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Field Marshal Asim Munir Briefed on Balochistan
Security, Vows Zero Tolerance for Terrorism

Mobile internet
remains suspended

in parts of
Balochistan

NEWS DESK:

Mobile internet remains sus-
pended in parts of Balochistan for
the fifth consecutive day, with
provincial authorities also halting
train services in the province in
the wake of last week’s coordi-
nated terrorist attacks across the
province.

“Keeping in mind the wors-
ening law and order situation in
the province, mobile internet has
been shut down,” said Additional
Chief Secretary Hamza Shafqaat
while speaking to Dawn about the
situation in Quetta.However, he
added, “Now that the situation is
returning to normal, it has been
decided to restore mobile internet
service from tomorrow at 12am
midnight.”Meanwhile, mobile
data services reportedly remained
suspended in Nushki and Sibi, as
well as in Mastung where services
were briefly restored.

Mobile data has been inac-
cessible for those in Kalat,
Khuzdar, Awaran, Panjgur and
Turbat for varying periods due
to prior security concerns.

Separately, a spokesperson
for Pakistan Railways’ Quetta di-
vision, Muhammad Kashif.

Balochistan Grand Alliance Calls Off Protests, Government
Orders Release of Employees

Syed Ali Shah:

An all-parties representative del-
egation on Tuesday announced
the suspension of protests
across Balochistan following
constructive talks with a gov-
ernment committee.
        The decision was taken as
a goodwill gesture in view of
the prevailing situation in the
province, while the Balochistan
government agreed to release all
employees arrested during the
demonstrations.

The breakthrough came
during a meeting between gov-
ernment representatives and
leaders from several political
parties, including the Awami
National Party (ANP), National
Party, Pakhtunkhwa National
Awami Party (PkNAP), Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
and other stakeholders.

The all-parties delegation
was led by ANP provincial
president Asghar Khan Achakzai
and included National Party
central vice president Dr Ishaq
Baloch, PkNAP provincial presi-
dent Nasrullah Khan Ziaray,

Four more years for
Imran's attacker in

illegal arms case

NEWS DESK:

A court in Wazirabad has
awarded an additional four-
year sentence to Muhammad
Naveed, already serving two
life terms for the attack on Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder and former premier
Imran Khan, in a case of ille-
gal possession of arms.

Judicial Magistrate Fazl
Elahi declared the convict
guilty under the Punjab Arms
(Amended) Ordinance 2015.

After reviewing the evi-
dence in Case/FIR No 742/
2022, the magistrate sentenced
Naveed to four years of simple
imprisonment along with a fine
of Rs40,000.

The court has directed that
the sentence run concurrently
with any other sentences the
convict is serving.

According to a warrant is-
sued by the court on February
2, the Superintendent of Cen-
tral Jail Gujranwala, has been
authorised to take Naveed into
custody to implement the four-
year sentence.

The sentence relates to an
incident on November 3, 2022,
when Naveed attempted to as-
sassinate Imran during PTI's
long march in Wazirabad by
opening fire on the rally.

The former premier was
shot in the shin and left injured.
Senator Faisal Javed and sev-
eral others were also injured
while one party worker was
killed.

Following the attack,
Imran accused the then Paki-
stan Democratic Movement
government and certain offi-
cials of involvement in the in-
cident.

Police arrested Naveed at
the scene. The FIR was for-
mally registered at City Police
Station on November 7, and a
joint investigation team was
formed under the Anti-Terror-
ism Act (ATA) of 1997.

In April 2025, Anti-Terror-
ism Court Judge Muhammad
Naeem Saleem sentenced
Naveed to two life terms un-
der Pakistan Penal Code Sec-
tion 302(b), which pertains to
premeditated murder and ATA
Section 7(a), which pertains to
acts of terrorism.

Two co-accused, Tayyab
Jahangir Butt and Waqas, were
acquitted after being granted
the benefit of doubt.

PTI leader Salam Agha, HDP’s
Ismat Yari, ANP leader
Sanaullah Kakar, National
Party’s Mir Inayat Buzdar, em-
ployees’ representative Ismail

Kasi, and NDM leader Inayat
Shah.

On behalf of the
Balochistan government, mem-
bers of the authorized commit-

tee included Provincial Minis-
ter for Finance and Minerals Mir
Shoaib Nosherwani, Provincial
Education Minister Rahila
Hameed Durrani, Provincial

Minister Ali Madad Jatak, PPP
leader Syed Iqbal Shah, Princi-
pal Secretary to the Chief Min-
ister Imran Zarkoon, and Spe-
cial Secretary Finance Arif
Khan Achakzai.

During the talks, the all-par-
ties delegation formally an-
nounced the end of province-
wide protests, citing the need
for unity and stability in
Balochistan. In return, the gov-
ernment committed to releas-
ing all detained employees, a
move welcomed by political
leaders and employee represen-
tatives alike.

Both sides agreed to con-
tinue the dialogue, with a fol-
low-up meeting scheduled for
February 12.

The upcoming session will
bring together senior political
leaders and the government
committee to develop a clear
roadmap for addressing all out-
standing and long-standing is-
sues.

Observers see the develop-
ment as a significant step to-
ward restoring trust, reducing
tensions, and promoting politi-
cal consensus in Balochistan.

NEWS DESK:

Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, NI (M), HJ, COAS &
CDF, visited Quetta on
Wednesday, the military’s me-
dia wing said. Field Marshal
received a comprehensive op-
erational briefing on the pre-
vailing security environment
and internal security opera-

tions.
The briefing covered re-

cent terrorist attacks orches-
trated by Indian backed inter-
nationally-designated terrorists
of Fitna al Hindustan and the
prompt aggressive response of
security

forces which failed their
ulterior motive of compromis-
ing peace, stability, and devel-
opment in Balochistan.

Measures being under-
taken to further strengthen the
writ of the state and ensure
protection of the populace and
critical infrastructure were also
discussed.

The COAS & CDF re-
marked that no terrorist and its
facilitator will be spared and
all will be dealt strictly as per
law and that no one can
rationalise violence and terror-

ism on any pretext.
He appreciated the pro-

fessionalism, valour, and sac-
rifices of officers and troops
of all law

enforcement agencies in
thwarting nefarious anti-Paki-
stan designs and maintaining
law and order.

Later, Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir along with CM
Balochistan visited Combined

Military Hospital (CMH)
Quetta, where he met the in-
jured personal of Army, FC
Balochistan and Police.

He lauded their high mo-
rale and commended their
bravery and steadfastness in
protecting the motherland from
foreign-sponsored terrorists.

Earlier on his arrival he
was received by Commander
Quetta Corps.
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Multivariate Aspects of Climate
Change in Pakistan

Balochistan’s Climate Fund – A
 Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Editorial:
Balochistan has

taken a historic and
timely step by establish-
ing its first-ever Climate
Fund, a move that sig-
nals the province’s rec-
ognition of the existen-
tial threat posed by glo-
bal warming and climate
change. In his recent
meeting with British
High Commissioner Jane
Marriott, Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti rightly
underscored the ur-
gency of mobilizing re-
sources to safeguard
communities from natu-
ral calamities that are
growing in frequency
and intensity.

Floods In Bunair
The tragic flash

floods in the Bunair area
of Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa this
month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone —
prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat
of desertification. Each
disaster further strains
an already fragile infra-
structure, displaces

communities, and deep-
ens poverty.

Stop Deforestation
The Climate Fund,

if implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-
lions.

 It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community
resil ience projects.
Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved
resources — like the Rs.
14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-
penditures — are being
invested in protecting
lives and livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be

Fought Alone
However, climate

change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partner-
ships with international
all ies,  such as the
United Kingdom, are
essential in bringing
technical expertise, in-
novative solutions, and
funding support. Train-
ing local institutions,
particularly in areas like
disaster management

Artificial Intelligence Just Taking Baby Steps

pendant on water flow
from the Indus river.

Glacial flood out-
burst also poses a se-
rious threat to the
country’s climate in
the Karakorum range.
The sole aim was
reaching and under-
standing the possible
nodes of surge-type
glaciers, which are
characterized by un-
steady movements
and frequent frontal

advances of glaciers.
As result, it causes
natural hazards by ob-
structing river chan-
nels, forming ice-
dammed lakes, which
will ultimately cause
GLOFs and pose
threats downstream of
the water. After
meaningful analysis, it
revealed that a surge
between 1998 and
2002 generated 6

tify the future threats
of climate change in
the center of freshwa-
ter. The lake flooding
displaced more than
6,000 people from up-
stream villages and in-
undated over 19 kilo-
meters of the
Karakorum Highway.

Recently, global
warming and subse-
quent climate change
have increased the
constant state of fear

and the risk of missive
outburst flooding in the
respective mountain-
ous region. The com-
prehensive field evi-
dence, local testimo-
nies by the natives,
modern applications of
remote sensing, and
cross-correlation fea-
ture-tracking tech-
niques provides the
improved understand-
ing of glacier surges
and ice-dam formation
disclosed the scale fu-

hand, 36 glaciers build
ice barriers in the run-
ning rivers due to fron-
tal advance, near to
the densely populated
areas of the
Karakorum region.
By constant observa-
tion of the prevailing
and growing threat of
climate change, it is
airing the endless fu-
ture threat only due to
the GLOFs. For in-
stance, the Indus

River System (IRS) is
the jugular vein of ir-
rigation in Pakistan. It
is providing water for
almost 90% of the
food product in Paki-
stan.

 The ice-dam for-
mation due to the
GLOFs will slow
down the water flow-
ing pace downstream.
And could raise a
deep impasse among
the units for water dis-
tribution formula. In
the end,  it will ulti-
mately surface the
challenge of food in-
security in Pakistan.
The Karakorum
Range, more impor-
tantly, is the home of
the anticipating One
Belt One Road Initia-
tive (OBOR) by giv-

ing with a potential cor-
ridor through the
Karakorum Highway
from Khunjerab to the
seaport at Gawadar in
Balochistan (CPEC)
on the Indian Ocean.
Therefore, the smooth
running of the traffic
on the roads is the
keynote for progres-
sive economic devel-
opment. While the ice
barriers in rivers due
to frontal advance

could inundate the
blacktops of the
Karakorum Highway.
The dislocation and
dissolution of roads
will give birth to never-
ending challenges due
to the factor of
GLOFs. In the same
run, these lakes and
GLOFs attracted me-
dia, political, and sci-
entific attention be-
cause of the repeated
outburst of floods. So,
it needs the heart
blood as well as col-
lective effective ef-
forts to bring down the
scale of the future
threat without causing
infinite miseries. The
writer is a Public
Policy Analyst and
Lecturer at BUET,
Khuzdar.

