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As global concern over the hu-
‘manitarian crisis in Gaza contin-
ues to grow, the proposed Board
of Peace (BoP) is emerging as a
serious international effort to
push for a lasting political solu-
tion. Backed by several influen-
tial countries, including many
Muslim nations such as Tiirkiye
and the UAE,

the initiative aims to bring collec-
tive pressure and diplomacy to
end the violence and restore sta-
bility in the region.

At its core, the Board of
Peace seeks a resolution to the
Gaza crisis in line with United
Nations Security Council resolu-
tions.

Its goals include an immedi-
ate and permanent ceasefire, the
reconstruction of Gaza, and long-

Board of Peace: Why Pakistan’s Role Matters

for Gaza and Regional Peace

term peace that guarantees the
rights of the Palestinian people,
including statehood and the right
to self-determination. Regional
security and stability remain cen-
tral to this vision.

Why Pakistan’s
Participation Is
Important

Pakistan’s possible inclusion
in the Board of Peace is being
widely viewed as both historic
and necessary.

Diplomats and analysts see
it as recognition of Pakistan’s
growing diplomatic weight and
moral standing in global affairs,
particularly at a time when the
world is deeply polarized and
conflict-driven.

Unlike many countries, Paki-
stan does not follow rigid bloc
politics. It maintains balanced re-

lations with major global powers,
including the United States,
China, and Russia, while preserv-
ing strategic autonomy.

This unique positionin,
gives Pakistan the ability to act
as a bridge for dialogue in an in-
creasingly divided world.

Pakistan’s foreign policy has
also remained consistent on key
issues. Its stance on Palestine is
clear and unchanged: support for
an independent Palestinian state
based on pre-1967 borders, with
Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital,
in accordance with UN resolu-
tions. Similarly, Pakistan contin-
ues to advocate for the peaceful
resolution of the Kashmir dispute
through a fair and impartial plebi-
scite.

This principled approach
strengthens Pakistan’s credibility
in peace-building initiatives like
the Board of Peace.

From Neutrality
to Meaningful
Engagement

In today’s rapidly shifting
geopolitical environment, many
experts argue that staying on the
sidelines is no longer a neutral
choice. For a leading country of
the Muslim world with proven
diplomatic and military capacity,
active engagement is ‘seen as a
responsibility. Pakistan’s long
and respected contribution to UN
peacekeeping missions reflects its
commitment to peace through ac-
tion, not just statements.Some
voices have attempted to draw
comparisons between the Board
of Peace and other international
security frameworks. However,
officials have clarified that
Pakistan’s approach to global en-
gagements is guided strictly by

national interest, UN mandates,
and public consensus. Any such
comparisons, they argue, are mis-
placed.

A Strategic and

Police arrest leaders
as govt employees’
protest intensifies

in Quetta

QUETTA:

Tensions in Quetta escalated
on Wednesday as police con-
tinued a crackdown on govern-
ment employees on the second
day of protests led by the
Balochistan Grand Alliance,
resulting in the arrest of sev-
eral leaders and dozens of em-
ployees.

Among those arrested
were Grand Alliance head Pro-
fessor Abdul Quddus Kakar,
Dr  Muhammad Akram
‘Wardag, Khadim Bugti, Haji
Yunus Kakar, Qaim Khan
Kakar, Rahmatullah Zehri, and
members of the alliance’s
organising and core commit-
tees, along with a large num-
ber of government employees.

Clashes broke out at
Manan Chowk, where protest-
ers and police faced off in a
tense standoff. A significant
number of female employees
were also present. Sources
said government employees
gathered at the site strongly
resisted the arrests.

Police attempted to dis-
perse the protesters using ba-
ton charges and other mea-
sures, leaving several people
injured. The protest is centred
on the non-payment of the Dis-
parity Reduction Allowance,
demands for equal pay, and
other long-standing griev-
ances.

The Grand Alliance had
carlier announced a “jail
bharo” movement, a pen-down
strike and the closure of gov-
ernment  offices  across
Balochistan. These actions
have now intensified, with pro-
leslers accusing pollce of us-
force to sup-

oralR bility |

As global power dynamics
continue to shift, Pakistan’s role
in the Board of Peace is increas-
ingly viewed as a strategic neces-
sity rather than an option. Par-
ticipation would not only rein-
force Pakistan’s commitment to
justice and peace for the Pales-
tinian people but also underline
its broader role s a responsible
and constructive actor in ensur-
ing regional and global stability.
For Pakistan, joining the Board
of Peace is about standing on the
right side of history—using di-
plomacy, credibility, and balance
to help shape a more peaceful fu-
ture for Gaza and the wider region.

ng
press what they described as
a peaceful demonstration, in-
cluding against women em-
ployees. An eyewitness said,
“Hundreds of employees, in-
cluding women, were peace-
fully seated at Manan Chowk,
but the police suddenly
launched an operation.”
Videos from the scene
showed a highly tense situa-
tion during the arrests, as pro-
testers continued chanting slo-
gans. Grand Alliance leaders
condemned the crackdown,
calling it “a misuse of state
power by the government.”

30 bodies recovered
from single shop
following deadly
fire at Karachi’s

Gul Plaza

NEWS DESK:

In a harrowing development, at
least 30 bodies were recovered
from a gutted shop as rescuers
combed through the wreckage of
Karachi’s Gul Plaza on Wednes-

ay.
> Karachi South Deputy In-
spector General Syed Asad Raza
told Dawn that the remains of 30
humans had been recovered from
a shop called “Dubai Crockery”
located on the mezzanine floor.

He said that earlier in the day,
rescue workers had recovered
three more bodies, increasing the
toll from 28 to 31. He added that
with the discovery of the bodies
from the gutted shop, the death
toll was estimated to have risen
to6l.

However, he cautioned that
a final conclusion about the death
toll could only be reached after
receiving the DNA reports.

He said that the relatives of
those missing as well as the shop-
keepers had already indicated the
possibility of there being a large
number of people at the shop.

Raza said that as per the last
contact with the victims.

CM Balochistan, PM’s Polio Focal Person

Review Polio Eradication Strategy

News Desk:

Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, on Tuesday met
Prime Minister’s Focal Person for
Polio, Senator Ayesha Raza
Farood, to review ongoing polio
eradication efforts and discuss
measures to further strengthen
routine immunization across the
province.

The meeting was attended
by National Emergency Opera-
tions Centre (EOC) Coordinator
Anwar-ul-Haq and Provincial
EOC Coordinator Inam-ul-Hagq.
Detailed discussions were held on
enhancing the effectiveness of
polio vaccination campaigns, im-
proving coordination among con-
cerned departments, and ad-
dressing operational challenges,
particularly in remote and high-
risk districts of Balochistan.

Senator Ayesha Raza Farooq
appreciated the Government of
Balochistan for its continued
commitment to polio eradication
and child immunization. She said
that under the leadership of Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, the
province has shown improved

planning, better field coordina-
tion, and encouraging progress
in vaccination coverage.

She stressed that close co-

»
operauon between federal and
provincial authorities remains cru-
cial to achieving the shared goal
of a polio-free Pakistan.

7 0 WA

Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti reiterated that polio eradi-
cation is a top national and pro-
vincial priority.

He said the Balochistan
government is fully committed to
protecting children from prevent-
able discases through effective
vaccination drives. He added that
comprehensive measures, includ-
ing security arrangements, moni-
toring mechanisms, public aware-
ness initiatives, and health sys-
tem support, are being imple-
mented to ensure the success of
polio campaigns.

The chief minister also em-
phasized the importance of
strengthening routine immuniza-
tion to build a sustainable public
health system.

He reaffirmed that the provin-
cial government will utilize all
available resources to ensure that
every child in Balochistan has ac-
cess to life-saving vaccines and
to move decisively towards a po-
lio-free future.

Chief Secretary Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan also attended
the meeting and briefed partici-
pants on provincial initiatives,
progress in routine immunization,
inter-agency coordination, and
administrative measures support-
ing public health and polio eradi-
cation efforts.
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Balochistan High Court
Opens the Doors of Justice
Wider Than Ever Before

Editorial:
The Balochistan High
Court’s latest initiative
introducing a dedi-
cated WhatsApp num-
ber and email address
for public complaints
‘marks a meaningful shift
toward openness, ac-
cessibility, and public
empowerment within the
judicial system.

This is not just a
procedural reform it is
an invitation for citizens
to engage directly with
the justice system in
ways that were previ-
ouslydifficult, time-con-
suming, and often intimi-
dating.

For decades, ob-
taining certified copies
of court judgments was
a frustrating ordeal for
clients and even for ex-
perienced lawyers.

Long queues, pro-
cedural delays, and ad-
ministrative hurdles
made the process diffi-
cult, especially for
people from remote dis-
fricts of the province.
‘With digital communi
tion now formally inte-
grated, citizens, litigants,
and counsel will be able

to requeq and access
judgment copies far
‘more easily.

This single step re-
duces barriers that have
existed for years and
ensures that justice is
not only done but
also seen to be done.
qually important is
the ability for citizens to
file complaints directly
against lower judiciary
officials or court staff if
they face misconduct,
dc]aya, or unfair treat-
men

Many people
lacked the courage, re-
sources, or channels to
raise such concerns.

This mechanism
now provides them a
safe and accessible op-
tion, reinforcing the idea
that justice is a right, not
aprivilege.

The Balochistan
High Court deserves rec-
ognition for taking a for-
ward-looking approach
to judicial transparency.
By embracing technol-
ogy, the court has em-
powered the public,
strengthened account-
ability, and made justice
more approachable for
millions. This is a good
step — one that brings
the judiciary closer to
the people if serves.

Forced Marriage in Islam:
A Clear Violation of Women’s
Rights and Human Dignity

By Musavir
Durrani:
Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make

consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The Qur’an
Clearly Forbids
Forced Marriages.

Allah states in
Surah An-Nisa:

“0 you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”

(Qur’an 4:19)

This verse was
revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic  Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid
A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)
complaining that her
father had married her

without her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-
sent is mandatory.

Hadith  Refer-

ences: Sahih al-

Bukhari, Hadith 5138.

Sahih Muslim, Hadith
19.

=

These narrations
all confirm that the
Prophet (PBUH) al-
lowed the woman to
annul her forced mar-
riage.

One narration
even states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that fa-
thers

have no right to
force their daughters.

Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.

Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
gulde suggest, and
advise,

but they have ab-
solutely no power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they

“know what is
best,” they cannot

override the choice of

their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the
person getting mar-
ried.

S&a&emems such
as: “If you don’t
marry this one, who
will marry you?”.
“You have no
choice.” “Do it for

family honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”

These are pure
emotional manipula-
tion, and Islam does
not allow it. Emotional
or Psychological

Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-
riage is not only when

someone is physically
pressured. Even

emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or
threats

is invalid (Batil) in
Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH) an-
nulled

marriages done
without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the ground,

we bury  their
dreams on the day of|
their Nikkah.”

When a girl is
forced into a marriage,
pressured emotionally,
or told she has no
other choice, we de-

new form of burymg
women alive, and Is-
lam came to end this

injustice com-
pletely.

Forced marriage
has no place in Islam.
It is against the
Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
the

dignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but never

control or force
marriage decisions.

