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|CM Balochistan with Children of Martyred Police Officer in Quettal

Terrorism Probe Sees Breakthrough: CM Bugti

News Desk:

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Sunday said
that investigations into recent
terrorist incidents have
reached a decisive stage, as-
suring that all terrorists in-
volved and their facilitators will
be brought to justice without
exception.

The Chief Minister made
these remarks while visiting the
homes of police officers and
personnel who were martyred

in the deadly terrorist attacks
in Quetta on January 31.
During the visit, he met the
bereaved families, expressed
heartfelt offered

lies of those who laid down
their lives in the line of duty.

Under the existing com-
pensation policy, he announced
i i inancial assi

Fateha, and assured them of
the government’s full support.

Speaking to the families,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said the chil-
dren of martyrs are not just the
responsibility of one household
but the collective responsibil-
ity of the entire nation.

He reaffirmed that the
Government of Balochistan
would never abandon the fami-

i
for the families along with two
government jobs—one in the
Police Department and an-
other in any other government
department.

He directed the Additional
Chief Secretary Home to is-
sue all appointment orders
within one week.

The ChiefMinister also an-
nounced that the government

would bear all educational ex-
penses of the martyrs’ chil-
dren.

Paying tribute to the brav-
ery of Shaheed ASI Mahmood
ur Rehman, the Chief Minis-
ter ordered that Sariab Police
Station be named after him.

He added that Rs55 mil-
lion is being provided to the
families of police martyrs for
house construction and other
essential needs, with further
suppon to be arranged if re-
quir

er Sarfraz Bugti said hos-

tile forces are attempting to de-
stabilize ~ Pakistan and
Balochistan through terrorism,
but such conspiracies will fail.
“Every drop of innocent blood
shed on this soil will be ac-
counted for,” he said, adding
that investigations are being
conducted in a transparent and
professional manner, with
teams working round the clock.

He reaffirmed the
government’s resolve to elimi-
nate terrorism and ensure that
enemies of peace and the state
are taken to their logical end.

NA, Senate
sessions ring with
condemnation
of horrific
Islamabad blast

NEWS DESK:

Routine business was sus-
pended in parliament on Monday
as both the National Assembly
(NA) and Senate held prayers for
those killed in a suicide attack at
an imambargah in Islamabad’s
Tarlai area, with lawmakers moved
to take up the incident for debate.

At least 33 people were killed
and around 169 others injured
when a suicide bomber struck
Imambargah Khadijah al-Kubra
during Friday prayers last week.
The blast occurred as worship-
pers gathered for Jumma prayers
and was accompanied by explo-
sions and gunfire.

The attack was the deadliest
in Islamabad in more than a de-
cade and the deadliest nationwide
since the Peshawar mosque
bombing in January 2023.

Today's NA session began
under Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq.
A motion to suspend the day’s
agenda was tabled by the federal
‘minister for parliamentary affairs
and approved by the lawmakers,
Maulana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri
led a prayer for the victims.

Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Tariq Fazal Chaudhry told the
NA the attack took place at an
imambargah in Tarlai, where an as-
sailant opened fire on security
guards, entered the mosque area
and detonated explosives.

He said 33 worshippers had
been killed so far and more than
150 people were injured.

He added that most of those
killed were young people, saying
the presence of educational in-
stitutions in the area meant more
students were among the congre-
gation.

Chaudhry said a cousin of
Islamabad’s police chiefhad been
killed and his uncle injured.

e told lawmakers the at-
tacker had been identified as
“Yasir Khan”, and said authori-
ties had also learned that another
terrorist linked to the incident
was a suicide attacker.

He said the Counter-Terror-
ism Department in Nowshera had
arrested four suspected terror-
ists.

Chaudhry said the attacker
received training in Afghanistan,
and claimed India trained suicide
attackers in Afghanistan and was
behmd me operation.

ntelligence agencies
had fmled Similar plots in the past
and that places of worship had
security procedures, but added
that guards were unable to stop
the attacker.

Punjab CM lauds
authorities on
organising ‘safe
Basant’

NEWS DESK:

Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif on Monday praised
authorities for organising a “safe
Basant” festival over the week-
end in Lahore.

Intelevised remarks, she ex-
pressed gratitude to various au-
thorities for their arrangements
and work during the three-day
festival to make sure it was a
success.“l wish to praise all 15
departments of the Punjab gov-
ernment for arranging a safe
Basant with a whole-of-govern-
ment approach,” she said. She
made special mention of Punjab
Inspector General Rao Abdul
Kareem, Lahore Capital City Po-
lice Officer Bilal Kamyana, Lahore
Deputy Inspector General Opera-
tions Faisal Kamran and their
teams.CM Maryam also ex-
pressed happiness that citizens
followed standard operating pro-
cedures and installed “safety
rods” on their bikes, aimed at pre-
venting mmorcycllsts from suf-
fering injuries caused by kite
strings.“It was a positive change
for lots of people, where people
saw that citizens in Lahore were
abiding by the law and following
safety protocols,” she added.

Cancer Cases Surge 100% in Balochistan as

Patients Struggle for Treatment

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Cancer cases across
Balochistan have doubled over
the past year, exposing serlous
gaps in the province’s
healthcare system and leaving
thousands of patients with lim-
ited access to treatment.

According to Health De-
partment sources, nearly
10,000 cancer patients were
registered at CENAR Cancer
Hospital in Quetta in 2024.

In the following year, the
number rose sharply to around
22,000 cases, marking a wor-
rying 100 percent increase.

Medical officials say the
most commonly reported can-
cers in Balochistan include
breast cancer, colon and intes-
tinal cancers, and blood-related
cancers. Doctors are particu-
larly concerned that 70 to 80
percent of patients arrive at
hospitals in the final stages of
the disease, when treatment
options are limited and survival
chances drop significantly.

Despite the rising burden,

.

CENAR remains the only fully
functional cancer hospital in the
province. A dedicated cancer
hospital built several years ago
within the premises of Sheikh
Zayed Hospital, Quetta, is still

not operational.

As a result, patients from
remote and underserved dis-
tricts are forced to travel long
distances and endure long wait-
ing periods for care.

Health experts emphasize
that early detection, routine
medical screening, healthier
lifestyles, balanced diets, and a
clean environment are essential
to reducing cancer-related

deaths.The sharp rise in cancer
cases has renewed calls for ur-
gent government action to ex-
pand oncology services and
improve early diagnosis across
Balochistan.
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Call for Pink Bus
Expansion of Pink Bus
Service in Quetta

- £ :

Editorial: pand this service to a supportive environ-
The Balochistan include at least a ment where women
government’s recent dozen pink buses. can travel freely.
approval of the Pink A more extensive The Pink Bus Ser-
Bus Service in Quetta fleet would signifi- vice represents more
is a landmark step to- cantly enhance than just transporta-
ward providing women’s mobility, tion;it’s an investment
women with safe, re- providing not only a in women’s empower-
liable, and dignified safe travel option but ment and indepen-
public transportation. ~ also empowermg ac- dence.

Amber Munir
Malnutrition in
Balochistan shared in
Quetta Voice on
Wednesday April 14,

pageti04. The article
h.ghhgme the role of es-
sential nutrients in hu-
man resource develop-
ment along with a brief
introduction of malnutri-
tion, characterization of
malnutrition, procedure
of taking measurements
of SAM and MAM
cases, medical complica-
tions, community-based
management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM),
infant and young child
feeding (IYCF), efc.

Background: Sur-
veys regarding Nutrition

National Nutrition
Survey (2001-2002): The
National Nutrition Sur-
vey conducted in 2001-
2002 assessed the nutri-
tional levels and health
status of mothers and
children in Pakistan.
Data was collected
through a questionnaire
consisting of four mod-
ules including a house-
hold questionnaire, bio-
chemical and clinical
questionnaires, and a di-
etary form. Additional
biochemical samples in-
cluding serum retinol,
serum ferritin, and zinc,
were collected from
mothers and children un-
der-5. Urine samples
were collected from
mothers and children
ages 6-12 years for io-

Led by ChiefMin- cess to m- By i ing the | dine defici The sur-
ister Mir Sarfaraz ployment, and fleet, Balochistan can | vey sampled 10,656
Bugti and executed by healthcare facilities.  set a strong precedent | households from 700 pri-
Dr. Faisal Ahmed Female commut- for gender-responsive | mary sampling units.

Khan, Chiefof Public- ers often encounter policies that promote
Private Partnership, issues like over- equal access to public
this initiative marks a crowding, harass- spaces.
firstin Balochistanand ment, and long wait Expanding this
follows the successful times. service in Quetta can
model implemented in A larger pink bus  serve as a model for
Sindh. fleet would offer other cities, creating a
Launching this them timely, comfort- safer, more inclusive
women-only service able, and safe trans- society for women
with three buses is a portation, reducing the across the province.
promising start, but daily struggles they Let’s call on the
Quetta’s growing de- face on public trans- Balochistan govern-
mand calls for a larger port. Such an expan- ment to enhance this
. sion aligns with the project by committing
To effectivelyad- provincial to a dozen buses,
dress the transporta- government’s agenda meeting the demand
tion challenges forsocialinclusionand for decent and secure
women face, the gov- gender-focused urban  transportation  for
ernment should ex- development, creating women in Quetta.

National Nutrition
Survey (2011): The NNS
2011 covered all prov-
mces Gilgit Baltistan

GB), Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Sindh, Punjab,
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mlr (AJK) and the Feder-
all Tribal

largest national

ion survey carried
oul in Pakistan. It is de-
signed to provide
policymakers, program
managers, and academi-
cians a unique set of nu-
trition-related data in-
cluding environmental,
anthropometric, and bio”

denake a ﬁeld eurvey
and generate
specific nutrition infor-
‘mation related to malnu-
trition (both undernutri-
tion and overnutrition)
and micronutrient defi-
ciencies among women
and children in Pakistan.
Malnutrition status

and nearly 49% among
women of childbearing
age. Numerous factors
are thought to contrib-
ute to child undernutri
tion in Balochistan, in-
cluding sub-optimal in-
fant and young child
feeding (IYCF) prac-
tices; frequent child in-
fections (especially diar-
rhea diseases and
measles); maternal nutri-
tional deficiencies and/
or illness and death; ab-
sence/inadequacyof mi-
cronutrient supplemen-
tation; and household
food insecurity and gen-
der i mequuy

survey con-
ducled by the National
Nutrition Cell revealed
that 49% of women in
re suffer-

‘Areas (FATA). This in-
cluded 1,500 enumera-
tion blocks (EBs)/vil-
lages and 30,000 house-
holds, with a 49% urban
and 51% rural distribu-
tior

" National Nutrition
Survey (2018): The 2018
Pakistan National Nutri-
tion Survey (NNS 2018)

Balochistan is the
most under-developed
of Pakistan’s provinces,
witha high proportion of
children under five years
of age who are stunted
(52%)and 16 percent of
who are wasted. More-
over, the prevalence of
anemia among children
in this age group is 57%

wel
ing from malnutrition.
Moreover, the ratio of
maternal anemia was
49%, anemia among chil-
dren below five years
was 57% and iodine de-
ficiency among women
was 29%.

