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Pakistani Students and Pilgrims Return

from Iran as Repatriation Continues

News Desk:

The process of bringing back
Pakistani students and pilgrims
stranded in Iran is ongoing
amid the country’s current situ-
ation.

According to FIA sources,

around 200 Pakistani nationals
have returned to Pakistan over
the past two days via the
Gabd-Rimdan border, which
connects Gwadar with Iran.
Deputy Commissioner
Gwadar Nagibullah Kakar said
that the repatriation of Paki-
stani citizens is continuing in

view of the prevailing condi-
tions in Iran.

He confirmed that 51
male and female students ar-
rived in Pakistan from Iran on
Monday alone.

The deputy commissioner
further stated that more than
125 Pakistani students have so

far returned to the country
through the Gabd-Rimdan bor-

T

He added that the district
administration has made spe-
cial arrangements for return-
ing students, including facilities
for food, accommodation, and
onward travel.

o
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Nagibullah Kakar also said
that, given the current circum-
stances,

the Pakistan Embassy in
Iran and the Ministry of For-
cign Affairs have put in place
special measures to facilitate
the safe return of Pakistani stu-
dents and other citizens.

WWE-Pakistan says
removal of trees in
Islamabad also linked
to infrastructure
development

NEWS DESK:

‘WWEF-Pakistan on Tuesday dis-
puted the Islamabad authorities”
stance that paper mulberry trees
were removed in the capital due
to allergies, stating that the ac-
tion was also linked to infrastruc-
ture development.

Recently, large-scale tree re-
moval took place in at least three
locations in the federal capital, in-
cluding acres of tree cover
around Shakarparian. Islamabad’s
Capital Development Authority
(CDA) has maintained that only
paper mulberry trees were re-
moved as they had been causing
pollen allergies, and carlier on
Tuesday Minister of State for In-
terior Tallal Chaudhry assured
lawmakers that more trees would
be planted in the coming months.

“WWE-Pakistan’s field as-
sessments indicate that vegeta-
tion loss in the capital is not lim-
ited to Paper Mulberry manage-
ment alone, but is also linked to
infrastructure development in
multiple locations,” the environ-
mental body said on social me-

ia.

“Beyond pollen and aller-
gies, Islamabad’s recent tree re-
moval reflects broader challenges
inurban planning,” it added.

Social media users and even
some lawmakers have alleged
that, besides paper mulberry, old
indigenous trees were also
chopped down.

Responding to those queries
in the National Assembly on
Tuesday, Chaudhry explained
there were “three possible rea-
sons” for removing the trees: the
presence of paper mulberry spe-
cies;

areas designated as brown
zones in Islamabad’s Master Plan
but commonly regarded as green
until development began, includ-
ing Embassy Road; and sectors
also considered as green areas
until they were built.

“Iam saying with utmost re-
sponsibility that no other species
was removed,” he asserted,
about the claims of other species
besides the paper mulberry be-
ing cut.

In its Facebook post, WWF-
Pakistan noted: “Urban trees play
acritical role in soil stability, cli-
‘mate regulation, and biodiversity
support.

“Any tree removal must fol-
low evidence-based planning, le-
gal compliance, and clear resto-
ration commitments to ensure
long-term ecological balance,” it
demanded.

Polio sample from
North Waziristan
tests positive, taking
2025’s tally to 31

NEWS DESK:

The tally of polio cases for 2025
reached 31 on Tuesday after a
sample collected last year in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North
Waziristan district tested posi-
tive. Pakistan’s Polio Eradication
Programme said in a statement
that the Regional Reference Labo-
ratory for Polio Eradication at the
National Institute of Health (NTH),
Islamabad, had confirmed a case
of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1)
in North Waziristan. “This is the
fifth case reported from Nord
Waziristan in 2025, bringing the
total number of polio cases in
Pakistan for the past year to 31,
it said. Meanwhile, an official from
the lab said that the case was in-
cluded in the list for 2025 as the
sample was collected last year.

“It takes up to three weeks
to confirm that a child has been
affected. There are some more
samples in the lab which are be-
ing analysed and, in case of con-
firmation, the tally for 2025 may
further increase,” he said. He
added that wild poliovirus was
detected in a four-month-old girl
from Union Council Spinwam-2 in
North Waziristan.

Federal-Provincial Coordination on Balochistan

News Desk:

Key issues concerning
Balochistan, including secu-
rity, development planning,
and public welfare, were dis-
cussed during a high-level
meeting held at the Parlia-
ment House on Tuesday.

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti met Speaker
of the National Assembly
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, with
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
and Governor Balochistan
Sheikh  Jaffar  Khan
Mandokhail also in atten-

nce.
The chief minister briefed the
participants on the prevail-
ing law and order situation
in the province, ongoing and
proposed welfare schemes,
development priorities, and
the importance of effective
coordination between the
federation and the province.
He emphasized that sus-
tained progress, social har-

Reviewed in Islamabad Meeting

mony, and public well-being
in Balochistan depend on
strong institutional coopera-
tion.

Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
highlighted the need to fo-
cus on the rights of women
and youth, social uplift, and
human resource develop-
ment in the province.

He said Balochistan is vital to
Pakistan’s overall growth

and stressed that resolving

the province’s challenges

remains a key priority of the

government.

Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar said the federal govern-
ment is committed to the
swift, transparent, and effi-
cient implementation of
projects in infrastructure,
education, and healthcare in
Balochistan.

He reiterated that the welfare
and development of the
province’s people are being
treated as a national prior-
ity and assured continued
support to the provincial
government.

The meeting agreed that ci
ordinated efforts by parl;
ment, the federal govern-
ment, and the provincial ad-
ministration would help en-

sure long-term develop-
ment, economic stability, and

social  progress in
Balochistan.
The speaker noted that

Balochistan holds a special
place for him and assured
that all possible resources
would be mobilized to ad-
dress the province’s issues.

Participants also acknowl-
edged the role of security
forces and law enforcement
agencies in maintaining
peace and stability in the
province, appreciating their
professionalism and sacri-
fices.

The speaker’s efforts to
strengthen links between
federal and provincial
democratic institutions were
also commended.

The meeting concluded with a
consensus to further deepen
federal-provincial coopera-
tion, maintain close coordi-
nation on shared develop-
ment objectives, and con-
tinue collaboration on pub-
lic welfare initiatives.
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Land Law and Its Importance in Pakistan

By Amir Hamza
Bashir:
Land is one of the
. . . most valuable and con-
Balochistan’s Historic Shift to fsted assts in Pk
Merit-Based Government work that governs the
ownership, possession,

Jobs: Ending Corruption and transfer of land i
. known as Land Law.
and Empowering Youth

certainty for investors
and ordinary citizens
alike

To  overcome
these  challenges,
there is a strong need
for comprehensive
digital record-keeping,
spt,ud]lzc.d land tribu-
nals, and public
awareness campaigns
to educate citizens
about their property
rights.

Land law is not

It ensures that prop-
erty rights are pro-
tected and that dis-
putes over land are re-
solved through legal

and transparent A :
means. — it is the foundation
Historical of ecf)nf)'rnlc stability
and social justice in
Background Pakistan. A fair, trans-
of Land Law {Jargnt, and efficient
. . and management sys-
in Pakistan tem cncu%\ragcs -
The foundation of Land Revenue Act, records ss Paki- terference in property vestment, infrastruc-
1| land laws in Pakistan 1967,and the Transfer stan. However, it has reglslrauon and own- ture development, and
was laid during the ofProperty Act, 1882, often been criticized ership verification. public trust in state i
British colonial era remain the corner- forcorruption, manipu- Despite reforms, stitutions. Strengthes
through legislation stone of land gover- lation, and lack of g Challenges in ing land laws and en-
such as the Land Rev- nance and property transparency. In re- Pakistan’s suring their effective
enue Act and the Reg-  transfer in the country. cent years, the gov- implementation are vi-
istration Act. | Land Record ermment has initiated Land System tal steps toward
After indepen- significant reforms o achieving legal cer-
dence in 1947, these || V1anagement ;o0 o1 puniab tee ke fliogal tainty and sustainable
laws continued to | and Reforms Land Records Author- possession (land grab- growth in Pakistan.
guide Pakistan’s land Traditionally, the ity (PLRA) and other bing), forged docu- The Author is a

management system. Patwari system has provincial projects to ments, and slow judi- Student of LLB (7th
Today, major statutes been responsible for digitize land records cial processes. These Semester).
like the West Pakistan maintaining  land and reduce human in- problems create un-

-

itori: backd deals, and f funds, d

Iha province long bribery — the very Fister inmplementation Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms

plagued by nepotism practices that have of  development
d job-selli - bbed d i jects. 4 L

dals) Balochistan young people of ope - When resources Needed to Fix the Crisis

Chief Minister Mir portunities for de- reach the people in-

Sarfraz Bugti has cades. stead of corrupt pock- __Anjeela Kayn tended to accommodate  Zarghoon Road, where partment, 2024). ernment has revisited the

taken & bold mnd wele " “This merit-based ot infrastiuciure, Quetta, once a city the city's rapid popula- vehiclesmoveatasnail's -~ Despite periodic Quetta Mass Transit
P Dasec el nras ? Known for its peaceful tion growth and rising pace during peak hours. crackdowns, including Train project,

Gome Stja“d' He 1}"“5 g“l‘“‘l‘j‘?““‘ drive in education, and health ;4 " ol facecan  number ofvelicles. Al With noaltemative - the 2023 sizure of 113 financial  con-

eclared zero toler- Balochistan is more services improve — eqcqjating traffic crisis. ~though the city routes or bypasses, all NCP vehicles worth Rs ~straints have delayed its

ance for corruption, than administrative laying the foundation Eyery day, thousands of builtafier the 1935 earthtraffic is- fanncled 982 million (ARY News, execution, leaving resi-

favoritism, and the reform; it is a lifeline ~ for sustained economic - commuters  endure quake, its road capacity through these roads, 2023), dents without an efl
sale of government for the province’s edu- growth. hours of gridlock, navi- has remained largely un- - causing massive dc]ay; enforcement efforts ~ cient alternative to pri-
posts — and he is cated youth. Equallyimportant, - gating congested roads, ~changed, struggling to Key intersections, in- have failed to stem the vate transport.
backing his words By ensuring gov- fair job opponumues reckless drivers, and de- support over 1.2 million cluding Balochistan Uni- tide. Quetta’s traffic po- Encluathmcnlaand
with action. crnment jobs go to address a major (eriotinginfrastructure. residents and the thou-  versity Chowk, lice estimate that 40% of ~ llegal

The announce- qualificd candidates source of youth frus- melixckshd\ysandmo— sanlds of vehicles added . Melgzm(]l(,‘bowk,nr}d \':e};‘lcles in the cityare Parkmg Worsen

11 : 5 San i - torcycles to private cars, each year. rince Road, frequent] either unregistered or ‘ongestion

ment ?“gl{"s 111 Fi- “"hl:"'_ Ehaﬂ relatives ration inthe Drovince. e Sverwholming num. - Rey roads such s experience severe traffic NCP(Thmk%'mn:pona— Unauthorized stalls
nance Department or those who can pay, - Giving young Baloch qr of yehicles clogs ma- Jinnah' Road, Sariab  jams. tion, 2023), worsening and illegal parking oc-
vacancies through a the initiative restores the chance to serve jor roads, while en- Road, Liaquat Bazaar, The Surge of congestion and lawless- cupynearly 30% of road
fully online, paperless, hope and dignity. their homeland on ‘croachments and illegal Masjid Road, and Non-Custom Paid ness on the roads. space in busy commer-
and 100% merit-based As ChicfMinister merit can reduce parking worsen thesitu- Zarghoon Road have (NCP)and Unregistered Lack of a Proper  cial zones such as Prince
recruitment process Bugti has promised, alienationand contrib- ation. become perpetual bottle-  Vehicles Public Transport System  Road and Jinnah Road
marks a genuine turn- the model will soon ute to lasting peace. The city's transport  necks, choked by illegal The unchecked in-  Unlike other major (Think Transportation,
ing point for transpar- expand to all depart- Chicf Minister Systemison the brink of encroachments, unregu- flux of non-custom paid inPakistan, Quetta  2023). Street vendors set

iti
collapse, demanding im-  lated parking, and an (NCP) and unregistered ~lacks an organized pub- up shop on sidewalks,
mediate intervention ever-increasing number vehicles has com- lic transport system. forcing pedestrians onto
from bothauthoritiesand ~ of vehicles. Without a pounded the traffic cri- With no buses or mass the roads, while shop-

ent governance in ments, creating a cul- Sarfraz Bugti’s focus
Balochistan. ture where talent, not on merit, technology-
For the first ti

