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Iranian Authorities Issue Strong Security
Warning as Protests Spread

Revolutionary Guard Corps

News Desk:

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
on Saturday reiterated that
maintaining law and order is a
“red line,” while the country’s
armed forces vowed to protect
public property and key infra-
structure, as the government
intensified efforts to suppress
the most widespread protests
in years.

The warnings came as in-
ternational pressure mounted,
with U.S. President Donald

Trump issuing fresh remarks
toward Iran’s leadership and
U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio expressing support for
demonstrators.

Inside Iran, unrest contin-
ued overnight. State media re-
ported that a municipal build-
ing in Karaj, west of Tehran,
was set ablaze, blaming the
incident on protesters. State
television also aired funeral
scenes of security personnel
reportedlykilled during clashes
in Shiraz, Qom and Hamedan.

What began nearly two

weeks ago as demonstrations
over soaring prices and eco-
nomic hardship has evolved
into open political dissent, with
protesters calling for an end to
clerical rule.

Iranian officials have ac-
cused the United States and
Israel of stirring unrest, while
human rights groups say doz-
ens of demonstrators have
been killed. Authorities have
also maintained widespread
mtcmct restrictions.

claimed that “terrorist ele-
ments” had targeted military
and police facilities over recent
nights, resulting in casualties
and damage to property.

The Guards stressed that
protecting national security and
the legacy of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution was non-nego-
tiable, warning that continued
instability would not be toler-
ated. Iran’s regular military,
whlch operates alongslde the
ards under

on state tclcvlsmn the Islamic

the authority uf Supreme

Leader  Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei, said it would ensure
the protection of national inter-
ests, strategic infrastructure
and public assets.

Meanwhile, Reza Pahlavi,
son of Iran’s last monarch, has
emerged as a prominent voice
abroad, urging protesters to
escalate their actions. In recent
remarks, he called for prepa-
rations to take control of city
centers and appealed for na-
tionwide strikes in vital sectors,
including transportation and
energy.

Raids, clash in three
KP districts leave
12 terrorists dead

NEWS DESK:

At least 12 terrorists were killed
in multiple counterterrorism op-
erations and gun battles in differ-
ent parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
on Saturday, while violence else-
where in the province left two
Counter-Terrorism Dep-artment
(CTD) personnel martyred in tar-
geted attacks and claimed the life
ofa senior JUI-F leader who suc-
cumbed to injuries from a bomb
blast a day earlier in South
Waziristan, Ina statement, the In-
ter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said security forces car-
ried out two intelligence-based
operations on Thursday after re-
ceiving information about the
presence of terrorists.

It said the first operation was
conducted in North Waziristan,
where troops engaged a terror-
ists’ location and gunned down
six of them in an exchange of fire.
The second operation, con-
ducted jointly by police and se-
curity forces in Kurram district,
resulted in the killing of five ter-
rorists, the statement said.

said weapons and am-
‘munition were recovered from the
dead terrorists, whom it described
as “Indian-sponsored khwarij”. It
said the terrorists had been in-
volved in attacks on security
forces and law enforcement agen-
cies, as well as the targeted kill-
ing of civilians.

The military’s media wing
said sanitisation operations were
being conducted to eliminate any
remaining terrorists in the areas,
adding that counterterrorism op-
erations under the “Azm-i-
Istehkam” vision would con-
tinue. Separately, one terrorist
was killed, another injured and
two were arrested during an ex-
change of gunfire in the Malagori
area of Khyber district, sources

told Dawn on Saturday. Resi-
dems alerted security forces af-
ter spotting a group moving to-
wards the hilly locality of Murad
Dhand near the Khunarri dam, the
sources added. The sources said
security forces, aided by local
armed volunteers, engaged the
terrorists, while gunship helicop-
ters and amllery were also called
to pound the terrorists’ position.

Avideo circulating after the
clash showed two blindfolded
suspects in custody amid a crowd
of residents, while an army offi-
cial urged local volunteers not to
shelter terrorists. Local sources
said it was the first such clash in
Malagori, where Chinese engi-
neers and workers are stationed
for maintenance work at the
‘Warsak Dam and the construc-
tion of an irrigation canal.

Villagers set dogs on
cops during
raid in Punjab

NEWS DESK:

A police raid to arrest a suspect
involved in electricity theft

Balochistan Govt Orders Crackdown on Unlicensed Child Nurseries

News Desk:

QUETTA: The Balochistan
government has decided to
launch a strict crackdown on

1 d and substandard

turned violent in
when villagers attacked a police
team, set dogs on them and in-
jured three officers, including an
assistant sub-inspector.

Police said ASI Ahmed Ali
led araid in Chak 502-GB to arrest
Sikandar, son of Noor Ahmed,
nominated in an electricity theft
case.

The suspect was arrested
outside his house, but he raised
an alarm, prompting dozens of
villagers to gather at the scene.

Police said at least 41 people,
including 10 women, attacked the
police partywith sticks, clubs and
axes, and unleashed their pet
dogs on the officers.

The assailants forcibly freed
the arrested suspect and severely
beat ASI Ahmed Ali, Constable
Zakaria and Constable Ghulam
Farid, leaving them injured. The
attackers also tore their uniforms
and snatched cash and mobile
phones.

Upon receiving information,
SHO Mamunkanjan and a heavy
police contingent reached the
spot and rescued the injured of-
ficers.

child nurseries operating
across the province to ensure
child safety and protect par-
ents’ trust,

Provincial Health Minister
Bakht Muhammad Kakar said
on Friday.

Taking notice of a serious
and disturbing incident involv-
ing the alleged swapping of a
child at a private nursery in
Quetta, the health minister or-
dered a high-level inquiry into
the matter.

He said the case has been
handed over to the Balochistan
Healthcare Commission to en-
sure a transparent and impar-
tial investigation.

Bakht Muhammad Kakar
said DNA testing has also been
ordered to establish the child’s
identity and uncover all facts,

adding that the measure is
aimed at delivering justice to
the affected family and remov-
ing any doubts surrounding the
case.

The provincial health min-
ister made it clear that a zero-

tolerance policy will be strictly
enforced against unregistered

and non-compliant child nurs-
eries.
He warned that no negli-

- Py wBGT
gence related to child protec-

tion would be tolerated and that
those undermining parents’
confidence would face action
without discrimi;

prehensive inspection of all
child nurseries across
Balochistan and to fast-track
thc llccnsmg process so that

He further directed the
authorities to carry out a com-

meeting pre-
scnbed standards and legal re-
quirements are allowed to op-

erate.
Bakht Muhammad Kakar
cautioned that nursery owners
found violating the law would
face strict legal action, stress-
ing that no leniency would be
shown in this regard.
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Trump’s Peace Plan: Legitimising

Editorial:

A Peace agreement often
loses_its credibility
when it fails to recognize
the rights of the op-
pressed. This is the case
with President Trump’s
much-surfaced Ghaza
peace plan. Far from be-
ing a genuine step to-
ward peace, it presents
a surrender document
that legitimizes Israel’s
long-standing occupa-
tion of Palestine. Sadly,
this so-called peace plan
was endorsed by major
Muslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan.

While standing
with Trump, Netanyahu,
accused of war crimes,
accepted the plan and
also threatened to finish
the job if Hamas does
not accept the plan
wholeheartedly. How-
ever, outrage sparked
among various analysts
when  Netanyahu
claimed victory in He-
brew language at Tel
Aviv. The question
arises: How can Trump
propose a plan for peace
without involving an in-
ternational arbitrator—
the United Nations
Organisation? Critics
have rejected this plan
on various grounds.

First, the plan has
no two-state solution. In
fact, it blurs the possi-
bility of an independent
Palestinian state in the
future. Sadly, Netanyahu
has already repudiated
the idea of an indepen-
dent state. Also, Presi-
dent Trump called Pales-
tine recognition by
France, Britain, Canada,
and Spain a reward to
Hamas. So far, the
United States has
stopped Israel from oc-
cupying the West Bank,
but some government
officials of Netanyahu
intended to do so.

Second, Hamas and
the Palestine National
Authority, the only rep-
resentatives of Ghaza
and the West Bank,
have been eliminated in
the process. Even the
United States barred the
Palestinian Authority
from enteringNew York
during the UNGA annual
session. It reflects the
colonial plan because
peace is mutual; it can-
not be imposed at the
dictate of aggressors.
Zahid Hussain in his es-
say pointed out that it
practically brings to an
end the concept of a Pal-
estinian state.

Third, in the post-
war administration, both
Hamas and PA have no
share. The proposed

Israel’s Occupation

plan contains the demili-
tarization of Hamas.
They can live in peace-
ful coexistence after
getting amnesty, and
also safe passage will be
given to those who
‘want to exit. What kind
of peace is this, where
those who suffer have
no voice in the deci-
sions that shape their
future? This is total sur-
render to be forced on
the group.

Fourth, this official
instrument lost its cred-
ibility when the UN was
excluded. It discredits
the international organi-
zation. Although the
question are raised
about the ineffective
role of the UN—unable
to stop genocide—its
sanctity must prevail.
Critics always blamed
the United States. For
instance, every time the
US vetoed a resolution
to stop Israel’s evil
deeds.

Fifth, Hamas has
been given the ultima-
tum of 72 hours to ac-
cept the plan. It is not a
plan but a surrender
charter for the group. It
means Hamas has no
choice but to go with
the plan. They are not
consulted on their fate.
The Trump-Netanyahu
plan has fortified Israel
further. It openly advo-
cates for Greater Israel.

Sixth, this plan also
outlines that Ghaza will
be governed by a politi-
cal committee under the
supervision of a Board
of Peace which will be
headed by Donald
Trump and Tony Blair.
Tony Blair, the former
prime minister of the UK
during 2003, had been
widely eriticized for the
invasion of Iraq based
on false claims about
weapons of mass de-
struction. He is regarded
as a war criminal in the
UK as well as in the
Muslim world. There-
fore, his appointment
provoked worldwide
criticism.

Seventh, no future
guarantee is mentioned
in the proposed frame-

work. It fails to prevent
Israel from occupying.
Most important, the
aggressor’s accountabil-
ity has not been out-
lined. In fact, Isracl has
impunity in its every ac-
tion. The President as-
sured Tel Aviv that they
can do what they want i
Hamas rejects the plan.

Eighth, no recogni-
tion, no peace. Durable
peace hinges on the rec-
ognition of Palestine.
Both the US and Isracl
have rejected recogni-
tion. Seemingly, they
have no plan o recog-
nize Palestine in the near
future. The record of his-
tory demonstrates that
illégal occupation and
peace cannot move to-
gether. Peace remains
impossible without an
end to illegal occupa-
tion.

On the positive side
of the plan, ifthis project
is implemented, it will
end ruthless killing and
Ghaza genocide. The aid
blockade will be drawn.
The supporters of this
plan also cited the same
reason. The deputy
prime minister, Ishaq Dar,
also said that the first pri-
ority of Pakistan is to
end uncontrolled killing
of Ghazans. He further
said that we are on a bid
to remove all
Netanyahu’s excuses to
continue war.

In the end, occupa-
tion, annexation, and il-
legal settlements cannot
run with peace. Two
states are the only an-
swer to long-term peace.
This controversial plan
is biased and destined to
crumble.

Ghazans cannot be
left to the mercy of war-
mongers. It is a wake-up
call for the United States
and the World to let
Ghazans livea free life in
their own independent
state. Netanyahu's
transgression must not
go with impunity. The
only solution lies in an
independent Palestinian
state.

The writer can be
contacted  through:

dinziaud19@gmail.com

The Future of Pakistan’s Higher Education

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan
One year on, the chaos
continues at the highest
institution mandated to
oversee higher educa-
tion in the country. At
the Higher Education
Commission, the current
chairman, Dr. Tari
Binuri, is still battling for
his survival. While Dr.
Binuri might barely com-
plete his term this May,
the future of higher edu-
cation in Pakistan is set
on a downward spiral.

The Higher Educa-
tion Commission had
evolved as an institution
in two decades, assimi-
lating many essential at-
tributes and continually
weeding out ill practices
along the way. Exactly
‘when the institution was
in the middle of its de-
velopment, it was struck
with an unneeded blow
of an arbitrary ordi-
nance. The events that
followed, it has directly
exposed higher educa-
tion to the whims of the
power corridors for
good.

The status of the
Higher Education Com-
mission is fast on its way
to becoming a mere
equivalent of a board of
intermediate and sec-
ondary education over-
seeing tertiary educa-
tion. It is approaching
being completely sub-
sumed in the black hole
of public officialdom.
Perhaps it was frowned
upon as a peculiar case
in the public sector for
its relatively superior
standards in” education
and governance. There-
fore, it was felt that it Equcation Develop-
needed to be governed - meng) not tomention the
by colleagues who over- ey of evils—the class
sée the rest of the edu- gisparity ingrained in
cation domain. the system up to grade

The role of 12 Asaresul, the stan-

dard of higher education
thefederal  (vC0 e Ciilbe. in
government  noway, better than what

enhanced in we have at the primary

. and secondary levels.

