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Islamabad Local
Government

 Act amended,
city polls reset

NEWS DESK:

President Asif Ali Zardari has is-
sued an ordinance amending the
Islamabad Capital Territory Local
Government Act, reshaping the
federal capital’s local government
structure and forcing another re-
set of the city’s delayed munici-
pal election process.

The Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory Local Government (Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 2026, was pro-
mulgated on January 9 and pub-
lished the next day, according to
the gazette notification.

The ordinance replaces the
“Metropolitan Corporation”
model with “Town Corporation”
structures across the law. It re-
quires Islamabad to be divided
into three Town Corporations,
each aligned “as far as practi-
cable” with the territorial limits of
a National Assembly constitu-
ency.

Each Town Corporation will
contain as many union councils
as the federal government noti-
fies, with Union Councils to be
delimited based on population
equality and administrative con-
venience, using the latest official
census.

NA speaker finally
gets the ball rolling

on opposition
leader’s appointment

NEWS DESK:

National Assembly Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq on Monday sought pro-
posals for the nomination of the
opposition leader in the lower
house of Parliament.

The post has been vacant
since August 2025, following the
disqualification of PTI’s Omar
Ayub by the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP). While the op-
position has accused the govern-
ment of delaying the
appo-intment despite them put-
ting forward Mahmood Khan
Achakzai’s name for the role,
Sadiq has maintained that the
delay was because the matter was
sub judice. At the outset of
Monday’s session, Sadiq reiter-
ated his stance that he could not
initiate the nomination process
earlier as the matter was subjudice
and the NA Secretariat had been
made a party in the cases.

He said that as PTI’s Ayub
had withdrawn his petitions in the
Supreme Court and high courts
against his removal, the nomina-
tion process could now be for-
mally initiated.

“This issue had to head to-
wards resolution only then. We
would have done so if we had not
been made a party [to the case],”
Sadiq said. Addressing the op-
position benches, he said propos-
als for nominating the opposition
leader may be submitted in his
chambers by 3pm tomorrow
(Tuesday), as per Rule 39(ii) of
the Rules of Procedures.

Rule 39 confirms it is the sole
prerogative of the speaker to ask
the opposition at any time to sub-
mit a name, after which the oppo-
sition may present it. Sadiq stated
that the nominations should be
accompanied by the signatures
of members of the opposition. The
count will be made at 3pm on Janu-
ary 14 in accordance with Rule
39(iii) of the NA rules, the speaker
announced. The MNA having the
greatest numerical strength after
the signature of the members
shall be declared as the opposi-
tion leader. It is worth noting that
the opposition had submitted the
name of Achakzai — who heads
the opposition alliance Tehreek-
i-Tahafuz-i-Ayin-i-Pakistan
(TTAP) — to the speaker’s office
in October 2025 rather than pre-
senting it to the speaker person-
ally. Speaking in the NA, Sadiq
recalled that he had informed PTI
Chairman Gohar Ali Khan and
opposition chief whip Malik Amir
Dogar that the matter was sub ju-
dice when they had called on him
in November 2025.

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a province long
plagued by nepotism and job-
selling scandals, Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has taken a bold and
welcome stand. He has de-
clared zero tolerance for cor-
ruption, favoritism, and the sale
of government posts — and he
is backing his words with ac-
tion. The announcement of fill-
ing 111 Finance Department
vacancies through a fully
online, paperless, and 100%

merit-based recruitment pro-
cess marks a genuine turning
point for transparent gover-
nance in Balochistan.

For the first time in the
province’s history, candidates
will apply and be tested entirely
online. Qualifications will be
verified instantly, and success-
ful applicants will receive ap-
pointment letters within an
hour. This fast, fair system
eliminates middlemen,
backdoor deals, and bribery —
the very practices that have
robbed deserving young people
of opportunities for decades.

This merit-based recruit-
ment drive in Balochistan is
more than administrative re-
form; it is a lifeline for the
province’s educated youth.

By ensuring government
jobs go to qualified candidates
rather than relatives or those
who can pay, the initiative re-
stores hope and dignity. As
Chief Minister Bugti has prom-
ised, the model will soon ex-
pand to all departments, cre-
ating a culture where talent,
not connections, determines
success.

The broader impact on

Hazara Women Stage Protest in Quetta Over
Prolonged Gas Outages and Heavy Bills

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Women from
Quetta’s Hazara community
staged a protest demonstration
outside the regional office of
the Southern Gas Company on
Monday, blocking Samungli
Road for more than six hours
to protest unannounced and
prolonged gas load-shedding
amid freezing temperatures.

The protesters said gas
supply had remained sus-
pended for extended periods in
their localities without prior
notice, making daily life ex-
tremely difficult during the
harsh winter.

 Holding placards and
chanting slogans, they de-
manded immediate restoration
of uninterrupted gas supply,
particularly during morning
and evening hours when tem-
peratures drop sharply in the
provincial capital.

The women also accused
the gas utility of issuing exces-
sively high bills to low-income

Balochistan’s development and
stability could be profound.
Transparent hiring means bet-
ter-qualified civil servants,
leading to more efficient pub-
lic services, reduced wastage
of funds, and faster implemen-
tation of development projects.
When resources reach the
people instead of corrupt pock-
ets, infrastructure, education,
and health services improve —
laying the foundation for sus-
tained economic growth.

Equally important, fair job
opportunities address a major
source of youth frustration in

households despite irregular
supply. They said many fami-
lies in their areas survive on

daily wages and are unable to
pay inflated bills, calling the
practice unjust and exploit-

ative. “There is no gas, yet we
are receiving heavy bills. How
are poor people supposed to

pay?” one protester asked.
The demonstration caused

significant traffic congestion on
Samungli  Road and adjoining
areas, prompting authorities to
hold talks with the protesters
to ease the situation.

Officials of the Southern
Gas Company later arrived at
the protest site and held nego-
tiations with representatives of
the Hazara community. Ac-
cording to the protesters, the
officials assured them that gas
supply in their areas would be
restored and maintained with-
out interruption.

They also pledged that
consumer bills would be scru-
tinized and complaints regard-
ing overbilling would be ad-
dressed.

Similar complaints of gas
shortages and inflated bills
have been reported from vari-
ous parts of Quetta in recent
weeks, as residents across the
city struggle to cope with
freezing temperatures and pro-
longed outages during the peak
winter season.

the province. Giving young
Baloch the chance to serve
their homeland on merit can
reduce alienation and contrib-
ute to lasting peace.

Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti’s focus on merit, tech-
nology-driven transparency,
and accountability offers real
hope. If these anti-corruption
reforms in Balochistan are
implemented with consistency,
they can transform gover-
nance, unlock the potential of
the province’s youth, and set a
powerful example for the rest
of Pakistan.
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How Long Will Quetta Pay the Price
for SSGC and Federal Negligence?

Illegal Israeli Attack on Gaza Hospital Sparks
Outcry over Violation of Human Rights

By Samiullah:
In recent years, the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict
has witnessed numer-
ous escalations, result-
ing in the tragic loss of
countless lives and ex-
tensive damage to in-
frastructure. Among
the most shocking in-
cidents in this ongoing
conflict is the illegal
Israeli attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza, which
has sparked interna-
tional outrage and un-
derscores the pressing
need for international
intervention to protect
the most vulnerable
individuals caught in
the crossfire.

dren, the wounded,
and the elderly, were
directly affected by
this grave violation of
international law.
Lives were lost, and
the injured faced dire
circumstances with
limited access to
medical care. More-

over, such actions fur-
ther fuel the cycle of
violence in the region,
making it increasingly
difficult to achieve a
peaceful resolution to
the conflict.

The United Na-
tions and powerful na-
tions must step up and
play a pivotal role in
addressing the Israel-
Palestine conflict. The
concept that “the en-
emy of my enemy is
my friend” has been a
longstanding principle

in international rela-
tions. In this context, it
should translate into a
resolute commitment
to safeguard the rights
and safety of the most
vulnerable. Powerful
nations should exert
diplomatic pressure on
the conflicting parties

in his timeless work
“History of the
Peloponnesian War,”
underscored the im-
portance of rules in
times of war and
peace. He argued that
upholding these rules
is not a sign of weak-
ness but an essential

element of the interna-
tional order. The at-
tack on a hospital in
Gaza stands as a bla-
tant violation of these
principles and under-
scores the necessity of
enforcing them.

To Sum Up:
The illegal Israeli

attack on a hospital in
Gaza serves as a stark
reminder of the tragic
consequences that the
Israel-Palestine con-
flict continues to im-
pose on innocent lives.
It is imperative for the
international commu-
nity to unite in its ef-
forts to promote peace,
protect the most vul-
nerable,  and ensure
the principles of war
and peace are upheld.

As Thucydides
noted, these principles
are not a sign of weak-
ness but the corner-
stone of a just and hu-
mane world order.

It is high time for
the United Nations and
powerful nations to
take proactive mea-
sures to end the suf-
fering and work to-
wards a lasting solu-
tion in the region.

About the
Author:

The author, Mr.
Samiullah, holds an
M.Sc. in International
Relations from Quaid-
i-Azam University in
Islamabad and is also
a law graduate. He
currently serves as the
Public  Relations Of-
ficer for the Ministry
of Information and
Public Relations in
Balochistan. His
unique perspective on
international relations
and conflict resolution
adds depth and author-
ity to this article.

Hereditary Politics vs. Self-Made Leaders: Why
Privilege Fails the People

Qaseem Shah:
Politics in Pakistan has
long been dominated
by dynastic families,
where power is inher-
ited rather than
earned. While such
politicians often claim
experience and conti-
nuity, their record ex-
poses a harsh truth:
hereditary leadership
breeds entitlement, de-
tachment, and com-
promise, leaving ordi-
nary citizens’ struggles
ignored. Born into
privilege, raised in opu-
lent homes, and edu-
cated in elite institu-
tions, dynastic leaders
are often insulated
from the harsh realities
of poverty, unemploy-
ment, and social injus-
tice. For them, bunga-
lows, luxury cars,
armed convoys, and
protocol perks are not
luxuries but assumed
necessities. Over
time, these comforts
transform into entitle-
ment, making public
service a secondary
concern.

Worse, dynastic
politicians are bound
by political debts, fam-
ily obligations, and elite
alliances, which forces
them to compromise
on issues critical to na-
tional interest. Chal-
lenging corruption,
confronting anti-politi-
cal elements, or ad-
dressing systemic in-
equality often takes a
backseat to protecting
their personal and fam-
ily power. This creates
a leadership class that
is cautious, compro-
mised, and frequently
unwilling to act deci-
sively for the public
good.

In contrast, self-
made leaders emerge
from struggle, not in-
heritance, often from

challenge entrenched
interests, fight corrup-
tion, and prioritize pub-
lic service over per-
sonal gain.

History provides
numerous examples of
such leaders. Globally,
Nelson Mandela, im-
prisoned for decades
under apartheid, led
South Africa to justice
and reconciliation.
Lula da Silva, a former
factory worker, be-
came Brazil’s presi-
dent and implemented
programs that lifted
millions out of poverty.

humble or poor back-
grounds. They are in-
timately familiar with
the hardships of ordi-
nary citizens, and their
leadership is grounded
in empathy, account-
ability, and courage.
Free from the con-
straints of dynastic ob-
ligations, self-made
politicians are able to

Abraham Lincoln,
born into poverty, pre-
served the United
States during its grav-
est crisis and abolished
slavery—proving that
real leadership grows
from struggle, not com-
fort.

Pakistan’s political
landscape has its share
of self-made leaders

who contrasted
sharply with dynastic
elites. Abdul Ghaffar
Khan (Bacha Khan),
born into modest
means, dedicated his
life to nonviolence,
education, and the
rights of the Pashtuns.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
though from a rela-
tively well-off family,
rose through political
activism and mass
mobilization rather
than relying solely on
inheritance, leaving a
profound imprint on
Pakistan’s political cul-

ture. More recently,
Imran Khan, initially a
cricket superstar, built
a political movement
emphasizing account-
ability and reform,
rooted in public en-
gagement rather than
family power. These
leaders exemplify that
real leadership is
earned, not inherited,

and it demands cour-
age, integrity, and con-
nection with the
people.

