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Road Closures During Crisis Risk

Lives in Balochistan

Mir Sarfaraz Bugti

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

QUETTA: Balochistan is fac-
ing a severe weather emer-
gency, and the entire provin-
cial government machinery is
fully engaged in rescue and re-
lief operations. Chief Minister

stated that protecting human
lives and ensuring the timely
delivery of relief supplies to
affected  areas is the
government’s top priority.
The ChiefMinister empha-
sized that protests and road
blockades during this critical

time are not political actions
but are tantamount to endan-
gering human lives.

He said that road block-
ades are equivalent to sabotag-
ing rescue and relief activities,
causing delays in reaching af-
fected populations.

Mir Sarfaraz Bugti stated

that political differences can be
addressed later, but human
lives cannot wait.

The provincial government
will not allow any distraction
from its responsibility to safe-
guard the public.

He urged all political and
social forces to demonstrate

responsibility and cooperate
with the government.

According to the Chief
Minister, saving lives is the
foremost priority at this mo-
ment, and instead of creating
obstacles, everyone must stand
shoulder to shoulder with the
people.

Strategic reset in
‘Washington 'good
news' for Pakistan

NEW SDESK:

A year after United States Presi-
dent Donald Trump returned to
the White House, Pakistan ap-
pears to be among the quiet ben-
eficiaries of a significant shift in
Washington's strategic thinking.

The newly released 2026
United States National Defence
Strategy (NDS) signals a depar-
ture from Washington's decades-
old posture of viewing China as
the primary global threat,
recalibration that Pakistani ofﬁ—
cials and analysts say eases
Islamabad's foreign policy chal-
lenges.

When Trump assumed office
for his second term, there was vis-
ible unease in Pakistan. With US
forces already withdrawn from Af-
ghanistan and Trump's "America
First" doctrine back in play, many
in Islamabad feared renewed
‘marginalisation.

Prevailing assessments sug-
gested that Washington would
further deepen strategic ties with
India, intensify pressure on Paki-
stan and pursue a more confron-
tational approach toward China,
a scenario that would have com-
plicated Pakistan's delicate re-
gional balancing act.

However, developments
over the past year have unfolded
differently.

Pakistan has seen an im-
provement in engagement with
the Trump administration, while
India-US relations have shown
signs of strain.

The release of the 2026 De-
fence Strategy has further rein-
forced this trend, offcrmg what
officials describe as "strategic
breathing space" for Islamabad.

At the core of the new policy
is a redefinition of US threat per-
ception. Unlike previous strate-
gies, particularly the 2022 defence
strategy issued under the Biden
administration, which explicitly
termed China the "most conse-
quential strategic competitor",
the 2026 document avoids fram-
ing Beijing as an existential en-

my.

‘.2

The strategy makes clear that
Washington is not seeking con-
frontation with China, nor does it
aim to weaken or isolate it.

It said the US does not seek
to dominate, humiliate or strangle
China but "to ensure that neither

China nor anyone else can domi-
nate us or our allies".

Instead, the US wants "a de-
cent peace, on terms favourable
to Americans but that China can
also accept and live under”, the
blueprint said, adding that, there-
fore, the would deter China
by "strength, not confrontation”.

Attack on police vehicle
in Bannu foiled,
two militants killed

NEWS DESK:

A militant attack on a police ve-
hicle in Bannu’s Domel area was
successfully repulsed and two
militants were kill

Police recovered weapons
and ammunition from the killed
‘militants.

According to police officials,
the police vehicle was on routine
patrol when assailants, who were
lying in ambush, suddenly
opened indiscriminate fire on the
police party.

A heavy exchange of fire
continued between the police and
the terrorists for approximately
twenty minutes. Additional con-
tingents, including an armored
personnel carrier (APC), Quick
Response Force (QRF), and Rapid
Response Force (RRF),

were immediately dispatched
from Police Lines Bannu to the
scene.

During the subsequent
search operation, the bodies of
two militants were recovered and
taken into police custody.

Regional Police Officer
Sajjad Khan and District Police
Ofticer Yasir Afridi confirmed the
incident and appreciated the
Domel police for their timely and
effective response.

CTD Kills Most-Wanted Terror Suspect Sanaullah

Agha, Two Brothers in Major Operatlon in Plshln

Asmatullah Hanafi:

Pishin, January 26: The
Counter Terrorism Department
(CTD) carried out a major intelli-
gence-based operation in the
Karbala area of Pishin on Mon-
day, killing most-wanted terror
suspect Sanaullah Agha along
with his two brothers during a
prolonged gun battle.

According to official details,
a CTD Quetta team launched the
operation at around 8:00 am afier
receiving intelligence about the
presence of Sanaullah Agha and
his associates. The operation in-
volved a large convoy compris-
ing nearly 30 to 35 vehicles. As
security personnel raided the
suspects” hideout, they came un-
der heavy fire, triggering an in-
tense exchange of gunfire.

During the “mital phase of the
encounter, Sanaullah Agha was
reportedly injured and managed
to flee the scene. The operation
continued for several hours with
security forces completely cor-
doning off the area. Intermittent
firing continued throughout the
day as forces tightened the
noose around the militants. By

around 4:00 pm, CTD officials
confirmed lhai Sanaullah Agha
and his two brothers were killed
ina police encounter, bringing the
operation to a successful conclu-
sion. The deceased were wanted
in multiple terrorism-related cases

and were con;ldcrcd hlghly
ullah Agha h:

Inspector General of Police

recently drdwn attention on so-
cial media after a controversial
video surfaced in which he used
offensive language agai

nior police officials, including the

the Deputy Inspec-
tor General, and the Superinten-
dent of Police Pishin.
Following the operation,
CTD teams launched a clearance
and search operation in the sur-

rounding areas to rule out the
presence of any remaining sus-
pects. Video footage of the op-
eration has also emerged, while
authorities say further details will
be shared after the completion of
post-operation assessments.
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How Long Will Quetta Pay the Price
for SSGC and Federal Negligence?

Editorial:
Quetta is once again at
the mercy of a winter cri-
sis that has become all
too familiar: low gas
pressure, unannounced
load shedding, and com-
plete administrative
lence. Every year, citi-
zens are told to “bear
with the situation” as
temperatures fall and
heaters, stoves, and
geysers turn useless.
Yet the authorities re-
sponsible — Sui South-
ern  Gas Compan
(SSGC) and the federal
energy managers —
continue to operate with-
out accountability.

A City Freezing
‘While Authorities Look
Away

The people of
Balochistan are right to
ask: Why must Quetta
suffer the same crisis
every winter while no
structural reform s intro-
duced? Why are con-
sumers forced to pay
heavy bills for a service
that barely exists? And
why do officials in
Karachi and Islamabad
continue to treat
Balochistan’s gas issues
as a seasonal inconve-
nience rather than a gov-
ernance failure?

Des ite
Balochistan being an
energy-producing re-

gion, its residents
struggle every winter
for the very resource ex-
tracted from their own
soil. This contradiction
reflects a deep-rooted
policy imbalance in the
federation,  where
Balochistan remains last
on the priority list— not
because of a shortage of
resources, but because
of a shortage of politi-
cal will.

SSGC’s Repeated
Excuses and Decades of
Mismanagement

The SSGC’s perfor-
mance adds another
layer of frustration.
Each year, the company
offers the same explana-

mand,” “pipeline pres-
sure issues,” “technical
challenges.” Yet no one
explains why these
problems remain unre-
solved despite decades
of complaints. Why
have there been no sig-
nificant infrastructure
upgrades? Why has the
company failed to intro-
duce a clear winter man-
agement plan for
Quetta? Why is commu-
nication with consum-
ers absent? The unan-
nounced nature of the
load shedding exposes
a complete disregard for
public convenience.
When outages are not

scheduled or
nounced, families cannot
plan meals, heating, or
even basic daily rou-
tines. Hospitals and clin-
ics struggle to maintain
warm environments for
patients. Small busi:
nesses suffer. And in a
city where temperatures
can drop below freezing,
such negligence is not
just inconvenient —
dangerous.
ederal
Government’s Weak
Oversight and
Balochistan’s Low Prior-

The federal govern-
ment cannot escape re-
sponsibility either. En-
ergymanagement s a na-
tional issue, and the pat-
tern of winter misman-
agement in Balochistan
reflects weak oversight,
poor planning, and an
unfair allocation of re-
sources. The silence of
policymakers during
these crises sends a
clear message: Quetta’s
suffering is not a prior-
ity.

What Quetta needs
is not another round of
hollow statements. It
needs a transparent win-
ter gas plan, proper in-
frastructure investment,
honest communication
with the public, and real
accountability for SSGC.

Hereditary Politics vs. Self-Made Leaders: Why

Qaseem Shah:
Politics in Pakistan has
long been dominated
by dynastic families,
where power is inher-
ited rather than
earned. While such
politicians often claim
experience and conti-
nuity, their record ex-
poses a harsh truth:
hereditary leadership
breeds entitlement, de-
tachment, and com-
promise, leaving ordi-
nary citizens’ struggles
ignored. Born into
privilege, raised in opu-
lent homes, and edu-
cated in elite institu-
tions, dynastic leaders
are often insulated
from the harsh realities
of poverty, unemploy-
ment, and social injus-
tice. For them, bunga-
lows, luxury cars,
armed convoys, and
protocol perks are not
luxuries but assumed
necessities.  Over
time, these comforts

transform into entitle-

ment, making public
service a secondary
concern.

Worse, dynastic
politicians are bound
by political debts, fam-
ily obligations, and elite
alliances, which forces
them to compromise
onissues critical to na-
tional interest. Chal-
lenging corruption,
confronting anti-politi-
cal elements, or ad-
dressing systemic in-
equality often takes a
backseat to protecting
their personal and fam-
ily power. This creates
a leadership class that
is cautious, compro-
mised, and frequently
unwilling to act deci-
sively for the public
good.

In contrast, self-
made leaders emerge
from struggle, not in-
heritance, often from

Privilege Fails the People

humble or poor back- Abraham Lincoln, ture. More recently, equipped to address
grounds. They are born into poverty, pre- Imran Khan, initiallya pressing social and
timately familiar with served the United cricketsuperstar, built economic challenges.
the hardships of ordi- States during llS grav- a political movement As long as politics is
nary citizens, and their  est crisis and abolish izing account- by inherited
leadership is grounded  slavery—proving that ability and reform, privilege, the needs of
in empathy, account- real leadership grows rooted in public en- the poor and
ability, and courage. fromstruggle,notcom- gagement rather than marginalized remain
Free from the con- fort. family power. These sidelined, and reforms
straints of dynastic ob- Pakistan’s political leaders exemplify that remain superficial.

ligations, self-made landscape hasits share real leadership is In the end, self-
politicians are able to of self-made leaders ecarned, not inheritc made leaders rooted

challenge entrenched who contrasted and it demands cour- in struggle, empathy,
interests, fight corrup-  sharply with dynastic age, integrity, and con- and public service are
tion, and prioritize pub-  elites. Abdul Ghaffar nection with the the only hope for
lic service over per- Khan (Bacha Khan), people. meaningful change.
sonal gain. born into modest Dynastic politics, True leadership re-

History provides means, dedicated his in contrast, remains a quires more than a
numerous examples of life to nonviolence, structural barrier to family name; it re-
such leaders. Globally, education, and the progress in Pakistan. quiresvision, courage,
Nelson Mandela, im- rights of the Pashtuns. Leaders born into and the willingness to
prisoned for decades Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, privilege often see put the people above
under apartheid, led though from a rela- public service as an privilege, comfort, and
South Africa to justice tively well-off family, entitlement rather than personal gain. For Pa-
and reconciliation. rose through political a responsibility. Their kistan, the challenge is
Lulada Silva,a former activism and mass compromised inde- clear: move away
factory worker, be- mobilization rather pendence, obsession from dynastic entitle-
came Brazil’s presi- than relying solely on with status and perks, ment and empower
dent and implemented  inheritance, leaving a and reluctance to con- leaders who have
programs that lifted profound imprint on front entrenched in- earned the right to
millions outof poverty. Pakistan’s political cul-  terests make them ill- lead.