HEC affairs Another conse-
This s clear fromthe - quence of the above
fact that the tenure of scenario is that higher
the chairman is reduced education will inspire at-
to twoyears and the role  tention at the helm in the
of the federal govern- provinces. While there
ment has been enhanced  1s 1o harm in overseeing
in the HEC affairs. Inevi- higher education at the
tably, the same wizards ~provincial level, if un-
in the government will checked, this will, how-
oversee HEC, who have ~ ever, incur its own heavy
earned some interesting cost—one that is exem-
distinctions for us. For plified in the recent de-
example, according toa  velopments in Khyber
UNICEF report,wehave - Pakhtunkiwa, Initating

— Where Are We Heading

Provincial-level,
higher education
is merely treated
as part of the
riches to
distribute among
the stakeholders of

the government

Similar occurrences
are likely to follow in
other provinces given
the frail existence of the
HEC. At the provincial
level, higher education
is merely treated as part
of the riches to distrib-
ute among the stake-
holders of the govern-
ment. As a result, the
only matters of interest
in higher education will
remain the number of

the d tnum- New withar-
ber of out-of-school chil-  bitrary plans, mysteri-
dren after Nigeria, i.c., ous appointments of
about 22.8 million chil-  key university officials,
dren out of school. Only - increasing political influ-
about 67% of our kids ence in the university
finish primary school; ement, and wreck-
and only 55% of those  ing the already scarce fi-
in grade 5 can solve a nancial resources are
two-digit subtraction amonga few recent pro-
(reported in a survey by ~ceedings in higher edu-
South Asia Forum’ for cationat KPK.

and unjust), promotions
based onkinships, unfair
admissions, undeserved
scholarships, and illegal
award of contracts to
desired contractors.
Anything about institu-
tion making, quality edu-
cation, and impactful re-
search will only be de-
ceptive slogans.

It is not intended
here to establish that
everything has been ex-
quisite in higher educa-
tion in the past. There is
a long list of improve-
ments and reforms that
were still required to up-
hold the actual spirit of

aregulator and patron of

higher education in the
country. Some might ar-
gue that the existing
model in the HEC re-
quired delegation within
the institution instead
of concentration of
power with the chair-
man. A more inclusive
model of working with
the universities and the
provinces was required.
Therefore, a reflection
within the institution

was needed instead of

an intrusion from above.
The advances last year
have only made things
worse.

The push for a
subdued HEC
will cause more
than just saying
goodbye to Dr.
Binuri

The push for a sub-
dued HEC will cause
more than just saying
goodbye to Dr. Binuri. It
will undo the progress
made in the sector in the
last two decades. Univer-
sities will only become
dominions of politicians
and the bureaucracy
with bountiful interests
for them.

Yet we can hope
that it is still not too late
for the new government
torealize the damage al-
ready done.

The stature of the
HEC should be restored
to its original form with
a plan of enabling the
team within the institu-
tion and promoting the
inclusive participation
of academics and stake-
holders from across the
country.

Political interests
and enmities should be
set aside for the sake of
our youth and future
generations.

Socrates has
summed it well: “The se-
cret of change is to fo-
cus all your energy, not
on fighting the old, but
on building the new.”

MehfoozAli Khan
As Secretary of Finance,
Thad initiated a case for
getting Balochistan in
PPL, the biggest oil and
gas producing com-

any.
This company owes all
its assets based on
Balochistan’s Sui Gas
Field. Unfortunately, po-
litical leadership didn’t
press for its due share.

Here is my analysis
of PPL from inception.
Recent developments

have not been captured,
but it tells the story.

Overview

Pakistan Petroleum
Limited (PPL) has been
amajor player in the en-
ergy sector since the
mid-1950s.

As amajor supplier
of natural gas, PPL today
contributes over 20 per-
cent of the country’s to-
tal natural gas supplies
besides producing crude
oil, Natural Gas Liquid,
and Liquefied Petroleum
Gas.

The company’s his-

PPL

production of oil and
natural gas resources.
PPL employ-
ees were allot-
ted 12 percent
shares from the
government’s
equity
In September 1997,
BOC disinvested from
the Exploration and Pro-
duction (E&P) sector
worldwide and sold its
equity in PPL to the
Government of Pakistan
(GOP). Subsequently,
the government re-
duced its holding
through an initial pub-
lic offer in June 2004,
which was further de-
creased with the initia-
tion of the Benazir Em-
ployees Stock Option
Scheme (BESOS) in Au-
gust 2009 when PPL
employees were allotted
12 percent shares from
the government’s eq-
ity Morerecently, Gob

and the Case of Balochistan

about 68 percent, PPL
Employees Empower-
‘ment Trust which has ap-
proximately 7 percent,
and private investors,
which hold nearly 25 per-
cent. PPL has acquired
1 percent

ehareholdmg of MND
E&P Limited, a company
England

tory can be traced back
to the establishment of
a public limited company
in June 1950,

with major
shareholding by Burma
il Company (BOC) of
the United Kingdom for
exploration, prospect-
ing, development, and

further

percent shares, around
3.55 percent ofthe total
paid-up capital, in PPL
through  Secondary
Public Offering in 2014.
Currently, the
company’s
shareholding is divided
between the govern-
ment, which owns

and Wales. The name of
the subsidiary has been
changed to PPL Europe
E&P Limited.

PPL operates
eight producing
fields across the

country

The company has the country at Sui
also established a (Pakistan’s largest gas
wholly-owned subsid- field), Adhi, Kandhkot,
iary, PPLAsia E&P B.V. Chachar, Mazarani,
with a corporate seat in  Adam, Adam West and
Amsterdam, Kingdom of - Shadad and holds work-
Netherlands. The sub- ing interest in fifteen
sidiary will focus on the partner-operated pro-
exploration and produc- ~ ducing fields, mcludmg
tion of oil and gas in the Qadirpur the country’s
region. PPL has as- second-largest gas field.
signed its interest in As a major stake-
Block 8, Iraq, under the ~ holder in securing a safe
Explorauon Develop- energy future for the
ment, and Production country, PPL pursues an
Service Contract with aggressive exploration
Midland Oil Company, ~agenda aimed at enhanc-
Iraq to PPL Asia E&P ing hydrocarbon recov-
BV ery and replenishing re-

PPL operates eight serves. PPL together
producing fields across with its subsidiaries has

aportfolio of 47 explora-
tion assets of which the
company operates 27,
including one contract
in Iraq, while 20 blocks,
comprising three off-
shore leases in Pakistan
and two onshore con-
cessions in Yemen, are
operated byjoint venture
partners.
PPL has
developed a
reliable
foundation and
infrastructure
for providing
clean and safe

energy

Over the years, PPL
has developed areliable
and infra-

vices and Projects de-
partments, Mazarani,
Adhi and Kandhkot
fields, Sui Field Gas
Ccrmpressor Station, Sui
Production, Sui Field
Engineering and Sui Pu-
rification stand certified
for 1SO 9001 Quality
Management System.
Similarly, Kandhkot,
Mazarani and Adhi
fields, Sui Production,
Sui Field Gas Compres-
sor Station, Sui Field
Stores, Sui Field Engi-
neering and Drilling and
Well Engineering, De-
sign and Construction,
Projects, Health, Safety
and Environment and
Exploration departments
and Sui Field Hospital
have been certified for
1SO 14001 Environmen-

structure for providing
clean and safe energy
through sustainable ex-
ploitation of indigenous
natural resources while
adhering to best prac-
tices of corporate gover-
nance and employee
health and safety and
constraining the eco-
logical footprint of its
operations. As a result,
Monitoring and Inspec-
tion, Design and Con-
struction, Drilling and
Well Engineering, Joint
Operations, Operational
Technical Support Ser-

tal System

and OHSAS 18001 Oc-

cupational Health and

Safety Assessment Se-

ries. Sui Purification is

also certified for OHSAS
1

Currently
Government of
Pakistan holds
68% Shares out
of total shares

outstanding

of 676.95%

Current Year

Current Financial
position of PPL, Cur-
rently Government of
Pakistan holds 68%
Shares out of total
shares outstanding of
676.95% Current Year the
Company paid 80% divi-
dend to shareholders
and government of Pa-
kistan got Rs.36.826 bil-
lion as Dividend The net
Profit registered by the
company was Rs.30.0
Billion, Government also
earned billions in tax rev-
enue as well.

The government of
Balochistan only got
slightly above Rs.3.0 bil-
lion as Royalty from the
Sui field Legal position
Legally after 18th Con-
stitutional Amendment,
Article 172(3), province
of Origin should have an
equal share in the profit
of oil and gas companies
operating in a province.
In this case, no such ar-
rangement has yet been
made even after a lapse
of 10 years. So it is the
right of the province to
claim its share in hold-
ing and profits of the
company.

The company di-
vested 5%shares to the
public in 2014 and the
government
Balochistan was not
consulted in violation of
the Constitution.
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Pakistan Medical Association
seeks PM’s intervention
on FBR raids at clinics

KP CM heads to Mazar-i-Quaid for PTI rally, party says
roads blocked to bar workers from reaching venue

NEWS DESK: PTllead-
ers are resolute to hold
a public gathering at
Mazar-i-Quaid  in
Karachi today with
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi on his way to the
mausoleum while the
party says that authori-
ties have blocked the
routes to bar its workers
from reaching the venue.

The rally has been
planned as part of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi’s three-day visit
to Sindh, who is leading
his pany's street

NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Medical Associa- such measures threaten
tion (PMA) has taken ex-  fabric of healthcare de-
ception to the raids by live
the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) at pri-

these aggressive tac-
tics,” Dr Shoro stated.
He warned that if
the FBR does not imme-
diately halt the ‘harass-
ment’, the PMA will be

Association claims

24 .
“Tax collection must
never come at the cost

vate healthcare centres, of human life. Doctors  forced to take the final,
asking the prime minis- are not ‘traders,” and  definitive step of a na-
ter to take notice of “ag-  hospitals are not ‘retail tionwide suspension of
gressive”, “commando- outlets’. The private services. “The respon-
style” searches by tax sector serves over 70pc sibility for any resulting
officials. of Pakistan’s popula- healthcare crisis will rest

In a statement, the tion. Treating healthcare
representative body of providers as commercial of the FBR and the rel-
healthcare professionals  vendors is a gross mis- evant authorities,” he
said the “unannounced interpretation ofa noble ~added.
and aggressive entry of profession,” he stated. In December 2025,
FBR teams into private “While we respect the FBR deployed In-
hcdlthcarc facilities the rule of law, audits land Revenue Service
ularly across should be conducted (IRS)officers to the pre-
Pus ab has reached through documented, mi of commercia
an intolerable level of professional channels hospitals and clinics,
harassment”. not through ‘com- marking a shift toward

Such measures mando-style’ raids that on-site monitoring. The
threaten the very fabric victimise healers. This initiative gained momen-
of healthcare deliveryin  targeted victimisation tum in the wake of the
the country, said PMA discourages profes- poor tax compliance of
Secretary General Dr sional excellence and doctors in the tax year
Abdul Ghafoor Shoroin pushes our brightest 2025.
astatement. “The PMA  medical minds to seek Official figures
highlights that recent opportunities abroad,” it compiled by the FBR
raids, which forced the claimed. show that a large share
immediate suspension The PMA said the of Pakistan’s medical
of Outpatient Depart- doctors were ready to profession remains out-
‘ment (OPD) services, are comply with taxation, ~side the tax net, while a
not merely administra- provided there was ac- minimal number of those
tive issues; they consti- countability for how on the tax rolls declared
tute a direct interference  that money would be extremely low annual in-
in patient management ~spent. “We demand that comes in their tax re-
and a violation of the the tax collected from the ~ turns.
sanctity of life-saving sweat and toil of healers Ofthe 319,572 reg-
institutions,” according not be squandered on istered doctors nation-
to the statement. the luxurious lifestyles wide, only 130,243 are

It said the presence  of the ruling elite,” he ~registered on the income
of enforcement officials ~stated. tax rolls, representing
in clinics “creates an It called upon the 40.75 per cent of the to-
mosphere of fear, causes  PM and the finance min-  tal. Even within this al
psychological distress ister to take immediate ready narrow base, just
to patients, and disrupts notice. “We demand an 56,267 doctors filed in-
surgical teams”. immediate cessation of come tax returns.

Naeem Gujjar re-elected as
Islamabad bar president

NEWS DESK: In the
annual elections of the
Islamabad Bar Associa-
tion (IBA) for the year
2026, Chaudhry Nacem
Ali Gujjar was elected
president, while Raja
Khawar Dhaniyal se-
cured the post of secre-
tary, according to unof-
ficial results.

Polling was held at
the Islamabad Judicial
Complex, where voting Board Chairman Qazi
continued from 8am to Rafiuddin Babar and
4pm, with a break for other members,
food and prayers from
Ipm to 2pm. More than
4,200 lawyers were eli-
gible to exercise their
right to vote for six key
office-bearer positions,
including president,
vice president, secretary,
joint secretary, addi-
tional secretary and li-
brary secretary,

The presidential
contest had become a
four-way race following
the withdrawal of Hafiz
Malik Mazhar Javed.
(,haudhry Nacem Ali
Raja Yasir
Sh kee] Mian Arshad
Javed and Shabana
Rafique were in the run
for the top slot.

According to the
unofficial results an-
nounced by the Election

solely on the shoulders

Khan Kakar secured
1,245 votes, defeating
Sanaullah Bugti, whore-
ceived 952 votes. Fariha
Jafar Bajwa was elected
additional secretary with
His rivals Raja Yasir 1,228 votes against
Shakeel secured 870 Asma Bashir Bangash’s
votes, Shabana Rafique 948 votes. For the post
90 votes, while Mian of library secretary,
Arshad Javed received Darnajafwon with 1,188
79 votes. votes, while Syeda
For the vice-presi- Nazish Naqvi secured
dential post, Irum 1,029 vot
Rashid emerged victori- Strict security ar-
ous with 1,405 votes, de-  rangements were in place
feating Bilqyas at the judicial complex in
Mahmood Khattak, who view of the elections.
obtained 812 votes. Additional security per-
Raja  Khawar sonnel were deployed,
Dhaniyal won the strict checking was car-
secretary’s post with ried out at entry points,
1,595 votes, while his and the entry of unre-
opponent Muhammad lated persons into the
Sohail Khurshid Gujjar premises was com-
bagged 654 votes. pletely banned to ensure
In the contest for a smooth polling pro-
joint secretary, Imran _cess.

