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A Step Forward, But Transparency Must

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:

The recent initiatives taken by
the Government of Balochistan
toward transparency and re-
form deserve appreciation.
Whether in climate gover-
nance, environmental planning,
or administrative decision-
making, the intent to move
away from opaque practices
sends a positive signal to a
province long plagued by mis-
trust and institutional weak-

c:
Acknowledging challenges
openly and taking the first
steps to address them is not
easy—especially in a region
facing climate vulnerability, hmf
ited resources, and d
governance deficits. Etfons
such as structured pla
gagement, and an
emphasis on accountability re-
flect a growing recognition
that business as usual is no
longer sustainable.
owever, appreciation
must be accompanied by hon-
esty. While these measures
mark progress, a great deal still
needs to be done to ensure true

Become the Rule in Balochistan

transparency and merit-based vants across Balochistan.
ion-making, particularlyin  For years, public percep-
the appointment of public ser- ~tion has been shaped by alle-
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gations of favoritism, political
influence, and non-merit ap-
pointments. These practices

have not only weakened insti-
tutions but also eroded public
trust and discouraged capable,

educated youth who seck fair
opportunities to serve.

If transparency is to be-
come more than a slogan, it
must be institutionalized across
all departments, not limited to
isolated initiatives. Recruit-
ment, promotions, postings,
and policy decisions should be
governed by clear rules, digi-
tal systems, and independent
oversight. Only then can merit
truly replace influence.

Good governance is not

ti

s p
litical will, administrative re-
form, and public vigilance.
Balochistan stands at a criti-
cal point where small but sin-
cere steps must now evolve
into systemic change.

The people of the province do
not expect perfection—but
they do expect fairness.
Strengthening transparency
and merit in public service
appointments will not only
improve governance but also
restore confidence in the
state itself.

This is the path toward a stron-
ger, more credible, and more
hopeful Balochistan.

@
Police force indispensable for
ensuring internal security and
rule of law: CDF Asim Munir

NEWS DESK:

Chicf of Defence Force
(CDF) and Chief of the
Army Staff (COAS) Field
Marshal  Asim  Munir
emphasised that a strong,
professional, and people-
centric police force is indis-
pensable for ensuring inter-
nal security and the rule of
law, according to an Inter-
Service Public Relations
(ISPR) statement issued on
Tuesday.

The army chief made these re-
‘marks during a visit to the
National Police Academy in
Islamabad,

where he addressed senior
police officials, and inter-
acted with officers of the
Police Service of Pakistan.

CDF Munir also acknowl-
edged the supreme sacri-
fices rendered by police per-
sonnel in the face of terror-
ism, crime and internal se-
curity challenges, it stated.

“The field marshal remarked

that the duty of the police to
enforce law and order is a
sacred trust and that the
armed forces will always
stand fully with the brave
and proud police personnel
of Pakistan,” said the state-

ment.

The senior police leadership,
on the occasion, reaffirmed
their commitment to further
strengthening policing stan-
dards,

enhancing professional capac-
ity and advancing necessary
institutional reforms to meet
contemporary security chal-
lenges, it said.

The statement further said the
field marshal was “briefed
on the School for High-Im-
pact Elite Law Enforcement
Development (SHIELD), as
well as training programs
and mluallves almed at ca-

and

dents of Police (ASPs),
where he highlighted the piv-

otal role of the police as the
first line of defence in safe-
guarding the lives, property,
and honour of citizens.”
During the visit, CDF Munir
also laid a wreath at the Po-
lice Martyrs’ Monument and
offered prayers for martyrs,
“paying solemn tribute to the
Shuhada of the Police who
laid down their lives in the
line of duty while safeguard-
ing peace, upholding the rule
of law, and ensuring public
safety across the country”.
The military’s media wing
stated that the CDF was pre-
sented with a guard of
honour on arrival at the
academy and was received
by the commandant.
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
and Minister of State for In-
terior Talal Chaudhry were
also present during the visit.
Last week, Naqvi visited the
National Police Academy
and reviewed the ongoing
renovation. He also gave
necessary instructions to the
commandant.
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Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm: Calls
QUETTA VOICE for Resilient Climate Policies Surface

Chandni Kakar:

Editor: Asim Khan
Balochistan’s Education
isis: Beyond Numbers and
Empty Promises

Editorial: meaningful change on 45,000 children to
The  Balochistan the ground. The result schools should not be
government’s claim is a broken system used to mask the

n the global battle 2017, Turbat recorclced change over through the loss of cqually crucial.
that around 45,000 where thousands of harsh truth: millions| (o005 @ scorching 53.5°C Balochistan. Driven livestock. Between Tree plantations
children have returned - schools remain with- are still deprived of| aﬁams Bal chl'mta € (128.3°F), setting a by intensified and in- 2010 and 2022, over could mitigate
toschools is beingpre- out proper buildings, - their fundamental right | paietor S50 WSt record for Pakistan. creasingly frequent 1.5 million livestock lig:
sented as a major forcing children to  to education. Poverty,| (e romindor of the Doiortunately, fore- monsoon rains, the full - were lost, costing over sweltering
breakthrough in ad-  studyunderopen skies insccurity, poor inffa- | gart mond for ol CoSS suggest that tem- - extent of the damage  §1 billionand displac-  temperatures
dressing the or abandon education structure, and weak | T8Nt Mee@ 1or ¢~ peratures will continue  is yet to be compre- ing over 100,000 _——~ "

province’s  deep- altogether. governance continue n:a;leinr:cs ;llznczﬁ;lf to rise. _ hended. However, it people, particularly in In a province
rooted education cri- Shelterless topushchildren outof| PO > le However, the cli- exposed districts like Quetta, where tree planting
sis. While any in- schools are notan ex- classrooms and into| NS !MCTCASINEYSCVEIC mate challenges in  province’s vulnerabili- - Pishin, Turbat, could mitigate swelter-
crease in enroliment ception but a norm labor, vulnerability, and :’;ea‘?éirciv?}l%;s:z: Balochistan extend be-  ties and highlighted the - Pajgure, and Khuzdar.  ing temperatures and
deserves acknowledg- across vast parts of hopelessness. inguccd Climate Yond relentless heat urgent need for effec- owever, climate change im-
ment, this figure pales the province. If the Balochistan I However. waves. The province tive management Balochistan need not  pacts, government ini-
in comparison to the  Equally alarming government is serious | & 2n8¢" . ©f grapples with devastat-  strategies. accept this grim fate. ~tiatives should engage

many residents mis- ing " droughts and Balochistan’s an- [t requires compre-  younger generations in
take these extreme floods, both of which nual rainfall ofjust 200 hensive strategies tai- green initiatives.
weather occurrences reak havoc on homes mm barely meets the lored to its unique Achieving a resilient

magnitude of the chal- is the issue of so-
lenge. More than 3.1 called “ghost teach-
million children in ers” and ineffective

about change, it must
move beyond state-
ments and statistics.

i i ive i in| for regular fluctua- andinfrastructure. The needs of its parched - fu i
Balochistan remain staffing. Massive investment in| 2 ori andni P challenges. The pro- future necessitates a
out of school, a reality Degspile repeated school infrastructure, u(ilns hx?glcnngr;:c; 8 floods of 2010 and population. This water vincial government  collaborative effort in-
that exposes decades claims of reforms un- transparent teacher g}m?;'g cn:lzsca ating 2022 left nearly 4 mil-  scarcity af- must robust volving government,
of neglect, misman- der the School Based management, commu-| = 1 5% T lion people displaced, - fects food production, - climate change poli- local communities, civil
agement, and hollow Recruitment (SBK) nity-based 11 disrupting lives and access to drinking cies, emphasizing wa- society, and the com-
commitments by suc-  system, i drives, and i b i n- triggering food short- water, and livestock ter resource manage- mercial sector.

ul " " "
cessive provincial gov- political interference, political will are essen- v ages and price spikes numbers, exacerbated ment and disaster pre- Balochistan’s path to-
emmenrt)s. ¢ an lack of account- pal M due to their impact on by climate change. paredness. Learning wards resilience be-

=

For years, educa- ability continue to Without tangible Balochistan is be- the agriculture sector. The severe droughts from the tragic dam gins with a symphony
tion in Balochistan has  cripple public educa- action, promises will| coming unbearably The 2022 flood of 1997-2003 and collapses 0f2022, pre- of collective action.
been treated more as tion. Reviewing re- remain empty, and an- | hot, with rising tem-  jp Balochistan  2014-2017 forcedmi- ventive measures, By addressing
aslogan than aserious  cruitment processes is other generation of| peratures transform- d th grations to water-rich such as effective wa- these critical issues,
policy priority. Gov- important, but without Balochistan’s children | ing heatwaves into a UM e.rscor ?S € arcas. ter reservoirs and early Balochistan can better
ernments have consis-  strict monitoring and  will be left behind.| year-round threat. looming climate ~ CC affects  waming systems, are adapt to the challenges
tently paid lip service enforcement, such re- Education cannot sur-| These  heatwaves change threat y np g posed by climate
to the issue, announc- views risk becoming vive onrhetoric alone;| pose severe health - about cli- change, ensuring a
ing plans, committees, yet another bureau- it demands urgent,| risks, including heat The 2022 flood Climate change mate change and pro- more sccure and sus-
and reforms that cratic cxcrcisc honest, and decisive| stress, dehydration, underscored the loom- also decimated the moting sustainable ag- tainable future for its
rarely translate into he return of action.School supplies! and even fafalities. In ing threat of climate region’s economy ricultural practices are residents.

Quetta Clty, Proposd Master Plan

Chiltan surface has
soils thatare predomi-
nantly gravelly loams.

The vegetation on
these soils si mainly
Haloxylon which pro-
vides poor grazing for
livestock.

Soil erosion

As far as soil ero-
sion is concerned, both
stream erosion of soil
and wind erosion is
occurring in the dis-
trict.

The stream ero-
sion takes place in the
piedmont plain along
the banks and beds of
streams.

Such streams are
Sariab Lora, Hanna
river, Habib Nallah
near Hudda. Wind
erosion occurs in the
valley.

This all requires a
review of the existing
plans and documents
and preparation of the
digitized base map of

Abdul Latif Kakar :
QUETTA: The
mountain-ringed,
Quetta city nceds a
comprehensive master
plan to ensure the so-
lution of problems
faced by citizens and
address the mega
question of climate
change.

Through the pro-
posed plan, scarce re-
sources would be
transparently and ra-
tionally utilized to
make it a better living
city in the country. |

For the first in the
history of the prov-
ince, the Urban Plan-
ning Development
(UPD) under the lcad-
ership of chief minis-
ter Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan has
started the prepara-
tion of the master plan.

Geographical lo-
cation, looming threat
of natural calamities

including earthquakes, Quetta with a protocol
drought, and floods, for its updating.
the need for making a A review of exist-

comprehensive master
plan for Quetta city is
growing. Rather, it is
now indispensable to
make this plan, before
it is already late.

Geography and
Soil

ing policies, proce-
dures, plans studies
conducted by donor
agencies, and other
relevant data. Current
and future population
trends need to be re-
viewed.
Transportation,
mass transit, and city
traffic management
and monitoring sys-
tem, housing commer-
cial, and industrial land
use evaluation of the
existing condition of
buildings and housing
schemes should be
thoroughly reviewed.
To be precise, the

Four main units
may describe the soils
of Quettai.c. (1) pied-
mont plains (very
deep and well-drained
soil) (2) piedmont ba-
sins (3) salinity and al-
kalinity (4) gravelly
piedmont fans and
aprons bordering the
mountains and plains.

