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Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi Says “The Blood of
Martyrs Is the Guarantee of Pakistan’s Security”

JCP recommends
making 11 ad hoc LHC

judges permanent

NEWS DESK:

The Judicial Commission of Paki-
stan (JCP) on Thursday recom-
mended the confirmation of 11 ad-
ditional judges for the Lahore
High Court (LHC) out of a total
list of 13.

Presided over by Chief Jus-
tice of Pakis-tan (CJP) Yahya
Afridi, the JCP met at the Supreme
Court (SC), a press release issued
by the SC said.

After due consideration of
the relevant data forms,
ant-ecedents and evaluation ma-
terial placed before it, the JCP, by
a majority, recommended the con-
firmation of 11 additional judges
of the LHC as permanent judges.

These were Justices Hassan
Nawaz Makhdoom, Malik Waqar
Haider Awan,

Sardar Akbar Al i , Syed
Ahsan Raza Kazmi, Malik Javid
Iqbal Wains, Muhammad Jawad
Zafar, Khalid Ishaq, Malik
Muhammad Awais Khalid,
Chaudhry Sultan Mahmood,
Tanveer Ahmad Sheikh, and a fe-
male judge, Abher Gul Khan.

The JCP, by a majority, rec-
ommended the extension of Ad-
ditional Judge Tariq Mahmood
Bajwa for another six months.

Social media posts case:
Court cancels bail of

Imaan, Hadi after
non-appearances,

tensions in courtroom

NEWS DESK:

A district court on Thursday can-
celled the bail of lawyer and ac-
tivist Imaan Mazari-Hazir and her
husband Hadi Ali Chattha in the
controversial social media posts
case, following repeated non-ap-
pearances and heated scenes in
the courtroom.

In the case, registered under
the Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act, 2016 (Peca), the two
have been accused of inciting di-
visions on linguistic grounds
through social media posts and
creating the impression that the
armed forces were engaged in ter-
rorism within the country.

The hearing on Thursday
was conducted by Additional
District and Sessions Judge
Mohammed Afzal Majoka, with
Prosecutor Rana Usman repre-
senting the state.

At the outset, neither Mazari
nor Chattha appeared before the
court.  An assistant counsel
sought an exemption from appear-
ance for Mazari, submitting that
Chattha was engaged in proceed-
ings relating to a contempt case
before the high court.

The court expressed displea-
sure over the absence of the ac-
cused and observed that the re-
quest for exemption would be
considered later.

Judge Majoka warned that if
the accused failed to appear, their
right to cross-examination would
be revoked. The hearing was ini-
tially adjourned until 12 noon.

When proceedings resumed,
Chattha appeared in court and
informed the judge that Mazari
wished to cross-examine the
prosecution witness Shahroz per-
sonally, reiterating that she in-
tended to ask questions herself.

Majoka directed the defence
to complete the cross-examina-
tion, warning that failure to do so
would result in termination of that
right.

During the hearing,
Islamabad District Bar Associa-
tion President Chaudhry Naeem
Gujjar appeared in court and re-
quested that the matter be fixed
for Monday, assuring the court
that no adjournment would be
sought thereafter. He informed the
court that Mazari was unwell but
still wished to conduct the cross-
examination herself.

The prosecution opposed
any adjournment, and the pros-
ecutor urged the court to admin-
ister an oath to the witness and
commence cross-examination im-
mediately.

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Federal Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi and
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Thursday vis-
ited the residence of Shaheed
Major Anwar Kakar in Quetta,
where they met the martyr’s
mother, brothers, and young
sons, and offered heartfelt
condolences.

Paying rich tribute to Ma-

Talks held on defence pact with Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia, broader regional trust needed: Turkish FM

NEWS DESK:

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan said on Thursday that talks
have been held on a possible de-
fence pact with Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia, but no agreement
has been signed.

Responding at a press con-
ference in Istanbul to a question
about whether there might be
such an alliance, Fidan pointed
to what he said was a need for
broader regional cooperation and
trust.

He added that regional is-
sues could be resolved if the rel-
evant countries would “be sure
of each other”.

Bloomberg, citing people fa-
miliar with the matter, reported last
week that Turkiye was seeking to
join the Pak-Saudi defence pact
signed in September 2025.

The report said Turkiye
viewed the pact “as a way of
strengthening security and deter-
rents when there are questions
over the reliability of the US,
which has strong military ties
with all three countries, and Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s commit-
ment” to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (Nato).

Saudi Arabia brings financial
clout, Pakistan has nuclear capa-
bility, ballistic missiles and man-
power, while Turkiye has the mili-
tary experience and has devel-
oped a defence industry,
Bloomberg quoted Nihat Ali
Ozcan, a strategist with Ankara-

based think tank TEPAV, as say-
ing.

Asked about reports of
Istanbul eyeing such a pact, De-
fence Production Minister Raza
Hayat Harraj told BBC Urdu:
“From a strategic point of view,
Turkiye, China, Saudi Arabia and

Azerbaijan are close friendly
countries of Pakistan, and there
is a close relationship with them
in terms of strategic policy.”

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman had
signed a “Strategic Mutual De-

fence Agreement” in Riyadh,
pledging that any attack on ei-
ther nation would be treated as
an act of aggression against both.

Should Turkiye ink its mem-
bership in the alliance, it would
underscore the new era in its re-
lations with Saudi Arabia as well.

After turning the page on
years of rancour, the countries are
working to develop economic and
defence cooperation.

They held their first-ever na-
val meeting in Ankara this week,
according to the Turkish defence
ministry.

While they also share long-
standing concern over Iran, they
prefer engagement with Tehran
rather than force. The Turks and
Saudis also back a stable Syria
and statehood for Palestinians.

With Turkiye, defence coop-
eration remains a key pillar of bi-
lateral relations.

According to the 2023
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI) report,
Turkiye was Pakistan’s second-
largest arms supplier, accounting
for 11pc of its total arms imports.

Ankara is building corvette
warships for the Pakistan Navy
and has upgraded dozens of its
F-16s.

jor Anwar Kakar, Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti said the
officer attained the highest
honor of martyrdom by sacri-
ficing his life for the defense
of the country.

He emphasized that mar-
tyrs are the pride of the nation
and their sacrifices will never
be forgotten.

The chief minister offered
Fateha for the departed soul
and praised the courage and
resilience of the martyr ’s

mother, calling such brave
mothers the true strength and
pride of the nation.

He announced that the
martyr’s brother, Khudaidad
Khan, would be provided a
government job, while a gov-
ernment school would be
named after Shaheed Major
Anwar Kakar to keep his sac-
rifice alive in public memory.

Speaking on the occasion,
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
said the entire nation is proud

of the martyr and his family.
Addressing the martyr ’s
mother, he said she is the
mother of a brave son of Pa-
kistan and that the courage of
such parents is the real power
of the nation.

He also expressed affec-
tion for the martyr’s young
sons, consoling them and of-
fering his support.

Both leaders saluted the
supreme sacrifice of Shaheed
Major Anwar Kakar and

stated that every drop of mar-
tyrs’ blood serves as a guar-
antee for the protection of the
homeland.

They prayed for patience
and strength for the bereaved
family and for the elevation of
the martyr’s ranks.

Provincial ministers, Chief
Secretary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan, and Inspector
General of Police Balochistan
Muhammad Tahir Khan were
also present on the occasion.

Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi and Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti express compassion and affection for the son of Shaheed Major Anwar Kakar

during their visit to the martyr’s family in Quetta.: Photo Provided By DGPR
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Quetta City, Proposed Master Plan

SBKWU Teacher Recruitment
Scandal Raises Alarms for

Pakistan’s Education System

Editorial:
Serious questions
have emerged over
the secondary teach-
ers recruitment pro-
cess conducted by
Sardar Bahadur Khan
Women’s University
(SBKWU), triggering
widespread concern
about merit, transpar-
ency, and accountabil-
ity in Balochistan’s
education system.

It is essential to
clarify a point that has
caused public confu-
sion: the advertised
posts were NOT for
SBKWU itself. The
university was only
assigned the responsi-
bility of conducting
tests and interviews
for Secondary School
Teacher recruitment
across Balochistan.

According to ini-
tial findings, hundreds
of candidates who had
failed were allegedly
declared successful
during the teacher re-
cruitment process.

Given the scale of
the exercise, involving

thousands of appli-
cants for secondary
teaching positions
across the province,
such irregularities
cannot reasonably be
described as clerical
mistakes.

The magnitude
strongly suggests
organised manipula-
tion, carried out with
the involvement or
protection of influen-
tial individuals rather
than the actions of a
single official.

This issue strikes
at the heart of educa-
tion governance in
Balochistan. Second-
ary school teachers
shape the academic
foundation of students,
and any compromise
on merit directly dam-
ages learning out-
comes.

In Balochistan,
where literacy rates
remain among the
lowest in the country,
flawed teacher re-
cruitment further
deepens an already
critical education cri-

Abdul Latif Kakar :
The mountain-ringed,
Quetta city needs a
comprehensive master
plan to ensure the so-
lution of problems
faced by citizens and

address the mega
question of climate
change. Through the
proposed plan, scarce
resources would be
transparently and ra-
tionally utilized to make
it a better living city in
the country. For the
first in the history of
the province, the Ur-
ban Planning Develop-
ment (UPD) under the
leadership of chief min-
ister Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan has
started the preparation
of the master plan.

Geographical lo-
cation, looming threat
of natural calamities
including earthquakes,

drought, and floods,
the need for making a
comprehensive master
plan for Quetta city is
growing. Rather, it is
now indispensable to
make this plan, before

near foothills, the soil
consists of sandy loam,
mixed with pebbles
and rock fragments
and is suitable for veg-
etation.

In the Hanna val-

it is already late.
Geography and

Soil
Four main units

may describe the soils
of Quetta i.e. (1) pied-
mont plains (very deep
and well-drained soil)
(2) piedmont basins (3)
salinity and alkalinity
(4) gravelly piedmont
fans and aprons bor-
dering the mountains
and plains.

The central part of
the Quetta valley is
covered by a soil that
ranges from sandy
loam to silt loam. This
type of soil is good for
crop production. At the
margin of the valley

ley, the greater part of
the valley floor is cov-
ered by barren rock
bout crops of low re-
lief and dry mala bed.
The soil is restricted to
the narrow banks and
low terraces along the
mainstream.

However, the na-
ture of the soil in Belili
is silty clay which is not
suitable for cultivation.
Similarly, the Chiltan
surface has soils that
are predominantly
gravelly loams. The
vegetation on these
soils si mainly
Haloxylon which pro-
vides poor grazing for
livestock.

Soil erosion
As far as soil ero-

sion is concerned, both
stream erosion of soil
and wind erosion is
occurring in the dis-
trict. The stream ero-

sion takes place in the
piedmont plain along
the banks and beds of
streams.

Such streams are
Sariab Lora, Hanna
river, Habib Nallah
near Hudda. Wind
erosion occurs in the
valley.

This all requires a
review of the existing
plans and documents
and preparation of the
digitized base map of
Quetta with a protocol
for its updating. A re-
view of existing poli-
cies, procedures, plans
studies conducted by
donor agencies, and
other relevant data.

Current and future
population trends need
to be reviewed.

Transpor tation,
mass transit, and city
traffic management
and monitoring system,

housing commercial,
and industrial land use
evaluation of the exist-
ing condition of build-
ings and housing
schemes should be
thoroughly reviewed.
To be precise, the city
needs a master plan
on an emergency ba-
sis to address the loom-
ing threat of climate
change and natural di-
sasters.

Quetta City, Pro-
posed Master Plan

The author is cur-
rently serving as the
secretary urban plan-
ning and development
department govern-
ment of Balochistan

Quetta has a better environment, rich cul-
ture, manageable population

sis. Reports that de-
serving candidates
were sidelined only in-
tensify public frustra-
tion and mistrust.