Illegal Israeli Attack on Gaza Hospital Sparks
Outcry over Violation of Human Rights

By Samiullah:
In recent years, the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict
has witnessed numer-
ous escalations, result-
ing in the tragic loss of
countless lives and ex-
tensive damage to in-
frastructure. Among
the most shocking in-
cidents in this ongoing
conflict is the illegal
Isracli attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza, which
has sparked interna-
tional outrage and un-
derscores the pressing
need for international
intervention to protect
the most vulnerable
individuals caught in
the crossfire.
The Inhuman
Act:
Targeting
Hospitals:
‘War, even when
waged between states
with longstanding con-
flicts, is subject to rules
and conventions. The
fundamental principle
of international hu-
manitarian law is to
protect civilians, in-
cluding the wounded,
children, and the eld-
erly. Hospitals are
meant to be sanctuar-
ies in times of conflict,
places where the in-
jured can receive
medical care without
fear of attack. Yet, the
attack on a hospital in
Gaza flagrantly vio-
lated these principles
and sent shockwaves
through the interna-
tional community.
The Impact
of the

Attack:

The repercussions
of the attack on a hos-
pital in Gaza were
catastrophic. Innocent
civilians, including chil-

dren, the wounded,
and the elderly, were
directly affected by
this grave violation of
international  law.
Lives were lost, and
the injured faced dire
circumstances with
limited access to
medical care. More-

over, such actions fur-
ther fuel the cycle of
violence in the region,
making it increasingly
difficult to achieve a
peaceful resolution to
the conflict.

International
Responsibility:

The United Na-
tions and powerful na-
tions must step up and
play a pivotal role in
addressing the Israel-
Palestine conflict. The
concept that “the en-
emy of my enemy is
my friend” has been a
longstanding principle

element of the interna-
tional order. The at-
tack on a hospital in
Gaza stands as a bla-
tant violation of these
principles and under-
scores the necessity of
enforcing them.
To Sum Up:

The illegal Isracli
attack on a hospital in
Gaza serves as a stark
reminder of the tragic
consequences that the
Isracl-Palestine con-
flict continues to im-
pose on innocent lives.
It is imperative for the
international commu-
nity to unite in its ef-
forts to promote peace,
protect the most vul-
nerable, and ensure
the principles of war
and peace are upheld.

As Thucydides
noted, these principles
are not a sign of weak-
ness but the corner-
stone of a just and hu-
mane world order.

It is high time for
the United Nations and
powerful nations to
take proactive mea-
sures to end the suf-
fering and work to-
wards a lasting solu-
tion in the region.

About the

Author:

The author, Mr.
Samiullah, holds an
M.Sc. in International
Relations from Quaid-
i-Azam University in
Islamabad and is also
a law graduate. He
currently serves as the
in international rela- to adhere to the rules in his timeless work Public Relations Of-
tions. In this context, it of war and peace. “History of the ficer for the Ministry
should translate into a : s Peloponnesian War,” of Information and
esolute commitment || THueydides? oo he im- bublic Relations in
to safeguard the rights Insights: portance of rules in Balochistan.  His
and safety of the most || Rules of War times of war and unique perspective on
vulnerable. Powerful and Peace: peace. He argued that international relations
nations should exert *  upholding these rules and conflict resolution
diplomatic pressure on The ancient Greek  is not a sign of weak- adds depthand author-
the conflicting parties historian Thucydides, ness but an essential ity to this article.
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President Zardari to
embark on 4-day official
visit to UAE

NEWSDESK: Pres
dent AsifAli Zardari will
depart on a four-day
official visit to the
United Arab Emirates
on Monday, according
to the Foreign Office
0).

The president, ac-
companied by a high-
level delegation, will
undertake the visit from
January 26 to 29, the
FO statement said.

“During the visit,
the president will hold
high-level meetings
with the UAE’s leader-
ship to review the full
spectrum of bilateral
ties, especially on the
domains of trade and
economic people-to-
people ties.”

The discussion will
also focus on regional
and international issues
of mutual interest, the
FO added.

It highlighted that
Zardari’s trip, which
follows the brief visit
of UAE President
Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan to
Pakistan last month,
“reflects the deep
brotherly ties between
the two nations and re-
affirms i to

cember 26, the leader-
ship of the two coun-
tries held

“substantive talks”
focused on further
strengthening  the
longstanding bilateral
relations.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
President Al Nahyan
also met in Rahim Yar
Khan on December 30,
where they both dis-
cussed ways to en-
hance ina

Balochistan Student Wins Silver at
Global Science Olympiad in USA

Education Desk:

Balochistan re-
ceived international
recognition as
Arpanga Baryal, a
Grade 6 student of
Learning House
School System,
Quetta, secured a Sil-
ver Medal at the 7th
Copernicus Natural
Science Olympiad
Global Final held in
Houston,  United
States.She competed
with students from
more than 50 coun-
tries and proudly rep-
resented Pakistan at
the prestigious interna-

tition.

During her visit,
Arpanga also ex-
plored major educa-
tional landmarks in
Houston, including the
Houston Museum of
Natural Science and
NASA’s  Johnson
Space Center, gaining
valuable learning ex-
posure beyond the

transforming the
strong friendship be-
tween Pakistan and the
UAE into a mutually re-
warding partnership”.
During the UAE
president’s first official
visit to Pakistan on De-

wide range of sectors.
On January 13, the
two countries agreed to
sign a formal agree-
ment on “pre-immigra-
tion clearance” for Pa-
kistani nationals visit-
ing the Gulf country.

Federal funding for
provincial health
schemes ruled out

NEWS DESK:The fed-
eral government has de-
cided it will not extend
funding for provincial
health coverage in any
form, including insur-
ance, in strict compl
ance with the 18th Con-
stitutional Amendment
and asked the prov-
inces to consider proy
ing full-fledged health
insurance on a contribu-
tory basis.

The decision comes
in the wake of recent en-
gagements and approv-
als for extending the
Prime Minister’s Sehat
Sahulat Programme
(SSP), valued at about
Rs40 billion, to three fed-

At a_high-level
meeting chaired by the
prime minister on Jan 2,
the continuation of the
programme  beyond
June 30, 2025, was ap-
proved until June 30,
2027 “for AJK, GB and
ICT only”, according to
a Prime Minister’s Office
directive dated Jan 9,
2026,

Subsequently, the
modified programme
with a revised capital
cost of Rs40.2bn was
approved by the Ecnec

“in light of the prime
minister’s directive for
the continuity of the

rogramme beyond 30-
06-2025 till 30-06-2027

terri-
tories: the Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT),
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) and Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB), launched
earlier this month.

Against this back-
drop, internal proposals
to include the popula-
tion of Sindh’s impover-
ished Tharparkar district
under the SSP were not
supported.

It was argued dur-
ing meetings of the Cen-
tral Development Work-
ing Party (CDWP) and
the Executive Commit-
tee of the National Eco-
nomic Council (Ecnec),
on the recommendation
of a special committee
constituted by the prime
minister, that the inclu-
sion of a single district
would open the door for
similar demands from
other provinces, even
though health is a de-
volved subject, docu-
ments seen by Dawn
show.

Centre asks prov-
inces to move towards
contributory health in-
surance
|

for all resi-

dent families of AJK, GB

and ICT under universal

health coverage (UHC)
ope”.

&

Under an earlier de-
cision of Ecnec of Aug
7,2025, a special commit-
tee led by the planning
minister to review the
entire SSP since its in-
ception in 2015 and way
forward noted that the
health programme had
completed its life on
June 30, 2025, after avail-
ing multiple revisions
and time extensions.
“There-fore, the

programme should be
shifted
budget,”
said.

to the current
the committee

It also directed the
Ministry of Nationa
Health Services to sub-
mit a Project Completion
(PC-IV) report and pro-
pose a thin structure to
sustain activities and
provide indoor
healthcare services and
protection from cata-
strophic health expendi-
tures for vulnerable
populations. The com-
mittee said this limited

B Se—

scope was in line with
the programme’s origi-
nal intent at the time of
its launch.

The committee said
that “provinces, AJK
and GB should continue
their own social health
protection schemes for
the vulnerable popula-
tions™.

The committee op-
posed the inclusion of |
“provincial districts via
SSP” due to the fact that
health was a devolved
subject, and “if we start
in one province, then
there will be demand
from other provinces
too. Therefore, the prov-
inces should implement
their social health pro-
tection programmes for
the vulnerable popula-
tions through their own
budgets”.

It also cited the re-
duced Public Sector De-
velopment Programme
(PSDP), which it said
was already over-
stretched and unable to
meet even the most criti-
cal federal liabilities.

The committee,
however, recommended
that afer conversion of
the completed project to
the recurrent budget,
the health ministry
should, with provinces,
design a pilot projeci
an affordable basis
through “claim co-pay-
‘ments” on the pattern of |
Punjab, and a roadmap
towards a full-fledged
Social Health Insurance
(SHI) on a contributory
basis should be looked
into.

The original SSP
was approved on Feb 7,
2018, under the Prime
Minister’s National
Health  Programme
Phase-II at a cost of
Rs34bn.

JANUARY 21-2
HOUSTON,

The Copernicus
Natural Science
Olympiad is known for
promoting scientific

thinking, problem-solv-
ing, and global aware-
ness among students.
Her  achievement

highlights the growing
academic potential of
young students from
Balochistan and re-

flects the region’s
emerging presence on
the global education
stage.

Lawyer’s request to celebrate Basant on

NEWS DESK:A
lawyer’s unusual re-
quest, made on Monday,
to celebrate the Basant
festival on the rooftop
of the Lahore Sessions
Court, was formally re-
jected by the court.

Session Judge Tariq
Khurshid Khawaja is-
sued a written order af-
ter lawyer Yaseen Butt
sought permission to
hold the event on the
court’s rooftop. The
court noted that its pre-
mises were a highly sen-
sitive security zone.

T order
emphasised that allow-
ing such celebrations
within court premises
could pose serious secu-
rityricks

It further high-
lighted that lhc Lahore
Session Court’s roof was
not designed or suitable
for hosting such events.
Considering the safety
of judges, court staff,
lawyers, and the public,
the court concluded that
permission could not be
granted.

The Lahore district
administration approved
the celebration of
Basant from February 6
to 8 this year, allowing
Kite flying under an ex-
tensive set of safety
regulations. Authorities
have divided Lahore into
Red, Yellow, and Green
zones to manage risks
associated with kite fly-

ing during the upcoming
festival. Strict standards
of procedure have been
approved ahead of the
upcoming festival. Only
registered kites and cot-
ton string will be permit-
ted, while glass-coated,
chemical, and metal
strings will remain
banned. Each kite and
string ball will be QR

Lahore courtrooftop denied

(quick response) code-
registered to ensur

will monitor Kite flying
round the clock through
drones, social media sur-
veillance, and dedicated
control rooms. Strict ac-
tion will be taken against
rooftop illegal activitie:

during Basant, such as
firing guns and drinking,

Helmet use and
safety wires would be
mandatory for motorcy-
clists, while entry into
Red Zones without an-
tennas  would be
prohibited. Motorbik
would only be allowed in
red zones if fitted with
safety rods, and riding
without a rod would in-
curaRs2,000 fine.

Karachi police form team to arrest those
involved in Gul Plaza inferno

NEWS DESK:The
Karachi police on Mon-
day constituted a special
team to make “all-out ef-
forts™ to arrest suspects.
in the Gul Plaza fire and
to conduct an impartial
probe into the incident.

An order issued by
the office of South
Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) Syed Asad
Raza stated that the five-
member team was con-
stituted for the “arrest of
involved accused
person(s) and impartial
investigation” into the
case.

“The investigation
team shall make all-out
and diligent efforts to
arrest the accused
person(s) byutilising all
available resources,”
read the notification, a
copy of which is avail-
able with Dawn.

In afirst information
report (FIR) of the inci-
dent, dated January 23,
the Karachi police said
the fire was an “outcome
of negligence and care-
lessness™.

The case was regis-
tered against unknown
persons as the police
have not nominated any-
one in the case.