Girls school bombed in
Koh-e-Suleman area

NEWS DESK: Uniden-
tified militants blew up a
girls' primary school

(,hdudhry Nacem Ali
Gujjar clinched the presi-
dency with 1,214 votes.

Jotar was targeted using
explosives, resulting in
partial destruction of the

plosive device used.
Sources said the at-
tackers are suspected to

with explosive material = structure. be linked to the banned
in the remote Koh-e- No casualties were - militant group Fitna-al-
Suleman border region reported. awarij, with the ap-

of Dera Ghazi Khan, par-
tially damaging the
school_building and
spreading fear in the
arca.

Security agencies,
law enforcement per-
sonnel and a bomb dis-
posal squad rushed to
the site after the incident
and cordoned off the
area. A joint search op-

parent aim of sabotaging
girls' education in the
area. Deputy Commis-
sioner Dera Ghazi Khan
and Senior Commandant
Border Military Police,
Usman Khalid, told The

According to offi-
cials, the attack took

placc in Basti Jotar of eration was carried out; Express Tribune that the
Union Council Mithwan, however, no arrests Counter Terrorism De-
within the jurisdiction of could be made. partment (CTD) has reg-
Border Military Police he bomb disposal istered an at CTD

Police Station DG Khan
under relevant sections,
including the Anti-Ter-
rorism Act.

(BMP) Police Station
Lakhani.

The Government
Girls' Primary School

squad has been directed
to submit a detailed re-
port regarding the nature
and quantity of the ex-

The visit bcgan
with his arrival in
Karachi on Friday after-
noon. He visited
Hyderabad yesterday,
and the PTI plans to
conclude his visit with a
public gathering in
Karachi today.

PTI spokesperson
Mohammad Ali Bozdar
said while speaking to
Dawn that police had
blocked roads and were
not allowing party work-
ers to enter Bagh-i-
Jinnah, where the gov-
ernment had allowed the
party to hold the rally.

The KP CM would
now arrive at Mazar-i-
Quaid at 3pm, he said,
reiterating his allegation
that police had blocked
roads in various areas
and were preventing PTI
workers from reaching
the new venue as well.

When again
reached out to him at
around 3:30pm, he said

he KP CM’s convoy,
which also included
other party leaders, had
left a farmhouse in
Gadap and was on its
way to Mazar-i-Quaid.

“He is expects
reach there at 4pm,” h
said, adding that CM

Afridi would pay his re-
spects at the mauso-
leum and later on, he
would address party
workers from a truck, the
arrangements for which
had been completed.
Sindh Presi-
dent Haleem Adil Sheikh
also said in a video state-
ment that the rally would
definitely be held at
Mazar-i-Quaid today.
Criticising the
Sindh government for
allegedly blocking the
rally, he recalled the
Sindh Labour Minister
Saeed Ghani had wel-
comed the KP CM at the
Karachi airport and pre-

sented a Sindh cap and
‘Ajrak to him,

“Was that a pre-

tence?” he questioned,
slamming the Sindh gov-
ernment for its “shame-
lessness™.
On the party's de-
cision to hold a gather-
ing outside one of the
gate’s of Mazar-i-Quaid,
he said, “Holdinga rally
at a public gate does not
block any route.”

The party initially
planned to hold the rally
at Bagh-i-Jinnah, and the
PPP-led Sindh govern-
ment had even issued a
no-objection certificate
for it despite objections

from the PML-N.

But the PTI blamed
the Sindh administra-
tion for “wasting their
time” and announced
that the public meeting
would now be held in
front of the Quaid’s mau-
soleum.

In a late-night de-
velopment, PTI spokes-
person Fauzia Siddiqui
posted on X that the
Sindh  government
wasted their time as the
deputy commissioner
East had issued a no-ob-
Jection certificate (NOC)
on Saturday evening at

2
o

0pm.

“The public power
witnessed in Karachi
yesterday has fright-
ened them; they can’t
decide what to do now.
The people of Karachi
will be at the Mazar-i-
Quaid public gate at 2pm
with our guest, chief
minister of KP, Sohail
Afridi.

We will hold a pub-
lic meeting at the VIP
gate at 2pm,” she stated.

But Sindh Home
Minister Ziaul Hassan
Lanjar warned of strict
action ifany public meet-
ing was held on the
road.

Bride and groom among 8 dead in explosion at Islamabad

NEWS DESK: At least
cight people died and 12
others were injured in an
explosion at a house in
Iclamabnd s Sector G-7/

The officials said
the deceased also in-
cluded the bride and the
groom.

According  to

Pak-is-tan Institute of
Medical Sciences (Pims)
spokesperson
Aneeza Jalil, six bodlca
and 11 injured people
were brought to the hos-
pital, where the injured
were being provided
medical treatment.

She told Dawn that
an emergency was im-
posed in Pims after the
incident on the direc-
tives of Executive Direc-
tor (ED) Dr Rana Imran
Sikander.

One of the injured
‘was being treated at the
hospital’s burns centre
as he had sustained 20
per cent burn injuries,

house, 12 others injured: officials
= -~ TR

firmed that the deceased
included the bride and
the groom.

Moreover, he told
media persons that apart
from the bodies and in-
jured taken to Pims, two
other bodies and an in-
jured person were taken
to the Capital Hospital.

The explosion oc-
curred at a wedding
venue, where guests
were also present, he

she said. Meanwhile,
Islamabad Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Sahibzada
Yusufreached the site of
the incident after the ex-
plosion on the directives
of Deputy Commis-
sioner Irfan Nawaz
Memon. He said while
speaking to the media
that at least four houses
had been damaged by
the explosion and con-

said, adding that all
those trapped had been
rescued from the rubble
by means of “advanced
téchnology”.

The rescue team
was conducting further
checks using specialised
equipment, ADC Yusuf
said, further stating that
an inquiry had been or-
dered to determine the
exact cause of the explo-
sion. However, he added,

the incident seemed to
be that of a cylinder ex-
plosion.

Islamabad Chief
Commissioner
Muhammad Ali
Randhawa also spoke to
the media and said the
explosion seemed to be
aresult of a gas leak.

He added that one
of the houses had been
demolished in the inci-
dent, and arrangements
had been made for the
dead bodies to be
brought to a ground near
the site of the incident.
They would then be
taken to a graveyard, he
said. Hanif Masih, the
father of the deceased
groom, said while speak-
ing to the media that his
son’s wedding was held
on Saturday and they
had reached home late
yesterday night.

“At the time of the
incident (explosion), I
was present at home but
sleeping in a separate
room adjacent to the
house.

Cold wave triggers surge in flu, respiratory

NEWS DESK: Theprov-
ince of Punjab is facing
a growing public health
challenge as an intense
cold wave continues to
sweep across the region,
triggeringa sharp rise in
respiratory and viral ill-
nesses.

Lahore and other
major cities are witness-
ing an unprecedented
rush at public hospitals,
where doctors report a
continuous increase in
patients suffering from
super flu, influenza, vi-
ral infections, chest
complications, pneumo-
nia and high fever.

A survey of patient
flow at major govern-
ment hospitals in Lahore
reveals a troubling situ-
ation. Over the past 24
hours, more than 1,000
patients with cold-re-
lated ailments sought
treatment at six large
public-sector hospitals.
Mayo Hospital alone re-
ceived more than 300
patients, while Jinnah
Hospital treated over
250. Services Hospital
and Lahore General Hos-
pital each recorded more
than 200 cases, while the
Children’s Hospital ad-
mitted over 100 young
patients showing flu and
respiratory symptoms.

Hospital corridors,
emergency units and
outpatient departments
remain overcrowded
throughout the day. Pa-
tients, many wrapped in
blankets, can be seen
waiting for hours as
medical staff work under
intense pressure.

“The number of pa-
tients is far beyond our
routine winter load.
Most of the patients are
senior citizens and
young children,” said Dr
Fareed, senior medical
officer at Mayo Hospi-

illnesses across Punjab

tal Lahore. “Most are
suffering from super flu,
influenza, pneumonia,
chest infections and
other cold-related dis-
cases. A large number
with
hlgh fever, severe
cough, breathing diffi-
culties and body aches.
Many cases are more ag-
gressive than the usual
seasonal flu,” he added.

Health experts link
the surge directly to the
ongoing cold wave,
which has significantly
lowered temperatures,
particularly during
night-time and early
morning hours. Pro-
longed exposure to cold,
combined with poor air
quality and smog, has
weakened immune re-
sponses, making people
more vulnerable to infec-
tions.

Doctors note that
super flu cases are
spreading rapidly, with
symptoms including na-

sal congestion, sore
throat, persistent cough,
high fever, muscle pain
and shortness of breath.

A worrying trend is

nore early symptoms of-
ten end up in hospitals
with serious complica-
tions such as pneumo-
nia,” said Dr Abdul
the rising number of Basit, former medical su-
i cases per t of Sir
fmong childrenand eld-  Ganga Ram Hospital.
erly citizens. Paediatric Hospital adminis-
wards are under particu-  trations admit that de-
lar strain as young chil-  spite preparations, the
dren with compromised scale of the outbreak has
immunity are broughtin stretched resources.
with breathing prob- Bed shortages, limited
lems. Elderly patients, staff and overcrowded
especially those with emergency rooms have
heart disease, diabetes, become routine, with
asthma or other chroni¢ ~some patients treated in
conditions, are also fac- hallways or waiting ar-
ing severe complica- eas due to a lack of
tions. Pregnant women ~space.
and individuals with “Our doctors and
weakened immune sys- nurses are working ex-
tems have been tended shifts, but the
categorisedas high-risk. ~inflow of patients is re-
“Cold weather al- lentless,” said a hospi-
lows viruses to survive tal official at Sir Ganga
longer and spread faster. Ram Hospital.
People stay indoors with Medical experts are
limited ventilation, urging the public to take
which increases trans- preventive measures se-
mission. Those who ig-  riously. The use of face

3

masks in crowded areas

as been strongly rec-
ommended, along with
frequent handwashing
and avoiding close con-
tact with infected in
viduals. Doctors have
also emphasised the im-
portance of seasonal flu
vaccination, particularly
for children, senior cit
zens, pregnant women
and those with chronic
illnesses.

Vaccination does
not just reduce the risk
of infection; it also low-
ers the severity of the
disease,” said Prof. Dr.
Sabahat.

Meteorological
trends indicate that the
cold wave is likely to
persist over the coming
days, with chilly nights,
cold mornings and dry
conditions expected to
continue. Health experts
warn that if temperatures
remain low, respiratory
illnesses may increase
further.
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Ayaz Sadiq pays tribute to security forces for conducting successful operations

ISLAMABAD (INP): based operations fessional competence the armed forces and
Speaker of National (IBOs) in Khyber of the security forces law enforcement agen-
Assembly Sardar Ayaz Pakhtunkhwa, particu- for neutralizing 11 ter- cies in the ongoing war
Sadiq Saturday paid larly in  North rorists affiliated with against terrorism were
rich tribute to the se- Waziristan and Kurram  Indian- spomored Fitna a source of pride for
curity forces for districts. Al-Khaw: the entire nation.

He sald the brav-
ery and sacrifices of

In a statement, the
Speaker lauded the pro-

conducting suc-
cessful intelligence-

Ayaz Sadiq reiter-
ated that the Pakistani

backed terrorist ele-
ments were vital to
safeguarding national
security.

The Speaker made
it clear that there was
no place in Pakistan for
elements involved in

Commending the
operations being car-
ried out under Azm-e-
Istehkam, the Speaker
said these actions re-
flect the strong resolve
of the state to defeat
hostile designs.

nation stands shoulder
to shoulder with its
courageous security
forces in eliminating
the menace of terror-
ism. He emphasized
that effective opera-
tions against Indian-

targeting innocent civil-
ians and security
personnel. He affirmed
that counter-terrorism
operations would con-
tinue uninterrupted un-
til the complete eradi-
cation of terrorism.

rs. Samina Amjad Randhawa, Amjad Karim Randhawa, parents of late Arfa Karim Rand
da Islam, CEO Arfa Karim Foundation called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sh

Youth sports, public recreation and women’s

access in Gwadar underway

GWADAR (iNP): The recreational equip- parks, including Cen-
Gwadar Development ment, and expansion tral Park and Model
Authority (GDA) and beautification of Beach Park, reflects
highlighted initiatives the park. GDA Direc- the authority’s efforts

lighting, safer play ar-
eas and inclusive de-
sign are central to cur-
rent projects.

focused on youth de- tor (Environment) to improve quality of  Separately, GDA
velopment, public rec- Rasool Bakhsh Baloch life alongside urban distributed footballs,
reation and women’s ied the visit devel sports uniforms and
participation, and briefed the direc- Model  Beach other equipment to stu-
including work on tor general on con- Park is being ex- dents at GDA Public
public parks and sup- struction, extension panded with facilities Higher Secondary

port for sports activi- and  maintenance
ties in educational in- work, according to a

intended for women,
aimed at encouraging

School, officials said,
as part of efforts to

stitutions. wadar Pro's report.  greater participationin encourage healthy ac-
Director General “Providing citizens outdoor and recre- tivities among stu-
GDA  Moeen ur with a safe, clean and  ational activities. dents.