) a connections, deter-  driven transparency, - regidents, Thisarticle ex- ~ structured urban trans- ~sis. transit options, resi- keepers extend their
in the province’s his- mines success. and accountability of-  plores the root causes of ~port model, these roads A 2010 report esti- dents relyon rickshaws, businesses onto public
tory, candidates will The broader im- fers real hope. If these Quetta’s traffic woes, remain gridlocked, af- mated over 50,000 NCP motorcycles, and private ~ spaces, further restrict-
apply and be tested pact on Balochistan’s anti-corruption re-  identifies the most af fectingdailylifeandeco- vehicles on cars, further clogging ingtraffic flow.
entirely online. development and sta- forms in Balochistan fected areas, and outlines nomic activity. Balochistan’s roads, the roads. Over 50,000 Deteriorating Road
Qualifications will bility could be pro- are implemented with urgent solutions to re- Major Traffic Chal- ~causing an annual rev- nckshdwsopcldtcwnhm Conditions
be verified instantly, found. consisteney, they can Store order to the roads. lenges in Quetta enue loss of Rs 15 billion  the city, creating con- Over 60% of
and successful appli- Transparent hir- transform governance, The Strain on Severe Congestion to the national exche- gestion in already Quetta’sroads are in dis-
Sants Wil receive b ing moans better- unlock the motential of Quetta’s Road Infrastruc- —on Key Roads quer. packed areas like Masjid - repair, riddled with pot-
P~ Ing P ture Traffic congestion By 2024, this num- Road and Liaquat Bazaar holee cracks, and poor

pointment letters qualified civil ser- the province’s youth, ™" gueta's road net- is worst in commercial ber has surged to nearly (Traffic Survey: Quetta drainage  system
within an hour. This vants, leading to more  and seta powerful ex- - work, originally de- hubs such as Liaquat 80,000, withasignificarit Smart and Safe City, (INRIX, 2024). " Roads

fast, fair system elimi-  efficient public ser- ample for the rest of signed during the colo- Bazaar, Masjid Road, concentration in Quetta 2023). such as Joint Road,
nates middlemen, vices, reduced wast- Pakistan. nial era, was never in- Jinnah Road, and (Exciseand Taxation De- Although the gov-  Sariab Road,
Neither Cap talism nor Communism

Communism fail be-
The Cold War may have cause they represent ex-
ended, but the ideologi- tremes one suffo-

cal clash between Capi- cates freedom; the other

talism and Communism breeds inequality. Islam,

continues to shape glo- however, offers a bal-

bal politics, economics, anced socio-economic

and international rela- philosophy that harmo-
ISt

tions. Even today, global
alliances reflect these and social welfare.

old ideological divi- The Islamic ec
sions. nomic system allows p
However, both vate ownership and bus
Capitalist and Commu- ness freedom, but regu-
nist systems have failed lates them through moral

to manage political and and legal checks. The

socio-economic affairs obligation of Zakat

effectively. One system (charity) redistributes

S sses sona wealth, preventing con-
centration in the hands
ofa

ens mcqudllty Both few.

carry serious siructural Meanwhile, the pro-
flaws that make them un- hibition of Riba (usury)
suitable for modern so- ensures financial fair-
cieties. ness and discourages

“This calls fora new, exploitation. Together,
balanced approach — these principles foster
one found in the Islamic cconomicjustice, social
socio-economic and po- cohesion, and sustain-
litical philosophy, which able development.
follows a middle path Conclusion
between the two ex- Neither Capitalism
tremes. o S I

Azizur Rehman Agha

The Flaws of Com-
munism tion to humanity’s politi-
Communism lies at cal and economic chal-

one extreme of the ideo- lenges. Both contain in-

logical spectrum. It sup- herent flaws — one cur-
presses individual free- tails human freedom, the
doms such as speech, other destroys social

press, and trade. equality.

Historical examples The Islamic socio-
from Maoist China dur- cconomic model, how-
ing the Cultural Revolu- ever, offers the ideal
tion (1966-1976) show middle path — balanc-

how intellectual expres- Economically, pers development and lies Capitalism, which alists while exploiting withrapid industrializa- growing inequality, ing individual rights
sion was crushed Communism eliminates ~ limits prosperity. The se-  has cnablcd J\h‘ 1% of ingcl der  tion and profit maximiza- I decay, and eco- with collective welfar

books and music not pnvdlc property and vere restrictions on ba- the world’s population Capitalis fit takes tion has led to environ- logical harm — make With its emphasis on ju:

aligned with party ideol- discourages entrepre- sic rights and freedoms to control more wealth precedence over people mental destruction, re- Capitalism an unfit tice, equality, and moral
ogy were banned, and neurship. Without per- make C un-  than the % — workers are overbur- ~source depletion, and cli- model for an equitable, ~responsibility, Islam pre-
private libraries were de-  sonal incentive, in sustainable in modern combined. cal vi mate crises. sustainable society. sents the most sustain-
stroyed. Similarly, in the  viduals lose motivation nation-states. This system inher- s ften s: ce It prioritizes wealth The Islamic Socio- able and humane politi-
USSR, any deviation toinnovate and work for The Problems with ently promotes eco- for industri Economic Philosophy: A cal and economic phi-

from party thought was
treated as a crime.

cconomic growth. As a  Capitalism nomic inequality, em- Furthermore, sustainability. These in- Balanced Approach losophy for the modern
result, this system ham- On the other end powering elite industri- Capitalism’s obs ternal —  BothCapitalismand  world.
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Consensus on matters of
national security need of
the hour, DG ISPR says

NEWS DESK:Inter- said supporting op- through mosques and
Services Public Rela- pressed peoples is other religious plat-
tions (ISPR) Director Pakistan’s moral re- forms, it said, adding
General Lieutenant sponsibility,” itadded. that it was also agreed
General Ahmed Sharif He stressed that to adopt a zero-toler-
Chaudhry has stated public awarenessand a ance policy against hate
that unity and consen- truth-based narrative and
sus on matters of na- were decisive tools in sectarianism.The com-
tional security and nar-  countering the enemy’s mmee also proposed

@
;S

rative s the need of the  p warfare, ing awaren
hour, Radio Pakistan the report said. and guidance sessions
reported on Tuesday. Terming the meet- in mosques, seminar-

According to the ing as highly produc- ies and universities to
report, he made the re- tive, the DG ISPR ex- effectively promote the
marks as a delegation pressed hope for fur- state narrative.
of the National ther progress in build- The DG ISPR’s
Paigham-i-Aman Com-  ing trustand enhancing meeting comes less
mittee (NPAC), led by practical cooperation in  than a week after Chief|
its Chairman Hafiz the days ahead, itsaid. of Defence Forces
Tahir Mahmood Meanwhile, the (CDF) and Chief of]
Ashrafi, met with the NPAC delegation ex- Army Staff (COAS)
DG ISPR in pressed unwavering Field Marshal Asim
Rawalpindi. solidarity with Munir emphasised the

“Speaking on the Pakistan’s  armed army’s zero-tolerance
occasion, the DG ISPR  forces and reaffirmed policy towards any
emphasised that unity their collective resolve threats to national se-
and consensus on mat- to counter anti-state curity.
ters of national security narratives and hostile The CDF had
and narrative were the propaganda, it said. made the remarks
need of the hour,” it Assuring full coop-  while addressing offic-
said. eration in promoting ers during a visit to

He sand a compre- the national narrative, Lahore Garrison,

the i strongly where he also reaf-
held on internal secu- condemned Fitna al firmed the military’s
rity challenges in the Khawarij as well as the resolve to respond to
context of Fitna al Afghan Taliban, stress- evolving challenges

PTI Moves to Appoint Mehmood
Khan Achakzai as Opposition Leader
in National Assembly

Dawood Ahmed, News
Desk: ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has formally nomi-
nated Pashtunkhawa
Milli Awami Party
(PKMAP) Chairman
Mehmood Khan
Achakzai for the post of
Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the National As-
sembly, party sources
confirmed on Tuesday.

PTI Chairman Bar-
rister Gohar Ali Khan
said the nomination pa-
pers have been submit-
ted to the National As-
sembly Speaker, making
this the second time the
party has put forward
Achakzai’s name for the
influential parliamentary
role.

The development
comes after National
Assembly Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq reopened the pro-
cess for appointing the
opposition leader, a po-
sition that has remained
vacant for nearly five
months. The slot fell
empty following the dis-

Aol e id

qualification of PTI
leader Omar Ayub in
August 2025.According
to the written request
submitted to  the
Speaker on January 12,
opposition members ex-
pressed confidence in
Achakzai’s leadership
and parliamentary expe-
rience. The letter referred

to Rule 39 ofthe National
Assembly’s Rules of
Procedure, which states
that the opposition
leader must be chosen
from among members
who enjoy the support
of a majority on the op-
position benches.

The document em-
phasized that Mehmood

Khan Achakzai has the
backing of most opposi-
tion lawmakers, making
him a consensus candi-
date for the constitu-
tional office. Italso high-
lighted that the timely
appointment of an oppo-
sition leader is crucial for
ensuring effective parlia-
mentary oversight and

strengthening demo-
cratic processes.

Opposition mem-
bers urged the Speaker
to complete the neces-
sary formalities in line
with parliamentary rules
and past traditions, and
to announce Achakzai’s
appointment at the ear-
iest.

Pakistan seeks out-of-court settlement to scrap IP pipeline

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
has conveyed to Iran its
intention to shelve the
Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas
pipeline project under
an out-of-court settle-
ment framework, while
also offering to revive
the project if a waiver
from United States sanc-
tions can be secured,
sources said on Mon-

o
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* The 1p gas pipeline
project has remained
stalled since 2014 due to
US sanctions against
Iran, despite Tehran
granting i

Khawarij, Tehreek-i- mg that \erronsm had with lism
Taliban Pakistan and nder and i
Tehreek-i-Taliban Af- any circumstances, the He said the armed
ghanistan, which fur- report said. forces “remained com-
ther strengthened the The committee mitted to safeguarding
shared stance of all also announced plans Pakistan’s sovereignty,
stakeholders, it said.  to disseminate the mes- territorial integrity and

“Reiterating sage of Islamic unity, internal stability, while
Islamabad’s principled social harmony and promoting discipline,
position on Kashmir constitutional equality excellence and selfless
and Gaza, DG ISPR across the country national service”.

3 women suffocate in Rawalpindi
due to gas leak from geyser: police
}

2

NEWS DESK:Three
women died due toa gas
leak at an apartment in
Rawalpindi on Tuesday.

Initially, Rescue
1122 spokesperson
Usman Guijjar had told
Dawn that the incident
was an explosion
caused by a suspected
gas leak.

However, Imtiaz
Nair, a sub-inspector at
Rawat police station,
said that all the victims
suffocated because of a
gas leak from an instant y
geyser. to the site, following dows and doors to ven-

Meanwhile, a Res-  which a search and res- tilate the house and re-
cue 1122 statement, cue operation was initi- locate all residents to a
which confirmed the ca- ated. safe place outside the
sualties, said one It further stated that  house, i
woman found uncon- Rawalpindi District Emer- The incident comes
scious at the scene had  gency Officer Engineer two days after an explo-
been taken to a hospital beghalu]lah pointed to sion in Islamabad on
where she was being a “significant increase” Sunday claimed the lives
provided medical assis- in gas leak incidents due  of eight people, includ-

tance. to the increased use of ing a newlywed couple.

According to Res- gas heaters and stoves Twelve people were
cue 1122, the ages of the  at homes duringthe win-  injured in the explosion,
deceased women were ter season. which officials said

45, 60and 70 years, while Rescue 1122 said seemed to have been
the one who lost con- most of these incidents caused by a gas cylin-
sciousness was 23 years were a consequence of der, but a thorough in-
old. “minor negligence”, ad-  vestigation would deter-

The statement said  vising citizens not to mine the exact cause.
the incident occurred in - turn any electricity Taking notice of the in-
Bahria Town Phase VII, switch on or off if they cident, Prime Minister
and two emergency ve- smell gas, nor light a Shehbaz Sharifhad also
hicles as well as five res-  match in such a situa- ordered an inquiry into
cue personnel were sent  tion. Instead, open win-  the explosion.

