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Balochistan Introduces 30% Subsidy Electric
Bike Program for Students

Syed Ali Shal

QUETTA: Electric bikes will
be provided to students in
Balochistan under a newly ap-
proved provincial government
initiative aimed at easing trans-
portation challenges and pro-
moting affordable mobility.
The decision was taken
durmg a meeting of the

ernment employees, with pro-
visions allowing members of
the general public to benefit as
well. Officials said the initia-
tive is designed to reduce
travel costs, support education
continuity, and encourage the

The cabinet was informed
that annual medical expenses
for

people,
the cabinet approved the

,000 gov-

of the Enterpris

ernment amount to
billions of rupees.
To address this, it ap-

proved th(. mtroducnon of a

Devel ex-
lendmg its reach to Gwadar,
Kech, and Awaran districts.
Emphasizing good gover-
nance, the cabinet reaffirmed
its commitment to merit-based

use of friendly health insur-
transport. ance scheme aimed at ensur-

During the meeting, the  ing  efficient, and
cabinet h d that pub- cover-
lic funds would be utilized age.

cabinet
chalred by ClI hlemelster Mir
Sarfraz Bugti. Under the
scheme, students will be eli-
gible to receive electric bikes
with a 30 percent government
subsidy, while the program will
be implemented through bank
financing to ensure access on
ecasy installment plans.
The scheme will also
cover working women and gov-

ly and in a manner
that benefits a broad segment
of society. The provincial gov-
ernment reaffirmed its com-
mitment to public welfare,
youth facilitation, and sustain-
able development through
practical policy measures.
Health Insurance
for Government

Employees

The cabinet also ap-
proved the audit of advance
medical payments and the pub-
lic endowment fund to
strengthen financial account-
ability.

Youth Empowerment
and Merit-Based
Governance

To promote economic in-
dependence among young

declaring that no
compromise would be made on
transparency and merit.

Addressing the meeting,
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said that public funds are
a trust and must be utilized
fairly and responsibly.

He stressed that develop-
ment resources should benefit
the wider population rather
than a sclect few,

adding that youth empow-
erment and public welfare re-
main top priorities of the pro-

vincial government.
Balochistan Food
Authority Intensifies
Action Against
Unsafe Food

Ina separate develop-
ent, the Food

No hostility with
Kabul, terror sole
concern: FO

NEWS DESK:

Pakistan has reiterated that it
does not seek hostility with Af-
ghanistan but made clear that any
‘meaningful improvement in bilat-
eral relations hinges on Kabul
providing concrete, verifiable and
written assurances that its terri-
tory will not be used for terrorism
against Pakistan.

The position was articulated
on Thursday during the weekly
press briefing at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, where spokes-
person Tahir Andrabi under-
scored that Islamabad's concerns
with Afghanistan are narrowly
focused on security and not
rooted in political or ideological
differences.

"Pakistan does not wish to
be hostile to Afghanistan," the
spokesperson said, stressing that
the sole demand from Kabul is the
fulfilment of its basic responsi-
bility as a state: preventing ter-
rorist groups and individuals from
using Afghan soil to carry out
attacks in Pakistan.

e said Pakistan had no bi-
lateral disputes with Afghanistan
comparable to those it faces with
India, adding that once the ter-
rorism issue is addressed through
credible assurances and demon-
strable action, there exists "tre-
mendous potential” for coopera-
tion in trade, connectivity and
regional integration.

Andrabi said that Pakistan
welcomed recent positive state-
ments from Kabul but could not
rely on rhetoric alone. "State-
ments must be backed by con-
crete, verifiable and written assur-
ances," he said, adding that the
absence of such commitments
explained Islamabad's continued
caution despite its willingness to
engage bilaterally and through tri-
lateral mechanisms, involving
China. He confirmed that diplo-
‘matic channels with Kabul remain
open, with embassies and con-
sulates functioning normally, and
said Pakistan continued to en-

Aulhunty (BFA) intensified its
crackdown against substan-
dard and unsafe food items
across the province.

According to a BFA
spokesperson, inspection
teams carried out a compre-
hensive food safety operation
in Quetta,

Kuchlak, and Sibi, in-
specting a total of 79 food es-
tablishments.

Serious violations were
identified at several locations,
leading to immediate action
against 33 food outlets.

gage sitively in
regional forums, including the
China-Afghanistan-Pakistan tri-
lateral dialogue. Turning to d
fence cooperation with Saudi
Arabia, the spokesperson
downplaycd reports suggesting
that Pakistan was in talks to con-
vert Saudi loans into a deal in-
volving JF-17 Thunder fighter
jets. "Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
have a robust, multifaceted rela-
tionship, including in defence,"
Andrabi said, but added that he
was not aware of any specific
agreement regarding the sale of
arcraft or the adjustment of finan-
cial obligations.

Punjab schools and
colleges will open
from Jan 12, says
education mini

Achakzai faults PTI discipline for imran's jailing

NEWS DESK:

NEWS DESK:

Punjab Education Minister Rana
Sikandar Hayat on Friday clari-
fied that all schools and colleges
across the province will reopen
on January 12.

‘The clarification comes after

Mahmood Khan Achakzai, head
of Tehreek-e-Tahaffuz-e-Ain Pa-
kistan (TTAP), strongly criticised
state conduct, saying that while
Pakistan was described as a “for-
tress of Islam,” Islam itself ap-
peared to have been imprisoned
withinit.

a ly fake cir-
culated on social media claiming
that winter vacations in Punjab
had been extended from January
10 to 17. However, the education
minister rebuffed claims of extend-
ing winter holidays, urgmg the
public to “avoid fake news.”

Earlier this week, he had also
denied any extension of the win-
ter holidays.

The Punjab government had
announced winter vacations for
all public and private schools and
colleges from December 22 to
January 10.

According to the official no-
tification, schools and colleges
were scheduled to reopen on Janu-
ary 12.

A day ago, a fake notifica-
tion claiming to have been issued
by Punjab’s School Education
Department went viral on social
media, spreading confusion
among parents and students.

gthe di
gathering in Lahore on Friday, he
condemned violence against
women and children and de-
nounced the use of live ammuni-
tion against protesters at D-
Chowk.

He also rebuked police ac-
tions, alleging mistreatment of
detainees, and questioned claims
of Pakistan being an Islamic state
under such circumstances.

Speaking about political
unity, Achakzai says he has not
come to Lahore to abuse other
political parties but to stand with
the oppressed. He stated that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
enjoyed unprecedented public
support, yet its founding leader
remains behind bars due toa lack
of discipline within the party. Po-
litical movements required
organisation and discipline to
succeed.

Referring to recent protests,
he noted that despite the pres-
ence of MNAs and MPAs, no
loudspeakers were used, high-
lighting organisational weak-
nesses.

Addressing the youth, he

appealed for roads to remain
empty on February 8 as a form of
peaceful protest, stressing that
their movement would remain
non-violent and free from abuse
or hate speech.

Addressing the gathering,

Allama Raja Nasir said Allah had
granted human beings the right
to freedom, which was also guar-
anteed in the Cq of Pa-

public mandate through consti-
tutional amendments.

He urged the public to stand
against those who snatched free-
dom and voting righls stressing
that “Hussainiyat” was not a slo-
gan but a principled stand
against oppression, adding that
the country could not survive
without protecting people’s
rights.

Calling on authorities to ac-
knowledge their mistakes,
Achakzai urged them to come for-
ward to protect the Constitution.
Addressing the lawyer's commu-
nity at Aiwan-e-Adl, Achakzai
warned that anyone who violated
or opposed the Constitution de-
served rejection, declaring that
every individual acting against it
is what he called “murda baad.”

He concluded by saying that
while institutions such as the
army and intelligence agencies
were necessary, they must remain
within constitutional boundaries,
warning that any violation of the
Constitution would be openly
opposed.

He also announced his sup-
port for Irfan Hayat Bajwa, the

sidential candidate of the

Kistan, but an oppressive regime
had undermined the justice s
tem, people’s right to defence and

Hamid Khan group, in the Lahore
Bar Association elections sched-
uled to be held on January 10.
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Balochistan High Court
Opens the Doors of Justice
Wider Than Ever Before

Editorial:
The Balochistan High
Court’s latest initiative
— introducing a dedi-
cated WhatsApp num-
ber and email address
for public complaints —
‘marks a meaningful shift
toward openness, ac-
cessibility, and public
empowerment within the
judicial

This is not just a
procedural reform it is
an invitation for citizens
to engage directly with
the justice system in
ways that were previ-
ouslydifficult, time-con-
suming, and often intimi-
dating.

For decades, ob-
taining certified copies
of court judgments was
a frustrating ordeal for
clients and even for ex-
perienced lawyers.

Long queues, pro-
cedural delays, and ad-
ministrative hurdles
made the process diffi-
cult, especially for
people from remote dis-
tricts of the province.
‘With digital communica-
tion now formally inte-
grated, citizens, litigants,
and counsel will be able

to request and access
judgment copies far
more casl.

This single step re-
duces bdmcn that have
existed for years and
ensures that justice is
not only done but
also seen to be done.

Equallyimportant is
the ability for citizens to
file complaints directly
against lower judiciary
officials or court staff if
they face misconduct,
delays, or unfair treat-
ment.

Many  people
lacked the courage, re-
sources, or channels to
raise such concerns.

This mechanism
now provides them a
safe and op-

|| secretariat. Guided by

Withering Public Institutions

Asghar Harifal : 7 welfare the same are public sector structure
The beleaguered pub- created. The re- intoan obsolete entity.
lic offices have come sources placed at the The manpower and
under a new wave of disposal ofthese insti- the machine have
employee associations tutions with the aim to  found no compatibility.
broadening the turf alleviate the issues of The only change in the
war. The new rallying citizens, are arrogated last 75 years is that
point is to assert the to themselves and number of positions
right for the coveted have turned into a has shifted from one
packages in wages bone of contention for service group to an-
given to the provincial members of the insti- other. Mutual bargain-
tutions. Speaking of ing among the service
personal experience groups is termed re-
of a department, with form in the system. A
district and divisional third-body assessment
level offices, it was guided only by the pub-
noted that more than lic interest has never
90% of'the correspon- taken place.
dence made with that The resistance to
office was related to change has not only
the personal affairs of left the public sector
the employees work- unworkable, the pri-
ing in that department.  vate sector has over-
It is the case with ev- taken it in the market.
ery public sector insti- When private sector
tution. Their raison services are required
d’etre is service unto from the market, the
claimed by provincial self. public sector function-

the tools employed by
secretariat employees
to secure bloated
wages in comparison
with the attached de-
partment, the number
of associations has
multiplied and the pre-
existing ones have coa-
lesced into a broader
alliance.

They have further
asserted to arrogate
the positions ofhead of
attached departments

tion, reinforcing the |dcd
that justice is a right, not
aprivilege.

The Balochistan
High Court deserves rec-
ognition for taking a for-
ward-looking approach
tojudicial transparency.
By embracing technol-
ogy, the court has em-
powered the public,
strengthened account-
ability, and made justice
more approachable for
millions. This is a good
step — one that brings
the judiciary closer to
the people it serves.

Forced Marriage in Islam:

A Clear Violation of Women”

Rights and Human Dignity

By Musavir
Durrani:
Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make

consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The  Qur’an
Clearly Forbids
Forced Marriages.

Allah states in
Surah An-Nisa:

“0 you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their

ill.”

(Qur’an 4:19)

This verse was
revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic  Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid
A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)
complaining that her
father had married her

without her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-
sent is mandatory.

Hadith  Refer-

ences: Sahih al-
Bukhari, Hadith 5138.
Sahih Muslim, Hadith
1419.

These narrations
all confirm that the
Prophet (PBUH) al-
lowed the woman to
annul her forced mar-
riage.