Rehman Khan visited
Padi Zar Park to re-

Officials said the
equipment was pro-

peaceful recreational
environment is among

“Urban develop-
ment must go hand in

view rehabilitation GDA’s top priorities,” hand with accessible vided with support
work, which officials Khan said at the recreational spaces from members of the
said includes restora- event. for families, youth and local builders and de-

tion ot chl]dren s He said develop- Khan said,

swings, of ment work at public

‘women,” velopers association

and GDA staff.

adding that improved

Pakistan on path of economic stability,
development: Amir Mugam

ISLAMABAD, Jan 11 dance with the UN
(INP): Federal Minis- resolutions and that
ter for Kashmir Affairs lasting peace in the re-
& Gilgit-Baltistan and gion was not possible
SAFRON, Engineer without a solution to
Amir Muqam Sunday, this long-standing is-
attended the event as sue.

the chief guest, which
was organized by the
Pakistan South Africa
Association in Pretoria,

nificant milestones in
defense, economy, di-
plomacy, sports, and
other fields, he added.

He apprecla(ed the
leadership of Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and
said that due to the hard
work and timely deci-
sions of the current

Indian aggression,
overseas Pakistanis de-
fended the interests of
Pakistan steadfastly.

This war was
fought by the entire
Pakistani nation with
unity and gave a clear
message to the world
that we are all one for
Pakistan.

Earlier, the central
president of the Paki-
stan South Africa As-
sociation, Mian Naseer

Lodheim, South Africa. government, If any kind of at- Ahmed, welcomed the

The prestigious Pakistan was on tack is carried out on chief guest and in-
event was attended by the path of rapid devel- homeland, every patri- formed him about the
High Commissioner of opment. otic Pakistani will give problems faced by
Pakistan Malik Amir Mugam em- a befitting reply like a overseas Pakistanis and
Muhammad Farooq, phasized thatunder the war of truth. appealed for coopera-

tion to resolve them.

Renowned journal-
ist Yousuf Abramji and
local councilor Nacem
Patel also stressed on
further strengthen bi-
lateral relations be-
tween Pakistan and
South Africa. High
Commissioner of Paki-
stan Malik Muhammad
Farooq welcomed the
arrival of the federal
minister and assured all
possible cooperation
for the overseas com-
munity.

ECP sets Jan 20 deadline for
postal ballot applications
in PP-167 by-elections

ISLAMABAD (INP): titled to »olc through
The Election Commis- postal bal
sion of Pakistan (ECP) Ofcials. assigned
has set January 20, 2026  election duties by the
as the deadline for re- Returning Officer includ-
ceiving applications for ing police personnel
postal ballot papers for who are registered vot-
the PP-167 Lahore-XXIII  ers have been directed
by-election. to submit their applica-
The commission tions within three days
stated that the facilityis of their appointment.
designed to assist vot- Applications must be
ers unable to appear at submitted on the pre-
polling stations. Under scribed form to the Re-
election law, postal turning Officer of the
ballots are available  constituency.
to government employ- Forms can be ob-
ees, military officers and  tained from the con-
soldiers, as well as their  cerned Returning Officer
registered-voter ordownloaded from the
spouses and children ECP’s official webslle
residing with them, www.ecp.gov.pk.The
provided they live out- commission stressed
side their that voters issued postal
Constituencies.Persons  ballots will not be per-
with disabilities who mitted to cast their votes
cannot travel may also in person at polling sta-

The minister said
that a conducive envi-
ronment had been pro-
vided for investment in
Pakistan and a one-
window facility for in-
vestment had been es-
tablished through SIFC
50 that overseas Paki-
stanis could invest con-
fidently.

Speaking on the
Kashmir issue, he said
that it is imperative to
give the Kashmiri
people the right to self-
determination in accor-

the Overseas Pakistani
community, political
and social figures and
hundreds of people
from different walks of
life, said a press re-
lease.

Addressing the
event, the federal min-
ister extended heartfelt
congratulations to the
attendees on the New
Year and said that last
year, 2025, proved to
be a year of achieve-
ments for Pakistan.
Pakistan achieved sig-

Hunza records country's
lowest temperature as
mercury drops to -21°C

HUNZA(INP): Asevere  21°Cin Hunza,-19°Cin
cold wave continues to Astore, -11°C in Chilas,
grip Pakistan with heavy and -8°C in Kalat.
snowfall in northern Meanwhile, dense
mountainous regions fog and freezing cold
and icy winds continued to disturb life
sweeping across in Punjab, with closure
the plains. In Hunza, the - of motorways. Due to re-
mercury dropped to a duced visibility, vehicles
freezing minus 21 de-  were prohibited from en-
grees Celsius, making it tering the M2 Motorway
the coldest area in the from Lahore to Kot
country. According toan  Momin, M3 from Faizpur
international weather to Darkhana, and M4
website, the minimum  from Pindi Bhattian to
temperature in Hunza Multan. Similarly, ve-
was recorded at -20°C, hicles are not allowed to
while Quetta saw a low enter M5 Multan to
of -1°C carly Sunday Rohri and M11 Lahore
morning. Other majorcit-  to Sambrial. There are
ies also experienced also fog-hit areas on the
chilly conditions, with national highway in
temperatures recorded at ~ Lahore, Manga Mandi,
2°CinIslamabad, 3°Cin  Pattoki, Okara, Sahiwal,
hore, 4°C in Peshawar, and Ahmedpur Shargia.
and 7°C in Karachi. Traffic flow was
Snowfall  over also affected due to

leadership of Field Mar-
shal and Chief of De-
fence Forces General
Syed Asim Munir, the
Pakistani Armed
Forces achieved his-
toric successes in the
war of truth.

He said that in the
war of truth, the Paki-
stani Armed Forces
defeated the enemy and
raised the head of the
entire nation with pride.

He paid tribute to
the overseas Pakistanis
and said that after the

Babusar Top, Nanga heavy fog in Mian | apply, if tions. Each application
Parbat, and other north- Channu, Khanewal, they hold a national ~ must also be verified by
ernarcas has intensified  Multan, Basti Maluk, | identity card bearing the ~ the applicant’s office o

the cold and disrupted
road connectivity. Tem-
peratures plunged to -

Lodhran, Bahawalpur,
Rahim Yar Khan and
Sadigabad.

disability logo issued by
NADRA. Prisoners in
custody are likewise en-

department to prevent
unauthorized use of the
facility.

F e
(QUETTA: Head of Mazloom Awami Tehreck Pakistan Sadiq Khan Ackhzai addressing the Youth|
Conference at Quetta Press Club (QPC).

Thick fog blankets
national highways,
shutting motorways
across country

PESHAWAR (INP): Nagar, Mian Channu,
Thick fog continues o Khanewal, Multan, Basti
blanket most parts of Malook, Lodhran, and
Punjab, Smdh Bahawalpur, Ahmadpur
Balochistan,  and Sharqia,  Taranda
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mohammad Pannah,
(KP) provinces, prompt- Iqbalabad, Rahim Yar
ing the closure of sev- Khan, and Sadiqabad.
eral motorway sections Visibility was also
as a precautionary mea- reduced from 10 to 30
sure to ensure public meters from Sehwan to
safety. Larkana,

According to de-
tails, the dense fog
verely affected the rou-
tine life of cilizem

Ongoing cold wave
continues for next two
days across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP):

vere as the city was de-
clared as 13th most pol-
luted city in the world.
The amount of particu-
late matter in the air was
recorded at 163 particu-
late meters.

Cold wave and fog
also gripped Mityari,
Kandyaro, and Tehri
Mirwah, forcing the resi-
dents to stay at home.
Vehicles were also facing
difficulties on the Na-
tional Highway.

Dense fog also en-
gulfed the entire area of
Obaro with low visibility.

The Met Office pre-
dicted that the ongoing
cold wave will continue
for the next two days
across Pakistan, espe-
cially in Karachi, while
the cold wave further in-
tensified in most parts
of the country.

The minimum tem-
perature of Islamabad
was recorded at one de-
gree centigrade, accom-
panied by cold winds.

The Met Office pre-
dicted that the maximum
temperature of

Spokesperson for
the Motorway Police,
Central Region, Syed
Imran Ahmed, said the

Motorway M-1 s decision to close the | Islamabad is likely to Motoway M-5 was
closcd from Pcahdwar to motorways was taken to | reach 15 degrees centi- closed for all kinds of
shai, protect grade. In the morning, traffic from Guddu Inter-

M-2 from Thokar
NiazBaig to Chakri, M-3
from  Faizpur  to
Darkhana, M-4 from
Pindi Bhattian to Sher

ah, M-5 from Sher
Shah to

Sukkur, M-11 from
Lahore to Sambrial, and
M-14 from Injara to Esa
Khel were closed for all
kinds of traffic.

Thick fog also
gripped adjacent areas
on the National High-
way which include
Lahore, Pattoki, Okara,
Sahiwal, and Iqbal

change, Rohri to Zahir
Pir. Cold wave accompa-
nied by low visibility
also affected the routine
life of Jacobabad, Thul
and Garhi Khero. Sev-
eral feeders were also
dipped due to a severe
cold wave.

Traffic authorities
also advised citizens to
avoid  unnecessary
travel. People were fac-
inga lot of difficulties in
the severe cold wave, as
the electricity was also
suspended in these ar-
eas.

the lives and prop-
erty of the public. He
warned that lane viola-
tions during foggy con-
ditions could lead to se-
rious accidents.

The Motorway Po-
lice advised road users
to strictly follow lane
discipline and avoid un-
necessary travel during
fog.

the temperature was re-
corded at nine degrees
centigrade, and cold
winds blew at a speed of
90 meters per hour.

The Met Office said
that there is no chance
of rainin the federal capi-
tal for the next twenty-
four hou

Karachi is also ex-
periencing severe cold
weather as the minimum
temperature has
dropped further to nine
degrees centigrade.

The pollution rate
of Karachi remained se-

Citizens were urged
to prefer traveling dur-
ing daylight hours, not-
ing that safer travel
times in fog are between
10:00 am and 6:00 pm.

= b THN
QUETTA: Mensit around the fire to keep themselves warm during cold night in provincial capital.

New dams planned to tackle water shortages
issue of twin-cities

briefed participants on  efficient mechanism  water theft and the
the progress and to ensure reliable de- misuse of water con-
scope of the Chahan, livery. nections, stressing that
Dothara, and Representatives ensuring adequate
Shahdara dam from WAPDA and the water supply for
projects. It was de- Capital Development Islamabad’s residents
cided that the Dothara  Authority (CDA) pre- was a top priority. The
Dam, with a storage sented various options, minister further di-
capacity of 110 million feasibility studies, and rected officials to take
gallons per day proposed timelines immediate and effec-
(MGD), would be aimed at increasing tive measures to guar-
completed within two  water availability. antee water availabil-
years. Participants Interior Minister ity, adding that under
also held detailed dis- Mohsin Naqvi di- the short-termplan, all
cussions on the con- rected the concerned available resources
struction of additional authorities to submita must be utilized to
small dams and water comprehensive imple- maintain an uninter-
s

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi on
Saturday chaired a
high-level meeting that
decided to construct
new dams to address
persistent water short-
ages in Islamabad and
Rawalpindi, according
to a report.

Minister of State
for Interior Talal
Chaudhry and Prime
Minister’s Adviser
Syed Tauqeer Shah
attended the meeting

as special participants, reservoirs, as well as  mentation plan for the rupted supply.

along with senior offi- proposals to address approved roadmap The meeting was

cials from relevant deficiencies in within 10 days and in-  attended by the interior

departments. Islamabad’s existing structed them to fast- secretary, additional
The meeting re- water supply system. track all procedural interior secretary,

viewed both short- Emphasis was placed requirements to ini- CDA chairman,

term and long-term on identifying weak- tiate the projects with- Rawalpindi commis”

nesses in the water
distribution network
and developing a more

strategies to improve
water supply in the
twin cities. Officials

out delay.
He also ordered a
strict crackdown on

sioner, CDA mem-
bers, and other senior
officials.
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Written Tests & Interviews for
Balochistan Sports Board Vacancies
Underway in Nasirabad

il e L

qualified candidates
with fair employment
opportunities.“Currently,
recruitment s being con-
ducted for the follow ing

NASIRABAD: The re-
cruitment process for
vacant positions in vari-
ous cadres of the
Balochistan  Sports
Board is currently in
progress in Disfrict
Nasirabad, where written
examinations and inter-
views are being con-
ducted for candidates
from across the entire di-
vision.

The recruitment ac-
tivities are being held at
Shaheed Abdul Ghaffar
Siyal Cricket Ground un-
der the direct supervi-
sion of Director General
Sports Balochistan, Dr.
Yasir Khan Bazai, ensur-

all stages of the written
tests and interviews are
being completed in a fair
and transparent manner
under the strict supervi-
sion of the Sports Board
administration. Speak- Fi
ing on the occasion, Dr.
Yasir Khan Bazai stated
that the recruitment pro-
cess aims tofill long:
cant posts in the Sports
Department of
Nasirabad Division, em-
phasizing that merit-
based appointments re-
‘main the top priority of
the department.

He added that this

ing transparency and
strict  monitoring
throughout the process.

Several senior offi-
cials were present on the
occasion, including As-
sistant Commissioner
Dera Murad Jamali
Bahadur Khan Khoso,
Deputy Director Sports
Nasirabad Division
Feroz Ali Abm Assis-

W ll

Chowkidar, Naib Q:md
Sanitary Worker,
Ground Man, and Wall
Man. The transparent re-
cruitment drive reflects
the Balochistan
government’s commit-
ment to ;lrcnglhcmng
the provincial sport:
frastructure and promot-
ing good governance

tor Adil Qadir, District
Sports Officer Jaffarabad
Naimatullah Rind, Sports
Officer Nasir Khan
Panizai, Syed Sajjad
Shah, and other officers. through merit-based em-
According to officials, provide deserving and ployment.