“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it

|| secretariat. Guided by

Withering Public Institutions

Asghar Harifal : 7 welfare the same are public sector structure
The beleaguered pub- created. The re- intoan obsolete entity.
lic offices have come sources placed at the The manpower and
under a new wave of disposal of these insti- the machine have
tutions with the aim to found no compatibility.
alleviate the issues of The only change in the
citizens, are arrogated last 75 years is that
to themselves and number of positions
have turned into a has shifted from one
bone of contention for service group to an-
members of the insti- other. Mutual bargain-
tutions. Speaking of ing among the service
personal experience groups is termed re-
of a department, with form in the system. A
district and divisional third-body assessment
level offices, it was guided only by the pub-
noted that more than lic interest has never
90% of'the correspon- taken place.
dence made with that The resistance to
office was related to change has not only
the personal affairs of left the public sector
the employees work- unworkable, the pri-
ing in that department. vate sector has over-
It is the case with ev- taken it in the market.
ery public sector insti- When private sector
tution. Their raison services are required
d’etre is service unto from the market, the
claimed by provincial self. public sector function-
secretariat employees. 1 N Element of pow- aries are found totally

few days back spheres of influence. at large. The bloated ers keep their oppo- clueless about the
Balochistan Secre- Taking a cue from the ~oversize of public de- nents at bay trend in the market.
tariat Employees As- past, the growing partments in associ The element of Resultantly, the public
sociation announced trend will bring serious  tion with their age-old powers among em- sector is uniformly
its withdrawal from a pressure on the frail calcified nature has ployees’ associations characterized by sub-
grand alliance of other institutional frame- turned themintoaself- also include larger standard quality.
employees’ associa- work adding to public serving superstructure size; the larger the The public sector
tions. The alliance was  grievances. and lost relevance to size, the more nui- has still not parted
formed to put pressure One of the phe- the common man. sance value to keep fromtherole, long per-
on the government for nomena, engendered A department cre- the opponent at bay. formed by it but is now
demands they all by growing pressure ated for the general At the provincial sec-  overtaken by the pri-
shared; which included ~ groups in the public,is public turned into a retariat with theaimto vate sector with bet-
th(. rise in pdy and al-  written writ large that service provider for cnldrgc its own size ter performance. A

broadenmg lhe turf
war. The new rallying
point is to assert the
right for the coveted
packages in wages
given to the provincial

employed by
secretariat employees
to secure bloated
wages in comparison
with the attached de-
partment, the number
of associations has
multiplied and the pre-
existing ones have coa-
lesced into a broader
alliance.

They have further
asserted to arrogate
the positions of head of
attached departments

G

and to ad- ions have expo-  empl only cades-old clerical role swap from a
dress the dlscrepan- nentially grown in size, A department cre- staﬂ positions are ex- player to a regulator
cies. while at the same time ~ated for the service of ponentially expanded has still not taken

A growing number  turned into pathetically the general public has leading to a ‘one size place. The role of
of employees adding ossified entities turned into a service fits all’ structure. De- regulator, ~ which
public grievances telling their imminent provider for their re- spite specialization in should have been

The growingnum-  fall. The eventuality spective employees. every field tuminginto taken by the public
ber of employee asso- will not only bring All the offices at dis- anorm, the publicsec- sector, is distasteful
ciations, in the name of - about suffering for all - trict, divisional or pro- tor is stuck in an age- for it.
their welfare, under- employees associated vincial levels have old — management The author is a
scores the growing with the: stitutions more affairs related to  model. The informa- former Secretary of
utility of forming pres-  but it will also add to employees than that of  tion technology devel-  Tourism Balochistan
sure groups to protract  the flight of the public the ones for whose opment has turned the Government.

Jacobabad, One of the hottest cities on earth_

Agsa Arshad the village named ing and cattle show is Si ichest a famous picnic point.
Jacobabad Districtisa Jacob  in 1952 the most favorites for provmce in natural re- Conclusion
district in the province Jacocabad is famous the visitor. source production. Summing up over
of Sindh, Pakistan. It for Victoria Clock Economic Contri- Weather Condi- all the exploring the
is located in the north Tower in remem- bution tions city Jacobabad the
of Sindh, by the pro- brance of John Jacob Endowed with Weather is a bit Government should
vincial boundary with situated in the heart of coastal access, Sindh dusty because of pol- take step towards en-
Balochistan. Its head- the city. is a major center of luted air, open drain- vironmental issues by
quarters is the town of Geographical economic activity in age, and garbage sys- banning rice and other
Jacobabad which was Conditions Pakistan and has a tem on roads which various factories open
founded by General Jacobabad  is highly diversified have a in main city region
John Jacob in 1847. noted for its consis- economyranging from direct impact on
The population of tently high tempera- heavy industry and fi- the environment after lot to air pollution.
Jacobabad District is ture recorded in Pal nance centered in and all contributing largely The District head
1,0006,297 according stan, 126 degrees around Karachi to a towaterand air pollu- should plant more
to the 2017 census. farheniet (52 degrees substantial agricultural tion open garbage on trees in the city so that
Density consumed centigrade). base along the Indus. roads adversely im- to overcome such en-
370/km2(970/sq) with The region is rich Manufacturing pacting the environ- vironmental issues
four numbers of inrice and grain culti- includes machine ment and health of Jacobabad will be an
Tehsils. 98% of the vation. products, cement, people. attractive place for
population  speak The flora of plastics, and various Polluted water visitors.

Sindhi while 3% are Jacobabad consists of other goods. Sindh is ncar canals to open The author is
native Balochi speak-  shrubs (cono, carpus) Pakistan’s most natu- roads giving breed to studying at the De-
ers. small plants not many ral gas-producing mosquitoes due to partment of Environ-

Historical Back- trees, and fauna cows, province. which malaria cases mental Sciences at
ground hens, buffalos, cam- Agriculture is very recorded a lot every Sardar Bahadur Khan
The old name of els. importantin Sindh with year in Jacobabad. Women University
Jacobabad was The traditional cotton, rice, wheat, Thevillageisnowwell Quetta. She can be

Khanghar in 1847 by functions arranged sugar cane, bananas, organized having contacted
General John Jacob everyyear inFebruary and manages as the Shaheed — Benazir aqsayl367@gma11
later on when he died in which camel fight- most important crops. Bhutto park which is .com
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January 21 Observed as
Basant Bagh Martyrs’
Day in Kashmir

NEWSDESK : ians who had gathered despite the passage of |

Leader of the Associ- at Basant Bagh for a decades, the incident
ate Youth Forum for peaceful protest. has not been sub_]ected

Concerns raised in Senate over massive tree
felllng in Islamabad

NEWS DESK:The con-
troversy surrounding
the recent massive tree
cutting in the federal
capital echoed in the
Senate on Tuesday, two
days ahead ofa meeting
of the Senate standing
committee on climate
change with the issue on
top of its agenda.
Raising a Point of
Order in the Senate, Bar-
rister Syed Ali Zafar ex-
pressed grave concern
over the large-scale cut-
ting of trees in
Islamabad, warning that
the unchecked destruc-
tion of green cover
posed a serious threat to
future generations.

ing schemes and com-
mercial interests.

Calling the situa-
tion alarming and unac-
ceptable, Barrister Zafar
demanded that the gov-
ernment come clean and
present a detailed and
transparent report be-
fore the Senate, explain-
ing who authorised the
cutting, which areas
were affected, and for
what purpose.

He stressed that
parliament must be taken
into confidence on an
issue of such critical en-
vironmental and climate
importance.

Minister for parlia-
mentary affairs Dr Tariq

He said that trees Fazal Chaudhry, in his
are the primary source of 7 - response, claimed that
oxygen, which is essen- mulberry trees were re- ). He pointed out that ~ the green texture of the
tial for life and forms part - moved while citizens say Barrister Zafar re- other varieties of trees federal capital was not
of the fundamental hu-  besides paper mulberry jected the explanation are now being felled, ~being disturbed, noting
man right toaclean and  trees of other species offered by the govern- raising serious ques- that onlypaper mulberry

Kashmir, Bilal Ahmed The demonstra- to any
Reki, has said that tors were raising con- impartial i

healthy environment.  were also cut down. In - ment that mulberry trees ~ tions about the true pur- trees had been cut,
He cautioned that addition to Shakarparian ~were being cutto address pose behind this activ- Which carried serious

continued forest. allergy-related con- ity. health hazards.

in the federal capital Trees were cut cerns, stating that mul- He stated that, He said that the

January 21 is com- cerns over human Bilal Ahmed Reki
memorated as Basant rights violations, house  said that the Kashmiri
Bagh Martyrs’ Day, a raids, arbitrary arrests, people continue to
solemn reminder of and the harassment of honor the sacrifices of]
one of the most tragic civilians.He stated the Basant Bagh mar-
incidents in the history that when the protest- tyrs and reaffirm their
of Jammu and Kash- ers moved towards resolve to pursue JIIS-
mir. Gawkadal Bridge, tice. He

would have irreversible down in H-8area during  berry trees had already upon examining satellite ~facts, which he would
consequences for cli- construction of amonu- been removed long ago imagery and Google present before the
mate resilience, air qual- ment while a large num-  and could not justi%ytﬁ maps, it was clearly vis- House, = could ~ be
ity, and public health.  ber of grown trees were current massacre of fully ~ible that once-green ar- checked through the

cently, trees were  also felled in Chak grown trees. eas of Islamabad had Goo le imagery and ar-
cut down in Shakapairan - Shahzad for the con- Standing commit- been stripped of the tree that the trees in the
area at a massive level struction of aroad fora tee on climate change cover, lending credence lady one or two years
under contesting view, housing society (with- set to take up issue to- to concerns that this could be checked
as CDA says only paper out public hearing and morrow. may be linked to hous- through it.

In a statement, he they were met with that the struggle for
recalled that on Janu- gunfire, resultinginthe ~truth, dignity, and fun-
ary 21, 1990, Indian killing of dozens of damental human rights
forces allegedly people and injuries to  will continue until the
opened fire on un- hundreds. mission of the martyrs
armed Kashmiri civil- He added that, is fulfilled.

Lahore again emerges as most
polluted city in the world

NEWS DESK:Lahore Lahore was placed ous” bracket (301+).
has again emerged as at the top of the list of Karachi ranked sixth on
the most polluted cityin most polluted cities glo- the list with an “un-
the world with its air bally on Wednesday healthy” AQI of 178 a
quality being classed as morning, with an air day carlier."Residents
“hazardous”, according ~quality index (AQI) of are advised to limit out-
toair qualnymummnng , while Karachi door activity, keep win-
platform IQAir. ranked ninth at 179, ac-  dows closed, wear masks

In past few years, cordingtothe [QAir live when outside, and use
air pollution has become  tracker.On Tuesday, the ~air purifiers indoors,”
one of the most press- platform issued an air the alert said.
ingpublic healthand en- quality alert for Pakistan Punjab authorities
vironmental crises fac- as major cities experi- have made efforts to
ing Pakistan. Various cit- enced “unhealthy” to tackle the smog in
ies of the country, most “hazardous” levels of air Lahore, including via the
notably Lahore, deal pollution, posing “seri- use of water sprinklers
with smog, especiallyin ous health risks to resi- and rapid response ini-
the winter months. The dents, especially chil- tiatives to curb stubble-
phenomenon is attrib- dren and the elderly”.  burning. However, de-
uted mainly to industrial At the time, spite claiming an im-
emissions, vehicular pol-  Lahore’s air quality index provement in the air
lution, stubble burning (AQI) had soared to 507 quality, the pollution
and air movement. ~—well into the “hazard- persists.