One narration
even states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that fa-
thers

have no right to
force their daughters.

Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.

Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and
advise,

but they have ab-
solutely no power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
the;

“know what is
best,” they cannot
override the choice of
their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the
person getting mar-
ried.

Statements such
as: “If you don’t
marry this one, who
will “marry you?”.
“You have no
choice.” “Do it for

family honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”

These are pure
emotional manipula-
tion, and Islam do

not allow it. Emotional
or Psychological
Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-
riage is not only when

someone is physically
pressured. Even

emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or
threats

is invalid (Batil) in
Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH) an-
nulled

marriages done
without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the ground,

we bury their
dreams on the day of|
their Nikkah.”

When a girl is
forced into a marriage,
pressured emotionally,
or told she has no
other choice, we de-
stroy

her life while she
is still alive. This is the
new form of burying
women alive, and Is-
lam came to end this

injustice com-
pletely.

Forced marriage
has no place in Islam.
It is against the
Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against

e

=3

dignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but never
control or force
marriage decisions.
“Allal gave
women this right, and
no one can take it

secretariat L Element of pow- aries are found totally
A few days back spheres of influence. at large. The bloated ers keep their oppo- clueless about the
Balochistan Secre- Taking a cue from the ~oversize of public de- nents at bay trend in the market.
tariat Employees As- past, the growing partments in associa- The element of Resultantly, the public
sociation announced trend will bring serious tion with their age-old powers among em- sector is uniformly
its withdrawal from a pressure on the frail calcified nature has ployees’ associations characterized by sub-
grand alliance of other institutional frame- turned themintoaself- also include larger standard quality.

employees’ associa- work adding to public serving superstructure size; the larger the The public sector
tions. Thealliance was  grievances. and lost relevance to size, the more nui- has still not parted
formed to put pressure One of the phe- the common man. sance value to keep fromtherole, long per-
on the government for nomena, engendered A department cre- the opponent at bay. formed by it but is now
demands they all by growing pressure ated for the general At the provincial sec- overtaken by the pri-
shared; which included ~ groups in the public,is public turned into a retariat with theaimto vate sector with bet-
|he rise in pay and al-  written writ large that service provider for enlarge its own size ter performance. A

and to ad- institutions have expo- empl only ades-old clerical role swap from a
dress the dlscrepan- nentially grown in size, A department cre-  staff positions are ex- player to a regulator
cies. while at the same time ated for the service of ponentially expanded has still not taken

A growing number  turned into pathetically the general public has leading to a ‘one size place. The role of
of employees adding ossified entities, fore- turned into a service fits all’ structure. De- regulator, ~ which
public grievances telling their imminent provider for their re- spite specialization in should have been

The growingnum-  fall. The eventuality spective employees. every fieldtuninginto taken by the public
ber of employee asso-  will not only bring All the offices at dis- anorm, the publicsec- sector, is distasteful
ciations, in the name of ~ about suffenng for all trict, divisional or pro- tor is stuck in an age- for it.
their welfare, under- employees vincial levels have old  management The author is a
scores the growing with these institutions more affairs related to model. The informa- former Secretary of
utility of forming pres-  but it will also add to employees than that of tion technology devel-  Tourism Balochistan
sure groups to protract — the flight of the public the ones for whose opment has turned the Government.

Jacobabad, One of the hottest cities on earthi

Agsa Arshad the village named ing and cattle show is Sindh is the richest afamous picnic point.
Jacobabad Districtisa Jacob ~ in 1952 the most favorites for province in natural re- Conclusion
district in the province Jacocabad is famous the visitor. source production. Summing up over
of Sindh, Pakistan. It for Victoria Clock Economic Contri- Weather Condi- all the exploring the
is located in the north Tower in remem- bution tions city Jacobabad the
of Sindh, by the pro- brance of John Jacob Endowed with Weather is a bit Government should
vincial boundary with situated in the heart of coastal access, Sindh dusty because of pol- take step towards en-
Balochistan. Its head- the city. is a major center of luted air, open drain- vironmental issues by
quarters is the town of Geographical economic activity in age, and garbage sys- banning rice and other
Jacobabad which was Conditions Pakistan and has a tem on roads which various factories open
founded by General Jacobabad  is highly diversified have a in main city region
John Jacob in 1847. noted for its consis- economyranging from direct impact on whichiscontributing a
The population of tently high tempera- heavy industry and fi- the environment after lot to air pollution.
Jacobabad District is ture recorded in Paki- nance centered in and all contributing largely The District head
1,0006,297 according stan, 126 degrees around Karachi to a to waterand air pollu- should plant more
to the 2017 census. farheniet (52 degrees substantial agricultural tion open garbage on trees in the city so that
Density consumed centigrade). base along the Indus. roads adversely im- to overcome such en-
370/km2(970/sq) with The region is rich Manufacturing pacting the environ- vironmental issues
four numbers of inrice and grain culti- includes machine ment and health of Jacobabad will be an
Tehsils. 98% of the vation. products, cement, people. attractive place for
population  speak The flora of plastics, and various Polluted water Visitors.
Sindhi while 3% are Jacobabad consists of other goods. Sindh is near canals to open The author is
native Balochi speak- shrubs (cono, carpus) Pakistan’s most natu- roads giving breed to studying at the De-
ers. small plants not many ral producing mosquitoes due to partment of Environ-
Historical Back- and fauna cows, provin which malaria mental Sciences at
ground hens, buffalos, cam- Agnculture isvery recorded a lot every Sardar Bahadur Khan
The old name of els. importantin Sindh with  year in Jacobabad. Women University
Jacobabad was The traditional cotton, rice, wheat, Thevillageisnowwell Quetta. She can be
Khanghar in 1847 by functions arranged sugar cane, bananas, organized having contacted
General John Jacob every year in February and manages as the Shaheed  Benazir aqsayl367@gma11
later on when he died in which camel fight- most important crops. Bhutto park which is .com
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5.8-magnitude earthquake jolts
parts of Pakistan

NEWS DE A earthquake had a three major tectonic
5.8-magnitude carth- magnitude of 5.3 and plates — the Arabian,
quake jolted parts of struck Tajikistan at a Euro-Asianand Indian
the country early on depth of 140km. i
Friday. The United States  seismic zones under
According to the Geological Survey the country.
Pakistan Meteorologi- d stal The intersection
cal Department  Tajikistan, Chum .md of multiple fault lines
(PMD), the 5.8-mag- Afghamslan were means that tectonic
nitude earthquake among the affected movements remain a

struck at a depth of countries. frequent occurrence in
159km  in  the According to me-  the region.
Tajikistan- Xinjiang dia reports, the trem- In October 2025,

border region at 2am. ors were felt in a  3.2-magnitude
Islamabad and parts of earthquake was re-

h 3 corded in hi.
mological Centre Pakhtunkhwa. There month carlicr, a 5.5-
(EMSC), which re- were no immediate itude earthquake

"

) 0 .
Law minister defends 27th Amendment as ‘historic step’
NEWS DESK: Law Min- tion in the FCC.
ister Azam Nazeer Tarar The minister out-
on Thursday defended lined the structural im-
the 27th Constitutional balance the FCCseeks to
Amendment as a his- correct. Previously, the
toric step that fortifies Supreme Court’s compo-
Pakistan’s federal sts sition was linked to the
ture, countering o size of provincial high
cism that it undermines courts, leading to a pre-
judicial independence. dominance of judges
Speaking at the from Punjab, which has
book launching of Tea the largest high court.
Talk, a compilation of Smaller provinces like
columns by Advocate Balochistan had minimal
Talat Abbas Khan, here representation.
atthe Supreme Court Bar Since the Lahore
Association (SCBA), High Court has the big-
the law minister gest number of judges to
emphasised that the the tune of 60, therefore.
amendment’s corner- the Supreme Court al-
stone achievement was i ways enjoyed the major-
establishment of a scendo of a concerted Fazlur Rehman. louder,” the minister ity of judges from the
Fed-eral Constitutional and sustained attack on Establishment of said, adding that the Punjab, he exp-lained.
Court (FCC). the independence of the FCC termed ‘corner- power to choose repre- Likewise, he said, the
“This is a monu- judiciary, the right to a _stone achievement’ sentatives rests solely number of judges in the
mental contribution of fair trial, and the rule of He said the demand ~ with the people, not the Baloch-istan High Court
the Parliament to lawin Pakistan”. for such a court gained judiciary, which must was less and, therefore,
strengthen the federa- Mr Tarar urged crit-  momentum amid not engage in political the number of judges
tion,” the minister said, ics to understand the wid-espread concern engineering. from that pro--vince was
adding that by ensuring amendment’s intent be- over the Supreme The idea behind alsoless, adding that the
equal provincial repre- fore dismissingit, noting Court’s expansive use of setting up of the FCC same was the case with
sentation in the FCC, that the FCC was origi- suo motu powers under was to strengthen the Sindh and Khyber
the government has ad- nally envisioned in the the now-defunct Article federation by giving Pakhtunkhwa prov-
dressed a longstanding 2006 Charter of Democ- 184(3). “When such ju- equal representation to inces. The FCC creates
national demand. racy, a document en- dicial actions led to the all federating units of a new forum to address
The minister’s re- dorsed and signed byall  disqualification of law- the country and since grievances of depriva-
marks come in response  major political parties, in-  makers and even elected ~ federal capital was also tion and rift among
to an  Amnesty cluding the founder of prime ministers, the call part of the federation, smaller provinces, Mr
I

ports magnitude using reports of any casual- was felt in areas of]|
the Moment Magni- ties. K h y b e r
tude scale, said the Pakistan falls on Pakhtunkhwa.

Radio Pakistan challenges K-P
Assembly May 9 inquiry

NEWS DESK: The ad- approvedamotionin De- which they were defen-
stration of Radio Pa-  cember 2025 to form a  dants.
istan has challenged ~special committee under According to the
before the Peshawar Rule 237 to probe the petition, the trial com-
High Court the provi vandalism at Radio Pa- menced before an Anti-
cial government’s notifi- kistan Peshawar during Terrorism Court after the
cation formingan inquiry ~the May 9 and 10, 2023 prosecution submitted
commission into the unrest. Headed by Pro- the challan. However,
May9 and 10 incidents, vincial Law Minister during the pendency of
arguing that it unlaw- AfiabAlam, the commit- the proceedings, the
fully interferes with an  tee was tasked with ex- Speaker issued the noti-
ongoing criminal tri amining the causes of fication to probe the Ra-
In a writ petition the incident, including dio Pakistan attack,
filed through Advocate any alleged conspiracy, which the petitioner said
Shabbir Hussain andreviewing therole of lacked legal basis.
Gigyani, Radio Pakistan law enforcement agen- The petition main-
contended that its cies before submitting tained that while the
Peshawar building was recommendations to the ~Speaker may constitute
attacked during the vio- provincial assemblyand ~committees for legisla-
lent events of May 9, cabinet. tive or public welfare
2023, causing extensive The petition chal- matters, there was no au-
damage to public and lenged a notification is-  therityto interfere in ju:
private property. Cases sued by the Speaker of dicial proceedings. It
were subsequently reg- hyber further argued that al-
istered under anti-ferror- Pakhtunkhwa Assembly ~though a fegal frame-
ism provisions, with constituting an inquiry work exists for the estab-
several members of the commission that_in- lishment ofinquiry com-
provincial assembly cludes members of the missions, the prescribed
named as accused. assembly. It argued that procedure had not been
The inquiry com- lawmakersalreadynomi- followed.
mission was constituted nated as accused in the It was submitted
after the Khyber casecouldnotsitinjudg- that once a case is sub

P e

Fawad calls on Prime Minister
(PM) President to lead talks

NEWS DESK: Former Ayaz Sadiq to proceed while ordinary Paki-
federal minister Fawad with negotiations be- stanis were bearing the
Chaudhry has reiterated tween the government cost.

