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FIRST INFORMATION
REPORTS TO BE LODGED

L N
FIRs to Be Lodged Against Fake

Degree Holders: CM Balochistan

Educanon Desk

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has ordered that FIRs be reg-
istered against fake degree
holders serving in government
departments, stating that no
compromise will be made on
merit, transparency, and rule of
law.

The directive was issued
while presiding over a high-
level meeting to review the six-
month performance of provin-
cial departments and the
progress of ongoing develop-
ment projects.

The Chief Minister said the
use of fake academic creden-
tials undermines institutional
credibility and deprives deserv-
ing candidates of their rightful

opportunities.

CM Balochistan directed
the Education Department and
relevant authorities to conduct
thorough verification of aca-
demic degrees, particularly in
contractual recruitments, and
ensure 100 percent merit-
based hiring.

He warned that officials
found facilitating or protecting
fake degree holders would also

face strict disciplinary and le-
gal action.

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister emphasized the
importance of good gover-
nance and accountability, di-
recting all departments to
strengthen internal monitoring
mechanisms.

He also instructed depart-
ments to expedite the resolu-

ensure timely completion of
development projects, stating
that delays would not be toler-
ated.

The Chief Minister reiter-
ated that the provincial
government’s top priority is
public welfare, adding that
transparent governance and
strict adherence to merit are
essential for restoring public

i instate instituti

tion of public and

Punjab launches
first Green Policing
Unit with electric
patrol vehicles

NEWS DESK:

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has in-
augurated Pakistan’s first
Green Policing Unit, introduc-
ing the country’s first electric
patrol vehicle for police opera-
tions, a move that offici: d
would help reduce fuel costs
and carbon emi s. The ini-
tiative makes Punjab the first
province to deploy electric ve-
hicles for police patrolling.

During the inauguration
ceremony, the chiefminister in-
spected the electric patrol car
and personally drove the ve-
hicle.

She was briefed on vari-
ous aspects of the Green Po-
licing Unit and the electric ve-
hicle initiative. Officia d
modern BYD clectric vehicles
would be used for traffic man-
agement and routine patrolling
duties in Lahore.

According to the bricfing,
the electric patrol vehicle has
a driving range of up to 410
kilometres on a single charge
and can be fast-charged from
30 to 80 per cent in approxi-
mately 30 minutes.

The vehicle is equipped
with a public address system,
police lights, a 360-degree sur-
veillance camera and speed
detection equipment.

Officials told the chiefmin-
ister that 103 conventional pa-
trol vehicles currently consume
around 28,000 litres of fuel per
month, costing approximately
Rs7.42 million.

The use of electric ve-
hicles is expected to save about
4,500 litres of fuel per vehicle
annually, significantly reduce
operational costs and ensure
zero carbon emissions.

Maryam Nawaz directed
authorities to gradually in-
crease the number of electric
vehicles

es
in the Green Policing Unit
and ordered steps to expand
the initiative to other districts
in phases.

She said the adoption of
electric vehicles would help
curb fuel expenses and pro-
mote zero carbon emissions,
adding that green policing re-
flected the government’s vi-
sion for cleaner air and im-
proved governance.

Confirmed death
toll of Gul Plaza
inferno stands at 50

NE

ESK:
The confirmed death toll of the
Gul Plaza blaze stood at 50 on
Thursday, according to an offi-
cial list shared by police surgeon
Summaiya Syed, a day after sev-
eral bodies were found in a gut-
ted crockery shop at the shop-
ping

lmually police had estimated
that the remains, charred beyond
recognition, were of 30 individu-
als. Karachi South Deputy In-
spector General Syed Asad Raza
had said that the death toll was
estimated to have risen from 31
to 60 following the development,
but he had also cautioned that a
definite number could only be
reached after DNA reports.

The list shared by Dr Syed
on Thursday showed that the
death of 50 individuals had been
confirmed so far.

Meanwhile, a search opera-
tion at Gul Plaza continued. It was
initiated on Sunday night after
around 24-hour-long efforts to
extinguish the fire that erupted on
Saturday night.

The plaza, parts of which
have collapsed due to the blaze,
was a ground-plus-three-storey
building with 1,200 shops spread
over 8,000 square yards.

Snowfall Continues in Chaman and Northern
Balochlstan Road Restoration Efforts in Full Swing

Sardar Muhammad Khondai,
Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

Heavy snowfall continues to blan-
ket Chaman and several districts
of Northern Balochistan, bring-
ing with it a significant drop in
temperatures. In response to the
challenging weather conditions,
the district administration of
Chaman, National Highway Au-
th ), and the Provincial
Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA) have successfully re-
stored the Quetta-Chaman High-
way, particularly around the
ohdak Top, ensuring safe pas-
sage for all types of traffic.
Key
Developments:
Snowfall and Weather Im-
pact: Since last night, snow has
accumulated across both the
plains and mountainous areas of
Chaman, including Khawaja
Imran, Toba Achakzai, Qilla
Abdullah, Gulistan, Jungle Pir Ali
Zai, Shclabagh. and Mizi Adda.
The continuous snowfall
has intensified the cold, pushing
temperatures well below freezing,
further impacting daily life and
local transportation. Traffic Res-
toration Efforts: District adminis-

tration and relevant

DC)

have been working around the
clock, using heavy machinery,
and salt

puty C: (
Cham.'m Hnblehmed Bangulzai
has urgcgl the public to stay in-

techniques to clear roads.
The Quetta-Chaman High-
way has been fully reopened for
all traffic, with priority given to
ensuring safe lravcl routes.

Public Safety
Advisory:

joors during this extreme weather.
He advised people to avoid un-
nec travel during the
heavy snowfall and freezing tem-
peratures. Emphasizing the impor-
tance of safety, he said, "When
you have life; you have every-
thing." He warned that icy roads
increase the risk of vehicles skid-

ding, particularlyin mountainous
areas. He stressed that caution
and preparedness are essential to
avoid accidents and protect lives.
Ongoing Road
Clearing

Operations:
The operation to clear all
major roads and national high-
ways around Chaman is ongoing.

Inaddition to the Quetta-Chaman
route, all local connecting roads
are being actively cleared to en-
sure accessibility. The teams from
Chaman District Administration,
PDMA, and NHA are working dili-
gently to restore normalcy.

Health and Emer-

gency Preparedness:
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Chaman Fida
Baloch, District Health Officer
(DHO) Dr. Naveed Badini, and
Medical Supclmlcndcnl (MS)
New DHQ Hospital Chaman,
Owais, along wnh the health ;laff
are closely monitoring emer-
gency preparedness in the area.
They have conducted site in-
spections on Kohdak Top and
surrounding roads to ensure that
medical and rescue services are
ready to respond to any emergen-
cies that may arise due to the
snowstorm.
Appreciation for

Efforts:

The Deputy Commissioner
praised the efforts of the officers
and staff involved in the snow
clearance operations. He com-
mended their hard work and dedi-
cation.
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Balochistan’s Climate Fund — A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Editori: communities, and deep- and environmental gov-
Balochistan has ens poverty. ernance, should be a top
taken a historic and  Stop Deforestation priority.
timely step by establish- The Climate Fund, The provincial
ing its first-ever Climate ~ ifimplemented transpar-  government’s commit-
Fund, a move that sig- ently and effectively, ment to reforms in gov-
nals the province’s rec- has the potential to be- ernance, education, and
ognition of the existen- come a lifeline for mil- healthcare is commend-
tial threat posed by glo-  lions. able, but the climate
bal warmingand climate It can provide the emergency must remain
change. In his recent financial base for disas- at the center of its devel-
meeting with British ter preparedness, early opmentagenda. Without
High Commissioner Jane  warning systems, refor- climate resilience, all
Marriott, Chief Minister ~estation, water manage- ~ other reforms risk bemg
Mir Sarfraz Bugti rightly ment, and community ~washed away by the next
underscored the ur- resilience projects. flood or crippled by the
gency of mobilizing re- Equallyimportant, itcan next drought.
sources to safeguard build trust between the Balochistan has
communities from natu- government and people shown leadership by
ral calamities that are by showing that saved creating this Climate
growing in frequency resources — likethe Rs. Fund.
and intensity. 14 billion curtailed from The next step is to
Floods In Bunair non-developmental ex- ensure that it does not
The tragic flash penditures —are being become another
floods in the Bunairarea invested in protecting underutilized policy ini-
of Khyber lives and livelihoods. tiative. Effective moni-
Pukhtoonkhwa this The BattleCannot Be toring, independent
month, which claimed Fought Alone oversight, and commu-
precious human lives, However, climate nity involvement will be
are a grim reminder of change is not a battle key to making it a suc-
Pakistan’s extreme vul- that Balochistan can cess.
nerability. The province  fight alone. Partner- In the face of global
sits on a fragile ecolo, ships with international warming, every delay
cal and seismic zone — allies, such as the carries a cost in human
prone not only to floods  United Kingdom, are lives and economic sta-
but also to recurring essential in bringing bility. The Chief Minis-
droughts, earthquakes, technical expertise, in- ter must now take al
and the looming threat novative solutions, and possible steps to trans-
of desertification. Each funding support. Train- late the promise of the
disaster further strains ing local institutions, Climate Fund into tan-
an already fragile infra- particularly in areas like gible protections for the
structure, displaces disaster management people of Balochistan.

Balochistan’s Education Crisis: Beyond
Numbers and Empty Promises

Syed Ali
Shah Analysis:
he  Balochi

mismanagement, and
hollow commitments
b " "

open skies or abandon
education altogether.
1 Is are

important, but without
strict monitoring and
such re-

government’s claim
that around 45,000
children have returned
toschools is being pre-

sented as a major
breakthrough in ad-
dressing the province’s
deep-rooted educa-
tion cri

While any increase in
enrollment deserves
acknowledgment, this
figure pales in com-
parison to the magni-
tude of the challenge.
More than 3.1 million
children in Balochistan
remain out of school,
a reality that exposes
decades of neglect,

y provin-
cial governments.
For years, educa-
tion in Balochistan has
been treated more as

aslogan than a serious
policy priority. Gov-
ernments have consis-
tently paid lip service
to the issue, announc-
ing plans, committees,
and reforms that
rarely translate into
meaningful change on
the ground.

The resultisa bro-
ken system where
thousands of schools
remain without proper
buildings, forcing chil-
dren to study under

not an exception but a

norm across vast parts

of the province.
Equally alarming

is the issue of so-
called “ghost teach-
ers” and ineffective
staffing.

Despite repeated
claims of reforms un-
der the School Based
Recruitment (SBK)
system, absenteeism,
political interference,
and lack of account-
ability continue to
cripple public educa-
tion.

Reviewing re-
cruitment processes is

views risk becoming
yet another burecau-
cratic exercise.

The return of

45,000 chlldrcn to
schools should not be
used to mask the
harsh truth: millions
are still deprived of
their  fundamental
right to education.
Poverty, insecurity,
poor infrastructure,
and weak governance
continue to push chil-
dren out of classrooms
and into labor, vulner-
ability, and hopeless-
ness.

If the Balochistan

government is serious
about change, it must
move beyond state-
ments and statistics.
Massive investment in
school infrastructure,
transparent teacher

management, commu-
nity-based enrollment
drives, and sustained
political will are essen-

=
B

Without tangible
action, promises will
remain empty, and an-
other generation of
Balochistan’s children
will be left behind.
Education cannot sur-
vive on rhetoric alone;
it demands urgent,
honest, and decisive
action.

