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Balochistan Govt, NBP Sign MoU to
Provide Subsidised Electric Scooters

5.8-magnitude
arthquake jolts parts
of Gilgit-Baltistan,

KP: PMD

NEWS DESK:

An earthquake of magnitude 5.8
jolted parts of Pakistan on Mon-
day, including Gilgit-Baltistan,
Peshawar and adjacent areas of
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, the Paki-
stan Meteorological Department
said. According to PMD, the
earthquake struck at 11:21am at a
depth of 10 kilometres, with its
epicentre in Northwestern Kash-
mir. According to the European
Mediterranean Seismological
Centre (EMSC), which uses the
Moment Magnitude scale, a 5.7-
magnitude earthquake struck
northwestern Kashmir at a depth
of 31 km.

It said that the quake was
recorded 58 km north-west of
Barishal in Pakistan.

Earlier this month, a 5.8-mag-
nitude earthquake jolted parts of
the country. Tremors were felt in
Islamabad and parts of KP.

Pakistan falls on three major
tectonic plates — the Arabian,
Euro-Asian and Indian — which
create five seismic zones under
the country. The intersection of
multiple fault lines means that tec-
tonic movements remain a fre-
quent occurrence in the region.

Balochistan Faces Severe Climate Threats, Govt
Launches Emergency Measures

Staff Reporter: Quetta:

Balochistan is facing severe
and growing impacts of climate
change, including a sharp de-
cline in rainfall, rising tempera-
tures, acute water shortages,
and the degradation of agricul-
tural land, Provincial Adviser
for Environment and Climate
Change Naseem Rehman
Khan Malakhel said on Mon-
day.

Highlighting the gravity of
the situation, he stated that the
Government of Balochistan
has initiated urgent measures
to mitigate environmental risks
and protect the province’s
fragile ecosystem.

Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfraz Bugti termed the
province environmentally sen-
sitive, stressing the need for
immediate action to avert fu-
ture disasters.

“Balochistan is highly vul-
nerable to climate change. We
must act today to prevent
greater losses tomorrow,” he
said.

The provincial adviser em-
phasized that afforestation, con-
servation of water resources,

and the promotion of clean and
renewable energy are among
the government’s top priorities.

He added that climate
change impacts are intensify-
ing across the province,

prompting the launch of the
‘Green Balochistan’ campaign,
which focuses on large-scale
tree plantation, pollution con-
trol, and environmental educa-
tion.

To ensure sustainable en-
vironmental protection, the
government is actively engag-
ing the public,

civil society organizations,
and the media. “Improving the
environment is not solely the
government’s responsibility; it
is a collective duty,” Malakhel
noted.

He further revealed that
environmental committees are
being established at the district
level to identify local issues and
develop practical solutions
while raising public awareness
about climate challenges.

The Government of
Balochistan has also called for
a fair share of climate financ-
ing at the federal level, stating
that adequate financial support
is essential for the province to
effectively confront climate
change and safeguard its fu-
ture.

News Desk:

The Government of
Balochistan has signed a
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with the National
Bank of Pakistan (NBP) to
provide electric scooters to stu-
dents, working women, and the
general public on easy,
subsidised installments.

The agreement was
formalised at the Chief
Minister ’s Secretariat in

Quetta in the presence of
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti. Provincial Min-
ister Mir Sadiq Umrani, senior
provincial officials, and top rep-
resentatives of the National
Bank of Pakistan also attended
the ceremony.

Calling the initiative a ma-
jor step toward public welfare,
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said that access to safe,
affordable,

and respectable transport,
particularly for students and

working women, is a key pri-
ority of the provincial govern-
ment. He noted that rising fuel
costs and limited transport op-
tions have made daily commut-
ing difficult for many families,
and this electric scooter
scheme is designed to ease that
burden.

The chief minister high-
lighted that the project will not
only reduce travel expenses
but also promote eco-friendly
and low-cost alternatives to
conventional fuel-based trans-

port.
“Electric scooters are a

practical solution for urban mo-
bility. They are economical,
environment-friendly, and well-
suited to the daily needs of our
people,” he said.

Reaffirming the
government’s commitment to
people-centric development,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti stated that
Balochistan will continue to roll
out welfare-oriented projects
that deliver direct benefits to
citizens. He added that em-

powering youth and women
through practical initiatives re-
mains central to the province’s
development agenda.

The subsidised electric
scooter financing scheme is
expected to enhance mobility,
support working women and
students, reduce dependence
on fuel, and contribute to
cleaner and more sustainable
transportation in Balochistan,
marking another step toward
inclusive and people-friendly
governance.

Three dead,
Several Injured

in Traffic
Accident in Wadh

WADH:

Three people lost their lives
while several others sus-
tained serious injuries in a
traffic accident at the
Drakhala area of Wadh.

According to local sources, the
accident occurred when a
car attempted to save a mo-
torcycle rider, lost control,
and overturned after collid-
ing with another vehicle. As
a result, three passengers
died on the spot.

The injured were shifted to the
Tehsil Headquarters Hospi-
tal, where they are receiv-
ing medical treatment. Hos-
pital officials said the condi-
tion of some of the injured is
critical.

Police reached the site soon
after the incident and started
an investigation, while traf-
fic flow in the area was tem-
porarily affected due to the
accident.

LHC disposes of
NAB's pleas against
PM Shehbaz, Punjab

CM Maryam

NEWS DESK:

The Lahore High Court on Mon-
day disposed of petitions filed by
the National Accountability Bu-
reau against Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz after
declaring them infructuous.

A two-member bench headed
by Justice Amjad Rafiq heard the
petitions.

During the hearing of NAB’s
petition against Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, NAB Prosecutor
Waris Ali Janjua informed the
court that

Shehbaz Sharif had been ac-
quitted in 2023 in both the
Ashiana Housing Reference and
the Ramzan Sugar Mills Refer-
ence.

He submitted that, in light of
the acquittals, NAB’s petition had
lost its relevance.
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A Billion Dollar, Million Jobs Opportunity : Why Pakistan
Must Recognize NGOs as an Economic Industry

by Gul Hassan Durrani
Pakistan today faces a
convergence of serious
challenges: rising unem-
ployment, fiscal pres-
sure, climate vulnerabil-
ity, and widening social
inequalities. While the
state continues to pur-
sue foreign investment
in traditional sectors
such as energy, mining,
and infrastructure, a
powerful and already ex-
isting engine of inclu-
sive growth remains
largely overlooked—the
Non-Governmental Or-
ganization (NGO) and
social development sec-
tor.

Globally, NGOs are
no longer perceived
merely as charitable en-
tit ies.  In advanced
economies and develop-
ing countries alike, they
function as professional
service providers, inno-
vation hubs, and major
employers in education,
healthcare, humanitarian
response, climate adap-
tation, and social protec-
tion. If properly recog-
nized and regulated,
Pakistan’s NGO sector
alone has the potential
to attract over one billion
dollars annually in for-
eign funding and gener-
ate more than one million
jobs nationwide, with
transformative implica-
tions for underserved re-
gions such as
Balochistan.

In Pakistan, NGOs
play a critical role in
complementing govern-
ment services, particu-
larly in remote and
marginalized areas where
state capacity is limited.

They operate
schools, health facilities,
vocational training cen-
ters, disaster response
systems, and climate re-
silience programs.

Through social mo-
bilization, community
engagement, and aware-
ness raising, NGOs en-
hance ownership of pub-
lic initiatives, strengthen
accountability, and en-
sure sustainability at the
grassroots level.

These functions are
not peripheral; they are
central to achieving the
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs).

According to esti-
mates from the United
Nations and develop-
ment partners, Pakistan
receives more than USD

1 billion annually in for-
eign NGO assistance,
making the sector a sig-
nificant contributor to
the national economy.
Beyond funding in-
flows, NGOs are major
employers. They pro-
vide direct jobs to teach-
ers, doctors, nurses,
field mobilizers, re-
searchers, data analysts,
engineers, and climate
specialists, while indi-
rectly supporting local
suppliers, trainers, and
entrepreneurs.

 In low-employ-
ment provinces such as
Balochistan, this job cre-
ation potential is espe-
cially critical.

Pakistan’s develop-
ment landscape already
offers strong examples
of NGO impact. Organi-
zations such as the Edhi
Foundation operate the
world’s largest volun-
teer ambulance network,
while the Indus Hospi-
tal and Health Network
delivers high-quality
healthcare free of cost.

The Akhuwat Foun-
dation has empowered
millions through inter-
est-free microfinance.
Rural Support Programs
including NRSP, BRSP,
PRSP, SRSP, and KRSP
have transformed liveli-
hoods through commu-
nity-driven develop-
ment.  Advocacy and
governance institutions
such as Transparency
International Pakistan,
CPDI, SPO, and ROZAN

have strengthened de-
mocracy, accountability,
and civic engagement.
Women- and youth-fo-
cused organizations, in-
cluding Today’s Woman
Organization (TWO) and
the Christian Study Cen-
tre,  have promoted
peacebuilding, inclu-
sion, and social cohe-
sion.

Despite these con-
tributions, the NGO sec-
tor continues to face
systemic challenges.
The regulatory environ-
ment is fragmented and
opaque, involving mul-
tiple federal, provincial,
and district authorities.
Lengthy registration and
renewal processes, over-
lapping mandates of
regulators,  arbitrary
NOC requirements, and
sudden funding suspen-
sions discourage legiti-
mate organizations and
deter investment. Law-
abiding NGOs are often
treated with suspicion
rather than as develop-
ment partners.

F i n a n c i a l
sustainability is another
major constraint. Most
Pakistani NGOs remain
heavily dependent on
short-term foreign fund-
ing, leaving them vulner-
able to policy shifts and
donor fatigue. Local phi-
lanthropy mechanisms
remain underdeveloped,
corporate social respon-
sibility spending is in-
consistent, and NGO en-
dowment models are

rarely supported. This
structure limits long-
term planning,
professionalization, and
employment growth.

To unlock the
sector’s full potential,
Pakistan must adopt a
reform-oriented, indus-
try-based approach.
First, the government
should establish a One-
Window Digital NGO
Authority,  such as a
National NGO Regula-
tory Authority (NNRA),
with online registration,
reporting, and renewal
systems.

Time-bound ap-
provals, automatic re-
newals for compliant or-
ganizations, harmonized
laws, and risk-based
oversight would reduce
bureaucratic friction
while strengthening
transparency and ac-
countability.

Second, financial
sustainability must be
addressed. The govern-
ment should expand tax
incentives for individual
and corporate dona-
tions, mandate CSR
spending for large cor-
porations, and establish
federal and provincial
NGO endowment funds.
NGOs should be allowed
to adopt social enter-
prise models, generating
a portion of their income
through training insti-
tutes, micro-services in
health and education,
and impact products. In
parallel, Government–

NGO Service Contracts
should be introduced,
where NGOs deliver veri-
fied outcomes in educa-
tion, health, nutrition,
and climate services,
and are compensated
accordingly.

Third, a clear cat-
egorization framework is
essential. NGOs should
be classified as interna-
tional, national, provin-
cial, and local organiza-
tions, with proportional
compliance require-
ments and funding
thresholds. Such cat-
egorization would im-
prove regulation, pre-
vent monopolies, enable
grassroots organiza-
tions to access funding
directly, and support
evidence-based plan-
ning by federal and pro-
vincial governments.

Public trust  and
transparency must also
be strengthened. Man-
datory disclosure of au-
dits, governance struc-
tures, and project out-
comes through a na-
tional online portal
would allow citizens and
donors to distinguish
credible organizations
from weak ones. Invest-
ment in digital transfor-
mation—mobile moni-
toring, shared service
centers, and national im-
pact data systems—
would significantly im-
prove efficiency and
performance, especially
for community-based
NGOs.

U l t i m a t e l y ,
s t r e n g t h e n i n g
Pakistan’s NGO sector is
not charity; it is sound
economic and social
policy. Development
challenges today are too
complex for any single
actor to address alone.
A tri-sector partnership
model—combining pub-
lic financing, private
sector expertise, and
NGO implementation—
offers the most effective
path forward.