The central part of .
the Quetta valley is city needs a master
covered by a soil that plan on an emergency
ranges from sandy At the margin of with pebbles and rock ley, the greater part of lief and dry mala bed. races along the main- is silty clay which is basis to address the
loam to silt loam. This the valley near foot- fragments and is suit- the valley floor is cov- The soil is re- stream. not suitable for culti- looming threat of cli-
type of soil is good for  hills, the soil consists able for vegetation. ered by barren rock stricted to the narrow However, the na- vation. mate change and
crop production. of sandy loam, mixed In the Hanna val- bout crops of low re- banks and low ter- ture ofthe soil in Belili Similarly, the natural disasters.
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IHC reinstates bail, right to
defence for Imaan, Hadi in
social media posts case

NEWS DESK: The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday rein-
stated the bail of lawyer
and activist Imaan
Mazari-Hazir and her
husband, Hadi Ali
Chattha, in the contro-
versial social media
posts case, after it was
cancelled by a sessions
court on January 15.

In the case regis-
tered under the Preven-
tion of Electronic Crimes
Act, 2016 (Peca), the two
have been accused of
inciting divisions on lin-
guistic grounds through
social media posts and
creating the impression
that the armed forces
were engaged in terror-
ism within the country.

n January 17,
Mazari and Chattha chal-
lenged their arrest orders
in the IHC, arguing that
the trial court had un-
lawfully curtailed their
right of defence, issued
arrest warrants without
fulfilling mandatory legal

Gul Plaza tragedy triggers governance
debate in National Assembly

NEWS DESK : The fire in tration of authority in
Karachi’s Gul Plaza provincial capitals had
dominated debate in the weakened governance.
National Assembly on He said the spirit of
Tuesday, with MQM-P the 18th Amendment
leader Farooq Sattar de- had yet to be realised, as
scribing the blaze as a power had not been
“national tragedy” and meaningfully devolved
accusing the Sindh gov- to the grassroots level.
ernment and city au- True public empower-
thorities of negligence ment, he said, required a
and a delayed response. strong and autonomous
He said Karachi’s local government sys-
residents had the right
to question both the
provincial and federal
governments  over
where the city stood in
their list of priorities.
The fire that broke
out late on Saturday
night at Gul Plaza has
killed at least 28 people,
while dozens still remain
unaccounted for.
Tempers flared in
the House as MQM-P
members tore up agenda
papers and demanded
that routine business be
suspended to focus
solely on the Karachi
tragedy.
Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar later moved
amotion to defer the re-
‘maining agenda, which

requirements, and or-
dered judicial custody
along with virtual pro-
duction. During today’s
hearing, the THC judge
reinstated the bail from
carlier, suspending the
arrest warrant issued by
Additional District and
Sessions
Muhammad
Majoka. He further di-
rected them to complete
the cross-examination in
three days and rein-
stated their right to de-
fence.

Atthis, the couple’s
legal counsel, Kamran
Murtaza, requested the
court to grant one week.
“T'will look into it. You
should proceed with the
trial,” the judge re-
marked.

in court today. During
yesterday’s hearing at
the IHC, Murtaza in-
formed the court that his
clients’ bail had twice
been cancelled. “Now an
order has been issued to
arrest them,” he said.
He maintained that
“if there were any
misdoings on  his
client’s part, the judge
should demonstrate pa-
tience”.
“The judge is hold-
ing hearings every 15
minutes,” he said.
Earlier on the same
day, Judge Majoka had
expressed displeasure
over why the accused
had not yet been ar-
rested during a hearing.
He directed the Na-
tional Cyber Crime In-
vestigation Agency of-
ficials to obtain a search
warrant  for  the
accused’s residence
from a magistrate and
ordered them to present
Mazari and Chattha in
court by I1am.

Hearings on Mon-
dayA day earlier, Justice
Azam Khan of the IHC,
who has been presiding
over the hearing, granted
Mazari and Chattha a
one-day protective bail,
directing them to appear

undercounted,
underrepresented and
underfunded. Paying
tribute to firefighter
Furgan Ali, who died
while baulmg the blaze,
he said accountability
was unavoidable and
that those responsible
must seek forgiveness
from the public. He re-
newed calls for stronger
local governments, say-
ing a city the size of
Karachi could not be run
bya chiefminister alone.

PPP leader Shehla
Razarejected MQM-P's
criticism, saying it was
not necessary for minis-
ters to immediately visit
incident sites and that
the priority should be ef-
fective emergency man-
agement. She outlined
the official response to
the fire, acknowledging
delays caused by traffic
congestion, and insisted
that Sindh had a func-
tioning local govern-
ment system.

Later, Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif ech-
oed calls for empowered
local governments, say-
ing it was “humanly im-

&

m.
“If there is no em-
powered local govern-
ment, there will be no ef-
fective fire brigade, no
timely emergency re-
sponse and no accounl»
ability  at
neighbourhood level .
he said.
Calling the Gul Plaza
fire a wake-up call, Asif|
urged parliament fo re-
flect seriously and pur-
sue constitutional re-
forms to strengthen lo-
cal governments.
MQM-P lawmaker
Wasim Hussain, re-
sponding to remarks by
PPP’s Abdul Qadir Patel,
accused political rivals
of past complicity in
Karachi’s problems, in-

was approved by possible” to manage cluding developments
Deputy Speaker Ghulam  Karachi under the cur- linked to Gul Plaza. Patel
Mustafa Shah. rent administrati uc-  rejected the

Sattar said decades ture.
of neglect had left

saying the Sindh gov-

“I am not blaming ermnment was committed

Balochistan Cabinet Approves New Divisions, Key

Legal and Governance Reforms

News Desk:

The Balochistan
Provincial Cabinet, un-

der the leadership of

Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, has ap-
proved wide-ranging ad-
ministrative, legal, and
development reforms
aimed at strengthening
governance, security,
and public service deliv-
ery across the province.

A key decision in-
cludes the approval of
two new administrative
divisions, Pishin and
Koh-e-Suleman, to im-
prove administrative
outreach and local gov-
ernance.

The cabinet also
decided that Ziarat will
continue to remain ad-
ministratively linked
with Loralai dlslncl
while a new i

lowing family members
to meet detainees.
The cabinet ap-
proved the Balochistan
Prevention, Detention
and De-radicalization
Rules 2025, the
lochi Center of

the cabinet finalized a
structured and long-term
policy framework to ad-
dress the issue of miss-
ing persons.

Under the ap-
proved mechanism, in-

strengthen protection
for complainants and
witnesses in terrorism-
related cases.

In a move to pro-
mote transparency and
merit, the cabinet ex-

Committee, Karbala, was
approved in Pishin dis-
trict to enhance munici-
pal services.

On law and order,

pressed satisfaction
over online, merit-based
recruitment in the Fi-
nance Department and
decided to gradually
digitize recruitment pro-

e car-
ried out at designated
centers under the super-
vision of authorized po-
lice officers, ensuring le-
gal safeguards and al-

Excellence on Counter-
ing Violent Extremism
Rules 2025, and amend-
ments to the Witness
Protection law to

cesses across all provin-
cial departments. The
cabinet also approved
the closure of the Reli-
gious Affairs Depart-
ment, with its employees
to be adjusted in other
government depart-
ments.

Major education re-
forms were also ap-
proved, including declar-
ing the Higher Technical
Education Department
an essential service, veri-
fying academic creden-
tials of contract teachers
across Balochistan, and
initiatingaction against
fake degree holders. De-
gree verification will be-
gin from Naseerabad
and Dera Bugti.

The cabinet also
agreed to adopt the na-
tional curriculum from
the academic year 2026~
27, launch the Chief
Minister Academic Ex-
cellence Program for
teacher support, and re-
cruit ad hoc teachers for
Mathematics, Science,
and English.

‘They forced us’: PM Shehbaz says Pak-Afghan trade
blockade result of Kabul’s inaction against terrorists

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday said Paki-
stan was “forced” to halt
all trade with Afghani-
stan due to Kabul’s in-
action against terrorists
operating from its soil.
ak-Afghan

border has been closed
for trade since mid-Oc-
tober 2025, when border
clashes erupted. Suc-
cessive rounds of talks
on counter-terrorism
mechanisms failed to
produce a workable so-
lution despite mediation
by Turkiye and Qatar.

“There is a_com-
plete blockade of Pak-
Afghan trade. It should
not have been there, but
they forced us,” the pre-
mier said while address-
ing a national workshop
event in Islamabad.

“This time, it must
be decided whether Af-
ghanistan wants to live
peacefully or not
They are our brothers
and sisters. If the interim
Afghan government
does not have an inter-
est in this (peace with
Pakistan), they should at
least have mercy on its
people and not oppress
them.”

“Rest assured, we
will keep trying our
best,” the prime minister
added.

While trade data
shows that the border
closure has hit Afghani-
stan far harder than Pa-
kistan, exporters and the
business community
have raised concerns
over the losses being
faced by them.

“It is our
neighbouring country,
we have to live forever
[...] what is good for Af-
ghanistan is good for

Pakistan, and vice
versa,” the prime minis-
ter remarked.

He called it unfortu-
nate that the past and
the incumbent Afghan
governments “did not
cherish the hospitality™
offered by Pakistan.

The premier added
that while international
aid was received for the
four million Afghan refu-
gees in Pakistan, the
country also had to use
its own resources.

He further said that
Pakistan did no favour
to the Afghan people
fulfilled its responsib
ties. “But the way they
are paying us back is
very upsetting,” the
prime minister added.

PM Shehbaz noted
that the 2020 Doha Ac-
cords were “very clear”
in stating that Afghani-
stan will rein in terrorist
activity in the country
and will not allow any
terrorist to operate from
their territory.

Recalling ministers’

subsequent rounds of
talks that failed, he said,
“Nothing came of it. We
had only one demand
that you commit to rein
inall terrorist outfits and
proxies, whether it is the
TTP, BLA, or the re-
sources provided to
them by India’s sup-
port.”
“Unfortunately,
they did not make any
serious commitment,” he
added. In his address,
the premier also spoke
at length about Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the
surge in terrorism.
Callingthe province
a “beautiful region” of
Pakistan, he praised its
people, saying they
“never hesitate to sacri-
fice their lives for their
country”. “Whatever
happened as a result of
the Afghan war is before
you,” the premier said,
noting that Pakistan wel-
comed refugees from

that “political forces
sympathetic to KP”
‘made sacrifices.
“By2018, terrorism
had been completely
eradicated, and every-
one knew this was
achieved through great
sacrifices,” PM Shehbaz
said.

He pointed out that
in the wake of the 2014
Army Public School at-
tack, the armed forces
and the government de-
cided that there would
be “no good or bad
Taliban”. “Today, there
is no such distinction,”
the premier asserted.

“But after 2018,
what was the reason that
this menace resurged?”
he asked, adding that
“we all know the answer
very well”.

“Numerous terror-
ists were released from
Swat, and thousands of
people were brought
from Afghanistan to live

in Pakistan. This was the
main reason terrorism
resurged in the coun-
try,” PM Shehbaz said.