Artificial Intelligence Just Taking Baby Steps

for the balance of
power. Hence, like
rtificial duction of generative nuclear weapons, Al
Intelligence(Al) is the Al into public space will further worsen se-
simulation ofhuman in- has further worsened curity dilemmas if used
telligence in computer the predicament of in- for the purpose of war.
systems. In simple formation flow. Al is a Major
words, Al enables ma- Through generative Threat to Human Cre-
chines to perform Al deep fakes are gen- ativity
tasks that require hu- erated. These deep Creativity is
man intelligence. Those fakes are difficult to unique characteristic of
tasks can be learning judge, as original or human beings due to
from past experiences, fake, for a person who which theybring devel-
solving problems, and has no knowledge of opment, prosperity,
making predictions AL The deep fakes can  modernization, and
based on provided data. be an image, a video, ~easiness in their lives.
Until now, Al has just or a voice note. Re- But man-made intelli-
started taking baby cently, in Slovakia’s gence is growing so
steps but it is growing 2023 elections, a fake
at a much rapld rate.  voice of a party’s
Every invention leader and a journalist
had various positive was shared on social
and negative impacts media, in which they
on human civilization. were lalkmg about pur-
According to Google’s  chasing votes from the
CEO, Sundar Pichai poor population. This
“Al will have a more voice badly reduced
profound impact on the vote bank of that
human beings than party during elections.
fire, electricity, and the Another example of
internet”. This innova- the deep fakes that cre-
tion also has both posi- ated uncertainty was
tive and negative im- pictures of the former
pacts on human beings. US president, Donald
If it is left unchecked Trump’s arrest, which
it will have adverse im- provoked his
pacts on human cre- supporter’s senti-
ativity, the job market, ments against the state.
and the flow of infor- Therefore, if the use of
mation. However, the generative Al is left un-
positive use of Al will checked, bad actors in
bring major advance- society will use it for
ments in medical sci- their own purposes
ence, education, agri- and spread wrong in-
culture, etc. In the fol- formation.
lowing paragraphs, the AT’s use in War
impacts of Al on hu- Using Al for the
mans are described.  purpose of Alwill have
Negative Impacts ferocious results. Be- rapidly that it has posed
H cause Al unlike hu- a grave threat to the
Alis a technologi- mans has no fear, creativity of God’s hu-
cal tool and its use can doesn’t commit mis- mankind. With only a
be both positive and takes, doesn’t get tired, few clicks and in some
negative, although, itis and has no mercy. So, seconds, an Al pro-
in the hands of human it can fight much bet- gram can write a book,
beings on how to use terthan asoldier. Thus, a novel, a poem, an as-
it. Following are some Countries are trying to  signment and an article.
negative impacts of Al develop Al fighters, Furthermore, it can
on humans. robots, and drones for sing a song, draw a
Deep Fakes the maximization of painting, solve a prob-
Through Generative power. This will at- lem, and make a predic-
tract the attention of tion. On the other side,
In the age of infor-  their rival countries to it takes much effort and
mation technology, build Al war machines time for a human to do

Syed Muhammad  misinformation is a
H major issue. The intro-

all these tasks. Due to
the lazy and comfort-
seeking nature of hu-
man beings, now they
mostly rely on Al to
perform these tasks.
With the passage of
time Al is learning more
skills and human’s reli-
ance on Al is further in-
creasing. This increase
in reliance on AT will
cause the death of cre-
ativity in humans.
Aland Job Market
“ Al is coming to
take your job”, this
news was seen on

many news platforms
when ChatGPT was
launched in Nov 2022.
As stated earlier, Al is
efficient and less time-
consuming in perform-
ing a task, Therefore,
it has made millions of
people jobless in almost
every field, whether
they are hotel waiters,
drivers, journalists,
software engineers and
content writers etc. Al-
driven cars neither
cross the speed limit

nor have sleep prob-
lems, y,

positively.

companies are manu-
facturing Al-driven
cars to avoid road ac-
cidents. Journalists and
content writers de-
mand huge salaries for
their work, while,
ChatGPT is a free Al
app that can do the
same tasks freely and
quickly. More interest-
mgly, Al Wlll replace its

n
tounders(Soﬂware
Engineers) who devel-
oped Al as Al can write

code and find errors in
it. To sum up, Al has
much potential to re-
place the human
workforce.

Positive Impacts
Al

Along with nega-
tive impacts, Al can
also be advantageous
for humans if used for
welfare purposes. In
the following para-
graphs, some advan-
tages of Al are de-
scribed if Al is used

can
ize the Medical Field Al
along with synthetic
biology can transform
the world shaped until
now. Al and synthetic
biology can eradicate
debilitating diseases,
and find treatments for
pandemics, thus pro-
viding health benefits.
Al has also made a lot
of achievements in the
field of surgery. Last
year, an Al robot per-
formed a successful
egg surgery in which

1

the inner layer of an egg
was stitched. Addition-
ally, an Al Chatbot can
also prescribe medi-
cines and treatment for
a disease based on the
provided symptoms. In
the coming years, Al
will further advance it-
selfin the medical field
and people will take nu-
merous benefits from
it.

Prediction Based
on Provided Data
Humans remain

curious to predict
things or the outcome
of events. If data is fed
to an Al, it can find
patterns in that data,
and based on those pat-
terns it can give pre-
dictions. For example:
Al can predict election
results, market demand
for a product, predict
weather etc. In the US
2020 presidential elec-
tions, an Al model was
trained to predict the
outcome of elections.
Tweets and Facebook
posts were fed to the
model from which Al
separated positive and
negative sentiments
about former US
President Trump and
current US President
Joe Biden. Based on the
high number of posi-
tive sentiments, the Al
model predicted that
Trump would win the
elections, and he won.
So, humans can take
advantage of this fea-
ture of Al and can reap
its benefits.

Boosting Agricul-
ture Through AT

Pakistan is an ag-
riculture-based coun-
try, and enhancing the
agriculture sector will
boost the country’s
economic  perfor-
mance. Al can increase
agricultural production
by predicting the best
time to cultivate and
harvest a crop. It is
also capable of identi-
fying soil conditions,
plant diseases, weather
forecasts, and when
plants need to be irri-
gated. Moreover, Al
can analyze the
market’s supply and
demand chain. AT will
be efficient in saving
the loss of water dur-
ing irrigation. Sec-
ondly, it will provide a
suitable

needs. To sum up,
equipping agriculture
with AT systems will
boost agricultural pro-
duction and prevent
heavy water losses.

Recommendations
for the Pakistani Gov-
ernment

The world has en-
tered into the race of Al
development. Fortu-
nately, Pakistan has a
huge human resource,
but making them skil-
ful in the field of Al'is
a hard task to do. All
provincial  govern-
ments should include
Al in the school cur-
riculum.

There should be an
Al portal for students,
from where they can
get updates about Al
developments around
the globe and jobs an-
nounced by the gov-
ernment. Furthermore,
universities must be di-
rected to increase prac-
tical work in Al rather
than theoretical.

Conclusion

In conclusion, AT
nevertheless advanta-
geous, poses a grave
threat to human civili-
zation. If Al is left un-
checked, it can spread
misinformation
through deep fakes,
worsen the status quo
of security dilemmas,
cause the death of hu-
‘man creativity, and take
jobs. So, all countries
should sit on a single
platform and form
laws to control the de-
velopment and intro-
duction of Al tools in
public space. In addi-
tion, Al companies
should include a water-
mark to the content
generated through Al
to cope with misinfor-
mation. In the end, Al
will be more hazardous

for the plants to grow
through maintaining
soil fertility and water

ifit gets

and moves physically
freely without being
dependant on humans.




NATIOANAL

Friday,January.23.2026

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

PM Shehbaz, CDF Munir
hold meetings on sidelines of
World Economic Forum

NEWS DESK:Prime Ishaq Dar met Turk- In his remarks,
Minister Shehbaz ish Foreign Minister the premier said Paki-
Sharif and Chief of Hakan Fidan on the stan “is moving for-
Defence Forces sidelines of the WEF, ward with a sense of |
(CDF) Field Marshal just before the signing achievement and a
Asim Muniron Thurs- ceremony for the sense of purpose”,
day held informal Board of Peace Char- notingadrop inthe in-
meetings with various ter. flation rate and a re-
world leaders on the In a post on X, duction in the policy
sidelines of the World Dar said he and the rate.
Economic  Forum field marshal met The premier also
(WEF) Annual meet- Fidan moments before met International
ing in Davos, Switzer-  the ceremony, writing, Monetary Fund (IMF)
land. “Pakistani and Turkish Managing Director
The two met with nations shareastrong K ristalina
Azerbaijan President bond which has stood Georgieva.According
Ilham Aliyev, US Sec- the test of time and is to the PMO, he
retary of State Marco cherished deeply by briefed Georgieva on
Rubio, and Saudi For- both nations.” the improvement in
eign Minister Prince The premier is on  Pakistan’s macroeco-

PTI slams govt’s decision to join Trump’s
Board of Peace

NEWS DESK:The PTI
on Thursday rejected
the government’s deci-
sion to join US President
Donald Trump’s *Board
of Peace’ initiative, stat-
ing that any such deci-
sions should be made
following consultation
with all stakeholders.

Originally meant to
oversee peace in Gaza
after Israel’s two-year
war on the Palestinian
enclave, the Board of
Peace’s charter envi-
sions a wider role in re-

olving international
conflicts.

A group of leaders
and senior officials from
19 countries — includ-
ing Pakistan — gathered
on stage on Thursday
with Trump at a signing
ceremony in Davos,
Switzerland, to put their
names to_the founding
charter of the body.

In a statement, the
PTIsaid it did not accept
the government’s deci-
sion to join the Board of
Peace.

party
emphasised that deci-
sions_of international
significance should al-
ways be made following
consultations with all

major political stake-
holders and with full
transparency.

“The government
should at least have di
cussed such a major de-
cision openly within the
available parliamentary
structures before moving
forward,” the statement,
posted on X, said.

The party added
that Pakistan’s participa-
tion in any international
peace initiative should

“complement and rein-
force the United Na-

tions’ multilateral sys-
tem”, rather than creat-
ing parallel power struc-
tures that could ad-
versely affect global
governance.

“Under  former
prime minister Imran
Khan’s leadership, [the]
PTI has consistently
emphasised that
Pakistan’s foreign policy
must safeguard national
sovereignty, uphold
constitutional norms,
and reflect a broad na-
tional consensus,” the

party said.It added that
the PTIstood with Pal-
estinians and, as such,
“will not accept any
plans against the wishes
of the people of Pales-
tine”.

“We are deeply
saddened and con-
cerned by the atrocities
and oppression they
continue to face, and we
strongly desire that the
Palestinian people
achieve their freedom
and secure their legiti-
mate rights.” the PTI

added, reiterating their
stance on the creation of
an independent Pales-
tinian state with Al-Quds
Sharif (Jerusalem) as its
capital.It added that this
position was articulated
by party founder Imran
during his tenure as
prime minister and re-
flected Pakistan’s com-
mitment to human rights
and international law.

“[The] PTI calls
upon the government of
Pakistan to withdraw
any formal participation
in the Board of Peace
until a complete consul-
tative process has been
conducted,” the PTI
said, outlining the vari-
ous steps of the pro-
cess.

These included
thorough parliamentary
scrutiny and debate,
consultation with all ma-
jor political leadership
~ including Imran —
and conducting a refer-
endum on the board’s
membership “to ensure
public confidence™.

“[The] PTI reiter-
ates that Pakistan must
continue to act as a re-
sponsible, principled,
and peace-oriented na-
tion.

Faisal bin Farhan, ac- a three-day visit to the nomic
cording to a statement  Swiss town (from stabilisation efforls
released by the Prime January 20-22), andis and progress on insti-
Minister’s  Office leading a high-level tutional reforms.
(PMO). delegation. P Shehbaz
PM Shehbaz and On Wednesday, stressed Pakistan’s
Field Marshal Munir the prime minister had commitment to fiscal

also attended US addressed a breakfast discipline, revenue
President Donald event at the Pakistan mobilisation and sus-
Trump’s address to Pavilion on the side- tainable d

President approves conﬁrmatlon, extension of
additional judges in three high courts

NEWSDESK:
President Asif Ali
Zardari on Thursday
approved the confir-
mation and

Ali Hadi and
Muhammad Jaffer
Raza.

