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Pakistan invited to first "Board of Peace’ meeting,

likely to attend

NEWS DESK:

Pakistan has been invited to the
first proposed meeting of US
President Donald Trump’s
“Board of Peace” (BoP) on Gaza,
reported to be held in Washing:
tonon Feb 19, and is likely to at-
tend, diplomatic sources told
Dawn.

According to the sources,
Islamabad received the invitation
as part of the outreach to coun-
tries that have already joined the
board, which was launched by
Trump late last month. The meet-
ing is expected to focus on giv-
ing formal shape to the board, in-
cluding ts structure, mandate and
secretariat, the sources said.

“This will be a key meeting
aimed at givinga shape and struc-
ture to the board,” one diplomatic
source said. Asked whether Paki-
stan could be approached to con-
tribute troops to a proposed in-

force for
Gaza, the source said such dis-
cussions were premature.
“That would come later.
First, we have to give shape to
e board, form a structure, set
up a secretariat and define its di-
rection,” he added.
other source also said it
was “still too early” for any dis-
cussion on troop contributions.
Pakistan is among the 14
countries that signed the charter
of the Board of Peace on January
22 on the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum in Davos, be-
coming a founding member of the

s

The board was initially pro-
posed in September 2025 and for-
mally established last month.
Under its charter, the US govern-
‘ment serves as its official deposi-
tory. President Trump has desig-
nated the Donald J. Trump Insti-
tute of Peace in Washington as
the board’s headquarters.

in ative
Thc White House has pro-
posed holding the first BoP meet-
ing at the US Institute of Peace in
Washington, according to an
Axios report citing a US official
and diplomats from four partici-
pating countries. The plans,
which include a fundraising com-

say sources

ern allies of Washington have
joined the board, many of the US’s
traditional Western allies have so
far stayed away, reflecting unease
over both its structure and man-
date.

For Pakistan, participation in
the meeting reflects a cautious
but dellbemle diplomatic choice.

violations. Since October, more
than 550 Palestinians and four
Isracli soldiers have been killed.

Isracl’s assaults on Gaza
since October 2023 have killed
more than 71,000 Palestinians,
displaced the entire population
and triggered a severe humani-
tarian crisis. Multiple rights

ponent for Gaza’s
remain at an early stage and could
still change.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu is scheduled to
meet President Trump at the
White House on Feb 18, a day
before the planned board meet-
ing.

Trump, who will chair the
body, has said the Board of Peace
will aimto resolve global conflicts

a claim that has alarmed many
experts, who fear the initiative
could undermine the United Na-
tions and existing multilateral
‘mechanisms.

‘While several Middle East-

As a long-standing supporter of
Palestinian rights, Islamabad has
sought to remain engaged in in-
ternational discussions on Gaza,
while avoiding initiatives that
could legitimise external control
over the Palestinian territory.

AUN Security Council reso-
lution adopted in mid-November
authorised the board, along with
cooperating states, to establish
an international stabilisation
force in Gaza followinga ceasefire
that began in October under a
Trump-backed plan accepted by
Israel and Hamas.

However, the ceasefire has
remained fragile, with repeated

cholars anda UN
inquiry have said the campaign
amounts to genocide — an alle-
gation Israel denies.

Under Trump’s Gaza plan un-
veiled late last year, the Board of
Peace was originally intended to
supervise Gaza’s temporary gov-
ernance before being expanded
to address global conflicts.

Rights experts and scholars
have criticised the concept, argu-
ing that a US-led board oversee-
ing the affairs of a foreign terri-
tory resembles a colonial struc-
ture. The absence of Palestinian
representation on the board has
further deepened these concerns.

ATC rejects plea for
Imran’s treatment
by personal doctors

NEWS DES|

An Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC)
in Rawalpindi on Saturday dis-
‘missed an application filed by PTI
founder and former prime minis

ter Imran Khan, seeking permis-
sion for a medical check-up by
his personal doctors at Adiala jail.

After hearing arguments
from both sides, the court de-
clined to grant access to Mr
Khan’s private physicians inside
the jail.

Appearing for the PTI
founder, counsel Faisal Malik ar-
gued that as a former prime min-
ister, his client deserved the same
medical facilities previously ex-
tended to other ex-premiers, cit-
ing Nawaz Sharif as precedent.
He contended that Mr Khan was
an undertrial prisoner and had the
legal right to be examined by doc-
tors of his choic ¢ lawyer also
claimed that Adiala jail lacked ad-
equate facilities for specialised
eye treatment.

Referring to Pakistan Prison
Rules, Mr Malik said Rule 795 re-
quired that a prisoner’s family be
informed before any medical treat-
ment. He questioned why Mr
Khan had been taken to the Paki-
stan Institute of Medical Sciences
(Pims) late at night, stating that
he had not been taken out of jail
for three years. Denial of access
to personal doctors, he argued,
amounted to discriminatory treat-
‘ment. Special Prosecutor Zaheer
Shah opposed the plea, arguing
that Mr Khan was on bail in the
GHQ attack case related to the
May 9 events and convicted in
other cases, and therefore could
not be treated as an undertrial
prisoner whose custody could be
regulated bya criminal court. He
further maintained that the ATC
lacked jurisdiction toissue direc-
tions regarding jail administration
or medical arrangements. Under
prison rules, he said, medical care
was the responsibility of govern-
ment-appointed doctors, with no
provision for private phy;lcldn:

After hearing both sides, the
court dismissed the application.

Separately, Mr Khan’s sister

lecema Khanum alleged on X that
‘medical reports promised by the
Supreme Court had not been pro-
vided to the family, urging the
chief justice to take contempt ac-
tion. Meanwhile, a Pims medical
report confirmed that Mr Khan
was diagnosed with right central
retinal vein occlusion an
ceived hospital-based lrcdlmcnl,
which was completed smoothly.
Jail authorities informed the court
that Mr Khan and his wife Bushra
Bibi were receiving medical care
strictly under jail rules.

Balochistan Government Imposes Section 144,

NEWS DESK:

QUETTA: The Government
of Balochistan has enforced
Section 144 across the prov-
ince to maintain law and or-
der, banning illegal strikes, pro-
tests, public gatherings, and
road blockades. This was

Warns Against Protests: Shahid Rind

stated by Adviser to the Chief
Minister Balochistan, Shahid
Rind. Quetta Business Direc-
tory He said that in line with
Balochistan High Court direc-
tives, no highways or roads can
be blocked under any circum-
stances. Law-enforcement
agencies have been instructed
to take strict action against

those disrupting traffic in the
name of protest.

According to Rind, anyone
violating Section 144 will be ar-
rested, emphasizing that the
law applies equally to all. Po-
lice have received clear orders
to ensure public order and se-
curity through impartial en-
forcement.

Life Disrupted Across
Balochistan as Strike,
Roadblocks Paralyze Quetta

Sardar Muhammad Khondai,
Ayub Bhutto, News Desk:

_| Normal life came to a standstill

across Quetta and several parts
of Balochistan on Sunday as a
shutter-down and wheel-jam
strike was observed amid heavy
police deployment, arrests, and
widespread road closures.
Major markets, shops, and
commercial centers in Quetta re-
mained completely closed, while
traffic on key arteries and high-
ways was suspended due to
blockades set up by protesters.
Public transport was off the

roads, leaving commuters
stranded and daily life severely
disrupted.

The strike was called by the
Pakistan Constitution Protection
Movement, also known as
Tehreek-e-Tahaffuz-e-Aain Paki-
stan (TTAP), in protest against
what it described as the alleged
rigging in the February 8, 2024
general elections. Supporters of
various component parties of the
movement staged demonstra-

ing highways and main roads
leading into and out of Quetta.
Police were deployed at sen-
sitive points across the provin-
cial capital and other districts to
maintain law and order. Several
protesters were reportedly ar-
rested during clashes with law en-
forcement agencies, further esca-

The ongomg protests have
disrupted business activities,
educational institutions, and es-
sential services, adding to public
inconvenience.

Authorities have urged pro-
testers to remain peaceful while
warning against any attempts to
disturb public order.
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Editorial:

Quetta is once again at
the mercy of a winter
crisis that has become
all too familiar: low
gas pressure, unan-
nounced load shed-
ding, and complete ad-
ministrative silence.
Every year, citizens
are told to “bear with
the situation” as tem-
peratures fall and
heaters, stoves, and
geysers turn useless.
Yet the authorities re-
sponsible — Sui
Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC) and the
federal energy man-
agers — continue to
operate without ac-
countability.

A City Freezing
While  Authorities
Look Away

The people of
Balochistan are right
to ask: Why must
Quetta suffer the
same crisis every win-
ter while no structural
reform is introduced?
Why are consumers
forced to pay heavy
bills for a service that
barely exists? And
why do officials in
Karachi and
Islamabad continue to
treat Balochistan’s gas
issues as a scasonal
inconvenience rather
than a governance
failure?

Despite
Balochistan being an
energy-producing re-
gion, its residents
struggle every winter
for the very resource
extracted from their
own soil. This contra-
diction reflects a deep-
rooted policy imbal-
ance in the federation,

How Long Will Quetta
Pay the Price for SSGC and
Federal Negligence?

where Balochistan
remains last on the
priority list — not be-
cause of a shortage of
resources, but be-
cause of a shortage of
political will.

SSGC’s Re-
peated Excuses and
Decades of Misman-
agement

The SSGC’s per-
formance adds an-
other layer of frustra-
tion. Each year, the
company offers the
same explanations —
“excessive demand,”
“pipeline pressure is-
sues,”  “technical
challenges.

” Yet no one ex-
plains why these
problems remain un-
resolved despite de-
cades of complaints.
‘Why have there been
no significant infra-
structure upgrades?
Why has the com-
pany failed to intro-
duce a clear winter
management plan for
Quetta? Why is com-
munication with con-
sumers absent?

The unannounced
nature of the load
shedding exposes a
complete disregard for
public convenience.
‘When outages are not
scheduled or an-
nounced, families can-
not plan meals, heat-
ing, or even basic
daily routines. Hospi-
tals  and clinics
struggle to maintain
warm environments
for patients. Small
businesses suffer.
And in a city where
temperatures  can
drop below freezing,
such negligence is not

just inconvenient — it
is dangerous.
Federal
Government’s Weak
Oversight and
Balochistan’s Low Pri-

rity

The federal gov-
ernment cannot es-
cape responsibility ei-
ther. Energy manage-
ment is a national is-
sue, and the pattern of
winter mismanage-
ment in Balochistan
reflects weak over-
sight, poor planning,
and anunfair allocation
of resources. The si-
lence of policymakers
during these crises
sends a clear message:
Quetta’s suffering is
not a priority.

‘What Quetta
needs is not another
round of hollow state-
ments. It nceds a
transparent winter gas
plan, proper infra-
structure investment,
honest communication | heavy rainfalls and di-
with the public, and [ sastrous floods. Inter-
real accountability for [ governmental Panel on
SSGC. Most impor- | Climate Change had al-
tantly, it needs the fed- | ready waved multiple
eral government to fi- [ red flags about dire
nally treat Balochistan cot:seq;‘xences Og Cli
as an equal stake- [ mate change in Paki-
holder inqnationa] re- | stan. The authorities
source management, | should have been on

The people of | theirtoes in response to
Quetta have endured the contours of the cri-
enough. Their patience | 818 but we witnessed
should not be mistaken | €Verything otherwise.
for acceptance. With- Balochistan Vul

et : . | nerable to Climate Cri-
out decisive action, this | ¢
recurring winter crisis It is noteworthy
will continue o expose | that almost 30 districts
not only the inefficien- | of Balochistan have
cies of SSGC but also | peen badly hit by the
the federl'cil current climate emer-
govemmenls unwill- | gency. People who
ingness to address %vere ilready?irowning
long-standing injus- | in man made disasters
tices. of inflation, poverty,

Sardar Mengal:
Climate change is un-
leashing its worst ef-

fects in the form of

political crisis are cur-
rently drowning in a
Natural disaster.
Nushki,  Khuzdar,
Lasbela, Bolan and Jhal
Magsi received much
of the inflictions of
flash floods.