— i

THC asks how Imran Khan’s
X account case can proceed
without lawyer access

NEWS DESK:The “final arguments in the case was filed”. The
Islamabad High Court case will be presented court instructed the
(IHC) on Wednesday on February 24 if you state counsel to submit
questioned how pro- meet (Imran)”. a written response on
ceedings in the case  The judge then di- the matter.The defence
concerning PTI founder  rected Raja to submit a  counsel further recalled

an’s Xaccount  detailed response in  that the IHC had issued
could continue if au- court in connection with ~an order on November 4
thorities were denying the contempt petition —allowing meetings; how-
his counsel access to over the denial of meet- ever, “it has not been
o

him. ings with the PTI impiemented for two
The remarks were founder. The court also months”™.
made by Justice Arbab issued instructions to “Should I go there

Muhammad Tahir, who advocate  general today for a meeting?”
was presiding over a Islamabad to submit a the PTI leader asked,
hearing on a petition written response in the adding that the party
against the incarcerated contempt case. founder was “being kept
former premier regarding Justice Tahir was in solitary confinement”.
“inflammatory posts™ then informed by the Justice Tahir main-
made from an X account  state counsel that “a tained that an order will
operated in Imran’s larger bench was hear- be issued regarding the
name.During today’s ing cases involving meeting.“The case will
hearing, PTI leader meetings”. onlymove forward if we
Salman Akram Raja, who At this, Justice allow him (Raja)a meet-
is representing Imran in  Tahir said, “They (de- ing.” the judge said to
the case, told the court fence) are saying that the state counsel.
that he had not been able  until the meeting s held, As the hearing con-
to meet his client for how will the case pro- tinued, the court also
consultation. ceed any further?” found the response sub-
“The court has re- Raja argued that “a mitted by PTA to the pe-
ceived responses from case has been filed tition “unsatisfactory”.
Pakistan Telecommuni- against me, yet I am not “Look at what the
cation Authority (PTA) ~allowed to meet my cli- - writ petition is and what
and jail authorities,” ent,” adding that he has your response is,” Jus-
Justice Tahir said. not been able to meet tice Tahir, expressing
Addressing Raja, the incarcerated party displeasure, said to the
Justice Tahir said that founder “ever since the PTA counsel.

Water supply restored to Karachi's District West,
Keamari after new control gate 1nstalled

NEWS DESK:Water water per day for
supply to parts of Karachi, has four major
Karachi's District West components. Three are
and Keamari was re- currently under con-
stored on Wednesday struction, while work on
after the installation of a the fourth has not be-
new control gate on the gun. Although 2027 has
Hub Canal Reservoir been set as the latest
channel. deadline for water to

"The project marks reach Karachi's house-
a step toward strength- holds, internal assess-
ening and modernising ments suggest that with-
the city's water distribu- out urgency from both
tion system," said a governments, comple-
press release from the tion could drift to 2030.
spokesperson of the Despite chronic wa-
Karachi Water and Sew- ter and sewerage chal-
erage Corporation lenges that continued to
(KWSC). The develop- plague the country’s fi-

ment work was carried volved in the project. to long-term water sup- in water distribution nancial hub throughout
out on directives of  Thenewlyinstalled ply stability and rein- across different parts of 2025, KWSC claimed
KWSC Chief Executive ~ control gate is expected force Karachi's broader the city. several achievements
Officer Ahmed Ali to improve regulation water infrastructure. Karachi has been during 2025.

Siddiqui. and security of water ~Similar development ini- ~trapped in a water crisis On December 31,2

The press release flows from the Hub tiatives aimedatimprov- for nearly twenty years one-year performance
added that teams oper- Pumping Station. The ing basic civic services yet the much-awaited K- report was released, list-
ated continuously to press release noted that would continue in the 1V mega water supply ing achievements in-
ensure the project was the upgrade would lead future, the press release ~ project remains incom- cluding the rehabilita-
completed on time and to noticeable improve- ~added; plete due to delays, tion of the old Hub Ca-
with minimal disruption ments in water transmis- Siddiquiand KWSC  funding constraints, and nal after several de-
to residents. It said that sion for District West ChiefOperating Officer a lack of coordination cades, substantial
the timely completionre- and Keamari, while also  Engineer Asadullah between the federal and progress on the mega
flected the technical ex- helping curb water Khanalsonoted that the  Sindh governments. project of the new Hub
pertise and coordination  losses. primary objective of the The project, which Canal, and the installa-
of field teams, engineers It added that the project was to enhance promises an additional tion of additional pumps
and support staff in- project would contribute ~efficiency and faimess 260 million gallons of ~at keypumping stations.

NA passes bill seeking amendments to Elections
Act for secrecy of parliamentarians’ assets

NEWS DESK:The Na-
tional Assembly (NA)
passed on Wednesday
the Elections Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, seek-
ing secrecy of parlia-
mentarians’ assets,
amid opposition by the
PTL

Under Section 137
ofthe Elections Act, all
members of the NA,
Senate, and provincial
assemblies are required
to submit to the Elec-
tion Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), on or
before Dec 31 each
year, a statement of
their assets and liabili-
ties, including those of
their spouses and de-
pendent children.

Section 138 of the
Elections Act requires
the ECP to publish
these declarations in the
official gazette. !

The bill passed by case may be, his fam- striction will remain in ernance, it is it after members from
the NA today proposes ily, for a period not ex- place for not more than recognised that unre- PML-N and PTIjoined
an amendment to Sec- ceeding one year at a a year and was subject stricted or excessive hands to oppose the
tion 138 of the Elec- time and subject to the  to the submission of “a  disclosure could poten- move tabled by PPP
tions Act, seeking to condition that a com- complete and true tially compromise the legislators Shazia Marri
insert a proviso stating: plete and true statement  statement of assets and personal security and and Syed Naveed
“Provided that the ofassets and liabilities liabilities” to the ECP privacy of parliamen- Qamar.
speaker of the assem- shall be submitted con- confidentially. tarians and their fami- This time, how-
bly concerned or, as the fidentially to the Elec- The bill’s state- lies.” ever, only the PTI op-
case may be, the chair- tion Commission.” ment of objectives and Moreover, the bill posed
man of the Senate may, This means that reasons further elabo- also proposes replacing DunngtodaysNA
on an application made following the submis- rates: “The proposed the word “Supreme” session, Standing Com-
by a member for rea- sion of a written appli- amendment is to en- with “Federal Constitu- mittee on Parliamen-
sons to be recorded in cation by a parliamen- sure a balanced ap- tional” in several places tary Affairs Chairper-
writing, by aruling de- tarian, the NA speaker proach between trans- to represent the newly son Rana Iradat Sharif
livered in the chamber, or Senate chairperson parency and the pro- established Federal Khan presented the
determine that the couldbar the ECP from tection of individual Constitutional Court committee’s report on
statement of assets and  publicly publishing de- rights. under the 27th Amend-  the proposed legisla-
liabilities of that mem- tails of the assets of “While the publi- ment. tion, following which it
ber shall not be pub- that member ifit would cation of statements of In August last was taken up for con-
lished publicly by the “pose a serious threat assets and liabilities year, the NA Standing sideration by the House
commission if such to the life or safety” of serves a vital role in Committee on Parlia- and eventually passed.
publication would pose  that individual or their promoting public ac- mentary Affairs had The bill needs the
a serious threat to the family. countability, enhancing taken up the bill for dis- Senate’s assent and the
life or safety of the The amendment trust in public office, cussion but failed to president’s approval
members or, as the proposes that this re- and ensuring good gov- reach a consensus on before it becomes law.
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Better sugarcane crop expected this year: Tanveer

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister for National
Food Security Rana
Tanveer Hussain has
said a better sugarcane
crop is expected this
year, emphasizing this mate change, causing
will help stabilize the production to decline to
rices of sugar in the 5.8 million metric tons

market.

He told the National
Assembly during ques-
tion hour that last year’s
sugarcane crop was ad-
versely affected by cli-

from 6.8 million metric
tons. He said we im-
ported three hundred
thousand tons of sugar
to stabilize the prices.
he Minister for
National Food Security
assured the house that
strategic reserves of

wheat crop will be main-
tained. He stated that the
government would en-
sure wheat growers re-
ceive the support price
of thirty-five hundred
rupees per forty kilo-
gram. He said sufficient
stocks of wheat ar

available with PASSCO. Awaisi told the house
He said under the wheat
Eollcy 2025-26, there will
e no issue in the inter-
provincial movement of
wheat.
Parliamentary Sec-

Usman told the house
that the government has
decided to revive Paki-
stan Steel Mills, He said
asummary in this regard
has been moved by the
Ministry of Industries
for Industries and ~ and Production. He also
Shahid that two pro-

tocols have been signed
with a Russian company
for cooperation in the
revival, modernization
and restructuring of Pa-
kistan Steel Mills.
Parliamentary Sec-
retary for Railways
M Usman

tiated to retrieve valu-
able railway land. He
said that 781.84 acres of
Pakistan Railways land
has been retrieved from
July 2024 to June 2025.

reta
oduction

i S

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar- v
rman CPPCC, Mr. Wang Huning at the Great Hall of Pmplem Beijing

with Ch:

l
A

Aurangzeb updates
ADB chief on
Pakistan’s improving
economic indicators

DAVOS (INP): Federal under the Prime
Muinister for Finance and  Minister’s leadership.
Revenue Senator Both sides dis-
cussed in
key areas including en-
ergy sector reforms, Sus-
tainable development,
and access to interna-
tional capital markets.
The ADB president
welcomed Pakistan’s
progress, expressed
confidence 1in the
country’s economic di-
rection, and reaffirmed
ADB’s strong commit-
ment to supporting Pa-
kistan through contin-
ued engagement, faster
delivery, and close coor-

g
held detailed talks with
Asian Development
Bank (ADB) President
Masato Kanda in Davos
on the sidelines of the
‘World Economic Forum
on Wednesday.

The meeting fo-
cused on Pakistan’s eco-
nomic reform agenda.
macroeconomic stabili-
zation, and strengthen-
ing the long-standing
development partner-
ship between Pakistan
and the Asian Develop-

ment Bank. dination.
The finance minis-  Senator Aurangzeb
ter highlighted also held talks with

Pakistan’s improving
economic indicators.
cluding declining infl
tion, easing policy rates,
strengthening foreign
exchange reserves, and
growing investor confi-
ence.
He briefed the ADB
president on progress in
structural reforms, par-
ticularly privatization
and private sector par-
ticipation, and cmpha»
sized the government’s major airports in
commitment to sustain- Islamabad, Karachi, and
ing reform momentum Lahore.

Hassan El Houry, Chair-
person of Menzies Avia-
tion, in Davos to discuss
opportunities for en-
hancing cooperation in
Pakistan’s aviation sec-
tor. The finance minister
shared the government’s
reform and privatization
agenda, including
progress related to Paki-
stan International Air-
lines (PIA) and plans to
outsource operations at

Fire tragedy toll
might rise as another

plaza declared unsafe

KARACHL Jan 21 (INP):

shopkeepers of the plaza
A team of the Sindh hav immedi

KP vaccinates over 108,000 under-immunized
children through coordinated efforts

PESHAWAR (INP): and  accelerating geographically chal-
Through effective plan- progress toward univer- lenging are:

ning and coordinated sal immunization cover- In addit on 150 fe-
implementation by the age. male vaccinators were
Expanded Program on It reflects the deployed across the
Immunization (EPI) Government’s strong province to improve out-
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa commitment to protect- reach, community en-
and its district teams, ingchild health. gagement, and service

formance, which en-
hanced accountability
and operational effi-
ciency.

As aresult, commu-
nity outreach coverage
increased from 40 per-
cent last year to nearly

morethan 108,000 under- A major achieve- 70 percentin December ~ accessibility.
immunized children were - ment under the roadmap 2025, expanding access _Integrated service
vaccinated. was a targeted immuni- (o life-saving vaccines delivery was reinforced

While, this effort
achieved over 90 per-
cent coverage in high-
risk urban areas and sig-
nificantlyreduced immu-
nity gaps across the
province.