Dr Abdul Malik Baloch Calls Education Key
to Empowering Sariab Residents

News Des
QUETTA: National
Party President Dr
Abdul Malik Baloch
has said that Sariab has
been deliberately kept
underdeveloped for
decades under a
tematic agenda, de-
priving its people of
basic facilities, quality
education and oppor-
tunities for progress

Speaking to Na-
tional Party officials,
workers and local el-
ders at the residence
of Malik Faisal
Shahwani,

Dr Baloch said
that education—par-
ticularly quality and
technical education—
is the only effective
path through which
the people of Sariab
can safeguard their strongholds of national
political, s_o‘cia] and consciousness and na-
vincial Farmers Sec- tentionally weakened
retary Haji Farooq tokeep the population
Shahwani also ad- politically ineffective.
dressed the gathering. He emphasized rather than as a na-

Dr Baloch wel- that the National Party tional and political en-
comed the joining of does not believe inop- tity,

Sariab and Mastung
have historically been

ideological develop-
ment of political work-

Reaffirming the
party’s commitment to
democratic and poli
cal struggle, he said

potiticat
forces can guarantee
national survival and
the protection of pub-
lic rights.

Senior National
Party leaders and lo-

TS

Dr Abdul Malik
Balochistan is often
viewed merely as a
geographical area

Malik Faisal portunistic or short- leading to unjust cal notables, including
Shahwani, Malik term politics, but decisions that harm Dr Ishaq Baloch, Ali
Shahryar Shahwani stands for ideology, the province. He also Ahmed Lango,
and their associates principles and the described the issue of Nasrullah Shahwani,
into the National Party, people’s right to rule. missing persons as a Haji Waheed
callingitavoteofcon- He added that the grave humanitarian Shahwani and several
fidence in the party’s party’s political phi- crisis that has affected others, were also
national politics and losophy is rooted in nearly every house- present on the occa-
leadership. He said the intellectual and hold in Balochistan.  sion.

Loralai Police and CIA Conduct
Successful Drug Busts, Four Arrested and
Large Quantities of Hashish Seized

LORALAL : Loralai Po- 530 grams of hashish.
lice, in collaboration Second Operation:
with the CIA, carried out Under the leader-
effective and successful ship of CIA In-charge
operations against drug Loralai, Sub-Inspector
dealers, leading to the Muhammad Anwar
arrest of four suspects Jalalzai, the CIA team
and the seizure of sig- seized a significant
nificant quantities of quantity of narcotics.
hashish. These actions ‘Wahid Shah, son of
were executed under the Jaleel, a resident of
orders of Deputy In- Makhtar, was arrested
spector General of Police with 1.05 kilograms of
Loralai Range, Janid hashish.
Ahmed Shaikh, and the Third Operation:
supervision of SSP A third successful
Loralai, Malik operation was led by
Muhammad Asghar SHO Sadig Ali Shaheed
Usman, with additional Saddar, Sub-Inspector
guidance from SDPO Muhammad Akram
Karim Mandokhel. Hamzazai, resulting in
The operations, the arrest of Mirza Khan,

son of Muhammad
Hashim, a resident of
Kunobi. He was found
with 520 grams of hash-
ish. All arrested individu-
als have been charged
under the Control of
Narcotics Act, and in-
vestigations are ongo-
ing. Police officials have
announced that further
anti-drug operations will
be intensified, ensuring
that no one is above the

conducted by various
police stations and CIA
teams, unfolded in sepa-
rate raid

Muhammad ~ Ashraf
Tareen, along with Sub-
Inspector Muhammad
Sharif Mosakhil, the po-
lice team arrested two
suspected drug dealers.
The first, Obaidullah,
son of Wali Muhammad,
a resident of Kaddi
Mohalla Loralai, was
found in possession of
520 grams of hashish.
The second, Allah
Noor, son of Nasrullah,
a resident of B&R
Loralai, was caught with

w.

Authorities have
vowed to continue
cracking down on drug
trafficking in the region
to ensure public safety
and uphold the rule of
law.

Gwadar District Set for Historic Transformation
with N-25 Expressway Project, Promises

Economic Growth and Improved Connectivity

KHUZDAR: Khuzdar, a
geographical and eco-
nomic hub of the prov-
ince, is on the brink of
making history with a
eroundbreaking devel-
opment.

he monumental
project to convert Na-
tional HighwayN-25 into
amodern dual carriage-
way expressway will not
only cut travel time by
halfbut also has the po-
tential to transform the
region’s economy, trade,
and employment land-

iven the expected
surge in traffic once the

Tang camp. Discussions
focused on the pace of

2 o
tive Engincer C&W
Saliem Razak Umrani,

scape. DSM PPHI Dr. Munir work, challenges, and expressway is opera-
Today, Deputy Ahmad, and Assistant their solutions. tional.
Commissioner Khuzdar, District Manager Nasir Sasoli instructed In his concluding

that all available re-
sources be utilized to
ensure the project sec-
tion is. ahead
of schedule.

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner
also inspected key Ba-
sic Health Units (BHUs)
in Wadh and Darakhela,
engaging with medical
staff and stressing the
importance of providing
top-notch healthcare,
especially as construc-
tion activities increase
traffic in the area.

Additionally, the
1122 Emergency Ser-
vices  Center  at
Darakhela was re-
viewed, with an empha-
sis on ensuring rapid re-
sponse capabilities

Abdul Razak Sasoli, vis-
ited the Wadh Tehsil for
an in-depth and signifi-
cant tour, marking the
administration's commit-
ment to public needs and
the timely completion of
this mega project.

The visit high-
lighted the seriousness
oflocal officials in ensur-
ing the smooth execu-
tion of the project, with
a focus on resolving
land disputes and ad-
dressing project-related
matters.

Accompanied by
key officials, including
Assistant  Commis-
sioner Wadh, Akbar Ali
Mazari, District Educa-
tion Officer Abid
Hussain Baloch, Execu-

Ahmad Musiani, the
visit began with a tour of
the FWO (Frontier
Works Organization)
camp and meetings with
project officials.

The team later vis-
ited the Wadh Office,
where the revenue staff
provided detailed brief-
ings on land issues, con-
flict resolution, and other
critical matters related to
the project.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdul Razak
Sasoli conducted a di-
rect inspection of the on-
going construction work
along N-25, particularly
in the areas of Wadh and
Darakhela, meeting with
FWO officers and staff
at the site and Saman

remarks, Deputy Com-
missioner Sasoli ex-
pressed that the N-25
akistan i
be a revolutionary
project not just for
Khuzdar district but for
the entire province of
Balochistan. He empha-
sized that this highway
is not merely a road but
a gateway (o prosperity,
development, and im-
proved communication.
The federal and provin-
cial governments are
fully committed to the
timely completion of the
project, and all neces-
sary support will be pro-
ided to ensure that this
vision becomes a reality
for the people of
Balochistan.

=

Gwadar Assistant Commissioner Responds Swiftly
to Landshde, Restores Key nghway for Trafﬁc

GWADAR: In a swift
and decisive response
to a landslide that
blocked the main high-
way between Gwadar
and Dasht, Assistant
Commissioner
Gwadar, Saad Qaleem
Zafar, personally vis-
ited the affected site at
Dasht Duro Kandig to
supervise emergency
measures.

The landslide had
completely obstructed
the highway, halting
traffic between
Gwadar and Dasht,
causing significant
hardships for the local
population.

Recognizing the
severity of the situa-
tion, Assistant Com-
missioner Zafar imme-
diately took charge of
the operation and di-
rected the B&R De-
partment and the Pub-
lic Health Engineering
(PHE) Department to
deploy heavy machin-
ery and tractors on-site
to clear the debris. Un- ture emergencies. He
der his direct supervi- instructed all con-

Grand Marathon Held in
Turbat Under Kech Sports
and Fitness Festival,
Youth Participate

with Enthusiasm

TURBAT, KECH: A
grand marathon race
was successfully orga-
nized at the headquar-
ters of District Kech,
Turbat, under the banner
of the Kech Sports and
Fitness Festival, drawing
alarge number of youth
and citizens who partici-
pated with great enthu-
siasm and spirit.

The  marathon
aimed to promote sports
activities, encourage a
healthy lifestyle, and
engage youth in posi-
tive and constructive
pursuits.

The inaugural cer-
emony of the marathon
was attended by Com-
‘missioner Makran Qadir
Bakhsh Perkani, Deputy
Commissioner Kech
Bashir Ahmed Baloch,

iy

Zafar reiterated the
commitment of the dis-
trict administration to
prioritize the safety,
convenience, and well-
being of the people in
the region.

sion, the team success-
fully removed the land-
slide material, reopen-
ing the crmcal route for
traffic without delay.

Thanks to the
quick and effective ac-
tion, the highway was
cleared and traffic was
restored, providing
much-needed relief to
thousands of commut-
ers between Gwadar
and Dasht.

The prompt resto-
ration of the road en-
sured that the flow of
traffic was back to
normal, reducing pub-
lic inconvenience.

During the opera-
tion, Assistant Com-
missioner Zafar em-
phasized the impor-
tance of maintaining
readiness for any fu-

cerned departments to
ensure that machinery
and personnel are ai-
ways prepared to re-
spond swiftly, mini-
mizing disruption to the
public.

The marathon offi-
cially started at 11:00
from the residence
of the Deputy Commis-
sioner Kech. The race
route passed through
Turbat Police Station
Chowk, Takhti Chowk,
Taleemi Chowk, and
concluded at Kech Sta-
dium Turbat.
Participants, includ-
ing young athletes from
various parts of the city,
displayed remarkable
discipline, determina-
tion, and sportsmanship
throughout the race.
Special security
and traffic arrangements
were made by the district
administration to ensure
the smooth conduct of
the event. Citizens lined
the route, applauding
and cheering the run-

Assistant Commis- ners, which further
sioner Turbat  boosted the morale and
Muhammad  Hanif excitement of the partici-

Kabzai, Assistant Com-
missioner Tump Shehak
Hayat, Mayor Munici-
pal Corporation Turbat
Balkh Sher Qazi, Kech
Cultural Festival Secre- Baloch from Josak,
tary Altaf Sakhi, along Turbat, secured first po-
with repr of sition, Jan
political parties, govern-  from Panjgur claimed
ment officials, traders’ second position, while
associations, sports per- Adeeb Ahmed from
sonalities, and a large Malik Abad, Turbat,
number of local citizens. achieved third position.

pants.

After a tough com-
petition covering a dis-
tance of approximately
five kilometers, Ayaz
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Pakistan, Indonesia to set up JTC to boost trade

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
and Indonesia have

s NESIA - PAKISTAN JOIN TRADE COMM

kistan Joint Trade Com-
mittee  (JTC) to
strengthen trade dia-
logue, facilitate coopera-
tion and address oppor-
tunities and challenges
in bilateral trade.

The MoU was 7 X

signed after high-level oo
talks in Islamabad on Fri- Vice Mi
day, led by Commerce I i l Mini
Minis-ter Jam Kamal ‘Cder \
Khan and visiting Indo- cdcral vim
nesian Vice Minister of
Trade Dyah Roro Esty
Widya Put--ri, said a
press release.

The development
coincided with a recep-
tion hosted by the Indo-
nesian Consulate Gen-
eralin chi in honour
of the visiting vice min- &
ister, attended by gov- —_—————
ernment officials and
representatives of the |
business community |
from both countries. |

During the talks, Mr |
Kamal described Indo- | |
nesiaas strategicallyim- |
portant within the Asso- stan could serve asare- ness forum in Jakarta,
ciation of Southeast liable source for miner-  with invitations to be ex-
Asian Nations (Asean) als, cosmetics, pharma- ~tended to Asean mem-
and said it could serve ~ ceuticals and agri-food ber states, aimed at

ecutive sought Indone-
sian facilitation for the
early announcement of
fruit import quotas,
of certifi-

Signed by

de of the Repub

trial-grade potatos.

Both sides agreed to
work jointly towards ex-
panding the existing

as aregional hub for fos- for the In- ¢ Pakistani
tering trilateral and re- donesian market. products and strength-
gional economic coop- He also conveyed ening regional business
eration. Pakistan’s intention to linkages. Trade Devel-

The federal minister organise a single-coun- opment Authority of Pa-
emphasised that Paki- try exhibition and busi- kistan (TDAP) Chief Ex-

cation requirements for
Pakistani exports, notifi-
cation of rice import
quotas and improved
market access for indus-

trade agree-
ment (PTA), with the
shared objective of pro-
gressing towards a
Comprehensive
Eco-nomic Partnership

Agreement to unlock
greater trade and invest-
ment opportunities.

Mr Kamal noted
that impo-rted edible oil,
primarily from Indone-
sia, forms an essential
part of Pakistan’s food
chain and daily life and
appreciated the contin-

"1 donesia and

.11-. of Pakistan

ued contribution of
Indo-n-e-sian and Paki-
stani stake--hold-ers to
sustaining bilateral
trade.

The Indonesian
vice minister reaffirmed
Indonesia’s commitment
to deeper economic ties
and welcomed closer co-

operation through the
newly established JTC.
Withbilateral trade
exceeding $4 billion,
both sides reiterated
their commitment to fur-
ther strengthening rela-
tions through political
trust, growing economic
cooperation and people-
to-people links, the
press release said.
Growth in auto
sales Separately, the
er on Wednesday
expressed optimism that
sales of locally manufac-
tured vehicles would im-
prove in the coming
years, citing policies
aimed at discouraging
imports of used cars.
Mr Kamal said
Pakistan’s annual pro-
duction of vehicles, cur-
rently below 200,000
units, could rise to be-
tween 500,000 and one
million units, creating
new investment oppor-
tunities. He also
stressed the need to
strengthen auto-financ-
ing to support higher
sales of locally made ve-
hicles. During a visit to
the Bin Qasim automo-
tive cluster of the Paki-
stan Association of Au-
tomotive Parts and Ac-
cessories Manufactur-
ers, he reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to supporting do-
mestic automobile manu-
facturing and exports.