the need for dialogue, and PTI, sources said on He added that the

emphasising that nego- chncsday. a signifi- party’sreal stakeholders
tiations are essential for cant development in ef- were in jail, while what
the country’s stability. forts to cool political he called “guest actors”
He called on the prime  temperatures. continued to travel
minister and the presi- Parliamentary abroad. Reiterating that
dent to take ownership sources said that the the PTI leadership had
of the negotiation pro- government side has already called for talks,
cess. agreed to take partin the he said the government
Speaking to the me- talks at the speaker's re-  would need to reduce
dia after attending court ~ quest. However, discus- political tensions to
proceedings, Chaudhry sions will only be held make negotiations pos-
said the entire Pl lead-  with PTIs elected repre-  sible. Highlighting the
ership, including Shah sentatives, while no en- economic situation, he
Mahmood Qureshi, sup- gagement is planned said household survey
ported talks. with unelected party fig- data indicated that
Criticising the gov- ures. Despite ~ the nearly 30 per cent of Pa-
ernment, he claimed it government's readiness, kistanis were unable to
relied on “daily spec-  the sources said, no PTI afford three meals a day,
tacles” toremain relevant  leader has yet formally ~reflecting the severity of
and questioned how the approached the Office of  the crisis. He added that
country could function the Speaker to begin the no overseas Pakistani
while people faced sen- negotiation process, and ~was currently willing to
tences totalling “thou- initial outreach remains invest even a single dol-
sands of years.” pending from the lar due to prevailing un-
He also expressed ition's side. certainty. an
disappointment at what Chaudhry praised Anti-Terrorism Court
he described as the the Khyber- (ATC) in Lahore ex-
’s lack of se- P “hiefMin-  tended Chaudhry’s in-
riousness and urged ister Sohail Afridi for terimbail until 13 Febru-
party leaders to show demonstrating respon- ary in seven cases
courage if they had ac- sibility, but described a  linked to the May 9 vio-
cepted responsibility.  recent statement attrib- lence. The court ap-
Prime Minister uted to Sohail Afridi as proved the extension af-
Shehbaz Sharif has re- unfortunate. He said the ter confirming his atten-
portedly given the go- political struggle was dance and adjourned
ahead to National As- between the govern- the matter until the next
sembly Speaker Sardar ment and the opposition, hearing.

ter-nat-io--nal report the PTI, PPP, PML-N, for adedicated constitu- therefore, it should also Tarar said.
that described the and JUI-F’s Maulana tional court grew be given a representa-

T PTI’s Ali Zafar says talks with govt cannot happen till
meetings with Imran remain suspended

NEWS DESK: PTlleader here.*
Barrister Ali Zafar on On  Thursday,
Thursday said that no Achakzai, who led the
dialogue could be held TTAP caravan from
with the government Islamabad to Lahore,
until it allowed meetings had urged the nation
with incarcerated party and political parties to
founder Imran Khan. support its wheel-jam
e made the re- and shutter-down strike
marks while speaking to mark the second an-
alongside a delegation niversary of the Feb 8
of the opposition alli- elections, saying the
ance Tehreek Tahafuz protest would also pave
Ayeen-i-Pakistan the way for talks with the
(TTAP) in Lahore, which government.
is unalhrcc»dayvisit to The PTI had also
the cif art of the accused the Punjab po-
opposition’s “street lice of a crackdown on
movement” to hold po- its supporters ahead of
litical and social gather- Achakzai’s visit, saying
ings. resent. meetings are allowed time”. its  workers were
The alliance posted Speakingduringthe  with Imran,” he said. “The government rounded up by the po-
on X that TTAP chief gathering, PTI leader Zafar assured the TTAP cannot take any such lice in late-night raids
Mahmood Khan Barrister Ali Zafar wel-  of “full cooperation and step that will harm while the caravan was
Achakzai and Allama comed the TTAP del- support from [PTI's] Pakistan‘s future or is also attacked by
Raja Nasir Abbas arrived ~ egation to Lahore. leaders and workers in against Pakistan’s sov- “masked individuals” on
on Friday at a gathering He urged the TTAP  Lahore”, ereignty,” he said. its way to the provincial
held at the residence of to use its platform to He stressed that the Zafar expressed capital.
Advocate Chaudhry push for a meetingwith top priority at the mo- gratitude to the TTAP Speaking to report-
Ghulam Abbas, where a  Imran, who has not been  ment was the protection  leadership for their visit, ~ ers, Achakzai said a pow-
large number of journal-  allowed visitors in re- of Pakistan‘s sover- stating, “The difficulties  erful protest would exert
ists, political leadersand ~ cent weeks cignty. In this regard, he you faced in reaching ~pressure on the govern-
PTI workers were “No talks or dia- said that Imran’srelease ~ here, Iwould like to say ment to hold talks with
logue can start until was “the need of the that we face it every day

Sindh minister welcomes KP CM Afridi upon ar-
rival at Karachi alrport

NEWS DESK: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi
reached Karachi on Fri-
day, beginning his three-
day visit to Sindh as
part of mobilisation ef-
forts for PTI’s street
movement.

Sindh Labour Min-
ister Saced Ghani wel-
comed him at the airport.
A video released from
the minister’s office
showed Ghani receiving
Afridi and the two hug-
gingat the airport. Ghani
was also seen present-
ing Afridi a Sindhi cap
and Ajrak.

The party’s secre-
tary general Salman
Akram Raja has also
reached Karachi. = e L .

Videos shared by sealed the Insaf Secre- said, urging people to his office that the au- Murad Ali Shah.
the PTI on X showed a tariat in Karachi and dis- support the street move-  thorities had decided to The visit is aimed at
large crowd gathered at mantledacamp installed ment. KP CM an- allow the rallyat Mazar-  energising the party’s
the alrpon to welcome there for Afridi’s wel- nounced that he would i-Quaid. “We will fully newly launched street

come. Bozdar said CM beholdinga@lhermgat welcome KP Chief Min- movement in Karachi

Afridi boarded the Afridi was expected to Mazar-i-Quaid on Sun- ister Sohail Afridiin the and other cities seeking
flight for Karachi from address party workers daydl430pm callingon  province,” he said, add-  the release of the incar-
the Islamabad airport, and leaders at the head people to participate in ing that the peaceful cerated former prime

where he faced flight office, where he would the gathering. struggle of any political minister.

delays. betaken from the airport. “We will hold the party, including the PTI, On Monday, PTI
KP Minister for Lo- Healsosaidhe had biggest gathering in  could not be stopped.  Sindh President Haleem

cal Government Meena spoken to police and Karachi’s history,” CM But, healsowarned  Adil Sheikh, during a

Khan Afridi, who is ac-  Sindh government offi- Afridi said. that “difficulties could press conference at

companying the chief cials, who have assured Forits part, the au- arise in the law is vio- party headquarters,

minister, said in aposton  that the tents would be thorities in Sindh ini- lated”. “There is no re- Insaf House, shared the
Xprior totheir departure ~ returned. He added that  tially said Afridi would striction on the rally. CM Afridi’s schedule for
that their flight had been  the officials also assured not be allowed toholda  They have sought per- the visit. He detailed that
delayed. that the party would be public gathering at on for holding ral-  CM Afridi will depart
Meanwhile, PTI allowed to hold a gath- Mazar-i-Quaid but later, in South and Korangi ~ from Islamabad on Janu-
okesperson eringbutwasasked not aprovincial ministeran- districts. They have 9 and arrive in
Mohammed Ali Bozdar  to block roads. nounced a change in the ~ sought permission for a , where he will be
alleged while speaking Dawn reached out decision. rally at Jinnah Ground ~received by party work-
to Dawn that police had  to police for a comment A notification is- andtheyare being given ers and supporters.
removed the tents putup but there was no re- sued by the Korangi pcrmis;ion for that,” he Arally will then ac
outside the party‘s head sponse from their side. ~ deputy commissioner’s said. “We are in talks company him to Insaf
office near the nursery Before departing office initially cited With the PT1 leadership House, followed by a
area for the KPCM’s re- for Karachi, the KP chief “great traffic conges- and they can definitely = series of meetings with
ception. minister said in a post tion” and consequent be given permission for party leaders and delega-
He. however, clari- on X that he was bring- “public inconvenience” holding the rally in ac- tions. His Karachi en-
fied that the office had ing party founder Imran as the reasons to deny cordance with the law.”  gagements include inter-
not been sealed by po- Khan’s “message” to permission to hold the The KP CM, during actions with traders at
lice. the province. gathering at Mazar-i- his three-day visit, will the Federation of Paki-
Previously, the PTI “My visit is for Quaidand askedthe PTI meet with the partylead- stan Chambers of Com-
had alleged in apost on  three days and during to propose an alternative  ershij wellas rs merce and Industry, a
social media platform X this time we have venue. However, later sine: s, meeting with the Pre:
that Sindh police had planned various activi- SindhLocal Government ~ and hold a meeting with at the Karachi Press
ties,” the chief minister i hahsaid Sindh Chief Minister Club (KPC).
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?unj ab freezes 680 TLP leaders' assets, IDs; blocks 740 vehicles

LAHORE (INP): The
Punjab Excise Depart-
ment has blocked more
than 740 vehicles be-
longing to 680 leaders
placed on the Fourth
Schedule of the banned
organisation, Tehreek-e-
Labbaik Pakistan (TLP),

following directives is-
sued by the Punjab
Home Deparlmenl

Th Excise
Dcparlmcnl; officials
confirmed that the move
i part of a broader crack-
down aimed at restrict-
ing both movable and

immovable assets of in-  cise Department blocked
dividuals deemed a se- all identified vehicles
curityrisk. Home Depart-  linked with the provided
ment had shared detailed 680 national identity
lists seeking the block-  card numbers ofthe TLP
ing of properties associ- leaders.Excise Depart-
ated ~ with Fourth ment officers said the
Schedulers. affected vehicles can

Inresponse, the Ex- neither be transferred

nor used to register any
new ownership under
the same National ID
Cdrdb

sources
dddcd that complete lists
of the blocked vehicles
had been dispatched
back to the Home De-

partment, while all Excise
and Taxation Officers
across the province were
also notified to ensure
implementation on the
ground. Officials further
noted that details of im-
movable properties con-
nected to the same indi-

viduals had been sent to
the relevant authorities
so that they may also be
frozen in the system. The
development follows a
formal communication
from the Home Depart-
ment last month direct-
ing the Excise Depart-

ment to initiate the pm-
cess, which

been completed. The ac.
tion is part of an ongo-
ing effort to tighten over-
sight of individuals
listed under the Fourth
Schedule for their al-
leged involvement.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister of Pakistan Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets Sajwani Business|
[delegation of UAE and holds a luncheon in its honor.

KP CM Afridi announces PTI rally at
Mazar-e-Quaid on Sunday

PESHAWAR, Jan 09
(INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi has announced
that Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) will hold
amassive public rally
at Mazar-e-Quaid in
Karachi on Sunday
(January 11). The rally
is part of the party’s
street movement
ahead of the protest
call scheduled for Feb-
ruary 8

In a statement is-
sued on Friday, CM
Sohail Afridi said the
rally would begin at
4:30pm.

He added that his
visit to Sindh aims to

take the message of 1

jailed PTI founder
Imran Khan to every
part of the province.
He also called on the
people of Sindh to fully

support PTI’s street
movement, claiming
the gathering would be
the biggest rally
Karachi has ever
seen.

CM Afridi who
was due to depart for
Karachi from
Islamabad Airport at
9:00 am on Friday, got
his flight delayed
which will now be ex-
pected to land at
Karachi Airport after
2:00 pm.

Meanwhile, CM
Afridi’s aide on infor-
mation, Shafi Jan, said
the chief minister will
meet Sindh Chief Min-
ister Murad Ali Shah
on Monday, January

2.