The Immunization
Roadmap, launched un-
der the leadership of the
Chief Secretary KP, has
delivered strong and
measurable results
within its first six
months. The initiative
‘marks a major improve-
ment in public health ser-
vice delivery in Kh:
Pakhtunkhwa
strengthening account-
ability, modernizing ser-  tor monitoring systems
vice delivery systems, to track individual per-

zation campaign carried
out in Peshawar in No-
vember 2025.

With close coordi-
nation between provin-
cial and district EPI
teams, the campaign
successfully reached
under-immunized chil-
dren in high-risk urban
localities and helped
close critical immunity
gaps. Director EPI
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Dr Mehtab Khan said
that routine immuniza-
tion services have also
improved significantly.

The Health Depart-
ment upgraded vaccina-

across the province.

Alongside service
improvements, the Gov-
ernment  expanded
physical infrastructure
and human resources.

Ten pre-fabricated
EPI centers were estab-
lished in underserved
union councils, provid-
ing ion ser-
vices to a population of
over 0.3 million.

A province-wide
Big Catch-Up activity
was also conducted to
vaccinate children up to
five years of age, further
reducing immunity gaps.

Immunization ser-
vices were strengthened
in hard-to-reach and

in security-sensitive ar-
eas to ensure continuity
of c;scnlld] health ser-

achieve-
ments represent a major
step forward in strength-
ening the provincial im-
munization system and
protecting children from

7 dis-
eases. The Government
has appreciated the per-
formance of the Provin-
cial EPI Directorate and
district teams,

whose dedication
and professionalism
have translated policy
into real public health
impact across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

barred from the use of
afffected portion of the
building.

They have further
said that the building
should not be used until
and unless a competent
authority declares it safe
for commercial and other
activities.

The officials have
informed that hot water
is present in the base-
ment of the building in a
large quantity and only
when it is drained out
that the inspection of
columns will be pos-
sible. They have also
made it clear that legal
action will be taken
against those not com-
plying with the instruc-
tions. The SBCA offi-
cials have said it will be
premature to sa
whether Zimpa Plaza il
also come crashing
down immediately. On
the other hand, out of 21
bodies placed in Edhi
mortuary, three have
been identified. The de-

Building Control Au-
thority (SBCA) has com-
pleted the inspection of
Gul Plaza, which was de-
stroyed by fire five days
ago, and has decided to
immediately place a jack
in the portion of the
building adjacent to
Rimpa Plaza.

Meanwhile, the
death toll from the fire
has reached 28, while 85
people are still missing
and it is feared that the
death toll might rise. DC
South Javed Nabi
Khoso has said that 11
bodies have been iden-
tified so far.

The SBCA team has
also declared the build-
ing of Rimpa Plaza un-
safe and has issued no-
tices to the plaza’s man-
agement as well as shop-
keepers. The team has
said that the debris fall-
ing after fire in Gul Plaza
has badly damaged the
pillars of Rimpa Plaza as
well and affected its two
columns.

Police launch
grand search and
strike operation

against terrorists
KOHAT (INP):" The di

trict police have intensi-
fied grand search and
strike operations acros

the district under the vi

sion of Inspector General
of Police Khyber,
Pakhtunkhwa Zulfiqar
Hameed to decisively
target terrorists, pro-
claimed offenders, and
their facilitators. The lat-
est operation was carried
out under the direct su-

Sindh CM Murad decides to
restore legal status of NICVD

KARACHI (INP): An-
nouncing that no ob-
stacle would be toler-
ated in the way of free
treatment of heart pa-
tients, Sindh Chief Min-
ister Syed Murad Ali
Shah on Wednesday
said that a decision had
been taken to restore
the legal status of the
National Institute of
Cardiovascular Dis-

Transcatheter Aortic
Valve Implantation
(TAVI) procedures
were performed at the
hospital for free, while
private hospitals
charged Rs4 million
for the purpose.

He informed that
9,925 Primary
Angioplasty proce-
dures were performed
at the hospital in 2024.

ment of

heart patients.
Some important deci-
sions were taken at the
meeting for the protec-
tion of the institute’s
future and continuity of
services.

The meeting also
approved the immedi-
ate appointment of
Chief Operating Of-
ficer (COO) and Chief

eases (NICVD) Financial ~ Officer “The institute is e e et s
Karachi. (CFO) at the NICVD.  the world’s largest pri- ﬂg;v(‘;‘!g:c?m;a‘f(oh;
Presiding  over CM Murad said mary angioplasty cen-| Shehbaz Elahi in the re-

that the NICVD needed
an additional grant of
Rs3.5 billion in the fi-
nancial year, 2025-26.

NICVD Executive
Director Professor
Tahir Sagheer, who
gave a detailed briefing
to the chief minister,

he informed.

The chief minister
went on to say that for
the first time, the hos-
pital provided treat-
ment facilities to the
children with heart
problem in
Balochistan. He was

84th mee(ing of the
governing body of the
NICVD in Karachi, the
chief minister said that
by removing legal am-
biguities, the institute
would be enabled to
provide services to
people without any in-

ter,” mote and mountainous
areas of Thana Lachi.
Beginning early Tue:

day morning, the exten-
sive and targeted raids
led to the demolition of
several hideouts belong-
ing to terrorists and
absconders. Multiple
suspects, including fa-

It has said that the ceased have been lden— terruption. said that so far, the informed that over 100 | cilitators, were taken
interior of the building tified as M Healso d 11 of Rs10  pediatric surgeries and | into custody. Senior po-
hasbeen affected ducto - Shehroze (age 33), | Rs15.50 billion grantin  billion had been ap- over 300 interventions | lice officials including SP
the damage caused to its MdrYﬂm (15) and| 4id for the institute’s proved for the hospital, were  done in| Headquarters Sanober
exterior. The Authority Muhammad Rizwan (26). while it was facing a Balochistan, while| Khan, SP CTD Sadat

officials have said that
the management and

They were identified
through DNA festing.

Mohsin Naqvi forms committee to
address Ulema’s issues

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin  Naqvi on

gious scholars.
Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi paid trib-
ute to Mufti M b.
Rehman and other ulema
for their role in promot-
ing peace and stability

a committee under the
leadership of Minister of
State for Interior Talal

Chaudhry to address is- i the country.
sues faced by Islamic Mohsin Naqvi said
religious  scholars that the problems being

across the country.
The decision was
taken during a meeting
between Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi and a
delegation of ulema led

faced by the ulema
would be reviewed in
detail, and practical mea-
sures would be adopted
for their resolution.
Under the commit-

by Mufti-e-Azam Paki- tee formed by the inte-
stan Mufti Muneeb-ur- rior ministry, Mufti
Rehman. Muneeb-ur-Rehman

During the meeting, and other prominent re-

the interior minister as-
sured the delegation
that concrete steps
would be taken to re-
solve the issues of reli-

ligious scholars will also
be members. The com-
mittee will formulate and
submit workable recom-

ions aimed at re-

solving the issues raised - Chaudhry said that the
by the ulema, services of religious
Addressingthe del-  scholars for Pakistan
egation, Naqvi said that were highly commend-
Mufti  Muneeb-ur- able.
Rehman plays a unifying
role in socicty and is re-
spected byall segme
The interior mi
teradded that unity, har-
mony and national soli-
darity were essential,
stressing that Pakistan

At the conclusion
of the meeting, Mufti
Muneeb-ur-Rehman of-
fered prayers for the in-
tegrity, progress, stabil-
ity and prosperity of the
country.

The delegation in-

comes first. cluded Allama Liaquat
He further said that Hussain Azhari, Mufti
Mufti  Muneeb-ur- Abid Mubarak Madani

and Malik Muhammad
Ibrahim, while Federal
Interior  Secretary
Muhammad Khurram
Agha, Islamabad In-
spector General of Police
Ali Nasir Rizvi and other
officials were also

Rehman has always spo-
ken for unity, consen-
sus and cohesion in the
country and enjoys re-
spect across religious
and political lines.
Speaking on the oc-
casion, Minister of State
for Interior Talal

present.

ISLAMABAD: Managing Director Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Senator C:
di

National Coordinator NACTA Jawad Ahmad

pt. Shaheen Khalid Butt and
splays the MoU documents formalizing coop-

eration to support victims of terrorism, during a UNODC-conducted seminar.

operational matters.

CM Murad said
that the Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto Institute of Car-
diovascular Diseases
(ZABICVD) in Landhi

Khan, along with per-

deficit of Rs4.6 billion. sonnel from the District

He added that an in-
crease in administrative
and service expendi-
tures led to the fund-

more than 450 proce-
dures were completed
under the Stroke Inter-
vention Programme.

n rrog partment, Elite Force,
The chief minister was

Bomb Disposal Squad,

area of Karachi would ing gap. briefed about work| and Lady Police actively
be the world’s largest CM Murad said going on 300-bed new | participated in the opera-
hospital for the treat- that over 200 pediatric unit. tion.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan meets Chinese Ambassador to|

BHC's enforced disappearance ruling
challenged in FCC

that the parents have
been forcibly missing
for the past three
months. It alleges that
on September 16,
2025, the parents of
Shukria Bibi were ab-
ducted from Quetta’s
Sariab Road area on
the orders of an influ-
ential government of-
ficer.

It further claims
that despite the avail-
ability of CCTV foot-

enhanced agricultural trade and broader economic cooperation.

ISLAMABAD
(INP): A petition chal-
lenging a Balochistan
High Court (BHC)
verdict related to the
forced disappearance
of parents has been
filed before the Fed-
eral Constitutional
Court (FCC) on
‘Wednesday.

The petition was
moved by Bibi Shukria,
who has sought the
recovery of her par-

their homes and was
forcibly deported, even
though her parents had
submitted  written
complaints prior to
their abduction, warn-
ing authorities about
threats to their lives.
The petition ar-
gues that the registra-
tion of a first informa:
tion report (FIR) is a
legal obligation of the
police and that Su-
preme Court judg-

ful action has been
taken so far.
According to the
petitioner, false allega-
tions of Afghan citi-
zenship were levelled
against the entire fam-
ily due to a personal
vendetta. The petition
adds that, along with
the enforced disap-
pearance of the par-
ents, the petitioner’s
sister and her children
were also unlawfully

ents and requested the age, police have re- detained. ments do not allow law

FCC to set aside the fused to register a The plea alleges enforcement agencies

BHC’s decision dated case against the influ- that the family was torefuse the lodging of

December 16, 2025, ential government of- subjected to torture an FIR in such cir-
The petition states ficer, and no meaning- and repeated raids on cumstances.
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UNHCR Hands Over 48 Solar-Powered Public Facilities Worth
PKR 1 Billion to Government of Balochistan

e

News Desk MVRRAENS sopemmmarw———
QUETTA: UNHCR, the
UN Refugee Agency,
has officially handed
over 48 solarized public
facilities worth approxi-
mately PKR 1 billion
(USD 3.5 million) to the
Government of
Balochistan, marking a
major milestone in re-
newable energy, public
service delivery, and cli-
mate-resilient develop-
ment in Pakistan.

The initiative pro-
vides clean, reliable, and
cost-effective solar cn-
ergy to essential public
institutions, including
schools, universities,
healtheare centers, and
technical training insti-
tutes, with a special fo-
cus on refugee-hosting
districts of Balochistan.
Implemented during
2024-2025, the project
addresses chronic chal-
lenges such as power
outages, unstable grid
electricity, and high die-
sel fuel costs, which
have long affected pub-
lic service delivery in
the province.