People were left
stranded to flow with
the waves as seen in
footages, circulating on
social media. Unfortu-
nately, disturbing pic-
tures of dead bodies of
children covered with
mud, families who
were sitting helplessly
on debris of their
houses and sinking
valuables of the people
couldn’t awaken the
government from its
stupor. Even more
gloomily, the enraging
waves of floods-en-
gulfing lives and prop-
erty, converting every-
thing into dust & debris
and wreaking havoc all

around- couldn’t ment
breaking news on na-
tional media.

Prior disregard and
later delayed response
have mulfiplied inflic-
tions of the catastro-

Loss of land com-
munication has further
isolated the stricken ar-
eas making true estima-
tion of destruction
more exhausting.
Timely decision
and act can reduce the
effect of Climate
Change
To stop ballooning
problems into crisis;
rescue, relief and reha
bilitation operations
should be carried out
on full scale as the cur-
rent pace is insufficient
to meet the require-
ment. NDMA and
PDMA need to reach
out to the peripheral
areas that are out of the

ar.
It’s high time for
the provincial and fed-
eral coalition govern-
ment to pay special at-
tention to those whose
lives are at the stake.
Political parties need to
rise above the tradi-
tional politics and
launch concerted ef-
forts to help out the ca-
lamity stricken at the
earliest. Social welfare
organisations should
come forward to heal
the lesions of suffering
humans. On national
media, there should be
special discourse and
discussion on settle-
ment and rehabilitation
of the affected people.

In addition to en-
suring; re-building of
eroded infrastructure,
compensation  for
losses, clean water, ad-
equate supply of food,
there should be numer-

The Looming threat of Climate
Crisis in Pakistan

ous measures in pipe-
line to overcome the
post-flood outcomes
such as increased risk
of infectious diseases.
The flood-stricken area
can become a breeding
ground for many health
related problems. Sup-
plying preventive medi-
cines and upholding
precautionary mea-
sures can halt the on-
slaught of infectious
diseases.

The state machin-
ery in its all forms
should come into play
to navigate a safe pas-
sage out of this hurri-
cane of climate emer-
gency enveloping us
now.

The author is a fi-
nal year MBBS student
at King Edward Medi-
cal University Lahore,
Pakistan. He can be
reached on twitter via
(@SardarMengall 1.

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan

By Shakoor Khan:
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community  Help
(TEACH) ~ project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah, Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.

“IRC is striving
hard to_promote girl’s
education in
Balochistan besides im-
parting  vocational
trainings on financial lit-
eracy and trades to make
them financially inde-
pendent,” said Shareef
Mengal, Head of IRC
Balochistan during a
policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of
girl’s education in
Balochistan held in col-
laboration with UK aid at
local hotel here.

Balochistan Educa-
tion minister
Naseebullah Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from the
Education ministry, Di-
rectorate of Special Edu-
cation,

Literacy, Non-For-
mal Education & Human
Rights Department,
Balochistan Assess-
ment and Examination
Commission,
Balochistan Textbook
Board , Policy Planning
Implementation Unit |
Provincial Institute of
Teachers Education,
Education  Support
Programme, Global Part-
nership of Education,
German Agency for In”
ternational Cooperation,
United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emer-
gency Fund Society for
Community Strengthen-
ing and Promotion of
Education, Balochistan,
Institute for Develup-
ment Studies and Prac-
tices, Japan Interna-
tional  Cooperation
Agency also attended
the event.

The event hosted
conversations with mul-

tiple stakeholders in-
cluding education ex-
perts and government
functionaries on the
barriers faced by girls in
the province in pursu-
ing their education and
discussed possible so-
lutions to combat those
barriers.

salient feature

of the
project IRC

While highlighting
the salient feature of the
project IRC chief in
Balochistan Shareef
Mengal said under the
“Girls Learn” stream of
the project, 22,000 girls
received classes on
Package A, B and C of
non-formal curriculum,
of them 4000 enrolled in
mainstream  formal
schooling system.
Under” Girls Earn’

stream of the project, girls from all ethnic
7000 girls completed ~groups, and socioeco-
Package A of the non- nomic backgrounds,”
formal curriculum, out of We are committed
these 7000 girls, 5000 re-  to assist and contribute
ceived training on finan- to building economically i
cial literacy and business prosperous, and edu-
development planning. cated Balochistan, so
2400 girls received train-  every child has access to
ing on 8 vocational education.
trades and toolkits and He however wel-
250 girls received finan- comed the support ex-
cial grants to starta busi- tended by the Interna-
SS. tional Rescue Committee
Naseebullah Marri, for providing educa-
Education Minister tional and vocational
Balochistan, on the oc- ~ training opportunities,
casion urged that “We saying he is very grate-
must do our part to re- ful for the on-ground ini-
move the barriers faced tiative of communit;
by girls in the region so based ~schools in
that every girl can pur- Balochistan.”
sue her education and Abdul Rauf Baloch
become a valuable mem- — Secretary Secondary
ber of society” Education on the occa-
“The Governmentis sion appreciated the
makingall out efforts to  contributions of IRC for

combat the low literacy girls’ education in
rate which has affected Balochistan.

He shared that edu-
cation is a complex sub-
ject which cannot be dis-
cussed without WAS!
healih and other faci

" This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-
evant departments and
stakeholders  who
should play their role ef-
fectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his re-
marks said that “We as a
society need to commit
to prioritize and focus on
Girls® Education through
adequale resources.
Girls’ education in
Balochistan is one of the
biggest challenges faced
by the country and to
deal with it we must work
with innovative methods
like Non-Formal Educa-
tion.,

” He further added

that, “Over the years, we
have realized that if girls
are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and
provide access to life-
long learning opportuni-
ties like productive skills
and life-skills within
communities.
Girl’s education is
correlated with
lower rates of

poverty
The panel discus-
sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
runity for the f

education by providing
gender inclusive facili-
ties and quality of edu-
cation.

The event was a
culmination of three ses-
sions where the first was
hosted to discuss the
barriers faced by girls in
pursuing their educa-
tion. The panelists of
the first sessi

categories: Cultural
Economic and Service
Delivery. The panelists
recommended Acceler-
ated Learning Programs
(ALPs) as a viable op-
tion while i

to understand that girl’s
education is correlated
with lower rates of pov-
ertyand improved health
outcomes. While stimu-
lating dialogue, the
stakeholders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to girls”

with  skill-ba
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.

Initiatives to

combat the
barriers to
education

The second session
was focused on sustain-
able initiatives to combat
the barriers with the help
of Non-Formal Educa-
tion in bridging the gap
between primary and
secondary schooling.

hairperson of the
session, Mr. Abdul
Khaliq — Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Planning,
and Implementation
Unit welcomed the par-
ticipants and empha-
sized the importance of
solutions to these barri-
ers.

Mr. Ashraf Gichki —
Director Literacy and
Non-Formal Education
shared contribution of
NFE department toward
provision of second
chance of education to
out-of-school children.

Personal
struggles in
overcoming

the barriers to

education

The third and final
session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their  personalized
struggles in overcoming
the barriers to educa-
tion.

Anam — client of
TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center,

she can read books
and newspapers. Simra
from the same district
shared that her parents
don’t allow travelling
long distances to attend
school but after opening
of ALP center at door-
steps, she was able to
join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
motheris the only bread-
winner of home and
works at houscholds of
others to earn income.
Haleema shared that she
is the only child of her
family who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.




INTERNATIONAL

Monday,February.09.2026

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Iran says rlght to enrich uranium is key to success of US nuclear talks
k

NEWS DESK: Rec-
ognition of Iran's right
to enrich uranium is
key for nuclear talks
with the US to suc-
ceed, Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi said on
Sunday.

American and Ira-
nian diplomats held in-
direct talks in Oman
on Friday, aimed at
reviving diplomacy
amid a US naval
buildup near Iran and
Tehran's vows of a
harsh response if at-
tacked.

"Zero enrichment
can never be accepted
by us. Hence, we
need to focus on dis-
cussions that accept
enrichment inside Iran
while building trust
that enrichment is and
will stay for peaceful
purposes," Araqchi
said.

Iran and the US
held five rounds of
nuclear talks last year,
which stalled mainly
due to disagreements
over uranium enrich-
ment inside Iran. In
June, the US attacked

-
Iranian nuclear facili-
ties at the end ofa 12-
day Isracli bombing richment
campaign.

b

Tehran has since
said it has halted en-
activity,
which the US views

as a possible pathway
to nuclear
Iran says its nuclear
programme is solely

for peaceful purposes.
A diplomat in the

region briefed by Iran

told Reuters on Friday

ombs.

that Tehran was open
to dlscussmg the "level
and purity" of enrich-
ment as well as other

granted sanctions re-
lief in addition to mili-
tary de-escalation.

"Iran's insistence
on enrichment is not
merely technical or
economic (...) it is
rooted in a desire for
mdcpcndcncc and dig-
nity," Araqchi said.
"No one has the right
to tell the Iranian na-
tion what it should or
should not have."

The minister also
said that Iran's missile
programme, which the
US would like to in-
clude in negotiations,
had never been part of
the agenda. President
Masoud Pezeshkian
said in a post on Sun-
day that talks with the
US were a "step for-
ward" and that Tehran
wanted its rights under
the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty to be
respected.

The date and
venue of the next
round of talks will be
determined in consul-
tation with Oman and
might not be Muscat,
Araqchi said.

arrangements, as long
as it was allowed to
enrich uranium on its
soil and would be

US pressing Ukraine and Russia to end

NEWS DESK: The
United States wants
Ukraine and Russia to
end their nearly four-
year war by June, and
has offered to host talks
between the two sides in
Florida next week, Ukrai-
nian President
Volodymyr Zelensky
aid.

US-led efforts to
end Europe’s deadliest
conflict since World War
Il have stepped up a
gear in recent weeks, but
Moscow and Kyiv re-
main at odds over the
Key issue of territory.

Russia, which occu-
pies around 20 per cent
ofits neighbour, is push-
ing for full control of
Ukraine’s  eastern
Donetsk region as part
of any deal and has
threatened to take it by
force if talks fail. But
Ukraine says ceding
ground will embolden
Moscow and has sig-
nalled it will not sign an
agreement that fails to
deter Russia from inv:
~

Gunmen Kill three people and abduct Catholic
priest in northern Nigeria

NEWS DESK: Gun-
men killed three people
and abducted a Catho-
lic priest and several
others during an early
morning attack on the
clergyman’s residence
in northern Nigeria's
Kaduna state, church
and police sources said
on Sunday.
Saturday’s assault
in Kauru district high-
lights persistent inse-
curity in the region, and
camé days after secu-
rity services rescued all
166 worshippers ab-
ducted in attacks by
gunmen on  two

ing again.

has proposed for the
first time that the two ne-
gotiating teams —
Ukraine and Russia —
meet in the United
States, probably in Mi-
ami, in a week’s time,”

Zelensky told reporters
in comments made pub-
lic on Saturday. “They
say that they want to do
everylhmg by June,” he

ated two rounds of ne-
gotiation between the
two sides in Abu Dhabi
since January, brokering
a major prisoner ex-
change but failing to
reacha
territory. Both Moscow
and Kyiv say talks have
been difficult.

zone'

peatedly expressed frus-
tration that his country
is being asked to make
disproportionate com-
- promises compared to

churches elsewhere in
Kaduna.

drawn the attention of
US President Donald
Trump, who has ac-
cused Nigeria’s gov-
ernment of failing to
protect Christians, a
charge Abuja denies.

what they described as
terrorist targets in
northwestern Nigeria
on December 25.

cese of Kafanchan
named the kidnapped
clergyman as Nathaniel
Asuwaye, parish priest

Russia. Ukraine has pro-
posed freezing the con-
flict along the current
front lines.