The special team
will comprise the Garden
Sub-divisional police of-
ficer (SDPO), the
Kharadar investigation
deputy supcrmlcndcnl
of police (DSP),
head of the Garden Cen-
tral Investigation Cell,
the station house officer
of Nabi Bux police sta-
tion — where the FIR
was registered — and
an investigation officer
of the case.

The team was al-
lowed to co-opt any of-

ficer/official from the
South Zone police if it
wanted “help to solve
the case”.

“Daily progress re-
port shall be submitted
to_this office without
fail,” DIG Raza ordered.

The deadly inferno,

which erupted on the
night of January 17 at
the mall and took nearly
two days to be fully ex-
tinguished, has claimed
at least 73 lives and left
over 1,100 shops in ru-
ins. Only 23 of the de-
ceased have been iden-
tified so far.
After nine days of
scouring through the
rubble to locate remains
of the dead and missing,
the search operation
concluded on Sunday,
DIG Raza told Dawn.

Subsequently, he
added, Gul Plaza has
been sealed.

Temporary restric-
tions on the M.A. Jinnah
Road have been re-
moved, and workers of
the Karachi Metropoli-
tan Corporation (KMC)
were seen installing

green construction
mesh on the plaza.
quiry committee
to *consider all aspects
C Murad
serted that whoever will
be found responsible by
the inquiry will be pun-
ished, noting that “more
than 80 lives have been
lost™.

“I'will not take the
name of anyone right
now. Once the inquiry is
over, it will come forward
after that.”

“We have mis-
takes; I admit it,” the
chiefminister acknowl-
edged, noting that even
audits conducted in
Islamabad were found
unsatisfactory.

Asked about the
possibility of the inci-
dent being a case of ar-
son, the chief minister
referred to the inquiry
committee formed and
stressed that it would
“consider all aspects”.

The Sindh CM
pointed out that anyone
who had any “facts” to
share could approach
the committee. “If we are

]

responsible, we wi
cept punishment.”
owever, he cau-
tioned that all those

ac-

also be held account-

Asked about the re-
ported inadequate water
supply during the rescue
operation, the chief min-
ister acknowledged,
“We have fire brigades
but they are not
enough.”

Pinning the blame
on “legacy issues” and
“old laws”, Murad noted
that multiple depart-
ments — the KMC, Res-
cue 1122, the Sindh In-
tegrated Emergency &
Health Services, and the
Home  Department
(which conducts fire au-
dits)— wereall involved
in the same matter.

The Sindh CM an-
nounced that all such
departments will be
merged and work was
underway for the re-
qulred 1egn<1auon

g his media
talk, Muradlccdllcd the
compensation  an-

nounced for those af-
fected — Rs10 million
for the families of each
deceased person and
Rs5m for each shop-oc-
cupant.

He further stated
that with the help of
Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(KCCI), the Sindh gov-
ernment would compen-
sate the financial losses
suffered by the busi-
nesses, including the
cost of their destroyed
stock.

“Within a month,
we’ll reimburse the shop-
keepers for their inven-
tory losses.

Responding to a
question about the
Muttahida  Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan’s
MQM-P) demand to
make Karachi a part of
the “federal territory”,
the Sindh CM said it was
not an appropriate time
for such discussions in
the wake of the tragic in-
cident.

“We are ready for
every debate, [but] I
would not like to,” he
said.

“I am not asking
you not to talk about
this tragedy or about
bringing improvement.
But do not go towards
such discussions that
have no logic,” lhc chief
minister stressed.

Upon a reporter
asking a question aboul
the Sindh governor’s
criticism of the provin-
cial government, CM
Murad reiterated that
the media was encour-
aged to give construc-
tive criticism about the
incident but asked jour-
nalists “not to add fuel
to the fire™.
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Lawyers bar police from entering slamabad High Court Bar Association (IHCBA) premises

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Islamabad High Court
Bar Association
(IHCBA) restricted po-
lice personnel from en-
(ermg the sessions
court’s building in the
federal capital on Mon-
day. The lawyers or-

the Sessions Court
building. A protest rally
will be taken out at 11
am from the District
Judicial Complex to the
SSP office, in which a
large number of law-
yers will parti

Heavy contingents

dered the policemen sit-
ting in a court’s can-
teen to leave the pre-
mises immediately.
Large numbers of
lawyers under the lead-
ership of [HCBA Presi-
dent Naecem Gujjar

of police were de-
ployed outside the
Islamabad High Court
building and other sen-
sitive areas.

Earlier on Satur-
day, the Islamabad High
Court Bar
announced a three-day

Islamabad Bar Council
and the [HC Bar held at
the Bar office.

The meeting par-
ticipants strongly con-
demned the police’s
behavior toward the
President and Secretary
of the IHC Bar. They

strike which will start
from January 26 to 28,
to protest the allegedly
unfair treatment and
unprofessional attitude
of the police.

The decision was
reached during a joint
session  of  the

also denounced the
move to bar lawyers
from attending the
Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) and demanded
an immediate end to
the harassment of the
legal community.
Leadership ap-

pealed to the legal fra-
ternity to abstain from
appearing in court on
January 26. They reaf-
firmed their commit-
ment to the rule of law
and expressed their de-
termination to maintain
lawyer unity.

were present outside

I l"l‘” l

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi called on
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Kashmiris observe Indian Republic
Day as Black Day

Indian state terror-
ism in IIOJK. While,
the occupation authori-
ties have turned the
entire Kashmir valley
and parts of Jammu
region into a military
garrison by imposing
strict restrictions and
deploying Indian troops
and police personnel in

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Kashmiris worldwide,
including those on both
sides of the Line of
Control, observed
India’s Republic Day
on Monday as Black
Day to highlight New
Delhi’s continued de-
nial of their UN-recog-
nized right to self-de-

Narendra Modi said
before the parade.
The fanfare also
featured Indian air de-
fence systems -- in-
cluding missiles and
drones -- that were de-
ployed in the four-day
conflict with arch-en-
emy Pakistan last year.
European Council

ise of a plebiscite in
Jammu and Kashmir.
The posters, displayed
by Hurriyat organiza-
tions, carry slogans
like “Indian Republic
Day is a Black Day for
Kashmiris” and “UN
must act to deliver jus-
tice to Kashmir.
European Union

termination. strength in the name of leaders joined India's President Antonio
According  to so-called security mea- Republic Day paradeas Costa and European
Kashmir Media Ser- sures. the guests of honour on  Commission President

New bunkers and
barricades are set up in
various parts of the ter-
ritory to prevent people
from holding anti-India
demonstrations. Indian
forces” personnel are
also seen carrying out
surprise checking of
the vehicles across the
occupied territory.

Meanwhile, post-
ers have appeared
across Srinagar and
other parts of IIOJK,
condemning India’s il
legal occupation and
urging the United Na-
tions to fulfil its prom-

Pakistan, Myanmar
pledge to promote
shared prosperity

ISLAMABAD (INP): tives to advance coop-
Pakistan and Myanmar ~eration in capacity build-
have expressed their ing.

commitment to expand Ishaq Dar said the
cooperation across di- visit of Myanmar's For-
verse sectors, including eign Minister to Pakistan
religious  tourism, reflects the importance
people-to-people and that both countries at-
cultural exchanges, tach to revitalizing and
trade, economy, and sci- strengthening Pakistan-
ence witha view to pro- Myanmar relations. He
moting shared prosper- stressed the need that all
i contentious  issues
should be resolved
through dialogue and
diplomacy. He also em-
phasized the importance
of further deepening co-
operation in academic
linkages. The Deputy
Prime Minister said Pa-
kistan and Myanmar en-
joy cordial and friendly
relations. He said Paki-
stan greatly values this
partnership and remains
keen to further enhance
the cooperation across a

vice, the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
and other pro-freedom
organizations have
called for protests to
mark the day.

The day was ob-
served with Kashmiris
holding rallies and pro-
test demonstrations in
Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and Pakistan,
while their sympathiz-
ers organized anti-India
demonstrations and ral-
lies in world capitals to
draw the international
community’s attention
to

Monday, a day before
New Delhi and Brussels
are expected to seal a
long-awaited free trade
agreement.

Military bands and
horse and camel cav-
alry units paraded
through capital New
Delhi, while fighter jets
buzzed overhead and
India's latest military
hardware was put on
display.

"The occasion in-
spires us in our collec-
tive resolve to build a
developed India,"
Prime Minister

Ursula von der Leyen
are both in attendance,
before an EU-India
summit Tuesday, when
the two sides are
widely expected to an-
nounce a landmark free
trade deal and security
partnership.

They had been
working on a trade
agreement for over a
decade before US
President  Donald
Trump's trade tariffs
pushed India and the
27-nation EU to expe-
dite their efforts last
year.

Automatic alarm
system of Indigo
Hotel not working
when fire breaks out

LAHORE (INP): An ini-
tial report probing Indigo
Hotel Lahore fire inci-
dent said that the auto-
‘matic fire alarm system
of the hotel was not
functioning at the time
ofthe fire.

The report further re-
vealed that hotel man-
agement used a manual
alarm system, due to
which péople present in
the hotel received infor-
mation after facing a de-
lay. The report said that
the Civil Defence De-
partment issued a notice
tothe management of the
hotel about two and a
half months ago, but the
hotel management ig-
nored it. The gas pipe-
line that was lying be-
side the boiler suddenly

ment became uncon-
scious, and they were
making failed aftempts
to rescue them from the
site. Earlier, police ar-
rested two suspects fol-
lowing the tragic fire in-
cident at the Indigo Ho-
tel in Gulberg. An FIR
No.237/26 has been reg-
istered at Gulberg Police
Station, confirmed by
the spokesperson for
the DIG Operations.
According to the
FIR, the fire that broke
out at the hotel a day
earlier caused damage to
valuable goods and
property. According to
the spokesperson, the
arrested accused in-
clude nominated sus-
pects Kamil and Bilal.
The said

ty.
The resolve was ex-
pressed during a joint
press stakeout
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Myanmar,
Than Swe, following del-
egation-level talks in
Islamabad on Monday.
In his remarks, the
Deputy Prime Minister
said our discussions re-
‘mained very productive

o
2

Fresh westerly wave brings more snow,
rain across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
fresh western weather
system has entered
Balochistan, triggering
rain and snowfall across
several parts of the prov-
ince, with heavy down-
pours lashing Chaman
city and its surrounding
arcas and submerging
low-lying localities.

According to the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department, further rain
and snowfall are ex-
pected in different parts
of the country until to-
morrow.
The forecast indi-
cates rain in Gilgit-
Baltistan, Azad Kashmir,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Islamabad, Murree and
the Galiyat, with snow-
fall likely in mountainous
regions, while several
districts of Punjab, in-
cluding Lahore, are also
expected to receive rain.
Sindh is forecast to see
rainfall starting today as
well.

snowfall.

Following the rain
and snow, icy winds
swept the region, push-
ing temperatures in
Chaman below the freez-
ing point. Power supply
in the city was sus-
pended amid the severe
cold, causing serious
difficulties for residents
in accessing drinking
water and other basic
necessities.

In Qalat and its ad-
joining areas, the second
snowfall of the year blan-
keted the region in
white, intensifying the
cold, while gas pressure
in households dropped
sharply. Light snowfall
was also reported in the
Quetta valleyand nearby
areas, while Mastung,
Noshki and Kharan re-
ceived rain. At Lakpass,
heavy snowfall began
and is expected to con-
tinue through tonight
and tomorrow, further
worsening the cold con-
ditions.