Dynastic politics,
in contrast, remains a
structural barrier to
progress in Pakistan.
Leaders born into
privilege often see
public service as an
entitlement rather than
a responsibility. Their
compromised inde-
pendence, obsession
with status and perks,
and reluctance to con-
front entrenched in-
terests make them ill-

equipped to address
pressing social and
economic challenges.
As long as politics is
dominated by inherited
privilege, the needs of
the poor and
marginalized remain
sidelined, and reforms
remain superficial.

In the end, self-
made leaders rooted

Editorial:
Quetta is once again at
the mercy of a winter cri-
sis that has become all
too familiar: low gas
pressure, unannounced
load shedding, and com-
plete administrative si-
lence. Every year, citi-
zens are told to “bear
with the situation” as
temperatures fall and
heaters, stoves,  and
geysers turn useless.
Yet the authorities re-
sponsible — Sui South-
ern Gas Company
(SSGC) and the federal
energy managers —
continue to operate with-
out accountability.

A City Freezing
While Authorities Look
Away

The people of
Balochistan are right to
ask: Why must Quetta
suffer the same crisis
every winter while no
structural reform is intro-
duced? Why are con-
sumers forced to pay
heavy bills for a service
that barely exists? And
why do officials in
Karachi and Islamabad
continue to treat
Balochistan’s gas issues
as a seasonal inconve-
nience rather than a gov-
ernance failure?

D e s p i t e
Balochistan being an
energy-producing re-

gion, i ts residents
struggle every winter
for the very resource ex-
tracted from their own
soil. This contradiction
reflects a deep-rooted
policy imbalance in the
federation,  where
Balochistan remains last
on the priority list — not
because of a shortage of
resources, but because
of a shortage of politi-
cal will.

SSGC’s Repeated
Excuses and Decades of
Mismanagement

The SSGC’s perfor-
mance adds another
layer of frustration.
Each year, the company
offers the same explana-
tions — “excessive de-
mand,” “pipeline pres-
sure issues,” “technical
challenges.” Yet no one
explains why these
problems remain unre-
solved despite decades
of complaints.  Why
have there been no sig-
nificant infrastructure
upgrades? Why has the
company failed to intro-
duce a clear winter man-
agement plan for
Quetta? Why is commu-
nication with consum-
ers absent? The unan-
nounced nature of the
load shedding exposes
a complete disregard for
public convenience.
When outages are not

The Inhuman
Act:

Targeting
Hospitals:

The Impact
of the

Attack:

International
Responsibility:

to adhere to the rules
of war and peace.

War, even when
waged between states
with longstanding con-
flicts, is subject to rules
and conventions. The
fundamental principle
of international hu-
manitarian law is to
protect civilians, in-
cluding the wounded,
children, and the eld-
erly. Hospitals are
meant to be sanctuar-
ies in times of conflict,
places where the in-
jured can receive
medical care without
fear of attack. Yet, the
attack on a hospital in
Gaza flagrantly vio-
lated these principles
and sent shockwaves
through the interna-
tional community.

The repercussions
of the attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza were
catastrophic. Innocent
civilians, including chil-

Thucydides’
Insights:

Rules of War
and Peace:
The ancient Greek

historian Thucydides,

in struggle, empathy,
and public service are
the only hope for
meaningful change.
True leadership re-
quires more than a
family name; it re-
quires vision, courage,
and the willingness to
put the people above
privilege, comfort, and
personal gain. For Pa-
kistan, the challenge is
clear: move away
from dynastic entitle-
ment and empower
leaders who have
earned the right to
lead.

scheduled or an-
nounced, families cannot
plan meals, heating, or
even basic daily rou-
tines. Hospitals and clin-
ics struggle to maintain
warm environments for
patients. Small busi-
nesses suffer. And in a
city where temperatures
can drop below freezing,
such negligence is not
just inconvenient — it is
dangerous.

F e d e r a l
Government’s Weak
Oversight and
Balochistan’s Low Prior-
ity

The federal govern-
ment cannot escape re-
sponsibility either. En-
ergy management is a na-
tional issue, and the pat-
tern of winter misman-
agement in Balochistan
reflects weak oversight,
poor planning, and an
unfair allocation of re-
sources. The silence of
policymakers during
these crises sends a
clear message: Quetta’s
suffering is not a prior-
ity.

What Quetta needs
is not another round of
hollow statements. It
needs a transparent win-
ter gas plan, proper in-
frastructure investment,
honest communication
with the public, and real
accountability for SSGC.
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President Zardari to visit Bahrain
from Jan 13-16

NEWS DESK:President
Asif Ali Zardari will em-
bark on an official visit
to Bahrain from January
13 to 16, accompanied
by a high-level delega-
tion.

According to the
Foreign Office post on
X, the president is
scheduled to hold talks
with King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa and Crown
Prince and Prime Minis-
ter Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa. The meetings
will focus on strength-
ening bilateral relations,
as well as discussing re-
gional and international
issues of mutual inter-
est.

The visit aims to
deepen Pakistan’s
longstanding partner-
ship with Bahrain and
explore new avenues of
cooperation in trade and
economic engagement,
defence and security,
and people-to-people
exchanges, says the FO.

Pakistan–Bahrain
economic t ies have
gained momentum in re-
cent months. On Novem-
ber 26, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and

Bahrain’s King Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa
agreed to increase bilat-
eral trade to one billion
US dollars within three
years—one of the most
ambitious economic tar-
gets set between the two
countries to date.

The commitment
was made during talks at
Qasr Al-Qudaibiya in
Manama, where both

leaders placed economic
cooperation at the cen-
tre of their discussions.
Bilateral trade currently
exceeds 550 million US
dollars, with both sides
expressing confidence
that growth could be ac-
celerated through the
near-finalisation of the
Pakistan–GCC Free
Trade Agreement and
recent visa relaxations

to improve business mo-
bility.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also in-
vited Bahraini investors
to explore opportunities
in food security, informa-
tion technology, con-
struction, mining and
minerals, renewable en-
ergy, healthcare, and
tourism.

The two leaders re-

Rs300m call centre extortion case
debated in Senate Information

Technology IT committee

Pakistan watches Iran unrest warily, fears
spillover from any instability

N E W S D E S K :
Islamabad is closely
following the situation
in Iran and does not
want an upheaval in
the neighbouring coun-
try, as any major insta-
bility across the border
would have far-reach-
ing implications for
Pakistan's security,
economy and regional
standing.

Islamabad under-
stands that a section of
the Iranian population
is protesting against
inflation, unemploy-
ment and the rising
cost of living but there
is also a clear concern
within Pakistan's se-
curity and diplomatic
circles that Iranian
dissidents based
abroad are actively
trying to amplify the
unrest and push it in a
particular political di-
rection.

"Pakistan is very
cautious. This is Iran's
internal matter. We,
nevertheless, are
closely following the
situation," a govern-
ment official said, add-
ing that the Pakistan
government has no in-
terest in seeing chaos
in neighbouring Iran.

"Any prolonged
instability there will
spill over into the re-
gion, and Pakistan
would be among the
first countries to feel
the impact," the offi-
cial said while re-
questing not to be
named given the sen-
sitivity of the issue.

Reflecting these
concerns, Pakistan
has issued a travel ad-
visory for Iran and ac-

Motorways now open for traffic,
say police following partial closure

due to dense fog conditions

Six policemen, one civilian martyred in
K-P IED blast as violence intensifies

NEWS DESK:At least
six police officers, in-
cluding an additional
station house officer,
and a civilian were
martyred on Monday
when a police armoured
personnel carrier was hit
by an improvised explo-
sive device while travel-
ling from Gomal to Tank
in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, officials
said.

The martyred in-
clude Station House Of-
ficer (SHO) Ishaq
Marwat, Constable Sher
Aslam, driver Abdul
Majeed, and constables
Arshad Ali, Hazrat Ali,
and Ehsan Ullah. Police
said one civilian passer-
by was also killed in the
attack. The identity of
the civilian victim has
not yet been estab-
lished.

In a separate attack
the same day, an IED tar-
geted a police vehicle
near Darah Tang in the
jurisdiction of Saddar
Police Station in Lakki
Marwat. Three police
personnel,  including
SHO Razaq Khan, were
injured in the blast, po-
lice said.

The device had
been planted near the
Darah Tang bridge. At
the time of the incident,
the District Police Of-
ficer of Lakki Marwat

was on a routine patrol
of police posts and was
expected to pass
through the same route.
A day earlier, unknown
armed assailants had
abducted a lawyer from
the same location, ac-
cording to officials.

K-P Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Zulfiqar
Hameed said the cow-
ardly terrorist attacks in
Tank and Lakki Marwat
would not shake the re-
solve of the police force.

He said the
martyred officers and
personnel laid down
their lives in the line of
duty and that the entire
force was proud of their
sacrifice. “The morale of
the police is high, and
the Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa police will

confront terrorism with
even greater determina-
tion and courage,” the
IGP said.

He said the sacri-
fices of the martyrs
would not go in vain and
assured that the families
of the slain personnel
would receive full sup-
port and all possible as-
sistance.

The police chief
said investigations had
been accelerated and
those involved in the at-
tacks would be brought
to justice soon.In an-
other incident,  local
sources said a police of-
ficer identified as Ismat,
a resident of Sydowali,
and his cousin were shot
dead by unidentified
gunmen in the Kachi
Kathgarh area.

Opposition leader’s appointment awaited as
National Assembly session summoned

N E W S D E S K :
Presi-dent Asif Ali
Zardari has sum-
moned the National
Assembly session on
Monday (today), set-
ting the stage to initiate
the process of appoint-
ing the leader of the
opposition.

The opposition
leader issue is ex-
pected to resurface
after PTI’s Omar
Ayub withdrew his pe-
titions in the Supreme
Court and high courts
against his removal.

Before the petition
was withdrawn,
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq
said he couldn’t begin
the appointment pro-
cess as the issue was
sub judice.

With the summon-
ing of the assembly,
Speaker Sadiq is ex-
pected to ask the op-

position to follow the
process for appointing
a new leader.

The opposition has
repe-atedly accused
the government of de-
laying the
appo-intment process

and nominated
Pasht-unkhwa Milli
Awami Party
(PkMAP) chief
Mehmood Achakzai
as the opposition
leader. Rule 39 of the
“Rules of Procedure

tivated contingency
planning to assist its
nationals if the situa-
tion deteriorates fur-
ther. The advisory
came amid reports of
violence in several Ira-
nian cities, temporary
internet shutdowns
and heightened secu-
rity deployments.

Pakistan's Am-
bassador to Iran,
Mudassir Tipu, urged
the Pakistani nationals
to strictly follow immi-
gration and travel re-
quirements.

"All Pakistani na-
tionals traveling to Pa-
kistan from Iran must
ensure that either they
have a valid visa or
exit stamp (Kharooj)
on their passports," he
said.

"The students
may ensure that they
have clearance certifi-
cates from their uni-
versities. Otherwise,
Iranian immigration

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s
Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Information
Technology has re-
viewed allegations of
embezzlement linked to
money collected from il-
legal call centres during
a meeting chaired by
Senator Palwasha Khan.

Officials told the
committee the case re-
lates to the National
Cyber Crime Investiga-
tion Agency (NCCIA)
and concerns an alleged
monthly amount of Rs15
million taken from illegal
call centres.

Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) rep-
resentatives said the
matter is being handled
as an Anti-Corruption
Wing case.

They stated that a
first information report
had been registered
against 13 suspects and
described the allega-

tions as extortion related
to illegal call centre ac-
tivity.

The total amount
under allegation is
Rs300 million.

Officials said Rs1.5
million had so far been
recovered from a sub-in-
spector.

They added that
three people were unac-
counted for, five sus-
pects were on bail, and
three were in custody.

FIA officials said
the inquiry could widen
to include personnel
from other departments
if further evidence
emerges.  Senator
Pervaiz Rashid said the
issue of illegal call cen-
tres had been reported
for years, referring to
past comments by
former interior minister
Rehman Malik, who had
said such operations
were sometimes run from

vehicles and could in-
volve government offi-
cials.