Govt to shift high-loss power
feeders to solar energy

NEWS DESK: The fed-  tion with local communi-  power would lead to the
eral government has de- ties and provincial gov- development of environ-
cided to convert elec- ernments, saying the ment-friendly, low-cost
tricity feeders operating move would help reduce and sustainable
at heavy losses to solar losses while ensuringa microgrids, with local

Dollar

NEWS DESK: Banks re-
ceived 30 per cent fewer
US dollars from ex-
change companies in
the first half of the cur-
rent fiscal year, accord-

power as part of efforts ~reliable powersupplyin - communities, provincial
to improve electricity affected regions. governments and the | ¢t official data. |
supply and curb finan-  He also ordered the  federal government as

cial losses in the energy ~immediate launch of pi- ~key stakeholders. nies sod abour S 4 bil-

sector. lot projects for loss- They added that the

The decision was making feeders of the initiative would not only
taken at a high-level Peshawar Electric Sup- provide affordable elec-
‘meeting chaired byPrime  ply Company (PESCO) tricity but also signifi-
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, ~and Quetta Electric Sup- ~cantly reduce future fi-
which reviewed ongoing ~ply Company (QESCO), nancial losses of power
power sector reforms stressing that consulta- distribution companies.
and strategies to ensure  tions with elected repre- PM Shehbaz ap-
uninterrupted electricity ~sentatives and active proved the plan and in-
supply, particularly in community participation ~structed authorities to
remote areas. were essential for the begin work on the pilot

The prime minister projects’ success. projects in Khyber-
directed that high-loss Officials briefed the Pakhtunkhwa — and
feeders be shifted to so- meeting that converting Balochistan without de-
lar energy in coordina- these feeders to solar lay.

lion to banks during
July-December FY26,
compared with around
$2bn in the correspond-
ing period of FY25, re-
flecting a decline of
nearly 30pe.

Exchange compa-
nies are required to sell
surplus foreign currency
in the banking market.
However, they are also
allowed to sell dollars to
individuals for specific
purposes.

“The customers
bought about $1.2bn in
six months from ex-
change companies, kept
$400m in bank accounts
and the remaining S800m
is not traceable,” said
Malik Bostan, Chairman
of the Exchange Compa-
nies Association of Pa-
kistan (ECAP).

The untraceable
$800m is believed to
have been used for pur-
chasing virtual curren-
cies. Trading in virtual
currencies remains un-
regulated in Pakistan,
though the State Bank is

inflows from exchangers dip

workmg ona framework
egulate
cryplocurrency transac-
tions.
The government
has expressed support
for cryptocurrency trad-
ing and is willing to
legalise it with the assis-
tance of the State Bank.
Selling dollars to
the general public is not
straightforward, as ex-
change companies typi-
cally issue cheques for
encashment through
banks or directly tras
fer dollars into buyes
bank accounts instead of

Modern seafood processing zone planned

at Korangi harbour

NEWS DESK:Federal

Minister for Maritime %)
Affairs Muhammad
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
has announced plans to
establish a 100-acre, $80
‘million Seafood Process-
ing and Export Zone at
the Korangi Fisheries
Harbour  Authority
(KoFHA), aimed at
boosting the blue
economy and global
seafood trade.

In a statement on
Saturday, the minister
said the proposed
project was aimed at de-
veloping, financing and
operating a modern sea-
food processing and .
value addition complex 4
under KoFHA, seafood exports tow vards

positioning the higher-value processed He said the planned
harbour as a regional Products. facilities would include
hub for sustainable, The minister noted multi-tenant seafood
technology-driven sea- that the project would  processing units, large-
food processing linked COVer 100 acres of dedi- ~scale cold storage and
to high-value interna- cated seafood process- packaging facilities, lo-
tional markets. ing and export infra- gistics and export termi-

He said the initia- Structure at the Korangi nals and a wastewater
tive would be a bridge Fisheries Harbour in treatment plant to en-
between medium-scale Karachi. _ sure environmentally
seafood processors and He said the esti- compliant operations.
value-added plants, and mated project cost The zone will be
global buyers byprovid- Would range between used exclusively for
ing modern infrastruc- $60 million and $80 mil- - commercial seafood pro-
ture, certification stan- lion, based on regional = cessing, packaging, cold
dards and efficient ex. and global benchmarks ~storage and export-ori-
port logistics. The from countries such as ented activities.
project reflects the Vietnam, Chinaand Ec- ‘The maritime minis-
government's intent to Uador, which have devel- ter said the project was
move away from raw oped similar seafood proposed under a pub-

lic-private pannerehnp
or build-operate-transfer
(BOT)  concession
model, under which pri-
vate investors would de-
velop, operate and main-
tain the processing zone,
while KoFHA would
keep regulatory ovel
sight and provide facil
tation.

Elaborating on the
development compo-
nents, he said the zone
would host between 20
and 25 medium to large-
scale seafood process-
ing units designed for
fish and shrimp process-
ing, value addition and
export-grade packaging.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
plan to fully deregulate
its sugar Sector after
nearly eight decades of
state control has entered
a decisive phase, with
the Institute of Cost and
Management Accoun-
tants of Pakistan (ICMA)
cautioning that market
freedom without strong
oversight could deepen
long-standing problems
instead of resolving
them.

In a detailed policy
report, ICMA has pro-
posed a gradual and
closely monitored de-
regulation framework at
atime when the govern-
ment, under pressur
from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF),
is seeking to reduce
price controls, fiscal
subsidies and ad hoc in-
terventions in politically
sensitive sectors.

The sugar sector
has long been one of
Pakistan's most contro-
versial yet important
sectors, sitting at the in-
tersection of agriculture,
food security and poli-
tics. The country pro-
duces between 6 and 7
million tonnes of sugar
annually, depending on
the cane crop, while do-
mestic consumption is
estimated at around 5.5
to 6 million tonnes. De-

spite this apparent bal-

providing cash.

Data show that cur-
rency sales to banks
have been on a declin-
ing trend from June to
December 2025.

The highest inflow
was recorded in June,
when banks received
$408m.

At the start of FY26,
sales stood at $279m in
July, falling sharply to
$163min August.

They recovered to
$187m in September, rose
to $243m in October,
dipped slightlyto $238m
in November and in-

ance, Pakistan has re-
peatedly faced sharp
price spikes, sudden
shortages and contro-
versial decisions to ex-
port sugar, only to allow
imports months later at
higher prices. These
cycles have been costly
for consumers and the
exchequer and have fre-
quently drawn the atten-
tion of regulators and
parliamentary commit-

‘According  to
ICMA, Pakistan's do-
mestic sugar prices have
remained significantly
higher than global
benchmarks for ex-
tended periods, reflect-
ing structural distor-
tions rather than genu-
ine shortages. The re-
port  notes  that
cartelisation, weak stock
reporting, delayed pay-
ments to farmers and
politically influenced
trade decisions have un-
dermined trust in the
(S LS

la-u.(:. ———

creased again to $271m
b

in Decembel
Despite rising remit-
tance inflows this year,
dollar sales by exchange
companies to banks
have declined.
“Special apps avi
able on wel
tracting dollars from Pa-
kistan.
The current US dol-
lar rate offered by these
ps is around Rs292,
Whieh is highly attrac-
tive for dollar holders,”
Mr Bostan said, adding
that these platforms
guide holders either to

‘market. While the gov-
ernment now plans to let
demand and supply de-
termine prices, the report
argues that deregulation
alone will not automati-
cally dismantle en-
trenched market power
or prevent manipulation.

The push for reform
is closely linked to
Pakistan's ongoing IMF
programme,  which
emphasises market-
based pricing, reduced
subsidies and improved
governance.

Recent government
announcements indicate
that long-standing re-
strictions on new sugar
mills may belifted, price-
setting’ mechanisms
rolled back and exports
and imports liberalised.
Officials see deregula-
tion as a way to attract
private investment, im-
prove efficiency and
align Pakistan with glo-
bal practices. However,
the report stresses that

——

-
———
— |
et

sell at these rates or in-
vest in cryptocurrencies.
Exchange rate out-

g

“The latest liquidity
profile of the SBP shows
aggregate short posi-
tions of less than $2bn,
broadly in line with the
IMF’s target, and sug-
gests that reserve accu-
mulation has not been
driven by buy-sell
swaps but by mopping
up excess liquidity from
the interbank market,”
said Faisal Mamsa, CEO
of Tresmark.

The current trajec-
tory implies a potential
breach of the Rs280 to a
US dollar; however, with
the real effective ex-
change rate at 104.8,
competitiveness already
appears stretched.

In this context, the
central bank should re-
sist a decisive break be-
low Rs280, preferring
stability over signalling
strength, particularly as
import demand gradu-
allyrecovers and longer-
dated external pressures
remain unresolved, he
said.
“For now, the dol-
lar-rupee parity is likely
to remain range-bound,
with two-way movement
increasingly coming into
play.” he added.

Sugar deregulation risks flagged

international experience
shows deregulation
works best when sup-
ported by strong institu-
tions. It recommends the
creation of a national
digital stock monitoring
system to track sugar
production and invento-
ries in real time, allowing
authorities to detect ar-
tificial shortages early
and trigger rule-based
import or export deci-
sions. Without transpar-
ent and verifiable data,
the report warns, power-
ful players could con-
tinue to exploit informa-
tion gaps.

Farmer protection is
another major concern
highlighted in the study.
In past seasons, grow-
ers have complained of
delayed payments run-
ning into billions of ru-
pees, despite official
support prices for sug-
arcane. The report pro-
poses enforceable pay-
ment timelines backed by
escrow accounts or
bank guarantees to en-
sure that farmers are paid
on time in a deregulated
environment. It also
suggests a hybrid cane
pricing model that re-
flects regional produc-
tion costs while linking
part of farmers'returns to
market outcomes, as
seen in countries such as
Brazil and India.
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Supporters' trust criticises Spurs’ ambition

NEWS DESK:The
Tottenham Hotspur
Supporters' Trust ac-
cused the Premier
League club of a lack of
ambition on Friday fol-
lowing a meeting with

fer window and remarks
by manager Thomas
Frank as primary con-
cerns.

Spurs, who have
won only two of their
last 12 Premier League
games, are placed 14th in
the table with 27 points.

The supporters' an-
ger was aggravated af-
ter a few Spurs players
were involved in a
heated exchange with
travelling fans following
a  3-2  loss (o

Bournemouth

Wednesday. The wust’s = .

statement also pointed "There also appears. the club is only partici-  fronting them for exerci In his original post,
to Frank's controversial ~ to be a dramatic fall in  patingin the Champions ing their right Romero said it should
actions, such as his use  ambition for the football League through winning  themselves" and said a "other people coming
of a cup bearing rival club, as evidenced by the Europa League". recent social media post out to speak, but they
Arsenal's ignia, and the transfer window to It also cited Frank's by club captain Cristian don't". He later deleted
recent post-match com-  date and repeated state- post-match comments Romero was an embar- the post.

ments. Aftera scoreless ments by Thomas "lhdl Bournemouth (a rassment. The Argen- Thc trust called on

draw against Brentford, Frank," the statement side withoutawinin 11 tine apologised in his the club leadership to
fans chanted ”bormg. read. The statement said ~ games) are always a dif- post to the fans after the maintain transparency
boring Tottenham", and ~ the situation at the club ficult team' and that he Bournemouth defeat with the fans, starting
Frank was greeted ‘with has reminded " support-  is 'not enjoying the job™ and suggested it should with the mid-season
a chorus of boos when ers that the club finished as troublesome. The not be the players hav- transfer window, to dem-
he went toapplaud trav-  17th in the Premier trust accused the play- ing to front up to the onstrate the seriousness
elling supporters. League last season, that ers of "directly con- supporters. of the club.

Sialkot owner eyes PSL crown, top
players from Pakistan and Australia

NEWS DESK: purchased the Sialkot eamed reportedly, byall
Emphasising that merit ~franchise for a whop- six franchises in 2023.
will be the top priorityin  ping Rs1.85 billion at a The Hyderabad
team selection, the glitzyPSLteamsauction team was bought by
owner of Pakistan Super in Islamabad on Thurs- SKF, a United States-
League’s newly-in- day. Responding to a based franchise, for
ducted Sialkot team query regarding his Rsl.75 billion.
Hamza Majeed on Satur- team’s target in their Interestingly, there
day said that his fran- maiden appearance in is a great difference be-
chise will look to pick the forthcoming PSL 11 tween Sialkot and
top players from Paki- starting in late March, Hyderabad prices and
stan, and then Australia. Hamza sounded cat- that of Quetta Gladia-
“There will be no egorical. “We have tors, which is PSL’s low-
“Parchi’ system in our joined the PSLtowinit, est cost franchise re-
team, the decisions will and we are making a tained by its owner for
be taken on meritand our - comprehensive plan to just Rs360 million.
first priority will be to [achieve] this target.” However, all the
pick the best players Answering a ques- eight franchises will
from the current Pakistan  tion whether he had any have equal share from
team and then to give concerns about making the 95 per cent of the
preference to Australian profit after buying the total income to be re-
players. [Moreover] franchise at an expen- ceived by them from the
Australian coaches have ~ sive price, Hamza said, central pool ofincome at
the best talent, andif we “Put profit and loss the end of the event. The
cannot get any best aside, overall the [PSL] remaining five per cent
coach from Pakistan we auction presenteda posi- will gointo the PCB ac-
will search for the best tive image of Pakistan count. The entire amount
one from Australia,” across international mar-  to be received from the
Hamza, the owner of OZ ket and among the eight franchisees, which
Group, said during his country’s diaspora.”  is estimated to be Rs6.5
first media conference After the addition billion, will also go into
after purchasing the of two new teams PCB’s account.
Sialkot team at the office  Hyderabad and Sialkot On whether his
of the Sports Journalists — the total number of Sialkot team will miss
Association Lahore at participating teams in their home venue —
the National Hockey the PSL has reached Jinnah Stadium — like
Stadium. eight, expanding the Quetta and Peshawar
Hamza, whoowns a  level of profit to manifold ~ Zalmi teams during the
business in Australia, against Rs5 billion PSL games, Hamza said.