On the instructions
of Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti and Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan,
the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority

Reports said that
after a three-day break,

intermittent rain has re-
sumed in Chaman as well
as northern, eastern and
western  parts  of
Balochistan. While plain
areas experienced heavy
rainfall, mountainous re- ~ has been placed on high
gions received intense alert in view of the an-

ticipated snowfall and
adverse weather. All
snow-clearing units
have been directed to
remain alert and opera-
tional. The chief minis-
ter has ordered hourly
situation reports and
stated that he is person- In Lahore, cold
allymonitoring develop-  weather continues, with
ments. the temperature re-
Meanwhile, the Pa- corded at eight degrees
kistan Army success- Celsius and humidity at
fully evacuated a female 71 percent. Cloud cover
patient from Leepa Val- stands at 72 percent,
ley in Azad Kashmir to with light fog present in
the Military Hospital in  the atmosphere. Day-
Rawalpindi as part of a  time temperatures are ex-
rescue and reliefopera- pected to rise to around
tion. The evacuation 15 degrees Celsius.
was carried out by heli- Lahore’s air quality index
copter after heavy snow- was recorded at 179,
fall completely cut off though the city is not
ground access to the currently listed among
valley. Local residents the world’s most pol-
praised the army’s pro- luted cities.
fessionalism, swift deci- Karachi remains un-
sion-making and com- der the grip of icy winds,
mitment to public ser- with minimum tempera-
vice. According to the tures dropping between

and the Galiyat during
the afternoon. Islamabad
is expected to experience
winds blowing at a
speed  of  seven
kilometres per hour, with
humidity levels exceed-
ing 50 per cent.

Met  Office, cold nineand 13 degrees Cel-
weather persists in sius. The Met Office
Islamabad and forecasts that the mini-

Rawalpindi, with rain
accompanied by thun-
der expected this
evening and night. Cold
winds are blowing, and
the temperature was re-
corded at five degrees

mum temperature today
will range between nine
and 11 degrees, while
the maximumis expected
to remain between 20 and
22 degrees Celsius.
Karachi currently ranks
Celsius. Heavy snowfall ~ tenth among the world’s
is forecast in Murree most polluted cities.

Mushaal Mullick
calls for special peace

board on Kashmir

ISLAMABAD (INP):"
Hurriyat leader Yasin
Malik’s wife, Mushaal
Mullick, has called for
the establishment of a
special Board of Peace
for Kashmir, similar to
efforts being discussed
or Gaza, saying the
long-running dispute
must be placed at the
center of global peace
initiatives.

In a statement, she
said Kashmiris were ob-
serving India’s Republic
Day as a “Black Day,”
accusing India of con-
tinuously denying the
Kashmiri people their
right to self-determina-
tion.

fort for peace must in-
clude Kashmir as a core

agenda item.
Mushaal Mullick
warned that Yasin
Malik’s life was at risk
and demanded his imme-
diate release. She also
called for the revival
the peace process ini
ated in 2000, saying that
ajust and fair resolution
of the Kashmir issue is
the only guarantee of
lasting peace in the re-
gion. Describing Kash-
mir as one of the world’
most sensitive and dan-
gerous nuclear
fashpoints, she urged
the international commu-
nity to act responsibly
to prevent further insta-

She stressed that
any genuine global ef-

f| elected leadership of the

ISLAMABAD TheAmbanddor of Denmark to Pakistan, Ms. Maja Mortensen, called on the Federal
nister for Climate Change and Environmental Coordination, Dr. Musadik Malik

Info Minister
felicitates newly
elected office bearers
of Lahore Press Club

ISLAMABAD (INP): retary, and Imran Sheikh
Minister for Information ~ as Joint Secretary of the
and  Broadcasting Lahore Press Club.
Attaullah Tarar on Mon- Tarar pledged all
day extended felicita- possible support for the
tions to the newly welfare of journalists,
emphasizing that the
Press Club serves as a
strong voice of the me-
dia fraternity and plays
avital role in promoting
professional values and
unity.
He emphasized that
press clubs serve a vital
role in fostering profes-
sional values and en-
hancing unity among
journalists. The minister
voiced confidence that
the new leadership of
the Lahore Press Club .

Lahore Press Club.

In his statement, the
minister congratulated
Arshad Ansari on being
elected President of the
Club.

He also extended
felicitations to Salman
Qureshi on his election
as Senior Vice President,
Afzaal Talib as General
Secretary, Nasira Ateeq
and Madiha Almas as
Vice Presidents, Salik
Nawaz as Finance Sec-

and comprehensive. He
underscored the impor-
tance of advancing en-
gagement towards sus-
tained, structured and
results-oriented initia-

wide range of mutually
beneficial fields. In his
remarks, the Foreign
Minister of Myanmar
thanked the government
of Pakistan.

exploded. The boiler was
installed in Basement
No. 1. Huge smoke en-
gulfed the basement af- identified as Fazil
ter which all members Ahmed, Nadeem Mirza
who were in the base- and Atif.

that raids are underway
to arrest the other three
nominated suspects,

LAHORE: Rana Ihsaan Afzal Khan, Coordinator to the Prime Minister for Commerce, cutting the|
ribbon to inaugurate the Mega Leather Show at the Lahore Expo Center, marking the opening of the|
major international exhibition showcasing Pakistan's leather industry and export potential.

Nagqyvi launches advanced passport
monitoring, printing system

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagqvi on Monday for- briefed on the Secure
mally inaugurated a Hybrid Intelligence for
f-the-art monitor- dg Re-
mg system for passport  sponse Andlyllc;
applications, printing (SHIKRA) system. He
and overall performance  appreciated the perfor-
at the Directorate Gen- mance of the Director
eral of Immigration and ~ General of Immigration
Passports in Islamabad. and Passports and his
Interior minister vis- team for introducing a
ited the Directorate Gen- modern, technology-
eral of Immigration and driven  monitoring
Passports, where he mechanism. Speaking on
launched the advanced the occasion, the interior
system aimed at ensur- minister said the Paki-
ing real-time oversight stan passport system
of passport operations had now been aligned
across Pakistan and with those of the world’s
abroad. best-performing coun-
A 24/7 monitoring tries. He said the new
room and call centre system would enable
have also been made real-time monitoring of
operational, while the passport applications
emergency travel docu- and deliveries both
ment system has been within Pakistan and
fully digitised on the ~overseas.
minister’s Mohsin Naqvi said

During the visit,
Mohsin Naqvi was

every stage, from the
submission of an appli-
cation to the delivery of
the passport, could now
be closely monitored,
adding ~ that  the
government’s objective
was to ensure fast, se-
cure and globally
standardised services
for citizens.

He said the intro-
duction of the advanced
monitoring  system
would further improve
the performance of the
passport department,
noting that the security
features of Pakistani
passports had been up-
graded in line with Inter-
national Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO)
standards.

The interior minis-
ter added that the instal-
lation of modern auto-
matic German machmcs
had h the

department’s opera-
tional capacity, while the
fully automated pass-
port printing process
had eliminated human
intervention altogether.
During his visit,
Mohsin Naqvi also i
spected the e-monitor-
ingroom, call centre, fo-
rensic laboratoryand the
modern production unit
in the Directorate.
Officials briefed the
minister that a digitally
integrated dashboard
would allow daily opera-
tions and staff perfor-
mance to be monitored
and evaluated, while the
new system would also
automatically identify
overcrowding at pass-
port offices. They added
that under the network
management system,
backlogs and machinery
status would also be
i monitored.
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Loralai Police Bust Two Inter-District Robbery Gangs,
Recover Stolen Goods Worth Rs 7.5 Million

o Al.H !
LORALAI: Deputy Muhammad Sharif Mohalla, were ar- ment in multiple theft strict anti-narcotics
Inspector General Mosakhel, and SHO rested. and robbery incidents operation, as a result
(DIG) Loralai Range Marra Tangi Noor Several stolen across various districts of ~which poppy
Junaid Ahmed Sheikh Muhammad. motorcycles and ve- of Balochistan, and (opium) cultivation has
and Senior Superinten- Addressing the hicles were recovered further recoveries are nearlybeen eliminated
dent of Police (SSP) media, DIG Junaid from their possession. expected. across the district.
Loralai Malik Ahmed Sheikh stated The DIG further According to the Indiscriminate
Muhammad Asghar that Loralai Police revealed that a few DIG the arrested sus- action against drug
Usman held animpor- conducted a success- daysago, duringarob- pects Sohbat and dealers isongoing, and
tant joint press confer- ful operation late last bery at a shop in Mu- Siddiq Wanechi are strict operations and
ence at the SSP Of- night, mrrc&ung two hammadan Market, ringleaders of inter- FIRs will also be reg-
fice Loralai, where d inter-district approxi 1,600 district criminal gangs istered against drug
thcy shared details of networks of thieves kilograms of electric and have multiple dens in areas recently
and robbers, wire worth around Rs  cases registered merged from Levi
erations carried out by including the noto- 7.5 million was stolen. against them in into Police
Loralai Police. rious gang leader The stolen property Loralai, Ziarat, Qila jurisdiction*“Concluding
The press confer- Siddiq Wanechi. has now been fully re-  Saifullah, Pishin, and the press conference,
ence was attended by He disclosed that covered. the Crime Branch. the DIG reaffirmed
DSP Legal Sardar during the operation, Additionally, two Arrests of other that Loralai Police are
Nasrullah  Khan well-known criminals pistols, one shotgun, gang members are fully committed to pro-
Hamzazai, SDPO Sohbat son of Wali, and a Toyota X Co- expected soon based tecting the life and
Karecem Mandokhail, tribe Jalalzai, resident rolla vehicle were also ~on their identification. property of citizens,
SHO City Police Sta- of Hospital Mohalla, recovered from the DIG Junaid and uncompromising
tion Shaheed and Hanifalias Sheen, arrested suspects. Ahmed Sheikh also actionagainst criminal
Muhammad Ashraf tribe Tarrah, resident The accused have stated that Loralai Po- elements will continue
Tareen, Sub-Inspector of Murghi Khana confessed to involve- lice have launched a in the future.

QUETTA (INP): The
Provincial Disaster
Management Author-
ity (PDMA)
Balochistan has been
placed on high alert as
snowfall and rain con-
tinue to affect various
parts of the province,
with emergency
teams working round
the clock to keep high-
ways open and ensure
public safety.
Director Relief
Operations Mir
Attaullah Mengal said
PDMA teams have
been fully mobilized
since the onset of
snowfall and rainfall.
Continuous snow-
clearing operations are
underway during day
and night to prevent
road blockages and
minimize inconve-
nience to the public.
He noted that
timely and effective
measures have en-
abled PDMA to keep
all major highways
operational despite se-
vere weather condi-
tions, emphasizing that
uninterrupted traffic
flow and public safety
remain top priorities.
On the special in-
structions of Chief
Minister Balochistan

Mir Sarfraz Bugti and
Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan,
PDMA machinery
and personnel are on
constant standby un-
der the supervision of
Director  General
Jahanzeb Khan.

Continuous ef-
forts are being made
to secure snow-af-
fected routes and
make them safe for
traffic.

The DG PDMA
has appreciated the
professional perfor-
mance and prepared-
ness of

field staff, in-
structing them to en-
sure an immediate re-
sponse to any emer-
gency situation while
utilizing resources ef-
ficiently.

Speaking to media
representatives,
Attaullah Mengal said
that the protection of
lives and property and
the timely provision of
relief during rain and
snowfall are PDMA’s
foremost priorities.

He urged the pub-
lic, particularly travel-
ers and tourists, to
avoid unnecessary
travel, adopt precau-
tionary measures, and

PDMA Balochistan on
high alert as snowfall, rain
continue across province

cooperate fully with
DMA

and district admin-
istration teams to pre-
vent accidents.

He added that
PDMA has been
placed on high alert
across the province in
view of the possibility
of further snowfall
and adverse weather
conditions.

The Chief Minis
ter has directed au-
thorities to submit
hourly situation re-
ports while closely
monitoring evolving
conditions.

Mir  Attaullah
Mengal confirmed
that the Provincial
Emergency Opera-
tions Center will re-
main operational 24
hours a day, perform-
ing coordination, moni-
toring, tracking, and
reporting duties, while
ensuring the timely
provision and effective
management of relief
resources.

He also noted that
during the previous
snowfall, PDMA suc-
cessfully prevented
the closure of major
highways and rescued
several stranded indi-
viduals and vehicles.

