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47 lllegal Chromite Mines Shut Down in Pishin
as Balochistan CM Vows Crackdown

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Chief Minister of
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has stated that all mineral re-
sources of Balochistan belong
to the people of the province,
and illegal mining remains a
serious and long-standing issue
that is causing massive losses

to the national exchequer.

He said that in recent
days, a successful operation
was carried out against illegal
chromite mining in Pishin dis-
trict with the cooperation of the
district administration and law
enforcement agencies, result-
ing in the closure of 47 illegal
mines. This action, he added,
is part of the provincial

government’s policy to protect
mineral resources and ensure
the rule of law.

According to the Chief
Minister, the province earns
less than Rs 10 billion annually
from the mines and minerals
sector, mainly duc to illegal
mining, smuggling, and a weak
regulatory framework. He em-
phasized that sustainable eco-

nomic devel of the

province is not posslble with-
out curbing these illegal activi-
ties.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti an-
nounced that the provincial
government is introducing a
comprehensive and effective
policy to reform the minerals
sector, aimed at ensuring trans-
parency, promoting legal min-

the rights of lo-
cal cormnumtles, and signifi-
cantly increasing provincial
revenue.

He further stated that
while the government will en-
courage investment within the
legal framework, a zero-toler-
ance policy will be adopted
against those involved in ille-
gal mining.

Rimpa Plaza
declared
structurally unsafe

NEWS DESK:

In the aftermath of the devastat-
ing fire at Gul Plaza, the Sindh
Building Control Authority
(SBCA) has declared the adjacent
Rimpa Plaza structurally unsafe.
Authorities have issued official
notices to the management and
shop owners, temporarily sealing
the building last night to prevent
any use of the damaged areas.

According to SBCA officials,
debris from the Gul Plaza fire se-
verely damaged several structural
colurnns of Rimpa Plaza, creating
significant safety risks for both
life and property. As a precaution,
all affected sections have been
prohibited from use until struc-
tural repairs are completed under
the supervision of a certified
structural engineer. Concrete jack-
eting-a specmhsed technical pro-
cess aimed at restoring the load-
bearing capacity of weakened
columns-has already begun, with
additional steel reinforcement and
structural strengthening mea-
sures being implemented.

SBCA emphasised that the
building will only be reopened
after a full safety clearance is is-
sued following comprehensive
structural assessments and non-
destructive testing. Any
unauthorised use of the premises
before official clearance will re-
sult in strict legal action under the
Sindh Building Control regula-
tions. SBCA checks 35 buildings
for fire safety The Sindh Building
Control Authority (SBCA) has
launched a province-wide en-
forcement drive to ensure strict
compliance with fire safety laws
in residential and commercial
buildings. At least 35 buildings
have been checked in Karachi in
the first phase. On the directives
of Sindh Local Government Min-
ister Syed Nasir Hussain Shah,
fire safety notices have been is-
sued across all regions of Sindh,
making it clear that the action is
not limited to Karachi alone.
SBCA regional offices have been
instructed to inspect buildings
and take strict legal action in
cases of non-compliance to safe-
guard lives and property. SBCA
Director General Muzammil
Hussain Halepoto said special
technical teams have been con-
stituted to assess the availability
and functionality of firefighting
equipment, emergency exits, fire
alarm systems and overall emer-
gency preparedness. He said in-
speciions have been intensified
following the tragic Gul Plaza fire,
which exposed serious shortcom-
ings in fire safety arrangements
in both residential and commer-
cial buildings.

Police arrest injured
suspect after
alleged shootout
in Rawalpindi

NEWS DESK:

Police in Rawalpindi say one
shooting suspect has been ar-
rested and a stolen car and weap-
ons recovered after an alleged
encounter in the New Town area.
According to police, two
‘men travelling in a car opened fire
on a police team when officers sig-
nalled them to stop. During the
exchange of fire, one suspect was
injured and arrested, while the
second managed to escape. The
arrested suspect has been identi-
fied as Adnan. Police say a car
stolen two months ago from the
New Town area was recovered
from his possession. A police
constable, identified as Umair, was
also struck bya bullet during the
incident but remained unharmed
ue to wearing a bulletproof
jacket. Senior police officers
reached the scene following the
incident, and a search operation
is underway in the surrounding
area to arrest the absconding sus-
pect. The injured suspect was
shifted to the hospital for medi-
cal treatment. Police said the ar-
rested man was a known offender
and had previously been in-
volved in several car theft cases.

PDMA Successfully Concludes Rescue Operation in
Snowbound Areas of Balochistan

Sardar Muhammad
Khondai, Munir Shahwani,
Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

The Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority (PDMA)
Balochistan has wrapped up
an extensive rescue opera-
tion in areas affected by
heavy snowfall, ensuring the
safety of travelers stranded
amid harsh winter condi-
tions, Adviser to the Chief
Minister for Political and
Media Affairs Shahid Rind
said.“Our priority was to pro-
tect lives,” Shahid Rind said,
adding that rescue teams re-
mained active despite severe
cold and difficult terrain.

“Several vehicles stuck in
snow were recovered, and
passengers were promptly
moved to safer locations.”

He noted that hundreds of
travelers, including vulner-
able groups, were rescued in
time. “Swift coordination
and timely response by
PDMA and supporting
teams helped avert potential

loss of life during extreme
weather,” he said.

Officials confirmed that the
Ziarat Road was blocked
due to intense snowfall,
causing major disruption to
traffic. Clearance work and
rescue activities continued
until all stranded motorists
were safely assisted and re-
located. Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti commended PDMA
Balochistan for its effective
response and praised the
dedication of officers and
field teams.  “Their com-
mitment and professionalism
under challenging conditions
reflect the government’s re-
solve to safeguard citizens,”
the Chief Minister said.

In recognition of their efforts,
the Chief Minister an-
nounced certificates of ap-
preciation for officers and
teams who supervised and
carried out the rescue op-
eration, acknowledging their
exemplary performance dur-
ing the emergency.
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Balochistan Government
Abolishes Levies Force After
142 Years: Historic Merger with
Police Sparks Debate

Nawab Aslam Raisani of that the merger under-
the Pakistan Peoples mines their historical
Party (PPP), restoring role, tribal identity, and
the Levies to their tradi- trust-based relationship
tional structure. with local communities.

Editorial:

Inalandmark administra-
tive reform, the Govern-
ment of Balochistan has
abolished the historic

Levies Force after 142 Now, more than a A number of politi-
years, mergingitintothe decade later, the cal  parties in
Police. The lochi Assembly loch have also

decision, approved by
the Balochistan Cabinet,
aims to modernize the
province’s law enforce-
ment system and en-
hance its law and order
capacity — but it has
also sparked reserva-
tions among Levies per-
sonnel and opposition
from several political
parties.

A Force Rooted in
History

The Levies Force of
Balochistan was estab-
lished in 1883 by Sir
Robert Sandeman, the
British political agent
and administrator of the
region. The force’s core
responsibilities included
‘maintaining law and or-
der, protecting vital i
stallations, and collect-
ing taxes and livestock

has again legislated to
merge the Levies with
the police, signaling the
government’s intent to
build a unified, modern,
and well-equipped law
enforcement system in
the province.

Government’s
Stance: Modernization
and Uniformity

The provincial
government describes

the decision as part of a
larger strategy to ensure
professional policing,
better coordination, and
modern security man-
agement.

Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti stated that
integrating the Levies
with the police will en-
hance counterterrorism
capacity, digital moni-
toring, ang i

opposed the move, de-
scribing it as a “hasty
and non-consultative
decision.” They claim
that the Levies Force has
historically played a cru-
cial role in maintaining
peace in tribal areas
where the police system
remains ineffective.

Critics argue that
‘merginga tribal commu-
nity-based security
structure into a central-
ized police institution
could disrupt local dy-
namics and alienate the
public. Some parties
have demanded a parlia-
mentary review of the
cabinet’s decision be-
fore full implementation.

A Divisive but De-
fining Reform

Despite the opposi-
tion, the

Addressing Poverty and Inequality: A Call for

Sincere Leadership and Perpetual Reforms

By Amjad Rashid:
Povcrty and mcquallty

Government remains firm
onits stance, describing
the merger as a step to-
ward institutional mod-
emization, national inte-
gration, and profes-
sional law

Supporters of the
decision believe it will
bring uniformity, trans-
parency, and account-
ability across all dis-
tricts, enabling the prov-
ince to better combat mili-
tancy and improve coor-
dination with federal se-
curity agencies such as
the Frontier Corps (FC)
and Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD).

The coming months
will reveal whether this
bold reform strengthens
Balochistan’s security
apparatus or fuels ad-
‘ministrative and political
friction within the prov-
ince.

effectiveness.

“This merger will
help establish one uni-
form policing system in

revenue in tribal areas.
The Levies Force of
Balochistan was estab-
lished in 1883 by Sir
Robert Sandeman, the Balochistan. The gov-
Brilish political agent ernment will provide
ofthe modern i an
regmn The force’s core  training toall personnel
responsibilities included  to effectively deal with
maintaining law and or-  terrorism and extrem-
der, protecting vital in- ism,” the Chief Minister
stallations, and collect- said. Officials empha-
ing taxes and livestock  size that the reform will
revenue in tribal areas.  strengthen institutional
Previous Reforms structure, reduce dupli-
and Political Reversals  cation, and ensure bet-
The merger of the ter governance in re-
Levies Force into the mote and conflict-prone
police is not unprec- districts.
edented. During the ten- Reservations and
ure of General Pervez Political Opposition
Musharraf, the force was However, the deci-
initially merged with the ~ sion has not been met
police under then-Chief ~ with universal approval.
Minister Jam Levies personnel
Muhammad Yousaf. across several districts
However, the move was  have expressed strong
reversed in 2008 by reservations, arguing

much like

disasters, afflict soci-
eties worldwide, in-
cluding  Pakistan.
These are not natural
phenomena but rather
systemic issues rooted
in human actions and
policies. To eradicate
this disease, national
governments must
craft i

emerges as a viable
solution. It necessi-
tates moving beyond
the romanticized no-
tions of democracy
and socialism towards
pragmatic approaches
that address our
unique challenge

Special economi
zones,

coupled with ini-
tiatives for youth de-

awakening and a shift
in approach, the cure
will remain elusive.
Moreover, at the inter-
national level, institu-
tions such as the IMF,
‘World Bank, and the
UN must prioritize so-
cial and cultural rights
over neoliberal agen-
das, especially as the
global order under-
goes significant decay.

The chall of

However, reliance
on the failing
neoliberal order is fu-
tile; instead, a para-
digm shift towards sus-
tainable solutions is
imperative.

In Pakistan, the
establishment of ro-
bust local governance
structures with finan-
cial decentralization is
paramount.

strategies aimed at
safeguarding future
generations from its
scourge.

In Pakistan, the
onus lies heavily on
our political elite, span-
ning all parties, to rec-
ognize the gravity of
the situation and redi-
rect their efforts to-
wards combating this
man-made affliction.
Without a collective

Political elites pos-
sess a window of op-
portunity to empower
local bodies and enact
pro-| poor policies.

Chinese
model serves as a bea-
con of inspiration, dem-
onstrating the efficacy
of such strategies
when implemented ef-
fectively.

Regional connec-
tivity, underpinned by
a long-term vision,

velopment and the ex-
pansion of remit-
tances, offer short-
term relief while per-
petuating reforms to
broaden the tax base
and reduce depen-
dency on electoral
politics.