But Russia has re-
jected this, and Wash-
ington has pushed for
Kyiv to convert the land
it currently controls in
the Donetsk region into

a “free economic zone™
where neither side has
military control.

“Even if we come to
the creation of a free
economic zone, we will
need fair and reliable
rules,” Zelensky said.

The two sides have
also failed to reach a

““common understand-
ing” on the issue of con-
on trol overthe Ri
cupied Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant,
Zelensky said.

Russian  forces
seized the plant, the larg-
est in Europe, at the start
of the conflict and have
held onto it since.
Ukraine will not tolerate
Russia and the United
States making deals

“The United States

The US has medi-

‘Free economic

Zelensky has re-

cow,

of Holy Trinity Catho-
lic Church in Karku,
and said 10 other
people were abducted.

Three residents
were killed during the
attack, which began at
about 3:20am (7:20
PKT, the diocese said
in a statement.

A Kaduna police
spokesperson  con-
firmed the incident, but
said five people had
been abducted in total
and that the three
people killed were
members of the secu-
rity forces.

“Security agents

Such attacks have

US forces struck

The Catholic Dio-

rural

states.
A

war by June

about Ukraine behind its
back, Zelensky added.

Russia
Ukraine’s grid

Throughout the ne-
gotiating progress Rus-
sia has launched waves
of deadly strikes on
Ukraine that have cut
heating and power to
millions during freezing
temperatures.

Russian attacks
forced Ukraine’s three
operating nuclear power
plants to throttle their
generation capacity.

“creating a direct risk of
anuclear incident”, For-
eign Minister Andny
Sybiga said.

he UN’s atomic
energy watchdog issued
a statement calling for
“restraint”.
which denies targeting
civilians,
Ukraine on Friday of or-
chestrating the shooting
of a top military intelli-
gence general in Mos-
leaving  him
wounded. Kyiv has yet
to comment.

exchanged gunfire
with the bandits, killed
some of them, and un-
fortunately, two sol-
diers and a police of-
ficer lost their lives,” he
said.

Rights group Am-
nesty International said
in a statement on Sun-
day lhatngeria s secu-
ity crisis was “increas-
ingly getting out of
hand”. It accused the
government of “gross
incompetence”
failure to protect civil-
ians as gunmen kill,
abduct and terrorise
communities
across several northern

presidency
spokesperson could
not immediately be
reached for comment.

Pope Leo, during
his weekly address to
the faithful
Peter’s Square, ex-
pressed solidarity with
the victims of recent
attacks in Nigeria.

“I hope that the
competent authorities
will continue to act
with determination to
ensure the security and
protection of every
citizen’s life,”

Russia,

accused

in St.

Leo said.

hits | NEWS DESK: Indian
refiners are avoiding
Russian oil purchases
for delivery in April and
are expected to stay
away from such trades
for longer, refining and
trade sources said, a
move that could help
New Delhi seal a trade
pact with Washington.

The US and India
moved closer to a trade
pact on Friday, announc-
ing a framework for a
deal they hope to con-
clude by March that
would lower tariffs and
deepen economic coop-
eration.

Indian Oil, Bharat
Petroleum, and Reliance
Industries are not ac-
cepting offers from trad-
ers for Russian oil load-
ing in March and April,
said a trader who ap-
proached the refiners.

hese refiners,
however, had already
scheduled some deliver-
ies of Russian oil in
March, refining sources
said. Most other refiners
have stopped buying
Russian crude.

Trump says India
‘committed’ to halting
purchases

The three refiners
and the oil ministry did

Indian refiners avoid Russian oil in push for

US trade deal: sources

not respond to requests

for comment. The trade
minister on Saturday re-
ferred questions about
Russian oil to the foreign
minist

“Diversifying our
energy sourcing in keep-
ing with objective mar-
ket conditions and
evolving international
dynamics is at the core
of our strategy” to en-
sure energy security for
the world’s most-popu-
lous nation.

Although a US-In-
dia statement on the
trade framework did not
mention Russian oil,
President  Donald
Trump rescinded his 25
per cent tariffs on Indian
goods, imposed over

2025 levels.

One regular Indian
buyer is Russia-backed
private refiner Nayara,
which relies solely on
Russian oil for its
400,000-barrel-per-day
refinery. Sources said
Nayara may be allowed
to keep buying Russian
oil because other crude
sellers pulled back after
the European Union
sanctioned the refiner in
July. Nayara also does
not plan to import Rus-
sian crude in April due
to amonth-long refinery
maintenance shutdown,
asource familiar with its
operations said.

Nayara did not re-
spond to an email seek-
ing comment.

Russian oil purchases,
because, he said, New
Delhi had “committed to
stop directly or indi-
rectly” importing Rus-
sian oil.

New Delhi has not
announced plans to halt
Russian oil imports.

India became the
top buyer of discounted
Russian seaborne crude
after Russia mvaded
Ukraine in 2022, spurri
abacklash from Westem
nations that had tar-
geted Russia’s energy
sector with sanctions
aimed at curtailing
Moscow’s revenue and
‘making it harder to fund
the war.

India’s Russian-oil
imports a fraction of

NEWS DESK: China
condemned on Sunday
the deadly suicide bomb-
ing at an imambargah in
Islamabad earlier this
week, a;semng that it
“firmly supports™ the Pa-
kistani government in
safeguarding national
security and stability.
“China is deeply
shocked by the deadly
explosion in Pakistan’s
capital Islamabad and
the heavy casualties it
has inflicted. China
mourns for the lives lost,
and our hearts go out to
the injured and those
who lost their loved

es.

“China strongly
condemns the attack,
opposes any form of ter-
rorism and firmly sup-
ports the Pakistani gov-
emnment in safeguarding
national security and
stability and protecting
the safety of the people,™
a statement by the Chi-
nese foreign’ ministry
said.

Turkiye FM offers
condolences over loss
of life

Separately, in a
phone call with Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar, his
Turkish counterpart
Hakan Fidan conveyed
“heartfelt condolences
on behalf of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
himself, and the broth-
erly people of Turkiye”
over the loss of life in the
attack, the Foreign Of-
fice (FO) said.

FM Dar “thanked
the Turkish leadership
for their solidarity and
reaffirmed Pakistan’s un-

and

shaken resolve to com-
bat terrorism and protect
its civilians,” according
to the statement.

“Both leaders also
exchanged views on bi-
lateral relations, matters
of mutual imerest, and
key regional and inter-
national  develop-
ments,” the FO added.

The attack took
place inside the mosque
at the Imambargah Qast-
i-Khadijatul Kubra, lo-
cated in the Tarlai area
of what is considered
‘rural Islamabad’, off
Lehtrar Road on Friday.
It left over 30 people
dead and more 100 in-
jured.

Police officials said
the blast occurred after
Friday prayers, adding
that the attacker was
stopped at the gate of
the mosque, where he
detonated his explosive
payload.

Footage and pho-
tos from the blast site
showed several bodies
lying near the mosque’s
front gate, with people

China condemns Islamabad imambargah
attack, says it supports Pakistan
in safeguarding national security

and debris also strewn
across the red-carpeted
prayer hall.

Dozens more
wounded were lying in
the garden outside the
‘mosque as people called
for help.

The brazen attack
elicited an outpouring of
grief from across the
country, and prompted
condemnations from
‘most world capitals, as
well as local political and
religious groups.

Authorities have
pointed fingers at Af-
ghanistan and India as
the investigation into
the incident continues.

Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi said yes-
terday that four facilita-
tors behind the suicide
bombing, including the
mastermind,

had been arrested,
saying the suspects
were detained in over-
night raids in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

He said multiple
agencies launched an
investigation immedi-

ately after the blast and
carried out operations
overnight. “T want to
praise our agencies and
the Counter-Terrorism
Department in KP that all
the people who were
linked to the blast, in-
cluding the master-
minds, were arrested be-
fore 3am,” he added.

After the blast,
raids were conducted in
Peshawar and Nowshera
and the facilitators and
the mastermind were ar-
rested.

Naqvi claimed that
the mastermind was an
Afghan national, affi
ated with the militant
lamic State (IS) group.
“The terrorist involved
in the incident got trai
ing in Afghanistan. How
he was trained, his travel
history tells every-
thing,” Naqvi said.

A KP police assis-
tant sub-inspector was
martyred during the
overnight raids, while
several personnel were
injured, the minister
added.
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Large-scale anti-encroachment drive contineus in DIKhan

DERA ISMAIL
KHAN (INP):  As
part of an ongoing
large-scale anti-en-
croachment drive, the
district administration
carried out an opera-

tion in Mohalla Hafiz
Jamal Sahib and
Mohalla Juma Shah
on the directives of
the Deputy Commis-
sioner Dera Ismail

The operation was
conducted by the Rev-
enue Department in
coordination with the
Tehsil Municipal Ad-
ministration (TMA),
during which en-

croachments on gov-
ernment land and
within the road right of
way were identified
and marked.

During the action,
the concerned occu-

pants were instructed
to remove the illegal
encroachments volun-
tarily within the speci- trictadministration has
fied timeframe, failing urged citizens to ex-
which legal proceed- — tend fullcoopcmlion in
ings would be initiated

by the district admin-
istration under rel-
evant laws. The dis-

emphasizing that the
drive aims to ensure
smooth traffic flow,
improve public conve-
nience, and enhance
civic infrastructure.
Officials stated that

the large-scale anti-
encroachment drive
will continue across
the district to restore
public spaces and up-
hold urban manage-
ment standards.

Taliban reglme created conditions worse than
pre-9/11 in Afghanistan: President Zardari

ISLAMABAD more.
(INP):" President Asif Pakistan’s Interior
Ali Zardari strongly Minister ~ Mohsin
condemned the situa- Naqvi confirmed that
tion in Afghanistan, security forces have
stating that the Taliban arrested all individuals
regime has created involved, including an
conditions similartoor alleged Afghan na-
worse than those be- tional linked to the
fore 9/11, when terror-  banned terrorist group
istorganisations posed Islamic State (ISIS).
threats to global In a statement,
peace, culminating in President  Zardari
the 9/11 tragedy. thanked world leaders,
The statement governments, and in-
comes after a suicide ternational
attack at a mosque in organisations for their
the Tarlai Kalan area support and solidarity
of Islamabad on Fri- with Pakistan in this

vided comfort to the
people of Pakistan and
strength to the families
of the victims.

He said these
messages reaffirm
that the fight against
terrorism and the vio-
lent ideology that
drives it, is a shared
globa] responsibility
and a  common
struggle for all.

The President said
Pakistan has long
maintained that terror-
ism cannot be con-
fronted by a single
country in isolation.

terrorist groups are al-
lowed space, facilita-
tion or impunity be-
yond national borders,
the consequences are
borne by innocent ci-
vilians all over the
world.

The President also
underlined that certain
neighbouring countries
have, regrettably, be-
come partners in
crime by allowing ter-
rorist elements to op-
erate against Pakistan
from their soil, provid-
ing direct financing,
technical, and military

IDUBAL, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: A Souvenrsbeing Prosented to Chlrtan Serate of Pakdstan
HLE. Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani at a Prestigious Ceremony Marking the appointment of Syed Kashi
[Ali As Honorary Consul of the chuhllc of Moldova in Pakistan,

Sindh Education Foundation organizes
STEAM event

day, which killed at moment of grief. He
least 33 worshippers said the messages of
and injured dozens sympathy have pro-

He observed that
Pakistan’s experience
has shown that when

support, which has
impacted regional sta-
bility.