Commissioner Naseerabad Chairs Key DC Ziarat Chairs Emergency Review Meeting
Security & Administrative Meetings, Orders | Amid Snowfall on CM Balochistan’s Directives

Action on Law and Order, Drug Smuggling |Z4RAT:0n he d

NASEERABAD:Under from CTD, law enforce- Salahuddin Noorzai em- be maintained, where | ister Balochistan,
the chairmanship of mentagencies,andother phasized that coordi- representatives of all [ Sarfraz Bugti, a re-
ommissioner relevantdepartments.  nated, effective, and concerned agencies are

Naseerabad Division,  During the ses- sustainable measures present, to prevent un-

Salahuddin Noorzai, im- ~sions, detailed discus- are the need of the hour due inconvenience to | manship of Deputy
portant meetings of the  sions were held on land  to resolve public prob-  the public. issioner Ziarai,
Joint Intelligence Coor- ~disputes, the overall se- lems. He directed au-  Reviewi

com-
. udoos
curity situation, action thorities to give special ~plaints received through Q

against elements in- attention to the resolu- the public complaint
Assessment Committee, volved in drug produc- tion of land disputes portal, the Commis-
and Divisional Monit tion and smuggling, reg-  through mutual consul-  sioner stressed the im-

Achakzai, in view of
the ongoing snowfall in
the district.

ing Committee were istration of religious tation, within the legal portance of timely and The meeting was
held. seminaries (madaris), im-  framework, and by main-  sustainable resolution. | attended by PDMA

The meetings re- provement of the traffic ~taining public trust to He reiterated that | Relief and Rescue
viewed the overall law  system, relocation of the ~ensure permanent solu-  the protection oflife and | O fficer Naveed

and order situation bus terminal in Dera tions. The Commis- property of citizens is | Khan, Assistant Com-
across the division, ex-  Murad Jamali, and pro- ~sioner instructed that the government’s top | missioner Sajjad ur
isting challenges, and vision of alternative the bus terminal located ~priority, and all neces- | Rehman. and Gfficers
various administrative spaces for street vendors in the center of Dera sarysteps must be taken -

‘matters, to ensure public conve- Murad Jamali city to ensure safe and fear-
with a focus on ef- nience. should be shifted to the ~free travel for the publi
fective and sustainable DIG Police Asif newlyconstructed termi- Expressing serious
solutions to public is- Munir and Deputy Com- nal outside the city to concern over the grow-
sues. missioner Captain (R) reduce traffic conges- ing menace of narcotics,
The meetings were  Zulfigar Ali Kakar tion. Commissioner

attended by Deputy In-  briefed the participants He also directed Naseerabad ordered
spector General of Police  on various matters, high- that street vendors be strictand indiscriminate
Nascerabad Division lighting current security provided with suitable ~action against those in-

Commissioner strategics to maintain that their livelihoods are ~tion and smuggling.

from Police,
WAPDA, Gas,
Health, Roads, Public
Health Engineering
(PHE), Irrigation, and
other concerned de-
partments.

During the meet-
ing, a detailed briefing
was given on the cur-
rent snowfall situation
and preparedness
measures of various
departments.

Addressing the
participants, Deputy
Commissioner Abdul
Qudoos Achakzai di-
n.cu.d al] dcpanmcnts

toremain on high alert
during the snowfall
and keep their machin-
ery on standby.

He instructed the
Roads Department to
ensure that main high-
ways and link roads
remain open,
while the Health
Department was di-
rected to keep hospi-
tals fully prepared to
deal with any emer-
gency situation.

The Deputy Com-
missioner advised
tourists and the gen-
eral public to avoid un-

necessary travel dur-
ing the snowfall.

He added that in
case of any emer-
gency, citizens and
tourists can contact
the District Adminis-
tration or the DC
Office.““He assured
that the District Ad-
ministration Ziarat,
keeping in view the
hardships faced by the
public, will utilize all
available resources to
take effective and
timely measures to fa-
cilitate residents and
visitors.

Deputy Commissioner Gwadar Urges
ASiT Munir, Deputy measures and future - ahemative locations so volved n drue produc- | Citizens to Avoid Unnecessary Travel Amid

Naseerabad Captain (R) - peace and stability in the ~not affected while im- He also directed rel- Ongoing Rainfall and Weather Alerts

Zulfigar Ali Kakar, Senior ~ division. proving the city’s traffic evant departments to
SupcnntcndcmutPohcc Addressing the andcivicmanagement. make advance arrange-
Nascerabad, officials meetings, Commissioner He further dircucd ments for improving the

that no education system and
check posts should 54 ensuring the organized
established and that conduct ofupcoming ex-
only joint check posts inati

Major Crackdown in
Khuzdar: 10 Illegal
Clinics Sealed to
w_s=ocn | Protect Public Health

F,xm..... Aulss. 2014 E..,,.,...,. Cattera, # e 1 | KHUZDAR:Inamajor dard medical services.
Presarce in he 7Ly B [ action by the District During the raids, medi-
m-.m Administration cines were also recov-
oty hlaeh Khuzdar, tenillegal medi-  ered from several illegal
Compiation of cal clinics were sealed centers.
compiecaty worth PR 70000, e o to safeguard public Speaking on the oc-
yoirs, Ay health, following special ~ casion, Assistant Com-
pravious thres {23] conseculiva years, M directives from Deputy missioner Hafeezullah
Fachat inlvacsily. Commissioner Khuzdar, Kakar stated that no le-
Abdul Razzaq Sasoli.  niency would be shown
Under the supervi- toward quacks and ille-
sion of Assistant Com- gal clinics endangering
missioner Khuzdar human lives.
Hafeezullah Kakar and He emphasized that,
Drug Inspector Khuzdar on the instructions of
Dr. Rasheed Ahmed, the Deputy Commis-
surprise inspections sioner Khuzdar, this

Certficate BRA)

GWADAR: In light of
the ongoing rainfall in
the district and the
weather alerts issued by
the Meteorological De-
partment and PDMA,
eputy Commis-
sioner Gwadar,
Nageebullah Kakar, has
advised citizens to

avoid unnecessary
travel. He specifically
urged fishermen to re-
frain from going to the
sea for fishing dueto the
hazardous weather con-
ditions, emphasizing
that this precaution
would help prevent any
potential loss of life or

propert
The Deputy Com-
missioner stated that
the prmeclion of citi-
zens' lives and property
is the top priority of the
district administration.
He confirmed that
all relevant departments
have been put on high

alert to ensure safety
during this period.
Furthermore, he a

sured the public that the
district administration is
fully prepared to handle
any emergency situa-
tion, with a 24/7 standby
to protect and assist citi-
zens in need.

ous areas of the city. will continuc across the

[
ZHOIIINE certfratons s out of 26 dlinics were  provision of saf. legal,

found operating ille- and quality heaitheare | o UETTA: Under the
gallyand were sealed on supervision of Deputy

the spot. The action was Commissioner Queta
taken against clinics sioner also appealed to > 3
e e Mehrullah Badini, the

functioning without the public to avoid un- -\ L 1
valid licenses, employ- qualified practitioners, | interview process for
ing unqualified staff, consult registered and | MBBS and BDS can-
and providing substan- certified doctors. didates is currently in
- b . progress. On this oc-
casion, the Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) and Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner (Revenue)
also conducted inter-
views of the candi-
dates and carried out
thorough verification
of their academic cre-

Section Officor (Admis)
Haalth Dapartmant,

PR Wo. 345226012008 [T Lo
T N )

dentials. During the in-

terviews, candidates’
educational docu-
ments, domicile cer-
tificates, and other re-
quired credentials
were carefully scruti-
nized to ensure a
i

transparent and merit-
based selection pro-
cess. According to the
District Administration
Quetta, after the com-
plete verification of all
candidates’  docu-
ments, the final merit

were conducted invari- anti-quackery cmpaien |- J[BBS & BDS Interviews Underway in Quetta Under
During heoperation 10 district to ensure the) - DC Supervision, Merit-Based Selection Assured

lists will be officially
issued. The District
Administration Quetta
remains fully commit-
ted to ensuring an ad-
mission process based
on merit, transpar-
ency, and fairness.
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Pakistan's land port authority and the cost of missed opportunities

NEWS DESK:"When
goods don't cross bor-
ders, soldiers will" —
Frederic Bastiat.

Pakistan's recent de-
cision to establish the
Land Port Authority is,
in principle, a sensible
institutional reform.

After nearly two de-
cades of discussion, the
country now has a dedi-
cated body tasked with
regulating, modernising,
and facilitating trade
through its land ports.
For a country that re-
peatedly declares ex-
ports and trade competi-
tiveness as national pri-
orities, such an author-
ity should have been
created long ago.

‘et the commercial
value of this reform can-
not be judged by legis-
lation alone. Institutions
matter only when they
operate within a policy
environment that allows
them to function. At
present, Pakistan's re-
gional trade environ-
ment remains severely
constrained.

Tn this context, the
Land Port Authority
risks becoming an ad-
ministrative structure
managing limited activ-
ity rather than enabling
ameaningful expansion
of trade.

With the partial ex-
ception of China, where
less than 5% of bilateral
trade flows through land
routes, Pakistan's bor-
ders with neighbouring
countries are either

closed, intermittently
disrupted, or subject to
unpredictable restric-
tions.

Trade with India re-
mains frozen. Commer-
cial flows with Afghani-
stan are repeatedly inter-
rupted. Trade with Iran
remains marginal due to
US sanctions.

Geography should
have been Pakistan's

terms, this location
should have supported
Pakistan's emergence as
a regional trading and
transit hub.

Instead, political
risk aversion and secu-
rity-driven policies have
constrained the commer-
cial use of this geogra-

fore August 2019, Paki-
stan permitted onlya lim-
ited range of commodi-
ties, such as chemicals,
plastic raw materials,
and selected agricultural
products, through bor-
der trade.

Even this con-
strained exchange ben-
efited producers and
consumers on both
sides. Since then, trade
has virtually collapsed,
political tensions have

The experience with
India starkly illustrates
. the scale o i
In purely economic Pakistan s forgoing. Be-

significantly improve
margins and scale. The
potential gains are sub-
stantial. World Bank es-
timates suggest that
normalising trade with
India could raise
Pakistan's exports by up
to 80%, an impact few
domestic reforms could
match within a compa-
rable timeframe.
India-Bangladesh
trade offers a useful
comparison. Despite se-
rious political tensions,
scrapping of several bi-
lateral projects, and In-
dia limiting Bangladeshi
access to exports
through its ports, bilat-
eral trade is rising and
now exceeds $10 billion,
with India accounting for

roughly 85% of the total
exports.
Both countries

recognise that disrupt-
ing trade would ulti-
mately damage their own
economies. As a result,
India remains
Bangladesh's second-
largest trading partner
after China.

Pakistan's contin-
ued refusal to draw this
lesson carries a high and
entirely self-inflicted
economic cost.

A similar logic ap-
plies to Pakistan's west-
ern border. Trade with
Afghanistan had started
increasing over the last
few  years  wit
Pakistan's exports of
pharmaceuticals, cement
and cereals worth over
$1 billion.

Pakistani businesses
and consumers while
encouraging informal
and illegal trade.

A sensible first step
would be to restore di-
rect imports of essential
industrial raw materials,
such as plastics, as was
the case prior t0 2019.

Concerns that such
trade would dispropor-
tionately benefit India
overlook basic produc-
tion economics. Paki-

escalated, and economic
logic has been sidelined.

espite the ban on
direct imports from India,
Pakistan continues to al-
low limited inflows,
mainly pharmaceutical
raw materials, out of ne-
cessity.

In practice, much
larger volumes of Indian
goods now enter indi-
rectly through third
countries.

This raises costs for

stani_industry depends
heavily on imported raw
‘materials, intermediate
oods, and machinery.
Access to competitively
priced inputs from a
nearby market would
lower production costs
and improve export com-
petitiveness globally.
For sectors such as
textiles, pharmaceuti-
cals, chemicals, and
light engineering, re-
gional sourcing could

Gold zips past $5,100 to another
high on safe-haven rush

NEWS DESK:Gold
surged to a record high
above $5,100 an ounce
on Monday. extending a
historic rally as inves-
tors piled into the safe-
haven asset amid rising
geopolitical uncertain-

last week”, said Kyle
Rodda, a senior market
nnnlysl at Capital.com.
President
Donald Trump abruptly
stepped  back on
Wednesday  from
threats to impose tariffs

role as the main global
platform for conflict
resolution, though
Trump has said it will
work with the UN.
“This Trump admin-
istration has caused a
permanent rupture in the

NEWS DESK:The days
are remembered when
seafood was exported to
the US, Japan, South
Korea, Europe, efc where
the prices fetched were
much higher than where

tes. on European alliesas le- way things are done, and | the seafood is being ex-
Spot gold was up verage to seize sonow everyone’s kind | ported at this time.
2.2 per centat $5,089.78  Greenland. of running to gold as the Each and every fac-

per ounce by 6:56am

MT, after earlier touch-
ing an all-time high of
$5,110.50. US gold fu-
tures for February deliv-
eryalso gained the same
amount {0 $5,086.30 per
ounce.