Senator Rashid
asked how authorities
could identify such net-
works before crimes are
committed, and whether
similar call centres oper-
ate in the United States
and the United King-
dom.

He said complaints
about call centres based
in Pakistan were being
raised internationally.

FederalInvestigation
Agency (FIA) officials
told the committee that
the case is being viewed
as a federal anti-corrup-
tion matter and that the
NCCIA is a separate en-
tity from the FIA. The IT
ministry secretary told
the committee that call
centres are not illegal if
registered, but those in-
volved in unlawful activ-
ity are treated as illegal.

viewed defence and se-
curity cooperation and
agreed to expand col-
laboration in areas
including training,
cybersecurity, defence
production, information-
sharing, and enhanced
port-to-port connectiv-
ity between Karachi and
Gwadar and Bahrain’s
Khalifa bin Salman Port
to facilitate trade.

NEWS DESK:The
motorway police have
said that all motorways
under its jurisdiction
have been opened for
traffic, after dense fog
conditions prompted
partial closure of several
motorways early on
Monday.

In a post on X, the
National Highways and
Motorway Police
(NHMP) said, “All
motorways falling under
the jurisdiction of the
NHMP have been
opened for traffic upon
i m p r o v e d
visibility”.Earlier, due to
dense and persistent fog
conditions,  the
motorway police had
partially closed various
key motorways, includ-
ing sections of the M-2,
M-3, M-4, M-5, and M-
11.

At 10:25am on
Monday, NHMP said on
its X account that the
M-2 motorway had been
closed from Thokar Niaz
Baig to Sial Mor, the M-
3 motorway remained
closed from Faisal Pur to
Darakhana, and the M-4

motorway is closed from
Shershah to Pindi
Bhattian.

While the M-5
motorway is closed from
Shershah to Zaheer Peer,
and the M-11 motorway
is closed from Lahore to
Sambrial.Earlier, the
NHMP said that
Motorway M-5 was
closed from Rohri to
Rahim Yar Khan, but it
had now been opened
due to “improved vis-
ibility”.

According to the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department’s fog fore-
cast, the M-2 (Pindi

Bhattian-Lahore), M-3
(Lahore - Abdul Hakim),
M-11 (Sialkot - Lahore),
M-4 (Pindi Bhattian -
Faisalabad), and M-5
(Multan - Sukkur) were
expected to remain in
“dense“ fog situation till
11am.

Last week, three
people were killed, and
34 others were injured in
fog-related accidents in
various parts of Punjab.

On January 7, dense
fog paralysed road traf-
fic across large parts of
Punjab, prompting au-
thorities to close several
key motorways.

authorities will not al-
low them to travel till
they complete requi-
site procedures," the
ambassador said in a
statement.

He also cautioned
that those travelling by
road to reach the bor-
der points well before
closure times and co-
ordinate their onward
travel inside Pakistan
in advance. "We are
always available for
any assistance," the
ambassador assured.

The Foreign Of-
fice said: "In view of
the ongoing situation,
the Foreign Ministry of
Pakistan has issued a
Travel Advisory on
Iran. Our nationals are
kindly requested to
adhere to the Advi-
sory. We will be very
grateful for your coop-
eration & understand-
ing & will do our best
to assist you."

The unrest in Iran

has drawn sharp reac-
tions from Washington
and Tel Aviv, with both
the United States and
Israel openly backing
calls for political
change.

US President
Donald Trump has
gone a step further,
threatening military
action if Iranian secu-
rity forces kill protest-
ers.

His remarks were
met with a strong re-
sponse from Tehran,
with Iranian parlia-
ment speaker
Mohammad Baqer
Qalibaf warning that
any attack on Iran
would trigger strikes
against Israel and US
military installations in
the region.

Despite the
heated rhetoric, ana-
lysts caution against
drawing premature
conclusions about re-
gime change.

"I have seen four
protest movements in
Iran in the last three
decades and there is
no sign yet that the
current protests could
lead to regime
change," Muhammad
Hussain Bakari, an
Iran-based interna-
tional affairs expert,
told The Express Tri-
bune.

Bakari said the
majority of demonstra-
tors were peaceful
citizens expressing
genuine economic
grievances.

"But around 10 to
15% are armed and
apparently backed by
external players who
are attacking state in-
stitutions," he added,
arguing that this fac-
tor has complicated
the situation and hard-
ened the state's re-
sponse.

For Pakistan, the
stakes are high. Any
prolonged instability in
Iran could disrupt
cross-border trade,
fuel smuggling net-
works, complicate
border management in
Balochistan and add to
refugee pressures, ac-
cording to analysts.

A wider regional
escalation involving
the US or Israel could
also place  Pakistan in
a difficult   diplomatic
position, given its ties
with Iran, Gulf coun-
tries and China.
Officials say
Islamabad's  priority
remains stability next
door. "Pakistan has no
desire  to  see  Iran
weakened or frac-
tured," a diplomat said.

and Conduct of Busi-
ness in the National
Assembly 2007” con-
firms it is the sole pre-
rogative of the
speaker to ask the op-
position at any time to
submit a name, after

which the opposition
may present it.

However, the op-
position has already
submitted the name of
Achakzai to the
speaker ’s office
rather than presenting
it to the speaker per-
sonally.

The rule also
states the speaker
must verify the signa-
tures of all opposition
members voting in
favour of the
candidate.Rule 39,
titled “Decla-ration of
Leader of the Oppo-
sition,” states that af-
ter each general elec-
tion — and at any time
thereafter — the Na-
tional Assembly
speaker must declare
the opposition leader
as soon as possible
following the election
of the prime minister.
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Flour prices surge nationwide, adding to inflation woes

Pakistan on path of economic stability,
development: Amir Muqam

Abbasi reaffirms zero-tolerance policy
against theft and sabotage

Thick fog blankets
national highways,
shutting motorways

across country

Federal Constitutional
Court of Pakistan

formally inaugurated

Dining on the water: Lahore’s first canal
ship restaurant opens in Jallo

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
sharp rise in flour prices
across the country has
intensified the hard-
ships of citizens already
struggling with high in-
flation.  According to of-
ficial  documents re-

leased by the Federal
Bureau of Statistics, the
price of a 20-kilogram
bag of flour has re-
corded  significant in-
creases in various cities
over the past week.

The data shows

that flour prices have
risen by up to Rs 590 in
some cities within just
one week. Islamabad
witnessed the highest

overall price, with a
20-kilogram bag of flour
now costing Rs 2,893.  In

Sargodha, the price
surged by Rs 590, while
Multan saw an increase
of Rs 226.66. Prices rose
by Rs 200 in Khuzdar, Rs
163.33 in  Bahawalpur
and Rs 140 in Quetta
during the same period.

Other major cities have
also been affected. The
price of a 20-kilogram
bag of flour increased
by Rs 134 in Gujranwala
and by Rs 120 in both
Islamabad and
Rawalpindi.  Karachi,

Peshawar, Sukkur and
Larkana recorded in-
creases of Rs 100, while
prices went up by Rs 80
in Hyderabad and
Sialkot. Bannu saw a rise
of Rs 50, whereas Lahore
experienced a relatively

smaller increase of Rs
40. Following these
hikes, the current price
of a 20-kilogram bag of
flour has reached Rs
2,866 in Rawalpindi, Rs
2,850 in Peshawar, Rs
2,800 in Bannu, Rs 2,660

LAHOTRE (INP): A
unique recreational
project aimed at food-
loving Lahoreites has
officially begun, with
the launch of a canal
ship restaurant at Jallo,
offering dining and en-
tertainment right on
the water.

C o n s t r u c t i o n
work on the canal ship
restaurant has for-
mally started at Jallo
Mor, where heavy
machinery has already
reached the site.

To facilitate the
project, canal water
has been temporarily
shut off, allowing ex-
cavation and structural

work to proceed
smoothly.

Officials say the
initiative is designed to
transform the canal
area into a modern
recreational hub.

For the construc-
tion of the floating ship
restaurant, the canal
depth is being in-
creased to 13 feet,
while the width is be-
ing expanded to 30
feet. These changes
are necessary to
safely accommodate
the ship and related
facilities.

After construc-
tion, the entire stretch
of the canal will be il-

luminated with mod-
ern lighting models to
enhance its nighttime
appeal.

S u r r o u n d i n g
greenbelts will be con-
verted into dedicated
picnic areas for fami-
lies and visitors.

In addition to din-
ing on the water, citi-
zens will be able to
enjoy a range of rec-
reational activities.
Plans include live cul-
tural

p e r formances ,
evening music, and
other entertainment
both inside the ship
restaurant and in the
surrounding areas.

Senate ITcommittee
briefed on NADRA data

leak, irregularities in
family records

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The National Database
and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) and
interior ministry officials
briefed Senate Standing
Committee on Informa-
tion Technology about
data leak, anomalies in
Pakistani family trees.

The meeting of the
Senate body was held at
the Parliament House,
where the Deputy Com-
missioner of Islamabad
briefed members on the
ongoing household sur-
vey via the Household
App.

The Deputy Com-
missioner stated that
fewer citizens are now
providing data through
self-enumeration.

The “Door-to-
Door” survey app will be
launched soon. Officials
from the Ministry of In-
terior highlighted that
NADRA’s data is now
more secure compared to

a year ago, and the new
NADRA chairman has
added enhanced fea-
tures.

Authorit ies re-
vealed that previously,
foreign nationals were
included in Pakistani
family trees, but after
thorough scrutiny, up to
80% of such entries
have been removed. For-
eign nationals are now
being removed from the
database in Pakistan as
well .  Officials
emphasised the impor-
tance of knowing who
resides in Islamabad.

The data collected
through self-enumera-
tion is critical, as previ-
ously Pakistani citizens’
information was report-
edly being sold on the
dark web. Senator
Afnanullah noted that
past investigations into
data leaks had resulted
in 15 NADRA officers
being dismissed.

RAWALPINDI, Jan
12 (INP):  Federal
Minister for Railways
Muhammad Hanif
Abbasi on Monday
reaffirmed that a strict
zero-tolerance policy
is being enforced
against individuals in-
volved in the theft and
sabotage of railway
property.

The minister
lauded the timely ac-
tion of SHO Railway
Police Landhi
Muhammad Habib
Zafar and his team for
successfully thwarting
an attempt to steal
valuable railway
tracks in Karachi, said
a news release.

He said such

criminal activities
cause heavy losses to
the national exchequer
and damage critical
public infrastructure.

In line with the
government’s zero-tol-
erance policy against
theft and damage to
national assets, the
Railway Police con-
ducted a major opera-
tion in Karachi, recov-
ering railway material
worth millions of ru-
pees and arresting four
suspects.

According to de-
tails, the Railway Po-
lice Karachi Division
carried out a success-
ful raid within the ju-
risdiction of Railway
Police Station Landhi,

near Murtaaza
Chowrangi and along
the Malir River.

During the opera-
tion, a gang involved
in stealing railway
tracks and other
equipment was caught
red-handed while cut-
ting railway lines us-
ing gas cutters.

Initial investiga-
tions revealed that the
recovered railway
material was worth
millions of rupees and
that the criminal activ-
ity had already caused
significant financial
losses.

The timely inter-
vention by the Rail-
way Police prevented
further damage to vi-

in Quetta and Rs 2,600 in
Karachi. The latest surge
in flour prices has further
burdened households
already grappling with
rising living costs, deep-
ening public concern
over inflation.

tal railway infrastruc-
ture.

A case has been
registered against the
arrested suspects at
Railway Police Station
Landhi, while raids are
ongoing to apprehend
other members of the
gang involved in rail-
way theft.

The operation was
conducted under the
leadership of SHO
Railway Police Landhi
Muhammad Habib
Zafar. The minister
also directed the Rail-
way Police to further
intensify effective op-
erations against such
criminal elements to
ensure the protection
of national assets.