NAWABSHAH
(INP): Sindh Educa-
tion Foundation (SEF),
Government of Sindh,
successfully organized
a STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineer-
ing, Arts, and Math-
ematics) event at PSP
School Junior Branch,
S haheed

Benazirabad.

The event was in-
augurated by Chair-
man District Council
Shaheed Benazirabad
Ali Akbar Jamali and
SEF Regional Head
Imam Bakhsh Arisar.

The objective of
this educational and
scientific event was to
promote modern sci-
entific trends, creative
thinking, research, and
practical skills among
students.

Various ~ stalls
were set up during the
event

where students
showcased models,
scientific experiments,
innovative projects,
and educational exhib-
its related to science,
technology, engineer-
ing, arts, and math-
ematics.

Students not only
explained the useful-
ness of their models
but also highlighted
modern scientific prin-
ciples and their prac-
tical applications,
clearly reflecting their
intellectual maturity
and creative abilities.

The event wa
tended by senior edu-
cationist Razi Khan
Jamali, President Dis-
trict Bar Nawabshah

Ali Raza Channa,
President Press Club
Muhammad Anwar
Sheikh, District Coor-
dinator Munir Ali
Memon,

school administra-
tion, teachers, educa-
tion experts,

parents, and other
distinguished person-
alities from different
walks of life. On this

occasion, Member
Sindh  Assembly
Ghulam Qadir
Chandio,

Chairman District
Council Ali Akbar
Jamali, Regional Head
Imam Bakhsh Arisar,
and other guests re-
viewed the students’
performance  and
highly appreciated
their creativity and tal-
ent.

Addressmg lhe
gathering,

Ghulam Qadlr
Chandio, Chairman
District Council Ali
Akbar Jamali, SEF
Regional Head Imam
Bakhsh Arisar,

District Head
Mumtaz Chandio, and
others said that educa-
tion in the modern era
is not limited to text-
books alone but also
includes practical ex-
perience, research,
and promotion of cre-
ative thinking.

They emphasized
that STEAM educa-
tion provides students
with opportunities to
develop a scientific
mindset, problem-solv-
ing skills, and harmony
with modern technol-
ogy.

Pakistan, Malaysia

mull joint strategies

to counter maritime
security threats

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Pakistan and
Malaysia have agreed
to enhance future-ori-
ented cooperation be-
tween their navies, fo-
cusing on maritime
security, operational
collaboration, and ca-
pacity building.

According to an
Inter-Services Public
Relations  (ISPR)
Chief of Naval Staff
Admiral ~ Naveed
Ashrafpaid an official
visit to

Malaysia, where
he held meetings with
the leadership of the
Royal  Malaysian
Navy. Upon his ar-
rival at the Royal Ma-
laysian Navy Head-
quarters, Admiral
Naveed Ashraf was
presented with a
guard of honour.

During the meet-
ings, both sides dis-
cussed regional mari-
time security, opera-
tional cooperation, and
initiatives aimed at
strengthening naval

capabilities.

Admiral Naveed
Ashrafhighlighted Pa-
kistan Navy’s contri-
butions to regional sta-
bility, including its role
in Regional Maritime
Security Patrols and
participation in the
Combined Maritime
Forces. As part of the
visit, the Naval Chief
also toured Malaysia’s
National Hydrographic
Centre, where discus-
sions were held on
training collaboration
and  data-sharing
mechanisms.

Both navies
agreed to pursue en-
hanced, future-fo-
cused cooperation to
address  evolving
maritime challenges.
ISPR stated that the
visit would further
strengthen bilateral
naval relations, with
both sides exchanging
views on joint strate-
gies to effectively
counter maritime se-
curity threats in the
region.

Mastermind of India
funded suicide bombing
at Islamabad imambargah
in custody: Naqvi

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi has confirmed
that the mastermind of
the Islamabad suicide
blast, associated with
the banned Daesh, is in
the custody of Pakistan
along with the attacker's
facilitators.

Addressing  a
presser in Islamabad, he
said that the mastermind
and the facilitators of
the deadly attack were
arrested in raids con-
ducted

in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s
Peshawar and Nowshera
immediately after the
blast.

His comments come
in the wake of Friday's
deadly attack at an
Islamabad imambargah
during prayers, which
left at least 33 people
marlyrcd and dozens in-

"1 am telling you
again with clarity that
their [terrorist outfits]
entire funding is being
provided by India. All
targets being provided

said during his presser.

e added that the
KP Counter Terrorism
Department has arrested
all individuals linked to
the attack, adding that
the CTD and other agen-
cies worked together as
ateam during the opera-
tions.

During the raids, he
said that a KP policeman
was martyred and a few
others were injured.

"We have evidence
of how the attacker was
trained and how he was
brought here. The plan-
ning and training were
carried out in Afghani-
stan," the interior minis-
ter said.

Nagqvi said that In-
dia was funding terror-
ist networks, including
Daesh, adding that pay-
ments to each militant
have increased from $500
to $1,500.

"India has tripled its
terror budget after facing
a defeat in May," he said.

However, Naqvi
vowed to stop terrorism
even "if terrorists in-
crease their budget ten-
fold".

to them by India,” Naqvi
T

'UETTA: Group photo of Provincial President Pakistan Pnrammilcxl Staff Association Sahfa Mengal

land Vice-President Naik

with Civil He

ff after they released from prison.

Chinese architectural Punjab Governor
firm opens visits blast site,
office in Pakistan condoles mosque Imam

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
delegation from the
Shenzhen University
Institute of Architec-
tural Design & Re-

tion in infrastructure

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider
Khan on Sunday vis-
ited the Imambargah

blast in the strongest
terms and reaffirmed
that terrorists would be
brought to justice.
“Those who target

development, urban in-
novation and sustain-
able growth.

The inauguration

search Limited was led by Nianzhong | Khadija-tul-Kubra in Muslims bowing down
(SUIADR) inaugu- Li, Deputy President of | Trilai Kalan, where a to Allah Almighty in
rated here its new of- SUIADR. The delega- | suicide blast took place places of worship, will
fice. tion included Zhenyuan | a couple of days ago, be made an example

The launch of the
Islamabad office fol-
lows a strategic col-
laboration agreement
signed between
SUIADR and Habib
Rafiqg Engineering

Yang and Quan Cheng,
both Deputy Chief Ar-
chitects, Xinyu Wan,
Lead Architect of the
Design Studio, and Tao
Sun, Project Consult-
ant and Chief Executive

resulting in the martyr-
dom and injury of sev-
eral worshippers.
Upon arrival at the
site, the Governor was
briefed in detail about
the entire incident by

and brought to justice”,
he said adding that is-
suing condemnation
statements of a suicide
attack  on an
Imambargah can never
be enough. He re-

(Pvt.) Ltd (HRL Officer of Sunchang|the Imam of the minded that country's
Group Construction & Engi- | Imambargah, Raja valour security forces
The agreement neering Consulting Co., | Basharat ~ Hussain were already engaged

was initially formalized
in December 2025, ac-
cording to a Gwadar
Pro's report.

With the establish-
ment of its Islamabad
office, SUIADR will
provide on-ground
support for architec-
tural and urban devel-
opment projects in Pa-
kistan, introducing in-
novative design prac-
tices and internationally
recognized standards.

The initiative fur-
ther reinforces Paki-
stan—China coopera-

Ltd. The ceremony
was attended by
Muhammad  Aslam
Malik, Chief Operating
Officer of the HRL
Group; Khalid Taimur
Akram, Advisor to the
Chairman of HRL; and
Imran Zahid, Chief Ex-
ecutive Otflcer of
Capital Smart Motors,
underscoring the im-
portance of the col-
laboration in strength-
ening design excel-
lence and knowledge
exchange between Pa-
kistan and China.

Imami, who explained
the nature of the blast
and the situation fol-
lowing the attack. The
Governor  offered
prayers for the martyrs
and inquired about the
well-being of the in-
jured.

Speaking to the
media, Governor
Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan said that
terrorists carried blasts
in mosques have no
connection with the
religion of islam.

He condemned the

in eradicating the terror
network from the
country . “The officers
and soldiers of the Pa-
kistan armed forces
have rendered immor-
tal sacrifices in the war
against terrorism”, he
said. The governor
highllghled that those
acting upon Indian
sponsorship would be
punished hard. “Indian-
sponsored terrorists
and their facilitators
will be taken to their
logical end”, said the
Punjab governor .

Bijerd ideli Al ATURC: ; 4
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Raln, snowfall forecast across Pakistan
as cold wave returns

Noushki, Harnai,
Zhob, Kalat, Mastung,
Barkhan, Sibi, Loralal

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The Pakistan
Meteorological De-

pected at isolated
places in Murree,
Galiyat, Islamabad/

Guanche, Shigar),
Kashmir (Neelum val-
ley, Muzaffarabad,

partment (PMD) has Khuzdar, Rawalpindi, Attock, Poonch, Hattian,
forecast rain and Gawadar, Pdnjgur dnd Chakwal, Jhelum, Bagh, Haveli,
snowfall across vari- Awaran on 08th and Sargodha, Mianwali, Sudhanoti, Kotli,
ous parts of the coun-  09th February. Bhakkar, Layyah, Bhimber, Mirpur on
try from Sunday until K y b ¢ r Dera Ghazi Khan, 09th and 10th Febru-
February 10. Pakhtunkhwa: Rain Khushab,  Jhang, ary. Hailstormis likely

According  to with strong winds and Noorpurthal, Gujrat, at isolated places in

PMD over the next
three days, rain and
snowfall are expected
in different areas of
Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan, Gilgit-
Baltistan, and Azad

thunderstorms is ex-
pected in Chitral, Dir,
Swat, Kalam,
Shangla, Kohistan,
Bunner, Battagram,
Mansechra,
Abbottabad, Haripur,
Mardan, Peshawar,

Gujranwala, Kashmir during the
Hafizabad, Mandi period.
Bahauddin, Sialkot and Partly cloudy to
Narowal from 09th to cloudy weather is ex-
10th February while pected over most dis-
partly cloudy weather ~tricts of the province
in Lahore during the with light rain with
period. gusty winds may oc-

Kashmir. On February Swabi, Charsadda, Hailstormis likely cur in Coastal Arcas
9 and 10, several dis- Kohat, Kurram, at isolated places dur- on 08th and 09th Feb-
tricts of Punjab, in- Bannu, Bajaur, ing the period. Gusty ruary.

Authorities
warned that in Khyber
tricts. Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-

Gilgit Baltistan Bal n, and Azad
and Kashmir: Rain Kashmir, slippery

winds/windstorm
likely in southern dis

cluding the lully areas
of Murree, may also
experience snowfall.

Balochistan: Rain
along with snowfall is

Mohmand, Khyber,
Orakzai, Dera Ismail
Khan and Waziristan
on 09th and 10th Feb-
ruary. Hailstorm is

with snowfall is ex- roads could affect
pected in Diamir, traffic flow, urging
Astore, Ghizer, motorists to drive cau-
Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit, tiously.

expected in Quetta,
Ziarat, Chaman,
Pishin, Ql]la Abdullah,
Qilla Saifullah, Chaghi,

likely atisolated places

during thc pcnud
ab/

ls]amabad Ram is ex-




BALOCHISTAN Monday,February.09.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Rain and Snowfall Expected from Sunday Two People Shot Dead by
Across Balochistan Unidentified Motorcyclists in
Sibi Balochistan

News Desk: Two the scene immediately to a hospital for iden-
young men were shot after the attack. tification and comple-
dead by unidentified Law enforcement tion of legal formali-
motorcyclists  on officials rushed to the ties.
Allahabad Road in spot, cordoned off the Police said further
Sibi on Friday, trigger- arca, and initiated an investigation is under-
ing panic in the area.  investigation into the way to trace the at-
According to po- incident. tackers and determine
lice, the assailants The bodies of the the motive behind the
opened fire and fled victims were shifted shooting.