“Today, terrorism
has once again dealt a
‘major blow to Pakistan’s
development and pros-
perity, particularly in

across the border and
allowed them to live here
“like a family”. “[But
what did Pakistan get in
return?” asked the prime
minister. He recalled that
“thousands of innocent
Pakistanis™ lost their
lives to terrorism, and

various meetings held
with Afghan leaders, the
premier lamented, “But
they did not adhere to a
single one of our recom-
mendations.”
Recalling the Pak-
Afghan border clashes
of October 2025 and the

Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, as well as
in other areas.”

“Every day, there is
aterrorist incident some-
where,” he added.

‘While hailing the
fact that there could be
“no greater sacrifice”
than that made by sol-
diers, he regretted that
hatred was being spread
on social media and that
an “evil attempt is being
made to defame the mar-
tyrs”. “They spew
venom against Pakistan
in chorus with the
country’s  enemies
across the border,” the
prime minister said, add-
ing that the nation
would continue its fight
against terrorism until it
is completely eradicated.

During his address,
the prime minister was
also asked about the
“disengaged” youth of
KP and the Centre’s
steps to include them in
the national discourse.

“There is a cold war
ongoing between the
federal government and
the KP government.
This statement does not
align with the facts,” he
said. The premier said he
had spoken by phone
with KP Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi on the day
he was elected and had
offered him his “full sup-
port™ for the develop-
ment and prosperity of
the province.

“He thanked me.
[But] after that, he dxd
not contact me again,”
PM Shehbaz noted, re-
calling that he had again
invited the KP CM to
work together during his
address in Chitral later.

He affirmed that the
Centre was engaged
with the youth, pointing
out multiple steps being
taken by the IT ministry
to upskill the youth.

Karachi critically short ~individuals, lam blaming ~ to the city
offirefighting resources, ~ the system.” he said, ar- and supporting those
arguing that the city was  guing that the concen- affected by the fire.

Plea seeks FIR against indian

woman Sarabjit Kaur

NEWS DESK: Apetition Baba Guru Nanak. On
has been filed before the  November 5, she con-
hore Sessions Court  verted to Islam, married
seeking the registration a Pakistani national,
ofacriminal case against Nasir Hussain, and
Indian national Sarabjit adopted the name Noor
Kaur forallegedly misus-  Hussain.
ing her visa and violat- Her absence be-
ing Pakistani laws. came apparent on No-
The application vember 13 when the pil-
was submitted by the grim group returned to
former chairman of the India without her. Au-

kistan Foreigners Act,

Additional Ses-
sions Judge Shahbaz
Raja took up the matter
and sought a response
from the concerned au-
thorities. Advocate Ali
Changezi, who had also
pursued the initial de-
portation petition, said
Kaur had been handed

Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara ~ thorities later confirmed ~over to the FIA by po-
Parbandhak Commitice, ~ that her visa had expired  lice and officials of the
Mahinder Pall Singh, on November 14, Evacuce Trust Property

Board for return to India.
He added that the
petitioner was seeking
the formation of an in-
quiry team to determine
how a woman, allegedly
having a criminal record
in India, was granted a
Pakistani visa.

Kaur and her hus-
band were reportedly ar-
rested from the Nankana
Sahib area after police
and intelligence agen-
cies conducted a raid in
the village of Pehray
Wali.

through his lawyer, Ad-
vocate Ali Changezi.
According to the pe
tion, Kaur entered Pal
stan on a religious pil-
grimage (yatra) visa but
is alleged to have
breached the visa con-
dmuns
Singh had previ-
ously flsda petition in
the Lahore High Court ders of the Federal In-
seeking Kaur’s deporta- vestigation Agency
tion. (FIA). He also re-
The 48-year-old, quested that a case be
who travelled to Paki- registered against her
stan under the name husband, Nasir Hussain,
Sarbjit Kaur, arrived on ~ forallegedly harbouring
November 4 as partofan her. The petitioner fur-
Indian pilgrim group at- ther claimed that Kaur
tending the birth anni- had fled from Nankana
versary celebrations of Sahib, violating the Pa-

prompting the initiation
of deportation proceed-
ings under immigration
regulations.

In his petition,
Singh argued that Kaur
was residing in Pakistan
illegally and should be
deported under the For-
cigners Act, 1946, and
the relevant standing or-

Noofficial explana-
tion has yet been pro-
vided for the suspen-
sion of the deportation
process.

‘Not possible without officials’ involvement’:

NEWS DESK: PML-N
Senator Afnanullah
Khan on Tuesday al-
leged that there had to
be some involvement of
officials in the theft of
Pakistanis’ data, saying
that it was available on
the dark web.

The senator made
the remarks during a
meeting of the Senate
Standing Committee on
Interior, where he said:
“All of Pakistani nation-
als’ data is on the dark
web And it is the latest

“And it is such
good data that we might
not have such well-pro-
cessed data. For ex-
ample, they have con-
solidated data from the
National Database and
Registration Authority
(Nadra), the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
and banks into a
dataset,” he said.

“And you can get
anyone’s data for Rs500,
and if you want that of
the entire country, you
will get it for Rs70-80 bil-
lion. Data worth R>70-
80bnis

senator on theft of Pakistanis’ data

when the data of any in-
dividual was stolen, it
could be used for any
purpose, including ob-
taining passports and
identity cards for others.
“Whyis Pakistanis’
data stolen time and
again?” he asked.
Addressing Immi-
gration and Passports
Director General
Mustafa Jamal Kazi, he
added: “Let me tell you
one thing; without the
[involvement of] people

of 240 million people
cannot be stolen just
like that.”

Later, speaking to
Dawn, the PML-N sena-
tor asserted that this
data could not have been
leaked without the in-
volvement of officials in
the Nadra and Immigra-
tion and Passports Di-
rectorate General.

In the meeting,
Committee Chairperson
and PTI Senator Faisal
Saleem Rahman had

a probe had been con-
ducted and officials had
also been removed.
Senator Rahman
also stressed the need
for ensuring the protec-
tion of law enforcement
bodies’ data. “Who will
be responsible if their
data is leaked?” he said.
Proposal to ban so-
cial media platforms
Minister of State for
Interior Tallal Chaudhry
also attended the meet-
ing, where he raised the
issue of the use of so-

dark web,” the o
said.

He pointed out that

inside the

data theftat such a large
scale is not possible. It
is impossible. The data

asked Kazi whether any
investigation had been
carried out in this regard.
Kazi responded that

cial media by terrorists.
“Previously, terror-
ists used guns. Now,

PML-N

they are using social
media,” he said, adding
that social media compa-
nies would not even
share the Internet Proto-
col addresses of users
operating accounts be-
ing used for terrorism.
Speaking on the
matter, Senator Rahman
suggested that the gov-
ernment should enter
into a contract with so-
cial media platforms. He
further advised that plat-
forms that did not coop-
erate with the govern-
ment should be banned.
Senator
Palwasha Khan en-
dorsed these views, say-
ing: “A ban should defi-
nitely be imposed.”
Senator Rahman
further pointed out that
China had its own social
media platforms and
said, “There is no need
to employ the services
of those [companies]
that are not cooperat-

5

Chaudhry  re-
sponded to the sugges-
tion, saying: “This is a
big decision, you can
take it. If we take. it, it will
be called an attack on
the freedom of expres-
sion.”
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Supreme Court (SC) acquits man after 15 years in murder case

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Supreme Court of
Pakistan has acquitted a
man after 15 years ina
murder case arising from
a dispute over Rs2.500,
ordering his immediate
release.

was mentioned in the
record.

The Supreme Court
ruled that the incident
did not occur in the
manner described by the
prosecution and termed
the case mysterious in

The verdict was an-
nounced by a three-
member bench compris-
ing Justice Hashim
Khan Kakar, Justice
Salahuddin Panhwar,
and Justice Ishtiaq
Torahim. In its detailed

Jjudgment, the court ob-
served that the presence
of the complainant at the
crime scene was doubt-
ful, noting that the inci-
dent allegedly occurred
in complete darkness
and no source of light

tol from Shehbaz Ali was
found to match the shell
collected from the crime
scene. The court further
observed that Shehbaz
Ali had already been ac-
quitted by the frial court,

and neither the state nor

the complainant chal-
lenged that acquittal.
The apex court also
remarked that the
prosecution’s failure to
present key witnesses
before the court created
serious doubts about its

nature.

Referring to the
statement of the inves-
tigating officer, the court
noted that the fatal shot
was not fired by Nacem
Arshad but by Shehbaz
Ali. The recovered pis-

case.

According to the
case record, the incident
took place on March 14,
2011, in Sahiwal, where
Muhammad Anwar was
shot dead at a cloth
shop.

 Hi AN
ISLAMABAD: ane Mmlster Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addressing National

[Workshop on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
China leads Pakistan’s PMD predicts cold,
dry weather for mos

FDI inflows in
first half of FY2026 parts of country
ISLAMABAD (INP):

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan Meteorological

hina remained
Pakistan’s largest source Department (PMD) has
of foreign direct invest- predicted cold and dry
weather for most parts

ment (EDI) during the
of the country during

first half of the current

fiscal year, Gwadar Pro next 24 hours, while very
reported on Tuesday cold conditions are likely
quoting data released by it hilly areas

the State Bank of Paki- However, cloudy
weather with light rain

stan (SBP).
Net FDI from China b t

reached $422.9 million and light snowfall is ex-

pected at isolated places

in upper Khyber

during JulyDecember

FY2026, ting f
e o Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-
Baltistan. Moderate to

more than half of
Pakistan’s total net FDI

dense fog is likely to
develop over plain arcas

of$808.1 million for the
six-month period.

Gross inflows from of Punjab and upper
China stood at $583.4 Sindh during night and
million, while outflows morning hours.
totaled $160.5 million, Partly cloudy and
leaving Beijing signifi- cold weatheris expected

in Islamabad and sur-
rounding areas. In

cantly ahead of all other
partnier countries.
Overall, Pakistan re- Khyber Pakhtunkh
ceived $1.81 billion in Khyber dry weather 15
likely over most dis-
tricts; however, cloudy

FDI gross inflows from

all partners during the
conditions with light rain
and light snowfall are

criod, against outflows
expected in Chitral,

P
0f $1.01 billion.
Swat, Dir, Kohistan,

The resulting net
FDIof $808.1 million rep-

Abbottabad, Kalam and
surrounding areas.

resents a43.2% decline
compared to the $1.42
billion recorded during ling ar )
Punjab will experi-
ence cold and dry
weather inmost districts,

the same period in
while very cold and

negative portfolio in-
vestment flows of $600.6
million. When combined
with FDI, the total for-
eign investment for the
period stood at $207.4
million. The monthly
performance for Decem-
ber was particularly
strained; while China in-
vested a net $114.1 mil-
lion, massive outflows in
other sectors pushed
Pakistan’s  overall
monthly net FDI into
negative lemlm‘y at -
$134.7 mil

This was a sharp
reversal from the $182.4
million in net inflows re-
corded in December
2024. Hong Kong SAR,
a major vehicle for Chi-
nese outbound invest-
ment, emerged as a no-
table contributor with a
net investment of $163.8
million during July-De-
cember FY2026.

Other significant in-
vestors included the
United Arab Emirates
($112.2 million) and Swit-
zerland ($106.8 million).