PESHAWAR, Jan 11
(INP):  Thick fog contin-
ues to blanket most
parts of Punjab, Sindh,
Balochistan,  and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) provinces, prompt-
ing the closure of sev-
eral motorway sections
as a precautionary mea-
sure to ensure public
safety. According to de-
tails, the dense fog se-
verely affected the rou-
tine life of citizens.
Motorway M-1 was
closed from Peshawar to
Rakshai,   M-2 from
Thokar Niaz Baig to
Chakri, M-3 from Faizpur
to Darkhana, M-4 from
Pindi Bhattian to Sher
Shah, M-5 from Sher
Shah to  Sukkur, M-11
from Lahore to Sambrial,
and M-14 from Injara to
Esa Khel were closed for
all kinds of traffic. Thick
fog also gripped adja-
cent areas on the Na-
tional Highway which
include Lahore, Pattoki,
Okara, Sahiwal, and
Iqbal Nagar, Mian
Channu, Khanewal,
Multan, Basti Malook,
Lodhran,  and
Bahawalpur, Ahmadpur
Sharqia,  Taranda

Mohammad Pannah,
Iqbalabad, Rahim Yar
Khan, and Sadiqabad.

Visibility was also
reduced from 10 to 30
meters from Sehwan to
Larkana. Spokesperson
for the Motorway Po-
lice, Central Region,
Syed Imran Ahmed, said
the decision to close the
motorways was taken to
protect  the lives and
property of the public.
He warned that lane vio-
lations during foggy
conditions could lead to
serious accidents.  The
Motorway Police ad-
vised road users to
strictly follow lane dis-
cipline and avoid unnec-
essary travel during fog.
Citizens were urged to
prefer traveling during
daylight hours, noting
that safer travel times in
fog are between 10:00 am
and 6:00 pm. Drivers
were instructed to use
fog lights mandatorily,
avoid overspeeding,
and maintain a safe dis-
tance from the vehicle
ahead. Motorists requir-
ing guidance or assis-
tance were advised to
contact the Motorway
Police helpline at 130.

Motorway sections
closed as fog descends
on Punjab, KP, Sindh

LAHORE (INP):
Heavy fog in plain ar-
eas of Punjab, Sindh
and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on night
between Sunday and
Monday forced clo-
sure of several
motorway sections af-
ter visibility dropped.

According to the
Motorway Police
s p o k e s p e r s o n ,
Motorway M1 from
Peshawar to Burhan,
Motorway M2 from
Thokar Niaz Baig to
Chakri, Motorway
M3 from Faizpur to
Darkhana,

 Motorway M4
from Shershah to
Pindi Bhattian,
Motorway M5 from
Rohri to Shershah and
Motorway

M11 from Lahore
to Sambrial have been
closed for all kind of
traffic.

Motorway Police
spokesperson said the
closures were neces-
sary to protect lives
and property amid
hazardous weather
conditions.

Authorities have

warned that lane vio-
lations during fog can
lead to serious acci-
dents, urging drivers to
strictly follow lane dis-
cipline. Motorists have
been advised to use
fog lights, reduce
speed, and maintain a
safe distance from ve-
hicles ahead.

Citizens planning
to travel have been in-
structed to prefer day-
time journeys. The
Motorway Police has
defined safe travel
timings between
10:00am and 6:00pm,
when visibility is rela-
tively better.

The police further
advised the public to
avoid

u n n e c e s s a r y
travel and contact the
Motorway helpline
130 for guidance or
assistance during fog-
related disruptions.

Motorway Police
said that monitoring
teams are deployed on
major routes to ensure
safety and manage
traffic flow as
weather conditions
evolve.

Residents have
already expressed

excitement about the
prospect of enjoying
food while seated on
canal waters.

Punjab Housing
Minister Bilal Yasin
said the canal ship res-
taurant project is ex-
pected to be com-
pleted within this year.

The Punjab cabi-
net approved the
project in August last
year, allocating a total
cost of Rs549.4 mil-
lion, underscoring the
government’s push to
develop new urban
recreation facilities in
Lahore.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding National
Vocational & Technical Training Commission (NAVTTC).

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry chairing
a meeting on Port Qasim.

ISLAMABAD: Hasnat Ahmed Qureshi, Managing Director PPRA, accompanied by Dr Aslam Waseem, DG Legal PPRA, and Sheikh
Afzaal Raza, Project Director EPADS, highlighted landmark procurement reforms while briefing journalists at PID.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for
Kashmir Affairs &
Gilgit-Baltistan and
SAFRON, Engineer
Amir Muqam, Sunday,
attended the event as
the chief guest, which
was organized by the
Pakistan South Africa
Association in Pretoria,
Lodheim, South Africa.

The prestigious
event was attended by
High Commissioner of
Pakistan Malik
Muhammad Farooq,
the Overseas Pakistani
community, political
and social figures and
hundreds of people
from different walks of
life, said a press re-
lease.

Addressing the
event, the federal min-
ister extended heartfelt
congratulations to the
attendees on the New
Year and said that last
year, 2025, proved to
be a year of achieve-
ments for Pakistan.
Pakistan achieved sig-

nificant milestones in
defense, economy, di-
plomacy, sports, and
other fields, he added.

He appreciated the
leadership of Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and
said that due to the hard
work and timely deci-
sions of the current
government, Pakistan
was on the path of rapid
development.

Amir Muqam em-
phasized that under the
leadership of Field Mar-
shal and Chief of De-
fence Forces General
Syed Asim Munir, the
Pakistani Armed
Forces achieved his-
toric successes in the
war of truth. He said
that in the war of truth,
the Pakistani Armed
Forces defeated the
enemy and raised the
head of the entire na-
tion with pride.

He paid tribute to
the overseas Pakistanis
and said that after the
Indian aggression,

overseas Pakistanis de-
fended the interests of
Pakistan steadfastly.

This war was
fought by the entire
Pakistani nation with
unity and gave a clear
message to the world
that we are all one for
Pakistan.

If any kind of at-
tack is carried out on
homeland, every patri-
otic Pakistani will give
a befitting reply like a
war of truth.

The minister said
that a conducive envi-
ronment had been pro-
vided for investment in
Pakistan and a one-
window facility for in-
vestment had been es-
tablished through SIFC
so that overseas Paki-
stanis could invest con-
fidently.

Speaking on the
Kashmir issue, he said
that it is imperative to
give the Kashmiri
people the right to self-
determination in accor-
dance with the UN

resolutions and that
lasting peace in the re-
gion was not possible
without a solution to
this long-standing is-
sue.

Earlier, the central
president of the Paki-
stan South Africa As-
sociation, Mian Naseer
Ahmed, welcomed the
chief guest and in-
formed him about the
problems faced by
overseas Pakistanis and
appealed for coopera-
tion to resolve them.

Renowned journal-
ist Yousuf Abramji and
local councilor Naeem
Patel also stressed on
further strengthen bi-
lateral relations be-
tween Pakistan and
South Africa.

 High Commis-
sioner of Pakistan
Malik Muhammad
Farooq welcomed the
arrival of the federal
minister and assured all
possible cooperation
for the overseas com-
munity.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The recently estab-
lished Federal Constitu-
tional Court of Pakistan
(FCCP) was formally in-
augurated on Monday
in a simple yet dignified
ceremony, marking a his-
toric milestone in the
country’s constitutional
evolution.

Chief Justice, Jus-
tice Amin ud Din Khan,
the first head of the
FCCP, formally unveiled
the plaque of the newly
created top constitu-
tional court.

All sitting judges of
the FCCP — Justice
Hasan Azhar Rizvi, Jus-
tice Aamer Farooq, Jus-
tice Ali Baqar Najafi, Jus-
tice Muhammad Karim
Agha Khan, Justice Rozi
Khan Barrech and Jus-
tice Arshad Husain Shah
— were accompanying
the Chief Justice FCCP
in the inauguration.

Federal Minister for
Law and Justice Senator
Azam Nazeer Tarar, Reg-

istrar FCCP Muhammad
Hafeezullah Khan, repre-
sentatives of the legal
fraternity, media person-
nel, and officials from
the departments con-
cerned were also
present.

The FCCP has been
established in a promi-
nent building on Consti-
tutional Avenue, located
directly opposite the
Supreme Court of Paki-
stan.

The premises were
previously occupied by
the Federal Shariat
Court (FSC), which has
now shifted to another
location on the same av-
enue.

The Federal Consti-
tutional Court of Paki-
stan was created on No-
vember 13, 2025, through
the Twenty-Seventh
Constitutional Amend-
ment. Justice Amin ud
Din Khan took oath as
the court’s first Chief
Justice the following
day, November 14, 2025.
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Deputy Commissioner Quetta Orders Strict
Action Against Unjustified Increase in Roti

Prices and Weight Reduction

QUETTA : A meet-
ing was held under the
chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Quetta, Mehrullah
Badini, to address the
arbitrary increase in
roti prices and reduc-
tion in weight in the
city.

The meeting was
attended by all Assis-
tant Commissioners,
the Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Rev-
enue), and the Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner (General).

Focus on Price
and Weight Compli-

Musa Khel Police Seizes 10 Kilograms
of Hashish, Arrests Drug Dealer

ance: The meeting ex-
tensively discussed the
fixed prices of roti and
the specified weight
standards.

It was empha-
sized that any violation
of the government’s
approved price list or
weight specifications
will not be tolerated
under any circum-
stances.

The district ad-
ministration decided
that strict legal action,
including fines, sealing
of shops, and registra-
tion of cases, will be
taken against bakers

found violating these
regulations.

Action Plan for
Enforcement:

The Assistant
Commissioners have
been directed to en-
sure daily inspections
in their respective ar-
eas and guarantee
that bread is provided
to the public at the pre-
scribed price and
weight.

The Deputy Com-
missioner stressed that
the exploitation of the
public’s economic situ-
ation will not be toler-
ated and that a zero-

tolerance policy will be
adopted against
violators.““Ongoing
Monitoring and En-
forcement:

The district ad-
ministration clarified
that the monitoring
process will be
strengthened to pro-
tect public interests,
and actions against
price hikes and weight
reductions will con-
tinue uninterrupted.

The public is urged
to report any discrep-
ancies to the authori-
ties to ensure compli-
ance.

Polio Eradication Campaign in Khuzdar: DC Abdul
Razak Sasoli Emphasizes Mission Mode Approach

KHUZDAR: A crucial
meeting of the District
Polio Eradication Com-
mittee (DPEC) was held
in Khuzdar, chaired by
Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Razak Sasoli.

In his address, the
Deputy Commissioner
emphasized that the up-
coming polio vaccina-
tion campaign will be ex-
ecuted in "mission
mode," with no toler-
ance for negligence. He
underlined the impor-
tance of the campaign's
success to ensure a po-
lio-free future for the
district.

Key Participants of
the Meeting:

The session was at-
tended by several key
officials, including SSP
Khuzdar Omar Abbas
Babar, Assistant Com-
missioner Wadh Akbar
Ali Mazari,  District
Health Officer Khuzdar
Dr. Muhammad Naseem

Balochistan CM Announces Fully
Merit-Based Online Recruitment

to Curb Corruption

NEWS DESK:
Q U E T T A :
Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has reiterated
his firm stance against
the sale of government
jobs, corruption, and
nepotism, stating that
these practices will not
be tolerated under any
circumstances in the
province.

In a post on social
media platform X, the
chief minister said re-
storing public trust and
ensuring transparent
governance remain
top priorities of his
government.

He noted that con-
crete and effective

measures are being
taken to strengthen ac-
countability and im-
prove the system of
governance in
Balochistan.

As part of these
reforms, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti announced that
for the first time in the
province’s history, 111
government posts in
the Finance Depart-
ment will be filled
through a fully online,
paperless, and 100 per-
cent merit-based re-
cruitment process.

He described the
move as a historic step
towards eliminating
corruption and intro-
ducing meaningful in-

stitutional reforms.
Under the new

system, candidates
will undergo online
testing, with their
qualifications and eli-
gibility assessed in a
transparent manner.

Successful appli-
cants will receive their
appointment letters
within one hour, en-
suring swift and
merit-based hiring.

The chief minister
said the initiative will
begin with the Finance
Department and will
be gradually ex-
panded to all other de-
partments of the
Balochistan govern-
ment.