Syed Mansoor
Ahmed

Climate change
steams unbeatable
challenges in the fu-
ture. According to the
World Bank report,
Pakistan stands 6th in
affectee of climate
change. The awful
and deadly floods of
2010, and 2011, ex-
tremely dry weather in
a rainy area, and fluc-
tuation in actual cli-

Climate
Change and
Agriculture
in Pakistan

Damages by
Climate
Change:

mate pattern is alarm-
ing and despairing
signs among all the
dwellers of the town.

In addition, Paki-
stan is a semi-arid
country. The focal and
dependent source of
water is from the
snow-covered Hima-
layan and the
Karakorum in the
Northern Areas.
Indus, Jhelum,
Chenab, Ravi, and the
Sutlej rivers flow
through this area.
Within the water cal-
culus, the country’s
entire agriculture is de-

Glaciers in
Pakistan:

GLOFs.
Meanwhile, rigor-

ous critical exploration
of the Attabad Lake
of Hunza Valley in
Gilgit-Baltistan is the
distinctive event to jus-

ture threat.
It is also noted,

historically, in the
Karakorum Range 39
glaciers are respon-
sible for ice-dam for-
mation. On the other

and environmental gov-
ernance, should be a top
priority.

The provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
healthcare is commend-
able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought.

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective moni-
toring,  independent
oversight, and commu-
nity involvement will be
key to making it a suc-
cess.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minis-
ter must now take all
possible steps to trans-
late the promise of the
Climate Fund into tan-
gible protections for the
people of Balochistan.

for the balance of
power. Hence, like
nuclear weapons, AI
will further worsen se-
curity dilemmas if used
for the purpose of war.

AI is a Major
Threat to Human Cre-
ativity

Creativity is a
unique characteristic of
human beings due to
which they bring devel-
opment, prosperity,
modernization, and
easiness in their lives.
But man-made intelli-
gence is growing so

rapidly that it has posed
a grave threat to the
creativity of God’s hu-
mankind. With only a
few clicks and in some
seconds, an AI pro-
gram can write a book,
a novel, a poem, an as-
signment and an article.
Furthermore, it  can
sing a song, draw a
painting, solve a prob-
lem, and make a predic-
tion. On the other side,
it takes much effort and
time for a human to do

all these tasks. Due to
the lazy and comfort-
seeking nature of hu-
man beings, now they
mostly rely on AI to
perform these tasks.
With the passage of
time AI is learning more
skills and human’s reli-
ance on AI is further in-
creasing. This increase
in reliance on AI will
cause the death of cre-
ativity in humans.

AI and Job Market
“ AI is coming to

take your job”, this
news was seen on

many news platforms
when ChatGPT was
launched in Nov 2022.
As stated earlier, AI is
efficient and less time-
consuming in perform-
ing a task. Therefore,
it has made millions of
people jobless in almost
every field, whether
they are hotel waiters,
drivers, journalists,
software engineers and
content writers etc. AI-
driven cars neither
cross the speed limit

nor have sleep prob-
lems, consequently,
companies are manu-
facturing AI-driven
cars to avoid road ac-
cidents. Journalists and
content writers de-
mand huge salaries for
their work, while,
ChatGPT is a free AI
app that can do the
same tasks freely and
quickly. More interest-
ingly, AI will replace its
o w n
foun ders( Soft ware
Engineers) who devel-
oped AI, as AI can write

code and find errors in
it. To sum up, AI has
much potential to re-
place the human
workforce.

Positive Impacts
of AI

Along with nega-
tive impacts, AI can
also be advantageous
for humans if used for
welfare purposes. In
the following para-
graphs, some advan-
tages of AI are de-
scribed if AI is used

positively.
AI can Revolution-

ize the Medical Field AI
along with synthetic
biology can transform
the world shaped until
now. AI and synthetic
biology can eradicate
debilitating diseases,
and find treatments for
pandemics, thus pro-
viding health benefits.
AI has also made a lot
of achievements in the
field of surgery. Last
year, an AI robot per-
formed a successful
egg surgery in which

the inner layer of an egg
was stitched. Addition-
ally, an AI Chatbot can
also prescribe medi-
cines and treatment for
a disease based on the
provided symptoms. In
the coming years, AI
will further advance it-
self in the medical field
and people will take nu-
merous benefits from
it.

Prediction Based
on Provided Data

Humans remain

needs. To sum up,
equipping agriculture
with AI systems will
boost agricultural pro-
duction and prevent
heavy water losses.

Recommendations
for the Pakistani Gov-
ernment

The world has en-
tered into the race of AI
development. Fortu-
nately, Pakistan has a
huge human resource,
but making them skil-
ful in the field of AI is
a hard task to do. All
provincial govern-
ments should include
AI in the school cur-
riculum.

There should be an
AI portal for students,
from where they can
get updates about AI
developments around
the globe and jobs an-
nounced by the gov-
ernment. Furthermore,
universities must be di-
rected to increase prac-
tical work in AI rather
than theoretical.

Conclusion
In conclusion, AI

nevertheless advanta-
geous, poses a grave
threat to human civili-
zation. If AI is left un-
checked, it can spread
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n
through deep fakes,
worsen the status quo
of security dilemmas,
cause the death of hu-
man creativity, and take
jobs. So, all countries
should sit on a single
platform and form
laws to control the de-
velopment and intro-
duction of AI tools in
public space. In addi-
tion, AI companies
should include a water-
mark to the content
generated through AI
to cope with misinfor-
mation. In the end, AI
will be more hazardous
if it gets consciousness
and moves physically
freely without being
dependant on humans.

Syed Muhammad
Qaseem:

A r t i f i c i a l
Intelligence(AI) is the
simulation of human in-
telligence in computer
systems. In simple
words, AI enables ma-
chines to perform
tasks that require hu-
man intelligence. Those
tasks can be learning
from past experiences,
solving problems, and
making predictions
based on provided data.
Until now, AI has just
started taking baby
steps but it is growing
at a much rapid rate.

Every invention
had various positive
and negative impacts
on human civilization.
According to Google’s
CEO, Sundar Pichai
“AI will have a more
profound impact on
human beings than
fire, electricity, and the
internet”. This innova-
tion also has both posi-
tive and negative im-
pacts on human beings.
If it is left unchecked
it will have adverse im-
pacts on human cre-
ativity, the job market,
and the flow of infor-
mation. However, the
positive use of AI will
bring major advance-
ments in medical sci-
ence, education, agri-
culture, etc. In the fol-
lowing paragraphs, the
impacts of AI on hu-
mans are described.

Negative Impacts
of AI:

AI is a technologi-
cal tool and its use can
be both positive and
negative, although, it is
in the hands of human
beings on how to use
it. Following are some
negative impacts of AI
on humans.

Deep Fakes
Through Generative
AI:

In the age of infor-
mation technology,

misinformation is a
major issue. The intro-
duction of generative
AI into public space
has further worsened
the predicament of in-
formation flow.
Through generative
AI, deep fakes are gen-
erated. These deep
fakes are difficult to
judge, as original or
fake, for a person who
has no knowledge of
AI. The deep fakes can
be an image, a video,
or a voice note. Re-
cently, in Slovakia’s
2023 elections, a fake
voice of a party’s
leader and a journalist
was shared on social
media, in which they
were talking about pur-
chasing votes from the
poor population. This
voice badly reduced
the vote bank of that
party during elections.
Another example of
the deep fakes that cre-
ated uncertainty was
pictures of the former
US president, Donald
Trump’s arrest, which
provoked his
supporter’s senti-
ments against the state.
Therefore, if the use of
generative AI is left un-
checked, bad actors in
society will use it for
their own purposes
and spread wrong in-
formation.

AI’s use in War
Using AI for the

purpose of AI will have
ferocious results. Be-
cause AI unlike hu-
mans has no fear,
doesn’t commit mis-
takes, doesn’t get tired,
and has no mercy. So,
it can fight much bet-
ter than a soldier. Thus,
Countries are trying to
develop AI fighters,
robots, and drones for
the maximization of
power. This will at-
tract the attention of
their rival countries to
build AI war machines

curious to predict
things or the outcome
of events. If data is fed
to an AI, it can find
patterns in that data,
and based on those pat-
terns it can give pre-
dictions. For example:
AI can predict election
results, market demand
for a product, predict
weather etc. In the US
2020 presidential elec-
tions, an AI model was
trained to predict the
outcome of elections.
Tweets and Facebook
posts were fed to the
model from which AI
separated positive and
negative sentiments
about former US
President Trump and
current US President
Joe Biden. Based on the
high number of posi-
tive sentiments, the AI
model predicted that
Trump would win the
elections, and he won.
So, humans can take
advantage of this fea-
ture of AI and can reap
its benefits.

Boosting Agricul-
ture Through AI

Pakistan is an ag-
riculture-based coun-
try, and enhancing the
agriculture sector will
boost the country’s
economic perfor-
mance. AI can increase
agricultural production
by predicting the best
time to cultivate and
harvest a crop. It is
also capable of identi-
fying soil conditions,
plant diseases, weather
forecasts, and when
plants need to be irri-
gated. Moreover, AI
can analyze the
market’s supply and
demand chain. AI will
be efficient in saving
the loss of water dur-
ing irrigation. Sec-
ondly, it will provide a
suitable environment
for the plants to grow
through maintaining
soil fertility and water
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Human Rights Watch warns US heading
to ‘authoritarianism’

Thousands march in Caracas to demand release of Maduro after US-led capture
N E W S D E S K : T
housands of supporters
of Venezuela’s former
president,  Nicolas
Maduro,  marched
through Caracas to de-
mand his release, one
month after he was
ousted in a US military
operation and taken to
New York to face drug
charges, underscoring
the political challenges
facing interim leader
Delcy Rodriguez.

Thousands of back-
ers of Venezuela’s
former leader, Nicolas
Maduro,  who was
ousted in a deadly US
military operation,
marched in Caracas on
Tuesday to demand his
freedom.

“Venezuela needs
Nicolas,” chanted the
crowd, a month to the
day since he was spec-
tacularly toppled and
whisked away to stand
trial on drug charges in
New York.