In contrast, net in-
flows from the United
Kingdom and the United
States remained modest,
while several advanced
economies recorded net
outflows.

partly cloudy conditions
are likely in Murree,
Galiyat and nearby ar-
eas. Moderate to dense
fog may develop over
Sialkot, Narowal, Jhelum,
Gujranwala, Gujrat,
Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Okara, Pakpattan, Kasur,
Khanewal, Faisalabad,
Multan, Kot Addu,
Bahawalnagar, Khanpur
and Bahawalpur during
night and morning
hours. Cold and dry
weather is also likely to
prevail over most dis-
tricts of Sindh, with fog
expected over Sukkur,
Rohri,  Shikarpur,
Kashmore, Shaheed
Benazirabad, Dadu,
Larkana, Tando Jam,
Mohenjodaro  and
Jacobabad during night
and morning hours.

In Balochistan, cold
and dry weather is ex-
pected across most dis-
tricts, while very cold
conditions are likely in
northern parts of the
province. Very cold and
cloudy weather is ex-
pected in Kashmir, while
light rain with light snow-
fall may occur at isolated
places in Gilgit-
Baltistan.

The country also
recorded substantial

No restriction or ban on Baloch students admissions

in Punjab’s public sector universities, Senate told

ISLAMABAD Punjab University, admitted against the aging universities to

(INP): Minister for Government College reserved ~ Baloch accommodate Baloch
Law and Justice University, Bahauddin quota, under a uni- students under their
Azam Nazeer Tarar Zakariya University, form policy. respective  quota

frameworks.

He clarified that
there was no ban or
restriction on Baloch
students admission to
al colleges, but
minimum merit criteria
applied, as medical
education was a pro-

The minister said
there was no discrimi-
nation in the admission
process, explaining
that universities fol-
lowed a consistent
yardstick whereby
candidates with the
highest merit within

on Tuesday informed
the Senate that there
was no restriction or
ban on admissions of
Baloch students in
Punjab’s public sector
universities.
Responding to a
point raised by Sena-

the Islamia University
of Bahawalpur, and
other public sector in-
stitutions. He said that
in some universities,
fewer admissions had
occurred only because
applications had not
been submitted

tor Kamran Murtaza in against the quota. the quota were fessional and sensitive
the Senate, the minis- Providing a gen- granted admission. field. Azam Nazeer
ter said that a total of der and merit-wise Responding to Tarar said the matter

3,850 Baloch students
were currently en-
rolled in various uni-
versities across
Punjab and that their
quota remained fully
intact.

He said the ma-
jority of these students.

could be further taken
up with the Punjab
government if needed,
adding that senior ad-
viser to the Punjab
government Nosheen
Rehman had volun-
teered to pursue the
issue at the provincial

breakdown, Azam
Nazeer Tarar said
that out of the total
3,850 students, 3,419
were male and 431
were female. He said
58 percent of the stu-
dents had secured ad-
mission on open merit,

concerns regarding
medical college ad-
missions, he said each
university regulated
admissions in accor-
dance with decisions
of its syndicate, while
the Federal govern-
ment had issued a gen-

were studying at while 42 percent were eral directive encour- level.
Challenges could only be resolved |  Security

. . operations
through dialogue: Rana Sanaullah | iy under
ISLAMABAD (INP): government and opposi- political rivalrybetween | NAP: Talal

Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister on Politi-
cal  Affairs  Rana
Sanaullah on Tuesday
urged all political parties
to join hands fora *“Char-
ter of Stability of Paki-
stan (Misag-e-Istehkam-
e-Pakistan),” stating
that the country’s politi-
cal, electoral, and i
tutional challenges
could only be resolved
through dialogue and
consensus within Parlia-
ment.

Speaking in the
Senate, he said the prime
minister had repeatedly
extended an uncondi-
tional offer to the oppo-
sition to engage in dia-
logue, stressing that po-
litical disputes should
be resolved politically
rather than through con-
frontation.

Pakistan’s history
showed that prolonged
political deadlock only
weakened democratic in-
stitutions, he said.

Rana Sanaullah said
concerns raised regard-
ing the February 8 elec-
tions were not unprec-
edented, recalling that
similar ha

tion must acknowledge
that Pakistan’s electoral
system lacked complete
credibility and required
collective reform. “If we
agree that free and fair
elections remain a chal-
lenge, then the solution
lies in sitting together to
improve election laws,
procedures and the role
of institutions like the
Election Commission,”
he added.

Referring to post-
2018 developments, he
said parliamentary rem-
edies had existed then as
well, including the for-
mation of a parliamen-
tary commission, but
political will had re-
mained absent. He said
political victimisation,
arrests and imprison-
ment of leaders were not
new phenomena, recall-
ing that similar narra-
tives and hardships had
existed in earlier periods
aswell.

Rana Sanaullah said
courts had also issued
controversial decisions
in the past, including the
disqualification ~ of
elected prime ministers,

‘major parties had even-
tuallyled to the Charter
of Democracy, which
helped stabilise the sys-
tem. He said abandoning
that spirit in favour of
protests, sit-ins and
confrontational politics
had repeatedly
destabilised the coun-

Chaudhry
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister of State for In-
terior Talal Chaudhry
told the National Assem-
bly on Tuesday that all
security operations be-
ing carried out across
the country were strictly
in line with the unani-
mously agreed National
Action Plan (NAP) and
were being conducted in
close coordination with
provincial governments
and relevant institu-
tions. Speaking in the
House, he recalled that
the NAP was first formu-
lated in 2014-15 and later
reinforced under NAP-II,
adding that all political
parties and provincial
governments had
reached a consensus on
the framework. He said
intelligence-based op-
erations were being con-
ducted daily with the
support of provincial
authorities and law en-
forcement agencies. Re-
ferring to ongoing opera-
tions in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the
erstwhile tribal areas,

Ty.

The SAPM said
political rhetoric calling
for dragging elected
leaders out of office had
damaged democratic
norms, noting that the
same political leadership
later sought unity dur-
ing national crises such
as terrorism and the APS
tragedy.

He said Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharifhad
demonstrated serious-
ness by personally
reaching out to opposi-
tion benches, offering
dialogue without condi-
tions, including calls
made on the floor of the
House and gestures
made after the passage
of the budget.

Rana Sanaullah said
opposition leaders in
both the National As-

Pakistan, IDB sign three loan
agreements worth $603m

ISLAMABAD provide $475 million in For a separate ini- maturity dates.
(INP): Pakistan and financial assistance tiative in Azad Kash- Sources in the
the Islamic Develop- for the M-6 Sukkur to mir aimed at out-of- Ministry of Finance
ment Bank (IDB) Hyderabad Motorway school children, the has said that the min-
signed three loan project. This Islamic Development istry has completed its
agreements worth a motorway forms a key Bank will provide $10 working and the PM
total of $603 millionon  section of the pro- millionin funding. will soon request to
Tuesday. posed Peshawar to Meanwhile, the the UAE authorities
The agreements were Karachi motorway.  Pakistan government for rollover of US$ 3
signed by the Vice Additionally, Paki- to seck roll over a $3  billion loan. The Gulf!
President of the Is- stan signed an agree- billion loan from the country has deposited
lamic Development ment with the sDB to  United Arab Emirates total US$ 3 billion in
Bank and the Secre- launch a poverty alle- (UAE), official the State Bank of Pa-
tary of the Economic viation programme for sources said. “Prime kistan being used for
Affairs Division, inthe families affected by Minister Shehbaz the balance of pay-
presence of Federal floods. The Sharif will write a let- ment, sources said.
Minister for Economic programme’s total ter to the President Officials said that
Affairs Ahsan Khan costis $134.2 million, UAE Sheikh a81 billion tranche will
Cheema, Federal Min-  with the IsDB contrib- Mohamed bin Zayed mature on January 17,
ister Syed Imran uting $118.4 million. Al Nahyan requesting while another $1 billion
Ahmed Shah, and The project will be to him for the rollover to mature on January
other senior officials. implemented across of three tranches 23.The next$1 billion
The Islamic De- 25 districts of the amounting to US $3 is expected to mature
velopment Bank will country. billion before their in July this year.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Cnmmerce Jxm Kamal Khan meets wlth the Ambassador of]|
Pal

Indonesia t

istan, Chandra
a focus on rice, agril

e, and i

i ,to discuss bilateral trade, with|

adding that selective
memory would not help
heal political wounds. “If
every side insists that
only its grievances be
addressed first, no dia-

sembly and the Senate
now had an opportunity
to steer politics towards
stability, adding that dia-
logue on judicial inde-
pendence, political

the minister said the pro-
vincial government was
on board and that con-
sultations had been held
with district administra-
tions, tribal elders, local

followed earlier polls,
including the 2018 gen
eral elections.

He said if political
forces remained stuck in

past grievances, logue can ever begin,” cases, electoral reforms | leadership and provin-
progress would remain he said. and democratic norms | cial authorities before
impossible. He recalled that must take place at the | launching the opera-

He said both the

during the 1990s, bitter table of Parliament. tions.

LAMABAD : First Lady Bibi Aseefa Bhlngnrdnr in a meeting with CEO Prime Hospital Healthcare|
[Facility, Dr Shnhmd Shafiq Musavi, at Aiwan e Sadr.

President Zardari condemns bomb blast in
Kabul's Chinese restaurant

ISLAMABAD, Jan
20 (INP): President
Asif Ali Zardari has
strongly condemned
the bomb blast at a
Chinese restaurant in
Kabul, which has re-
sulted in the loss of
several lives and left
one Chinese national
injured and one re-
ported dead.

He expressed
deep grief over the
casualties and ex-
tended heartfelt con-
dolences to the fami-
lies of the victims.

The President

conveyed sincere
sympathy to the in-
jured and their families
and prayed for their
carly recovery. He
paidtribute to the spirit
of Chinese citizens
who have continued to
work for the develop-
ment of Afghanistan
despite rising insecu-
rity and serious risks to
their lives.

President Zardari
noted that the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan
has failed to honour the
commitments made
under the Doha Peace

Agreement, particu-
larly the obligation to
prevent the use of Af-
ghan soil for the ex-
port of terrorism.

He recalled that
Pakistan has repeat-
edly stressed that no
terrorist groups should
be allowed safe ha-
vens in Afghanistan
and that regional
peace and security
must be upheld. The
President said that itis
not just Pakistan but
other neighbours of
Afghanistan, including
Tajikistan have re-

cently been affected
by the terrorists oper-
atmg out of Afghan
soil.

“The President fur-
ther stated that the
failure to establish a
broad based and inclu-
sive government by
the Taliban is contrary
to the Doha Agree-
ment. He emphasised
that full implementa-
tion of the agreement,
in letter and spirit,
along with concrete
steps to end cross bor-
der terrorism, remains
essential.
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Acting Governor Ghazala Gola Stresses Equal

QUETTA: Acting
Governor of
Balochistan Ghazala
Gola has emphasized
that women constitute
half of the country’s
population,

and only by providing
them with equal op-
portunities and facili-
ties can their hidden
potential be utilized for
the greater national
interest.

She said that
women of Balochistan
are in no way less in-
telligent or capable
than women of other
provinces; however,
poverty and lack of
basic facilities con-
tinue to hinder their
progress. The Acting
Governor noted that
limited opportunities
prevent women from
reaching their full po-
tential.

Expressing these
views during a meet-
ing with Secretary
‘Women Development
Saira Atta at the Go?

Deputy Commissioner Zlarat Inspects Development
Projects Under Ziarat Master Plan
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Opportunities for Women in Balochistan
- !