All anti-corruption
and accountability in-
stitutions must take
immediate notice.

 A transparent, in-
dependent, and time-
bound investigation is
necessary to identify
those responsible for
manipulating the re-
cruitment process con-
ducted under
SBKWU’s authority.
Accountability must
reach every individual
involved, regardless of
status or influence.

This is not merely
an administrative con-
troversy; it is a matter
of justice and the fu-
ture of Balochistan’s
education system.

If credibility in
teacher recruitment
collapses, public trust
in institutions will col-
lapse with it.
Balochistan cannot af-
ford silence where in-
tegrity is at stake.

Amjad Rashid
Quetta is not a case of
deprivation related to
lack of resources, not
a case of unemploy-
ment, not a case of cli-
mate change, and not
even a case of pov-
erty. It’s a true and
real case of the rich-
ness of culture, envi-
ronment, climate, natu-
ral resources, and man-
ageable human popu-
lation. Unfortunately
our planners, thinkers,
d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s
proved to be very self-
ish and greedy.

In Quetta, we had
municipal water posts
( I wish I can get the
pictures). Quetta was
a natural habitat with
a small population of
trees, flowers. The
city had few streets
with few vehicles and
dynamic socio-political
harmony.

We did establish
universities but aban-
doned knowledge

Unfortunately, glo-
bal and regional influ-
ences badly affected
the capital with less
modernization and
more adversity. We did
establish a university,
but abandoned con-
sciousness, we did
build plazas, but with-
out building codes. If
we look back at the
pictures of Quetta of
the sixties. It was like
Zurich but evolved as
little Karachi or
Mumbai. Transformed
from little London to
huge slums ( full of
garbage and filth).
Bad governance, poor
education, corruption,
and poor planning con-
verted Quetta into an
ugly place.

We don’t see
green Koh e Mur
Daar a multi-lingual
culture which was its
beauty and unique-
ness has vanished and
replaced by the prac-

tices influenced by re-
gional inhuman and
unnatural drama. We
lost our green Quetta
with wild roses which
was its aroma and
identity.

Balochistan and
Quetta need our at-
tention

Balochistan in
general and Quetta, in
particular, need our at-

tention. Every day in
the morning when I
look at the sleeping
beauty of Quetta I feel
that the mother of
Quetta ( sleeping
beauty)has become

sick and looking to-
ward her siblings for
help and cure.

Our water level
reduced, our popula-
tion increase, our poor
justice system, and our
greed for material gain
will never make it a
little London but will
change its fate like the
city full of garbage
supported/fixed by

bricks and cement
which after few more
years will look like a
dumping place of gar-
bage. We must listen
and learn from our he-
roes like Rehman

Baba, Atta shad,
Asher Jalili and take
their vision as guiding
torch. Quetta does not
need more engineers
but needs Thinkers,
guides who should
work to replace the
current citizenry strug-
gling for self-interest
with the soft power and
values of Quetta,
which can bring back

its true beauty and cul-
ture.

Climate change
poses a serious threat
to the developing
world

Environment, Cli-

mate change, global
warming, deforestation
and desertification, and
many such terms were
alien to humanity and
especially to develop-
ing world like Pakistan.
We were used to sing-
ing and telling stories
to our siblings (
younger generation)
about the kindness of
nature.

Now we from
Adams to twenty-first-
century experienced,
slavery, the industrial
revolution, conflict of
ideologies, various ver-
sion of world orders

driving to save and
benefit humanity. But
all our efforts to take
humanity to its peak
are bring ended up as
a disaster.  The tem-
perature of the moth-
erland is increasing.

habitat of
Balochistan and our
piece of Heaven( once
called as “ miss it’s
jangly Gulab, chakore,

chambeli, bitakh,
surkahi and places like
hanna , thandi Sarak,
and associated culture
of art

and poetry.
Masses of

Balochistan facing a
host of issues

First time after
seventy-two years
and since the establish-
ment of Balochistan
Province, its habitats
are frequently faced
by challenges like con-
servation.

In the context of
the above-mentioned
scenario, our beloved

motherland is demand-
ing the attention of all
irrespective of our in-
ternational commit-
ments. It’s a matter of
our survival. We need
a green economy,

green industry, green
employment, green
politics, and above all
green development.

This situation calls
for a committed social,
political and religious
commitment to rebuild
and reclaim of our title
“ Quetta has a better
environment, rich cul-
ture, manageable
population
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Opposition demands joint sitting on Iran situation

Despite scepticism, mayor confident to dismantle
water tanker network

3 dead, 6 injured in fog-related accidents in Sahiwal

NEWS DESK: While
Mayor Murtaza Wahab
outlined his plan to even-
tually dismantle the de-
cades-old water-tanker
system, officials at the
Karachi Water and Sew-
erage Corporation
(KWSC) voiced scepti-
cism, saying it would not
be possible to entirely
shut down hydrants and
end tanker services
given the existing water
infrastructure.

Talking to the re-
porters on Wednesday
after inaugurating the
Jehangir Road rehabili-
tation project, the mayor,
who is also the chairman
of the KWSC board, said
that water tankers and
hydrants have been op-
erating in Karachi for
decades, largely filling
gaps where the piped
water supply does not
reach.

However,  he
stressed that the system
has created inequities,
with benefits flowing to
select groups while
blame is unfairly placed
on the city administra-
tion. “There is water in

the city, but the real is-
sue is its unjust distri-
bution,” the mayor said,
adding that his adminis-
tration has already “shut
down” several illegal
hydrants. He said that
the contracts of seven
legal hydrants have ex-
pired, leaving the city
with a choice: renew the
contracts or perma-
nently close the hy-
drants. Mr Wahab said
that he had proposed a
third option — the
gradual dismantling of

the hydrant and tanker
system — but
emphasised that such a
step could not be taken
without a comprehen-
sive alternative plan.

“If hydrants are
closed, how will water
reach areas that depend
on tankers? I have asked
officials of the KWSC to
develop a practical and
citywide water supply
strategy. We want to end
this system, but respon-
sibly,” he said.

According to the

mayor, once the KWSC
finalises its proposal, it
will be presented to the
City Council for ap-
proval. Only after formal
approval will tanker ser-
vices be phased out, and
work on this strategy is
currently underway.

Rejecting political
motives behind the
move, he said that his
party had no hidden
agenda. “This hydrant
system was inherited.
The beneficiaries are
someone else, but the

accusations are directed
at us,” he said. He ac-
knowledged that
Karachi faces a genuine
water shortage but reit-
erated that equitable dis-
tribution remains the
administration’s key ob-
jective. ‘Hydrants clo-
sure may hit DHA hard-
est’ According to
sources who spoke
to?Dawn, the mayor was
told in a meeting with the
water utility’s senior
management that a deci-
sion had to be made on
renewing the hydrant
contracts, which had al-
ready expired about
seven months earlier.

They said the
mayor had instructed
the KWSC to consider
shutting down the city’s
hydrants in order to
achieve a fairer distribu-
tion of water.  The
sources said that closing
the hydrants would not
improve the city’s water
supply,  as only 15-
20?million gallons of
water daily (MGD), or 3.5
per cent of the total
650?MGD, was deliv-
ered through tankers.

NEWS DESK: Three
people, including a
woman, lost their lives
while six others were
critically injured in
separate fog-related
road accidents late on
Tuesday night and in
the early hours of
Wednesday.

As per details, in
one accident a car hit
an unidentified 55-
year-old man near the
outer bus stop and fled
the scene. Rescue
1122 shifted the body
to the Sahiwal Teach-
ing Hospital, while po-
lice had so far failed
to trace either the
driver or the victim’s
identity.

In another acci-
dent, one Raj
Muhammad, a resi-
dent of Chak 421/GB,
lost control of his mo-
torcycle near the River
Ravi at Qutab Shahna
Bridge on the
Sahiwal–Faisalabad
Road. He failed to no-
tice a turn and fell into
a 40-foot-deep trench
due to poor visibility
and sustained a fatal
head injury.

The third accident
happened near the
Gulshan Fatima Hous-
ing Society, village 40/
12-L, where a Lahore-
bound passenger bus
ran over 45-year-old
Rukhsana Parveen,
who died on the spot.

Meanwhile, four
coaster van passen-
gers were seriously
wounded after it col-
lided with a sugar-
cane-laden tractor-
trolley near
Bootaywali Jhaal on

Pakistani passport ranking improves
by five places, now ranked 98th

NEWS DESK: The op-
position alliance com-
prising the PTI and other
parties has demanded a
joint session of parlia-
ment to discuss the ten-
sions in the Middle East,
particularly Iran, besides
urging the government
to convene a meeting of
“neighbouring coun-
tries” to formulate a
“joint and coordinated
strategy”. The Tehreek
Tahafuz Ayeen-i-Paki-
stan (TTAP) held a meet-
ing in the federal capital
under the chairmanship
of Mahm-ood Khan
Achakzai, wherein the
participants expressed
concerns over the dete-
riorating regional situa-
tion. The participants
urged the government
to call an urgent joint
session of parliament to
form a national policy
through collective wis-
dom.

They claimed that
the international order
was changing: the Israeli
aggr-ession in Palestine
and the conduct of the
United States in Latin
America have severely
undermined interna-
tional law. They ob-
served that imperial and

colonial powers were
tightening their grip
around Pakistan’s
neighbouring country,

Iran, while the western
media was creating an
environment that could
be used as a pretext to

undermine Iran’s sover-
eignty. The TTAP pro-
posed that in view of the
seriousness of the po-

tential crisis and its pos-
sible impact on the re-
gion, the government
should also convene a

meeting of neighbouring
countries to develop a
joint and coordinated
strategy to address

these challenges.
PTI slams action

against Adiala protest-
ers

Meanwhile, the PTI
denounced the use of
force by the Rawalpindi
police to disperse its sit-
in outside Adiala jail on
Tuesday night. The po-
lice, in a midnight opera-
tion, had used force to
disperse the partici-
pants.

In a statement, the
PTI said these actions
constituted a grave as-
sault on the Constitu-
tion, the rule of law and
fundamental human
rights, and reflected a
systematic campaign of
political victimisation
designed to silence dis-
sent. The party vowed
that such conduct was
unacceptable in any
democratic society and
would be vigorously
challenged at every con-
stitutional, legal and
democratic forum.

The party claimed
that family members of
Imran Khan and party
workers were present
outside the jail to exer-
cise their constitutional
and legal right to meet
their incarcerated leader,
but the police sup-
pressed this activity us-
ing force, intimidation
and harassment.

3 injured in Bannu ambulance attack

NEWS DESK: Three
people were injured
when unidentified assail-
ants opened fire on a pri-
vate ambulance trans-
porting a patient to
Islamabad here on
Wednesday.

The incident oc-
curred at Sperka Chowk
in Domel, where armed
men already present at
the spot signalled an
ambulance to stop.
When the driver did not
stop the vehicle, the as-
sailants opened fire. As
a result, three people ac-
companying the patient
were injured. The vehicle
was also damaged. The
patient and the driver,
however, remained un-
hurt.

The injured were
identified as Mazhar
Hussain, a resident of
Jhang, Punjab, Shakir
Ali, a resident of Karak
(currently residing in
Islamabad) and Sheeraz,
a resident of Pakpattan,
Punjab. All three are em-

ployees of a private care
centre in Islamabad.

According to the
police report lodged by
one of the injured,
Mazhar Hussain, they
were transporting a pa-
tient, Rehmat, resident
of Mitakhel Bannu, to
Islamabad for treatment.
Upon reaching Sperka
Chowk, armed individu-
als attempted to stop
the ambulance and then
opened unprovoked fire.

