merged from “B-Area” into
“A-Area” policing, introducing
improved training standards,
upgraded residential facilities,
and modern welfare services
at the Police Training College
(PTC) Quetta.

Officials say the initiative
is aimed at strengthening law

enforcement, restoring public
trust, and promoting a policing
culture based on professional-
ism, transparency, accountabil-
ity, and public service.

According to police au-
thorities, 772 former Levies
officers are currently undergo-
ing training and using residen-
tial facilities at PTC Quetta.

The three-month training
program, which began on Janu-
ary 1, 2026, focuses on physi-
cal fitness, use of weapons,
marksmanship, counter-terror
operations, investigation tech-

niques, and legal awareness.
The goal, officials added,

is to ensure uniform protection
of life and property across all
districts,

improve crime prevention,
and build stronger cooperation
between police and communi-
ties through intelligence-led
and community-based policing.

Commandant Police
Training College, Shahzad
Akbar, said significant up-
grades have been made to im-
prove the living and learning
environment for trainees. Resi-

dential blocks have been mod-
ernized, a newly built mess hall
now provides hygienic meals,
and strict food safety standards
are enforced.

To support physical fit-
ness, a new futsal ground has
been established, while the
parade ground has been resur-
faced to meet training needs.
Decorative fountains and land-
scaping have also been added
to improve the overall environ-
ment of hostels and training
areas.

“These measures are de-

signed to enhance the quality
of life of our trainees and
make their professional train-
ing more effective,” Comman-
dant Akbar said.

“Once formally inducted
into the Balochistan Police,
they will be better prepared to
serve the public, uphold the
law, and contribute to lasting
peace in the province.”

He added that upgrades at
the Police Training College will
continue as part of a broader
effort to modernize policing in
Balochistan.

Ambiguity Ended, No More A, B
Area: CM Balochistan

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA — Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said
that long-standing administrative
ambiguity over law enforcement
in the province has now come to
an end, with the introduction of a
unified system across all districts.

In a post on social platform
X,

Bugti announced that the A
and B area categorization has
been abolished and the Levies
force is being formally merged
into the Balochistan Police under
law.

According to the chief min-
ister, the move is aimed at estab-
lishing a single, clearer chain of
command and ensuring consis-
tent enforcement of law across
the province. He said the deci-
sion would make state responsi-
bil i ty more defined while
strengthening public safety.

Bugti termed the develop-
ment an important step toward im-
proving coordination, enhancing
response capacity, and reinforc-
ing the rule of law in Balochistan.

Former levies Personnel During Passing Out Parade in Quetta.Photo By Balochistan Police
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Quetta City, Proposed Master Plan
Abdul Latif Kakar :
QUETTA:  The
mo un ta i n- r in ge d,
Quetta city needs a
comprehensive master
plan to ensure the so-
lution of problems
faced by citizens and
address the mega
question of climate
change.

Through the pro-
posed plan, scarce re-
sources would be
transparently and ra-
tionally utilized to
make it a better living
city in the country.

 For the first in the
history of the prov-
ince, the Urban Plan-
ning Development
(UPD) under the lead-
ership of chief minis-
ter Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan has
started the prepara-
tion of the master plan.

Geographical lo-
cation, looming threat
of natural calamities
including earthquakes,
drought, and floods,
the need for making a
comprehensive master
plan for Quetta city is
growing. Rather, it is
now indispensable to
make this plan, before
it is already late.

Geography and
Soil

Four main units
may describe the soils
of Quetta i.e. (1) pied-
mont plains (very
deep and well-drained
soil) (2) piedmont ba-
sins (3) salinity and al-
kalinity (4) gravelly
piedmont fans and
aprons bordering the
mountains and plains.

The central part of
the Quetta valley is
covered by a soil that
ranges from sandy
loam to silt loam. This
type of soil is good for
crop production.

At the margin of
the valley near foot-
hills, the soil consists
of sandy loam, mixed

with pebbles and rock
fragments and is suit-
able for vegetation.

In the Hanna val-

ley, the greater part of
the valley floor is cov-
ered by barren rock
bout crops of low re-

lief and dry mala bed.
The soil is re-

stricted to the narrow
banks and low ter-

races along the main-
stream.

However, the na-
ture of the soil in Belili

is silty clay which is
not suitable for culti-
vation.

Similarly, the

Chiltan surface has
soils that are predomi-
nantly gravelly loams.

The vegetation on
these soils si mainly
Haloxylon which pro-
vides poor grazing for
livestock.

Soil erosion
As far as soil ero-

sion is concerned, both
stream erosion of soil
and wind erosion is
occurring in the dis-
trict.

The stream ero-
sion takes place in the
piedmont plain along
the banks and beds of
streams.

Such streams are
Sariab Lora, Hanna
river, Habib Nallah
near Hudda. Wind
erosion occurs in the
valley.

This all requires a
review of the existing
plans and documents
and preparation of the
digitized base map of
Quetta with a protocol
for its updating.

A review of exist-
ing policies, proce-
dures, plans studies
conducted by donor
agencies, and other
relevant data. Current
and future population
trends need to be re-
viewed.

Transpor tation,
mass transit, and city
traffic management
and monitoring sys-
tem, housing commer-
cial, and industrial land
use evaluation of the
existing condition of
buildings and housing
schemes should be
thoroughly reviewed.

To be precise, the
city needs a master
plan on an emergency
basis to address the
looming threat of cli-
mate change and
natural disasters.

Modern Policing Training for
Former Levies Is No Longer

Optional — It Is Urgent

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm: Calls
for Resilient Climate Policies Surface

Chandni Kakar:

In the global battle

against climate
change, Balochistan,
Pakistan, serves as a
stark reminder of the
urgent need for cli-
mate resilience. The
province is experienc-
ing increasingly severe
weather events, a con-
sequence of human-
induced climate
change. However,
many residents mis-
take these extreme
weather occurrences
for regular fluctua-
tions, hindering recog-
nition of the escalating
climate crisis.

Balochistan
becoming un-
bearably hot

Balochistan is be-
coming unbearably
hot, with rising tem-
peratures transform-
ing heatwaves into a
year-round threat.
These heatwaves
pose severe health
risks, including heat
stress, dehydration,
and even fatalities. In

2017, Turbat recorded
a scorching 53.5°C
(128.3°F), setting a
record for Pakistan.
Unfortunately, fore-
casts suggest that tem-
peratures will continue
to rise.

However, the cli-
mate challenges in
Balochistan extend be-
yond relentless heat
waves. The province
grapples with devastat-
ing droughts and
floods, both of which
wreak havoc on homes
and infrastructure. The
floods of 2010 and
2022 left nearly 4 mil-
lion people displaced,
disrupting lives and
triggering food short-
ages and price spikes
due to their impact on
the agriculture sector.
The 2022 flood
in Balochistan

underscores the
looming climate

change threat
The 2022 flood

underscored the loom-
ing threat of climate

change over
Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage
is yet to be compre-
hended. However, it
exposed the
province’s vulnerabili-
ties and highlighted the
urgent need for effec-
tive management
strategies.

Balochistan’s an-
nual rainfall of just 200
mm barely meets the
needs of its parched
population. This water
scarcity adversely af-
fects food production,
access to drinking
water, and livestock
numbers, exacerbated
by climate change.
The severe droughts
of 1997-2003 and
2014-2017 forced mi-
grations to water-rich
areas.

CC affects
economy
Climate change

also decimated the
region’s economy

through the loss of
livestock. Between
2010 and 2022, over
1.5 million livestock
were lost, costing over
$1 billion and displac-
ing over 100,000
people, particularly in
districts like Quetta,
Pishin, Turbat,
Pajgure, and Khuzdar.

H o w e v e r ,
Balochistan need not
accept this grim fate.
It requires compre-
hensive strategies tai-
lored to its unique
challenges. The pro-
vincial government
must implement robust
climate change poli-
cies, emphasizing wa-
ter resource manage-
ment and disaster pre-
paredness. Learning
from the tragic dam
collapses of 2022, pre-
ventive measures,
such as effective wa-
ter reservoirs and early
warning systems, are
imperative.  Spreading
awareness about cli-
mate change and pro-
moting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices are

equally crucial.
Tree plantations
could mitigate

sweltering
temperatures

In a province
where tree planting
could mitigate swelter-
ing temperatures and
climate change im-
pacts, government ini-
tiatives should engage
younger generations in
green initiatives.
Achieving a resilient
future necessitates a
collaborative effort in-
volving government,
local communities, civil
society, and the com-
mercial sector.
Balochistan’s path to-
wards resilience be-
gins with a symphony
of collective action.

By addressing
these critical issues,
Balochistan can better
adapt to the challenges
posed by climate
change, ensuring a
more secure and sus-
tainable future for its
residents.

Editorial:
Balochistan’s decision
to train 772 former
Levies personnel under
the Balochistan Police
is not merely an admin-
istrative reform — it is
a historic correction.
For more than a cen-
tury, security in large
parts of the province
relied on a tribal polic-
ing system introduced
by Sir Robert
Sandeman nearly 142
years ago — effec-
tively one and a half
centuries back. That
system was designed
around tribal customs,
collective responsibil-
ity, and informal dis-
pute resolution, not
contemporary law
enforcement.While the
Levies force earned re-
spect within local com-
munities, it was never
equipped — nor trained
— for the complexities
of today’s crime, ter-
rorism, digital threats,
and urban policing.
Many of these officers
have never undergone
structured, profes-
sional police training.
Expecting them to per-
form modern policing
duties without proper

preparation is unfair to
them — and unsafe for
the public.

This is why the
ongoing program at
Police Training College
Quetta is critically im-
portant. It must go be-
yond parade drills and
weapons handling.
The former Levies per-
sonnel need compre-
hensive training in in-
vestigation standards,
human rights, evidence
preservation, intelli-
gence-led policing,
community engage-
ment, and the ethical
use of authority.

Equally important
is training in First In-
formation Reports
(FIRs), complaint han-
dling, victim support,
and documentation —
the backbone of jus-
tice. Without accuracy
at the first point of con-
tact, the entire legal
chain collapses.

Upgraded hostels,
mess facilities, sports
grounds, and struc-
tured welfare support
are welcome steps. A
secure, dignified envi-
ronment produces
confident officers —
and confident officers

make better policing
decisions.However,
modernization must re-
main continuous, not
symbolic.

 Training must be
supported with modern
equipment, digital
crime management
tools, body cameras,
forensic support, and
performance account-
ability.

 Most importantly,
officers should learn
that policing today is
not simply force — it
is law, service, and
trust.

Balochistan stands
at a turning point.
Transforming former
Levies into profes-
sional, community-ori-
ented police officers
can rebuild public con-
fidence, improve crime
prevention, and
strengthen rule of law
across the province.
But success depends
on sustained invest-
ment and a mindset
shift — from tribal
guardianship to profes-
sional policing.Reform
is never easy.

But in this case, it
is necessary — and
long overdue.
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Amnesty says 27th Amendment part of ‘sustained attack’
on judicial independence, calls for ‘urgent review’

Procurement of JF-17 aircraft
comes under discussion during

meeting between air chief,
Bangladeshi counterpart

Ex-nazim injured in IED blast
outside his office in Bannu

More markets, shops sealed across Karachi as drive
against ‘encroachments’ continues

NEWS DESK: After seal-
ing the entire motor-
cycle market on Akbar
Road, authorities on
Monday sealed the
automobilespareparts
market off M.A.Jinnah
Road near Tibet Centre,
as well as hundreds of
shops in other parts of
the metropolis.

The expansion of
the drive against en-
croachments — from
owners of roadside eat-
eries to traders who con-
tribute millions in taxes
daily — raised many
eyebrows.

