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Quetta Train Services Resume as Jaffar Express
and Chaman Passenger Restart

Bhati Gate case
suspects remand

extended

NEWS DESK:

A judicial magistrate on Wednes-
day extended the physical re-
mand of five suspects in the case
involving the death of a mother
and her minor daughter who fell
into an open manhole near Bhati
Gate.

On completion of the previ-
ous four-day physical remand,
police produced all five suspects
before the court and sought a fur-
ther 10-day remand.

Magistrate Shafqat Abbas
asked the investigating officer
(IO) what progress had been
made during the four days of re-
mand.

The IO told the court that the
suspects had not disclosed any-
thing so far during the investiga-
tion.

Advocate Ahmad Chicher,
the defence counsel, argued that
the site work had been completed
and handed over to Wasa.

He said his clients were the
representatives of the contractor
company and they had nothing
to do with the construction site
after the completion of the
project. He said not a single offi-
cial of any government depart-
ment had been arrested by the
police so far.

216 Terrorists Killed, Internet to Be Restored
Today: Shahid Rind

News Desk:

At least 36 security personnel
and 22 civilians were martyred
during recent terrorist violence
in Balochistan, while 216 ter-
rorists were killed in a sus-
tained counterterrorism opera-
tion, Special Assistant to the
Chief Minister for Media and
Political Affairs Shahid Rind
said while briefing the media
in Quetta.

Shahid Rind said banned
militant groups launched coor-
dinated attacks on multiple lo-
cations, including sensitive gov-
ernment installations.

He added that the swift
and effective response by se-
curity forces prevented the at-
tackers from achieving their
objectives and protected civil-
ians in targeted areas.

Operation Radd-ul-Fitna-
1 Intensified

Following the attacks, se-
curity forces intensified Opera-
tion Radd-ul-Fitna-1, targeting
terrorist hideouts, leadership,

PAA issues
kite-flying alert for

Lahore airport
during Basant

festivities

NEWS DESK:

The Pakistan Airports Authority
(PAA) on Thursday issued an
alert warning pilots of intense kite
flying in the airspace around
Lahore airport during Basant fes-
tivities, citing potential risks to
aircraft operations.

After years of silence in
Lahore's winter skies, Basant is
set to return, cautiously and
tightly regulated, as the Punjab
government prepares to revive a
festival once synonymous with
colour, rooftops and springtime
renewal, yet long shadowed by
tragedy and controversy.

Punjab has granted special
permission for Basant celebra-
tions from Feb 6 to 8, restricting
the festival exclusively to Lahore
under a comprehensive set of le-
gal, administrative and safety
measures aimed at preventing the
fatalities that had earlier prompted
its ban.In a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM), the authority said
heavy kite flying is expected in
Lahore, particularly during air-
craft take-off and landing phases
at low altitude.

“Due to Basant celebrations,
pilots are advised to exercise ex-
tra caution during approach and
take-off,” the NOTAM said.

According to the alert, the
warning will remain in effect from
midnight on Thursday until mid-
night on February 8.

Basant, traditionally ob-
served on the fifth day of the
month of Magh in late January or
early February, marks the arrival
of spring and has historically
been celebrated across Punjab, in-
cluding in India and among
Punjabi diaspora communities,
with kite flying at the heart of the
festivities.

In Pakistan's Punjab, how-
ever, the festival acquired a darker
reputation during the early 2000s,
as celebratory gunfire, glass-
coated strings, metallic wires and
rooftop accidents resulted in nu-
merous deaths, prompting au-
thorities to impose a blanket ban
in 2007.This year's revival follows
the promulgation of the Punjab
Kite Flying Ordinance 2025, which
formally reopened the door for
Basant while placing unprec-
edented restrictions on every as-
pect of the festival, from kite di-
mensions and string material to
sound systems and rooftop ac-
cess.

Under official notifications
issued by the Lahore district ad-
ministration on the instructions
of Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz.

and support networks.
According to officials, the

operation severely damaged

militants’ command-and-con-
trol structures and disrupted
their ability to operate across

Staff Reporter:

Train services from Quetta, which
had been suspended following
serious security incidents across
Balochistan, have begun resum-
ing, bringing relief to stranded
passengers.
Railway authorities confirmed
that operations halted for the past
five days are now gradually be-
ing restored as the security situ-
ation improves.

According to officials, rail
services were suspended after

multiple militant attacks on Janu-
ary 31 damaged railway tracks at
various locations in the province.
Citing safety concerns, Pakistan
Railways temporarily stopped all
train operations from Quetta to
other parts of Balochistan and the
rest of the country.

Several major services, in-
cluding the Jaffar Express
(Quetta–Peshawar), Bolan Mail
(Quetta–Karachi),  and the
Chaman Passenger train, were af-
fected. The Jaffar Express travel-
ling from Peshawar was also
stopped at Jacobabad, while

ticket refunds were issued to im-
pacted passengers.

With conditions stabilizing,
the railway administration has an-
nounced the phased restoration
of services. The Chaman Passen-
ger train has departed from
Quetta according to its regular
schedule, while the Jaffar Express
bound for Peshawar has also re-
sumed operations from today.

Passengers have expressed
satisfaction over the restart, de-
scribing the route as a vital trans-
port link for the province.

Railway officials stated that

the Bolan Mail service between
Quetta and Karachi has not yet
fully resumed, but is expected to
restart within the next few days.
They added that repair work on
damaged tracks and security
clearance procedures are pro-
gressing swiftly to ensure safe
operations.

The restoration comes amid
ongoing security operations by
law enforcement agencies, which
have led to an improvement in the
overall situation.

Passengers said the suspen-
sion of train services had caused

significant hardship and dis-
rupted Balochistan’s connectiv-
ity with other provinces.

Authorities further empha-
sized that enhanced security ar-
rangements have been put in
place along railway routes to pre-
vent any untoward incidents.
Travelers have been advised to
confirm train schedules before de-
parture. The resumption of rail
services is seen as a significant
development, as Quetta Railway
Junction serves as a key link con-
necting Balochistan with the rest
of the country.

the province.
Law enforcement agen-

cies have detained several sus-

pects during ongoing search
and clearance operations.

 Authorities urged citi-
zens to cooperate with secu-
rity institutions by reporting
suspicious activity to help
prevent future attacks.

Situation Returning to
Normal

Shahid Rind stated that
the overall security situation
in Balochistan has improved
significantly, with normal life
resuming in most areas.

Educational activities
and public health campaigns
are continuing as planned, re-
flecting a gradual return to
stability.

Reaffirming the
government’s zero-tolerance
policy against terrorism,
Shahid Rind said no leniency
would be shown to militants,
their facilitators, or support-
ers.

He stressed that all in-
stitutions remain united in
their efforts to ensure lasting
peace and security in
Balochistan.
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Pakistan-Saudi Arabia
Defense Pact – A Historic

 Milestone in Bilateral Relations

Land Law and Its Importance in Pakistan
By Amir Hamza

Bashir:
Land is one of the
most valuable and con-
tested assets in Paki-
stan. The legal frame-
work that governs the
ownership, possession,
and transfer of land is
known as Land Law.
It ensures that prop-
erty rights are pro-
tected and that dis-
putes over land are re-
solved through legal
and transparent
means.

Land Revenue Act,
1967, and the Transfer
of Property Act, 1882,
remain the corner-
stone of land gover-
nance and property
transfer in the country.

records across Paki-
stan. However, it has
often been criticized
for corruption, manipu-
lation, and lack of
transparency. In re-
cent years, the gov-
ernment has initiated
significant reforms
through the Punjab
Land Records Author-
ity (PLRA) and other
provincial projects to
digitize land records
and reduce human in-

terference in property
registration and own-
ership verification.

Despite reforms,

certainty for investors
and ordinary citizens
alike.

To overcome
these challenges,
there is a strong need
for comprehensive
digital record-keeping,
specialized land tribu-
nals, and public
awareness campaigns
to educate citizens
about their property
rights.

Land law is not
just a legal framework
— it is the foundation
of economic stability
and social justice in
Pakistan.  A fair, trans-
parent, and efficient
land management sys-
tem encourages in-
vestment, infrastruc-
ture development, and
public trust in state in-
stitutions. Strengthen-
ing land laws and en-
suring their effective
implementation are vi-
tal steps toward
achieving legal cer-
tainty and sustainable
growth in Pakistan.

The Author is a
Student of LLB (7th
Semester).

Historical
Background
of Land Law
in Pakistan
The foundation of

land laws in Pakistan
was laid during the
British colonial era
through legislation
such as the Land Rev-
enue Act and the Reg-
istration Act.

After indepen-
dence in 1947, these
laws continued to
guide Pakistan’s land
management system.
Today, major statutes
like the West Pakistan

Land Record
Management
and Reforms

Traditionally, the
Patwari system has
been responsible for
maintaining land

Challenges in
Pakistan’s

Land System
Pakistan continues to
face issues like illegal
possession (land grab-
bing), forged docu-
ments, and slow judi-
cial processes. These
problems create un-

Neither Capitalism nor Communism
Aziz ur Rehman Agha
The Cold War may have
ended, but the ideologi-
cal clash between Capi-
talism and Communism
continues to shape glo-
bal politics, economics,
and international rela-
tions. Even today, global
alliances reflect these
old ideological divi-
sions.

However, both
Capitalist and Commu-
nist systems have failed
to manage political and
socio-economic affairs
effectively. One system
suppresses personal
freedom; the other deep-
ens inequality.  Both
carry serious structural
flaws that make them un-
suitable for modern so-
cieties.

 This calls for a new,
balanced approach —
one found in the Islamic
socio-economic and po-
litical philosophy, which
follows a middle path
between the two ex-
tremes.

The Flaws of Com-
munism

Communism lies at
one extreme of the ideo-
logical spectrum. It sup-
presses individual free-
doms such as speech,
press, and trade.

Historical examples
from Maoist China dur-
ing the Cultural Revolu-
tion (1966–1976) show
how intellectual expres-
sion was crushed —
books and music not
aligned with party ideol-
ogy were banned, and
private libraries were de-
stroyed. Similarly, in the
USSR, any deviation
from party thought was
treated as a crime.

E c o n o m i c a l l y,
Communism eliminates
private property and
discourages entrepre-
neurship. Without per-
sonal incentive, indi-
viduals lose motivation
to innovate and work for
economic growth. As a
result, this system ham-

pers development and
limits prosperity. The se-
vere restrictions on ba-
sic rights and freedoms
make Communism un-
sustainable in modern
nation-states.

The Problems with
Capitalism

On the other end

lies Capitalism, which
has enabled just 1% of
the world’s population
to control more wealth
than the remaining 99%
combined.

This system inher-
ently promotes eco-
nomic inequality, em-
powering elite industri-

alists while exploiting
the working class. Under
Capitalism, profit takes
precedence over people
— workers are overbur-
dened, and ethical val-
ues are often sacrificed
for industrial gains.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,
Capitalism’s obsession

with rapid industrializa-
tion and profit maximiza-
tion has led to environ-
mental destruction, re-
source depletion, and cli-
mate crises.

 It prioritizes wealth
accumulation over
sustainability. These in-
ternal contradictions —

growing inequality,
moral decay, and eco-
logical harm — make
Capitalism an unfit
model for an equitable,
sustainable society.

The Islamic Socio-
Economic Philosophy: A
Balanced Approach

Both Capitalism and

Communism fail be-
cause they represent ex-
tremes — one suffo-
cates freedom; the other
breeds inequality. Islam,
however, offers a bal-
anced socio-economic
philosophy that harmo-
nizes justice, freedom,
and social welfare.

The Islamic eco-
nomic system allows pri-
vate ownership and busi-
ness freedom, but regu-
lates them through moral
and legal checks. The
obligation of Zakat
(charity) redistributes
wealth, preventing con-
centration in the hands
of a few.

Meanwhile, the pro-
hibition of Riba (usury)
ensures financial fair-
ness and discourages
exploitation. Together,
these principles foster
economic justice, social
cohesion, and sustain-
able development.

Conclusion
Neither Capitalism

nor Communism pro-
vides a complete solu-
tion to humanity’s politi-
cal and economic chal-
lenges. Both contain in-
herent flaws — one cur-
tails human freedom, the
other destroys social
equality.