Interim president
Delcy Rodriguez has
been walking a tightrope
since then – trying to
hold on to support from
Washington but also
from Maduro acolytes in
her government and the
Venezuelan people.

Several demonstra-
tors, many of them pub-
lic sector workers, held
photos of Maduro and
of his wife, Cilia Flores,
who was also seized in
the US raid.

The march, called
by the government,

stretched for several
hundred metres, accom-
panied by trucks blaring
music.

“These people are
not American,” said
Maduro’s son, Nicolas
“Nicolasito” Maduro
Guerra,  a deputy in

Israeli strikes kill 20 more in Gaza,
violating US-backed ceasefire again

Jaishankar, Rubio welcome India-US
trade deal amid scrutiny at home

NEWS DESK:India’s
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar held talks in
Washington, DC, with
US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio as New
Delhi faces mounting
domestic pressure to
publish full details of a
newly announced India-
US trade agreement.

According to a US
readout cited by Indian
media, the two sides
“welcomed the trade
deal” agreed by Donald
Trump and Narendra
Modi earlier this week,
and discussed steps to
formalise cooperation
on “critical minerals,”
which include materials
used in supply chains
for technologies such as
batteries and clean en-
ergy systems.

The meeting took
place ahead of a US-
hosted critical minerals
ministerial, with discus-
sions also covering
trade, energy, defence,
nuclear and the Indo-
Pacific, Jaishankar said
in a social media post.

According to the
meeting summary
shared by State Depart-
ment principal deputy
spokesperson Tommy
Pigott ,  Rubio and
Jaishankar “welcomed
the trade deal reached
between President
Trump and Prime Minis-
ter Modi."

The two leaders
discussed working to-
gether to “unlock new
economic opportunities
and advance our shared
energy security goals”,
and also “expressed
their commitment to ex-
panding bilateral and

multilateral cooperation
through the Quad," ac-
knowledging that "a
prosperous Indo-Pacific
region remains vital to
advancing our shared
interests”, according to
Pigott.

The trade deal
The broad outlines

announced so far sug-
gest the US will cut tar-
iffs on Indian goods to
18%, down from a higher
rate of 25%, while India
would lower barriers for
a range of American ex-
ports and increase pur-
chases of US goods, in-
cluding energy.

But opposition
leaders in India say the
government has not
published a full text,
timelines or an enforce-
ment mechanism, and
they want Parliament

Myanmar junta plans 'super-body' to tighten
grip on military, new government

N E W S D E S K :
Myanmar's junta will
form a new entity to
oversee both the mili-
tary and civilian admin-
istration, a move ex-
perts say will allow
paramount ruler Min
Aung Hlaing to become
president without loos-
ening his grip on the
armed forces.

Just days after the
completion of a final
phase of an election
that will see a parlia-
ment convene next
month and power
transferred to a nomi-
nally civilian govern-
ment, the junta an-
nounced its plans in
state media late on
Tuesday to create the
five-member Union
Consultative Council.

Its mandate is ex-
ceptionally broad,

granting it control over
every critical compo-
nent of national secu-
rity and the legislative
process, said Naing
Min Khant, programme
associate at the Insti-
tute for Strategy and
Policy - Myanmar
think-tank.

'Supreme author-
ity'

"The formation of
the Union Consultative
Council represents a
significant institutional
shift, likely to create a
'super-body' designed
to hold supreme au-
thority above the ex-
ecutive, legislative, and
judicial branches,"
Naing Min Khant said.

A spokesperson
for the junta did not
answer calls seeking
comment on the coun-
cil.

Min Aung Hlaing
took control of
Myanmar in a 2021
coup that ousted a ci-
vilian government led
by Nobel Peace Prize
winner Aung San Suu
Kyi and triggered wide-
spread protests that ex-
panded into a nation-
wide civil war.

More than 93,000
people have since been
killed in violence in
Myanmar, according to
the Armed Conflict Lo-
cation & Event Data
Project .S ixty-n ine-
year-old Hlaing has in-
dicated he intends to
hand over "state re-
sponsibilities" to the
next government. He is
widely expected to be-
come president.

The military-
backed Union Solidar-
ity and Development
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NEWS DESK:Human
Rights Watch (HRW)
warned on Wednesday
that President Donald
Trump was turning the
United States into an au-
thoritarian state as de-
mocracy declines glo-
bally to its lowest ebb in
four decades.

Trump’s return to
the White House has in-
tensified a “downward
spiral” on human rights
that was already under
pressure from Russia
and China,  the New
York-based advocacy
and research group said
in its annual report.

“The rules-based
international order is
being crushed,” HRW
said.

In the United
States, the group said,
Trump has shown “bla-
tant disregard for human
rights and egregious
violations.”

In descriptions that
would have been un-
thinkable in the US sec-
tion of its previous an-
nual reports, the group
pointed to the deploy-
ment of masked, armed
agents — the Immigra-
tion and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) agency
— which has carried out

“hundreds of unneces-
sarily violent and abu-
sive raids.”

“ T h e
administration’s racial
and ethnic
scapegoating, domestic
deployment of National
Guard forces in
pretextual power grabs,
repeated acts of retalia-
tion against perceived
political enemies and
former officials now criti-
cal of him, as well as at-
tempts to expand the
coercive powers of the
executive and neuter
democratic checks and
balances, underpin a de-
cided shift towards

authoritarianism in the
US,” the report said.

Human Rights
Watch repeated its find-
ing that the United
States engaged in en-
forced disappearances
— a crime under interna-
tional law — by sending
252 Venezuelan migrants
to a maximum-security
prison in El Salvador.

In a recent report,
HRW documented alle-
gations by the men, who
eventually were allowed
into Venezuela, of being
tortured, including beat-
ings and sexual vio-
lence.

‘Less free’

nowHuman Rights
Watch pointed to
metrics by which democ-
racy has declined to the
level of 1985 — when the
Soviet Union still ex-
isted.

“Russia and China
are less free today than
20 years ago. And so is
the United States,” it
said.

Philippe Bolopion,
the group’s executive di-
rector, called on coun-
tries to form alliances
based on respect for hu-
man rights and to stand
together — including
against the tariff-wield-
ing Trump.

Venezuela’s National
Assembly.

“We have achieved
a profound anti-imperial-
ist consciousness”.

Many protesters
waved Venezuelan flags
and were dressed in the
red colours of the ruling

“Chavista” movement
named after Maduro’s
socialist predecessor,
Hugo Chavez.

“We feel confused,
sad, and angry. There are
a lot of emotions,” said
Jose Perdomo, a 58-year-
old municipal employee

who also declared his
backing “for the deci-
sions taken by our in-
terim president, Delcy
Rodriguez”.

He added that
“sooner or later they will
have to free our presi-
dent”.

Rodriguez was a
staunch backer of
Maduro and served as
his vice president.

US President
Donald Trump has said
he is willing to work with
her as long as she toes
Washington’s line, par-

ticularly on granting ac-
cess to Venezuela’s vast
oil reserves.

Under pressure,
Rodriguez has started
freeing political prison-
ers and opened
Venezuela’s nationalised
hydrocarbons industry
to private investment.

The countries have
rekindled diplomatic re-
lations severed in 2019
after Maduro was ac-
cused of stealing his first
re-election, with Ameri-
can envoy Laura
Dogu’s arrival in Caracas
on Saturday.

On Tuesday, in a
video issued by the US
mission, she pointed to
a three-phase plan for
the crisis-stricken South
American country, end-
ing in “the transition to
a friendly, stable, pros-
perous and democratic
Venezuela”.

Rodriguez con-
firmed the meeting, call-
ing it a “frank conversa-
tion”.

Earlier on Tuesday,
hundreds of university
students and relatives of
political prisoners also
marched in the capital,
calling for the quick ap-
proval of an amnesty law
promised by Rodriguez.

briefed before the deal is
implemented.

India’s main oppo-
sition party, the Indian
National Congress, said
the government must
take

“the Parliament and
the entire country into
confidence and share all
the details,” warning the
deal could expose the do-
mestic industry and
farmers to fresh compe-
tition.

US officials have
framed the agreement as
a boost for American ex-
ports, particularly farm
products, while Reuters
reporting has sug-
gested India may retain
protections for some po-
litically sensitive agri-
cultural sectors.

US Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson

Greer said India would
maintain some protec-
tions in "key areas" of
its politically important
farm sector,  but the
United States would
continue to work for ac-
cess.

Overall, Greer said
India's tariff reductions
on nuts, fruits and veg-
etables, and on access
to wine and spirits
amounted to a "big win"
for US farmers, opening
a market of more than a
billion people to more US
goods.

He did not mention
any new US access to
India's markets for rice,
beef, soybeans, sugar or
dairy, which are highly
guarded commodities
that India excluded from
its recent trade deal with
the European Union.

Party swept the elec-
tion, winning 81% of
available upper and
lower house seats in a
contest criticised by
the United Nations,
some Western nations
and rights groups as a
one-sided exercise to
keep the ruling gener-
als in power through
proxies.Lack of
accountabilityState-run
media did not provide
a reason for why the
council was being
formed.According to
two lawyers, it will po-
tentially enable Hlaing
to become president
while ensuring he re-
tains full control over
the military, which has
governed Myanmar for
five of the past six de-
cades.

It would also en-
sure he had control
over the civilian-led ad-
ministration and legis-
lative matters, they
said."I believe that this
newly appointed Union
Consultative Council
will oversee the new
[military] commander-
in-chief on one hand,
and the government on
the other," said Kyee
Myint, adding that the
body would prevent
any successor to Hlaing
as military chief from
holding too much
power.But there ap-
pears to be no oversight
for the new council,
according to Naing
Min Khant. "A defining
feature of this arrange-
ment is its total lack of
accountability," he said.

NEWS DESK:In the lat-
est violence to under-
mine the ceasefire in
Gaza, health officials
said Israeli tank shelling
and airstrikes killed 20
Palestinians, including
four children,  on
Wednesday.

Among the dead
was a medic who rushed
to help victims of a strike
in the southern city of
Khan Younis and was
then killed by a second
attack on the same loca-
tion, health officials
said.Other strikes hit
Gaza City in the north,
where health officials
said a five-month-old
boy was killed.

The attacks come
three days after Israel
reopened Gaza’s main
border crossing with
Egypt, a major step in
the US-backed truce.