Officials claimed
that as many as 86 shops
in the autospareparts
market were sealed be-
cause vehicles parked in
front of the shops for
repairs encroached on
the main road, causing
traffic snarls.

A similar reason
was given by the au-
thorities for sealing as
many as 115 shops in the
Akbar Road motorcycle
market, which remained
shut on Monday, as well
as dozens of other
shops in the city’s busi-
ness district.

Deputy Commis-

Rallies across AJK mark Right to Self-Determination Day

sioner South Javed Nabi
Khoso said that the
shopkeepers at Tibet
Centre had been given
warning three times to
remove encroachments
in front of their shops.

He claimed that
most mechanics and
electricians who worked
on the roadside in front
of the sealed shops were
hired by shop owners,
seeking to grow their
businesses. “Due to
double parking of ve-
hicles, the road had be-
come too congested, af-
fecting the flow of traf-
fic,” he said.

Shopkeepers told

to submit affidavit
A meeting held on

Monday decided that
any shopkeeper who
does not submit an affi-
davit providing written
assurance of compli-
ance with the standard
operating procedures
(SOPs) will not be al-
lowed to open shops.

It was decided that
shops which submitted
undertakings to the DCs
would be reopened in a
phased manner and any
establishment that vio-
lated the SOPs would
have its premises sealed
for three days.

The DC-South said

that after the affidavit
was submitted, any fur-
ther breach of the SOPs
would result in arrests
and the registration of
FIRs against the viola-
tors.

Officials said that
the authorit ies had
sealed as many as 196
eateries in different parts
of the city during the
past three days.

Karachi Commis-
s i o n e r
SyedHassanNaqvi told
Dawn that the city’s
antiencroachment cam-
paign would remain in
force, and that no shop
or eatery would be per-

mitted to place articles or
goods on walkways.

He said that the
crackdown would con-
tinue to curb the grow-
ing trend of encroach-
ments and obstructions
on footpaths, roads and
service lanes.

‘Action may harm
economy’

However, traders
dismissed the govern-
ment action as unneces-
sary, warning that it
would harm their busi-
nesses and the
country’s economy.

Muhammad Sabir
Shaikh, a former
officebearer of the Mo-
torcycle Dealers Asso-
ciation, said that show-
casing automobiles and
bikes in front of their
outlets is a worldwide
practice.

“ A u t h o r i t i e s
should have marked a
lane in front of the shops
for displaying motor-
cycles,” he demanded.

“The whole exer-
cise, under the guise of
an antiencroachment
drive, is simply aimed at
raising rates,” alleged
another bike dealer, with-
out elaborating.

NEWS DESK: Ral-
lies and seminars were
held across Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) on
Monday to mark the
Right to Self-Determina-
tion Day, with partici-
pants urging the United
Nations to implement its
January 5 resolution on
Kashmir as a prerequi-
site for lasting peace in
South Asia.

In Muzaffarabad,
P a s b a n - i -H u r r i ya t
Jammu Kashmir (PHJK),
an organisation of post-
1989 migrants from In-
dian-occupied Kashmir,
organised a rally that
drew a large number of
participants, including
women, children and
elderly citizens. The
march began at Burhan
Wani Shaheed Chowk
and proceeded to the
UN Observers’ Office
near Domel - the
confluence of the
Neelum and Jhelum riv-
ers.

Participants carried
banners and placards
highlighting flagrant hu-
man rights violations in
Indian-occupied Kash-
mir and demanding the
right to self-determina-
tion, which they said
had repeatedly been
pledged to the Kashmiri
people by the interna-
tional community and
India itself.

Addressing the
gathering, Legislative
Assembly Speaker
Chaudhry Latif Akbar
called upon the United
Nations to ensure imple-
mentation of its own

resolutions to resolve
the Kashmir dispute. He
said the January 5 reso-
lution provided a clear
roadmap for settlement
of the issue and that the
Kashmiri people had
been waiting for its en-
forcement for decades.

PHJK chairman
Uzair Ahmed Ghazali
said the people of Jammu
and Kashmir wanted to
determine their political
future through a UN-su-
pervised process, as en-
visaged in the Security
Council resolutions. He
urged the international
community and global
human rights
organisations to play a
more effective role in
addressing the situation
in the disputed territory,
including securing the
release of political pris-
oners.

Participants raised
slogans against Indian
military presence and re-
affirmed their resolve to
continue their struggle

for the right to self-de-
termination until their
demands were met.

Similar rallies were
held at several district
headquarters, while a
seminar was organised
at Kashmir House in
Islamabad,with senior
most minister Mian
Abdul Waheed, former
presidents Sardar
Yaqoob Khan, Sardar
Muhammad Masood
Khan, former premiers
Raja Farooq Haider and
Sardar Attique Ahmed
Khan, and APHC leader
Altaf Ahmed Bhat
among the prominent
speakers.

Separately,  AJK
Prime Minister Raja
Faisal Mumtaz Rathore,
who was in Islamabad,
attended a seminar
organised by the
Friends of Kashmir at the
Pakistan Institute of Par-
liamentary Services.

He said January 5
served as a reminder of
the UN’s unfulfi lled

commitments to the
Kashmiri people and
urged the world body to
take effective notice of
the situation in Indian-
occupied Kashmir. He
maintained that Kashmir
remained a disputed ter-
ritory and the Kashmiri
struggle, marked by de-
cades of sacrifices,
could not be ignored in-
definitely.

Meanwhile, speak-
ers at a conference here
on Monday urged the
international community
to prevail upon India to
implement United Na-
tions resolutions on
Kashmir. The Institute of
Strategic Studies,
Islamabad (ISSI), in col-
laboration with the Kash-
mir Institute of Interna-
tional Relations (KIIR)
and the All Parties
Hurriyet Conference
(APHC), organised the
conference titled “Janu-
ary 5: The Call for Self-
Determination in Jammu
and Kashmir.”

Altaf Hussain
Wani, Chairman of the
Kashmir Institute of In-
ternational Relations,
Islamabad, said there are
a number of UN resolu-
tions on Kashmir, but the
UNCIP resolution of
January 5, 1949, pro-
vided a roadmap to-
wards a solution to the
Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute. He said India knew
from the outset that it
would forcibly occupy
the Muslim-majority
princely state.

He said India ap-
proached the UN claim-
ing that the Maharaja
had already signed the
Instrument of Accession
with India and sought to
have Pakistan declared
an aggressor. However,
he added, the Maharaja
had already relin-
quished his authority
and fled the region. The
UN subsequently de-
cided that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir
should determine their
own future.

He said the UN
maintained the same po-
sition even after India at-
tempted to mislead it by
holding Constituent As-
sembly elections in the
region under its occupa-
tion and arguing that the
polls reflected the will of
the people to remain
with India. He encour-
aged the younger gen-
eration to understand
the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute in its true per-
spective and to become
future diplomats for the
Kashmir cause.

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
and Bangladesh’s air
chiefs held detailed dis-
cussions on the “poten-
tial procurement” of JF-
17 Thunder aircraft, In-
ter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said on
Tuesday.

The JF-17 Thunder
multi-role fighter was
jointly developed by
China and Pakistan. The
fighter has proved its
combat capabilities dur-
ing two military con-
flicts with India in 2019
and 2025.

The press release
issued by ISPR said
Bangladesh Air Force Air
Chief Marshal Hasan
Mahmood Khan called
on Pakistan Air Force
(PAF) Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmed Babar
Sidhu in Islamabad.

The Bangladeshi air
chief led a high-level de-
fence delegation during
the visit, it said.

“The meeting fo-
cused on strengthening

operational cooperation
and institutional syn-
ergy, with emphasis on
training, capacity build-
ing, and collaboration in
aerospace advance-
ments,” it said.

According to the
press release, the visit-
ing air chief was ac-
corded a guard of
honour.

Air Chief Marshal
Sidhu briefed his
Bangladeshi counter-
part on PAF’s recent ad-
vancements and reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to supporting
Bangladesh Air Force
through a comprehen-
sive training framework
from basic to advanced
flying

and specialised
courses across PAF in-
stitutions, it said.

“He also assured
fast-tracked delivery of
Super Mushshak trainer
aircraft, along with a
complete training and
long-term support eco-

NEWS DESK: Human
rights group Amnesty
International on Tues-
day said the 27th Con-
stitutional Amendment
was the “crescendo of a
concerted and sus-
tained attack on the in-
dependence of the judi-
ciary, right to fair trial
and the rule of law in Pa-
kistan”, calling for an
urgent review of the leg-
islation.

The 27th Amend-
ment, passed by Parlia-
ment after five days of
heated debate, opposi-
tion protests, and last-
minute revisions, was
widely criticised for abol-
ishing judicial indepen-
dence through the for-
mation of a Federal Con-
stitutional Court (FCC)
and introducing
changes to the military
leadership structure by
rewriting Article 243 of
the Constitution (com-
mand of the armed
forces).

In a statement is-
sued on Tuesday, the
rights body said the
Amendment was a “cre-
scendo of a concerted
and sustained attack on
the independence of the
judiciary, right to fair trial
and the rule of law in Pa-
kistan”.

It called on authori-
ties to conduct an urgent
review of the Amend-
ment to “ensure that all
its provisions fully com-

ply with Pakistan’s inter-
national human rights
law obligations and
commitments”.

It added the
Amendment “insulates
the president and heads
of the naval, armed and
air forces from account-
ability”.

“The Pakistani au-
thorities must immedi-
ately take all appropriate
measures to safeguard
the impartiality, indepen-
dence and safety of
judges, ensuring that
they can carry out their
judicial functions with-
out any inappropriate or
unwarranted interfer-
ence and any restric-
tions, improper influ-
ences, pressures and
threats, direct or indi-
rect, from any quarter or

for any reason,” the
rights body said.

It noted that the
Amendment violated
“international human
rights law, particularly
undermining the inde-
pendence of the judi-
ciary, right to fair trial
and justice and account-
ability”. It urged Paki-
stani authorities to “up-
hold their international
human rights obliga-
tions, effectively protect
the human rights of ev-
eryone in the country,
and ensure access to
justice and effective
remedies for victims, as
well as respect the sepa-
ration of powers and the
rule of law”.

Amnesty main-
tained that the 27th
Amendment had en-

sured the establishment
of the FCC, which “lacks
independence, erodes
judges’ security”.

It noted that despite
the Amendment’s “far-
reaching conse-
quences”, it was passed
through Parliament with
“no consultation with
civil society and oppo-
sition parties”.

It recalled that on
the day the Amendment
was signed into law, two
senior judges of the Su-
preme Court — Justices
Mansoor Ali Shah and
Athar Minallah — had
resigned. It added that
two days later, a Lahore
High Court had also re-
signed, referring to ex-
judge Shams Mehmood
Mirza. The rights body
said the 27th Amend-

ment “further erodes ju-
dicial independence,”
which it maintained had
been “already weak-
ened” by the 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment,
which was passed in
2024. It noted that the
26th Amendment was
“passed with similar
haste, in less than 24
hours in October 2024”.

It added that the
composition of the Judi-
cial Commission of Paki-
stan (JCP) — the body
responsible for the ap-
pointment of judges of
the Supreme and high
courts — was changed
under the 26th Amend-
ment. Members of Parlia-
ment were added to the
commission and judicial
members were reduced
to a minority, the state-
ment said, adding that
the “change in compo-
sition to include the leg-
islature of the JCP risks
politicisation” of the ap-
pointment of judges.