The Islamic socio-
economic model, how-
ever, offers the ideal
middle path — balanc-
ing individual rights
with collective welfare.
With its emphasis on jus-
tice, equality, and moral
responsibility, Islam pre-
sents the most sustain-
able and humane politi-
cal and economic phi-
losophy for the modern
world.

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms Needed to Fix the Crisis
Anjeela Kaynat:

Quetta, once a city
known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces an
escalating traffic crisis.
Every day, thousands of
commuters endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-
teriorating infrastruc-
ture. From rickshaws and
motorcycles to private
cars, the overwhelming
number of vehicles clogs
major roads, while en-
croachments and illegal
parking worsen the situ-
ation.

The city’s transport
system is on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities
and residents. This ar-
ticle explores the root
causes of Quetta’s traf-
fic woes, identifies the
most affected areas, and
outlines urgent solu-
tions to restore order to
the roads.

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infra-
structure

Quetta’s road net-
work, originally de-
signed during the colo-
nial era, was never in-
tended to accommodate
the city’s rapid popula-
tion growth and rising
number of vehicles. Al-

though the city was re-
built after the 1935 earth-
quake, its road capacity
has remained largely un-
changed, struggling to
support over 1.2 million
residents and the thou-
sands of vehicles added
each year.

Key roads such as
Jinnah Road, Sariab
Road, Liaquat Bazaar,
Masjid Road, and
Zarghoon Road have
become perpetual
bottlenecks, choked by
illegal encroachments,
unregulated parking,
and an ever-increasing
number of vehicles.
Without a structured ur-
ban transport model,
these roads remain
gridlocked, affecting
daily life and economic
activity.

Major Traffic Chal-
lenges in Quetta

Severe Congestion
on Key Roads

Traffic congestion
is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road, where
vehicles move at a
snail’s pace during peak
hours.

With no alternative
routes or bypasses, all
traffic is funneled
through these roads,

causing massive delays.
Key intersections, in-
cluding Balochistan Uni-
versity Chowk,

Meezan Chowk, and
Prince Road, frequently
experience severe traffic
jams.

The Surge of
Non-Custom Paid

(NCP) and Unregistered
Vehicles

The unchecked in-
flux of non-custom paid
(NCP) and unregistered
vehicles has com-
pounded the traffic cri-
sis.

A 2010 report esti-
mated over 50,000 NCP
vehicles on
Balochistan’s roads,
causing an annual rev-
enue loss of Rs 15 billion
to the national exche-
quer.

By 2024, this num-
ber has surged to nearly
80,000, with a significant
concentration in Quetta
(Excise and Taxation De-
partment, 2024).

Despite periodic
crackdowns, including
the 2023 seizure of 115
NCP vehicles worth Rs
982 million (ARY News,
2023),

enforcement efforts
have failed to stem the
tide. Quetta’s traffic po-
lice estimate that 40% of
vehicles in the city are

either unregistered or
NCP (Think Transporta-
tion, 2023), worsening
congestion and lawless-
ness on the roads.

Lack of a Proper
Public Transport System

Unlike other major
cities in Pakistan, Quetta
lacks an organized pub-
lic transport system.
With no buses or mass
transit options, residents
rely on rickshaws, motor-
cycles, and private cars,
further clogging the
roads. Over 50,000 rick-
shaws operate within the
city, creating congestion
in already packed areas
like Masjid Road and
Liaquat Bazaar (Traffic
Survey: Quetta Smart
and Safe City, 2023).

Although the gov-
ernment has revisited the
Quetta Mass Transit
Train project,

financial constraints
have delayed its execu-
tion, leaving residents
without an efficient alter-
native to private trans-
port.

Encroachments and
Illegal

Parking Worsen
Congestion

Unauthorized stalls
and illegal parking oc-
cupy nearly 30% of road
space in busy commer-
cial zones such as Prince

Road and Jinnah Road
(Think Transportation,
2023). Street vendors set
up shop on sidewalks,
forcing pedestrians onto
the roads, while shop-
keepers extend their
businesses onto public
spaces, further restrict-
ing traffic flow.

Deteriorating Road
Conditions

Over 60% of
Quetta’s roads are in dis-
repair, riddled with pot-
holes, cracks, and poor
drainage systems
(INRIX, 2024). Roads
such as Joint Road,
Sariab Road,

Sabzal Road, and
Nawa Killi are among the
worst affected. During
rainfall, flooding exacer-
bates the problem, mak-
ing navigation nearly im-
possible.

A tragic reminder of
Balochistan’s road infra-
structure crisis occurred
in 2024, when a bus
plunged into a ravine in
Washuk district due to
poor road conditions.
Despite promises of road
improvements, delays in
infrastructure projects
continue to endanger
commuters.

Weak Traffic Man-
agement and Enforce-
ment

A lack of proper traf-

fic regulation has led to
frequent violations, reck-
less driving, and rising
accidents.

With an inadequate
number of traffic police
officers on the roads,
many drivers ignore ba-
sic rules—running red
lights, driving on the
wrong side, and engag-
ing in dangerous maneu-
vers.

Although the
Balochistan government
announced plans to
build flyovers and under-
passes in 2024 to ease
congestion, financial
setbacks have stalled
these projects
(Balochistan Express,
2024).

Practical
 Solutions to Fix

Quetta’s Traffic Woes
To address Quetta’s

worsening traffic crisis, a
multi-faceted approach is
needed, combining road
expansion, better en-
forcement, and public
transport development.
Here are some key solu-
tions:

1. Road
Expansion and

Maintenance
• Widen key roads

such as Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road to ac-
commodate growing traf-

fic.
• Improve drainage

systems to prevent road
damage and flooding.

2. Regulating Non-
Custom Paid Vehicles

• Enforce stricter
measures to curb the in-
flux of NCP vehicles.

• Introduce policies
to register or phase out
unregistered vehicles.

3. Establishing a
Public Transport System

• Launch a city bus
service to provide an af-
fordable alternative to
private cars.

• Develop dedi-
cated bus lanes to im-
prove efficiency and re-
duce congestion.

4. Regulating Rick-
shaws and Motorcycles

• Implement route-
based restrictions for
rickshaws to prevent
congestion in commer-
cial hubs.

• Create designated
parking areas for rick-
shaws and motorcycles.

5. Strengthening
Traffic Law Enforcement

• Deploy more traf-
fic police officers to en-
sure compliance with
traffic rules.

• Impose heavier
fines and penalties on
reckless drivers.

6. Removing En-
croachments and Illegal

Parking
• Conduct regular

operations to clear roads
of unauthorized stalls
and illegally parked ve-
hicles.

• Establish alterna-
tive vending zones to
prevent the return of
street vendors.

7. Traffic Awareness
and Public Education

• Launch awareness
campaigns to educate
citizens on traffic rules
and road safety.

• Integrate basic traf-
fic education into school
curriculums to instill dis-
cipline in future genera-
tions.

Call to Action: A Col-
lective Responsibility

Every day, Quetta’s
residents face the frus-
tration of endless traffic
jams, reckless drivers,
and poorly managed
roads.  Yet, the problem
persists—not just be-
cause of weak gover-
nance, but because of
collective negligence.

Authorities must
act swiftly to expand
roads, enforce traffic
laws, and implement
public transport reforms.
Citizens, too, have a role
to play—by obeying traf-
fic rules,  avoiding ille-
gal parking, and discour-
aging encroachments.

Editorial:
For over eight decades, Pa-
kistan and Saudi Arabia
have enjoyed close and cor-
dial relations rooted in faith,
friendship, and mutual co-
operation. The recent visit
of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to the Kingdom has
further strengthened these
historic ties, marking a new
chapter in the relationship
between the two brotherly
nations.

SMDA An Unprec-
edented Event

The signing of a Stra-
tegic Mutual Defense
Agreement between Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman is
unprecedented. For the
first time, both states have
formally pledged that an
attack on one will be con-
sidered an attack on both.
This landmark pact is not
only a testament to their
shared commitment to
peace and security but also
a reflection of the growing
geopolitical importance of

Pakistan in the wider
Middle East and South
Asia. Over the years, Saudi
Arabia has stood firmly by
Pakistan, extending sup-
port in critical times,
whether financial, diplo-
matic, or strategic.

At the same time,
Pakistan has successfully
managed to maintain posi-
tive ties with both Saudi
Arabia and Iran, balancing
its role in a region often
marked by divisions. This
ability to uphold cordial re-
lations with diverse re-
gional players demon-
strates Islamabad’s matu-
rity in diplomacy.

China, Turkey And
Saudi Arabia Fully Sup-
port Pakistan

Equally significant is
the fact that Pakistan con-
tinues to receive consistent
and unconditional support
from major global actors
such as China, Turkey, and
Saudi Arabia. These rela-
tionships enhance
Pakistan’s leverage on the
international stage and

help consolidate its role as
a bridge between the Mus-
lim world and the global
community.

The defense agree-
ment with Saudi Arabia is,
therefore, a matter of im-
mense pride for the Paki-
stani nation.

 It not only secures
Pakistan’s strategic inter-
ests but also strengthens
the balance of power in the
region. Such developments
assure the people of Paki-
stan that their country is
not isolated but deeply en-
gaged in shaping the future
of regional security and co-
operation.

This Is Indeed A Na-
tional Achievement

This historic step de-
serves to be celebrated as a
national achievement. It is
a reflection of Pakistan’s
enduring diplomacy and its
ability to transform long-
standing friendships into
strategic partnerships that
ensure stability, prosperity,
and peace for generations
to come.
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India to sign trade deal with United
States in March, minister says

Last US-Russia nuclear treaty ends in ‘grave moment’ for world
NEWS DESK:The last
nuclear treaty between
Russia and the United
States expired Thurs-
day, abruptly ending de-
cades of restrictions on
how many warheads the
two top powers can de-
ploy and triggering fears
of a global arms race.

New START (Stra-
tegic Arms Reduction
Treaty), signed during a
warmer period of rela-
tions, ended with the
turn of the calendar to
February 5, with US
President Donald
Trump not following up
on Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin’s pro-
posal to extend the
treaty’s limits for one
year.

United Nations
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres called it a
“grave moment for inter-
national peace and secu-
rity” and urged Wash-
ington and Moscow to
head quickly to the ne-
gotiating table.

“For the first time in
more than half a century,
we face a world without
any binding limits on the
strategic nuclear arse-
nals of the Russian Fed-
eration and the United

States of America,”
Guterres said in a state-
ment, which considered
the treaty over at mid-
night GMT or 7pm in
New York.“This dissolu-
tion of decades of
achievement could not
come at a worse time —

the risk of a nuclear
weapon being used is
the highest in decades,”
he said, after Russian
suggestions of using
tactical nuclear weapons
early in the Ukraine war.

Pope Leo XIV said
each side needed to do

Israeli strikes kill three children, 18
others in Gaza

Ukraine and Russia resume US-
brokered peace talks in Abu Dhabi

NEWS DESK:Ukraine
and Russia started a sec-
ond day of US-brokered
talks in Abu Dhabi on
Thursday, after a first
day described as pro-
ductive and positive by
both Kyiv and Moscow.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin's envoy,
Kirill Dmitriev, said on
Thursday that there was
progress and a positive
movement forward in
talks on how to end the
four-year war.

Ukraine's top nego-
tiator, Rustem Umerov,
said after Wednesday's
meetings that the discus-
sions were "meaningful
and productive, focus-
ing on concrete steps
and practical solutions".

Announcing the
start of the second day
of talks, he said the offi-
cials would work in the
same formats as during
their first day - trilateral
consultations,  group
discussions, and then
again joint coordination
of the positions.

"The second day of
negotiations in Abu
Dhabi has begun,"
Umerov said on the Tele-
gram app.

Dmitriev said that
active work was under-
way torestore Russia's
relations with the United
States, including within
the framework of a US-
Russia working group
on the economy.

"The warmongers
from Europe, from Brit-
ain, are constantly trying
to interfere with this pro-
cess, constantly trying
to meddle in it.

And the more such
attempts there are, the

more we see that
progress is definitely
being made," Dmitriev
said.

"There is positive
movement forward," he
said, in comments sup-
plied by his press ser-
vice.

Trump's pressure to
find a compromise

US President
Donald Trump's admin-
istration has pushed
both Kyiv and Moscow
to find a compromise to
end the war, but the two
sides appear to remain
far apart on key points
despite several rounds
of talks with US officials.

