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Balochistan CM Releases 50 Detained Minors,
Urges Families to Contact Complaint Cell

Sindh govt notifies
single-judge

commission to
 investigate Gul

Plaza inferno

NEWS DESK:

The Sindh government on Tues-
day formally notified a single-
member commission formed to
further investigate the cause,
among other things, of the
deadly Gul Plaza inferno.

While the government had
issued a notification appointing
Justice Agha Faisal — who was
nominated by the Sindh High
Court (SHC) — as the judge for
the task on February 4, the no-
tification was officially pub-
lished in the provincial Gazette
today.

“The Commission of In-
quiry will complete the inquiry
within eight (08) weeks,” read
the notification seen by Dawn.

The office of Karachi Com-
missioner Syed Hassan Naqvi
would provide secretariat sup-
port to the commission, it
added.

It should be mentioned that
the Sindh government had de-
cided to seek a judicial inquiry
into the fire, which claimed at
least 73 lives, took nearly two
days to be fully extinguished
and left over 1,100 shops in
ruins.

The move came after a
cabinet subcommittee of the
PPP-led Sindh government re-
viewed a report submitted by a
two-member team. They dis-
cussed the circumstances sur-
rounding the fire incident at Gul
Plaza and agreed that an inde-
pendent judicial probe was nec-
essary.

Though the decision fol-
lowed Sindh’s major opposition
parties’ unanimous rejection of
the preliminary findings, Sindh
Senior Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon refuted that it was due
to “pressure” from the political
opponents.

After conducting its own
probe, the Sindh government
had said multiple officials were
suspended and some would face
departmental action.

Terms of reference
As outlined in the Home

Department’s notification ear-
lier, the commission’s terms of
reference (TORs) include as-
certaining “the causes and cir-
cumstances leading to the fire
incident at Gul Plaza Shopping
Centre”.

It would also “examine and
evaluate rescue operations for
adequacy and swiftness”.

Sindh High Court’s Justice
Agha Faisal. — SHC website

The commission was also
mandated to “fix responsibility
for any acts of commission or
omission committed prior to
and subsequent to the incident”.

Furthermore, it would as-
sess whether Gul Plaza’s con-
struction was “in violation of
the approved building plan,
leading to difficulty in evacua-
tion of people”.

The SHC judge was also
expected to examine whether
building approvals and lease ex-
tensions from the Sindh Build-
ing Control Authority (SBCA).

Its predecessor
organisations and the Karachi
Municipal Corporation (KMC)
were granted in accordance
with the applicable laws, rules
and regulations.

Further, the commission
would also have to assess the
“arrangements in place at Gul
Plaza building for fire preven-
tion, detection and fire-fighting
by building management as re-
quired under applicable laws
and safety regulations”.

It would also determine if
the building management or any
government department/agency
had carried out fire safety au-
dits and whether the recommen-
dations were implemented by
the building management.

Punjab Announces Rs10 Billion Assistance for
Security Forces in Balochistan

Mir Salam Jogezai,
News Desk:

Punjab’s announcement of
Rs10 billion assistance for se-
curity forces emerged as the
central outcome of Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif’s official visit to Quetta
on Monday, underscoring a
strong message of national
unity and collective resolve
against security challenges.

Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti welcomed the
announcement, describing it as
a positive and commendable
gesture.

He said the move reflected
inter-provincial solidarity and
added that in Balochistan both
the government and opposition
were united in their commit-
ment to public welfare, peace,
and long-term stability.

Maryam Nawaz’s First Of-
ficial Visit to Balochistan

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif arrived
in Quetta on her first official
visit to Balochistan since as-
suming office.

She was received at the
Chief Minister Secretariat by
CM Sarfraz Bugti, members of
the provincial cabinet, and
elected representatives.

She later called on Gover-
nor of Balochistan Jafar Khan

Mandokhail at the Governor
House, where discussions fo-
cused on the prevailing law and
order situation, political devel-
opments in the province, and

the need to strengthen inter-pro-
vincial coordination and
harmony.Commitment to
Peace, Stability, and National
UnityAddressing the meeting,

Maryam Nawaz said she was
pleased that her first official
visit as Punjab’s chief minister
was to Balochistan.

She praised the resilience,

patriotism, and strong national
spirit of the people of the prov-
ince and assured that Punjab
would extend every possible
cooperation.

“We stand shoulder to
shoulder with Balochistan. Ter-
rorism can only be defeated
through national unity,” she
said, emphasizing that peace,
stability, and prosperity in
Balochistan were vital for the
country’s overall progress.

Call for Stronger Inter-Pro-
vincial Harmony

Governor Jafar Khan
Mandokhail highlighted the im-
portance of strong relations be-
tween the federation and the
provinces and stressed the need
for practical steps to further
promote inter-provincial har-
mony. He thanked the Punjab
chief minister for visiting
Quetta, while Maryam Nawaz
assured continued engagement
and close coordination in the
future.

Both sides agreed to en-
hance cooperation between the
provinces and promote people-
to-people contacts to further
strengthen national cohesion.

At the conclusion of the
meeting, Governor Mandokhail
presented a commemorative
shield and a traditional Balochi
carpet to Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif as a ges-
ture of goodwill.