Amnesty noted that
the 26th Amendment
transferred “the Su-
preme Court’s original
jurisdiction — the au-
thority to hear cases at
its own initiation — and
advisory jurisdiction
and authority to provide
opinion on significant
questions of law or pub-
lic importance referred
by the president — to
the newly created Con-
stitutional Benches”.

system,” it added.
“The Bangladeshi

air chief praised PAF’s
combat record and ex-
pressed interest in ben-
efiting from its opera-
tional expertise, seeking
assistance in mainte-
nance support  for
Bangladesh Air Force’s
aging fleet and integra-
tion of air defence radar
systems to enhance air
surveillance,” the state-
ment said.

“Detailed discus-
sions were also held on
the potential procure-
ment of JF-17 Thunder
aircraft,” it said, adding
that the delegation also
visited key PAF facili-
ties.

“The visit under-
scored the strong histori-
cal ties between Paki-
stan and Bangladesh
and reflected a shared
resolve to deepen de-
fence cooperation and
build a long-term strate-
gic partnership,” i t
added.

NEWS DESK: The
former nazim of Bannu
district’s Domel tehsil,
Fida Muhammad Khan
Wazir, was injured in a
bomb blast outside his
office on Tuesday.

Asif Hassan, the
Bannu police spokes-
person, confirmed the
incident to Dawn, saying
that a pre-installed im-
provised explosive de-
vice (IED) was deto-
nated at the office gate
in the Domel Bazaar area.

they said.
As a result of the

explosion, his vehicle
was completely de-
stroyed, while the office
gate and the surround-
ing area also suffered
damage, they added.

It is worth mention-
ing that Wazir has pre-
viously played a leading
role in peace movements
against terrorism and re-
mained at the forefront
in forming tribal lashkars
to establish peace in the

Soon after it was re-
ported, a heavy contin-
gent rushed to the
scene, cordoned off the
area and formally initi-
ated an investigation.

Police and local
sources said the explo-
sion occurred outside
the main gate of the
former nazim’s office in
Domel Bazaar.

At the time of the
blast, Wazir was present
in his vehicle and sus-
tained minor injuries,

area.
On Tuesday, an im-

portant gathering of
tribal elders was ex-
pected to be held at the
same office.

 The former nazim
was on his way to attend
the meeting when the in-
cident occurred.

Meanwhile, tribal
elders came out onto the
streets and announced a
strong protest and harsh
response by gathering at
the scene of the inci-

dent. Further, armed in-
dividuals were also spot-
ted along the Bannu
Kohat Road.

The Bannu police
spokesperson said the
situation was being
closely monitored.

The incident comes
a day after a man and his
son, belonging to the
Hathikhel tribe, were al-
legedly abducted by
suspected terrorists in
Bannu. Police and locals
said on Monday that

Ahya Jan and his son
were travelling in a car
with their family to visit
their relatives in the area
when unidentified armed
men intercepted them
near Jhandokhel in
Domel, made them dis-
embark from the vehicle
and shifted them to an
unknown location.

On Sunday, a police
constable was martyred
when armed assailants
shot him in Bannu‘s
Kashfi Khel area.

Faisal Karim Kundi calls for dialogue
without preconditions

NEWS DESK: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi on
Monday said that while
PTI leaders talked about
negotiations, the party’s
incarcerated founder,
Imran Khan, was push-
ing the country towards
instability.

Addressing a news
conference at his resi-
dence here, the gover-
nor said that political is-
sues could only be re-
solved through dia-
logue, but talks couldn’t
be held on precondi-
tions.

He said that even
the prime minister had
expressed willingness to
engage in talks with the
PTI.

Mr Kundi, however,
maintained that mean-
ingful negotiations re-
quired seriousness and
responsibility from all

sides.
Rules out

governor’s rule in KP
He said that Afghan

nationals were found to
be involved in attacks
on the Police Training
School in Dera Ismail
Khan and FC Headquar-
ters in Peshawar.

The governor said
that the repatriation of
Afghan nationals was a
firm government deci-
sion and that Afghans
were welcome to return
to the country by obtain-
ing proper visas for busi-
ness or employment.

He reiterated that
the government’s stand
on illegal immigrants was
final.

Commenting on in-
ter-provincial matters,
Mr Kundi said that the
recent visit of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi to

Punjab was wrongly por-
trayed by both sides.

He added that dur-
ing CM Afridi’s visit to
Sindh, the province’s
chief minister offered
security arrangements,
and the

Sindh government
remained in contact with
the KP government to
ensure no unrest oc-
curred during the visit.

The governor ex-
pressed confidence that
the KP chief minister
would uphold the dig-
nity of his office.

He said the law and
order si tuation in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
was deteriorating and
there was a need for an
operation to restore
peace.

Mr Kundi praised
the KP police, particu-
larly Dera Ismail Khan’s,
for their sacrifices.
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Punjab Bar Council restores licence of lawyer Mian Ali Ashfaq
LAHORE  (INP):  The
Punjab Bar Council
(PBC) on Tuesday rein-
stated the practicing li-
cence of Advocate Mian
Ali Ashfaq, who is rep-
resenting YouTuber
Rajab Butt in ongoing
legal matters.

Punjab CM Maryam reviews progress on
Model Village Project

The decision came
a day after Justice Malik
Awais Khalid of the
Lahore High Court heard
Ashfaq’s petition chal-
lenging the suspension
of his license. The court
had also requested the
full  record from the

PbBC regarding the sus-
pension. In its order,
PBC Vice Chairman
Muhammad Ashfaq
Kahooti stated, “Con-
sidering the facts and
circumstances, and par-
ticularly the violation of
Article 10-A of the Con-

stitution of Pakistan,
1973, the license of  Ali
Ashfaq to practice law is
hereby restored.”

Ashfaq’s licence
had been suspended on
December 31 following a
complaint from the presi-
dent and general secre-

tary of the Karachi Bar
Association (KBA). The
PBC initially acted with-
out providing Ashfaq an
opportunity for a proper
hearing. The order fur-
ther noted that while
Ashfaq’s claim regard-
ing the lack of authority

of the PBC’s executive
committee was dis-
missed as “miscon-
ceived,” the council em-
phasized i t has the
power to reprimand, sus-
pend, or impose penal-
ties on any advocate
found guilty of profes-

Sindh govt assures full security, protocol to KP
CM Afridi on Jan 9

PM directs for preparing comprehensive
strategy to boost agri exports

University of Lahore girl attempted suicide
after getting low marks in test

sional misconduct under
Section 41(1) and (2) of
the Act.

Ashfaq had argued
in his petition that the
December 31 suspen-
sion violated Article 10-
A and the principles of
natural justice, as the

order was issued in his
absence without allow-
ing him to respond. He
also denied committing
any misconduct, calling
the KBA complaint “bi-
ased, mala fide, and mo-
tivated by certain mem-
bers of its cabinet.”

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday di-
rected authorities to for-
mulate a comprehensive
five-year strategy to
boost agricultural ex-
ports. He emphasized
that reforming the agri-
culture sector and edu-
cating farmers on inter-
national standards were
top priorities of the gov-
ernment.

The prime minister
was chairing a meeting
of a Working Group com-
prising private sector
experts. The working
group was established
to align the agriculture
sector with the interna-
tional requirements and
to increase the country's
agriculture exports.

"The federal gov-
ernment, within its own
jurisdiction, is undertak-
ing reforms in the agri-
culture sector and, in
collaboration with pro-
vincial governments, is
taking measures to pro-
mote agricultural devel-
opment," the prime min-
ister said adding that the
government was taking
measures to increase the
per acre yield of the
crops by providing farm-
ers with standard seeds,

fertilizers and pesticides
timely and at affordable
prices.

PM Shehbaz Sharif
pointed out that the
government was also
taking policy-level steps
aimed at processing of
the agriculture produce
to make them export-
ready goods.

Recently, he said
the 1000 Pakistani stu-
dents had been sent to
China at government ex-
penses to train them on
the modern agriculture
technology.

Pakistan has great
potential in the agricul-
ture sector, the prime
minister said, adding
that, within available re-
sources, investment was
being made in research
for agricultural develop-
ment in order to increase
per-acre yield.

He also emphasized
that the government was
taking measures to in-
crease the export of the
fisheries and horticul-
ture products.

He directed the rel-
evant authorities to
present the policy mea-
sures to produce palm
oil along the coastal
belt.

The meeting was
attended by Federal

Ministers Ahsan Iqbal,
Rana Tanveer Hussain,
Dr Musadik Malik,
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Attaullah Tarar, Minis-
ter of State Bilal Azhar
Kayani, Special Assis-
tant Haroon Akhtar, and
senior government offi-
cials.

During the meeting,
Chairman Working
Group Rana Naseem and
his team briefed the par-
ticipants on the issues
faced by the sector and
the future plan of action.

The meeting was
given a detailed com-
parative overview, at re-
gional and global levels,
of major Rabi and Kharif
crops in the country,
their average per-acre
yields, horticulture and
fruit production and ex-
ports, livestock, the
dairy sector, and all ag-
riculture-related sectors.

It was informed that
under a short-term re-
form framework,
Pakistan’s current aver-
age per-acre yields
would be increased
while remaining within
existing resources.

For this purpose,
the federal government,
along with policy mea-
sures and the provision
of quality seeds, will

LAHORE (INP):
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz
Sharif has reviewed
the development and
progress on Model Vil-
lage Project.

Chairing a special
meeting in Lahore on
Tuesday, Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz
was briefed that as
many as 224 villages
of Punjab are

rapidly moving to-
wards becoming mod-
els.

In the first phase,
every street in 469 vil-
lages of Punjab will be
made beautiful, bright
and safe through wa-
ter supply, drainage,

children's park,
footpath and
streetlights. The meet-
ing also reviewed the
progress on Punjab
Development Pro-
gram, Lahore Devel-
opment

Program, Model

Village, PHA, clean
water and rural road
projects.

Maryam Nawaz
instructed that every
development project
of Punjab should be
completed on time.
She said a live dash-
board will be estab-
lished and she will her-
self closely monitor
progress daily.

Maryam Nawaz
directed that for the
safety and conve-
nience of citizens in
Punjab, sewerage line
should be laid in green
belts instead of roads
which will journey
easy.

The chief Minister
was briefed that the
first phase of the
Lahore Development
Project has been com-
pleted and the second
phase will be com-
pleted by April 30.

Maryam Nawaz
Sharif ordered the

completion of the
Punjab Development
Project in seven cities
in April. Meeting was
told that new PHAs
have been established
in 11 more districts of
Punjab and the total
number will be 21.

Maryam Nawaz
Sharif has sought a
feasible plan to estab-
lish PHAs in the en-
tire province. She also
sought details of the
manpower and assets
of the existing PHAs.
Maryam Nawaz di-
rected to prepare a
resource generation
plan for the financial
autonomy of PHAs.

Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz
Sharif ordered the im-
mediate release of the
second installment of
the ‘Apni Chhat, Apni
Ghar’ project for the
homeless.Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz
Sharif directed to issue

work in cooperation with
provincial governments
to ensure effective ex-
tension services and to
acquaint farmers with
modern agricultural prac-
tices.

The meeting was
further informed that the
federal government will
work on a certification
regime for the process-
ing of agricultural com-
modities, which will en-
sure value addition of ag-
ricultural produce and
their derived products in
global markets, thereby
increasing farmers’ prof-
its.

A comprehensive
roadmap for reforms of
research insti tutions
was also presented,
which will ensure not
only increased produc-
tivity of existing crops
but also encourage the
cultivation of new and
profitable crops suited
to Pakistan’s climate and
soil.

The prime minister
appreciated the detailed
briefing by the Working
Group and directed that
a practical, effective, and
comprehensive roadmap
be prepared and in-
cluded in the
government’s reform
recommendations.

Railways launches major track upgradation,
expansion drive in country

KARACHI (INP):
The Sindh government
has decided to provide
full protocol and secu-
rity to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi during his up-
coming visit to the
province.