If treated as a regu-
lated, professional, and
growth-oriented indus-
try, Pakistan’s NGO sec-
tor can become a billion-
dollar contributor to the
economy, a major source
of employment, and a
cornerstone of inclusive
development. For Paki-
stan, and especially for
Balochistan, this oppor-
tunity can no longer be
ignored.

A Step Forward, But
Transparency Must Become

the Rule in Balochistan

Addressing Poverty and Inequality: A Call for Sincere
Leadership and Perpetual Reforms

By Amjad Rashid:
Poverty and inequal-
ity, much like man-
made disasters, afflict
societies worldwide,
including Pakistan.
These are not natural
phenomena but rather
systemic issues rooted
in human actions and
policies. To eradicate
this disease, national
governments must
craft comprehensive
strategies aimed at
safeguarding future
generations from its
scourge.

In Pakistan, the
onus lies heavily on
our political elite, span-
ning all parties, to rec-
ognize the gravity of
the situation and redi-
rect their efforts to-
wards combating this
man-made affliction.
Without a collective
awakening and a shift
in approach, the cure
will remain elusive.
Moreover, at the inter-
national level, institu-
tions such as the IMF,
World Bank, and the
UN must prioritize so-
cial and cultural rights
over neoliberal agen-
das, especially as the
global order under-
goes significant decay.

The challenges of
poverty alleviation,
malnutrition, stunted
growth, inadequate
sanitation, and unem-
ployment are perva-
sive across South Asia
and Africa. Collabora-
tive efforts between
these regions, bol-
stered by partnerships

with nations like
China, hold promise in
addressing these is-
sues.

However, reliance
on the failing

neoliberal order is fu-
tile; instead, a para-
digm shift towards sus-
tainable solutions is
imperative.

In Pakistan, the

establishment of ro-
bust local governance
structures with finan-
cial decentralization is
paramount.

Political elites pos-

sess a window of op-
portunity to empower
local bodies and enact
pro-poor policies.

The Chinese
model serves as a

beacon of inspiration,
demonstrating the ef-
ficacy of such strate-
gies when imple-
mented effectively.

Regional connec-

tivity, underpinned by
a long-term vision,
emerges as a viable
solution. It necessi-
tates moving beyond
the romanticized no-

tions of democracy
and socialism towards
pragmatic approaches
that address our
unique challenges.
Special economic
zones,

coupled with ini-
tiatives for youth de-
velopment and the ex-
pansion of remit-
tances, offer short-
term relief while per-
petuating reforms to
broaden the tax base
and reduce depen-
dency on electoral poli-
tics.

South Asia, in par-
ticular, requires a con-
certed effort towards
regional connectivity,
resource exploration,
harnessing youth po-
tential, and fostering
transparent gover-
nance free from cor-
ruption. The path for-
ward does not demand
extraordinary intellect
but rather sincere lead-
ership committed to
implementing existing
solutions.

The concept of
Basic Democracy
warrants reevaluation,
with a focus on
strengthening local
bodies to eradicate
poverty and pursue
enduring prosperity
through perpetual re-
forms.

 It is incumbent
upon all stakeholders
responsible for the
nation’s development
to prioritize this agenda
and steer Pakistan to-
wards a brighter fu-
ture.

Editorial:
The recent initiatives

taken by the Govern-
ment of Balochistan
toward transparency
and reform deserve
a p p r e c i a t i o n .
Whether in climate
governance, envi-
ronmental planning,
or administrative de-
cision-making, the in-
tent to move away
from opaque prac-
tices sends a positive
signal to a province
long plagued by mis-
trust and institutional
weakness.

Acknowledging chal-
lenges openly and
taking the first steps
to address them is
not easy—especially
in a region facing cli-
mate vulnerability,
limited resources,
and decades of gov-
ernance deficits. Ef-
forts such as struc-
tured planning, pub-
lic engagement, and
an emphasis on ac-
countability reflect a
growing recognition
that business as
usual is no longer sus-
tainable.

However, apprecia-
tion must be accom-
panied by honesty.
While these mea-
sures mark
progress, a great
deal still needs to be
done to ensure true
transparency and
merit-based deci-
sion-making, par-
ticularly in the ap-
pointment of public
servants across
Balochistan.

For years, public per-
ception has been
shaped by allega-
tions of favoritism,
political influence,
and non-merit ap-
pointments. These
practices have not
only weakened insti-
tutions but also
eroded public trust
and discouraged ca-
pable, educated
youth who seek fair
opportunities to
serve.

If transparency is to
become more than a
slogan, it must be in-
stitutionalized across
all departments, not
limited to isolated ini-
tiatives. Recruit-

ment, promotions,
postings, and policy
decisions should be
governed by clear
rules, digital systems,
and independent
oversight. Only then
can merit truly re-
place influence.

Good governance is
not built overnight. It
is a continuous pro-
cess that requires po-
litical will, adminis-
trative reform, and
public vigilance.
Balochistan stands at
a critical point where
small but sincere
steps must now
evolve into systemic
change.

The people of the
province do not ex-
pect perfection—but
they do expect fair-
ness. Strengthening
transparency and
merit in public ser-
vice appointments
will not only improve
governance but also
restore confidence in
the state itself.

This is the path toward
a stronger, more
credible, and more
hopeful Balochistan.
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Death toll in Gul Plaza blaze rises to 26 as
rescue work continues

Jailed Pakistan  PTI leaders seek
early  hearings from

CJP, LHC CJ in May 9 cases

NEWS DESK:The
death toll from the blaze
in Karachi's Gul Plaza
shopping centre rose to
26 on Monday as search
operations resumed after
the completion of cool-
ing measures.

A statement from
Rescue 1122 spokesper-
son Hassaan Ul Haseeb
Khan said that the toll
had risen to 26 after the
discovery of two more
bodies with recovery
operations underway
since the morning. The
toll includes a firefighter
while dozens still remain
missing.

Smoke was stil l
seen rising from the third
floor, where a fresh fire
had broken out earlier in
the day before being
brought under control.

Authorities said the
Jubilee area of the shop-
ping centre suffered se-
vere damage, with the
entire front elevation
collapsing.

The main search ef-
fort remains focused on
the basement and
ground floor, but access
to these areas is still
blocked by heavy de-
bris, making rescue work
extremely difficult. The

operation will later be
extended to the second
and third floors of the
fire-ravaged building.

Sadiq Tunio,  in
charge of the Karachi
Water Board’s Hydrant
Cell, said about 1.4 mil-
lion gallons of water
have so far been used to
extinguish the fire. He
said the water was sup-
plied from seven differ-
ent hydrants across
Karachi.

F i r e f i g h t e r s
brought the massive
blaze at the multi-storey
shopping centre on MA
Jinnah Road under con-
trol after about 36 hours.
However,  officials
warned that the struc-
ture is now extremely
unstable and could col-
lapse at any time.

The fire broke out
late Saturday night and
continued through Sun-
day, causing parts of the

building to cave in. Fire
officials said the main
fire has been extin-
guished and cooling op-
erations are underway,
though flames were ear-
lier seen on the ground
and second floors at the
rear of the building.Chief
Fire Officer Humayun
Ahmed told the media by
phone that the central
fire had been put out.
“The structure is badly
damaged and unsafe.

There is a serious risk of
collapse, so firefighting
has been stopped and
only debris removal is
underway,” he said.

Firefighters recov-
ered body parts of five
more people, including a
child, from the affected
building since Sunday
night. Rescue officials
said the death toll has
risen to at least 19, while
around 54 to 59 people
are still unaccounted
for.

 Police and rescue
teams are using mobile
phone data to trace miss-
ing persons and have
contacted families to
collect  details.DIG
South Asad Raza said
police had obtained mo-
bile numbers of 59 miss-
ing people and traced
the locations of at least
26 near Gul Plaza. “Fur-
ther scrutiny is under-
way,” he said, adding
that a police helpline had
been set up on the or-
ders of the Sindh gov-
ernment.

Rescue officials
said dozens of injured
people were taken to
hospitals after suffering
from smoke inhalation or
burns.

K-P CM vows support for Tirah displaced,
questions military operations

NEWS DESK: Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi on
Monday vowed that the
provincial government
would not abandon fami-
lies displaced from Tirah
due to military opera-
tions, saying tribal
people had made im-
mense sacrifices for the
country.

Addressing a jirga
of elders and notables
from Khyber district in
Peshawar, Afridi said
there was an organised
mindset that did not
want Pashtuns, particu-
larly tribal communities,
to become part of the
national mainstream.
“The mindset that has
been formed against us
for 75 years does not
recognise our exist-
ence,” he said.The chief
minister said that soon
after his election, what
he described as mislead-
ing and negative propa-
ganda was launched
against him. Calling
such actions regrettable
against an elected chief

minister, Afridi said pub-
lic support had helped
him defeat “every nega-
tive narrative”.

“I have promised
my people to give them
the pen instead of the
gun,” he said. “We will
stand in the front line for
the defence of the coun-
try and will not hesitate
to make any sacrifice.
When my nation is in a
difficult time, I stand
with them like a rock.”

Afridi credited in-

carcerated Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf founder
Imran Khan with creat-
ing political awareness
among the people, say-
ing he had helped the
public distinguish be-
tween truth and hypoc-
risy. He added that the
entire nation was united
to support those dis-
placed from Tirah.

Read: Tirah opera-
tion driven by politics:
Afridi

The chief minister

said there was consen-
sus among political par-
t ies and schools of
thought in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa that mili-
tary operations were not
a solution.

“We want the elimi-
nation of terrorism. We
are peace-loving people
and want the restoration
of peace,” he said. “Af-
ter 22 major and 14,000
small operations, what
guarantee is there now
that peace can be estab-

We want a ‘new Pakistan’ which is democratic:
Achakzai addresses lawyers in Karachi

NEWS DESK:National
Assembly Opposition
Leader Mehmood Khan
Achakzai on Monday
called for a “new Paki-
stan”, which is demo-
cratic, where there is rule
of law, and where there
is no cruelty.

Achakzai — who is
on a four-day visit to
Sindh along with a del-
egation of opposition al-
l iance Tehreek-i-
Tahafuz-i-Ayin-i-Paki-
stan (TTAP) to mobilise
the masses for a nation-
wide strike and protest
rallies scheduled for
February 8 — expressed
these views while ad-
dressing lawyers at the
Sindh High Court Bar
Association (SHCBA) in
Karachi.

Apart from him,
other TTAP leaders, in-
cluding Majlis Wahdat-
i-Muslimeen chief
Allama Raja Nasir Abbas
and PTI’s Asad Qaiser,
also spoke at the semi-
nar titled “Protecting the
Basic Structure of the
Constitution of Paki-
stan”.

“Let’s make Paki-
stan a democratic coun-
try, a country where
people have the power,
and there is rule of law
and the Constitution,”
said Achakzai, adding
that democracy had not
been allowed to flourish
in the country.

“The country is ail-
ing like a cancer patient.”

“Let’s comply with
the social contract with
the people.  Injustice
breeds disharmony
among people. We want
the formation of a new
Pakistan, where there is
no cruelty.”

He also said, “We

are a group of decent
people,” and that the line
of respect should not be
crossed in polit ics.
Moreover, he stressed
that small provinces had
also rendered sacrifices
in the freedom move-
ment for Pakistan.

“We are not here to
fight people […] Coun-
tries are not run at gun-
point,” Achakzai further
stated,  adding that
people of all races and
languages should be
treated equally. “Our
country is facing difficul-
ties because of rogue
and arbitrary
behaviours. [But] we
don’t want a civil war,”
he said.

The opposition
leader also mentioned
that there was no ac-
countability for the ex-
penditure of funds re-

ceived through the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) loan.

Speaking about the
inferno at Karachi’s Gul
Plaza shopping mall, he
asked why the building
did not have emergency
exits. “The matter
should be investigated
and those responsible
should be punished.”

Achakzai also as-
serted that the PTI
founder had won the
2024 general election
and “blocking his way
[to Parliament] is consti-
tutionally and reli-
giously wrong”.

Saying that the
“spirit of freedom his
being crushed among
the youth”, he urged
people to stand up
“against cruelty”.