The Israeli military
claimed it had launched
the strikes in response
to gunmen opening fire
against Israeli troops
operating near its armi-
stice line with Hamas. It
said an Israeli soldier
was severely injured by
the fire.Wednesday’s at-
tacks bring the number
of Palestinians killed

since the border re-
opened to 28, according
to a tally from Gazan
health officials.

On Saturday, before
its reopening, Israeli
strikes killed more than
30 Palestinians in Gaza.
The military said i t
launched those strikes
after gunmen emerged
from a tunnel in a Gaza
area under Israeli control.

Patient crossings at
Rafah halted

Palestinian patients
preparing to cross
through the newly
opened Rafah border
crossing to Egypt were
told that Israel had post-
poned the passage of

patients through the
border.A few hours later,
the patients were told to
prepare again to cross
the border.

A spokesperson for
the Red Crescent said
patients had arrived at a
hospital in Khan Younis
in preparation for cross-
ing Rafah for treatment,
only to be informed that
Israel had postponed the
e va cu a t i on s . “ Th e y
called the patients and
said today there is no
travel at all, the crossing
is closed,” Raja’a Abu
Teir, a Palestinian patient
who was set to be evacu-
ated, told Reuters at the
hospital, where several

patients were waiting in
ambulances.

An Egyptian secu-
rity source told Reuters
that efforts were being
made to reopen the
crossing, and that Israel
had cited security is-
sues in the Rafah area as
the reason for the
closure.The Israeli
agency that controls ac-
cess to Gaza, COGAT,
claimed in a statement on
Wednesday that Rafah
crossing remained open,
adding that it had not
received the necessary
coordination details
from the World Health
Organisation (WHO) to
facilitate the crossing.
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India can no longer keep occupied Kashmir enslaved: GB Chief Minister

Kashmir Solidarity Day to be observed tomorrow

Lahore manhole tragedy: Court extends
physical remand of accused

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The entire Pa-
kistani nation will ob-
serve Kashmir Soli-
darity Day, tomorrow,
February 5, with a re-
newed pledge to sup-
port the just struggle of
the Kashmiri people
for their inalienable
right to self-determina-
tion, as enshrined in the
relevant resolutions of
the United Nations Se-
curity Council.

The day will also
be marked to expose
the worst forms of
oppression being per-
petrated by Indian oc-
cupation forces
against the people of
Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and
Kashmir.

Solidarity walks
will be organized
across Pakistan to
convey the message to

the oppressed people
of Kashmir that they
are not alone in their
struggle for the right to
self-determination.
Anti-India demonstra-
tions and rallies will
also be held to draw
the attention of the
world community to
Indian brutalities
against the Kashmiri
people.

Human chains
will be formed at
Kohala and other im-
portant points linking
Pakistan and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir.

In connection with
the day, debates, dec-
lamation contests, and
essay-writing compe-
titions will be orga-
nized in educational in-
stitutions across the
country.

Television chan-
nels will broadcast

special programmes to
highlight human rights
violations by Indian
troops in the occupied
territory.

Newspapers will
publish special supple-
ments highlighting the
Indian atrocities
against the Kashmiri
people.

All Pakistani mis-
sions abroad will orga-
nize seminars and
photo exhibitions to
draw the world’s at-
tention to the worst
forms of subjugation
and human rights vio-
lations committed by
India in the occupied
territory. The national
media, both electronic
and print, will air spe-
cial programmes and
publish special supple-
ments to highlight de-
cades-long struggle of
the Kashmiri people

LAHORE (INP)  A
local court Wednes-
day extended physical
remand of five ac-
cused in Lahore man-
hole tragedy case, in
which a woman and
her nine-month-old
daughter lost their
lives.

A woman and her
nine-month-old daugh-
ter lost their lives af-
ter falling into an open
sewage drain near
Bhati Gate on January
28, 2026.

The child’s body
was recovered ap-
proximately 17 hours
later, nearly eight
kilometres from the
site, while the
mother ’s body was
recovered around six
hours after the inci-
dent.

Initially, the res-
cue teams and other
officials termed the
incident fake. Despite
repeated pleas from
the victim’s family, the
district administration
denied the incident, but
the position changed
after the mother’s
body was recovered.

Police produced
the accused before ju-
dicial magistrate
Shafqat Abbas in local
court, after end of
their physical remand.

The prosecution
demanded further ex-
tension of remand,
while the defense law-
yer opposed it. After
hearing arguments
from both sides, the
court extended the
physical remand of the
accused by five days.

The accused in-
cluded Project Man-
ager Asghar Sandhu,
safety in-charge
Hunzala, site in-charge
Ahmad Nawaz and
two brothers Salman
and Usman working
for a private company.

An inquiry com-
mittee formed by the
Punjab Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP)
earlier completed its
investigation into tor-
ture allegations of
Ghulam Murtaza fol-
lowing the Bhati Gate
incident in Lahore, in
which his wife and
nine-month-old daugh-
ter lost their lives af-
ter falling into an open
manhole.

According to the
inquiry report, three
police officers — the

SP City, the SDPO,
and the concerned
SHO — were found
responsible for negli-
gence.

The committee
stated that Ghulam
Murtaza, the husband
of the Bhati Gate vic-
tim, was subjected to
torture inside the
SHO’s retiring room,
allegedly in the pres-
ence of the SP.

The inquiry com-
mittee was constituted
to probe allegations of
custodial torture after
the victim’s husband
was taken into custody
following the incident.

The panel was
headed by AIG CIA
Imran Mahmood, with
DIG Ahmed Nasir
Aziz and DIG Imran
Kishore as members.

against Indian occu-
pation. Banners high-
lighting the plight of
innocent Kashmiris
have been displayed
across the country, in-
cluding at airports,
railway stations, and
along national high-
ways.

The hearts of the
people of Pakistan and
Kashmir throb in uni-
son, and Pakistan will
continue to extend full
moral, political, and
diplomatic support to
the Kashmiri people.

India has kept a
major part of the inter-
nationally-acknowl-
edged disputed Hima-
layan state of Jammu
and Kashmir under il-
legal and forcible oc-
cupation since Octo-
ber 27, 1947, against
the wishes of its
people.

GILGIT (INP): Chief
Minister of Gilgit-
Baltistan, Justice (Retd)
Yaar Muhammad, has
said that India can no
longer keep occupied
Jammu and Kashmir un-
der subjugation, reaf-
firming that supporting

the Kashmir freedom
movement at every level
and on every front is a
religious and moral obli-
gation.

The CM expressed
these views while speak-
ing at a meeting held in
honour of Hurriyat AJK

leader Zahid Safi during
his visit  to Gilgit-
Baltistan. The chief min-
ister said that the people
of Gilgit-Baltistan stand
shoulder to shoulder
with the oppressed
people of occupied
Kashmir and will con-

tinue to extend their full
support  to the just
struggle for freedom.

Zahid Safi, on the
occasion, thanked Jus-
tice (Retd) Yaar
Muhammad and the val-
iant people of the north-
ern areas for their unwa-

vering solidarity. He said
that after Operation
Bunyan-un-Marsoos,
India has been left with
no credibility and is no
longer in a position to
show its face to the
world. He added that
Pakistan’s continued

support for the Kashmir
freedom struggle in all
circumstances is clear
proof of the resolve that
“we are Pakistanis and
Pakistan belongs to us.”

Highlighting the
significance of February
5, Kashmir Solidarity

Day, the Hurriyat leader
said the day symbolizes
a renewed pledge to re-
main united and stead-
fast in all circumstances
and to continue the free-
dom movement until it
reaches its logical con-
clusion.

The meeting was
also attended by Gilgit-
Baltistan Home Minister
Sajid Ali Baig, Minister
for Water Mumtaz
Hussain, Minister for
Food Mir Dad, Minister
for Education Bahadur
Ali Khan .

Kazakh president
presented guard of

honour at PM House
in Islamabad

Pakistan's cutlery
exports to China rise

5pc in 2025
BEIJING (INP):
Pakistan's exports of
tools, implements, cut-
lery and related articles
of base metal to China
continued to grow in
2025, reaching $8.14 mil-
lion, up from $7.76 mil-
lion in 2024, represent-
ing a year-on-year in-
crease of about 5%.

This was reported
on Wednesday by China
Economic Net (CEN)
quoting the General Ad-
ministration of Customs
of the People's Republic
of China (GACC).

Customs data
showed that hand tools
led the export basket,
with pliers, pincers, twee-
zers, and similar tools
emerging as top prod-
ucts.  Exports of these
items rose from $2.97 mil-
lion in 2024 to $3.72 mil-
lion in 2025, driven
mainly by strong de-
mand from Zhejiang
Province, which stood
out as the largest desti-
nation, with exports
worth $1.78 million under
processing with im-
ported materials, high-
lighting Pakistan’s inte-

gration into China’s
manufacturing supply
chains,  followed by
Shanghai and
Guangdong, through
both ordinary and pro-
cessing trade channels.

Scissors and shears
ranked second, record-
ing exports of around
$1.90 million in 2025,
with major shipments
destined for Shanghai
and Zhejiang.

Safety razor blades
placed third, earning
about $1.34 million,
mainly supplied to
Xinjiang and Zhejiang.

Faisal Shahzad, a
Pakistani exporter, told
China Economic Net that
Wazirabad’s cutlery in-
dustry reflects the resil-
ience and skill of its
people, blending tradi-
tional techniques with
modern innovation.

He added that at-
tracting Chinese invest-
ment and relocating re-
lated industries to
Wazirabad could signifi-
cantly boost exports.

Analysts note that
Pakistan’s competitive
pricing.

Defence Housing Authority (DHA) Lahore’s
residents allowed to fly kites on Basant

India-US trade deal reflects strategic
compulsion for Delhi: Masood Khan

LAHORE (INP):  The
Defence Housing Au-
thority (DHA) has
announced conditional
permission for kite fly-
ing on the rooftops of
its residential areas of
Lahore after obtaining
a no-objection certifi-
cate from the Punjab
government.

Before this
Basant Festival was
only allowed in DHA
Phase VII.

According to the
new framework, kite
flying will be permitted
strictly on approved
days and within desig-
nated zones.

Organizers, resi-
dents, or community
bodies seeking to ar-
range kite flying ac-
tivities must secure
prior clearance from
relevant government
departments, including
local administration
and law enforcement
agencies.

The permission
process is intended to
ensure compliance
with safety protocols,
particularly regarding
the use of hazardous
string and aerial haz-
ards near roads,
power lines, and sen-
sitive installations.