Ukrainian officials
have said that this round
of talks was different
compared with previous
attempts, as the Russian

Trump suggests ‘softer touch’
needed on immigration

NEWS DESK:United
States President Donald
Trump suggested on
Wednesday that a
“softer touch” may be
needed on immigration,
as his administration
said 700 federal officers
would be pulled from
Minnesota but that
mass deportations
would not stop.

The fatal shootings
of two protesters by fed-
eral officers in Minne-
apolis last  month
sparked widespread out-
rage in the United States
and calls for an end to
immigration raids in the
Midwestern city, but
Trump’s administration
has been reluctant to
shift course.

“I learned that
maybe we could use a
little bit of a softer touch.
But you still have to be
tough,” Trump said in an

interview with NBC’s
“Nightly News” when
asked what he had
learned from Minneapo-
lis.

Trump’s border
chief Tom Homan had
earlier announced that
700 federal officers
would be withdrawn
from Minnesota, but said
the contentious deploy-
ment would continue,
with about 2,000 agents
remaining after the draw-
down.

And in an interview
with Laura Ingraham on
Fox News later in the
day, he vowed that re-
movals of undocu-
mented migrants would
continue.“Mass depor-
tations are here, they’re
coming, we’re already
breaking records, and
we’re not going to
stop,” Homan said.

‘A step in the right

direction’The mayor of
Minneapolis and the
governor of Minnesota
— both Democrats —
described the an-
nouncement of the pull-
back from the city as “a
step in the right direc-
tion,” but called for the
federal government to
move faster in winding
down its immigration op-
erations in the state.

Homan — sent as a
replacement to oversee
the crackdown in Min-
neapolis as anger over
the fatal shootings and
the government’s false
accounts of them grew
— said the reduction
would take effect imme-
diately. He cited in-
creased cooperation
with local authorities.

Homan said there
are now “more officers
taking custody of crimi-
nal aliens directly from
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NEWS DESK:India
and the United States
expect to sign a long-
awaited formal trade
deal in March, after
which New Delhi will
reduce tariffs on US
goods, Trade Minister
Piyush Goyal said on
Thursday.

They will issue a
joint statement in four
or five days, prompt-

“everything possible” to
avert a new arms race.

“I urge you not to
abandon this instrument
without seeking to en-
sure that it is followed up
in a concrete and effec-
tive manner,” the Ameri-
can-born pope said at

his weekly general
audience.Russia’s for-
eign ministry said it con-
sidered that both coun-
tries are “no longer
bound by any obliga-
tions or symmetrical
declarations within the
context of the treaty.”

“The Russian Fed-
eration intends to act re-
sponsibly and pru-
dently,” it added, but
warned it was ready to
take “decisive” counter-
measures if its national
security is threatened.

US demands China

involvement
Trump has fre-

quently lashed out at in-
ternational limits on the
United States and called
for nuclear testing to re-
sume after a long mora-
torium, although he has
not followed up.

But some observ-
ers say the expiration of
New START owes less
to ideology than to the
workings of the Trump
administration, where
career diplomats are
sidelined, simply not
having the bandwidth to
negotiate a complex
agreement.

Trump, asked in Oc-
tober in front of his heli-
copter about Putin’s
proposal for a one-year
extension,  said i t
sounded “like a good
idea”, but there were no
subsequent negotia-
tions.

US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said
on Wednesday that
Trump would make a de-
cision later and reiter-
ated a call for a new
agreement that includes
China.

“The president’s
been clear in the past that
in order to have true
arms control in the 21st
century, it’s impossible
to do something that
doesn’t include China,
because of their vast
and rapidly growing
stockpile,” Rubio said.

delegation also included
military teams.

The most compli-
cated issues are
Moscow's demands that
Kyiv cede land it still
controls in the eastern
Donetsk region and the
fate of the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant,
Europe's largest, which
is in a Russian-occupied
area.As a precondition
for any deal, Moscow
wants Kyiv to pull its
troops from all of the
Donetsk region, includ-
ing a line of heavily for-
tified cities regarded as
one of Ukraine's stron-
gest defences.

Ukraine has said
the conflict should be
frozen along the current
front lines and rejects
any unilateral pullback

of its forces. Kyiv says
it wants control of the
Zaporizhzhia power
plant.

Russia occupies
about 20% of Ukraine's
national territory, includ-
ing Crimea and parts of
the eastern Donbas re-
gion seized before the
2022 invasion.

Analysts say Rus-
sia has gained about
1.5% of Ukrainian terri-
tory since early 2024.

After heavy Rus-
sian airstrikes on
Ukraine overnight on
Tuesday, ahead of the
talks, there were fewer
reports of attacks on
Thursday.

Kyiv's mayor said
two people were injured
in a drone strike over-
night in the capital.

the jails” rather than de-
taining them on the
streets — efforts that
require fewer personnel.

Before the launch of
the high-profile crack-
down in Minnesota,
there were only 150 fed-
eral immigration officers
in the state, he said.

‘Mass deporta-
tions’

Homan also
stressed he would stay
in Minneapolis — which
has become a major
flashpoint in Trump’s
overall  immigration
policy — “until we get it
all done”.

“President Trump
fully intends to achieve
mass deportations dur-
ing this administration,
and immigration en-
forcement actions will
continue every day
throughout this coun-
try,” Homan said.

Minneapolis Mayor
Jacob Frey welcomed
the reduction in federal
personnel but said on X
that the US immigration
operation in Minneapo-
lis — dubbed Metro
Surge — must end “im-
mediately.”

Minnesota Gover-
nor Tim Walz took a simi-
lar stance, calling for a
“faster and larger draw-
down of forces” and
state-led investigations
into the killings of the
two Minneapolis pro-
testers.

Federal agents shot
and killed an unarmed
woman, 37-year-old
Renee Good, as she at-
tempted to drive away
from an encounter with
ICE agents last month.

NEWS DESK:Israeli
strikes killed at least 21
people in the Gaza Strip
on Wednesday, as the
Israeli military continues
to violate a US-brokered
truce that entered its
second phase last
month, according to Pal-
estinian health officials.

The latest strikes
occurred days after Is-
rael partially reopened
the Rafah crossing be-
tween Gaza and Egypt.
The crossing serves as
the primary gateway for
Palestinians to the out-
side world that does not
pass through Israeli
territory.Gaza’s health
ministry, which operates
under Hamas authority,
said 21 people were
killed and 38 others were
wounded in the series of
strikes. Medical officials
noted that three children
were among the dead.

Aid shortage
The casualties were

distributed across sev-
eral facilities. Three bod-
ies were brought to
Nasser Hospital follow-
ing strikes on homes and
tents for displaced per-
sons in southern Khan
Yunis, while 14 more
bodies were transported

to Al Shifa Hospital in
Gaza City.

“We also received
dozens of wounded.
The situation is ex-
tremely difficult in the
hospitals of Gaza Strip
due to the severe short-
age of medicines and
medical supplies,” said
Abu Salmiya, an official
at Al Shifa Hospital.

The humanitarian
crisis remains acute as
Israel continues to scru-
tinise all aid entering the
besieged coastal en-
clave. The current
ceasefire originally took
effect Oct 10 of last year,
following two years of
instability and conflict

that intensified in Octo-
ber 2023.Under reported
pressure from the United
States, Israel recently
allowed the Rafah cross-
ing to open, though pas-
sage is currently limited
to patients and their
companions.

Since Monday, sick
and wounded Palestin-
ians have been moving
into Egypt for treatment.
On Tuesday alone, 45
people crossed into
Egypt, while 42 entered
the territory, according
to the Palestinian Red
Crescent Society.

Funding issues
On the diplomatic

front, the US has yet to

secure funding for its
ambitious Gaza recon-
struction plan. Potential
donors are reportedly
hesitant to commit
funds, citing concerns
that disagreements over
Hamas’ disarmament
could lead Israel to re-
sume “full-scale war.”

Under the plan pro-
posed by the Trump ad-
ministration, Hamas is
required to lay down its
weapons. The proposal
calls for a staged Israeli
withdrawal as the group
disarms, with recon-
struction overseen by a
“Board of Peace”
chaired by the US presi-
dent.

ing Washington to cut
duties on Indian ex-
ports to 18% from
50%, he added, laying
out the first official
timeline for the adop-
tion of the deal since
it was unveiled on
Monday.

President Donald
Trump announced the
surprise trade deal
with India,

which slashes US
tariffs on Indian goods
in exchange for India
putting a halt to Rus-
sian oil purchases and
lowering trade barri-
ers.

Goyal said India
will import at least
$500 billion worth of
energy, aircraft and
chips,

among other pur-

chases from the
United States over the
next five years.

Its orders from
companies such as
planemaker Boeing
BA.N could amount
to $70 billion to $80 bil-
lion, he added.

"If you add en-
gines, it will probably
cross $100 billion,"
Goyal said.
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Fishing Net donation ceremony held at Gwadar Port 

Peace with India possible only on equal
terms, says PM Shehbaz

Military leadership reiterates unwavering
support for Kashmiris' struggle for freedom

MUZAFFARABAD
(INP):  Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday said Paki-
stan desires peace, but
stressed that peace
can only be sustained
on the basis of equal-
ity, warning that Paki-
stan would respond to
India in the same lan-
guage it chooses to
use. Addressing a spe-
cial session of the
Azad Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative
Assembly on the oc-
casion of Youm-e-
Kashmir, the prime
minister said lasting
peace in the region
would remain elusive
unless India abandons
its aggressive designs.

He said the
Kashmiri people were

willing to sacrifice
even their children but
would never relinquish
their right to freedom,
adding that voices for
independence were
echoing from every
corner of Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

The prime minis-
ter praised Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar for effectively
highlighting the Kash-
mir issue at interna-
tional forums, calling
his efforts commend-
able.

Shehbaz Sharif
accused India of spon-
soring terrorism in Pa-
kistan through proxy
elements and said that
during the recent war
in 2025, Pakistan had

inflicted a humiliating
defeat on India.

He paid tribute to
every leader, citizen
and member involved
in the Kashmir free-
dom struggle and ex-
pressed deep sorrow
over the passing of
former president of
Azad Kashmir Barris-
ter Sultan Mahmood
Chaudhry. The prime
minister announced
that a service centre
on the model of
Islamabad would be
established in
Muzaffarabad and
said the government
was also planning to
build a state-of-the-art
Danish University in
the city. Addressing
the session, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Chief of Army Staff and
Chief of Defence
Forces, Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir,
Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral Naveed Ashraf
and Chief of Air Staff
Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmed Baber
Sidhu, on behalf of the
armed forces of Paki-
stan, reaffirmed their
unwavering support
for the resilient people
of Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK) in
their epic struggle for
self-determination.

On the solemn oc-
casion of Kashmir Soli-
darity Day, the Pakistan
Armed Forces strongly
condemned grave vio-
lations of human rights
in IIOJK, including ex-
trajudicial killings, en-

forced disappearances,
arbitrary detentions,
and attempts to alter
the demographic and
political landscape of
the region,

 with blatant disre-
gard for international
law.

“We reiterate that a
just and peaceful reso-
lution of the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute, in
accordance with rel-
evant United Nations
Security Council Reso-
lutions and the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri
people,

remains essential
for lasting peace and
stability in South Asia.
The international com-
munity must take con-
crete and meaningful
action to alleviate the
suffering of the
Kashmiri people.”

The Armed Forces
of Pakistan remain
steadfast in their duty
to safeguard
Pakistan’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity,
and unwavering in their
solidarity with their
Kashmiri brothers and
sisters in their rightful
quest for freedom and
dignity.

Kashmir Solidarity
Day is being observed
across the country to-
day (Thursday) to ex-
press solidarity with
the Kashmiri people
who are struggling for
their right to self-deter-
mination under United
Nations (UN) resolu-
tions.

This year, the Day
is being observed in
Pakistan and other
parts of the world at a
time when Indian

atrocities in occupied
Kashmir have reached
a new level of oppres-
sion and human rights’
denial to crush the in-
digenous freedom
movement against the
subjugating forces.

The objective to
observe the day is to
draw the attention of
the world community
to play its role for re-
solving the lingering
Kashmir dispute in ac-
cordance with the UN
resolutions.

The Kashmiri
people living in the Azad
Kashmir, Pakistan and
other parts of the world
will also observe the
Solidarity Day with the
renewed pledge to con-
tinue their freedom
movement till  they
achieve their right to
self-determination.