Syed Ali Shah:

Quetta — Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Monday announced the re-
lease of 50 teenagers under the
age of 18 who were detained
following protests on February
8, saying the provincial govern-
ment does not want minors to
be caught in prolonged legal

processes.Sharing the update
on social media platform X, the
chief minister said the under-
age boys were taken into cus-
tody for allegedly forcing trad-
ers and commuters to observe
shutter-down and wheel-jam
strikes in different parts of the
province.

He confirmed that all 50
minors had now been freed by
his administration.

CM Bugti appealed to
families to come forward if
they believed any underage
boy was still missing or re-
mained in police custody.

“If any family has con-
cerns about a minor, they
should immediately contact the
Chief Minister ’s Complaint
Cell so the issue can be re-
solved without delay,” he said.

The arrests had sparked

criticism from opposition par-
ties, including Tehreek-e-
Tahafuz-e-Aain Pakistan
(TTAP), which strongly con-
demned the police action and
described it as inhumane.

Opposition leaders claimed
the protests were peaceful, a
claim rejected by the provin-
cial government, which main-
tained that incidents of violence
and damage to public property

had occurred.
In a related development,

six prisoners who had escaped
from Mustang jail on January
31 voluntarily surrendered to
the police, prison officials con-
firmed.

Earlier, a total of 29 in-
mates had fled from Mustang
jail and 35 from Noshki district
jail following unrest at the fa-
cilities.

A Police Man Stands Alert In Quetta On The Eve Of Strike: File Photo
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Modern Policing Training for
Former Levies Is No Longer

Optional — It Is Urgent

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm: Calls for
Resilient Climate Policies Surface

Chandni Kakar:
In the global battle
against climate
change, Balochistan,
Pakistan, serves as a
stark reminder of the
urgent need for cli-
mate resilience. The
province is experienc-
ing increasingly severe
weather events, a con-
sequence of human-
induced climate
change. However,
many residents mis-
take these extreme
weather occurrences
for regular fluctua-
tions, hindering recog-
nition of the escalating
climate crisis.

Formation of Pakistan Peoples Party,
its aims and objectives

By Bashir Nichari
Fifty-five years ago,
an incredible journey
began with the cre-
ation of the Pakistan
People’s Party. The
history of the PPP is
full of struggle and
sacrifices, which
makes it the People’s
Party. The first found-
ing convention of the
party was held on the
night between No-
vember 30th and De-
cember 1st, 1967 at
Dr. Mubasher
Hussain’s residence at
Gulberg, Lahore.

The primary
manuscript of the
party had compiled by
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto, J.A. Rahim,
and Dr. Mubasher
Hussain, and was fi-
nalized after a lengthy
discussion. The par-
ticipants in this con-
vention were aware
that they would create
a new life for the
people of this land and
thus presented the
documents for ap-
proval in the same
meeting. The aims
and objectives of the
party formation were
to call for a socialist
change in Pakistani
society.

The ultimate goal
of the party policy
was to create a class-
less society which
was possible in our
circles only through
socialism.

Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto made tempes-
tuous visits to all cor-
ners of the country.
While speaking at a
public meeting at
Lahore Mochi
Darwaza, the People’s
leader, in his speech of
3 hours and 10 min-
utes, shed light on Is-
lamic socialism, de-

brace Islamic social-
ism and democracy as
the foundation stones
for a progressive
State. He knew that
these were the things
upon which our future
generations would
have walked with
pridefulness.

These sentences
of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
have become a part of
our historical politics.

1- Islam is our re-
ligion

2- Democracy is
our politics.

3- Socialism is our
economy.

4- The source of
power is the People’s
strength. 5- Martyr-
dom is our wish.
(Added by Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto the
fifth point). Zulfiqar

mocracy, capitalism,
and feudalism.

At that time,
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
convinced the nation
with arguments that
society should em-

Ali Bhutto said he had
made a public mani-
festo to bring revolu-
tionary changes to Pa-
kistani society. He
implemented agrarian
reforms to slacken the

grip of feudal lords,
improve the economic
welfare of laborers,
and established social
security system to pre-
vent capital accumula-
tion. Besides, the ac-
knowledgment of la-
borers’ rights under
the constitution, the
self-respect of the or-
dinary person, the
eradication of social
inequality, and the es-
sential honor of vote
were some of the sig-
nificant points in the
basic manuscript.
People’s leader
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
took over the leader-
ship of a defeated na-
tion in 1971. But after
only a few months, he
gave democracy to
the country by provid-
ing an interim consti-

tution.
Then the parlia-

ment headed by the
PPP majority gave the
1973 constitution,
which was the first
unified national con-

stitution of the coun-
try after its creation.
That was the first
written pact of the
Pakistani nation,
which remains poi-
gnant as a thorn for
martial law imposers.
Quaid-e-Awam also
laid the foundation of
the Party’s newspaper
“Musawat” to ad-
vance his party poli-
cies. Today, the party
formed by Quaid-e-
Awam Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto has echoed in
the four corners of the
land and will continue
to resonate in the at-
mosphere of Pakistan.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
stood alive in the form
of Murtaza Bhutto
Shaheed, in the char-
acter of Shah Nawaz
Shaheed, and in the

silhouette of Benazir
Bhutto, the martyred
of democracy.