FCC takes up first case at
new premises

NEWS DESK:The Fed- Bagqar Najafi and K.K. housed in the buildin,

cral Constitutional Court Agha, Ly Minister - designated for the Fed-
finally settled into its Azam Nazeer Tarar, At- eral Shariat Court (FSC).
newly renovated build-  torney General for Paki- The FCC had to

ing on Constitution Av- stan Mansoor Usman move to the IHC after
enue on Monday, where  Awan, Supreme Court FSC judges resisted the
FCC Chief Justice Bar Association Presi- plan and denied access

Amin-uddin Khan pre- dent Haroonur Rashid, to their premises.
sided over a bench to FCC Registrar Hafeez Courtroom No. 1
resume hearing chal- Khan, along with law- has been completely re-
len%1 's to the imposition  yers and staff of the new  vamped with new furni-
e super tax inside establishment, ture and fixtures, replac-
the refurbished Court- The FCC hasatotal ing the older seating,
room No. 1. sanctioned strength of along with the installa-
Before the hearing, 13 judges. Soonafier its tion of a modern audio
Khan the FCC  system to facilitate law-

inaugurated the new was. shifted to. the yers and litigants.
courtbuildingina simple  Islamabad High Court However, a senior
ceremony attended by on a temporary basis, ~lawyer expres-sed disap-
Justices Syed Hasan though it was ongmally pointment over the
izvi, envisaged that the new ~curre-ntly available fa-

Aamir Farooq, Ali apex court would be cilities in the buil-ding.

more than a decade. Iran
has also initiated legal
proceedings  over
Pakistan's failure to ex-
ecute the project within
the stipulated timeframe.
According to the
sources, Iran has agreed
to extend the gas sale
agreement for another 10
years in an effort to put
the IP gas pipeline
project back on track.
Pakistan, however, con-
veyed an Calternative op-
tion of implementing the
project only if US sanc-

tions waiver is ob(amed

"Pakistan wants the
agreement extended if
the US grants a sanc-
tions waiver, along with
reduced gas volumes
and lower prices from
Iran," a source close to
the development told
The Express Tribune.
Both sides have been
engaged in backdoor di-
plomacy, and the issue
was also raised with

high-profile dignitaries
visiting Islamabad.
Discussions with
various government of-
ficials indicated that Pa-
kistan had already in-
formed Iran of its desire
to scrap the project due
to Washington's sanc-
tions against Tehran.
Officials said Pakistan is
also facing lower domes-
tic gas demand, while
Qatar is scheduled to

supply 24 LNG cargoes
in 2026."For now, Paki-
stan does not need ad-
ditional gas because of
low demand, " an official
said, adding that IP gas
prices were also higher
than prevailing LNG
prices in the country.
"Pakistan is also under
pressure from the United
States regarding the IP
gas pipeline project.”
Pakistan had previ-

ously sought a waiver
from the United States to
execute the IP gas pipe-
line project, which Wash-
ington declined to grant.
Matthew Miller, a
spokesperson for the
State Department during
the previous administra-
tion, had warned that
the US would continue
enforcing sanctions
against Iran,

"And as a matter of
course, we also advise
anyone considering
business deals with Iran
to be aware of the poten-
tial ramifications of
those deals," Miller, who
served under then pre:
dent Joe Biden's admin-
istration, had said.

Iran maintains that
it has completed its por-
tion of the pipeline, while
Pakistan has yet to be-
gin construction on its
side. Officials said Iran
remains willing o extend
the gas sale agreement
for another decade, but
Pakistan wants to shelve
the project due to US
sanctions and weak do-
mestic demand.

PTI violated commitments made in preparation
for KP CM’s Slndh visit, says Sharjeel Memon

NEWS DESK:Sindh Se-
nior Minister Sharjeel
Memon on Tuesday as-
sailed the PTI for not
honouring commitments
made in preparation for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi’s recent Sindh
visit.

Memon’s  com-
ments come a day after
the KP CM concluded
his visit to the province.
On Monday, the chief
minister decried the
treatment of him and his
entourage in Karachi,
saying that the provin-
cial government had
“desecrated” the
honour of the Sindhi
ajrak and topi.

Addressing a press
conference in Karachi,
Memon expressed his
view that the PTI “did
not care for the respect
they had been accorded
during the visit”.

“We do not care
about their speeches:
however, violations were
committed, and all they
did was blame the Sindh
government.”

Addressing  the
events that transpired
duringthe KP CM’s visit,

emon said that the
Sindh government was
in contact with represen-
tatives from the KP gov-
ernment, and the two
had “chalked out” the
schedule for the
visit. Memon maintained
that the PTI “violated
every commitment they
made earlier”.

“There was a threat
alert issued as well by
security institutions; we
did not disclose it to the
public; however, the KP
government was in-
formed,” the minister
said.He said that, keep-
ing in view the security
situation, Sindh Local
Government Minister

W.’

Nasir Hussain Shah as-
sured the delegation of
protection and facilities,
but he urged them “not
to engage in anything
that disrupts daily life
and puts the safety of
the delegation at risk”.

Memon recalled:

“The first day, they were
informed by Nasir Shah
sahib to stay clear of
certain areas, consider-
ing the threat, yet in the
evening, they Were seen
in the District South®.

The Sindh minister
further told the media,
“Security plans are pre-
decided before any such
events [...] to prevent
any unfortunate inci-
dents”.

“When they went to
Hyderabad, they took an
unapproved route on
their way back to
Karachi,” he added,
contrary to Afridi’s
claims of his convoy be-
ing forced to take such
a route due to road-
blocks.

The minister de-
tailed that the PTI del-

egation took the route of
the Hyderabad Bridge,
where Memon said the
delegation “got stuck in
traffic for a couple of
hours™.

Nasir had also re-
futed Afridi’s claims,
saying that police ac-
companied the KP C!
on his wayto Karachi via
the “safest routes™.

On Afridi’s planned
meeting with Sindh CM
Murad Ali Shah, which
the PTI said had been
scheduled for January
12 but did not take place,
Memon claimed that the
KP CM House decided
the meeting’s time by
themselves, without
consulting the other
side.

However, as CM
Murad had other impor-
tant meetings already
scheduled, it was con-
veyed to the KP CM
House that Memon
could meet wherever
Afridi wished to“if there
were any important is-
sues to discuss”.

When asked about

i/

the PTI’s stance on the
‘meeting being cancelled
by the Sindh CM House,
Memon said it was “full
of lies”.

The minister also
disputed the PTI's
claims that the gates of
Karachi’s Bagh-i-Jinnah
had been locked despite
the permission for the
party to hold a rally.

Memon asserted
that the ground did not
even have gates in the
first place. He added, “If
there are police mobiles
inside the ground, they
are present there to pro-
vide security.”

The Sindh govern-
‘ment had permitted the
PTI to hold a rally at
Bagh-i-Jinnah.

However, the PTI,
citing a delay in receiv-
ing the permit, an-
nounced a change in
venue, saying it would
stage the’ gathering at
one of the gates of
Mazar-i-Quaid, Finally,
CM Afridi briefly ad"
dressed hundreds near
Mazar-i-Quaid.

“Attempt to recreate
May 9 events’

Memon further al-
leged that a “very dan-
gerous attempt was
made to recreate the
events of May 9, 2023 in
Karachi”, mentioning
the vandalism of media
vehicles on January 11.
He asserted that the pro-
vineial government and
police displayed “pa-
tience” while dealing
with the situation.

The minister re-
called that in
Hyderabad, the PTI be-
gan “criticising the
Sindh government again
and started name-call-
ing”, apparently refer-
ringto CM Afridi’s com-
ment about President
AsifAli Zardari.

“What do you think
the Sindh government is
going to gain if you get
stuck in traffic for a few
hours? What benefit will
we get out of this teas-
ing?” the minister ques-
tioned.

“If our behaviour
had been similar to that
of PTI in the past, we
would not have wel-
comed them at all,*
Memon added.

You (PTI) were
planning to cause mis-
chief[...] we told them
that ‘please only do what
has already been ap-
proved’,” the senior
minister said.

Memon said that
the Sindh government
cave PTI “full assur-
ances and facilitated
them”, but they took
“unfair advantage” of it.

He further asserted
that no “wheel-jamming*
will be allowed on Feb-
ruary 8, when asked
about the KP CM's re-
ported remarks to “bring
the entire country to a
halt” as part of the PTI’s
protest plan.
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Work on ML-I project to commence from Karachi Port in July this year: Abbasi

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Rai
ways Muhammad Hanif
Abbasi has announced
that work on the Main
Line- (ML) project will
commence from Karachi
Port in July 2026.
During his visit to

Karachi and a meeting
with Chairman Karachi
Port Trust (KPT), Rear
Admiral (R) Shahid
Ahmed, the minister said
that a joint strategy has
been finalized to enhance
the port’s logistics and
cargo handling perfor-

mance.
Both sides agreed to
strengthen the railway
system to ensure effi-
cient transportation of
cargo from Karachi Port,
said a press release is-
sued here on Tuesday.
The minister out-

lined major reform initia-
tives in the cargo trans-
port sector, stressing
that serious efforts are
underway to shift freight
movement from road to
rail in order to improve
efficiency and reduce
loglsucs costs.

He said Pakistan
Railways would signifi-
cantly expand its cargo
handling capacity in the
coming months. As part
ofthis initiative, the rail-
way infrastructure con-
nected to Karachi Port
will be upgraded and

made more effective.
Hanif Abbasi fur-
ther announced that the
54-kilometer railway sec-
tion between KPT and
Pipri will be modernized
to facilitate faster and
smoother cargo move-
ment. He said that Paki-

stan Railways plans to
operate four freight
trains daily within the
next five months, a step
expected to play a cru-
cial role in promoting
rail-based cargo trans-
portation.

Chairman KPT Rear

Admiral (R) Shahid
Ahmed reaffirmed that
bulk cargo transporta-
tion would be prioritized
through rail and stated
that KPT would upgrade
its internal railway tracks
to support enhanced
freight operations.

[ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
President Patrick Johansson.

from Ericsson led by}

Govt, opposition
reach consensus
on appointing
newopposition
leader in NA

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The government and
opposition have reached
a consensus on appoint-
ing a new opposition
leader following the dis
qualification of PTDs
Omar Ayub as Leader of
the Opposition in the
National Assembly,
According to
sources, Achakzai will be
the sole candidate of the
united opposition. NA
Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq assured that
Achakzai will be ap-
pointed as the Leader of
the Opposition after
completing the required
legal formalities.
ources said the
NA speaker will fulfill all

tion of opposition leader.

The PTI delegation
included Barrister Gohar
Ali, Asad Qaiser, Aamir
Dogar and Iqbal Afridi,
while Federal Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry
was also present at the
meeting.

Spcakmg tothe me-
dia, PTIChairman Barris-
ter Gohar Ali said that
the appointment of the
opposition leader would
be made by Thursday.
He said the Speaker
holds the authority to
issue the notification at
any time, adding that
once the opposition
leader is appointed in
the National Auembly,
the in the

before issuing the noti-
fication for the appoint-
ment.

Earlier, a Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
delegation met speaker
of the National Assem-
bly and formally submit-
ted the nomination of
Achakzai for the posi-

Senate will also fullcrw
He further said that
there is no forward bloc
within PTI, and that the
party’s founder was,
and will remain its chair-
man. He added that no
political committee can
alter PTI founder Imran
Khan’s decisions.