Moreover, he said
the TTAP protesters

would not resort to vio-
lence on February 8 and
urged the people of
Sindh to take to the
streets.

“We have come out
to save the country,
come join us,” he said,
concluding his speech.

Before him, TTAP
Vice Chairman Senator
Allama Raja Nasir Abbas
also addressed the semi-
nar, saying that pres-
ently, the Constitution in
the country was “con-
troversial”.

He criticised the in-
cumbent government,
maintaining that people
were losing confidence
in the rulers, and the
public was facing op-
pression.

“The entire system
is being employed for
unlawful acts,” he fur-
ther alleged.

The senator also
mentioned Form 47 — an
allusion to the alleged
rigging in the 2024 gen-
eral elections — saying
that “some people had
been given a fake man-
date”.

He further lamented
the “weakening of the
three pillars of the coun-
try”. While he did not
specify the “three pil-
lars”, this ostensibly
was a reference to the
legislature, the execu-
tive and the judiciary.

Abbas said Febru-
ary 8 was a very impor-
tant day, “when we will
show the government
the power of the
people”.

He also highlighted
the importance of
Pakistan’s location and
called it the “heart of
Asia”.

lished?”
Afridi said deci-

sions taken behind
closed doors and im-
posed on Tirah would
not yield results.

“Decisions are be-
ing made without taking
the provincial govern-
ment into confidence.

 Had we been con-
sulted, the nation would
have been taken into
confidence and work
would have been done
through consensus,” he
said, alleging that the
operation was launched
through force, coercion
and hooliganism.

During the jirga, el-
ders discussed the law
and order situation in
Khyber district and the
difficulties faced by dis-
placed families. They
presented suggestions
for restoring peace and
ensuring the dignified
resettlement of Tirah
affectees. The chief min-
ister directed officials to
provide all possible fa-
cilities to the displaced
families.

Bushra Bibi’s daughter with
draws plea seeking meetings with

her incarcerated mother
N E W S D E S K :
Mubashra Khawar
Maneka, the daughter of
Bushra Bibi, withdrew
her plea filed in the
Lahore High Court
(LHC) seeking meetings
with her incarcerated
mother.

Maneka had filed
the plea on January 16,
seeking meetings with
her mother, who is the
wife of jailed PTI founder
Imran Khan.

The court
registrar’s office had,
however, objected to the
maintainability of the
plea, asking Maneka to
approach the LHC’s
Rawalpindi bench in-
stead.

During Monday’s
hearing, Justice Farooq
Haider sustained the
registrar office’s objec-
tion pertaining to terri-
torial jurisdiction, ob-
serving that the plea
was not maintainable
before the LHC’s princi-
pal seat.

Maneka’s counsel
then withdrew the peti-
tion, following which
Justice Haider disposed
of the plea.

The petition, filed
through Lahore High
Court Bar Association
President Malik Asif
Nissoana, listed the in-
spector general of pris-
ons, the superintendent
of Adiala jail ,
Rawalpindi, and others
as respondents.

It said the Adiala jail
administration had
barred Maneka from
meeting her imprisoned
mother without provid-
ing any written reason
to the petitioner.Despite
Maneka being a blood
relative of Bushra Bibi
and Tuesday being the
designated day for meet-
ings, permission had not
been granted to the pe-
titioner to visit her jailed
mother, the petition said.

NEWSDESK: Incarcer-
ated Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leaders on Mon-
day once again ap-
proached Chief Justice
of Pakistan Yahya Afridi,
seeking early fixation of
their appeals against
convictions in the May
9 cases. The letter has
been sent to CJP as well
as the Chief Justice of
the Lahore High Court
by jailed PTI leaders Dr
Yasmin Rashid, Mian
Mehmoodur Rasheed,
Ijaz Chaudhry and Omer
Sarfraz Cheema through
their legal team.PTI Insaf
Lawyers Forum
Convenor Intizaar
Panjutha confirmed that
the letter had been dis-
patched to both chief
justices.

He said the first let-
ter was written by Dr
Yasmin Rashid to the

Chief Justice of Pakistan
on December 14, 2024.

A second letter was
sent on May 2, 2025,
titled “Justice Delayed
Is Justice Denied”, in
which she stated that
cases were not being
taken up effectively due
to political interference.
She also pointed out
that her election petition
had been pending for a
long period.

A third letter was
submitted on September
9, 2025, by Dr Yasmin
Rashid, along with three
other leaders, through
their counsel Rana
Mudassar Umar, to the
Chief Justice of Pakistan
and the Chief Justice of
the Lahore High Court,

 raising concerns
over what they de-
scribed as “grave miscar-
riage and mala fide po-

lit ical  victimisation
through abuse of anti-
terrorism proceedings”.

According to
Panjutha, the latest let-
ter has now been sub-
mitted by Dr Yasmin
Rashid, Senator Ijaz
Ahmed Chaudhry, Omer
Sarfraz Cheema and
Mian Mehmoodur
Rasheed to the Chief
Justice of the Lahore
High Court,  seeking
early fixation of their ap-
peals, particularly those
related to party workers.

Many PTI leaders
were booked under vari-
ous charges after the
violent protests that
erupted on May 9, 2023
following the arrest of
former prime minister
Imran Khan from the pre-
mises of the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) in a
corruption case.

Social media posts case: IHC grants
Imaan, Hadi one-day protective bail

NEWS DESK:  The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Monday
granted lawyer and ac-
tivist  Imaan Zainab
Mazari-Hazir and her
husband, Hadi Al i
Chattha, one-day pro-
tective bail in relation to
their arrest warrants in a
case linked to controver-
sial social media posts.

The case has been
registered under the Pre-
vention of Electronic
Crimes Act, 2016 (Peca),
in which the two have
been accused of inciting
divisions on linguistic
grounds through social
media posts and creat-
ing the impression that
the armed forces were
engaged in terrorism
within the country.

On January 17,
Mazari and Chattha chal-
lenged their arrest orders
in the IHC, arguing that
the trial court had un-
lawfully curtailed their
right of defence, issued
arrest warrants without
fulfilling mandatory legal
requirements, and or-
dered judicial custody
along with virtual pro-
duction. Justice Azam
Khan of the IHC took up
the petition today and
stayed the arrest  of
Mazari and Chattha un-
til tomorrow.

Lawyer Kamran
Murtaza, who repre-
sented the couple, in-
formed the court that
their bail had twice been

cancelled. “Now an or-
der has been issued to
arrest them,” he said.

He maintained that
“if there were any
misdoings on his
client’s part, the judge
should demonstrate pa-
tience”. “The judge is
holding hearings every
15 minutes,” he
said.“Imaan is a woman,
and she has been sick,”
he added. Earlier in the
day, Additional District
and Sessions Judge
Muhammad Afzal
Majoka had directed au-
thorities to obtain a
search warrant for
Mazari and Chattha.

As the hearing at
the sessions court re-
sumed after two sittings,
the prosecutor informed
the session court that
the two accused now
have protective bail in
the IHC and were or-
dered to appear before
the court tomorrow. The
judge adjourned the pro-
ceedings until tomor-
row. Judge Majoka di-
rected that the accused
should be presented in
the sessions court
“within one hour of the
appearance at IHC”.

The judge also re-
fused to entertain a re-
quest from the assistant
counsel for adjournment
till the day after tomor-
row, stating that the
counsel had taken “un-
due advantage” and no
concession would be

provided. During the
hearing earlier today,
judge Majoka expressed
displeasure over why
the accused had not yet
been arrested. He di-
rected the NCCIA offi-
cials to obtain a search
warrant for the
accused’s residence
from a magistrate and
ordered them to present
Mazari and Chattha in
court by 11am. When
the hearing resumed,
National Cyber Crime In-
vestigation Agency
(NCCIA) officials, police
officials, and special
prosecutors appeared
before the court. The
court was informed that
the arrest had not yet
been made. NCCIA offi-
cials and police sought
further time to submit a
report regarding the ar-
rest. Judge Majoka then
adjourned the hearing
till 2pm, warning that
“whoever’s report is un-
satisfactory, action will
be taken against them”.

On Saturday, the
court reissued non-bail-
able arrest warrants
against  Mazari  and
Chattha for their re-
peated absences from
trial proceedings. In the
certified copies of court
orders dated January 17,
Judge Majoka noted
that earlier warrants
could not be executed
despite repeated at-
tempts by law enforce-
ment and the NCCIA.
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Schools reopen after winter break as new timings take effect

Commissioner Dera reviews
administrative, revenue matters

LAHORE (INP):  All pub-
lic and private schools
across Punjab have re-
opened today, marking
the resumption of aca-
demic activities after the
winter holidays.

The winter vacation

in Punjab schools had
commenced on 20 De-
cember, during which
students were given a
total of 30 days off. The
provincial education au-
thorities have rejected
reports suggesting any

further extension in the
holidays.

Provincial Minister
for Education Rana
Sikandar Hayat con-
firmed that all schools
have reopened from 19
January.

He said the decision
was taken after review-
ing weather conditions
and temperature trends,
following consultations
with the Environment
Department and the Pro-
vincial Disaster Man-

agement Authority.
A notification has

also been issued an-
nouncing revised
school timings for gov-
ernment schools across
Punjab, which will re-
main in force from 19

CM Murad announces
Rs10m compensation for

each victim’s family

January to 15 April 2026.
Under the new

schedule, single-shift
schools will operate
from Monday to Thurs-
day between 10:00 am
and 2:15 pm, while on
Fridays classes will be

held from 10:00 am to
12:30 pm. In double-
shift schools, the morn-
ing shift will run from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm,
while the afternoon shift
will operate from 2:15 pm
to 4:45 pm. Teachers

Justices Azam Khan, Asif, Minhas take
oath as regular IHC judges

Major structural
reforms announced as
New Era dawns upon

HBL PSL

Nine children dies of
suspected pneumonia

have been directed to
utilise Monday to Thurs-
day for continuous pro-
fessional development
and academic prepara-
tion, while attendance
on Saturdays has also
been made mandatory.

11 wanted dacoits
surrender with

weapons in Rajanpur
LAHORE (INP):  Punjab
Police achieved a major
success against Katcha
criminals as Rajanpur
Police conducted a tar-
geted operation in
Kacha Umrani, Sukhani
and Kacha Karachi ar-
eas, destroying dacoits’
hideouts and bunkers
and forcing 11 highly
dangerous members of
the most-wanted
Umrani gang to surren-
der along with heavy
weapons.

According to a
Punjab Police spokes-
person, modern technol-
ogy was used during
the operation, including
drone surveillance and
strikes,

which resulted in
the complete destruc-
tion of several hideouts
and fortified bunkers of
the dacoits.

The sustained pres-
sure mounted by police
compelled the armed
criminals to lay down
their arms.

District Police Of-
ficer (DPO) Rajanpur
Muhammad Imran said
that the surrendered

dacoits were wanted by
police in multiple cases
of kidnapping, murder,
robbery and other hei-
nous crimes.

He said that all legal
formalities were being
completed to ensure ex-
emplary punishment un-
der the law.

The DPO warned
other criminal elements
operating in the Katcha
areas to surrender volun-
tarily, otherwise they
would face strict police
action.

He added that an
exchange of fire between
police and criminals was
still ongoing in some ar-
eas.

Inspector General of
Police Punjab Dr Usman
Anwar commended the
professional perfor-
mance of Rajanpur Police
for compelling the dan-
gerous dacoits to surren-
der and awarded them
commendation. He said
that operations against
criminal elements would
continue indiscrimi-
nately across the prov-
ince under the zero-tol-
erance policy.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Three judges
of the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) took oath
as permanent judges
on Monday as the
court formally in-
ducted Justice Azam
Khan, Justice
Muhammad Asif and
Justice Inaam Amin
Minhas to the bench.

The oath was ad-
ministered by the
Chief Justice of the
Islamabad High Court,
Justice Sardar Sarfraz
Dogar, during a cer-
emony attended by
members of the judi-
ciary, the legal frater-
nity and senior govern-

ment officials.
Federal Law Min-

ister Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani, Jus-
tice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir, Jus-
tice Khadim Hussain
Soomro, session
judges, the advocate
general, high court of-
ficers, bar representa-
tives and a large num-
ber of lawyers were
present on the occa-
sion, reflecting the sig-
nificance of the ap-
pointments within the
judicial community.