He added that the
provincial administra-
tion is committed to
promoting good gover-
nance,

transparency, and
accountability through
the use of modern
technology.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti
stressed that merit,
transparency, and hon-
oring commitments
made to the people
form the foundation of
his government’s poli-
cies, and such reforms
will continue to em-
power youth and en-
sure that deserving in-
dividuals are given
their rightful opportu-
nities.

MUSA KHEL: The
Musa Khel Police suc-
cessfully carried out
an effective operation
against drug dealers,
recovering 10 kilo-
grams of hashish and
arresting a suspect.

This operation
was carried out under
the directives of DIG
Police Loralai Range,
Junaid Ahmed Shaikh,
and the guidance of
SP Musa Khel,
Kaleemullah Kakrani.

Operation Details:
The operation was

led by SHO Inspector
Nishtah Anwar
Khetran of the Musa
Khel Police Station,
who, along with a spe-
cial team, appre-
hended the accused,
Kareem son of Faiz
Mohammad.

According to po-
lice, the accused was
found in possession of
10 kilograms of hash-
ish. A case has been

filed under the Nar-
cotics Act, and further
investigation is under-
way.

Zero Tolerance

Policy on Drugs:
Police authorities

have reiterated that
the district is commit-
ted to a zero-tolerance
policy against drugs.

They emphasized
that indiscriminate ac-
tions will continue to
eradicate this social
menace, with all avail-
able resources being
utilized to cleanse so-
ciety from narcotic-
related crimes.

Lango, District Manager
of PPHI Khuzdar Dr.
Munir Ahmad Baloch,
MS Teaching Hospital
Khuzdar Dr. Sarmad
Saeed, National Staff Of-
ficer Dr. Farman Bajoi,
Area Coordinator WHO
Dr. Nasrat, as well as rep-
resentatives from the
Health Department
Khuzdar and PPHI.

Polio Campaign De-
tails:

Dr. Nasrat, WHO's
Area Coordinator, pro-
vided a comprehensive
briefing on the upcom-
ing polio campaign.

He confirmed that
the vaccination drive

will commence on Feb-
ruary 2, 2026, and con-
tinue until February 5,
2026, over the course of
four days.

 During this period,
171,820 children across
49 union councils of
Khuzdar district will re-
ceive polio drops. The
campaign will target all
children under the age
of five, ensuring that no
child is left unvacci-
nated.

DC Abdul Razzaq
Soolai’s Address:

In his speech, DC
Soolai emphasized the
detrimental impact of
polio, calling it a deadly

disease that can cripple
children for life.

He urged the impor-
tance of vaccinating ev-
ery child to ensure the
development of a
healthy society. Further-
more, he stressed the
need for the teams to fo-
cus on identifying
"missing" children and
addressing cases where
children have been left
out of the vaccination
drive.

Engagement with
Local Communities:

The Deputy Com-
missioner directed that
Union Council Medical
Officers (UCMOs).

Price Control Committee
Meeting in Chaman: DC
Habib Ahmed Bangulzai
Takes Strong Action on

Price Regulation
CHAMAN :A crucial
meeting of the Price
Control Committee was
held in Chaman under
the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Habib Ahmed
Bangulzai.  The session
was attended by Price
Control Officers, com-
mittee members, local
traders, and other rel-
evant officials.  During
the meeting, new price
rates for various essen-
tial items, including
food, tailoring services,
barbers, and other com-
modities, were finalized.

It was decided that
all  shopkeepers in
Chaman must display
the official price list at
visible locations in their
shops. Any violation of

the official  pricing
guidelines will result in
severe penalties, includ-
ing fines, shop closures,
and the possibility of ar-
resting the shopkeepers.

These measures aim
to ensure transparency
and fairness in pricing
across the district.

DC Habib Ahmed
Bangulzai's Address:
During the meeting, DC
Bangulzai emphasized
the importance of adher-
ence to government-set
prices to protect the
public's interest. He
urged all traders and
shopkeepers to strictly
follow the official price
list to ensure that con-
sumers can access es-
sential goods at fair and
regulated prices.

Parliamentary
Secretary

Sanjay Kumar
Panjwani
Inspects

Renovation
Work at Dera
Murad Jamali
Circuit House

NASIRABAD: Provin-
cial Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Minority Affairs
Sanjay Kumar Panjwani,
accompanied by Com-
missioner Nasirabad Di-
vision Salahuddin
Noorzai, visited the Dera
Murad Jamali Circuit
House and conducted a
detailed inspection of
the ongoing renovation
and reconstruction
work. During the visit,
Sanjay Kumar Panjwani
termed the renovation
process as highly neces-
sary and positive, stat-
ing that the deteriorat-
ing condition of the
only circuit house of
Nasirabad Division re-
quired urgent attention.
He said the improvement
of this important govern-
ment facil ity would
greatly facilitate the ex-
ecution of official affairs
and provide better ser-
vices to both officers
and the public.

He further assured
that he would make ev-
ery effort to ensure the
early release of adequate
funds for the renovation
so that the beautifica-
tion and upgrading work
could be completed in a
more efficient and high-
quality manner, bringing
the building up to mod-
ern standards.

On the occasion,
Director General Sports
Dr. Yasir Khan Bazai,
Deputy Commissioner
Nasirabad Captain (R)
Zulfiqar Ali Karrar, politi-
cal and tribal leader
Babu Yar Muhammad
Lehri, District Health Of-
ficer Dr. Ayaz Hussain
Jamali, PPHI DSM Tariq
Shehbaz, along with
other concerned offic-
ers, were also present.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Nasirabad Division
Salahuddin Noorzai
stated that several pub-
lic welfare development.



06 BUSINESS Monday,January.12.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Replacing colonial-era
water laws

NEWS DESK:An en-
tirely new unified water
law is on the anvil to
govern the water sector
in Sindh. The idea is to
run the sector more ef-
fectively and efficiently,
and to address, institu-
tionally, the fast-emerg-
ing challenges of disas-
ter mitigation, climate
change, and environ-
mental issues.

The draft  of the
new law is under prepa-
ration, primarily at the
Sindh Irrigation Depart-
ment (SID). It would be
a broader legal instru-
ment to regulate water-
related components,
from canal commands to
drainage, groundwater
aquifers, and wetlands.
It was being drafted in
the light of the Sindh
Water and Agricultural
Transformation (SWAT)
project, a multi-million-
dollar World Bank (WB)
funded project that is
already underway.

The new water law
aims to merge the over
150-year-old, colonial-
era Sindh Irrigation Act
1879 and Sindh Water
Management Ordinance
(SWMO) 2002. This
would also eventually
decide the fate of the
Sindh Irrigation and

Drainage Authority
(SIDA), which was an
offshoot of SWMO
2002.

The SWMO was in-
troduced under WB-led
intervention in Sindh in
the shape of SIDA, es-
tablished to promote a
participatory irrigation
system by ensuring
farmer-led elected set-
ups in the canal com-
mand areas of each of
Sindh’s three barrages.
The ordinance had also
substituted the Sindh Ir-
rigation and Drainage
Authority (SIDA) Act
1997.

A new provincial
law aims to merge cen-
tury-old irrigation rules
into a single framework
to tackle climate change
and ease management

Since then, two par-
allel irrigation systems
have existed in Sindh.
SIDA then produced the
Farmers Organisation
(FO) and the Area Water
Board (AWBs) for the
regulation of irrigation
supplies and recovery of
water charges,  ie,
abiyana.

Three independent
AWBs — Ghotki (Guddu
barrage), Nara (Sukkur
barrage) and the Left
Bank Canals (Kotri bar-

Urgent reforms proposed to avert another
International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan

NEWS DESK:A body
constituted by the prime
minister and led by Min-
ister for Planning Ahsan
Iqbal has called for ur-
gent reforms to improve
the ease of doing busi-
ness and for a serious re-
structuring and
rationalisation of tariffs
— both energy prices
and trade duties — to
more than double ex-
ports to over $60 billion
within three years.

The committee was
formed to devise a strat-
egy for avoiding an-
other IMF programme
once the current $8.4bn
arrangement expires at
the end of 2027, amid
mounting pressure from
persistently weak eco-
nomic indicators.

According to syn-
opses compiled after
week-long consulta-
tions with public and pri-
vate sector stakeholders
from Jan 5 to 9, the panel
concluded that the cur-
rent state of affairs was
not capable of driving a
fast-growing population
of 250 million towards
sustained prosperity be-
cause of cross-cutting
constra-ints affecting
“all 20 priority export
products and six export
drivers”.

Ironically, most of

these constraints are
generally well known,
but the government’s
inability, despite special
interventions here and
there, including through
the Special Investment
Facili tation Council
(SIFC).

To create a condu-
cive working environ-
ment in a fair, equitable,
rule-based and transpar-
ent manner, has ham-
pered sustainable
growth path beyond
stabilisation under a re-
strictive programme vol-
unteered to the IMF.

The plan proposed

rage) — out of 14 canals
that emanate from these
barrages, were also cre-
ated within SIDA, hav-
ing elected representa-
tion in addition to offic-
ers.

SIDA remained an
autonomous body, hav-
ing been led by manag-
ing directors (MDs) —
mostly from SID. A full-
fledged SIDA headquar-
ters/secretariat was also
built in Hyderabad, re-
flecting a corporate sec-
tor style environment
quite unlike the provin-
cial  irrigation
department.SIDA ex-
ecuted WB-funded
programmes like the
Water Sector Improve-
ment Project or WSIP,
which has been com-
pleted and was pro-
jected as a success story
by SIDA. The SID was
also executing multiple
f o r e i g n - f u n d e d
programmes in irrigation
networks, besides han-
dling flood management
and drainage
networks.Both SID and
SIDA had, historically,
not been on the same
wavelength over the last
two decades, with the
latter blaming the former
for undermining its au-
thority.

Inflation targeting-lite: strategic
transition or operational stopgap?

NEWS DESK:In August
2009, the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) officially
changed its monetary
policy framework from
targeting monetary ag-
gregates to an interest
rate-based monetary
policy framework,
known as the inflation-
targeting-lite regime, by
introducing the interest
rate corridor (IRC).

Within international
systems, the adoption of
IRC would be a transi-
tional move for imple-
menting a flexible or full-
fledged inflation target-
ing monetary policy
framework, where the
policy rate is used as a
primary tool for anchor-
ing inflation expecta-
tions (Stone, 2003). In-
deed, most inflation-tar-
geting central banks
place corridor systems
not only to stabilise
overnight rates but also
to anchor these rates
around a policy rate,
thereby strengthening
monetary policy trans-
mission and policy sig-
nalling.

This has been quite
contrary to the case of
Pakistan, where a signifi-
cant domestic literature
and official SBP commu-
nication, such as work-

ing papers, research bul-
letin, and policy notes
emphasise that the IRC
was introduced as a
means of reducing vola-
tility in the weighted av-
erage overnight repo
rate (repo), which has
weakened policy signal-
l ing and disrupted
money markets
(Mahmood, 2016).

Moreover,  the
SBP's working papers
and policy notes also
document how liquidity
shocks, often driven by
government cash flows
and FX operations,
caused overnight rates
to deviate from the

policymakers' desired
levels before 2009. The
objective of reducing
volatility in the repo,
being operationally
valid, goes against the
global justification of
the inflation targeting-
lite regime, that is, reduc-
tion in volatility is not an
objective but a by-prod-
uct of a smooth and co-
herent monetary system.
Thus, the IRC was imple-
mented in an economy
where the macroeco-
nomic conditions for in-
terest rate-led inflation
control were partially
established.

It would not be the

Asian Development Bank (ADB) warns $360m loan for
highway project risks lapsing

easing electricity and
gas prices through debt
refinancing and
rationalising price build-
ups.

 It was found that
“export competitiveness
is undermined by high
and volati le energy
costs, with electricity
and gas tariffs remain-
ing above regional
benchmarks and subject
to frequent changes”.

It warned that vola-
tility was inflating pro-
duction costs across
manufacturing, agro-
processing, minerals,
fisheries, and services,

eroding margins and di-
verting orders to com-
peting countries.

The Planning Com-
mission also pointed out
that the cost of doing
business in Pakistan re-
mained “structurally
high due to fragmented
and distortionary taxa-
tion, inverted input tar-
iffs, advance income tax
deductions, delayed
sales tax refunds and
persistent working capi-
tal lockups”.