Prime Minister Faisal
Mumtaz Rathore
thanked the people of
Pakistan for express-
ing solidarity with the
Kashmiri people.

He said that de-
spite the presence of
around 800,000 Indian
troops, the occupying
forces had failed to
suppress the thoughts
and aspirations of the
Kashmiri people, add-
ing that Pakistan’s po-
litical and military
leadership stood firmly
with Kashmiris.

The AJK prime
minister said the sac-
rifices made for the
Kashmir freedom
movement would con-
tinue and expressed
confidence that these
sacrifices would ulti-
mately bear fruit.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Embassy of
People’s Republic of
China held a fishing net
donation ceremony at
Gwadar Port, donating
675 fishing nets for lo-
cal fishermen.

Shah Fahad, Assis-
tant Director Fisheries
Department Balochistan
received the nets on be-
half of the local fisher-
men. Representatives
from China Overseas
Ports Holding Company

(Pakistan) Ltd. (COPHC)
and local fishermen at-
tended the ceremony,
took place recently.

Consignment of do-
nation of fishing nets for
around 150 Gwadar fish-
ermen arrived in Gwadar

on January 12.
Total number of

packages includes 45.
Each bag covers 15
packs of net, 1 bundle of
orange rope, 6 bundles
of small rope. 

Each package will be

used by 5-6 fishermen in
group. Donation con-
signment has reached
into hands of Fisheries
Department that will fur-
ther distribute the items
to the needy fishermen
of Gwadar. This is the

first batch of the con-
signment.  More items
will be delivered by the
Consulate to the local
fishing community in the
coming months.

In the past, Gwadar
fishermen were gifted

small engines, fishing
nets, special incubators,
marine life-saving kits,
and other livelihood ma-
terials from the Chinese
Consulate in Karachi at
a donation ceremony.

Gwadar Fisheries

Association official ex-
pressed gratitude to the
consulate. He noted that
an efficient distribution
of the supplies to the
fishermen will help them
meet their ends effi-
ciently.

Kashmir is not a dispute
but a nuclear flashpoint:

Mushaal Mulick

Amir Muqam reaffirms
Pakistan’s support for
Kashmir at Islamabad

Solidarity Rally

Secuirty Forces sucessfuly conclude
Operation Radd-ul-Fitna-1

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Mushaal Hussein
Mulick, wife of incarcer-
ated Hurriyat leader
Muhammad Yasin Malik,
on Kashmir solidarity
day warned that Kash-
mir is not merely a politi-
cal dispute but one of
the world’s most dan-
gerous nuclear
flashpoints, as she is-
sued a video message on
Kashmir Solidarity Day
urging the international
community to end its si-
lence over she described
as systematic repression
in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK).

In her message,
Mushaal Mulick said
that Yasin Malik is cur-
rently confined to a
death cell, alleging that
the Indian government
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is at-
tempting to execute him
in a bid to silence the
Kashmiri leadership and
suppress the freedom
movement.

She stressed that
the issue was not limited
to one individual or one
family, but reflected a

broader attempt to col-
lectively punish and si-
lence the entire
Kashmiri nation.

“Kashmir is not just
a territorial issue; it is a
nuclear flashpoint with
serious implications for
regional and global
peace,” she said, adding
that keeping Yasin Malik
in a death cell was tan-
tamount to sentencing
an entire people for de-
manding their legitimate
rights.

Mushaal Mulick
continued that voices
calling for peace and
freedom in Kashmir had
been criminalised, ques-
tioning whether seeking
peace and liberty had
now become a crime for
Kashmiris.

“Every tear is re-
stricted, every heartbeat
lives in fear, what kind of
justice is this?” she
asked. She further la-
mented what she termed
the continued silence of
the international commu-
nity, stating that vio-
lence and state repres-
sion were being carried
out openly in Kashmir
without accountability.

Basant preparations in full swing across Lahore

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Security forces have
successfully concluded
Operation Radd-ul-
Fitna-1 in Balochistan.

According to the
ISPR, under this a series
of coordinated, swift,
and intelligence driven
operations were con-
ducted against Indian
sponsored terrorist ele-
ments seeking to disrupt
peace and development
by targeting innocent ci-
vilians, including women
and children.

It mentioned that
operations were initiated
on 29th of last month in
Panjgur and the out-
skirts of Harnai District
after credible and veri-
fied intelligence con-
firmed the presence of
terrorist elements pos-
ing an imminent threat to
local public. During this
phase, Security Forces
undertook operations
against identified terror-
ist hideouts, resulting in
the elimination of forty
one terrorists affiliated
with Indian proxy net-
works.

Subsequently, ag-
gressive and steadfast
responses by the brave
security forces effec-
tively thwarted the des-
perate attacks of Fitna al
Hindustan to destabilize
the peace of
Balochistan.  Sequel to
these a broader series of
intelligence-based op-
erations were launched
in multiple areas to dis-
mantle terrorist sleeper
cells through sustained

combing and sanitiza-
tion operations.

Through meticu-
lous planning, action-
able intelligence, and
seamless joint execution
Pakistan’s Security
Forces and Law Enforce-
ment Agencies with sup-
port  of Intelligence
Agencies under Opera-
tion Radd-ul-Fitna-1 re-
sponded with precision
and resolve.

As a result of these
well-coordinated en-
gagements and subse-
quent clearance opera-
tions, two hundred and
sixteen terrorists have
been killed, significantly
degrading the leader-
ship,  command-and-
control structures and
operational capabilities
of terrorist networks.

The ISPR in its
statement said that a
substantial cache of for-
eign-origin weapons,
ammunition, explosives
and equipment has also
been recovered during
the process. Preliminary
analysis indicates sys-
tematic external facilita-
tion and logistical sup-
port to these extremist
proxies. During these
operations, thirty six in-
nocent civilians, includ-
ing women and chil-
dren, embraced
shahadat, while twenty
two brave Security
Forces and Law Enforce-
ment Agencies’ person-
nel made the ultimate
sacrifice in defence of
Pakistan’s territorial in-
tegrity and the protec-

tion of its citizens. Their
courage, professional-
ism, and unwavering
commitment reflect the
highest traditions of ser-
vice. The ISPR said the
nation honours their
sacrifice and stands in
solidarity with the fami-
lies of all martyrs.

The ISPR stated
that Pakistan Armed
Forces remain steadfast
in their resolve to com-
bat terrorism in all its
forms and manifesta-
tions under the ambit of
Government of Pakistan
National Action Plan
(NAP) and  counter ter-
rorism operations will
continue with full deter-
mination until the com-
plete elimination of ter-
rorist threats.

It said that Opera-
tion Radd-ul-Fitna-1
stands as a testament to
Pakistan’s and particu-
larly  Balochistan’s
proud peoples’ unwa-
vering commitment to
always prefer peace over
violence, unity over di-
vision and development
over violence.

President Asif Ali
Zardari has commended
security forces and law
enforcement agencies
over the successful
completion of Operation
Radd-ul-Fitna 1 in
Balochistan. In a state-
ment, he noted that the
timely action of  security
forces thwarted the ne-
farious attempts of Fitna
al Hindustan to disrupt
peace in Balochistan.

The President said

eradication of foreign
backed terrorism is our
top priority.  He ex-
pressed satisfaction that
intelligence-based coor-
dinated operations
crippled the leadership
and capacity of the for-
eign backed terrorist net-
works.

Asif Ali Zardari paid
tribute to the innocent
civilians and security
personnel who em-
braced martyrdom dur-
ing the operation, ex-
pressing condolences to
their families.

He said the nation
salutes the sacrifices of
martyrs and stands
united against terrorism.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif also paid tribute
to the officers and per-
sonnel of the security
forces, as well as the
leadership of Armed
Forces, for the success
of Operation Operation
Radd-ul-Fitna-I. In a
statement, he praised the
professional capabilities
of the security forces for
breaking the back of the
enemies of peace and
development in
Balochistan during the
operation. The Prime
Minister emphasized
that Pakistani nation can
never forget the sacri-
fices of its martyrs. He
vowed that the cowardly
terrorists' malicious at-
tempts to sabotage the
peace of Balochistan by
targeting innocent civil-
ians would always be
crushed.

LAHORE (INP):  After 25
years, the sky will be
filled with colors tomor-
row and there will be
noise on every rooftop
and an atmosphere of
celebration in every
house on the occasion
of Basant.

Youths rushed to
shops in the markets of
the city to buy kites and
strings.  Some citizens
have completed their
shopping of kites and
strings with decorating
their roofs but some
people still are looking
for strings and kites.
Youth said Basant is the
identity of our culture
but we heard stories in

childhood about the
Basant festival and its
festivity and now we will
celebrate Basant our-
selves.

With one day left in
the Basant festival and
the influx of buyers of
kites and string contin-
ued at Mochi Gate and
other markets of the city.

Citizens are looking
for goody door at a rea-
sonable price for the last
day of Basant but kites
and string and prices
have reached the sky
due to which citizens are
worried. Similarly, citi-
zens started booking
drums for the Hale Gale
while drummers started

asking for Rs5,000 for a
four-hour booking.

The rates for book-
ing for the three days of
Basant will be Rs15,000
and the time of booking,

the drummers
played drums on differ-
ent tunes and citizens
danced. On the other
hand, DHA residents
begun preparations for
three-day Basant Festi-
val in Defence Phase IX
Prism. The venue for the
three-day Basant Festi-
val starting tomorrow
has begun to be deco-
rated. Security arrange-
ments have also been fi-
nalized to ensure the
safety of citizens.

A stage for concerts
and musical shows is be-
ing built on the Phase
IX Prism Main Boule-
vard. Tickets have been
issued for entry to the
Basant Festival in Phase
IX.

Artists including
Naseebo Lal, Arif Lohar,
Nimra Mehr, Raga Boys,
Ali Zafar and others will
perform.

Food stalls and
drum performances have
been arranged for the
Basant Festival. On the
special instructions of
the Administrator DHA,
citizens will get to see the
biggest Basant Mela in
DHA.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for
Kashmir Affairs Engi-
neer Amir Muqam on
Thursday reaffirmed
Pakistan’s continued
political, moral and dip-
lomatic support for the
people of Kashmir while
addressing a Kashmir
Solidarity Day gathering
in Islamabad. Speaking
at the event marking
February 5, observed
annually as Kashmir
Solidarity Day, the min-
ister said the occasion
symbolised Pakistan’s
enduring commitment to
the Kashmiri people and
their right to self-deter-
mination, which he
noted had been
recognised in United
Nations Security Coun-
cil resolutions.

Muqam said the
Kashmir dispute re-
mained an unresolved
international issue for
more than seven de-
cades and stressed that
lasting peace and stabil-
ity in South Asia de-
pended on a just and
peaceful settlement.

He called on the in-
ternational community,
particularly the United
Nations, to play a more
active role in ensuring
implementation of rel-
evant resolutions and
addressing human
rights concerns in the
region. The minister
criticised India’s August
5, 2019 actions in the re-
gion, describing them as
unilateral measures that
had worsened the hu-
man rights situation.

He referred to re-
strictions on political
activity, detentions, and
limits on civil liberties,
urging global attention
to these developments.
Highlighting Pakistan’s
recent diplomatic en-
gagement on the issue,
Muqam paid tribute to
the country’s political
and military leadership
for raising the Kashmir
matter at international
forums. He said national
unity remained essential
in advocating the
Kashmiri cause through
diplomatic and political
channels.

PHNOM PENH- CAMBODIA: Chairman Senate Of Pakistan, Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani in a meeting  Samdech Maha Rathsapheathika
Thipadei Khuon Sudary, President of the National Assembly of Cambodia.

HYDERABAD: Workers of Jamat-e-Islami hold a rally to express solidarity with Kashmir on Kash-
mir Day outside Hyderabad Press CLub(HPC).

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan addressing the 10th Session of the
Joint Ministerial Commission between Pakistan and Jordan.



BALOCHISTAN05 Friday,February.06.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Governor Balochistan Jaffar Khan Mandokhail Highlights
Role of NGOs in Public Welfare

Grand Rally Held at
Pakistan House Sui to

Express Solidarity with
Kashmir and Pay Tribute

to Pakistan Army

DC Major (R) Ilyas Kubzai Chairs Evening Review
Meeting on Final Day of Polio Campaign

SIBI : An evening
review meeting on the
final day of the polio
vaccination campaign
was held under the
chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Sibi, Major (R) Ilyas
Kubzai.