The oath-takign
followed the approval
granted by the Judicial

Commission of Paki-
stan (JCP) on January
12. The commission,
chaired by Chief Jus-
tice Yahya Afridi, met
at the Supreme
Court’s conference
room to finalise judi-
cial appointments and
to examine rules intro-
duced under the 27th
Constitutional Amend-
ment.

The session,
scheduled for the af-
ternoon, undertook a
detailed review of the
service records and
performance of the
three additional judges
of the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) before

unanimously confirm-
ing their names for
permanent appoint-
ment.

On the same day,
the commission con-
vened two separate
meetings in which it
also confirmed the ap-
pointment of a judge of
the Balochistan High
Court (BHC).

In another sitting,
members of the com-
mission continued
their review of proce-
dural rules framed un-
der the constitutional
amendment to
strengthen transpar-
ency and consistency
in judicial nominations.

KARACHI (INP):
Sindh Chief Minister
Murad Ali Shah has
announced Rs10 mil-
lion compensation
each for the families of
Gul Plaza fire victims
and rehabilitation and of
all the shopkeepers.

Chairing a special
meeting regarding Gul
Plaza fire incident in
Karachi on Monday,
CM Murad Ali Shah
said that the Gul Plaza
building will now be re-
built.  The chief minis-
ter said he wanted to
take steps for the reha-
bilitation of all 1,200
affectees because all of
them became unem-
ployed overnight.

The operation to
remove the debris
should be started im-
mediately, he ordered.
Sindh Chief Minister
formed a committee for
the victims of Gul
Plaza.

During the meet-
ing Sindh CM was
briefed by Karachi
Commissioner Hassan
Naqvi on the fire trag-
edy. Meeting was in-
formed that 15 bodies
have been retrieved

from Gul Plaza so far
and estimated number
of deaths may be more
than 50.

The fire has been
extinguished and cool-
ing process was under
way.  Karachi Mayor
Murtaza Wahab in-
formed the meeting that
16 fire tenders and a
buzzer worked to ex-
tinguish the fire.

Murtaza Wahab in-
formed that 50 to 60
firefighters partici-
pated in the operation
while Water Board con-
tinued to provide wa-
ter tankers to extin-
guish the fire.  So far,
Water Board provided
431,000 gallons of wa-
ter to extinguish the
fire, Murtaza Wahab
said. Advisor to Sindh
CM on Rehabilitation
Gyanchand Asrani also
briefed the meeting. In
the meeting, traders
gave various sugges-
tions to the Sindh Chief
Minister regarding Gul
Plaza and they agreed
with CM Murad that
shopkeepers should be
restored immediately so
that their employment
can start.

MUZAFFARGARH
(INP):  At least nine
children have died and
11 others remain in
critical condition due to
a mysterious illness in
a local settlement of
Muzaffargarh over the
past month,prompting
immediate intervention
by the district admin-
istration.

According to de-
tails, the deaths oc-
curred in Basti Pull Pir
As’hab,near Pir
Jahanian in Mouza
Dinpur.

The deceased
children,aged between
one-and-a-half and six
years,reportedly devel-
oped swelling on the
face and high fever be-
fore succumbing
within one to two days.

The victims in-
cluded Dilshan (6),
S a g h i r
(4),Inam(3),Rehan(1),Zain
A l i ( 6 ) , N a j i d
A l i ( 4 ) , S a j i d a
Mai(3),Saqlain(2) and
one-and-a-half-year-
old Afshan.

Three of the
deaths were reported
during the last three
days, raising serious
concerns among resi-
dents.

Upon receiving in-
formation from local
journalists,

D e p u t y
Commissioner(DC)
Muzaffargarh Usman
Tahir Jappa took im-
mediate notice and di-
rected health authori-
ties to respond
promptly.

Following his
orders,health depart-
ment teams led by
Deputy District Health
Officer Dr.Asad,along
with staff from DHQ
Hospital Muzaffargarh,
reached the affected
area.

The teams com-
piled medical records
of the deceased chil-
dren and examined
other affected minors.

Eleven critically ill
children were shifted to
DHQ Hospital
Muzaffargarh, while
others are being pro-
vided treatment on-site.

Health department
sources stated that pre-
liminary findings indi-
cate a viral form of
pneumonia as the
cause of most deaths,
adding that the remain-
ing sick children have
also been diagnosed
with pneumonia.

KP CM assures support, dignified resettlement
for displaced Tirah families

DERA ISMAIL
KHAN (INP):  Com-
missioner Dawood
Khan has chaired a
high-level meeting to
review key adminis-
trative and financial
affairs of the district in
order to strengthen
governance and im-
prove public service
delivery.

The session ex-
amined progress and
challenges related to
revenue recovery,
pending revenue court
cases, land record
management, and pub-
lic complaint mecha-
nisms.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner Dera
Ismail Khan Abdul
Nasir Khan, Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner Adnan

Jamil, Assistant to
Commissioner (Politi-
cal and Development),
Assistant Commis-
sioners, and officers
from departments
concerned.

During the meet-
ing, Commissioner
Dawood Khan
stressed the impor-
tance of timely and
transparent recovery
of government dues,
noting that enhanced
revenue performance
remains a top priority
of the government. He
warned that negli-
gence in this regard
would not be toler-
ated. He further di-
rected officials to en-
sure swift and merit-
based disposal of
cases pending in rev-
enue courts, underlin-
ing that prompt justice

is a fundamental obli-
gation of the district
administration.

The commissioner
also reviewed the
progress of land
record computeriza-
tion and instructed of-
ficials to accelerate
the process to ensure
greater transparency
and ease of access for
citizens seeking land-
related services.
Land acquisition
cases were discussed
in detail, with direc-
tions to resolve issues
faced by affected in-
dividuals at the earli-
est, strictly in accor-
dance with legal re-
quirements.

While reviewing
complaints lodged
through the Citizen
Portal, Commissioner
Dawood Khan em-

phasized that effective
and timely redressal of
public grievances is a
key indicator of admin-
istrative performance
and plays a vital role
in building public con-
fidence. He also high-
lighted the need to fur-
ther improve task
management and ser-
vice delivery mecha-
nisms.

The commissioner
directed all depart-
ments to strengthen
inter-departmental co-
ordination and en-
hance efficiency to
ensure better public
services. Concluding
the meeting, he reiter-
ated his resolve to
make governance in
Dera Ismail Khan Di-
vision more efficient,
transparent, and citi-
zen-centric.

LAHORE (INP):  The
HBL Pakistan Super
League has announced
a series of landmark de-
velopments ahead of its
11th edition, reinforcing
the League’s continued
growth, competitive-
ness, and commitment
to innovation.

In a historic move
after a decade of suc-
cess, the HBL Pakistan
Super League (HBL PSL
11) will transition to a
Player Auction Model,
replacing the traditional
Player Draft system.
This strategic shift is
aimed at enhancing com-
petitive balance, increas-
ing transparency, and
providing players’
greater earning opportu-
nities.

Each franchise may
retain a maximum of four
players, limited to one
player per category. Pre-
viously, every franchise
was allowed to retain 8
players from their squad
including a Mentor, a
Brand Ambassador and
a Right to Match Option

to retain a 9th player in
the Player Draft.

The rules pertain-
ing to Mentors, Brand
Ambassadors and RTM
have been abolished for
HBL PSL 11.

Newly inducted
teams will be allowed to
select and retain four
players from the avail-
able player pool before
the Player Auction.

Each franchise will
also be allowed one di-
rect signing of a foreign
player who did not fea-
ture in HBL PSL X, en-
abling teams to strategi-
cally strengthen their
squads with fresh inter-
national talent.

Further strengthen-
ing the League’s com-
mercial and competitive
outlook, the player sal-
ary purse has been in-
creased to USD 1.6 mil-
lion per franchise, under-
scoring HBL PSL’s com-
mitment to rewarding
player performance and
attracting elite domestic
and international cricket-
ers.

PESHAWAR (INP):
Chief Minister Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a
Muhammad Sohail
Afridi on Monday as-
sured that the provin-
cial government will
not abandon families
displaced from Tirah
and will ensure their
dignified relocation
and provision of all
basic facilities.

He was address-
ing an important jirga
of elders and notables
from Khyber district
wherein the law and
order situation in the
district and the prob-
lems faced by families
displaced from Tirah
were discussed in de-
tail. The jirga re-
viewed security chal-

lenges and humanitar-
ian concerns arising
from displacement.

Addressing the
participants, the CM
said the KP govern-
ment stands firmly
with the affected
families and will take
all necessary steps to
facilitate their honor-
able resettlement.

He stated that the
tribal people have
made countless sacri-
fices for the country,
leaving behind their
homes and livelihoods
in the national interest.

Sohail Afridi reit-
erated his commitment
to peaceful develop-
ment, saying he would
give the youth pens
instead of guns and

would stand on the
front line for the
country’s defense
without hesitation or
sacrifice.

The CM empha-
sized that he stands
firmly. with his people
in difficult times and
called for national
unity to support fami-
lies displaced from
Tirah.

He said collective
efforts were essential
to address their hard-
ships and ensure last-
ing peace and stability
in Khyber district.

He stated that the
tribal people have
made countless sacri-
fices for the country,
leaving behind their
homes and livelihoods

in the national interest.
Sohail Afridi reit-

erated his commitment
to peaceful develop-
ment, saying he would
give the youth pens
instead of guns and
would stand on the
front line for the
country’s defense
without hesitation or
sacrifice. The CM
emphasized that he
stands firmly. with his
people in difficult
times and called for
national unity to sup-
port families displaced
from Tirah.

He said collective
efforts were essential
to address their hard-
ships and ensure last-
ing peace and stability
in Khyber district.

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on Industries and Production  Haroon Akhtar Khan addressing on 4th
All Pakistan Women Chambers Presidents International Conference. Secretary General UBG Zafar Bakhtawari  and President
Islamabad Women Chamber  Samina Fazil  also present.

ISLAMABAD: to Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani  presetting  souvenir to Mubashir
Hassan Executive Director General /PIO.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways’ Largest Digitization Initiative: Key Meeting on Railway Advanced
Infrastructure Network (RAIN) Project Chaired by Federal Minister Muhammad Hanif Abbasi.
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Deputy Commissioner Ziarat Chairs
Introductory Meeting, Directs

Officers to Ensure Public Service
and Protection of Juniper Forests

Balochistan Food Authority Launches Live Operation Monitoring
and Digital File Tracking Systems

Deputy Commissioner Quetta Chairs District
Health Committee Review Meeting

Quetta Drainage Improvement and Beautification
Plan Reviewed in High-Level

Meeting Chaired by Balochistan Chief Secretary

QUETTA:Provincial
Minister for Food and
Chairman of the
Balochistan Food Au-
thority (BFA), Haji
Noor Muhammad
Damra, has stated
that all available re-
sources will be utilized
to align the
Balochistan Food Au-
thority with modern
standards and contem-
porary requirements.

He expressed
these views during the
inauguration of the
Live Operation Moni-
toring System and
Digital File Tracking
System at the
Balochistan Food Au-
thority headquarters.

The provincial
minister said that, in
line with the vision of
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan, the gov-
ernment is ensuring
improvement in food
quality, transparency,
and effective monitor-
ing across the prov-
ince.

He added that the
introduction of mod-
ern digital systems will
not only enhance
transparency in ad-
ministrative affairs but
will also enable faster
and improved service
delivery to the public.

Haji Noor

QUETTA: A review
meeting of the District
Health Committee was
held under the chair-
manship of Deputy
Commissioner Quetta,
Mehrullah Badini.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Muhammad
Anwar Kakar, District
Health Officer Quetta
Dr. Aimal Mandokhail,
DSM PPHI Dr. Fareed
Panezai, Medical Su-
perintendent Mufti
Mahmood Hospital Dr.

Wakeel Sherani, DMS
BMC, representatives
from the Population
Department, Drug In-
spector, and other con-
cerned officers.