NEWS DESK: Rain Sunday to Wednesday, Chagai, light rain. further warned that
and hailstormare likely according to the Me- ‘Washuk, Surab, In some areas, in-  light snowfall is likely
in Quetta and various teorological Depart- Noshki and Mastung, cluding Khuzdar, over mountainous re-
parts of Balochistanas  ment. while Quetta, Panjgur, Kalat and Kharan, gions of Chaman,
anew weather system The Met Office Loralai, Qila Saifullah, rain may be accompa- Noshki, Qila Abdullah,
is expected to affect saidlight rainfallis ex- Qila Abdullah and nied by hailstorms. Qila Saifullah and
the province from pected in Khuzdar, Zhob mayalsoreceive The department Ziarat.

Bugti Calls BPSC Chairman’s Appointment Mehta Kailash Nat Kohli
a Step Toward Merit Reappointed as BPSC
Chairman for Another Term

NEWS DESK: Chief
Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, has
said that the appoint-
ment of Justice (retd)
Mechta Kohli as Chair-
man of the
Balochistan Public
Service Commission is
a significant step to-
ward ensuring merit in
the province.

Expressing his
views on social media
platform X, the chief
minister stated that
there is not a single
person across
Balochistan who can
question Justice (retd)
Mechta Kohli’s charac-
ter or integrity.

He emphasized
that the provincial gov-
ernment is not merely
making claims but is
taking concrete steps to establish good gov- ernance and enforce merit in public institu- tions.

Matric Board Examinations to Begin from February 10

Syed Ali Shah: ing approval from terrupted.

QUETTA: The Gov-  the competent au- Sources in the admin-
ernment of  thority. The notifica- istration say that
Baloch:;mn has re- tion confirms that maintaining leader-

Mehta i has ship continuity at

AcCross Balochlstan- Chief Mlnlster Sarfraz Bugtl Kailash Nath Kohli ~ come into effect ~ BPSCis considered

as the Chairman of  immediately. crucial at a time

QUETTA: Chlef [ B T cess. . the Balochistan The Balochistan Pub- when public sector
Minister He further said| Ppublic Service  lic Service Com-  recruitmentis under
Balochistan, Ml\‘ thattheprovincial gov-| Commission  mission is respon-  close scrutiny and
Sarfraz Bugti, has an- ernment is fully com- | (BPSC), sible for conducting  demands for trans-
nounced that matricu- mitted to eliminating | granting himoneaddi-  examinations and  parency, efficiency,

lation board examina-
tions will commence
across the province

corruption at every | = ional term of up o overseeing merit-  and fairness are

level, including the |y ce years, ac-  based recruitment  growing across the
education sector, and

n - cording to an offi-  for provincial gov-  province.
ﬁom—;ﬁf’&fﬁ }1/?,'“,5. :;::‘;::E mcm;l;::;c;(; cial notification is- ernment depart- The reappointment
ter made it clear lhal Balochistan. sued on Wednes-  ments. . notification was is-
no lemency will The Chicf Minis- day. - The continuation of sgcd by the Ser-
shown against chcat- ter reiterated that fair | The decision has been Mr. Kohliin the top vices and General
ing during the exami- and transparent ex- | taken under the  positionisexpected  Administration De-
nations. He stated aminations are essen- Balochistan Public to provide institu- artment

tial for improving the Service Commis- tional stability and (S&GAD) and will

that strict implementa- A N . :
quality of education sionAct,1989,read  ensure the ongoing  be published in the

tion of the decisions

taken to prevent and sccuring the fu- | with Balochistan  reform process  next issue of the
cheating will be en- ture of students in the Ordinance No. I of  within the commis- Balochistan Ga-
sured at all costs. rovince. 2026, after receiv-  sion remains unin-  zette.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti
emphasized that to
completely eradicate
cheating, the police, ers, and the education  work together to main- dlsclplme lhroughou&
deputy commission- dcpamncmw:lljomtly tain and

HEADQUARTERS FRONTIER CORPS BALOCHISTAN (SOUTH) TURBAT
JOB OPPORTUNITY

ara invited for appomtmant against 8x Specialists on contract basis for perdod upto 2 x
years for FC Hospital Turbal. Afler enroliment in Frontier Corpe Balochistan Sauth, dactors will be

DC Chaman Reviews Progress of Antl-Pollo atear ucralive py packags, ebat,on i cksts, o esiment s Fraer Gorms Hosptel Tuibet
Campalgn 01’1 S]_Xth Day [zl & family), port faciliti C{S)AOR.

Name and number Baslc Pay| Gualification] s
CHAMAN : Anevening Lo e il Min, | Max
review meelm[l; of the 8 x Specialist Malo/ Famale 1. MBBS Qualification racognized by |
ongoing anti-polio cam- (Wil wark af Frontier Co ; |30-
paten in the district was phinglebison Sl wE are Pakistan Madical Cammission 30-¥rs|40-Yrs
g ) 2. MCPS(FCPS

held on the sixth day

1. Ansesthatist
under the chairmanship 3. Ragistared wilh Pakistan Medical |
of Deputy Commis- 2. Neumsurgeon 3 Rag
sioner Chaman, Habib 3, Vispctilar Surgeon Commission

Ahmed Bangulzai.

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer Chaman
Dr. Naveed Badini,
Deputy District Health
Officer Dr. Abdul
Rasheed, and other po-
lio officers. Addressing

4. Thoeatic Surgesn

§. Rehab Specialist

& Eyn Specialist

7. ENT Specialist Psychiatrisi |

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. Candidates from af over Pakistan can apply. However, those having domicls of district of
Baiochistan will be praferred.

the meeting, DC Chaman 2 Attested copies of educational quaification certilicates (Matric. FSc, MBES, FCPS/ MCPS along
emphasized that all - . iR A st ; " o
{eams must continue to _given a detailed briefing - available resources are  the success of the polio W ranseriot] e oNticals, b Iaent pRssnoN size p domiche cortiials
perform their duties with  on the progress of the being utilized to ensure _campaign. and CHIC must be altached with application.

hard work, dedication, anti-poliocampaign and 3. Appl st be b g Frantier Corps istan (South) Turbet and
honesty, and profes- related administrative | ¥V, reachin lhe office ol undersignad before 20 Frb 2026,

sional competence until matters. He said that all
the complete eradication

of polio is achieved.

4, Appicatons and necessany documents should be forward on followng addresses:- ADMS, rar
«camp Fronlier Conps Balochistan lSoulh' Malir Canft, naar check past Mo, 4 Karachi, Soft copy of

He stated that ev- bl baia ik
ery field andtasl;glgffs 5. The of i Bami g ! bodies should apaly through
ficulties; however, com- their respe B ; fificate.

L

Th ised 1o bring Iheir ari the lime of ntaryiew

mitted, hardworking, and

professional officers i [l R — 7. Ciiy Shor isted candidates wil be called for inferview,
and staff are capable o ‘ g :

achieving their targets s R e e B, Mo TA/ E14 shall be aliowsd for Intarview;

efficiently and

smoothly. - During the
meeting, the Deputy
Commissioner was
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Bangladesh keen on buying rolling stocks

NEWS DESK: " advance railway-to-rail-
Bangladesh has ex- way cooperation be-
pressed keen interest in tween the two countries,
procuring freight wag- emphasising that such
ons and passenger collaboration can yield
coaches after Pakistan substantial benefits. PR
offered the rolling stock is currently supplying
at prices cheaper than coaches and wagons to
those in other countries. four countries with
Atwo-member del- broad-gauge rail net-
egation, headed by a se- works — Sri Lanka,
nior Bangladeshi offi- Nepal, Chile and Argen-
cial, has also visited the tina. ““It reflects that we
Pakistan Railways (PR) have achieved modern,
carriage factory in indigenous manufactur-
Islamabad and” the ing capability for
Mughalpura Workshop coaches and wagons,”
in_ Lahore to receive a the minister said in a
briefing from the railway statement. In the next
authorities and to wit- phase, according to Mr
ness the rolling stock Khalili, the railway ex-
manufacturing process, perts from Bangladesh
Dawn has learnt. will also visit Pakistan
According to the for a detailed technical
Lahore-based PR au- evaluation. Inthe I
thorities, Mr Farhad Is- Pakistan Railways ex-
lam, Bangladesh’s Secre- ported rolling stock to
tary for International Bangladesh while it pro-
Organisations and Con- vided freight wagons to
sular Affairs and Desig- Sri Lanka in 1999 and
nate D-8 Commissioner 2000 and 2009.
and Mohammad Igbal In the current re-
Hussain Khan, High gional context, Pakistan
Commissioner  of is emerging as a suitable

Bangladesh to Pakistan, and cost-effective alter-
visited the Mughalpura native to other interna-
workshop on Friday. tional suppliers for

Muhammad Nasir
Khalili, Chief Mechani-
cal Engineer (Carriage
and Wagons), briefed
the delegation on the
overall functioning,

Bangladesh.

Bangladesh was
dealing with India re-
garding the provision of
wagons and coaches.
But now Dhaka has

technical capabilities, shown to the guests erly countries sharing a ra:lwayeector The del- locomotive mainte- ciated the technical ex- and cooperation be- shown its interest in us
and ongoing projects of Pakistan Railways common history, culture, egation was subse- nance, rehabilitation, pertise and professional tween Pak)slan and for this purpose,” Mr
the PR’s workshops. A offers attractive pricesto and heritage, and that quently given a detailed and i of Pakistan " said Mr  Khalili told Dawn when
short documentary high- s d there exists immense po-  tour of the Mughalpura i s Railways. “Our visit Islam. On the other contacted. He said the

lighting the workshops” ili stated tential for cooperation Locomotive Workshop, termed their visit inf stands as a clear testa- hand, Railways Mini delegation also visited
operational and working that Pakistan and between the two na- where they were briefed mative, productive, and ment to the strengthen- Hanif Abbasi has ex- the Islamabad carriage
strengths was also Bangladesh are broth- tions, particularlyin the on the various stages of encouraging, and appre- ing bonds of friendship pressed his resolve to factory a few days ago.