According to the
report, following the
decision, Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has extended
an invitation to Sohail
Afridi for a formal lun-
cheon.

The KP chief min-
ister is scheduled to
arrive in Karachi on
January 9 for a three-

day visit and will meet
Chief Minister Murad
Ali Shah at the Chief
Minister's House in
Karachi.

Sources said that
apart from Karachi,
full security arrange-
ments will also be pro-
vided to the KP chief
minister in other cities
of Sindh during his
stay. Sindh Minister
for Local Government
Nasir Hussain Shah
has formally contacted
CM Sohail Afridi and
conveyed the invita-
tion of the Sindh chief
minister.

The announce-
ment was made by KP

government’s Adviser
on Information, Shafi
Jan, who said the visit
aims to strengthen po-
litical and institutional
engagement between
the provinces.

During the visit,
Chief Minister Afridi
is scheduled to meet
representatives of civil
society and party
leadership and will
also address members
of the Sindh Bar As-
sociation, focusing on
key political and gov-
ernance-related is-
sues.

The Sindh visit
follows Afridi’s recent
tour of Punjab. On

December 26, 2025,
the KP chief minister
arrived in Lahore on a
three-day visit, during
which he held meetings
with party leaders, ad-
dressed the media, and
visited the Punjab As-
sembly.

During his visit to
Lahore, CM Afridi
met the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Punjab parliamentary
party to discuss the
prevailing political situ-
ation and future strat-
egy. He also held in-
teractions with senior
j o u r n a l i s t s ,
anchorpersons and
beat reporters.

LAHORE (INP): A girl
student of the Univer-
sity of Lahore (UoL),
Fatima, who attempted
suicide yesterday, was
still under treatment at a
hospital in Lahore on
Tuesday and her family
has so far not filed any
case with the police.

Police said that all
the medical tests of the
female student will be
conducted again today.

However,  a
prelilminary inquiry re-
port suggested that the
girl took the extreme step
after scoring low marks
in a university test.

 Hospital officials
said the student has
sustained fractures to
her arms, spine, lungs,
legs, and ribs, along
with serious head inju-
ries.

Police further re-
vealed that during the

initial investigation, it
emerged that Fatima de-
cided to commit suicide
due to a domestic dis-
pute. Police also col-
lected all the necessary
information from her
parents.

It is necessary to
mention here that Fatima
was critically injured af-
ter jumping from the
second floor of the Uni-
versity of Lahore.

The 21-year-old
student was rushed to a
private hospital follow-
ing the incident, which
occurred at  the
university’s Raiwind
campus. Police said she
was enrolled in the
PharmD programme and
hailed from Narang
Mandi in Sheikhupura
district. According to in-
vestigators, the student
made a telephone call to
her family shortly before

jumping from the build-
ing.

Police said efforts
were under way to ob-
tain details of her final
phone conversation to
determine the circum-
stances leading up to
the incident.

A university regis-
trar confirmed that the
administration was
aware of the incident but
said no conclusions
could be drawn until the
completion of an inter-
nal inquiry.

The registrar said
the student’s syllabus
had not been completed
and noted that scholar-
ships at the university
are awarded to high-per-
forming students at the
time of admission and
continue based on first-
semester results.

An initial report of
police inquiry revealed

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):Pakistan Railways
has launched an exten-
sive programme to up-
grade aging rail infra-
structure, expand the
network and restore
long-neglected sec-
tions, with the objective
of improving safety, re-
ducing travel time and
strengthening national
connectivity.

“The department
owns a total of 11,881
track kilometers and
7,791 route kilometers
across the country, add-
ing that nearly 67 per-
cent of the existing track
has become over-aged,”
an official in the Minis-
try of Railways.

Despite limited in-
vestment in railway in-
frastructure for more
than seven decades, the
official said, Pakistan
Railways has continued
to maintain operations
to ensure sustainable
service delivery.

The official said the
Ministry has recognized
the deteriorating condi-

tion of railway tracks and
is making substantial ef-
forts to improve infra-
structure through rev-
enue generation and
funding under the Pub-
lic Sector Development
Programme (PSDP).

Among the key on-
going projects, he said,
is the construction of a
105-kilometer new rail
link connecting Thar
Coal Mines with Chhor
Railway Station, a
project expected to fa-
cilitate energy transpor-
tation and promote re-
gional development.

He said that several
operational routes are
currently being up-
graded under PSDP-
funded track safety ini-
tiatives. These included
immediate and essential
safety works on critical
sections such as Tando
Adam–Rohri, Rohri–
Khanpur, Kiamari–
Hyderabad, Khanewal–
Shorkot–Faisalabad–
Qila Sheikhupura–
Shahdara, Sher Shah–
Kundian, Rohri–Sibi and

Kot ri–Akhundabad.
These measures are
aimed at enhancing op-
erational safety and im-
proving reliability on
major rail corridors.

At the planning
stage, the official said
Pakistan Railways has
proposed large-scale
upgradation of branch
lines with financial sup-
port from the provincial
governments of Punjab,
Sindh and Balochistan.

In Punjab, the offi-
cial said seven sections
spanning over 1,400 ki-
lometers are planned for
upgradation, including
the Shahdara–Narowal–
Sialkot, Raiwind–
K a s u r – P a k p a t a n –
Lodhran and Kot Adu–
Dera Ghazi Khan–
Kasmor Colony routes.

In Sindh, six sec-
tions covering nearly
1,000 kilometers—such
as Karachi–Hyderabad,
Hyderabad–Rohri and
Kot r i – Da d u — h a ve
been proposed for im-
provement. While in
Balochistan, the Sariab–

allotment letters to
allottees of ‘Apni
Zamin Apna Ghar
programme. The
meeting was briefed
that about 121477
loans worth Rs155 bil-
lion issued under
“Apni Chhat, Apna
Ghar” scheme and
65,000 houses have
been completed. It
was further briefed
that 700 houses are
being built daily under
“Apni Chhat, Apna
Ghar”.

Rs5.15 billion re-
ceived as installments
under “Apni Chhat,
Apna Ghar” project.
Maryam Nawaz
Sharif ordered to list
the scheduled comple-
tion time of the project
on the
bi llboar d.Maryam
Nawaz Sharif ex-
pressed anger over
digging in streets and
roads and leaving
them open.

Quetta–Kuchlak section
is also included in the
upgradation plan, he
added.

To further enhance
regional and interna-
tional connectivity, the
official said Pakistan
Railways has initiated
feasibility studies for
new rail links, including
a possible connection
with Afghanistan via
K o h a t – T h a l –
Parachinar–Kharlachi,
as well as a 680-kilome-
ter rail link from Gwadar
to Nok Kundi.

The official said
that land acquisition is
underway for future rail
connectivity from
Gwadar to Mastung and
Jacobabad through vari-
ous routes in
Balochistan.

Meanwhile, Paki-
stan Railways has suc-
cessfully restored the
Sibi–Harnai section,
measuring 93.41 kilome-
ters, which had remained
closed since 2006 and
was reopened for rail
traffic in October 2023.

that Fatima was not in-
terested in continuing
her education as she ob-
tained only 18 marks out
of 35 in a university test.
The police report stated
that Fatima reached the
University at 7.58 am on
Monday but failed to join
the class. Rather, she
was talking with some-
one on the phone on the
second floor of the uni-
versity for 27 minutes.

At 8.30 am, she
jumped from the second
floor of the University.
Her brother bought her
a new mobile phone af-
ter a technical problem
occurred in her old one.
Police also recorded the
statements of the girl’s
brothers.

 Her brothers told
the police that Fatima
was not satisfied with
the marks she obtained
in the university test.

LAHORE: Chairman Senate Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani met Makhdum Syed Ahmed Mahmood at his
Lahore residence. Syed Ali Qasim Gilani and Makhdum Syed Murtaza Mahmud, MNA were also present.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, inspecting the construction work of
the New Parliament Lodges Project.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Communications Abdul Aleem Khan inspected
rest areas at M-2 Motorway Lahore.
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 16/2026

Askari Bank Limited,
M.A Jinnah Road Quetta.  Plaintiff

VERSUS

Ikram ullah Khan S/o Shahnawaz Khan.

Resident of:
1. 261 Supply PL ASC Zhob Cantt.
2. Daak Khana Chodwa, Bhaki, Tehsil Kolachi, District Dera Ismail Khan

Official Address:
Rank: Sepoy
Department: Pakistan Army.
P.A No. 6401905.
Parent Unit/HQ: 261 Sup PL ASC.

CNIC No: 12102-8311233-5.
Cell No: 0344-9393995/0348-2672527. Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 231,947/76- BEARING ACCOUNT NO. 119AKPF00026317
PERSONAL FINANCE FACALITY U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (RECOVERY OF
FINANCES) ORDINANCE XLV1, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to:- The above noted defendant

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 231,947/76- balance of
principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be obtained from
this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30
(thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within
such time to cause an appearance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration of
such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported by an
affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or
i.e if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of
hearing is 10-02-2026.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 5 day of January, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta

Irrigation Department Honors SDO
Rabbi Canal for Outstanding

Services to Farmers in Nasirabad

Open Katcheri Held in Kalat to
Address Public Grievances Under

Balochistan Government Directives
KALAT: In line with the
directives of the Govern-
ment of Balochistan,
concrete steps have
been initiated to resolve
public issues in Kalat
district. As part of this
effort, the district admin-
istration organized an
Open Katcheri (public
hearing) at the DC Com-
plex to directly address
citizens’ complaints and
concerns.““The Open
Katcheri was presided
over by Deputy Commis-
sioner Kalat,  Munir
Ahmed Durrani, and at-
tended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Shahnawaz Baloch,
Colonel Zarrar (329 Bri-
gade), Assistant Com-
missioner Kalat Tahir
Sanjrani, DSP Mahiwal,
FC Major Talha, heads of
various government de-
partments, NRSP District
Manager, tribal elders,
political leaders, repre-
sentatives of minority
communities, council-
ors, media personnel,
and a large number of
local residents.““During
the Open Katcheri, com-
munity elders and resi-
dents highlighted sev-
eral pressing issues, in-

cluding prolonged elec-
tricity load shedding,
difficulties in the issu-
ance of local certificates,
non-functionality of the
vegetable market, over-
pricing, lack of water and
gas supply in various ar-
eas, delay in the con-
struction of the BRC
College building, estab-
lishment of a library in
Kill i  Darakzai and
Khaliqabad, conduct of
by-elections for the va-
cant councilor seat in
Mohalla Sheesha Dagar,
closure of Iranian petrol
and diesel, provision of
drinking water in

Muhammad Tawah,
shortage of medicines,
and inadequate health
and education
faci l i t i es . ““Deputy
Commissioner Munir
Ahmed Durrani issued
on-the-spot orders for
the immediate redressal
of several complaints
and strictly directed de-
partmental heads to take
prompt action on re-
maining issues. Ad-
dressing the gathering,
he emphasized that the
primary objective of the
Open Katcheri is to es-
tablish direct communi-
cation between the pub-

lic and district adminis-
tration to ensure effec-
tive and timely problem-
solving.““He stated that
all citizens are equal and
that serving the public
without discrimination is
his core belief. He as-
sured the people of
Kalat that they would
not be disappointed and
reiterated that depart-
mental heads are public
servants responsible for
resolving citizens’ is-
sues with honesty and
dedication. He also in-
structed officials to en-
sure regular attendance
in their offices to avoid

inconvenience to
a p p l i c a n t s . “ “ T h e
Deputy Commissioner
urged tribal elders, politi-
cal and social leaders,
and the journalist com-
munity to fully cooper-
ate with the district ad-
ministration to ensure
sustainable solutions
and provide relief to
both urban and rural
populations of Kalat.