During his stay in
Sindh, Afridi is also
expecled to meet
party leaders at the
Insaf House, visit the

press club, and travel e-Jinnah and assuring
to Hyderabad. Ac- thatall rules and codes
cording to Shafi Jan, of conduct would be
CM Afridi will also followed.
visit prison facilities in Speaking ona pri-
Karachi’s District vate TV channel,
South, Sindh Senior Minister
Korangi, and Sharjeel Memon said
Malir to meet inmates.  the provincial govern-
In Hyderabad, he ment would ensure
will address the bar free movement, secu-
association and press rity, and protocol for
club, attend an Insaf the KP chief minister.
Students Federation Memon said
convention, and hold ~Afridi would be free to
meetings with the carry out political and
party’s local leader- official activities as
ip. long as they remain
PTI has formally within the law.
requested permission He added that the
to hold a public gath- Sindh government is
ering near Mazar-e- willing to facilitate
Quaid. Karachi Re-  public gatherings if in-
gion PTI President formed inadvance, but
Raja Azhar wrote to warned against any
the deputy commis- activities that may dis-
sioner of District East, turb public order or
seeking approval fora cause inconvenience
peaceful rally at Bagh-  to citizens.

£3

Motorways across
Pakistan closed
due to dense fog

LAHOR (INP):Dense fog
continues to_blanket
most parts of Punjab,
Sindh, Balochistan, and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) provinces, prompt-
ing the closure of sev-
eral motorway sections
as a precautionary mea-
sure to ensure public
safety. According to de-
tails, Motorway M-1 is
closed for all kinds of
traffic from Swabi to
Burhan, M-4 from Sher
Shah to Sham Kot, M-5
from Sher Shah to
Sukkur, and M-14 from
Fateh Jang to Kot
Badian. Thick fog also
engulfed different sec-
tors of Islamabad and its
adjacent areas. Thick
fog was also reported
from  Jaffarabad,
Sohbatpur, Shikarpur,
and Bolan due to low
visibility. Motorway Po-
lice spokesperson Syed
Imran Ahmed said the
closures were necessary

to protect lives and prop-
erty amid hazardous
weather conditions. Fog
has also been reported
in several cities along
the National Highway,

[ILONDON: Chairman Prime Minist

where visibility remains.
extremely poor.

Authorities have
warned that lane viola-
tions during fog c
lead to serious acci-
dents, urging drivers to
strictly follow lane dis-
cipline. Motorists have
been advised to use fog
lights, reduce speed
and maintain a safe dis-
tance from vehicles
ahead. Citizens planning
to travel have been in-
structed to prefer day-
time journeys. The
Motorway Police has
defined safe travel tim-
ings between 10:00 am
and 6:00 pm, when vis-
ibility is relatively better.

The police further
advised the public to
avoid unnecessary
travel and contact the
Motorway helpline 130
for guidance or a
tance during fog-related
disruptions.

Motorway Police
said that monitoring
teams are deployed on
major routes to ensure
safety and manage traf-
fic flow as weather con-
ditions evolve.

's Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan Meets|
Chester King CEO British Sports Association 9th January 2026.

LHC hints at action
against officers who
cut trees near
Doctors Hospital

LAHORE  (INP): been cut between the
Lahore High Court canal and the road in
(LHC) has expressed front of the doctor's
strong anger over tree hospital and a separate
cutting in the city hint-  petition has also been
registration of a filed regarding this.

ase against Parks The court inquired
and Horticulture Au- the member of the En-
thority (PHA) officials vironment Commis-
who cut trees near sion Syed Kamal

Doctors Hospital. Haider have you vis-
Conducting the ited the site.
smog case proceed- He replied that

ings on Friday, the yes, I have visited but
court summoned the only branches of the
concerned PHA offic- trees have been cut.
ers on Monday. Syed Kamal
Justice Shahid Haider replied that
Karim remarked that these have been cut
a case will be regis- by the
tered against the re- PHA people. You
sponsible officers and  should investigate this
they will be arrested immediately, Justice
by the court Shahid Karim di-
itself. The hearing rected.
of the case has been Remember, who-
adjourned until Janu- ever is

Sindh govt allows Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) rally at Jinnah ground

KARACHI (INP):
The Sindh government
has decided to allow
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) to hold a
political rally at Jinnah
Ground in Karachi,
provincial minister
Nasir Hussain Shah
said on Saturday.

Talking to media,
Nasir Shah stated that
ChiefMinister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sohail
Afridi  would be
warmly welcomed in
Sindh and is free to
carry out political ac-
tivities anywhere in
the province.

He said that the
peaceful struggle of
any political party, in-
cluding PTI, cannot
be stopped.

However, he
warned that problems
could arise if the law
is violated.

The provincial
minister clarified that
there is no ban on
PTI’s rally. He added
that the party has also

applied for permission
to hold rallies in
Korangi and the South
district.

PTI has formally
sought permission for
a rally at Jinnah G
den, which is being
gramed in accordance
with the law. He said
talks are ongoing with
PTI leadership and
permission for a
Karachi rally can be
given as per legal re-
quirements.

Meanwhile, PTI
Karachi President
Raja Azhar said that
the Sindh government
has verbally informed
the party that permis-
sion for the rally is be-
ing granted, but the
Assistant Commis-
sioner has not yet is-
sued the formal No
Objection Certificate
(NOC).

He said that once
the NOC is issued,
PTI will submit the
required challan to the
Quaid-e-Azam ad-

‘ministration.

Raja Azhar ex-
pressed concern that
the NOC must be sub-
mitted by 3 pm on Sat-
urday, but the district
administration, includ-
ing the Assistant Com-
missioner, is no longer
responding to PTI’s

On the other
hand, before departing
for Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Sohail Afridi
claimed that PTI
would hold the biggest
rally in Karachi’s his-
tory.

He said he is vis-
iting Sindh for three
days and that a major
rally will be held on
Sunday at the Quaid-
e-Azam shrine.

According to him,
the schedule has been
released by PTI Sindh
President Haleem
Adil Sheikh and the
party organization.

He urged the
people of Sindh to ac-

tively participate in all
programs and fully
support the street
movement.

Sohail Afridi said
that during his visit, he
would convey the
message of PTI
founder and Chairman
Imran Khan to every
corner of Sindh.

He further an-
nounced that on Sun-
day at 4:30 pm, what
he termed the largest
rally in the city’s his-
tory would be held at
the Quaid-e-Azam
shrine in Karachi.

Separately, PTI
Secretary General
Barrister  Salman
Akram Raja has ar-
rived in Karachi on a
visit to Sindh. In his
message upon reach-
ing the city, he termed
the visit an important
milestone,

saying that the
voice raised from
Karachi would be
heard across the
country.

Nagqyvi orders crackdown on begging and
immigration mafias

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi on
Friday directed the
FIA Immigration Wing
to launch an effective
crackdown against
professional begging
networks and  the
people facilitating
them, stressing that no
leniency would be
shown toward those
tarnishing
Pakistan’s reputation.
hairing a high-
level meeting in

strict and indiscrimi-
nate action against
mafias involved in ille-
gal immigration.

He said those in-
volved in human
smuggling deserve no
leniency.

Mohsin Naqvi in-
structed the FIA to
ensure the effective
enforcement of immi-
gration laws and
stressed that the air-
port immigration
checking  system
should be further

MohsinNaqvi re-
viewed the perfor-
mance of the FIA’s
Immigration Wing and
assessed ongoing ef-
forts to curb illegal
immigration and hu-
man trafficking.

Mohsin Naqvi di-
rected to continue

The interior minis-
ter said that those in-
volved in trafficking
“deserve no conces-
sion” and emphasised
that Pakistan’s name
“cannot be allowed to
be disgraced under
any circumstances.”
The minister in-

structed the FIA to
ensure strict enforce-
ment of immigration
laws and ordered that
immigration checks at
airports be strength-
ened, with enhanced
screening of travel
documents.

The meeting was
attended by the fed-
eral mu.nor sccn.tary,
| interior

the

During his visit to
the Saudi Embassy
last August, he told the
ambassador that the
mafia sending beggars
abroad was damaging
Pakistan’s interna-
tional image.

The interior minis-
ter said the FIA had
already been in-
structed to launch a

secretary,

the FIA director
general, and zonal
rectors from Karachi
and Lahore.

Nagqyvi’s directives
come months after he
assured Saudi Ambas-
sador Nawaf bin
Saced Ahmed Al-
Maliki of decisive ac-
tion against profes-
sional Pakistani beg-
gars travelling to Saudi
Arabia.

ary 12 Lahore. will register a case

Azhar Siddique against him, Justice
Advocate told the Shahid Karim re-
court that trees have marked.

for Climate |

In a second vxsll
to the Saudi Emba:

in the same monlh
Nagqvi held follow-up
ssions on the is-
sue and informed the
ambassador thata full-
scale operation was
underway against the
begging mafia, adding
that a zero-tolerance
policy had been
adopted.

Iusudnmfme Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to Pakistan, called on

di

Campalgn to eradicate pollen allergy
in Islamabad launched

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The Ministry of
Health has launched a
comprehensive and
historic campaign to
eradicate pollen al-
lergy in the federal
capital, on the direc-
tions of the prime min-
ister.

According to min-
istry of Health on
‘Wednesday, under the
chairmanship of Min-
ister of State for
Health Dr Mukhtar
‘Ahmed Malik,

a detailed
roadmap was pre-
pared, followed by co-
ordinated action be-
tween the Capital De-
velopment Authority
(CDA) and the Min-

istry of National
Health Services.

As part of the ini-
tiative, a three-phase,
science-based opera-
tion targeting pollen-
causing trees and
plants have been suc-
cessfully completed.

A total of around
29,115 such trees—
identified as the pri-
mary source of pollen
allergy—have been
removed from various
areas of Islamabad,
including F-9 Park,
Shakarparian and sev-
eral major sectors of
the city, it further
stated.

Authorities clari-
fied that only pollen-
allergy—causing trees

were removed, while
local and non-aller-
genic trees remain
fully protected. It was
also announced that
three new indigenous
trees will be planted to
replace each uprooted
tree.

So far, more than
40,000 eco-friendly
trees have already
been planted in the af-
fected areas.

In addition, ten-
ders have been issued
for plantation of more
tree with the support
of private sector and
the Oil and Gas De-
velopment Company
Limited (OGDCL), it

)
S

ed.
Rehabilitation

work is currently un-
derway across 81
acres land in
Shakarparian, with the
project scheduled for
completion by April
2026, it underscored.

The initiative has
yielded encouraging
health outcomes, with
a report of around 23
percent reduction in
pollen vaccination
cases over the past
two years.

Comparing  to
2023, the allergy cases
dropped to less than
half in 2025. While
pollen-related cases in
November and De-
cember 2025 were re-
corded at historic lows,
it added.
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Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan
Mandokhail Stresses Public-Centric Politics
and National Unity

Governor
slaled that even today,
national unity can be
strengthened” through
people-friendly politics

y ensuring publi
rights and empower-
ment. He emphasized
that it is the national
dutyofall elected repre-
sentatives to unite
people instead of divid-
ing them, and to become
the voice and support of
the voiceless and
ous districts at the Gov- marginalized segments suffering humanity is site for sustainable de-
ernor House Quetta.  of society. the greatest form of ser-  velopment.

Ziarat DC Chairs District Education Group Meeting,
Announces TeacherAppomtments This Month

QUETTA:Governor of
Balochistan, Jafar Khan
Mandokhml has said
that he views politics as
an important social re-
sponsibilityaimed at im-
proving the lives of or-
dinary people, raising
their intellectual capac-
ity, and freeing society
from superstition and
‘misconceptions.