Officials associ-
ated with the Defence
Housing Authority
stated that the author-
ity will coordinate with
the district administra-
tion to monitor imple-
mentation. The use of
metallic, chemical, or
glass-coated string re-
mains prohibited, and
violators may face
fines, confiscation of
materials, or legal ac-
tion under existing
laws. Maryam
Aurangzeb visits
Walled City to review
SOPs for Basant

Punjab Senior
Minister Maryam
Aurangzeb visited the

Moochi Gate and
other adjacent areas to
review safety mea-
sures for the Basant
Festival.

During her visit,
Maryam Aurangzeb
examined kites with
QR codes and its size.
She also examined
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs)
for the Basant Festi-
val. On this occasion,
shopkeepers and other
citizens expressed
their satisfaction with
the Punjab
government’s safety
measures. They said
that they are feeling
happy to celebrate
Basant Festival after
25 years.

The Punjab Senior
Minister gave instruc-
tions on the spot to the
Home Department,
Police, Traffic Police,
and Transport and
Rescue 1122.

M a r y a m

Aurangzeb also re-
viewed the security
plan for the Basant
Festival. She said that
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz is
personally overseeing
the security arrange-
ments.

Aurangzeb ap-
pealed to citizens to
reduce the use of pri-
vate vehicles and pri-
oritize collective trans-
portation.

She added that
joint measures are be-
ing taken to reduce
traffic congestion and
air pollution, with arti-
ficial intelligence sys-
tems actively identify-
ing pollution hotspots.

The minister also
highlighted that drone
surveillance is being
used to monitor facto-
ries, brick kilns, and
vehicles, ensuring
strict enforcement of
environmental regula-
tions.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Ambassador Masood
Khan, former President
of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and former Am-
bassador of Pakistan to
the United States, China,
and the United Nations,
has said that India’s re-
cent trade agreement
with the United States
reflects strategic com-
pulsion rather than stra-
tegic choice.

In a statement in
Islamabad, Ambassador
Masood Khan asserted
that Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had
little room for maneuver
following India’s diplo-
matic and strategic set-
backs after the May 2025
India-Pakistan conflict.

He observed that
the agreement emerged
after India found itself in-
creasingly isolated in the
aftermath of the conflict,
with bilateral tensions
and international scru-
tiny narrowing New
Delhi’s diplomatic
space. He noted that
both India and Pakistan
had reached a strategic

stalemate, while Presi-
dent Donald Trump
openly criticized India
and its leadership, plac-
ing additional pressure
on PM Modi to repair
strained ties with Wash-
ington. He said that co-
ercive diplomatic pres-
sure from Washington
accelerated the U.S.–In-
dia trade arrangement,
which he described as
largely favorable to
American economic in-
terests.

Highlighting the
strategic implications of
the deal, Ambassador
Khan noted that India
had crossed long-stand-
ing red lines, particularly
in agriculture, where tar-
iff protections had his-
torically been regarded
as politically and eco-
nomically sensitive. He
said that these conces-
sions would pose seri-
ous domestic chal-
lenges for the Modi gov-
ernment, especially in
convincing India’s farm-
ing community that
such measures would
not undermine their live-

lihoods.
Ambassador Khan

further observed that
the agreement, coupled
with India’s free trade ar-
rangement with the Eu-
ropean Union, could ex-
pose vulnerable sectors
of the Indian economy to
intense external compe-
tition. He warned that
these agreements might
disproportionately af-
fect marginalized and
lower-income communi-
ties,  while simulta-
neously facilitating an
influx of luxury goods,
advanced technologies,
and industrial products
from Western markets at
highly competit ive
prices.

Commenting on the
strategic dimension of
the deal, Ambassador
Khan stated that the
United States had also
secured commitments
from India to gradually
reduce its reliance on
Russian oil and shift en-
ergy imports toward
American and alterna-
tive suppliers. He noted
that India had previously

continued substantial
oil purchases from Rus-
sia despite public assur-
ances to the contrary,
and the new arrange-
ment marks a significant
recalibration of New
Delhi’s foreign policy
priorities.

Ambassador Khan
said that India’s foreign
policy narrative of “stra-
tegic autonomy” has in-
creasingly come under
scrutiny, with critics
within India arguing that
recent policy decisions
have pushed the coun-
try toward what they
describe as strategic un-
certainty and economic
vulnerability. He added
that India’s international
image has also been af-
fected by its aggressive
posture during last
year’s conflict with Pa-
kistan, which exposed
gaps between its pro-
jected military capabili-
ties and operational re-
alities. While analyzing
the broader regional im-
pact, Ambassador Khan
stressed that Pakistan
must remain vigilant.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  A
formal welcome cer-
emony was held in
honour of Kazakhstan
President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev at the
Prime Minister House in
Islamabad on Wednes-
day. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif wel-
comed the Kazakh presi-
dent at his office where
national anthems of the
two countries were
played.

Later, a smartly
turned out contingent of
Armed Forces pre-
sented guard of honour
to the visiting dignitary.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
President of Kazakhstan
will hold bilateral and
delegation-level talks
today.

Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs)
and agreements in sev-
eral sectors will also be
signed between the two
countries.

Kazakh President
K a s s y m - J o m a r t
Tokayev arrived in Paki-

stan Tuesday on a two-
day official visit, aimed
at strengthening bilat-
eral ties between the two
countries.

President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif re-
ceived the visiting dig-
nitary at Nur Khan Air
Base. President Tokayev
is accompanied by a
high-level delegation,
including senior minis-
ters and government of-
ficials.

Separately, Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari will
confer Nishan-e-Paki-
stan, the country’s high-
est civilian award, on the
Presidents of
Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan. The award
ceremony will be held at
the Presidential Palace
in Islamabad.

According to offi-
cials, the honour is be-
ing conferred to pro-
mote bilateral relations,
friendship, and coopera-
tion between Pakistan
and the two Central
Asian states.

ISLAMABAD: President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev calls on Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and held  bilateral Meetings at Prime Minister House.

TAXILA : Akamatsu Shuichi, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, cutting ribbon to inaugurate the
provision of exhibition and conservation equipment to the Taxila Museum under the Grant Assistance
project titled “Improvement of Equipment for Exhibition and Conservation of the Taxila Museum. The
assistance, amounting to 48.8 million Japanese Yen, reflects Japan’s continued commitment to the
preservation of cultural heritage in Pakistan.

HYDERABAD: Vice Chancellor, Liaquat University of Medical & Health Sciences (LUMHS), Prof.
Dr. Ikram Din Ujjan led a Cancer Awareness Walk held at LUMHS on World Cancer Day.



BALOCHISTAN05 Thursday,February.05.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Governor Balochistan Jaffar Khan Mandokhail Reaffirms Pakistan’s
Unwavering Support for Kashmir on Kashmir Solidarity Day

Provincial Advisor
Naseem-ur-Rehman
Khan Malakhel Calls

Kashmir Issue a Global
Human Rights Concern

ADC Muhammad Anwar Kakar Chairs
Review Meeting on Day Two Performance of

Ongoing Anti-Polio Campaign

Commissioner Shahzaib Khan Kakar
Chairs Key Meeting on Quetta Water Security

and Resilience Action Plan

QUETTA : An impor-
tant meeting regarding
the Quetta Water Se-
curity and Resilience
Action Plan was held
under the chairman-
ship of Commissioner
Quetta Division,
Shahzaib Khan Kakar.

The meeting re-
viewed the rapid
depletion of under-
ground water re-
serves, measures to
curb unnecessary and
illegal water usage,
and strategies to en-
sure sustainable water
availability in the fu-
ture.

During the meet-
ing, a comprehensive

DHO Dr. Naseem Lango Reviews
Ongoing Anti-Polio Campaign in Union

Council Baleena Khattan

emergency action plan
was discussed, under
which consensus was
reached on promoting
rainwater harvesting,
establishment of
groundwater recharge
points, installation of
water treatment
plants, and the adop-
tion of sprinkler and
drip irrigation systems
in the agricultural sec-
tor. It was emphasized
that the allocated bud-
get for the action plan
will be utilized effi-
ciently and transpar-
ently.

The meeting was
informed that interna-
tional organizations in-

cluding the World
Bank, United Nations,
European Union, and
various NGOs will
provide support for the
successful implemen-
tation of the plan,
aimed at protecting
Quetta from a severe
future water crisis.

Participants also
decided to form a
Water Committee
comprising represen-
tatives from WASA,
Irrigation, Agriculture,
Forests, and the Pro-
vincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(PDMA).

The committee
will oversee coordina-

tion and monitoring of
all water-related initia-
tives. Under the ac-
tion plan, not only will
water conservation
and protection of ex-
isting reserves be en-
sured, but effective
measures will also be
taken to utilize rain and
floodwater efficiently.

These efforts aim
to address water scar-
city on one hand and
safeguard citizens,
their homes, and prop-
erties from flood-re-
lated damage on the
other, paving the way
for a more resilient and
sustainable future for
Quetta.

QUETTA : A review
meeting regarding the
second day perfor-
mance of the ongoing
anti-polio campaign
was held under the
chairmanship of Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner (General)
Quetta, Muhammad
Anwar Kakar.

The meeting was
attended by the Dis-
trict Health Officer
(DHO) Quetta, repre-
sentatives of the Na-
tional Emergency Op-
erations Center
(EOC), members of
the Provincial EOC,
monitors, the District

cases, Still NA, Non-
Accessible refusals,
Still refusals, refusal
coverage, and other
challenges faced dur-
ing field operations.

Addressing the
participants, ADC
Muhammad Anwar
Kakar directed offi-
cials to take immedi-
ate and effective mea-

sures to ensure vacci-
nation coverage of
missed children, with
special focus on re-
fusal cases.  He em-
phasized the need to

KHUZDAR : District
Health Officer (DHO)
Khuzdar Dr. Naseem
Lango visited various
polio vaccination units
established in Union
Council  Baleena
Khattan in connection
with the ongoing na-
tional anti-polio cam-
paign aimed at eradicat-
ing polio from the coun-
try.

During the visit, the
DHO conducted a de-
tailed assessment of the
performance of polio
teams working in the
field.

He reviewed
children’s finger mark-
ings, team registers, and
activities carried out in
accordance with the mi-
cro plan to ensure trans-
parency and effective-

ADC Muhammad Ismail Mengal Conducts Field
Visit to Review Ongoing Polio Campaign

QUETTA: Governor
of Balochistan, Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail, in
his message on the
occasion of Kashmir
Solidarity Day, stated
that Pakistan has al-
ways supported the
legitimate stance of its
Kashmiri brothers and
sisters at every inter-
national forum.