This Open Katcheri
marks a significant step
toward transparent gov-
ernance, improved ser-
vice delivery, and pub-
lic-centric administra-
tion in Kalat district.

NASIRABAD: Superin-
tending Engineer, Irriga-
tion Circle Nasirabad Di-
vision, Mudassar Zafar
Khosa, awarded a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation
to Sub-Divisional Officer
(SDO) Rabia Canal,
Muhammad Saleem
Behrani, in recognition
of his exemplary profes-
sional performance and
effective services ren-
dered in the best inter-
est of farmers.

A simple yet digni-
fied ceremony was held
on this occasion, at-
tended by Executive En-
gineer Kachhi Canal
Ghulam Muhammad
Badini, SDO Zeeshan
Jamali, Babu Ghulam
Qadir Khokhar, Babu
Sadiq Domki, Ghaus
Bakhsh Jamali, Ghulam
Mustafa Mahesar, Sub-
Engineer Muhammad
Waseem Behrani, Babu
Allah Rakhiya Jamali,
Darogha K.E. Baloch,
along with a large num-
ber of officers and em-

ployees of the Irrigation
Department.

While addressing
the gathering,  SDO
Muhammad Saleem
Behrani expressed his
gratitude to the Superin-
tending Engineer and
stated that the apprecia-
tion certificate would
further motivate him to
perform his duties with
greater dedication, re-
sponsibility, and commit-
ment. He added that en-
couragement of officers
and staff by the Irriga-
tion Department is a
positive tradition that
contributes significantly
to improving overall in-
s t i t u t i o n a l
performance.““Speaking
on the occasion, SE Irri-
gation Mudassar Zafar
Khosa said that the Irri-
gation Department is ac-
tively working for the
broader welfare of farm-
ers, with a strong focus
on improving the canal
system, ensuring equi-
table water distribution,

and promoting agricul-
tural  development,
which remain top priori-
ties of the government.

He emphasized that
departmental achieve-
ments are the result of
collective efforts by all
officers and staff, not
just individuals.

He further assured
that officers and employ-
ees who demonstrate
outstanding perfor-
mance will continue to
be encouraged and hon-
ored in the future. Such
recognition, he noted,
plays a vital role in en-
hancing departmental
efficiency and ensuring
effective measures for
the sustainable devel-
opment of agriculture
and the farming
community.““This initia-
tive reflects the Irrigation
Department’s commit-
ment to good gover-
nance,  performance-
based recognition, and
farmer-friendly policies
in Nasirabad Division.

Chief Justice Balochistan High Court Inspects
CM Development Package Projects in Quetta

News Desk
QUETTA: Chief Justice
of the Balochistan High
Court, Justice Kamran
Khan Mullakhail, con-
ducted an inspection
visit of various Chief
Minister Development
Package projects in
Quetta and reviewed
progress on key infra-
structure and traffic
management initiatives
aimed at providing relief
to citizens.

During the visit, the
Chief Justice empha-
sized the need to ensure
smooth traffic flow
across the city and di-
rected the concerned au-
thorities to take effective

measures for public con-
venience and urban mo-
bility. He also issued in-
structions to accelerate
drainage work following
recent rains to prevent
water accumulation and
inconvenience to resi-
dents.

Project Director
Quetta Development
Project, Engineer Rafiq
Baloch, gave a detailed
briefing to the Chief Jus-
tice regarding ongoing
development schemes.
He informed that after
the expansion of
Inscomb Road, traffic
distribution has signifi-
cantly improved, result-
ing in a notable reduc-

tion in traffic pressure on
Zarghoon Road. Ac-
cording to the briefing,
approximately 20,000 to
22,000 vehicles are being
diverted daily from
Inscomb Road, leading
to smoother traffic flow
on M.A. Jinnah Road.

The Project Direc-
tor further stated that
road expansion projects
are in their final stages,
with construction work
completed up to Science
College Chowk. To fur-
ther enhance traffic man-
agement, it was also de-
cided to install addi-
tional traffic cameras
across the city for im-
proved monitoring and

regulation.
Chief Justice Jus-

tice Kamran Khan
Mullakhail  also in-
spected drainage and
development works at
Imdad Chowk, express-
ing satisfaction over the
progress while directing
authorities to ensure
timely completion and
quality standards.

The visit highlights
the judiciary’s keen in-
terest in monitoring ur-
ban development, traffic
management, and public
welfare projects in
Quetta to ensure trans-
parency, efficiency, and
maximum relief for citi-
zens.

Provincial Livestock Minister Reviews Development
Projects and Law & Order in Nasirabad Division

NASIRABAD : Provin-
cial Minister for Live-
stock Sardarzada Faisal
Khan Jamali held an im-
portant meeting with
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Nasirabad Division,
Salahuddin Noorzai, at
his office to review on-
going and proposed de-
velopment initiatives
across the division. Dis-
trict Health Officer Dr.
Ayaz Hussain Jamali was
also present during the
meeting.

The meeting fo-
cused on a detailed as-
sessment of current and
upcoming development
projects, public issues
faced by residents, im-
mediate and long-term
solutions, government
initiatives at district and
divisional levels, and
overall administrative
performance in
Nasirabad Division.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Provincial Min-
ister Sardarzada Faisal
Khan Jamali stated that
the provincial govern-
ment has prioritized pub-
lic welfare and is giving
special attention to de-
velopment projects in
education, health, irriga-
tion, livestock, and ba-
sic infrastructure in

Nasirabad Division to
ensure maximum facili-
ties for the people.““He
highlighted key mea-
sures taken to improve
the livestock sector, ad-
dressing issues faced by
livestock farmers, vacci-
nation programs, pre-
vention of animal dis-
eases, and initiatives
aimed at strengthening
the rural economy. The
Commissioner appreci-
ated the strict monitor-
ing of development
projects, particularly
through deputy commis-
sioners, and reaffirmed
full support for the pro-

vincial government’s
policies.

The Commissioner
also commended the dis-
trict administration for
the restoration of closed
schools and hospitals
and for ensuring a trans-
parent and effective con-
tract-based recruitment
process.

At the conclusion
of the meeting, both
sides reiterated their
commitment to working
in close coordination to
accelerate overall devel-
opment, public welfare,
and provision of basic
facilities in Nasirabad

Division, ensuring relief
reaches citizens at their
doorstep.

Later, Provincial
Minister Sardarzada
Faisal Khan Jamali also
met DIG Nasirabad
Range, Captain (Retd)
Asim Khan. During the
meeting, discussions
were held on maintain-
ing law and order,
strengthening security
arrangements in the
public interest, and tak-
ing strict legal action
against criminal ele-
ments to ensure peace
and stability in the re-
gion.

Routine Immunization
Performance Reviewed

in Chaman: DC
Chairs Health

Department Meeting
CHAMAN: A re-

view meeting regarding
the Routine Immuniza-
tion Project being imple-
mented by Aga Khan
University (AKU) was
held under the chairman-
ship of Deputy Commis-
sioner Chaman, Habib
Ahmed Bangulzai, to as-
sess progress and
strengthen immunization
coverage in the district.

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer (DHO)
Chaman Dr.  Naveed
Badini, Deputy DHO Dr.
Abdul Rasheed, AKU
District  Coordinator
Muhammad Ali, and
other relevant health de-
partment officials.

During the meeting,
AKU District Coordina-
tor Muhammad Ali pre-
sented a detailed brief-
ing on the December
performance of the Rou-
tine Immunization

Project.
Key performance

indicators were shared,
including NEIR atten-
dance exceeding 98 per-
cent, zero-dose cover-
age above 60 percent,
and a dropout rate of
only 23 percent, the low-
est in the district.

Appreciating these
achievements,  the
Deputy Commissioner
and District Health Of-
ficer commended Aga
Khan University’s valu-
able contribution to the
Expanded Program on
Immunization (EPI).

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Habib Ahmed
Bangulzai emphasized
that all health depart-
ment officials and AKU
program staff must utilize
their professional skills
and dedication to further
strengthen the immuni-
zation program.
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Government tightens gas supply,
reviews Winter load management

NEWS DESK:Federal
Minister for Petroleum
Ali Pervaiz Malik chaired
a meeting on Monday to
review the gas supply
situation, winter load
management and con-
sumer complaint
redressal across the
country.

The meeting also
examined an Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) audit report on
compliance with service
standards for complaint
handling.

According to an of-
ficial statement,  Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) and Sui

Southern Gas Company
(SSGC) briefed the meet-
ing on gas supply ar-
rangements for the on-
going winter season.
The companies said
that, in line with the di-
rections of Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, gas
supply to domestic con-
sumers had been en-
hanced to provide relief
during winter.

SNGPL reported
that it supplied an addi-
tional 95 million cubic
feet per day (mmcfd) of
gas in December 2025
compared to December
2024, while SSGC sup-
plied 32 mmcfd more gas

Services exports rise 17pc in
July-November

NEWSDESK:Pakistan’s
exports of services
grew 16.77 per cent
during the first five
months (July-Novem-
ber) of 2025-26,
driven largely by an in-
crease in information
technology exports.

In contrast to
commodity exports,
which have exhibited
mixed trends, the ser-
vices sector has con-
sistently recorded posi-
tive growth since the
start of the fiscal year.

According to data
compiled by the Paki-
stan Bureau of Statis-
tics, services exports
rose by 18.27pc year-
on-year in July, fol-
lowed by increases of
8.41pc in August,
14.85pc in September,
17.61pc in October,
and 22.26pc in Novem-
ber. The growth in ex-
port of services is
mainly led by telecom-
munication, computer
and information ser-
vices.

The export of ser-
vices reached $3.833
billion in July-Novem-
ber FY26, up from
$3.283bn over the cor-
responding months of

last year. In rupee
terms, the exports im-
proved by 18.42pc to
Rs1.081 trillion in
5MFY26 against
Rs913.145bn in
5MFY25. This clearly
indicates that export of
services is steadily on
the rise in the current
fiscal year.

In November, the
export of services
reached to $814.25m
from $666.01m over
the corresponding
month of last year, in-

dicating growth of
22.26pc. On a month-
on-month basis, the ex-
ports of services grew
0.41pc.According to
the data compiled by
the State Bank of Paki-
stan, the exports of
telecommunications,
computer, and infor-
mation services rose
18.51pc to $1.799bn in
5MFY26 against
$1.518bn in 5MFY25.

The export of other
business services
jumped 24.01pc to

Salaried class pays over Rs266
billion in income taxes

NEWS DESK:Salaried
individuals paid Rs266
billion in income tax dur-
ing the first half of the
current fiscal year, con-
tributing nearly one ru-
pee out of every Rs10
collected in income taxes
across the country.

Tax contributions
by salaried persons, in
both the public and pri-
vate sectors, remained
more than double the
taxes paid by the real
estate sector during the
same period, according
to provisional figures
compiled by the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
for the July?December
period.

The statist ics
showed that salaried
persons paid a little over
Rs266 billion in income
taxes, higher by Rs23
billion, or 9%, compared
to the same period of the
last  fiscal year.  The
Rs266 billion income tax
payments by salaried in-
dividuals were exclusive
of book adjustments. In
the last fiscal year, the
income tax contribution,
excluding book adjust-
ments, stood at Rs243
billion.

Sources said that
after adding book adjust-
ments, the figure had al-
ready crossed Rs300 bil-
lion by the end of the
first half of the current
fiscal year. It is also ex-
clusive of payments that

a few contractual em-
ployees make under Sec-
tion 153-B of the income
tax law, the sources
added.