Meanwhile,  un-
known miscreants car-
ried out a hand grenade
attack on a sentry point
of Bannu Central Jail
here on Wednesday.
However, no loss of life
or damage to property
was reported.

The attackers tar-
geted the sentry point
located at the corner of
the jail on the side of
Khalifa Gul Nawaz Hos-
pital.

The hand grenade
struck the wall  and
bounced back onto the

road, where it exploded
with a bang.

The jail superinten-
dent said that the facil-
ity was also targeted in
a sniper attack, but due
to effective security ar-
rangements, no casual-
ties occurred and all per-
sonnel remained safe.

Sources said the jail
had already received
threat alerts regarding
possible attacks. In view
of these threats, jail au-
thorities had been con-
ducting regular night
patrols.

In another incident,
unknown assailants
shot dead a veterinary
doctor near a mosque
adjacent to Tarang
graveyard.

The deceased was
identified as Arslan, 35,
a resident of Hinjal
Ameer Khan. The city
police shifted the body
to hospital for postmor-
tem, and initiated an in-
vestigation into the in-
cident.

Jaranwala-Satiana
Road. They were
shifted to the Satiana
RHC and were iden-
tified as Ashfaq (34)
Shahid (22), Abid (20)
and Saad (19).

In another inci-
dent on the Arifwala
Road, a speeding car
rear-ended motorcy-
clist Salman Hyder, a
security guard, leaving
him critically injured.
Rescue 1122 shifted
him to the DHQ Hos-
pital.

Separately, one
Muhammad Raj of
Mohalla Raj Pura was
crossing the Old
Overhead Bridge
when a pickup van
struck him from be-
hind, causing serious
injuries. He was taken
to the Sahiwal Teach-
ing Hospital.

FIRs have been
registered by the
Ghala Mandi Police,
Noor Shah Police
Sahiwal, and Sadar

Police Chichawatni
but no arrests have
been made so far in
any of the cases.

BOYCOTT: The
District Bar Associa-
tion boycotted the
court of Assistant
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Maham Wahid on
Wednesday accusing
her of corruption and
mistreatment of law-
yers.

The lawyers
chanted slogans near
her office and refused
to appear in her court
for any hearing. The
DBA unanimously
passed a resolution
condemning the AC,
accusing her of cor-
ruption, receiving kick-
backs, and harassing
lawyers.

The resolution,
signed by DBA Presi-
dent Muhammad
Saeed Saghla and
Secretary Tariq
Kamyana, also de-
nounced the alleged

mistreatment of bar
member Mazhar Ali
Fatyana.

Despite repeated
attempts, this corre-
spondent could not
obtain the AC’s ver-
sion.

Reports suggest
that lawyers plan to
meet the Sahiwal
deputy commissioner
to discuss the matter
and demand transfer
of the AC from
Sahiwal.

SUICIDE: A sec-
ond-year student re-
portedly committed
suicide by shooting
himself in the head in
village 18/11-L,
Chichawatni tehsil on
Wednesday noon.

The deceased
was identified as
Saqib.

His parents con-
firmed to the police
that he died from a
self-inflicted gunshot
wound.

Upon receiving

the report, the Saddar
Police arrived at the
scene, conducted a fo-
rensic examination,
and shifted the body
for an autopsy.

The Saddar SHO
told Dawn that the
police were investigat-
ing the incident from
all angles. He added
that the post-mortem
report would help de-
termine the exact
range and nature of
the gunshot wound to
the head.

OBITUARY: Dis-
trict Newspaper Sell-
ers Association Gen-
eral Secretary Gulzar
Ahmed Qureshi
passed away due to a
heart attack on
Wednesday.

He was laid to
rest at the Mai Shah
graveyard where a
large number of jour-
nalists, newspaper
vendors, lawyers, and
local citizens attended
the funeral.

NEWS DESK:
Pakistan’s passport rank-
ing has improved on the
Henley Index in 2026, ris-
ing from 103 in 2025 to
98 this year, according
to figures released on
Thursday. According to
the latest rankings,
Pakistan’s travel docu-
ment was placed 98th on
the list, tied with Yemen.

It ranked higher
than Iraq (99), Syria (100)
and Afghanistan (101).

The ranking
showed that Pakistan’s
passport allows visa-
free access to 31 coun-
tries, including visa-on-
arrival (VOA). Pakistan’s
ranking on the Henley
Passport Index from 2006
to 2025. — screengrab
via Henley’s website

Singapore ranked
the highest, with visa-
free access to 192 coun-

tries, followed closely
by Japan and South Ko-
rea with 188.

Denmark, Luxem-
bourg, Spain, Sweden,
and Switzerland tied for
the third spot with visa-
free access to 186 coun-
tries. According to the
Henley Index, Pakistani
passport holders have
free visa access to Bar-
bados, Cook Islands,
Dominica,  Haiti ,
Micronesia, Montserrat,
Rwanda, St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, Trinidad
and Tobago, and
Vanuatu. While a visa-
on-arrival was available
for Burundi, Cambodia,
Cape Verde Islands,
Comoro Islands,
Djibouti, Guinea-Bissau,
Madagascar, Maldives,
Mozambique, Nepal,
Niue, Palau Islands,
Qatar, Samoa, Senegal,

Sierra Leone, Timor-
Leste, and Tuvalu.

Pakistani passport
holders can also avail an
Electronic Travel
Authorisation (ETA) for
Kenya, Seychelles, and
Sri Lanka.

Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi took to X
and hailed the develop-
ment. He termed it a
“strong achievement”
and vowed that the
“momentum will con-
tinue”. Last year in Oc-
tober, the Pakistani pass-
port ranked the fourth
worst for the fifth
straight year, with a rank-
ing of 103. Pakistan’s
passport has been de-
clared the world’s
fourth-worst since at
least 2021 on the Henley
index, which calculates
countries’ “visa-free
score.
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Federal Govt continues work on sports facilities projects in G-B

IHC bars Capital Development Authority
(CDA) from cutting trees in Islamabad

Naqvi delighted as Pakistan passport’s
global ranking improves

Rescuers retrieve eight bodies from debris after
landsliding incident in Kohat's Qamar village

ISLAMABAD (INP) :
The Federal Govern-
ment is continuing work
on sports facil i t ies
projects in Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB) with the
aim of promoting
healthy activities among

youth and providing op-
portunities to talented
players.

Federal Secretary
for Inter-Provincial Co-
ordination (IPC),
Mohyuddin Wani, said
that under the leadership

of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, the Min-
istry of Inter-Provincial
Coordination is provid-
ing all possible support
to the youth of Gilgit-
Baltistan. He described
the development of

modern sports infra-
structure in the region
as a valuable gift for its
young population.

He said the initia-
tive aims to promote
sports activities and
bring emerging talent to

the forefront. He added
that a total amount of Rs
30 million is being spent
on these projects, under
which modern futsal and
padel tennis courts are
being constructed in
Chilas, Skardu, Hunza

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on
Thursday restrained
the Capital Develop-
ment Authority
(CDA) from cutting
trees in the federal
capital and sought a
detailed report on the
matter.

Justice Khadim
Hussain Soomro
heard a petition filed
by Muhammad
Naveed Ahmed, who
requested the court to
stop unlawful tree fell-
ing in Islamabad.

During the hear-
ing, the petitioner’s
lawyer argued that
large-scale cutting of
trees was being car-
ried out in violation of
rules and regulations,
causing serious envi-
ronmental damage

and contributing to cli-
mate change.

The counsel fur-
ther contended that
the ongoing tree re-
moval violates the Pa-
kistan Environmental
Protection Act and
poses a grave threat to
the city’s ecological
balance.

The court sum-
moned the Assistant
Attorney General to
the rostrum and ques-
tioned the reason for
cutting trees.

Following the
hearing, the IHC is-
sued notices to the
CDA, Pakistan Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency (Pak-EPA),
and the Ministry of
Climate Change and
Environmental Coordi-
nation, directing them
to submit parawise re-

plies along with a de-
tailed report at the
next hearing.

The court ordered
the CDA to halt all
tree-cutting activities
until further notice and
adjourned the hearing
until February 2.

According to re-
ports, large-scale tree
removal has recently
taken place at several
locations in
Islamabad, including
acres of green cover
in the Shakarparian
area. Meanwhile, the
CDA has maintained
that 29,115 paper mul-
berry trees were re-
moved as part of a
government-approved
initiative, citing their
role in causing pollen
allergies.

Earlier, Federal
Minister for Climate

Change and Environ-
mental Coordination
Dr. Musadik Malik
stated that three trees
would be planted for
every tree cut.

He said the paper
mulberry trees were
removed only after
scientific identification
and assessment, and
that indigenous spe-
cies were being
planted as part of re-
forestation efforts.

Dr. Malik made
these remarks during a
media briefing follow-
ing his visit to
Shakarparian, where
he reviewed the tree-
cutting process and
plantation drive. He
warned that strict ac-
tion would be taken if
any negligence or vio-
lation of environmental
laws was found.

Court indicts Parvez
Elahi, 8 others again in
NAB's corruption case

LAHORE (INP): An ac-
countability court in
Lahore on Thursday
once again indicted
former Punjab chief min-
ister Chaudhry Parvez
Elahi and eight other ac-
cused in a corruption
and kickbacks reference
linked to development
projects in Gujrat.

The indictment was
reissued after the inclu-
sion of new co-accused
in the case.

Parvez Elahi, along
with former principal
secretary of the Punjab
Assembly Muhammad
Khan Bhatti and other
suspects, appeared be-
fore the Accountability
Court Lahore Judge
Rana Muhammad Arif.

The other co-ac-
cused named in the case
include Khalid
Mahmood Chatha,
Salman Ahmed, Asad
Ali,  Naeem Iqbal,
Muhammad Asghar,
Asif Mahmood Rathore
and Muzaffar Iqbal.

During the proceed-
ings, the prosecution
submitted a supplemen-
tary reference against
two newly added co-ac-

cused, prompting the
court to frame charges
afresh against all nine
suspects.

Following the in-
dictment, the court sum-
moned prosecution wit-
nesses to record their
statements at the next
hearing.

The judge remarked
that due to his previ-
ously granted perma-
nent exemption from per-
sonal appearance,
Parvez Elahi would not
be required to attend fu-
ture hearings, and his
authorised representa-
tive would continue to
appear on his behalf for
the trial.

Qaisra Elahi, mother
of Moonis Elahi, chal-
lenged proceedings ini-
tiated against her in an
assets-related case.

Her counsel re-
quested more time to
present arguments, after
which the court  ad-
journed the hearing on
her petition until Janu-
ary 22 and directed the
defence to complete ar-
guments on the main-
tainability of the plea at
the next date.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Interior Min-
ister Syed Mohsin
Raza Naqvi on Thurs-
day hailed Pakistan’s
latest achievement on
the global stage after
the national passport
rose from 103rd to
98th place in the
Henley Passport In-
dex, marking one of its
strongest placements
in recent years.

The minister, in a
tweet, termed the im-
provement a landmark
development and
vowed that the gov-
ernment would con-
tinue efforts to en-
hance Pakistan’s glo-
bal mobility ranking.

The Henley Pass-
port Index 2026 shows
that Pakistan now has
visa-free, visa-on-ar-
rival (VOA) or Elec-

tronic Travel
Authorisation (eTA)
access to 31 destina-
tions worldwide.

The advancement
reflects expanding dip-
lomatic outreach and
new international
agreements that are
facilitating greater
travel freedom for
Pakistani nationals.

Pakistani passport
holders can now visit
31 destinations across
Asia, Africa, the Car-
ibbean and Oceania
without the need for a
traditional visa, mak-
ing leisure, business
and short-term travel
considerably easier.