South Asia, in par-
ticular, requires a con-
certed effort towards
regional connectivity,
resource exploration,
harnessing youth po-

poverty alleviation,
malnutrition, stunted
growth, inadequate
sanitation, and unem-
ployment are perva-
sive across South Asia
and Africa. Collabora-
tive efforts between
these regions, bol-
stered by partnerships
with nations like
China, hold promise in
addressing these is-
sues.

-y

tential, and fostering
transparent  gover-
nance free from cor-
ruption. The path for-
ward does not demand
extraordinary intellect
but rather sincere lead-
ership committed to
implementing existing
solutions.

The concept of
Basic Democracy
warrants reevaluation,
with a focus on
strengthening local
bodies to cradicate
poverty and pursue
enduring prosperity
through perpetual re-
forms.

It is incumbent
upon all stakeholders
responsible for the
nation’s development
to prioritize this agenda
and steer Pakistan to-
wards a brighter fu-
ture.

Energy shortage in Balochistan

Ajmal khan
Poverty is not a static or
fixed phenomenon.Itis a
multi-dimensional idea
that encompasses qual-
ity in almost every
sphere of life, ranging
from calorie intake, life
expectancy, living stan-
dards, literacy, and ac-
cess to modern energy
services. This type of
poverty is always ex-
pressed from an income
perspective. Sticking
with the non-income di-
mensions of poverty,
such as health, educa-
tion and living stan-
dards, are as important
as employment.

The two energy in-
dicators of non-income
dimensions, including
electricity (no access to
electricity) and cooking
fuels (wood, dung and
charcoal), constitute
poverty. Goal no. 7 of
SDGs contains universal
access to modern en-
ergy services, increasing
energy efficiency, and
increasing renewable
energy share. As we
know, energy plays a vi-
tal role in the develop-
ment process of a coun-
try, but incase of Paki-
stan, energy poverty is
the largest single drain
on Pakistan's economy.

‘When we talk about
Balochistan, it is the di-
rect and major victim of
energy crisis, and has
slowed down the growth

ing an acute energy
shortage that has
stopped the develop-
ment not only in the
economic and agricul-
ture sector, but also in
every walk of life. Ac-
cording to a document
submitted to the Na-
tional Assembly of Pa-
kistan, only 36% of
Balochistan is electri-
fied, while the remaining
64% of Balochistan still
doesn’t have access to
energy. Due to the scat-
tered population living
in rural areas, it is impos-
sible to electrify them. In
2018, the total demand
of Balochistan was 1650
MW, but supply was
limited to 600 MW, and
in 2019 the demand has
been raisedto 2500 MW.

Energy Projects in

Energy is the
prominent component
of China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC).
Almost 70% of the CPEC
projects were related to
the energy sector,which
comprises thermal,
hydral, coal and wind.
Unfortunately,
Balochistan is being left
out of these projects.
Out of 13 mega projects
related to energy, six
projects are being lo-
cated in Punjab, six in
Sindh and one in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Once again, the energy-
starved and downtrod-

energy beyond 500 MW.
The two transmission
lines worth $4 billion will
run from Matiari to
Faisalabad and Lahore,
respectively. These
transmission lines are
providing 4000 MW to

of the province. den province has been Punjab. Looking at this
Balochistan is the larg- ignored and not given picture, the overall situ-
est  province  of itsdue share tofulfil its ation in rural Balochistan

is worse, where 85% of
the population lives and
some  areas  in
Balochistan are not even

Pakistan, having an area
0£347,190 km square and
a_ population of
12,344,408 people. The

energy demands.The
energy generated by
these projects will not
give any relief to the

major portion of the consumers in  linked with the national
population live in rural Balochistan. grid systems. This is an
areas, constituting The already in- alarmingsituation where
7245%. stalled transmission a major portion of the

Only 36 Percent of
Balochistan has access
to energy:

Balochistan is fac-

population still doesn’t
have access to electric-
ity, and it will further de-
teriorate the growth of

lines are inadequate,
and the province does
not have the capability
and capacity to absorb

the province.
nergy Production

in Balochistan:
Balochistan is pro-
ducing about 2422 MW
of electricity using gas-
based thermal. Almost all
the electricity generated
in the province is being
transmitted to other
provinces. Electricity
has been purchased by
QESCO from two au-
tonomous power pro-
ducers include the Uch
power plant and
Habibullah Coastal
Power plant. The prov-
ince also receives elec-
tricity from Iran and pro-
vides it to the areas
along the border. The
federal government ini-

tiative to reduce load-
shedding will not posi-
tively impact the prov-
ince because the existing
transmission lines are
not that much capable of
supplying any load be-
yond 600 MW. There is

tant to invest in the prov-
ince due tolack of infra-
structure, revenue gen-
eration and security.
Considering all

provide a solar panel to
each house that is more
economical and cost ef-
ficient. It will empower
the socio-economic
these factors, solar en- conditions of the popu-
ergy remains the best lation living in rural ar-
source because eas.

notasingle 500V grid  Balochistan receives the
station in the province.  largest solar radiance in

No doubt, it is im- its area.

possible to provide and According to a
extend transmission World Bank assessment,
lines to the far-flung ar-  Balochistan receives the
eas because it will cost ~highest average sunlight
too much. The electric- in the world, which
ity demand in rural areas makes it rich in solar en-
of Balochistan is very ergy. Keeping in view
low and the houses in these factors and in spite
rural areas need only of extending the trans-
lighting for roomed huts mission lines to the far-
built of mud. Further- flung and remote areas,
more, investors feel hesi-  the government should

The Wind Corridor
of Balochistan and
Government’s efforts:

Besides solar en-
ergy, the wind energy is
another essential source
and Balochistan has
been blessed with a high
rate of wind speeds. The
Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department (PMD),
in their shared data, sug-
gested that the wind
speed in the coastal area
of the province is

enough to generate elec-
tricity. In this line, Paki-
stan Council of Renew-
able Energy Technolo-
gies (PCRET) has elec-
trified 1600 villages
along the coastal side of
Sindh and Balochistan.
A study suggested that
the coastal belt of Paki-
stan can produce 50,000
MW through wind re-
sources. To minimize the
cost of these
projects,the government
should encourage local
manufacturersof wind
turbines.

In this regard, to
overcome the energy
poverty in Balochistan,
the federal government
canplayavital role in al-
leviating energy pov-
erty by using renewable
energy resources in elec-
trifying the rural areas of
Balochistan keeping in
view the solar radiance
and wind speed, there is
a huge potential
forrenewable energy in
the province. They
should not electrify the
far-flung areas with con-
ventional grid-based
methods because it will
maximize their cost as
the traditional modes of
energy are expensive,
and in the longrun, it
cannot meet the energy
demand for sustainable
development. The gov-
ernment should provide
the due share in CPEC
related energy projects

to the province.
Suppose the issues re-
lated to energy poverty
are not taken seriously,
the dream of achieving
SDGs will never be
achieved, and the al-
ready poverty-stricken
province will observe
more difficulties in the
coming days.

The author is a re-
search officer, member of
Balochistan Think Tank
Network.
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‘Inefficiencies

NEWS DESK:The
Supreme Court on
Thursday ruled that
government-run de-
partments cannot in-
voke their own admin-
istrative inefficiencies
and procedural delays
as justification for fail-
ing to ensure timely
promotions.

“Safeguarding an
employee’s right to be
considered for promo-
tion in a timely man-
ner is a right,” ob-
served Justice Ayesha
A. Malik, adding that
the government de-
partments cannot take
shelter behind their in-
efficiencies and inac-
tions by relying on Sec-
tion 8(3) of the Punjab
Civil Servants Act
1974, as they are re-
sponsible for ensuring
timely promotions.

The observation
came in an appeal of
Fakhar Majeed before
the Supreme Court,
which a three-judge
bench comprising Jus-
tice Ayesha A. Malik,
Justice Muhammad
Hashim Khan Kakar,
and Justice Ishtiaq
Ibrahim had taken up
against a February 16,
2024, order of the
Pun}ab Service Tribu-
nal, which had dis-
missed his plea

The Supreme

Court, however, or-
dered the Punjab Irri-
gation Department to
grant promotion to the
employee from 2012
and held the depart-
ment rcsponsnblc for

no reason to
delay promotion: SC

through letters dated
Dec 11, 2008, June 2,
2010, and Nov 12,
2011, for a period not
exceeding one year
under Rule 10(b) of|
the Punjab Civil Ser-
vants &

an “neg-
ligent”, and * mcfﬁ-
cient” delay in pro-

cessing his promotion
for over a decade. The
petitioner stated that
he was entitled to a
proforma promotion,
effective January 18,
2010, as the vacancy
for the post of drafts-
man (BPS-14) be-
came available on that
date. Court says civil
servants should not
suffer due to proce-
dural delays, inaction
of government depart-
ments

The department,
on the other hand,
pleaded that in terms
of Section 8 of the
Act, the employee did
not have any right to
seck proforma promo-
tion from the date of
vacancy, rather pro-
motion was to be
granted with immedi-
ate effect.

Petitioner Fakhar
Majeed was appointed
on Oct 30, 1999, and
later promoted to the
post of draftsman on
current charge basis
three times in BPS-10

(Ap
Condition of Services)
Rules 1974 or till the
arrival of regular in-
cumbent whichever is
carlier.

A Departmental
Promotion Committee
(DPC) was convened
in 2012, but his case
was not considered.
This became the sub-
ject matter of a dis-
pute between the par-
ties.

The employee
was ultimately recom-
mended for promotion
to the post of drafts-
man by the DPC held
on May 4, 2019, and
thereafter promoted
through an office or-
der of May 7, 2019.

The petitioner
claimed that he was
not treated fairly and
was denied the lawful
right of being consid-
ered for promotion in
2012. The issue,
therefore, is the
petitioner’s request
for regular promotion
to the post of drafts-
man (BPS-14) with
effect from Jan 18,
2010.

FIA cybercrime officers
accused of abducting families,
extorting millions

NEWS DESK:A ma-
jor corruption scandal
has surfaced in the
National Cyber Crime
Investigation Agency
(NCCTIA

Gujranwala, as the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) Com-
posite Circle has reg-
istered a case against
three of its own offic-
ers, along with their
accomplices, on
charges of corruption,
bribery, extortion and
abuse of authority.

Three govern-
ment officials, among
others, have been
taken into custody.

The NCCIA, es-
tablished to strengthen
enforcement of cyber
laws, has come under
scrutiny after allega-
tions emerged that its
officers, in collusion
with private individu-
als, struck deals worth
millions ofrupees with
suspects involved in
online fraud cases and
released them after re-
ceiving illegal pay-
ments.

Following reports
from intelligence
agencies and
citizen's complaint, the
FIA initiated action and
registered an FIR.
According to the
FIR, complainant

Muzammil Igbal, a
resident of Garden
Town, Gujranwala,
stated that he had re-
ceived information that
certain FIA Cyber
Crime Wing officers
were extracting huge
sums from accused
persons with the help
of private associates.

He alleged that on
February 2, 2025, uni-
dentified men entered
his house, introduced
themselves as FIA of-
ficials, held family
members hostage,
seized mobile phones
and subjected male
members of the fam-
ily to torture before
blindfolding them and
confining them to a
room.

The complainant
said 15 mobile phones,
a laptop, a car, cash
and ATM cards were
taken away.