Balochistan Nutri-
tion Program for Mother
and Children (BNPMC)

In response to the
challenging nutrition
situation in the prov-
ince, the Department of
Heaith (DoH) launched
the Nutrition Program
for Mothers and Chil-
dren (BNPMC) in 2016.
They implemented nutri-
tion activities among the
rural and urban popula-
tion of seven selected
districts. The total popu-
lation of these districts
s 1,654,613, of which
estimated target popula-
tions include 132,369
pregnant and lactating
women (PLW). Stake-
holders include the
DoH, Peoples Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(providing health ser-
vices at Basic Health
Units in the districts),
and local N

The total cost of
the above project was
1,492.62 million PKR
(USS$14.21 million) of
which 80% were pro-
vided by the World
Bank and 20% by the
Government of
Balochistan. A major
part of the funding P

(41%) was allocated to
strengthen institutional
arrangements which in-
clude staffing, technical
assistance for capacity
building, strengthening
coordination mecha-
nisms, addressing mal-
nutrition among chil-
dren and PLW (37%).
and addressing micro-
nutrient malnutrition
(13.6%).

Future Plans

The aforesaid pro-
gram ended in December
2019 and was limited to
seven districts; whereas
the malnutrition situa-
tion continues to exist in
22 districts  of
Balochistan.

Therefore, the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
has assigned DoH and
PPHI to extend nutri-
tion intervention in 22
districts for which
project proposals are
ready; implementation
is expected from July
2021.

The author is a
pmgram officer in

South-West Asia and the War Against Narcotics:
Where Does Pakistan Stand?

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
remarked that “a little
water clears us of this
deed” after the assas-
sination of the King.
Yet, with time, she re-
mained haunted, ob-
sessively rubbing her
hands in an attempt to
cleanse the imagined
stains of blood. The
persistence of narcot-
ics production and
trade in South-West
Asia resembles this

dark reality that can-
not be easily washed
away.

Afghamstan has
long been recognized
as the world’s Targest
producer of opium,
with its roots tracing
back to the early
1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercus-
sions of this industry
spilled into neighboring
Pakistan and Iran. In
the late 2000s, Taliban
leader Mullah Omar
imposed a strict ban on
poppy cultivation
through threats, forced
eradication, and se-
vere punishments.
However, as revealed
by the UNODC
Opium Survey 2007,
the ban primarily tar-
geted cultivation while
the trade continued.
After the fall of the .
Taliban, opium again Western reports, sup- this shift have for Pa-
became a major ported by satellite im-  kistan? While certain
source of funding for agery, showcased de- international outlets
logistics, weapons, and  clining poppy fields in  hastily claim that Pa-
militia payments. southern Afghanistan. kistan has become a

In 2022, the However, this raises new hub for narcotics,
Taliban leadership critical questions: Can such narratives ignore
once again announced  Afghanistan realisti- keyrealities. The issue
a ban on poppy culti- cally abandon such a is not a simple matter
vation, with Hibatullah central economic re- of “shifting sands” but
Akhundzada officially source while facing acomplex regional se-
declaring significant sanctions? And what curity challenge. The
reductions.  Some consequences does porous border between

Pakistan and Afghani-
stan, coupled with
cross-border networks
of drug traffickers,
means  temporary
shifts in cultivation are
often strategic rather
than permanent.
Moreover,
Afghanistan’s pivot to-
wards methamphet-
amine production —
highlighted by satellite

evidence of expanded
ephedra processing
hubs — reflects adap-
tive strategies of traf-
fickers rather than
genuine eradication.
In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is
markedly different.
Since 2001, the coun-
try has largely main-
tained its “poppy-free”
status, despite spo-

radic spillovers from
Afghanistan. Follow-
ing the Taliban’s 2022
ban, some illicit culti-
vations did emerge in
border areas, particu-
larly within
Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through
Pakistan’s  Poppy
e

(PEC-2025). This
multi-agency effort,
led by the Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF)
and provincial admin-
istrations, successfully
destroyed thousands
of acres of illegal
poppy fields. Over 250
FIRs were registered,
dozens of arrests
were made, and

were launched across
educational institu-
tions. Importantly, in-
dependent surveys af-
ter March 2025 con-
firmed the effective-
ness of these eradica-
tion drives.
Pakistan’s deter-
mination to combat
narcotics often re-
mains under-reported
internationally, over-
shadowed by outdated
or selective portray-

s.

The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stabil-
ity but also for global
security.

What is urgently
needed is greater rec-
ognition of these ef-
forts by the interna-
tional community and
enhanced cooperation
from agencies such as
the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the
heart of global narcot-
ics trade routes,
Pakistan’s role is both
frontline and decisive.
Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from
a vulnerable transit
zone into a hub of op-
portunity, stability, and
resilience. Just as
Lady Macbeth’s imag-
ined guilt could not be
washed away with
water, the global com-
munity cannot absolve
itself of responsibility
by ignoring Pakistan’s
sacrifices and
achievements in this
ongoing struggle. The
fight against narcotics
requires collective rec-
ognition, support, and
action — not selective

Campaign

narratives.
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New Zealand’s Chrlstchurch mosque Kkiller appeals conviction

NEWS DESK:A white
supremacist who shot
and killed 51 worship-
pers at two New Zealand
mosques in 2019
launched an appeal
Monday secking to over-
turn his conviction.

Brenton Tarrant, an
Australian former gym
instructor, admitted car-
rying out New Zealand’s
deadliest modern-day
mass shooting before
being sentenced to life
injail in August 2020.

Now, the convicted
killer argues that his “tor-
turous and inhumane™
detention conditions
during his trial made him
incapable of making ra-
tional decisions when he
pleaded guilty, accord-
ing to a courf synopsis
of the case.

Tarrant is being held
in a specialist unit for
prisoners of extreme risk
at Auckland Prison, sel-
dom interacting wi
‘mates or other people.T
did not have the mind
frame or mental health
required to be making
informed decisions at
that time,” Tarrant told
the court, according to
the New Zealand Herald.

Tarrant said his

————— i T
the time is ‘perhaps I said, according to na-
could go out and say tional broadcaster
there was a second RNZ.Ifthe Courtof Ap-
shooter on the roof, per- peal in Wellington uj

haps I could say it was holds Tarrant’s convic-
Donald J Trump’,” he tion, it would hold a

state of mind was such
that he had considered
trying to implicate Presi-
dent Donald Trump in
the crime.Life without
parole*What I said at

His victims were all
uslim and included
children, women and the
el ly.Not
prepared’There are
heavy restrictions on
who can be in court dur-
ing Monday’s appeal
hearing, with only coun-
sel, media and court of-
ficials allowed.

Families and friends
of those killed or
wounded in the attacks
have been invited to
watch proceedings in
Christchurch remotely
by video with a one-hour
delay.Members of the
public are also able to
watch the hearing by
video link with a one-
hour delay at a separate
courtroom in

Al-Umari,
whose brother Hussein
was killed by Tarrant in-
side the Linwood
mosque, told
Christchurch’s  The
Press newspaper she
had thought “this is the
end of it” when Tarrant
was sentenced.“Little
did you know that you
are allowed to do this six
years later. [ was not pre-
pared to do this,” she
said.

e s 4
Christchurch on March
15,2019.He published an
online manifesto before
the attacks and then
livestreamed the killings
for 17 minutes.

est in New Zealand

ory.Armed with an
arsenal of semi-auto-
matic weapons, Tarrant
attacked worshippers at
two mosques in

Separatc henrmg later in
the year to cor

appeal

sentence.

life imprisonment wi
out parole was the

Thousands rally across Australia
against Israeli president’s visit

NEWS DESK: Thot

in cities and towns
across the country on
Monday evening.

In Sydney, thou-
sands gathered in a
square in the city's cen-
tral business district, lis-
tening to speeches and
shouting pro-Palestine
slogans.

"The Bondi massa-
cre was terrible but from
our Australian leader-
ship there’s been no

head and officers patrol-
ling on horseback.

bout 3,000 police
personnel will be de-
ployed across Sydney
during Herzog’s visit to
the city.

Herzog commemo-
rates Australian lives
lostHerzog began his
visit at Bondi Beach,
where he laid a wreath at
amemorial for the victims
of the attack. He also met

Chief Executive Alex
Ryvehin said Herzog's
visit "will lift the spiri
ofa pained community."
There are Jews who
oppose the visit, as the
Jewish Council of Aus-
tralia released an open
letter on Monday
signed by over 1,000
Jewish Australian aca-
demics and community
leaders, urging Albanese
to rescind Herzog's invi-

nds gathered acro
Australia on Monday to
protest the arrival of
raeli President Isaac
Herzog, who is on a
multi-city trip aimed at
expressing solidarity
with Australia's Jewish
community following
the Bondi Beach shoot-
ing last year.

erzog is visiting
Australia this week fol-

lowing an invitation acknowledgementofthe survivors and the fami- tation.

from Australian Prime Palestinian people and lies of 15 people killed in Police deploy spe-
Minister ~ Anthony the Gazans,” said Jack- the shooting."This was ~cial powers

Albanese in the after- son Elliott,a 30-year-old also an attack on all Aus- Authorities  in

‘math of the December 14 protestor ﬁ'om bydncy
shooting at a Hanukkah erz

event at Sydney's Bondi  dodged all lhc questions.
Beach thatkilled 15. about the occupation
he visit has at- and says |his visit is
tracted the ire of many about A and Is-
people in Australia, who ~racli rehllom ‘buthe is
say Herzog is complicit ~complicit."
in the genocide in Ga There was a heavy
Pro-Palestine groups police presence with a
have organised protests _helicopter circling over-

tralians. They attacked
the values that our de-
mocracies treasure, the
sanctity of human llfc
the freedom of religion,
tolerance, dignity and re-
spect,” Herzog said in
remarks at the site.

In a statement, the
Executive Council of
Australian Jewry Co-

Sydney have declared
Herzog's visit a major
event and have been
authorised to use rarely
invoked powers during
the visit, including the
ability to separate and
move crowds, restrict
their entry to certain ar-
eas, direct people to
leave and search ve-
hicles.

The Palestine Ac-
tion Group organising
the protest failed ina le-
gal challenge in a
Sydney court on Mon-
day against restrictions
placed on the expected
demonstration."We're
hoping we won't have to
use any powers,
cause we've been |
ing very closely with lhc
protest organisers.
New South Wales Police
Assistant  Commis-
sioner Peter McKenna
told Nine News on
Monday."Overall, it is
all of the community that

we'll be there in signifi-
cant numbers just to
make sure that the com-

Iran arrests at least four reform
front politicians

protests after last
month's crackdown on
the bloodiest unrest
since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

On Sunday, state
media said three senior
figures from Iran's Re-
form Front were arrested,
among them Ebrahim
Asgharzadeh, Mohsen

NEWS DESK:The Is-
lamic Iran Nation's
Union Party sought the
release of secretary-gen-
eral Azar Mansouri, the
Shargh newspaper said
on Monday, after her ar-
rest along with other
members of the Reform
Front, an umbrella body
of Iranian reformists and

issued a statement about
the recent events (pro-
tests)," Kermani told the
Iranian Labour News
Agency (ILNA).

“Individuals may
have cummcntcd on their
own."

On Sunday. the
judiciary's media outlet
Mizan said "four impor-

report to the
prosecutor's office in
Tehran's Evin prison on
Tuesday.

The Reform Front's
spokesperson, Javad
Emam, was also ar-
rested, Mansouri's law-
yer, Hojjat Kermani, said
on Monday, adding that
it was unclear what

moderates. Aminzadeh, and Azar charges faced those de- tant political elements
A campaign of mass Mansouri, who acts as ftained. supporting the Zionist
arrests and intimidation  the front's head. "We basically don't (regime) and the United

States" were indicted,
but gave no details.