Heavy fog forces
closure of several

motorway sections

LAHORE  (INP):
Heavy fog in plain ar-
eas of Punjab, Sindh
and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on night
between Monday and
Tuesday forced clo-
sure of several
motorway sections af-
ter visibility dropped,
Dunya News re-
ported. According to
the Motorway Police
spokesperson,
Motorway M1 from
Peshawar to Burhan,
Motorway M2 from
Lahore to Islamabad,
Motorway M3 from
Faizpur to Jaranwala,
Motorway M4 from
Pindi Bhattian to
Abdul Hakin,
Motorway M5 from
Multan to Rohri and
Motorway M11 from
Lahore to Sambrial
have been closed for
all kind of traffic.
Motorway Police
spokesperson said the
closures were neces-
sary to protect lives
and property amid
hazardous weather
conditions. Authorities

have warned that lane
violations during fog
can lead to serious ac-
cidents, urging drivers
to strictly follow lane
discipline. Motorists
have been advised to
use fog lights, reduce
speed, and maintain a
safe distance from
vehicles ahead while
driving. Citizens plan-
ning to travel have
been instructed to pre-
fer daytime journeys.
The Motorway Police
has defined safe travel
timings between
10:00am and 6:00pm,
when visibility is rela-
tively better. The po-
lice further advised
the public to avoid un-
necessary travel and
contact the Motorway
helpline 130 for guid-
ance or assistance
during fog- relaled dis-
ruptions, Motorway
Police said that moni-
toring teams are de-
ployed on major routes
to ensure safety and
manage traffic flow as
weather conditions
evolve.

Ten key sectors open for investment at
Pak-China Agriculture Conference

ISLAMABAD (INP):

Pakistan has intensified
efforts to draw Chinese

According to a
Gwadar Pro's report,
(hese seclors include

into its agri-
culture sector ahead of
the Pakistan—China Ag-
riculture Investment
Conference 2026, as au-
thorities prioritize i
vestment-ready and
commercially viable
projects over policy dis-
cussions.

Officials at the Min-
istry of National Food
Security & Research
(MNFSR) say the con-
ference, scheduled for
January 19 in Islamabad,
is focused on presenting
Chinese investors witl
concrete opportunities
across ten priority agi
cultural sectors identi-
fied for their strong
growth  potential,
scalability, and align”
ment with Chinese mar-
ket demand.

mpula, ag
and precision agricul-
ture solutions; food pro-
cessing and value addi-
tion; the meat and poul-
try mdustry, dairy in-
puts and processed
dairy products; fruits
and vegetables cover-
ing production, cultiva-
tion, processing, and ex-
ports; animal feed and
related value chains;
fisheries and aquacul-
ture including process-
ing; cold chain systems
and agriculture logis-
tics; and food-grade
packaging materials and
equipment.

In the run-up to the
conference, MNFSR has
held a series of online
orientation sessions to
brief Chinese investors

on ventures with clear
implementation plans
and the potential to
move swiftly toward ex-
ecution.

As part of the
preparations, MNFSR
evaluated dozens of
proposals submitted by
Pakistani private compa-
nies through a dedicated
agriculture investment
portal. The evaluation
process assessed com-
mercial  feasibility,

on these priority sectors
and the investment-
ready projects within
them. The sessions, or-
ganized in collaboration
with Pakistan’s diplo-
‘matic missions in China,
were aimed at familiariz-
ing Chinese
agribusiness firms, com-
panies, and investors
with joint venture oppor-
tunities, technology
partnerships, and com-
mercially sound propos-
als to be at
the conference.
‘According to minis-
try officials, the confer-
ence will offer Chinese
investors a curated pipe-
line of bankable projects
spanning modern farm-
ing, value-added
agribusiness, process-
ing, storage, logistics,

integration, and pros-
pects for joint ventures
with Chinese firms. Of

cials said the shortlisted
projects will underpin
targeted business-to-
business engagements
during the conference,
with the aim of facilitat-
of

=

China-Pakistan Neurosurgery Forum held to
fosters medical cooperation

ISLAMABAD (INP)-
The China-Pakistan the China-Pakistan
Neurosurgery Forum  health corridor.

was held at the In his keynote
Zhongshan (Central speech, Dr. Muhammad
South) Hospital of Shahbaz, President of
Wuhan University, mark- the China-Pakistan
ing the launch of the first Medical Association,
phase of the Luojia delivered a presentation
Medical International titled “China-Pakistan
Forum hosted by the Health Corridor: Oppor-
hospital. tunities, Challenges and

The hybrid event Future Perspectives.”

brought together more e provided an
than 35 neurosurgeons, analysis of the current
medical scholars, hospi- ~ healthcare landscape in
tal administrators and Pakistan, reviewed the
international students ongoing collaborative
from both countries who healthcare initiatives
engaged in substantive between the two coun-
discussions both online  tries and proposed ac-
and offline, Gwadar Pro  tionable measures to fur-
reported on Monday.  ther integrate the

advancing the vision of

The session was
also addressed by Pro-
fessor Chen Jincao, head
of the neurosurgery de-
partment at  the
Zhongnan Hospital of

session, Professor Azam
Niaz, Chairman Depart-
ment of Neurosurgery,
King Edward Medical
University, provided a
comprehensive over-
view ofthe development  Wuhan University.
of neurosurgery in Paki- In his remarks, Pro-
stan. fessor Chen highlighted
He outlined exmmg the importance of sus-

clinical capabilities, di tained academic ex-
cussed challenges faced changes and long-term
by local institutions and  partnerships in elevat-
reaffirmed his strong ing neurosurgical stan-
commitment to fostering  dards and healthcare
closer ties with his Chi-  outcomes in both coun-
nese medical counter- tries.

rts. The forum also fea-
tured professional in-
sights and presentations
from other senior hospi
tal leaders, including
Professor Hou Zuoyong

k)
B

Professor Niaz
highlighted the need to
expand training and re-
search opportunities in
China for Pakistani

The forum focused healthcare system and
on deepening collabora- enhance cross-border
tion in clinical practice, health cooperation.

joint medical training, Joining the forum
scientific research and from Lahore in a virtual

and additional medical
experts, whoshared their
expertise and perspec-
tives on bilateral medical
collaboration.

neurosurgeons, as well
as to strengthen coop-
erative mechanisms for
‘managing complex neu-
rosurgical cases.

Bid to foiled smuggle
alarge cache of arms,
ammunition foiled

KOHAT (INP): On the tion is underway, while
special directives of Dis- raids are being con-
trict Police Officer ducted to apprehend fa-

(DPO)  Kohat, cilitators and other mem-
Shehbaz Elahi, the police bers of the smuggling
on Tuesday foiled a ma- network. In a separate
jor attempt to smuggle a  development, the police
large cache of arms and ~ arrested a proclaimed of-
ammunition during a fender The accused
high-profile operation. namely Khyal Gul was
According to the police apprehended during
sources,the MRS police  routine patrolling in the
intercepted a suspicious Mirchungi area. In-
vehicle at the High check ~ charge Shadi Khel Police
post. Upon thorough Post, Roman Khan,
search,the police recov- along with his team, ar-
ered a heavy quantity of - rested the fugitive, who
arms and cartridges con-  was wanted in a murder
cealed in secret com- case. The accused was
partments of the vehicle.  shifted to the concerned
The operation was led police station for further
by Station House Officer legal proceedings.
(SHO), Abid Waseem Meanwhile, the MRS
along with his team. The Police successfully
suspects involved in in-  traced and solved a blind
ter-provincial arms murder case. Following
smuggling were taken the complaint lodged by
into custody. The recov-  the brother of deceased
ered arms and vehicle Amjad, DPO Shehbaz
were seized, anda formal - Elahi issued special in-
case was registered at structions for immediate
MRS Police Station. _investigation. Following
Dt

NA committees present
periodical reports for
first half of 2025

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Several standing com-
mittees of the National
Assembly presented
their periodical reports
for the first half of 2025
during the session at the
lower house on Tues-
day.

Aurangzeb, likewis

pre-

sented its report.
Major (r) Tahir Iqbal
moved for the presenta-
tion of the Standing
Committee on Planning
and Development and
Special Initiati report
for the January—June
MNA Tahira 2025 period.
Aurangzeb, on behalf of Raja  Khurram
the Standing Committee Shahzad Nawaz, Chair-
on Finance, submitted man of the Standing
the committee’s report Committee on Interior
covering the period from  and Narcotics Control,
January 1 to June 30, requested the House to
2025. She was followed condone the delay in
by Malik Muhammad presenting the report on
Amir Dogar, Chairman of  the Capital Development
the S(andmg Committee Authority Amendment
on Religious Affairs and ~ Bill 2025, which he sub-
Interfaith Harmony, who sequently presented.
presented Similarly, Naveed
committee’s report for Qamar sought condona-
the same period. tion for the delay in pre-
Zahra Wadood senting the report on the
Fatimi, representing the Corporate Social Re-
Chairperson of the sponsibility Bill 2025,
Standing Committee on  which was later submi
Human Rights, also sub- ted. Dr. Shazia Sobia
mitted the periodic re- Aslam Soomro, Acting
port, emphasizing the Chairperson of the

inter- O Abid
rogation, the arrested Waseem and his team
smugglers confessed to  utilized modern technol-
planning to transport ogy, evidence, and
the consignment to vari- ground intelligence to
ous cities. The police identify the prime sus-

>swork during - Standing Committee on
the first half of the year.  Federal Education and
The Standing Com-  Professional Training,
mittee on Climate moved for and subse-
Change and Environ- quently presented the re-
ment Coordination, rep- port on the Allied Ins
resented by Tahira tute Multan Bill 2025.

said further investiga- pect.

Ali Pervaiz Malik

RIYADH: Federal Minister for P

and technology-driven
agricultural solutions.
The focus remains

understanding, joint
ventures, and direct in-
vestment i

¥
ISLAMABAD: Japanese Ambassador, Akamatsu Shuichi and, Secretary Economic Affairs, Muhammad
Humair Karim, signing Grant-in-Aid Project between Pakistan and Japan. Japan has extended a|

grant aid of 2,910

illion Japanese Yen to Pakistan for the Project for the Improvement of Child

Health Care Facilities in South Punjab.

Work on ML-T project to commence from
Karachi Portin July this year: Abbasi

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Federal Minis-
ter for Railways
Muhammad Hanif
Abbasi has announced
that work on the Main
Line-I (ML-I) project
will commence from
Karachi Port in July
2026.

During his visit to

Karachi and a meet-
ing with Chairman
Karachi Port Trust
(KPT),
Rear Admiral (R)
Shahid Ahmed, the
‘minister said that a joint
strategy has been fi-
nalized to enhance the
port’s logistics and
cargo handling perfor-
mance.

Both sides agreed
to strengthen the rail-
way system to ensure
efficient transportation
of cargo from Karachi
Port, said a press re-
lease issued here on
Tuesday.

The minister out-
lined major reform ini-
tiatives in the cargo
transport  sector,
stressing that serious
cfforts are underway
to shift freight move-
ment from road to rail
in order to improve
efficiency and reduce
logistics costs.

He said Pakistan
Railways would sig-
nificantly expand its
cargo handling capac-

ity in the coming
months. As part of this
initiative, the railway
infrastructure con-
nected to Karachi
Port will be upgraded
and made more effec-
tive

a crucial role in pro-
moting rail-based
Ldrgo transportation.
Chairman KPT
Rear Admiral (R)
Shahid Ahmed reaf-
firmed that bulk cargo
transportation would
be prioritized through
rail and stated that
KPT would upgrade
its internal railway
tracks to support en-
hanced freight opera-

Hamf Abbasi fur-
ther announced that
the 54-kilometer rail-
way section between
KPT and Pipri will be
modernized to facili-

tate  faster and tions.
smoother cargo move- Both sides reiter-
ment. ated their commitment

He said that Pa-
kistan Railways plans
to operate four freight
trains daily within the
next five months, a
step expected to play

to jointly improving
Karachi Port’s logis-
tics efficiency, with the
aim of strengthening
Pakistan’s trade and
transport network.
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DC Sibi Chairs District Development
Committee Meeting; Rs. 250 Million
Projects Approved Under BSDI Phase-11

SIBI: A meeting of
the District Develop-
ment Committee was
held under the chair-
manship of Deputy
Commissioner Sibi,
Major (R) Ilyas
Kabzai, in which Wing
Commander Colonel
Zubair, Colonel Abdul
Mannan, Assistant
Commissioner Sibi
Mansoor Ali Shah,
Executive Engineer
KESCO Zafar Ali,
Executive Engineer
Urban Planning &
Development Raziq
Murri, and officers
from concerned
partments parti
pated.
While addressing
the meeting, DC Ma-

struction of Tuff Tile
streets, paved roads,
and dramage systems
Establishment of a
separate room for
women and solar sys-
tem at the Police Pub-
lic Library Provision of
classrooms for shel-
ter-less schools in dif-
ferent localities.

The Deputy Com-
missioner  further
stated that Sibi is a hot
region where electric-
ity demand remains
extremely high due to
severe heat.