The family was
later shifted to the FIA
Cyber Crime office,
where they were
questioned  about
online business activi-
ties a
cryptocurrency.

The FIR further
states that the victims
were forced to pay
large amounts of cash,
cryptocurrency and
money through bank

transactions at differ-
ent times, while fur-
ther payments were
demanded to avoid le-
gal action.

Some items were
later returned, but
cash and one mobile
phone were not.

Another victim,
Salman Raza, alleged
that his family was ab-
ducted, tortured and a
demand of Rs50 mil-
lion was made.

Muzammil Iqbal
claimed that after ne-
gotiations involving
FIA personnel, a "deal"
was finalised for Rs30
million, out of which
Rs3 million in cash and
around Rs1.5 million
through bank and
ATM  transactions
were paid before their
release.

Following a pre-
liminary inquiry, the
FIA registered a case
against FIA Cyber
Crime Wing personnel
Mujahid Ali, Shahroz
and Allah Yar, as well
as their private ac-
complices Haji Wagar,

nd Asim Mahmood and

Usman Ali, under rel-
evant sections of the
Pakistan Penal Code,
anti-corruption laws
and the Prevention of
Electronic  Crimes
Act.

‘Diplomatic win’: In joint session, govt again defends

decision to join Trump-led Board of Peace

NEWS DESK:

The government on Fri-
day again defended its
decision to join the
Board of Peace led by US
President onald
Trump, with Planning |
Minister Ahsan Igbal
saying that Pakistan be-
ing at the “‘centre stage™
along with its brother
Muslim countries to
contribute towards
peace in Gaza and Pales-
une was a “diplomatic

ane Minister
Shehbaz Sharif was
among the leaders and
senior officials of 19
countries, including Pa-
kistan, who gathered in
Davos on Thursday and
put their names to the
founding charter of the
Board of Peace — a
move that has been de-
nounced by the opposi-
tion. Trump had origi-
nally proposed estab-
lishing the board when
he announced his plan
last September to end the
onslaught in Gaza. It meant tooversee Gaza’s
was originally meant to  rebuilding in the interest
oversee peace in Gaza of the Palestinian
after Israel’s two-year people. The matter was
onslaught on the Pales- again debated in a joint
tinian enclave, but the session of Parliament on
board’s charter envi- Friday, summoned by
sions a wider role inre-  President Asif Ali
solving international Zardari a day earlier, and

conflicts. Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Dr Tariq
Fazal Chaudhry on
Thursday had defended
the move in the National
Assembly, saying the
country joined the body

presided over by Na- dent called five times
tional Assembly (NA) [...] Pakistan was being
Speaker Sardar Ayaz pressurised from the
Sadiq. Arguing in de- world, but we took the
fence decision [to conduct the
government’s decision tests] with courage,” he
to join the board during said. Amid a noisy pro-
the session, Iqbal said test from the opposition
this “diplomatic win” benches, he asserted,
should be celebrated. He  “We don’t need to be
began his speech by re- taught about Pakistan’s
calling nuclear tests by defence and integrity.
Pakistanin 1998.“Weset We are the defenders of
an example of Pakistan’s ~ Pakistan’s freedom and
liberty and sovereignty sovereignty.”

when the then-US presi- He went on to em-

phatically state that with
the PML-N in power,
“there can be no danger
to Pakistan’s integrity
and sovereignty.”

Igbal said the gov-
ernment and armed
forces had proved dur-
ing a four-day conflict
with India in May that
anyone intending to
harm the country would
geta befitting reply. “So
nobody can taunt that
weare cowards and neg-
lige

PTI seeks withdrawal of

NEWS DESK:PTIMNA
Asad Qaiser, while
speaking in the National
Assembly on Thursday,
raised objections to the
bill ensuring the secrecy
of lawmakers’ assets
passed a day earlier, say-
ing parliamentarians
were not above ordinary
citizens. He announced
PTI's dissociation from
the bill and sought its
withdrawal.

Under Section 137
of the Elections Act, all
members of parliament
and provincial assem-
blies are required to sub-
mit to the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan
(ECP), on or before Dec
31 each year, a statement
of their assets and liabili-
ties, including those of
their spouses and de-
pendent children. Sec-
tion 138 of the Act re-
quires the ECP to pub-
lish these declarations in
the official gazette.

he  proposed
amendment to Section
138 seeks to insert a pro-
viso stating: “Provided
that the Speaker of the

concerned Assembly or,
as the case may be, the
Chairman of the Senate
‘may, on an application
‘made by a member and
for reasons to be re-
corded in writing, by a
ruling delivered in the
chamber, determine that
the statement of assets
and liabilities of that
member shall not be
published publicly by
the Commission if such
publication would pose
a serious threat to the
life or safety of the mem-
ber o, as the case may
be, his family, for a pe-
riod not exceeding one
year at a time and sub-
ject to the condition that
a complete and true
statement of assets and
liabilities shall be submit-
ted confidentially to the
Election Commission.”
On Thursday, the
House also passed the
Income Tax Third
Amendment Bill 2025,
moved by Minister of
State for Finance Bilal
Azhar Kayani, who said
itaimed to safeguard tax-
payers’ rights and

engthen the Alternate
Dispute Resolution
Com-mittee. NA passes
Income Tax Third
Amendment Bill

The National As-
sembly was informed
that billions of dollars in
investment had been at-
tracted through the Spe-
cial Investment Facilita-
tion Council (SIFC). Par-
liamentary Affairs Min-
ister Tariq Fazal

Chaudhry said invest-
ments had come acro:
multiple sectors, sup-
ported by initiatives
such as the investment
policy and revised visa
policy.

Minister of State
Bilal Azhar Kayani
added that the SIFC
functioned as a single
window to promote in-
vestment and transpar-
ency.

asset secrecy bill

Furthermore, seven
new bills were laid be-
fore the assembly for
consideration.

These included the
National Anti-Money
Launderingand Counter
Financing of Terrorism
Authority Bill, the Na-
tional Archives Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, and the
Abandoned Properties
Management Amend-
ment Bill, 2026.

Death toll from Karachi’s Gul Plaza inferno
reaches 71; search operatlon in ‘ﬁnal stages’

NEWS DESK:The
death toll of Karachi’s
Gul Plaza blaze
crossed 70 on Friday
as rescuers found
more remains from
the rubble of the gut-
ted shopping centre.

Police Surgeon
Dr Summaiya Syed
issued an updated list
of 71 deceased. Of
the 16 identified so far,
nine were identified
through DNA tests,
which have been per-
formed  for 49
samples.

The deadly in-
ferno, which erupted
on the night of Janu-
ary 17 at the mall and
took nearly two days
to be fully extin-
guished, has left the
ground-plus-three-
storey building in ruins,
with some sections
collapsed.

As more bodies
were recovered from
different parts of the
building, officials cau-
tioned that the final toll
can only be deter-
mined once the identi-
fication of the remains
is completed.

Meanwhile, offi-
cials expressed the
hope to complete their
search efforts
today.South Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Javed Nabi Khoso told
reporters that the

Stating that a to-
tal of 77 missing per-
sons had been re-
ported, he said the re-
covery efforts were
being made under the
supervision of the
Sindh Building and
Control Authority’s
(SBCA) team.

The director gen-
eral (DG) of Sindh
Rescue 1122, Briga-
dier (retd) Wajid
Sibghatullah Mahar,
said rescue personnel
were to continue their
recovery efforts in “10
to 15 per cent” of the

search operation was building’s area that
in the “final stages”.  they had been unable
“The search in to access

before.“There are
some concerns that
we have not been able

the wreckage will be
completed today,” he
said.

or it was not acti-
vated,” Mahar said.
He revealed that the
latest technology had
been used over the
past three days to aid
the search process, in
order to locate any in-
dividual who survived
the blaze.

The Rescue 1122
DG added that based
on the information so
far, the fire erupted in
a flower shop, from

to reach the ground
floor, where the fire
erupted.

We hope to find
bodies from there,”
the Rescue 1122 DG
told the media.

Defending Res-
cue 1122°s efforts,
Mabhar asserted that
the teams had modern
equipment,

the inferno had
turned into a third-de-
gree fireby the time

rescue  personnel where it spread
reached the site. through the duct.
The official fur- However, he

ther said that 15 to 20
people were rescued
and evacuated when
the blaze erupted. CM Murad briefs

“Either the fire Sindh AssemblySindh
safety system was not  Chief Minister Murad
present inthe building, Ali Shah also briefed

added, the police were
still investigating why
the fire spread quickly.

the provincial assem-
bly on the incident dur-
ing its proceedings to-
day, with Mayor
Murtaza Wahab in at-
tendance.

He informed the

assembly that the fire
erupted at a ground-
floor shop at 10:14pm
on January 17, with
the first call received
by the Karachi Metro-
politan Corporation
(KMC) from a shop
owner’s son.
The first fire bri-
gade was dispatched
at 10:27pm froma fire
station near the Civil
Hospital Karachi,
Murad said, adding
that Rescue 1122 re-
ceived the first call at
10:36pm.
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ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister for Planning
and  Development
‘Ahsan Iqbal has said
Pakistan has joined
Board of Peace to con-
tribute to peace in Pal-
estine.

He was speaking at

the joint sitting of Par-
liament in response to
the remarks made by
Raja Nasir Abbas, the
Leader of the opposition
in the Senate, and JUI-F
Chief Maulana Fazlur

sion of joining Board of
Peace, he said contrib-
uting to Gaza peace
along with other frater-
nal countries is a diplo-
matic success for Paki-
stan. He said this has

provided us an opportu-
mly to play a role for

protection of rights of
Palestinians and peace.

The Minister for
Planning emphasized
that Pakistan's policy on
Palestine remains un-
changed. He said Paki-
stan considers Israel an

hman.
Defending the deci- aggressor whose hands

Pakistan joins Board of Peace to contribute to peace in Palestine: Ahsan

are soaked in the blood
of innocent Palestinian
people. He said Pakistan
supports the creation of
an independent Pales-
tinian state based on the
pre-1967 borders.
Ahsan Igbal cat-
egorically stated there is

condolences to the fami-
lies who lost their dear
ones and prayed for the
recovery of those injured
in the fire incident.
Paying tributes to
the fire fighters, the reso-
lution demanded the
Sindh government.

kistan. Meanwhile, the
joint sitting of the par-
liament passed a resolu-
tion expressing griefand
sorrow over the cata-
strophic fire at Gul Plaza
in Karachi. The remlu—
tion moved by Far

Sattar extended hcdnfcll

no threat to the
country's sovereignty
and security. Alluding to
the humiliating defeat
inflicted on India by our
armed forces in May
conflict, last year, he
said nobody can dare
cast an evil against Pa-

ISLAMABAD: Group Photo of Chairman Senate of Pakistan,Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani with the|
[Participants of the Global Muslim Business Forum (GMBF)

Heavy snow paralyses Pakistan, roads blocked,
power supply suspended

tiple tehsils. After a
prolonged dry winter,
heavy snowfall has
begun in Kharmang
District.

The weather has
turned extremely cold
as mountains and val-
leys are covered in a
thick white blanket.

Rain and snowfall
continue across Azad
Kashmir, paralyzing
life in many areas.
Upper-region com-
munication roads have
begun closing, cutting
off access.

After

intermittent rain and
snowfall are expected
to continue throughout
the day.

Like other parts of
Azad Kashmir, heavy
and stormy snowfall
continues in Poonch
District, including the
suburbs of Rawalakot.
Authorities say a 20-
year snowfall record
has been broken.