He said that Paki-
stan has consistently
highlighted the human
rights violations and
oppression committed
by India in Indian Ille-
gally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) at the global
level.

The Governor
emphasized that
Pakistan’s moral and
diplomatic support will
continue for the
Kashmiri people until
they are granted their
right to self-determina-
tion.

He added that the
purpose of observing
Kashmir Day is to ex-
press complete soli-
darity with the op-
pressed people of

DG GDA Moin-ur-Rehman Khan
Reviews Proposed Development

Projects for FY 2026–27

Coordinator, and other
relevant officials.

During the meet-
ing, detailed Union
Council-wise and
Sub-Division-wise
data related to polio

vaccination coverage
on the second day
was presented.

The briefing in-
cluded a comprehen-
sive report on Non-
Accessible (NA)

Kashmir.
Jaffar Khan

Mandokhail reiterated
that Pakistan’s prin-
cipled position on the
Kashmir issue has al-
ways been clear—

that the people of oc-
cupied Kashmir must
be given the right to
decide their future in
accordance with
United Nations resolu-
tions.  He stressed the

need to draw the at-
tention of the interna-
tional community to-
wards the Kashmir
dispute and to shape
global public opinion in
favor of the Kashmiri

people.
The Governor fur-

ther stated that the
brave and resilient
people of Balochistan
stand shoulder to
shoulder with their

Kashmiri brothers and
sisters in every diffi-
cult time, reaffirming
their unwavering sup-
port for the just
struggle of the
Kashmiri people.

QUETTA : Provincial
Advisor for Environ-
ment and Climate
Change, Naseem-ur-
Rehman Khan Malakhel,
in his message on the oc-
casion of February 5,
Kashmir Solidarity Day,
said that this day re-
minds the nation of soli-
darity with the Kashmiri
brothers and sisters and
of the sacrifices they
have made in their
struggle for freedom.

He said that Kash-
mir Solidarity Day is not
merely a symbolic day,
but a collective message
of unity from the entire
Pakistani nation in sup-
port of the Kashmiri
people. It is in this con-
text, he added, that Feb-
ruary 5 is observed
across Pakistan at the
national level every year.

The Provincial Ad-
visor stated that the day
is observed to raise a
strong voice at the inter-
national level against
the atrocities committed
by Indian forces in In-

dian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) and to pay trib-
ute to the ongoing
struggle of the Kashmiri
people.

He reiterated that
Pakistan has always
supported the Kashmiri
people’s right to self-de-
termination and has con-
sistently raised the
Kashmir issue at interna-
tional forums.

Naseem-ur-Rehman
Khan Malakhel empha-
sized that the Kashmir
issue is not merely a dis-
pute between Pakistan
and India, but a serious
global human rights is-
sue. Despite numerous
United Nations resolu-
tions, the people of
Kashmir have still been
denied their right to self-
determination.

He further said that
India has intensified its
military presence in oc-
cupied Kashmir, subject-
ing the local population
to renewed oppression
and violence.

ness of the campaign.
While interacting

with the polio teams, Dr.
Naseem Lango listened
to the challenges and is-
sues faced during field
operations and issued
on-the-spot instructions
to the staff to carry out
the campaign in a more
effective, organized, and

responsible manner, en-
suring that no child is
left without polio drops.

On the occasion,
the District Health Of-
ficer appreciated and
encouraged the efforts
of the polio teams,
stressing that the com-
plete eradication of po-
lio is a shared national

responsibility.
He also appealed to

parents to ensure that
their children receive
polio drops during every
vaccination campaign
and to extend full coop-
eration to polio teams,
emphasizing that paren-
tal support is vital for a
polio-free Pakistan.

strengthen monitoring
mechanisms and fur-
ther improve the per-
formance of field
teams to achieve opti-
mal results during the
campaign.

GWADAR : A review
meeting regarding the
Gwadar Development
Authority (GDA)’s pro-
posed development
projects and ongoing
schemes for the fiscal
year 2026–27 was held
under the chairmanship
of Director General GDA,
Moin-ur-Rehman Khan.

The meeting fo-
cused on finalizing GDA
projects for inclusion in
the Provincial and Fed-
eral Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme
(PSDP) 2026–27.

The meeting was
attended by Chief Engi-
neer GDA Haji Syed
Muhammad, Director
Town Planning Shahid
Ali, Superintending En-
gineer Nadir Baloch,
along with other con-
cerned engineers and
officers.

During the session,
several important
projects aimed at improv-
ing economic, social,
tourism, and basic infra-

structure in Gwadar were
reviewed.

These projects fo-
cus on enhancing urban
facilities, providing qual-
ity public services, and
aligning the city with
modern development
standards.

Key projects dis-
cussed in detail  in-
cluded the GDA Old

Town Rehabilitation
Project Phase-II, con-
struction of residential
houses for doctors and
medical staff at GDA
Hospital, commercial de-
velopment on Dimi Zarr
Road, Gwadar Club,

upgradation of Gwadar
Cricket Stadium, a new
GDA housing scheme,
and residential flats for
GDA employees.

In addition, propos-
als related to drainage,
sewerage, street devel-
opment, and road expan-
sion in various areas of
the city— including
TTC Colony, Bakhshi

Colony, Shambe Ismail
Ward, and Surbandar—
were also reviewed.

Addressing the
meeting, DG GDA Moin-
ur-Rehman Khan di-
rected the concerned
engineers to complete

PC-I documents and ini-
tial planning stages of all
proposed projects at the
earliest, so that timely
recommendations can
be submitted for their
inclusion in the PSDP
2026–27.

He emphasized that
all  development
schemes should be de-
signed in accordance

with modern standards,
transparency, and urban
needs, with the objec-
tive of transforming
Gwadar into a modern,
well-planned, and world-
class city equipped with
essential facilities.

LORALAI: Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(ADC) Loralai,
Muhammad Ismail
Mengal, conducted a
field visit to various po-
lio vaccination teams
operating in different
areas during the ongo-
ing polio campaign.

During the visit,
the ADC carried out a
detailed review of the
overall performance of
polio teams, inspecting
door-to-door vaccina-
tion activities, door
chalking, finger mark-
ing of children, and
entries made in tally
sheets to ensure proper
implementation of
campaign protocols.

Addressing the po-
lio workers,
Muhammad Ismail
Mengal directed them
to perform their duties
with honesty,

dedication, and
commitment to make
the campaign more ef-
fective and successful,
ensuring that no child
is left without polio
drops.

He emphasized
that polio eradication is
a shared national re-
sponsibility, and
stressed the impor-
tance of accurate re-
porting and timely data
entry by field teams for
achieving the desired
results.

The ADC also ap-
pealed to parents to ex-
tend full cooperation to
polio teams and ensure
that all children under

five years of age re-
ceive polio drops, so

that future generations
can be protected from

the crippling disease of
polio.
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India aim for back-to-back
T20 triumphs

NEWS DESK:Holders
India will enter the T20
World Cup as firm
favourites on home soil,
but coach Gautam
Gambhir faces intense
scrutiny under the
weight of expectation
from a billion-plus fans.

India,  led by
Suryakumar Yadav, will
begin their campaign
against  the United
States at Mumbai's
Wankhede Stadium on
Saturday.

It will round off the
opening day of the
tournament's 10th edi-
tion, which has been
marred by a chaotic
build-up.

Bangladesh last
month refused to play in
India, citing security
concerns, and were
kicked out to be replaced
by Scotland.

This week the Paki-
stan government fol-

lowed up by barring its
team from playing
against India in Group A
on February 15 in Co-
lombo as a protest at
Bangladesh's treatment.

The boycott  has
robbed the group stage
of the biggest rivalry
and money-spinning
spectacle, but leaves In-
dia in pole position to
top the group.

Pakistan should
also progress to the Su-
per Eights in second
place, barring a slip-up
against the Netherlands,
Namibia or the USA,
who make up the five-
team group.

Top-ranked India
reinforced their creden-
tials as tournament
favourites with a recent
4-1 win over New
Zealand -- their ninth
successive T20 bilateral
series triumph.

But home defeats in

‘Back-channel talks underway after Pakistan
decide to skip India T20 World Cup clash’

National ranking table tennis
tournament begins in Islamabad

Sunderland make home a fortress as possible
place in Europe beckons

Spin-heavy Pakistan hit form, but India boycott risks early T20 exit

NEWS DESK:The Pa-
kistan National Rank-
ing Table Tennis Tour-
nament will be held
from 5th to 8th Febru-
ary 2026 at the NUML
University Gymnasium
(Gate 3).

The event is being
hosted by the
Islamabad Table Tennis
Association, in col-
laboration with Tibhar
Table Tennis Academy.

Top-ranked men’s
and women’s players
from across Pakistan
will participate in this
prestigious tourna-

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
spin-heavy squad are in
winning form ahead of
the T20 World Cup, but
a controversial decision
to forfeit their marquee
clash against  India
could still trigger an-
other early exit.

Pakistan came close
to withdrawing from the
tournament in solidarity
with Bangladesh, who
pulled out after refusing
to play in India, citing
security concerns.

The Pakistan gov-
ernment eventually
cleared the team's par-
ticipation but it barred
them from facing India in
Colombo in a block-
buster clash on Febru-
ary 15.

With two points for
a win, a forfeit of the
match will leave Pakistan
with no margin for error
if they are to progress as
one of the top two from
a five-team Group A.

It means they must
win their opening game
against the Netherlands
in Colombo on Saturday
and beat the United
States three days later to
stay in contention.

Their final group
game will be against
Namibia on February 18.

NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment of Pakistan’s
decision on Sunday not
to play its T20 World
Cup group match
against India, scheduled
for Feb 15,  has
prom-pted the Interna-
tional Cricket Council
(ICC) to initiate back-
channel efforts to re-
solve the issue and
avoid significant finan-
cial losses, Dawn has
learnt.

The decision was
announced around 15
days ahead of the sched-
uled fixture, giving the
ICC sufficient time to
explore possible op-
tions, including accom-
modating any reserva-
tions Pakistan may have,
sources said.

According to
sources,  a couple of
other cricket boards
have also stepped in to
assist the ICC in its ef-
forts to reach an ami-
cable solution with the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB).