In addition, a six-
month ion was

the statement said.

The prime minister
had also met Palestin-
ian Prime Minister
Mohammad Mustafa
on the sidelines of the
WEF.

world leaders at the lines of the WEF in

'WEF held on Wednes- Davos.

day. In the address, he
Field Marshal said that export-led

Munir and Deputy growth was the only

Prime Minister and way forward for Pa-

Foreign  Minister kistan.

Over 288,000 tickets issued under
e-challan system in Karachi since
October, Sindh IGP told

NEWS DESK:Over
288,000 e-tickets
have been issued un-
der the Traffic Regu-
lation and Citation Sys-
tem (TRACS) since
its launch in October
last year, it emerged on

which 52 per cent of
the tickets had been
delivered, while 48pc
were still under pro-
cess.

The IGP was in-
formed that the “rea-
son for the delay in

number plales theft,
mischief,” and other
illegal activities have
been blacklisted.

IGP Odho also “di-
rected traffic police to
work in collaboration
with district police to

Thursday. delivery was due to take action against the

Last year, the refusal to accept tick- blacklisted vehicles,”
Sindh governmenthad ets, change of address the press release said.
decided that e- or incomplete ad- He also issued in-

structions that the data
ofblacklisted vehicles
should be provided to
Safe City cameras,
Emergency Response
Vehicles and the Anti-
Vehicle Lifting Cell.

“Additional I1G
Karachi, prepare a
comprehensive plan
for action against
blacklisted vehicles,”
IGP Odho said.

The  statement
added that he also di-
rected traffic police to
ssue e-tickets through
smartphones on an
experimental basis.

He termed the
use of technology es-
sential to modern po-
licing, adding that the
“extraordinary steps
need to be taken to
make policing
simpler”.During the
meeting, it was als
decided to impose a
Rs100,000 fine on
heavy vehicles with-

challans for traffic vio-
lations would be deliv-
ered to vehicle own-
ers’ registered home
addresses.

The system was
officially inaugurated
in October and drew
a mix of praise and
criticism from the pub-
lic.

According to a
press release issued
from the office of
Sindh Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IG)
Javed Akhtar Odho, in
a meeting held at the
Central Police Office
Karachi today, the
newly appointed 1G
reviewed the perfor-
mance of the new
traffic system.
During the meet-
ing, the deputy inspec-
tor general of traffic
police briefed Odho
that “so far, over
288,000 e-tickets
have been generated

dress,” and that rede-
livery was underway.

The IGP was fur-
ther briefed that
71?percent of the tick-
ets issued had been
paid by citizens, while
a significant percent-
age were waived as
they were first-time
offences.

“So far, 7,681
complaints have been
registered against the
e-challan system, out
of which 81pc have
been resolved and an-
other 19pc are under
review,” according to
the briefing.It further
emerged that 12,000
vehicles have been
blacklisted under the
ticketing system since
October 27.

The IGP was
briefed that under the
new em, vehicles
associated with “non-
transfer of ownership
rights, fake number

under TRACS,” outof plates, incomplete out trackers.

of the tenure of addi-
tional judges of the
Sindh, Lahore and
Peshawar High
Courts.

In line with the
recommendations of
the Judicial Commis-
sion of Pakistan and

on the advice of Prime
Minister  Shehbaz
Sharif.

For the Sindh High
Court, the president
approved the confir-
mation of 10 additional
judges.

They include Jus-
tices Miran
Muhammad  Shah,
Tasneem Sultana,
Riazat Ali Sahar,
Muhammad Hasan,
Abdul Hamid Bhurgi,
Jan Ali Junejo, Nisar
Ahmed Bhanbhm A]l
Haider R
Muhammad Osman

granted to Justices
Khalid Hussain
Shahani and Syed Faiz
ul Hassan Shah.

In the Lahore
High Court, 11 addi-
tional judges were con-
firmed.

They are Justices
Hassan Nawaz
Makhdoom, Malik
‘Wagar Haider Awan,
Sardar Akbar Ali,
Syed Ahsan Raza
Kazmi,

Malik Javed
Igbal Wains,
Muhammad Jawad
Zafar, Khalid Ishagq,
Malik  Muhammad
Awais Khalid, Ch. Sul-
tan Mahmood,
Tanveer Ahmad
Sheikh and Abher Gul

of Justice Tariq
Mahmood Bajwa as
an additional judge of
the Lahore High
Court.

For the Peshawar
High Court, the confir-
mation of six additional
judges was approved.

They include Jus-

an.

The president also
approved a six-month
extension in the tenure

tices  Muhammad
Tariq Afridi, Abdul
Fayaz, Salah ud Din,

Sadiq Ali, Syed
Mudasser Ameer and
Jawad

Qaz

Ehsanullah.
A six-month ex-
tension was also
granted to Justices

Farah Jamshed, Inam
Ullah Khan, Sabit
Ullah Khan and
Aurangzeb.

The approvals
complete a significant
round of judicial con-
firmations and exten-
sions across the three
high courts.

Sindh home minister orders inquiry as journalist arrested
for allegedly firing, injuring citizen in Karachl

NEWS DESK:Sindh
Home Minister Ziaul
Hassan Lanjar on Thurs-
day ordered an inquiry
after Model Colony po-
lice arrested journalist
Shahab Salman for alleg-
edly firinga gun and in-
juringa person.

The journalist’s ar-
rest came after a first in-
formation report (FIR)
was registered against
him under Sections 34
(acts done by several
persons in furtherance
of common intention),
324 (attempted murder)
and 337A(i) (causing a
head injury) of the Paki-
stan Penal Code.

The complainant,
who operates a “cable
network”, alleged that
he and his friends had
met for tea at a restau-
rant on Wednesday
night, when Salman and
three others drew a pis-
tol and started firing, re-
sulting in a bullet injury
to his thigh.

He furiher alleged
that the suspect was
spreading fake news
against him on social
media for “blackmailing
purposes™.

Sub;cqucnlly, the
Sindh home minister
took notice of the arrest
and sought details from
the Korangi senior su-
perintendent of police
(SSP), according to a
statement.

“Merit, transpar-
ency and impartialit
should be given focus,”
Lanjar said in the state-
ment, adding that all me-
dia organisations should
be taken into confidence
and that a thorough in-
quiry be conducted.

“I assure my jour-
nalist brethren that merit
and transparency will be

Colony. She said her
husband had exposed

ensured during police
investigation,”  he

performing his pmlc;-
sional duties”, leading
the complainant to
“threaten him”.
“Suspects riding
four motorcycles on
Wednesday night ar-
rived at the restaurant
and threatened my hus-
band,” she alleged i in her
application.  “He
(Salman) took out a li-
censed pistol and re-
sorted to firing in self-
defence,” she said.

he further stated
that they had sought
protection from the po-
lice, which was not pro-
vided and accused the
suspects of “being sup-
ported by political ele-
ments”. She further al-
leged that the suspects
beat her husband while

Colony superintendent
of police (SP) and SP In-
vestigation had been ap-
pointed as investigating
officers for the inquiry.
statement
quoted the Korangi SSP
as saying that the two
officials should ensure
merit and transparency
in the inquiry and that a
complaint = by the
Jjournalist’s wife should
‘alsobe made a part of the
robe.
Salman’s wife had
filed an application with

the Model Colony po-
lice alleging that certain

elements wanted to oc-
cupy the land of a bus
terminal in Model

he was in police cus-
od:

Meanwhile, sepa-
rate statements issued
by the Karachi Press
Club (KPC) and Karachi
Union of Journalists
(KUJ) condemned the
arrest.

“Arrestinga person
who opened fire in self-
defence instead of the
attacker is worrying,”
the KUJ’s president and
secretary said in a joint
statement.

It added that some
clements had been
threatening Salman for
reporting the news over
several days and that af-
ter opening fire in self-
defence, Salman himself
had approached the po-
lice for help but was re-
fused.

“Not only did they
file a case against him,

aiding the criminals, but
they refused to accept
his wife’s application,”
the statement added.

notice of this matter and
bring justice to the jour-
nalist [and] the authori-
ties should ensure a
transparent investiga-
tion,” the statement said.

e KPC also de-
manded that Salman be
released immediately
and that an impartial in-
vestigation be con-
ducted into the incident.

“KPC President
Fazil Jamili, Secretary
Aslam Khan and the ex-
ecutive council have ex-
pressed deep concern
over the attempted at-
tack on Salman, a senior
member of the press
club, and his subse-
quent arrest,” the state-
ment said.It noted that
Salman was a “respon-
sible and professional
journalist™ and that if he
were threatened or at-
tacked, law enforcement
agencies’ first responsi-
bility should be to pro-
vide protection to him
and take action against
the real suspects.

““Arresting a senior
journalist on the basis of
self-defence is upset-
ting and concerning,
while the impression
that the victim should be
blamed instead of the
complainant is also ex-
tremely dangerous,” the
statement added.

The KPC, along-
side demanding
Salman’s release and a
transparent probe, de-
manded the assurance
that journalists woul
not face harassment or
retaliation while carrying
out their duties.
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24 Punjab Police stenographers promoted

According to a
Punjab Police spokes-
person a meeting of the
Promotion board was
held under the chair-

LAHORE (INP): The
promotion process in
Punjab Police is con-
tinuing at a fast pace,
with 24 stenographers
promoted to the rank of manship of DIG Estab-
senior scale stenogra- lishment-II Captain
pher. (retd) Liaqat Ali Malik,

during which cases
were reviewed in ac-
cordance with the pre-
scribed rules and merit
criteria.

The spokesperson
said that 24 stenogra-

cligibility requirements,

fications.
C

promoted officers, IGP The promoted of-

Rehman,  Abdul

Sarwar, Zahid Ahmad

were approved for pro- Punjab Dr. Usman ficers are Tanveer Rasheed, Mehboob Khan, Zeeshan Ali,
motion. AIG Admin Anwar directed them Rashid, Muhammad Alam, Muhammad Adnan,
and Security Asad Ejaz  to continue performing Faisal Shahzad, Tariq Mahmood, Sajid Ali, Saddam
Malhi has issued the their duties with Muhammad Ahmad,Ali Muhammad Shakoor, Hussain Shah, Shahid
formal promotion noti- greater dedication, in- Gohar, Safdar Ali, Muhammad Kashif, Rasool, Waheed
tegrity and profes- Muhammad Imran, Muhammad Javed, Ahmad and
sional i Yaseen Bashir, Abdul Mohsin Raza, Azeem Usman.

phers, who fulfilled the
2 ¥

RAWALPIND Daily wage laborers sit around bonllre to warm lhemselvesdurmg
cold & cloudy weather at Raja Bazar.

SC dismisses civil
petition in long-
standingland dispute

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Supreme Court of
Pakistan has dismissed

Govt submits report
to IHC seeking
suspension of Imran

Khan's X account
ISLAMABAD posts from Imran

clared non-maintainable
on different grounds.
The Supreme Court

(INP): The govern- Khan’s account. | acivil petition ina long- observed that the peti-
ment has submitted a However, despite | Standing land dispute, tioners had repeatedly
report to the three formal requests refusing to grant leave filed litigation on the
Islgmabad High Court over the asllhrge and toappeal against the im- - same cause of action,

D pugned judgment. which is prohibited un”

(THC) regarding sus-
pension of the X ac-
count of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf

a half years, X re-
jected most of them
and blocked only one
post from the latest

According to a writ-
ten detailed verdict is-
sued by the Supreme
Court, a two-member

dercivil law. Referring to
the Doctrine of Election
and relevant provisions
of the Code of Civil Pro-

(pn) founder Imran request. bench comprising Jus- cedure, the court held

The PTA in- | ticeShahidBilal Hassan that once a party

Awo,dmg to the formed the court that | and_Justice Shakil chooses one forum, it
Ahmad d the cannot 1

it had asked social
media companies to
register with the au- | 2025 filed by Masrat
thority in Pakistan, but | Safia Khanum and oth-
these companies nei- | ers.

ther registered nor ap-
pointed focal persons
in the country.