Seed approval process streamlined |  Prosumers slam Nepra’s bid to curb incentives

to cut de]ays NEWS DESK: The Na- domestic consumers, threaten clean energy ~ Severalinterveners  They said the

tional Electric Power many of whom argued drive and consumer complained that, despite Power Division should
NEWS DESK: TheMin- ment process examines lated non-quarantine | Regulatory Authority that the proposed rights Theregulatoralso the regulator seekmg have acted in line with
istry of National Food pest biology, ecology, pests. The documents | (Nepra) and the Power changes would under-  declined a request from ~only feedback, distribu-  assurances previously
Security and Research host range and mitiga- show that completion of | Division faced sharp 1 Pakistan Peoples Party tion companies had al- given by the power min-
has simplified and accel-  tion measures appliedin ~a pest risk analysis can | criticism on Friday from s leader Nadeem Afzal ready stopped accept- ister, adding that the
erated its pest risk analy-  the country of origin, take several monthsand, | a wide range of stake- The draft regula- Chan for a live telecast ing new solar applica- regulalor would ensure
sis, seed evaluation and  while also taking into in some cases, upto one | holders over proposed tions envisage drastic of the public hearing on  tions and were discour-  reversal of these mea-
approval process, aiming account potential eco- or two years, depending | changes to net-metering ~ revisions to the existing  television or social me- aging online registra- sures and take strict ac-
to ensure the timely nomicand environmen- on the crop, commodity | regulations, as critics framework; however, s tions through various tion against those re-
availability of quality tal impacts. According and exporting country. | accused authorities of stakeholders were barred i means. They also al- sponsible. The chairman
seeds, while maintaining  to the documents, plant Once market access is | ganging up against rapid  from presenting alterna-  tion, even if limited to leged that some Discos sought a detailed report
strict regulatory con- and plant material im- granted, consignments | solar energy adoption tive proposals. Nepra’s pre-registered speakers. had stopped accounting ~ from Discos.

trols. ports are regulated un-  are released within one | and pushing the coun- former member (law) Several chambers for electricity supplied While the Power

‘According to offi- der the Plant Quarantine to two working days, | try towards an “ineffi- i , of commerce and indus- by existing prosumers Division and its entities
cial documents available Rules (PQR) 2019 and ~provided all documenta- | cient, unreliable and try demanded that hear- and were charging them were given about 1.5
with Wealth Pakistan, the guidelines of the In-  tion is complete, and in- | unaffordable™ power ings on an issue of such at full rates. hours to explain the pro-
the National Seed Devel-  ternational Plant Protec- spections confirm the | system. cal for the next three national importance Nepra Chairman posed changes, other
opment and Regulatory tion Convention. goods are pest-free, in The objections years on Friday, directed should not be confined Waseem Mukhtar and commentators were lim-
Authority and the Fed- Imports are permit- line with Rules 45and 46 | were raised during a commentators to con- to a single session in Member (Development) ited to three minutes
eral Seed Certification ted for commercial and of PQR 2019, Imports of | marathon public hearing ~fine their remarks strictly ~Islamabad and called for Magqsood Anwar de- each. The hearing lasted
and Registration De- research purposes, with plant material for re- | convened by the Na- to the draft regulations similar consultations in clared such unilateral more than three hours.
partment have revised commercial shipments search purposes are | tional Electric Power and refrain from sug- all four provincial capi- actions illegal and as- The Power Division
the composition of the requiring a pest risk regulated under Rule 3 | Regulatory Authority ~gesting alternatives tals. Nepra did not re- sured participants they informed the forum that
Variety Evaluation Com-  analysis under Rule 10 of PQR 2019. Importers | (Nepra) toseck feedback Critics warn pro- spond to these de- wouldnotbeallowedto existing registered
mittee (VEC) and estab-

of PQR 2019. must hold a post-entry | on  its proposed posed solar rules mands. continue. prosumers would be
lished a dedicated Vari The analysis is a quarantine faclllly for | Prosumers Regulations Z < shifted from net-meter-
ety Evaluation Commit- scientific process de- sowing or growing the | 2025, which aim to sig- ing to net-billing, with
tee Secretariat to speed  signed to prevent the in-  material, and comply | nificantly reduce incen- export units credited for
up approvals. More- troduction of regulated with minimum condi- | tives for net-metering only one month instead
over, authoritiesare also  quarantine pests and to  tions set to prevent pest | solar consumers. Al- of the current three. All
dngm sin; 2 the  limit the spread of regu- introduction. though Nepra itself pro- other contractual terms
committee’s operations g posed the draft regula- would remain un-
to improve transparency tions, their defence was changed until the expiry
and minimise delays in largely mounted by the of their seven-year
the evaluation process. Power Division and its agreements.

The documents utilities, including distri- Under the pro-
state that the timeline for ,_ bution companies and posed rules, new
completing a pest risk y K-Electric. prosumers would be of-
analysis for any com- [ i fered five-year con-
modity largely depends tracts, with export units
on how quickly export- purchased at Rs11 per
ing countries provide unit, compared to around
complete technical infor- Rs26 per unit under ex-
mation. The risk assess- isting arrangements.

Equities end turbulent week on flattish ‘Relief’ for industry as government
note amid security jitters shifts burden to domestic bills

pants at the
hearing included think
tanks, politicians, cham-
bers of commerce, solar
installers, service pro-
viders, industrialists and

NEWS DESK: The Pa- opments. ture. The Consumer high-speed diesel prices, | NEWS DESK: The gov- i

kistan Stock Exchange Topline Securities Price Index (CPI) for arecoveryin automobile | ernment has proposed - ‘
(PSX) wrapped up a Ltd noted that the mar- January edged up to sales and support from | imposingamonthly fixed il
shortened trading week, ket lacked meaningful 5.80pc year-on-year, the government’s Green | charge of between 7
owing to Kashmir Day triggers, resulting in a compared to 5.61pc in Tractor Scheme. In con- | Rs200 and Rs675 on -<
national holiday, on a largely flat performance December 2025, indicat- trast, fertiliser sales re- | more than 28.5 million

subdued note as the ab- compared to the previ- ingamilduptickin infla- mained subdued, reflect- | residential electricity |
sence of positive trig- ous week. tionary  pressures. ing weaker demand fol- | consumers to raise

gers, coupled with Investors stay cau- Meanwhile, the trade lowing the front-loaded | around Rs125 billion and

mounting security and i fund a relief package of

economic concerns, Rs4.04 per unit for indus-

kept investors on the trial users.

sidelines. Sentiment The revised Sched-

took a hit on Friday after
Barrick Gold indicated it
would review its Reko
Diq copper-gold project
following a recent esca-
lation in security inci-
dents in Balochistan.
The situation was

ule of Tariff (SoT) was
submitted to the Na-
tional Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) on Friday The change in SOT  charged to about 9.9m a Rs300 per unit fixed
evening and was imme- comes in less than three consumers using less charge and would affect
diately put on notice for weeks after the govern- than 100 unitsand Rs300 around 2.24m consum-
acustomary public hear- ment had notified the onmore than 6.Imusers ~ers. The fixed monthly

further aggravated by a ing on the first available base national average consuminglessthan200 charge would increase to
bomb blast during Friday date after the weekend tariffon Jan 12 forappli- units per month in the Rs350 for 2.9m consum-
prayers in Islamabad, for immediate implemen-  cation with effect from protected category. ers using 201-300 units,
which heightened anxi- tation within the current Jan 1, denying a benefit They must maintain  while around one million
ety over the country’s month. of about their within people 301-

—|—— T
internal security envi- tious as Barrick reviews deficit stood at $2.73bn, Rabi season. On the cur- “This is just a pro- 62 paise per unit reduc- these limits to qualify

400 units would pay
ronment and weighedon  Reko Diq project marking a 7pc decliné  rency front, the rupee re- | cedural formality. The tion determined by the ~their average unit price Rs400 per month.
risk appetite. On the flows front, ~fromthe samemonth last - mained broadly stable, | government guidelines ~ regulator. The new fixed ~atRs10.54andRs13 for ~ Around 400,000

As a result, the mutual funds emerged year and a sharp 29pc appreciating marginally | are binding on Nepra,” charge would generate a continuous six consumers using 401-
benchmark KSE-100in-  as net buyers, purchas- reduction compared to by 0.02pc week-on-week | an official said when about Rs106bn in tariff, months, respectively. 500 units would be
dex closed the week al-  ing equities worth $22.7 December 2025. Exports to close at Rs279.71 | asked about a short no- besides about Rs19bn in For non-protected charged Rs500 and all
most unchanged, shed- million, while local com- recorded a strong re- against the US dollar. | tice for a public hearing. ~sales tax, toslash cross- consumers who exceed above 501 units per
ding45 points, or 0.02pc, panies added $5m. In bound, rising 35pc The State Bank of The power division subsidy by industrial the 100-unit threshold month would swallow a
tosettle at 184,130. Ac- contrast, individuals, month-on-month to a Pakistan’s foreign ex- | told Nepra that the im- consumers with a evenonceinsix months, bitter pill of Rs675.
cordingtoArifHabib Ltd banks and foreign record $3.06bn. change reserves rose by | position of a fixed Rs4.04perunittariffcut afixed charge of Rs275 About 0.41m consumers
(AHL), the index re- corporates were net sell- Petroleum offtake  $56mt0$16.15bn. Sec[or— charge on almost all resi-  without affecting federal would apply to about fall in this category.
mained in positive terri- ers, collectively posted healthy growth, wise performance was | dential consumers (bar- budget subsidy targets 5.7m users, whose per- The power division
tory for most of the week oﬁloadingsharee valued with sales increasing mixed. Cement stocks | ringlifeline users perma-  committed to the Inter- unit rate would rise said the fixed charge
but lost to- at $31.9m. M: 12pc month thto  outperformed after Janu- | nently using less than national Monetary Fund  above Rs22.44, exclud-  emanated primarily from
wards the end due to nomic indicators re- 1.52mtonnesin January. ary offtake touched a | 100 units per month) (IMF). Under the deci- ing taxes. fixed costs of the power
unfavourable domestic leased during the week Analysts attributed the ~five-year high of 4.54m | was approved by the sion, a Rs200 per month The second slab of system amid changing
and international devel- presented a mixed pic- rise to lower petrol and tonnes. federal cabinet on Feb4.  fixed amount would be 200 units would attract consumer behaviour.
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England cling on to beat Nepal in last-ball T20 World Cup thriller

NEWS DESK: England the other end, launch-

.

clung on to beat Nepal ing the leg-spinner for

42 from three overs.
The blitzleft Nepal
Chasing an impos- needing 62 off the last

ing 185 to win, Nepal’s six overs with eight

Lokesh Bam (39 not out) FN'“ w,, . wickets in hand.

needed asix off the final ROVENY 9 Left-arm seamer

delivery of the match Curran returned and im-

bowled by Sam Curran mediately got the vital

but could only club the breakthrough, ending
ball to deep cover for a the 82-run partnership
single. for the third wicket when

It was an agonising Airee holed out to Tom

end to a valiant run Banton for 44.

chase by the cricketing The wicket slowed

minnows, who put Nepal’s charge and

England’s  premier Paudel, on 39, then

bowlers Jofra Archer and swept Liam Dawson to

Adil Rashid to the Phil Salt at deep

sword. Jacob Bethell midwicket to leave them

(55)and Harry Brook (53) 126-4 in the 16th over.

scored quick fifties for Archer came back

Englandbutt wasalte for a final over and

cameo by Will Jacks that proved expensive again,

took them to 184-7 in the being thrashed for three

Group C match, a total sixes and 22 runs by

that proved just out of Lokesh to leave Nepal 24

reach. Jacks smashed off 12 balls for an un-

three spectacular sixes likely win.

off the final over from Dawson was the

Karan KC to finish 39 pick of England’s

by four runs in a last-ball 19 offhis third over with
thriller in Mumbai on -\ Y Airee hitting two sixes
Sunday and avoid one ¥ and a four.

of the biggest upsets in N He finished with 0-

the history of the T20
World Cup.

notoutoff 18 balls.  spectators in a three-  ing start in their chase, _and bowled. gether at 42-2 and  whoconceded 14 offhis runs from his next two ~bowlers with 2-21 while
Nepal fell just short  quarters full Wankhede ~Kushal Bhurtel crunch-  Captain _ Rohit brought up Nepal’s 100 first over, was brought ~overs. Archer had 142 from his

at 180-6, despite being  stadium. ing 29 off 17 balls before
roared on by most of the They gotofftoa fly- Jacks had him caught

ICC, PCB officials meet in Lahore to discuss | Markram says South Africa Test success bodes
Pakistan’s boycotted match with India on Feb 15 well for T20 World Cup

Paudel and Dipendra in the 12th over. back and put the brakes But the Nepali bats- fouras England just held
Singh Airee came to- Pace man Archer, on, conceding just six men took to Rashid at on.