In tourist destina-
tions such as Toli Pir,
Lasdanna, Shaheed
Gul Bilal Potha, and
surrounding areas,
snow depth has ex-

than ten inches has
accumulated in
Kaghan Bazaar.
Snowfall caused elec-
tricity poles and trees
to fall on the Kaghan
Highway, disrupting
power supply.

Kaghan Develop-
ment Authority staff
and machinery are
actively engaged in
clearing snow and re-
moving obstacles. The
administration has ad-
vised the public to
avoid unnecessary
travel in Kaghan Val-
ley.

GILGIT (INP): A
powerful spell of rain
and snowfall has en-
gulfed large parts of
northern Pakistan, dis-
rupting dailylife, clos-
ing major roads, and
intensifying cold con-
ditions as authoritics
urge citizens to avoid
unnecessary travel.
Snowfall has re-
sumed in Murree with
up to six inches of
snow recorded so far.
The Meteorological
Department  says
snowfall will continue

today. Due to heavy many

accumulation, the Several areas of years, light snowtall ceeded eight feet. All
Murree Expressway Mohmand District was also recorded in major and connecting
has been have witnessed his- Muzaffarabad city. roads have been

Rain continues across country with
snowfall in upper regions

LAHORE  (INP):
Widespread intermit-
tent rain continued in
various parts of the
country on Thursday

thunderstorms are ex-
pected in Rawalpindi,
Jhelum, Attock,
Chakwal, Talagang,
Sargodha, Hafizabad,

heavy rain and snow-
fall are also likely at
isolated places in up-

er hyber
Pakhtunkhwa, north-

erate to heavy rain and
snow during the pe-
iod.

The PMD has
warned that heavy

with heavy snowfall in eastern Punjab and Sialkot, Narowal, rain and snowfall may

upper regions under Kashmir, while cold Gujrat, Gujranwala,

the influence of a and dryweather is ex- Mandi Bahauddin, andslippery conditions

strong weather sys- pected to prevail over Lahore, Kasur, Okara, in Naran, Kaghan,

tem, turning the mostother partsofthe Nankana Sahib, Dir, Swat, Kalam,

weather cold. country. Sheikhupura, Chitral, Kohistan,
The rain started in Islamabad and Faisalabad and Mansehra

Lahore, like many
other parts of the
country, around the
evening and continued
till late night with oc-
casional gaps, causing
a sharp drop in tem-

surrounding areas are
expected to remain
cloudy with rain and
wind-thunderstorms.
In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, rain
with snowfall over the

Chiniot. Heavy rain
and hailstorms may
also occur in north-
castern districts. Cold
and cloudy weather
with rain and snowfall
is expected in Murree,

Abbottabad, Shangla,
Astore, Hunza,
Skardu, Murree,
Galiyat, Neelum Val-
ley, Bagh, Poonch,
Haveli and Rawalakot
during tonight and

perature and wet con- hills is forecast for Galiyat and surround- January 23.

ditions across the city. Chitral, ing areas, with moder- There s alsoa risk
According to the Dir, Swat, atc to heavy precipita- of flash flooding in lo-

Pakistan Meteorologi- Shangla, Kohistan, tionlikelyduringmorn- cal nullahs and

cal  Department Battagram, Manschra, ing hours. streams of upper

(PMD), rain accom- Abbottabad, Haripur, Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

Balochistan are ex-
pected to remain cold
and dry in most dis-
tricts. In Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan, cloudy
weather with intermit-
tent rain, wind-thun-
derstorms and snow-
fall is forecast, with
the possibility of mod-

Maintaining peace in
province is KP govt’s

panied by wind and
thunderstorms, with
snowfall over the hills,
is expected to con-
tinue today (Friday) in
upper Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Kash-
mir, Gilgit-Baltistan,
Islamabad and upper
Punjab. Moderate to

Attaullah
Tarar greets
newly elected

Buner, Bajaur,
Mohmand, Khyber,
Orakzai, Peshawar,
Charsadda, Swabi and
Nowshera. Moderate
to heavy snowfall is
likely in the upper dis-
tricts.

In Punjab, inter-
mittent rain and wind-

Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kashmir, while land-
slides and avalanches
may occur in hilly ar-
cas. Tourists have
been advised to re-
main extra cautious
and avoid unnecessary
travelling during the
forecast period.

PASC office P O
bearers responsibility: Abadullah
ISLAMABAD (INP): | PESHAWAR (INP): pense. He questioned
Minister for Information | Leader of the Opposi- "He should have wheretheRs9,000 billion

and  Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar has con-
gratulated the newly
elected office bearers of
the Press Association of
the Supreme Court and
expressed best wishes
for their tenure.

Tn his statement, the
Minister congratulated
President Imran
‘Waseem, Vice President
Abrar Astori, General
Secretary Amanat Raza
Gishkori, Finance Secre-
tary Abid Nisar, Informa-
tion Secretary Sehrish
Khan, and members of
the executive body
Zahid Sharif, Rauf
Bazmi,
Shahbaz.

The
termed Press
tion of the
Court as vital and pres-
tigious journalistic fo-
rum.

T

tion in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
Dr Ibadullah on Friday
said that maintaining
peace and providing se-
curity is the basic re-
sponsibility of the pro-
vincial government.
Addressing a Press
conference in Peshawar,
Dr Ibadullah said chief
ministers are installed
and removed at will,
questioning what kind
of leadership the people
of the province are be-
ing forced to witness.
"The province has prac-
tically been turned into
ajoke," he remarked.
and Sabeen The opposition
leader further alleged
that despite the security
situation, the chief min-
ister spends time touring
Lahore and Punjab, en-
joying leisure trips and
dining at public ex-

been present in his an-
cestral district with the
internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs) during op-
erations, where, after
sunset, there is no effec-
tive writ of the govern-
‘ment, and people cannot
even leave their homes,"
he said,

adding that the writ
of the government does
not exist in the province
and is instead exercised
by "others."

Ibad claimed that
while the people of KP
live in fear, the rulers re-
main busy in luxuries,
enjoying official proto-
col even outside the
province.

He pointed out that
in 2013 the province's
debt stood at Rs150 bil-
lion, which has now
surged to Rs1,000 bil-
lion.

allegedly provided by
the federal government
to the PTI-led adminis-
tration had gone and
who should be held ac-
countable.

He said that the
law-and-order situation
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
is worsening day by day.
Abadullah said that the
provincial government is
acting as the Leader of
the Opposition in KP.

He said that in case
the KP government fails
to bring the situation
under its control, then
they should resign imme-
diately.

He accused Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf
workers of facilitating
terrorists. Abadullah
said that the provincial
government is doing
negative politics under
the head of FATA.

Minister

o
RAWALPINDI: Parliamentary Secretary for Information & Broadeasting Barrister Danyal
Chaudhry presides over Gordon College Annual Sports Gala.

toric snowfall, includ-
ing Ambar, Baizai, and
Pindilai tehsils. Snow-
fall was also reponed
in the Yousuf Baba
area of Pang Ghar
tehsil and parts of
Charsadda.

Snow accumula-
tion across Ambar
Atmankhel and Baizai
tehsils has intensified
cold conditions and in-

closed, bringing tourist
movement and traffic
to a halt.

In Mansehra, rain
continues in the plains
while intermittent
snowfall persists in
upper areas. The main
highway in Kaghan
Valley has been closed
due to heavy snowfall.

About one foot of
snow has fallen in the
tourist resort of creased difficulties for
Shogran, while more residents across mul-

Karachi Port-Kazakhstan
railway connectivity will
open new avenues for
trade, transit: Abbasi

ISLAMABAD (INP): on the proposed Paki-
stan-Kazakhstan ra
way connectivity, in-
cluding the preparation
of a plan to establish a
direct rail link from
Karachi to Central Asia.

“This comprehen-
sive railway project, re-
flecting the Prime
Minister’s vision, will
serve as a milestone for
the entire region,”
Abbasi said.

The minister said
that the President of

khstan is likely to

it Pakistan on Febru-
ary 3, during which a for-
mal Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) will
be signed to advance
the project.

According to the
Ministry of Railways,
the Pakistan
ann s(an railway con

ivity project s e:
mdtcd at $7 billion and
is planned to be com-
pleted within a record
period of three years.

Heavy snowfall per-
sists in Neelum Valley
and Leepa Valley,
with more than three
feet of snow reported
in Neelum Valley.
Snowfall was also
recorded in  Pir
Chinasi, Makra Ganja
Pahar, JThelum Valley,
Bagh, Poonch, and
Haveli districts. Elec-
tricity and phone ser-
vices remain disrupted
in upper areas, while

Murree Police, Rescue
1122 on high alert

as snowfall begins

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Murree Police and
the Punjab Emergency
Service Rescue 1122
were on high alert as
snowfall began in the hill
station on Thursday
evening, with the police
issuing a 10-point travel
advisory urging tourists
and residents to avoid
non-essential journeys.
District Police Of-
ficer (DPO) Murree Dr
Muhammad Raza
Tanveer Sipra said the
police, traffic authorities
and Rescue 1122 were
fully mobilised to ensure
public safety and main-
tain traffic flow. He
stressed that coopera-
tion from citizens and
sential to
prevent accidents as se-
vere weather set in.
escue 1122 has
strengthened its winter
response by deploying
two 4x4 Toyota jeeps
temporarily provided by
the Deputy Commis-
sioner Murree, along
with utility bikes, to en-

closed, and the power
transmission system is
completely suspended.

he severe cold
has confined residents
to their homes, with
elderly people, chil-
dren, and patients fac-
ing severe hardship.
The SDMA has issued
a red alert, urging
people to stay indoors,
avoid travel, and take
precautionary mea-
sures.

sure rapid rescue on nar-
row, snow-blocked
roads. The vehicles will
operate in Kuldana, Jhika
Gali, Lower Topa and
surrounding areas, res-
cuing snowbound ve-
hicles and transporting
stranded tourists to tem-
porary shelters set up by
the district administra-
tion. All emergency
teams have been mobi-
lized under the special
directions of Secretary
Emergency Services
Punjab Dr Rizwan
Nascer (Sitara-i-Imtiaz)
and remain on 24-hour
alert, additional
teams stationed in urban
areas and along high-
ways. In the advisory,
the police urged travel-
lers to ensure their ve-
hicles are winter-ready
with snow chains and a
full fuel tank, maintain
low speeds, keep a safe
distance from other ve-
hicles, avoid night travel
and use heaters care-
fully with windows
slightly open.

Abbasi Thursday said
that the Karachi Port—
Kazakhstan railway con-
nectivity a mega initia-
tive that would open
new avenues for trade,
transit and regional inte-
gration. During a meet-
ing with Ambassador of
Kazakhstan Yerzhan
Kistafin in Islamabad,
focusing on strengthen”
ing regional connectiv-
ity and enhancing bilat-
eral cooperation in the
railway sector, the min-
ister s d Pakistan Rail-
ways’ regional connec-
tivity initiative as a
highly important and
strategic project under
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif’s vision to link
Pakistan with Central
Asia through an inte-
grated rail network.

He said significant
progress has been made

'ULTAN: State Minister for Power Abdul Rehman Khan Kanju addresses the in-
augural and distribution ceremony of the Prime Minister's Youth Laptop Scheme
[Phase-IV at Jinnah Auditorium, Bahauddin Zakariya University (BZU).