The court was
also told that social
media ies reg-
istered in their home
countries do not con-
sider  themselves
bound by the laws of
other states. Com-
plaints from other
countries, the PTA
said, are reviewed by
these platforms strictly
under their own inter-
nal policies rather than
local laws.

report presented by
the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority
(PTA), the govern-
ment has been at-
tempting for the past
three and a half years
to block Imran Khan’s
X account. The PTA
first wrote to X on
August 21, 2022, re-
questing suspension of
the account.

A subsequent re-
quest was sent on
April 18, 2024, citing
convictions in the
Toshakhana, cipher,
and iddat cases.

The report further
stated that on Novem-
ber 27,2025, the PTA
asked X to block 47

ion after hearing
i Ponion o333 o

or subsequently ap-
proach a parallel forum.
'he verdict further
stated that all three sub-
ordinate courts had
The petition had unanimously held the
challenged the petitioners to be legally
Islamabad High Court’s - disqualified, and the pe-
Judgmcnl dated June 3, titioners’ counsel failed
to raise any substantial
legal point warranting
interference by the Su-
preme Court.
Consequently, the
court ruled that leave to
appeal could not be
granted.
The Supreme Court
dismissed the civil peti-
tion, holding that the
case did not involve any
legal defect or constitu-
tional question, and
therefore declined to
grant leave to appeal.

India releases additional water into
Sutlej, raise alarm near Kasur

LAHORE  (INP):
India’s water aggres-
sion continued late last
night when it released
more water into the
Sutlej River, resulting
in a steady rise in wa-
ter levels on the Paki-
stani side near Kasur.

According to the
details, India has once
again resorted to wa-
ter aggression by re-
leasing water into the
Sutlej River under the
cover of darkness,
raising concerns of
flooding and economic
disruption downstream
in Pakistan.

This is not the first
instance of such ac-
tion, as India has re-
peatedly been accused
of using sudden water

The court noted
that the " pre-
decessor, the late
Mehboob Sultan, had
filed asuit in 1991 seck-
ing cancellation of a ba-
sic mutation No. 1670/
1940. The suit had been
dismissed at all stages,
including the trial court,
appellate court, and re-
view proceedings.
Subsequently, two
more suits of a similar
nature were also de-

Director General
PDMA Irfan Ali
Kathia said that water
flows in the Sutlej and
Ravi rivers largely de-
pend on releases from
across the border,
emphasising the vul’
nerability ot down-
stream areas to sud-
den discharges.

In response,
alerts have been is-
sued to the Health, Ir-
rigation, Communica-
tion and Works, Local
Government, and
Livestock Depart-
ments, directing them
to remain on standby
and ensure prepared-
ness for any emer-
gency situation arising
from the rising water
levels.

levels on the Pakistani
side near Bhikki Wind
in Kasur.

The Provincial
Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA)
Punjab had issued a
flood alert for Ganda
Singh Wala on the
Sutlej River, warning
of a moderate flood
within two days due to
upstream water re-
leases.

According to the
latest PDMA report,
the flow of water in
the Sutlej River has
reached 59,000
cusecs at Ganda Singh
Wala and 31,000
cusecs at Head
Sulemanki, triggering
helghlened monitoring
by authorities.

releases as a tool to
destabilise
Pakistan’s economy
and disrupt the daily
lives of people living
along riverbanks.

Several reports
from late 2025 docu-
mented similar inci-
dents in which abrupt
discharges into the
Sutlej River caused
flooding in Pakistani
territory.

Earlier, on Octo-
ber 7, 2025, the
24NewsHD TV chan-
nel reported that
India’s water aggres-
sion continued late last
night when it released
another 60,000 cusecs
of water into the Sutlej
River, resulting in a
steady rise in water

(QUETTA: Head of Aurat foundation Yasmin Mughal along with Israr Ahmed Umrani
[Assistant Inspector General (AIG) of Gender speaks on seminar “ Violence on|
'Woman” orginzed by Aurat foundation.

Punjab CM announces telemedicine system,
launch of cardiac surgery services in Jhand

JHANG  (INP): here on Wednesday.
Punjab Chief Minister She said the gov-
Maryam Nawaz ernment is committed

Sharif announced the
introduction of a prov-
ince wide
telemedicine system
and the launch of car-
diac surgery services
at the District Head-
quarters Hospital in
Thang, as part of the
government’s efforts
to ensure quality
healthcare at people’s
doorsteps.
Addressing the in-
augural ceremony of a
cath lab in Jhang, the
chief minister said
construction of the
Nawaz Sharif Medi-
cal District in Lahore
would begin in March,
said a handout issued

to providing equal
treatment facilities to
all citizens, regardless
of financial status, and
that there will be no
distinction between
the poor and the afflu-
ent in access to
healthcare.

Xxpressing satis-
faction over the es-
tablishment of a cath
lab in aremote district,
she said timely medi-
cal intervention during
the golden hour of a
heart attack could
save lives. She ob-
served a cardiac pro-
cedure at the Jhang
cath lab and noted that
patients were now be-

ing treated locally in-
stead of being referred
to Lahore.

The chief minister
said patients had in-
formed her that while
they were given ap-
pointments several
months later in larger
cities, procedures in
Jhang are being com-
pleted in just 48 hours,
which she described
as a result of im-
proved governance
and administrative sup-
port. She said 16 cath
labs have been
launched across,
Punjab within weeks
and months, while car-
diology institutes had
been established in
Sahiwal, Murree and
Sargodha. She added

that patients from other
provinces, including
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
were also receiving
treatment in Punjab,
rcﬂutmg the
province’s inclusive
healthcare policy.

The chief minister
said dialysis cards al-
lowed patients to re-
ceive treatment worth
up to one million ru-
pees, while clinics on
wheels and field hos-
pitals had provided
treatment to over 20
million people. She
said free medicines
worth Rs100 billion are
being provided across
Punjab, along with
home delivery of es-
sential drugs, including
insulin.

Mohsin Naqyvi praises
Mufti Muneeb, others
for their role in
maintaining peace,
stability in country

ISLAMABAD (INP): ing the issues.

Federal Interior Minister Speaking on the oc-
Mohsin Naqvi and Min- ~ casion, Interior Minister
ister of State for Interior Mohsin Naqvi said that
Talal Chaudhry held a Mufti Muneeb-ur-
meeting with a delega- Rehman is respected by
tion led by the Grand alland has always advo-
Mufii of Pakistan, Mufii cated unity, harmony,
Muneeb-ur-Rehman. and national cohesion.

Interior Minister He added that Mufti
Mohsin Naqvi paid trib- Muneeb-ur-Rehman
ute to the services of plays an important role
Mufti  Muneeb-ur- in keeping the nation
Rehman and other reli- united and emphasized,
gious scholars for their *“We are all one, and Pa-
role inmaintaining peace ~ kistan comes first.”
and stability in the coun- Minister of State
try. He assured the del- Talal Chaudhry said that
egation that their issues — the services of religious
would be addressed, scholars for Pakistan are
and it was agreed during  commendable.
the meeting that these Mufti Muneeb-ur-
issues would be thor- Rehman offered prayers
oughly reviewed and for the integrity, devel-
concrete steps would be opment, stability, and
taken for their resolu- prosperity of the coun-
tion. In this regard, a
committee has been
constituted under the
chairmanship of Minis-
ter of State for Interior
Talal Chaudhry.

Mufti Muneeb-ur-
Rehman and other re-
spected religious schol-
ars will also be members
of the committee.

The committee will
present viable recom-
mendations for resolv-

ry.

The delegation in-
cluded Allama Liaquat
Hussain Azhari, Mufti
Abid Mubarak Madani,
and Malik Muhammad
Ibrahim.

Federal Secretary
Interior Muhammad
Khurram Agha, IG
Islamabad Police Ali
Nasir Rizvi, and other
officials were also
present on the occasion.

Govt to focusi on
relief for salaried class
in coming budget

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has directed that
no mini budget will be
introduced this fiscal as
the government works
on a comprehensive
budget strategy for the
next financial year focus-
ing on relief for the sala-
ried class and industrial
sector.

Official sources on
Wednesday told Dunya
News that the govern-
ment would attempt to
bridge the tax shortfall
through enhanced rev-
enue collection rather
than imposing new taxes.
Efforts would be made
to persuade the IMF to
agree to no additional
taxes during the remain-
ing period of the current
fiscal year, they added.

According to the
sources alternative mea-
sures would be adopted
to increase tax revenues
while efforts to curb
smuggling would be in-
tensified. Action against
tax evaders and non-fil-
ers would continue,
with the Federal Board
of Revenue stepping up
enforcement.

A special wing of
the FBR has been audit-
ing non-filers who dis-
play lavish lifestyles on
social media platforms,
including X (formerly
Twitter), Facebook,
Instagram, and TikTok.

Covert operations are re-
portedly underway to
collect data and take ac-
tion against such indi-
viduals, they continued.

Work has begun on
the directive of prime
‘minister on providing re-
liefto the salaried class,
and a strategy is bcmg
formulated for inclusion
in the upcoming federal
budget. The prime min-
ister has also instructed
authorities to prepare
proposals to reduce tax
rates for industries, the
sources revealed.

Under anew indus-
trial policy to be an-
nounced in the next bud-
get, a reduction in the
super tax rate for the
manufacturing sector
has been planned. As
part of structural reforms
the super tax rate for the
manufacturing sector
will be gradually reduced
to 5 percent over the next
four years. Subject to the
achiévement of a primary
balance surplus the su-
per tax will be abolished
in the fifth year, they
stated.

“The government
believes that these mea-
sures will support eco-
nomic growth, encour-
age industrial activity
and provide much
needed reliefto salaried
individuals amid ongo-
ing fiscal challenges,”
concluded the sources.

TTA: Provincial Health Minister Bukth Muhammad Kakar awarding certificate among doctors|

QUE
during closing day of Health Leadership Conference.

M-P calls for federal control of Karachi

with economic capital status

KARACHI (INP):
The Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) has de-
manded that Karachi
be placed under fed-
eral control and de-
clared the country’s
economic capital.
According to the
report, MQM-P Se-
nior Deputy Convener
and Federal Minister
of National Health
Services, Regulation
and Coordination,
Syed Mustafa Kamal,
addressed a press
conference on Thurs-
day and said that

Karachi should imme-
diately be made the
economic capital of
Pakistan and brought
directly under the con-
trol of the federation.
He expressed a
deep sorrow, grief and
anger over the recent
Gul Plaza tragedy in
Karachi, where doz-
ens of people were
burnt alive, several
others injured, and
around 1,200 shops
damaged after a mas-
sive fire led to the col-
lapse of the building.
Mustafa Kamal
said the city could no

longer bear such
losses. He said that
the people of Karachi
were looking towards
the state for protection
and governance.
“How much more
blood are we ex-
pected to give, how
many more tragedies
must we endure, and
how many more bod-
ies must we offer?” he
asked. While lament-
ing the Gul Plaza inci-
dent, he questioned
who would guarantee
that it would be the
last such tragedy in
Karachi.

The MQM-P
leader said the city
was witnessing killings,
children were falling
into open gutters and
manholes, and yet
there was no effective
governance to address
these issues.

He further said
that the 18th Constitu-
tional Amendment
was doing genocide to

Karachiites and
claimed that the
amendment had
brought no real benefit
to the common people,
particularly those living
in Karachi.
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UN Resident Coordinator Commends Balochistan’s Digital
Health Reforms During Quetta Visit

United Nauom Resident
and Humanitarian Coor-
dinator in Pakistan, Mr.
Mohamed Yahya, has
praised Balochistan for
its rapid progress in digi-
tizing the provincial
health system, describ-
ing it as a major step to-
ward transparent gover-
nance and improved
healthcare delivery.
Duringa high-level
visit to the Directorate
General of Health Ser-
vices (DGHS) in Quetta,
the UN delegation re-
viewed key advance-
ments under the

Balochistan Health

Management Informa-
tion System (BHMIS)
and other digital health
plalfom1s

Yahya appreci-
ated (he leaderehlp of Di-
rector General Health
Services Dr. Ghulam
Farooq Hoth and ac-
knowledged the efforts
of the provincial health
department in adopting
technology-driven solu-
tions.