He expressed these
views while speaking to
delegations from vari-

vice, and embodying the
spirit of public service
marks the beginning of
a healthy and progres-
sive society.
Reflecting on his
long political career, the
Governor said that he
has always believed in
cooperation without di
crimination, stressing
that fostering awareness
of rights and respor
bilities in society is a
fundamental prerequi-

Gov n
Mandokhail funher said
that human dignity and
honor are directly linked
to the provision of ba-
sic needs and essential
facilities. In this regard,
he noted that concrete
efforts are underway to
ensure the timely
completion of ongoing
development projects
so that their benefits
reach the common man.
He added that serving

ZIARAT: A meelmg of
the District Education
Group was held under
the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Ziarat, Muhammad Riaz
Khan Dawar, to review

Farzana Arbab, Ac-
counts Officer Abdul
Ghani Panezai, and DDO
Nageebullah Kakar. All
DDOs presented their
performance reports and
briefed the Deputy Com-
educational affairs and missioner on current
ongoing development in progress and chal-
the district. lenges. Addressing the

The meeting was meeting, Deputy Com-
attended by District missioner N
Education  Officer Riaz Khan Dawar an-
Latifullah Gharshin, DEO  nounced that the pro-
Female Maimoona, DDO ~ cess of recruiting tempo-
Sanjawi Ghulam Rasool ~ raryteachers will be com-
pleted within this month,

Quetta DC Chairs Review Meeting on Non-Functional
Schools, Orders Immediate Restoration

QUETTA: A review trict Education Officer, pleted during the ongo- faced by non-func-
meeting of the District District Treasury Of- ing holidays so that tional schools.

Education Group was ficer, and other con- they can become fully He reaffirmed the
held under the chair- cerned officials. operational immedi- district administration’s
manship of Deputy During the meet- ately after the vaca- commitment that all

which will help over-
come the shortage of
teachers in government
schools across the dis-

Emphasizing the im-
portance of education,
the Deputy Commis-
sioner stated that no
compromise will be made
on quality or merit, and
all decisions will be
taken strictly in accor-
dance with established
rules. He reaffirmed the
district administration’s

i to promot-
ing education through-
out Ziarat and warned
that any negligence in
this regard will not be
tolerated.

trict.

He further directed
education officers to
conduct daily visits to
the education depart-
ment schemes included
under the Balochistan
Special D
Tnitiative (BSDI) to en-
sure that all projects are
completed on merit and
within the given
timelines.

Kakar, DDO Female

Commissioner Quetta, ing, a detailed briefing tions. non-functional schools
Mehrullah Badini, to was presented on the Deputy Commis- in Quetta will be com-
assess the status of number and condition sionerMehrullah Badini pletely restored and

further stated that dis-
trict administration of-
ficers will extend full
cooperation to the Edu-
cation Department in
resolving the issues

of  non-functional
schools in Quetta.
The Deputy Com-
missioner directed that
all necessary work at
these schools be com-

non-functional schools
in the district.

The meeting was
attended by the Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner (General), Dis-

made operational in the
coming days,

ensuring better
educational facilities
for students across the
district.

Balochistan Food Authority Cracks Down on
Unsafe Food Practices in Quetta, Kuchlak,
and Sibi 79 Food Outlets Inspected; 33 Issued
Violations for Health and Safety Lapses

BFA,

QUETTA:The
Balochistan Food Au-
thority (BFA) continues
its rigorous inspections
to eliminate substandard
and unsafe food prac-
tices across the prov-
ince. Ina comprehensive

cooking oil, substan-
dard spices, and unsafe
food coloring agents.

e items were
promptly seized and de-
stroyed on-site.

The team further
found several food out-

stipulated time.

The Balochistan
Food Authority empha-
sized that ensuring the
public's access to safe
and quality food is their
top priority.

Theyreiterated their

action was taken
against 33 food outlets
found in severe viola-
tion of food safety laws.
Among the infractions,
poor hygiene, unsafe
food storage practices,

DC Kech Chairs Meeting on Arrangements
for Turbat Marathon Race

TURBAT:An impor-
tant meeting of coun-
cillors of the Munici-
pal Corporation Turbat
was held under the
chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Kech, Bashir Ahmed
Baloch, to review ar-
rangements for the up-
coming marathon
race.

The meeting fo-
cused on civic and ad-
ministrative prepara-
tions for the marathon
race scheduled to be
held on January 10 as
part of the Kech
Sports and Fitness

Festival. Detailed dis-
cussions were held on
ensuring smooth coor-
dination between the
district administration

suring effective coor-
dination with security
agencies.

Deputy Commis-
sloner Kech dlrected

I
Hasrat, attended the
meeting.

The councillors
assured full coopera-
tion with the district

and the au- to en- the N 1 Corpo-
thorities for the suc- sure the marathon’s ration to make special
cessful conduct of the success. sanitation arrange-
event. Key issues dis- ments prior to the

Secretary of the cussedincluded clean- race. He further in-

structed that fire bri-
gade services, rescue
teams, and medical
staff remain on high
alert to effectively re-
spond to any emer-
gency situation and to
provide a safe and se-
cure environment for
the athletes.

Kech Sports and Fit-
ness Festival, Altaf
Sakhi, along with Mu-
nicipal Corporation
councillors including
Tariq Babul, Captain
Chakar Khan, Nasir
Ismail, Tjaz Mallai,
Aslam Baloch, Shams
Bashir, and Nadeem

ing and preparation of
race routes, road re-
pairs, installation of
water points at vari-
ous locations, and pro-
vision of facilities for
spectators. Emphasis
was also placed on
maintaining smooth
traffic flow and en-

SE Irrigation Circle Vows Timely Supply of
Agricultural Water to Balochistan

Divisional Officer
Mumtaz Ali Soomro
called on Superintend-
ing Engineer Irrigation
Circle, Mudassar
Zafar Khoso, and con-
gratulated him on as-
suming charge.
During the meet-
ing, SDO Mumtaz Ali
Soomro briefed the
Superintending Engi-
neer on the supply of

Zafar Khoso said that
all available resources
would be utilized to
ensure the timely and
rightful supply of agri-
cultural water to
Balochistan, adding
that no negligence in
this regard would be
tolerated.

He appreciated
the efforts of SDO
Mumtaz Ali Soomro
for consistently keep-

agricultural water to
Balochistan ~ from
Guddu Barrage.

The briefing cov-
ered the current situ-
atios

ing the authorities in-
formed about the situ-
ation of agricultural
water supply.

At the conclusion
of the meeting, both
officers reaffirmed
their commitment to
work in close coordi-
nation to improve wa-
ter delivery systems
and safeguard the in-
terests of farmers
across the region.

n,
challenges being
faced, and matters re-
lated to the fair distri-
bution of water among
agricultural areas.
Speaking on the
occasion, SE Irrigation
Circle  Mudassar

Gwadar DC Chairs Key Meeting to
Finalize Preparations for
February 2026 Antl-Pollo Campalgn

GWADAR: A high-
level meeting was held
under the chairmanship
of Deputy Commis-
sioner Gwadar,
Nageebullah Kakar, to
review preparations for
the first DPK NID Anti-
Polio Campaign sched-
uled for February 2026.

icers fromall rel-
evant line departments
across the district at-
tended the meeting.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
General Dr. dul
Shakoor, District Health
Officer Dr. Yasir Tahir,
DSM PPHIDr. Murshid

ashti, DSP Police
Chakar Baloch, WHO
Dr. Zafar

The meeting also
featured an in-depth di
cussion on the security
plan.

The Deputy Com-
missioner directed that
the security arrange-
ments be finalized and
implemented promptly
to ensure the campaign

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

workers during the cam-
paign and issued imme-
diate and effective in-
structions to concerned
departments for their
resolution. He empha-
sized strong monitoring
of the campaign and en-
couraged frontline work-
ers for their dedication.

is conducted in a peace-
ful, safe, and successful
manner.

He reiterated that
the complete eradication
of polio remains a top
priority of the govern-
ment and requires coor-
dinated efforts from all

departments.
18,
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TreE
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to zero-tol-
erance for violations and
vowed to continue the
crackdown on unsafe
food practices.

The authority has
called on all food busi-
nesses to adhere to the
established safety stan-
dards and regulations
for the well-being of
consumers.

food safety inspection
drive in various areas of
Quetta, Kuchlak, and
Sibi, a total of 79 food
outlets were thoroughly
examined. During the in-
spections, multiple vio-
lations of food safety
regulations were uncov-
ered.

and non-compliance
with standard operating
procedures (SOPs) were
the most prominent.

Consequently, 25
hotels, 4 fast food cor-
ners, and 4 cooking cen-
ters were fined.

The inspection
team also discovered
large quantities of re-
used, contaminated

lets operating without a
valid food business li-
cense, triggering legal
actions against the of-
fenders.

In addition, 24 es-
tablishments with minor
deficiencies were issued
corrective notices, urg-
ing them to comply with
BFA’s SOPs and rectify
their practices within the

‘According to a
spokesperson for the

Igbal, XEN B&R Akram
Rahim, Deputy Director
Social Welfare Isa
Baloch,

District Surveil-
lance Officer Dr. Faroog
Baloch, Assistant Direc-
tor Local Government
Dost  Muhammad
Baloch, District Live-
stock Officer Dr. Sabir
Ali Baloch, NRSP Dis-
trict Manager Peer Jan
Baloch, District Educa-
tion Officer Wahab
Majeed, along with other
concerned officials.

During the session,
the WHO representa-
tive presented a detailed
report on the previous
anti-polio campaign, in-
cluding information on
suspected polio cases,
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samples,
and demographic data.
The meeting was
informed that a total of
35,364 children have
been targeted for vacci-
nation during the up-
coming campaign.
Deputy Commis-
sioner Nageebullah

Kakar reviewed the chal-
lenges faced by field

wmlopes by hard of
tbore 36 H1-2026 ot
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Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP) to probe cooking oil industry

NEWS DESK:The gov-
emment has directed the

of Industries and Pro-
duction, in

Competition Commis-
sion of Pakistan (CCP) to
investigate the allega-
tions of cartelisation in
the cooking oil and ghee
industry on a fast track.

The National Price
Monitoring Committee
(NPMC), in a recent
meeting, directed the
CCP to submit its prelimi-
nary findings in the next
meeting.

The committee said
that it had noticed that
health issues were in-
creasing due to the sub-
standard quality of
cooking oil and ghee.
Furthermore, it stated
that the issue may be
taken up seriously by
the relevant ministries
and provincial depart-
ments.

The price control
committee also reviewed
the cooking oil price
trend in compliance with
the Economic Coordina-
tion Committee’s (ECC)
decision taken on July
The CCP informed
meeting participants
that an investigation
into alleged cartelisation
in the palm oil and ghee
sector had been initiated
in November 2025.

The CCP was in the
process of collecting
requisite information
and would complete its
preliminary report in a
couple of months.

The committee de-
cided that the Ministry

with the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology
(Pakistan Standards and
Quality Control Author-
ity), should coordinate
with the provincial gov-
ernments (food control
authorities/ depart-
ments) to ensure compli-
ance with prescribed
standards for the veg-
etable oil and ghee sup-
plied domestically and
submit a report fo the
NPMC in the next meet-
ing.

The committee
agreed that the Ministry
of National Food Secu-
rity and Research and
thé food and agriculture
section of the Ministry
of Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Initia-
tives, under the supervi-
sion of the consultant
food and agriculture,
may prepare a policy pa-
per for the potential agri-
products, such as tea,
edible oil, processed
products, pulses Jjuices,
etc, which could be
incentivised to reduce
Pakistan's import bill and
save foreign exchange.
Additionally, it may in”
clude the impact of gen-
eral sales tax on pro-
cessed food that was
impeding the develop-
ment of value-added
markets.