Official logo for Basant festival ready

LAHORE  (INP): the logo. All official City Bilal Ahmad, kites despite the ban.
Official logo for Basant activities will more than 12,000 kites The accused were
Basant festival, re- be under the same were recovered and using a loader vehicle
flecting Lahore Fort, branding. both the accused who and cardboard boxes
colorful kites and a Official trademark brought illegal supply to deliver kites.The
glimpse of Punjabi cul- has been created to of kites under the vehicle used by the
ture is ready. discourage fake post- guiseofalicense were accused was also
Drums, flowers ers and unauthorized arrested and a case taken into custody by
and vibrant colors and events. has been registered the police.
the cultural identity of This official logo against them. The ac- As  many as
Basant captured in a will be mandatory on cused were illegally 12,600 ready-made
frame. In the logo, col- permits and promo- ordering kites from kites worth hundreds
orful kites, drums and tional materials. Faisalabad and were of thousands of ru-
cultural instruments on Meanwhile, a going to sell them in pees were recovered
the sides also included. loader truck full of Lahore. from the possession of
Artwork of char- kites was seized by the Shahdra Chowki the a; and a
acters representing police while takingac-  Sagian Police took case was registered.
Punjabi culture, flow- tion againstkite selling timely action and Kite flying and its pur-
ers and vibrant colors illegally in Shahdra seizeda vehicle full of chase and sale will be
on the bottom and Lahore. kites. The accused allowed as per gov-
edges also included in According to SP wereillegally ordering ernment orders.
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IGP Balochistan Promotes Sports for Police Personnel’s
Physical and Mental Well-being

QUETTA: Inspector
General of Police
(IGP) Balochistan,
Muhammad Tahir,
emphasized the impor-
tance of promoting
sports within the
Balochistan Police,
highlighting that pro-
viding athletes with all
necessary facilities is
atop priority.

He stressed that
sports play a pivotal
role in keeping society
free from negative ac-
tivities and contribute
to the mental and
physical strength of
the youth.““He made
these remarks during
acricket match held at
the Police Training
College (PTC), where
he addressed the
players.

The match was
organized between
the PTC Commandant
and the trainees. IGP
Balochistan praised
the performance of the
young police athletes,
noting that they are
bringing honor to both
the province and the

stated.

During his visit,
the IGP interacted
wnth trainees playing

ket, football, and

department on a na-
tional level.

The participation
of young police offic-
ers in sports not only
improves discipline, tol-
erance, teamwork,

rovides a
constructive outlet for
the youth, guiding them
away from societal
vices,” IGP volleyball, acknow]-
Muhammad ~Tahir edging their enthusi-

asm, dedication, and
performance.

His encourage-
ment and appreciation
helped uplift the spir-
its of the trainees.

In addition, futsal,

fought matches, the
Commandant Staff
emerged victorious in
all three formats —
cricket, football, and
volleyball.

IGP Muhammad
Tahir also participated
as a special guest in
the cricket match, fur-
ther boosting the mo-
rale of the trainees.

The event was at-
tended by Additional
IGP and B(‘ Com-
mandant faq
Ahmed, PT( Com-
mandant  Sherzad
Akbar, PSO Attezaz
Ahmed, and other se-
nior officers.

At the conclusion
of the event, the IGP
distributed awards to
the outstanding per-
formers in the sports
events and reaffirmed
his commitment to
continuously promot-
ing sports activities
within the Balochistan

matches of the cricket
tournament, the PTC
Lommandanl Staff Police, ensuring that
Team off such positive and
against the trainees in healthy endeavors are
intense and thrilling sustained in the fu-
contests. After hard- ture.

football, and volleyball
tournaments were or-
gamzed for the train-

and positive engage-
ment. In the final

Important Meeting of District Coordination
Committee Held in Jaffarabad: Review of
Ongoing Development Projects under B.S.D.I.

JAFFARABAD:
An important meeting
of the District Coordi-
nation Committee was
held under the chair-
manship of Deputy
Commissioner Khalid
Khan, with the partici-
pation of district heads
from various depart-
ments.

The meeting fo-
cused on the detailed
revlew of ongoing de-

projects
under the Balochistan
Special Development
Initiative (B.S.D.I.
Phase I and 1II.

During the ses-
sion, cach district head
presented an update
on the progress of .|
their respective special attention and ity services for the
projects, highlighting completed within the public.

DC Sibi Chairs Meeting on Correction
of Date of Birth in SAP System

SIBI:A meeting re- recorded in the SAP in detail and decided
garding the correction of system. ) upon in the upcoming
Date of Birth in the SAP Cases with com- meeting.
system of government plete and valid docu- Deputy Commis-
employees was held un- mentation were ap- sioner Sibi directed that
der the chairmanship of proved, while some all cases should be pro-
Deputy Commissioner cases wererejected due  cessed transparently
Sibi, Major (R) Ilyas to incomplete records. and strictly in accor-
Kubzai. Additionally, afew new dance with rules and

The meeting was cases were presented regulations, ensuring
attended by committee before the committee, timely relief for eligible
members including Se- which will be reviewed  government employees.
nior Accounts Officer
Mir Gehram Lashari, Dis-
trict Education Officer
Abdul Sattar Lango, In-
charge Local & Domicile
Branch Ali Buzdar, along
with the affected govern-
ment employees.

During the meeting,

b
PPP Leader Haji Ali Madad Jatak Meets
Citizens in Quetta to Address Public Issues

QUETTA: Senior the meeting, the at- up with the relevant Jatak further stated
Pakistan Peoples tendees raised their departmentsand high- that the PPP has al-
Party (PPP) leader concerns, issues, and ranking officials for ways believed in
and Member of Pro- suggestions, which prompt and effective people-centric politics,
vincial ~Assembly Haji Ali Madad Jatak solutions. and he would continue
(MPA) Haji Ali attentively listened to He emphasized to highlight the con-
Madad Jatak held an with seriousness and that as a public repre- cerns of the public on
important meeting at empathy. sentative, his foremost ~ every forum.

his residence in Addressing the priority is to serve the He pledged to re-
Quetta, where he in- gathered citizens, Haji people, protect their main committed to
teracted with a large Ali Madad Jatak as- rights, and resolve serving the people and
number oftribal elders sured them that their fulfilling their trust in
and citizens. During issues would be taken him.

L e

time frame.
He emphasized that
no compromise will be
made on the quality of
the  development
projects, urging the
use of all available re-
sources to ensure
timely and high-qual-

encoun-
tered and the stages of
completion.
Addressing the
gathering, Deputy
Commissioner Khalid
Khan directed that all
ongoing schemes un-
der B.S.D.L be given

i,

The Deputy Com-
missioner also in-
structed the district
heads to enhance co-
ordination, expedite
field monitoring activi-
ties, and submit regu-
lar progress reports to
ensure the successful
achievement of devel-

opment objectives.

the Deputy Commis-
sioner Sibi personally re-
viewed all submitted
cases and thoroughly
examined the relevant
documents.

The committee dis-
cussed the cases that
were presented in the
previous meeting, in
which employees” dates
of birth were incorrectly

their problems.
Haji Ali Madad

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
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GWADAR: An impor-
tant meeting of the Dis-
trict Education Group
Committee was held un-
der the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Gwadar, Nageebullah
Kakar, to review key
education-related mat-
ters across the district.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Dr. Abdul
Shakoor, District Educa-
tion Officer Zahid
Hussain, District Officer
Education (Female)
Zaratoon Bibi, District
Officer Education (Male)
Abdul Wahab Majeed,
Principal Government
Boys Degree College
Naseer Baloch, Principal
Government Girls De-
aree College Sabeen
Baloch, District Ac-
counts Officer, Social

Welfare  Officer
Ubaidullah, District
Manager NRSP Peer Jan

Baloch, SDO B&R,
Deputy DEOs from all
tehsils, and representa-
tives from UNICEF and

Duringthe meeting,
participants held a de-
tailed discussion on the
recent appointment of
contract teachers (Phase
IV). The Deputy Com-
missioner received a
briefing regarding the
activation of 12 addi-
tional schools in Gwadar
district and issued clear
instructions to ensure
these schools are made
functional at the earliest.

The meeting also
reviewed ongoing de-
velopment schemes and
projects under BSDI and
PSDP in educational in-
stitutions across the dis-
trict. Key challenges
faced by schools were
identified, and detailed
discussions were held
on further development
works and provision of
basic facilities in
schools.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Naqeebullah
Kakar emphasized the
need to address the i
sue of student drop-
outs, discussing their
causes, dropout rates,
and effective measures
to reduce the problem.
Matters related to qual-
ity education, the cur-
rént status of madrassas,
and their registration
process were also
reviewed.““All stake-
holders presented re-
ports based on their field
visits and performance
assessments.

The Deputy Com-
missioner issued strict
directives regarding sal-
ary deductions for ab-
sent teachers.
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Airport moved to privatisation list

NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment has shelved a
plan to outsource the
‘management and opera-
tions of Islamabad Inter-
national Airport to the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) after Abu Dhabi
lost interest in the pro-
cess.

The deadlock be-
tween the two countries
emerged following re-
peated delays by the
UAE in nominating an

entity for the
outsourcing of
Islamabad International

Airport.

The government
has now approved a
proposal to include
Islamabad International
Airport in the active
privatisation list follow-
ing the recent succe:
ful privatisation of Paki-
stan International Air-
lines (PIA).

Sources told The
Express Tribune that de-
spite initial interest
shown by the UAE, it
failed to communicate
the name of the nomi-
nated entity for the
outsourcing of the man-
agement and operations
of Islamabad Interna- UAE was not interested
tional Airport, indicating in continuing the pro-
disinterest on the part of ~ cess. Consequently, the
the UAE. government approved a

Official sources proposal to include
said the Pakistani side Islamabad International
had sought a clear re- Airport in the active
sponse from the UAE by  privatisation list, follow-
sending a final call let- ing the example of the
ter. In response, the UAE  highly  successful
conveyed that it was privatisation of Pakistan

International Airlines.
Earlier, the govern-
ment had not acceded to
the UAE's request for in-
clusion of Jinnah Inter-
national Airport (JIAP),
Karachi, and Allama
Igbal International Air-
port (AIIAP), Lahore, in
the draft government-
to-government (G2G)
framework agreement.
Moreover, the Gov-
emment of the UAE's re-

still unable to confirm
any nominated entity.
It further said the

quest for privatisation

rected the relevant min-
istry to continue engage-
ment with the UAE side
for outsourcing of
Islamabad Airport only.
The Government of the
United Arab Emirates
had also conveyed its
interest through its em-
bassy in Islamabad in
the management and op-
eration of Islamabad In-
ternational Airport.
The government

of the air link between
Abu Dhabi and Pakistan
under the draft G2G
framework agreement
was not backed by the
government of Pakistan.

The government
had also constituted a
negotiation committee
under the chairmanship
of the Adviser to the
Prime Minister on
Privatisation and had di-

had directed the minis-
try to seek clarity from
the UAE side on the
nominated entity to be

ioned in the draft

submitted a summary to
the Cabinet Committee
on Privatisation (CCoP)
proposing the inclusion
of Islamabad, Karachi
and Lahore airports in
the active privatisation
list for outsourcing.
The cabinet body
approved the inclusion
of Karachi and Lahore
airports in the list, while
Islamabad Airport was
excluded for the time be-

concerned
istry was also di-
rected to seek a final re-
sponse from the Govern-
ment of the UAE within
one week on its intent
regarding the ongoing
G2G  process  for
outsourcing Islamabad
Airport.