Pakistan an-
nounced its decision
without citing a specific
reason for boycotting
the match against India.
In the past, however,
Australia and the West
Indies forfeited their
World Cup matches
against Sri Lanka in 1996
on security grounds fol-
lowing instructions from
their governments.

England and New
Zealand similarly for-
feited matches against
Zimbabwe and Kenya,
respectively, during the
2003 World Cup on po-
litical grounds.

Some quarters have
termed Pakistan’s move
a mistake, noting that
unlike previous in-

other formats have put
Gambhir's high-profile
job on the line.

India were beaten 2-
0 by South Africa in a
Test series last year and
New Zealand won an
ODI series 2-1.

Gambhir, 44, re-
placed Rahul Dravid as
coach after the T20
World Cup triumph in
2024 and has lost 10 out
of 19 Tests.

S wa s h b u ck l i n g
Sharma

Indian media sug-
gested the former bats-
man and World Cup-
winner may lose his job
if India fail in the 20-team
tournament."He should
stay away from social
media till the World Cup
and focus on the team,"
India batsman Ajinkya
Rahane told website
cricbuzz.

It will be India's first
T20 World Cup since

the retirements of then
captain Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli follow-
ing the final victory in
Barbados in 2024.

India first won the
title under Mahendra
Singh Dhoni in
Johannesburg in 2007
but will have to defy his-
tory to win again, with
no team having previ-
ously gone back-to-
back.

Abhishek Sharma
has replaced Rohit in the
role of fearless opener,
with the swashbuckling
batsman scoring at a
punishing strike rate of
more than 194.

The 25-year-old
left-hander is in form. He
smashed India's second
fastest 50, off 14 balls,
against New Zealand.

C a p t a i n
Suryakumar ended a bat-
ting slump with three
half-centuries in the
same series while Ishan
Kishan's comeback has
added muscle to the bat-
ting order.

Batting great Sunil
Gavaskar told broad-
caster JioStar that India
were full of confidence.

"Even if there is a
small stumble, this team
knows it can recover, re-
group, and continue
marching towards vic-
tory," said the former
India captain.

The bowling attack,
led by Jasprit Bumrah,
has new talent in the
shape of medium-pacer
Harshit Rana.

Bumrah, Rana and
Arshdeep Singh form
the seam attack, with
Hardik Pandya and
Shivam Dube as the all-
rounders.

ment, making it a
highly competitive na-
tional event.

Rafique Sarhadi,
Secretary of the
Islamabad Table Tennis
Association, appreci-
ated the Pakistan Table
Tennis Federation for
taking such a progres-
sive initiative and for its
commitment to bring-
ing positive change in
line with international
standards.

He also briefed the
media on the arrange-
ments for the event and
shared that the tourna-

Captain Salman
Agha said the move to
boycott the India game
was out of the team's
hands.

"That is not our de-
cision. We have to fol-
low what our govern-
ment decides," he said.

The Pakistan gov-
ernment has not said
what their stance might
be if the team were to
end up facing India
again in the semi-finals
or final. Agha was not
thinking about that.

"Our job is to win,
and we are capable of
doing that," he said.

Pakistan will be
keen to avoid a repeat of
the last T20 World Cup
in 2024, where a shock
super over defeat to co-
hosts the United States
led to them failing to get
out of the group.

The side has since
faced criticism for failing
to adapt to the modern
demands of T20 cricket,
with the batting, particu-
larly Babar Azam's low
strike rate, under scru-
tiny.

The criticism was
fuelled by Pakistan's
record last year, where
21 of their 34 T20 inter-
national wins came

against lower-ranked
opponents.

Confidence re-
stored

Against elite teams,
the results were sober-
ing: three losses to In-

dia in the Asia Cup and
a 4–1 series defeat to
New Zealand.

However, Agha be-
lieves recent perfor-
mances have restored
confidence.

preparation by beating
Australia. We have the
luxury of quality spin-
ning all-rounders like
Mohammad Nawaz,
Shadab Khan and Saim
Ayub.

"We're ticking most
boxes and believe we
can win the World Cup,"
Agha said.

The spin depart-
ment has been strength-
ened by Abrar Ahmed

and Usman Tariq, the
latter known for his un-
usual, slingy action and
exaggerated pause at the
crease.

The pace attack is
led by the experienced
Shaheen Shah Afridi and
Naseem Shah.

Faheem Ashraf pro-
vides seam-bowling all-
round support and new-
comer Salman Mirza has
been impressive.

Batting remains
Pakistan’s most volatile
component.

When openers Saim
Ayub and Sahibzada
Farhan provide strong
starts, the side can post
competitive totals, but
collapses remain a con-
stant threat.

Head coach Mike
Hesson has added an-
other layer of risk by
leaving out experienced
w i c k e t k e e p e r
Mohammad Rizwan be-
cause of poor form, opt-
ing instead for make-
shift options in Usman
Khan, Khawaja Nafay
and Farhan.

For Pakistan, the in-
gredients for a deep run
are present, but with
points potentially for-
feited, there is little room
left for error.

Pakistan beat South
Africa 2–1, won a home
tri-series, and then com-
pleted a 3–0 sweep of an
under-strength Austra-
lia.

"We've had good

N E W S D E S K :
Sunderland find them-
selves in exalted com-
pany this season, on a
list  with some of
Europe's top teams, as
they chase down a Pre-
mier League record and
a potential berth in con-
tinental football next
season.
  Their 3-0 home win
over Burnley on Mon-
day kept up their status
as the only side left in
the Premier League with
an unbeaten home
record this season - a
feat that puts them in the
same category with Eu-
ropean champions Paris
Saint-Germain and a co-
hort  of giants l ike
Atletico Madrid,
Barcelona,  Borussia
Dortmund and
Juventus, who have
also not lost at home this
season.
     The victory also
lifted them up to eighth
in the league standings,
allowing them to eye a
place in Europe next sea-
son.
     But manager Regis
Le Bris insisted he was

keeping focus on the
first priority of garnering
enough points to avoid
relegation.
"For me, the target re-
mains the same," he
said.
 "The first target is
around 40 points, maybe
more.

 The league is tough. For
us, go to 40 and see if
we can get more."
      His players, how-
ever,  have set their
sights on a chance to
compete in European
club competition in the
next campaign, possibly
even the Champions

League.
"We want to reach the
top," said midfielder
Noah Sadiki.
"If we can get top six or
top five.
   There are a lot of
matches coming so we
have to focus on the
next game."

         Usually, promoted
sides struggle for sur-
vival in the Premier
League, but Sunderland
have bucked that trend
by turning the Stadium
of Light into a fortress.
     They now have the
longest home unbeaten
start to a top-flight cam-
paign by a newly pro-
moted side since
Nottingham Forest went
the entire 1977-78 cam-
paign without defeat on
home soil and won the
old First Division title.
      Birmingham City
hold the record for a
newly promoted side in
the Premier League era
with a 15-match un-
beaten home run in 2009-
10.
      Sunderland have
had 12 home games so
far this campaign, and
Le Bris said maintaining
the unbeaten run at
home was important,
“because we know that
the connection with our
fans is key.
We are a newly pro-
moted side, and we feel
that we can change the
momentum."

ment has received an
overwhelming re-
sponse, with remark-
able entries and en-
couragement from
players nationwide.

He further stated
that the introduction of
a structured national
ranking system will el-
evate the game to
world-class standards
by ensuring fair,

transparent, and
unbiased results, pav-
ing the way for the de-
velopment of interna-
tional-level table tennis
in Pakistan.

stances involving other
teams, no explicit justifi-
cation was provided.
Sources, however, said
the PCB has factored
this into its position and
plans to rely on proceed-
ings of the ICC’s Dispute
Resolution Committee
(DRC) in a case filed by
Pakistan against India in
2018.

That case stemmed
from India’s failure to
honour a memorandum
of understanding
(MoU) signed between
the PCB and the Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) in 2014, un-
der which the two coun-
tries were to play six bi-
lateral series between
2015 and 2023.

In return, the PCB
had supported the ICC’s
‘Big Three’ revenue-
sharing model, under
which India, Australia
and England received a
larger share of ICC rev-
enues.

“During the hear-
ing, the PCB asked the
BCCI to explain its re-
fusal to tour Pakistan,”

a sou-r-ce familiar with
the 2018 proceedings
said. “Initially, the BCCI
stated that it was not
obliged to provide a rea-
son. Later, it claimed that
the Indian government
had not allowed the
tour.”

When the PCB re-
quested written instruc-
tions from the Indian
government, the BCCI
responded that such de-
cisions were conveyed
verbally and not docu-
mented,  the source
added.

Despite this,
sources expressed con-
cerns that, as in 2018, the
BCCI influence within
the ICC could again re-
sult in a ruling against
Pakistan, potentially
leading to financial pen-
alties or sanctions.

In such an event,
the government of Paki-
stan may consider ap-
proaching an interna-
tional court of arbitra-
tion, sources said.

It is believed that
Pakistan’s decision was
influenced by a recent

ICC ruling involving
Bangladesh.

The ICC had re-
jected Bangladesh’s re-
quest to shift its World
Cup matches from India
to Sri Lanka on security
grounds and instead ex-
cluded Bangladesh from
the tournament, replac-
ing it with Scotland.

The decision was
passed by a 14-2 major-
ity, with only Pakistan
and Bangladesh voting
against the move.

The India-Pakistan
fixture is considered the
most lucrative match in
world cricket and a cor-
nerstone of the ICC’s
revenue model.

 Media reports esti-
mate its overall commer-
cial value at around $500
million,  factoring in
broadcast rights, adver-
tising premiums, spon-
sorships, ticket sales
and ancillary commercial
activity.  Advertising
slots during an India-Pa-
kistan T20 typically
fetch between Rs2.5 mil-
lion and Rs4 million for
10 seconds.
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Pakistan, Kazakhstan sign 30-plus MoUs as
Shehbaz seeks $1bn trade target

No Jobs Will Be Sold in
Balochistan, Merit Will Prevail:

CM Sarfraz Bugti

Chaudhry Sugar Mills case: LHC directs NAB to
approach trial court for closing inquiry against Maryam

Qaseem Shah:
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has reaffirmed his
government’s commit-
ment to transparent and
merit-based recruitment,
declaring that no job be-
longing to the people of
Balochistan will be sold
under any circum-
stances.

The chief minister
said the provincial gov-
ernment is taking con-
crete steps to provide
dignified employment
opportunities to the
youth. As part of these
efforts, advertisements
for more than 25,000
government vacancies
from Grade 1 to Grade 15
have already been issued
across various depart-
ments.