The project was
supported by key inter-
national development istry of Economic Coop- tion Agency (KOICA), ized under the initiative
partners, including Glo- eration and Develop- and the Kingdom of the is the Bolan Medical

Netherlands. Among the
flagship facilities solar-

bal Affairs Canada,

ment (BMZ), the Korea
Germany’s Federal Min-

International Coopera-

| in Quetta and was at-
tended by Chief Minis-
ter Sarfaraz Bugti, UN
Resident Coordinator
Mohamed  Yahya,
TUNHCR Representative
in Pakistan Ms. Philippa
Candler, Head of
UNHCR Quetta Office
Mr. Tesfaye Bekele,
along with senior gov-
ernment and United Na-
tions officials.

By transitioning
critical public infrastruc-
ture to renewable solar
power, the initiative en-
sures uninterrupted elec-
tricity supply, reduces
dependence on the na-
tional grid, and signifi-
cantly lowers recurring
operational and energy
costs. These improve-
ments are already
strengthening the deliv-
ery of quality education
and healthcare services
across Balochistan.

UN Resident Coor-
dinator Mohamed Yahya
praised the project’s im-
pact and acknowledged
Pakistan’s 45-year com-
mitment to hosting Af-
ghan refugees, empha-
sizing the need for sus-

UNHCR Represen-
tative Ms. Philippa Can-
dler underscored the im-
portance of energy secu-
rity in sustaining public
services and institu-
tional resilience.

Reliable energy is
essential for maintaining
vital public services that
support both Afghan
refugees and host com-
munities. UNHCR re-
mains committed to en-
suring dignity, protec-
tion, and inclusive ac-
cess to services for all,”
she said. The solar-
powered public facilities
are expected to benefit
nearly two million people
annually, including stu-
dents, teachers,
healthcare workers, pa-
tients, refugees, and lo-
cal host communities.

In addition to
strengthening public
service delivery, the ini-
tiative contributes to cli-
mate change mitigation
by reducing greenhouse
gas emissions and reli-
ance on fossil fuels,
aligning with Pakistan’s
national and provincial
climate action priorities
in one of the country’s
most climate-vulnerable
regions.

Complex, with additional

Technology Co. Lid. The
support from UNHCR’s

official handover cer- tained international sup-
private-sector partner, emony was held at the port for both refugee and
LONGi Green Energy Chief Minister’s Office host iti

National Commission for Child Rights
Holds Provincial Consultation on Child Labor
Monltormg in Private Sector

but also a moral and
constitutional duty to
protect our children.
NDP Pakistan
Consultant, Zainab
Mustafa, highlighted
the necessity of en-
hanced cooperation
and  coordination
among stakeholders to
address child labor vio-
lations cffectively.
“We hope that this re-
port will serve as a

he National
Commission for Child
Rights (NCRC), in
collaboration with the
United Nations Devel-
opment Programme
(UNDP) Pakistan and
with the support of the
European Union, orga-
nized a provincial-
level consultative
meeting in
Balochistan.
The meeting was

laws, and the lack of
institutional coordina-
tion.

sector.

NCRC will com-
bine provincial evi-
dence and stakeholder
input to draft action-
able and evidence-
based recommenda-
tions to enhance the
effective enforcement
of laws, hold busi-
nesses accountable,
and institu-
tional cooperation.““In
his address, Advocate

They also pre-
sented future strate-
gies for addressing this
issue, aligning them
with Pakistan's Na-
tional Action Plan for
Business and Human
Rights and GSP+

The discussion fo-
cused particularly on

Over 8,000 unnecessary government vacancies
abolished, CM Balochistan

Staff Reporter
QUETTA: The Chief
Minister of Balochistan
has stated that the
province’s annual bud-
get of nearly Rs 1,000
billion reflects a harsh
financial reality, with
around 80 percent allo-
cated to non-develop-
ment  expenditures.
These expenses largely
consist of salaries and
pensions for nearly
250,000 government em-
ployees, leaving only Rs
200 billion available for
the welfare and develop-
mentof the province’s 13
‘million people.

According to the
Chief Minister, to correct
this imbalanced financial
structure, the govern-
ment has taken difficult
but necessary reform
measures over the past
two years. These in-
clude the closure of in-
effective and redundant
departments such as

that no compromise will
be made on the interests
of the people of
Balochistan, and that
the drive for financial
discipline, transparency,
and development-o

ented reforms will con-
tinue under all circum-
stances.

Zakat, Religious Affairs,
and Civil Defence, the
elimination of 8,000 un-
necessary government
positions, and strict,
across-the-board action
against absentee em-
ployees to ensure better
use of public resources
and improved gover-

ince.
The Chief Minister
emphasized that while
the reform process is
still ongoing, pressure,
protests, or any form of
blackmail will not deter
the government from
protecting the public in-
terest. He made it clear

part of the Huqoog-e-
Pakistan Phase II
project, which aims to
he moni-
toring of child labor in
the private sector.

strengthening  the
monitoring system in
informal sectors, ef-
fectivel
gal obligations wnhm
private sector supply

Abdul Hai, NCRC
Member for
Balochistan, empha-
sized, “Child labor is
not only a violation of
children’s fundamental

guiding for
all parties workmg in
this sector,” she
stated.

The  National
Commission for Child

Representatives chains, and exploring rights but also a gov- Rights and UNDP re-
from federal minis- social protection sys- ernance challenge iterated their commit-
tries, government tems that could aid in that highlights gaps in ment to continuous
agencies, chambers of  the eradicationofchild law enforcement, ac-  collaboration with fed-
commerce, civil soci- labor. countability,and social eral and provincial
ety organizations, labor This meeting is protection systems. government:

unions, and business
associations partici-
pated in the meeting.
Attendees thoroughly
discussed the trends of
child labor inthe prov-

part of a series of na-
tional and provincial-
level consultations,
and the outcomes will
contribute to the
preparation of a na-
ince, obstacles in the tional report on child and the Sustainable eliminate all forms of |
implementation of labor in the private Development Goals child labor in Pakistan.

Balochistan Government Rolls Out
Comprehensive Investment Policy, Launches
Business Facilitation Center in Quetta

Mir Sarfraz Bugti, trans-
forming the province
into a center of business
and economic activity is
their mission. He added
that since assuming re-
sponsibilities a year
ago, priority has been
given to bringing invest-

Eradicating child labor
is not only Pakistan’s
international obligation
under the United Na-
tions Convention on
the Rights of the Child

the Ministry of
Labor, civil society,
and the private sector,
reaffirming their re-
solve to protect
children's rights and

to further facilitate inves-
tors across the province.
Terming the initiative as
positive and commend-
able, he appreciated the
efforts of the
Balochistan Board of In-
vestment.

The Chief Secre-

secretaries of provincial
departments, and other
senior officials.

Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan
highlighted that unem-
ployment remains the
biggest challenge in

Q

tary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan has said that
the provincial govern-
‘ment is moving forward
with a comprehensive
policy to promote in-
vestment and accelerate
trade and business ac-

tivities across tary said that ment projects to
Balochistan. He empha- i offers vast which are
sized that i in for devel- now showing positive

results.

e further stated
that the Business Facili-
tation Center is a key
component of the Chief
Minister’s digitization
program, and acknowl-
edged that the guidance
of the Chief Secretary
Balochistan played a
crucial role inits comple-
tion. On the occasion,
Bol Chief Executive Of-
ficer Qaim Lashari gave
adetailed briefing on the
objectives of the Busi-
ness Facilitation Center.

all government sectors
is essential for provin-
cial development and
improved governance.
e further stated
that practical steps are
being taken to digitize
government and public
services in order to en-
hance transparency, ef-
ficiency, and service de-

opment in various sec-
tors, particularly fisher-
ies and minerals, and
called for enhanced ef-
forts to promote invest-
ment in these areas. He
described the shrimp
farming project in Dam
as an important step to-
ward economic growth
and diversification.
ddressing  the
cathering, Bol Vice
Chairman Bilal Khan
Kakar said that in line
with the vision of Chief
Minister Balochistan

sue.

He noted |ha| the
establishment of the
Business Facilitation
Center will provide in-
vestors and entrepre-
neurs with all essential

services under a one-
‘window operation, mak-
ing the business pro-
cess smoother and more
efficient.

He also stressed
that Business Facilita-
tion Center offices
should be extended to

sional headquarters

very.

The Chief Secre-
tary expressed these
views while addressing
the soft launch cer-
emony of the Business
Facilitation Center
(BFC), organized by the
Balochistan Board of In-
vestment (Bol) at the
Sikandar Jamali Audito-
rium.

The ceremony was
attended by Bol Vice
Chairman Bilal Khan
Kakar, Chief Executive

Officer Qaim Lashari,

Loralai Municipality Launches Extensive
Cleanliness Drive for a Cleaner City

LORALALI:The Munici-
pal Committee of Loralai
has intensified its clean-
liness efforts across the
city witha series of com-
prehensive actions
aimed at improving sani-
tation. Under the direc-
tion of Chief Officer,
Mohibullah Baloch, the
‘municipal cleaning staff
has been actively work-
ing to clean different ar-
eas of the city, focusing
on drains, sireets, and
public spaces.
According to re-
ports, the cleaning teams
used tractors, trailers,
and Suzuki vehicles to
collect waste from vari-

2

o 'r.-ﬂ' 51 . 2

Tha Office of g2 DT, Districd Debi

ous locations across the & | e ol Work Extrased (0] i bt (
city. L Gast aee-zu Tercer aparieq D
The staff also car- | By
ried out thorough clean- | ' . L] b
ing of the drains in Ajab
Zone, Levies Line | |- i - s
Mohalla Junction, and | * | jérier® PO G ALY FEUNAG e | =
cleaned large piles of ;
garbage in Khallo Zone,
Sultani Tip Levies Line | * A BT
Mohalla Kamran.
Additionally, drains
in Saleem Dada Com-
plaint Zone, Hazara | i ™ T

Mohalla, and Baran
Zone, Muhammad Gali
were fully cleaned.

The cleaning staff’s
prompt action in remov-
ing accumulated waste
from various sites has
significantly conlnb
uted to
clean and healthy e
ronment for the resi-
dents of Loralai. Citizens
have expressed their ap-
preciation for the clean-
liness drive, showing
hope that the initiative
will continue regularly in
the future. Municipal
Committee officials have
assured the public that
efforts to make the city
cleaner, healthier, and
more beautiful will re-
‘main uninterrupted.

hey also urged
citizens to cooperate
with the administration
to maintain the cleanli-
ness of the city.
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Islamic Devel-opment Bank (IsDB) approves $603m for three projects

NEWS DESK:The
306-kilomtre Sukkur-
Hyderabad Motorway
(M-6) worth $1.7 bil-
lion on Tues-day got a
boost after Pakistan
and Jeddah-based Is-
lamic Devel-opment
Bank (IsDB) entered
into three financing
agreements  worth
$603 million.

The two sides for-
mally signed three loan
agreements totalling
about $603 million to
finance the M-6
Sukkur-Hyderabad
Motorway Project, the
Poverty Graduation of
Extremely Poor and
Flood-Affected House-
holds Project (PGEP),
and the Out-of-School
Children project for
Azad Jammu an
Kashmir.

The project agree-
ments were signed by
IsDB Vice-President
Dr Rami Ahmad and
Economic Affairs Divi-
sion Secretary
Muhammad Humair
Karim.

Under the agree-
ments, IsDB will pro-
vide $475m in financ-
ing for the M-6
Sukkur-Hyderabad
Motorway, a key link to
the proposed
Peshawar-Karachi
Motorway.