The UAE side con-
veyed that it was unable
to specify the name of
the nominated entity at
that stage, stating that
the commercial and tech-
nical governance re-
quirements associated
with the G2G framework
agreement needed to be
finalised first, after
which the nominated
entity would be shared.

in this regard, the

thority and the UAE
side. Adelegation led by
|he_ A_dviser to the Prime

o
, along with

framework agreement,
while the Pakistan Air-
ports Authority (PAA)
had been nominated
from the Pakistan side.
Multiple  draft
agreements were ex-
changed between the
Pakistan Airports Au-

ministry ar-
gued that persistent de-
Tays bythe UAE in nomi-
nating an entity were
hampering the
government's efforts to
outsource the manage-
ment and operations of
Islamabad International
Airport.

senior officers from the
concerned ministries,
also visited Abu Dhabi
to hold meetings with
UAE officials to discuss
and finalise the draft
framework agreement.
Meanwhile, the
Privatisation Division

Sustainable growth key to
economic transformation,
says minister

NEWSDESK : transformation. ductivity enhancement

Pakis-tan’s journey to- Drawing lessons not just headline GDP
wards a trillion-dollar from China’s develop- growth — must remain
economy is only pos- ment journey, Mr Sheikh Pakistan’s economic

north  star. ~ He
emphasised technology

sible through alignment

highlighted how China’s
of policy, capital indus-

focus on value-added

ADB warns Pakistan’s Al reforms
outpacing state capacity

NEWS DESK:The
Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has identi-
fied that Pakistan's push
to modernise public ser-
vices through artificial
i i is confront-

on allowing public offi-
cials to design the tools
they use," they said.
The adoption of Al
in public sector entities,
along with the contribu:
tion of local players, in-

try, and institutions, said
Minister for Board of In-
vestment Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh, pointing out
that fragmented
progress cannot deliver
sustainable growth.
Speaking at the
Pakis-tan Leadership
Conversa-tion  on
Thursday, the minister
emphasised collective
acceleration, export-led
growth, and investor- man capital is critical for
friendly reforms as key sustainable develop-
drivers for economic ment, adding that pro-

fl {

products and export-led
growth transformed it
into one of the world’s
leading exporters.

He stressed that Pa-
kistan can replicate this
success by upgrading its
production base, im-
proving quality stan-
dards, and moving up the
global value chain.

e underlined that
future-fit and skilled hu-

adoption,
pacity, and
formalisation
strengthen competitive-
ness.

ca-
SME

Highlighting digital
transformation, Qaiser
Ahmed Sheikh said that
digital technologies, ar-
tificial intelligence, and
fintech can enable Paki-
stan to leapfrog eco-
nomically, provided
adoption moves from pi-
lot projects to large-
scale platforms.

T

ing deep structural bar-
riers, as fragmented data
systems, weak inter-
agency coordination,
low digital literacy and
limited institutional ca-
pacity continue to con-
strain access to govern-

cluding the input of gov-
ernment officers in de-
veloping Al-based solu-
tions, is greatly needed
in Pakistan to replace
complicated and time-
consuming processes,
said Mehwish Salman
mentservices and tax ad-  Ali, CEO and Founder of
ministration, raising Data Vault Pakistan and
concerns that technol- ZahanatAlL
ogy-driven reforms may | &3 7=
outpace the state's abil-
ity to implement them
effectively.

These challenges
were identified by
Farzana Noshab, Lead
Economics Officer at the
Public Sector Manage-
ment and Governance
Sector Office of the ADB
Sectors Group, and Yuji
Miyaki, Public Manage-
ment Specialist (Taxa-
tion) at the ADB Sectors
Department, in a blog
post published on the

website.

"Improving govern-
ment efficiency through
Al depends less on de-
veloping new algorithms
or complex models than

77 o

Intel forecasts weak quarter as Al server
chip demand outstrips supply

NEWS DESK:Intel
(INTC.O) said on Thurs-
day it struggled to sat-
isfy demand for its server
chips used in Al data
centres, and forecast
quarterly revenue and
profit below market %es-
timates, sending shares
down 13% in after-hours
trading.

The forecast under-
scores the difficulties
faced by Intel in predict-
ing global chip markets,
where the company's
current products are the
result of decisions
?made years ago.

The  company,
whose shares have risen
40% in the past month,
recently launched a
long-awaited laptop chip
designed to reclaim its
lead in personal comput-
ers just as a memory
chip crunch is expected
to depress sales across
that industry.

Meanwhile, Intel ex-
ecutives said the com-
pany was caught off
guard by surging de-
mand for server central
processors that accom-
pany Al chips.

Despite running its
factories at capacity,
Intel cannot keep up
with demand for the
chips, leaving profitable
data centre sales on the

table while the new PC
chip squeezes its mar-

earnings ?per share to
break even in the first
quarter, compared with
expectations of adjusted
earnings of 5 cents per
share.
Investors and ana-
lysts have hoped that
rapid data centre
buildouts commis-
sioned by large tech
companies to advance
their Al businesses will
drive sales for Intel's tra-
ditional server chips that
are used alongside
Nvidia's (NVDA.O) mar-
ket-leading graphics
processing units (GPU).
Demand for Al sur-

L)

ns.

"In the short term,
I'm disappointed that we
are not able to fully meet
the demand in our mar-
kets," Chief Executive
Officer Lip-Bu Tan told
analysts on ?a confer-
ence call. The company
forecast current-quarter
revenue between $11.7
billion and $12.7 billion,
compared with analysts’
average estimate of
$12.51 billion, according
to data compiled by
LSEG

Tt expects adjusted

. ihlel

NEWS DESK:Telenor
said on Thursday it
would sell its 30.3 per
cent stake in Thailand’s
True Corporation for
$3.92 billion, its second
divestment from Asia in
recent months, lifting
the Norwegian group’s
shares 8 pc.

Telenor said it had
signed an agreement

prised some of the
cloud-computing giants,
which have had t
seramble in order to up-
grade 2aging fleets of
chips because of an
Verosion in networking
performance,” finance
chief David Zinsner told
Reuters in an interview.
"They were all a
little bit caught off

guard,” Zinsner said. | with Arise Digital Tech-
Intel has held offon | nology ~ Company,
investing heavily %in its | owned by Khun

next-generation manu-
facturing  process
known as 14A, while
waiting for a large cus-
tomer, Zinsner said.

Suphachali
Chearavanont, to sell
24.95 pc in True and
then its remaining 5.35
pe stake two years after
the closing of the initial
deal.

Telenor has been a
major investor in Asian
telecoms since the
1990s, building opera-
tions in Bangladesh,
Thailand, Malaysia and
Pakistan, but has re-
cently said it is open to
deals as the industry
matures.

May also do deals

alaysia,
Bangladesh“With the
completion of the sale of
Telenor Pakistan in De-
cember, and the agree-
ment to sell our shares
in True we have taken
big steps in delivering
on that strategy,”
Telenor CEO Benedicte

e

She pointed out
that local Al tools and
chatbots are being en-
couraged in public sec-
tor departments, par-
ticularly to structure da-
tabases at a faster pace
and facilitate the public
a cilitate

public services often
rely on external suppli-
ers who design systems
without fully under-
standing the needs of
agencies or citizens.
This approach can lead
to slow adoption, limited

lows artificial intelli-
gence to be introduced
where it delivers the
most value, the blog
noted.

For instance, the
Federal Board of Rev-
enue has recently

in ser and systems. tax adminis-
However, she that donot alignwith on- tration and filing proce-
stressed that the integra-  the-ground realif dures.

tion of public and busi-
ness data should remain
within the country,
housed in local data

centres.
In Pakistan, at-
tempts to modernise
nocernise

These reforms in-
clude launching a user-
friendly electronic tax
return form with auto-fill
features and developing
tailored forms for differ-
ent taxpayer categories,
including an upcoming
Urdu version.

The online filing
system has also been
upgraded for real-time
data sharing, while with-
holding tax payments
have been automated
and expanded to include
digital invoicing.

These efforts re-
duced previously com-
plex and numerous re-
quirements to a limited
number of straightfor-
ward steps.

This streamlining
not only made compli-
ance easier for citizens
but also improved trans-
; parency and efficiency
5 for officials, the blog

. said.

Instead of receiving
pre-built solutions, gov-
ernment teams should
define their needs and
help shape system func-
tions from the start.
This approach al-

Télenor es its stké
Corporation for $3.9 billion

Schilbred Fasmer said in
astatement.

Telenor’s  other
Asian  companies,
Malaysia’s CelcomDigi
where it owns 33.1 pc
and Grameenphone
where it holds a 55.8 pe
stake, could also become
subject to deals, the
group said.

“It’s business as
usual until such time
that any opportunities
present themselves,”
Chief Financial Officer
Torbjorn Wist told
Reuters in a telephone

in Thailand’

True

interview.
“We know we’re
going to be focusing on
delivering value to our
remaining assets in Ma-
laysia and Bangladesh.
And then over time,
we’ll see if we can find
structural opportunities
for those as well,” Wist
said.True is one of
Thailand’s  biggest
telecom operators with
around 60 million cus-
tomers.
Telenor will book an
accounting gain of 14.7b
Norwegian crowns at

the current exchange
rate at the closing of the
initial stake sale and said
it aimed to provide fur-
ther information next
month on the use of the
proceeds.

The divestment,
which is expected to
close within a few
months, is projected to
boost Telenor’s return
on capital employed and
underpins he
company’s goal of fo-
cusing more of its busi-
ness in the Nordic re-

gion, it said.
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Real Madrid (RMA) are football's biggest earners

NEWS DESK:Real
Madrid remained the
biggest-earning club in
world football during the
2024-25 season while
Liverpool for the first
time generated the most
revenues in the Premier
League, according to an
annual financial list pub-
lished on Thursday.

The Spanish club
topped Deloitte's Foot-
ball Money League with
1.16 billion euros ($1.36
billion) of revenue de-
spite not winning either
LaLiga or the Champi-
ons League.

The only club to
make more than $1 billion
in the past two seasons,
Real Madrid benefited in
2024-25 from a whop-
ping 23% rise in commer-
cial revenue - driven by
merchandise and corpo-
rate partners - to 594 mil-
lion euros, the Deloitte
figures showed, opens
new tab.

Perennial rivals and
reigning LaLiga champi-
ons Barcelona were the
second highest earners
with 975 million euros,
back in the top three for
the first time in five
years.Bundesliga cham-
pions Bayern Munich

ranked third with 861 mil-
lion euros, ahead of
Champions League win-
ners Paris St-Germain on
837 million euros.
Liverpool's fifth
place in the global
money list, with 836 mil-
lion euros of revenues
from the season they

ANennl on 822 million.
nchester
Umted’s slide
Manchester United,
who finished a lowly
15th in the Premier
League last season, fell
from fourth to eighth in
revenues with 793 million
euros - their lowest-ever

won the Premier League,
was the strongest per-
formance of any English
club in the 29-year his-
tory of the rankings.
Manchester City
dropped to sixth with
829 million euros, fol-
lowed by this season's
Premier League leaders

584 million.Overall, rev-
enue for the top 20 clubs
rose 11%toarecord 12.4
billion euros. Commer-
cial income increased to
5.3 billion euros, driven
by expanded stadium
usage non-
matchdays, rising spon-
sorship deals and im-
proved retail operations.
Matchday revenue
grew the fastest, up 16%
t02.4 billion euros, while
broadcast revenue rose
10%, helped by the ex-
panded FIFA Club
‘World Cup in the United
States last summer.
Deloitte said the rise
of some Saudi Pro
League clubs and Inter
Miami from Major
League Soccer could
challenge the financial
hegemony of Europe's
‘major sidés in the future.
"Squads filled with
' star players have had a
‘major impact on the glo-
bal profile of clubs and
both leagues," it said.
"For the MLS in
particular, capitalising
on this opportunity fol-
lowing the 2026 FIFA
World Cup could be the
key to unlocking a new
market of football fans
in the United States."

position in the Money
League that they have
topped 10 times in the
past.