Tehran has blamed

st-related violence

n "rioters and armed

terrorists" it says were
backed by its key en-
emies, Israel and the
United States.

Past Reform Front
statements have been
highly critical of authori-
ties.

After the 12-day
war against Israel, its
members warned that
"incremental collapse"
awaited the country if it
did not adopt funda-
mental reforms.

Kermani said the re-
centarrests were not re-
lated to a judicial case
launched against the
Front after that state-
ment, however.

know what caused these
arrests, because the Re-
form Front has not yet

has led to the arrests of
thousands as authori-
ties seek todeter further

Shargh said at least
two more Reform Front
members were asked to

Russia's Lavrov sees no 'bright
future' for economic ties with US

NEWS DESK: Rus- But  although posed further onerous tificial obstacles along.
sia remains open for President Donald sanctions on this path (towards
cooperation with the Trump has also spo- vital energy sector.  BRICS integration),"

he said.

"We are simply
forced to seck addi-
tional, protected ways
to develop our finan-

Lavrov also cited
Trump's hostilityto the
BRICS bloc, which in-
cludes Russia, China,
India, Brazil and other
major developing
economies.

"The Americans
themselves create ar-

United States but is
not hopeful about eco-
nomic ties despite
Washington's ongoing
efforts to end the
Ukraine war,

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei
Lavrov said in an in-
terview published on
Monday.

Speaking to Rus-
sia-based media outlet
TV BRICS, Lavrov
cited what he called
the United States' de-
clared aim of "eco-
nomic dominance".

"We also don't see
any bright future in the I
economic sphere,"
Lavrov said.

Russian officials,
including envoy Kirill
Dnitriev, have previ-
ously spoken of the
prospects for a major
restoration of eco-
nomic relations with
the United States as
part of any eventual
Ukraine peace settle-
ment.

Hong Kong tycoon Jimmy Lai
sentenced to 20 years in jail after
national security trial

NEWS DESK:Hong
Kong's most prominent
‘media tycoon Jimmy Lai
was sentenced on Mon-
day to 20 years in jail on
national  security
charges, including two
counts of conspiracy to
collude with foreign

ken of reviving eco-
nomic cooperation
with Moscow and has
hosted his Russian
counterpart, Vladimir
utin,

on US soil since
returning to the White
House, he has im-

cial, economic, logi
cal and other projects
with the BRICS coun-
tries”.

foreigners.

Besides Lai, six
former senior Apple
Daily staffers, an activ-
ist and a paralegal were
sentenced to jail terms
ranging between six and
10 years

court he is a "political
prisoner” facing perse-
cution from Beijing.

Lai's plight has
been criticised by global
leaders, opens new tab
including US President
. Donald Trump and Brit-
"In the present ishPrime Minister Keir
forces and one of pub- case, Lai was no doubt Starmer, spotlighting a
lishing seditious materi- the mastermind of all years-long national se-
als. three  conspiracies curity crackdown in the

The sentence ends charged and therefore he  China-ruled Asian finan-
Hong Kong's highest- warrants a heavier sen- cial hub, following ma
profile national security ~ tence.” the judges said. ~ pro-democracy protests
trial and a legal saga that "As regards the m2019.
has spanned nearly five others, it is dn‘ﬁcuh to
years. distinguish their relative

Lai, founder of the  culpability."
feisty shuttered Apple The
Daily newspaper, was
first arrested in August
2020 and was convicted
last year.

Lai

political connections,
particularly among U.
Republicans - ties that
prosecutors cited during
the case.

At the height of the
protests in July 2019, Lai
met then-U.S. Vice Pr
dent Mike Pence and
then-Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo in Wash-
ington.

"The rule of law has
been completely shat-
tered in Hong Kong,"
said Jodie Ginsberg, CEO
ofthe Committee to Pro-
tect Journali;
"Today’s egregious de-
cision is the final nail in
the coffin for freedom of

ss in Hong

Those concerns re-
flected in part Lais long-
standing nmemanonal
pmﬁlc s
racy critic of (,hmu
Communisl Party leader-
ship and his extensive

1d

, a
British citizen, has de:
nied al arges
against him, saying in

entence of 20
years was within the
harshest  penalty
"band" of 10 years to life
imprisonment for of-
fences of a "grave na-
ture” and is the most se-
vere punishment meted
out yet.

The three national
security judges said
Lai's sentence was en-
hanced by the fact that
he was the "mastermind"
dnd d.riving force behind
"persistent" foreign col-
lusion conspiracies.

They cited prosecu-
tion evidence that the
conspiracies  had
sought sanctions, block-
ades and other hostile
acts from the US and
other countries while in-
volving a web of indi-
viduals, including Apple
Daily staff, activists and
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Congress starts campaign for restoration of Kashmiri people’s political rights

JAMMU (INP): The
Congress Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir chapter
has launched a mass
contact campaign titled
“Har Ghar Dastak,

Ghar Dastak”” to mobi
public opinion for the

Tuesday,February.10.2026

launched from Jammu
with the objective of
reaching out to people at
the level and
exposing what the party
described as the failures
of the present gover-
nance framework im-
posed after the illegal

immediate restoration of
full statehood and to
highlight the deepening
s an

revocation of occupied
Jammu and Kashmir’s

sibility of standing
shoulder to shoulder
with the people of Jammu
and Kashmir in their le-
gitimate struggle for
democratic rights. He
said the continued denial
of statehood has led to
excessive isati

of authority, erosion of
accountability, weaken-
ing of democratic insti-
tutions and growing
alienation among the
people. “Statehood is
not a concession or
charity; it is a constitu-
tional right of the people

Perpetual arrest warrants issued for Ali
Amin Gandapur, Omar Ayub

ISLAMABAD two PTI leaders pro- News reported. relief
(INP): A district and claimed offenders and A two-judge granted.
sessions court in issuedperpetualarrest bench comprising The  Supreme
Islamabad on Monday warrants  against Chief Justice of Paki- Court subsequently is-
issued perpetual arrest them. stan Yahya Afridi and sued a notice to the
warrants for Pakistan Earlier, during the  Justice Shahid Bilal government for Tues-
Tehreek-e-Insaf previous hearing, the Hassan heard 13 peti- day to respond to the
(PTI) leaders Ali court had directed the tions related to Imran matter.

Amin Gandapur and initiation of proceed- Khan and his wife, Chief  Justice
Omar Ayub Khan in ings to declare Ali Bushra Bibi. Afridi noted that the
connection with two Amin Gandapur a pro- During the hear- matter pertained to an
Azadi March cases, claimed offender. ing, the bench dis- order dated August 24,
declaring both pro- Two cases have missed the petition for 2023, and observed
claimed offenders. been registered a meeting with Imran that the case was no

Judicial Magis- against Ali Amin Khan, filed by senior longer maintainable.

trate Mubashir Gandapur and others PTI leader Latif he apex court
Hassan Chishti heard at Barakahu police Khosa. The SC ob- also took up the
the cases at the Dis- station in connection served that such an government’s petitions
trict and Sessions with the Azadi March. order could not be challengingthe acquit-
Court, Islamabad. Meanwhile, the passed without first tal of Imran Khan and
Both Gandapur and Supreme Court foday issuing notice to the former foreign minis-

of Jammu and Kashmir,”
Karra said, adding that
repeated assurances
given by Modi govt on
the floor of Parliament
must be honoured with-
out further delay. Karra
warned that continued
pos! of these

promises has deepened
mistrust and uncer-
tainty. “The people have
waited patiently. Any
further delay will only
widen the democratic
deficit and further erode
faith in constitutional
governance,” he said.

democratic crisis in the
territory.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service, the
campaign was formally

gathering, Congress
IIOJK President Tariq
Hameed Karra said the
Congress has taken
upon itself the respon-

could be

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister

if addresses Al

[Indus Week being organized by Ministery of Information Technology. Ayub failed to appear rejected a petition government. ter Shah Mahmood
. . . in court despite re- seeking permission for Chief  Justice Qureshi in the cipher
Chlna-Paletan bOOStS C]t[‘us Industry peated summons. an immediate meeting  Afridi said the petition case. The SC ordered
The court, noting with PTI founder and must overcome objec- the formation of a

their continued ab- former prime minister tions regarding main- three-judge bench to
sence, declared the Imran Khan, ARY tainability before any hear the appeals.

PTI founder, Mahmood A chakzai meeting

expected soon, claims Ikhtiar Wali

ISLAMABAD curbefore Achakzai’s The PMLN leader despite differing cir-
(INP): A meeting be- anticipated meeting alleged that incidents cumstances on the

for Changing Climate

Research and Dem- potential for diversity
onstration Center in and quality improve-
Wuhan. ment.

The second an- A key focus of the
nual event builds on workshop was the
last year's successful transfer of practical
workshop and focuses agricultural knowl-

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Pakistan’s ci
rus growers, scientists
and students have
gathered for a two-
day international
workshop aimed at

collaboration, stating
that such exchanges
are essential for mod-
ernizing Pakistan’s
agriculture and en-
hancing the competi-
tiveness of its citrus

ctrenatheni s of actical knowl. edee. Professor Lin sec tween the Pakistan with the prime minis- inparts ofthe province ground. He also al-
B O O e OO e Sec O event builds | TehTeek-e-Insaf ter, adding that politi- involved atiempts to leged that expecta-
the country’s mostim-  edge sharing to help Yongzhong rom e event builds | (pTy) founder Imran cal matters had been forcibly close shops, tions of a nationwide
portant agricultural Pakistan's citrus in- HZAU led hands-on on multiple existing | gpap and moving toward resolu- claiming attacks were shutdown did not

sectors. dustry grow and com-  training for local grow- - agreements between | paspynkhwa Milli tion before recent de- carried out on open materialise and that

... The event, titled pete globally. _ ersonadvanced prun-  the two universities, | Ayumi Party chief velopmentsalteredthe businesses and that many citizens rejected
Prospects of Climate Citrus is ing techniques aimed including the establish- | \fohmood Achakzaiis course of events. related video evidence  the call.

S‘mm.n Citrus Produc- Pakistan’s leading fruit at maintaining tree ment of the China-Pa- expected in the com- Commenting on existed. On dialogue pros-

tion: Adaptive Strate- crop, making the health and boosting kistan Horticultural ing days, according to the nationwide strike He further stated pects, he maintained

gies for a Changing country the world’s annual yields. Demonstration Center

B rae B WA y e . S Pakistan ~ Muslim call, he claimed the thatinMalakand, local that any negotiations
dhorld.” was held at 15th largest producer e (2150 high. and a joint laboralory | | cague-  Nawaz shuidown saw little  residents reacted afier would remain within
the University of Ag- and 6th largest ex- lighted the success| ocused on| (PMLN) leader response in Sindh and efforts were made to constitutional limits,
riculture, Faisalabad - porter. . introduction of nine germplasm innovation | yyptiar Wali Khan, Pun}ab while shut markets, leading stressing that de-
(UAF), from February However, with high-quality Chinese  in Wuhan. .| who indicated the en- and to ions with mands for fresh clec-
4to5.1,according toa less than 1.3% of the citrus cultivars into Through contin- gagement could take Rawalpindi remained PTI processions. tions would not be ac-
report carried by global export market, Pakistan last year, ued partnershipsinre- place within one to unaffected, with no According  to cepted.