It said these issues
disproportionately af-
fected exporters and
were particularly binding

for small and medium
enterprises across manu-
facturing and agri-based
value chains.

The panel said that
policy unpredictability
was also weakening in-
vestment and buyer
confidence.

“Frequent changes
in tax policy, energy pric-
ing, tariff structures, ex-
port incentives and regu-
latory regimes, often an-
nounced late in the busi-
ness cycle, constrain
forward planning, capac-
ity expansion and scal-
ing, particularly around
annual export  order
booking cycles,” it said.

The synopses also
highlighted institutional
fragmentation and regu-
latory burdens.

They said inconsis-
tent definitions of SMEs
across the State Bank of
Pakistan, SMEDA, the
Federal Board of Rev-
enue and provincial au-
thorities restricted ac-
cess to finance, incen-
tives and support
schemes.

Overlapping man-
dates, discretionary en-
forcement, excessive au-
dits and weak inter-
agency coordination in-
creased compliance
costs and uncertainty,
the panel said.

Pakistan makes major strides in
regulatory reforms

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
has taken bold steps
forward in modernising
its regulatory land-
scape, delivering signifi-
cant enhancements to
anti-money laundering
safeguards, corporate
transparency, and the
simplicity of starting a
business, initiatives that
have posit ioned the
country as a more com-
petitive and compliant
player on the global
stage.

At the heart  of
these achievements is
the Securities and Ex-
change Commission of
Pakistan (SECP), which
earned the title of na-
tional "Reforms Cham-
pion" from the prime
minister in December
2025 during the launch
of the National Regula-
tory Reforms initiative.
The recognition high-
lights the regulator's
dedication to institu-
tional integrity, digital
innovation, greater ease
of doing business, and
updating the Companies
Act, 2017, to interna-
tional standards.

In the 2024-25 finan-
cial year, the SECP-led
national risk assess-
ments drove forward the
AML/CFT National Ac-

tion Plan and worked
closely with domestic
and international part-
ners to meet the Finan-
cial Action Task Force
requirements.

A key milestone
was the introduction of
a dedicated Corporate
Ultimate Beneficial
Owner (UBO) Registry
through extensive
amendments to the Com-
panies Regulations,
2024.

 Fully aligned with
OECD guidelines, the
new framework requires
companies to issue for-
mal notices to share-

holders to identify and
verify the indirect ulti-
mate beneficial owners –
the natural persons who
truly control or benefit
from a company – effec-
tively preventing the
misuse of anonymous
corporate structures for
illicit purposes.

In February 2025,
the SECP launched a
risk-based beneficial
ownership supervision
methodology that com-
plies completely with
FATF standards.  By
concentrating on
higher-risk cases, the
system ensures owner-

ship information remains
accurate, up to date, and
protected against money
laundering or terrorist
financing risks.

To strengthen com-
pliance across sectors,
the SECP organised 14
capacity-building ses-
sions, both in-person
and virtual, reaching
over 900 participants
from capital market insti-
tutions, securities bro-
kers, non-banking finan-
cial companies, the in-
surance sector, and vari-
ous corporate entities
including limited liability
partnerships.

NEWS DESK:The
Asi-an Development
Bank (ADB) has ex-
pressed concern that a
$360 million (Rs108 bil-
lion) loan earmarked for
the Central Asia Re-
gional Economic Coop-
eration Corridor (Car-ec)
D e v e l o p m e n t
I n v e - s t m e n t
Programme’s Tran-che
III could lapse next year
without project’s
completion.

The significant de-
lay in utilising the loan
is mainly due to the fail-
ure of the Tranche III
road project to begin, re-
sulting from controver-
sies in the bidding pro-
cess discussed in five
parliamentary standing
committee meetings.

Without immediate
acc-ele-ration by the
National Highway Au-
thority (NHA), the funds
will expire without the
completion of the
Tranche-III road project,
which involves widen-
ing sections of the N55
Highway.

In a letter seen by
Dawn, the ADB warned
the economic affairs di-
vision that based on cur-
rent progress, there was
a significant risk the ap-
proved $360m under the
M u l t i - t r a n c h e
Finan-cing Facility
(MFF) would not be fully
utilised by the expiration

date of Dec 31, 2027.
The project has

been stalled for eight
months following con-
troversies surrounding
the bidding process.

Although bids were
opened in February 2025
and approved by the
ADB shortly thereafter,
the process faced scru-

tiny from five parliamen-
tary panels and Public
Procurement Regulatory
Authority.

Despite the admin-
istrative hurdles, the
Islamabad High Court
recently ordered that
work be awarded with-
out further delay.

The court noted

that continued stalling
could result in loan can-
cellation, cost escalation
and “serious
reputational damage” to
the national exchequer.

The total  of the
project cost is estimated
at Rs170bn, which in-
cludes land acquisition,
consultancy and taxes

while the lowest bid re-
ceived by the NHA for
the project was of Rs147
billion.

The ADB covers
Rs108bn of the total,
with the government of
Pakistan funding the re-
maining balance.

Officials indicate
the NHA is in a difficult

position regarding fund
utilisation. Rebidding is
considered unfeasible,
as obtaining new ap-
provals from the ADB
and Ecnec would take
more time, while the ADB
stressed that its 2027
deadline is “firm, with no
possibili ty of exten-
sion”.

design of the corridor
which is challenging,
but the surroundings
where it functions. The
inflationary trends in
Pakistan are heavily in-
fluenced by adminis-
tered prices, especially
energy, college tuition,
and regulated food
items, which can be ad-
justed through fiscal ad-
justments but not market
forces.

These non-continu-
ous changes, which are
frequently large and dis-
crete, can undermine the
relationship between
policy rate and headline
inflation.

“We seek EAD’s
support  in assisting
NHA to expedite imple-
mentation, complete
pending procurements,
and ensure full
utilisation of the loan
proceeds within the
MFF period,” the ADB
stated.The Ecnec has
approved the bids from

a joint venture compris-
ing NXCC, Dynamic
Constructor and Rustam
Associates even though
parliamentary commit-
tees and the PPRA ex-
pressed concerns.

The NHA defended
the choice, stating that
allegations of non-per-
formance against the
lead partner “did not
reach finality in accor-
dance with the proce-
dure and rules”, and the
firm was never black-
listed by any agency.

The ADB con-
firmed it has no objec-
tion to awarding the
contracts to the lowest
evaluated bidder across
four specific lots:

Lot 1: Rajanpur to
Jam-pur (57.5km) for
Rs23.5bn; Lot 2: Jampur
to Dera Gh-azi Khan
(64km) for Rs29.1bn; Lot
3: Dera Ghazi Khan to
Tibi Qaisrani (111.7km)
for Rs52bn; Lot 4: Tibi
Qaisrani to Dera Ismail
Khan (96.2km) for
Rs42bn.

IHC rejected
PPRA’s petition on the
Rs172bn Carec Tranch-
III award to JV. In its
verdict ,  the court
warned that the
regulator’s recent deci-
sions “may also lead to
the refusal of the finance
facility agreed by the
ADB,” and declared the
petitions infructuous.
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Arsenal mBarcelona clinch Spanish
Super Cup final

NEWS DESK:Barcelona
retained the Spanish Su-
per Cup with an enter-
taining 3-2 Clasico win
over Real Madrid in the
final here on Sunday.

Raphinha struck
twice for the Catalans
with Robert
Lewandowski also on
target as they beat Xabi
Alonso’s team for a
record-extending 16th
triumph, despite Frenkie
de Jong’s late red card
for a foul on Kylian
Mbappe.

The French forward
could only feature in the
final stages as a substi-
tute after a knee sprain,
with the defeat likely to
bring back recent doubts
around Madrid coach
Xabi Alonso’s future.

After Raphinha
sent Barcelona ahead,
Vinicius Junior pulled
Madrid level with a fine
individual goal to kick-
start a frenetic end to
the first half in Jeddah.

L e w a n d o w s k i
chipped Barca back in
front, but Gonzalo Garcia
struck deep in stoppage
time to send the teams
in level at the break.

The battle was de-
cided by a deflected
Raphinha effort after 73
minutes, as Barca
claimed the fourth tro-
phy of coach Hansi
Flick’s reign.

Alonso is still look-
ing for his first after ar-
riving in June,  and
Madrid’s run of five con-
secutive wins across all
competit ions was

brought to an end by
their arch-rivals.

“Whatever way
you lose it hurts, but it’s
clear that this was a very
even game, hotly com-
peted, with a bit of ev-
erything,” Alonso told
Movistar.“We were very
close to equalising, we
fought it out until the
end, and I have to con-
gratulate Barca.”

Barcelona thrashed
Real Madrid 5-2 in last
season’s final, also at
the King Abdullah
Sports City stadium, but
this was a far closer af-
fair.

Flick, who led Barca
to four Clasico wins over
Madrid last season in
four clashes, opted for
Lewandowski up front
over Ferran Torres and

Third time lucky as Poland beat
Switzerland to clinch United Cup

NEWS DESK:Poland
battled past Switzerland
2-1 in the United Cup fi-
nal on Sunday to banish
the pain of title-round
defeats in the previous
two editions and secure
a long-awaited maiden
triumph in the season-
opening mixed-team
competition.

Hubert  Hurkacz
continued his resur-
gence in his first event
back after a near seven-
month injury layoff by
beating veteran Stan
Wawrinka 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 to
level the tie at 1-1 after
Iga Swiatek lost 3-6, 6-0,
6-3 to an inspired
Belinda Bencic.

The mixed doubles
duo of Katarzyna Kawa
and Jan Zielinski then
downed Bencic and
Jakub Paul 6-4, 6-3 in the
deciding match to trigger
jubilant scenes in
Sydney, where Poland
finally converted their
dominance into silver-
ware.

“We’ve finally
made it.  Third t ime
lucky,” Swiatek said.

“We worked hard …
I want to thank the team.
This year it was such a
team effort, I really felt
the support . Even
though my singles per-
formances weren’t per-

Sabalenka downs Kostyuk to
claim Brisbane crown

ICC unlikely to move Bangladesh T20
World Cup matches from India

NEWS DESK:The
International Cricket
Council (ICC) is ex-
pected to respond this
week to a formal re-
quest from the
Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) to shift
their T20 World Cup
2026 matches from
India to Sri Lanka due
to security concerns.

The request came
after Bangladesh pace
bowler Mustafizur
Rahman was released
by IPL franchise
Kolkata Knight Riders
following a recom-
mendation from the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India
(BCCI), amid con-

fect, you got my spirits
up and you all believed
until the end.”

Bencic won 12 of
the final 15 games
against a shell-shocked
Swiatek, earning her
second victory over the
world number two.

“To be honest, I felt
I was in the match from
the very first point,”

said Bencic, who won all
five of her singles
matches in the tourna-
ment.

“I thought I was
going great and I was 0-
3 down. I was ‘OK, what
do I have to do?’ “I think
I just tried to keep the
level and just wait for
some chances.”

Victory capped a

brought teenage star
Lamine Yamal back in on
the right wing.

It was a scrappy
start  in the Saudi
evening heat,  with
Barcelona keeping the
ball and Madrid sitting
deep to resist them,
while looking to find
Vinicius Junior on the
counter.

The Brazilian had
not scored in his previ-
ous 16 matches but of-
fered a potent threat, fly-
ing down the left and
forcing Joan Garcia into
the first save.

Barcelona began to
turn up the heat, and
Raphinha found a break-
through after 36
minutes.Moments after
the winger fired a fine
chance badly wide, he

NEWS DESK:World
number one Aryna
Sabalenka warmed up
for a tilt at a third Aus-
tralian open title in four
years in ominous fash-
ion by winning her sec-
ond successive
Bris-b-ane International
crown on Sunday.

Sabalenka scored a
dominant 6-4, 6-3 win
over Marta Kostyuk in
just 78 minutes.

“Every day you go
out there and prove
your level, and I think
this week I did it really
well,” said Sabalenka af-
ter a tournament in
which she powered to
the title without drop-
ping a set.