Deloitte noted that
United's revenue out-
look for the current sea-
son will worsen due to
their absence from Euro-
pean competition and

early exits from the FA
Cup and League Cup.
"If you went back
10.0r 15 years, Manches-
ter United's matchday
revenue was the indus-
try leader,”" said Tim
Bridge, lead partner at
Deloitte's Sports Busi-
ness Group."Their abil-

ity to generate commer-
cial revenue was the
benchmark for the mar-
ket. Idon’t think that re-
mains the case.”

Six Premier League
sides made the global
top 10, with Tottenham
ninth on 673 million eu-
ros and Chelsea 10th on

Pakistan unveil 16-member squad
for T201 series against Australia

NEWS DESK:The
Pakistan  Cricket
Board has named a
16-member squad for
the upcoming three-
match T20T series
against Australia at
the Gaddafi Stadium,
Lahore. The matches
will take place on 29,
31 January, 1 February
and will begin at 4pm
PKT.

Babar Azam and
Shaheen Shah Afridi
have returned to the
T201 squad after miss-
ing the three-match
away series against
Sri Lanka in early
Janua

Shadab Khan will
continue to build on his

stan soil after a soli-
tary T20Tin April 2022
at Gaddafi Stadium.
l6-member
squad: Salman Ali
Agha (captain), Abrar
Ahmed, Babar Azam,
Faheem Ashraf,
Fakhar Zaman,
Khawaja Mohammad

Akram Cheema (team
manager), Mike
Hesson (head coach),
Ashley Noffke (bowl-
ing coach), Shane
McDermott (fielding
coach), Hanif Malik
(batting coach), Cliffe
Deacon (physiothera-
pist), Grant Luden
(strength and condi-
tioning coach), Talha
Ejaz (performance
analyst), Syed Nacem
Ahmed (media man-
ager), Lt. Col. (r)
Usman Anwari (secu-
rity manager), Dr
‘Wajid Ali Rafai (team
doctor), Dr Raheel
Karim (psychiatrist)
and Muhammad
Ehsan (masscur

comeback in the pre-
vious T201 series and
will form part of a
strong spin-bowling
contingent along with
Abrar Ahmed,
Mohammad Nawaz
and Usman Tariq.
Pakistan squad
and player support per-
sonnel are expectedto Nafay (wk),
convene in Lahore on Mohammad Nawaz,
Saturday, 24 January Mohammad Salman
and will begin their Mirza, Mohammad
preparations for the Wasim Jnr, Naseem
series the following Shah,  Sahibzada
Farhan (wk), Saim
Ayub, Shaheen Shah
to arrive in Pakistan Afridi, Shadab Khan,
on Wednesday, 28 Usman Khan (wk)
February and will play and Usman Tariq
just their second series Player support
in the format on Paki- personnel: Naveed

o
5

y.
Australia are set

Kane double fires Bayern into
Champions League last 16

NEWS DESK:Harry
Kane scored twice in
three second-half min-
utes as Bayern Munich
saw off Union Saint-
Gilloise  2-0  on
Wednesday to reach
the last 16 of the Cham-
pions Leagu

Bayern joined Ar-
senal in sealing a top-
eight finish in the 36-
team table with a game
to spare, avoiding a po-
tential two-legged
knockout  play-off
round.

The six-time Euro-
pean champions
second in the standings
behind Arsenal ahead
of their last league-
phase outing at PSV
Eindhoven next week.

Kane headed in
from a corner before
winning and convert-
ing a penalty to put the
hosts firmly in control.

The England cap-
tain had a chance for a
hat-trick but missed a
late spot-kick, after

Bayern centre-back
Kim Min-jae had been
dismissed for a second
yellow card.

"Coming back into

the second half we
wanted to show more
intensity and I think we
did that," Kane told
DAZN.
"We scored at the
right times, were a bit
unlucky with the red
card but even after that
when we went down
to 10 men we con-
trolled the game well
and earned the three
points."

Bayern's Champi-
ons League defeat at
Arsenal remains their
only loss in all compe-
titions this season, in
which they have also
already opened up an
11-point lead in the
Bundesliga.

Kane's second goal
was his 34th of the
campaign, bringing

games.

Bayern were slug-
gish in the opening
half, perhaps unsettled
by the absence of their
9,300-strong ultra con-
tingent, with the lower
stand closed due to a
UEFA sanction for set-
ting off pyrotechnics.

"We're used to that
from the Covid period,
of course, but funda-
mentally we always
want the fans there in
a sold-out stadium --
unfortunately it wasn't
possible today," Bayern
captain Manuel Neuer
told DAZN.

The best chance of
the opening half fell to
Belgian champions But the red card
Union SG did not disrupt Bayer's

With half an hour flow.
played, an unmarked Kane uncharacter-
Promise David got istically blasted a pen-
away from the Bayern alty against the bar
defence and had just with 10 minutes left,
Neuer to beat, but while Olise chipped
headed his effort di- another opportunity
rectly atthe goalkeeper. over  with  just

Bayern needed a Scherpen to beat.

set-piece to break the
deadlock with 52 min-
utes gone. Michael
Olise lofted the ball into
the six-yard area and
Kane found space at
the near post to head his
side in front.

One minute later,
Kane was felled by
Union 'keeper Kjell
Scherpen and stepped
up to double Bayern's
lead. Kim, handed a
rare start with Dayot
Upamecano out sick,
was sent offin the 63rd
minute, picking up a
second yellow for
yanking Raul Florucz's
arm as the winger went
on the attack.

Bayern's total tally to
103 strikes from 29

Inter have chance to extend Serie A lead

NEWS DESK:Inter
Milan will expect to
stretch their lead atop
Serie A when they host
second-bottom side Pisa
on Friday with a fixture
that on paper offers a
clear chance to put pres-
sure on their rivals who
face each other in some
mouth-watering
matches.

While Inter kick off
the weekend with an
easy game, on paper at
least, Sunday sees a
couple of blockbuster
clashes as title-chasers.
AC Milan visit AS Roma
and Napoli travel to
Juventus.

Inter lead Milan by
three points, while
Napoli, who are third
having returned to win-
ning ways after a run of
draws, are six points off
the pace and Roma a fur-
ther point back in fourth.

Juve are now 10
points adrift of top spot

their last nine Serie A
matches. Pisa have only
one league victory this
season.

Chivu's main chal-
lenge will be managing
the demands of a con-
gested schedule while
ensuring his key players
remain

Denzel Dumfries
and Hakan Calhanoglu
are expected to remain
unavailable for selec-
tion, while several other
first-team regulars could
be rotated with another
crucial Champions

League fixture looming
on Wednesday at
Borussia Dortmund.
Inter are 14th in the
Champions League
table and have guaran-
teed a playoff spot with
onlyaslim chance of fin-
ishing in the top eight to
go straight into the last

Gasperini.

Massimiliano
Allegri's team are in im-
pressive form, with one
defeat in 21 Serie A
matches, and genuine
title contenders.

One worry is the fit-
ness of midfielder Alexis
Saclemackers, who has
an adductor problem
and remains a doubt for
the match.

The Belgian could
be a significant absentee
after his influential di
play in Sunday's 1-0
home win over Lecce in

&

Milan face unpre-
dictable Roma

In Rome on Sunday,
rivals Milan face a far
sterner test against an
unpredictable Roma side
led by Gian Piero

in fifth after a surprising
1-0 defeat at struggling
Cagliari last time out.

C

tian Chivu's In-
ter side suffered a 3-1
home defeat by Champi-
ons League pacesetters
Arscnal on Tuesday but
they have won eight of

Vine, Narvaez complete one-two
for UAE Team Emirates XRG

NEWS DESK:Former
winner Jay Vine and de-
fending  champion
Jhonatan Narvaez com-
pleted a one-two for
UAE Team Emirates
XRG to dominate the
second stage of the Tour
Down Under near
Adelaide on Thursday.

Australia’s Vine, the
2023 winner, powered up
the Corkscrew Hill the
second time with
Ecuador’s Narvaez hang-

which his assist for
Niclas Fuellkrug secured
all three points.

The other standout
fixture comes in Turin,
where Juve welcome
champions Napoli in a
game that will be shaped
as much by fatigue and
player availability as
current form.

Antonio Conte’s
Napoli are showing
signs of the physical
strain that can derail a
title challenge, which
Inter saw last season

mind since the last time
Twore the ochre leader’s
jersey, it’s so incredible
to win on such a hard
stage,” Vine said.

“We have such a
strong position now
with me and Jonny
[Narvaez] and being led
out by Adam Yates is
pretty incredible as
well.”

“He prepared really
well for this race and we
are happy to get the vic-
tory and, of course, we
are looking to win the
GC.”It was a huge state-
ment by the powerful
UAE team with three
stages left in the UCI
World Tour season
opener.It was the first
time in the race’s 26
years that a men’s stage
had featured two Cork-
screw Hill climbs.

Narvaez, who ap-
peared to be gasping to
keep up with Vine on the

when a congested | ing in on his wheel to demanding final Cork- With 700 metres left
schedule eroded their | Open up a race-winning  screw climb, paid tribute up the steep 2.6km as-
consistency. break and scatter their to his teammate. cent Vine blasted clear

and Narvaez was the
onlyrider who could go

rivals for an untroubled
sprint into the Uraidla

“Jay was really
strong, I'was just a pas-

Inter's fall-off came
at the decisive stage of

the campaign, culminat- | finish. senger on his wheel on  with him as their attack
ing in the loss of the Such was Vine’s the climb,” he said. scattered the peloton.
Serie Acrown and an em- | dominance that Narvaez

clapped him in tribute as
they crossed the finish
line of the 148.1km stage
with Swiss champion
Mauro Schmid (Team
Jayco AlUla) third, 58
seconds adrift of the

barrassing 5-0 defeat by
Paris St Germain in the
Champions League fi-
nal.

Napoli’s I-1 draw at
FC Copenhagen in their
midweek Champions
League clash high-
lighted the growing dif-
ficulty of sustaining per-
formance across compe-
titions.

A mounting injury
crisis is restricting their
rotation options.

pair.

Vine took the lead in
the race general classifi-
cation by six seconds
from Narvaez with
Schmid third 1min 5sec
behind the leader.

“It’s been on my
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Trump says United States (US) ‘armada’ headed toward Gulf

NEWS DESK:President
Donald Trump saida US
“armada” was heading
toward the Gulfand that
Washington was watch-
ing Iran closely, even af-
ter downplaying the
prospect of imminent
military action and say-
ing Tehran appeared in-
terested in talks.

rump has repeat-
edly left open the option
of new military action
against Iran after Wash-
ington backed and joined
Israel’s 12-day war in
June aimed at degrading
Iranian nuclear and bal-
listic missile
programmes.