Gwadar Pro on Mon- there is significant which have been search, training and | { " weeks wheel-jam or shutter- Ikhtiar Wali Khan, the He added that en-
day. room for growth. propagated and willbe technology transfer, o : - : o :
The workshop A major exhibition transplanted during China and Pakistan Speaking in a down activity re- strike call was pushed gagement with PTI

priviate TV channel
program Ikhtiar Wali
Khan suggested that
the interaction with
Imran Khan may oc-

ported. He added that
business activity con-
tinued across several
divisions of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

by what he described
as second-tier PTI
leadership, asserting
that some figures in-
sisted on the move

would proceed under
the framework of law,
leaving the decision to
negotiate to the party
itself.

was jointly organized
by UAF’s Institute of
Horticultural Sciences
and the Huazhong
Agricultural Univer-
sity (HZAU)’s China-
Pakistan Horticulture

at the workshop
showcased 25 differ-
ent varieties of citrus,
including mandarins,
sweet oranges and
grapefruits,
highlighting the

the upcoming mon-
soon season.
Professor  Dr.
Zulfigar Ali, Vice
Chancellor of UAF,
expressed apprecia-
tion for the ongoing

are working together
to strengthen food se-
curity, improve farmer
livelihoods and foster
sustainable agricul-
tural development in
the region.

SC turns down plea
for immediate meeting
with Imran Khan

Pakistan made
meaningful progress
in restoring economic

ISLAMABAD (INP): August 24,2023.
The Supreme Court of The court clarified
Pakistan on Monday re- that it would review
jected a request for an whether the case can
immediate meeting with ~ continue. Khosa argued
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf ~ for permission to meet
(PTI) Founder Imran his client, but Afridi said
Khan, The request by a decision on the meet-
PTI founder’s lawyer ing would also require
Latif Khosa to meet his notice to the other party.
client was denied by the ~The hearing was subse-
Supreme Court, which quently adjourned until
instead issued a notice tomorrow.
to the government for a The Supreme Court
decision tomorrow. also ordered the creation
Chief Justice Yahya of 3-member benches to
Afridi stressed that no hear appeals regarding
order could be issued the acquittal of the PTI
without notifying the founder and Shah
other party. Mehmood Qureshi in
During the hearing, ~the Cipher case.
Afridi noted that the ad- Additionally, the
missibility of the appli- bail application of the
cation must be ad- PTI founder in the Al-

stability: Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD (INP): to-GDP ratio to around
Finance Minister 70 percent from about 74
Muhammad Aurangzeb percent over the past
says Pakistan has made three years.
meaningful progress in Muhammad
restoring  stability Aurangzeb also high-
through disciplined lighted progress in do-
macroeconomic poli- mestic resource mobili-
cies, institutional re- zation, noting that Paki-
forms and proactive stan has raised its tax-to-
debt management. GDP ratio, which is now
He made the re- moving around 12 per-
marks at a high-level cent from single-digit
roundtable on “Ad- levels in earlier years,
dressing Sovereign supported by tax re-
Debt Vulnerabilities™ at  forms, digitization, and
the AlUla Conference base-broadening mea-
for Emerging Market sures. In addition, the
Economies 2026, jointly Finance Minister also
organized by Saudi drew attention to

. — —
ISLAMABAD : Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony Sardar Muhammad|
Yousaf addressing the participants of Ulema and Mashaikh conference.

Moody’s revises Pakistan’s banking sector outlook
to stable as economy recovers gradually

ISLAMABAD (INP): ment of Pakistan (Caal
Global rating agency stable), given banks’
Moody’s, in a key de- substantial holdings of

“Borrower delin-
quencies will pe
nonetheless, particu-

costs will boost credit
demand and keep prob-
lem loan ratios broadly

dressed first and re- Qadir Trust case was Arabia and International Pakistan’s efforts to | velopment  for government securities, unchanged. At the larlyinmore vulnerable
minded that related dismissed due to inef. | Monetary Fund. align debt management | Pakistan sbankmg‘sec— which account for same‘ume,mnrgmgwlll sectors such as agri-
fectivene: The Finance Minis- with climate and devel- | tor, has revised around half of total remain steady after a culture and energy, but

cases are still pending in
other courts.

He added that, in
the court’s view, the
case may have become
ineffective due to a pre-
vious order issued on

. Applica-
tions to cancel the bail
of the PTI founder and
Bushra Bibi in the
Toshakhana case were
also dismissed on simi-
lar grounds

country’s banking sec-
tor outlook to stable
from positive, citing a
gradual economic re-
covery and an improv-
ing fiscal and external
position.

The Moody’s on
Monday said “We have
changed our outlook
on Pakistan’s banking
system to stable from
positive.”

Moody’s noted
that the operating envi-
ronment continues to
recover, but only
gradually, supported by
the country’s slowly
improving economic
and fiscal outlook and
strengthening external
position. “However,
banks’ financial perfor-
mance will be stable
over the next 12-18
months as they con-
tinue to face asset qual-
ity and profitability
challenges.

“The sector out-
look also aligns with
that of the Govern-

banking assets.
Pakistan’s long-term
debt sustainability re-
mains uncertain, be-
cause of its still weak
fiscal position, high li-
quidity and external
vulnerability riskl,” it
aid.

Moody’s  fore-
casted Pakistan’s real
GDP growth of around
3.5% for 2026, up
from 3.1% in 2025
supported by ongoing
reforms that are im-
proving confidence
and gradually strength-
ening economic activ-
ity. Headline inflation
fell to 4.5% in 2025
from 23% during 2024.
Moody’s expects infla-
tion to rise to around
7.5% in 2026, in part
due to base effects.

It noted that the
improving economic
outlook and lower in-
flation have contrib-

decline following rate
cuts, but higher busi-
ness volumes, non-in-
terest income and
stable costs will sup-
port profits and safe-
guard capital buffers.”

Moody’s noted
that the recent floods
are likely to weigh on
agricultural output, but
activity in the industrial
and services sectors
should remain robust.
It shared that sector-
wide nonperforming
loan ratios spiked at the
beginning of 2025 fol-
lowing the removal of
the advances-to-depos-
its ratio (ADR) tax,
which led banks to re-
duce their loan books.

“Although loans
accounted for only
23% of banks’ total
assets as of September
2025, we expect
double-digit credit
growth in 2026, sup-
uted to easing mon- ported by improving
etary policy rates. macroeconomic condi-
“Lower borrowing tions

lower borrowing costs
and higher credit de-
mand will maintain
broadly stable problem
loan ratios, measured
by Moody’s as Stage 3
loans over gross loans,
at around 8% for the
Pakistani banks we
rate.”

tersaid Pakistan hasre- opment objectives, in-
mained on track to con- cluding the issuance of
tain and better manage a Green Sukuk and the
public debt. He said our  establishment of a Sov-
efforts have contributed ereign Sustainable Fi-
to a decline in the debt- nancing Framework.

Moody’s shared
that as of September
2025, the system’s Tier
1 and total capital to
risk-weighted assets
(RWAs) ratios stood at
18% and 22.1%, re-
spectively, up from
17% and 21.5% a year
earlier and well above
the regulatory mini-
mum.

“Although financ-
ing growth will rise in
2026 on the back of
lower rates, Pakistani
banks will continue to
increase their holdings
of government securi-
ties, which do not carry
any risk-weighting, fur-
ther supporting capital
metrics.

ISLAMABAD : Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Commerce, Rana Ihsaan Afzal Khan, holding]
2 welcoming meeting with H.E. Cham Nimul, Minister of Commerce of Cambodia, as both sides|

reaffirm commitment to strengthening bilateral trade and investment cooperation ahead of the 2nd|
[Pakistan-Cambodia Joint Trade Committee (JTC).
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CM Bugti Orders Action Over Policemans’ Provincial Minister Sardar Abdul

Violence During Strike Rehman Khetran Visits Basti
3 = Sengali, Holds Public Meeting

QUETTA: Provincial projects, and the pro- Local residents
Minister Sardar Abdul  vision of basic facili- described ~ Sardar
Rehman Khetran vis- ties. Abdul Rehman
ited Basti Sengali as Sardar  Abdul Khetran as a people-
part of his public out- Rehman Khetran as- friendly, sincere leader
reach  campaign, sured the people that and a true voice of all

NEWS DES
Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has taken strict
notice of an alleged
incident of police vio-
lence against a citizen
arrested during a
strike and ordered im-
mediate, transparent,
and impartial legal ac-
tion against the police
official involved.

In an official
statement, the chief
minister strongly con-
demned the reported
act in which a police
officer  allegedly
slapped a detained citi-
zen, terming it inhu-
man and unprofes-
sional. He said viola-
tions of the law would
not be tolerated under
any circumstances ¥
and stressed that law - . -
enforcement officials dignityand fundamen- countability. meet the ends of jus- ted to upholding the
must operate strictly tal human rights is the

E=n
where he met local their genuine problems segments of society.
residents and inter- would be resolved on They stated that
acted directly with the a priority basis and suchleaders genuinely
public. that practical steps understand public
During the visit, would be taken for the problems and play a
citizens presented their  development of the practical role in re-
issues and concerns to  area. solving them.
the provincial minister, During the visit, At the conclusion
which he listened to the provincial minister of the visit, Sardar
attentively on the spot. distributed sweets Abdul Rehman
The chiefminister tice and prevent simi- rule of law, ensuring The provincial amongchildren, creat- Khetran once again

within the legal frame-  state’s core responsi- directed the relevant lar incidents in the fu- transparency,  and | minister also held a ing an atmosphere of assured

work. bility. He added that authorities to ensure ture. Reaffirming his maintainingpublic trust | public gathering (open happiness and enthu- the people that he
Mir Sarfraz Bugti any misuse of author- swift and unbiased slance he said the byholdingall officials | sitting) during which siasm. would continue to

emphasized that the ity by police p dings against Bal overn- without | detailed discussions The public warmly  raise his voice for the

protection of citizens” would invite strict ac- thc officer involved to ment remains commit-  exception. were held on regional welcomed him and rights of the people of

issues, ongoing and raised slogans in his Basti Sengali at every

Balochistan Secretary Local Government ReViews | propo developmen swppor. —__— orom._—_
Development Projects in Lasbela District SSP Kech Zohaib Mohsin

LASBELA : Secretary der the supervision of detail on the progress of Lasbela must be com-  structed officers not to - 1
Local Government and  District Council Lasbela  ongoing projects, tech- pleted within the stipu-  compromise on quality HOlds Open Door Meetlng

Rural Development, and Municipal Commit- nical and administrative ~lated timeframe. and to ensure transpar- . ) .
Government of tee Uthal. challenges, and comple- Hemadeit clear that  ency and merit at egery Wlth Cltlzens m Tllrbat
Balochistan, Abdul Rauf Secretary Local tion timelines. unnecessary delays in stage of project execu- .
Baloch, paid a detailed Government Board Issuing directives development schemes tion. TURBAT: As part of a  public, and the prompt ~antees of law and order.
. Pkt L public outreach initia- resolution of public  He reaffirmed that
n tive, SSP Kech Zohaib grievances is the police’s ~ District Police Kech will

Mohsin met with citizens ~ top priority. continue to fulfill its re-
from various areas at his He emphasized that ~ sponsibilities with com-
office on Monday. ifany citizen feels their ~plete honesty to protect

issue is not being ad- the lives and property of
residents presented dressed at any level, citizens and to resolve
their issues, complaints, they may approach his their problems.