The meeting con-
ducted a detailed re-
view of cases involv-
ing still-missed chil-
dren,

Non-Accessible
(NA) areas, and chil-
dren of refusal par-
ents identified during
the campaign.

District Administration Holds Rally to
Express Solidarity with Kashmiris

KHUZDAR : The Dis-
trict  Administration
Khuzdar, under the lead-
ership of Deputy Com-
missioner Abdul Razzaq
Sasoli, organized a soli-
darity rally with the
people of Kashmir to
mark Kashmir Solidarity
Day.

The rally was at-
tended by SSP Khuzdar
Umar Abbas Babar, As-
sistant Commissioner
Hafeezullah Kakar, Dis-
trict Education Officer
Abid Hussain Baloch,
District Manager PPHI
Munir Ahmed Baloch,
the President of
An j u ma n -e -Ta j r a n
Khuzdar, district offic-
ers, representatives of
the Hindu Panchayat,
and people belonging to
various walks of life.

Participants of the
rally raised slogans of
“Kashmir Banay Ga Pa-
kistan” and “Pakistan
Zindabad”.

The rally started
from the DC Office
Khuzdar,  passed
through Maulana
Muhammad Umar Deen

DC Mansoor Qazi
Reaffirms Pakistan’s

Firm Support for
Kashmiris on Kashmir

Solidarity Day

QUETTA : Governor
of Balochistan, Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail, has
said that alongside
government depart-
ments, private devel-
opment organizations
also play a vital role in
public welfare, and
that both sectors can
strengthen mutual co-
ordination to bring real
and positive change in
society for the service
of the people.

He expressed
these views while
talking to a delegation
of Muslim Hands, led
by Regional Head
Malik Naeem,

during a meeting
at the Governor
House Quetta.
Ataullah Durrani and
Jameel Ahmed were
also present on the
occasion.

The Governor ap-
preciated the efforts of
Muslim Hands in vari-
ous districts of
Balochistan, particu-
larly in the fields of
education, healthcare,
and provision of clean
drinking water, term-

Kashmir Solidarity Day Rally Held Under
DC Capt (R) Zulfiqar Ali Karrar

ing their initiatives
commendable and
impactful.

Governor Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail said
that Balochistan has a
sparse and widely

SUI : A grand rally was
organized today at Pa-
kistan House, Sui, un-
der the leadership of
District Chairman Dera
Bugti and tribal elder
Wadera Ghulam Nabi
Bugti, renowned tribal
leader Wadera Shah
Murad Khan Bugti, and
Wadera Mir
Muhammad.

The rally was held
to mark Kashmir Soli-
darity Day (February
5) and to pay tribute to
the courageous efforts
of the Pakistan Army
against terrorism in
Balochistan.

The rally started
from Pakistan House
Sui and concluded at
the central bazaar of
Sui.

A large number of
political figures, youth,
and patriotic members
of the Bugti tribe par-
ticipated enthusiasti-
cally, sending a clear
message of unity and
national solidarity.

Participants reiter-
ated that they stand
firmly with the op-
pressed people of
Kashmir and are shoul-
der to shoulder with the
Pakistan Army against
enemies of peace in
Balochistan.

Speakers praised
the Pakistan Army for
its bravery, sacrifices,
and unwavering deter-
mination, stating that
its successful fight
against terrorism is a
source of pride for the
entire nation.

During the rally,
participants raised slo-
gans in favor of Paki-
stan, Kashmir, and the
Pakistan Army, while
strongly condemning
Indian-sponsored ter-
rorism.

They affirmed that
the people of
Balochistan and the
Baloch nation stand
united with Pakistan
and will continue to do
so at all times.

Puri Library, and con-
cluded back at the DC
Office. Addressing the
participants,  Deputy
Commissioner Abdul
Razzaq Sasoli said that
Kashmir is the jugular
vein of Pakistan and can
never become a part of
India.  He stated that In-
dia has turned Kashmir
into a military garrison,
yet has failed to win the
hearts of the Kashmiri
people, whose hearts, he
said, beat with Pakistan.

He added that ob-

serving Kashmir Solidar-
ity Day across the coun-
try is meant to convey a
clear message to the
world that Pakistan
stands firmly with the
Kashmiri people and will
continue to support
them until  they are
granted their right to
self-determination.

He reaffirmed
Pakistan’s moral and
diplomatic support for
the Kashmiri cause.

The Deputy Com-
missioner urged the in-

ternational community
to take serious notice of
Indian atrocities in occu-
pied Kashmir and to play
its role by pressuring
India to allow Kashmiris
their legitimate right to
self-determination.

He concluded by
saying that India can
never erase Pakistan’s
love from the hearts of
Kashmiris,  and ex-
pressed confidence that
Kashmir will one day be
free, while India will ulti-
mately face failure.

scattered population,
making the provision
of basic facilities a
challenging task.

He urged interna-
tional organizations
and non-governmental

organizations (NGOs)
to extend their support
and guidance in deliv-
ering essential ser-
vices to the people of
the province, espe-
cially in remote and

underdeveloped ar-
eas.

He emphasized
that development part-
ners should expand
their welfare and hu-
manitarian activities to

rural regions, so that
the people living there
may also benefit from
the outcomes of de-
velopment initiatives
and enjoy improved liv-
ing standards.

During the meet-
ing, it was decided that
re-vaccination teams
would be dispatched
immediately to ensure
that all missed children
are administered polio
drops without delay. In
this regard,

 Assistant Com-
missioner Sibi,
Mansoor Ali Shah, vis-
ited various areas
along with field teams
to personally oversee
coverage of missed
children and ensure
the administration of
polio drops.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Major (R)
Ilyas Kubzai issued
strict instructions that
all remaining children,
including those of re-
fusal parents, must be
vaccinated the same
day after providing
proper awareness to
parents.

He personally
contacted parents of
refusal cases by
phone, held detailed
discussions regarding
the importance of po-
lio vaccination, and en-

sured that teams were
immediately sent to
their homes to vacci-
nate the children.

The Deputy Com-
missioner made it
clear that a zero-toler-
ance policy would be
adopted for polio
eradication

and that 100 per-
cent vaccination cov-
erage must be ensured
at all costs, reaffirm-
ing the district
administration’s firm
commitment to
achieving a polio-free
Pakistan.

PISHIN : Deputy
Commissioner Pishin,
Mansoor Qazi, on the
occasion of Kashmir
Solidarity Day,

said that Pakistan
has always been a
strong supporter of the
long-standing rights of
the Kashmiri people
and remains firmly
committed to raising
its voice at the global
level for their freedom
and right to self-deter-
mination.

In his message,
Mansoor Qazi em-
phasized that the
struggle and sacrifices
of the Kashmiri
people will always be
remembered in history,
adding that feelings of
solidarity with
Kashmiris live in the
heart of every Paki-
stani.

He said that the
people of Balochistan
stand united with their
Kashmiri brothers and
sisters and will con-
tinue to raise their
voice for the protec-
tion of Kashmiri rights
at every forum.

The Deputy Com-
missioner stated that
Kashmir Solidarity
Day is not limited to a
single day,

but represents an
ongoing struggle and
unwavering unity in
support of the

Kashmiri people’s
right to self-determina-
tion.

He urged the pub-
lic to actively partici-
pate in special events,
seminars,

and educational
activities to express
solidarity with
Kashmiris and to re-
mind the international
community that safe-
guarding

the rights of the
Kashmiri people is a
global responsibility.

Mansoor Qazi
further said that the
Government of Paki-
stan and the local ad-
ministration are fully
committed to promot-
ing peace, brother-
hood,

and human rights,
and will continue to
demonstrate complete
cooperation and soli-
darity with the
Kashmiri people.

Concluding his
message, he said that
Kashmir Solidarity
Day reminds us that
our relationship with
the Kashmiri people is
not only emotional, but
also a moral,

legal, and humani-
tarian responsibility,
and reaffirmed
Pakistan’s resolve to
continue its support for
the just cause of the
Kashmiri people.

NASIRABAD : On the
occasion of Kashmir
Solidarity Day, and in
compliance with the di-
rectives of the Chief
Minister Balochistan
and Chief Secretary
Balochistan, a solidarity
rally was organized un-
der the leadership of
Deputy Commissioner
Nasirabad, Captain
(Retd) Zulfiqar Al i
Karrar.  The rally was
taken out from the
Deputy Commissioner
Office,  Dera Murad
Jamali.  Participants car-
ried placards and ban-
ners inscribed with slo-
gans against  Indian
atrocities in Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).
The air echoed with
chants condemning the
oppression by Indian
forces, while slogans of
“Kashmir Banay Ga Pa-
kistan” resonated
throughout the area.

The rally was at-
tended by Assistant
Commissioner Bahadur
Khan Khoso, other gov-
ernment officers, politi-
cal and social figures,

and a large number of
schoolchildren, who ac-
tively participated to ex-
press solidarity with the
Kashmiri people.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Deputy Com-
missioner Captain (Retd)
Zulfiqar Ali Karrar said
that a just resolution of
the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute remains a central
pillar of Pakistan’s for-
eign policy.

He reaffirmed that
Pakistan will continue to
support the Kashmiri
people until they
achieve their right to

self-determination.
He stated that last-

ing peace in the region
can only be achieved
when the Kashmir issue
is resolved in accor-
dance with the wishes of
the Kashmiri people.

He added that
Kashmir remains the
core dispute between
Pakistan and India, and
without its resolution,
peace in South Asia is
impossible.  The Deputy
Commissioner strongly
condemned India’s ille-
gal occupation of Kash-
mir, stating that India

continues to violate the
fundamental rights of in-
nocent Kashmiris
through oppression and
brutality. However, he
said that India’s true face
can no longer be hidden
from the world.

He paid tribute to
the brave Kashmiri
people, saying that de-
spite decades of oppres-
sion, they have never re-
treated from their
struggle for freedom,
and their resilience and
sacrifices deserve the
highest respect and sa-
lute.

District Administration Holds Kashmir Solidarity
Rally Led by DC Abdul Qudoos Achakzai

ZIARAT : The District
Administration Ziarat,
under the leadership of
Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Qudoos
Achakzai, organized a
solidarity rally with the
people of Kashmir in
connection with Kash-
mir Solidarity Day.

The rally was at-
tended by Assistant
Commissioner Sajjad-ur-
Rehman, district offic-
ers, and people from vari-
ous walks of life. Partici-
pants raised slogans of

“Kashmir Banay Ga Pa-
kistan” and “Pakistan
Zindabad”. The rally
started from the DC Of-
fice Ziarat,  passed
through different roads
of the city, and con-
cluded back at the DC
Office. Addressing the
rally participants,
Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Qudoos Achakzai
said that Kashmir is the
jugular vein of Pakistan
and can never become a
part of India. He stated
that although India has

turned Kashmir into a
military garrison, it has
failed to win the hearts
of the Kashmiri people,
whose hearts, he said,
beat with Pakistan.

He added that the
purpose of observing
Kashmir Solidarity Day
across the country is to
convey a clear message
to the world that Paki-
stan stands firmly with
the Kashmiri people and
will continue its moral
and diplomatic support
until Kashmiris are

granted their right to
self-determination.

The Deputy Com-
missioner urged the in-
ternational community
to take serious notice of
Indian atrocities in occu-
pied Kashmir and to play
an effective role by pres-
suring India to grant
Kashmiris their legiti-
mate right to self-deter-
mination.

He emphasized that
India can never erase
Pakistan’s love from the
hearts of Kashmiris.
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Gold, silver plunge in international
market on firm dollar, broad

 market selloff

Power consumers to pay 42 paise
more in Apr-Jun

Returns on T-bills raised up to 39bps

Pakistan must create 30m jobs over next decade: World Bank president

Fertiliser CPPs hit as govt
extends gas levy

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
must create up to 30 mil-
lion jobs over the next
decade to turn its youth
bulge into an economic
dividend or risk instabil-
ity and outward migra-
tion, World Bank Presi-
dent Ajay Banga has
stressed.

Pakistan is entering
the implementation
phase of a 10-year Coun-
try Partnership Frame-
work (CPF) deal agreed
with the World Bank last
year, while also working
with the International
Monetary Fund to
stabilise its economy.
But Islamabad is still
facing mounting pres-
sure to deliver sustained
growth and jobs.