The metal soared
64pcin 2025, its biggest
annual gain since 1979,
driven by safe-haven
demand, US monetary
policy casing, robust
central bank purchases
including China’s four-
teenth straight month of
buying in December,
and record inflows into
exchange-traded funds.

Prices have set con-
secutive record peaks
over the past week and
have already risen more
than 18pc this year.

The latest catalyst

“is effectively this crisis
of confidence in the US
administration and US
assets, that was set off
by some of the erratic de-
cision-making from the
Trump administration

tor leads to the dent in
the economy of the
country where the urge
to earn foreign exchange
continues. The leaders
are frequently travelling
seekinga few million or
billion USD as loan to
keep up with the need of
meeting the inevitable fi-
nancial demands but
least attention is being
given to overcome this
dilemma and crisis.

Why then a coun-
try blessed by the Cre-
afor of every means
available begs. The say-
ing goes, "The intelli-
gent learn from other's
mistakes while the fools
learn from their own",
can the policymakers be
worse than the fools to
repeatedly commit the
same mistakes rendering
the country to fall in a
deep financial quag-
mire?

Over the weekend, onlyalternative,” Rodda
he said he would impose  added.
a 100pc tariffon Canada
ifit followed through on
atrade deal with China.
He has also threat-

ened to hit French wines
and champagnes with
200pc tariffs, in an appar-
ent effort to pressure

rench President
Emmanuel Macron into
joining his Board of
Peace inilialive.

rs fear

Meanwhile, a rising
yen dragged the dollar
broadly lower on Mon-
day, with markets on
alért for possible inter-
vention in the yen and
investors cutting dollar
positions ahead of this
week’s Federal Reserve
meeting.

A weaker dollar
makes greenback-priced
r - gold more affordable for
holders of other curren-
cies.

the board could under-
mine the United Nations

In the need for
short-term benefits, the
hen that laid the golden
cggs has been caten and

Reviving Pakistan's seafood industry, a path

to economic self-sufficiency

now without any golden
eggs, the only option
left, leads to begging for
just enough to keep the
country going, it's so
pathetic.Seafood, once a

3-Reduce chemical
runoff: Use non-toxic
garden products and
minimise fertilisers; ex-
cess nutrients cause
"dead zones" in coastal

cial wealth to generate
foreign exchange earn-
ings. It is imperative to
focus on these high-im-
pact actions before it is
too late and the matter

1-Protect key habi-
tats: Advocate for the
preservation of man-
groves, seagrass beds,
and coral reefs, which
serve as vital nurseries

major source of foreign reaches a point ofno re-  waters. for 25% of all marine life.
exchange earnings, can  turn: 4-Eliminate plastic: 2-Support marine
be revived to its former Individual actions ~ Single-use plastics en- protected areas (MPAs):
prominence, provided I-Restrict the use of  tangle marine life and These "underwater

fermented sardines/
small fish for poultry
feed.

corruption is curtailed to
an extent as it may be
impossible to curtail it
one hundred per cent.
There is still a short time
left to protect coastal
fish and marine life to
benefit the fisherfolk
and the country's finan-

degrade into harmful
‘microplastics.

5-Fish responsibly:
Adhere to local size and
bag limits to ensure ju-
venile fish reach breed-
ing age.

Community
policy efforts

parks" allow fish popu-
lations to recover and
spill over into fishing
zones with full participa-
tion of the local
fisherfolks.
3-Participate in
cleanups: Removing de-
bris from beaches pre-
vents waste from enter-
ing the food chain.
4-Restrict fishing by
trawlers within 12 nauti-
cal miles of the coast
with the participation of
the local fisherfolk by
legally empowering
them.
5-Restrict the use of
illegal nets that should
be punishable by seri-
ous consequences.
6-For the provincial
governments to em-
power the Pakistan Ma-
rine Security Agency
and the Coast Guard to
ensure compliance with
fishing policies as the
governments of Sindh
and Balochistan seemed
to have miserably failed
in this matter.

2-Choose sustain-
able seafood: Use guides
like Monterey Bay
Aquarium's Seafood
Watch to avoid over-
fished species.

&

SBP maintains pohcy rate at 10.5pc

NEWS DESK: The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
maintained its key policy
rate at 10.5 per cent on

outlook for economic
growth had improved.
Based on this, the com-
mittee believed it pru-

and Lubricants (POL)
sales (excluding furnace
oil), fertiliser off-take,
and imports of machin-

information in agricul-
ture pointed to encour-
aging prospects for the
wheat crop. These

Monday duringits Mon- dent to hold the policy ery and intermediate favourable develop-
etary Policy Committee rate unchanged at the goods recorded notable ments in the commodity-
(MPC) meeting. current level to ensure growth, suggesting sus- producing sectors were

expected to provide fur-
ther energy to the ser-
vices sector.

The MPC noted
that this improved upon
earlier estimates of GDP
growth, now projecting
it in the range of 3.75-
4.75pc for FY2026, ex-
pecting this momentum
to strengthen further in
FY2027, supported by
the earlier reduction in
the policy rate.

tained domestic de-
mand.

Large-scale manu-
facturing (LSM) posted
growth of 8pc year on
year and 10.4 pc year on
year in October and No-
vember 2025, raising
LSM growth to 6pc dur-
ing July-November
FY2026, decording to the
committee’s findings.
Their findings also
posted that the latest

Brokerage house
Topline Securities noted
that this “came as a sur-
prise” as a majority of
their participants were
expecting a rate cut.

‘According to the
Monetary Policy State-
ment released by the
State Bank, while head-
line inflation was 5.6pc
in December 2025, core
inflation  steadied
around a higher level of
7.4

price stability and sus-
tainable economic

Since its last meet-
ing, the committee noted
that real GDP growth
was provisionally re-
ported at 3.7pc year on
year for the first quarter
ofthe FY2026, led by the
industry and agriculture
sectors. Auto sales, do-
mestic cement dis-
patches, Petroleum, Oil

pcThe external current
account posted a deficit
0f$244 million in Decem-
ber 2025, leading to a
1.2 billion deficit during
the first half of FY2026.
Weak exports were
driven by a sharp drop
in food exports, particu-
larly rice, while high-
value-added (HVA) tex-
tile exports remained re-
silient. However, sus-
tained growth in work-
ers’ remittances and ICT
services helped in con-
taining the current ac-
count deficit.

As a result of this.
the MPC noted that in-
flation and the current
account were broadly
unchanged, while the

Paklstam, Chinese firms to upgrade
peanut seeds

_ B
NEWS DESK:A Chinese  day.
agricultural technology ~ ~ Shandong Rainbow
firm and a Pakistani Overseas Project Coor-
agribusiness company  dinator Qian Hong told
have entered intoa part-  Wealth Pakistan that the
nership to introduce im-  company planned to im-
proved peanut seeds prove peanut seed qual-

Qian said
Shandong Rainbow had
already been working
with local partners on
peanut seed develop-
ment and had conducted
trials over the past two

nut supply chain in Pa-
stan,

including breeding
and rescarch facilitics,
primary processing
plants, cold storage and
warehouses.

and build a local supply ity by selecting varieties ~ years. He explained that
chain, suited to Pakistan's soil Ugab Corp's Agri  different peanut variet-
Representatives of and irrigation condi- HeadDr AtifMajeedsaid  ies were used for specific
Shandong Rainbow Ag-  tions, which differ from the firm has alrcady purposes, particularly
ricultural Technology Co  those in China. She said ~signed an MoU with fur-  roasting, and Shandong
and Pakistan's Uqab the firmwas considering ther agreements cx- Rainbow had developed
Corporation said the supplying seeds, in- pected. specially bred seeds de-
collaboration aimed to vesting in farms, culti- ~ Outlining  the signed to reduce ran

modernise peanut culti-
vation, said a press re-
lease issued on Satur-

vating peanuts locally
and purchasing the har-
vest for export to China.

roadmap, Majeed said
the partners planned to
develop a complete pea-

ity while maintaining
crispiness.  Those
seeds,
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T20 World Cup: Naqvi briefs PM Shehbaz on ‘ICC matter’,
says final decision to come by Frlday or Monday

NEWS DESK:Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
on Monday said that he
briefed Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on the
“International Cricket
Council (ICC) matter”
saying, that a “final de-
cision will be taken either
on Friday or next Mon-
day”.

According to a
handout by the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO),
Naqvi had called on the
premier in Islamabad ear-
lier today.

“Naqvi gave a de-
tailed briefing to the
prime minister on the
current situation be-
tween the ICC T20
World Cup and the
Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB),” the hand-
out said.

Subsequently,
Naqvi, also the chairman
of the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) stated that
he had a “productive”
meeting with PM
Shehbaz.

“[1] briefed him on
the ICC matter, and he
directed that we resolve The development Scotland. fusal to tour India over
it while keeping all op- comes as questions Bangladesh were safety concerns in the

have been raised about
Pakistan’s participation
in the tournament follow-
ing the ICC’s decision to
replace Bangladesh with

L
tions on the table. It was
agreed that the final de-
cision will be taken either
on Friday or next Mon-
day,” the post read.

replaced by Scotland on
Saturday, which is
scheduled to begin next

onth,
following their re-

said that Pakistan’s par-
ticipation was still not
confirmed.

“The prime minister
is not in Pakistan right
now. When he returns,
I'll be able to give you
our final decision,”
Naqvi had said.

Meanwhile, the In-
ternational Cricketers’
Association said on
Sunday that the absence
of Bangladesh from the
T20 World Cup was a
sad moment for the game
and should serve as a
call for stakeholders to
work towards uniting the
sport, not dividing it.

The withdrawal of
Bangladesh from the T20
World Cup, and result-
ing absence of a valued
cricketing nation from
cricket’s pinnacle inter-
national T20 event, is a
sad moment for our
sport,
The Bangladesh
players and fans, and
one that requires deep
reflection,” World Crick-
eters”  Association
(WCA) Chief Executive
Tom Moffat had said in
a statement.

wake of soured political
relations between the
Asian neighbours.

The governing ICC
rejected Bangladesh’s
request to move their
matches to tournament

co-host Sri Lanka, say-
ing it was not feasible to
change the schedule so
close to the February 7
start of the tournament.

Hours before the
ICC had announced its

decision, Naqvi had said
that Bangladesh was
being treated unfairly
and should be allowed to
pamclpale in the tourna-
men

A& the time, he had

Bowlers, Abhishek fire India to T20
series win over New Zealand

NEWS DESK:Inspired Singh’s fastest T20 fifty
bowling and a 14-ball record for India by two
fifty by opener Abhishek balls. Yuvraj scored a
Sharma led India to a fifty in 12 balls in 2007.

crushing eight-wicket Abhishek kept up
series-clinching win the attack  with
over New Zealand in the Suryakumar, who hit his

warm-up ahead of the
T20 World Cup starting
on February 7 in India
and Sri Lanl

“This is the brand
of cricket which we want
to play, irrespective of

Glenn Phillips, who
‘made 48 off40 balls, and
attempted to pull things
back in a partnership of
54 for the fourth wicket
with Mark Chapman be-

third T20 international —our bamng first or chas-  second successive fifty fore Bishnoi broke
on Sunday. ing,” said Suryakumar. in his 26-ball knock. The ~through.

Pace bowler Jasprit “For example, if we are duo put on an unbeaten Bishnoi, who made
Bumrah with figures of 24 for 3 or 44 for 4 to- stand of 102 tounderline  the Indian Xlafter nearly
3-17 and leg-spinner morrow, weknowhow to India’s status as the a year, had Chapman
Ravi Bishnoi (2-18) kept  bat.” world’s number one- caught behind for 32 and

ranked T20 team.