and suggestions, which office directly without Members of the
the SSP listened to with  hesitation, adding that public appreciated SSP

during the visit, Secre- will not be tolerated. The Secretary fur- | great attention, pa- his office doors are al- Kech’s ~ open-door
tience, and seriousness. ways open to the pub- policy, describing it as a

During the meeting,

visit to Lasbela district at Ali,
to review the progress, Dlstnchouncll Lasbela tary Abdul Rauf Baloch He emphasized that  ther stated that public

quality, and transpar- A)mz Gorgii, stated that, the timely and quality welfare projects are a Speaking on the oc-  lic. people-friendly ini

ency of ongoing devel- tant Director in line with the spe- completion of develop- top priority of the Gov- | ¢asion, SSPKech  The SSP further tive, and expressed hope

opment projects. oca] Government Asif ~cial instructions of Chief - ment projectswill ensure ~ ernment of Balochistan, | Z0haib Mohsinstatedin ~said that trust and that such an approach
During the visit, he  Rind, ChiefOfficer Mu- Minister Balochistan the provision of basic and directed all con- | clear terms that the dis-  strong coordination be-  would further reduce the

inspected the District nicipal Committee Uthal Mir Sarfraz Bugti and facilities cerned officers to per- | trict police is always tween the policeand the - gap between the police

Council Lasbela head- Khan Muhammad, As- Provincial Adviser for to the public, re- form their duties with | available to serve the publicare the true guar- and the community.

quarters and Uthal Ba- sistant Engineer Fida, Local Government and duce public grievances, honesty and profes-

zaar, and conducted on- and Ghaffar Ahmed ac- Rural Development and promote overall so- sional competence so NOTICE INVITING TENDER JP).

site reviews of various  companied him. Nawabzada Ameer cial and economic devel- ~that the benefits of de- 1664 aa et 7

development schemes  Concerned officers Hamza Zehri, all devel- opment in the area. velopment reach the

being implemented un- briefed the secretary in opment projects in He strictly in- people directly.
WHO Poli 3 1
oy Folio Review Meet.mgs Held on
peputy | PDevelopment Projects of Secondary

Commissioner

Kalat to Review Education and HOme

Polio Campaign

Performance Departments in Balochistan

NG e (DhO) of| QUETTA: Twoimpor- with relevant officials is essental for improv-  Chief Secretary Home

the World Health Or- | tant review meetings of the Secondary Edu- ing the education sec- Hamza Shafqat, along
ganization (WHO), | Were held to assess _the cation D_cpanment, tor in Ba]oclu_stan, with senior officials of
Dr. Ghulam Mujtaba | Progress of ongoing ~ During the meet- Addressing the the Home Department
Bajoi, along with development projects ing, a comprehensive meeting, Secretary and the C&W Depart-
WHO Tehsil Polio of the Secondary Edu-  briefing was given on C&W ~ Balochistan ment. i .

Officer Umair Baloch, | cation Department and  various ongoing devel- Baber Khan instructed A detailed briefing

4 1n

met with Deputy Com-

missioner  Kalat, T v
Munir Ahmed TETT 6T
Durrani.

During the meet-
ing, the district polio
officers discussed the
overall performance
of polio teams in the
previous polio cam-
paign, challenges
faced in the field, and
other important ad-
ministrative and op-
crational matters.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Munir Ahmed A
Durrani expressed | the Home Department opment projects, high- concerned officers to was presented on on-
confidence that the | of Balochistan. lighting current complete all public wel- going development
newly appointed Dis- The meetings fo- progress, challenges, fare projects within the projects of the Home
trict Polio Officer | cused in detail on the and the future course stipulated timeframe, Department.
would play a positive | pace of work, con- of action. with special emphasis On this occasion,
and effective role in | struction quality, trans- Secretary Second- on expediting educa- Additional Chief Secre-
the risk zones for the | parency, and timely ary Education Asfand tion-related develop- tary Home Hamza
eradication of polio. | completion of projects. Yar Kakar emphasized ment schemes. Shafqat stated that the

He stated that the The review meet- ensuring construction He warned that timely completion of
district administration | ing regarding develop- quality, any negligence or lapse key ~ development
Kalat and WHO | ment projects of the transparency, and in construction work projects is crucial, as
would jointly work to | Secondary Education timely completion of would notbe tolerated. these projects are di-
successfully imple- | Department was  projects. Meanwhile, an- rectly linked to public
ment polio policies and | chaired by Secretary He directed that other important meet- facilities and the law
achieve the goal of a | Secondary Education the pace of work on de- ing was held under the and order system.
polio-free society. Asfand Yar Kakar. velopment schemes in chairmanship of Sec- He directed the

He further em- The meeting was remote areas of the retary concerned  depart-

phasized that coordi- | attended by Secretary province be acceler- Communications ments to ensure close

nated efforts between | Communications and ated to prevent further and Works Balochistan coordination and ef-

the district administra- | Works (C&W) difficulties for students Baber Khan to review fective .

tion and WHO are es- | Balochistan Baber and teaching staff. the progress of devel- monitoring so xha! " o 17, CONDITIING All m tarms and canditions can be
sential to eliminate po- | Khan, Chief Engineers He added that up-  opment projects of the projects are Exacutive Engineee
lio and protect|and officers from all grading educational in- Home Department. on time and the public Fublic Hasith Engraaring,
children’s healthin the | six zones of the C&W frastructure in line with The meeting was can benefit from them Divtalen Mustng

PRy N =, " PR No.3682108-02- ZM
district. Department, along modern requirements attended by Additional at the earliest. oy
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NEWS DESK:The
prices of tomatoes, on-
ions, potatoes, and other
vegetables have started
creeping up ahead of the
start of Ramazan, after
hitting rare seasonal
lows, thanks to a winter
production glut, while
prices of flour varieties
and fruits have risen.

As the holy month
will get underway from
the third week of this
month, fruit vendors
have already started
charging higher rates for
the most sought-after
items like banana, apple
and guava. In the flour
industry, retailers blame
millers for raising rates,
while flour millers ﬂally
reject the claim.

As the new Sindh
wheat crop will arrive in
March, a random market
survey ahead of the holy
month reveals a price
hike in a 20 kg bag of
wheat flour to Rs2,500-
2,700 from Rs2,400-2,600
two weeks back, fol-
lowed bya Rs141 per kg
increase in fine flour, up
from Rs133 per kg.

The Sensitive Price W99 1 - . .
Index ending Feb 4 re- Which may result in a Naan and Chappati are the ex-mill rate of flour
vealed a slight jump in  price jump in Roti vari- available at Rs25 and No.2.5and fine is Rs104
the price of a 10kg bag eties if the fine flourbag Rs15 — per  piece, andRsl14from Decem-
ofwheat toRs1,100 from  crosses Rs7,000 per 50 respectivelyDisagreeing ber 2025.

Rs1,050 twoweeks back. kg Currently, roti makers  over the price rise in “There is no price

Vegetable, fruitand have kept the rates of flour, Pakistan Flour increase orany shortage
flour prices rise ahead of Various roti_varieties Mills  Association of wheat or flour variet-
holy month unchanged. Consumers (PFMA), Sindh Zone, ies in the markets,” he

Roti makers also believe that some Chairman Abdul Junaid  said, claiming that the
complained abouta price tandoor operators have  Aziz said that the 100kg ~ Association mainly fo-
hike of Rs450 per 50 kg reduced the weight of wheat bag rate has de- cuses on flourNo2.5 in-
in the fine flour bag, from  roti varieties while keep-  clined to Rs10,900 from = stead of the commer-
Rs6,000 to Rs6,450, ing prices unchanged. Rs11,600. As a result, cially popular fine and

e
‘maida (super fine flour)
rates.

The Sindh govern-
ment in December 2025
reduced the wheat issue
price to Rs8,000 per 100
kg bag from Rs9,500 to
stabilise prices for the
consumers and provide
grain to the millers and
traders.“Millers are lift-
ing wheat from the open
market at the rate of

Pre-Ramazan spike pinching consumers

Rs11,600 per 100 ke bag
for blending with the
government's wheat of
the 2022-2024 crop,”
Junaid said, showing
some concerns over the

government’s wheat
quality, as a lack of glu-
ten usually results in
low protein and also cre-
ates problems in making
a soft roti. As a result,
millers procure new

One of the reasons.
for the high prices of
branded flour is their
prime quality and the
bag cost alone, which
hover between Rs80-100
per bagin 5 kgand 10 kg
packs, he said.

Karachi Wholesal-
ers Grocers Association
Chairman Rauf Tbrahim
said the rates of black
gram, Kabuli channa
(white gram) and basen
is Rs205, Rs310 and
Rs205, while in retail
markets, they are being
sold at Rs250-280,
Rs350-400 and Rs350-
400 per kg,

Rauf said the rates
of masoor, moong and
gram pulse have been
unchanged at Rs240-
300, Rs360-400 and
Rs240-280 per kg as
against a slight increase
in mash pulse to Rs380-
460 from Rs360-420 pre-
vailing two weeks back.

Tomato and onions

Potato and onion
rates have risen to Rs40-
70 and Rs30-80 per kg,
respectively, over the

last two weeks, as
= = against a sharp rise in
wheat crops from the tomato prices to Rs70-
open market for blending 100 from Rs30-40 two
with old wheat to main-  weeks back. Sugar rates,
tain quality. as per SPI data, fell to

On high rates of Rs145-160 per kg from
branded flour, he said Rs150-170 perke:
the association cannot “The city govern-
control the rates charged  ment should focus on the
bybranded flour makers, retail side during
which are very few in  Ramazan, where con-
number, and that their sumers face real hard-
market share is only 5 ship at the hands of re-
per cent. tailers,” Rauf said.