Destinations of-
fering visa-free entry
include Barbados,
Dominica, Haiti,
M i c r o n e s i a ,
Montserrat, Rwanda,

St Vincent and the
Grenadines, Trinidad
and Tobago, and
Vanuatu. Countries
providing visa-on-ar-
rival access include
Burundi, Cambodia,
Cape Verde Islands,
Comoro Islands, Cook
Islands, Djibouti,
Guinea-Bissau, Mada-
gascar, Maldives,
Mozambique, Nepal,
Niue, Palau Islands,
Qatar, Samoa,
Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Timor-Leste, and
Tuvalu. The nations
offering eTA access
are Kenya,
Seychelles, and Sri
Lanka. These addi-
tions offer Pakistani
travellers access to
tropical beaches, Afri-
can savannahs, South
Asian cultural hubs
and Pacific island na-

and Ghanche. These fa-
cilities will be equipped
with standard flooring,
proper lighting and es-
sential sports equip-
ment to enable young
athletes to play accord-
ing to international stan-

dards. Mohyuddin
Wani said that Gilgit-
Baltistan possesses im-
mense sports talent, and
the completion of these
projects will not only
boost sports activities
at the local level but also

KOHAT (INP): The
rescuers retrieved
eight dead bodies
from debris after a
landsliding incident in
Qamar village in tehsil
Gambat of Kohat.

Rescue officials
said that all eight per-
sons dead bodies have
been retrieved from
the boulders.

It was earlier re-
port that dead bodies
of four persons were
removed from the de-
bris.

Rescue 1122
teams were rushed to
the area after getting
information about the
landslide incident in
Gambat.

The rescue teams
retrieved four dead
bodies trapped be-
neath the boulders
from the spot after
hectic efforts. The
rescue workers were
engaged in search of
remaining two persons
said to be trapped un-
der the rubbles, offi-
cials said.

Rescue 1122
teams rushed to the
area after getting in-
formation about the
landslide incident in
Gambat. The rescue
teams retrieved four
dead bodies trapped
beneath the boulders
from the spot after
hectic efforts. The

rescue workers were
engaged in search of
remaining persons
said trapped under the
rubbles, officials said.

Widespread mon-
soon rains wreaked
havoc in the country
last year causing land-
slides in various parts
of the country espe-
cially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa leaving
several people dead
after cloudbursts in
mountainous regions
resulting in several
deaths.

Eight local volun-
teers were killed in a
massive landslide
while repairing a
flood-damaged nullah

in Gilgit, last year in
August.

Several others
sustained injuries and
were rushed to nearby
hospitals, where emer-
gency services have
been placed on high
alert.

According to eye-
witness accounts, the
landslide struck sud-
denly as the volunteers
were working to re-
store the damaged
water channel.

Tonnes of earth
and rocks buried mul-
tiple individuals, with
police confirming that
four people were
pulled out alive but in
critical condition.

Devolution imperative for
democratic trust, effective

governance: Gilani

Pakistan won't allow
its airspace to be used

against Iran: FO
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan will not allow
its airspace, land, or ter-
ritorial waters to be used
against Iran in any attack
by the United States,
Foreign Office spokes-
person Tahir Andrabi
said on Thursday.

Addressing his
weekly press briefing,
Andrabi reiterated
Pakistan’s long-stand-
ing position of not per-
mitting its territory or air-
space to be used against
Iran,  stressing that
Islamabad remains com-
mitted to regional peace
and stability.

Addressing his
weekly press briefing,
Andrabi reiterated
Pakistan’s long-stand-
ing position of not per-
mitting its territory or air-
space to be used against
Iran,  stressing that
Islamabad remains com-
mitted to regional peace
and stability.

The spokesperson
also informed the media
that Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif received a tele-
phone call from the Amir

of the State of Qatar,
Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani.

During their warm
and cordial conversa-
tion, the two leaders ex-
pressed satisfaction
with the current trajec-
tory of bilateral relations
between Pakistan and
Qatar and reaffirmed
their shared resolve to
further strengthen their
time-tested fraternal ties.
Recent developments in
the Middle East were
also discussed.

Andrabi said the
prime minister appreci-
ated Qatar’s construc-
tive and proactive role in
promoting peace, dia-
logue, and mediation
across the region, and
acknowledged Doha’s
efforts to defuse ten-
sions through diplo-
matic means. Both lead-
ers agreed to remain in
close contact in the
coming days.

 Responding to a
question regarding ris-
ing tensions between
the United States and
Iran, the Foreign Office
spokesperson said.

ISLAMABAD, Jan 14
(INP): Acting President
and Chairman of the
Senate Syed Yousaf
Raza Gilani on Wednes-
day underscored that
devolution was not a
threat to national cohe-
sion but one of its stron-
gest safeguards, stress-
ing that a confident fed-
eration empowered its
constituent units while
remaining united by
shared constitutional
values.

Addressing the
concluding session of
Islamabad Devolution
Summit, Acting Presi-
dent Gilani said author-
ity exercised closer to
the people deepened
democratic participa-
tion, addressed griev-
ances at an early stage
and strengthened trust
in democratic institu-
tions.

He said the two-day
forum brought together
parliamentarians, consti-
tutional experts, public
administrators, econo-
mists, and representa-
tives of civil society to
engage in serious and

structured reflection on
one of the most conse-
quential questions con-
fronting Pakistan today:
how to make devolution
durable, functional, and
truly responsive to the
needs of our citizens.

He reaffirmed the
Senate’s commitment to
advancing cooperative
federalism, provincial
equity and effective
devolution, describing
the upper house as a
guardian of constitu-
tional balance and a fo-
rum for dialogue among
federating units.

Reflecting on
Pakistan’s constitutional
evolution, the acting
president recalled that
devolution had been
central to his political
journey, particularly dur-
ing his tenure as prime
minister when the 18th
Constitutional Amend-
ment was enacted
through rare political
consensus.

The amendment, he
said, fundamentally re-
balanced the federation
by restoring parliamen-
tary supremacy.

Punjab govt
announces ban on
purchase of new

petrol, diesel vehicles
for office use

help prepare players for
regional and national
competitions.

He further stated
that the Federal Govern-
ment is prioritising the
physical and mental de-
velopment of youth.

tions, reducing admin-
istrative hurdles and
broadening global mo-
bility options.

To support this in-
creasing travel free-
dom, Pakistan last year
introduced a Digital
Integrated Dashboard
enabling real-time
monitoring of passport
applications, printing,
and delivery.

The national pass-
port also underwent a
significant redesign,
incorporating cultural
and historical land-
marks from all four
provinces.

The modernised
layout blends en-
hanced security fea-
tures with artistic ele-
ments, showcasing
Pakistan’s heritage in
line with international
design standards.

LAHORE (INP): The
Punjab government
has announced a ban
on the purchase of
new petrol and diesel
vehicles for govern-
ment departments in a
bid to promote envi-
ronment friendly
transport.

It has been de-
cided that only electric
or hybrid vehicles will
be allowed for pur-
chase, while vehicles
used in field duty will
be exempted from the
new restriction.

Additionally, the
government has im-
posed a condition for
the approval of new
petrol pumps. New
fuel stations will only
receive their No Ob-
jection Certificate
(NOC) after installing
electric vehicle charg-
ing units. This decision
ensures that no new
petrol pump can oper-

ate without providing
facilities for electric
vehicle charging.

Punjab's Chief
Secretary emphasized
that promoting "green
energy" is a priority
for the government in
order to protect the
environment. A new
electric vehicle policy
for the province will
soon be introduced to
further support these
efforts.

As part of this ini-
tiative, NOCs for 170
new petrol pumps in
31 cities have been is-
sued via the E-Biz por-
tal. Notable cities such
as Faisalabad (29
pumps), Lahore (14
pumps), Bahawalpur
(10 pumps), and
Khanewal and
Bahawalnagar (9
pumps each) will see
new petrol stations
with mandatory elec-
tric charging units.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif presiding over a consultative meeting
with private sector experts regarding reforms in Pakistan Railways.

ISLAMABAD:Federal Minister Dr. Musadik Malik Chairs High-Level Meeting
on Water Quality of Rawal Lake

MANAMA: President Asif Ali Zardari being briefed by the Economic Development Board of Bahrain,
in the presence of Deputy Prime Minister of Bahrain Shaikh Khalid Bin Abdullah Al Khalifa.
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DC Jaffarabad Chairs Key Meeting on Agricultural
Land Identification Under Green Pakistan Initiative

Reko Diq Mining Company (RDMC) Awards 53 Students
from Chagai with Fully Funded Scholarships

Balochistan Food Minister Visits Injured of
Ziarat Tragic Incident at Civil Hospital Quetta
QUETTA: Provincial
Minister for Food and
Chairman Balochistan
Food Authority, Haji
Noor Muhammad
Khan Domki, visited
the Trauma Center of
Civil Hospital Quetta
to inquire about the
health of those injured
in the tragic incident
that occurred in the
Killi Manah area of
Ziarat.

During the visit,
the provincial food
minister met the in-
jured patients individu-

ally, inquired about
their condition, and ex-
pressed heartfelt sym-
pathy with them and
their families.

 He prayed for the
speedy recovery of
the injured and as-
sured them of full sup-
port from the provin-
cial government.

Haji Noor
Muhammad Khan
Domki also received a
detailed briefing from
the hospital adminis-
tration regarding the
ongoing medical treat-

ment and overall
healthcare arrange-
ments.  He issued
clear instructions that
all possible and qual-
ity medical facilities be
provided to the injured
without any delay,
emphasizing that neg-
ligence in treatment
would not be toler-
ated.

District Chairman
Ziarat, Abdul Sattar
Kakar, was also
present on the occa-
sion and accompanied
the provincial minister

UNICEF and CPD Organize Two-Day
AI-Based Training for Teachers in Sherani

to Reduce School Dropout Rate

Syed Muhammad
Qaseem:

Reko Diq Mining
Company (RDMC), in
partnership with Com-
munity Development
Committees (CDCs),
held a Scholarship
Award Ceremony in
Nokkundi to celebrate
academic excellence.

A total of 53 tal-
ented students from
District Chagai, in-
cluding 19 female stu-
dents, were awarded
fully funded scholar-
ships under the
RDMC Scholarship
Program.

The selected stu-
dents will attend a six-
month Foundation
Program at the Insti-
tute of Business Ad-
ministration (IBA),
Sukkur. Parents and
community members
attended the cer-
emony to acknowl-
edge the students’ hard
work and achieve-
ments. RDMC Head
of Sustainability,
Ashley Price, said the
company remains
committed to people-
centered development.
She stressed that edu-
cation is key to build-
ing strong and self-re-
liant communities and

praised the students
for earning the oppor-
tunity through dedica-

tion and discipline.
Representatives

of the CDCs from

Nokkundi, Humai, and
Fan Sediments also
addressed the gather-

ing. They appreciated
RDMC’s continued
support for local de-

velopment and
pledged to work
closely with the com-

pany for the long-term
welfare of the com-
munities.

During the event,
certificates were pre-
sented to the scholar-
ship recipients. The
foundation program
will help them
strengthen academic
skills, build confidence,
and prepare for admis-
sion to universities
across Pakistan.

RDMC General
Manager Ryan
Mitchell congratulated
the students, noting
that their success
would benefit not only
them but also their
communities. He en-
couraged them to give
back and contribute
positively to society.

He also thanked
CDC members for
ensuring that RDMC’s
community initiatives
are aligned with genu-
ine local needs.

RDMC continues
to prioritize inclusive
and sustainable devel-
opment, with educa-
tion as a central focus.
The scholarship pro-
gram is part of a
broader effort that in-
cludes support for pri-
mary education and fi-
nancial assistance to
deserving university
students from
Balochistan.