Therefore, con-
sidering public com-
plaints raised in open
courts, electric trans-
formers worth Rs. 20
million have also been

vided the public with
essential services
cluding health, educa-
tion, clean drinking
water, and other basic
facilities.

He said that
keeping in view the is-
sues raised during
open courts and pub-
lic outreach cam-
paigns, several devel-
opment schemes un-
der BSDI Phase-II
have already been ap-
proved.

He informed that
in Phase-II, education,
healthcare, and clean
drinking water have
been given top priority,
and  development
projects worth Rs. 250
million have been

velopment initiatives is
to ensure timely and
sustainable solutions to
public problems. He
directed all depart-
ments to maintain
transparency, quality,
and speed while ex-
ecuting development
work.

He instructed the
concerned officers to
ensure that all BSDI
Phase-II projects are
completed before the
holy month  of
Ramadan, while the
schemes not included
in Phase-1I will be
considered for ap-
proval under Phase-

Concludmg the
meeting, the Deputy
Ci

Secretary of Agriculture Balochistan
Chairs Key Meeting on Enhancing Pishin
Fruit and Vegetable Market

This, he said,
would contribute sig-
nificantly to the over-
all economic growth
of the area.

Public Awareness
and Communication:
In a bid to keep all
stakeholders in-
formed, it was de-
cided that the Pishin
Market Committee
will regularly publish
advertisements in
newspapers to provide
essential updates and
raise awareness about
the market's activities
and developments.

The full

Kakr, Administrator of
the Pishin Market
Committee, Manzoor
Ahmed, Chairman of
the Union, Ramadan
Khan, along with
union members Abdul
Rahman and
Obaidullah, and other
concerned officials.

Key Highlights of
the Meeting:

Improved Infra-
structure and Facili-
ties: Secretary Noor
Ahmad Parkani em-
phasized that the
government’s respon-
sibility is to provide all
essential facilities to
the businesses operat-
ing within the market.
A comprehensive and
effective plan has al-
ready been prepared
to address these
needs.

QUETTA: A crucial
meeting regarding the
full operationalization
of the Pishin Fruit and
Vegetable Market
was chaired by Secre-
tary of Agriculture
Balochistan, Noor
Ahmad Parkani.

The meeting in-
volved key decisions
to make the market
fully functional and
enhance its role in the
local economy.

The session was
attended by various
officials, including the
Director General of
Agriculture Extension,
Masood Baloch, Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner  Pishin,
Najam Kakr, Director
Economic and Mar-
keting, Abdul Khaliq
Jogizai, Secretary of
the Market Committee Upcoming Inau- and various other fa- riculture, trade, and lo-
Pishin, Shah Zaman guration Ceremony: cilities. cal business activities.

As part of the devel-
opment efforts, a cer-
emony to lay the foun-
dation for a mosque
and other essential fa-
cilities at the Pishin
Fruit and Vegetable
Market will be held on
January 24, with the
participation of se-
lected members of the
provincial assembly,
district administration,
union representatives,
and local dignitaries.
Economic Growth
and Benefits for
Farmers: Secretary
Parkani further high-
lighted that the full ac-
tivation of the market
would not only boost
business activities in
the region but also pro-
vide farmers with bet-
ter market access,
competitive pricing,

operationalization of
the Pishin Fruit and
Vegetable Market is
expected to have a
transformative impact
on the local economy,
fostering growth in ag-

jor (R) Ilyas Kabzai
stated that BSDI
Phase-1 has been suc-
cessfully completed,
for which he ex-
pressed gratitude to
AlmightyAllah, adding
that the project pro-

sanctioned.

The approved
schemes include:

Solarization of
various schools across
Sibi district Solarization
of women halls and
police stations Con-

made it
clear that no negli-
gence or delay will be
tolerated, and all pub-
lic welfare projects
will be completed
within the stipulated
time frame.

approved to resolve
load shedding and
voltage issues, provid-
ing relief to the citi-
zens.

DC Kabzai em-
phasized that the core
objective of these de-

SP Musa Khel Chairs Key Meeting on Integration
of B Area into A Area Police Jurisdiction

cant meeting regardmg
the swift complction of

DC Duki Chairs Key Meeting on Special Support
Program for Education and Healthcare

A crucial was conducted of the parency. The goalisto services.““Ensuring
meeting ing the i provide timelyand un-  Equal Access to Ben-
Special Support Pro- biased support to efits: The Deputy
gram was held under those truly in need. Commissioner high-
the chairmanship of Government lighted that the pro-
Deputy Commissioner Commitment to Pub- gram will be used to
Duki, Mohammad lic Welfare: DC Duki benefit the most vul-
Naeem Khan. emphasized that the nerable sections of

The meeting was Balochistan Govern- society, ensuring that
attended by key offi- ment is committed to no one s left behind in
cials, including District ensuring the provision receiving c: 1 assis-
Education Officer Dr. of essential services tance. This initiative is
Naseeruddin Tokhai, in education and part of the
District Health Officer healthcare through government’s broader
Dr. Bahadur Khan public welfare pro- strategy to promote
Loni, Accounts Of- gram education, health, and
ficer Abdul Bagi, So- social welfare, ensur-
cial Welfare Officer ing that the most dis-
Jahanzeb Khan advantaged communi-
Storiani, and other rel- ties in Duki receive
evant personnel. the support they need

During the meet- for a better quality of
ing, a detailed review life.

DUKI:

by deserving individu-
als secking support
under the Special Sup-
port Program for edu-
cation and medical
treatment.

The applications
were thoroughly ex-
amined to ensure fair-
ness and transparency.

Key Highlights of
the Meeting:

Transparent Re-
view Process: DC
Mohammad Naeem
Khan instructed all
concerned officials to
ensure that the verifi-
cation process of the
applications is con-
ducted with full trans-

The Special Sup-
port Program is an ef-
fective tool designed
to support deserving
families, helping them
access quality educa-
tion and healthcare
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Traffic Officers Recognized for Improving

Traffic lj‘_low with Awards and Cash Prizes

traffic flow.

Successful imple-
mentation of the "No
Parking" initiative
across city roads.

Recognition of ex-
emplary performance
with awards and cash
prizes. These steps are
part of ongoing efforts
to enhance Loralai’s traf-
fic management system
and provide relief to the
city’s residents.

The authorities are
committed to continuing
these initiatives for the

cluding Traffic Police
Incharge  Manzoor
Ahmed Hassani and
other QRF, Levies, and
Traffic Police personnel,
were awarded cash
prizes, shields, and cer-
tificates for their exem-
plary performance during
aceremony at the Deputy
Commissioner’s office.
Speaking on the oc-
casion, Deputy Commis-
sioner Miran Baloch ex-
pressed appreciation for
the honest and efficient
work carried out by the

LORALAI:Deputy
Commissioner of Loralai,
Miran Baloch, com-
‘mended the performance
of the QRF, Levies
Force, and Traffic Police
officers who were as-
signed duties to improve
the city’s traffic system.

Over the course of
one week, these officers
successfully imple-
‘mented the "No Parking"
campaign on various
roads and ensured the
continuous flow of traf-
fic across the city.

which significantly re-
duced traffic issues for
the residents of Loralai.
He mentioned that
the Levies Force is now
officially part of the po-
lice force and urged the
officers to continue
working with the same
integrity and dedica-
tion. "IT you perform
with sincerity and hon-
esty in the police force,
success will undoubt-
edly follow," he said.
QRF, Levies Force,
and Traffic Police play a

The officers, in- QRF and Levies Force, key role in improving benefit of the public.

process
of B Area into A Area un-
der police jurisdiction
was chaired by SP Musa
Khel, Kaleemullah Kakr.
The meeting was at-
tended by all relevant
committee members in-
volved in the integration
process.

In his address, SP
Musa Khel emphasized
that afier the integration
of the Levies Force, the
scope of the police's au-
thority has significantly
expanded. Both the
former AArea and B Area
are now completely un-
der police control.

He assured that the
handover and takeover
process would be com-
pleted in an efficient,
transparent, and smooth
‘manner, as the relevant
committees have already
been formed.

Key Points Dis-
cussed During the Meet-
ing: Successful Integra-
tion of Levies Force:

SP Musa Khel
pointed out that the in-
clusion of the Levies
Force into the police
system has greatly en-
hanced the law enforce-
‘ment capacity in the dis-
trict. He directed the
committee members to
work closely with the
Deputy Commissioner
of Musa Khel to expe-
dite the formal proce-
dures related to the inte-
gration. Equal Treat-
ment for Levies Person-
nel: He also reassured
that after the integration,
all Levies personnel will |
be considered part of the
police force, and no dis-
criminalory treatment
will be allowed. All pro-
cedures will be con-
ducted based on merit
and transparency.

Key Education
Meeting Held
to Discuss
Educational
Development
and Literacy

Challenges

KHUZDAR :Asig-
nificant meeting of the
District Education Group
was held under the
chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner Khuzdar,
Abdul Razzaq Sasoli.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy C
Revenue, Rehmatullah
Baloch, District Educa-
tion Ofﬂcer Abid
Hussain Baloch, Execu-
tive Engineer of the
Communication and
Construction Depart-
ment, Saleem Razaq
Unnrani.

Commitment to
Maintaining Peace: SP
Musa Khel reaffirmed
the commitment to main-
taining peace and order
in the district. Efforts will
be made to create a har-
monious atmosphere be-
tween the police and the
public, in line with the ~doorsteps.““This move law enforcement struc-
vision of the is part of a broader ini- ture in Musa Khel.

WALK IN INTERVIEW.

W

tiative aimed at improv-
ing law enforcement and
governance in the re-
gion. The successful in-
tegration of the Levies
Force into the police
system is expected to
enhance security and
promote a more efficient

Balochistan Govern-
ment.

Public grievances
will be addressed
through open forums
(Khaali Kachheri) at the
grassroots level to en-
sure the resolution of
issues at the people’s
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PIA’s rev1val set in motion with $482 million privatisation deal

NEWS DESK:Arif
Habib, chairman of the
investment firm that
headed the consortium
which secured a 75%
majority stake in Paki-
stan International Air-
lines Corporation Ltd
(PIACL) lgmugh atele-
vised public auction on
December 23, 2025, out-
lined plans to revive the
national carrier during a
media  briefing in
Karachi.

The winning bid of
Rs135 billion (approxi-
mately $482 million)
marked the first major
privatisation of a state-
owned enterprise in
nearly two decades and
underscored Pakistan's
commitment to market-
driven economic reforms
supported by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF). The government
‘will retain the remaining
25% stake, with poten-
tial future discussions
on its acquisition by the

diaspora toward com-
peting airlines.

A central pillar of
the turnaround strategy
will be a renewed focus
on high-value passen-
ger segments, including
Hajj and Umrah pilgrims
travelling to Saudi
Arabia and Pakistanis
living abroad.

These segments,
numbering in the mil-
lions, were historically
loyal to PIA but shifted
to competitors as service
standards declined un-
der state management.
"We intend to regain
their trust by restoring
service quality, safety
and reliability," Habib
said.

Operational plans
include a merit-based
approach to workforce
management. Employ-
ees demonstrating com-
petence and adaptability
will be retained, while
training and coaching
programmes will be of-

consortium or a strategic
foreign partner.