Gold, silver prices extend | Moody’s revises Pakistan banking sector
gains at start of trading week outlook from positive to stable

NEWS DESK:Goldand  $2,090.13 per ounce, On Friday, gold
silver prices recorded while palladium gained ~prices witnessed a sharp | NEWS DESK: Inter-
further gains in both in-  1%1t051,723.41. decline in the local mar- | national credit rating
ternational and domestic Earlier on Saturday, ket as the price of 24- | agency Moody’s has
markets on the first trad- after a one-day pause, karat gold per tola de- | revised Pakistan’s
ing day of the week. gold and silver prices ~creased by Rs21,400 o | banking sector outlook
In the international ~rose in international and  settle at Rs507,762, ac- | from positive to stable.
bullion market, the price local market cording to the All Paki- ‘According  to
of gold rose by $53 per In the international ~stan Sarafa Gems and | \oody*s outlook re-
ounce to reach 83,020, bullion market, lhepnce Jewellers Association. | | POP B0 BT T
Following the glo- of gold per cunce in- ~Likewise, the price | Pors P8 CSHa0 5 €60-
bal uptrend, gold prices ~creased by $117toreach of 10 grams of 24-karat [ 5PH1® FOREHONS. &
in the local market also  $4,967. goldfe]lbyR:lS 34710 gl h“ hy ‘h provi g'f
increased. The price of The price of gold Rs435,324, while the | 2lthough the Do
gold per fola surged by per tola also rose by price of 10 grams of 22- | TECOVery remains slow.
Rs5,300 to reach Rsl1,700toRsS19.462, Karat gold dropped by | The report states that
Rs524,762, while the and the price of gold per Rs16,819t0Rs399,061. | banks’ performance is
price of 10 grams of gold 10 grams increased by The price of silver | expected to remain
rose by Rs4,544 to Rs10,030toRs445354." also recorded a down- | stable over the next 12
Rs449,898. The price of silver ward trend, with per-tola | to 18 months.
Similarly, silver per tola went up by silver decreasing by| _ The report also
prices moved higher, Rsd444 to Rs8,269, and Rs1,430 to Rs7,825, | highlights that high in-
with the rate per tola in-  the price of silver per 10 whereas the price of 10 | terest rates and credit
creasing by Rs296 to grams increased by grams ofsilver declined | risk pressures persist
$8,615. The price of 10 Rs381 to Rs7,089. byRs1,22610Rs6,708. | in Pakistan. Moody’s
grams of silver also identified government
climbed by Rs296 to financial challenges as
Rs7,385. a major risk for the
Spot gold rose 1.1% banking sector.
10 $5,012.76 per ounce Moody’s pmjem
by 0502 GMT afier a 4% Pakistan’s
climb on Friday. US gold growth at 3.5 per cent
futures for April delivery in 2026 but noted that
gained 1.1%10$5,033.80 concerns over external
per DS“““‘,I limbed financing and inflation
4.6% tp‘gssl‘ ;’Zmlm b remain. Additionally,
:07010 58134 per ounce risks associated with
after ancar 10% gain in policy implementation

the previous session. It
hit an all-time high of f:;kld affect the out-

s lﬁ;:'f:njamiz?;ﬁm Earlier, Moody's
edged 0.3% lower to = .| Ratings upgraded to

Caal from Caa2 the
local and foreign-cur-
rency long-term de-
posit ratings of five
Pakistani banks,
namely Allied Bank Lim-
ited (ABL), Habib Bank
Limited (HBL), MCB
Bank, National Bank of
Pakistan (NBP) and
United Bank Limited

2

L).
"We have also up-
graded the baseline
credit assessments

New IPP power deals could save
Pakistan Rs1.4tr, says Mishal report

NEWS DESK:Mishal
Pakistan has released
its Pakistan Reforms
Report 2026, saying
the country has made
large-scale progress on
governance reforms
over the past year, and
that the energy sector
led the reform effort,
accounting for 40% of
the total.

The report says
more than 600 reforms
were implemented
across 135 institutions,
describing this as a
fivefold increase in the
scale of reforms com-
pared with the previous
year. It also adds that
new agreements with
Independent Power
Producers in  the
power sector could re-
sult in expected sav-
ings of Rs1.4 trillion.

On “Digital Paki- to shifting from short- United Nations Sus- adding that fact-based
stan”, it says more than  term stabilisation to- tainable Development reform reporting helps
200 reforms were wards building long- Goals, while maintain- build public trust.
implemented through term state capacity, and ing momentum despite Aamir Jahangi
digital platforms. reports  structural difficult geopolitical Mishal Pakistan’s Chief

The report also changes in the law and conditions. Executive Officer, said
highlights progress on justice and IT sectors. Speaking at the the 2026 edition docu-
the Reko Dig project The report argues launch event, Federal ments governance
and says the country’s the reform process will Minister for Climate change and reflects the
gas policy includes in- further improve Change Musadik Malik growing maturity of
vestment targets of $11  Pakistan’s global cred- said there would be no  Pakistan’s reform pro-
billion. ibility, compromise on trans- cess, to record the

It says the gov- and says it places parency and evidence- country’s reform jour-
ernment is committed special focus on the based policymaking, ney.

NEWS DESK:In the
sprawling fields of
Pakistan's agricultural
heartland, a quiet but
consequential shift is
underway - one that car-
ries the promise of diver-
sification, sustainability,
and fresh economic op-
portunity.

As climate pressures
‘mount and global sugar
markets evolve, an old
European crop s begin-
ningto attract new atten-
tion at home: sugar beet.

For decades, sugar-
cane has dominated
Pakistan's sweetener
landscape, consuming
vast quantities of water
and tying the country's
sugar economy to a
single crop cycle
Beetroot sugar, by con-
trast, offers a compelling
alternative.

It requires 30-40%
less water than sugar-
cane, matures in five to
six months instead of 12-
14, and delivers higher
sugar recovery rates, of-
ten ranging between
14% and 18%, compared
to the national cane av-
erage of 9-10%.

What was once
viewed as an experiment
is now slowly becoming
a strategic option.

Farmers in Punjab
an yber-
Pakhtunkhwa are begin-
ning to recognise that

(BCAs) and adjusted
BCAs for ABL, HBL,
MCB and UBL to Caal
from Caa2, and for
NBP to Caa2 from
Caa3," the rating
agency said in a state-

The outlook on
long-term deposit rat-
ings of all banks has
been changed to stable
from positive.

Rating actions fol-
low its decision to up-

sugar beet is not merely
a substitute crop, but a
structural solution toris-
ing water stress, declin-
ing soil health, and vola-
tile cane pricing.

Gilobally, sugar beet
is a cornerstone of in-
dustrial agriculture. In
2024, world sugar beet
production stood at an
estimated 294 million
tonnes, accounting for
nearly 20% of global
sugar output.

Russia led produc-
tion with over 45 million
tonnes, followed by Ger-
many and France, where
beet-based sugar indus-
tries are deeply inte-
grated with advanced
mechanisation, re-
search-driven seed de-
velopment, and efficient

grade the government Moody's said that
of Pakistan's local and the decision to upgrade
foreign currency is- Pakistani banks'ratings
suer and senior unse- reflects the country's
cured debt ratings to improving operating
Caal from Caa2 to re- environment, as cap-
flect Pakistan's im- tured by the raising of
proving external posi- its Macro Profile for
tion, Pakistan to "very
supported by its weak+" from "very
progress in reform weak";
implementation under the government of
the International Mon- Pakistan's improved
etary Fund's (IMF) capacity to support
Extended Fund Facility. banks in case of need,
as indicated by the sov-
ereign rating upgrade;

anks' own
resilient financial per-
formance.

The revised Macro
Profile score is under-
pinned by Pakistan's
improving external po-
sition, supported by its
progress in reform
implementation.

Nonetheless, it
said, Pakistan's exter-
nal position remains
fragile. Its foreign ex-
change reserves re-
main well below what
is required to meet ex-
ternal debt obligations,
underscoring the im-
portance of steady
progress with the IMF
programme to continu-
ally unlock ﬁnancing

processing systems.  proach.

Europe collectively By comparison,
dominates beet cultiva- Pakistan's beetroot
tion, while countries sugar sector remains
such as the United modest but increasingly
States and Canada also visible. Though beet ac-
maintain strong export counts for just over 1%
positions. Trade data un- of total national sugar
derscores the crop's production, momentum
commercial relevance. In s building.

2024, Germany alone ex- During the 2022-23
ported more than season, beet processing
545,000 tonnes of fresh  yielded more than 51,000
and dried beet prod- tonnes of sugar, reflect-
ucts, while Romania, ing growing interest
Sweden, and Belgium among both farmers and
emerged as leading ex- millers.

porters of raw beet sugar. More importantly,
These figures highlight yields per hectare in pi-

not only production ca- lot areas have reached
pacity, but the crop's 60-70 tonnes, signifi-
seamless integration cantly outperforming
into global value chains average cane yields
—abenchmark Pakistan ~when adjusted for water
is only beginning to ap- use and time.
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Kamindu heroics steer Sri Lanka past Ireland in T20 World Cup

NEWS  DESK:Sri
Lanka’s 11th-hour call to
draft in amindu
Mendis proved a

masterstroke as the all-
rounder produced a
match-turning cameo to
set up a 20-run win over
Ireland in their T20
World Cup opener at
Colombo’s
Premadasa Stadium on
Sunday.

Kamindu’s blister-
ing 44 off 19 balls with
four fours and two sixes
gave Sri Lanka the late
thrust they badly needed
to post 163

The spin trio of
Maheesh Theekshana,
Wanindu Hasaranga and
Dunith Wellalage then
ran through the Irish
middle order, sharing
seven wickets to seal a
comfortable victory.

“I just wanted to
score a few boundaries
and put a partnership
with Kusal Mendis,” said
Kamindu.“Kusal was
outstanding today. He
deserves a lot of credit.
‘We wanted someone to
bat through the innings.

“They played well
during the run chase
until the 15th over. We
had to keep our calm and

we knew they had to
take risks and we bowled
well towards the end.”
Hasaranga claimed three
wickets to take his World
Cup tally to 40, second

only to Bangladesh’
Shakib Al Hasan, who
has 50.There were anx-
ious moments when the
leg-spinner, who has a
history with hamstring

injuries, limped ofafter
his second over. Though
he returned to complete
his quota, he moved gin-
gerly, raising questions
over his fitness for the

the sheet anchor role in
an unbeaten half-cen-
tury, Sri Lanka found a
competitive total from
what had looked like a
below-par platform.

Ireland were mar-
shalled by left-arm spin-
ner George Dockrell,
who returned a miserly
spell of 2-17.

A 49-run stand be-
tween Lorcan Tucker
and Harry Tector for the
third wicket kept Ireland
in the hunt.

From a promising
105 for two, Ireland lost
their way and folded for
143 in 19.5 overs with
Matheesha Pathirana
cleaning up with two
wickets in the final over.

“They got 15 runs
too many,” said Ireland
captain Paul Sterling.

“Bit sloppy in the
field and we have plenty
of work to do before the
next game.“We were
confident with plenty of
wickets in hand, but Sri
Lanka held their nerve.

“Spinisa challenge
for us. It wasn’t coming
onto the bat as much as
we expected. Spin, Ibe-
lieve, is going to play a
big role in this tourna-
ment.”

for four in the 14th over,
boundaries having dried
up against Ireland’s
spinners, The left-hander
broke a 57-ball boundary
drought with a cheeky

rest oflhe campalgn reverse sweep and then
went into overdrive,
plundering 21 runs in the
17th over to wrestle back
the momentum. With
Kusal Mendis playing

ri Lanka’s innings
had bccn stuck in ﬁm
gear until Kamindu
strode in with the
scoreboard reading 86

Malinin keeps USA golden in Olympic
figure skating team event

NEWS DESK:US star I'm the deciding factor, T
Tlia Malinin saw offare- just need to go out there
surgent Japan with a and test the ice again to
pulsating routine to see how it feels and pre-
keep the Olympic team pare myself for the
figure skating gold in indivdual event.

American hands on Sun- "I knew it was go-
ing to be a tie-breaker...
and it went exactly the
way I wanted. I'm so
thankful for that.

"It came down to
the energy, the support,
the passion from my
whole team."

The United States
finished with 69 points
with Japan scoring 68
and Italy medalling for
the first time in the team
event with 60.

Going into the final
round, the Japanese and
the Americans had been
neck and neck, but Japan
were ahead having won

more routines.The title
came down to Malinin, a
two-time world cham-
pion who has been un-
beaten in competition in
over two years.

"I was so much
‘more nervous watching
Tlia than skating myself."
said veteran pairs skater

anny O'Shea, who is
competing in his first
Olympics aged 34 with
partner Ellic Kam, and
who placed fourth in
their section.

Kaori Sakamoto's
stunning women's free
skate had given Japan
the edge after Riku
Miura and Ryuichi
Kihara produced their
career-best pairs free
skating performance.