JAFFARABAD: A
special meeting was
held under the chair-
manship of Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Jaffarabad, Khalid
Khan, to identify agri-
cultural land in the dis-
trict under the Green
Pakistan Initiative.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Director Agriculture
Extension Jaffarabad
Mehr Dil Abro,
Tehsildar Jhatpat
Abdullah Lashari,
Naib Tehsildar Jhatpat
Abdul Ghani Chachar,

Qanoongo Fakhruddin
Umrani, Superinten-
dent Cattle Farm
Ameer Bakhsh
Soomro, along with
other concerned offic-
ers and members.

During the meet-
ing, detailed discus-
sions were held on the
objectives of the
Green Pakistan Initia-
tive, increasing agri-
cultural production,
identification of barren
and cultivable govern-
ment and private land,
and its effective utili-
zation.

Officials from the
Agriculture and Rev-
enue departments
briefed the partici-
pants on the availabil-
ity of agricultural land
in the district, existing
irrigation facilities, and
potential development
projects.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Khalid
Khan stated that the
Green Pakistan Initia-
tive is a major govern-
ment program aimed
at strengthening the
agricultural sector,

achieving food self-
sufficiency,

creating employ-
ment opportunities,
and stabilizing the
economy.

He emphasized
the need for transpar-
ent and accurate iden-
tification of agricul-
tural land and directed
all relevant depart-
ments to work in close
coordination to ensure
practical implementa-
tion so that the ben-
efits of the initiative
reach farmers at the
grassroots level.

during the visit.
 He too inquired

about the condition of
the injured and as-
sured the hospital ad-
ministration of full co-
operation. The families
and attendants of the
injured expressed
their gratitude to the
provincial food minis-
ter for personally vis-
iting the patients and
taking keen interest in
resolving their issues,
terming the gesture as
commendable and re-
assuring.

ZHOB:  A two-day
training workshop was
organized in Sherani
through the joint col-
laboration of UNICEF
and CPD to train
teachers on the use of
Artificial Intelligence
(AI) for student atten-
dance tracking and
monitoring.

Master Trainers
Aimal Khan and Noor
Muhammad con-
ducted the training
sessions, while Teach-
ers Associate
Ikramullah and
Project Assistant
Shoaib Salar super-
vised the overall train-
ing process.

During the train-
ing, the master train-
ers highlighted findings
from a comprehensive
study conducted by

the School Education
D e p a r t m e n t
Balochistan in collabo-
ration with UNICEF
and the Global Part-
nership for Education
(GPE).

The study re-
vealed an alarming
school dropout rate at
the primary level in
Balochistan. Accord-
ing to the research, the
dropout rate among
boys ranges from 59 to
61 percent, while
among girls it stands at
56 percent.

The study, titled
“Study on School
Dropouts in
Balochistan,” re-
viewed data from 20
districts of the prov-
ince between 2016
and 2021.

The report identi-

fied major reasons for
school dropouts, in-
cluding child-related
issues, lack of paren-
tal interest, social pres-
sure,

s chool - r e la ted
challenges, systemic
weaknesses, and ad-
verse economic and
social conditions.

The report recom-
mended child-cen-
tered interventions, in-
creased parental sup-
port, improvement in
school infrastructure
and teaching quality,
and the establishment
of an effective drop-
out prevention system.

To address the
current challenges,
special training pro-
grams for teachers
are underway across
Balochistan, with a

strong focus on mod-
ern technology, par-
ticularly Artificial In-
telligence.

During the ses-
sions, teachers re-
ceived practical train-
ing on using AI tools
for monitoring student
attendance, assessing
academic perfor-
mance, and generating
comprehensive evalu-
ation reports.

According to offi-
cials, the AI-based
system will help in
early identification of
dropout trends and
enable timely and ef-
fective interventions,
contributing to im-
proved education out-
comes and a reduction
in dropout rates across
Balochistan in the fu-
ture.

High-Level Agriculture Review Meeting Held in
Quetta Under Secretary Noor Ahmed Pirkani

QUETTA: A high-
level meeting of vari-
ous departments of the
Balochistan Agricul-
ture Department was
held in Quetta under

ment of Agriculture
(Extension), Agricul-
ture Research, On-
Farm Water Manage-
ment (OFWM), Agri-
culture Engineering,

eters for fiscal year
2024–25 (July 2025 to
November 2025),
which will be pre-
sented in the upcom-
ing Departmental Ac-

SNEs.
He emphasized

the importance of at-
tending future meet-
ings with complete
preparation, accurate

the chairmanship of
Secretary Agriculture
& Cooperatives
Balochistan, Noor
Ahmed Pirkani, to re-
view key agricultural
development initia-
tives, Public Sector
Development Pro-
grams (PSDPs) and
Schedules of New
Expenditure (SNEs)
across the province.

The meeting was
attended by senior of-
ficials and representa-
tives from the Depart-

Directorate General
CRS, Agricultural Col-
lege Quetta and
Panjgur, and the
Green Pakistan Initia-
tive Balochistan.

During the ses-
sion, participants re-
viewed the progress
of development
projects and PSDPs
for the second quarter
of fiscal year 2025–
26.

The meeting also
discussed the pro-
posed PDP param-

counts Committee
(DAC) meeting.

Furthermore, de-
tailed deliberations
were held on SNEs
for the fiscal year
2026–27, which will be
taken up in the next
session of the Budget
Priority Committee.

Secretary Noor
Ahmed Pirkani di-
rected all concerned
officials to accelerate
the implementation of
d e v e l o p m e n t
schemes, PSDPs and

data, and all required
documentation to en-
sure improved perfor-
mance and sustainable
growth of the agricul-
tural sector in
Balochistan.

The meeting reaf-
firmed the provincial
government’s com-
mitment to strengthen-
ing agricultural devel-
opment and enhancing
institutional efficiency
for the long-term ben-
efit of farmers and the
rural economy.
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Equities falter after overnight rally
NEWS DESK: After a
mild recovery overnight
following a three-ses-
sion of continuous bat-
tering,  the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
on Wednesday came un-
der renewed selling pres-
sure as investors
res-umed profit-taking
amid a dearth of any
positive triggers and
mounting regional ten-
sions, pulling the bench-
mark KSE-100 below the
183,000-point barrier.

Topline Securities
Ltd said the bourse wit-
nessed a round of profit-
taking as investors
chose to lock in gains
following the recent
rally. The benchmark in-
dex remained volatile
throughout the session,
hitting an intraday high
of 775 points and a low
of 1,581 points before

closing at 182,569.82,
down 1,381.69 points or
0.75pc.

Defying the broader
market trend, the E&P
sector emerged as a no-
table outperformer. Oil
and Gas Development
Com-pany rose 2.95pc,
while Pakistan Petro-
leum gained 2.12pc, both
closing higher than the
previous session amid
selective buying inter-
est in energy stocks.

On the index front,
heavyweights including
OGDCL, PPL, Askari
Bank, Meezan Bank, and
Atlas Honda Ltd lent
support, collectively
contributing 429 points.
Conversely, weakness in
United Bank, MCB
Bank, Fauji Fertiliser,
Lucky Cement, and Hub
Power weighed on sen-
timent, shaving 897

EU Green Deal rules put textile exports at a crossroads
points off the bench-
mark.

Trading activity
rem-ained subdued,
with total market volume
fell  to 1.031 bil lion
shares. However, the
value of shares traded
rose 5.19pc to Rs65.9bn.
K-Electric led the volume
chart, with 56 million
shares traded.

Ali Najib, Deputy
Head of Trading at Arif
Habib Ltd, attributed the
subdued market momen-
tum to heightened geo-
political tensions, as in-
vestors adopted a cau-
tious stance amid esca-
lating uncertainty in the
Middle East.

On the macro front,
Bloomberg expects
Pak-istan’s recent infla-
tion slowdown to 5.6pc
year-on-year to be tem-
porary.

Oil slides over 3pc after Trump
comments ease Iran fears

Power users to continue paying debt surcharge

Pakistan needs $566bn to meet climate targets

NEWS DESK: The
government on
Wednesday an-
nounced that the
Rs3.23 per unit debt
surcharge on electric-
ity consumers would
continue for up to six
years as it notified a
revised uniform na-
tional base tariff for
the current year with-
out any change.

In a statement is-
sued on the sidelines
of the revised tariff
notification for all dis-
tribution companies
(Discos) and K-Elec-
tric, the Power Divi-
sion said the debt sur-
charge, currently
charged at Rs3.23 per
unit, would be with-
drawn in five to six
years once the circu-
lar debt is cleared.

“Once the circular
debt is cleared, the
debt surcharge cur-
rently charged at
Rs3.23 per unit will be
withdrawn,

providing further
tariff relief to consum-
ers,” it said, adding
that the government
had introduced a sur-
plus power package
under which industrial
and agricultural con-
sumers can avail ad-
ditional electricity at a
concessional rate of

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan will need a stag-
gering $565.7 billion in
investment to achieve
its Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions
(NDC) 3.0 climate
commitments by 2035.

These include a 17
per cent unconditional
and 33pc conditional
reduction in green-
house gas emissions, a
30pc increase in elec-
tric vehicle adoption,
and a shift to 60pc re-
newable energy.

Meeting these
ambitious goals will
depend heavily on
mobilising green-
aligned investments,
making frameworks
like the Pakistan
Green Taxonomy and
robust ESG disclosure
practices essential for
guiding capital toward
sustainable projects.

This was revealed
during a session on
Pakistan Green Tax-
onomy (PGT) and
ESG Disclosure
Guidelines hosted by
the Overseas Inves-
tors Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry
(OICCI), which was
attended by top busi-
ness executives and

industry stakeholders
on Wednesday.

According to
OICCI’s press re-
lease, the session was
held in the backdrop of
the Securities and Ex-
change Commission
of Pakistan’s issuance
of the revised ESG
Disclosure Guidelines
for listed companies,
formally aligning them
with the Pakistan
Green Taxonomy. The
move is aimed at
s t r e n g t h e n i n g
sustainability report-
ing, enhancing trans-
parency, and support-
ing Pakistan’s climate
transition and environ-

mental commitments.
The Pakistan

Green Taxonomy
(PGT), launched by
the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP) in 2024,
provides a clear clas-
sification system for
identifying activities
that actively contribute
to environmental ob-
jectives, including cli-
mate change mitiga-
tion, sustainable water
use, ecosystem pro-
tection, pollution pre-
vention, circular
economy, and land
m a n a g e m e n t .
Complementing this,
the ESG Disclosure
Guidelines, which will

transition to mandatory
reporting between
2029 and 2031, estab-
lish standardised
metrics for financial
and non-financial
sustainability report-
ing.

On green financ-
ing, Farrukh Rehman,
an expert on climate
regulatory compliance,
emphasised that inte-
grating PGT into ESG
reporting is a roadmap
for businesses to align
their operations with
national climate objec-
tives. Transparent and
structured reporting
will attract sustainable
investment.

NEWS DESK: Pakistan's
textile sector has entered
2026 at a defining junc-
ture, with its long-stand-
ing export model facing
mounting pressure from
tightening global regula-
tions, intensifying com-
petition and domestic
cost constraints. After a
modest recovery in 2025
that lifted textile exports
to around $17.85 billion,
industry leaders now
warn that the sector's
preferential access to
European markets under
the GSP Plus regime is
increasingly at risk.

These concerns
dominated discussions
at the Global Procure-
ment and Supply Chain
Summit (GPS 2026), held
in Karachi,  where
policymakers, procure-
ment leaders and textile
executives assessed the
evolving global trade
environment. Address-
ing the summit as chief
guest, Shahbaz H Syed,
President and CEO of
EXIM Bank of Pakistan,
described the current
environment as a "per-
fect storm", driven by
rising energy costs, ag-
gressive sustainability
regulations and redi-
rected global supply
flows.