Pakistan's salaried
class remains unduly
burdened and is a victim
of the FBR's lethargic
approach, which places
the burden of tax collec-
tion on the existing pool
of taxpayers, mainly sala-
ried individuals and
manufacturers. The sala-
ried class pays about
38% of its gross income
in taxes, which is signifi-
cantly higher compared
to regional countries
and relative to the real
estate sector and retail-
ers.

In his address to the
Pakistan Business Coun-

cil (PBC) last month, the
national coordinator of
the Special Investment
Facili tation Council
(SIFC), Lt Gen Sarfraz
Ahmed, had said: "We
have made a mess of our
fiscal situation and so
the only thing the gov-
ernment can think of is
taxation - and you (busi-
nessmen) are the easiest
prey because you are al-
ready documented, al-
ready visible." The de-
tails showed that non-
corporate employees
paid the highest amount,
Rs117 billion, in income
tax, up 14% from last
year. Corporate sector
employees contributed
Rs82 billion, also 13%
higher than last year.

The FBR struggled

to achieve its down-
ward-revised tax target
of Rs6.5 trillion and had
to resort to taking heavy
advances and slowing
payments of taxpayers'
refunds. Yet, it could
hardly show a 10% in-
crease in collection,
which was only half the
growth rate required to
meet this year's annual
tax target.

The FBR collected
Rs3.03 trillion in income
taxes during the first half
of the fiscal year, with
nearly one-tenth coming
from salaried persons
who pay taxes on their
gross incomes without
the option of adjusting
their expenses.

Employees of pro-
vincial governments

paid Rs39 billion in in-
come tax, a 7% reduction
compared to a year ear-
lier. In contrast, federal
government employees
contributed Rs27 billion,
an increase of 8%.

The government's
new tax on wealthy pen-
sioners, introduced in
this year's budget for
pensions exceeding
Rs10 million annually,
yielded very little, sug-
gesting that annual col-
lections may hardly
reach Rs1 billion.

While succumbing
to pressure from within,
the government last
month again allowed re-
tired employees to claim
more than one pension,
undermining its stated
objective of introducing
pension reforms and
cutting expenditure.

While the salaried
class continues to see
rising tax contributions,
collections from traders
remain limited. Several
enforcement measures,
including a ban on eco-
nomic transactions by
ineligible persons, were
diluted or reversed.

The real estate sec-
tor also faced higher
taxes, with increased
rates for non-filers and
the introduction of a
new category for late fil-
ers. Withholding tax col-
lections on plot sales
rose by two-thirds to
Rs87 billion.

Oil up more than 1%
in choppy trade

NEWS DESK:Oil
prices increased by
more than 1% on
Monday as traders
assessed the possible
impact on crude flows
from Venezuela, home
to the world's largest
oil reserves,

following the
United State (US)
capture of Venezuelan
President Nicolas
Maduro.

Brent crude fu-
tures were up 96
cents, or 1.58%, at
$61.71 a barrel by

during the same period.
The minister expressed
satisfaction that gas
supply to domestic con-
sumers this winter was
better than last year.

The meeting was
informed that IoT-based
monitoring and Town
Border systems had
been deployed at tail
ends of the gas network
to automatically gener-
ate alarms in case of
pressure drops.

While appreciating
the initiative, the minis-
ter directed SSGC to fur-
ther improve pressure
management and alarm
systems.

12:56pm EDT.
 United State

(US) WTI crude
gained 95 cents, or
1.66%,to $58.27.

 Both benchmarks
rose more than $1 in
late morning trade af-
ter falling more than $1
earlier in a choppy
session,

as investors di-
gested news of
Maduro's capture and
that Washington
would take control of
the OPEC member
whose crude exports

had been under a
United State(US) em-
bargo that remains in
place.

The Trump admin-
istration did not consult
with oil companies
Exxon Mobil,
ConocoPhillips or
Chevron Corp about
Venezuela before or
after United State
(US) forces captured
Maduro,

according to four
oil industry executives
familiar with the mat-
ter.

$816m in 5MFY26 as
against $658m in
5MFY25. The export
of transport services
increased by 2.76pc to
$372m against $362m
last year. However, the
export of travel ser-
vices grew 9.15pc to
$322m in 5MFY26.

At the same time,
the import of services
surged by 12.78pc to
$5.146bn in 5MFY26
as against $4.563bn in
5MFY25. On a month-
on-month basis, the

import of services de-
creased by 9.04pc.

The largest share
in the import of ser-
vices during 5MFY26
was attributed to the
transport sector, with
its value rising 6.35pc
to $2.093bn followed
by travel services,
which surged 54.27pc
to $1.487bn. The trade
deficit in services in-
creased by 2.55pc to
$1.312bn in 5MFY26
compared to $1.279bn
in 5MFY25.

First fishing technology museum
inaugurated in Karachi

NEWS DESK:Federal
Minister for Maritime
Affairs Muhammad
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
on Monday inaugurated
Pakistan's first Fishing
Technology Museum
and soft launched the
Mahi Dost digital trace-
ability application, initia-
tives aimed at strength-
ening fisheries manage-
ment and improving ex-
port competitiveness.

According to an of-
ficial statement, the mu-
seum, located in
Karachi, traces the evo-
lution of fishing prac-
tices from traditional
artisanal methods to ad-
vanced technologies.

It has been posi-
tioned as a national cen-
tre for research, learning
and policy development,
while also documenting
the cultural heritage of
coastal communities as
the sector undergoes
rapid modernisation.

Addressing fisher-
men, academics and
members of the business
community, the minister
said the museum was in-
tended to support
policymaking in the fish-
eries sector by combin-
ing indigenous knowl-
edge with modern tools.
He said the integration

of technologies such as
AI-enabled sonar sys-
tems and environmen-
tally friendly nets would
help address overfishing
and climate-related
r i s k s .

The minister noted
that Pakistan's exclusive
economic zone has sig-
nificant untapped poten-
tial but continues to face
losses due to illegal, un-
reported and unregu-
lated (IUU) fishing. He
said the museum's ar-
chives and research re-
sources could contrib-
ute to evidence-based
reforms and support the
training of future marine

scientists and fisheries
m a n a g e r s .

Launched along-
side the museum, the
Mahi Dost app intro-
duces a digital catch-to-
consumer tracking sys-
tem using blockchain
and GPS technology.
Using QR codes, fisher-
men can record catch
data to ensure traceabil-
ity and compliance with
international require-
ments, including Euro-
pean Union Catch Certi-
fication and IUU regula-
tions, the US Marine
Mammal Protection Act
and standards of the In-
dian Ocean Tuna Com-

m i s s i o n .
The minister said

the application would
help verify dolphin-safe
fishing practices and im-
prove transparency in
seafood supply chains.
He added that this would
support Pakistan's sea-
food exports, currently
valued at around $500
m i l l i o n .

 According to the
statement, pilot projects
under the app have re-
duced approval times for
European markets and
enabled small-scale fish-
ermen to access higher-
value international buy-
e r s .

PM directs easy bank loans for
small and medium enterprises

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday di-
rected the relevant in-
stitutions to expedite
measures for providing
loans to small and me-
dium enterprises on
easy terms through
banks and other finan-
cial institutions.

Chairing a meeting,
the premier com-
mended Special Assis-
tant Haroon Akhtar and
Small and Medium En-

terprises Development
Authority’s (Smeda)
newly elected board of
directors for formulat-
ing a practical and ef-
fective plan.

“SMEs are the
backbone of the
country’s economy,”
Mr Shehbaz said, add-
ing that there is im-
mense potential to in-
crease the country’s
exports through the
development of small
and medium enter-

p r i s e s .
A three-year

roadmap for the pro-
motion of SME sector
was presented in the
meeting besides a de-
tailed briefing on the
problems faced by
SMEs and the plan of
action to address them,
the strategy to include
SMEs in the country’s
exports, and other mea-
sures included in the
business plan.

A briefing was also

given on ongoing mea-
sures to further en-
hance the existing co-
operation with various
countries to introduce
P a k i s t a n ’ s

SME sector on a
competitive basis in the
global market.

The meeting was
briefed on enhancing
the capacity of domes-
tic SMEs, multiple
workshops have re-
cently been organised
in six cities.
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Smith in charge after Head’s 163 to put
Australia seven behind England

NEWS DESK:Run-ma-
chine Travis Head hit a
swashbuckling 163 and
Steve Smith an unbeaten
65 as Australia moved to
within seven runs of
England’s first innings
384 at tea on day three
of the fifth and final
Ashes Test on Tuesday.

It was the destruc-
tive opener’s third ton of
the series, to go with the
phenomenal match-win-
ning 123 he made in
Perth and 170 at
Adelaide.

It helped drive the
hosts, who began the
day 166-2, to 377-6 at the
break in a packed Sydney
Cricket Ground, with
Cameron Green along-
side Smith on eight not
out.

Head brought up
three figures off just 105
balls and seemed des-
tined to score 200.But he
came undone in the third
over after lunch by the
part-time spin of Jacob
Bethell, who was bowl-
ing for the first time in
the series.

In his second over,
Bethell trapped the 32-
year-old lbw attempting

a sweep shot to end a
magnificent knock.

Usman Khawaja, in
his 88th and last Test
after announcing his re-
tirement, also fell lbw in
the second session, to
Brydon Carse for 17.

Josh Tongue was
probing and finally got
a reward when he en-
ticed an edge from Alex
Carey to Bethell in the
slips on 16 just before
tea to reinvigorate En-

Amorim sacked by Man Utd after
14-month reign

NEWS DESK:Ruben
Amorim has been sacked
as Manchester United
manager 14 months after
arriving at Old Trafford,
the club announced on
Monday.

United said in a
statement that the Por-
tuguese had left his role,
with the club's leader-
ship having "reluctantly
made the decision that it
is the right time to make
a change".

The club added:
"This will give the team
the best opportunity of
the highest possible
Premier League finish.

"The club would
like to thank Ruben for
his contribution to the
club and wishes him well
for the future."

Current Under-18s
coach Darren Fletcher
will take charge of the
team against Burnley on
Wednesday.

United are currently
sixth in the Premier
League table after a 1-1
draw at Leeds on Sun-
day.

After that game, an
irate Amorim stressed he
was United's manager
rather than just  the
coach during an eye-

catching press confer-
ence in which he told the
scouting department
and director of football,
Jason Wilcox, "to do
their job".The 40-year-
old had alluded to frus-
tration behind the
scenes in the build-up to
the match as the United
boss refused to clarify
his recent comments
about the club's transfer
plans.

He had looked
downbeat when he side-
stepped those ques-
tions but was more
forthcoming when
asked on Sunday if he
still felt he had confi-
dence from the board.

"Guys, to start with
that -- and I noticed that
you receive selective in-
formation about every-
thing -- I came here to be
the manager of the
Manchester United, not
to be the coach of
Manchester United,"
Amorim said. "And that
is clear."I know that my
name is not (Thomas)
Tuchel, it's not (Anto-
nio) Conte, it's not (Jose)
Mourinho but I'm the
manager of Manchester
United.

"And it's going to
be like this for 18 months
or when the board de-
cides to change, so that
was my point.

ICC mulls relocating Bangladesh T20 WC
matches from India after BCB request

NEWS DESK:The
International Cricket
Council (ICC) is con-
sidering the
Bangladesh Cricket
Board's request to re-
locate their T20 World
Cup matches outside
India after the board
refused to send the
team to India due to a
controversy surround-
ing the expulsion of a
Bangladeshi cricketer
from the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL).

E a r l i e r ,
ESPNcricinfo re-
ported that
Bangladesh refused to
travel to India for the
2026 Men's T20
World Cup, with the
BCB citing concerns
around "safety and
well-being" of the
players in a climate of
deteriorating political
ties between the two
countries, and sparked
by Board of Control
for Cricket in India
(BCCI) instructions to
Kolkata Knight Riders
to release Mustafizur
Rahman.