India’s bowlers set
up victory with the pac-
ers taking three wickets
inside first six overs in-
cluding Harshit Rana
dismissing Devon
Conway for the fifth time
in successive white-ball
matches.

Rachin Ravindra fell
for four to Hardik
Pandya. Bumrah, who
was named player of the
match, then bowled
wlcketkeeper ~batter Tim
Seifert for 12 as New
Zealand slumped to 34-

New Zealand down to
153-9 after India elected
to field first in Guwahati.

Left-handed
Abhishek then hit an un-
beaten 20-ball 68 and
skipper Suryakumar
Yadav made 57 not out
as India romped home
with 10 overs to spare to
take an unbeatable 3-0
lead in the five-match
series.

It was the ninth
straight T20 series win
for reigning T20 World fastest in the format.
Cup champions India. ‘Abhishek missed

The series is a outon his mentor Yuvraj

New Zealand quick
Matt Henry bowled
Sanju Samson with the
first ball of India’s chase
but the hosts soon took
charge with Ishan
Kishan and fellow left-
hander Abhishek hitting
a flurry of fours and
sixes.

The pair put on 53
runs off 19 balls before
Kishan fell for 28 off Ish
Sodhi, but Abhishek
raced to India’s second

later denied Phillips a
half-century.

Wickets kept tum-
bling and despite skipper
Mitchell Sant-ner’s 27
off 17 balls New Zealand
fell well short of a test-
ing total.

“I think Il give
credit to India with the
ball as well,” said
Santner. “They made it
really tough for us. Ob-
viously wickets in the
powerplay is key. And
then for us to scrap to
150, we knew it would be
a challenge from there.”

o
ANZN?

NEWSDESK:
"Barcelona reclaimed top
spotin La Liga with a 3-
0 win over Real Oviedo
on Sunday, thanks to
goals from Dani Olmo,
Raphinha and an acro-
batic Lamine Yamal ef-
fort.

After Real Madrid
beat Villarreal on Satur-
dayto take pole position
overnight, the Catalans
edged a point ahead
again. Although Oviedo
are bottom of the table
with just two victories
all season, Barca had to
scrap for their victory as
the visitors worked hard
defensively to keep
Hansi Flick’s team at bay
until the second half.

Eventually the
hosts’ quality told at the
partially-reopened Camp
Nou and after Olmo
opened the scoring
Barca never looked back.

The pick of the
goals was Yamal’s strike,
an impressive volley
from Olmo’s cross to se-
cure Barca’s triumph.

They struggled to
make inroads in a dry
first half and their pass-
ing was unusually
imprecise.Injured
midfield maestro Pedri

from David Costas and
lofting the ball over
Escandel

Barcelona’s third
was expertly taken by
Yamal, as Olmo’s cross
was falling behind him
he produced an eye-
catching sideways scis
sor-kick to wrap up the
victory. A huge down-
pour hit the stadium,
sending fans scurrying
as there is no roof added

time.Barca came out with
renewed energy for the
second half and soon
took the lead.

After Yamal and
Raphinha pressed well
in the box the ball broke
loose to Olmo, who
steered home.Oviedo
gave away a poor sec-
ond goal after 57 min-
utes, with Raphinha run-

on to an
undercooked back-pass

Gonzalez watched on
from the stands with an
unimpressed expres-
sion.
Oviedo looked to
attack on the counter
and Haissem Hassan
drew a save from Joan
Garcia from long
distance.At the other
end Aaron Escandell
made a fine stop at his
near post to thwart
Raphinha before half-

Kane double fires Bayern into
Champions LeagSabalenka, Alcaraz
ease into Australian Open quarters

NEWS DESK:Aryna
Sabalenka extended her
reign as tiebreak queen
to reach the Australian
Open quarter-finals for a
fourth successive year
and Carlos Alcaraz
joined her as Daniil
Medvedev’s campaign
ended on Sunday.

Third seed Coco
Gauff advanced to her
third quarter-finals in a
row with a pulsating 6-
1, 3-6, 6-3 victory over
crafty Czech Karolina
Muchova in a late-after-
noon contest at Marga-
ret Court Arena, while
Alexander Zverev and
Alex de Minaur eased
through.

But three-times fi-
nalist Medvedev was
handed another harsh
lesson by his new nem-
esis Learner Tien, the
Russian going down 6-
4, 6-0, 6-3 to the Ameri-
can again at Melbourne
Park.

“He played great,
super-aggressive. Even
when I was making good
shots, he was making a
better shot back,”
Medvedev said. “I
didn’t find many solu-
tions today on the court,
which is rare, and
didn’t feel that many
times inmy life like this.”

Tien progressed
despite a nosebleed in
the first set that required
lengthy treatment. He
later said his nose was
Jjustdry.

“Every year since
I've been coming here,
the crowd support has
been amazing,” sai
Tien, the youngest
men’s quarter-finalist at

Melbourne Park since Wlmbledon 20()5 and
Nick Kyrgios in 2015.

BOURN
Russia Dan
Medvedev in action dur-
ing the Australian Open
match against Learner
Tien of the US at
Melbourne Park on Sun-
day.—ReutersTwice
champion and favourite
Sabalenka was first out
on a glorious morning,
seeing off Canadian 19-
year-old Victoria Mboko
6-1,7-6(7/1) in a match
of two halves.

The Belarusian was
at her best as she
crushed the teenina31-
minute opening set and
raced toa4-1 lead in the
second before Mboko
produced a thrilling
fightback.

Breaking Sabalenka
twice on the way toa 6~
5 lead, Mboko then hit a
brick wall as the
Belarusian raised her
game to notch a 20th
successive tiebreak win

facing arguably h
toughest test during this
tournament against 19th
seed Tommy Paul, a
semi-finalistin 2023.
Alcarazappeared in
cruise control ina 7-6(8/
6).64,75

PUSHED HARD
Belarusian
Sabalenka heaped
praise on her young op-
ponent.

“It’s incredible to
see these kids coming
up on the tour,” said the
world number one, who
has reached 13 succes-
sive Grand Slam quarter-
finals.”

Having taken down
one young gun,
Sabalenka gets a shot at
another in the quarter-
finals against 18-year-
old American Iva Jovic,
who thrashed Kazakh
veteran Yulia Putintseva
6-0, 6-1 at John Cain
Arena.The men’s tour-
nament has seen few
surprises of the magni-
tude of Mboko and
Jovic, with the final 16
shut out by seeded play-
ers for the first time at
any Grand Slam in the
professional era,

Top seed Alcaraz
did his bit in preserving
the status quo despite  Wimbledon.

-5 winunder the
afternoon sun at Rod
Laver Arena.

The Spaniard has in
the past struggled with

consistency in his serv-
ing technique.

He is now sporting
a new-look serve that
has become a handy
weapon — and been
compared to Djokovic’s

" had a Djokovic
message saying, ‘you
have to pay me’,” he said
in his on-court interview.

Once a stubborn
matchup for Alcaraz,
Paul has now lost on
three Grand Slam sur-
faces to the Spaniard fol-
lowing last year’s quar-
ter-final thrashing at the
French Open and his
2024 defeat  at

at Grand Slams, eclips-
ing Novak Djokovic’s
record of 19 between

Yamal stars as Barca beat Oviedo

Rosenior praises 'special
talent' Estevao

NEWS DESK:Chelsea
‘manager Liam Rosenior
hailed the performance
of 18-year-old Estevao,
who scored their first
goal and set up another
for Joao Pedro in
Sunday's 3-1 Premier
Leagué win at Crystal
Palace.

Estevao scored his
first goal since Novem-
ber in the 34th minute,
running from his own
half to seize a back pass
from Jaydee Canvot. The
Brazilian then provided
the assist for compatriot
Pedro to put Chelsea 2-0
up early in the second

yet, and those who re-
mained saw Escandell

obert
Lewandowski a poten-
tial fourth with a fine
save.

Earlier on Sunday,
Atletico Madrid cruised
toa 3-0 victory over rel-
egauon threatened
Mallorc with
Alexander Sorloth, an
own goal by David
Lopezand a sirike from
substitute  Thiago
‘Almada ensuring Diego
Simeonc’s side leap-
frogged Villarreal into
third place in the
standings.Atletico
moved on to 44 points,
three ahead of Villarreal.

On Saturday, Kylian
Mbappe netted twice to
carn Real Madrid a 2-0
winat Villarreal.

La Liga’s top scorer
Mbappe reached 21
goals for the season in
the competition to help
Real see off a spirited
Villarreal side, who are
now fourth.

Arbeloa’s side have
won three consecutive
matches across all com-
petitions and victory at
Villarreal could be a vital
step in the revival of
their season.

Chelsea have now
won four of their five
‘matches under Rosenior,
and the visiting fans cel-
ebrated the new
‘manager's effort by sing-
ing his name after
Sunday’s win.

Rosenior said he
knew he needed to earn
the fans' respect, and
his focus remained on
Wednesday's trip to
Napoli and the battle to
remain in the Champi-
ons League's top eight
for a direct qualification
for the round of 16.

"This team played
great football before
me.... it's not about it be-
ing my team, a Liam
Rosenior team.

straight win in all com-
petitions, with Enzo
Fernandez scoring their
third goal from the pen-

alty spot in the 64th
minute.

But the manager
warned that the Chelsea
defence needed time to
improve after 10-man
Palace struck late on
through Chris Richards.

"It's a game of mis-
takes. It's going to take
time... our understand-
ing of the build will im-
prove with the repetition
but like I'say, we want to
improve but we want to
win now and then that
has to be the focus on
Wednesday," Rosenior
said.

“"He's a player with
special abilities, special
talent," Rosenior said
about Estevao.

"What makes me so
happy is all 11 men are
back behind the ball.
That's why he gets the
space... I thought it was
a top team performance
away from home."

Rosenior, who took
charge earlier this
month, said Chelsea
passed "a huge test" as
they earned their third
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Trump admlnlstratlon defends aneapolls killing, disputes video

NEWS DESK:Officials
in US President Donald
Trump's administration
defended on Sunday the
fatal shooting of a US
citizen by immigration
agents in Minneapolis,
even as video evidence
contradicted their ver-
sion of events and as
tensions grew between
local law enforcement
and federal officers.

As residents visited
a makeshift shrine of
flowers and candles in
frigid temperatures and
snow to mark Saturday's
fatal shooting of Alex
Pretti, Trump administra-
tion officials stated that
Pretti assaulted officers,
compelling them to fire in
self-defense. That ac-
count was at odds with
videos recorded by by-
standers.

Pretti is the second
American to be fatally
shot by federal immigra-
tion officers this month
in Minneapolis, where
Trump, a Republican,
has deployed thou-
sands of armed and
masked agents in a de-
portation effort with
little precedent.

Minnesota Gover-
nor Tim Walz, a Demo-

crat, again called on
Trump to pull federal
agents out of the state,
which has asked a fed-
eral judge to restrain
what it says are uncon-
stitutional excesses in
Trump's surge.

"The victims are

Border Patrol agent
Gregory Bovino, a senior
Border Patrol official,
told CNN's "State of the
Union" program. That
official line, echoed by g
Homeland Security Sec-
retary Kristi Noem and
other members of the

administration, drew
outrage from local Demo-
cratic leaders and law
enforcement and Demo-
crntc in the US Con-

ess, who pointed to
lhc bystander videos
that show all Pretti had
in his hands was a

cellphone before agents
grappled him to the
ground and ultimately
shot him at close range.

Federal agents over
the past few weeks have
been met by countless
angry residents protest-
ing in the city's icy

streets, some of them
blowing whistles.
Thousands  of
people again filled the
streets of Minneapolis
on Sunday to protest
against the surge in US
Immigration and Cus-
toms  Enforcement

agents, chanting and
waving signs saying:
"ICE OUT!"

Holding a phone,
not gun

Videos o
Saturdays killing verified
by Reuters show Pretti,
37, holding a phone in
his hand, not a gun, as
he tries to help other
protesters who had been
pushed to the ground by
agents.