During the meet-
ing, the District Health
Officer Quetta pro-
vided a detailed brief-
ing on staff attendance
and the availability of
medicines in all Rural
Health Centers (RHCs)
across the district.

DSM PPHI in-
formed the participants
about the overall per-

formance, facilities,
and challenges faced by
49 Basic Health Units
(BHUs) in Quetta.

On this occasion,
the Drug Controller pre-
sented details regarding
the availability and
monitoring of medi-
cines,

while MS Mufti
Mahmood Hospital Dr.
Wakeel Sherani briefed
the committee on hos-
pital staff strength, the
number of OPDs, and
issues faced by the
hospital. Addressing

Muhammad Damra
further stated that the
provincial government
remains fully commit-

ted to continuing the
reform process within
the Balochistan Food
Authority.

He explained that
the Live Operation
Monitoring System
will allow real-time

monitoring of field ac-
tivities, while the Digi-
tal File Tracking Sys-
tem will help eliminate

delays in official mat-
ters and further
strengthen the ac-
countability mecha-

nism.
On this occasion,

Director General of
the Balochistan Food

Authority, Waqar
Khurshid Alam,
briefed the Chairman
BFA in detail

on various as-
pects of the Live Op-
eration Monitoring
System and the Digi-
tal File Tracking Sys-
tem, noting that these
initiatives will play a
key role in enhancing
the authority’s overall
performance.

The provincial
minister also appreci-
ated the performance
of Balochistan Food
Authority officers and
staff for the timely
implementation of
digital reforms.

 He reaffirmed his
commitment to
strengthening and ac-
tivating the food
safety system through
the effective use of
modern technology,
ensuring the provision
of safe, quality, and
healthy food to the
public.

 He emphasized
that the Balochistan
Food Authority will
continue to fulfill its re-
sponsibilities based on
the principles of trans-
parency, efficiency,
and public service, and
that no compromise
will be made on food
quality.

ZIARAT:An intro-
ductory meeting of of-
ficers from all depart-
ments was held under
the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Ziarat, Muhammad
Abdul Qudoos
Achakzai. During the
meeting, officers from
various departments
briefed the Deputy
Commissioner on their
respective departmen-
tal affairs.

Assistant Com-
missioner Ziarat Sajjad
ur Rehman and Assis-
tant Commissioner
Sanjavi Sher Shah
Ghilzai were also
present on the occa-
sion.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Ziarat Abdul
Qudoos Achakzai is-
sued strict directives
to all officers, empha-
sizing that they must
ensure their presence

at their respective
postings and keep their
supporting staff
present as well.

 He instructed of-
ficers to work as a
team, perform their of-
ficial duties with hon-
esty, and actively re-
solve public issues.

 He warned that
negligence in govern-
ment duties would not
be tolerated and strict
action would be taken.

He stated that
education, health, and
law and order would
remain top priorities of
the district administra-
tion.

Highlighting the
natural beauty of
Ziarat, he said that the
area is renowned for
its juniper forests and
that illegal cutting of
juniper trees would not
be tolerated under any
circumstances.

 He directed that
strict legal action be
taken against those in-
volved in deforesta-
tion.

The Deputy Com-
missioner further said
that the livelihood of
the people of Ziarat
largely depends on ag-
riculture, and the ad-
ministration aims to
see farmers prosper.

He directed agri-
culture department
officers to provide
maximum relief and
support to farmers,
while the Livestock
Department was in-
structed to resolve the
issues of livestock
owners on a priority
basis.

He emphasized
that officers should
work as servants of
the people, maintain
coordination among
themselves, and en-

sure prompt redressal
of public grievances.
He said that the ad-
ministration would not
allow any room for
public complaints and
that education and
health sectors would
face no compromise.

Expressing his vi-
sion for the district, the
Deputy Commissioner
stated that efforts
would be made to re-
store the vibrancy of
Ziarat, make it a hub
of peace, and further
enhance its status as
a scenic and tourist-
friendly valley.

He also directed
officers to remain
present at their duty
stations during any
expected snowfall, en-
sure the availability of
staff, and keep ma-
chinery on standby to
deal with emergen-
cies.

QUETTA:A high-level
meeting chaired by Chief
Secretary Balochistan,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, was
held to review the clean-
ing of major stormwater
drains, improvement of
the drainage system,
and promotion of urban
beautification in Quetta
city.

During the meeting,
a firm commitment was
reiterated to carry out
comprehensive cleaning
of drains, remove en-
croachments, protect the
livelihoods of street
vendors and small busi-
ness owners, and further
enhance the overall
beauty of Quetta.

The meeting was
informed that the provin-
cial government has ini-
tiated a phased and com-
prehensive cleaning op-
eration of major drains
across the city, after
which these drains will

be covered with durable
and strong slabs.

The objective of the
project is to ensure a
clean, safe, and aestheti-
cally pleasing urban en-
vironment while also
providing a secure work-
ing space for street ven-
dors and small traders,
enabling them to con-
tinue their businesses
without risk.

Administrator Met-
ropolitan Corporation
Quetta,  Mujeeb ur
Rehman Qambrani,
briefed the meeting in
detail on the practical
implementation of the
project. His briefing cov-
ered drain cleaning pro-
cedures, timely removal
of debris, installation of
slabs, safety measures
for traffic and pedestri-
ans, and completion of
work without disrupting
business activities.

Secretary Irrigation,

Suhail ur Rehman
Baloch, provided a com-
prehensive briefing on
ongoing measures re-
lated to the cleaning and
drainage of eight major
drains in Quetta.

He stated that regu-
lar cleaning of these
drains will not only help
prevent urban flooding
but will also signifi-
cantly improve the flow
of rainwater.

Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan di-
rected that the drain
cleaning and covering
project be completed on
a priority basis in major
markets, residential ar-
eas, and key roads of the
city. He emphasized that
the slabs must meet
high safety standards to
ensure protection for
both vehicular traffic
and pedestrians.

He further in-
structed all concerned

departments to ensure
that the cleaning cam-
paign and rehabilitation
of drains are completed
by the end of March un-
der all circumstances, so
that citizens can receive
immediate and effective
relief. A special monitor-
ing committee has been
constituted to review
progress every fifteen
days. At the conclusion
of the meeting, the Chief
Secretary appealed to
citizens to play their role
in maintaining cleanli-
ness and beautification
of the city and to dem-
onstrate responsible
civic behavior.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Chief Secretary Devel-
opment Zahid Saleem,
Secretary Local Govern-
ment Abdul Rauf Baloch,
Commissioner Quetta
Shahzaib Kakar, and
other relevant officials.

the meeting, Deputy
Commissioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini em-
phasized that providing
quality and timely
healthcare facilities to
the public is the top pri-
ority of the district ad-
ministration.  He di-
rected all relevant de-
partments to take ef-
fective measures to
further improve staff
attendance, availability
of medicines, and
overall service delivery
at basic health facili-
ties.

Major Police
Transfers

and Postings
Announced in
Balochistan

QUETTA: According to
a notification issued by
the Central Police Office
(CPO) Balochistan, sev-
eral  transfers and
postings of police offic-
ers have been approved
with immediate effect.

As per the notifica-
tion,  SP Kharan
Manzoor Ahmed Baloch
has been directed to re-
port to the Central Police
Office. Meanwhile, SP
Investigation City and
Sadar Division Quetta,
Abdul Salam Kakar, has
been appointed as the
new SP Kharan.

DSP Legal
Balochistan Constabu-
lary Quetta,  Salman
Ahmed Khan, has also
been instructed to report
to the Central Police Of-
fice. Additionally, SDPO
Cantt Circle Quetta,
Abdul Rab, has been
transferred and ap-
pointed as SDPO Airport
Circle Quetta.

Furthermore, DSP
Security Civil Secretariat
Quetta, Syed Nasir-ul-
Hassan Shah, has been
posted as SDPO Cantt
Circle Quetta, while
awaiting posting CPO
Quetta, Saleem Javed
Shahwani, has been ap-
pointed as DSP Security
Civil Secretariat Quetta.

According to the
notification, DSP (PTC)
Quetta, Nabi Bakhsh,
has been directed to re-
port to the Central Police
Office, whereas awaiting
posting CPO Quetta,
Arshad Khan Jadoon,
has been appointed as
DSP (PTC) Quetta.
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Backdated CPP gas levy
unlawful, rules SHC

NEWS DESK:The
Sindh High Court has
ruled that the collection
of a levy imposed on gas
supply to industrial cap-
tive power plants (CPPs)
with retrospective effect
was ultra vires (beyond
legal authority) the rel-
evant law.

The court also ob-
served that the levy on
CPPs could not take ef-
fect immediately upon
the promulgation of the
law, as the ordinance it-
self never determined the
rate of the levy.

A two-judge bench
comprising Justice
Adnan Iqbal Chaudhry
and Justice Muhammad
Jaffer Raza further noted
that the levy was to be
calculated in accordance
with the mechanism en-
visioned under Section
4 of the Off-Grid Power
Plants Levy Act, 2025,
and could only become
operative after the rate
had been calculated and
duly notified.

The bench made
these observations
while disposing of 30
identical petitions filed
by various industrial
units challenging bills
issued by Sui Southern
Gas Company (SSGC)
for the recovery of the
levy on CPPs for periods

Cotton supply at ginning factories indicates
stagnant production

Pakistan, Philippines can boost
pharma trade to $1b

Translating military success into lasting economic resurgence

Struggle for self-reliance

NEWS DESK:Over the
past few weeks,  the
dominant conversation
across Pakistan, and in-
creasingly across the re-
gion,  has revolved
around the country's po-
tential $13-15 billion de-
fence export and military
partnerships pipeline.
These discussions are
no longer confined to
rumours; they are being
actively debated and
evaluated by both do-
mestic and international
media.

The reported deals
go far beyond the sale
of flagship platforms
such as the JF-17 fighter
aircraft.

 They encompass
comprehensive defence
partnerships, including
training, maintenance,
upgrades, logistics, and
long-term military sup-
port, effectively posi-
tioning Pakistan as a
full-spectrum defence
solutions provider
rather than a mere arms
exporter.

 This raises a funda-
mental question: has
Pakistan's military suc-
cess in May 2025 created
the conditions for a
long-term economic re-
surgence, or will it re-
main a tactical achieve-
ment without strategic
economic payoff?

Defence exports:
opportunity of a
generationPakistan's re-
ported defence engage-
ment with Saudi Arabia,
potentially expanding
into a trilateral framework
involving Turkey and

Qatar, could alone
eclipse headline figures
attached to other con-
tracts.

Defence partner-
ships of this nature are
rarely capped by nomi-
nal deal values; nations
spend whatever is re-
quired to secure strate-

gic capability, reliability,
and deterrence.

Similarly, the re-
ported $4 billion compre-
hensive defence pack-
age with the Libyan Na-
tional Army, a $1.5 billion
deal with Sudan, and on-
going negotiations with
Iraq,  Indonesia,

Bangladesh,  Qatar,
Egypt and others could
cumulatively push
Pakistan's defence part-
nerships into the $20-25
billion range over the
medium term (remember
the SIFC's claim of $100
billion?).

If executed well, this

would position Pakistan
as a preferred defence
supplier for several de-
veloping and Muslim-
majority nations. This is
undeniably posit ive
news, but only if Paki-
stan treats it as a strate-
gic inflection point, not
a short-term

NEWS DESK:Among
structural reforms, a key
issue is unsustainable
imports that make it im-
perative to conserve and
earn foreign exchange to
minimise external vulner-
abilities.
 That calls for
maximising use of local
human and natural re-
sources to boost pro-
ductivity, competitive-
ness and diversification
of products and markets
and cater to the chang-
ing overseas demand
and domestic consump-
tion.

In a transforming
world, it may be noted
here that human capital
plays a primary role in
the growth of the
economy. For example,
remittances sent by
overseas Pakistanis for
their families help the
middle class and lower-
income groups improve
their quality of life.
When capital crosses
the national frontier, it
loses its links with na-
tional social progress.