Highlighting the im-
pact of digital health re-
forms, Mr. Yahya said
modern data systems are

Commissioner Quetta Division
Shahzeb Khan Kakar Inspects Plaza
Damaged by Fire in Llaqat Bazaar

port: Commissioner
Kakar assured the
traders that the
Balochistan govern-
ment would not leave
them in distress and
would provide all pos-
sible assistance. He
emphasized that the
government stands by
the victims and is com-
mitted to restoring
their losses. Efficient

QUETTA : Commis-
sioner Quetta Division,
Shahzeb Khan Kakar,
today conducted a de-
tailed inspection of the
plaza in Liaqat Bazaar
that was severely af-
fected by a fire. Dur-
ing the visit, he was

nied by
President  of  the
Balochistan Traders
Association, Rahim
Khan Kakar, along
with other pmmmcnt

traders' association
about the nature of the
incident and the exten-
sive losses incurred
due to the fire. Meet-
ing with Affected
Traders: Commi

sioner Kakar met with
the affcctcd traders

d k s to
hear about their con-
cerns.

He assured them
of full support and
stated that once the

Rescue Operations:

NASEERABAD:
Commissioner  of
Naseerabad Division,
Salahuddin Noorzi, has
emphasized the impor-
tance of making the
upcoming polio eradi-
cation campaign a
success.

The campaign will
run from February 2 to
February 6, with a tar-
get to vaccinate over
400,000 children in the
region. Noorzi
stressed that achieving
this target requires se-
rious, effective, and
coordinated efforts
from all involved.

Addressing the
Divisional Task Force
for Polio Eradication,
Noorzi stated that no
compromises would
be tolerated during the
campaign,

and a strict moni-
toring system will be in
place to ensure the ef-
fectiveness of field

fire after several hours
of intense effort. For-
tunately, no loss of life
was reported, though
significant damage to
commercial goods and
properties occurred.
Financial Loss
and Government’s
Support: The fire
caused severe finan-
cial losses, damaging
goods and property.
The Commissioner
assured that the gov-

lously followed, and
any gaps in house-to-
house targeting or
planning need to be
promptly addressed to
guarantee success
across the division.
Dr. Yasir Baloch,
WHO's Divisional
Coordinator, briefed
the attendees on the
preparations for the
campaign, including

lraders and sh district ernment of
and police completed quick and Balochistan would | 1€3MS- ) ;argcls ‘;‘"d chal-
Kcynghllghts of the investigation and - response from various take high-level stepsto | . He also  high-lenges. The meeting,
the Visit: legal procedures, the agencies, including address these dam- ighted that the micro- - which w. n

authorities would for-
ward recommenda-
tions to higher officials
for compensation to
the affected busi-
aged plaza and shops. nesses. Government’s Their prompt ac-
He was briefed by the  Commitment to Sup- tion helped control the

),
s

it Sb Mide - 2005

Rescue 1122, Fire Bri-
gade, District Admin-
istration, and other
concerned depart-
ments.

Inspection of Af-
fected Areas: Com-
missioner Kakar thor-
oughly examined vari-
ous parts of the dam-

ol n-aw x Bank Guirarine
i Tandar Decemi

plans for polio vacci-
nation must be meticu-

by District Health Of-

ages and provide the ficer Dr. Ayaz

necessary

strengthening health
sector governance, sup-
porting real-time and evi-
dence-based decision-
making, and enhancing
service delivery, particu-
larly in remote and
underserved areas of
Balochistan. He termed
the provinge’s progress
encouraging  and
aligned with global best
practices in public
health management. The
visit also reaffirmed the
United Nations’ contin-
ued support for provin-
cial heallh sector reforms
in Pakistan and under-
scored the importance of
collaboration between
the Government of
Balochistan and interna-
tional partners to build
resilient and inclusive
health systems.
Balochistan’s digital
transformation ~ in
healthcare includes the
implementation of
DHISZ Al-enabled

S, , and in-
legraled complaml and
pharmacy management
modules. These initia-
tives are part of a
broader push toward
digital health gover-
nance.

Polio Eradication Campaign in Naseerabad
Division: 4 Lakh Chlldren tobe Vaccmated

Hussain Jamali, Dr.
Zahir Hussain
Umarani, Dr. Ghulam
Yaseen Dajli, Dr.
Noman, and other dis-
trict officials and doc-
tors, was conducted
through a video link.
The commissioner fur-
ther directed that all
shortcomings identi-
fied in previous cam-
paigns should be rec-
tified before the next
meeting to ensure the
set targets are met.
Additionally,

Noorzi empha-

sized the importance
of focusing on the Ex-
panded Program on
Immunization (EPI) to
protect children from
not only polio but also
other communicable
diseases.

With the strong
commitment from lo-
cal officials, health ex-
perts, and the commu-
nity, Naseerabad Divi-
sion aims to take a si
nificant step forward in
the fight against polio,
ensuring a healthier
future for its children.

tion to the victims. Fu-
ture Safety Measures:

The ommis-
sioner praised the ef-

Loralaai Division Takes
Swift Action After Rain:

LORALAAL: Following the recent rainfall in
Loralaai, Chief Officer of the Municipal Committee,
Mohibuilah Khan Baloch, under the direct instruc-
tions of Commissioner of Loralaai Division, Wali
Muhammad Barich,
conducted an on-site inspection of the situation
that emerged in the city.

The heavy rainfall had caused roads to be
blocked and water to accumulate in several areas,
prompting immediate action.

firefighting operation
and stressed that mea-
sures would be taken
to strengthen safety
protocols and prevent
such incidents in the
future.
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Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) flags tax evasnon in Sindh solar imports

NEWS DESK:Another
episode of massive un-
der-invoicing for tax eva-
sion and trade-based
money laundering
through the import of
solar kits came to light
before a parliamentary
committee, which ex-
pressed serious displea-
sure over the continued
absence of the minister
for economic affairs and
provincial secretaries.

The Senate Secre-
tariat released selected
operational parts of a
report presented to the
Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Economic Af-
fairs by the Federal
Board ~of Revenue
(FBR), detailing grave ir-
regularities in the import
of solar home system
kits under the Sindh So-
lar Energy Project
(SSEP).

The report revealed
that solar kits were de-
clared at $16-$23.4 per
unit for tax purposes by
contractors, while pay-
ments of up to $112.44
per unit, or about 700
per cent higher, were
‘made by the World Bank
for the SSEP, reflecting
adifference of $89-96 per
unit. Investigations are
underway into trade-
based money launder-
ing, tax evasion, fund
layering and violations
of foreign exchange
rules.

According to the
report, M/s Beyond
Green, Karachi, imported

under the SSEP with M/
s Shenzhen LEMI Tech-
nology Development Co
Ltd, China, revealed a
contractual price of ap-
melmalely$ 112,44 per
it, excluding duties ang
taxes. The World Bank
reportedly paid this
amount directly to the
su}g)ller the FBR report
sal

tween December 2024
and July 2025 through
clearing agent M/s Vista
Impex. The goods were
declared under HS
Codes 8501.7210 and
8501.711, attracting zero
customs du . 18pc sales
tax, 3pc ade monal sales
tax and zero income tax.
Declared unit values
ranged from $16.1 to

Subsequent verifi-
cation revealed that the
goods  declarations
(GDs) submitted to the
Sindh government were
either fake or tampered
with, a fact officially
conveyed on Oct9, 2025.
Further investigation
showed that the same
kits were supplied to the

10 consignments com- $23.4, and four consign-  Sindh government at For tax purposes,
rising 200,968 solar ments were cleared manifold higher prices.  the transactional value
Eome system units be- through the Green Chan- Official contracts was worked out at

(EACE). A forensic audit
has also been approved
and is underway, while
the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB)
has taken cognisance of
the case and is actively
investigating.

n these revela-
tions, committee chair-
man Saifullah Abro
asked whether any sus-
pensions of suspected
officials had taken place
and was informed that
no suspensions had oc-
curred so far, He directed
that a letter be written to
the chief minister to en-
sure that all individuals
involved were held ac-
countable.

Minister’s absence

Earlier, the Senate
panel expressed sharp
criticism over the contin-
ued absence of Minister
for Economic Affairs
Ahad Khan Cheema and
senior bureaucrats, as
well as the participation
of junior officers from
provincial governments,
terming it a serious dis-
regard for parliamentary
oversight.An additional
secretary from the Eco-
nomic Affairs Division
informed the committee
that the minister was at-
tending the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos.
The explanation failed to
satisfy the senators,

e A
routed through UAE-
based entities, raisin;
alarms of trade-base
money laundering, for-
eign exchange vncfauons
and fund layering, The
case has been referred

$103.08 perunit, leading
to the forwarding of 10
contraventions to cus-
toms adjudication au-
thorities. Show-cause
notices have been is-
sued and the matter is

period ended on July 31,
2025, butaround 30, 000
solar kits out 0f200,000
could not be distributed
within the planned pe-
riod and would now be
handled under a sepa-

pending for under rate with PPP Senator Waqar

The Senate commit- the Anti-Money Laun- Following the iden-  Mehdi remarking that he

tee was inf-or-med that dering Act 2010, whilea tification of discrepan- did not recall the minis-

fake invoices amounting - comprehensive sales tax ~ cies, the Sindh cabinet  ter ever attendinga com-

to$12.5 millionwerealso audit ~ has_ been had on Dec 1, 2025 re- mittee meeting and de-

ition, The com- ferred the matter to the manding  that the

evidence suggested mmee was told that the - Enquiries and Anti-Cor- minister’s chair be re-
third-party remittances SSEP i ruption moved.

Aurangzeb holds ADB
talks on reforms at Davos

NEWS DESK:Federal
Muinister for Finance and
Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb
held a series of meetings
in Davos on the side-
lines of the World Eco-
‘nomic Forum (WEF) An-
nual Meeting, focusing
on Pakistan's economic
reform agenda, interna-
tional partnerships and minister pointed to eas-
investment-led growth.  ing inflation, declining
toanof- poli
ficial statement issued ing foreign exchange re-
on Wednesday, the fi- serves and improving
nance minister met investor sentimentas in-
Masato Kanda, Presi- dicators reflecting re-
dent of the Asian Devel- newed confidence in the

NEWS DESK:The
World Bank has warned
that escalating regional
conflicts, climate shocks
and tighter global finan-
cial conditions pose sig-
nificant downside risks
to economic recovery
across the Middle East,
North Africa, Afghani-
stan and Pakistan
(MENAAP) region, with
Pakistan among the
most exposed econo-

dent for his support and
guidance, noting that
Pakistan's relationship
with the Bank had en-
tered a more strategic
phase. He said the past
year marked a shift to-
wards macroeconomic
stability and that the
positive trajectory was
continuing. The finance

energy sector and efforts
to advance sustainable
and clean energy solu-
tions. The finance min-
ister outlined measures
aimed at improving effi-
ciency and strengthen-
ing systems to support
long-term_economic
sustainability. Both
sides agreed to maintain
close coordination to | yieg due to its climate
identify practical solu-| vyinerability and fragile
tions for_inclusive | security environment.

growth, while the ADB "Frontier market
president emphasised economles haven't lived
the role of private sec- | up to potential since
tor participation and 2 10 " the report said.