“We’re trying to
move the bank group as
a whole from the idea of
projects to the idea of
outcomes,” Banga said
in an interview with
Reuters in Karachi dur-
ing a visit to Pakistan
this week.

“Job creation is the
North Star.”

‘Generational chal-
lenge’

Pakistan needs to
generate 2.5m to 3m jobs
a year — roughly 25m to
30m over the next decade
— as millions of young
people come of age,
Banga said.

Failure to do so
could fuel “illegal migra-
tion or domestic instabil-
ity”.

Banga said
Pakistan’s population

dynamics mean employ-
ment creation will remain
a binding constraint on
growth over the long
term, rather than a sec-
ondary policy goal.

“This is a genera-
tional challenge,” he
said.The CPF commits
around $4 billion a year
in combined public and
private financing from
the World Bank Group,
with roughly half ex-
pected to come from pri-
vate-sector operations
led by the International
Finance Corporation.

Banga said the reli-
ance on private capital
reflects a country where
the government has lim-
ited spending capacity
and 90 per cent of jobs
are created in the private
sector.Banga said
Pakistan’s job strategy
rests on three pillars: in-
vestment in human and
physical infrastructure,
business-friendly regu-
latory reforms, and ex-
panded access to fi-
nancing and insurance,
particularly for small
firms and farmers that
typically lack bank
credit.

Infrastructure, pri-
mary healthcare, tourism
and small-scale agricul-
ture were labour-inten-
sive sectors with the
greatest employment
potential, he said, add-
ing that farming alone
could account for about
one-third of the jobs Pa-
kistan needs to create by
2050.

A growing pool of
freelancers also high-
lighted Pakistan’s appe-
tite for entrepreneurship,
but they need better ac-
cess to capital, infra-
structure and support to
scale into job-creating
businesses, he said.

The strain is readily
visible in the exodus of
skilled workers.

Nearly 4,000 doc-

tors emigrated from Pa-
kistan in 2025, the high-
est annual outflow on
record, according to
Gallup Pakistan data
based on Bureau of Emi-
gration figures, under-
scoring concerns that
weak job prospects and
poor working conditions
are pushing trained pro-
fessionals abroad.

Power first

Fixing Pakistan’s
power sector is the most
urgent near-term prior-
ity, Banga said, noting
that losses and ineffi-
ciencies in electricity
distribution have limited
growth despite improve-
ments in generation
capaci ty.Paki s tan’s
power sector has long
been plagued by grow-
ing debt from distribu-

NEWS DESK:The gas
exploration companies
and utilities are facing a
setback after the govern-
ment imposed a levy on
captive power plants
(CPPs) operated by the
fertiliser industry.

Industries, includ-
ing textile and fertiliser,
have long consumed
natural gas to run CPPs
for generating electricity
for their own use.

As part of an Inter-
national Monetary
Fund-backed reform
programme, the govern-

ment introduced the Off
the Grid (Captive Power
Plants) Levy Act, 2025,
empowering the federal
government to impose a
levy on natural  gas-
based CPPs.

Earlier, the levy had
been imposed on gas
supplied by third parties
to CPPs and was also
applied to CPPs oper-
ated by the textile indus-
try.

Sources said the
government has im-
posed the levy on
fertiliser plants using

NEWS DESK:The elec-
tricity consumers across
the country are esti-
mated to pay around 42
paise per unit additional
charges for April to June
mostly on account of ca-
pacity charges paid to
power producers during
the second quarter (Oc-
tober-December) of
FY26.

The National Elec-
tric Power Regulatory
Authority (Nepra) has
called a public hearing
on Feb 17 at the request
of ex-Wapda distribu-
tion companies (Discos)
seeking recovery of
Rs10.832 billion from
consumers under.

 The quarterly tariff
adjustment (QTA)
mechanism. The recov-
erable amount is esti-
mated to be a positive
QTA of about 42 paise
per unit over three bill-
ing months.

It may be noted that
consumers are currently
paying about 33 paise
per unit positive QTA on
account of similar higher
costs (Rs6.06bn) of the
first quarter (July-Sep-
tember 2025) since De-
cember and expires by
the end of the current
month.

That would be re-
placed by fresh QTA for
the following three
months.

The Discos sought
adjustments on account
of capacity charges,
transmission charges &
market operator fee, the
impact of incremental
consumption package
announced by the gov-
ernment for industrial
and agricultural con-
sumers for three years,
besides the impact of

transmission and distri-
bution losses on
monthly fuel costs and
variable operations &
maintenance charges for
the 2nd quarter of
FY2025, i.e. October to
December 2025.

The total additional
impact of capacity
charges comes to about
Rs24.25bn for the said
quarter.

However, these are
partly compensated
through negative ad-

justments on account of
almost all other factors,
including variable O&M
(Rs1.655bn).

Use of service
charge (Rs3bn), impact
of incremental package
(Rs7.5bn) and FCA im-
pact of system losses
(Rs1.2bn),  bringing
down the total additional
amount chargable to
consumers to
Rs10.83bn.

Three out of eleven
Discos have sought ad-

domestic gas or lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) to
operate captive power
plants to meet their elec-
tricity requirements.

At present, Mari
Energies has allocated
around 200 million cubic
feet per day (mmcfd) of
gas for the fertiliser sec-
tor, while exploration
companies have also al-
located low-pressure
gas for fertiliser units.
Sources said the impo-
sition of the levy would
discourage the use of
gas for captive power

ditional QTA for the sec-
ond quarter.

These include
Hyderabad, Peshawar
and Quetta Electric Sup-
ply companies, seeking
negative adjustment of
Rs3.5bn, Rs5.1bn and
Rs4.1bn, respectively.

On the other hand,
Multan Electric has de-
manded a higher in-
crease of Rs5.6bn, fol-
lowed by Rs4.8bn for
Gujranwala, Rs4.1bn for
Islamabad, Rs3.7bn for
Lahore, Rs2.9bn for
Sukkur,

and Rs1.9bn for
Faisalabad Electric.
Newly created Discos
Tribal Electric and
Hazara Electric have
sought Rs303 million
and Rs140m additional
recovery.

Once approved, the
QTA would also apply
to K-Electric.

However, the Quar-
terly Tariff Adjustments
(QTAs),

the Debt Service
Surcharge (DSS), and
negative FCAs are not
applicable to eligible
consumers of the gov-
ernment -announced
special tariff package for
incremental consump-
tion.

NEWS DESK:In the
first auction after a
surprise status quo in
the monetary policy,
the cut-off yields on
the treasury bills were
increased on Wednes-
day by up to 39 basis
points, bringing the re-
turns close to the State
Bank’s policy rate of
10.50 per cent.

Before the mon-
etary policy an-
nounced on Jan 26,
returns on T-bills had
mostly fallen to single
digits, raising hopes of
an interest rate cut of
up to 100bps.

However, the in-
terest rate remained
unchanged, and some
bankers cited that for-
eign investors were
seeking high-yield
bonds despite the
higher risks.

The latest in-
crease in yields could
make T-bills attrac-
tive.

Foreign investors
have shown some in-
terest in domestic
bonds this fiscal year,
but the uncertain geo-
political situation re-
mains the biggest ob-
stacle hampering in-
flows.

tion losses.
weak bill recovery

and delayed govern-
ment subsidies, which
has strained public fi-
nances and discouraged
private investment.

The debt has been
a recurring focus of IMF-
backed reform
programmes, with suc-
cessive governments
struggling to contain

losses while keeping en-
ergy affordable.

Banga said
progress on
privatisation and pri-
vate-sector participation
in electricity distribution
would be critical to im-
proving efficiency, re-
ducing losses and re-
storing the sector’s fi-
nancial viability.

He said rapid roof-

top solar adoption,
while easing energy
costs for households
and businesses, risks
creating grid instability
if distribution reforms
are not accelerated.

“Electricity is fun-
damental to everything
— health, education,
business and jobs.”

Climate by design
Banga said climate

resilience should also be
embedded into main-
stream development
spending rather than
treated as a standalone
agenda.Pakistan is
among the world’s most
climate-vulnerable coun-
tries, hit repeatedly by
floods, heatwaves and
erratic monsoons.

Banga said climate-
resilient investments
should be integrated
into infrastructure, hous-
ing, water management
and agriculture to sup-
port jobs while reducing
long-term risks.

“The moment you
start thinking about cli-
mate as separate from
housing, food or irriga-
tion, you create a false
debate.

Just build resilience
into what you’re already
doing.”

Asked how Paki-
stan fits into the World
Bank’s global portfolio,
Banga said he does not
view the country
through labels such as
fragility or crisis, but as
a long-term job-creation
opportunity.

The same was
true of foreign direct
investment, which fell
sharply during the first
half of this year.

The auction re-
sults show that the
largest increase in T-
bill rates was observed
for the 12-month pa-
pers, with a 39bps in-
crease to 10.39 per
cent.

Similarly, the
benchmark six-month
papers offer 10.32pc,
up from 9.94pc in the

previous auction, in-
creasing returns by
38bps. The govern-
ment raised the high-
est amount of Rs315
billion for this tenor.

The cut-off yields
on three-month and
one-month were in-
creased by 30bps
each to 10.19pc.

The government
received total bids of
Rs2.354 trillion, while
it picked Rs823bn, in-
cluding Rs318bn from
the non-bidding proce-

NEWS DESK:Gold and
silver prices fell sharply
in a broader market
selloff on Thursday, as
an advance in the dollar
to a near two-week high
and signs of easing US-
China trade tensions
added further pressure
on the precious metals.

Spot gold declined
2.5 per cent to $4,838.81
per ounce, as of 05:35am
GMT (10:35am PST), re-
treating from a near one-
week high hit earlier in
the session.

US gold futures for
April delivery dropped
1.9pc to$4,855.60 per
ounce.

“The dollar received
a new lease of life with
the (Kevin) Warsh nomi-
nation (as Federal Re-
serve chief), and the cur-
rency has been able to
keep making forward
progress … traders are
more circumspect now
on gold in light of recent
extreme volatility,” Tim
Waterer,  KCM chief
trade analyst, said.

The dollar rose to a
near two-week high on
Thursday, making
greenback-priced gold
more expensive for other
currency holders.

“Sentiment (has)

turned soggy across
most asset classes, in-
cluding precious metals,
cryptocurrencies and re-
gional equities, with
losses feeding into one
another and creating a
self-reinforcing feed-
back loop amid thin mar-
ket liquidity,” said Chris-
topher Wong, a strate-
gist at OCBC.

Asia stocks fal-
tered, tracking their US
peers as concerns about
the exploding costs of
AI investment hounded
the tech sector.

Spot silver plum-
meted another 14.9pc to
$74.94 an ounce.

Last week, the pre-
cious metal touched a
record high of $121.64.

“The industrial de-
mand has vanished at the
higher levels.

Most of the indus-
trial buyers have
stopped buying silver,
and even solar panel
producers in China are
looking for alterna-
tives,” Shah added.

On the geopolitical
front, Iran and the US
have agreed to hold talks
in Oman on Friday, offi-
cials on both sides said.
China is considering
buying more US-farmed
soybeans,

US President
Donald Trump said, af-
ter what he called “very
positive“ talks with his
Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping, on Wednesday.

generation in the
fertiliser industry.

According to an of-
ficial memorandum is-
sued by the Petroleum
Division in response to
a query, Section 2(c) of
the Act defines a 'captive
power plant' as an indus-
trial undertaking or unit
engaged in power pro-
duction,

with or without co-
generation, for self-con-
sumption or for sale of
surplus power to a dis-
tribution company or a
bulk power consumer.

dure.
The target for the

auction was Rs650bn
while the maturity
amount was Rs697bn.

Financial experts
said higher T-bill rates
would increase the
government’s burden,
as interest payments
would rise further.

The interest pay-
ment in FY26 would
be around Rs8tr, the
largest share of the
budget for the current
fiscal year.
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Liverpool in 'good place' for
years to come

N E W S D E S K :
Liverpool's recruitment
of rising stars will put
the club on a sure foot-
ing for years to come,
according to manager
Arne Slot despite a dif-
ficult season for the Pre-
mier League champions.

The Reds sit sixth in
the Premier League after
a difficult start to life at
Anfield for a number of
new recruits in a near
£450 million ($616 mil-
lion) spending spree in
the summer transfer
market.Highly-rated
French defender Jeremy
Jacquet will also join for
the start of next season
after Liverpool agreed a
deal with Rennes worth
up to £60 million for the
20-year-old.