.
GWADAR: Deputy directly with students Principal Government
Commissioner by asking academic Girls Degree College
Nageebullah Kakar questions. He appre- Gwadar,  Sabeen
paid an official visit to  ciated the students” Baloch, presented a
ZIARAT: Deputy  the Ziarat Development | the Government Girls ¢ d brief-
Commissioner Ziarat, Project must be com- | Degree College interest, and strong ing on the college s
Abdul Qudoos pleted within the stipu- | Gwadar to review the performance. academic activities,
Achakzai, today visited lated time and strictlyac- | institution’s academic On the occasion, key achievements,
various ongoing devel- cording to approved | environment, teaching the Deputy Commis- and existing needs.

opment projects being standards. activities, and overall sioner also held a de- Later, the Deputy
constructed under the He emphasized that | performance. tailed meeting with the  Commissioner visited
Ziarat Master Plan development work is a During the visit, college faculty, where —the under-construction

Gwadar Deputy Commissioner Reviews Academic
Standards at Government Girls Degree College

ernor House Quetta,
Ghazala Gola said the
current provincial gov-
ernment is taking con-
crete steps to ensure
the development of
women and to create
new opportunities for
education and employ-
menl across the prov-

She termed it a
matter of satisfaction
that women in
Balochistan are prov-
ing their abilities in all
walks of life.

The Acting Gov-
ernor further stated
that only an economi-
cally empowered
woman can play a key
role in securing her
own rights as well as
advocating for the
rights and empower-
ment of other women.

Earlier, Secretary
‘Women Development
Saira Atta congratu-
lated Ghazala Gola on
assuming the office of
Acting Governor of
Balochistan.

.
to ensure the timely
completion of the
project.

At the conclusion
of the visit, the Princi-
pal thanked the
Deputy Commissioner
of Gwadar for his
valuable time, guid-
ance, and continued
support for the educa-
tion sector. The visit

Assistant Commis-  stated that the Ziarat
uwm-n{ ws5:347 | | sioner Ziarat Sajad-ur- Master Plan would play
CAMBRANI Rehman Kordo, Project  a vital role in transform-

Plan Project Sanam Zaib attractive tourist desti-

" Project. - public trust and no com- | the Deputy Commis- academic matters, building of the college proved to be encour-
L ‘":'“E"‘;‘!;;‘I:;:;';P" 177 During the visit, he - promise on quality will | sioner inspected vari- challenges faced by and reviewed the aging and highly ben-
28 RYVAALL JEvJ-nr'\.FNI TR reviewed the construc-  be tolerated. ous classes of Inter- the institution, and fu- progress of develop- eficial for both stu-
FOR G tion work of the Tourist He further warned mediate and ADP pro- - ture developmem ment work. He as- dents and faculty
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DC Chaman |
Chairs District
Health
Committee
Meeting
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CHAMAN :A meeting
of the District Health
Committee was held un-
der the chairmanship of
Deputy (,ommi»ioner
Chaman, Habib Ahmq
Bangulzai.

The meeting was at-

by i + | | tended by Deputy Dis-
trict Health Officer
(DDHO) Chaman Dr.
Abdul Rasheed, PPHI
District Head Ziaullah,
and other concerned
health officials.
Duringthe meeting,
the Deputy Commis-
sioner was briefed on
the overall situation of
the Chaman Health De-
partment, including the
New DHQ Hospital

Chaman, dispensaries,
Basic Health Units
(BHUs), and all other
health units.
Detailed information
was shared regarding
the availability of medi-
cines,

stock of emergency
drugs, medical equip-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

‘ment, machinery, infra-
structure, other es-
sential facilities.
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Punjab clanns supply of 0. 85m metrlc tonnes of wheat to pr0v1nces

NEWS DESK: The
Punjab government
claims to have sup-
plied 850,000 metric
tonnes of wheat to
other provinces, of
which a major chunk
has been provided to
K h y e r
Pakhtunkhwa.

Punjab Director
Food Amjad Hafeez
says transportation of
wheat is being carried
out through a transpar-
ent permit system and
the total estimated in-
ter-provincial move-
ment of wheat from
Punjab stands be-
tween 1.4 and 1.5 mil-
lion metric tonnes,
while more than
700,000 metric tonnes
have been supplied to
Islamabad alone.

He clarified that
there were no restric-
tions on the movement
of wheat within
Punjab, and inter-dis-
trict transportation
was fully allowed
without any quota or
administrative barri-
ers. He explained that
wherever a permit
system was in place,
it served only as a fa-
cilitative and monitor-
ing mechanism to com-
pile accurate data, dis-
courage hoarding and
profiteering, and sup-
port evidence-based

pOlle makmg added.

“The system is not He claimed that
intended to d:srupt allegations regarding
trade or markets,” he restrictions on wheat

transportation were
baseless and contrary
to ground realities.

He said the gov-

and profiteering, while
protecting the interests
of farmers and con-
sumers remained a
top priority of the

wernment.Meanwhile,
PTI Punjab Kissan
Wing general secre-
tary MPA Ejaz Shafi
has rejected the food
director’s claim that
Punjab had given any
wheat quota to the KP
I and only smuggled
wheat reached the
| province.

He said the
wheat price had risen
to Rs5,000 per 40kg
and if Punjab had sup-
plied wheat to KP and
Sindh, the prices could
have risen to Rs10,000
per 40kg.

He lamented that
hoarders, allegedly
belonging to the in-
cumbent government,
had bought wheat
from farmers at
Rs1,800 to Rs2,000
per 40kg and hoarded
the staple, now selling
at more than the
double prices ina mat-
ter of three to four
months.

“The government
pushed poor farmers
against the wall during
harvesting season and
now the poor are com-
pelled to purchase
flour and roti at higher
rates,” he said.

ernment was utilising bility. reaches province

all available resources PTI Kissan Wing He, however, said
to ensure national food rejects claim; says measures were being
security and price sta- only smuggled staple taken to curb hoarding

Pakistan, China set to ink MoUs
in 10 agri-sectors

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
and China are set to sign
multiple
of  understanding
(MoUs) for private-sec-
tor joint venture invest-
ments worth millions of
dollars across 10 key

NEWS DESK:
Pakistan’s nati-onal
transmission system,
one of the largest in the
world, suffers from a
damaging mix of over-
loading d
underutilisation, creat-

Tanveer Hussain said
the ministry was fully
i to support-
ing Chinese investors,
from facilitating regula-
tory processes to ensur-
ing seamless coordina-
tion with all relevant

vestment include agro-
chemicals and inputs,

Itural machinery
and solutions, food pro-
cessing and value addi-
tion, meat and poultry,
dairy inputs and pro-
cessed products, fruits

ing operauonal con-

sectors of agriculture, it - and vegetables, animal government depart- | gqints that unde-rmine
emerged from the Paki- feed and related value mentsand institutions. | merit-based power sup-
stan-China Agricultural ~ chains, fisheries and He said  the| )y and_impose an

Conference chain ’s objective financial
held in on  systems and was not merely to attract | hyrden on consumers
Monday. produce logistics, and investment, buttomake | znd  the national

The sectors in food-grade packaging Pakistan a destination | economy, the National
which agreements are materials and equip- where Chinese enter- | Electric Power
expected to be signed ment. Makinga compre- prises could grow, inno- Regul-atory Authority
include agriculture, food hensive presentation on  vate and succeed along- (Nepra) has said.

processing, livestock, Pakistan’s agriculture side Pakistani partners. In a detailed review

fisheries, agri-inputs, sector, the Ministry of Addressing the | of the national grid sys-
fannmachmery, renew-  National Food Security ~ conference, Prime Min- | tem, the regulator
able energy, logistics, and Research stated that ister Shehbaz Sharif said pointed out that the

technology and value-
added exports.

The conference
drew strong participa-
tion from the private sec-
tors of both countries,
with 119 companies from
China and 191 compa-
nies from Pakistan in at-
tendance, reflecting
growing bilateral com-
mercial interest.

Agriculture has
been officially elevated

it plans to sign more
than 25 sanitary and
phytosanitary (SPS) and
export protocols with
key trading partners, in-
cluding China, in 2026.
Pakistan’s agricul-
tural landscape reflects
a challenging paradox:
despite fertile land, low
labour costs and a large
domestic market, the
country faces an esti-
mated productivity gap

Pakistan, being an agrar-
ian economy, held im-
mense and largely un-
tapped potential in agri-
culture and could trans-
form the sector not in
years, but in months, by
adopting modern tech-
nologies, improving
productivity  and
strengthening coopera-
tion with China.

He underlined the
importance of deciding

backbone of the trans-
mission network
500kV and 220kV lines
~ remained “mostly
overloaded” at the close
0f FY2024-25. It said the
National Grid Company
(NGC) faced critical over-
loading in several sec-
tions of its 500kV and
220kV network, particu-
larly during summer peak
demand.

as a priority area of co- of $95 billion due tolow  what to grow and export, | and power transformers
operation under the sec-  technology penetration developing  value | are operating beyond 80
ond phase of the China- and inadequate infra- chains, cold storage and | per cent of their rated ca-
Pakistan Economic Cor-  structure. Addressing warehousing, and pro- | pacity, risking equip-

ridor (CPEC).
The 10 priority sub-
sectors identified for in-

the conference, Minister
for National Food Secu-
rity and Research Rana

‘moting value addition to
make Pakistani produce
globally competitive.

ment failure, voltage in-
stability and outages.”
it said. In FY25, out of

Grid issues behind costly power:

“Many grid stations |

Nepra

operational data to de-
termine how long a
transformer or circuit
operated beyond its
rated capacity.

The  regulator
warned that transmis-
sion system constraints

south central corridor
d bidirec-
{ional power flows in the
network.

have led to reliance on
in

violation of economic
merit order (EMO) and
rising project costs due ‘The regulator called
to delays,” it said. for fast-tracking the
Tronically, most of completion of critical
these grid stations at transmission projects,

192 transformers across
68 grid stations, 116 were
overloaded ~ beyond
80pc, it added.
Providing a break-
down, Nepra said 30 of
47 transformers at the
500/220kV level were

overloaded beyond Rawat, Sheikhupura, existing sub- impact the
$0pe. Inadditon, 86 of Gt Multan, stations with higher-ca- overall cfficiency, reli-
14 the Jamshoro  pacity tr and abilityand affordability

a
23015 Tevel were
overloaded beyond the
same threshold.
Regions with no-
table overloading in-
cluded Hyderabad,
Islamabad, Lahore and
Multan, with persistent
constraints at key grids
like Gatti, New Multan,

and Muzaffargarh have
been in an overloaded
condition since 2017-18
and onwards.
According to the
review, these con-
straints have limited full
power evacuation from
the 1,300MW Sahiwal
coal-fired plant, overre-

reactive power support,
and enhancing real-time
grid monitoring to ad-
dress persistent over-
loading in the transmis-
sion network.

It said the resulting
financial burden could
not be calculated under
current conditions be-

of electricity supply.
When the transmission
network lacks adequate
capacity or flexibility, it
restricts the flow of
power from generation
sources to demand cen-

es.
“This leads to con-
gestion, increased trans-

Sarfaraz  Nagar, liance on Attock, cause assessing the se- mission losses and
Muzaffargarh  and Halmore, Sapphire and ~verity and duration of underutilisation of low-
Sheikhupura. Liberty, limited transfor- ~overloading would re- cost or renewable gen-

“These limitations quire hourly digitised eration, ultimately rais-
! ing the overall cost of
electricity,” Nepra said.
| “Transmission con-
straints not only raise
reliability concerns for
consumers but also lead
to higher electricity tar-
iffs.