The BCCI has not
officially said that its
instruction to KKR to
release Mustafizur
from their squad was
based on security.

Bangladesh's T20
World Cup matches
were scheduled to be
held in Kolkata and

Mumbai, with their
opening fixture against
West Indies at Eden
Gardens on February
7. With just a month to
go for the start of the
tournament, the
BCB's decision
throws the schedule
into some disarray.

"Following a thor-
ough assessment of
the prevailing situation
and the growing con-
cerns regarding the
safety and security of
the Bangladesh con-
tingent in India and
considering the advice
from the Bangladesh
Government, the
Board of Directors

Djokovic quits players'
union he co-founded

Atletico, Real Sociedad
share spoils

NEWS DESK:Atletico
Madrid were held to an
entertaining 1–1 draw at
Real Sociedad in LaLiga
on Sunday, with Goncalo
Guedes cancelling out
Alexander Sorloth’s
opener for the visitors in
a five-minute spell after
the break at Anoeta Sta-
dium.

The result  saw
Atletico lose further
ground in the title race
and left them fourth on
38 points, level with
third-placed Villarreal,
who have two games in
hand, but 11 points
adrift  of leaders
Barcelona.

Real Sociedad
climbed to 15th on 18
points, two clear of the
relegation zone, in an en-
couraging first game un-
der new coach
Pellegrino Matarazzo.

"We're not happy,
we wanted the three
points," Atletico forward
Giuliano Simeone said.

"I think they
outplayed us in the first
half in terms of intensity.
They were very aggres-
sive in their pressing and
we didn't know how to
break them down.

We started the sec-
ond half differently. We
had chances but i t
wasn't to be."

In a high-tempo first
half, Real briefly thought
they had taken the lead
in stoppage time when
Sorloth turned a Carlos

Soler free kick into his
own net, only for the ef-
fort to be ruled out for
offside.

Despite the hosts'
pressure, Atletico struck
five minutes after the re-
start  when Simeone
surged down the right
flank and delivered a su-
perb, pinpoint cross to
the far post, where the
unmarked Sorloth
headed home to hand
the visitors the lead.

Real hit back five
minutes later when
Guedes levelled with a
powerful strike after a
swift  counterattack,
sweeping home a pre-
cise cross from Takefusa
Kubo following a well-
worked move down the
right.Both sides had
chances to snatch a late
winner, with Jan Oblak
denying Kubo twice,
Antoine Griezmann fail-
ing to convert a one-on-

gland.
The hosts lead the

series 3-1 and have al-
ready retained the
Ashes, with England
desperate for another
win after victory at the
previous Test in
Melbourne.

Head resumed on 91
and nightwatchman
Michael Neser on one
after Jake Weatherald
(21) and Marnus
Labuschagne (48) were

out on Monday.
Head clattered an

early midwicket bound-
ary off Ben Stokes and
reached three figures
with his 17th four,
crunched through the
covers from Tongue,
windmilling his bat in
celebration.

It was his 12th cen-
tury and first in Sydney
to cement his reputation
as one of the game’s
most versatile batsmen.

Head only moved to
the top of the order in
the second innings of
the first Test in Perth
due to Khawaja’s back
injury, but he has made
the position his own.

With his hundred
secure, he banged three
straight fours off Mat-
thew Potts then had a
massive let-off on 121
when he pulled Carse
and Will Jacks dropped
a sitter near the ropes.

A big six off Potts
took him to 148 and he
passed 150 with another
four from Tongue.

Neser ably stuck
around for 90 balls to foil
England, who wasted
their last two reviews on
him.

Batting like a top-
order batsman, he
smacked four bound-
aries before getting a
thin edge on 24 to
wicketkeeper Jamie
Smith off Carse.

Smith, on 12, was
dropped at leg slip by
Zak Crawley but safely
made it to lunch and
posted 50 for a 45th time
with a drive down the
ground.

resolved that the
Bangladesh National
Team will not travel to
India for the tourna-
ment under the cur-
rent conditions," the
BCB said in a state-
ment.

"In light of this de-
cision, the BCB has
formally requested the
International Cricket
Council (ICC), as the
event authority, to con-
sider relocating all of
Bangladesh's matches
to a venue outside In-
dia."

The BCB's state-
ment came two hours
after Bangladesh's
sports adviser Asif

Nazrul backed the
board's decision of re-
fusing to travel to In-
dia. "The BCB has de-
cided not to send the
Bangladesh team to
India for the World
Cup," he wrote on his
official Facebook
page. "We welcome
this decision taken in
the context of the radi-
cal communal policies
of the Indian cricket
board."

"India said that
they are unable to pro-
vide security for one
player, so how can
they give security for
the whole team? We
had to take the deci-

sion considering not
just the players and
support staff," a BCB
official said. "We have
to think about the fans
and journalists who
will travel to India. We
can't play in India. We
can play in Sri Lanka."

R e l o c a t i n g
Bangladesh's fixtures
could result in a fresh
set of complications.
The 2026 T20 World
Cup will be co-hosted
by India and Sri
Lanka. The tourna-
ment does not follow
a hybrid model like the
2025 Champions Tro-
phy, so it remains to be
seen whether the ICC
will agree to
Bangladesh's request
to move their matches
out of India.

Meanwhile, the
BCB has also written
to the BCCI, asking it
to explain why
Mustafizur was re-
leased from the KKR
squad when the Indian
board had written to
the Bangladesh board,
requesting it to make
him available for the
IPL auction. It's un-
derstood that the
BCB's letter to the
BCCI, however,
doesn't address its se-
curity concerns. The
BCB has shared those
concerns with the
ICC.

NEWS DESK:
Novak Djokovic an-
nounced on Sunday
he was leaving the
professional players'
union he co-founded in
2020, citing "concerns
regarding transpar-
ency and governance"
within the body.

The Professional
Tennis Players Asso-
ciation (PTPA),
founded by the cur-
rent world No. 4 and
Canadian Vasek
Pospisil, took legal ac-
tion in March 2025
against tennis govern-
ing bodies,

denouncing "anti-
competitive restraints
and abusive prac-
tices".

The action also
highlighted the "unsus-
tainable schedule" for
players, with tourna-
ments scheduled 11
months out of 12 by
both the men's
ATP¨and women's
WTA.

"After careful
consideration, I have
decided to step away
completely from the
Professional Tennis

Players Association",
Djokovic posted on
social media.

"This decision
comes after ongoing
concerns regarding
transparency, gover-
nance, and the way
my voice and image
have been repre-
sented.

"I am proud of the
vision that Vasek and
I shared when found-
ing the PTPA,

giving players a
stronger, independent
voice - but it has be-
come clear that my
values and approach
are no longer aligned
with the current direc-

tion of the organiza-
tion."

The 38-year-old
24-time Grand Slam
winner said he will
"continue to focus on
my tennis, my family,
and contributing to the
sport in ways that re-
flect my principles and
integrity".

Djokovic is aiming
for a record-breaking
25th major title at the
upcoming Australian
Open and will next
take part in the ATP
event in Adelaide from
January 12-17 as part
of his preparations for
the start of the new
season.

one against Alex Remiro
and Soler firing just
wide in the dying mo-
ments.

"We prepared well.
It's a shame we didn't get
the win because on
other days the opposi-
tion deserves more, but
today we deserved more
than them," Kubo said.

"Our fans noticed
that the team is trying to
change and move for-
ward. We showed more
desire than them."

Atletico next face
bitter rivals Real Madrid
on Thursday in the
Spanish Super Cup semi-
finals.

"This isn't enough.
We have to analyse our
mistakes and improve,"
Simeone added."Now
we have to rest. There's
not long to go until the
next match. We have to
focus on that match
against Madrid."

Sanders wins second stage to take lead
NEWSDESK:Australia's
defending Dakar Rally
motorbike champion
Daniel Sanders moved
into the overall lead af-
ter winning Monday's
second stage in Saudi
Arabia.

The 31-year-old
covered the 518km
route from Yanbu to Al
Ula in 4hrs 13mins 37
seconds to cross the
line 1min 35s clear of
KTM teammate Edgar
Canet, who lost time
with a couple of minor
crashes.

American Ricky
Brabec, the 2024 win-
ner, completed the
day's podium for
Honda.

With this 10th
stage win in
motorsport's toughest
challenge, Sanders
climbed to the top of
the bike standings by
half a minute from
Canet, winner of the
prologue and opening
stage, with Brabec
2min 18s back in third.

"The navigation
was really tricky in
some places but we
fixed a couple of mis-
takes quickly and didn't
lose too much time,"
said Sanders, who has
been competing in the
Dakar since 2021.

The rider, who lists
bee-keeping as one of
his hobbies and is
known as 'Chucky',
added: "I caught Edgar
after around one hun-
dred kilometres.

It was so hard to
catch him and pass him
before.

"After that, there
was some really tricky
stuff and he (Canet)
just sat behind and

watched, followed and
learned."

Canet was thank-
ful to complete an
eventful stage un-
harmed.

"Well, the stage is
completed," said the
20-year-old Spaniard.

"The truth is that it
has been a long stage,
400 km opening the
track for the first time.

"I had a few

crashes, as you can
see, but hey, these
things happen. There
are some rocks that you
can’t see when you’re
looking at the
roadbook," he added.

In the car cat-
egory, American Seth
Quintero beat his South
African Toyota Gazoo
Racing teammate Henk
Lategan by 1:42 with
Saudi's reigning cham-

pion Yazeed Al Rajhi in
third.

Qatar's five-time
Dakar winner Nasser
Al-Attiyah heads the
standings driving for
Dacia by just seven sec-
onds from Quintero
after coming in eighth
in the stage.

Tuesday's third
stage is a 422km spe-
cial starting and ending
in Al Ula.
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Pakistan's $3 million partisan PR battle for
Washington's attention

NEWS DESK:Staff at
Pakistani websites oth-
erwise used to reheating
international coverage
of the motherland as a
bona fide news genre
were a little surprised to
find their Finance Min-
ister Muhammad
Aurangzeb splashed all
over USA Today on De-
cember 22. The American
tabloid is known for its
four-colour infographics
and weather reports, not
necessarily knowing
where Pakistan is located
on the map.

The 16-page Paki-
stan Special  Report
titled, ‘Pakistan Rising
on New Foundations’ in
ChatGPT house style
capitalisation featured
Muhammad Aurangzeb
expounding on macro-
economic stabilisation,
policy continuity, and
export-led growth. And
while he stressed Paki-
stan would not progress
without economically in-
cluding women who
formed half the popula-
tion, the special report
featured only one of
them, amid 15 Pakistani
men. She’s not too hard
to spot, though. Check
the quarter page ad for
basmati rice on page 13.

Instead of a byline,
you’d find One World
Media accompanied by
a disclaimer in 80% gray
text, saying, "This story
is paid for by an adver-
tiser. Members of the
editorial and news staff
of USA Today Network
were not involved in the
creation of this con-
tent". One World Media,
it turns out, is a creative
agency that specialises
in “elevating your con-
tent to a global stage”.
Its thought leadership
includes people with
names out of a Danielle
Steel novel (Fleur
Coleman and Michael
Joseph) from the date-
line: Cayman Islands.

If you wanted to

read the full sixteen
pages, however, you’d
have to exit  USA
Today’s site and go to a
pdf nestled on OWM’s.

But none of this is
a secret. Pakistan’s im-
age is shaped by a mix
of hired lobbying firms,
politically aligned
diaspora networks, and
US institutions that am-
plify frames aligned with
their own interests. The
Pakistani government
and its opposition, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf, are both keen to
get coverage.