The prospect of im-
mediate American action
seemed to recede in re-
cent days, with both
sides insisting on giving
diplomacy a chance.

n his way back
from the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos,
the president told report-
ers on Air Force One the
Umted States was send-
inga “massive fleet” to-
ward Iran “just in case.”

“We’re watching
Iran,” he said. “I'd rather
not see anything hap-
pen but we’re waiching
them very closely.”

programme is aimed at
seeking the bomb.

“Can’t let that hap-
pen,” Trump said, add-
ing: “And Iran does
want to talk, and we’ll
talk.”

Addressing the
WEF on Thursday,
Trump said the United
States attacked Iranian
uranium enrichment
sites last year to prevent
Tehran from making a
nuclear weapon. Iran
denies its nuclear

Guards had also warned
Washington Thursday
that the force had its “fin-
ger on the trigger.”

A fortnight of pro-
tests starting in late De-
cember shook Iran’s
leadership under su-
preme leader Ayatollah

" The commander of
Iran’s Revolutionary

speech Thursday, ac-
cused the United States
and Israel of stoking the
protests as a “cowardly
revenge... for the defeat
in the 12-1 Da War”.

‘Legitimate
targets’Guards com-
mander General
Mohammad Pakpour
warned Israel and the
United States “to avoid
any miscalculations”
and learn from “what
they learned in the 12-
day imposed war, so
that they do not face a
more painful and regret-
table fate”.

“The Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps
and dear Iran have their
finger on the trigger,
more prepared than ever,
ready to carry out the
orders and measures of
the supreme com-
mander-in-chief,” he was
quoted by state televi-
sion on the IRGC’s na-
tional day.Ali Abdollahi
Aliabadi, head of Iran’s
joint command head-
quarters, meanwhile,
warned that if America
attacked, “all US inter-
ests, bases and centres
of influence” would be
“legitimate targets™ for
Iranian forces.

warned Iran’s leaders the
United States would
“wipe them off the face
of this Earth” ifthere was
any attack on his life in
response to a strike tar-
geting Khamenei.
Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian in a

deadly crackdown on
the protests after the
White House said
Tehran had halted
planned executions of
demonstrators.
Inastandoff marked
by seesawing rhetoric,
Trump had on Tuesday

Ali Khamenei, but the
movement has petered
out in the face of a crack-
down, accompanied by
an  unprecedented
internet blackout.

Last week, Trump
pulled back froma threat
to strike Iran over its

BD launches drives for first
post—Hasma polls

NEWSDESK:
Bangladesh began of-
ficial campaigning on
Thursday for the
hugelyanticipated gen-
cral elections next
month, the first since
the 2024 uprising
ended the autocratic
rule of Sheikh Hasina.
Tens of thousands
of flag-waving sup-
porters  of  key
frontrunner Tarique
Rahman  of  the
Bangladesh National-
ist Party (BNP)
crowded the streets of ’
the northern city of ’ d
Sylhet, chanting his ary 12 to elect 350
ame. lawmakers, polls that
will bring in new lead-
ership after prolonged
turmoil following the
ouster of Hasina's
government, reshap-
ing domestic politics
regional
dynamics.'Progress of
reform'
Rahman, 60, bet-
ter known in
Bangladesh as
Tarique Zia, assumed
leadership of the BNP
following the death of
his mother, former
prime minister

lowed tradition to
launch his campaigns
in Sylhet, home to the
centuries-old shrine of
Shah Jalal.

in power.

Jamaat's leader
Shafiqur Rahman said
he wanted to clamp
down on corruption
and build a nation
where "people from all
races, religions and
communities will be
treated equally".

‘Among the sea of
Jamaat supporters
was Kakoli Akter, 36,
who said it was the
first election rally she
had ever attended.

Although eligible
to vote since 2008, she
said this would be the

"We have liberated
the country from auto-
cratic rule," prime min-
isterial hopeful
Rahman, who re-
turned to Bangladesh
in December after 17
years in exile, told
crowds of BNP loyal-
ists. "Now we must es-
tablish the rights of the
people."

Rahman vowed to
create jobs for "mil-
lions of unemployed
youth" and support
women's economic in-

w
Bangladesh'
uhammad
Yunus, the 85-year-old
Nobel Peace Prize
laureate, who returned
from exile in August

protesters to lead a
caretaker government
as "chiefadviser", will
step down after the
polls.Yunus said he in-
herited a "completely

dependence. first time she would Khaleda Zia, who broken" political sys-
Key rival Jamaat- cast a ballot, as she died in December at tem, and championed
e-Islami — the largest could finally support the age of 80. a reform charter he

Islamist party in the
Muslim-majority na-
tion of 170 million —
began its campaign in
the capital Dhaka, af-
ter being crushed dur-
ing Hasina's 15 years

Japan suspends restart of world's
biggest nuclear plant

NEWS DESK:The re-
start of the world's larg-
est nuclear power plant
was suspended in Japan
on Thursday, with the
operator saying it does
not know when the prob-
lem would be solved.

The Kashiwazaki-
Kariwa plant in Niigata
province had been
closed since the 2011
Fukushima disaster, but
operations to relaunch it

begun on Wednes-
day after it received the
final green light from the
nuclear regulator.

However, its opera-
tor. the Tokyo Electric
Power Company
(TEPCO), said today that
"an alarm from the moni-
toring system .. sounded
during the reactor
startup procedures”,
causing it to suspend
operations.

"We don't expect
this to be solved within
aday or two. There is no
telling at the moment
how long it will take,"
site superintendent
Takeyuki Inagaki told a
news conference.

"We will for now
fully focus on trying to
identify the cause of
what happened,” he said.

the party of her
choice.

"We came here to
prayforlhepany she
said,

Bangladesh,
home to one of the
world's largest Mus-
lim-majority popula-
tions, has a significant
Sufi following, and the
BNP's Rahman fol-

argues is vital to pre-
vent a return to au-
thoritarian rule, with a
referendum on the
changes to be held on
the same day as poll-
ing.

The South Asian
nation votes on Febru-

device used to control
the nuclear chain reac-
tion in the reactor core,
which can be acceler-
ated by slightly with-
drawing them, or slowed
down or stopped com-
pletely by inserting them
deeper.

The restart, initially
scheduled for Tuesday,
had been pushed back

The alarm that went

off prompted TEPCO to
"investigate the mal-
functioning electrical
equipment", spokesman
Takasl-u Kobayashi told

Sunday, according to
TEPCO,

Kashiwazaki-
Kariwa is the world's
biggest nuclear power
plant by potential capac-
ity, although just one
reactor of seven was
restarted. The facility
was taken offline when
Japan pulled the plug on
nuclear power after a
colossal carthquake and
tsunami sent three reac-
tors at the Fukushima
atomic plant into melt-
downin2011.

And "once it be-
came clear that it would
take time, we decided to
reinsert the control rods
ina planned manner", he
said, adding that the re-
actor "is stable and
there is no radioactive
impact outside”.

Control rods are a

after another technical
issue related to the rods'
removal was detected
last weekend —a prob-
lem that was resolved on

2024 at the behest of | at

Venezuela unveils plans to open oil
sector to private 1nvestment

NEWSDESK:
Venezuela’s parlia-
ment on Thursday be-
gins debating plans to
throw open the
country’s lucrative oil
sector to private in-
vestment, less than
three weeks after the
US ouster of Nicolas
Maduro.

Until now, private
companies were only
allowed to operate in
joint ventures with
state-owned oil firm
PDVSA, which in-
sisted on holding a

majority.

The bill under de-
bate allows for “pri-
vate companies dol
ciled in the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezu-
cla”

to engage in oil
exploration and ex-
traction.

The Trump admin-
istration is allowing
China to purchase
Venezuelan oil but not
“unfair, undercut”
prices at which Ven-
ezuela sold the crude
before the US re-

moved its leader
Nicolas Maduro, an
administration official
said.“Thanks to Presi:
dent (Donald) Trumps
decisive and success-
ful law enforcement
operation.

Venezuela’s energy
industry.Are demand-
ing autonomy to pre

duce and export oil,
and receive the cash
sale proceeds after

a fair price for their oil
from China and other
nations rather than a
corrupt, cheap price,”
the official said.

Oil executives and
potential investors, as
part of Washington’s
ambitious $100 billion
reconstruction plan for

TikTok establishes joint venture to end
US ban threat

But TikTok’s global
entities will manage in-
ternational product inte-
gration and commercial
activities including e-
commerce and advertis-
ing.

Hugo Chavez’s
nationalisations and
assets expropriations
two decades ago.

h ople of
Venezuela will collect

NEWS DESK:TikTok
announced on Thurs-
day that it has estab-
lished a majority Ameri-
can-owned joint venture
to operate its US busi-
ness, allowing the com-
pany to avoid a ban over
its Chinese ownership.

The video-sharing
app is a global digital
entertainment power-
house, but its mass ap-
peal and links to China
have raised concerns
over privacy and na-
tional security.

The leTok USDsS
Joint Venture LLC will
serve more than 200 mil-
lion users and 7.5m busi-
nesses while implement-
ing strict safeguards for
dafa protection and con-
tent moderation, the
company said.

The new structure
responds to a law passed
under US President
Donald Trump’s prede-
cessor Joe Biden that
forced Chinese-owned
ByteDance to sell
TikTok’s US operations
or face a ban in its big-
gest market.

Trump welcomed
and claimed credit for
the deal, but also
thanked Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping for ap-
proving it.

“I'am so happy to
have helped in saving
TikTok!” Trump said in
a post on Truth Social
late Thursday.

“It will now be
owned by a group of
Great American Patriots
and Investors, the Big-
gest in the World, and
will be an important
Voice.”™Iwouldalso like
to thank President Xi, of

“While the need for
users to download a new
app seems unlikely,
brand partners will want
to know that their
TikTok strategies won’t
be disrupted.”

Ellison in spotlight

The joint venture
will be governed by a
seven-member, major-
ity-American board in-
cluding TikTok CEO
Shou Chew and execu-
tives from investment
firms.

TikTok executive
Adam Presser was ap-
pointed CEO of the new
entity, with Will Farrell
serving as chief security
officer.

The 2024 law came
as US policymakers, in-
cluding Trump in his
first presidency, warned
that China could use
TikTok to mine Ameri-
cans’ data or exert influ-
ence through its algo-
rithm.

China, for working with
us and, ultimately, ap-
proving the Deal,” he
added.
Cybersecurity
auditByteDance retains
a19.9 per cent stake in
the joint venture —
keeping its ownership
below the 20pc thresh-
old stipulated by the law.
Three investors —
Silver Lake, Oracle and
‘Abu Dhabi-based Al in-
vestment fund MGX —
each hold 15pe stakes.
Oracle’s executive chair-
man, Larry Ellison, is a
longtime Trump ally.

Under the arrange-
ment, US user data will
be stored in Oracle’s se-
cure cloud environment,
with cybersecurity au-
dited by third-party ex-
perts and adhering to
federal  standards,
TikTok sald

asmine Enberg, co-
CEO of Scalable amedia
company focused on the

Other investors in- creator economy, said
clude Dell Family Office, TikTok users would be
affiliates of relieved by the deal but
Susquehanna Interna-  that there were “still big
tional Groupand General questions about how
Atlantic. this willall play out.”

The joint venture ‘Behind the scenes,
willretain decision-mak-  TikTok is likely workmg
ing authority over trust hard to assure adverti
and safety policies and ers it will remain busi-
content moderation for nessas normal,” she told
US users. AFP.