Habib said the
airline's revival will re-
quire disciplined capital
management and profes-
sional governance, rep-
resenting a clear depar-
ture from decades of
sovereign-backed op-
crations. "PIA incurred
losses of nearly Rs800
billion because previous

did no
bother to hedge," he
said. "They assumed
money was going
straight to government

Group Holdings, City
Schools (Private) Limited
and Lake City Holdings
(Private) Limited, a real
estate company. ‘Habib
explained that FFC
joined after the auction
at the consortium's re-
quest. "Fauji Fertiliser
said whoever wins the
auction, they will join
that party,” he said. "We
told them that if they

coffers, so there was
little incentive to man-
age risks from fluctuat-
ing ol prices or currency
devaluation." Under pri-
vate ownership, he
added, every financial
decision carries direct
‘making
risk management, opera-
tional efficiency and
profitability essential.
The consortium's

ownership structure
shows that Fauji
Fertiliser Company Lim-
ited (FFC), a military-af-
filiated and publicly
listed fertiliser giant,
holds 25% of the
privatised stake. The Arif
Habib Group, together
with Fatima Fertiliser,
holds another 25%,
while the remaining 25%
is shared among AKD

fered to those falling
short of performance
benchmarks. Fleet ex-
z pansion is also a prior-
. .| ity, with plans to rais
skills and align with a the number of opera-
performance -oriented tional aircraft from the
culture," he said. current 15 to 18 to 38 in
Heprmeed(hededi- the short term, includ-
cation of PIA employees ing Airbus A3208S,
for keeping the airline Bocing 777s and ATR
operational despite aircraft.
years of systemic Habib said safety
hurdles, weak manage- would remain non-nego-
ment and service chal- tiable, with zero toler-
lenges that drove mil- ance for violations of
lions of Pakistani travel- ~standard operating pro-
lers and members of the ~ cedures.

wanted us to be the
Tmam of this prayer, they
would need to offer the
prayer behind us." He
said FFC's inclusion
added financial heft and
strategic credibility to
the consortium.

he consortium
plans to assume full op-
erational control around
April 2026 and has com-
mitted to reinvesting ap-

proximatelyRs125 billion
from the bid proceeds
into fleet modernisation,
route expansion, debt
management and
broader operational im-
provements. Habib said
no layoffs were planned
for at least one year.
"We want to give cur-
rent employees time to
adjust to the new dy-
namics, polish their

Policies being evolved to support small
and medium enterprises (SMEs)

NEWS DESK:Special highly skilled, much- operate in Bin Qasim and
Assistant to the Prime neededjobs inthe manu- ~surrounding areas, pro-
Minister (SAPM)on In-  facturing sector. viding employment to
dustries and Production He  pledged  the almost 100,000 people
Haroon Akhtar Khan govemmenl s support and producing high- | Regulatory Authority
has said that supporting ~ for the sector, especially ~ quality local parts used | (Nepra) has approved
small and mediumenter- by facllllalmg higher in the the government's mo-

NEWS DESK:The Na-
tional Electric Power

NEPRA leaves end-consumer tariff

unchanged nationwide

lion inFY221020.71 mil- ~sidy of Rs248 billion
lion by June 2025. With - would be picked up by
his shift, the consump-  the federal government.
tion from subsidised Nepra determined the

KWh in the average base
tariff for the calendar
year. Explaining the rea-
sons, the Power Di

unit for the ongoing
year. For the domestic
consumers using more
than 700 units per

prises (SMEs) through volumes of small cars for Ms Seth briefed the tion to keep end-con-
responsive policies and Pakistan’s middle and SAPM on ongoing ini- wmenmffofdismbu_
targeted facilitation will lower-middle classes, tiatives to support SME ompanies
help unlock growth, re- who currently use mo- clusters, including ef- (DISCO;) andK Eleclnc
duce the trade deficit, torcycles. forts to improve access | unchanged for the calen-
and create much-needed  Mr Haroon was briefed  to finance, enhance tech- | dar year 2026.
jobs. by industry representa- nology, and expand mar- In its decision re-
During his visit to tives and Smeda Chief ket linkages. leased on onday,
Techno Auto Glass Ltd, Executive Officer Nadia  The industry stakehold- | Nepra pointed out that
Pak Suzuki Motor Jahangir Seth on the ers pledged to further | the Power Division had
Comp-any Ltd, and contribution of SME increase eir | stated that over the
clusters to Pakistan’s localisation efforts to | years unit sales had
manufacturing and ex- reduce costs and trans- | gone down from 113 bil-
port sectors. fer skilled jobs to Paki- | Tion kilowatt hours
Around 75 companies in stan, creating opportu- | (kWh) in financial year
the automotive and au- nities for the young | 2023 to the projected 101
tomotive parts industry population. billionkWhin CY26, pri-
‘marily due to the influx
of solar net metering and
off-grid solar. The capac-
ity of net metering and
off-grid solar has in-
creased o 6,539 mega-
watts and 12,629MW,
respectively, which
leaves an impact of
around Rs3.5/kWh on
grid rates.

The Ministry of En-
ergy said that the total
revenue requirement of
ex-Wapda DISCOs for
CY26, as determined by
Nepra, had decreased by
Rs142 billion as com-
pared to FY26, resulting
ina reduction of Rs0.62/

Textile exports log fourth
straight monthly decline

NEWS DESK:In what
appears to be major con-
cerns over the country’s
export performance,
Pakistan’s textile and
clothing sector recorded
a2.57 per cent decline in
November, the fourth
straight month of nega-
tive growth, signalling
persistent challenges in
one of the country’s key
industries.

The November de-
cline extends a trend of
volatility in the textile
and clothing industry,
which had scen a sharp
rebound of over 30 per-
cent in July — the first
month of the current fis-
cal year. The stark con-
trast highlights unstable
global demand and on-
going domestic
challe-nges_that con-
tinue to weigh on the
sector’s performance.

fficial data re-
leased by Pakistan Bu-
reau of Statistics on
Thursday showed that
textile and clothing ex-
ports dropped  to
$1.423bn from $1.464bn
in November 2024. This
follows a sharper 11pc
decline in November on
a month-on-month ba-
sis, reflecting ongoing

Qasim Industrial Park on
Monday, he expressed
appreciation for the in-
dustrial infrastructure
that is helping create

and clothing exports
saw a decline of 1.99pc
and 7.34pc year-on-year
in August, following a
strong rebound of over
30pc in July.
Pakistan’s_largest
export-earning industry
ehrankz 57pcin Noven-

Towel  exports
dl%ped 6.31pc in value
8.12pc in quantity in
November whereas cot-
ton cloth went down
9.72pcin value and con-
tracted 5.85pc in quan-
tity, respectively.
arn exports surged
25.59pc YoY in Novem-
ber. The exports of
made-up articles, exclud-
ing towels, dipped by
10.08pc, and tents, can-
vas and tarpaulin went
down by 30.12pc in No-
vember.
The import of syn-
thetic fibre increased
39 44pc, and Ihe arrival

2.47pc in November.
However, other textile
items’ import increased
by7.52pc the period un-
der review.

The import of raw
cotton declined 65.12pe
year-on-year in Novem-
ber. However, the arrival
of second-hand clothes
surged 48.21pc. The im-
port of textile machinery
also grew 11.20pc.

Pakistan’s oil import
bill also grew 1.63pc to
$6.416bn in the first five
months of FY26 from
$6.522bn last year, re-
flecting an uptick in de-
mand, particularly for

"The PBS data
showed exports of
ready-made garments
rose 9.21pe in value and
29.16pc in quantity dur-
ing November, while
knitwear dipped 4.87pc
in value but increased
2.26pc in quantity.
Bedweardmpped 3.43pe

sion that the
‘major factor for the re-
duction in the average
rate was the decrease in
power purchase price for
CY26 as compared to
FY26.The division ex-
plained that although
the average tariff had
been slashed by Rs0.62,
the reduction was eaten
up by the change in
sales mix as subsidised
consumers increased ex-
ponentially from 9.5 mil-

month, the tariffwill be
Rs47.69 per unit, while
for the protected domes-
tic consumers using 1-
100 units, the tariff will
be Rs10.54 per unit, and
for the protected domes-
tic consumers using 101-
200 units, the tariff will
be Rs13.01 per unit.
For the non-pro-
tected domestic con-
sumers using 1-100
units, the tariff will be
Rs22.44 per unit, and for
consumers using 101-
200 units, it w111 be
Rs28.91 per unit. The tar-
iff for 201-300 units Wll]
be Rs33.10 per unit,
while for 301-400 units,
it will be Rs37.99 to
Rs39.05 per unit. The tar-
iff for 401-500 units Wll]
stay at the existing
Rs40.22 per unit. The tar-
iff for consumption of
501-600 units will be
Rs41.62 per unit, and for
601-700 units, it will re-
‘main at Rs42.76 per unit.
For the lifeline domestic
consumers using 1-30
units and 51-100 units,
the tariff will remain un-
changed at Rs3.95 per
unitand Rs7.74 per unit,
respectively.

Govt planning to impose
‘export emergency’

NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment has planned to
announce an ‘export
emergency’ in the coun-
try and create a special
cell at PM Office to ad-
dress problems and
complaints of the busi-
ness community on an
urgent basis for increas-
ing exports by 40pc in
four years and by around
200pc by 2035 for sus-
tainable economic
growth and job creation.

“We will have to
transform the entire sys-
tem and become an ex-
port nation on an emer-
gency basis, otherwise,
the dependence on the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and friendly
countries for financial
support would con-
tinue,” said Minister for
Planning and Develop-
ment Ahsan Iqbal at a
news conference on
Monday.

He conceded the
country’s export perfor-
mance in first four
months (July-October)
was not satisfactory
even though exports
grew by around 1pc. He
also said there were
genuine questions and

wl

rose from  uniform tariffas required
8,527 million kWh in under Section 31(4) of
FY21to 19,711 million  the Act, which included
kWh by June 2025, the impact of previous
It was also submit- year adjustments of
ted that despite the Rs71.572 billion, to be
change in sales mix, the passed on over 12
federal government de- months from the date of
cided to maintain the ex-  notifying the decision.
ing applicable tarifF for The proposed elec-
each category of con- tricity base rates for vari-
sumers and out of the ous categories of do-
total determined rev-  mestic consumers will be
enue requirement of in the range of Rs3.95
Rs3,379 billion, a sub- per unit to Rs47.69 per

free of external crutches
and achieve economic
independence, we have
to leapfrog exports.
There is no other op-
tion,” he said.

“The minister said a
committee he led pro-
posed comprehensive
measures to the PM, in-
cluding announcement
for an export emergency,
rapid payment of re-
funds and a special unit
in the PM Office with a
dedicated hotline tasked
with listening to export-
ers and businesses
sues for settlement on
emergency basis.

quickly but it was a prag-
matism decision of the
government not to rush
for growth through con-
sumerism as was done
by the previous govern-
ment in 2022.
To gain quick
growth to 6pc in 2022,
the then government fa-
cilitated consumerism
by opening imports
which increased growth
rate but created $50bn
trade deficit that evapo-
rated the country’s for-
eign exchange reserves

felt even today despite
corrective measures.

Ahsan Igbal says
special cell to be created
at PM Office for ad-
dressing hurdles to
achieving ‘40pc growth’
target

“We don’t have to
go for artificial growth
but the one which is
backed by all sectors of
economy including agri-
culture, industry and ex-
ports for sustainable
path.

This can only be
done through pragma-
tism.

If we were to break

devaluation and infla-
tion whose impacts are

d artificial

challenges in the sector.
§ilk yarn increased by

In September, extile

X

in value and 4.37pc in products and

quantity.

petroleum crude.

GDP
was not growing fast
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Australia captain Alyssa Healy to retire after
upcoming India series

NEWS DESK:Alyssa
Healy, a mainstay of
Australia’s dominant
women’s cricket team
for 15 years and latterly
its captain, has an-
nounced that she will
retire from the game
after the upcoming
multi-format series
against India.

The 35-year-old
wicketkeeper-batter
was part of two one-
day international World
Cup triumphs and six
successful T20 World
Cup campaigns before
taking over as skipper
after the retirement of
Meg Lanning in late
2023

“It’s with mixed
emotions that the up-
coming India series
will be my last for Aus-
tralia,” she said in a
statement on Tuesday.

“I'm still passion-
ate about playing for
Australia, but I've
somewhat lost that
competitive edge that’s
kept me driven since
the start, so the time
feels right to call it a

day.

“I'll genuinely
miss my teammates,
singing the team song
and walking out to open
the batting for Austra-
lia”

Healy made her
Australia debutin 2010
and scored 3,563 runs
with seven centuries in
one-day internationals
and 3,054 with a single
hundred in Twenty20s

for her country, as well
as making 275 dismiss-
als behind the stumps.

“Alyssa is one of
the all-time greats of
the game and has made
an immeasurable con-
tribution_both on and
off the field over her
15-year career,” said
Cricket Australia Chief
Executive Todd
Greenberg.

As a mark of her

NEWS DESK:Saood
Variawa won the eighth
stage of the Dakar Rally
in a South African one-
two with Henk Late-ga
on Monday as Nass
Al-Attiyah saw his over-
all lead cut to four min-
utes in the Saudi Arabian
desert.

Dacia Sandriders driver
Al-Attiyah finished fifth
and one minute and 16
seconds behind 20-year-
old Toyota SA driver
Variawa, who beat fac-
tory entry Lategan by
three seconds on the
483km loop around the
southern city of Wadi
Ad Dawasir.