Pakistan  also
signed an agreement
with IsDB to launch
the Poverty Graduation

- ke

of Extremely Poor and
Flood-Affected House-
holds (PGEP) project,
a_landmark initiative
aimed at transitioning
ultra-poor households
from dependence on
cash assistance to sus-
tainable livelihoods, re-
silience, and economic
self-reliance.

PGEP has a total

outlay of $134.2m, of
which IsDB will con-
tribute $118.4m.
uk kur -
Hyderabad Motorway
géts $475m financing
The IsDB ap-
proveda $475m loan in
October 2025 for the
M-6 motorway project
to enhance Pakistan’s
transport infrastruc-

ture by improving con-
nectivity along a key
corridor.

The M-6 is the
only missing segment
in the north-south
motorway network
linking Karachi to
Peshawar.

The project is es-
timated to cost $1.7bn
with six lanes designed

based on the Multidi-
mensional Poverty In-
dex (MP12024) and the
five most flood-af-
fected districts from
the 2022 and 2025
floods). The project
aims to reach 160,866
households and create
100,000 employment
opportunities through
integrated asset trans-
fers, interest-free
loans skills develop-
ment, rainwater har-
vesting, climate-smart
agriculture, and inter-
ventions by business
service providers.

The PGEP reflects
the  Government’s
commitment to shifting
from consumption-
based safety nets to
graduation-focused,
resilience-driven devel-
opment, aligned with
national priorities and
the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, an offi-
cial statement said.

Furthermore, for
the  Out-of-School
Children project in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
1sDB will provide $10
million, which will help
bring about 60,000 out-
of-school children back
into classrooms and
support training for
4,000 teachers.

The IsDB vice-
president stated that the
bank was keen on ex-
panding cooperation
with Pakistan in areas
of mutual interest.

2022 and now stands
at $1.7bn in 2025,
mainly due to delays
The Saudi Fund for De-
velopment and the
Asian Development
Bank are other finan-
ciers of the project.
The $118m second
loan for PGEP will be
implemented in 25 dis-
tricts (20 selected

for speeds up to 120km
per hour. It will include
89 bridges, 15 inter-
changes, and 243 un-
derpasses.

The M-6 is part of
the broader Eastern
Alignment of the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor
(CPEC).

The project’s con-

struction is expected to
begin in April this year,
and land acquisition is
currently in the final
stage.

The project has
faced several delays
and financing chal-
lenges.

The project has
increased from $617m
in 2018 to $1.1bn in

OGDCL makes another
discovery in Kohat

NEWS DESK:The Oil

Suk and Shinawari for-
mations.

“The well tested
positive during Cased
Hole Drill Stem Test
(CHDST-03) in the
Samana Suk and
Shinawari formations,
flowing 3,100 barrels
of oil per day (BOPD)
and 8.15 million stan-
dard cubic feet per day
(MMSCFD) of gas
through a 32/64-inch
choke at a wellhead
flowing pressure of
3,010 pounds per
square inch gauge
(PSIG)”.

It said adding that
within a month, the
company added

9,480BOPD, about
14.5pc of Pakistan’s
domestic crude oil pro-
duction that currently
stands  close  to
66,000BOPD.
Baragzai  X-01
(Slant) was spudded
on December 30,
2024, as an exploratory
well to evaluate the hy-
drocarbon potential of
multiple formations,
including Lockhart,
Hangu, Lumshiwal,
Samana Suk,
Shinawari, Datta, and
Kingriali. The well was
successfully drilled to
a total depth of 5,170
metres into the Kingriali
Formation.

and Gas Development
Compan td
(OGDCL) on Tuesday
announced discovery
of major oil and gas re-
serves at its existing
exploratory well in
Kohat District of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In a statement, the
OGDCL, which is the
operator of the Nashpa
Exploration License,
said it made a discov-
ery at its exploratory
well Baragzai X-01
(Slant), located in the
Kohat district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The discovery has been
made over the Samana

NEWS DESK:The
yellow metal contin-
ued to shine in the
world market, pushing
domestic 10-gram and
one-tola rates to a new
all-time high of
Rs423,235 and
Rs493,662 on Tues-
day, up by Rs3,686
and Rs4,300, respec-
tively.

According to the
rates issued by the All
Pakistan Sarafa Gems
and Jewellers Asso-
ciation (APSGJA)
based on interbank

exchange rates, the
world gold market has
surged by $43 per
ounce to $4,713.

As per Reuters,
gold climbed toa fresh
record high as escalat-  holding non-yielding
ing geopolitical ten- bullion. APSGJA
sions boosted safe-ha- President  Qasim
ven demand. Shikarpuri said that in-
Gold, seen as a vestors have intensi-
safe store of value dur-  fied their purchases of
ing economic and po- gold worldwide, in-
litical  instability, cluding in Pakistan,
soared 64pc in 2025 since US President
and has added another Donald Trump an-
10pc since the start of nounced tariffs on Eu-
the year. ropean countries.

The metal’s rally
has also been sup-
ported by expectations
of US interest rate
cuts, which reduce the
opportunity cost of

Gold surges to Rs493,662

Islamic Development Bank to fund road,

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
and the Islamic Devel-
opment Bank (IsDB) on
Tuesday signed three
loan agreements worth
about $603 million to fi-
nance the M-6 Sukkur-
Hyderabad Motorway,
Poverty Graduation of
Extremely Poor and
Flood-Affected House-
holds (PGEP) project and
Out-of-School Children
project for Azad Jammu
and Kashmir.
he agreements
were formalised follow-
ing high-level talks be-
tween Minister for Eco-
nomic_Affairs Ahad
han Cheema and an
IsDB delegation, led by
Vice President Dr Rami
Ahmad.

The project agree-
ments were officially
signed by IsDB VP Dr
Rami Ahmad and Eco-
nomic Affairs Division
Secretary Muhammad
Humair Karim. Federal
Minister for Economic
Affairs Ahad Cheema
and Federal Minister for
Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety Syed Imran
hmad Shah were also
present.

Under the agree-
ments, the sDB will pro-
vide $475 million for the
M-6 Sukkur-Hyderabad

per tola

He said gold
jewellery buying in the
country continues to
get weaker with every
fresh increase in local
rates. “Families come
to the shops for gold,
polishing their silver
jewellery for their
‘daughters’ wedding in-
stead of purchasing
pure gold jewellery,”
he said.Qasim claimed
that gold in Pakistan is
selling below cost by
Rs30,000 per tola
compared to Dubai
rates.

livelihood projects in AJK
of which the IsDB will

contribute $118.4 million.
The project will be

into classrooms, besides
supporting the training
of 4,000 teachers. The

Motorway, a key link to
the proposed Peshawar-
Karachi Motorway.

smart agriculture and
business service provid-
ers'interventions.PGEP

Pakistan also implemented in 25 dis- reflects the IsDB VP stressed that
signed an agreement to tricts (20 districts se- government's commit- the bank was keen on
launch the Poverty lected based onthe Mul- ment to shifting from further expanding coop-

eration with Pakistan in
areas of mutual interest.
ile, Federal
Minister for Finance
Muhammad Aurangzeb
said that the govern-
‘ment would float a pro-
posal in the coming
weeks to select financial
advisers.

The government is
reviewing whether to
sue dollar, euro or Is-
lamic bonds. At the same
time, Pakistan is also pre-
paring to soon intro-
duce its first Panda
bond.According to the
Ministry of Finance, Pa-
kistan is preparing to re-
enter the global bond
‘market after a gap of four
years.

This move indi-
cates that stability has
returned  to  the
country's economy,
whereas a few years ago
Pakistan had come closer
to default. On the occa-
sion of the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) in
Davos, Switzerland, the
Pakistani delegation, led
by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

PSX hits all-time high of 188,000 points
on back of improved investor sentiment

NEWS DESK: The Paki-
stan Stock Exchange
(PSX) stretched its posi-
tive momentum on Tues-
day, with the benchmark
KSE-100 index rising by
860 points, or 0.46%, to
close at an all-time high
of 188,621.78 on the
back of improved inves-
tor sentiment.

The market re-
mained active through-
out the session, sup-
ported by sustained
buying interest. How-
ever, trading was marked
by mlaullly. as the in-
dex moved between an
intraday high of
188,958.38 and a low of
187,192.02. Despite inter-
mittent profit-taking, the
index managed to hold
gains and finish in posi-
tive territory.

Market sentiment
remained constructive,
underpinned by easing
geopolitical concerns,
improving macroeco-
nomic indicators, and
expectations ofa poten-
tial policy rate cut. Buy-
ing from local mutual
funds, as reflected in re-
cent flow data, played a
key role in supporting
the market’s upward
trend.Overall, investor recent corporate devel-
participation stayed opments, including ex-
firm, with selective insti- ploration updates in the

Graduation of Extremely
Poor and Flood-Af-
fected Households five most flood-affected
project, districts in 2022 and
alandmark initiative ~ 2025).

aimed at transitioning The project aims to
the ultra-poor house- reach 160,866 house-
holds from dependency holds and create 100,000
on cash assi e to employment opportuni-
i ties through i

asset transfers, interest-
free loans, skills
development,rainwater
harvesting, climate-

tidimensional Poverty
Index — MPI 2024 and

consumption-based
safety nets to gradua-
focused, resili

driven development,
aligned with national pri-
orities and the Sustain-
able Development
Goals.Furthermore, for
the Out-of-School Chil-
dren project, the IsDB
will provide $10 million,
which will help bring
about 60,000 out-of-
school children back

resilience and economic
self-reliance.

PGEP has a total
outlay of $134.2 million,

— -
launches in autos, while
broader participation re-
flected a renewed incli-
nation toward blue-chip
stocks.

Heavy stocks such
as Engro Holdings, Pa-
kistan Petroleum, Sazgar
Engineering, Oil and Gas
Development Company
and Pakistan State Oil
collectively added 661
points to the index. Go-
ing forward, the market
remains sensitive to ex-
ternal developments,
and any renewed geo-
political ~escalation

the market absorb deep
swings and close higher.
KTrade Securities
wrote in its market wrap
that the PSX extended its
bullish dur-
ing today's trading ses-
ion. Market participa-
ion improved, with all-
share traded volumes
rising2.3% DoDto 1,226
‘million shares.
Select stocks drew
interest on the back of

d.
Overall trading vol-
ume increased to 1.225
billion compared with
Monday’s figure of
1.19b. Value of traded
shares stood at Rs63.8b.
Shares of 487 compa-
nies were traded. Of
these, 340 rose, 213 de-
clined and 34 remained
unchanged. Hascol Pe-
troleum was the volume
leader, with trading in
113m shares, rising Rs2.5
to close at Rs27.47.

tutional interest helping  E&P space and new
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Cannot be pressurised to play in India, says Bangladesh sports adviser

NEWSDESK:
Bangladesh
government’s sports
adviser Asif Nazrul on
Tuesday reiterated that
under no condition
would the national team
travel to India for the
T20 World Cup, de-
spite an ultimatum from
the International
Cricket Council (ICC)
to the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB)
on deciding its partici-
pation by January 21,
the Press Trust of In-
dia (PTI) news agency
reported.

If BCB remains
adamant on not travel-
ling to India for the 20-
team  tournament,
Scotland is likely to re-
place Bangladesh as per
current rankings.

“I am not aware
that Scotland will be in-
cluded in our place,”
Asif told reporters.

“If the ICC bows
to pressure from the
Indian cricket board
and tries to impose
pressure on us by set-
ting unreasonable con-
ditions, we will not ac-
cept those conditions.