For the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
and Pakistan Peoples
Party's coalition govern-
ment, and the military
leadership, the empha-
sis is on stability, stra-
tegic relevance, and a
reset in Pakistan-US re-
lations, particularly after
May’s India-Pakistan
conflict.

The May 2025 In-
dia–Pakistan conflict
was a four-day military
confrontation involving
missile strikes, armed
drones, air operations
and heavy fighting

along both sides. India
conducted standoff at-
tacks inside Pakistan,
while Pakistan re-
sponded with air de-
fence, missile and drone
operations. The crisis
ended after US-led dip-
lomatic intervention, ex-
posing the escalation
risks between the two
n u c l e a r - a r m e d
neighbours and marking
a shift towards multi-
domain warfare in South
Asia.

On the other hand,
PTI has been highlight-
ing the incarceration of
its founder and former
prime minister Imran
Khan, along with al-
leged human rights vio-
lations.

These two major
streams compete on the
Hill. “The first is the of-
ficial Government of Pa-
kistan-led effort to build
stronger bilateral ties
with the US,” said Uzair
Younus, a foreign and
economic policy ana-
lyst.

“This stream is led
through the embassy
and other official chan-
nels, including via lob-

byists hired by the gov-
ernment, data for which
is publicly available. The
second is driven by PTI-
aligned diaspora groups
engaging US lawmakers
and officials since Imran
Khan’s ouster.”

The PTI-led stream
focuses on highlighting
authoritarianism and
democratic backsliding
and seeks international
pressure, including calls
for US intervention to
secure Imran Khan’s re-
lease. “The engagement
has not fundamentally
shifted US policy,”
Younus added, however.
“But it has created me-
dia attention, which in
many ways is precisely
the objective.”

The symbolic gains
can be ennumerated.
Forty-four Democratic
lawmakers wrote to Sec-
retary of State Marco
Rubio last month, urging
targeted sanctions
against Pakistani offi-
cials over what they de-
scribed as escalating
transnational repression
and rights abuses. That
same week, the military
responded publicly.

CIA brief warns Maduro allies likely to hold
stability after power shift

NEWS DESK:A classi-
fied CIA assessment pre-
sented to US President
Donald Trump con-
cluded senior Maduro
loyalists, including Vice
President Delcy
Rodriguez, were best po-
sitioned to maintain sta-
bility if the Venezuelan
leader lost power, two
sources briefed on the
matter said on Monday.

The sources, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, confirmed an ex-
clusive report by the
Wall Street Journal.

Trump was briefed
on the report and it was
shared with a small
group of his senior na-
tional security team, the
sources said.

The assessment
was one reason why
Trump decided to back
Nicolas Maduro's vice
president, Delcy
Rodriguez, instead of
opposition leader María

Corina Machado, the
sources said.

The White House
declined to confirm the
report.

“President Trump is

routinely briefed on do-
mestic political dynam-
ics all over the world.
The president and his
national security team
are making realistic de-

cisions to finally ensure
Venezuela aligns with
the interests of the
United States, and be-
comes a better country
for the Venezuelan

people," White House
press secretary Karoline
Leavitt said in response
to a query.

Venezuelan opposi-
tion leader Maria Corina
Machado announced on
Monday that she plans
to return to her country
"as soon as possible,"
while criticising the in-
terim president in
Caracas.

In her first public re-
marks since a social me-
dia post over the week-
end, which followed the
US military’s removal of
President Nicolas
Maduro from power, the
Nobel Peace Prize nomi-
nee reaffirmed her com-
mitment to return to Ven-
ezuela.

"I'm planning to go
back to Venezuela as
soon as possible,"
Machado told Fox News
broadcaster Sean
Hannity from an undis-
closed location.

Trump sketches expansionist United States (US) agenda
NEWS DESK:Fresh
from ordering a dramatic
military raid that cap-
tured Venezuelan leader
Nicolas Maduro, Presi-
dent Donald Trump
spent Sunday sketching
an expansive and con-
frontational vision of
American power, vowing
to "run" Venezuela, re-
newing a push to annex
Greenland, and issuing
stark warnings to Iran
and Cuba.

The series of decla-
rations, made aboard Air
Force One and in media
interviews, laid out a vi-
sion of direct American
oversight for the oil-rich
Latin American nation
and issued a blunt threat
to Maduro's successor
with more US strikes.

"We're going to run
the country" until a tran-
sition can be made, he
stated, later telling The
Atlantic that "rebuilding
there and regime
change? is better than
what you have right
now."

He warned if
Venezuela's acting Presi-
dent Delcy Rodriguez, a
loyalist known as the ti-
gress, "doesn't  do
what's right, she is go-

ing to pay a very big
price, probably bigger
than Maduro."

Secretary of State
Marco Rubio offered a
somewhat more diplo-

matic tone, insisting the
US was fighting drug
traffickers, "not a war
against Venezuela," and
would assess coopera-
tion with Caracas based

on actions.
Yet he confirmed a

large US naval blockade
would remain for "tre-
mendous leverage" to
achieve Washington's

goals, chiefly access to
Venezuela's vast oil re-
serves.

The operation drew
sharp regional criticism.
Brazil, Chile, Colombia,

Mexico, Uruguay, and
Spain jointly rejected the
intervention and ex-
pressed "concern about
any attempt at? outside
appropriation of natural

or strategic resources."
The spectacle of

the United States seizing
a foreign head of state
has reignited acute anxi-
eties in Copenhagen and

Nuuk.
 President Trump

has long coveted
Greenland for its strate-
gic Arctic location and
mineral resources, and
on Sunday he doubled
down."We need
Greenland from the
standpoint of national
security, and Denmark is
not going to be able to
do it,"

Trump told report-
ers, adding, "We'll worry
about Greenland in
about two months."

His comments fol-
lowed an interview with
The Atlantic where he
said, "We do need
Greenland, absolutely.
We need it for defence."
The sentiment was pro-
vocatively amplified by
Katie Miller, wife of top
Trump adviser Stephen
Miller, who posted an
image of Greenland in
US flag colours with the
caption: "SOON."

The response from
Europe was swift, firm,
and unified. Denmark
Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen called the
notion "absolutely ab-
surd" and urged the US
to stop "threatening its
historical ally."

Iran remains unbothered by
United Ststes (US) threats

NEWS DESK:Iran re-
fused on Monday to of-
fer “rioters” leniency
while defending citi-
zens’ right to demon-
strate, a defiant stance
taken after US President
Donald Trump warned
Tehran would “get hit
very hard” if authorities
killed more demonstra-
tors amid deadly unrest.

Judiciary Chief
G h o l a m h o s s e i n
Mohseni Ejei ordered
officials to take a hard
line against those caus-
ing instability as pro-
tests,  which erupted
over economic stagna-
tion, expanded to include
political demands.

“I instruct the attor-
ney general and pros-
ecutors across the coun-
try to act in accordance
with the law and with re-
solve against the rioters
and those who support
them… and to show no
leniency or indulgence,”
Mohseni Ejei said, ac-
cording to the judiciary’s
Mizan news agency.

He added that Iran
“listens to the protesters
and their criticism, and
distinguishes between
them and rioters”.

Demonstra t ions
have taken place in 23 of
Iran’s 31 provinces, af-
fecting at least 45 differ-
ent cities to varying
degrees.The unrest has
been concentrated in the
west and consists mostly
of small or medium-sized
gatherings, according to
an AFP tally based on
official statements and
media reports.

At least 12 people,
including members of
the security forces, have
been killed in localised
clashes since Dec 30,
officials announced.

Since the protests
began on Dec 28 —
sparked when shop-
keepers in the capital of
Tehran staged a strike
over high prices — offi-
cials have struck a con-
ciliatory tone regarding

economic demands
while vowing to crush
destabilisation.

Trump threats
Trump on Sunday

told reporters aboard Air
Force One that the US
was watching the situa-
tion “very closely”.

“If they start killing
people like they have in
the past, I think they’re
going to get hit very
hard by the United
States,” Trump said.

Iran’s economy has
been hit hard by tough
international sanctions.

The national cur-
rency, the rial, has lost
more than a third of its
value against the US
dollar over the past year,
and inflation is in the
double digits.

To alleviate eco-
nomic pressure, the gov-
ernment announced
Sunday a monthly allow-
ance for every citizen
equivalent to roughly 3.5
per cent of the average
monthly wage.

Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
said his country stood
“in solidarity with the
struggle of the Iranian
people and with their
aspirations for free-
dom.”

Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman
Esmail Baqaei, speaking

at a press conference, ac-
cused Israel of trying “to
exploit the slightest op-
portunity to sow divi-
sion and undermine our
national unity.”

Israel fought a 12-
day war with Iran in
June,  which the US
briefly joined with limited
strikes on Islamic
Republic’s nuclear facili-
ties.

Explosives seized
Police intelligence

officers in Tehran have
identified a suspected
hideout used by “riot-
ers,” seizing “weapons,
ammunition, and materi-
als for making impro-
vised explosive de-
vices,” according to
Mizan.

The Fars news
agency reported on
Monday that “the trend
observed on Sun-day
night shows a notable
decrease in the number
of gatherings and their
geogra-phic reach com-
pared to previous
nights.”

While videos flood-
ing social media are of-
ten impossible to verify,
local media’s accounting
is not exhaustive, and
state-run outlets have
downplayed coverage of
the demonstrations.

Most shops in
Tehran were open Mon-

day and residents went
about their business.
However, riot police
were deployed at major
intersections and offic-
ers were stationed out-
side some schools. Sev-
eral universities have re-
sumed classes, though
only online.

The reformist news-
paper Arman Melli said
Monday that authorities
had “heard the voices of
the protesters”, while
the conservative papers
Javan and Kayhan ac-
cused the United States
and Israel of financially
supporting rioters.

Protests have also
taken place among the
Iranian diaspora.

“With each new
protest, Iranian men and
women gain ground,”
Sahar Aghakhani, a 29-
year-old French-Iranian
translator, said at a dem-
onstration in Paris on
Sunday. “Movement by
movement, we’re get-
ting closer to the end of
the regime.

” Iran has experi-
enced several outbreaks
of nationwide protests
in recent years, most
notably in 2022 over the
death in custody of
Mahsa Amini for an al-
leged breach of the
country’s strict dress
laws for women.

Azerbaijan will not send peacekeepers
to Gaza, president says

NEWSDESK:Azerbaijan
has no intention of
sending a contingent of
its troops to take part in
peacekeeping opera-
tions outside its borders,
including in Gaza, Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev said
late on Monday.

Aliyev, interviewed
by Azeri television chan-
nels, said Azerbaijan had
been in contact with
Donald Trump’s US ad-
ministration with a list of
questions about the op-
eration of a peacekeep-
ing force in Gaza, the
proposed International
Stabilisation Force (ISF).

“We prepared a
questionnaire of more
than 20 questions and
provided it to the Ameri-
can side. No participa-
tion in peacekeeping
forces is envisaged,”
Aliyev said.“I am not
considering participa-
tion in hostilities outside
Azerbaijan at all.”

An Azeri govern-

ment source had said last
November that
Azerbaijan would pro-
vide no troops for such
an operation unless
there was a complete
halt to fighting between
Israel and Hamas.

Meanwhile, diplo-
mats involved in the dis-
cussions told Dawn on
Monday that despite
deep reservations and
fears of domestic back-
lash, most Muslim-major-
ity countries associated
with the Gaza peace pro-

cess want the proposed
ISF to succeed, arguing
that only such a force
can ensure the security
and survival of Palestin-
ians in the besieged en-
clave.

“Israel has already
killed [more than] 70,000
people in Gaza, and only
an international force
with a clear mandate can
stop this genocide,”
said a diplomat from a
Muslim nation, directly
associated with the pro-
cess.