The committee said
that the presentation to
be made by the
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) administration

was deferred and the
chair had given the di-
rective that the ICT chief
commissioner would
give a detailed briefing
on the movement of
commodity prices and
the administrative mea-
sures planned  for
Ramazan in the next
meeting.

Banks engage with ‘viable’
agri-loan initiative

NEWS DESK:The
Paki-stan Banks Asso-
ciation (PBA) says
banks are willingly en-
gaging with the re-
cently-launched
Zarkhez-¢ (Asaan Digi-
tal Zarai Qarza) initiative
because it is structured
as acommercially viable
incentive scheme.
Referring toa Dawn
story titled “The flaws of
coercive sustainability’,
published in the Busi-
ness and Finance
Weekly on Jan 5, a PBA

The decision of
who to lend to and who
not to lend to, rests
squarely with banks.

He said banks also
remain free to obtain se-
curity and collateral in
line with their internal
risk policies.

He insisted that the
banking industry’s par-
ticipation in this scheme
‘was not a result of pres-
sure from the State Bank
or the Ministry of Fi-
nance.

The PBA, however,

on argued

that a

that a key distinction of
Zarkhez-c i that eligibil-
ity of the borrower does
not equate to entitle-

NEWS DESK:The Min-
istry of IT and Telecom
has  acknowledged
long-standing demands
of the telecom sector by
casing payment terms
and fixing exchange and
interest rates in its policy
directive for the upcom-
ing next-generation mo-
bile spectrum auction, a
‘move that clears the way
for the Pakistan Tele-
communication Author-
ity to issue the Informa-
tion Memorandum for
existing operators and
new entrants to partici-
pate in the process.
Under the ap-
proved framework, the
spectrum fee has been
denominated in US dol-
lars, but the exchange
rate will be calculated at
the National Bank of
Pakistan's TT selling rate
prevailing at the close of
business on the day pre-
ceding the auction date.
At least 50% of the spec-
trum price will be payable
within one year of the li-
cence issuance date,
while the remaining 50%
will be paid in five equal
annual instalments car-
rying interest at the
KIBOR offer rate plus
three percentage points.
e directive also
revises the benchmark

weak recovery frame-

work was indeed a chal-

lenge for the banking

sector.

But the Zarkhez-c
b

scheme has been de-
signed to mitigate these
legal risks through gov-
ernment-backed incen-
tives: a 10pc first-loss
guarantee as a tangible
buffer against default
and optional crop loan
insurance as a tool to
de-risk the portfolio,
though, he said.

The spokesperson
maintained that com-
bined with real-time
Nadra ID verification,
PMD mobile SIM verifi-
cation against CNIC, and
the Land Information
Management System for
digital agronomic data,
these cogent incentives
‘make participation a logi-
cal business decision.

KIBOR for 5G

ed
that the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS) would
prepare a  weekly/
monthly report on the
ranking of districts in
terms of price control
and share it with the
concerned ministry and
provincial governments
to enable them to effec-

tively control price
movements.

The chicf statisti-
cian presented an analy-
sis covering the infla-
tion trends, impact of
recent floods on food
prices, wholesale-retail
price differentials and
national and interna-
tional trends for cooking

oil prices.

He informed the
meeting that prices of
key commodities such
as wheat, chicken, pota-
toes, onions, tomatoes
and eggs were re-
viewed, witha particular
focus on comparing the
current rates with pre-
flood level

The State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) pre-
sented a comprehensive
report on loan disburse-
ments to farmers for the
sowing of Rabi crops in

ood-affected arcas,
along with district-wise
details.

Meeting partic

pants expressed the de-

sire that the SBP may
also provide a complete
disaggregated break-
down of farm and non-
farm credit and the types
of credit disbursed un-
der those categories, so
that the NPMC may have
a clearer picture of the
effective utilisation of

committee
emphasised the need for
stronger coordination
between the provincial
governments and the
Ministry of National
Food Security to accu-
rately assess the situa-
tion.

It was emphasised
that the demand and
supply of essential food
items, especially ahead
of Ramazan and festive
seasons, be evaluated
for their uninterrupted
supply at stable prices.
The food ministry ap-
prised the meeting of
consultations held with
the Ministry of Indus-
tries and the provincial
governments, and iden-
tified the measures to be
taken before and during
Ramazan to provide es-
sential food items at
stable prices.

he provincial de-
partments added that
they had asked the dis-
trict administrations to
take all possible mea-
sures to ensure the sup-
ply of essential food
items during Ramazan. In
that regard, the Sasta
Ramazan Bazaar will also
be organised.

Super tax may trigger arbitration,
warn exploration firms

NEWS DESK: The Paki-
stan Petroleum Explora-
tion and Production
Companies Association
(PPEPCA) on Thursday
warned that the imposi-
tion of super tax could
affect the financial viabil-
ity of exploration and
production (E&P) com-
panies and undermine
Pakistan’s decades-long
efforts toattract foreign
investment in the oil and
gas sector.

Ina two-page letter
to Special Investment
Facilitation Council
(SIFC) Secretary Jamil
Ahmad Qureshi, the as-
sociation said foreign
and even local investors
would be reluctant to
commit billions of dollars
to high-risk, long-term
upstream projects if
foundational fiscal terms
could be altered unilat-
erally.
It said investors ac-
cepted such risks be-
cause petroleum con-
cession agreements
(PCAs) provided fiscal
stability, and that remov-
ing this certainty retro-
spectively would be
“fundamentally unfair”
and  economically
unviable.

The association’s
concerns come as the

~ Govt fixes dollar rate, shifts to

used for deferred pay-
ments.

Unlike the 2021-era
policy that linked
instalments to the Lon-
don Interbank Offered
Rate, the current frame-
work shifts to a domes-
tic interest rate structure,
a change sought by op-
erators amid global rate
volatility. Each new
spectrum licence will be
valid for a period of 15
years.

According to the
policy, the PTAwill auc-
tion multiple frequency

bands, including 15
MHz of paired spectrum
in the 700 MHzband, 3.6
MHz paired in the 1800
MHz band, 20 MHz
paired in the 2100 MHz

band, and unpaired
spectrum of 50 MHz in
the 2300 MHz band, 190
MHz in the 2600 MHz
band, and 280 MHz in

e 3500 MHz band.
Base prices range from
$6.5 million per MHz for
paired 700 MHz spec-
frumt0.$0.65 million per
MH for unpaired 3500
MHz spectrum.

At the same time,
the IT ministry has
sought federal ‘mea-
sures, in consultation
with stakeholders, to
address industry con-
cerns.

It proposed tax re-
ductions to promote lo-
cal manufacturing of 5G
smartphones and duty-
free imports of SG equip-
ment to accelerate adop-
tion. The ministry also
recommended industrial
power tariffs for telecom
operators through a
joint task force.

Federal Constitutional

Court (FCC) hears ap-
peals arising from judge-
ments of the Sindh,
Lahore and Islamabad
high courts on the levy
of super tax through
Sections 4B and 4C
the Income Tax Ordi-
nance, 2001, through the
Finance Act, 2015.

Ask SIFC to inter-
vene, cite fiscal stability
clauses in petroleum
concession agreements

The super tax was
introduced in 2015
through a money bill,

with the stated purpose
of financing the rehabili-
tation of areas affected
by Operauon Zarb-i-

" Ihe letter, signed
by PPEPCA Secretary

of General Ibrar Khan and

also sent to the Minis-
try of Energy (Petroleum
Division) and Addi-
tional Attorney General
Munawar Iqbal Duggal,
said PCAs contain dis-
pute resolution clauses
that allow for interna-
tional arbitration.

he association

cited the Reko Diq and
Karkey disputes, stress-
ing that Pakistan had
faced heavy financial li-
abilities in cases linked
to alleged violations of
legal protections and
contractual commit-
ments.
“If the federation
insists on imposinga su-
per tax at rates above
those set out in statuto-
rily protected PCAs,
then there is a distinct
possibility that at least
some of the association
‘members may invoke the

dispute  resolution
clauses,” the letter said.

aresult, “the po-
tential liability could run
into billions of dollars,
further  straining
Pakistan’s already pre-
carious fiscal position,
damaging the sovereign
credit rating, discourag-
ing all future FDI (for-
eign direct investment)
and  undermining
Pakistan’s reputation in
international capital mar-
kets,” it added.

The letter said the
government had taken
decisions “at the high-
est level” to encourage
foreign and multina-
tional investment in
Pakistan’s oil and mineral
resources, and warned
that any perception that
statutory and contrac-
tual assurances to E&P
companies could be dis-
regarded would harm
those plans.

The association
urged the SIFC to inter-
vene to ensure the gov-
ernment honoured these
“legally binding obliga-
tions”.

Saying each day the
matter remained unre-
solved increased the
risk of international ar-
bitration and damaged
Pakistan’s standing.

Karachi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KCCI) unhappy over
gas tariff freeze, seeks price cuts

NEWS DESK:While
the main apex business
body is upbeat over
economic prosperity,
the leadership of the
Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Indus-
try (KCCI) on Thurs-
day criticised the
government’s decision
to freeze gas tariffs for
six months, calling ita
projected relief that
falls short of the
industry’s expecta-
tions.

In a statement,
Business-men Group
(BMG) Chair-man
Zubair Motiwala and
KCCI President Rehan
Hanif said the business
community had consis-
tently called for a sub-
stantial reduction in gas
tariffs to bring down
the cost of doing busi-
ness.

They said the ac-
tual cost of indigenous
gas hovers around
Rs1,800 per million
British thermal units
(mmBtu), yet indus-
tries — particularly
captive power plants
" are being charged

approximately Rs4,000
per mmBtu, which is
“wholly unjustifiable
and economically dam-
aging”.

Gas supplied to
small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs) for
heating and process-
related purposes is be-
ing billed at an “exces-
sively high rate” of
around Rs2,300 per
mmBtu, forcing many
units to shut down and
causing unemploy-
ment, they said.They
also raised alarm over

= T

he in-

policy, tar-

crease in RLNG mix in
gas supply to indus-
tries.

While industries
were earlier informed
of'a 10 per cent RLNG
mix, recent gas bills
reflect that this pro-
portion has been in-
creased to 20pc, sig-
nificantly raising the
cost of gas, they
added.

The KCCI leader-
ship urged the govern-
ment to immediately
revisit its gas pricing

iffs in line with actual
costs, reverse the un-
justified increase in
RLNG mix and deliver
real relief to industry.
Meanwhile, Fed-
eration of Pakistan
Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry
(FPCCI) President Atif
Ikram Sheikh attrib-
uted recent economic
stability and improve-
ments in macroeco-
nomic indicators to an
improved security en-
vironment.
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Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) begins hockey club scrutiny
before Paklstan Hockey Federatlon (PHF) elections

NEWS DESK:The
Pakistan Sports Board
(PSB) has formally ini-
tiated the process of
scrutiny of hockey
clubs across the coun-
try in coordination with
the Pakistan Hockey
Federation (PHF) as
part of governance re-
forms aimed at ensur-
ing transparency and
credibility in the up-
coming PHF elections.

Speaking on the
occasion, a spokes-
person for the Pal
stan Sports Board said
that the scrutiny pro-
cess  has  been
launched under a
PSB-approved, jointly
agreed mechanism,
which will be imple-
mented by PHF under
PSB oversight.

“The scrutiny of
hockey clubs has for-
mally begun under the
umbrella of Pakistan
Sports Board.

This is a transpar-
ent, uniform and rule-
based process being
carried out jointly with
the Pakistan Hockey

Federation to ensure
fair and credible elec-
tions,” the PSB
spokesperson stated.

The spokesperson
explained that all
hockey clubs seeking
cligibility for participa-
tion in the PHF elec-
toral process — in-
cluding legacy and
newly formed clubs
— will be examined

strictly in accordance
with approved criteria.
A joint National Com-
mittee for Scrutiny of
Clubs, comprising rep-
resentatives of PSB
and PHF, has been
constituted for this
purpose.