At the core of the
challenge is the Euro-
pean Union's Green Deal,
which is reshaping pro-

curement standards
worldwide. Regulations
such as the Ecodesign
for Sustainable Prod-
ucts Regulation (ESPR)
and the Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism
(CBAM) are fundamen-
tally altering how buyers
evaluate suppliers. Ac-
cording to GPS Advisory
Board member Imran
Mushtaq, procurement
is undergoing a struc-
tural shift.

"Procurement is no
longer just about price;
it's about provenance,"
Mushtaq said. He noted
that EU regulations now
require detailed trace-
ability across the supply
chain, standards that

most Pakistani mills cur-
rently lack at a granular
level. Without credible
systems to demonstrate
environmental compli-
ance and product origin,
exporters risk exclusion
from key European buy-
ers, regardless of price
competitiveness.

Energy economics
further complicates the
picture. Pakistan's el-
evated grid tariffs have
significantly eroded
margins, forcing manu-
facturers to reconsider
their operating models.
Industry participants
highlighted that on-site
renewable energy solu-
tions, such as solar and
biomass, are increas-

ingly viewed not only as
sustainability measures
but also as strategic
tools to manage cost
volatility. Similarly, the
use of recycled fibres
and certified cotton has
shifted from being a
niche preference to a
baseline requirement for
access to EU markets.

Adding to regula-
tory pressure is the
growing influx of di-
verted Chinese textile
shipments. As the United
States tightens trade re-
strictions on China, sur-
plus Chinese inventory
is being redirected to the
European Union and
Middle Eastern markets
at sharply discounted

prices. This has intensi-
fied competition, particu-
larly in commoditised
product categories.

Syed cautioned that
Pakistani exporters can-
not compete solely on
price against such vol-
umes. Instead, he urged
a strategic pivot towards
high-compliance and
value-added segments.
Vertically integrated
mills, those controlling
the entire value chain
from spinning to stitch-
ing, retain an advantage
through shorter lead
times, higher transpar-
ency and better align-
ment with buyer compli-
ance requirements. Cru-
cially, strict adherence to
the EU's Rules of Origin
allows Pakistani export-
ers to legitimately ben-
efit from GSP Plus duty-
free access, an option
unavailable to diverted
Chinese goods.

Technology adop-
tion emerged as a recur-
ring theme at the summit,
particularly the role of
artificial intelligence and
digital traceability in
procurement. Altaf Gul
Muhammad, Chief Sup-
ply Chain and Opera-
tions Officer at Yunus
Textile Mills,
emphasised the need for
stronger coordination
across industry, regula-
tors and technology pro-
viders.

Rs22.98 per unit for
three years, helping
reduce average indus-
trial tariffs. In addition,
a circular debt settle-
ment plan has been
launched to eliminate
outstanding debt
within five to six years.

The Power Divi-
sion also conceded
that the growth of off-
grid solar consumption
had distorted subsidy
requirements, with the
number of protected
consumers doubling
from 11 million in 2021

to 22m recently due to
hybrid consumption
patterns. “This has not
only strained fiscal re-
sources but has also
increased the cross-
subsidy burden on in-
dustrial and commer-
cial users, undermin-

ing their competitive-
ness,” it said, adding
that commercial, bulk
supply and high-con-
suming domestic con-
sumers were currently
bearing a significantly
higher cross-subsidy
burden than the indus-

trial sector. Respond-
ing to criticism over
higher energy costs —
also highlighted by Fi-
nance Minister
M u h a m m a d
Aurangzeb as one of
the key reasons for the
exit of foreign firms

from Pakistan and ex-
port challenges — the
Power Division said it
would explore addi-
tional options to fur-
ther reduce the cross-
subsidy burden on in-
dustrial consumers, in-
cluding subsidy re-

forms and debt refi-
nancing, in addition to
the tariff reduction
measures already in
place.

It added that data
showed the industrial
cross-subsidy burden
had been reduced
from Rs225 billion
(Rs8.9 per unit) in
March 2024, when the
current government
assumed office, to
Rs102bn (Rs4.02 per
unit) at present, re-
flecting a reduction of
Rs123bn. “Industrial
electricity tariffs (in-
cluding taxes) have
declined from Rs62.99
per unit in March 2024
to Rs46.31 per unit in
December 2025, while
the national average
tariff has fallen from
Rs53.04 to Rs42.27
per unit,” it said. More-
over, to reduce elec-
tricity tariffs, the gov-
ernment has termi-
nated inefficient
power plants and suc-
cessfully renegotiated
contracts with inde-
pendent power pro-
ducers (IPPs).  These
measures have re-
sulted in tariff reduc-
tions, and further ne-
gotiations with the re-
maining IPPs are un-
derway, the Power
Division said.

NEWS DESK: Oil prices
fell more than three per
cent on Thursday after
US President Donald
Trump said killings of
demonstrators in nation-
wide protests in Iran
were stopping, temper-
ing concerns over mili-
tary action against Iran
and supply disruptions.

Brent futures
LCOc1 were down $2.19,
or 3.3pc, at $64.33 a bar-
rel by 8:45am GMT, while
US West Texas Interme-
diate crude CLc1had

slipped $2.07, or 3.34pc,
to $59.95 a barrel.

Brent futures rose
above $66.50 a barrel on
Wednesday before giv-
ing back most gains af-
ter Trump’s remarks re-
duced expectations of a
potential US attack on
Iran. Trump turned the
oil market mood by say-
ing he had received as-
surances that killings of
demonstrators in Iran
had stopped, said PVM
analyst John Evans,
adding that prices on

Thursday reflect the
narrative of a near-term
future of oversupply.

Further weighing
on prices, US crude and
gasoline inventories
rose last week more than
analysts had estimated,
the Energy Information
Administration said on
Wednesday. Also on the
supply side, Venezuela
has begun reversing oil
production cuts made
under a US embargo as
crude exports were also
resuming, three sources

said. On the demand
side,  OPEC said on
Wednesday that oil de-
mand was likely to rise
at a similar pace in 2027
as this year and pub-
lished data indicating a
near balance between
supply and demand in
2026, contrasting with
other forecasts of a ma-
jor glut. Meanwhile,
China’s crude oil imports
rose 17pc from a year
earlier in December,
while total imports in
2025 rose 4.4pc.
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Semenyo an instant hit as City close
on League Cup final

NEWS DESK: : Antoine
Semenyo made himself
an instant Manchester
City hero as Pep
Guardiola’s men took a
giant stride towards the
League Cup final with a
2-0 win against
Newcastle United.

The Ghana interna-
tional, who joined from
Bournemouth for 65 mil-
lion ($87 million) last
week, opened the scor-
ing and also had a sec-
ond goal controver-
sially ruled out.

But Rayan Cherki
delivered what could be
the knockout blow to the
holders in the 98th
minute. The Magpies
ended a 70-year wait for
a domestic trophy by
winning the League Cup
last season, but will
need a heroic fightback
to reach Wembley when
the sides meet again for
the second leg of the
semi-final on Feb 4.

Semenyo also
scored on his debut on
Saturday in a 10-1 demo-
lition of Exeter in the FA
Cup.

“The whole envi-

ronment here is perfect,”
Semenyo said. “Every-
one is confident and
wanting to achieve the
best. I’ve just come into
that and they’ve helped
me with my confidence
and they’ve made me
feel welcome.”

In previous years he

would have been cup-
tied after featuring for
Bournemouth earlier in
the competition.

Newcastle boss
Eddie Howe made clear
his dissatisfaction be-
fore the game with a rule
change this season that
allows players to play for

two clubs in the one
campaign and City took
full advantage.

Guardiola showed
his desire to reach the
final for the first time
since 2021 as Erling
Haaland made a first
League Cup start in
three years in a strong

Katie Ledecky posts second-fastest
1500m free time ever in Pro Swim win
NEWS DESK: Nine-time
Olympic gold medalist
Katie Ledecky clocked
the second-fastest
women’s 1500m
freestyle time in history
on Wednesday to
launch the US Pro Swim
Series event in Austin,
Texas, with a dominant
victory.

Ledecky was un-
touchable as she
cruised to victory in
15:23.21, more than a
minute in front of 16-
year-old runner-up
Brinkleigh Hansen, who
touched in 16:31.31.

Becca Mann was
third in 16:35.09.

Ledecky didn’t
threaten her world
record of 15:20.48, set in
2018, but she used a
strong late surge to im-
prove on the second-
best ever time of 15:24.51
that she had set at the
Pro Swim Series in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, last
April.

Since then she has
gone on to win her sixth
world title in the event
at last year’s world cham-
pionships in Singapore.

She has won both
Olympic gold medals —
at Tokyo in 2021 and
Paris 2024 — since the
1500m free was made an
Olympic event for
women.

Now 28, the Ameri-
can who won her first
Olympic gold in the 800m
freestyle at the 2012
London Games is show-
ing no signs of fading as
the 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics beckon.

Ledecky, the only
woman to beak 15:30 for
the 1500m free, did so
for the 10th time.

She owns the top
12 times ever and 24 of
the top 25, with Italian
Simon Quadrella’s run-
ner-up finish to Ledecky
in 15:31.79 at last year’s
world championships
now slotting in as the
13th-fastest ever.

Men’s world
record-holder Bobby
Finke, Ledecky’s train-
ing partner in Florida,
won the men’s 1500m
free in 15:01.70. Ireland’s
Daniel Wiffen, the reign-
ing 800m Olympic cham-
pion, was second in

15:04.98.
Olympic stars Sum-

mer McIntosh and Leon
Marchand led the way
into Thursday’s finals of
the 200m individual
medley, in which they
are both world record-
holders.

Canada’s McIn-
tosh, winner of three
gold medals at the Paris
Games and four world
titles in Singapore last
year, touched in 2:09.27
to top the semi-final
times ahead of Teagan
O’Dell (2:13.15). Emma
Weyant was third fast-
est, winning her semi in
2:14.74.

France’s Marchand,
who won four golds in
Paris, topped the men’s
200m medley semi-finals
in 2:00.10 ahead of
Kieran Smith in 2:00.19
and Carson Foster in
2:00.24. World record-
holder Regan Smith of
the United States won
the women’s 100m back-
stroke in 57.98sec, and
reigning world campion
Anna Elendt of Germany
won the women’s 100m
breaststroke in 1:06.91.

PCB names Women’s squads for SA tour
NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Cricket Board has
today unveiled the ODI
and T20I squads of the
Pakistan Women’s team
for the upcoming tour to
South Africa starting 10
February in
Potchefstroom.

Fast bowling all-
rounder Fatima Sana will
continue to lead the side
in both formats as Paki-
stan build towards the
ICC Women’s T20I
World Cup 2026 in June.

Aliya Riaz, Ayesha
Zafar,  Gull Feroza,
Muneeba Ali, Nashra
Sundhu, Natalia Parvaiz,
Rameen Shamim, Sadia
Iqbal, Sidra Amin, and
Tasmia Rubab are part of
both the squads, while
uncapped batter Saira
Jabeen and right-arm
fast bowler Humna Bilal
have earned their maiden
T20I call-ups.

Opening batters
Ayesha and Gull, along
with left-arm pacer
Tasmia and
wicketkeeper-batter
Najiha Alvi have been
called up to the 15-mem-
ber ODI squad after
missing out on the ODI
World Cup selection.

Diana Baig, Najiha,
Sadaf Shamas and
Syeda Aroob Shah are
just part of the 50-over
squad, while Humna,
Saira, Tuba Hassan and
Eyman Fatima are in the
T20I squad only.

During the tour,
mentor Wahab Riaz will
be assisted by a sea-
soned set of coaches in-
cluding Imran Farhat
(batting coach), Umaid
Asif (fast  bowling
coach), Abdur Rehman
(spin bowling coach)
and Abdul Majeed
(fielding coach).

The pre-series
training camp will com-
mence from Sunday, 1
February at the Hanif
Mohammad High Perfor-
mance Centre, Karachi.