While acknowledg-
ing that some multina-
tional companies had
left Pakistan due to “high
taxes and energy costs”,
Finance Minister
Mohammad Aurangzeb
urged them on Jan 14 at
a Policy Dialogue to re-

vise business models in
line with a changing
world economy.

It may be worth
noting here that some
multinationals in Paki-
stan have started using
local raw materials, re-
placing costly imported
inputs, to cut production
costs.

Sustained invest-
ment in human develop-
ment is the only guaran-
tee of a prosperous and
stable future for the
country

Balochistan’s Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, who is managing
the least developed fed-

erating unit — capital
starved and hit by insur-
gency — has recently
emphasised that sus-
tained investment in hu-
man development was
the only guarantee of a
prosperous and stable
future of the province.

As households rise
above the poverty line,
the increased consump-
tion will be directed pri-
marily at domestically
produced goods —
meat, milk, poultry, fruit,
and vegetables — rather
than imports,  says
former SBP governor Dr
Ishrat Husain. He esti-
mates that nearly $10bn

could be saved annually
by substituting imports
of food and cotton.

Water and Power
Development Authority
says its under-construc-
tion projects, on their
completion, will add 9.7
million acre-feet to water
storage and double the
installed power genera-
tion capacity from 9,500
MW to about 20,000
MW. Though the gov-
ernment has accorded
top priority to these
projects, their timely
completion cannot be
assumed because of in-
ordinate delays in their
execution in the past.

NEWS DESK:The Paki-
stan Cotton Ginners As-
sociation (PCGA) has
released provisional na-
tional cotton production
figures, showing that by
Jan 15, 2026, a total of
5.49m bales arrived at
ginning factories across
the country.

This is only 7,000
bales higher than the
output recorded during
the same period last
year, indicating near
stagnation in cotton pro-
duction.

According to the
PCGA report, 2.58m bales
reached ginning facto-
ries in Punjab, while
2.91m bales arrived in
Sindh. Compared to the
same period last year,
cotton arrivals in Punjab
declined by 4pc whereas
Sindh recorded a 4pc in-
crease.

The data reveals
that textile mills pur-
chased 4.84m bales from
ginning factories while
exporters bought
176,000 bales. Around
479,000 bales are still
available for sale with
the ginners.

At present,  only
127 ginning factories are
operational. Of them 91
are in Punjab while 36
are in Sindh.

Ginners call for ban

on sugarcane cultiva-
tion in cotton zones; say
the challenge has shifted
from production to con-
sumption

The PCGA officials
noted that during the
past two weeks alone, 46
ginning factories in
Sindh and 50 in Punjab
became non-opera-
tional—far more than
market expectations.

The association
also reported a sharp
upward trend in cotton
prices over the past
week, with prices rising

by Rs300 per maund to
reach around Rs16,500
per maund. The increase
has been attributed to
the extremely limited
availability of quality
cotton in the domestic
market and rising inter-
national prices of cotton
yarn and fabric.

Cotton Ginners Fo-
rum Chairman Ihsanul
Haq says that despite
Pakistan’s cotton pro-
duction remaining nearly
50pc below annual tar-
gets for several years,
the real challenge has

now shifted from pro-
duction to consumption.
He attributes this to the
excessive cultivation of
sugarcane in traditional
cotton zones, which has
not only reduced cotton
acreage but also caused
environmental pollution
that had adversely af-
fected cotton quality.

As a result, he says,
many textile mills are
forced to import high-
quality cotton to fulfill
export orders, putting
severe pressure on the
country’s foreign ex-

change reserves.
He urges federal

and provincial govern-
ments to strictly enforce
crop zoning laws instead
of spending billions of
rupees on cotton revival
projects. He calls for a
complete ban on sugar-
cane cultivation and the
establishment of new
sugar mills in cotton
zones, which can help
restore national cotton
production to around
15m bales.

Haq warns that
record decline in exports,
soaring production
costs for exporters and
highly lenient import
policies have pushed the
cotton sector to the
brink.

More than 150 tex-
tile units have shut down
completely, many others
are operating partially,
and hundreds of gin-
ning factories have be-
come inactive, placing
the entire cotton indus-
try ‘on a ventilator’.

He cautions that if
‘oxygen’ is not immedi-
ately provided to the
cotton sector, the na-
tional economy itself
can slip into ‘coma’. He
points out that
Pakistan’s cotton indus-
try faces some of the
highest electricity.

windfall.Rethinking the
nation-building blue-
print First, Pakistan must
deepen coordination
with China to further
scale defence manufac-
turing capacity, ensure
technology transfer, and
strengthen backward in-
tegration. Military self-

reliance is not achieved
merely by exporting plat-
forms; it requires indig-
enous production eco-
systems, resilient supply
chains, and continuous
innovation to protect
both national security
and export credibility.

Second, defence

contracts should act as
anchors for broader eco-
nomic partnerships.
Countries such as Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Egypt, In-
donesia,  Turkey,
Azerbaijan, and Nigeria
should not only be de-
fence buyers but long-
term trade, investment,
and industrial partners,
creating a regional eco-
nomic corridor (Pakistan
Military & Economic Al-
lies (PEMAs).

A regional eco-
nomic corridor, built
around energy, logistics,
manufacturing, food se-
curity, and technology,
would lock in geopoliti-
cal goodwill for decades
rather than years.

Third, proceeds
from defence exports
must be used with ex-
treme fiscal discipline.
The priority should be
to build a genuine war-
chest by expanding for-
eign exchange reserves
from the targeted $17.8
billion by June 2026 to
$50 billion by June 2030,
keeping current account
balanced, reducing
debt-to-GDP ratio by 1-
2% every year, expand-
ing tax-to-GDP ratio by
1% through widening
the tax net and captur-
ing the grey market,
demonetisation of
Rs5,000 notes,
digitisation of transac-
tions, ending corruption
and bribery among insti-
tutions, documenting all
gold transactions,
thereby aligning eco-
nomic resilience with
military strength.

NEWSDESK: Paki-
stan and the Philip-
pines have the poten-
tial to expand bilateral
trade in the pharma-
ceutical and biological
sector to $1 billion,
with both countries
needing to diversify
commerce by focusing
on modern medicines,
vaccines and medical
tools, said Pakistani
business tycoon in the
Philippines Abdul
Razzaq Siddiq.

prior to the notification
of the applicable rate.

Court declares levy
unenforceable without
notified rate

The petitioners said
they were consumers of
natural gas and operat-
ing CPPs as defined un-
der the Off-Grid (Captive
Power Plants) Levy Or-
dinance, 2025, which
was later repealed in
July last year after the
enactment of the Off-
Grid Captive Power
Plants Levy Act.

They argued that
the levy rate was first
notified by the authori-
ties under Section 3 of
the Act through a notifi-
cation issued on March
7, 2025, followed by an-
other notification on
July 23 last year.

 However, the bills
issued to them in May,
and in some cases Au-
gust, sought to recover
the levy for February
and March under the
rate notified in these no-
tifications.

In its judgement, the
bench noted that statu-
tory notifications could
not operate retrospec-
tively in the absence of
express authorisation by
the legislature, except
where they were benefi-
cial or procedural in na-

ture.
It observed that the

notifications in question
did not provide for ret-
rospective application
and that Sections 3 and
4 of the law did not en-
visage the levy being
imposed retrospec-
tively.

The court further
noted that uncertainty
regarding the retrospec-
tive application of the
levy was evident within
the Ministry of Energy
itself.

 It referred to a let-
ter issued on April 11
last  year directing
agents.

Including SSGC, to
recover the levy for Feb-
ruary and March, which
was withdrawn through
another letter issued the
same day.

S u b s e q u e n t l y,
through a letter dated
April 18,  2025, the
agents were informed
that legal opinion had
been sought from the
law and justice division
and the attorney
general’s office on the
issue of retrospective
application.

In May, the agents
were then directed to
collect the levy at the
notified rate, the judge-
ment added.

Talking to the me-
dia, Siddiq, who is
President of Second
World Traders Inc,
said pharmaceutical
and biological products
were among the most
promising sectors for
trade diversification,
adding that coopera-
tion in those areas
would significantly
strengthen economic
and healthcare ties
between the two
countries. He said a

Philippines- based
pharmaceutical firm
had opened a subsid-
iary office in
Islamabad to boost
trade and healthcare
collaboration. Siddiq
termed the move a
sign of growing inves-
tor confidence and
highlighted opportuni-
ties for supply-chain
collaboration, technol-
ogy transfer and local
manufacturing.

He revealed that

the company plans to
initially import 10 mil-
lion doses of Tetanus
Toxoid vaccine to ad-
dress shortages in Pa-
kistan, followed by
gradual localisation of
production.

He added that fu-
ture projects included
the production of anti-
rabies serum in col-
laboration with Dow
Institute of Life Sci-
ences as well as anti-
cancer medicines.
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New Zealand register first ODI
series win in India

NEWS DESK:New
Zealand overcame a val-
iant 124 by Virat Kohli to
down India by 41 runs
and seal their first-ever
ODI series victory on In-
dian soil on Sunday.

Daryl Mitchell and
Glenn Phillips guided
New Zealand to 337-8
with a fourth-wicket
stand of 219 after the
tourists slipped to 5-2
and 58-3 in Indore.

Mitchell made 137
and Phillips hit 106 off 88
balls.

The Black Caps
then bowled out India
for 296 in 46 overs de-
spite Kohli's 54th ODI
century and clinched the
three-match series 2-1.

New Zealand had
lost all seven of their pre-
vious ODI series in In-
dia, a run dating back to
1988.

The Black Caps
registered their first ever
Test series win in India
with a 3-0 sweep in Oc-
tober 2024, and added
another landmark suc-
cess in this series de-
spite being without sev-

eral key players includ-
ing Kane Williamson,
Mitchell Santner, Tom
Latham, Rachin
Ravindra and Jacob
Duffy.

"We're the sum of all
the parts and we really
try to work together as a
group -- that's part of the
Kiwi way," captain

Michael Bracewell said.
"We're just a small

country from the bottom
of the world and we try
to work together to take
on some of the bigger
countries in the world."

He added: "We re-
ally rally around there as
a group and when
things come like that, it's

Carrick magic dents Man City
Premier League bid

NEWS DESK: Michael
Carrick made a flying
start to life as Manches-
ter United boss against
Manchester City on Sat-
urday but Premier
League leaders Arsenal
missed a chance to pull
nine points clear.

Sorry Tottenham
slipped to defeat against
relegation-threatened
West Ham, further in-
creasing the pressure on
beleaguered boss Tho-
mas Frank, while
Liverpool were held to a
1-1 draw by lowly
Burnley.

Carrick's first game
of his second temporary
spell in charge of the
Red Devils could barely
have gone better in a
dominant 2-0 win at Old
Trafford.

The former United

midfielder was ap-
pointed as head coach
until the end of the cam-
paign following the sack-
ing of Ruben Amorim
earlier this month.

The 44-year-old,
who was also briefly
United's caretaker boss
in 2021, said ahead of his
first game that there was
still "magic" at United,
and his team put on a
memorable show.

Second-half goals
from Bryan Mbeumo and
Patrick Dorgu capped an
energetic and incisive
display by United, who
could have won by a far
more comfortable mar-
gin.

"Great start. No get-
ting away from that,"
said Carrick. "The boys
were fantastic."

"Consistency is the

key to any success," he
added. "If you could find
that, then you're onto a
winner."

Guardiola admitted
that his team -- winless
in four league games this
year -- were outplayed
by Carrick's inspired
United.

"The better team
won," said the City boss.
"We weren't at the level
required to win this
game."

Arsenal are seven
points clear at the top
despite being held to a
0-0 draw for the second
league game in a row at
Nottingham Forest.

A frustrated Arteta,
chasing a first Premier
League title for the Gun-
ners since 2004, felt that
his side should have
been awarded a penalty,

believing Ola Aina had
handled the ball.

"We created four
big, big, big chances and
a clear penalty, but we
weren't able to win the
game," said the Span-
iard.

"I've just seen the
replays. I think it's a
clear intention to clear
the ball inside and it's a
clear penalty so I don't
understand why it's not
been given."