“In the past, there

are examples that Pa-
kistan said that they
will not travel to India
and ICC changed the
venue. We have asked
to change the venue on
logical ground and we
cannot be pressurised
to play in India by put-

ting illogical
pressure.”The standoff
was triggered by the re-
moval of Bangladesh
pacer  Mustafizur
Rahman from Kolkata
Knight Riders’ roster
for this year’s Indian
Premier League on

Board of Control for
Cricket in India’s
(BCCI) instructions for
unspecified “develop-
ments all around”.
Citing security
concerns and national
pride, the BCB re-
sponded by announc-

ing its national team
won’t travel to India
for its group stage
games in Kolkata and
Mumbai.

BCB wants to play
each of its four group-
stage matches in Sri
Lanka, where the mar-

o
quee India-Pakistan
clash will also be held
as per the mutually
agreed arrangement for
ICC events until 2027.
Bangladesh is cur-
rently placed in Group
“C’ along with the West
Indies, Italy, England

and Nepal.

In its last meeting
with ICC officials in
Dhaka, the BCB had
proposed swapping
positions with Ireland
in Group ‘B’, which
features tournament
co-hosts Sri Lanka,

Australia, Oman and

Zimbabwe.
Such a move
would allow

Bangladesh to remain in
Sri Lanka for entirety
of its group-stage en-
gagements.

While the BCB
considers it unsafe for
its players to travel to
India, the ICC’s risk
assessment report did
not flag any specific or
direct threat to the
team’s participation in
the World Cup.

The bilateral rela-
tions between India and
Bangladesh have dete-
riorated in recent
months, exacerbated
by the reported killings
of Hindus in
Bangladesh.

formoe 1
Bangladesh captain
Tamim Igbal and cur-
rent Test skipper
Najmul Hossain Shanto
have cautioned against
a very hard-line ap-
proach on the contro-
versial subject, with
the former saying that
decisions taken today
would have repercus-
sions 10 years down
the line.

Alcaraz, Sabalenka, Gauff surge into
Australian Open third round

NEWS DESK:Top-
ranked Carlos Alcaraz
fended off a series of
“bombs” before surging
into the Australian Open
third round on Wednes-
day, where he was joined
by Aryna Sabalenka and
a near-flawless Coco
Gauff.

Three-time finalist
Daniil Medvedev also
stayed alive, but he
needed four sets to keep
his Grand Slam dream on

ter days of hot weather.

Spanish superstar
Alcaraz came through a
tough arm-wrestle 7-6 (7/
4),6-3,6-2 on Rod Laver
Arena against hard-hit-
ting German Yannick
Hanfmann to take an-
other step towards a ca-
reer Grand Slam.

But he was put
through his paces by a
player 12 years older be-
fore setting up a show-
down with either
France’s  Corentin
Moutet or American
Michael Zheng.

“To be honest, it
was tougher than I
thought at the begin-
ning,” said Alcaraz, who
already has six major
titles but has never gone
past the last eight in
Melbourne.

“I didn’t feel the
ball that good. You
know, the ball was com-
ing as a bomb, forehand
and backhand.”

If the 22-year-old
does win the Australia
Open to complete the
career Grand Slam of all
four majors he will be the
youngest man to do so,
surpassing compatriot
Rafael Nadal.

The unpredictable
Medvedev, runner-up in

2021,2022 and 2024, is
trying to keep his emo-
tions in check this year
and was on his best
behaviour  against
Frenchman Quentin
Halys.

He lost a tight first
set but the result was
never in doubt as he
surged to the finish line
6-7(9/11),6-3,6-4,6-2.

“It ‘was a very
tough match, happy I
managed to fight,” said
the Russian, who faces
Fabian Marozsan of
Hungary next.

American Tommy
Paul, Argentina’s Fran-
cisco Cerundolo and
Tomas Etcheverry, Span-
iard Aléjandro
Davidovich Fokina and
Russian Andrey Rublev
also safely negotiated
the second round.

Alexander Zverev
is inaction in an evening
match against France’s
Alexandre Muller, the
latest challenge in the
German’s decade-long
quest for a first Grand

Slamtitle.

The world number
three, runner-up last
year to Jannik Sinner
dropped a set in hi
opening clash but said
it was good to be
stretched early in the
tournament.

“Near perfect”

Four-time major
winner Sabalenka raced
5-0 clear of qualifier Bai
Zhuoxuan, ranked a
lowly 702 on centre
court before wobbling to
give the Chinese player
a glimmer of hope.

But the top seed
quickly snuffed it out to
race home 6-3, 6-1 and
set up a clash next with
Russian-born Anastasia
Potapova, now repre-
senting Austria, who
dispatched 2021 US
Open champion Emma
Raducanu.

“Super-happy to
close the (first) set, it
gives me confidence that
‘my game is there, my fo-
cus is there,” said
Sabalenka, who is bid-

ding for a third Austra-
lian Open title in four
years.

“Step by step. Su-
per-happy with my win.
There is always a little
gap to improve.”

Sabalenka  has
dropped just nine games
so far as she looks to
make amends for her up-
set in last year’s final to
Madison Keys.

Third seed Gauff
was clinical against
Serbia’s Olga Danilovic,
who ended Venus Will-
iams’ tournament in
round one.

The two-time major
winner took just 78 min-
utes to race home 6-2, 6-
2 on Margaret Court
Arena.lt set up a show-
down next against fellow
American  Hailey
Baptiste, ranked 70, who
downed home hope
Storm Hunter in straight
sets.

“Near perfect,” said
Gauff, whose best per-
formance in Melbourne
was a semi-final in 2024.

PSG falter as Suarez leads
Sporting to victory

NEWS DESK: Holders
Paris St Germain slipp:
to a 2-1 defeat at Portu-
guese side Sporting on
Tuesday, jeopardising
their bid to qualify
rectly for the Champions
League last 16 afier Luis
Suarez struck twice, net-
ting the winner in the fi-
nal minute.

Sporting ~ went
ahead through Suarez
against the run of play
in the second half, de-
spite sustained pressure
from PSG

‘The French champi-
ons hit back quickly as

vicha Kvaratskhelia
levelled with a superb
strike, appearing to sal-
vage a point.

Suarez, however,
struck again in the dy-
ing moments to snatch
victory for Sporting,
leavingboth teams on 13
points and inside the top
cight, which assures di
rect qualification for the

last 16, ahead of PSG’s
home match against
Newcastle United and
Sporting’s trip to Ath-
letic Bilbao.

Both teams lead
ninth-placed Inter by a
single point.

“We had too many
chances and didn’t
score - it happens to us
too often.

We lacked concen-
tration and made two
mistakes. We do what
we can, but if we don’t
convert our chances, we
cannot afford to con-
cede goals,” said PSG
midfielder Vitinha.

Luis Enrique’
dominated the opening
stages in Lisbon, with
Nuno Mendes forcing
Rui Silva into a sharp
save from a tight angle
and Senny Mayulu
heading tamely at the
Sporting goalkeeper af-
ter good work down the
eft.

The visitors
thought they had taken
the lead on the half-hour
when Warren Zaire-Em-
ery headed in Fabian
Rui ross, but the goal
was ruled out after a
VAR review judged
Mayulu had fouled Geny
Catamo in the build-up.

Nuno Mendes then
had the ball in the net
again late in the half, fin-
ishing from close range
after a Zaire-Emery
cross, only for the effort
to be disallowed for an
offside against
Ousmane Dembele.

Sporting offered
little in response before
the break, but the teams
went in level at 0-0 de-
spite PSG’s clear superi-
ority with 15 attempts
and 69% possession.

Sporting offered
‘more early in the second
half, with a dangerous
Trincao cross just evad-
ing Suarez in’ the 52nd

minute.

The hosts then had
their first shots on tar-
getand opened the scor-
ing in the 74th minute
when Suarez coolly slot-
ted a low shot past
Lucas Chevalier after
Catamo’s attempt had
been deflected into his
path.

Five minutes later,
Kvaratskhelia, who had
come on for Mayulu,
unleashed a superb shot
into the far top corner
from the edge of the box
to equalise.

But PSG lacked
their usual grit and were
punished again in the
90th minute.

Trincao collected a
low pass from the left
Jjust outside the box and
struck first time with his
left foot, forcing Cheva-
lier to parry and Suarez
nodded the rebound into
the far corner to send the
crowd into raptures.

Sialkot Stallionz unveiled as newest
franchise ahead of PSL. 11

NEWS DESK:The
owner of the newly
formed Sialkot fran-
chise, Kamil Khan, has
officially unveiled the
team’s name ahead of
the 11th edition of the
Pakistan Super League
(PSL 11), which is
scheduled to run from
March 26 to May 3.

The announce-
ment marks a major
milestone in  the
league’s expansion and
has generated strong
interest among Pakistan
cricket fans.

Khan revealed the
franchise’s identity on
Wednesday through a
3D animated video
shared on the social
media platform X, con-
firming that the team
will compete under the
name Sialkot Stallionz.

“You guessed it.
You waited. Now, I am
proud to of‘ﬁclally in-
troduce SIALKOT
STALLIONZ.

Excited to be part
of the Pakistan Super
League journey,” Khan

AT KN CTATT N

wrote.

The revival of the
Sialkot Stallions name
carries immense his-
torical signifi in

world-record ~ 25-
match unbeaten streak.
That era estab-
lished the Stallions as
the most 1

Pakistan's domestic
cricket. Between 2005
and 2012, the Sialkot
Stallions dominated the
National T20 Cup, win-
ning a record six titles
and registering a

team in Pakistan’s do-
mestic T20 history.
The Stallions’

golden period produced
several renowned Pa-
kistan cricketers, in-
cluding Shoaib Mallk

who captained the side
with calm authority,
explosive opener Imran
Nazir, dependable all-
rounder Haris Sohail,
and other notable per-
formers. Their succe:

helped turn Sialkot into
a major cricketing hub
and built a loyal fan
base that the Sialkot
Stallionz PSL franchise

will aim tore-engage in
PSL 2026 and beyond.

The Sialkot fran-
chise was awarded
ownership earlier this
month following a
high-profile PSL ex-
pansion auction held at

Shoaib Malik announces
retirement from HBL PSL

NEWS DESK:Shoaib
Malik has announced
his retirement from the
Pakistan Super League
(PSL), bringinganend to
a playing journey that
has run uninterrupted
since the tournament’s
inception in 2016.

The decision comes

PSL”

Few players have
been as consistent a
presence in the league
as Malik.

From the early days
when the PSL was
played in the UAE to its
growth into a fully
based tourna-

>

the Jinnah C
Centre. OZ Develop-

TS,

owned by Hamza
Majeed, secured the
rights to the eighth PSL
team with a winning
bid of Rs1.85 billion,
exceeding the base
price of Rs1.70 billion
after intense bidding
among eight qualified
parties. Earlier, the FKS
Group had acquired the
first expansion fran-
chise with a bid of
Rs1.75 billion.

With the addition
of Sialkot Stallionz and
another new team,
PSL 11 will feature
eight franchises, ush-
ering in a new era of
growth for the Pakistan
Super League,
Pakistan’s premier T20
competition.

ahead of the landmark
PSLseason | 1, marking
the close of a decade-
long association be-
tween one of Pakistan’s
most enduring cricketers
and its flagship T20
league.

Malik confirmed the
news via his social me-
dia platforms, reflecting
on the memories and re-
lationships built over ten
seasons of the PSL.

“I cherish every
single moment and
friendship I have made
on and off the field
throughout my 10 years
of the Pakistan Supcr
League as a player,”
Malik wrote. “It’s time to
call it a day. However,
my passion and motiva-
tion to serve for the bet-
terment of cricket will al-
ways stay. Thank you

ment, Malik remained a
regular feature, repre-
senting four franchises
during his career —
Karachi Kings, Multan
Sultans, Peshawar Zalmi
and Quetta Gladiators.