The Qatari’s closest rival
Mattias Ekstrom was
third for Ford in the long-
est stage of the 48th edi-
tion of the rally.

“The car was perfect on
a very long stage on
whichit was difficult to
keep up with the pace,”
said Variawa.

“In the dunes, we navi-
gated well while a lot of
others got lost. At times
we went our own way
and perhaps that’s
where we made a differ-
ence. We pushed and
overtook other cars. It

S E

for Australia in three
ODIs and a single test
against India in Febru-
ary and March.
Women’s cricket
has come on in leaps
and bounds during
Healy’s career but.
Despite having
missed only two for
Australia since her de-
but in January 2011,
her final match will be
only her 11th test.

status in Australia,
Healy was never de-
fined by her relation-
ship with her uncle,
Australia
wicketkeeping great
Tan, nor her husband,
test paceman Mitchell
Starc.

She had already
announced her retire-
ment  from T20
internationals and will
play her last matches

Variawa wins Dakar eighth stage,
Al-Attiyah retains overall lead

was difficult in the and was within 17 min-

dust.” utes of his leading team-
Last year’s Dakar runner- - mate.
up Lategan moved up to  “We made a little mistake

close to the finish and
we lost around three
minutes,” said Al-
Attiyah, a five times
Dakar winner. “But OK,
T am really happy from
the performance. We
don’tlose alot of time. I
think we did a good job.”
Predictions that this
year’s Dakar would be
the closest battle yet
were backed up by the
top five in the stand-
ings, from three different
teams, being separated
by 10 minutes and 39
seconds.

third overall, six minutes
and eight seconds off
the lead with five stages
remaining  before
Satur-day’s finish in the
Red Sea port of Yanbu.
The one-two was the
fourth ever by South
Afri-can drivers in the
car category.

Ford’s Nani Roma and
Carlos Sainz were fourth
and fifth, respectively.
Sixth-placed Sebastien
Loeb, the nine-times
world rally champion
driving for Dacia, re-
mained in contention

Ja B

Salah and Mane meet again with
AFCON final place on the line

NEWS DESK:Three
years after they last ap-
peared together, Sadio
Mane and Mohamed
Salah meet again on
Wednesday on oppos-
ing sides as Senegal and
Egypt clash for a place
in the Africa Cup of Na-
tions final.

The last-four show-
down in the Moroccan
city of Tangiers will be
the first time the former
Liverpool teammates
have shared a pitch
since the Anfield club
lost to Real Madrid in the
Champions League final
in May 2022,

Shortly after that,
Mane left for Bayern
Munich before moving
to Al-Nassr in the Saudi
Pro League a year later.

Salah, meanwhile,
has been heavily linked
with a move to Saudi
Arabia in the near future
but remains for now at
Liverpool despite falling
out of favour with coach
Arne Slot before coming
to the Cup of Nations.

The Egypt captain
is a man on a mission in
Morocco, having scored
four goals in four appear-
ances on the Pharaoh’s
run to the semi-finals as
he targets winning
AFCON for the first

ime.

Salah, who turns 34
in June, is running out
of time to win a major in-
ternational honour with
his country having suf-

petition.

After being part of
the Egypt side beaten
by Cameroon in the 2017
final in Gabon, Salah
skippered the team
beaten on penalties by
Senegal in 2022 in
Yaounde.

Mane had a penalty
saved in normal time on
that dramatic night at the
Olembe Stadium, but re-
covered to score the de-
cisive kick in the shoot-
out as Senegal became
African champions for
the first time.

Salah was due to
take Egypt’s next penalty
but would not get the
chance to step up and
was already on the verge
of tears as Mane pre-

—_—

months later, the teams

met again in a decisive
World Cup qualifying
play-off and once more
penalties were needed
~ Salah missed, Mane
scored and Senegal won.

hey went on to
reach the last 16 in Qatar
while Egypt failed to
qualify for the first
World Cup held in the
Arab world.

Both have qualified
for the upcoming tour-
nament in North
America, providing what
will perhaps be a last
chance for the two vet-
erans to star on the big-
gest stage of all.

Feeling the
pressureFor now, how-
ever, itis all about conti-

NEWS DESK:The Paki-
stan women’s football
team is all set to feature
in the upcoming Fifa Se-
ries, a women'’s football
event to be hosted in
Brazil, the Ivory Coast
and Thailand in March.
The announcement was
made in November last
year by the world foot-
ball body, which is ex-
panding the Fifa Series
byinvolying more mem-
ber nations and intro-
ducing a women’s edi-
tion.

What turned the
fate for the national
women’s team was a
meeting between Fifa
supremo Gianni
Infantino and the Paki-
stan Football Federation
(PFF) president Mohsen
Gilani. It paved the way
for the national women’s
team to participate in the
series of friendly
matches and face new
nations across other
federations.

The Pakistan
women’s football team,

nal in four editions of
AFCON, and Egypt aim
to take a step closer toa
record-extending eighth
title overall.

Mane, who also
turns 34 this year, will
feel less presstre having
already collected a Cup
of Nations winner’s
medal.

“Nobody, even in
Egypt, wants to win this
trophy more than me,”
admitted Salah after
helping his team beat
Ivory Coast in the quar-
ter-finals.

“T'have won almost
every prize. This is the
title I am waiting for.”

The pair played to-
gether under Jurgen
Klopp for five years be-

Mane’s departure.

They formed a for-
midable front line along
with Roberto Firmino
and together won the
Champions League in
2019 and the Premier
League in 2020 — there
were also two defeats to
Real in Champions
League finals.

But Mane recently
admitted that sometimes
the pair found it difficult
to get along on the pitch.

“I think Mo is first
of all a very nice guy. I
think though inside the
pitch, sometimes he
would pass to me and
sometimes he
wouldn’t,” Mane said on
the Rio Ferdinand Pre-
sents podcast.

“Only  Bobby
(Firmino) was there to
share the balls. Some-
times it was like this,” he
added with a laugh.

“Istill remember one
game when I was really,
really angry because ke | despite an 8-0 loss
doesn’t pass me the | aoainst Chinese Taipei

ball.” in the AFC Women’s

This time theyreally | Asia Cup qualifiers in
are on opposing sides, | June last year, showed
as two former African | some promise when they
footballers of the year | beat Indonesia and
look to lead their coun- | Kyrgyzstan in subse-
tries to glory — for the | quent matches. How-
second time, in Mane’s | ever, the team’s lack of
case. exposure in matches

“The pressure for | against other nations
me i over. Before I won | will require more focus
the African Cup, some- | from them on the pitch.
times I played badly be- “We don’t have too
cause of the pressure,” | many details about the
Mane, who has one goal | seriés yet,” says Maria

FOOTBALL: NEW HOPES,
OLD FEARS

team. “Fifa will be releas-
ing more information
sometime this month
[January], so we don’t
really have an idea who
all we will be playing
against. However, our
target as a team, every
time we step on the pitch
together, is to always
represent Pakistan in the
best way possible,” she
adds.Shahrukh Sohail, a
sports management pro-
fessional and analyst, is
of the view that the
team’s squad, based on
their performance show-
cased during the AFC
Women’s Asia Cup
qualifiers, seems strong,

“There could be a
few new additions on the
cards [in terms of
change in squad], but
the team is not expected
to have any friendly
games before the se-
ries,” he says.

“They will really
have to hit the ground
running.”Under its Stra-
tegic Objectives for the
Global Game: 2023-2027,
Fifa came up with its lenges, he points out
brainchild, the Fifa Se- some that the women in
ries, in 2024. The inau- %rccn are expected to
gural series in 2024 in-  face. Competing against
cluded 24 Member As- opponents whom they
sociation (MA) national have not faced before,
teams taking part in the  they will be up against a
competition. National strong and compcuuvc
teams fromall six confed- opposition. “But such
erations faced one an- exposure is of utmost
other from March 18 to importance for the
26,2024, growth and develop-

The upcoming se- ment of our women’s
ries is the extended sec- team at the international
ond phase of that, lay- level,” he points out.
ing the path forward for “Sadly, we have not
more nations to be part had much time to rac-

the international friendly
matches as an opportu-
nityto fine tune the skills
of national team players,
preparing them for the
crucial South Asian
Football Federation
(SAFF) Championship
in the coming summer.
deel Rizki, who
has been the national
team head coach since
2022, believes the oppor-
tunity will be, to a great
extent, a crucial step to-
wards exhibitinga good
performance during the
SAFF Championship.
“Being part of this
Fifa Series is an achieve-
ment in itself,” Rizki tells
Eos. “However, our ob-
jective goes beyond par-
ticipation. We aim to
compete, perform and
showcase Pakls!an s tal-
ent in women’s football
onthe global stage. This
experience will also
serve as an important
stepping stone as we
build towards the SAFF
(,hamp)onshlp 2026
As for the chal-

fered the agony of two pared to strike the deci- nental supremacy as tween Salah arriving
final defeats in the com-  sive blow.Less than two  Senegal chase a third fi- from Roma in 2017 and

at this AFCON, admitted
on the same podcast.

Khan, the midfielder and
captain of the national

of the competition. tice and gel together,”
any experts see says Maria Khan.

Macclesfield draw Brentford

Alonso leaves Real Madrid, Arbeloa
appointed as coach

NEWS DESK:Real
Madrid said on Monday
coach Xabi Alonso has
lefit the Spanish giants
by mutual consent, to be
replaced by Alvaro
Arbeloa

After losing the
Spanish Super Cup final
against Barcelona on
Sunday the club decided
to part ways with the
Basque coach, in chary e
for less than eight
months, and immedi-
ately appointed former
Madrid. player Arbeloa
who was coaching the
reserve side.

"Real Madrid an-
nounces that, by mutual

eement between the
club and Xabi Alonso, it
has been decided to
bring his tenure as first-
team coach to an end,"
said Los Blancos in a
statement.

In a separate state-
ment Madrid then an-
nounced Arbeloa would
take Alonso's place,
without specifying the
length of the 42-year-
old's contract.

"Arbeloa has been
the coach of Castilla
since June 2025 and has
developed his entire
coaching career in Real
Madrid's academy since
2020," said Los Blancos.

Arbeloa's  first

match at the helm is a
Copa del Reylast-16 visit
to face second-tier
Albacete on Wednes-
day.
The  Spaniard
played 238 times for
Madrid between 2009-
2016, winning two Cham-
pions League titles and
La Liga once, among
other silverware.
Arbeloa also lifted
the World Cup with
Spain in 2010, as well as

the European Champi-
onship in 2008 and 2012,
playing  alongside
Alonso for club and
country.

Alonso joined in
June, replacing veteran
Carlo Ancelotti, but
Madrid struggled to find
consistency under the
Basque coach and are
second in La Liga, four
points ehin
Barcelona.

Los Blancos were
outplayed in a 3-2 defeat
in Saudi Arabia on Sun-
day by Hansi Flick's
side, the 44-year-old's
last at the helm.

"It's been short but
it was a pleasure to play
for you and learn from
you," French superstar
Kylian Mbappe wrote

NEWS DESK:New
Chelsea manager Liam
Rosenior was handed a
trip back to his old club
Hull City in the FA Cup
fourth round draw on
Monday while non-
league giant-slayers
Macclesfield will wel-
come top-flight
Brentford.

on Instagram.

"I will remember
you as a manager who
ahd clear ideas, and
knows many things
about football. Best of
Tuck for (your) next chap-
ter.”

Leverkusen, with whom
he won the Bundesliga
in2024.

Real Madrid were
thrashed 4-0 by Paris
Saint-Germain in July in
the Club World Cup
semi-finals, which was
an carly setback for the
coach.

A 5-2 drubbing by
Adletico Madrid in Sep-

No ‘rocknroll’

Alonso was close
to the sack towards the
end of 2025 but a run of
five consecutive wins
kept him in his position,
until the Super Cup de-

Sixth-tier
Macclesfield, coached
by Wayne Rooney's
younger brother Jofn,
delivered the biggest
upset in FA Cup history
when they stunned hold-

tember bloy
for Alonso, although it
was the team's only
league defeat until De-
cember.