Italy go into bat for T20 World Cup debutltaly go into bat
for T20 World Cup debut

NEWS DESK:laly are  the World Cup qualifi-  the S0-over World Cup, mostly to England and - the doctors didnt know
gearing up for their ers, but was dropped by reaching three figures the Netherlands," FCRI what we do," sai
Twenty20 World Cup the Italian Cricket Fed- off 67 balls against West ~ secretary general Luca Madsen, a Derbyshire
debut, hoping a strong eration (FCRI)amid con- Indies in 2003. Bruno Malaspina said. ~ stalwart in English
showing next month will tractual  wrangles. Harry Manenti re- Cricket's return to county cricket since
help the sport break into Wayne Madsen, who called a team meeting the Olympics at the 2028 .

popular culture ina soc-  represented South Affica before the World Cup Los Angeles Games "For us, the legacy
cer-obsessed nation that  in the 2006 Hockey qualifiers, at which each  could clear the way for and the importance of
does not have a natural - World Cup, has taken player explained his the first natural-surface - what we'll be doingat the

cricket pitch. overas skipper. connection to ltaly. cricket pitch to be laidin - World Cup is about

Comprising players Key players in the "By the end of it Italy. growing the game for the
with British, Australian, team include England- there were probably 10 "It's something that next generation of crick-
South Asian and South born batter Emilio Gay, or 15 grown menwitha can help us alot because ~eters."

African ancestry, the Indian-origin all-rounder ~tear in their eye or cry- the Olympic Games are Malaspina said one
team turned heads by Jaspreet Singh and Pa- ing," Manenti told reallyimportantinltaly,” of the biggest tasks the
qualifying for this year's ~kistan-born batter Syed Reuters. Malaspina added. FCRI faced was explain-
tournament in India and  Naqvi. Managing the team Although major Ital-  ing the sport to the Ital-

Sri Lanka. "It's almost like with limited resources ian soccer clubs, includ- ian populace.

Ranked 28th in the we're a franchise team. has been a challenge. ing AC Milan and "We have some
world, Italy overcame People are based all "We only have arti- Genoa, have had cricket s chool-level
the odds by upsetting around the world, but ficial pitches in Italy... teams in the past, the programmes that intro-
Scotland in the Euro- they have the soul and we're the only nation sport has never gained duce children to cricket
pean qualifiers in Julyto  passion of a national participating in the much popularity in the and hold competitions...
become the lowest- team," said coach John World Cup without a country. but players don't have
ranked side to reach the  Davison, a former natural-surface pitch. ”thn I went for enough opportunities to
20-team World Cup. Canada batsman who my physical at the Ital- transition toclub cricket,

"We come from all like they do in football,"
he said.

"I's a bit strange
that we have qualified
for this year's World
Cupin cricket, but we're
yet to qualify in foot-
ball." Italy, fous s
world champions in soc-
cer, did not qualify for
the last two World Cups
and must get through
playoffs to secure a
place at this year's glo-
bal showpiece event.

hey  have
struggled to make an im-
pact in international
rugby union, never go-
ing beyond the pool
stage in 10 World Cup
appearances and finish-

tion to Italy. And I think
you'll see that when we
play at the World Cup ...
you'll see the pride that
We have for ltaly," said
Australia-born Harry
Manenti, whose grand-
father hailed from
Brescia, a city at the foot
ofthe Alps in Lombardy.

Manenti, whose
five-wicket haul was key
in the win over Scotland,
has been playing for
Italy for over two years
along with his brother
Ben. They are sons of
former Australia
women's rugby team
coach John Manenti. ing outside the top three

Former Australia in- = in every Six Nations
ternational Joe Burns once held the record for We have to send the ian Olympic Committee Championship since
captained Italy during the fastest century in teamabroad for training, (CONI) facilities, even 2000.

Zakaria, Eleinen deliver stunning
upsets to set up title clash

NEWS DESK: Egyp- Eleinen had similar strokes upon review, al-
tians Mohamad Zakaria emotions after overcom- lowing Zakaria to take a
and Aly Abouy Eleinen ing ElShorbagy in 31 2-0lead.
upset the applecart, minutes, two days after It was a blow to
rompingtostunning vic- he had downed his Gawad’s hopes and
tories over former world ~ rival’s brother Marwan Zakaria then killed off
champions to set up a ElShorbagy inthe quar- the tie with some im-
title showdown at the ter-finals. maculate line hitting
Karachi Open on Satur- “Mohamed is a leg-  down the backhand wall.
day. end of the game,” said Eleinen weathered
Both advanced to Eleinen. “He’s from Al- an early storm from
their maiden finals at a  exandria, I'm from Alex-  EIShorbagy to take the
old-level tournament andria, so of course I first game before holding
onthe PSASquash Tour grew up watching him off a rally from his op-
with fifth seed Zakaria, the whole time. I’ve ponent when leading 8-
the two-t llmcworldjun- looked up to him so 7 in the second game.
ior champion, delivering  much — Istill look up to The 26-year-old
aquick 11-3,11-9, 11-4  him so much. then killed off
takedown 0f2016 world “What he has done ElShorbagy’s hopes of a
champion and top- for the game will be comeback by racing
seeded compatriot Karim  talked about for years awaytoa 10-3 lead in the
Abdel Gawad while and years. I wanted to third.
Eleinen romped past show him so much re- Seedings stayed
compatriot Mohamed EI ~ spect today by giving it ~true on the women’s side
Shorbagy, the 2017 myeverythingand play- with the top two winning
world champion who ing my absolute best, their semi-finals.
was seeded fourth 114, and I'm glad to get Top seed Amina
11-8, 116, through.” Orfi of Egypt eased past
The 18-year-old Zakaria’s accuracy an under-the-weather
Zakaria had lost all his saw him make a fast start Nada Abbas 11-4, 11-6,
three previous meetings asheracedtoan8-2lead 11-5 while second seed
with Gawad and said he ~ on his way to takingthe Sivasangari
was in “disbelief” after first game. Subramaniam of Malay-
his 52-minute victory The second game  sia was made to work by
over the world number was a tighter affair and her compatriot Aifa
ur. at 9-9, two consecutive Azman before she pre-
“It’s so difficult to no-let and yes-let deci- vailed 11-8, 6-11, 11-9,
play against Karim,” he  sions were upgraded to 12-14, 11-5.
said. |
“He has so many
to shift to. I'm still
it in disbeliefat how
well my plan turned out.
“Tlost to Gawad the
last three times I played
him. T watched back
some of those matches
today and something
clicked. T knew what I
was going to doand 'm
50 happy with how it
turned out.”
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Morocco beat Cameroon to reach AFCON semis

NEWS DESK:Brahim during the competition. coach David Pagou was  weight of expectation, turn the crowd against
Diazkept up his remark- Tonight the way he ran nevertheless proud of but they remain on the home side.
able Africa Cup of Na- and fought send out a his side in defeat. course to achieve their Morocco  were
tions scoring record and message to the rest of "We are satisfied objective sthe first beaten by the
Ismacl Saibari was also the team." with how the boys time Morocco have Cameroonians in the
on target as hosts Mo- The semi-final played. We only started reached the AFCON semi-finals the last time
rocco beat Cameroon 2-  promises to be a stiffer working with the team semi-finals since they they hosted AFCON in
0 in their quarter-final test for Morocco than on December 16, not lost the 2004 final to Tu- 1988, but a repeat out-
showdown on Friday to  that posed by Cameroon, even a month ago, but nisia. come ncvcrrcal]ylookcd
keep their title dreams who were hoping to they gave joy to the The hosts were un-  likely.
alive. spring an upset having people of Cameroon," changed from their 1-0 ‘Cameroon were not
Real Madrid winger already exceeded expec- Pagou sai ast-16 win over Tanza- helped by the carly loss
Diaz got the decisive tations in coming this far Momcco, Africa's nia as they looked to ofright wing-back Jack-
touch to Ayoub El afteratroubled build-up top-ranked team and continue an unbeaten son Tchamadeu, who
Kaabi's 26th-minute to the tournament. World Cup semi-final- record going back to tried to carry on after
header in front of more The Indomitable Li- ists in 2022, are under their defeat by South Af- Noussair Mazraoui
than 64,000 fans at the ons, five-time African enormous pressure to ricaat the 2024 AFCON. landed heavily on his
Prince Moulay Abdellah ~ champions, created little  win the Cup of Nations Fresh from knock- knee before eventually
Stadium in capital Rabat. with Manchester United _in front of their own fans, ing out South Africa in being stretchered off.
Diazss fifth goal in Moments after that,
five matches at the tour- Morocco scored. Achraf
nament was followed by Hakimi sent in a corner
Saibari's strike in the from the right which was
second half, with Mo- headed towards goal by
rocco well worth their El Kaabi at the near post,
victory as they progress and the ball struck Diaz
to a semi-final against in the groin before go-
the winner of Saturday's ingin.
clash between Algeria That calmed a fre-
and Nigeria. netic home support, who
"It i cheered their team off at
the break after seeing
Abde Ezzalzouli and El
Kaabi come close to
adding further goals.
Morocco were on
top, and Cameroon's re-
sponse was to change
formation after the
break, from a back three
toa4-2-3-1, inan attempt
Regragui was also forward Bryan Mbeumo halfa century after their the last round here, to create more danger.
full of praise for Diaz, struggling to make an last continental title. ~ Cameroon were clearly Ezzalzouli headed
adding: "Today he was impact. There have been banking on frustrating justover from a Hakimi
the X-factor of my team. Recently-ap- doubts as to whether Morocco as much as corner, and then a cross
e has been amazing pointed Cameroon they can handle the possibleinanattemptto by the Paris Saint-

their team in the semi-fi-
nals of an AFCON for 22
years, " said coach Walid
egragui.

"They deserve it
but we neéd to keep our
feet on the ground and
make this even morc his-
toric."

Holders Palace suffer blggest ever
FA Cup shock, City hit 10

NEWS DESK: Holders  sible but there is that 1-1 draw. Robin Roefs
Crystal Palace suc- little bit of hope that saved all three of the
cumbed to the biggest anything can happen on Toffees spot-kicks in the
shock in FA Cup history  the day.” shootout to send the
with a2-1 defeat at sixth- Palace boss Oliver Black Cats into round
tier Macclesfield on Sat- - Glasner was furious at  four.
urday as Antoine what he described as a Premier League
Semenyo started his lackof“pride”and“slap- s t ru g g l e r s
Manchester City career  stick” defending by the Wolverhampton Wan-
byscoringina 10-1 rout Eagles, who are now derers are now unbeaten
of Exeter City. winless in nine games.  in four games after
In their last FA Cup “Thave no explana- thrashing Shrewsbury
outing at Wembley in tion for what Thave seen Town 6-1 thanks to a
May, Palace made his- today,” said the Aus- Jorgen Strand Larsen
tory by beating City to trian, who has been hat-trick.
win the club’s first ever linked with the vacant Fulham needed
major trophy. managerial role at three goals in the final
They entered the Manchester United. half hour to beat
record books for the Just a day after se- Middle-sbrough 3-1 at
wrong reasons this time  curing his 65million ($87 Craven Cottage, but
at Moss Rose as captain - million) move from Burnley found Champi-
Paul Dawson and Isaac - Bournemouth, Semenyo onshlp opposition an
Buckley-Ricketts scored was among the scorers T proposition in
cither side of half-time as City put League One lhrdshmgM)]lwdll 51
for the side managed by Exeter to the sword at Brentford cruised to
John Rooney, the theEtihad. a 2-0 win at financially
younger brother of Erling Haaland stricken Sheffield
former England captain  started but was remark- Wednesday ~ while
Wayne Rooney. ably not among the goals  Championship side Le-
The 117 places that  before being withdrawn icester City beat League
separate Premier League  at half-time. Two’s Cheltenham
outfit Palace from Rico Lewis scored Town 2-0.
Macclesfield of the Na- twice, while Max On Friday, second-
tional League North in  Alleyne, Rodri, Rico tier Wrexham knocked
the English football Lewis, Tijjani Reijnders, out Nottingham Forest
pyramid is the most ever Nico O’Riley and Ryan 4-3 on penalties after a
overcome by an under- McAidoo were also on 3-3 draw to reach the
dog in FA Cup history.  target for Cityand Exeter fourth round, eliminat-
“I can’t believe it, netted two own goals.  ing a Premier League
we never thought we Sunderland won an-  side for the first time in
would be in this posi- other of the all Premier 26 years in another chap-
tion,” said Rooney “I League ties on penalties ~ter of their Hollywood
didn’t think it was pos- against Everton afrer a  story.
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Turkiye seeks entry 1nt0 Pak-Saudi defence pact: Bloomberg
|

NEWS DESK:
Turkiye is reportedly
secking to join a stra-
tegic mutual defence
agreement between
Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia, a move that
could reshape regional
security dynamics in
the Middle East and
beyond, according to a
Bloomberg report.
Citing people fa-
miliar with the matter,
Bloomberg said dis-
cussions are at an ad-
vanced stage and that
an agreement is likely.
The defence pact,
signed by Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia in
Riyadh in September
last year, commits both
countries to treat any
aggression against one
as an attack on both.
The report said
Turkiye views the ar-
rangement as a means
to strengthen security
cooperation and deter-
rence at a time when
questions persist over
the reliability of the
United States and US
president  Donald

Trump’s commitment
to Nato, despite
Washington’s strong
military ties with all
three countries. Ac-
cording to Bloomberg,

Turkiye’s strategic in-
terests increasingly
align with those of
Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia across South
Asia, the Middle East

and parts of Africa,
making its inclusion in
the pact a logical ex-
pansion.