"Such a big talent
and another example of
the model we're using at
this club," Slot said on
Thursday.

"Young, very tal-
ented players, some-
times at the start of their
careers or sometimes al-
ready a little bit a few
years into their career,
but always players that
are young and can im-
prove us in the short
term but also definitely
in the long term.

"We've signed a lot
of them recently and the
mid-long term future of
this club, and even the
short term, is in a very
good place."

Hugo Ekitike and
Florian Wirtz are two of
the club's big money
signings that are begin-
ning to deliver returns
on the near £200 million
invested in signing them
from the Bundesliga.

Ekitike scored twice
in a 4-1 win over
Newcastle last weekend
to take his tally for the
season to 15, while Wirtz

Pakistan to seek govt nod in
potential India T20 finals clash

Brook predicts record 300-plus
scores at T20 World Cup

Algerian boxer Khelif says she is open to
genetic testing by IOC for 2028 Olympics

Steve Smith becomes most expensive player in PSL history

NEWS DESK:England
captain Harry Brook said
on Thursday that he be-
lieves i t  could be a
record-breaking T20
World Cup, with fans
treated to a batting blitz
and 300-plus scores.

Sri Lanka's 260-6 in
2007 remains the highest
total in the nine previous
editions of the men's
tournament.

The 2026 T20 World
Cup begins Saturday,
co-hosted by India and
Sri Lanka, and England
will play all their Group
C matches at Mumbai's
Wankhede stadium and
Kolkata's Eden Gardens,
both renowned as high-
scoring venues.

"There are plenty of
grounds in India where
there could be a score of
300-plus," Brook told re-
porters on the captain's
media day in Mumbai,
when asked if he thought
such lofty totals were
possible.

"The wickets are
quite good, with rapid
outfields and fairly short
boundaries."So, yeah,
you've just got to go out
there be fearless, not

NEWS DESK:Steve
Smith has become the
most expensive crick-
eter in HBL PSL his-
tory.
      The new fran-
chise, Sialkot Stallionz,
will pay him over
Rs140 million, which is
twice the amount
Babar Azam receives.

As per details, the
11th edition of the Pa-
kistan Super League
(PSL) will be held in
March.

This time, the PCB
allowed each franchise
to sign one foreign
player directly, pro-
vided that the player
was not part of last
year’s PSL.

The new team,
Sialkot Stallionz, has
signed Australian star
batter Steve Smith.
Sources say he will be
paid over 500,000 US
dollars,

which converts to
more than Rs140 mil-
lion, making him the
highest-paid player in
PSL history.

Another franchise
was also willing to of-
fer him $500,000, but

NEWSDESK: Cap-
tain Salman Agha said
on Thursday that Pa-
kistan will seek advice
from the government
if they reach the
knockout phase of the
T20 World Cup and
meet arch-rivals India.

An acrimonious
political build-up has
marred the tourna-
ment after
Bangladesh were
kicked out and Paki-
stan refused to face
co-hosts India in their
Group A match.

However, a semi-
final or final show-
down between the un-
easy South Asian
neighbours is still a
possibility.

"The India game
is not in our control. It
was the government's
decision and if we
have to play them in
the semi-final or the fi-
nal, we will go back to
them and act on their

has netted six times in 10
matches since ending a
22-game wait for his first
Liverpool goal.

"As a manager,
even if he is struggling
a little bit at the start, you
have to keep playing him
because that is the only
way he can improve,"
said Slot on Wirtz find-
ing his feet in the Premier
League.

"He didn't improve
that much on the ball be-
cause from the start he
was special.

Maybe now he has
a better connection with
his teammates because
they've played more and
more together.

"Off the ball  is
where I see the biggest
improvement with him,
and some others, and
that combination makes
you ready for the Pre-
mier League."

Liverpool host

Manchester City on
Sunday in a match with
huge ramifications for
the title race and the
battle to qualify for next
season's Champions
League.

City trail leaders Ar-
senal by six points and
could find themselves
nine adrift by the time
they kick off with the
Gunners hosting
Sunderland on Saturday.

Liverpool could
also be four points out-
side the top five, which
should secure a place in
the Champions League,
should Manchester
United and Chelsea win
on Saturday.

Slot is keen to make
amends for his side's 3-
0 defeat to City in No-
vember.

"They were the bet-
ter team and I think we
want to show a different
side of us this time."

worry about getting out
and keep on trying to
attack the ball."

England come into
the World Cup heart-
ened by a 3-0 T20 series
win in Sri Lanka this
week.

In the preceding
ODI series against the
same opposition, the ex-
plosive Brook blud-
geoned 136 off just 66
balls.His team are ex-
pected to make the Su-
per Eights from a Group
C that also features two-
time winners West
Indies, debutants Italy,

eventually, a deal was
finalized with Sialkot.

It should be noted
that Babar Azam’s sal-
ary is Rs70 million, so
Smith will be earning
double that amount.

Meanwhile, with
the inclusion of two
new teams, the PCB
has reduced the reten-
tion quota for old fran-
chises from eight play-
ers to four, allowing
them to retain one
player from each of the
four categories.

Recently, the list of
retained players was
released, followed by
the details of their sala-
ries.

Four out of five
franchises have an-
nounced Rs7 crore as
the salary for their plati-
num-category players,
with others also receiv-
ing significant sums.

However, sources
revealed that some
cricketers are actually
being paid more than
the declared figures,
though only the offi-
cially announced
amounts will be shown
on record.

The addition of
two new franchises
this year has increased
player demand, and
many cricketers used
offers from other

teams to negotiate
higher pay with their
current franchises.

Mutafizur joins
Qalandars

Defending cham-

The Bangladeshi
star, originally picked
by the Qalandars in
2016 and 2018, is now
set to don the
Qalandars' colors once

more. The signing was
agreed at Rs6.44 crore.

“Once a Qalandar,
always a Qalandar.
Mustafizur is not just a
player; he’s a brother,

pions Lahore
Qalandars have roped
in Bangladesh pace
bowler Mustafizur
Rahman as a direct
signing for the PSL?11.

Nepal and Scotland.
Brook would not be

drawn when asked
whether the 2010 and
2022 champions England
were among the
favourites for the title
ahead of their opening
match, against Nepal at
the Wankhede stadium
on Sunday."We'll take it
game by game and see
where we land in a
couple of weeks," said
Brook, who has been
under intense scrutiny
after an incident with a
night club bouncer in
New Zealand last year.

advice,"
Agha told report-

ers in Colombo.
Bangladesh re-

fused to play in India,
citing security con-
cerns, as relations
soured and were
kicked out of Group C
by the International
Cricket Council, to be
replaced by Scotland.

Pakistan backed
Bangladesh's plea to
have their games
moved to Sri Lanka.

The government
cleared the national
team to take part but
ordered them not to
play in the marquee
group match against
India on February 15.

"It's sad
Bangladesh are not
here. They have a
very good side.

 Hopefully, they
will support us," Agha
said.

Pakistan and India
have not played bilat-

eral cricket for more
than a decade, and
meet only in multina-
tional events.

They will face
Namibia, the Nether-
lands and the United
States in the group
stage.

"We're excited to
play in this tourna-
ment.

We lost to USA in
the last World Cup and
we are determined to
put that disappointment
behind us and put a
few things right," Agha
said.

Pakistan will not
only lose two points for
forfeiting their India
match but will also
take a big hit to their
net run rate.

Even losing one of
their group games to
bad weather could
make it difficult for
Pakistan to qualify.

"We know the
margin for error is

a key part of our fam-
ily who never left,” said
Sameen Rana, Owner,
Lahore Qalandars.

 “We are thrilled to
welcome him back to
our dressing room.

His talent, experi-
ence, and dedication
will be invaluable as we
aim to defend our title
and make a statement
in PSL?11”.

Earlier, Qalandars
had retained captain
Shaheen Afridi, key
batter Abdullah
Shafique, dynamic all-
rounder Sikandar
Raza, and skilled
youngster Mohammad
Naeem.

This strategic
move strengthens the
team’s core ahead of
the big auction and sets
the stage for a strong
campaign.

With these
signings, Lahore
Qalandars aim to con-
tinue their legacy of ex-
cellence in PSL?11, de-
termined to defend their
title and give fans an-
other season of high-
quality cricket and un-
forgettable moments.

small, but we can't
control the weather.
We are here to play
good cricket and
we're not bothered
about the conditions,"
Agha said.

Pakistan, the 2009
champions, arrive af-
ter a 3-0 whitewash of
Australia at home.

"We've been play-
ing really good cricket.
We haven't lost a se-
ries since the Asia Cup
last year.

Everything is com-
ing along nicely and
we're confident of do-
ing well," Agha said.

All of Pakistan's
games will be played
in Sri Lanka, where
they toured in January.

"Very happy to
play in Sri Lanka —
it's a second home for
me. This is my sixth
visit, we know the con-
ditions and we get a lot
of support," Agha
said.

NEWSDESK: Alge-
rian boxer Imane
Khelif said she will
comply with genetic
testing requirements
as long as the tests are
conducted by the In-
ternational Olympic
Committee (IOC), to
be able to participate
in competitions.

Khelif won gold in
the women’s welter-
weight division at the
Paris Games in 2024
amid a gender dispute
over her eligibility, af-
ter the International
Boxing Association
(IBA) disqualified her
from the 2023 World
Championships based
on sex chromosome
tests.World Boxing,
which will oversee
boxing competitions in
the 2028 Olympics in
Los Angeles after be-
ing granted provisional
recognition by the
IOC, last May an-
nounced mandatory
sex testing for all box-

ers in its competitions.
Khelif, who

lodged an appeal to the
Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS) over
World Boxing’s deci-
sion barring her from
events unless she un-
dergoes genetic sex
testing, said she would

only undergo the test-
ing if it is administered
by the IOC.

“Of course, I
would accept doing
anything I’m required
to do to participate in
competitions,” Khelif
told CNN.

“They should pro-

tect women, but they
need to pay attention
that while protecting
women, they shouldn’t
hurt other women.”

“I’m not
transgender. I’m a
woman. I want to live
my life. Please do not
exploit me in your

political?agendas.”
The 26-year-old

was hopeful of getting
justice from the CAS.

“I will not surren-
der until I have justice
because I know jus-
tice is on my side
above all else,” she
said.
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Field Marshal Reaffirms Unwavering Support for
Kashmir During Muzaffarabad Visit

UN rapporteurs alarmed by
Imaan, Hadi convictions

KP apex committee deems ‘cooperation’ with Centre, political
parties vital for successful counter-terrorism policy

NEWS DESK: The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
apex committee has
termed “consultation,
cooperation and coordi-
nation” with the federal
government and all po-
litical parties “essential”
for the success of a com-
prehensive counter-ter-
rorism policy, it emerged
on Thursday.

KP Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi chaired his
first meeting of the pro-
vincial apex committee
since assuming office on
Wednesday.

The panel dis-
cussed the “general rise
in terrorism incidents in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and an action plan to
eradicate the menace of
Fitna-al-Khawarij and
establish complete
peace and stability”, as
per a press release is-
sued by the KP CM’s
office today.

Fitna-al-Khawarij is
a term the state uses for
terrorists belonging to
the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

During the meeting,
the press release said,
the committee agreed
that “joint consultation,
mutual cooperation, and

Kashmir Solidarity Day: Pakistani leadership reaffirms
support for Kashmiris’ just struggle

Ex-AJK premier questions govt
mandate, warns of legal action

NEWS DESK: Five
United Nations ex-
perts have expressed
alarm over the convic-
tion of human rights
activist Advocate
Imaan Zainab Mazari-
Hazir and her husband,
Advocate Hadi Ali
Chattha, on multiple
charges in a case per-
taining to controversial
social media posts un-
der the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act
(Peca).

On Jan 24, an
Islamabad sessions
court sentenced Ms
Mazari and Mr
Chattha to jail.

In a joint state-
ment issued on
Wednesday, UN spe-
cial rapporteurs Mar-
garet Satterthwaite,
Ben Saul, Mary
Lawlor, Irene Khan
and Gina Romero
noted that the two
were convicted on
multiple criminal
charges, resulting in
lengthy prison sen-
tences “for simply ex-
ercising rights guaran-
teed by international
human rights law”.