According to the
spokesperson, club
data is being collected
through an online por-

tal, while PSB has
been given full super-
visory and audit ac-
cess to ensure trans-
parency at every
stage.

The scrutiny pro-
cess will primarily be
document-based, with
provision for a one-
time rectification op-
portunity where re-
quired, followed by

publication of provi-
sional and final lists of
cligible clubs.

He further stated
that a clear objection
and  adjudication
mechanism has also
been put in place, al-
lowing affected clubs
to file objections
within the prescribed
timeframe.

Appeals will first
be heard by PHF, with
final adjudication by a
PSB-designated adju-
dicator, whose deci-
sion will be final for
election purposes.

The PSB spokes-
person added that ran-
dom physical verifica-
tion of selected clubs
will also be conducted
to confirm their physi-
cal existence and de-
clared home grounds,
terming itan important
step to strengthen the
credibility of the pro-
cess. “Any scrutiny or
electoral exercise car-
ried out outside this
jointly  approved
framework will not be
recognised."

Noor advances to squash
quarterfinal after Egyptian
opponent gets aggressive with
referee, abandons match

NEWS DESK:Tempers Jahangir Khan sitting victory after he took the
flared and expletives front row to the action, lead and ran with it. The
were hurled across the murmured that the score  king of comebacks had
squash court faster than should be 5-4. clawed his way back to
the ball as Egyptian Dessouky took the the U23 world title in
squash player Fares second game as Noor’s similar fashion last year
Dessouky got into a coach gave him a pep after being two games
heated argument with talk that ostensibly down from his oppo-
the referee and aban- helped him win the third nent. Having reached
doned the match in the game 11-5.Dessouky, career-best world rank-
fifth game, which auto- currently world number  ing last year, and defeat-
matically allowed 15 witha career-highof ing France’s Melvil
Pakistan’s Noor Zaman  seven, went neck-and- Scianimanico in the fifth
to advance to the neck with Noor for the set on Tuesday, Noor
quarterfinal of the fourth game, whichNoor was in the zone to win
Karachi Open. ultimately took 11-9. today’s match.At 6-3,

Home favourite The ~ Egyptian Dessouky slammed his
Noor was Pakistan’s last  waited for Noor to exit racket to the ground in
hope to make it to the the court before staring frustration against the
quarterfinals after down the referee and referee’s stroke deci-
Ashab Irfan and Nasir asking him where he’s sion. Referee Sajjad
Igbal were eliminated from, “because this is Khan, a member of the
from the tournament ear-  unbelievable”.Spectators ~ Asian Squash Referees,
lier in the day. hadclimbed onto chairs gavehimaconduct warn-

Tensions had been and clung to everyavail- ing for his behaviour.
building throughout the able surface to see the No sooner had the
match, with Dessoukyin match, whose fifth set fifth game continued
the second game ques- would decide whether ~that Dessouky blew a
tioning how the score Pakistan had another fuse and opened the
had reached 6-4 wheniit ~shot at a championship door mid-game, which is
should have been 5-4. win or if the dominant not allowed and can re-
Spectators and interna- Egyptians would sult in a penalty depend-
tional athletes alike, as prevail.Noor was on his ing on the referee’s de-
well as squash icon waytoapotential maich cision.

Arsenal miss chance to stretch lead

NEWS DESK:Arsenal
wasted the chance to
move eight points clear
at the top of the Premier
League as Liverpool
came to life ina 0-0 draw
at the Emirates Stadium.

The Reds are one of
only two sides to beat
Mikel Arteta's men this
season and came closest
to breaking the deadlock
when Conor Bradley hit
the crossbar.

Arsenal failed to
score for the first time at
home all season but did
enough to extend their
advantage over second-
placed Manchester City
tosix points.

Three consecutive
draws for City over the
past week had opened
the door for Arsenal to
close in on their first
league title in 22 years.

The Emirates was
bouncing before a ball
was kicked in anticipa-
tion, but the spectacle
between the defending
champions and appar-
ent champions elect fell
flat.

Both sides
struggled to deal with
the treacherous condi-
tions as Storm Goretti
unleashed torrential rain
and swirling winds.

Liverpool have
long since fallen out of
the title race since beat-
ing the Gunners at
Anfield in August, but
are now 10 games un-
beaten to consolidate
their place in the top
four.

The visitors were
penned in for much of
the first 45 minutes but

still came closest to
opening lhe scoring be-
fore the

Wllllam Saliba's
backpass nearly caught
out David Raya and,
with the Spanish goal”
keeper stranded, Conor
Bradley's lob came back
off the underside of the
crossbar.

The roles were re-
versed in the second pe-
riod as Liverpool domi-
nated possession and
territory.

However, the Reds
were shorn of three of
their biggest attacking
threats with Alexander
Isak and Hugo Ekitike
out injured and
Mohamed Salah away at
the Africa Cup of Na-
tiol

ns.
That lack of fire-

power in the final third
showed as Arsenal were
only ever troubled by
the pace of Jeremie
Frimpong, who lacked
the final ball to make his
dangerous bursts
count.

Dominik
Szoboszlai's stunning
free-kick separated the
sides when the last met
and nearly repeated the
trick with a powerful ef-
fort that dipped just too

late.

At the other end,
Viktor Gyokeres was
hauled off by Arteta af-
ter another poor perfor-
mance as his goal
drought from open play
extended to 10 games.

Arteta had to turn to
his wealth of options off
the bench to try and

turn the tide as Gabriel

Jesus,
Noni Maducke,
Eberechi Eze and Gabricl

Martinelli were all intro-
duced in the hunt for a
winner.

But they took until
stoppage time to regis-
ter a shot on goal in the
second half as Jesus and
Martinelli fired too close
to Alisson Becker.

A point edges
fourth-placed Liverpool
three points clear of
Newecastle and
Manchester United in
the battle for a place in
next season's Champi-
ons Leag

Martmelll ‘deeply

orry

PArsenal  winger
Gabriel Martinelli said
he had apologised to

Conor Bradley for shov-
ing the Liverpool de-
fender off the pitch when
badly injured.

ome pundits felt
Martinelli should have
been sent off after the
Brazilian dropped the
ball on Bradley as he lay
on the turf at the Emir-
ates and then tried to
manhandle him off the
pitch so the game could
quickly resume.

The 22-year-old
Bradley left the stadium
on crutches and wearing
a supportive brace on
his knee.

Martinelli  was
booked but not dis-
missed following the in-
cident late in the game
on Thursday which pro-
voked an angry reaction
from Liverpool's players.

Hamza Khan wins Mr Rawalpindi
. . .
title at district
7.3 . .
bodybuilding championship

NEWS DESK: Hamza the Junior Mr Physique sured his full support
Khan clinched the Mr title. for the promotion of
Rawalpindi title as dis- Pakistan Muslim sports.
trict-level bodybuilding League-N  leader President of the
championships were Chaudhry ~ Usama Rawalpindi Chamber of
held at the Rawalpindi Tanveer attended the Commerce and Indus-
Arts Council audito- eventas chiefguestand try Usman Shaukat,
rium, organisers said praised the standard of along with officials of
on Tuesday. competition. the Rawalpindi District

The event, “All the athletes Bodybuilding Associa-
organised by the who took part in these tion, also attended the
Rawalpindi District competitions deserve ceremony.
Bodybuilding Associa- congratulations, and Judging duties
tion, also featured com-  their efforts serve as a were performed by
petitions for Junior Mr guiding light for other former Mr Pakistan
Rawalpindi, Mr Phy- young people,” and former Mr Olym-

sique and Junior Mr Tanveer said. pia Jabar Ali, former Mr
Physique, drawing ath- He stressed the RawalpindiBilal Malik
letes gym owners and |mportance of sports and former Mr

t enthusi- ide education, R indi Jameel
asts from across the saying, “For managing Ahmed Qureshi.
city. life’s challenges effec- At the conclusion

According to the tively, it is essential to of the competitions,
results, Muneeb-ur- have a healthy body cash prizes and tro-
Rehman won the Jun- along with a healthy phies were distributed
ior Mr Rawalpindi title, mind.” among the winners,
Samiullah Niazi se- Tanveer  also while all participating
cured the Mr Physique lauded the organisers athletes also received
crown, while Raja for successfully stag- awards, organisers
Muhamimad Al claimed ing the event and as- _said.
il | 3

Real Madrid set up Clasico Super Cup ﬁnal

NEWS DESK:Xabi
Alonso’s Real Madrid
beat Atletico Madrid 2-1
ina tight Spanish Super
Cup semi-final in Saudi
Arabia on Thursday to
set up a Clasico final
clash against rivals
Barcelona.

Fede Valverde’s

blistering free-kick and a

odrygo Goes strike
helped Madrid claim a
fifth consecutive victory
across all competitions,
with Alexander Sorloth
pulling one back for Di-
ego Simeone’s Atletico,
who came up short in
Jeddah.

Alonso was close
to the sack after a run of
inconsistent form to-
wards the end of 2025,
but his team have slowly
found their footing in
the shape of positive re-
sults, even if some per-
formances have not
been entirely convinc-
ing

" The Spanish coach
led Madrid to a win over
Barcelona in his first
Clasico at the helm in
October, before his team
began to slump.

With French super-
star Kylian Mbappe out

as he recovers from a
knee sprain, Alonso kept
young striker Gonzalo
Garcia in the centre of
the attack after his hat-
trick against Real Betis

on Sunday.
Atletico beat their
city rivals 5-2 when the
teams met in September
in a La Liga derby but
this was a far closer af-
fair.
Los Blancos took
the lead afier just two
minutes when
Valverde’s ferocious
free-kick flew past
Sorloth in a poorly-po-
sitioned wall and rock-
eted past Jan Oblak.
The Norwegian
Atletico forward might
have done more to block
it, and Oblak got his

hand to the shot but
could not keep it out be-
cause of the sheer
power.
Valverde celebrated
vehemently, slapping his
own head, clearly de-
lighted at breaking his
duck in adifficult season
to date.By taking the
lead, Real Madrid earned
the right to sit deeper
and force Atletico to try
and attack them to pull
back level.

Madrid hit the
Rojiblancos when they
could on the counter,
with Oblak saving well

- U'H

from Rodrygo after he
floated inside from the
right.

Atletico began to
create some chances
and could have pulled
level before the interval.

adrid goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois tipped
away Sorloth’s header,
and then the target man
clumsily nodded Conor
Gallagher’s cross off-tar-
get from close range.

Rodrygo extended
Madrid’s lead in the 55th
minute with his third
goal in five
games,continuing a rich

vein of form across the
past few weeks after a
run where he failed to
score for 32 games
straight.

The Brazilian found
a gap to burst through
in the middle of
Atletico’s defence and
kept his cool to sweep
the ball past Oblak.

ree minutes later,
Atletico hit back, with
Sorloth finally finding
the net with a header
from Giuliano Simeone’s
cross. The striker gave
defender Raul Asencio
just enough of a shove
to put him off without
being penalised for it
before nodding in.

The Atletico coach
goaded Madrid winger
Vinicius Junior when he
was substituted, with
the Brazilian failing to
score for a 16th con-
secutive game.

Real Madrid face
Barcelona on Sunday in
the final at the King
Abdullah Sports City
stadium after the
Catalans thrashed Ath-
letic Bilbao 5-0 on
Wednesday.

Real Madrid coach
Xabi Alonso said Thurs-
day that superstar
French striker Kylian
Mbappe is fit to play in
the Spanish Super Cup
final against Barcelona
after a knee sprain.