Analysts cited in
the report highlighted

nuclear bal-

he

strengths ot the three

countries, with Saudi

Arabia providing fi-

nancial resources,
Pakistan offering

listic missile capacity
and manpower, and
Turkiye contributing
military experience
and a developed de-

fence industry. Nihat
Ali Ozcan, a strategist
at Ankara-based think
tank TEPAV, was
quoted by Bloomberg
as saying that shifting
regional dynamics and
the fallout from ongo-
ing conflicts were
prompting countries to
develop new frame-
works to identify allies
and security partners.

Pakistan’s infor-
mation ministry and
Turkiye’s  defence
ministry declined to
comment on the de-
velopment,  while
Saudi authorities were
not immediately avail-
able for comment,
Bloomberg said. The
report noted that
Turkiye’s potential en-
try into the pact would
underline a new phase
in its relations with
Saudi Arabia, follow-
ing years of strained
ties. The two countries
are now expanding
cooperation in the eco-
nomic and defence
sectors and recently
held their first-ever

naval meeting in An-
kara. Pakistan and
Turkiye already main-
tain close defence ties.
Ankara has been in-
volved in building cor-
vette warships for the
Pakistan Navy and
upgrading Pakistan
Air Force F-16 fighter
jets. Turkiye is also
sharing drone technol-
ogy withboth Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia and
has proposed their par-
ticipation in its Kaan
fifth-generation
fighter jet programme,
according to
Bloomberg. The trilat-
eral defence discus-
sions  follow a
ceasefire between
Pakistan and India that
ended a brief but in-
tense military con-
frontation in May
2025. Bloombergalso
noted ongoing tensions
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan, as well
as mediation efforts
by Turkiye and Qatar
that have so far failed
to yield a break-
through.

Death toll climbs after trash site collapse
buries dozens in Philippines

NEWS DESK: Hard hat-
wearing rescue workers
and backhoes dug
through rubble in search
of survivors on Saturday
in the shadow of a moun-
tain of garbage that bur-
ied dozens of landfill em-
ployees in the central
Philippines, killing at
least four.

About 50 sanitation
workers were buried
when refuse toppled
onto them on Thursday
from what a city council-
lor estimated was a
height of 20 storeys at
the Binaliw Landfill, a
privately operated facil-
ityin Cebu City.

Rescuers were now
facing the danger of fur-
ther collapse as they
navigated the wreckage,
Cebu rescuer Jo Reyes
told AFP on Saturday.

“Operations are on-
going as of the moment.
It is continuous. But
from time to time, the
landfill is moving, and
that will temporarily stop
the operation,” she said.

“We have to stop
for a while for the safety
of our rescuers.”

Information from
the disaster site has
been emerging slowly,
with city employees cit-
ing the lack of signal
from the dumpsite, which
serviced Cebu and other
surrounding communi-
ties.

Joel Garganera, a
Cebu City council mem-
ber, told AFP that as of
10:00am (0200 GMT), the
death toll from the disas-
ter had climbed to four,

with 34 still missing.

“The four casual-
ties were inside the fa-
cility when it happened

.. They have these staff’
houses inside where
most people who were
buried stayed,” he said.

“It’s very difficult
on the part of the rescu-
ers, because there are re-
ally heavy (picces of
steel), and every now
and then, the garbage is
moving because of the
weight from above,”
Garganera said.

“We are hoping
against hope here and
praying for miracles,” he
said when asked about
the timeline for rescue
efforts.

“We cannot just
jump to the retrieval (of
bodies), because there

are a lot of family mem-
.

bers who are within the
property waiting for any
positive result.”
Atleast 12 employ-
ees have so far been
pulledalive from the gar-
bage and hospitalised.

“Every now and
then when it rains, there
are landslides happen-
ing around the city of
Cebu. How much more
dangerous is that for a
landfill or a mountain
that is made of gar-
bage?” Garganera said
inaphone call with AFP.
“The garbage is like
a sponge; they really
absorb water. It doesn’t
take a rocket scientist to
say that eventually, the
incident will happen.”
Garganera  de-
scribed the height from
which the trash fell as
“alarming”, estimating
the top of the pile had
stood 20 storeys above
the area struck.
Drivers had long
complained about the
dangers of navigating
the steep road to the

top, he added.

Photos released by
police on Friday
showed a massive
mound of trash atop a
hill directly behind build-
ings that a city informa-

tion officer had told AFP
also contained adminis-
trative offices.

Garganera noted
that the disaster was
“sad, double whammy”
for the city, as the facil-
ity was the “lone service
provider” for Cebu and
adjacent communities.

The landfill “pro-
cesses 1,000 tons of mu-
nicipal solid waste
daily”, according to the
website of its operator,
Prime Integrated Waste
Solutions.

Calls and emails to
the company have so far
gone unreturned.

Rita Cogay, who op-
erates a compactor at the
site, told AFP on Friday
she had stepped outside
to get a drink of water

just moments before the
bul]dmg she had been in

was crushed.

“I thought a heli-
copter had crashed. But
when [turned, it was the
garbage and the build-
ing coming down,” the
49-year-old said.

Australia, India invited to G7 meeting on

critical mmerals US treasury secretary

NEWS DESK: United
States Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent said
Australia and several
other countries would
join a meeting of finance
‘ministers from the Group
of Seven (G7) advanced
economies_that he is
hosting in Washington
on Monday to discuss
critical minerals.

Bessent said he had
been pressing fora sepa-
rate meeting on the issue
since last summer’s sum-
mit of G7 leaders, and fi-
nance ministers had al-
readyheld a virtual meet-
ing in December.

India was also in-
vited to attend the meet-
ing, Bessent told Reuters
inan interview after tour-
ing the Minneapolis-
area engineering lab of

and boat maker
Winnebago Industries.
He said he was unsure if
it had accepted the invi-
tation.

It was not immedi-
ately clear which other
countries had been in-
vited. The G7 includes
the United States, Brit-
ain, Japan, France, Ger-
many, ltaly and Canada,
as well as the European
Union, most of whom are
heavily dependent on

rare earth supplies from
China. The group last
June agreed on an action

plan to secure their sup-
ply chains and boost
their economie:
Australia signed an
agreement with the US
in October aimed at

countering China’s
dominance in critical
minerals. It included an
$8.5 billion project pipe-
line and leveraged
Australia’s proposed
strategic reserve, which
will supply metals like
rare carths and lithium
that are vulnerable to
disruption.

Canberra has said it
has subsequently re-
ceived interest from Eu-

Tope, Japan, South Ko-
rea and Singapore.
China dominates
the critical minerals sup-
ply chain, refining be-
tween 47 per cent and
87pc of copper, lithium,
cobalt, graphite and rare
earths, according to the
International Energy
Agency. These minerals
are used in defence tech-
nologies, semiconduc-
tors, renewable energy
components, batteries
and refining processes.
hina’s share of
global critical minerals
production, based on
ritish  Geological
Survey’s July 2023 data.
~— Reuters Graphics
Western countries

have sought to reduce
their dependence on
China’s critical minerals
in recent years, given
moves by China to im-
pose strict export con-
trols on rare earths.

Monday’s meeting
comes days after reports.
that China had begun re-
stricting exports to Japa-
nese companies of rare
carths and powerful
magnets containing
them, as well as banning
exports of dual-use items
to the Japanese military.

Bessent said China
was still living up to i
commitments to pur-
chase US soybeans and
ship critical minerals to
US firms.

China urges evacuation of nationals from

Afghamstan—Tajlklstan border reglon

NEWS DESK: The Chi-

is
urgent advisory calling
on Chinese citizens and
companies in the Af-
ghanistan—Tajikistan
border region to evacu-
ate due to deteriorating
security conditions.

In‘a statement is-
sued on Wednesday, the
embassy described the
security situation in the
border region as “com-
plex and severe™. It said
a series of attacks on
Chinese citizens last
November caused sig-
nificant casualties and
warned that further at-
tacks against Chinese
companies and nation-
als could not be ruled
out.

The embassy said
several security ing
dents involving Chi-
nese-run gold mining
companies had recently
occurred in Badakhshan
and Takhar provinces,
resulting in deaths and
injuries and damage to
machmery and equip-
ment

“rhe advisory urged
Chinese citizens and en-
terprises in the affected
areas to closely monitor
h situation,

strengthen security pre-
cautions and evacuate in
an orderly manner.

Italsoadvised Chi-
nese nationals to imme-
diately report any un-
usual activity or emer-
gencies to local authori-
ties and the Chinese
Embassy.

The embassy also
provided emergency
contact numbers for use
ifrequired.

On November 27,
2025, three Chinese
workers in Tajikistan
were killed in an attack
launched from Afghani-
stan near the border, ac-
cording to Tajik authori-

ties.

Muslim-majority
Tajikistan, one of the
poorest former Soviet
republics, has expressed
concern about cross-
border militancy since
the Taliban returned to
power in Afghanistan in

President Emomali
Rahmon, who has been
in power since 1992, has
been openly critical of
the Taliban and has
urged them to respect
the rights of ethnic
Tajiks, who make up
roughly a quarter of
Afghanistan’s popula-
tion. Despite tensions,

Tajikistan has also main-
tamed limited engage-
ment with Afghanistar
including diplomatic
contacts, border trade
and electricity supplies.

In December, Taji
state media reported
that five people were
killed in an armed clash
on the Tajikistan—Af-
ghanistan border, in-
cluding two Tajik border
guards,

As a  result,
Tajikistan sought an
apology from Afghani-
stan, accusing Kabul of
failing to meets its obli-
gations to ensure secu-
ity along the border.

Venezuela says in talks with US to

restore dlplomatlc ties

NEWS DESK: Venezu-
ela said on Friday it had
launched talks with the
United States on restor-
ing diplomatic ties, days
after US forces deposed
Nicolas Maduro as its
president.

It was the latest sign
of cooperation follow-
ing the leftist leader’s
capture and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
claim to be “in charge”
of the South American

country.
Officials said US
diplomats were in

Caracas to discuss re-
opening the country’s
embassy, while in Wash-
ington, Trump met with
oil companies over his
plans  to  access
Venezuela’s huge crude
reserves.

The government of
interim President Delcy
Rodriguez “has decided

statement, condemned
“the serious, criminal, il-
legal and illegitimate at-
tack”™ by the United
States and vowed: “Ven-
ezuela will continue to

Trump said foreign
firms had enjoyed no
meaningful protections
under Maduro, “but now
you have total security.
It’s a Whole different

to initiate an explorator
diplomatic process with
the government of the
United States of
America, aimed at re-es-
tablishing diplomatic
missions in both coun-
tries,” Foreign Minister
Yvan Gil said in a state-
ment.

John McNamara,
the top US diplomat in
neighbouring Colombia,
and other personnel
“travelled to Caracas to
conduct an initial as-
sessment for a potential
phased resumption of
operations,” a US official
said on customary con-
dition of anonymity.

Venezuela said it
would reciprocate by
sending a delegation to
Washington.

Rodriguez, in a

confront this.
through the diplomatic
route.”

Trump said earlier
on Friday that he had
called off a second wave
of attacks on Venezuela
due to the prisoner re
leases. The US pre:
dent had suggested he
might use force again to
get his way in Venezu-
ela, which has the
world’s largest proven
oil reserves. At a White
House meeting on Fri-
day, he pressed top oil
executives to invest in
Venezuela’s reserves,
but was met with a cau-
tious reception — with
ExxonMobil chief execu-
tive Darren Woods dis-
mmmg the country as

“uninvestable” without
sweeping reforms.

." He also
stressed that the compa-
nies would deal only with
Washington, not
Caracas, when exploiting
Venezuela’s oil re-
sources. Trump earlier
said that oil companies
promised to invest $100
billion in Venezuela,
whose oil infrastructure
is creaky after years of
mismanagement and
sanctions.

He had earlier an-
nounced a plan for the
United States to sell be-
tween 30 million and 50
‘million barrels of Venezu-
elan crude, with the
money to be used at his
discretion. He promised
any funds sent to
Caracas would be used
to buy only US-made
products. In the mean-

time, Washington has
maintained maritime
pressure on oil tankers
in the Caribbean, where
it seized a fifth tanker
carrying Venezuelan
crude — oil that would
be sold, Trump said.

State-owned oil
company PDVSA con-
firmed in a statement
that one vessel was re-
turning to Venezuelan
waters, describing it as
the “first successful
joint operation” with
‘Washington.

Anxious relatives
waited outside Venezu-
elan jails for a glimpse
of their loved ones as
the authorities began
releasing political pris-
oners — a move Wash-
ington claimed credit or.

“When I heard the
news, I broke down,”
said Dilsia Caro, 50, wait-
ing for the release of her
husband, Noel Flores,
who was jailed for
criticising Maduro.