This is primarily be-
| cause, in the absence of
adequate transmission
capacity, the system
must rely on more expen-
sive and less efficient
power  generation
sources, even when
cheaper alternatives are
available but inacces-
sible,” it explained.

mation capacity in the
i

OGDC announces fresh oil, gas discovery
in K-P’s Kohat district

NEWS DESK: Oil and
Gas Development Com-
pany Limited (OGDC) on
Tuesday announced an-
other major oil and gas
discovery at its explor-
atory well Baragzai X-01
(Slant) in the Nashpa
Block in Kohat district
of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, underlin-
ing the area’s growing

importance for
Pakistan’s energy secu-
ity.

The well, drilled to
adepth of 5,170 metres,
successfully tested the
Samana Suk and
Shinawari formations
and is producing 3,100
barrels of oil per day and
8.15 million standard cu-
bic feet of gas per day,
OGDC said in a state-
ment. The well flowed
through a 32/64-inch
chokeat awellhead pres-
sure of 3,010 pounds per
square inch gauge, con-
firming the commercial
viability of the discov-
ery. The latest find marks
OGDC’s third discovery
in just one month in the
same region. Together,
the three discoveries are
producing 9,480 barrels
of oil per day, account-
ing for about 14.5% of
Pakistan’s current do-

eries in the Kingriali and
Datta formations.
OGDC operates the
Nashpa Exploration Li-
cense with a 65% work-
ing interest, while Paki-
stan Petroleum Limited
and Government Hold-
ings Private Limited are
joint venture partners.
The company said the
discoveries would have
positive implications for
Pakistan’s national en-
ergy security. The con-
tinued success of explo-
ration in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa comes as
OGDC seeks to tap
Pakistan’s tight and
shale gas resources,

mestic crude oil produc-
tion. Officials said the
output is expected to
help narrow the energy
supply-demand gap and
reduce reliance on ex-
pensive oil imports.

The Baragzai X-01
well was spudded on
December 30, 2024, as
part of OGDC’s broader
effort to assess the hy-
drocarbon potential of
multiple formations in
the Nashpa Block. These
include  Lockhart,
Hangu, Lumshiwal,
Samana Suk, Shinawari,
Dattaand Kingriali, with
carlier evaluations al-
ready leading to discov-

long seen as an under-
developed domestic en-
ergy source. The com-
pany plans to accelerate
shale gas exploration in
2026-27, starting with a
five- to six-well
programme that could
eventually expand to
hundreds, or even more
than 1,000, wells across
the country. Officials
said the new discover-
ies come at a critical time
as Pakistan struggles
with persistent energy
shortages, and in-
creased local production
could offer some relief
to the country’s energy
supply crisis.

"| (FDI) plunged by 43

Forelgn dlrect inve: tment plunges 43pc

NEWS DESK: For- any escalation involv- Heightened re-
eign direct investment ing Iran could disrupt gional tensions weigh
Pakistan’s trade flows on investor sentiment
and further undermine The subdued in-
investor confidence.  vestment climate has
China remained also been reflected in
the largest contributor, the government’s in-
investing $423m dur- ability to attract for-
ing the six-month pe- eign buyers for Paki-
riod, followed by stan International Air-
Hong Kong with lines.
$164m. Officials have re-
Together, the two  cently expressed opti-
accounted for 73pc, or  mism about potential
$587m, of total FDI. exports of locally pro-
Other notable inflows duced fighter jets to
at $457.3m, resulting came from the United ease external liabilities,
in a net outflow of Arab Emirates though no firm agree-
$135m. Market ob- ($112m) and Switzer- ments have yet been
servers warned that land ($107m). finalised.

including tensions with
Iran, the brief conflict
with India, and the
broader Iran-Isracl
and US-Iran stand-off,
which have made in-
vestors more cau-
tious.

The fragile senti-
ment was particularly
evident in December,
when net FDI turned
negative. While in-
flows amounted to
$322.5m during the
month, outflows stood

per cent during the first
half of the current fis-
cal year, dcming the
government’s hopes
of attracting overseas
capital amid growing
regional uncertainty.

Data for July-De-
cember FY26 shows
total FDI at $808 mil-
lion, down from
$1.425 billion in the
corresponding period
last year.

Analysts attribute
the sharp fall to height-
ened geopolitical risks,
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Shoaib Malik announces retirement from HBL PSL

NEWS DESK
Shoaib Malik has an-
nounced his retire-
ment from the Paki-
stan Super League
(PSL), bringing an end
to a playing journey
that has run uninter-
rupted since the
tournament’s incep-
tionin 2016.

The  decision
comes ahead of the
landmark PSL season
11, marking the close
of a decade-long as-
sociation between one
of Pakistan’s most en-
during cricketers and
its flagship T20
league.

| -
Malik confirmed day. However, my ture, representing four
the news via his social passion and motiva- franchises during his
media platforms, re- tion to serve for the career — Karachi
flecting on the memo- betterment of cricket Kings, Multan Sultans,
ries and relationships will always stay. Peshawar Zalmi and
built over ten seasons Thank you PSL.” Quetta Gladiators.
of the PSL. Few players have His final appear-
“I cherish every been as consistent a ance came for Quetta
single moment and presence in the league ~ Gladiators in PSL 10,
friendship I have as Malik. From the closing the loop on a
made on and off the ecarly days when the carcer defined by
field throughout my 10 PSL was played in the adaptability and lon-
years of the Pakistan UAEto its growthinto gevity.
Super League as a a fully home-based Statistically, Malik
player,” Malik wrote. tournament, Malik re- departs as one of the

ers in PSL history. He
is the fourth-highest
run-scorer in the
league, having
amassed 2,350 runs in
92 matches at an im-
pressive average of
33.09.

Often deployed in
the middle order, Malik
was valued for his abil-
ity to control innings,
finish games and pro-
vide balance with his
part-time offspin. He

“It’s time to call it a

mained a regular fea-

most prolific perform-  also claimed 17 wick-

ets in the tournament,
underlining his all-
round contribution.

Beyond the PSL,
Malik’s broader T20
record further
contextualises his im-
pact. He is the sixth-
highest run-scorer in
T20 cricket overall,
with 13,571 runs, in-
cluding 83 half-centu-
ries, at a strike rate of

27.24 — numbers
that speak to both du-
rability and consis-
tency across leagues
worldwide.

While Malik’s
playing days in the
PSL are over, his
statement suggests
this is not a farewell to
cricket altogether.

As the league en-
ters a new era with
expansion and struc-
tural changes, it does
so without one of its
most familiar figures
— a player whose ex-
perience helped bndgz,
generations  and
whose influence ex-
tended well beyond
the scorecard.

Faheem continues legacy of excellence

NEWS DESK: Faheem
Khan, a proud member
of Pakistan’s renowned
squash family, contin-
ues to uphold the
nation’s rich sporting
legacy through his re-
markable contributions
as both a player and a
coach. Having repre-
sented Pakistan interna-
tionally as a player,
Faheem Khan has now
spent more than 25 years
representing the Paki-
stani flag across the
world as an elite squash
coach, developing cham-
pions and inspiring
young talent globally.
Currently serving
as Head Squash Coach
at Life Time King of
Prussia, Pennsylvania,
USA, Faheem Khan re-
cently led his students
to an outstanding and
historic performance at
the U.S. National Cham-
pionships — JCT#4. Un-
der his expert guidance,
Life Time King of Prussia
athletes achieved two
national championship
titles, marking a proud
moment for the club and
the squash community.
Armaan Ibrahim
Burhan captured the
Boys Under-15 National
(,hamp)on;hlp, deliver-

ing a dominant perfor-
mance throughout the
tournament. Armaan’s
parents, both doctors
originally from Lahore,
Pakistan, have been
settled in the United
States for over 20 years
and expressed immense
pride in their son’s
achievement under
Faheem Khan’s
mentorship. In another
remarkable success, Wil-
liam Liu claimed the
Boys Under-11 National
Championship, further
highlighting  the
strength of Faheem
Khan’s junior develop-
‘ment program.

Adding to these
achievements, Zephyr
Wang, another student
of Faheem Khan, earned
2nd place at the presti-
gious U.S. Junior Open

Asif storms into national
snooker semis

NEWS DES

Mohammad Asif de-
throned defending
champion  Shahid
Aftab in a last-16
thriller before power-
ing into the semi-finals
on aday of high drama
that saw the title race
blown wide open at
the National Snooker
Championship here at
the NBP Sports Com-
plex on Monday.

The three-time
world champion Asif
first staged a brilliant
comeback to oust the
title-holder Shahid 5-4
in a nail-biting
prequarter-final. Trail-

consecutive frames,
scaling the decider
with a match-clinching
66 break.

Carrying that mo-
mentum into the

then dispatched sec-
ond seed Mohammad
Sajjad 5-2 in the quar-
ter-finals. After trad-
ing the opening
frames, Asif took con-
trol, crafting a decisive
106 break in the fifth
frame to secure his
semi-final berth.
Joining him in the
final four is former na-
tional champion Asjad
Igbal, who produced

evening session, Asif Ramzan 5-0 ina stun- own after dropping the

formance of the day. break in vain.

After a straight- Earlier, Mubashi
forward 5-1 last-16 ended the run of young|
win, Asjad white- prodigy Hasnain|
washed 2022 world Akhtar 5-3, rallying|
champion  Ahsan witha 101 break of his

ning quarter-final dis- first frame.
play, never allowing The day claimed|
his young opponent a other top seeds. Be-|
foothold. sides Shahid and|
The other semi-fi-  Ahsan, sixth seed|
nal will see Rana Irfan  Sohail Shehzad and
take on Mubashir ecighth seed A. Sattar|
Raza. also fell in the|
Irfan survived a prequarter-finals.
brutal battle, edging Asjad faces Irfan
out Awaisullah Munir  in the firstsemi-final on|
5-4 in a quarter-final Tuesday , followed by|
whcrc the 2024 Asian the clash between the
champion resurgent Asif and|

ing4-2, Asifwon three  the most dominant per- Awalsullah fireda 101 Mubashir.