“Lawyers, like
other individuals, are
entitled to freedom of
expression. The exer-
cise of this right should
never be conflated
with criminal conduct,
especially not terror-
ism,” they were
quoted as saying,
while also
emphasising the vague
definition of terrorism-
related offences un-
der Pakistan’s
counte r - te r ror ism
framework. “Doing so
risks undermining and
criminalising the work
of lawyers and human

rights defenders
across Pakistan and
has a chilling effect on
civil society in the
country,” the experts
stated.

The experts ob-
served that these
were not the first pros-
ecutions against the
two lawyers, “who
have been the subject
of 10 criminal com-
plaints since 2022,
some of which remain
pending”, but were
never previously con-
victed of wrongdoing.

“This pattern of
prosecutions suggests
an arbitrary use of the
legal system as an in-
strument of harass-
ment and intimidation
in order to punish them
for their work advo-
cating for victims of
alleged human rights
violations,” they
added.

The experts ob-
served, “International
standards provide a
set of procedural guar-
antees that must be
made available to per-
sons charged with a
criminal offence, but
these appear to have
been undermined in
this case. “These vio-
lations seriously
threaten the fairness
of the trial and convic-
tion.” UN special
rapporteurs are inde-
pendent experts man-
dated by the UN Hu-
man Rights Council to
report their findings.
They do not speak on
behalf of the United
Nations itself.

According to the
statement, the UN ex-
perts “have contacted
Pakistan regarding
their concerns”.

IHC proceedings
Meanwhile, the

Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday
directed former fed-
eral minister Shireen
Mazari to first ap-
proach the superinten-
dent of Adiala jail re-
garding her request to
meet her incarcerated
daughter, Ms Mazari,
and son-in-law, Mr
Chattha, under the
prison rules, and dis-
posed of her applica-
tion after forwarding it
to the jail authorities.

Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir
heard the matter after
the former PTI leader
appeared before the
court along with senior
lawyer Kamran
Murtaza and a team of
legal counsel. The pe-
tition concerned alle-
gations that prison au-
thorities had denied
family and legal ac-
cess to the detained
couple.

During the hear-
ing, the court asked
whether Shireen
Mazari had formally
applied to the jail su-
perintendent for per-
mission to meet the
prisoners or to the
Islamabad Capital
Territory chief com-
missioner. Upon learn-
ing that the matter had
not been fully pro-
cessed through the jail
authorities, Justice
Tahir directed the pe-
titioner to follow the
prescribed legal pro-
cedure. The court fur-
ther stated that if the
authorities rejected the
request, the petitioner
could return to the
high court for legal re-
dress.

practical coordination
between all political par-
ties, public representa-
tives, and the federal
government is essential
for the success of a com-
prehensive counter-ter-
rorism policy”.

The meeting was
attended by provincial
ministers, the Peshawar
corps commander, the
chief secretary and the
KP inspector general.
Senior civil, military and
law enforcement offi-
cials were also present.

The apex commit-
tee “firmly resolved that
the KP government will
utilise all its resources,
including the armed

forces,  police,  CTD
(Counter-Terrorism De-
partment) and other in-
stitutions, to combat ter-
rorism and will not hesi-
tate to make any sacri-
fices”.

The committee
hoped that the “long-
term strategy would
identify all the causes of
terrorism and eliminate
them, and as a result,
ensure the restoration of
public confidence so
that the government and
the public” can work to-
gether for the country’s
progress.

“The KP
government’s agenda is
that only good gover-

NEWS DESK:
Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir, NI (M),
HJ, COAS & CDF,
visited Muzaffarabad
today, the military’s
media wing said. Pay-
ing homage to the mar-
tyrs of the freedom
struggle, he laid
wreath at the Jammu
and Kashmir Martyrs
Monument and of-
fered rich tributes to
the Shuhada of Kash-
mir movement, ac-
knowledging their en-
during legacy of valour
and selfless sacrifice,
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR)
stated.

Interacting with
the notables and vet-
erans, the COAS &
CDF reiterated
Pakistan’s unwavering
political, moral, and
diplomatic support for
the people of Indian
Illegally Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir
(IIOJK). He noted
that Indian atrocities,
unabated violations of

human rights, and
Hindutva-driven ex-
cesses have failed to
suppress the legitimate
struggle and the aspi-
rations of the
Kashmiri people.

R e a f f i r m i n g
Pakistan’s steadfast
support for the
Kashmiri cause,
COAS & CDF stated
that Kashmir would
soon witness the

dawn of freedom, in
accordance with the
will and destiny of the
people of Kashmir. He
further emphasized
that Pakistan would
continue to highlight
the Kashmir issue at
all relevant interna-
tional forums, in com-
plete solidarity with
our Kashmiri brothers
and sisters, until a just
resolution of the dis-

pute is achieved ac-
cording to the United
Nations Security
Council resolutions.

The COAS &
CDF commended the
unwavering dedica-
tion, high morale, pro-
fessional excellence,
and combat readiness
of the officers and sol-
diers deployed in
Kashmir despite chal-
lenging operational

conditions. He empha-
sized the imperative of
maintaining peak op-
erational prepared-
ness, vigilance, and
seamless synergy
across all domains to
effectively deter and
decisively respond to
any hostile provoca-
tion.

The COAS &
CDF also visited a for-
ward post, where he
interacted with troops
deployed on the
frontlines. During the
visit, he reiterated that
any act of aggression
would be instanta-
neously met with a
swift and befitting re-
sponse. He under-
scored that the Armed
Forces remain fully
prepared to counter
both conventional and
hybrid threats in an
evolving security envi-
ronment.

Earlier upon ar-
rival, the COAS &
CDF was received by
the Commander
Rawalpindi Corps.

nance and public inter-
est can unite the nation
against terrorism,” read
the meeting’s press re-
lease.

Under this agenda,
it was decided that in the
“first phase, areas af-
fected by terrorism will
be converted into model
good governance dis-
tricts”. It further said “all
government resources
will be utilised to com-
pensate for the lack in
the provision of devel-
opment, social services
and economic growth”
in terrorism-afflicted ar-
eas.

The committee also
announced a “special

package to provide se-
curity, communication,
health, education, em-
ployment, basic ameni-
ties and other services in
these areas under an
organised programme”.

“The forum decided
that the government will
ensure complete care, re-
habilitation, and the pro-
vision of basic needs for
the welfare of the people
affected in the areas
where temporary reloca-
tion took place for sus-
tainable stability, so that
this temporary difficulty
can form the base for
peace, development and
prosperity in the future,”
the statement read.

“Their dignified re-
turn is a top priority for
the [KP] government,” it
stressed.

The federal and KP
governments have re-
cently traded barbs over
who authorised the
evacuation process after
hundreds of Tirah resi-
dents vacated their
homes ahead of a
planned military action
against terrorists.

Speaking during the
meeting,  CM Afridi
stressed that the provin-
cial government.

NEWS DESK: The na-
tion is observing Kash-
mir Solidarity Day today
with a renewed pledge to
support the just struggle
of the Kashmiri people
for their inalienable right
to self-determination.

The day will feature
rallies, demonstrations
and seminars through-
out the country. Human
chains will also be
formed at  all  entry
points of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK).

One-minute silence
was observed across
the country at 10am to
pay homage to the mar-
tyrs of the Kashmir free-
dom movement, state-
run Radio Pakistan re-
ported.

In his message to
mark the occasion, Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari re-
i terated Pakistan’s
steadfast moral, diplo-
matic and political sup-
port for the Kashmiri
people, reaffirming their
“inalienable right to self-
determination” as en-
shrined in the relevant
resolutions of the United
Nations Security Coun-
cil (UNSC).

The president said
the people of Pakistan
across the globe stand
united with their
Kashmiri brothers and
sisters in their just
struggle.

He recalled that the
observance of Kashmir
Solidarity Day was initi-
ated 36 years ago by ex-
premier Benazir Bhutto
following the historic
Kashmiri uprising of
1989, a movement that
continues to this day.

President Zardari
urged the international

community to press In-
dia to end human rights
violations in held Kash-
mir.

He said India had in-
tensified efforts to en-
trench its control
through “administrative
and legislative mea-
sures, curbing media
freedoms, incarcerating
Kashmiri leadership and
attempting to alter the
demographic composi-
tion of the territory”.

The president also
highlighted what he de-
scribed as grave human
rights violations by In-
dian occupation forces,
citing international re-
ports that point to a rise
in arbitrary detentions,
collective punishment
and punitive house
demolitions.

He added that the
“suppression of digital
freedoms, including the
blocking of thousands
of social  media ac-

counts,  reflected at-
tempts to conceal the
realities on the ground”.

In his message on
the occasion,  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
called for the dispute’s
resolution in accordance
with UNSC resolutions.

He urged the inter-
national community to
play an effective role in
getting the Kashmiri
people their “inalienable
right through a free and
impartial plebiscite un-
der the auspices of the
United Nations”.

He also announced
that the government has
increased the monthly
per capita subsistence
allowance of Kashmiri
refugees to Rs5,000.

“The government of
Pakistan is conducting a
pilot project to con-
struct 750 residential
houses at a cost of Rs3
billion,” PM Shehbaz
said. The premier said

the AJK government
has provided land for
the construction of
these houses, exclu-
sively meant for Jammu
Kashmir refugees
settled in the territory.

He said complete
rehabilitation of the refu-
gees of Jammu and Kash-
mir is a national duty,
and Pakistan will stand
with the Kashmiris until
they achieve their right
to self-determination.

PM Shehbaz visits
AJK PM Shehbaz was
on a visit  to
Muzaffarabad to ad-
dress the special session
of the AJK Legislative
Assembly,  APP re-
ported. Addressing the
AJK Legislative Assem-
bly, the premier said,
“Today, we have gath-
ered here to stand in soli-
darity with our brothers
in [occupied] Kashmir
on behalf of the Paki-
stani people and the Pa-

kistani leadership.
“Soon, the freedom

and nation of our
Kashmiri brothers and
sisters […] Kashmir will
become a part of Paki-
stan.”

The prime minister
paid tribute to leaders of
the Kashmiri freedom
movement, including
Burhan Wani, Asia
Andrabi, Yasin Malik
and All-Parties Hurriyat
Conference Chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.

“History has shown
that Kashmiris can sac-
rifice themselves or their
children but will not
compromise on their free-
dom,” PM Shehbaz
noted.

“Kashmiris show
the world every day the
mirror of reality. They
announce every day
that Kashmir has never
been a part of India, it is
not, and it will never be,”
he further said.

NEWS DESK:
Former Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK)
prime minister and
PML-N parliamentary
leader Raja Farooq
Haider on Wednesday
accused the PPP gov-
ernment of overstep-
ping its mandate, say-
ing it was meant to
function like a care-
taker setup to facilitate
elections but had in-
stead indulged in politi-
cal interference and
patronage.

Talking to report-
ers in the opposition
chamber of the Leg-
islative Assembly, Mr
Haider said that de-
spite having 22 minis-
ters, the government’s
“hunger for power
has not diminished”
that he claimed was
evident from “undue
interference in opposi-
tion constituencies and
the replacement of
elected representa-
tives with party work-
ers”.

“This approach is

neither justified nor
acceptable,” he said.

Raja Farooq
Haider irked by al-
leged sidelining of
leaders by PPP minis-
ters

Mr Haider main-
tained that the PML-
N had secured thou-
sands of votes from
every constituency in
AJK and questioned
why its ticket-holders
were being sidelined.
“In constituencies
where PPP MLAs
exist, consultations
should also be held
with PML-N ticket-
holders,” he de-
manded. Raising con-
cerns over gover-
nance, the former pre-
mier called for the cri-
teria for appointments
up to Grade-5 to be
made public. He also
questioned the
government’s decision
to launch development
projects worth billions
of rupees while claim-
ing a shortage of
funds.

“If the govern-
ment does not act with
fairness, we will be
left with no option but
to approach the
courts,” he warned.

Mr Haider also
urged Prime Minister
Faisal Mumtaz
Rathore to uphold the
neutrality of his office.
“He should remember
that he is the prime
minister of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
not a representative of
a political party,” he
said. Responding to a
question, the former
premier maintained
that the office of the
AJK president was
the constitutional right
of political parties and
should not be assigned
to non-political indi-
viduals. He said he
fully endorsed the
stance of PML-N
President Shah
Ghulam Qadir on the
issue, adding that it
reflected a unanimous
position within the
party.