timely delivery of devel- In its Global Eco-

opment Bank (ADB), to  reform process. opment outcomes. Sepa- | nomic Prospects, Janu-
review ongoing cco- The finance minis- rately, Aurangzeb met | ary 2026 report, the
nomic reforms and dis- ter also briefed the ADB Hassan EI Houry, Chair- | World Bank noted that

while growth across
emerging  markets
proved more resilient
than expected in 2025,
the outlook remains
clouded by heightened

cuss ways to deepen the
long-standing partner-
ship between Pakistan
and the multilateral
lender. During the meet-
ing, the ADB president
said Pakistan was enter-
ing an important phase
of economic transforma-
tion, citingrenewed mo-
mentum in reforms and
improving market confi-
dence. He highlighted
ADB's expanding en-
gagement in Pakistan
and reaffirmed the
Bank's commitment to
continued  support
through a close working

ighac '8

president on progress in
structural reforms, par-
ticularly the
government's focus on
privatisation and private
sector participation. He
said recent initiati

had generated market
interest and helped es-
tablish benchmarks, with
additional projects in the
pipeline across several
sectors. Aurangzeb
stressed the importance
of continued engage-
ment with development
partners, including
ADB, to support reforms
and unlock growth.

person of Menzies Avia-
tion, to discuss coopera-
tion in the aviation sec-
tor. The meeting focused
on airport services, op-
erational efficiency and
potential i op-
portunities linked to
Pakistan's reform and
privatisation agenda.

e finance minis-
ter briefed El Houry on
the overnment's
privatisation plans, in-
cluding progress related
to Pakistan International
Airlines, and plans to
outsource operations at
major  airports in

1 d, Karachi and

For (he MENAAP
region, major risks in-
clude the re-escalation

of armed conflicts,
spillovers from geopo-
litical tensions, extreme
weather events, volatile
oil and commodity
prices, and the possibil-
ity of tighter global fi-
nancial conditions that
could restrict capital
flows to vulnerable
2 Pakistan's
thanked the ADB presi- Lahore. position within this risk

also
covered reforms in the

World Bank flags risks to economy

buffers, conditions that
closcly mirror Pakistan's
current

landscape is particularly

oo pressures, trade dis-
uptions and security-
chied spending, which

justment. Any deteriora-
tion in regional security
conditions could under-

precarious. Classified
among cli Iner-

able emerging econo- reality.The report high- can further ~strain mine investor sentiment
mies, the country has lightéd that economies Pakistan's already and complicate efforts
faced repeated floods, affected by fragility or stretched fiscal toattract foreign capital,

heatwaves and weather-
related disruptions in
recent years, inflicting
lasting damage on agri-
culture, infrastructure
and public finances.
The World Bank
cautioned that climate-
related disasters are be- exposed to reglonal in-
coming more frequent ;tablllly. particularly de-
and more severe, in- P i to Af-
creasing the likelihood ~ ghanistan. Ongoing hu-
of growth setbacks, in- manitarian and security
flationary pressures and ~ challenges across the
fiscal stress for coun- border raise the risk of
tries with limited policy - spillovers through refu-

conflict tend to experi-
ence deeper and more
persistent economic
scarring  following
shocks. Pakistan, while
not classified as a con-
flict economy in the
strictest sense, remains

position. According to
the World Bank, re-
newed geopolitical ten-
sions in the broader re-
gion could disrupt trade
routes, investor confi-
dence and commodity
markets. For Pakistan,
such disruptions would
come ata sensitive time,
attempt
fo NabiTise the economy
following years of bal-
ance-of-payments
stress, hif‘ inflation and
IMF-backed fiscal ad-
~3_ WA,

the report suggested.
Climate risks stand
outas a central concern.
The World Bank warned
that extreme weather
events, floods in particu-
lar, can derail fragile re-
coveries by destroying
crops, damaging trans-
port and energy infra-
structure, and forcing
governments to divert
scarce resources to-
wards emergency relief
and  reconstruction.
Pakistan's devastating
0ods in recent years
have already highlighted
these vulnerabilities,
with long-term effects
still visible in rural liveli-
hoods, food prices and
public debt dynamics.
The report noted that
climate shocks often in-
teract with macroeco-
n?“f)‘/‘xc Weﬁknee@ee am-
ifying their impact in
gounln%s with h:th debt
and limited fiscal space.
e World Bank
also highlighted that in
Pakistan, a current ac-
coum deficit is pro-
to widen in
FY2()26/27 driven by a
rise in import demand
alongside strengthen-
ing growth and post-
flood normalisation of
remittance inflows.

Gold hits record Rs506,362 per tola

NEWS DESK:A whop- 505,500 per tola, lower
ping jump of $127 per than the association’s
ounce in the interna- rate of Rs506,362.
tional market to $4,840 “The price differ-
per ounce pushed the ence between the asso-
domestic guﬂi (24 karat) ciation and market rates
rate to Rs506,362 per tola depends on demand and
on Wednesday, the high- supply,” APSGJA Presi-
est in the country’s his- dent Qasim Shikarpuri
tory, after an increase of said, adding that inves-
Rs12,700 per tola from tors were currently driv-
Tuesday’s price. ing the gold market
The record-high rather than jewellery
rate has added to the buyers.
burden on gold jewellery “Ivestors all over
buyers during the ongo- the world and in Paki-
ing peak wedding sea- stan are selling dollars to
son, while investors ap- buy gold,” he said, add-
pear upbeat over the ing that central banks in
sharp rally triggered by various countries were
geopolitical tensions, ¥
ongoing tariff wars and
US President Donald
Trump’s efforts to con-
trol Greenland.
According to rates
issued by the All Paki-
stan Sarafa Gems and
Jewellers Association
(APSGIJA), based on in-
terbank exchange rates,
the domestic 10-gram
gold rate rose to
Rs434,123, up by
Rs10,888 from Tuesday.
n Jan 1, the 10-
gram and one-tola gold
rates stood at Rs234,568
and Rs273,600, respec-
tively, based on the glo-
bal gold rate of $2,624
per ounce. To date,
prices of 10-gram and
one-tola gold have
surged by Rs199,555

tively, while the interna-

also making large pur-
chases of the yellow
metal.

He said there was

no shortage of gold in
the market despite heavy
investor interest, claim-
ing that the per-tola gold
rate in Pakistan was sell-
ing under cost by
Rs25,000 compared to
rates in Dubai.
Silver
In contrast, inves-
tors are also active in
purchasing silver, which
is currently in short sup-
ply due to high demand
and is available at a
hefty premium

tional price has climbed
by $2,216 per ounce.

Gold currently leads
in terms of returns
among select asset
classes, with stocks in
second place.

It has been ob-
served that local gold
prices have shown wide
disparities in the past
between the official
rates announced by the
association and open
market rates prevailing
at jewellery shops. How-
ever, on Wednesday,
jewellers were offering
gold at Rs503,000-

and Rs232.762, respec- |

Oll slips as investors assess
supply outlook

NEWS DESK:Oil prices
slipped on Thursday af-
ter gaining in previous
sessions, as investors
assessed the supply and
demand outlook, wﬁlle a
report showing a rise in
US crude and gasoline
stocks last  week
weighed on prices.
Brent crude was
down 28 cents, or 0.43
per cent, at $64.96 a bar-
rel at 07:49 GMT. West
Texas Intermediate for
March declined 19 cents,
or 0.31pc, to $60.43 abar-

contracts
cllmbed ‘more than 0.4pc
on Wednesday follow-
ing a rise of 1.5pc a day
earlier, after Opec+ pro-
ducer Kazakhstan halted
output at its Tengiz and
Korolev oilfields due to
power distribution is-
sues.

On Wednesday, US
President onal.
Trump toned down his
rhetoricabout Greenland
by ruling out the use of
force and stepping back
from tariffthreats aimed
at Europe.

The cooling of the
rhetoric surrounding
Greenland would reduce

bal economy and oil de-
mand, said Mingyu Gao,
chief researcher for en-

and chemicals at
China Futures.

“At the same time,
the United States has
not ruled out possible
military involvement in
Tran, which is also sup-
porting oil prices,” Gao
said.

sumed its nuclear pro- Volodymyr Zelenskiy
later in the day.

An end to the war
would likely result in the
removal of US sanctions
on Russia, which would
limit suj p]i)‘ly disruptions
and weigh down prices.

he International
Energy Agency revised
its 2026 global oil de-
mand growth foreca:
higher on Wednesday in
its latest monthly oil
market report, suggest-

gram.
Against the back-
drop of Greenland and
the receding prospect of
action in Iran, oil prices
should hold at around
$60 a barrel, said Tony
Sycamore, an analyst
with online broker IG.
Also on Wednes-
day, Trump said he be-
lieved “we’re reason-
ably close™ to a deal to
end the war between

Trump said on
Wednesday he hoped
there would beno further

trade tensions between US militaéy action in Russia and Ukraine, add- ing a tly narrower
the US and Europe and Iran, but added the US  inghe would meet Ukrai- surplus for the market
is supportive of the glo- would act if Tehran re- nian President this year.
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Babar Azam’s BBL stint cut short, set to return to Pakistan for team camp

NEWS DESK:Babar
Azam will miss the re-
mainder of the Big Bash
League as the Sydney
Sixers announced on
Thursday that their
opener had been re-
called to Pakistan for a
national team camp
ahead of a T20I series
against Australia next
week.

The announce-
ment came just ahead
of the Sixers’ chal-
lenger final against
Hobart Hurricanes to-
day, with the winner to
play Perth Scorchers in
the BBL final in Perth
on Sunday.

Babar thanked his
team and coaches in a
video message shared
by the Sydney Sixers
and BBL on social me-
dia.

“I have very
much enjoyed my time
here, and unfortu-
nately I'm going to
leave the team because
of national duty,” he
said. “I have a lot of
things to take back
home.”

Pakistan has yet to
announce its squad for
the three-match series

with Australia begin-
ning January 29 in
Lahore.

The series will
serve as a warm-up for
the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup next month.

So far, the Paki-
stan Cricket Board

(PCB) has not issued a
statement on recalling
Babar.

According to
Cricinfo, Babar had ini-
tially been available for
the entire tournament
and was not selected in
Pakistan’s three-match

T201 series against Sri
Lanka earlier this
month.

Sixers general
manager  Rachael
Haynes confirmed that
they had initially
planned for Babar to
play the entire tourna-

ment and were “sin-

cerely grateful for the
opportunity to have had
Babar represent the
club during his time in
Australia®.

All of Australia’s

squad members who
are still involved in the

‘

BBL will remain with just two days after
their BBL teams until Sixers captain Moises
after the final on Jan Henriques revealed that
, it took Babar “a couple
with the rest of the of days” to settle after
squad flying to the being
UAE for a pre-tour “quite upset”
camp on Jan 24. Steven Smith denymg
The news comes him a single against

~
o

Sydney  Thunder,
Cricinfo reported.

Cricket Australia
reported that commen-
tator and former Aus-
tralian batter Mark
Waugh called for the
Sixers to drop Babar
when speaking on Fox
Cricket before
Wednesday’s Hurri-
canes-Stars Knockout
match.

“Unfortunately,
I'm going to have to
drop Babar Azam. I
don’t think he’s done
enough at the top of the
order.

“I know he’s
world-class, but
you're thinking about
winning this tourna-
ment, and so far he just
hasn’t done (enough),”
Cricket  Australia
quoted Waugh as say-

ing.

“I'm  thinking
about a new opener.”

Babar finishes his
first stint in the BBL
with 202 runs from 11
games,  averaging
22.44 and striking at
just 103.06 despite
making two half-cen-
turies, according to
Cricinfo.

Bangladesh firm on not playing T20 World Cup in
India following meeting with cricketers

NeWs DESK:
Bangladesh has re-
mained firm on its
ance of not playing
its Men’s T20 World
Cup matches in India
following a meeting
between the
Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB), the
country’s cricketers,
and sports adviser Asif
Nazrul on Thursday.

A day earlier, the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) an-
nounced that it would
not be making any
changes to the world
cup schedule or
groups, days after
Bangladesh requested
that its matches be
moved to Sri Lanka
after refusing to play
in India.

“There is no
scope to change our
decision. We believe
we did not get justice
from the ICC. We still
hope that ICC will [do]

justice with us,”
Nazrul said after
today’s meeting, The
Daily Star reported.