Three Premier League talking points

NEWS DESK: Arsenal concerned. "trust from everyone",
extended their lead at the "We weren't clinical but the Tottenham
top of the Premier enoughin front of goal. manager's faith may
League as title rivals There is a long way to prove misguided.
Manchester City and go. We know that we've Reports on Sunday
Aston Villaslipped up.  been very consistent said that Tottenham's hi-
Tottenham boss and we'll continue to do  erarchy had met to dis-
Thomas Frank could be cuss Frank's future in the
facing the sack after an- City, in second aftermath of Saturday's
other dismal loss, while place following four dismal 2-1 home defeat
Liverpool's >pluuermg league games without a  against struggling West
form continued. win, are also seven Ham. Tottenham's third
AFP Sport looks at  points behind the lead- successive defeat and
three talking points from ers after losing to eighth loss in 14 matches
the weekend's action: United in Michael left them languishing in
Arsenal retain upper Carrick's first game as 14th place. Already out
hand As Arsenal di- boss. "We dropped of both domestic cups,
gested their 0-0 draw at many points in the last the north Londoners are
Nottingham Forest on games but we are going in crisis just months af-
Saturday, the over- to fight until the end," ter Frank was hired to
riding emotion was frus-  City midfielder Rodri replace the sacked Ange
id.

tration at failing to take said. Postecoglou. The
full advantage of Frank onthe brink  former Brentford boss
Manchester City's 2-0 Barraged by calls has irritated

pushed him to the brink.
Tottenham captain
Cristian Romero called
for unity after giving an
acerbic verdict on the
turmoil. "It is difficult
and also a disaster mo-
ment for us, but espe-
cially in this moment, we
need silence. Back in
training, work hard ev-
ery day and stay to-
gether," he said.
Van Dijk ready for
Liverpool summit
Virgil van Dijk plans
to hold a players' meet-
ing on Monday to ad-
dress the issues that
threaten to derail
Liverpool’s bid for Cham-
pions League qualifica-
uon Van Dijk was angry
it the i which

Tjen first 1

NEWS DESK:
Janice Tjen called it
"special” after she
pulled off an upset to
become the first Indo-
nesian to win a match
at the Australian
Open in 28 years on
Tuesday.

Unseeded Tjen
stunned Canadian
22nd seed Leylah
Fernandez 6-2, 7-6 (7/
1) to surge into the
second round in
Melbourne and add to
her growing list of
milestones.

Tjen, who this
time last year was
ranked 413 but is now
the world number 59,
is the first Indonesian
to win a match at the
major since Yayuk
Basukiin 1998.

"I'm very happy to
be a part of history
and be able to get a
win here for Indone-
sia," said the 23-year-
old.

"It was special,
especially being able
to do it in front of my
family here and there
were a lot of Indone-
sians, and my close
friends are also here."

Asked by AFP
how her life had
changed off court

since a breakthrough
2025, she said: "I get
recognised a little bit
here and there and I
think it's nice, it's a nice
feeling to be
recognised."

In front of the vo-
cal Indonesia fans Tjen
made a lightning start,
sealing the first set in
36 minutes to leave
her higher-ranked op-
ponent from Canada
reeling. Tjen seized an
carly break in the sec-
ondsetto put2021 US
Open runner-up
Fernandez immedi-
ately on the back foot.
The fourth game
of the second set
threatened to be piv-
otal, Tjen digging her-

o A
selfout ofa hole on her

own serve to hold and
g0 3-1up.

The 23-year-old
Fernandez ~ fought
back, reeling off three
games in a row to turn
the tide.

The battling duo
headed into a ticbreak,
where Tjen powered
into a 3-0 lead and
never looked back, let-
ting out a mighty roar
when victory was
confirmed. Tjen's ca-
reer took off in 2025.

She pulled off an-
other surprise in up-
setting Russian 24th
seed Veronika
Kudermetova as a
qualifier at the US
Open.

Squash Championships,
one of the most competi-
tive junior squash
events in the world.
ver the years,
Faheem Khan has pro-
duced numerous na-
tional and international-
level players, many of
whom have gone on to
achieve success on ma-
jor stages. His dedica-
tion, discipline, and pa:
sion for the sport con-
tinue to shape future
champions while keep-
ing Pakistan’s squash
heritage alive abroad.

The squash com-
munity takes immense
pride in Faheem Khan’s
achievements. Through
his tireless efforts and
commitment, he conti;
ues to represent Paki-
stan with honor, keeping
the green.

In New York she
was the first Indone-
sian to play in the main
singles draw of a
Grand Slam since
2004. The Jakarta na-
tive lifted the title in
Chennai last year --
the first Indonesian to
win a WTA Tour
singles crown since
2002. Reflecting on
the  support in
Melbourne of Indone-
sia fans waving their
red and white flag and
chanting, Tjen said:
"It's something special
and feels a little bit like
home.

"Knowing that a
lot of Indonesians
came out to support
me today means a lot."

Sinner into Melbourne round two

NEWS DESK: Jannik
Sinner strolled into the
second round of the
Australian Open on
Tuesday when his oppo-
nent retired with the two-
time defending cham-
pion in full control.

The Italian second
seed led 6-2, 6-1 when
France's Hugo Gaston
called it quits with an
apparent injury after 68
minutes on Rod Laver
Arena.

Sinner faces Aus-
tralian qualifier James
Duckworth or Dino
Prizmic of Croatia next.

"I saw that he was
not serving at pace. It's
not the way you want to
win the mateh, but he's
such a talented player,"
said Sinner.

"So I knew from the
beginning that I had to
play a very high level
and was trying to be as

defeat at Manchester for acking from fu-  supporters with his pro-
United earlier in the af- rious fans, Thomas saic tactics and their
ternoon. But just 24 Frank insisted he feels miserable results have
hours later, Mikel
Arteta's side were feel-
ing a lot more upbeat
about their title charge
thanks to Aston Villa's
surprise 1-0 home loss
against Everton.
Third-placed Villa
could have closed to
within four points of Ar-
senal with a victory but
instead they sit seven
points adrift. Successive
goalless stalemates
against Liverpool and
Forest in the league
have underlined
Arsenal's occasional
Achilles heel in attack.
But Gunners winger
Noni Madueke is not

nllowed lowly Burnley to
equalise in the 1-1 draw
at Anfield on Saturday.

as possible,
which I've done.

"I'm very happy to
be back here, it’s a very
special place for me."

Sinner had made a
sticky start, falling 40-0
down on his serve in the
first game of the match,
before rattling off three
aces to hold.

It was about the
only blip as the 24-year-
old quickly found his
devastating range to as-
sert his authority over
the 93rd-ranked French-
man.

Sinner, who com-
fortably  defeated
Alexander Zverev in the
final 12 months ago,
raced to the first set in
37 minutes.

The 25-year-old

Gaston had brief treat-
ment between sets from
the trainer and when
they resumed Sinner
tightened his grip on the
contest.

Sinner romped

through the second set
and Gaston shook
hands.
Should he win three
titles in a row in
Melbourne,  Sinner
would join Novak
Djokovic as the only
men in the Open era to
do so. Bencic makes
light work of Boulter
In-form Belinda
Bencic swatted aside an
erratic Katie Boulter for
the loss of five games
on Tuesday to fire a
warning shot at the Aus-
tralian Open. Tenth seed
Belinda Bencic swatted
aside Britain's Katie
Boulter at the Australian
pen. Switzerland's
Bencic, back in the top
10 for the first time since
having a baby, was em-
phatic in winning the

first set 6-0 in just 26
minutes on Margaret
Court Arena.

The Briton made her
work harder in the sec-
ond set before the 10th
seed came home 7-5.

The 28-year-old
Bencic arrived in
Melbourne on the back
of winning all five
singles matches at the
‘mixed teams United Cup,
including victories over
world number two Iga
Swiatek and seventh-
ranked Jasmine Paolini.

It earned Bencic the
event's most valuable
player award and pro-
pelled her inside the
world's top 10, some-
where she has not been
since giving birth to
daughter Bella in April
2024. "It helped so much
tostart the season well,"
she said. "I feel so com-

fortable here in Austra-
lia. The energy is great.

"I'm really trying to
play the Australian Open
for Team Switzerland,"

she added, referencing
the vibe she felt playing
for her country at the
United Cup.

Bencic broke
Boulter immediately and
consolidated to love be-

fore breaking again to
take firm control at the
onset. An out-of-sorts
Boulter won just four
points across the open-
ing three games and it
didn't get any better,
with Bencic racing
through the opening set.

Boulter, with fiance
Alex De Minaur watch:
ing courtside, was a dif-
ferent player in the sec
ond set, finally finding
some traction to hold
serve in the opening
game. Broken again in
game seven, Boulter
bounced back immedi-
ately to make a match of
it. But Bencic kept com-
ing and ultimately was
Jjust too good.

Bencic was ranked
421 at the start of the
2025 season.
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'Content to die': Afghanistan's hunger crisis worsens amid severe winters, aid reductions

NEWS DESK: Inthe dull
clow of a single bulb
Tighting their tent on the
outskirts of Kabul,
Samiullah and his wife
Bibi Rehana sit down to
dry bread and tea, their
only meal of the day, ac-
companied by their five
children and three-
month-old grandchild.
"We have reached a
point where we
tent with death," sa
year-old Samiullah,
Whose family, including
two older sons aged 18
and 20 and their wives,
is among the millions
deported
neighbouring Iran and
Pakistan in the past year.
"Day by day, things
are getting worse," he
added, after their return
to a war-torn nation
where the United Na-
tions' World Food
Programme estimates 17
million battle acute hun-
ger after massive cuts in
international aid.
"Whatever hap-
pens to us has hap-
pened, but at least our
children's lives should
be better." He was one
of the returned Afghans
speaking before protests
in Iran sparked a ma
crackdown by the cleri-

cal establishment, killing
more than 2,000 in ensu-
ing violence. Samiullah

id his family went vir-

a
tually overnight from its

modest home in Iran to
their makeshift tent, par-
tially propped up by
rocks and rubble, after a
raid by Iranian authori-

ties led to their arrests
and then deportation.
They salvaged a few be-
longings but were not
able to carry out all their

savings, which would
have carried them
through the winter,
Samiullah  added.
Reuters was unable to

a
reach authorities in Iran
for comment. "Migrants
who are newly returning
to the country receive
assistance as much as

possible," said Afghan
administration spokes-
‘man Zabiullah Mujahid,
in areas from transport
to housing, healthcare
and food. It was impos-
sible to eradicate pov-
erty quickly in a country
that suffered 40 years of
conflict and the loss of
all its revenue and re-
sources, he added in a
statement, despite an ex-
tensive rebuilding effort.

Economic
programmes take time

o not have an im-
mediate impact on
people’s lives."

The WEP says Iran
and Pakistan have ex-
pelled more than 2.5 mil-
lion Afghans in massive
repatriation programs.

Tehran ramped up
deportations last year
amid a flurry of accusa-
tions that they were spy-
ing for Isracl. Authori-
ties blamed the expul-
sions on concerns about
security and resources.

Islamabad acceler-
ated deportations amid
accusations that the
Taliban was harbouring
‘militants responsible for
cross-border attacks on
Pakistani soil, allega-
tions Afghanistan has
denied. As winter

spreads across
Afghanistan's arid land-
scape, work opportuni-
ties have dried up, while
the wave of returning
Afghans has swelled
the population by a
tenth, said John Aylieff,
the WFP's country di-
rector. "Many of ihese
Afghans were working
in Iran and Pakistan, and
they were sending back
remittances," he told
Reuters, adding that 3
million more people now
face acute hunger.
"Those remittances
were a lifeline for Af-
ghanistan." Cuts to glo-
bal programmes since
U.S. President Donald
Trump returned to the
White House have
sapped the resources of
organisations such as
the WFP, while other
donor countries have
also scaled back, putting
millions at risk world-
wide. "Last year was the
biggest malnutrition
surge ever recorded in
Afghanistan, and sadly,
the prediction is that il‘s
going to get worse,"
added Aylieff, estimat-
ing that 200,000 more
children would suffer
acute malnutrition in
2026.
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‘Take a deep breath’: US Treasury Secretary
Bessent brushes off ‘hysteria’ over Greenland

NEWS DESK: US
Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent ex-
pressed confidence on
Tuesday that the
United States and Eu-
ropean  countries
would find a solution
over the Us
administration’s aim to
take over Greenland,
brushing off “hysteria”
about a possible trade
war.