The T20Is will be
played in
Potchefstroom, Benoni
and Kimberley from 10 to
16 February with all be-
ing day-night fixtures.
Pakistan will warm up for
the ODI series with a 50-
over game at Kimberley
followed by the three
ODIs at Bloemfontein,
Centurion and Durban
from 22 February to 1
March.

The second ODI
will begin in the after-
noon and will also be
played under l ights,
while the warm-up, first
and the third ODI will be
day games.

Pakistan Women’s
team is set to return to
South Africa for a bilat-
eral series after January
2021, when they took
part in a three-match
ODI series in Durban. In
February 2023, Pakistan
took part in the ICC
Women’s T20 World

Cup in South Africa and
played their matches in
Cape Town and Paarl.

T20I squad: Fatima
Sana (captain), Aliya
Riaz, Ayesha Zafar,
Eyman Fatima, Gull
Feroza (wicket- keeper),
Humna Bilal, Muneeba
Ali (wicket-keeper),
Nashra Sundhu, Natalia
Parvaiz,  Rameen
Shamim, Sadia Iqbal,
Saira Jabeen, Sidra
Amin, Tasmia Rubab,
and Tuba Hassan

ODI Squad: Fatima
Sana (captain), Aliya
Riaz, Ayesha Zafar,
Diana Baig, Gull Feroza,
Muneeba Ali (wicket-
keeper), Najiha Alvi
(wicket-keeper), Nashra
Sundhu, Natalia Parvaiz,
Rameen Shamim, Sadaf
Shamas, Sadia Iqbal,
Sidra Amin, Syeda
Aroob Shah and Tasmia
Rubab

Player support per-
sonnel: Wahab Riaz
(mentor), Imran Farhat
(batting coach), Umaid
Asif (fast  bowling
coach), Abdur Rehman
(spin bowling coach),
Abdul Majeed (fielding

coach),  Moeen
(strength & condition-
ing coach),  Waleed
Ahmad (performance
analyst), Ayesha Ashar
(Team manager),
Tehreem Sumbal (phys-
iotherapist) and Raza
Rashid Kitchlew (media
manager)

Pakistan Women’s
tour of South Africa
Schedule: (10 February
to 1 March)

1st T20I – 10 Febru-
ary – JB Marks Oval,
Potchefstroom (day/
night)

2nd T20I – 13 Feb-
ruary – Willowmoore
Park, Benoni (day/night)

3rd T20I – 16 Feb-
ruary – Kimberley Oval,
Kimberley (day/night)

50-over warm-up
match – 19 February -
Kimberley Oval,
Kimberley (day)

1st ODI – 22 Febru-
ary - Mangaung Oval,
Bloemfontein (day)

2nd ODI – 25 Feb-
ruary – SuperSport Park,
Centurion (day/night)

3rd ODI – 1 March
– Kingsmead Stadium,
Durban (day)

Mitchell ton helps NZ level
ODI series against India

NEWS DESK: Daryl
Mitchell scored an un-
beaten 131 from 117 balls
to lead New Zealand to
a seven-wicket win over
India in the second One-
Day Inter-nati-onal on
Wednesday and level
the three-match series at
1-1.

New Zealand won
the toss and sent India
into bat, restricting the
hosts to 284/7 in Rajkot.
The visitors chased
down that target with 15
deliveries remaining to
set up a series decider.

Mitchell, who has
been in fine form in ODI
cricket and scored 761
runs in 2025 at an aver-
age of 54.35, came in
with New Zealand in a
difficult position at 46-
2.

The 34-year-old
quickly built a strong
partnership with Will
Young as the pair com-
bined for 162 runs, with
Mitchell being dropped
on 80 by Prasidh
Krishna before going on
to notch his eighth ODI
century.

“We haven’t won
here for a couple of
years. Nice to get a win.
I am just enjoying doing
the job for the country,”
Mitchell said. “Young is
a class player, I love bat-
ting with him, we also
have fun batting to-
gether. He enjoyed play-
ing the spinners and us-
ing all his options.”

Indian bowlers en-
joyed early success
when Harshit Rana
bowled Devon Conway,
who made 16, and fellow
quick Krishna had Henry
Nicholls inside-edge a
delivery onto his stumps

Bangladesh Cricket Board
removes director Najmul Islam

amid player boycott

Afghanistan approve three-foreign-league
annual cap for top players

NEWS DESK: Top
Afghanistan players
such as Rashid Khan
can play a maximum
of three franchise
leagues abroad per
year, alongside man-
datory availability for
a rebooted domestic
competition, according
to a new policy ap-
proved by the Af-
ghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB).

The decision was
taken at the board’s
annual general meet-
ing in Kabul on
Wednesday “to pro-
tect player fitness and
mental well-being,”
the ACB said in a
statement.

“This measure
aims to manage
workload and ensure
peak performance for
national duties,” it
added.

All players should
be available for the
five-team Afghanistan
Premier League
slated to launch

around October 2026
in the United Arab
Emirates.

Star all-rounder
Rashid plays franchise
cricket in India, the
UAE, the United

City selection just days
before they visit
Manchester United in
the Premier League.

Yoane Wissa blazed
a glorious early chance
over the bar as
Newcastle roared out of
the blocks in front of a
packed St. James’ Park.

for 10.
After that Young

was joined at the crease
by experienced Mitchell
and the pair steadied the
innings for the Black
Caps.

Young (87) came
close to scoring a cen-
tury before he top-edged
a Kuldeep Yadav deliv-
ery and sent the ball
looping into Nitish
Kumar Reddy’s hands,
ending the partnership.

It was too little too
late from India, however,
as Mitchell and Glenn
Phillips (32) took New
Zealand over the finish
line and helped them
complete their highest-
ever ODI run chase in
India.

“It is a complete
performance from us
and proud of the team.
We were very happy at
the halfway point. We
bowled very well. We
were ready to chase any-
thing,  really,” New
Zealand captain Michael
Bracewell said.

Earlier on Wednes-
day, Kristian Clarke took
three decisive wickets to

stall India’s top-order,
sending Rohit Sharma,
Shreyas Iyer and Virat
Kohli back to the dress-
ing room.

KL Rahul was the
cornerstone of India’s
innings as he struck an
unbeaten 112 from 92
balls.

He put together a
73-run stand with
Ravindra Jadeja (27) and
added another 57 with
Reddy (20) as he scored
his eighth century and
also recorded his joint-
highest score in the 50-
over format.

“We did get a de-
cent start with the ball,
but they batted very
well in the middle overs,”
India captain Shubman
Gill said.

“In the first 10-15
overs that we bowled,
the ball was doing well.
After that the wicket
settled. But we could
have been more brave,
and taken more
chances.”

The decisive third
match of the series will
be played in Indore, be-
fore the teams wrap up

their preparations for
next month’s Twenty20
World Cup with a five-
match T20I series.

Scoreboard
INDIA: R. Sharma c

Young b Clarke 24 S. Gill
c Mitchell b Jamieson 56
V. Kohli b Clarke 23 S.
Iyer c Bracewell b Clarke
8 K. L. Rahul not out 112
R. Jadeja c&b Bracewell
27 N. K. Reddy c Phillips
b Foulkes 20 H. Rana c
Bracewell b Lennox 2 M.
Siraj not out 2 EXTRAS
(LB-2, NB-1, W-7) 10
TOTAL (for 7 wickets, 50
overs) 284 FALL OF
WICKETS: 1-70
(Sharma), 2-99 (Gill), 3-
115 (Iyer), 4-118 (Kohli),
5-191 (Jadeja), 6-248
(Reddy), 7-256 (Rana)
DID NOT BAT: K.
Yadav, P.  Krishna
BOWLING: Jamieson 10-
2-70-1 (1w), Foulkes 9-0-
67-1 (2w), Clarke 8-0-56-
3 (2w, 1nb), Lennox 10-
0-42-1 (2w), Bracewell
10-1-34-1, Phillips 3-0-13-
0 NEW ZEALAND: D.
Conway b Rana 16 H.
Nicholls b Krishna 10 W.
Young c Reddy b Yadav
87 D.

States, South Africa
and England.

His teammates
Noor Ahmad, Mujeeb
Ur Rahman,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz
and teenager AM

Ghazanfar also play in
multiple leagues
across the world.

Similar caps exist
elsewhere. Pakistan
restricts centrally con-
tracted players to two

overseas leagues out-
side the Pakistan Su-
per League, while In-
dia does not allow its
contracted male play-
ers to participate in any
league abroad.

NEWS DESK: The
Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) on Thurs-
day removed director
Najmul Islam following
protests from cricketers
ahead of Bangladesh
Premier League (BPL)
matches over comments
against the country’s
cricketers made by Islam
on Wednesday, The
Daily Star reported.

The first BPL match
scheduled for 1pm local
time today was delayed
as players from
Chattogram Royals and
Noakhali Express did not
show up at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Cricket
Stadium for the game,
according to The Daily
Star. Islam was handed a
show-cause notice by
the BCB a few hours be-
fore the match was set
to begin. However, the
Cricketers’ Welfare As-
sociation of Bangladesh
(CWAB) had called for a
nationwide boycott on
all forms of cricket un-
less Islam tenders his
resignation.

In a media release

today, the BCB said the
decision to remove Islam
was taken by president
Aminul Islam Bulbul
“following a review of
recent developments
and in the best interest
of the organisation”,
and that it would come
into effect immediately,
The Daily Star reported.

“The decision has
been taken in accor-
dance with the authority
vested in the BCB Presi-
dent under Article 31 of
the BCB Constitution
and is aimed at ensuring
the continued smooth
and effective function-
ing of the Board’s af-
fairs,” the statement
read. “The Board re-
mains fully committed to
upholding the honour
and dignity of all play-
ers under its jurisdic-
tion. “In this regard, the
BCB hopes that all crick-
eters will continue to dis-
play the highest stan-
dards of professional-
ism and dedication to
the betterment of
Bangladesh cricket, and
will do their utmost to

ensure continued par-
ticipation in the
Bangladesh Premier
League,” it added.

Until further notice,
Bulbul will serve as the
acting chairman of the fi-
nance committee that Is-
lam was the chair of.

Islam had said on
Wednesday night that
he believes national
cricketers should be
asked to return the
“crores and crores of
taka” that the BCB
spends on them, ESPN
Cricinfo reported.

The BCB officially
distanced itself from
Islam’s comments and
expressed its “sincere
regret for remarks that
may be deemed inappro-
priate, offensive, or hurt-
ful. “The Bangladesh
Cricket Board also makes
it clear that it will take
appropriate disciplinary
action against any indi-
vidual whose conduct or
comments show disre-
spect towards cricketers
or cause harm to the
reputation and integrity
of Bangladesh cricket.
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China asks firms to stop using US, Israeli
cybersecurity software

Pakistan hopes routine processing of US immigrant
visas will resume ‘soon’ after internal review: FO

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
on Thursday expressed
hope that the United
States would “soon” re-
sume immigrant visa pro-
cessing, adding that it
viewed the recent sus-
pension as part of an in-
ternal review.

The US on
Wednesday announced
the suspension of immi-
grant visa processing for
Pakistan and 74 other
countries, effective Janu-
ary 21, citing concerns
that immigrants from
these nations often rely
on public welfare
programmes.

In its statement, the
State Department had
said the “freeze will re-
main active until the US
can ensure that new im-
migrants will not extract
wealth from the Ameri-
can people”.

Responding to a
query about the move
despite Pakistan’s im-
proved relations with
Washington in recent
months, Foreign Office
(FO) spokesperson Tahir
Hussain Andrabi ac-
knowledged coming
across the “reports”.