Looking ahead to
the Australian Open,
which begins next Sun-
day, Sa-b--a--lenka said:
“The only thing I kno-w
is that I’ll be there, I’ll
be fighting.”

Salablenka lost in
the Melbourne Park final
last year to Madison
Keys, having been Aus-
tralian Open champion in
2023 and 2024.

“I’ll do my best to
go as far as possible,”
said Sabalenka. “And do
a little bit better than last
year. That’s my focus.”

Kostyuk, the world
number 26, had enjoyed

Villarreal sink Alaves to stay in La Liga hunt

a spectacular week, beat-
ing three top 10 players
on the way to the final.

But she had no an-
swer to the power of
Sabalenka and the
Ukrainian’s serve, so re-
liable in the early
rounds, also went off the
boil.

Sabalenka was
rarely troubled on her
own delivery and faced
only three break points.

The 27-year-old
Belarusian said she had
tried to introduce new
elements to her game so
she wasn’t relying just
on power, and that had
paid off this week.

“I finally found the
touch game,” she said.“I
figured something and I
kind of changed my

game style — now I’m
not only the aggressive
player, I can play at the
net, I can be in defence,
I can use my slice, I have
a good touch.

“I’m super happy to
see that things are click-
ing together.”

There has been ani-
mosity between the two
players in the past.

Like many Ukraine
players,  Kostyuk re-
fuses to shake hands
with Russians or
Belarusians because of
the war in her homeland.

There was no hand-
shake at the end of the
final and in her speech
at the trophy presenta-
tion, Kostyuk brought
up the situation in
Ukraine.

cerns over player
safety.

Despite the re-
quest, sources suggest
the ICC is unlikely to
approve a move to Sri
Lanka because of lo-
gistical challenges,
with less than four
weeks to go before the
tournament starts on
February 7.

Reports from
Cricbuzz, NDTV, and
Business Standard in-
dicate that while the
ICC is considering al-
ternate Indian venues,
a full relocation of
Bangladesh’s fixtures
to Sri Lanka remains
unlikely.

Instead, the ICC

superb campaign for Po-
land, who beat last
year’s champions the
United States in the
semi-finals, and set up
Hurkacz to carry momen-
tum into his singles cam-
paign at the Australian
Open that begins on Jan
18.

Playing in his final
season on tour,

made up for it with a low,
early strike from just in-
side the area, across
Thibaut Courtois and
into the bottom corner.

Real Madrid pulled
level with a superb
Vinicius strike, floating
in from the left ,
nutmegging Jules
Kounde and slotting
home.Barcelona went
back ahead four minutes
into first-half stoppage
time, with Lewandowski
dinking past Courtois
after being played in by
Pedri.

However, Madrid
rapidly hit back just be-
fore the interval through
Gonzalo Garcia, who fin-
ished well while falling
after Dean Huijsen’s
header bounced back to
him off the crossbar.

The second half
was a calmer affair, with
fewer chances as the
teams slowed down.

Mbappe was warm-
ing up on the sideline
when Barcelona nosed
ahead, with Raphinha’s
shot from outside the
box deflecting in off Raul
Asencio to leave
Courtois with no
chance.The Brazilian is
in superb form and it
was his seventh goal in
his last five matches
across all competitions.

Alonso sent on
Mbappe for the last 15
minutes, trying to find a
third goal and force a
penalty shoot-out.

The French forward
could not get a sight of
goal but Barca midfielder
De Jong was sent off for
a high lunge on him.

Despite Madrid’s
numerical advantage
Barca had the best
chance in stoppage time
with Marcus Rashford
firing wide when
through on goal.

Asencio might have
grabbed an equaliser at
the death but headed
straight at Garcia.The
last four winners of the
Spanish Super Cup have
gone on to claim La Liga
and Barcelona will be
hoping it proves a plat-
form for success once
again.

They have won 10
straight games across all
competitions and lead
La Liga, despite an in-
consistent start to the
season.

NEWS DESK:Villarreal
eased to a 3-1 victory
over Alaves on Saturday
to move clear of Atletico
Madrid in third in La
Liga and stay in conten-
tion to win the Spanish
title.

Alberto Moleiro,
Gerard Moreno and
Georges Mikautadze
struck in the second half
to cut Barcelona's lead
to eight points, having
played one fewer game
than the Catalan cham-
pions.

Villarreal climbed
three points ahead of
Atletico and within four
of second-placed Real
Madrid, who have both
also played an extra
game.

"We hope we're ca-
pable of winning (our
game in hand) too and
adding three more points
to this extraordinary first
half of the season,"
Villarreal coach
Marcelino Garcia Toral
told DAZN.Top two
Barcelona and Real
Madrid meet in the Span-
ish Super Cup final on
Sunday in Saudi Arabia.

Alaves kept the
hosts at bay comfort-
ably in a first half of few
clear chances,  but
Villarreal stepped up a

gear after the interval.
"It's true that in

January, I don't know if
i t's because of the
weather making your
legs cold and your mind
cold, but teams are often
inconsistent," said
Marcelino."In the sec-
ond half we had put to-
gether some superb
moves, and we scored
three beautiful goals."

Playmaker Moleiro
has been in sparkling
form in recent weeks and
it was no surprise when
he opened the scoring

after 49 minutes.
Moleiro brilliantly

curled home his eighth
goal of the season from
the edge of the box when
the ball dropped kindly
for him.Six minutes later
veteran striker Moreno
fired home the second
for his first goal since
November.

Marcelino's side
grabbed the third
through Georgia striker
Mikautadze's delightful
chipped finish after
Moleiro played him in.

Villarreal were cruis-

ing when Thomas
Partey clumsily gave the
ball away in front of his
area and Toni Martinez
rammed home to salvage
some pride for Alaves,
who are 15th in the table.

Knocked out of the
Copa del Rey early and
set for an early Champi-
ons League departure,
Villarreal's main focus is
now La Liga.

The Yellow Subma-
rine have never won the
title and although they
remain outsiders, this
victory helped them stay

in the hunt for unlikely
domestic glory.

"We hoped to do
better in the Champions
League (but) we're alive
in La Liga and we want
to enjoy ourselves and
keep adding points like
we've been doing,"
Villarreal defender Juan
Foyth told DAZN.

Jeers for Valencia
Valencia rescued a

1-1 draw at home against
Elche but their players
were booed off after a
sixth league game with-
out a win.

Six-time La Liga
winners Los Che are
down in 18th and coach
Carlos Corberan is fight-
ing for his job.

Valencia were much
improved against Elche
than in some recent
showings, despite miss-
ing suspended top
scorer Hugo Duro, but it
was not enough to get
three points or ease ten-
sions at their Mestalla
stadium.

Former West
Bromwich Albion
midfielder Grady
Diangana sent the visi-
tors ahead in the 75th
minute but Valencia's
Pepelu slotted home a
late penalty to rescue a
point.

Kiplimo captures third straight
world cross country title

NEWS DESK:Uganda's
Jacob Kiplimo, the reign-
ing Chicago Marathon
champion, won his third
consecutive men's
crown on Saturday at the
World Cross Country
Championships.

The 25-year-old
completed the hat-trick
over 10 kilometers in a
winning time of 28min
18sec with Ethiopia's
Berihu Aregawi 18sec
back in a third consecu-
tive runner-up finish,
with Kenya's Daniel
Ebenyo third in 28:45.

Kiplimo became
only the fourth man to
win three world cross
country titles in a row
after Ethiopia's
Kenenisa Bekele (2002-
2006) and the Kenyans
Paul Tergat (1995-1999)
and John Ngugi (1986-
1989).

"To win three times,
I'm so happy about it,"
Kiplimo said. "I think it's
about the consistency in
your training. Another
thing it's about is believ-
ing in yourself."

Kiplimo was last
year's London Mara-
thon runner-up in 2hr
3min 37sec in his debut

at the 26.2-mile distance,
then captured the Chi-
cago Marathon in
2:02:23 last October, a
quick turnaround that
added to the challenge
of defending his title.

"Today was the
hardest one," Kiplimo
said.

Agnes Ngetich, the
world 10km record
holder, took the women's
title in 31:28 over 10km
to deliver Kenya a 10th
consecutive women's
crown at Apalachee Re-
gional Park in Tallahas-
see, Florida.

Ngetich defeated
Uganda's Joy
Cheptoyek by 42 sec-
onds in a dominant per-
formance with Ethiopia's
Senayet Getachew third
in 32:13 over a course
featuring sand, water
and mud zones plus bar-
riers resembling fallen
logs.

In the men's final,
Kiplimo was second by
two seconds at the mid-
race mark and with two
kilometers remaining was
alongside Aregawi and
world half marathon run-
ner-up Ebenyo.Kiplimo
surged ahead by eight

seconds on Aregawi en-
tering the final kilometer
and raced across the
finish line to cheers.

He does not expect
to seek a fourth world
cross country crown as
he will turn his attention
to the marathon.

"I think now maybe
this one is going to be
the last one because of
the marathon... because
I'll be training for the
marathon," Kiplimo said.

Aregawi,  the
10,000m runner-up at the
2024 Paris Olympics, had
lost by nine seconds to
Kiplimo in 2023 and by
only three seconds in
2024 in the two prior edi-
tions of the event.Jimmy
Gressier, the Frenchman
who had been tipped for
a podium finish after his
shock 10,000m victory
on the track at last year's
world championships,
was a disappointing
15th.

Kenya's Beatrice
Chebet, the reigning
5,000 and 10,000m cham-
pion, did not seek a third
consecutive women's
title because she is be-
ginning a 2026 maternity
break.

is reportedly exploring
alternative venues
within India.

Chennai and
Thiruvananthapuram
have emerged as po-
tential fallback op-
tions.

The Tamil Nadu
Cricket Association
(TNCA) has indicated
it can accommodate
additional matches at
MA Chidambaram
Stadium, citing the
availability of eight
prepared pitches.

The Kerala
Cricket Association
(KCA) has also ex-
pressed willingness to
host fixtures in
Thiruvananthapuram.

Wawrinka pushed
Hurkacz hard to force a
deciding set in the sec-
ond singles encounter
but the 40-year-old was
unable to grab the vic-
tory that would have
clinched the tie.

“He’s definitely an
inspiration,” Hurkacz
said about the three-
times major champion.
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Trump vows to cut off Cuba’s oil after
toppling Venezuelan ally Maduro

NEWS DESK:US Presi-
dent Donald Trump
urged Cuba on Sunday
to “make a deal” soon,
pledging to cut off all oil
and money flowing to
the communist-run is-
land after the toppling of
Havana’s key ally, Ven-
ezuelan leader Nicolas
Maduro.

The threatening so-
cial media post drew an
angry retort from Cuban
President Miguel Diaz-
Canel, who said “no one”
would tell his country
what to do.

Washington has im-
posed economy-crip-
pling sanctions on its
island neighbour for de-
cades, but Trump has
ramped up the pressure
in recent days.

US special forces
seized Maduro and his
wife this month in a light-
ning raid that left dozens
of the ousted Venezu-
elan president’s security
personnel dead — many
of whom were Cuban.

Though Maduro’s
allies have become in-
terim leaders, Trump has
claimed the United
States now actually con-
trols Venezuela through
a US naval blockade of
its vital oil sector.

 Trump said on his
Truth Social platform.

“I strongly suggest
they make a deal, BE-
FORE IT IS TOO LATE.”

He said,  “Cuba
lived, for many years, on
large amounts of OIL
and MONEY from Ven-
ezuela. In return, Cuba
provided ‘Security Ser-
vices’ for the last two
Venezuelan dictators,
BUT NOT ANYMORE!”
“Most of those Cubans
are DEAD from last
week’s U.S.A. attack,
and Venezuela doesn’t
need protection anymore
from the thugs and extor-
tionists who held them
hostage for so many
years.Trump provided
almost no details about
what potential deal he
referred to, or what such

an arrangement would
achieve.

Asked about it later
on Sunday, Trump told
reporters travelling with
him on Air Force One
that he wanted people
forced out of Cuba or
who “left under duress”
to be taken care of.