His final appear-
ance came for Quetta
Gladiators in PSL 10,
closing the loop on a
career defined by adapt-
ability and longevity.

Statistically, Malik
departs as one of the
‘most prolific performers
in PSL history.

He is the fourth-
rer in the
ing amassed
2,350 runs in 92 matches
at an impressive average
of33.09.

Often deployed in
the middle order, Malik
was valued for his abil-
ity to control innings,

finish games and pro-
vide balance with his
part-time offspin. He
also claimed 17 wickets
in the tournament, un-
derlining his all-round
contribution.

Beyond the PSL,
Malik’s broader T20
record further
contextualises his im-
pact. He is the sixth-
highest run-scorer in
T20 cricket overall, with
13,571 runs, mtludmg 83
half-centuries, at a strike
rate of 127.24 — num-
bers that speak to both
durability and consis-
tency across leagues
worldwide.

While Malik’s play-
ing days in the PSL are
over, his statement sug-
gests this is not a far
well to cricket altogether.

s the league en-
ters a new era with ex-
pansion and structural
changes, it does so with-
out one of its most fa-
miliar figures —a player
whose  experience
helped bridge genera-
tions and whose influ-
ence extended well be-
yond the scorecard.
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Trump’s plane returns to air base after ‘minor’ electrical
issue: White House

NEWS DESK:US

resident  Donald
Trump’s plane was
forced to return to an
air base late Tuesday
due to a “minor elec-
trical issue” shortly
after departing for
walzerland the White
said.

Air Force One re-
turned to Joint Base
Andrews out of an
abundance of caution,
Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt said.
It landed shortly after
0400 GMT.

Journalists travel-
ing with Trump re-
ported that lights in the
cabin went out briefly
after takeoff.

After returning to
Andrews, Trump re-
sumed his trip to the
Davos forum early
Wednesday.

Trump and his en-
tourage  changed
planes at Joint Base 0500 GMT, about departure.With its isarguablythe world’s
Andrews and took off two-and-a-half hours classic blue and white most iconic plane and
again shortly after after his initial livery, Air Force One an instantly

vice in 1990 under
president  George
H.W Bush.Last year,
Trump said his admin-
istration was “looking
at alternatives” to
Boeing following de-
lays in the delivery of
two new 747-8
aircraft.People gather
outside Air Force One
on the tarmac after
returning to Joint Base
Andrews on January
20, 2026. — AFP

In May, Pentagon
chief Pete Hegseth
accepted a Boeing
747 that the Gulfemir-
ate of Qatar offered
to Trump for use as
Air Force One.

The jet - worth
hundreds of millions of
dollars - has raised
huge constitutional
and ethical questions,
as well as security
concerns about using
an aircraft donated by
a foreign power for
use as the ultra-ses
tive presidential plane.

recognisable symbol been unhappy with customized Boeing
of the US presidency. the current Air Force 747-200B series air-
Trump has long One jets - two highly craft that entered ser-

Japan court sentences ex-PM Abe’s assassin to
life in prison, NHK reports

on the severity of the
sentence.

Prosecutors sought
a life sentence last
month, calling the act an
“extremely grave inci-
dent that is unprec-
edented in post-war his-
tory”

NEWS DESK:A Ja
nese court on Wedn
day sentenced a 45-year-
old man to life imprison-
ment for fatally shooting
former prime minister
Shinzo Abe, public
broadcaster NHK re-
ported, in an incident
that stunned the nation
three and a half years

His protege Sanac
Takaichi now leads Ja-
pan and the LDP, but the
party’s grip on power
has considerably dimin-
ished.

Abe’s killing also
brought to light a deep
link between his party
and the Unification
Church, an organisation
‘many consider a cult. An
in-party investigation
found that more than a
hundred lawmakers had
dealings with the group,
leading many voters to
shun the LDP, which has
ruled Japan for most of
the post-war period.

Media have quoted
Yamagami as telling the
court that he held a
grudge against the Uni-
fication Church after his
‘mother’s large donation
to it caused financial
hardship for their family,
and that he took out his

anger on Abe becaus
the former prime mini:
ter had once sent a video
message toan event held
bya group affiliated with
the church.

Founded in South
Koreain 1954, the Unifi-
cation Church is famous
for its mass weddings
and counts Japanese
followers as a key
source of incom

Yamagami’s law-
yers, meanwhile, argued
that the family’s misfor-
tune caused by the do-
nation to the Unification
Church should be taken

Although he was
no longer Japan’s leader
at the time, Abe re-
mained a powerful and
binding force within the
ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party. His absence
has left a vacuum within
the party, which has
since seen two leader-
ship races and, by exten-

on, a revolving door of

20.

Tetsuya Yamagami
was arrested on the spot
in July 2022 after fatally
firing at Abe with a
homemade gun while he
was delivering a cam-
paign speech in the west-
em cityof Nara. Abe, the
country’s longest-serv-
ing premier, was 67.

A guilty verdict was
all but certain after
Yamagami admitted to
killing Abe in the first
court hearing at the Nara
District Court in October,
and attention_had been

limit his prison termto 20
years at most.

Abe himself served i
as prime minister for a
total of 3,188 days over
two separate terms,
stepping down in Sep-
tember 2020, citing
health reasons.

visive figure domcsl)-
cally, he was among the
few global leaders to
have a strong rapport
with US President
Donald Trump.

Jamaat-e-Islami gains groimd in
Bangladesh ahead of February polls

NEWS DESK:Long vili-
fied for opposing inde-
pendence and barred
from electoral politics for
over a ade,
Bangladesh's biggest
religio-political party is
reinventing itself and at-
tracting new support
ahead of parliamentary
polls next month, unsef-
tling moderates and mi-
nority communities.

Jamaat-e-Islami be-
gan its overhaul soon
after a youth-led upris-
ing in the Muslim-maj
ity nation of 175 million
people toppled Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
in August 2024. With
Hasina’s Awami League
banned, Jamaat is betting
on its anti-corruption
image, welfare outreach,
and what analysts de-
scribe as a more inclu-
sive public stance to de-
liver the party's best-
ever performance.

ecember opinion

poll by the US-based In-
ternational Republican
Institute ranked Jamaat
as the most "liked" party
and projected a tight
race with the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party for the
top spot in the February
12 election.

"We started welfare
politics, not reactionary

ter a court ruled its char-
ter was in conflict with
Bangladesh's secular
constitution.

The electoral ban
was lifted last year, and
Jamaat's student wing
swept the Dhaka Uni-
versity polls, beating the
Gen-Z National Citizen
Party formed by leaders
of ‘the anti-Hasina
movement.Months later,
it formed an electoral al-
liance with the NCP,
which some analysts say
could help soften
Jamaat’s image.

politics," Jamaat chief origins in the pan-Islam-
Shafiqur Rahman told ist Jamaat-e-Islami
Reuters, citingits medi- movement,  which
cal camp initiatives, emerged in India in the
flood relief and aid for early 1940s and called
families of thosekilledin  for a society governed
rising. The UN by Islamic principles.

ays as many as 1,400 Jamaat pposed
people lost their lives in - Bangladesh's indepen-
the protests. dence, and during
”Thc constructive Hasina's rule, many of

h Jamaat its leaders were ex-

..are ecuted or jailed in a war
doing now, people will ~crimes tribunal that was
put their trustand belief criticised by interna-
in Jamaat-c-Islami,” tional human rights
Rahman said. oups. In 2013, it was
The party has its barred from elections af-

India to withdraw diplomats’ families
from Bangladesh, source says

NEWS DESK:India will =
withdraw its diplomats’
families and dependents
from Bangladesh in the
face of security threats
as tension rises ahead of
a February 12 general
election, an Indian offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

Campaigning be-
gins on Thursday for
Bangladesh’s election,
which has sparked pro-
tests and counter-pro-
tests. Ties between the
South Asian neighbours
soured after former
prime minister Sheikh
Hasina fled to India in
2024, following deadly
protests.

India’s past support
for Hasina has frayed re-
lations between the two
neighbours since her
overthrow.

India’s withdrawal
‘move was part of “inter-
nal readjustments”, the
al said, without
c]dbol ing.
The offclal who
spoke on condition of
anonymity, pointed to
Indian media reports of
New Delhi’s decision.

It was not immedi-
ately clear when the
families would return.

The foreign minis-

Erdogan, Trump discuss Syria ceasefire
and Gaza in phone call

ing, Sharif Osman Hadi,
was wounded in an as-
sassination attempt last
month and died after be-
ing flown to Singapore
for treatment.

Hadi was a senior
leader of the student
protest group Inqgilab
Mancha and an outspo-
ken critic of India.

long trial that found her
guilty of ordering a
deadly crackdown on
the student-led uprising
in2024.

The interim govern-
ment led by Nobel laure-
ate Muhammad Yunus
has repeatedly sought
Hasina’s extradition to

tries of India and
Bangladesh did not im-
mediately respond to re-
quests for comment.

In December, India
summoned
Bangladesh’s high com-
missioner, or ambassa-
dor to voice its concern
over what it called a de-
teriorating security situ-
ation there, particularly
threats targeting the In-
dian mission in the capi-
tal, Dhaka.

Bangladesh’s ex-
premier Hasina was sen-
tenced to death in No-
vember after a months-

s over violence ta
geting members of the
‘minority Hindu commu-
nity.

Meanwhile, a popu-
lar student leader of
Bangladesh’s 2024 upris-

twWo major newspapers
deemed to favour India,
as well as a prominent
cultural institution.

NEWSDES!

Turk- ter Syria's new gov-
ish President Tayyip

ernment emerged and
urged the group to ac-
cept.

"During the call,
President Erdogan
stated that Turkey was
closely following de-
velopments in Syria,
that Syria's unity, har-
mony and territorial
integrity were impor-
tant for Turkey," the
Turkish presidency

aid in a statement.
It added that
Erdogan and Trump
also ed the
battle with Islamic
State and

"the situation of
the Islamic State pris-
oners in the Syrian
prisons".

Turkey deems the

Party (PKK), which
has carried out a four-
decade insurgency
against the Turkish
state.

Ankara has been
engaged in a peace
process with the
PKK, under which it
says the militant group
- and its extensions -
must disband and di:
arm.

Ankara, the main
foreign backer of
Syria's new govern-
menl has praised
s' advances
agamsl the SDF and
repeatedly demanded
that the group disband,
disarm, and integrate
into the Syrian state
apparatus.

"Our President
a  terrorist said that a Syria that
orgdmmtmn linked is developing with all ussions were go-
with the outlawed of its elements, is rid mg to be "very impor-

The two presi-
dents also discussed
developments  in
Gaza, it said, adding
Erdogan told Trump
that Turkey would
continue to work in
coordination with its
NATO ally, the United
States, to achieve
peace there.
Erdogan thanked
Trump for inviting him
to join the Board of
ace, it added.
Trump said earlier
on Tuesday that he
had a "very good call"
with Erdogan, without
claborating, after hav-
ing told reporters dur-
ing a briefing prior to
|hu meeting that the

developments in Syna
and Gaza ina call with
US President Donald
Trump, his office said
on Wednesday, as
Syria's Turkey-
backed government
announced a fir
with US-allied
Kurdish forces after
days of clashes.

Syria's govern-
ment this week seized
swathes of territory in
the northeast and gave
the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces
four days to agree on
integrating into the
central state.

The SDF's main
ally, the United States,
said in a statement
that the partnership
with the group had

=

changed in nature af- Kurdistan Workers of terror and in peace tant