Third-placed Aston
Villa can close to within
four points of Arsenal if
they beat Everton on
Sunday.

The mood at
Tottenham darkened
further after Spurs
slipped to a 2-1 defeat
against West Ham, who
had not won a Premier
League match since
early November.

Spurs fans turned
on Frank and chanted
"you're getting sacked
in the morning" after
Callum Wilson struck a
stoppage-time winner.

Spurs, 14th in the
table, have won just two
home league games this
season, leaving Frank, in
his first campaign in
charge, under enormous
pressure.

"It's tough to take,
it hurts a lot," the Spurs
boss told Sky Sports.
"The boys put every-
thing in, and that's a
sign of a squad that is
fighting, doing every-
thing they can to try and
win."

Nuno Espirito
Santo's West Ham fin-
ished the day five points
behind Forest, who are
just above the relegation
zone.

No Venus fairytale as Alcaraz,
Sabalenka win Melbourne openers

England, Afghanistan register
solid wins in U-19 World Cup

NEWS DESk: England
and Afghanistan pro-
duced solid all-round
displays as they bagged
big wins against Zimba-
bwe and West Indies re-
spectively in the U-19
World Cup on Sunday.

Rain forced a share
of the spoils between
New Zealand and USA
but not before Nitesh
Sudini lit up the stage
with a terrific hundred
for USA.

Z i m b a b w e
struggled to get going
after being put in to bat
by England as both the
openers,  Nathaniel
Hlabangana and
Kupakwashe Muradzi,
departed just eight runs
between them.

Kian Blignaut and
Dhruv Patel steadied the
ship for Zimbabwe with
a 45-run stand. The part-
nership was followed by
Tatenda Chimugoro
combining alongside
Patel for another 32 runs
before the latter was dis-
missed.

Captain Simbarashe
Mudzengerere then took
the charge and carried
his bat through but kept
on running out of part-

ners as Zimbabwe just
about managed to cross
the 200-run mark in their
50 overs, finishing with
a score of 208.

Zimbabwe man-
aged to dismiss the En-
glish openers,  Ben
Dawkins and Joseph
Moores cheaply but Ben
Mayes and captain Tho-
mas Rew took the attack
to the Zimbabwe
bowlers.

Rew (86) and
Mayes (77) both re-
mained unbeaten as En-
gland won the game
comfortably by eight
wickets, chasing down
the target in just 28
overs, putting them on

Juventus title hopes fade in Serie A
N E W S D E S K :
Juventus' Serie A title
ambitions are all but
over after they suffered
a 1-0 defeat at Cagliari
on Saturday, in a game
where the visitors were
unable to make their
domination of posses-
sion count.

Juventus sit fifth in
the standings on 39
points, 10 behind lead-
ers Inter Milan, who
beat Udinese 1-0 on
Saturday. Cagliari are
15th on 22 points, the
win taking them eight
points away from the
relegation zone.

Cagliari failed to
register a shot attempt
in the opening half but
scored a shock winner
when Luca Mazzitelli
scored with 25 minutes
remaining to end Juve's
six-match unbeaten
league run.

"You tip your hat to
your opponents, who
brought home a vic-
tory that perhaps they
didn't deserve, but
sniffed out the oppor-
tunity and took it,"
Juventus manager
Luciano Spalletti told
Sky Sport.

the cusp of qualification
for the Super Six stage.

England’s final
group game is against
Scotland on Wednes-
day while Zimbabwe
face Pakistan on Thurs-
day.

Afghanistan opted
to bat first after winning
the toss and the open-
ing batters,  Khalid
Ahmadzai and Osman
Sadat, justified that de-
cision with a solid 86-run
stand. Vitel Lawes broke
the partnership, making
way for a Windies come-
back with two more wick-
ets.

Captain Mehboob
Taskin then came out to

pretty special."
India -- the world's

most populated nation
with 1.4 billion people --
are the top-ranked ODI
side ahead of New
Zealand.

The in-form Kohli,
who plays just the 50-
over format after retiring
from Test and T20 inter-

national cricket, threat-
ened to pull off a remark-
able chase in a 99-run
seventh-wicket partner-
ship with Harshit Rana,
who made 52.

New Zealand left-
arm spinner Jayden
Lennox returned figures
of 2-42 from his 10 overs
after Bracewell left the
field with a calf injury and
did not return.

Mitchell magic
Mitchell  led the

team in Bracewell's ab-
sence, which also left
New Zealand a bowler
short.Zak Foulkes and
fellow seamer Kristian
Clarke took three wick-
ets each.

India slumped to
71-4 before Kohli hit
back in an 88-run stand
with Nitish Kumar
Reddy, who made 53,
and then with Rana.

"The way Virat is
batting, that's definitely
a plus always," said In-
dia captain Shubman
Gill. "The way Harshit
has batted in the series,
batting at number eight,
it's not easy."

Australia rest Cummins,
Hazlewood, Maxwell for Pakistan

T20 series
NEWSDESK: Aus-
tralia will rest five top
players, including Pat
Cummins and Glenn
Maxwell, for a three-
match Twenty20 se-
ries in Pakistan ahead
of the World Cup, se-
lectors said on Mon-
day.

Josh Hazlewood,
Tim David and Nathan
Ellis will also skip the
series starting later
this month.

Their absence
opened the door to
fringe players Sean
Abbott, Mahli
Beardman, Ben
Dwarshuis, Jack
Edwards, Mitch
Owen, Josh Phillippe
and Matt Renshaw,
who come into the 17-
man squad.

Chief selector
George Bailey said the
five were either re-
turning from injury or
having their loads
managed ahead of the
T20 World Cup in In-
dia and Sri Lanka

which begin on Febru-
ary 7.

The series is a
great opportunity for
those on the brink of
selection and some
young players we rate
highly for valuable ex-
perience,” he added.

“Some are al-
ready experienced in-
ternational players,
along with Mahli
Beardman who has
been with the group a
number of times, and

"Maybe next time
we can learn from that
and sniff out our
chance too. For cer-
tain, losing isn't nice,
but we wouldn't have
been happy with a
draw either. "

The visitors domi-
nated possession early
on without creating
any real danger until
Cagliari keeper Elia
Caprile saved Fabio

Miretti's strike from
just inside the area and
the game remained
goalless after a dour
first half.

Juve had chances
before Gianluca
Gaetano floated a free
kick into the area and
Mazzitelli met the ball
first time to send a side-
footed volley on the
turn past Perin.

"A beautiful night

NEWS DESK:Top-
ranked Carlos Alcaraz
and Aryna Sabalenka
launched their Austra-
lian Open title bids with
straight-sets wins but
there was no fairytale for
45-year-old Venus Will-
iams on Sunday.

On a hot Melbourne
day in which a ball girl
fainted, last year’s men’s
beaten finalist Alexander
Zverev dropped a set
before easing into the
second round.

World number one
Alcaraz joined him, the
Spaniard beating 81st-
ranked home player
Adam Walton 6-3, 7-6(7/
2), 6-2 on Rod Laver
Arena.

Alcaraz, who is des-
perate to win the Austra-
lian Open to complete
the career Grand Slam of
all four majors, plays
Germany’s Yannick
Hanfmann next.

“I think this kind of
level and the difficulties
in the first  round is
pretty good for me,” said
Alcaraz,  who was
pushed all the way in the
second set.

“But overall just
happy. I’m pleased about
the level that I played
today,” added Alcaraz,
who was playing his
first competitive match
for nine weeks.

“I just  stayed at
home,” the 22-year-old
said of his long break.

“I used to practise
the whole morning [and]
I took almost every af-
ternoon off to do what-
ever I wanted — stay
with family or friends,
play board games and
chilling at home. It’s a
better way to recharge
the batteries, staying at

home with the people
you love.”

Alcaraz has won the
US Open, Wimbledon
and French Open, but
Melbourne is the one
Grand Slam missing from
his impressive resume.

The furthest he has
gone at the opening ma-
jor of the year is the quar-
ter-finals and he has
made it clear that de-
throning rival Jannik
Sinner as champion is
his main aim for 2026.

If he does so, the 22-
year-old would surpass
compatriot Rafael Nadal
to become the youngest
man to complete the ca-
reer Grand Slam.

Earlier, in steamy
conditions approaching
highs of 30 degrees cen-
tigrade, Zverev threat-
ened to implode in los-
ing the first  set  to
Canada’s Gabriel Diallo.

But the 28-year-old
German recovered to
win 6-7(1/7), 6-1, 6-4, 6-2
and next meets Austra-

lian Alexei Popyrin or
Alexandre Muller of
France.

Asked how he reset
from his first-set wobble,
the third seed said: “I
was thinking it can’t get
worse than that.”

British qualifier
Arthur Fery scored the
first big upset by taking
down 20th seed Flavio
Cobolli of Italy, 7-6(7/1),
6-4, 6-1.

Novak Djokovic,
who is chasing a record
25th major title, begins
his title assault on Mon-
day, as does three-time
runner-up Daniil
Medvedev.

Organisers said that
a record 100,000 people
came through the gates,
although there were
complaints about long
queues in the heat.

Underlining how
fierce it was on court, a
ball girl collapsed during
the match between
Zeynep Sonmez and
Ekaterina Alexan-drova,

Jack Edwards who
joined for the last one-
day match against In-
dia in Sydney last
year.”

Australia will play
Pakistan in Lahore on
January 29, 31 and
Feb 1,

before travelling
to Sri Lanka where
they are scheduled to
open their World Cup
campaign against Ire-
land in Colombo on
Feb 11.

that we'll carry with
us," Mazzitelli told Sky.

"We faced one of
the strongest teams, but
we gave more than we
had. It was a victory
that came with plenty
of suffering."

Caprile palmed
away a scorching ef-
fort from Yildiz as
Juventus desperately
searched for an
equaliser and Yildiz sent

a deflected shot off the
post late on.

Juventus, who fell
to their second loss in
12 league games since
Spalletti took charge at
the end of October,
need to pick them-
selves up before host-
ing Benfica in the
Champions League on
Wednesday and Serie A
champions Napoli next
weekend.

with both players rush-
ing to help her.

But the heat didn’t
bothered the world no 1
as Sabalenka began her
bid for a third Australian
Open title in four years.

The Belarusian had
a patchy start before
coming good in the sec-
ond set .Sabalenka,
stunned by Madison
Keys in the 2025 final,
ultimately had too much
power, guile and quality
for French wildcard
Tiantsoa Rakotomanga
Rajaonah.But the top
seed took time to find her
touch, making a series of
unforced errors before
taming the spirited 20-
year-old 6-4, 6-1 on Rod
Laver Arena.

“It’s the first match,
right? You’re always
kind of trying to figure
out where you are,” said
the women’s top seed. “I
didn’t really know much
about her. I was just
struggling to find the
rhythm of her shots.
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Fighting ends after Syrian, Kurdish
forces agree on ceasefire

NEWS DESK: The
Syrian president and the
Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) an-
nounced an immediate
ceasefire after fierce
fighting, which saw the
government forces take
control of territories held
by the Kurdish SDF.

The Syrian army, in
its lightning advance to-
wards the key city of
Raqqa in the north, cap-
tured Tabqa before
reaching a ceasefire with
the Kurdish forces on
Sunday on all fronts. Al
Jazeera, quoting the Syr-
ian state media, said that
the SDF forces agreed to
withdraw to the east of
the Euphrates under the
agreement.

According to Al
Jazeera, the agreement
provides for the immedi-
ate and complete admin-
istrative and military
handover of Deir ez-Zor
and Raqqa governor-
ates to Damascus. The
agreement also allowed
the government to as-
sume control of all civil-
ian institutions in the
two governorates, and
current employees
would be reinstated
through decrees.

High-speed train collision in Spain kills 39, injures dozens
NEWS DESK: A high-
speed train derailed and
was hit by another in
southern Spain killing 39
people and injuring more
than 120, authorities said
Monday, saying the
country’s worst train
crash in over a decade
was “extremely strange”.

It was the deadliest
train accident since 2013,
when 80 people died af-
ter a train veered off a
curved section of track
outside the northwest-
ern city of Santiago de
Compostela.