US  President
Donald Trump an-
nounced tariffs on Sat-
urday on imports from
European allies that
oppose the United
States taking over
Greenland, an autono-
mous part of Den-
mark.

European coun-
tries say new tariffs
would violate a trade
deal reached with
Trump last year, and
EU leaders are set to
discuss possible retali-
ation at an emergency
summit in Brussels on
Thursday.

One option is a
package of tariffs on
93 billion euros ($108
billion) of US imports
that could automati-
cally kick in on Febru-
ary 6 after a six-month
suspensmn

sent said the
issue md only recently
emerged and a solution
would be found that
ensures national secu-

rity for the United
States and Europe.
“It’s been 48
hours. As I said, sit
back, relax,” Bessent
told reporters on the
sidelines of the World
Economic Forum an-
nual meeting  in
Davos, Switzerland.
“I am confident
that the leaders will
not escalate and that
this will work out in a
manner that ends up in
a very good place for
all.”

Asked about the
prospect of a pro-
longed trade war be-
tween the United
States and Europe,
Bessent replied:
“Why are we jumping
there? Why are you
taking it to the worst
case?... Calm down
the hysteria. Take a

deep breath.”
Trump has re-
peatedly insisted he
will settle for nothing
less than ownership of
Greenland. Leaders of
both Denmark and
Greenland have said
the island is not for
sale and does not want
to be part of the
United States.
Bessent dis-
missed the possibility
that the EU would for
the first time tap its
Anti-Coercion Instru-
ment, a powerful
trade measure which
could limit US ag
to public tenders, in-
vestments or banking
activity, or restrict
trade in services.
“Well, having
worked with the Eu-
ropeans, my guess is
their next move will be

to form a working
group, the dreaded
“European working
group’,” Bessent said
in an interview with
CNBC.

“We’ve seen a lot
of working groups.”

In his carlier
briefi ng. Bessent also
e market

spu,uldtlon that Euro-
pean governments
might sell US Treasury
bonds they own as re-
serves, making it
more expensive for
the US government to
finance itself.

“(US government
debt) is the most lig-
uid market, it is the
basis for all financial
transactions and I am
sure that the European
governments will con-
tinue holding it,”
Bessent said.

Iran says internet to return ‘gradually’

NEWS DESK: Internet
access in_Iran will
“gradually” return to
normal this week, a se-
nior official said on
Monday, as the govern-
ment faces international
fallout from an 11-day
communications black-
out imposed during

after 11-day blackout

out_earlier this month
amid huge demonstra-
tions triggered by anger
over economic hardship.

Limited internet ac-
cess briefly returned on
Sunday for some foreign
websites such as
Google, but opening
links from search results

Abbas Araghchi
had been scheduled to
speak on Tuesday dur-
ing the annual gathering
of the global elite at the
upscale Swiss ski resort
town.

But activists have
been calling on the
World Economic Forum

deadly anti-government
protests.

The announcement
came the same day
organisers of the World
Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland,
confirmed the Iranian
foreign minister would
not attend the summit
because it would not be
“right” following the re-
cent crackdown.

i the

remained i as
of Monday.

The shutdown be-
gan on Jan 8. Norway-
based Iran Human
Rights said it has veri-
fied the deaths of 3,428
protesters killed by se-
curity forces, confirming
cases through sources
within the Islamic
Republic’s health and
medical system, wn-
nesses and i

United Nations issued a
report condemning
Tehran for using execu-
tions as a “tool of state
intimidation”.

“The internet will
gradually return to nor-
mal opcrauon; this
week,” Hossein Afshin,
Iran’s vice president for
science, technology and
the knowledge
economy, said on Mon-
day on state television.

The government
imposed a nationwide

ications black-

sources.
The NGO warned

the true toll is likely far
higher. The media cannot
independently confirm
the figure, and Iranian
officials have not pro-
vided an exact death toll.
Iran’s foreign minis-

ter will not be attending
the Davos su--mmit in
Switzerland this we--ek,
the organisers said,
slrcssing it would not be
“right” after the recent
deadly crackdown on

organisers to disinvite
him amid what rights
groups have called a
“massacre” in his coun-
try. “The Iranian Foreign
Minister will not be at-
tending Davos,” the
World Economic Forum
said on X.

“Although he was
invited last fall, the tragic
loss of lives of civilians
in Iran over the past few
weeks means that it is
not right for the Iranian
government to be repre-
sented at Davos this
year,” it added.

Iran appears to be
using executions “as a
tool of state intimida-
tion”, the United Nations
said on Monday, as it de-
nounced a jump in capi-
tal punishment globally
in 2025. The Islamic re-
public reportedly ex-
ecuted 1,500 people last
year, UN rights chief
Volker Turk said in a

“The scale

and pace of executions
suggest a systematic
use of capital punish-
ment as a tool of state
intimidation, with dis-
proportionate impact on
ethnic minorities and
migrants,” he warned.

The spike in execu-
tions in Iran — which
according to rights
groups is the world’s
most prolific executioner
after China ad con-
tributed to “an alarming
increase” in the use of
capital punishment
worldwide last year,
Turk said.

While the overall
global trend continues
to move towards univer-
sal abolition of the
death penalty, Iran and
ahandful of other states
such as Saudi Arabia
and the United States
saw executions surge.

“Many of those ex-
ecutions were “for of-
fences not meeting ‘he

‘most serious crimes’
threshold required un-
der international law,”
Turk said, also criticising
“the continued execu-
tion of people convicted
of crimes committed as
children, as well as per-
sistent secrecy around

protesters in Iran.

exel

Australia’s parliament backs sweeping gun,
anti-hate reforms after Bondi attack

NEWS DES
Australia’s lower house
of parliament has passed
new laws for a national
gun buyback, tighter

d checks for

United State (US) invites Russia, Israel,
Poland to Gaza ‘Board of Peace

NEWS DESK: The
‘White House on Mon-
day extended invitations
to leaders from Russia,
Poland and Israel to join
a so-called “Board of
Peace” which aims to
address global conflicts
and manage governance
and reconstruction ef-
forts in Gaza.

While others weigh
participation, Central
Asian leaders moved
quickly to accept. The
press secretaries of
Kazakhstan President
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
and Uzbekistan Presi-
dent Shavkat
Mirziyoyev confirmed
their leaders’ readiness
to join the board.

Both leaders have
been courted by Trump,
who invited them to the
G20 summit in Miami.

Meanwhile, the
Kremlin said on Monday
that Russian President
Vladimir Putin received
an invitation to join the
board, which would be
chaired by Trump.

“President Putin
also received an invita-

tion to ]om this Board of  al
Peace,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov told

clarify all the nuanees
of the offer with Wash-
ington but did not

specify if Putin was in-
clined to join.

Last October, Putin
praised Trump’s efforts,
noting that “he’s really
doing a lot to resolve
these complex crises”.

Additionally, Israel
has received an invita-
tion, though it is unclear
whether it has been ac-
cepted.

Furthermore, Polish
president’s foreign
policy adviser said that
President Karol
Nawrocki of Poland has

Iso been extended an
invitation.

As  Washington
canvasses for partici-
pants, Britain signalled
its willingness to play a
role. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said Monday

that the UK was in dis-
cussions with alli
the terms of the i
tive.

tia-

Speaking at a press
conference, Starmer in-
dicated Britain is ready
to assist in the second
phase of the ceasefire in
Gaza, particularly re-
garding the US-led
board.

However, the initia-
tive faces significant in-
ternal headwinds within
Israel. Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich on
Monday urged Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to shut
down the US-led Civil
Military Coor-dination
Centre (CMCC) estab-
lished last October to
support the peace plan.

“The time has come
to dismantle the head—
quarters in Kiryat G
Smotrich said in remarks
distributed by his office,
referring to the facility
where international per-
sonnel work on post-war
planning.

Smotrich, a far-right
cabinet member, argued
that Britain, Egypt and
other nations “hostile to
Israel” should be re-
moved from the coordi-
nation centre.

“Mr Prime Minister,
it’s either us or them,”
Smotrich said. “Either

full Israeli control, the
destruction of Hamas,
and the continued long-
term suppression of ter-

rorism ... or permanent
Israeli settlement.”

gun licences and a
crackdown on hate
crimes, in response to
the country's worst
mass shooting in de-
cades at a Jewish festi-
val last month.

Twobills for stricter
gun control and anti-
hate measures passed
on Tuesday by the
House of Representa-
tives in a special parlia-
‘ment session will now go
to the upper house Sen-
ate, for debate.

The gun control
laws are expected to pass
with the support of the
Greens party despite
opposition from the con-
servative Liberal-Na-
tional coalition. The anti-
hate laws are likely to
pass with support from
the Liberal Party.

Introducing the gun
reforms, Home Affairs
Minister Tony Burke
said individuals with
"hate in their hearts and
uns in their hands" car-
ried out the December 14
attack at Bondi Beach
thatkilled 15 people.

"The tragic events
at Bondi demand a com-
prehensive response
from  government,"
Burke added. "As a gov-
emment, we must do ev-
erything we can to
counter both the motiva-
tion and the method."

Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese recalled
parliament early from its
summer break for this
week's special two-day

session to toughen
curbs after the shooting
shocked the nation and
prompted calls for more
action on gun control
and antisemitism.

The proposed gun
control measures enable
the largest national
buyback scheme since a
similar campaign after a

ssacre in
Tasmania's Port Arthur,
in which a lone gunman
killed 35 people. They
also toughen back-
ground checks
arm licences
Australian states, mak-
ing use of information
from the Australian Se-
curity Intelligence
Organisation. Australia
had a record 4.1 million
firearms last year, the
government said on
Sunday, with more than
1.1 million of those in
New South Wales, its
most populous state and
the site of the Bondi at-
ick. "The sheer number
of firearms currently cir-
culating within the Aus-
tralian community is un-
" Burke

sustainable,

aid.

The bill passed by a
vote of 96 to 45 without
the support of the coali-
tion. "This bill reveals
the contempt the gov-
ernment has for the mil-
lion gun owners of Aus-
tralia," said Shadow At-
torney-General Andrew
Wallace of the Liberals.
"The prime minister has
failed to recognise that
guns are tools of trade
for so many Austra-
lians." A second bill
steps up penalties for
hate crimes, such as jail
terms up to 12 years
when areligious official
or preacher is involved,
and allows bans on
groups deemed to
spread hate. The bill,
which also provides new
powers to cancel or
refuse visas for those
who spread hate, passed
the lower house 116 to
7, with support from Lib-
eral party lawmakers,
while the National party,
their coalition partners,
abstained. "This bill tar-
gets those who support
violence, in particular

violence targeted at a
person because of their
immutable attributes,"
said Attorney-General
Michelle Rowland.
Such conduct was
not only criminal but
sowed the seed of ex-
tremism leading to ter-
rorism, she added. Police
say the alleged Bondi
gunmen were inspir
by the Islamic State mil
tant group. The me
sures were originally
planned for a single bill,
but backlash from both
the coalition and the
Greens forced the gov-
ernment to split the
package and drop pro-
visions for an offence of
racial vilification. In its
own reforms, New
South Wales limits indi-
viduals to possession of
four guns, and beefs up
lhc power of police to

protests during
designated terrorist at-
tacks. State police have
extended by two weeks
in some areas the pro-
test curbs enforced in
Sydney late in Decem-
ber.