Historic Rs1.85bn bid buys Sialkot as
new PSL franchise, Hyderabad
snapped up for Rs1.75bn

NEWS DESK:Two new
franchises were added to
the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) as OZ De-
velopers put forward a
massive Rs1.85bn bid to
win Sialkot, moments af-
ter the FKS Group se-
cured Hyderabad for
Rsl.75bn at the league’s
auction on Thursday.
OZ Developers
were in a bidding war
with software company
i2c as they went head-
to-head in the second
round of the auction tak-  this year’s league set for Akram hosted the auc-

ing place at the Jinnah March 26-May 3. tion as PSL CEO Salman
Convention Centre in The cities up for po- Naseer joined him on
Slanabad De's final bid tential fanchise alloca, - stage."Tenyears of PSL
was Rs1.82bn before OZ luded have lead us to this mo-

Developers upped the ilgit, ment,” Naseer said at the
ante and ended the night H y d bad, startof the auction.
at Rs1.85bn, the highest b Akram coaxed the
ever bid fora PSL fran- Rawalpindi and Sialkot, bidders by reminding
chise. The current PSL  them that winning a bid
The first round of teams include Lahore wasmore than just own-
the auction was won by Qalandars, Islamabad ~ership; it was the ability
FKS, which was also in  United, Peshawar Zalmi,
a bidding war with i2¢, Quena Gladiators,
whose final bid was Karachi Kings and  ers and much more.
Rsl.7bn. Multan Sultans. Ahead of the bid-
The base price for Bidders for the two  ding process, Pakistan
the first franchise —the new teams were FKS, Cricket Board (PCB)
seventh team being OZ Developers, Aim Chairman Mohsin Nagvi
added to PSL — was set  Next inc, Deharki Sugar awarded a cash prize of
at Rsl.1bn, while the Mills, Inverex Solar, i2c, Rs 90 million to the team
base price for the eighth  Jazz, Prism Developers,  that won the Rising Star
team was Rs1.7bn.This VGO TEL, and Walee Asia Cup.
will be Hyderabad and  Pakistan. The team that won
Sialkot’s first appear- Commentator and the Hong Kong Sixes
ance since the league’s  former Pakistan cricket  title was also awarded a
inception in 2015, with team captain Wasim cash prize of Rs 18.5m.
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Visa sections of 3 Bangladesh missions 1n Indla closed on securlty grounds

NEWS DESK:The Sports Adviser Asif
visa sections of three Nazrul’s stance on not
Bangladesh missions sending the team to
in India have been India for safety rea-
closed temporarily on sons and demanding
security grounds, For- that Bangladesh’s
eign Affairs Adviser matches be relocated
Touhid Hossain said to co-host Sri Lanka.
on Friday. “We will certainly
“What 1 have play outside India,”
done is that I have Touhid said.
asked our three mis- He added that
sions to keep their visa both players and sup-
sections closed for the porters would have to
time being. It’s a se- travel to India and said
curity issue,” he told { | the government must
Citmminio, respond G GOSN T ASked thot the
ing to a question on impact on bilateral re-
whether Bangladesh lations, Touhid said
missions in India had such issues arise from
restricted tourist visas time to time and each
for Indians. has some impact.
He did not name He said
the missions. However, Bangladesh would
diplomatic sources said take decisions based
the visa sections of the on its national interest.
Bangladesh ~ High “We have an i
Commission in New terest in our players’
Delhi, the Deputy safety in not sending
High Commission in them to India. If we

Kolkata, and the The visa sections past few weeks, pro- ouster of the Awami security concerns. dian Premier League cricket team to India have interest in buy-
Bangladesh Assistant at Bangladesh mis- tests have taken place  League regime, thu In- Touhid was also amid anti-Bangladesh for the upcoming T20 ingrice from India, we
High Commission in  sions in Chennai and near Bangladesh mis- iz asked about the drop- protests in India, and World Cup. will buy it,” he added.
Agartala have been Mumbai, however, re- sions in India. ping of Bangladeshi Bangladesh’s decision The adviser said
closed. main Uerd[londl Following the toBanglads cricketer Mustafizur nottosendthe national he fully supported

At

Cambodia extradites alleged ‘scam | Riyadh says Yemeni separatist
centre’ don to China leader has fled

NEWS DESK:Accused Chen Zhi’s criminal don in October for di- States on wire fraud and
scam boss Chen Zhi has  group, and will reso- recting an alleged money laundering con- he national sovereignty.  imposed a nighttime a senior official of the
been extradited to China lutely apprehend the fu- cyberfraud run by hun- spiracy charges involv- | Saudi-led coalition in Zubaidi’s escape curfew in the city. group

from Cambodia, Beijing gitives”, it said in a dreds of scammers who ing dppmxlmdlcly Yemen said on Thurs- follows his failure to Aden served as the Meanwhile,
confirmed on Thursday, ~statement. trafficked into com- 127,271 bitcoinseized by | day that southern sepa- appear for crisis talks seat of Yemen’s inter- Yemen’s Presidential
after he was indicted by~ Phnom Penhto lig- pounds in Cambodia.  the United States, “Oﬂh ratist lea-der, Aidarous in Riyadh on Wednes- nationally recognised Leadership Council on
the United States overal- - uidate bank founded by Cambodian au- more than $11 billion at | a].Zubaidi, has fled the ~day. government  since Thursday ousted the
leged multibillion-dollar  ChenZhi thorities said they ar-  current prices. country by boat, as His group, the Houthi forcesseized the separatist leader from
fraud. - _The National Bank ~ rested Chen and two Prince Group has | government forces ad- Southern Transitional ~capital. its ranks and referred

Cambodia said ear-  of Cambodia (NBC), the ~ other Chinese nationals ~ denied the allegations. | vanced on the port city Council  (STC) Sanaa. in 2014, him for

lier on Thursday that the Southeast Asian  and extradited them on Prince Bank and a | (¢ A'qen claimed he had been but leaders of the Saudi.. investigation on
hank Tounded by Chen, - country's contral bank, - Tuesday ot Chinas re- paw fim that stoted on | ™" The'coalition said asked to go to Saudi backed government charges of high trea-
rince Bank, had also said Prince Banl quest. Chinese courts the group’s behalf in | . ¢

been placed under liqui- ~ been placed under liqui-  have Sentenced people November did not re- | i1 @, statement ".ha' A'abl‘: ““‘del' “"e““}h 'eﬂf‘ f‘\hdengcaﬁ' “l:‘”“h son ?f‘ef he ‘}fd “:e
dation. dation and “suspended to death over involve- spond immediatelyto re- | Zubaidi travelled from n a statement, the - after the STC took con-  country, according to

The bank is a sub- from providing new mentinscams, including quests for comment, | Yemen to Somaliland, Saudi-led coalition pro- - trol of the city. Arab New:

sidiary of Chen’s Prince banking services, in- more than a dozen Fon-neradviser where he board::d an vided further details The Saudi-led coa- The Lounul held
Holding Group, one of cluding accepting de- people last year for their ac- | aircraft to about the flight from lition firstintervened in an emergency meet-
Cambodia’s biggest con- posits and providing involvement in criminal Lu&cd Lhcn of presiding | The coalition stated the - Somaliland. Yemen in 2015 to sup-  ing, revoking Zubaidi’s
glomerates, which Wash- ~credit”. groups with operations ~ over compoundsin Cam- | plane was later tracked It said the aircraft port the government membership and dis-
ington alleges has It said in a state- in Myanmar’s Kokang bodia where trafficked | to a military airport in turned off its identifi- against the Houthis, an missing two ministers,
scrvcd as a front for ment that auditor border region. workers carried out| Abu Dhabi. cation system over the intervention that led to  Transport.

“one of Asia’s largest Morisonkak MKA has The US Justice De- cryptocurrency fraud The Somali gov- Gulf of Oman before one of the world’s Minister
transnational criminal been appointed as liqui- partment declined to schemes that ntted bil- | ernment announced it turning it back on 10 worsthumamtanan cri- Abdul-salam Humaid
organisations”. dator. Prince Bank has comment on Wednes- lions. Victims were tar- | has launched an inves- minutes before its ar- se: and Minister of Plan-

China’s Ministry of abouta billiondollars in ~ day. However, Amnesty geted through “pig | tigation to determine if rival at Al Reef military The STC was es- ning and International
Public Security said assets under manage- Infernational said last butchering” scams — in- | its airports were used airportin Abu Dhabi. tablished in 2017 and Cooperation Waed
Chen had been “es- ment, according to its year that rights abuses vestment schemes that | (o transport a “political The situation in later joined the govern- Badhib, from their
corted” back to China website. Customers i scam hubs were hap-  build trust over time be- | fugitive”, a reference Aden appeared stable ment coalition. posts.

from Phnom Penh and “can withdraw money pening on a “mass fore stealing funds. to Zubaidi. on Thursday, with An STC delegation The meeting also
lauded _ the or normally” and borrow-  scale®, ~and the The operations| ™ “he country’s Im- Saudi-backed Yemeni in Riyadh said it had revealed a split within
achievement in China- ers “must continue to government’s poor re- have caused billions in migration and Citizen- government forces pa- held fruitful talks with the STC, as one of its
C“‘“{""di"‘ ]a‘[", enforce- &‘lfﬁ%‘g“fg"{%‘“ﬁ’;’ ; SP"“TP,‘S“%“‘C‘* its §1°b‘1 1“““-5“‘;‘ ;9“‘ ship Agency said thatif _trolling the streets and the Saudi ambassador prominent members,
ment cooperation”. e said. ‘Building ~complicity. tes across Cambodia, | 3 R > "

Chinese authorities pressure’ Chinese-born  Chen would faceup  Myanmar, and the re” | 1S P“L‘fd to be true, no sign "fsl(‘ic forces, to Yemen, ‘““’“““g“’ A"‘l’l““ah‘.“a" l?'&
will soon issue arrest Chen was sanctioned by to 40 years in prison if ~gion lure foreign nation- | it Wou! °°f5‘."“f? & 4 wiiness o h‘“u‘efs- e ALGh h Muharrami, attende <
warrants for “the first Washington and Lon- convicted in the United als — many serious violation™ of Authorities have also Mohammed Al Ghaith, ~the session that vote

India-US trade deal stalled after Modi did not call | Greenland to meet Rubio,
Danish officials

Trump, says US commerce secretary

NEWS DESK:India’s - ¥
trade pact with the
United States was de-
layed because Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
did not make a tele-
phone call to US Presi-
dent Donald Trump to
close a deal they were
negotiating, Commerce
Secretary  Howard
Lutnick said on Friday.
The trade talks fell
apart last year and
Trump doubled tariffs on
Indian goods in August
to 50 per cent, the
world’s highest rate, in-
cluding a levy of 25pc in
retaliation for India’s
purchases of Russian
0il.“It’s all set up and
you have got to have
Modi call the president.
And they were uncom- . -
fortable doing it,” and technology. “So this week that tariffs record lowand spooked tariff rate between
Lutnick said in an inter- Modi didn’t call.” could rise further unless  investors waiting for Washington’s offers to
view on the All-In The comments India curbs its Russian progress in two-way ne- Britain and Vietnam that
podcast, a US show by came after Trump oil imports. gotiations for a trade had formerly been
four venture capitalists ~stepped up the pressure That step pushed deal that remains elusive. agreed but the offer has
that focuses on business  for talks witha warning the Indian rupee to a India still seeks a expired, Lutnick added.

NEWS DESK: island, its foreign minis- Rubio confirmed the
Greenland’s government ~ ter said on Wednesday. meeting would take
will join a meeting be- Of course we will place. US President
tween US Secretary of take part. We're the ones  Donald Trump has “ac-
State Marco Rubio and who requested a meet- tively discussed” the
Danish officials next ing,” Vivian Motzfeldt purchase of Greenland
week followingrenewed told Danish public with his team, the White
US claims on the Arctic broadcaster DR after House said Wednesday.