“Most importantly,
right now, we’re going
to take care of the people
that came from Cuba,
that are American citi-
zens, or in our country,”
Trump said, without
clarifying how this
would be achieved un-
der a deal with Havana.

A week ago, Trump
stated that “Cuba is
ready to fall,” noting
that the island’s eco-
nomic crisis was wors-
ening and it would be
difficult for Havana to
“hold out” without re-
ceiving heavily
subsidised Venezuelan
oil.

Earlier on Sunday,
the president reposted a
message that jokingly
suggested US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio —
a child of Cuban immi-
grants who concurrently
holds the posts of na-

French Alps avalanches claim five
lives in two days

NEWS DESK:Two
avalanches killed two
skiers in the French
Alps on Sunday, resort
officials said, following
the deaths of three off-
piste skiers a day ear-
lier in similar incidents.

In one incident, a
British skier aged
about 50 was buried
while skiing off-trail,
according to a state-
ment released by La
Plagne ski resort in
southeastern France.

More than 50 res-
cuers were deployed,
finding the man buried
under 2.5 metres
(eight feet) of snow
after nearly an hour of
searching, but he could
not be resuscitated.

A skier buried in
an avalanche in
Courchevel was also

Iran’s FM says protests turned ‘bloody’ to invite Trump intervention
NEWS DESK:Iran’s For-
eign Minister Abbas
Araghchi has alleged
that nationwide protests
“turned violent and
bloody to give an ex-
cuse” for United States
President Donald Trump
to intervene militarily in
the country, according
to Al-Jazeera.

Speaking to foreign
diplomats in Tehran on
Monday, Araghchi said
that the violence spiked
over the weekend, but
the “situation is now un-
der total control”.

“We are ready for
war but also for dia-
logue," he said.

According to re-
ports, Araghchi also said
Iran has footage of weap-
ons being distributed to
protesters and said that
authorities will soon re-
lease confessions of de-
tainees, adding that au-
thorities are “closely fol-
lowing” the ongoing
events on the streets.

The demonstra-
tions were “stoked and
fuelled” by foreign ele-
ments and security
forces would “hunt
down” those respon-
sible, he said.

Iran’s spiralling pro-
tests have now entered
a third week amid a na-

tionwide internet black-
out and repeated mili-
tary intervention threats
from Trump.

Authorities have
not confirmed the num-
ber of demonstrators
who have lost  their
lives, but opposition ac-
tivists based outside the
country say the death
toll is higher and in-
cludes hundreds of pro-
testers.

The Fars news
agency reported that
limited protest gather-
ings took place in sev-
eral neighbourhoods of
the capital on Sunday
night.

There were limited
“riots” in Navvab and
Saadat Abad
neighbourhoods of
Tehran,  Junqan and
Hafshejan in
Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari province, and
Taybad of Mashhad,
which were intervened
and dissolved by secu-
rity forces, according to
Fars.

The agency re-
ported that the other cit-
ies and regions in the
country were generally
calm without “riots”
overnight.

Trump speaks to
Iranian leadership

US President
Donald Trump said Sun-
day that Iran's leader-
ship had called seeking
"to negotiate" after his
threats of military action
amid mass anti-govern-
ment protests in the Is-
lamic Republic.

"The leaders of Iran
called" yesterday,

Trump told reporters
aboard Air Force One,
adding that "a meeting
is being set up... They
want to negotiate."

However, Trump
added that "we may
have to act before a meet-
ing."

According to
Reuters, Trump said on

Sunday he is weighing a
range of responses to
escalating unrest in Iran,
including possible mili-
tary options, as massive
protests continue to roil
the country.

Unrest in Iran has
killed more than 500
people, a rights group
said on Sunday, as

Tehran threatened to tar-
get US military bases if
Trump carries out his re-
newed threats to inter-
vene on behalf of pro-
testers.

With the Islamic
Republic's clerical estab-
lishment facing the big-
gest demonstrations
since 2022, Trump has

Syrian forces take control of
Aleppo’s Kurdish areas

NEWS DESK:Syria’s
government was in full
control of Aleppo on
Sunday after taking over
the city’s Kurdish
neighbourhoods and
evacuating fighters
there to Kurdish autono-
mous areas following
days of deadly clashes.

Residents of the
A s h r a f i y e h
neighbourhood, the first
of two areas to fall to the
Syrian army, began re-
turning to their homes to
inspect the damage, find-
ing shrapnel and broken
glass l it tering the
streets.

The violence
started earlier this week
after negotiations
stalled on integrating the
Kurds’ de facto autono-
mous administration and
forces into the country’s
new government.

A Syrian security
official said that 419
Kurdish fighters, includ-
ing 59 wounded and an
unspecified number of
dead, were transferred
from the Sheikh Maqsud
neighbourhood — the
second area to come un-

Seoul issues denial as North Korea
claims new drone incursions

tional security advisor,
acting head of the US
archives, and acting in-
ternational aid adminis-
trator — could also be-
come the president of
Cuba.

Trump shared that
post with the comment:
“Sounds good to me!”
Cuba’s president re-
buffed Trump’s threat-
ening language, saying
the Caribbean island’s
residents were “ready to
defend the homeland to
the last drop of blood.”
“Cuba is a free, indepen-
dent and sovereign na-
tion. No one tells us
what to do,” Diaz-Canel
wrote on X.

Foreign Minister
Bruno Rodriguez also
weighed in to stress that
Cuba is within its rights
to import fuel from any
willing exporter, “with-
out interference or sub-
ordination to the unilat-
eral coercive measures
of the United States.”

A Cold War-era US
trade embargo has
cinched Cuba’s
economy beginning in
1962, and since 2000 Ha-
vana has increasingly
relied on Venezuelan oil

provided as part of a
deal struck with
Maduro’s predecessor,
the firebrand left ist
Hugo Chavez.

On Sunday in the
streets of Havana, retiree
Mercedes Simon
seemed to dismiss the
US leader’s latest blus-
ter.

“Trump is not go-
ing to touch Cuba,” the
65-year-old told AFP.

“All the presidents
talk, talk, talk” about
Cuba, for decades, “but
they don’t act.” Marcos
Sanchez, a 21-year-old
working in the restaurant
business, said the two
countries should find
common ground, “with-
out resorting to vio-
lence.”

Trump’s provoca-
tive language on Cuba
comes as the
emboldened American
leader has hinted he has
other countries in his
sights after capturing
Maduro.

Trump, who had
openly sought last
year’s Nobel Peace Prize,
has recently threatened
Colombia, Mexico, Iran
and Greenland.

repeatedly threatened to
get involved if force is
used on protesters.

According to its lat-
est figures - from activ-
ists inside and outside
Iran - US-based rights
group HRANA said it
had verified the deaths
of 490 protesters and 48
security personnel, with
more than 10,600 people
arrested in two weeks of
unrest.

Iran has not given
an official  toll ,  and
Reuters was unable to
independently verify the
tallies.

Trump was to meet
with senior advisers on
Tuesday to discuss op-
tions for Iran, a US offi-
cial told Reuters on Sun-
day. The Wall Street Jour-
nal had reported that op-
tions included military
strikes, using secret
cyber weapons, widen-
ing sanctions and pro-
viding online help to
a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t
sources.

"The military is look-
ing at it, and we're look-
ing at some very strong
options," Trump told re-
porters travelling on Air
Force One on Sunday
night.

Trump said he was
in contact with Iranian

opposition leaders.
He also said, with-

out elaborating, that
Iran's leaders had called
him on Saturday and
wanted to negotiate,
and that he might talk to
them.

Iranian Parliament
Speaker Mohammad
Baqer Qalibaf warned
Washington against "a
miscalculation."

"Let us be clear: in
the case of an attack on
Iran, the occupied terri-
tories (Israel) as well as
all US bases and ships
will be our legitimate tar-
get," said Qalibaf, a
former commander in
Iran's elite Revolution-
ary Guards.

Authorities inten-
sify crackdown

The protests began
on December 28 in re-
sponse to soaring
prices, before turning
against the clerical rul-
ers who have governed
since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

Iranian authorities
accused the US and Is-
rael of fomenting trouble
and called for a nation-
wide rally on Monday to
condemn "terrorist ac-
tions led by the United
States and Israel," Ira-
nian media reported.

der army control — to
the Kurdish-controlled
zone in the northeast.

The arriving fight-
ers were met with tears
and vows of vengeance
from hundreds of people
who gathered to greet
them in the northeastern
Kurdish city of Qamishli,
according to correspon-
dents at the scene.

“We will  avenge
Sheikh Maqsud… we
will avenge our fighters,
we will avenge our mar-
tyrs,” Umm Dalil, 55,
said.

A correspondent
saw crossed-out images
of Syrian President
Ahmed al-Sharaa, Turk-
ish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan and US en-
voy Tom Barrack, as
people chanted against
Sharaa.

Kurdish leader
Mazlum Abdi said on X
that the combatants were
evacuated “through the
mediation of interna-
tional parties to stop the
attacks and violations
against our people in
Aleppo”.The Syrian of-
ficial said that 300 other

found dead, the resort
said, without providing
further details

French weather
forecasters had

warned of a high risk
of avalanches this
weekend.

Officials in the
Savoie region re-

corded at least six ava-
lanches in the
department's ski areas
on Sunday morning.

Two separate

avalanches claimed
the lives of three off-
piste skiers in the
French Alps on Satur-
day.

Kurds, including fight-
ers and members of the
domestic security forces,
had been arrested.

Britain-based moni-
tor the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights
said that 300 “young
Kurds” had been ar-
rested, stating that they
were “civil ians,  not
fighters”.Damaged walls,
looted homes

On Sunday in
Ashrafiyeh,  a corre-
spondent saw people
carrying bags and blan-
kets return to their
homes after being
searched by security
forces.

Yahya al-Sufi, a 49-
year-old clothing seller,
said he had fled during
the violence.

“When we re-
turned, we found holes
in the walls and our
homes had been
looted… Now that
things have calmed
down, we’re back to re-
pair the walls and restore
the water and electric-
ity.” He said. Some had
hoped calm would pre-
vail between the govern-

NEWS DESK:NORTH
Korea stepped up pres-
sure on South Korea
over the weekend, claim-
ing that South Korean
drones had been flown
over its territory — an al-
legation immediately de-
nied by Seoul, which has
been seeking a break-
through in stalled inter-
Korean dialogue.

The exchange fol-
lowed Pyongyang’s
claim on Saturday that
South Korea had in-
fringed on its sover-
eignty through drone
incursions in September
and again in the past
week. South Korea’s
Defence Ministry re-
jected the accusation,
saying the drones in
question were not mod-
els operated by the
South Korean military.

On Sunday, Kim Yo-
jong, North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un’s
sister and vice depart-
ment director of the rul-

ing Workers’ Party of
Korea, reiterated the ac-
cusation, stressing that
Pyongyang views the
alleged drone intrusion
as a provocation regard-
less of political leader-
ship in Seoul.

Kim described
Seoul’s initial response
as a “wise choice”, but
made clear it did not al-
ter North Korea’s as-
sessment of the inci-
dent.

She said it was “ir-
relevant whether the act
occurred under the
Yoon administration or
the current Lee govern-
ment.” She also rejected
Seoul’s argument that
the drone may have
been operated by civil-
ians, saying the essence
of the issue lay not in
“who operated the drone
but in the violation of
North Korea’s airspace
itself”.

ment in Damascus and
the Kurdish fighters.

“We didn’t want
things to get this bad. I
wish the Kurdish lead-
ership had responded to
the Syrian state. We’ve
had enough blood-
shed,” said Mohammed
Bitar, 39, who stayed in
the Ashrafieh
neighbourhood.

“There’s no Arab,
no Kurd, we’re all Syr-
ians.” Sheikh Maqsud,
however, remained off
limits on Sunday, with
residents barred from
returning, an interior
ministry source said.

A correspondent in
the area saw burnt
armoured vehicles, cars
loaded with ammunition
and many landmines au-
thorities took during
their combing operation.

Syrian authorities
said on Sunday that the
toll from the fighting had
reached “24 dead and
129 wounded since last
Tuesday”, while the Ob-
servatory reported 45 ci-
vilians and 60 soldiers
and fighters were killed
from both sides.