In a message shared
on social media platform
X, Bugti disclosed that
a formal summary for
around 4,000 vacant

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Wednesday called
for raising trade between
Pakistan and
Kazakhstan to $1 billion
within a year as the two
countries signed more
than 30 memoranda of
understanding (MoU)
and agreements across
multiple sectors.

Addressing a joint
press conference after
the signing ceremony,
Shehbaz said the current
level of trade did not re-
flect the strength of bi-
lateral ties or the eco-
nomic potential of the
two countries.

“Unfortunately, our
trade volume is a meagre
$250 million, which does
not reflect the strength
of our friendship and the
potential of both coun-
tries. Let us commit to
raising our trade volume
to $1b within the next
one year,” he said.

Kazakhstan Presi-
dent Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev described Paki-
stan as a “reliable and
important partner in
South Asia and be-
yond”.

“Our people are
united by centuries-old
ties rooted in the legacy
of the great Silk Road, as
well as by deep cultural
and spiritual affinity,”
Tokayev said.

“Our nations share
common values, tradi-

tions and joint aspira-
tions for the future,” he
added. Tokayev said the
two sides had “signed a
historical document — a
joint declaration — on
establishing a strategic
partnership between Pa-
kistan and Kazakhstan”.

“By elevating our
relations to a new level,
we open up immense op-
portunities to engage
across the full spectrum
of bilateral and multilat-
eral agendas,” he said.

Earlier, President
Tokayev was accorded a
warm reception and a
guard of honour on his
arrival at the PM House,
where he held a one-on-
one meeting with PM
Shehbaz followed by
delegation-level talks.

The Kazakh presi-
dent, accompanied by a
high-level delegation of
senior cabinet ministers
and officials, is on his
first two-day state visit
to Pakistan at the invita-
tion of the prime minis-
ter. The national anthems
of Pakistan and
Kazakhstan were played
as the two leaders stood
on the saluting dais.

A contingent of the
Pakistan Army, Navy
and Air Force presented
the guard of honour,
which Tokayev re-
viewed. The two leaders
later introduced mem-
bers of their respective
delegations.

Following the talks,
a signing ceremony was
held for MoU and agree-

ments aimed at expand-
ing cooperation.

Documents were
exchanged covering ar-
eas including UN peace-
keeping cooperation,
mining and petroleum,
maritime affairs, prisoner
exchange, transit trade,
customs cooperation
and railways.

The two sides also
agreed to cooperate in
climate change, virtual
assets, protection and
veterinary services, as
well as artificial intelli-
gence and digital devel-
opment. Officials said
the agreements would
support future technical
cooperation and digital
partnership.

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif, Deputy

Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar,
and Planning Minister
Ahsan Iqbal attended
the ceremony.

Tokayev arrived in
Pakistan on Tuesday
and was received at Nur
Khan Airbase by PM
Shehbaz and President
Asif Ali Zardari. A six-
member squadron of Pa-
kistan Air Force fighter
jets paid an aerial salute
as his aircraft entered
Pakistani airspace.

Later,  Tokayev
planted a commemora-
tive sapling on the lawn
of the PM House. Roads
along his motorcade
route in Islamabad were
decorated with Paki-
stani and Kazakh flags
and large portraits of the
visiting president.

During the visit,
Tokayev is also expected
to meet President
Zardari. The talks are
expected to cover trade,
logistics, regional con-
nectivity, people-to-
people contacts and co-
operation at regional
and international fo-
rums. Separately, FM Dar
called on President
Tokayev. According to a
Foreign Office state-
ment, Dar conveyed
greetings from
Pakistan’s leadership
and reaffirmed the
shared commitment to
expand cooperation
across political.

NEWS DESK:The
Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Wednesday
directed the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) to move the
trial court concerned
after the anti-graft
body decided to close
the Chaudhry Sugar
Mills inquiry against
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz.

The case pertains
to alleged money laun-
dering and income be-
yond means via “dubi-
ous” business transac-
tions of the Chaudhry
Sugar Mills, of which
Maryam was a major
shareholder.

A three-member
bench, headed by
Chief Justice Aalia
Neelum and including
Justices Muhammad
Jawad Zafar and
Abher Gul Khan,
heard CM Maryam’s
civil miscellaneous ap-
plication seeking the
refund of Rs70 million
deposited as a guaran-
tee in the case.

During the pro-
ceedings, the NAB’s

prosecutor informed
the bench that follow-
ing the new amend-
ments, the bureau’s
chairman had ap-
proved the closure of
the probe.

Justice Neelum,
however, observed
that the NAB should
have approached the
accountability court
concerned for closure
of the inquiry.

Questioning the
investigation process,

the chief justice asked
the bureau’s counsel
to explain the proce-
dure adopted in the
case.

In response, the
prosecutor stated that
the NAB board had
decided in a meeting
to close the inquiry.

The prosecutor
answered the bench in
the affirmative when
asked whether a new
NAB board could re-
open the case in the

future.
At this, the bench

remarked that such a
situation would render
the NAB board’s de-
cision to close a case
meaningless.

Justice Neelum
observed, “If the court
orders the release of
the bail surety amount
today and the case is
reopened tomorrow, all
blame would fall on
the court.”

Subsequently, the

bench directed the
NAB to approach the
relevant accountability
court within one
month for the formal
closure of the
Chaudhry Sugar Mills
inquiry.

A NAB team had
arrested Maryam in
connection with the
case on Aug 8, 2019
when she was present
at the Kot Lakhpat jail
on her weekly visit to
her incarcerated fa-
ther Nawaz.

On Nov 4, 2019,
the LHC released
Maryam in the sugar
mills case on bail, sub-
ject to surrendering
her passport to the
court. She was also
ordered to deposit a
surety amount of
Rs70m with the regis-
trar judicial of the
court.

In October 2022,
the LHC directed of-
ficials to return the
passport to Maryam
after the NAB said it
did not require the
travel document any-
more.

posts in Grades 16 and
17 has been sent to the
Balochistan Public Ser-
vice Commission
(BPSC).

 He said this step
aims to ensure that re-
cruitment is carried out
through a transparent,
constitutional, and fair
process.

The chief minister
added that in depart-
ments where tests and
interviews have already
been completed, ap-
pointment orders will be
issued at the earliest to
prevent further delays
for successful candi-
dates.

He stressed that eli-
gible applicants should
not be made to suffer
due to administrative
bottlenecks.

To further
strengthen merit and
transparency, Bugti an-
nounced that an online
testing system, similar

to the one used by the
Finance Department, will
be introduced in other
departments as well.

Under this system,
recruitments will be con-
ducted strictly on merit,
eliminating any possibil-
ity of favoritism or ma-
nipulation.

“Merit-based re-
cruitment is the founda-
tion of good gover-
nance,” the chief minis-
ter said, adding that the
provincial government
would not compromise
on this principle under
any pressure.

He reiterated his
firm stance, stating that
the government would
not allow anyone to
play with the future of
Balochistan’s youth.
“We are standing by our
promise. Every deserv-
ing candidate will get
their rightful place
purely on merit,” he con-
cluded.

In meeting with Nawaz and Maryam,
Iranian envoy  appreciates Pakistan’s

‘continued support’ toward Iran
NEWS DESK:In a meet-
ing with PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif
and Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz on
Wednesday, Iran’s Am-
bassador to Pakistan
Reza Amiri Moghadam
appreciated Islamabad’s
“principled positions
and continued support”
toward his country in
various areas.

“Highly honored to
call  on Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif, president
of the PML-N, and Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif,” Mogahadam
said in a post on X about
the meeting.

He added: “Reiter-
ating the firm commit-
ment of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to further
enhance Iran-Pakistan
relations, I expressed my
sincere appreciation for
the principled positions
and continued support
of the government of Pa-
kistan toward Iran in
various arenas.”

The envoy said he
had met the father-
daughter duo to ex-
change views on the lat-
est regional develop-
ments, “particularly in
light of recent interven-
tions by the United
States and the Israeli re-
gime, including their in-
terventionist positions,
threats, and escalatory
rhetoric”.

“We also dis-
cussed initiatives aimed
at further strengthening
the bilateral relations
between the two broth-
erly countries of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran
and Pakistan,” he
said.Moghadam also ac-
knowledged during the
meeting the “tireless en-
deavors” of Pakistan’s
government, particularly
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Muhammad
Ishaq Dar, in their efforts
to further promote com-
prehensive and all-round
cooperation between
the two nations.

“While stressing
Iran’s full readiness to
defend itself against any
imminent adventurism, I
underlined the steadfast
determination of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to
pursue fair, equitable,
and constructive nego-
tiations aimed at resolv-
ing outstanding issues
through dialogue, mu-

tual respect, and adher-
ence to international
norms,” the envoy fur-
ther stated.

Moghadam added
he emphasised that Iran
and Pakistan were “like
two bodies and one soul,
and that both nations
have consistently dem-
onstrated their love,
commitment, and broth-
erhood throughout his-
tory and the test of time”.

According to the
Iranian envoy, Nawaz ex-

two countries.
“The Iranian ambas-

sador expressed grati-
tude toward PM
Shehbaz and Foreign
Minister Dar for their
support,” the statement
said.

It quoted Nawaz as
saying: “If the door to
talks is kept open, even
the biggest of issues
can be resolved through
negotiations. Iran has
faced the situation with
immense courage.”

pressed concern regard-
ing recent developments
and imminent threats
while referring to the
close monitoring and
continuous follow-up of
developments in Iran
and the region.

“He emphasised
the importance of con-
structive negotiations
based on mutual respect
and equality, within the
framework of interna-
tional law and good
faith, in accordance with
the United Nations char-
ter,” he said.

“He noted that dia-
logue and diplomacy,
alongside the protection
of national sovereignty
and the rejection of any
threat or use of force,
constitute the path to-
ward ensuring peace,
stability, and prosperity
throughout this already
volati le region,”
Moghadam said about
Nawaz.

Separately,  the
PML-N also posted
about the meeting on X,
saying bilateral ties,
trade, energy and the re-
gional situation were
discussed during the
meeting, and the leaders
from both sides “reiter-
ated their commitment to
strengthen Pak-Iran
relations”.The party’s
statement said that
Maryam invited Iranian
investment in the areas
of agriculture, IT and
tourism during the ex-
change and reaffirmed
her commitment to ad-
vancing economic and
social ties between the