“Basically, it was a
brief statement by the
US State Department on

Iran warns of retaliation if Trump strikes, US withdraws some personnel from bases
NEWS DESK:  The
United States is with-
drawing some personnel
from bases in the Middle
East, a US official said on
Wednesday, after a se-
nior Iranian official said
Tehran had warned
neighbours it would hit
American bases if Wash-
ington strikes.

With Iran's leader-
ship trying to quell the
worst domestic unrest
the Islamic Republic has
ever faced, Tehran is
seeking to deter US
President Donald
Trump's repeated threats
to intervene on behalf of
anti-government pro-
testers.

The UN Security
Council is due to meet on
Iran on Thursday at the
request of the United
States.

A US official, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, said the United
States was pulling some
personnel from key
bases in the region as a
precaution given height-
ened regional tensions.

"All the signals are
that a US attack is immi-
nent, but that is also how
this administration be-
haves to keep everyone
on their toes.

Global unemployment 'stable' in 2026

Trump reiterates desire for Greenland
following high-stakes meeting

their social media ac-
count about the internal
review of processing im-
migrant visas that they
are in the process of,”
he said.

“We are in touch
with the US authorities
to ascertain further de-
tails. This is an evolving
news that we are follow-
ing“.” “We understand
that this is an internal
ongoing process of re-
view of US immigration
policies and system, and
hope that the routine
processing of immigrant
visas will resume soon,”
the FO spokesperson

NEWS DESK: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump reit-
erated on Wednesday
that the United States
needs Greenland and
that Denmark cannot be
relied upon to protect
the island, even as he
said that “something will
work out” with respect
to the future governance
of the Danish overseas
territory.

The remarks, which
came after a high-stakes
meeting between US,
Danish and Greenlandic
officials, indicate that
there are still fundamen-
tal, if not intractable, dif-
ferences between how
W a s h i n g t o n ,
Copenhagen and Nuuk
see the political future of
the island.

“Greenland is very
important for the na-
tional security, includ-
ing of Denmark,” Trump
told reporters in the Oval
Office. “And the prob-
lem is there’s not a thing
that Denmark can do
about it if Russia or
China wants to occupy
Greenland, but there’s
everything we can do.
You found that out last
week with Venezuela,”
he said.

After meeting with
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance at the
White House on
Wednesday, Danish For-
eign Minister Lars Lokke
Rasmussen and his
Greenlandic counterpart
Vivian Motzfeldt said
the US and Denmark
would form a working
group to discuss a broad
array of concerns regard-
ing the island that could

added. The visa pro-
cessing suspension
could delay travel,
study, and work plans
for thousands of Paki-
stanis who annually
seek US visas. Pakistani
consulates in the US are
expected to provide
guidance to affected ap-
plicants in the coming
days.

The freeze is linked
to the US public-charge
rule, which evaluates
whether immigrants are
likely to rely on govern-
ment assistance. While
suspensions of visa ser-
vices have occurred in

meet in the coming
weeks.

Greenland ‘not for
sale’, Copenhagen and
Nuuk say

But they also made
clear that Washington
had not budged on its
position that it must ac-
quire Greenland, an au-
tonomous territory of
Denmark that is strategi-
cally located and rich in
minerals. Rasmussen
and Motzfeldt de-
scribed such an out-
come as an unacceptable
breach of sovereignty.

“We didn’t manage
to change the American
position,”

Rasmussen told re-
porters outside the Dan-
ish embassy in Wash-
ington. “It’s clear that
the president has this
wish of conquering over
Greenland.”

Trump has not
ruled out taking
Greenland by force. Be-
fore the two-hour meet-
ing, he argued on social
media that Nato would
become far more formi-
dable and effective with

Greenland in the hands
of the US. “Anything
less than that is unac-
ceptable,” he wrote.

In recent weeks, he
has frequently repeated
longstanding claims that
acquiring Greenland is a
national security impera-
tive and that Denmark is
not capable of warding
off Russian and Chinese
influence in the Arctic
region.

Greenland and Den-
mark say the island is not
for sale, that threats of
force are reckless and
security concerns
should be resolved
among allies. Prominent
EU countries have
backed Denmark, a mem-
ber of the Nato alliance.

Ahead of the meet-
ing, Greenland and Den-
mark said they had be-
gun to increase their mili-
tary presence in and
around Greenland in
close cooperation with
Nato allies, as part of
their promise to beef up
Arctic defense.

Late on Wednes-
day, a Danish Air Force

plane landed at Nuuk
airport and personnel in
military fatigues disem-
barked, footage
showed. The Danish
military will support the
preparation of exercise
activity, according to
the nation’s Joint Arctic
Command.

Germany, Sweden
and Norway have also
announced that they
would send military per-
sonnel to the island.

The increased mili-
tary presence would in-
clude a range of exercise
activities throughout
2026, according to the
Danish defense minis-
try.

Avoiding a
Zelensky moment at the
White House

In their remarks to
reporters, Rasmussen
and Motzfeldt called the
meeting respectful and
emphasised that Den-
mark shared US con-
cerns about Arctic secu-
rity. But they firmly re-
jected the idea of the is-
land becoming Ameri-
can.

the past, officials have
termed the scope of this
action unprecedented.

No timeline has
been given for resuming
visa services, but the
State Department as-
sured that countries
would be notified once
the review is complete.

‘Full confidence in
Iranian people and their
leadership’ On the ongo-
ing unrest in Iran and
Tehran’s heightened
tensions with the US, the
FO spokesperson said
Pakistan was “closely
following the develop-
ments”.

NEWS DESK: Chinese
authorities have told do-
mestic companies to
stop using cybersecurity
software made by
roughly a dozen firms
from the US and Israel
due to national security
concerns.

As trade and diplo-
matic tensions flare be-
tween China and the US
and both sides vie for
tech supremacy, Beijing
has been keen to replace
Western-made technol-
ogy with domestic alter-
natives. The US compa-
nies whose
cybersecurity software
has been banned in-
clude Broadcom-owned
VMware, Palo Alto Net-
works and Fortinet,
while the Israeli compa-
nies include Check Point
Software Technologies,
the sources said.

Shares of Broadcom
and Palo Alto Networks
were down more than
1pc in premarket trading,
while those of Fortinet

fell nearly 3pc.
Washington allows

Nvidia to send ad-
vanced AI chips to
China with restrictions

Chinese authorities
expressed concern that
the software could col-
lect and transmit confi-
dential  information
abroad, the sources
said. They declined to
be named due to the
sensitivity of the situa-
tion. While the West and
China have clashed over
China’s efforts to build
up its semiconductor
and artificial intelligence
sectors, Chinese ana-
lysts have said Beijing
has become increas-
ingly concerned that
any Western equipment
could be hacked by for-
eign powers.  It  has
therefore sought to re-
place Western computer
equipment and word
processing software.

The country’s larg-
est cybersecurity pro-
viders include 360 Secu-

rity Technology and
Neusoft.

Nvidia to send ad-
vanced AI chips

The US Commerce
Department on Tuesday
opened the door for
Nvidia to sell advanced
artificial intelligence
chips in China with re-
strictions,  following
through on a policy shift
announced last month
by President Donald
Trump. The change
would permit Nvidia to
sell its powerful H200
chip to Chinese buyers
if certain conditions are
met — including proof
of “sufficient” US sup-
ply — while sales of its
most advanced proces-
sors would stil l  be
blocked. However, un-
certainty has grown
over how much demand
there will be from Chi-
nese companies,  as
Beijing has reportedly
been encouraging tech
companies to use home-
grown chips.

Chinese officials
have informed some
firms they would only
approve buying H200
chips under special cir-
cumstances, such as de-
velopment labs or uni-
versity research, news
website The Information
reported on Tuesday,
cit ing people with
knowledge of the situa-
tion. The Information
had previously reported
that Chinese officials
were calling on compa-
nies there to pause H200
purchases while they
deliberated requiring
them to buy a certain ra-
tio of AI chips made by
Nvidia rivals in China. In
its official update on
Tuesday, the US Com-
merce Department’s Bu-
reau of Industry and Se-
curity said i t  had
changed the licensing
review policy for H200
and similar chips from a
presumption of denial to
handling applications
case-by-case.

Unpredictability is part
of the strategy," a West-
ern military official told
Reuters later on

Wednesday.
At the White

House, however, Trump
suggested he was

adopting a wait-and-see
posture toward the cri-
sis.

Trump told report-

ers that he has been told
that killings in the Ira-
nian government's crack-
down on the protests

were subsiding and that
he believes there is cur-
rently no plan for large-
scale executions.

Asked who told him
that the killings had
stopped, Trump de-
scribed them as "very
important sources on the
other side".

The president did
not rule out potential US
military action, saying
"we are going to watch
what the process is" be-
fore noting that his ad-
ministration had re-
ceived a "very good
statement" from Iran.

Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araqchi
said on Wednesday,
"there is no plan" by
Iran to hang people,
when asked about the
anti-government pro-
tests. "There is no plan
for hanging at all," the
foreign minister told Fox
News in an interview on
the "Special Report with
Bret Baier" show. "Hang-
ing is out of the ques-
tion," he said.

According to the
Norway-based Iran Hu-
man Rights Society,
hangings are common in
Iranian prisons. Timing
remains unclear Two Eu-
ropean officials said US
military intervention
could come in the next 24
hours. An Israeli official
also said it appeared

Trump had decided to
intervene, though the
scope and timing re-
mained unclear.

Qatar said draw-
downs from its Al Udeid
air base, the biggest US
base in the Middle East,
were "being undertaken
in response to the cur-
rent regional tensions".

Three diplomats
said some personnel
had been told to leave
the base, though there
were no immediate signs
of large numbers of
troops being bussed out
to a soccer stadium and
shopping mall as took
place hours before an
Iranian missile strike last
year.

Britain was also
withdrawing some per-
sonnel from an air base
in Qatar ahead of pos-
sible US strikes, The I
Paper newspaper re-
ported. The British de-
fence ministry had no
immediate comment.

Trump has repeat-
edly threatened to inter-
vene in support of pro-
testers in Iran, where
thousands of people
have been reported
killed in a crackdown on
the unrest against cleri-
cal rule.

NEWS DESK: The
global unemployment
rate is expected to
hold steady in 2026,
the United Nations
said Wednesday, but
cautioned the labour
market's seeming sta-
bility belies a dire
shortage of decent
jobs.

The UN's Interna-
tional Labour Organi-
zation said the global
economy and labour
market appeared to
have weathered re-
cent economic shocks
better than expected.

But the ILO
warned that efforts to
improve global job
quality had stagnated,
leaving hundreds of
millions of workers
wallowing in poverty,
even as trade uncer-
tainty risked cutting
into workers wages.

The global unem-
ployment rate was es-
timated at 4.9 percent
last year and the year
before, and is now pro-
jected to remain at a
similar level until 2027,
a report from the UN
labour agency said.

That amounts to

186 million people out
of work this year, it
said.

"Global labour
markets look stable,
but that stability is quite
fragile," Caroline
Fredrickson, head of
the ILO's research
department, told re-
porters, cautioning that
the "apparent calm
masks deeper and un-
resolved problems".

At a time when
US President Donald
Trump has slapped
towering tariffs on
friends and foes alike,

the report cautioned
that "disruptions
caused by trade un-
certainty, combined
with ongoing long-
term transformations
in global trade, could
significantly affect
labour market out-
comes".

Going forward,
the ILO said its mod-
elling suggested that a
moderate increase in
trade policy uncer-
tainty "may reduce re-
turns to labour and, as
a consequence, real
wages for both skilled

and unskilled workers
across all sectors", es-
pecially in Southeast
Asia, Southern Asia
and Europe.

The potential of
trade to generate new
employment opportu-
nities was also being
challenged by the on-
going disruptions, the
report said, pointing
out that 465 million
jobs globally depended
on foreign demand
through exports of
goods and services
and related supply
chains in 2024.