“The security situ-
ation in India remains
unchanged. Our secu-
rity concerns did not
materialise out of thin
air. It stemmed from a
real incident.

“The country [In-
dia] could not provide
security for one of our
cricketers. In that
country, the cricket
board is an extended
part of the govern-
ment, which either
failed or was reluctant
to give one of my
cricketers protection
when put under pres-
sure by extremists
groups,” he added.

According  to
Cricinfo, BCB presi-
dent Aminul Islam
said: “We will go back
w the ICC with our
plan to play in Sri
Lanka They did give

us a 24 hour ultima-
tum but a global body
can’t really do that.
“ICC will miss out
on 200 million people
watching the World
Cup. It will be their
.. ICC is calling
Sri Lanka co-hosts.
They are not co-host:
It is a hybrid model.
Some of the things I
heard in the ICC
meeting was shock-
ing,” Islam said, ac-
cording to Cricinfo.
Following
yesterday’s decision
by the ICC, Islam had
said Bangladesh play-
ers were keen to play
in the world cup and
that he was “hoping
tor a miracle from the
CC.

“Who doesn’t
want to play in the
World Cup?” Islam
sald yeslerday

Bangladesh
players want to play
the World Cup. The

Bangladesh govern-
ment wants
Bangladesh to play the
World Cup. Buf we
don’t think India is
safe for our players,”
Islam had said.
Bangladesh an-
nounced on Jan 4 that
it would not play its
T20 World Cup
matches in India after
its player Mustafizur
Rahman was released
by his Indian Premier
League (IPL) team
amid growing tensions
between the two
countries.  Subse-
quently, Bangladesh
had “formally re-
quested” the ICC to
shift their games to Sri
Lanka.
The T20 World
Cup begins on Febru-
ary 7 with Bangladesh
inEngland’s Group C.
The team is scheduled
to play all of their
group matches in
Kolkata and Mumbai.

Alcaraz, Sabalenka surge into AO

NEWS DESK:Top-
ranked Carlos Alcaraz
fended off a series of
“bombs" before surging
into the Australian Open
third round on Wednes-
day, where he was joined
by Aryna Sabalenka and
a near-flawless Coco
Gauff.

Three-time finalist
Daniil Medvedev also
stayed alive, but he
needed four sets to keep
his Grand Slam dream
on track at a cooler and
overcast Melbourne
Park after days of hot
weather.

Spanish superstar
Alcaraz came through a
tough arm-wrestle 7-6 (7/
4),6-3,6-2 on Rod Laver
Arena against hard-hit-
ting German Yannick
Hanfmann to take an-
other step towards a ca-
reer Grand Slam.

But he was put
through his paces by a
player 12 years older be-
fore setting up a show-
down with either
France's  Corentin
Moutet or American
Michael Zheng.

"To be honest, it
was tougher than I
thought at the begin-
ning," said Alcaraz, who
already has six major
titles but has never gone
past the last eight in
Melbourne."Tdidn't feel
the ball that good. You
know, the ball was com-
ing as a bomb, forehand
and backhand."

If the 22-year-old
does win the Australia
Open to complete the
career Grand Slam of all
four majors he will be the
youngest man to do so,
surpassing compatriot
Rafacl Nadal.

The unpredictable
Medvedey, runner-up in
2021,2022 and 2024, is
trying to keep his emo-

tions in check this year tournament.
and was on his best ‘Near perfect'
behaviour  against Four-time major
Frenchman Quentin winner Sabalenka raced
Halys.He lost a tight first  5-0 clear of qualifier Bai
set but the result was Zhuoxuan, ranked a
never in doubt as he lowly 702, on centre
sury gcd to lhc fumh lmc court before wobbling to
67(911),63,6 give the Chinese player
"It was a vcry a glimmer of hope.
tough match, happy T But the top seed
managed to fight," said ~quickly snuffed it out to
the Russian, who faces race home 6-3, 6-1 and
Fabian Marozsan of set up a clash next with
Hungary next. Russian-born Anastasia
American Tommy Potapova, now repre-
Paul, Argentil Fran- senting Austria, wl
cisco Cerundolo and dispatched 2021 US
Tomas Etcheverry, Span- Open champion Emma
iard Alejandro Raducanu.
Davidovich Fokina and "Super-happy to
Russian Andrey Rublev close the (first) set, it
also safely negotiated gives me confidence that
the second round. my game is there, my fo-
Alexander Zverev cus is there," sai
is inaction inan evening  Sabalenka, who is bid-
match against France's ding for a ‘third Austra-
Alexandre Muller, the lian Open title in four
latest challenge in the years."Step by step. Su-
German's decade-long per-happy wiih my win.
quest for a first Grand There is always a little
Slam title.The world gap to improve.”
number three, runner-up Sabalenka  has
last year to Jannik Sin- dropped just nine games
ner, dropped a setin his so far as she looks to
opening clash but said make amends for her up-
it was good to be set in last year's final to
stretched early in the Madison Keys.

Third seed Gauff
was clinical against
Serbia's Olga Danilovic,
who ended Venus
iams' tournament in
round one.

The two-time major
winner took just 78 min-
utes to race home 6-2, 6-
2 on Margaret Court
Arena.It set up a show-
down next against fellow
American  Hailey
Baptiste, ranked 70, who
downed home hope
Storm Hunter in straight
sets.

"Near perfect," said
Gauff, whose best per-
formance in Melbourne
was a semi-final in 2024.

Ukrainian 12th seed
Elina Svitolina, Turkish
prospect  Zeynep
Sonmez and in-form Ca-
nadian teenager Victoria
Mboko also won on day
four, all sweeping past
their opponents in
straight sets.

Home hopes domi-
nate the evening action
on centre court with
sixth seed Alex de
Minaur facing Serbia's
Hamad Medjedovic be-
fore Priscilla Hon meets
American Iva Jovic.

NEWS DESK: Opener
Abhishek  Sharma
smashed an incendiary
84 to fashion India’s 48-
run victory against New
Zealand in the first
Twenty20 International
in Nagpur on Wednes-
day.

Put into bat, India,
who will begin their T20
‘World Cup title defence
next month, racked up
238-7 with Abhishek
hammering eight sixes in
his 35-ball blitz.

Glenn  Phillips
struck a rapid 78 but New
Zealand finished on 190-
7 at the Vidarbha Cricket
Association Stadium.

Earlier, Abhishek,
currently the top-ranked
T20 batsman in the
world, led India’s charge
with a blistering knock,
looking unfazed by the
carly exits of opening
partner Sanju Samson
and number three Ishan
Kishan.

India  captain
Suryakumar Yaday had
gone 22 innings without
a fifty in T20
Internationals and while
he fell short of the mark
again, he looked fluent
inhis 32. Hardik Pandya
(25) departed after a

cameo before Rinku
Singh provided the late
assault, plundering 21
runs in the final over
from Ddryl Mitchell.

Rinku’s unbeaten
44 off 20 balls included
three sixes. New Zealand
slumped to 52-3 in the
seventh over in their
waobbly start to a steep
chase.

Phillips counter-at-
tacked in spectacular
style, hitting six sixes in
his 40-ball blitz, and
Mark Chapman (39) also
stepped on the gas but

both fell to spin in quick
succession as India re-
gained control.

Spinner Axar Patel,
who removed Phillips,
left the field with a bleed-
ing thumb in the 16th
over but India had
enough bowling re-
sources to restrict New
Zealand well behind
their target.

The teams now
move to Raipur for the
second T20 of the five-
‘match series on Friday.

Scoreboard

mson ¢
Ravindra b Jamieson10
A. Sharma ¢
Jamieson b Sodll|84
I Kishan c
Chapiman b Dufys

. c
Robmmn b Sanmer}Z
H. Pandya ¢
Chapman b Duffy25
S. Dube c&b
Jamieson9
R. Singh not out44
A. Patel ¢ Mitchell
b Clarke5
A. Singh not out6
EXTRAS (LB-1, W-

15

TOTAL (for seven

wkts, 20 overs)238
D NOT BAT: V.

Chakravarthy, Jasprit
Bumrah

FALL OF WICK-
ETS: 1-18 (Samson), 2-27
(Kishan), 3-126 (Yadav),
4-149 (Sharma), 5-166
(Dube), 6-185 (Pandya),
7-200 (Patel)

BOWLING: Duffy
40272 (3w), Jamieson
40-54-2 (3w), Clarke 4-0-
40-1, Sodhi 3-0-38-1
(1w). Phillips 1-0-20-0
(1w). Santner 3-0-37-1
(1w), Mitchell 1-0-21-0

W)
NEW ZEALAND:
onway ¢
Samson b A. Singh0

Abhlshek Dlitzes New Zealand in blg India win

T. Robinson ¢ Dube
b Varun21

R. Ravindra ¢
Sharma b Pandyal

G. Phillips ¢ Dube b
Patel78

. Chapman ¢

Sharma b Varun39

D. Mitchell ¢ (sub)
bDube28

. Santner not

out20

K. Clarke cR. Singh
b Dube0

K. Jamieson not
outl

EXTRAS (W-2)2

TOTAL (for seven
wkts, 20 overs) 190

DID NOT BAT: L.
Sodhi, J. Duffy

FALL OF WICK-
ETS: 1-0 (Conway), 2-1
(Ravindra),  3-52
(Robinson),  4-131
(Phillips), ~ 5-143
(Chapman),  6-189
(Mitchell), 7-189 (Clarke)

BOWLING: A.
Singh 4-0-31-1, Pandya
2-0-20-1 (1w), Bumrah3-
0-29-0, Patel 3.3-042-1
(1w), Varun 4-0-37-2,
Dube 3-0-28-2, Sharma

13030
RESULT: India won
by 48 ru
PLAYER-OF-THE-
MATCH: Abhishek
Sharma

Asian Masters weightlifting event
postponed due to unrest in Iran

NEWS DESK:The sec-  holding a meeting with
Asian Masters it decided to postpone
Weightliftingand Grand  the event due to a num-
Prix Championship, ber of reasons concern-
which was scheduled to  ing Iran.
beheld in Islamabad next It is pertinent to mention
month, has been post- here that most of Asian
poned due to the ongo- Masters Weightlifting
ing unrest in Iran. Committee members are
The Pakistan Masters Iranians while Asian
Weightlifting Associa- Master Weightlifting
tion (PMWA) said on secretariat is run
Wednesday that the  through Iran, where cur-
event will now be held rently there is no
from April 20t0 25,2026  internet connectivity.
in the Pakistan capital. ~ “From the 21 nations
Quoting the Interna- participating in the
tional Masters event one fourth are
Weightlifting Associa- from Iran. It is uncertain
tion, the PMWA stated if any Iranian will be
that the IMWA after [able] to leave their
- .

country to travel to Pa-
kistan for the event
[originally] scheduled to
be held fromFeb 6to 11,

26.

“Fact is that other Inter-
national Masters Ath-
letes, coaches and tech-
nical officials’ flights will
use Iranian air space.
Recently, most of the in-
ternational/Asian air-
lines cancelled their
flights to or flying over
Iranian air space,” read
the IMWA letter.

The letter further said
that registration will re-
open to allow more ath-
letes to participate in the
event.
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EU commission pledges 126m euros for Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan

NEWS DESK:The
European Commission
has allocated 126 mil-
lion euros to address
humanitarian needs in
Pakistan, Iran and Af-
ghanistan during 2026,
part ofan initial 1.9 bil-
lion euro aid budget
aimed at combating
global crises as major
donors cut funds.

The allocation
comes at a time when
239m people require
assistance, the com-
mission said in a press
release on Wednes-
day. Additionally, more
than 415m euros has
been reserved for re-
sponding to sudden-
onset emergencies
and maintaining a stra-
tegic supply chain.