Pretti can be seen
filming while a federal
agent pushes away one
woman and shoves an-
other woman to the
ground. Pretti moves be-
tween the agent and the
women, then raises his
leftarm to shield himself
as the agent pepper-
sprays him.

Several agents then
take hold of Pretti, who
struggles with them, and
force him onto his hands
and knees. As the agents
pin Pretti down, some-
one shouts what sounds
like a warning about a
gun.

Video footage then
appears to show one of
the agents removing a
handgun from Pretti's
waistband area and step-
ping away from the

group with it. Moments
later, an officer points
his gun at Pretti's back
and fires four shots in
quick succession. More

f shots are heard as an-

other agent appears to
fireat Pretti.

Darius Reeves, the
former head of ICE's
field office in Baltimore,
told Reuters that federal
agents' apparent lack of
communication was
troubling. "It's clear no
one is communicating to
‘me, based on my obser-
vation of how that team
responded,” Reeves
said.

Minnesota officials
say Pretti had a valid
state permit to carry a
concealed gun in pub-
lic, which the US Su-
preme Court ruled was a
constitutional right in

2022,

"Videos speak for
themselves'

Brian OHara, the
Minneapolis police
chicf, told the CBS
"Face the Nation" pro-
gram that "the videos
speak for themselves,”
calling the Trump
administration's version
of events deeply dis-
turbing.

Israel agrees to reopen Rafah crossing
only for Gaza pedestrians

NEWS DESK:Israel said
on Monday it would
only allow pedestrians to
travel through the Rafah
crossing between Gaza
and Egypt as part of its
“limited reopening’ once
it has recovered the re-
‘mains of the last captive
in the Palestinian terri-
tory.

‘Reopening Rafah, a
vital entry point for aid
into Gaza, forms part of
a truce framework an-
nounced by US Presi-
dent Donaid Trump in
October, but the cross-
ing has remained closed
since Isracli forces took
control of it during the
conflict in the besieged
Palestinian territory.

Visiting US envoys
had reportedly pressed
Tsraeli officials to reopen
the crossing during talks
in Jerusalem over the
weekend.

World leaders and
aid agencies have re-
peatedly p for
more humanilarian con-
voys to be able to access
Gaza, which has been left
devastated by more than
two years of bombard-
meni and depends on
the inflow of essential
‘medical equipment, food
and other supplies.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s office
said on Monday that Is-
racl had agreed to a re-
opening “for pedestrian
passage only, subject to
a full Israeli inspection
mechanism”.

The move would
depend on “the return of
all living hostages and a
100 per cent effort by
Hamas to locate and re-
turn all deceased hos-

tages”, it said on X.

It remained unclear
whether the reopening
would allow medical pa-
tients to leave Gaza for
treatment in Egypt or
other countries.

The Isracli military
said it was searching a
cemetery in the Gaza
Strip on Sunday for the
remains of the last cap-
tive, Ran Gvili.

“Upon completion
of this operation, and in
accordance with what
has been agreed upon
with the US, Israel will
open the Rafah Cross-
ing,” said Netanyahu’s
office.

The announcement
came after Gaza’s newly

crossing would open “in
both directions™ this
week,

“For Palestinians in
Gaza, Rafah is more than
agaté, itis a lifeline and
a symbol of opportu-

nity,” Shaath said at the
World Economic Forum
in Davos on Thursday.

Israeli media had
alsoreported that US en-
voys Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner had
urged Netanyahu to re-
open Rafah during their
Jerusalem talks.

Before the conflict
erupted in October 2023,
Rafah had been the only
gateway connecting
Gazans to the outside
world and enabling in-
ternational humanitarian
aid to enter the territory,
home to million
people living under Is-
raeli blockade.

Last captive

A spokesman for
Hamas’s Ezzedine Al-
Qassam Brigades, Abu
Obeida, said on Sunday

that the group had “pro-
vided mediators with all
the details and informa-

tion in our possession
regarding the location
of the captive’s body”,

referring to Gvili.
Obeida added that
“the enemy (Israel) is
currently searching one
the sites based on in-
formation transmitted by
the Al-Qassam Bri-
gades”.
Except for Gvili, all
of the 251 people taken
captive have been re-
turned, whether living or
dead.A non-commis-
sioned officer in the Is-

killed in action on the
day of the attack and his
body was taken to Gaza,

The first phase of
the US-backed ceasefire
deal had stipulated that
Hamas hand over all the
captives in Gaza.

Gili’s familyhas ex-
pressed strong opposi-
tion to launching the
second phase of the
plan, which includes re-
opening Rafah, before
they have received his
remains.

Ferry sinking kills 18, leaves 24 missing

NEWS DESK:A ferry
with more than 350
people onboard sank
carly Monday in choppy
seas off the southern
Philippines, killing at
least 18 and leaving 24
still missing, the coast
guard said.

The MV Trisha
Kerstin 3 issued a dis-
tress signal around
1:50am (10:30pm PKT
Sunday), a bit over four
hours after it departed
the Port of Zamboanga
City on the southwest-
ern'tip of Mindanao, the
coast guard said in a
statement.

Video released by
the governor of Basilan
province showed bare-
foot survivors being
wrapped in blankets and
placed on gurneys, while
victims of the sinking
were carried past in body
bags.The triple-decker
vessel went down on
nearly the same route
where 31 people died in
2023 after a fire aboard
the Lady Mary Joy 3
ferry. Both ships were
owned by locally based
Aleson Shipping Lines.

At least 317 people
have so far been res-
cued, according to the
most recent tally by the

in south Philippines
! =4

Philippine Coast Guard,
with 18 confirmed dead
and 24 still unaccounted
for amid an ongoing
search-and-rescue op-
eration.

Sheryl Balondo, a
rescuer in Isabela City,
one of two municipali-
ties where survivors
were being taken, said
their office had received
more than 100 phone
calls from concerned
fam i | y
members.“There’s a tug
in our hearts whenever

we pick upa call. Their
voices sounded wor-
ried,” she said.

“What we can only
say is that, as of now,
we don’t have the final
list (of names), because
the search and retrieval
operation is ongoing.

*The 44-metre ferry
went down about five
kilometres east of Baluk-
Baluk Island, part of the
Basilan province chain
of islands off the
Zamboanga peninsula,

“Based on the ac-

count of some survi-
vors, the waters in the
area were rough at the
time,” Philippine Coast
Guard spokeswoman
Noemie Cayabyab said
in atelevised interview.

Short-staffed
rescuersBacllan emer-
gen responder
Ronalyn Pereztold AFP
that rescuers were strug-
gling to handle the influx
of survivors.

“The challenge re-
ally is the number of p
tients that are coming in.

US storm leaves 850k without power

NEWS DESK:More
than 850,000 customers.
in the US, as far west as
New Mexico, were with-
out electricity and over
10,000 flights were can-
celled on Sunday during
a monster wintér storm
that paralysed eastern
and southern states with
heavy snow and ice.

As snow, freezing
rain and dangerously
frigid temperatures
swept into the eastern
two-thirds of the nation
on Sunday, the number
of power outages con-
tinued to rise.

As of 10:47am EST
(8:47pm PKT) on Sun-

. | day, more than 850,000

US customers were with-
out electricity, accord-
ing to PowerOutage.
us, with at least
290,000 in Tennessee
nd 100,000 each in
Mississippi, Texas and
Louisiana. Other states
affected included Ken-
tucky, Georgia, Virginia
and Alabama.
More than 10,200
US flights scheduled for
Sunday were cancelled,
according to flight track”
website

]
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Over 4,000 flights
were cancelled on Satur-

ay.
Washington, DC's

Ronald Reagan National
Airport said airlines had
cancelled all flights at
the airport on Sunday.
Delta Air Lines on
Sunday said that it in-
tended to operate on a
reduced schedule "sub-
ject to real-time frozen
Pprecipitation and after-
noon storm conditions."
The airline had ad-
justed its schedule on
Saturday, with addi-
tional cancellations in
the morning for Atlanta
and along the East
Coast, including in Bos-
ton and New York City,
and said it would move
experts from cold-
weather hubs to support

de-icing and baggage
teams at several south-
ern airports.
The
Weather Service's latest

National

forecast for Sunday
through Monday morn-
ing calls for heavy snow
from the Ohio Valley to
the Northeast, including
up to 18 inches in New
England. Much of the
Southeast and parts of
the Mid-Atlantic are ex-
pected to get rain and
freezing rain.
Forecasters pre-
dicted "bitterly cold tem-
peratures and danger-
ously cold wind chills"
from the southern plains
to the Northeast in the

‘wake of the storm, bring-
ing "prolonged hazard-
ous travel and infra-
structur
impacts."Federal, Smtc
govts declare
emergenciesCalling the
storms "historic," Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Saturday approved fed-
eral emérgency disaster
declarations in South
Carolina, Virginia, Ten-
nessee, Georgia, North
Carolina, Maryldnd Ar-
kansas, Kentucky, Lo
siana, Miss sippi, Indi-
ana, and West Vlrgmla
"We will continue
to monitor and stay in
touch with all States in
the path of this storm.

Judge blocks Trump’s push to end legal
status of migrants

NEWS DESK:A federal
judge has blocked the
Trump administration’s
push to terminate the le-
gal status of more than
8,400 family members of
US citizens and green
card holders who moved
to the United States from
seven Latin American
countries.
Boston-based US

seven countries, letting
them live in the US while
they waited for their im-
migrant visas to become
available.

The Homeland Se-
curity Department said
on Dec 12 it was ending
the programmes on the
grounds that they were
inconsistent  with
Trump’s i

District Judge Indira
Talwani issued a prelimi-
nary injunction late on
Saturday that prevents
the Department of Home-
land Security from end-
ing the humanitarian pa-
role granted to thou-
sands of people from
Cuba, Haiti, Colombia,
Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatemala and
Honduras.They had
been allowed to move to
the United States under
family reunification pa-
role programmes that
were created  or
modernised by Demo-
cratic President Joe
Biden’s administration.

Since Republican
President  Donald
Trump  succeeded
Biden, his administration
has ramped up immigra-
tion enforcement with
$170 billion budgeted for
immigration agencies
through September 2029,
ahistoric sum.

‘Washington prepar-
ing to deport Iranians
despite unrest, killings,
says NGO

Under the family re-
unification programmes,
US citizens or lawful per-
manent residents, also
known as green card
holders, could apply to
serve as sponsors for
family members in those

forcement priorities and
were abused to allow
“poorly vetted aliens to
circumvent the tradi-
tional parole process.
The termination was
originally set to take ef-
fect January 14,

Talwani i ;ucdalcmpo—
rary restraining order
blocking it for 14 days
while she considered
whether  to  issue
Saturday’s longer-term
injunction. Talwani said
the department, led by
Homeland Security Sec-
retary Kristi Noem, had
provided no support for
its fraud concerns or
considered whether indi-
viduals could feasibly

return to their home
countries, where many
had sold homes or left
jobs.“The Secretary
could not provide a rea-
soned explanation of the
agency’s change in
policy without acknowl-
edging these interests,”
wrote Talwani, who was
appointed by Demo-
cratic President Barack
Obama.

“Accordingly, fail-
ure to do so was arbi-
trary and capricious.”
The department did not
respond to a request for
comment. The ruling
came in a class action
lawsuit pursued by immi-
grant rights advocates
challenging the
administration’s broader
rollback of temporary
parole granted to hun-
dreds of thousands of
migrants. Talwani earlier
in that case blocked the
administration from end-
ing grants of parole to
about 430,000 Cubans,
Haitians, Nicaraguans
and Venezuelans, but

the Supreme Court lifted
her order, which an ap-
peals court later over-
turned.

Deportation  of

TraniansThe Trump ad-

patriate Iranian migrants
from the United States
despite their home coun-
trystill reeling from mas-
sive protests during
which thousands were
killed, according to an
Iranian-American NGO.

The deportation
flights would be the first
to Iran since the begin-
ning of the mass upris-
ings in the country,
which peaked in carly
January before being
violently repressed.

U President
Donald Trump has re-
peatedly threatened to
launch military strikes
on Iran in response to
the crackdown, but has
since appeared to walk
back those threats after
he said Tehran sus-
pended planned execu-
tions.