NEWS DESK: Ameeting  adviser to the PCB chief, After mulling its berand beneficiary of. | NEWS DESK: South shrug off their "chok- "[tdefinitely helps. sets are inevitable.
between the Interna- at the Lahore airport. stance over the arising “The ICC’s priority | Africa skipper Aiden ers" tag. But having said that, "The gap between
tional Cricket Council According to an situation, Pakistan gave remains the successful | Markram on Sunday Pace bowler you don't come here Associate nations and
(ICC) and Pakistan earier PCBpressrelease, its cricket team the nod - delivery of the ICC/| said his team enters Kagiso Rabada had thinking it's suddenly the other countries has
Cricket Board (PCB) of- - the BCB president will to participate in the Men's T20 World Cup | the T20 World Cup recently spoken about going to be casy. We become much
ficials is underway in - alsomeet with Naqvi. — World Cup, but said the - whichshouldalsobe the | \\jih confidence and the change in public still have to be at our smaller,” said
Lahore on Sunday to Islam was wel- Green Shirts would not  responsibility of all its self-belief boosted by perception  about best. The WTC trophy Markram.

discuss Pakistan’s boy- comed at the airport by play their match with members including the : o e
cotted T20 World Cup Pakistan Super League arch-rivals India, sched- PCB. It expects the PCB | their  World Test South Africa's pres-
matchwith Indiaon Feb- (PSL) CEO Salman uled to be held in Co- toexplore a mutuallyac- | Championship triumph  ence in global tourna-

definitely gave us be- ~ "In this format, it
lief and confidence just takes one or two

ruary 15. Naseer — also an ad- lombo. ceptable resolution, | last year. ments and Markram within the group." players having a really

Sources, however, viser to the PCB chair- In response to the which protects the inter- Runners-up in said he thinks the South  Africa good day for an upset
say that the two sides man — and other offi- development even be- ests of all stakeholders,” | 2024, South Africa same. agonisingly lost the tohappen. Even at the
will most likely an- cials, . fore the official commu-  the ICC stated. begin their campaign "I think KGisalot 2024 T20 World Cup ~startofthis World Cup,
nounce the outcome of  The high-level vis- nication from the PCB, A government | in the 20-tcam tourna- more involvedinsocial final to India when we've seen some

close games that could
have gone either

the meetingafter receiv-  its come a day after the ~ the ICC in a statement ~ source told Dawn at the | ment against Canada media. I'm pretty use-

ing an endorsement 1CC Men's T20 World - said the position of se- time that Pakistan had | ot the world's biggest less on my phone.” needing 30 offthe last

30 balls only to fall

from the Government of - Cup commenced. lective participation is refused to play against | 5 ] Diage 3 0
Pakistan, The 20-team tour- difficult to reconcile India to express solidar- g‘,‘“ki‘,s‘j‘d‘“‘ﬁ in Markram told report Sh‘mn':y Soven TUIS, WAy, Aon th

ICC Deputy Chair nament has been over- with the fund, I ity with on Mon- ers. R  They are clubbe n Group A on the
Imran Khawajalanded in ~shadowed by an acrimo- ~ premise of aglobal sport-  who had been dropped | day. But it does feel with New Zealand, opening day, Pakistan

Lahore on Sunday to nious political build-up ing event where all from the tournament af- The Proteas in that way - the belief, Afghanistan, United survived a scare
meet PCB Chairman after Bangladesh, who qualified teams are ex- ter refusingto playin In- | June 2025 beat Aus- confidence, monkey Arab Emirates and against the Nether-
Mohsin Naqvi, while refused to play in India pected to compete on dia, which is one of the | traliain the World Test off the back and all Canada in Group D. lands and defending

Bangladesh Cricket citing security con- equal terms per the co-hosts of the ICC T20 | Championship finalto those things play a Markram admits champions India were
Board (BCB) President cerns, were replaced by event schedule”. World Cup. . win their first major role in the language playing an associate reduced to 77-6 be-
Aminul [slam also sepa-  Scotland. It expressed the  According to the| [niernational Cricket and behaviour within nation could be tricky fore they triumphed
rately arrived in Lahore Bangladesh  re- hope that the PCB will - government source, the | Council trophy and the camp in a format where up- over the United States.
to partake in the meet- mained firm on not tak-  consider the significant primary reason for boy— -

ings. ing part in the event af- and long-term implica- cotting the match with
Confirming ter the International tions for cricket in its India was the ICC’s “bi-
Khawaja’s arrival in a Cricket Council (ICC)re- own country as this is ased decision” towards
post on X, the PCB said jected their request to likely to impact the glo- Bangladesh.
the ICC official was movetheirmatchestoSri bal cricket ecosystem, “The government of
greeted by Amir Mir, an  Lanka. which itis itselfamem- Pakistan wanted to
- show solidarity with
Bangladesh. Therefore,
as a protest, the national
team was restricted from
playing its match with
India scheduled for Feb-
ruary 15.” the source
added.

Any clash between
arch-rivals India and Pa-
kistan is one of the most
lucrative in cricket,
worth millions of dollars
in broadcast, sponsor-
ship and advertising rev-
enue.

It was reported ear-
lier this week that ICC

nghts, crowds and delays mark Hyderabad’s PSL unveiling ~ Vonn's Olymplc dream cut short

NEWS DESK: Colourful spectators had filled Dawn, Mr Sarwar said NEWS DESK: Lindsey

A large stage was India held at the same

beam lights installed set up near the Eidgah venue. most enclosures of the his vision was to de- Vonn's Winter Olympic
along the perimeter ofa end ofthe ground forthe ~ *1 watched that stadium. At one point, velop cricket in dreamended in screams
specially erected stage unveiling ceremony. match from this veryen-  some youths entered the - Hyderabad in a phased | of pain on Sunday after

litup thé evening skyon Music blared at high closure,” he said. “Aqib outfield after breaking manner. she crashed out of the
Saturday, visible from volume, adding to the Javed [now a PCB direc- through fencing. “We aim to build | women's downhill won
nearly half a kilometre festive atmosphere as tor] was adjudged man The unveiling cer- cricket infrastructure | by her American team-
away. Traffic remained ~anticipation built among ~of the match for taking emony was delayed by here not only for | mate Breezy Johnson.
suspended on a stretch r, Hyderabad’s youth but The American star
of Thandi Sarak near the also for young cricketers | had been trying to claim
historic Niaz Stadium as from surrounding dis- | the fourth Olympic
the city prepared for a tricts,” he said. medal of her caréer de-
landmark moment in its On the develop- | spite suffering a rup-
cricketing history. ment of Niaz Stadium, he | tured anterior cruciate
he occasion was said the Pakistan Cricket | ligament in her left knee = being taken away in a already in the leade;
the unveiling of Board (PCB) was com- | just overa week ago, but  helicopter as fans in the = chair after her aggres-
Hyderabad Kingsmen, mitted to upgrading the | her race ended afier just stands saluted her with ~sive run down the slope,

the seventh franchise of venue. “I will certainly | 13 seconds in Cortina loud applause. held her face in shock
the Pakistan Super collaborate with the [ dAmpezzo. Johan Eliasch, the ~after Vonn's crash, which
League (PSL), acquired board in this regard,” he She cried in an- president ofthe Interna-  completely changed the
by Pakistani-origin US added. guishand pain after her tional Ski Federation complexion ofthe race.

national Fawad Sarwar.
Mr Sarwar, who
hails from Hyderabad,
received his early educa-
tion at the city’s wel
known  missionary
school, St Bonaventure, the crowd. four wickets.™ more than two hours, as
and passed his matricu” Cheers erupted Others travelled Mr Sarwar had yet to ap-
lation examinations in from the general enclo- from distant districts to pear on stage to reveal nally matured in this edi- The 2010 Olympic because this race has front of home fans.
1995. Several of his sures when the attend the event. Aftab the team’s name and tion of the PSL,” he ex- | downhill champion hit been the talk of the Goggia had a long
former classmates were Hyderabad franchise Kalhoro arrived from logountil9.30pm, when plained. the firm snow face first Games and it's put our wait for her run as she
present at the ceremony. owner — dressed in a Larkana, while Farhad this report was filed. Earlierintheday, Mr | soon after pushing off sportin the best possible was two down the list
“We were specially black polo shirtand trou- Jakhrani came from In his opening ad- Sarwar arrived from | from the gate. light" from Vonn and she was
invited along with other ~ sers — appeared before  Kashmore district bor- dress, Mayor Kashif Ali - Karachi and met Mayor She then rolled Eliasch added: "I hampered by the blazing
batch fellows by him,” spectators, raising his denng Balochistan. Shoro welcomed Mr  Shoro. The Hyderabad | down the slope with her hope she will have a sunshine which soft-
said Babar, a former fists in “The organisers Sarwar and praised his Municipal Corporation | skis still attached, which - speedy recovery and ened the previously firm
class-mate, acknowledgement. have done us an injus- decision to bring a PSL (HMC), which owns the | could likely cause fur- back on skis very, very snow on her favourite
expressing excite- Among those present tice by confining us to franchise to Hyderabad. stadium — Sindh’s sec- | ther serious damage to soon. iste.
ment. Another ex class- was MahrozKhan, origi-  the stands,” complained “We will jointly ond Test venue after | her knee. _ "Alot of people are But Johnson's win
mate, Zishan Malik, said nally from Mardan and Mr Kalhoro. strive to ensure the Karachi’s National Sta- Vonn's Olympic going to say she was overshadowed by
they had gathered with currently residing in “We should have hosting of international dium — is now poised | dream now lies in tatters ~shouldn't have beenrac- one of world sport's
Mr Sarwar at a farm- Hyderabad for work. been allowed onto the and PSL matcheshereat to hand it back to the | after her audacious bid ing today (with) that most recognisable faces
house in the SITE area He recalledthe 1997  outfield to enjoy the oc-  Niaz Stadium,” themayor ~ PCB for development in | to achieve the seemingly ~type of injury. Its obvi- ~likely ending her Olym-
before proceeding tothe  One-Day International casion more.” As the said. line with other interna- | impossible, an attempt ously her decision.” pic career in tragic fash-
stadium. between Pakistan and ceremony drew closer, Speaking briefly to tional venues. which ended with her Johnson, who was ion.

Mr Sarwar said he | violent crash high up the ~ (FIS) who was watching ‘Already the reign-
had moved to the [course, medical staff theraceinCortina, said ing world downhill
United States from | quicklysurroundingthe Vonn's crash was champion, Johnson fin-
Hyderabad in 2001 and | distraught 41-year-old "tragic, but it's ski rac- ished in front of
had completed all proce- | on the Olimpia delle ingI'm afraid". Germany's Emma Aicher
dural requirements for | Tofane piste where has "And I can only say by just 0.04s with Italy's
bidding. enjoyed much success thank you for what she speed specialist Sofia

“The process has fi- | in the past. has done for our sport Goggia taking bronze in
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2 cops injured in separate attacks
in KP’s Bannu: police

NEWS DESK: Two
cops were injured in
two separate attacks
targeting the police in
K h e

Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu
district on Saturday
night, police sources
told Dawn on Sunday.

In the first inci-
dent, armed assailants
opened fire at the
Khonia Khel police
check post in Bannu’s
Wazir

sub-division,
prompting the police to
retaliate, the sources
said, adding that the
attack was carried out
by terrorists.

Cop Noor
Muhammad was in-
jured in the exchange
of fire, they said.

Details regarding
the losses inflicted on
the terrorists could not
be immediately con-
firmed.

A search opera-
tion was launched in
the area, and security
has been further tight-
ened, according to the
sources.