American cham-
pion Amber Glenn

slipped to third in the
women's free skate after
her errors saw her finish
ten points behind
Sakamoto -- putting
heavy responsibility on
Malinin's shoulders.

"1 feel guilty, I am
sorry that T put this kind
of pressure on Ilia," said
Glenn, who at 26 is the
oldest US women's
singles skater to com-
pete in an Olympics in 98
years.Malinin had fin-
ished second behind
Japan's Yuma Kagiyama
in Saturday's men's
short programme.

Kagiyama, the
Beijing Olympic indi-
vidual silver medallist,
did not compete in the
free skate with Olympic
newcomer Sato, 22, rep-
resenting Japan instead.

Djokovic amazed

But Malinin hit five
quadruple jumps and al-
though the "Quad God"
did not deliver the first
ever quad axel jump in
Olympic competition as
he had promised, he had
the crowd roaring.

Watched by tennis
great Novak Djokovic,
Malinin scored 200.03 to
push Sato into second
place with 194.86.

"It was so unreal,”
Malinin said.

"I've heard from ev-
eryone that after I landed
my backflip, he was
standing there, hands on
his head, and I was like,
'Oh, my God. That's in-
credible’. That's a once
ina lifetime moment see-
ing a famous tennis
player walchmg my per-

ay.
> Malinin came topin
the men's free skating fi-
nal in Milan with Japan
taking silver and host
nation Italy claiming an
emotional bronze after
three  days  of
competition.The 21-
year-old, in his first
Olympics, will go into
the individual event
with one gold medal al-
ready in his pocket.
"We came here to
do one job and we
achieved it," said
Malinin.
"I came in and said

formance."

Stunning strikes mark end of National
Challenge Cup group stage

NEWS DESK:A series  stan Navy to a goalless
of spectacular goals draw at the KPT Sta-
provided the highlights ~dium to finish top of
as the group stage of the group.

the National Challenge Navy, needing a
Cup concluded on Sun- win to qualify, domi-
day, with Mamsons, nated possession and
Pakistan Air Force, forced Mamsons goal-
Wapda, Pakistan Army keeper Usman Ali into
and SA Gardens secur- two early saves but
ing places in the quar- failed to convert their

Hazara Coal at the
KMC Stadium.

Ali Raza scored a
hat-trick, netting twice
inside the opening six
minutes before pro-
ducing a stunning over-
head kick from a cor-
ner. Mohammad Adeel
added a third just be-
fore the interval, Ahmed

ing in the 13th minute
with a well-taken vol-
ley. Army missed a
chance to double their
lead when Afzaal’s pen-
alty was saved by
Akhtar Ali, but Subhan
Karim sealed the win
with a breakaway goal
in the 61st minute.
Army now face Nimso.

ter-finals. chances. Mamsons de- Faheem struck after the In Group ‘D’, 10-
The standout mo- fended resolutelyin the restart, and Ali com- man SA Gardens edged
ments came from second half to deny pleted his treble in the Nimso 1-0 at the KMC

Wapda’s Ali Raza,who Navy the break- 53rd minute. Stadium to claim top
struck an acrobatic through. Wapda will meet spot. Despite Ali Khan
overhead kick, and Pa- Mamsons  will Pakistan Air Force in

kistan Army’s
Mohammad Rafay,
whose first-time volley
from a corner drew ap-
plause.
In Group ‘A’
Mamsons held Paki-
v

face Group ‘B’ run-
ners-up Khan Re-
search Laboratories in
the quarter-finals.
Wapda topped
Group ‘B’ with a com-
manding 5-0 win over

the last eight.

Pakistan Army fin-
ished top of Group ‘C”
after defeating Interna-
tional Supply Company
at the KPT Stadium.
Rafay opened the scor-

YRRRNSRNVWIvr

headed home the win-
ner in the 53rd minute.
SA Gardens will
take on International
Supply Company in the
quarter-finals.

Man Clty fight back to end Anﬁeld
hoodoo and reel in Arsenal

low to his left.
Guehi booed
Second half slumps
have been a consistent
feature of City's season
and the visitors again
faded in the second pe-
riod until a late flurry
saved their title chal-
lenge.
"In the second half
we pressed really high
and played good foot-
ball," said Liverpool
boss Arne Slot.
"We have im-

Haaland has scored
just once from open play
in his last 13 games and
an uncharacteristic lack
of confidence from the
Norwegian showed with
the best chance of the
first halfinside the open-
ing two minutes.

Silva's clever pass
split the Liverpool de-
fence, but Haaland's
shot lacked conviction
under pressure from Mi-
los Kerkez, and Alisson
Becker was able to save

NEWS DESK:Erling Champions League foot-
Haaland's stoppage- ballnextseason.
time penalty earned he defending
Manchester City a dra- champions remain down
matic 2-1 win at in sixth and four points
Liverpool on Sunday to adrift of the top five.
reduce Arsenal's lead at These two clubs
the top of the Premier have combined to win
League back to six the last cight Premier
poini League titles, but both
showed the flaws which
have opened the door for
rsenal to potentially
end their long wait to be
crowned champions of
England once again.

City were heading
for defeat at Anfield with
six minutes to go before
Bernardo Silva can-
celled out Dominik
Szoboszlai's stunning
free-kick to spark an in-
credible finale.

Haaland put City in
front from the spot be-
fore the visitors had an-
other goal ruled out and
Szoboszlai was sent off
in the same incident af-
ter a VAR review.

Victory was City's
first away to Liverpool in
front of a crowd since
2003 and reapplies some
pressure to Arsenal's
quest for a first title in
22 years.

"I feel the whole
team knew before the
game, if we lost it then
the title race was prob-
ably over," said Silva.
"We felt like we needed
towin."

Defeat delivered

another blow  to
Liverpool's hopes of

Paklstan sAlplne Club seeks to
boost mountalneermg tourism

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s
towering mountain
ranges, including some
of the world’s highest
peaks such as K2, are
drawing growing inter-
est from foreign climb-
ers, according to Major
General (R) Irfan Arshad
Khan, President of the
Alpine Club of Pakistan.

Speaking in an ex-
clusive interview with
Express Tribune at the
club’s Secretariat in the
Pakistan Sports Com-
plex, Khan described
mountaineering as a
“life-threatening sport”
in which Pakistani climb-
ers have consistently
excelled, caming interna-
tional honors for the
country.

“The mountains of
Pakistan are a gift from
Allah to our nation,” he
said, emphasizing that
the future of mountain-
eeringin Pakistan is “ex-
tremely bright”” with vast
potential.

“Together with the
government, we aim to
promote mountaineer-
ing and adventure
sports.”

Khan outlined plans
to improve modern infra-
structure, train person-
nel, and strengthen res-
cue systems for domes-
tic and international
climbers.

proved so much, but we
need to improve the re-
sults."

Marc Guehi was re-
lentlessly booed after
his proposed move to
Liverpool from Crystal
Palace broke down on
transfer deadline day in
September.

City took advan-
tage to swoop in last
month when they lost
two key centre-backs to
injury.

Guehi was fortu-
nate to escape with just
a yellow card when he
dragged down Mo Salah
Jjust outside the box ina
decision that infuriated
Slot.

Butit was City who
were left fuming at the
award of the free-kick
which led to the opener
when Ryan Gravenberch
went down under mini-
mal contact.

Szoboszlai scored
the only goal with an
outragéous free-kick
when Arsenal visited
Anfield in August and
produced another stun-
ning strike which clipped
the inside of the post be-
fore finding the net.

However, the Hun-
garian went from hero to
villain when City levelled
six minutes from time.

and coaching programs
for porters and guides
are being implemented
to ensure safe and orga-
nized trekking and climb-
ing experiences.

Khan also high-
lighted plans to modern-
ize the rescue system,
including helicopter-as-
sisted rescues, through
partnerships with for-
eign companies.

Efforts are being
made to increase the par-
ticipation of female
climbers, alongside

sroots initiatives to
raise awareness about
mountaineering.

“Pakistan is a safe
country, and the north-
ern areas offer world-
class facilities for climb-
ers and tourists alike,”
he sai

Agreements are in
progress with countries
including France and
Italy to enhance collabo-
ration in mountaineer-
ing.

Foreign tourism is
expected to rise further
with online visa facilities
and improved security
‘measures.

A comprehensive
plan, developed in con-
sultation with govern-
‘ment institutions, aims
to attract more interna-
tional climbers while
boosting Pakistan’s
economy.

He noted that Paki-
stani porters are re-
nowned for their brav-
ery, though Nepali por-
ters have tactical advan-
tages.
Specialized training
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Around a million children
missed during year’s first
nationwide polio campaign;
53,000 refusals reported

NEWS DESK: Arounda
million children were
missed and 53,000 refus-
als were reported during
the year’s first nation-
wide polio campaign.

The largest share of
refusals, i.e. 58 per cent,
was reporled from
Pakistan’s largest city,
Karachi. The campaign
concluded on February
5 inmost cities, while the
campaign ran till Febru-
ary 8 in Sin

During the cam-
paign, polio drops were
administered to more
than 44.3 million chil-
dren, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in
Pakistan’s continued ef-
forts to eradicate polio.

While the data
shows that the polio
programme achieved
overall household cov-
erage of 98pc, with 2pc
children missed, the
number of missed chil-
dren is still huge and
worrisome  given
Pakistan’s population.

erall, 0.95m chil-
dren were reported as
missed during the cam-
paign. A large propor-
tion of these (0.67m)
were missed because
children were not avail-
able at home at the time
of vaccination.

During the cam-
paign, 2.5 million guest
children were vacci-
nated, likely covering a
substantial share of chil-
dren recorded as not be-
ing available at home.

233,000 children
were reported as left-
overs due to security
constraints, community
boycotts, and snow-
bound areas,” an official

of the programme said,
wishing not to be
quoted.
“Of the total left-
overs, 184,000 were from
KP, including 113, 000
from south

and Gilgit- Balus(an,
around 50,000 children
remained unreachable
due to snow-bound ar-
eas and non- -conduct of
campaigns.

“In Balochistan,
the polio eradication
campaign was post-
poned in Mastung,
Gwadar, Chagai, and
Awaran due to security
reasons. 0.14pc of the
total targeted children
were reported as refus-
als, with 31,000 refusals
from Karachi, forming
the largest share,” the
official added.

“The National Emer-
gency Operation Center
(EOC) extends its sincere
appreciation to all rel-
evant stakeholders for
their cooperation, com-
mitment,

and active partici-
pation in ensuring the
successful implementa-
tion of the campaign,”
said a statement issued
by the EOC.

The statement said
that in Punjab, more than
22.9m children were vac-
cinated. In Sindh, over
10.5m chlldren in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
more than 7.13 million
and in Balochistan, over
2.36m children were vac-
cinated.

In Islamabad, more
than 455,000, in Gilgit-
Baltistan,

were administered the
drops.
The EOC further
noted that the first na-
tionwide polio campaign
of 2026 was conducted
K simultaneously in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan,
reflecting strengthened
cross-border coordina-
tion to interrupt poliovi-
rus transmission and
protect children in both
countries.

“The Government
of Pakistan reaffirmed its
strong commitment to
achieve a polio-free Pa-
kistan through sus-
tained i ef-

BBI Vice Chairman Meets UAE Consul

General to Boost Investment Cooperatlon

Mir Salam Jogezai:
Vice Chairman of the
Balochistan Board of
Investment (BBI),
Bilal Khan Kakar,
held a detailed meet-
ing with the Consul
General of the United
Arab Emirates in
Karachi, Dr. Bakheet
Atiq Al Remeithi, to
discuss strengthening
bilateral cooperation
and investment oppor-
tunities.