C Commi
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117.3m people were
forcibly displaced
worldwide, a five per
cent decrease com-
pared to the end of
2024. How: global
projections indicate
that the number of
forcibly displaced, re-
turnees and statele:
people could reach
136.3m by the end of
2026.

The UN refugee
agency said severe
funding cuts affected
every aspect of its
work, including emer-
gency response, forc-
ing the organisation to
reduce both the
of its activities and its
workforce by one-
third. Accordingto the
agency, the need for

F e, 8

ioner international solidarity
for Equality, Prepared- has reached a critical
ness and Crisis Man- ’@' v ‘- 4 point.
agement Hadja Lahbib ' Without in-
took this commitment = creased and flexible
to the World Eco- “The humanitar- UNHCR projects As the largest hu- WEF, Lahbib will co-  leading global humani-  complex mix of new funding, the

nomic Forum meelmg
in Davos to seek pri-

manitarian donor, we
are taking our political

ian system is under un-

displaced population
precedented strain, wi

will cross 136m by end

tarian aid donor.
Dlsplaced popula-

host an_event on

emergencies and long-
“New Al]lances in Ald i

standing crises in 2025

UNHCR’s ability to
respond rapidly at the

vate sector finance
and innovative solu-
tions that can comple-
ment public funding.

and public funding
alone will not meet tl\c
scale of the crisis,”
Lahbib said.

of this year “Europe lead-
takingaction, commit-  ing m giobal re-
ting an initial €1.9bn  spons

for 2026. Togelher with the

onset of new crises
will be severely hit at

that forced millions
from their homes.

By the end of June
2025, an estimated

and Dy .
The commission noted
the EU and its mem-
ber states remain the

tion M ]c, the
UNHCR said in its
2025 Impact Report” a time when needs
that it responded to a are escalating.

100 Democrats demand impeachment of
US homeland security « chlef

NEWS DESK: The fatal
shooting of an immigra-
tion rights activist earlier
this month has triggered
rapidly growing support
among House Demo-
crats for impeaching US
Homeland Security Sec-
retary Kristi Noem.

Within just seven
days of its introduction,
the number of co-spon-
sors backing the im-
peachment resolution
has reached 100, spon-
sors of the resolution
said on Wednesday.

Renee Good, a 37-
year-old mother of three,
was shot and killed by
an Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE)
officer in Minneapolis on
Jan 7 during a contro-
versial
tion that has ignited pro-
tests and political back-
lash nationwide.

At a White House
press briefing on Tues-
day, US President Donald
Trump described the
shooting as a “tragedy”
and said he “felt horri-
bly” about Good’s death.
He acknowledged that
“ICE is gonna make mis-
takes sometimes™ and
said he “understands
both sides™ of the inci-
dent.

The impeachment
resolution, introduced
by Rep. Robin Kelly of
Iillinois, accuses Ms
Noem of obstructing
Congress, violating the
public trust and engag-
ing in self-dealing —
charges that have reso-
nated with a growing
number of Democratic
lawmakers.

“Secretary Noem
and her rogue agency

Bangladesh launches election campaign
ahead of first polls smce Hasina’s ouster

NEWSDESK:
Bangladesh begins offi-
cial campaigning on
Thursday for hugely an-
ticipated general elec-
tions next month, the first
since the 2024 uprising
ended the autocratic rule
of Sheikh Hasina.

The South Asian
nation of 170 million
people votes on Febru-
ary 12 for 350 lawmakers,
ushering in new leader-
ship after prolonged po-
litical turmoil following
the overthrow of
Hasina's government,
reshaping domestic and
regional power dynam-
ics.

It comes against the
backdrop of insecurity -
- including the murder
last month of a student
leader of the anti-Hasina

well as
fa "flood" of
nformation.

European Union
election observers say
the vote will be the "big-
gest democratic process
0f2026".

Mass rallies are ex-
pected with hundreds of
thousands of support-
ers gathering, as the
frontrunners, the
Bangladesh Nationalist

have caused destruction
and devastation across
the country,” Ms Kelly

aid in a

“One hundred House
Democrats from Califor-
nia to New York, Minne-
sota to Texas support my
impeachment resolution
because our communi-
ties have seen Ge-
stapo-like tactics first-
hand.”

The articles of im-
peachment allege that
Ms Noem attempted to
unlawfully enter a De-
partment of Homeland
Security (DHS) facility
used to detain undocu-
mented immigrants and
directed ICE to carry out

\udespread warrant-

less arrests™. The reso-
lution claimed that she
also urged ICE to “forgo
due process, and use
violence against United
tes citizens, lawful

as he acknowledged the
measure’s slim pros-
pects in the current Con-
gress.

With 213 members
in the House Democratic
caucus, backing for the
resolution is now near-
ing half the party, A
spokesperson for Ms
Kelly said more offices
were reviewing the text
and that additional co-
sponsors
expected.The Dcpan-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity has dismissed the
impeachment drive as
“silly,” saying Demo-
crats should instead fo-
cus on crime in their own
districts.

While Democrats
can force a vote in the
House, the effort faces
long odds in the Repub-
lican-controlled cham-
ber. Any conviction in
the Senate would require
a two-thirds majority, a
threshold widely seen
as unattainable under
current political align-
ments.

for personal gain, in-
cluding what critics say
was the improper use of
$200 million in taxpayer
funds to finance an ICE
recruitment advertising
campaign.
Sy

Secretary
Noem continues to lie,
obstruct Congress, and
violate people’s civil
rights, the support for
her impeachment only
grows,” Ms Kelly said,
urging Republican law-
makers to “be on the
right side of the law and
our Constitution.”
Democratic aides
described the growing
support as unprec-
edented during Mr
Trump’s second term,
noting that several law-
‘makers previously hesi-
tant about impeachment
have now signed on.
‘Among them s Rep.
Jared Huffman of Cali
fornia, who said the cir-
cumstances were “so
extreme that a message
needs to be sent,” even

The resolution also
accuses the homeland
security secretary of

est Islamist party,
Jamaat-e-Islami, for-
mally launch their cam-
paigns.

BNP chief and
prime ministerial hopeful
Tarique Rahman, 60,
who  returned to
Bangladesh in Decem-
ber after 17 years in ex-
ile, is due to address a
string of rallies starting
in the north-eastern city
of Sylhet.

Rahman assumed
formal leadership of the
BNP after the death in

80-year-old former prime
minister Khaleda Zia.
Bangladesh, home
to one of the world's
largest Muslim-majority
populations, has a
nificant Sufi following,
and parties have trad
tionally launched cam-
paigns in Sylhet, home
to the centuries-old
shrine of Shah Jalal.
Lines of supporters
lined both sides of the
streets as Rahman
prayed at the shrine on
Wednesday  night,

bus passed by, with his
countrywide roadshow
of rallies to begin later
Thursday.Jamaat-e-
Islami, which opposes
Sufi mystical interpreta-
tions of the Koran, be-
gins its campaign in the
capital Dhaka, in the
constituency of its
leader, Shafiqur Rahman.

Ideologically
aligned with the Muslim
Brotherhood, the Islam-
ists are seeking a return
to formal politics after
years of bans and crack-

Party (BNP) and the larg-  December ofhis mother, cheering as his election downs.

US set to exit WHO despite legal challenge
and global health warnings

NEWS DESK:The US is
due to officially exit the
World Health
Organisation on Thurs-
day, in the face of warn-
ings it will hit both US
health and global health
and also in violation of
a US law that requires
Washington to pay the
UN health agency $260
million in fees that it
owes.

President Donald
Trump gave notice that
the US would quit the
organisation on the first
day of his presidency in
2025, via an executive
order. Under US law, it
has to give one-year no-
tice and pay all out-
standing fees before de-

rture.

On Thursday, a US
State  Department
spokesperson said the
WHO's failure to con-
tain, manage and share
information had cost the
US trillions of dollars,
and the president had
exercised his authority
to pause the future
transfer of any U.S. gov-
ernment funds, support,
or resources to the

from the
‘WHO is a lose for the
United States, and it’s a
lose for the rest of the
world.”

The WHO also said
that the US has not yet
paid the fees it owes for
2024 and 2025. Member
states are set to discuss
the US departure and
how it will be handled at
the WHO’s executive
board in February, a
WHO spokesperson
told Reuters by em:

“This is a clear
lation of US law,”
Lawrence Gostin, found»

nd this eco-
nomic hit is beyond a
down payment on any fi-
nancial obligations to
the organisation,” the
;pokcspcrson said by
email,

Over the last year,
many global health ex-
perts have urged a re-
think, including most re-
cently WHO Director
General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

“Thope the US will
reconsider and rejoin
WHO,” he told reporters
at a press conference
earlier this month.

ing director of the
O’Neill Institute for Glo-
bal Health Law at
Georgetown University
in Washington, a close
observer of the WHO.
“But Trump is highly
likely to get away with
t”

Speaking to
Reuters at Davos, Bill
Gates — chair of the
Gates Foundation, a ma-
jor funder of global
health initiatives and
some of the WHO’s work
—said he did not expect
the US to reconsider in
the short-term.

"The American
people have paid more
than enough to this or-

Iran releases official death toll of 3,117 after
weeks of violent nationwide protests

NEWS DESK:The Ira-
nian government an-
nounced the official
death toll from nation-
wide protests, state me-
dm reported Wednes-

nouncement of the offi-
cial death toll, the Su-
preme National Security
Council, the top security
body, issued a state-
ment saying it con-
cluded, based on intelli-
gence monitoring and
assessments, that the
events in recent weeks
were a continuation of
the 12-day war last June,
blaming the US and Is-
racl.

“The United States
and the Zionist regime
changed their tactics
and targeted the social
cohesion of the Iranian
people, believing this

organisations outside
Iran had published their
own estimates, placing
the number of deaths
above 15,000, the major-
ity of them protesters

Iranian officials, in-
cluding  President
Masoud Pezeshkian and
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, rejected those
reports.

Protests erupted in
Iran amid worsening
economic conditions,
particularly the sharp
depreciation of the na-
tional currency and soar-
ing inflation.

Weeks later, follow-

States and Israel of sup-
porting “rioters” and
“terrorists” who alleg-
edly attacked public and
private property, includ-
ing shops, banks and
mosques.

Police said hun-
dreds accused of leading
the protests had been
arrested, while the judi-
ciary vowed that there
woild be “no leniency”
toward those respon-
sible for violence and
vandalism.

The US and several
European  countries
have imposed a new
round of sanctions on

"The Foundation of
Martyrs and Veterans
Affairs, a government
body responsible for
overseeing those Killed
in conflicts since the
1979 revolution, said
3,117 people were killed,
with 2,427 security per-
sonnel and civilians.

The figures are
based on information re-
ceived from the Iranian

Legal Medicine ing a call for street pro- Iran for a “crackdownon  would lay the ground-
Organisation, a forensic tests by Reza Pahlavi, protesters.” work for breaking the na-
body affiliated with the  the son of Iran’s former Iranian diplomats tional will of Iran,” it

have been banned from
European Parliament
buildings, and
Araghchi’s invitation to
the World Economic
Forum’s Davos summit
was revoked.
Following the an-

monarch, violence and
street clashes between
protesters and security
personnel were reported
in several cities, includ-
ing Tehran.
Authorities have
accused the United

country’s judiciary, it
said in a statement.

The foundation
said the deaths took
place in “terrorist inci-
dents” in recent days
that were “reminiscent
of the brutal and savage
crimes of ISIS (Daesh).”

Many of the victims
were “passersby who
were killed as part of de-
liberate killing cam-
paigns or fell victim to
indiscriminate terrorist
gunfire and what it de-
scribed as blind brutal-
ity,” it said.

Others, it added,
were among_protesters
who were shot within
crowds by “organised
terrorist elements.”

Itis the first official
death toll released by the
government since pro-
tests broke out in late
December in Tehran and
later spread to cities
across the country.

Previously, some
human rights

id.

It added that Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv had
sought to push prote:
toward violence in cities
across the country, caus-
ing damage to the popu-
lation and the nation.