Despite a Clasico
win over Barcelona in
October, it appeared
prc;ldcnl Florentino
Perez had not fully
warmed to Alonso, who
had intended to bring a
modern coaching ap-
proach to the team.

hile Ancelotti,
who led Madrid to three
Champions  League
wins across two spells in
charge, was hailed for
his man-management,
Alonso was appointed
for his tactical nous.

arly on during his
time in charge Alonso
said the "rock'n'roll" was
about to begin, but it
never came, with few
entertaining attacking
displays, despite the su-
perb output of Mbappe,
La Liga's top scorer.

feat.
Alonso had signed
a three-scason deal at
the Bernabeu after leav-
ing German side Bayer

after FA Cup

ers Crystal Palace 2-1 at
their Moss Rose ground
last Saturday.

They will have to
produce” another huge
upset against Brentford,
punching above their
weight in fifth in the Pre-
mier League standings.

"We said before
that we would have liked
to get Liverpool,
Chelsea, or Arsenal but
another Premicr League
side is incredible," said
Rooney after the draw at
Liverpool's Anfield
ground.Rosenior played

in the FA Cup final for
‘Hull City against winners
Arsenal in 2014 and also
managed the club from
2022 t0 2024.He kicked
offhis tenure as Chelsea
boss last Saturday with
a5-1 FA Cup third round
win at Championship
(second tier) side
Charlton Athletic.

Premier League
leaders Arsenal, the
record 14-times winners
of the FA Cup, will host
League One (third tier)
Wigan Athletic who won
in2013.
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Modi, Trump have 1ncred1ble frlendshlp , SAys new envoy

NEWS DESK:US am-
bassador-designate
Sergio Gor said on
Monday his mission in
India is to strengthen
ties between the “old-
est and the largest de-
mocracies” and con-
veyed President Donald
Trump’s best wishes
to “his friend” Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi.

He said that India
and the US are discuss-
ing a trade deal and the
first call between the
negotiators will be
made on Tuesday.

The trade discus-
sion is a euphemism for
Mr Trump as the envoy
told the US Senate at his
confirmation hearing
1hzn the president was

“crystal clear” about
stopping all oil imports
from Russia to India,
The Hindu said.

Mr Gor also said
that India will be invited
to join as a full mem-
ber of Pax Silica, a new
US-led strategic initia-
tive aimed at securing
global sxlncon and hlgh-
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statement, made to to Presi-dent Droupadi
hundreds of US em- Murmu.

bassy staffers in Delhi According to dip-
and Indian_ media. was lomatic protocol, am-

credentials are pre-
sented. Sources said
President Murmu will
accept the credentials

supply r bassadors are expected later this week.
chams. Gor has not ye( pre— to make public appear- Mr Gor said that
The dor’s sented his ances only after the the “friendship” be-

continue to work
closely together on
other very important
areas, such as security,
counter-terrorism, en-
ergy, technology, edu-
cation, and health,” Mr
Gor added.

Earlier, he told the
US Senate that Mr
Trump had made it
“crystal clear” that In-
dia would have to end
all imports of Russian
oil, which make up
about 35 to 40 per cent
of India’s intake.

Commerce Secre-
tary Howard Lutnick
also said that trade ne-
gotiations would be re-
solved “once™ India
stops buying the oil,
suggesting this was a
pre-condition for any
deal. Sergio Gor, who
hopes to be confirmed
soon, added that India
and the US are “not that
far apart™ from a deal
on the 50pc tariffs that
the US has imposed on
India.

“I do think it will
get resolved in the next
few weeks,” Mr Gor
said, also indicating that
Mr Trump was com-
mitted to travelling to

a9 India for the Quad
Summit, and has in-
vited Indian commerce
and trade officials to
‘Washington next week
to resume talks on a
free trade agreement.

Mr Lutnick, who
has been more sl|arply
critical of India, said
that the US premdem
had called India’s pur-
chase of Russian oil as
“nonsense”.

“India has to basi-
cally open its market,
and stop buying Rus-
sian oil,” Mr Lutnick
told reporters in one of
a series of interviews
he gave on Friday.

The comments by
US officials came
days after Mr Trump
posted that he expected
“no difficulty” in com-
ing to an agreement on
trade.

In the past few
days, the Financial
Times and CNBC TV
have reported that Mr
Trump told European
Union leaders in a call
that they must impose
“100pc tariffs” on In-
dia and China for their
purchases of Russian
oil, The Hindu said.

Real friends can dis-
agree, but always re-
solve their differences
in the end”.

“And while trade is
very important for our
relationship, we will

tween Mr Trump and
Mr Modi is “real” and
the US and India “are
bound not just by
shared interests, but by
arelationship anchored
at the highest levels.

Nepal's youth scramble for poll jobs

NEWS DESK:Tens ‘World Bank says.
of thousands of young The temporary of-
Nepalis have applied ficers will be tasked
for temporary jobs po- with managing queues
licing upcoming elec- at polling stations, car-
tions, the first polls rying ballot boxes and
since a youth-led up- other logistical duties.
rising spotlighted the "Sunday was a
Himalayan nation's public holiday but so
economic woes. many people, most (of
Nepal estimated it them) youths, were
suffered los of queueing outside po-
about $586 million and ce stations wnth great
that nearly 15,000 excitement," police
people lost their jobs spokesman Kafle told
after protests toppled AFP.
the government in Sep-

"I hope the elec-
tion will go well, and I
am able to help in my
own way as a tempo-
rary police officer".

Nepal plans to fill
149,090 police posts
ahead of the March
polls, with each recruit
paid roughly $280 for
40 days of service --
a princely sum where
per capita gross na-
tional income in 2025
was $1,404, according
to a UN monitoring

After a police
crackdown  killed
young protesters, the
riots spread and par-
liament was set
ablaze, prompting the
government's  col-
Tapse. At least 77
people were killed.

More than 27,000
people applied for the
temporary police jobs
on Friday and Satur-
day. The first two days
of applications, Nepal
police spokesman
Abinarayan Kafle

There were

tember. id. than  queues across all 77
The youth-led Sarika Karki, 20, 839,000 Nepalis left districts to fill the ap-
demonstrations, ini- said she was crossing the country of 30 mil-

plication form on Mon-
lion to work abroad day, id.
last year, according to
government data.
And 82 percent of
e country's
workforce is in infor-
mal employment, the

tially triggered by an-
ger over a brief gov-
ernment ban on social
media, were fuelled by
deeper frustration over
corruption and eco-
nomic hardship.

her fingers to "earn
some pocket money".

"L am also Gen-Z,
but I do not have a
job." she told AFP in
‘the capital Kathmandu
on Sunday.

of the
applicants
wouldbe participating
in their first election as
a temporary police of-
ficers.

Many
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Afghan Taliban appoint first envoy to
India since return to power

NEWSDESK:
Afghanistan's Taliban
government has ap-
pointed their first se-
nior official in India
since the group re-
turned to power in
2021, charged with
leading its embassy in
Delhi.

India has not offi-
cially recognised the
Taliban government,
but the move signals a
deepening engage-
ment, with New Delhi

sions etween
Islamabad and Kabul. |
Noor Ahmad |

Noor, a Taliban for- |

" | ritory you have men-

Police issue arrest warrant against
former Netanyahu aide

NEWS DESK:Israeli
police issued an arrest
warrant for a former
aide to Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on
Monday, accusing him
of being implicated in
two affairs involving
the premier’s office.

Israel Einhorn, a
former campaign ad-
viser to Netanyahu who
now lives in Serbia, ap-
peared on a list of
people whom the po-
lice suspect of involve-
ment in the so-called
“Bild affair” and are
prevented from com-
municating with the
prime minister’s of-
fice.

Next to Einhorn’s
name a line was added
saying there is a “pend-
ing arrest warrant
against him,” accord-
ing to a document sub-
mitted to the court,

“We can confirm
the warrant,” a police
spokesman told said.

The Bild affair in-
volved the leaking of
classified intelligence
from the Israeli military
to_the German tabloid
Bild in September

Gaza.
It also sent mil-
lions of dollars in cash
to Gaza every month
between 2018 and Oc-
tober 2023 to pay
Hamas’s civil servants
and for cash handouts
to Palestinian families.
The news of the
warrant came after the
police detained a cur-
rent senior aide to
Netanyahu suspected
of obstructing an in-
vestigation, with local
media reporting that it
was the premier’s
chief of staff Tzachi
Braverman.

opened, but he was
questioned by Israeli in-
vestigators in Serbia
last year.
He is also a sus-
pect in the so-called
“Qatargate” scandal, in
which he and other
close associates of
Netanyahu are accused
of being recruited by
Qatar to promote the
Gulf country’s image in
Israel.

Qatar hosts senior
Hamas leaders and has
played a mediating role
between Israel and the
Palestinian movement
during the conflict in

China rejects India’s objections
to Shaksgam Valley projects,
defends CPEC

Two other
Netanyahu aides were
arrested and indicted
for the leak.

The document al-
leged that Hamas was
not interested in a
ceasefire agreement,
and to  support
Netanyahu’s claim that
the prisoners taken by
Hamas on October 7,
2023, could only be re-
leased through military
pressure rather than
negotiations.

Einhorn has not
returned to Israel since
the investigation was

NEWS DESK:China has
firmly rejected India’s
opposition over infra-
structure activity in the
Shaksgam valley in
Kashmir region and New
Delhi’s criticism of the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
flagship project.

“First of all, the ter-

tioned is part of China’s
territory and China’s
frastructure develop-
‘ment activities in its own
territory are beyond re-
proach.

Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson
Mao Ning said in re-
sponse to a question
during her regular brief-
ing on Monday.

Mao Ning said that
Pakistan and China
signed a border agree-
ment and determined the
border between the two
countries in the 1960s.
These are the rights of
Pakistan and China as
sovereign stat

CPEC, as an eco-

initia-

the Shaksgam Valley.

He also criticised
the China-Pakistan
‘boundary agreement”
signed in'1963 and the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor.

Earlier, Pakistan and
China agreed to align
their strat-

Strategic Dialogue develop an upgraded
was co-chaired in Beijing a pioncering
on January 4 by Chinese pro_]ec( of the Belt and
Foreign Minister Wang Road Initiative.
d Pakistan’s Deputy he two sides said
inister and For- the new phase would
focus on the key sectors
of industry, agriculture
and mining, promote the

Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar,

trol over A
overseas dlp]l)mdlll.
missions as part of a
broader push for in-

Monday.India has not
commented, but the
Afghan  embassy sought to seize the
posted a photograph opening.

of Noor with senior Nuclear-armed ri-
Indian foreign ministry vals India and Paki-

cign ministry official,
assumed responsibility
as charge d'affaires
and has already held
meetings with Indian
officials, the embassy

Hindu nationalist gov-
ernment, but India has

In October, India‘

said in a statement. official Anand stan fought a brief but said it would upgrade
"Both sides Prakash. deadly clash in May its technical mission in
emphasised the impor- The Taliban's 2025, their worst con- Afghanistan to a full

frontation in decades.

The appointment
is significant for the
Taliban, which has
sought to reclaim con-

tance of strengthening
Afghanistan-India re-
lations," the Afghan
Embassy said, ina post
on late

trict interpretation of
Islamic law may ap-
pear an unlikely
match for Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's

embassy.

Russia is the only
country to officially
recognise the Afghan
Taliban government.

X

who was visiting China
from January 3 to Janu-
ary 5 at Wang’s invita-
tion.

building and operation
of Gwadar Port.

Ensure the smooth
passage of  the
Karakoram Highway,
and enhance Pakistan’s
capacity for sustainable
development.

The next round of

egies and build an up-
graded version of the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor, known
as . during

tive, aims to promote lo-
cal socioeconomic de-
velopment and improve
livelihoods. Such agree-
ments and CPEC will not
affect China’s position
on Kashmir and China’s
position will remain un-
changed, she addet

At a media briefing
last Friday, India’s Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry
spokesperson opposed
China’s infrastructure
development projects in

According toa joint
press communiqué is
sued at the conclusion of
the talks.

Read more: Paki-
stan, China agree to
strengthen coordination
at bilateral, multilateral
forums

As part of their eco-
nomic engagement, Paki-
stan and China agreed to

political ties, security
cooperation and re-
gional and international

the China-Pakistan F

or-
eign Ministers’ Strategic
Dialogue will be held in
Islamabad next year on
mutually convenient
dates, the communiqué
said.

Seventh
Round of the Pakistan-
China Foreign Minis-
ters.