In the other inci-
dent, which occurred
on Bannu’s DI Khan
Road, Mirakhel police
came under attack
while they were trans-
porting the body of a
murdered person to
the hospital, sources
said.

Armed assailants
opened fire on police,
as a result of which
one policeman, Azmat,

was injured, they
added.

A total of six as-
sailants were involved
in the attack, riding
three motorcycles, as
per the police’s initial
report.

The assailants fled
the site of the incident
after the attack.

Saturday night’s
incidents come just
around 10 days after
a militant attack on a
police vehicle in
Bannu’s Domel area
was repulsed.

Earlier on January
8, three cops were in-
Jurcd when a police
vehicle transporting
prisoners to Hangu
had come under attack
in Bannu.

Three Killed in Armed Attack Near
Harnabo Dam in Khuzdar

Correspondent:
KHUZDAR: Three
people were shot dead
by unknown armed as-
sailants near Harnabo
Dam in the Nall area of
Khuzdar district on Fri-
day, police said.

Accordingto police
officials, the victims —
all residents of Wadh
town — had gone to the
nearby dam for a picnic
when they were at-
tacked. The deceased
were identified as Abdul
Saboor, son of Mola
Bakhsh, Dr Abdul
Rasheed, son of Ghaur
Khan, and Munwar Lal,
son of Chhato Mal.

huzdar Police
Control confirmed that
unidentified gunmen
opened fire on the group
at the damssite, killing all
three on the spot before
fleeing the area. The
motive behind the attack
could not be immedi-
ately ascertained.

Following the inci- hospital for medico-legal ~ tims’ families. dence to trace those re- sparked concern among
dent, police rushed to procedures.  After Police have sponsible. No arrests local residents, high-
the scene, took custody completion of formali- launched an investiga- hadbeen reportedtill the lighting ongoing secu-
of the bodies, and ties, the bodies were tion into the incident filing of this report. rity challenges in parts

shifted them to a nearby handed over to the vic- and are collecting evi- The incident has ofthe district.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) strike sees mixed response
across K-P amid Feb 8 protest call

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Tehreck-c-Insaf (PTI) on

to press ahead with
countrywide protests

Naval chief discusses coordinated
responses to maritime security challenges
with Malaysian navy leadership

NEWS DESK:
Pakistan’s naval chief
has held discussions on
aligning strategic per-
spectives and coordi-
nated responses to
maritime  security
challenges with the
leadership of the Ma-
laysian navy during an
official visit to the
southeast Asian coun-
try, the military’s me-
dia affairs wing said on
Sunday. “Chief of Na-
val Staff Admiral
Naveed Ashraf paid
an official visit to Ma-
laysia and called on
the leadership of the
Royal  Malaysian
Navy. He was re-
ceived at Royal Ma-
laysian Navy Head-
quarters by Admiral

Tan Sri Zulhelmy bin
Ithnain, chief of the
Royal  Malaysian
Navy, and was ac-
corded a Guard of
Honour,” a statement
issued by the Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions said.

It added that Ad-
miral Asharf’s discus-
sions during the visit
focused on “aligning
strategic perspectives
and enhancing opera-
tional cooperation, ca-
pacity building, and
coordinated responses
to maritime security
challenges”. “Admiral
Naveed Ashraf high-
lighted Pakistan
Navy’s contributions
to regional stability
through Regional

Maritime Security Pa-
trols (RMSP) and par-
ticipation in the Com-
bined Maritime Forces
(CMF),” the state-
ment said. During the
vmt the naval chief
“also visited
Malaysia’s National
Hydrographic Centre,
emphasising strength-
ened cooperation with
Pakistan’s National
Hydrographic Office
in training, data ex-
change, and profcs-
sxonal collaboration.”
¢ visit reaf-
firmed the enduring
Pakistan-Malaysia
naval partnership and
commitment to future-
oriented maritime co-
operation,” the state-
ment said.

Patient care at outsourced hospitals in
KP suffers due to payment delay

NEWS DESK: Patient
care at 13 outsourced
government hospitals
continues to suffer as
the private

i running

a quarterly basis subject
to verification of their
performance by the com-
mittees comprising offi-
cials of health depart-
ment, district admini

these facilities haven’t
received due payments
since July last year due
to the ongoing up-gra-
dation work at the ac-
countant general office.

Officials told Dawn

that the health depart-
ment had released Rs413
million to the hospitals
outsourced to private
organisations under the
public-private partner-
ship initiative but the
amount had yet to reach
the recipients, causing
services at the hospitals
to decline.
They said the de-
partment had been con-
tracting out under-per-
forming hospitals to pri-
vate organisations
through the Health
Foundation (HF) to im-
prove patient care.

The officials said
the HF had so far
outsourced 19 hospitals
for which the govern-
ment issued a budget on

tionand HF.

Health Foundation
chief says ‘technical is-
sues’ caused problem;
promises early clearance
of dues

They, however, said
13 of the. hospitals had
been awaiting the July-
Sept payments, to the fi-
nancial hardship of em-
ployees. The officials
also said another install-
ment for the Oct-Dec pe-
riod was overdue but the
organisations were anx-
iously awaiting payment
for which the money
had already been re-
leased. Last month, the
district health officer
(DHO) of Upper
Kohistan wrote a letter
to the HF, demanding
termination of the con-
tract awarded to the Na-
tional Integrated Devel-
opment Foundation to
run the district head-
quarters hospital in
Dassu.

The DHO insisted
that the organisation
had totally failed to pro-
vide services to the
people due to staff
strikes. “There are only
two consultants but ac-
cording to agreement,
their number should be
11. Besides, the indoor
admissions are also next
to zero,” he noted.

The HF’s managing
director later sought an

ion from NIDF,

Sunday observed a prov- and strikes, describing
ince- jam and February § as both a
shutter-down strike “Black Day" and a “Day
across Khyber- of Mourning”.

Pakhtunkhwa, including
the capital Peshawar, to
protest alleged rigging
in the February 8, 2024,
general elections. The

The administration
moved to tighten secu-
rity, imposed Section 144
in"parts of Islamabad
and launched measures

strike produced a mixture intended to curb
of large-scale mobilisation. At the
mobilisation in some ur- same time, several oppo-

ban centres and limited
disruption in others,
with business activity
continuing in many ar-
eas. strations and restraint.
In the provincial As tensions simmer
capital, PTI workers The Food Street at  PTIK-P President Junaid ~operating as usual and in K-P, the administra-
staged protests and en- Fawara Chowk in Akbar, who, along with public transport ser- tion in neighboring
forced stoppages on Peshawar Cantonment other senior leaders, was  vices running on sched- Punjab has moved to
several major roads and  was reported to be fully expected to address ule. block any potential
highways. Public trans- active, and most shops workers upon reaching In  Charsadda, spillover ofthe protests.
port services were sus- along University Road Chowk Yadgar. shops and markets The Deputy Commis-
pended in parts of the alsoremained open. Similar protest dem- across the district re- sioner of Rawalpindi, Dr
city, although the gov- PTI Deputy Infor- onstrations were mained open with no Hassan Waqar Cheema,
ernment-run Bus Rapid mation Secretary lkram planned across the prov- notable traffic disrup- has imposed Section 144
Transit (BRT) servicere- Khatana said the party ince, to be led by PTI tion; PTI announced a of the Code of Criminal
mained operational. Taxi - was observing a com- MNAs and MPAs in protestdemonstrationat Procedure across the
services were also re- pletestrikeinall districts  their respective con- Faroog-e-Azam Chowk district for 15 days, ef-
ported to be functional ~of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa ~ stituencies. at 3:00pm. Authorities in  fective from February 7
in various areas. and organising district- The strike’s effect Charsadda confirmed a  to February 21, 2026.
Despite the strike level protest rallies. was uneven outside the police deployment of Anofficial notifica-
call, commercial activity In Peshawar, a foot capital. In Swabi, all mar- roughly 4,200 personnel tion issued by the Office
continued in several march was scheduled kets, shopping centres to maintain law and or- of the Deputy Commis-
parts of Peshawar. from Hashtnagri to and commercial hubs re- ~ der. sioner Rawalpindi on
Shops remained open in  Chowk Yadgar, with par- mained open despite the The provincial ac- February 7,2026, impos-
some markets, while food ticipation from district ~shutter-down call, and tion took place against ing Section 144 across
outlets and essential leadership, party work- traffic flowed normally a wider national back- the district for 15 days
commodity stores oper- ers and members of the throughout the district. drop in which PTI and  toprohibit all rallies, pro-
ated in selected locali- trader community. The Lower Dir likewise re- allied opposition parties  tests, and gatherings of
ties. march was to be led by ported business centres reaffirmed their resolve ~five or more people.

sition figures con-
demned a recent deadly
blast in Islamabad and
urged peaceful demon-

‘Water supply to be suspended in many Karachi
areas due to pipeline repair

NEWS DESK: The

city is expected to |
face a daily water
shortage ofaround 200
million gallons for at
least four days as the
Karachi Watcr and

which rejected the
DHO’s assertions and
insisted that though its
dues hadn’t been
cleared, it had been pay-
ing salaries to the em-
ployees. It also said that
the hospital had seven
consultants and that for
the first time in
Kohistan’s history, 437
major and 9.256 minor
surgeries in ortho-
pacdic, general surgery,
gynaecology and ENT
cases had been carried
out.The NIDF claimed
that all those payments
and activities had been
verified by the health
department’s Indepen-
dent Monitoring Unit.
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(KWSC) begms repair
work on a leaking 84-
inch diameter main
water line on Monday. -

The leak was de-
tected in the Phase-I
main water line in
Block 19 of Gulshan-
i-Igbal. It prompted the
utility to initiate urgent
repair and mainte-
nance work. The 96-
hour operation will be-
ginat 12 noon on Mon-
day.

The Phase-I main
pipeline project, par- = - L ="0
ticularly the University minimise disruption. sald wouldensure that Landhi and Sherpao main line had devel-
Road section near KWSC says leak- residents continue to hydrants would also oped leaks at seven to
Block 19, is part of the agesin 84-inchmainin reccive a significant remain temporarily eight locations. They
high-priority K-4 wa- Gulshan tobe plugged portion of their daily closed during the re- said a major leak was
ter augmentation ini- in four days water requirements.  pair period. identified near the KE
tiative aimed at im- Areas likely to be He said the city While the repair Power House in Block
provmgsupplyrehabll- affected by the water normally receives work is expectedtobe 19, Gulshan-i-Igbal,

shortage  include around 650 milliongal- completed within 60 with another leak

AKWSC spokes- Landhi, ~ Korangi, lons of water per day hours, thedeadlinehas about 200 feet away.
man said the repair Malir, Shah Faisal, and, despite the tem- been extended to 96 Additional leaks were
work was being car- Gulshan, Jinnah, porary reduction, it hoursincase additional also found in under-
riedouttostabiliscand Chanesar, Saddar, would still receive repairs are required.  ground sections of the
strengthen the city’s Lyari and Clifton. about 450 million gal- The KWSC ad- main line in areas
water supply system The spokesman lons daily. vised residents in the where encroachments
ahead of Ramazan. said water supply The spokesman affected areas to store  had been made above
He said the decision from the Dhabeji said the utility was water in advance and it.
was taken to ensure a Pumping  Station making efforts tocom- use it judiciously dur- The sources said
smooth water supply would be temporarily plete the repair work ing the repair period.  repair work would be
during the holy month, reduced, while supply as quickly as possible Meanwhile, carried out inside the
adding that specialised from other pumping to minimise inconve- sources in the water 84-inch diameter main
teams would oversee stations would remain nience to residents. utility told Dawn that line at the encroached
the process to unaffected. This, he He added that the the 84-inch diameter locations.