The crash hap-
pened on Sunday
evening when a train
operated by rail com-
pany Iryo travelling from
Malaga to Madrid de-
railed near Adamuz,
crossing onto the other
track where it crashed
into an oncoming train,
which also derailed.

The interior minis-
try said at least 39 people
died, raising the toll from
21 given by police late
on Sunday.

Another 123 people
were injured, including
five very seriously and
24 seriously, a ministry
spokesperson added.

Transport Minister

Oscar Puente told re-
porters the disaster took
place on a straight part
of the track, which was
completely renovated.

The first train to de-

rail was “practically
new”, making the acci-
dent “extremely
strange”, he added.

The death toll is not
final, Puente said Mon-

day, indicating it could
rise from the current fig-
ure.

“The death toll has
already reached 39 and
is not definitive. I want

to express my deepest
gratitude for the tremen-
dous work of the rescue
teams throughout the
night, under very diffi-
cult circumstances,” he

wrote on X.
Rail experts “are

very surprised by this
accident because it is
very strange and very
difficult to explain at this

PAF contingent arrives in Saudi
Arabia for combat exercise ‘Spears of

Victory 2026’: ISPR

Trump no longer feels obliged to ‘think purely of
peace’ after Nobel snub, he tells Norwegian PM

The government
promised it would not
target the SDP support-
ers or fighters.  The
ceasefire granted the
Syrian government con-
trol over all  border
crossings as well as oil
and gas fields in the re-
gion. In addition, all civil
institutions in al-
Hasakah Governorate
are to be integrated into
official Syrian state in-
stitutions and adminis-
trative structures, while
a presidential decree will
be issued naming a can-
didate as governor.

NEWS DESK: United
States President Donald
Trump said he no longer
felt an “obligation to
think purely of peace”
after not receiving the
Nobel Peace Prize, and
repeated his demand for
control of Greenland, in
a letter to Norwegian
Prime Minister Jonas
Gahr Støre seen by
Reuters and Bloomberg
on Monday.

A copy of the text
of the letter was posted
by the foreign affairs
and defence correspon-
dent for PBS News, Nick
Schifrin, on social media
platform X,

who said he had
obtained it from multiple
officials. Schifrin added
that the letter had been
forwarded to “multiple
European ambassadors
in Washington”.

“Dear Jonas: Con-
sidering your Country

The agreement also
stipulated that a list of
proposed leaders sub-
mitted by the SDP com-
mand will be used to fill
senior military, security,
and civilian posts in the
central  government,
while heavy military
forces from the city of
Ain al-Arab/Kobani will
withdraw. Furthermore,
it also envisaged a local
police force affiliated
with the Syrian interior
ministry besides the cre-
ation of a security force
drawn from local resi-
dents.

decided not to give me
the Nobel Peace Prize
for having stopped eight
Wars PLUS, I no longer
feel an obligation to
think purely of Peace,”
Trump said in the letter.

“Although it will al-
ways be predominant,
but can now think about
what is good and proper
for the United States of
America.”

As Bloomberg
pointed out, the Nobel
Peace Prize is not de-
cided by the Norwegian
government but rather
awarded by an indepen-
dent committee.

“Denmark cannot
protect that land from
Russia or China, and
why do they have a
‘right of ownership’
anyway?” the US presi-
dent added.

“There are no writ-
ten documents, it’s only
that a boat landed there

hundreds of years ago,
but we had boats land-
ing there, also.”

Trump also called on
the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation
(Nato) to “do something
for the United States”,
saying, “I have done
more for Nato than any
other person since its
founding”.

He added, “The
world is not secure un-
less we have Complete
and Total Control of
Greenland. Thank you!”

“Regarding the
Nobel Peace Prize, I have
several times clearly ex-
plained to Trump what is
well known, namely that
it  is an independent
Nobel Committee, and
not the Norwegian gov-
ernment, that awards the
prize,” Bloomberg
quoted Støre as saying
in response.

A request for com-

ment sent to the White
House was not immedi-
ately returned, it added.

Trump has insisted
he will settle for nothing
less than full ownership
of Greenland, an au-
tonomous territory of
Denmark, threatening
tariffs of up to 25 per
cent on eight European
nations until his pur-
chase of the Danish ter-
ritory is achieved.

Meanwhile,  last
year’s Nobel Peace Prize
winner Maria Corina
Machado had given her
own medal to Trump in
recognition of what she
called his commitment to
the freedom of the Ven-
ezuelan people.

 However, the Nor-
wegian Nobel Institute
has said the prize can-
not be transferred,
shared or revoked even
if the medal is given
away.

stage,” the minister said.
‘Hard, tricky work’
Rail operator Iryo

said around 300 people
were on board its
Malaga-Madrid service.

Renfe, the operator
of the second train, has
not said how many pas-
sengers it was carrying.

Spain has Europe’s
largest high-speed rail
network, with more than
3,000 kilometres (1,800
miles) of dedicated
tracks connecting major
cities including Madrid,
Barcelona,  Seville,
Valencia, and Malaga.

The hundreds of
passengers left in the
wreckage hampered the
frantic work of emer-
gency services.

“The problem is that
the carriages are twisted,
so the metal is twisted
with the people inside,”
Francisco Carmona,
head of firefighters in
Cordoba, told public
broadcaster RTVE.

“We have even had
to remove a dead person
to be able to reach some-
one alive. It is hard,
tricky work,” he added.

Some of the car-
riages had tumbled down
an embankment of four

Iraq announces complete with-
drawal of US-led forces

NEWS DESK: Iraq said
on Sunday US-led coali-
tion forces had finished
withdrawing from bases
within the country’s fed-
eral territory, which ex-
cludes the autonomous
northern Kurdistan re-
gion.

“We announce to-
day… the completion of
the evacuation of all mili-
tary bases and leader-
ship headquarters in the
official federal areas of
Iraq of advisers” of the
US-led coalition, the mili-
tary committee tasked
with overseeing the end
of the coalition’s mission
said.

With the with-
drawal,  “these sites
come under the full con-
trol of Iraqi security
forces”, it said in the
statement, adding that
they would transition to
“the stage of bilateral
security relations with
the United States”.

The vast majority of
coalition forces had
withdrawn from Iraqi
bases under a 2024 deal
between Baghdad and
Washington outlining
the end of the mission in
Iraq by the end of 2025
and by September 2026
in the Kurdistan region.

US and allied troops
had been deployed to
Iraq and Syria since 2014
to fight the militant Is-
lamic State group, which
had seized large swathes
of both countries to de-
clare their so-called “ca-
liphate”.

The jihadist group
was territorially defeated
in Iraq in 2017 and in
Syria in 2019, but contin-

ues to operate sleeper
cells.

The vast majority of
coalition troops with-
drew from Iraq over pre-
vious stages, with only
advisers remaining in
the country.

Anti-IS operations
The military com-

mittee said Iraqi forces
were now “fully capable
of preventing the reap-
pearance of IS in Iraq
and its infil tration
across borders”.

“Coordination with
the international coali-
tion will continue with
regards to completely
eliminating IS’s pres-
ence in Syria,” it added.

It pointed to “the
coalition’s role in Iraq
offering cross-border
logistical support for
operations in Syria,
through their presence
at an airbase in Erbil”,

the capital  of Iraq’s
Kurdistan region. In De-
cember, two US soldiers
and a civilian interpreter
were killed in Syria in an
attack blamed on IS,
sparking fears of a resur-
gence in the country.

The statement
added that anti-IS opera-
tions would be coordi-
nated with the coalition
through the Ain al-
Assad base in Anbar
province in western
Iraq.IS attacks in Iraq
have massively declined
in recent years, but the
group maintains a pres-
ence in the country’s
mountainous areas.

A UN Security
Council report in August
said: “In Iraq, the group
has focused on rebuild-
ing networks along the
Syrian border and restor-
ing capacity in the Badia
region.”

W i t h d r a w a l
agreementWashington
and Baghdad agreed in
2024 to wind down a US-
led coalition fighting the
militant Islamic State
group in Iraq by Septem-
ber 2025, with US forces
departing bases where
they had been stationed.
However, a small unit of
US military advisers and
support personnel re-
mained.

Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia al-
Sudani said that the
agreement originally
stipulated a full pullout
of US forces from the Ain
al-Asad air base in west-
ern Iraq by September.
But “developments in
Syria” since then re-
quired maintaining a
“small unit” of between
250 and 350 advisers and
security personnel at the
base.

The agreement also
allowed the integration
of the administration in
charge of the Islamic
State camps into the
Syrian state structure.

Syrian army ad-
vances

Earlier in the day,
Reuters reported that
the Syrian government
troops were entering the
outskirts of Raqqa and
were advancing deeper
into the northeast of the
country, the last strong-
hold of the US-backed
autonomous Kurdish-
led administration.

metres (13 feet), Sanz
said.

‘Like a horror
movie’

A passenger on the
second train, bound for
the city of Huelva, who
gave only her first name
Montse, told Spanish
public television the
train, “with a jolt, came
to a complete stop, and
everything went dark”.

She described be-
ing thrown around in the
last carriage and seeing
luggage tumble on other
passengers.

“The attendant be-
hind me hit her head and
was bleeding. There
were children crying,”
she added. “Luckily, I
was in the last car. I feel
like I was given a sec-
ond chance at life.”

Survivor Lucas
Meriako, who was trav-
elling on the first train
that derailed, told La
Sexta television that
“this looks like a horror
movie”.

“We felt  a very
strong hit from behind
and the feeling that the
whole train was about to
collapse, break… there
were many injured due
to the glass,” he said.

NEWS DESK: A
contingent of the Pa-
kistan Air Force
(PAF) arrived in Saudi
Arabia to take part in
a multinational aerial
combat exercise, the
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said
in a press release on
Monday.

The PAF contin-
gent, comprising F-16
Block-52 fighter air-
craft alongside dedi-
cated air and ground
crew, arrived at King
Abdulaziz Air Base,
Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, to participate
in the multinational
aerial combat exercise
‘Spears of Victory
2026’. “The exercise
is witnessing the par-
ticipation of fighter jets
and combat support el-
ements from Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan,
France, Italy, Greece,
Qatar, Bahrain, Jor-
dan, the United King-
dom and the United

States of America,”
the ISPR said.

“It offers a robust
platform to enhance
interoperability, opera-
tional synergy, mutual
understanding and ca-
pacity building among
participating air
forces, particularly in
large force employ-
ment, night composite
air operations, inte-
grated ISR (Intelli-
gence Surveillance
Reconnaissance), and
operations in advanced
electronic warfare en-
vironments.”

Through partici-
pation in this multina-
tional forum, the PAF
seeks to enhance
interoperability with
partner air forces and
“validate its opera-
tional preparedness in
a contested, technol-
ogy-driven battle
space”.

The military’s me-
dia wing elaborated
that PAF fighter air-

craft undertook a non-
stop flight from their
home base in Pakistan
to Saudi Arabia, “dem-
onstrating the long-
range operational
reach and expedition-
ary capabilities of Pa-
kistan Air Force”.

“During the con-
duct of the exercise,
PAF pilots flying ad-
vanced F-16 Block-52
aircraft equipped with
modern avionics and
Beyond Visual Range
capabilities will be
pitched against air
crews of participating
air forces operating a
wide array of sophis-
ticated combat air-
craft,” it added.

The ISPR further
said that the participa-
tion of the PAF con-
tingent in the exercise
not only reflected its
firm commitment to
regional and interna-
tional military coop-
eration, but also under-
scored its “profes-

sional excellence and
proven capability to
operate effectively in
diverse and demand-
ing operational envi-
ronments alongside
leading contemporary
air forces”.

In September,
Islamabad and Riyadh
signed a Strategic Mu-
tual Defence Agree-
ment, pledging that
any attack on either
nation would be
treated as an act of
aggression against
both.

The two countries
have long shared a
multifaceted relation-
ship rooted in strate-
gic military coopera-
tion, mutual economic
interests, and shared
Islamic heritage.
These ties have en-
compassed economic
assistance and energy
supplies, with Riyadh
being a significant
source of financial aid
and oil for Islamabad.