During the meet-
ing, both sides ex-
changed views on sev-
eral key areas of mu-
tual interest, including
the organization of pro-
posed investment con-
ferences in Karachi
and Abu Dhabi to at-
tract investors and
promote economic
collaboration.

Progress was also
reviewed on a major
project aimed at culti-
vating Rhodes grass
overmore than 100 ki-
lometers in arid arcas
of Balochistan to sup-
port the livestock sec-
tor. The two sides dis-

cussed enhancing co-
operation in halal meat
exports and expanding
collaboration in the
livestock industry.
The meeting fur-
ther covered the de-

velopment of a used
oil recycling plant in
Hub, Balochistan, fa-
cilitation of company
registration in the
UAE for Pakistani
businesses, joint ven-

tures in shrimp farm-
ing projects, and other
potential investment
Initiatives.

Both sides agreed
to move forward with
practical steps to

implement the dis-
cussed projects and
deepen economic and
investment ties be-
tween Balochistan
and the United Arab
Emirates.

forts, community en-
gagement, and regional
collaboration,” the state-
ment added.

Pakistan  Polio
Programme  Head
Anwarul Haq, while
speaking to Dawn, said
the positive develop-
ment was that Pakistan
reported fewer cases —
31in 2025 compared with
74in2024.

“Moreover, in terms
of poliovirus, Punjab is
negative, Peshawar is
negative, and
Balochistan is also nega-
tive. We just need to fo-
cus more on some criti-
cal areas, namely Sindh
and south KP,” he said.

Prime Minister’s
Focal Person on Polio,
Ayesha Raza Farooq,
told Dawn that the post-
campaign independent
assessment was under-

way.
“It will take a week
before results are com-

FM Dar underscores importance of expanding
trade, economlc ties with the EU

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar
on Monday chaired a
high-level inter-minis-
terial meeting to review
measures aimed at
strengthening
Pakistan’s economic
and trade cooperation
with the European
Union (EU).
According to a
post shared by the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs
on X, the deputy prime
minister underscored
the importance of ex-
panding trade and eco-
nomic ties with the EU,
noting that the bloc re-
mains a key economic
partner for Pakistan,
pamcu]arly under the

261,000, and in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
over 673,000 children

piled and the
will share them with all
the stakeholders,” she
said.

Western weather system to bring
drizzle to Karachi

NEWS DESK: Awestern
weather system is affect-
ing the western parts of
the country and is mov-
ing towards the north-
ern regions from today,
according to the Meteo-
rological Department’s
Early Warning Centre on
Sunday.

Underits influence,
light rain or drizzle is ex-
pected in the coastal ar-
cas of the province. In
Karachi, partly cloudy
conditions with chances
of drizzle are forecast for
today.

On Tuesday, the
cityis likelyto experience
cloudy weather, with
mist expected in the
morning hours.

ver the next two
days, Karachi’s mini-
mum temperature is ex-

pected to range around
17°C, while the maximum
may reach up to 30°C.
Northeasterly  and
south-westerly (sea)
winds are likely to blow
in the city.

In most parts of the
province, dry weather is
expected to prevail, ac-
companied by cold
nights.

Separately, in
Balochistan, according
to the Meteorological
Department, weather
across most districts is
expected to remain cold,
with skies partly to com-
pletely cloudy. Rain and
snowfall over the moun-
tains are forecast in
Quetta, Ziarat, Pishin,
Chaman, Qilla Abdullah
and Qilla Saifullah.

Rain is also ex-

pected in Zhob, Musa
Khel, Mastung, Kalat,
Turbat, Chaghi, Gwadar
and Kharan.

Regarding tempera-
tures, the Met Office
said the minimum tem-
perature in Quetta was
recorded at 0°C, while
Kalat recorded -1°C.

In Ziarat, the mini-
mum temperature was
also recorded at -1°C,
whlle Zhob recorded

s

Slbl recorded a mini-
mum temperature of
12°C and Turbat 16°C,
while Nokkundi re-
corded 9°C and Chaman
6°C.

In coastal areas of|
Balochistan, Gwadar re-
corded a minimum tem-
perature of 13°C and
Jiwani 15°C.

CM Murad says fire services to be
placed under one institution

NEWS DESK: Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has said
that improving the fire
brigade system was
amon; the
government’s top priori-
ties. Addressing the
21st My Karachi Exhibi-
tion, he said that the
system was previously
divided among multiple
authorities and would
now be brought under
one unified institution.

 present, various
agencies including the
Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation, Rescue-
1122, Karachi Port Trust
have their own fire-fight-
ing systems.

The CM said China
had offered cooperation
to help improve the fire
brigade system, includ-
ing_training to ensure
rapid response to fire
incidents.

He said the Sindh
government, in collabo-
ration with the Karachi
Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (KCCI),
‘was working to support
the people affected by
the Gul Plaza fire and
‘was trying to help reha-
bilitate the damaged
shops to compensate for
the losses as much as
possible. About My
Karachi Expo, he said
the event had become
an important and perma-
nent feature of the city’s
calendar, reflecting ts
resilience, diversity and
economic vitality déspite
multiple challenges.

He congratulated
the KCCI on_the suc-
cessful organisation of

the event and termed its
continuity a major
achievement.

He said that Sunday
marked the final day of|
the expo, which wit-
nessed participation
from millions of citizens
over the past few days.

Meanwhile, Sindh
Governor  Kamran
Tessori on Sunda
stressed the urgent need
to improve safety mea-
sures n the city’s narrow
streets, markets and
shopping centres, high-
llghlllJng public safely
concerns following the
recent Gul Plaza tragedy.

Scheme of
Preferences Plus
(GSP-Plus) frame-
work.

Dar highlighted
that Pakistan has com-
pleted four biennial
GSP-Plus reviews and
reaffirmed the
country’s commitment

to fully meeting its ob-
ligations under the
scheme in order to ex-
pand mutually benefi-
cial trade opportunities
with the EU.

GSP-Plus is a trade
initiative by the EU that
allows  developing
countries to export
goods to the region
with reduced or zero
tariffs, making their
products more com-
petitive in European
markets.

Under the en-

(o

scheme, countries that
implement international
conventions on human
rights, labour rights,
environmental protec-
tion, and good gover-
nance receive addi-
tional benefits, includ-
ing duty-free access for
most_exports.

The GSP-Plus sta-
tus has especially ben-
efited Pakistan’s key
export sectors in tex-
tiles, leather goods, and
surgical instruments,

which contribute sig-
nificantly to the
country’s foreign ex-
change earnings.

The meeting was
attended by federal
minister for law and
justice, Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Min-
ister Tariq Bajwa, Sec-
retary Foreign Affairs
Ambassador Amna
Baloch, and the secre-
taries of commerce,
interior, overseas Paki-
stanis and human
rights. Pakistan’s am-

bassador to the EU and
senior officials from
relevant federal and
provincial departments
were also present.

At the meeting
with the EU’s Amba:
sador to Pakistas
Raimundas Karoblis, in
Tan, 2026, Prime Mi
ister Shehbaz Sharifre-
affirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to work-
ing closely with the EU
on initiatives to en-
hance trade, particu-
larly under the GSP-
Plus framework.

The country was
granted the GSP-Plus
status by the EU in
2014, resulting ina 108
per cent increase in Pa-
kistani textile exports to
the EU due to
concessional tariffs.

In October 2023,
the European Parlia-
ment unanimously
voted to extend the
GSP-Plus status for
another four years un-
1il 2027 for developing
countries, including
Pakistan.

8 Muslim nations, including Pakistan, warn against ¢

expansionist Israeli policies’ in occupled West Bank

NEWS DESK: Eight
Muslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan, in a
joint statement on Mon-
day, warned against the
“continued expansionist
Isracli policies” in the oc-
cupied West Bank.

In the statement, the
foreign minister of Paki-
stan — along with those
of Egypt, Jordan, the
Umled Arab Emirates

), Indonesia,
Turklye, Saudi Arabia
and Qatar — “con-
demned in the strongest
terms the illegal Israeli
decisions and measures.
aimed at imposing un-
lawful Israeli sover-
eignty, entrenching
settlement activity, and
enforcing a new legal
and administrative real-
ity in the occupied West
Bank, thereby accelerat-
ingattempts atits illegal
annexation and the dis-
placement of the Pales-
tinian people”.

The  statement
comes a dayafter Israel’s
security cabinet ap-
proved a series of steps
that would make it easier
for settlers in the occu-
pied West Bank to buy
land while granting Is-
raeli authorities more en-
forcement powers over
Palestinians, according
to Isracli media.

Citing statements
by Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich and
Defence Minister Israel
Katz, Israeli news sites
Ynet and Haaretz said
the measures included

eight Muslim countries
reaffirmed that “Israel
has no sovereignty over
the occupied Palestinian

ministers
warned against the con-
tinued expansionist Is-
raeli policies and illegal
measures pursued by
the Israeli government
in the occupied West
Bank, which fuel vio-
lence and conflict in the
region,” the statement
said. The ministers ex-
pressed “absolute rejec-
tion” of Israel’s actions,
which they maintained
“constitute a blatant
violation of interna-
tional law, undermine the
two-state solution, and
represenl an assault on

regulations lhal pre»em
Jewish private citizens
buying land in the West
Bank. The statement is-
sued on Monday by the

right of
e Palestinian people to

efforts for peace and sta-
bility in the region,” the
statement added.

The ministers also
held that “these illegal
measures in the occu-
pied West Bank are null
and void and constitute
a clear violation of UN
Security Council resolu-
tions, particularly Reso-
lution 2334, which con-
demns all Israeli mea-
sures aimed at altering
the demographic com-
position, character, and
status of the Palestinian
territory occupied since

967"

In that regard, the
ministers recalled the
2024 advisory opinion
of the International
Court of Justice (ICJ),
which found that Israel’s
policies and practices in

ending the Israeli occu-
pation, and the nullity of
the annexation of occu-
pied Palestinian lands.™

The ministers, in
their statement, called
on the international
community to “fulfil its
legal and moral respon-
sibilities and to compel
Israel to halt its danger-
ous escalation in the oc-
cupied West Bank and
the inciting statements
ofits officials.

“They stressed that
the fulfilment of the le-
gitimate rights of the Pal
estinian people to sel
determination and state-
hood,” the ministers
said. They further under-
scored the need for the
statehood to be “based
on the two-state solu-
tion m accordance with

realise their

and sovereign state”.
“Such actions also

undermine the ongoing

ied Palestinian
lernlory and its contin-
ued presence is illegal,
affirmed the necessity of

of interna-

uonal legitimacy and the
Peace Initiative,”

whlch the minister said

“remains the only path
to achieving just and
comprehensive peace
that ensures security
and stability in the re-
gion™.

It should be men-
tioned that the same
cight countries had also
worked with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration on a plan
last year on a plan to end
Isracl’s genocide and in-
vasion in Gaza.

In a statement is-
sued earlier this month,
the eight nations had
condemned the re-
peated violations of the
ceasefire in Gaza by Is-
rael, asserting that these
actions risked under-
mining efforts for restor-
ing stability at a time
when regional and inter-
national partners were
working collectively to
advance the second
phase of Trump’s plan.