Bhutto’s personal-
ity is performed on the
world’s stage today in
the form of Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari.

His achievements
as a leader of the op-
position in the National
Assembly, and as For-
eign Minister of Paki-
stan in a short span of
7 months are remark-
able. Bhuttoism is still
used as a political term
even by Bhutto’s op-
ponents in this country
to gain public support.

In fact, throughout
the political history of
Pakistan, the Pakistan
People’s Party is a
Party that won 3 to 4
times in General Elec-
tions and took practi-
cal measures for the
welfare of the popula-
tion and the progress
of Pakistan. The
country has seen long,
dark days of dictato-
rial regimes. The ty-
rants tried to derail de-
mocracy again and
again by usurping
people’s mandate.
This bitter truth must
be remembered by our
nation. No great
leader of South Asia
can compete with
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s
political insight. The
love for people and de-
mocracy that
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto instilled among
the political workers
should never be lost.
Formation of the Pa-
kistan People’s Party
and its aims and ob-
jectives By Bashir
Nichari

Postal address
Killi Badini saryab
road Quetta

51601.8629557.3
Cll 03313090789

Editorial:
Balochistan’s decision
to train 772 former Lev-
ies personnel under the
Balochistan Police is not
merely an administrative
reform — it is a historic
correction. For more
than a century, security
in large parts of the prov-
ince relied on a tribal
policing system intro-
duced by Sir Robert
Sandeman nearly 142
years ago — effectively
one and a half centuries
back. That system was
designed around tribal
customs, collective re-
sponsibility, and infor-
mal dispute resolution,
not contemporary law
enforcement.

While the Levies
force earned respect
within local communi-
ties,  i t  was never
equipped — nor trained
— for the complexities
of today’s crime, terror-
ism, digital threats, and
urban policing. Many of
these officers have
never undergone struc-
tured, professional po-
lice training. Expecting

them to perform modern
policing duties without
proper preparation is
unfair to them — and
unsafe for the public.

This is why the on-
going program at Police
Training College Quetta
is critically important. It
must go beyond parade
drills and weapons han-
dling. The former Levies
personnel need compre-
hensive training in in-
vestigation standards,
human rights, evidence
preservation, intelli-
gence-led policing, com-
munity engagement, and
the ethical use of author-
ity.

Equally important is
training in First Informa-
tion Reports (FIRs),
complaint handling, vic-
tim support, and docu-
mentation — the back-
bone of justice. Without
accuracy at the first
point of contact, the en-
tire legal chain
col lapses.Upgraded
hostels, mess facilities,
sports grounds,  and
structured welfare sup-
port are welcome steps.

A secure, dignified envi-
ronment produces con-
fident officers — and
confident officers make
better policing deci-
sions.

However, modern-
ization must remain con-
tinuous, not symbolic.
Training must be sup-
ported with modern
equipment, digital crime
management tools, body
cameras, forensic sup-
port, and performance
accountability. Most im-
portantly,  officers
should learn that polic-
ing today is not simply
force — it is law, service,
and trust.

Balochistan stands
at a turning point. Trans-
forming former Levies
into professional, com-
munity-oriented police
officers can rebuild pub-
lic confidence, improve
crime prevention, and
strengthen rule of law
across the province. But
success depends on
sustained investment
and a mindset shift —
from tribal guardianship
to professional policing.

riculture sector. ing threat of climate
change over
Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage
is yet to be compre-
hended. However, it
exposed the

province’s vulnerabili-
ties and highlighted the
urgent need for effec-
tive management
strategies.

Balochistan’s an-
nual rainfall of just 200
mm barely meets the
needs of its parched
population. This water

scarcity adversely af-
fects food production,
access to drinking wa-
ter, and livestock num-
bers, exacerbated by
climate change. The
severe droughts of
1997-2003 and 2014-
2017 forced migra-
tions to water-rich ar-

eas. 1.5 million livestock
were lost, costing over
$1 billion and displac-
ing over 100,000
people, particularly in
districts like Quetta,
Pishin, Turbat,
Pajgure, and Khuzdar.

H o w e v e r ,
Balochistan need not

accept this grim fate.
It requires compre-
hensive strategies tai-
lored to its unique chal-
lenges. The provincial
government must
implement robust cli-
mate change policies,
emphasizing water re-
source management
and disaster prepared-
ness. Learning from
the tragic dam col-
lapses of 2022, pre-
ventive measures,
such as effective wa-
ter reservoirs and early
warning systems, are
imperative. Spreading
awareness about cli-
mate change and pro-
moting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices are
equally crucial.

Balochistan
becoming

unbearably hot

The 2022 flood
in Balochistan
underscores the
looming climate

change threat

CC affects
economy

Tree plantations
could mitigate

sweltering
temperatures

Balochistan is be-
coming unbearably
hot, with rising tem-
peratures transform-
ing heatwaves into a
year-round threat.
These heatwaves
pose severe health
risks, including heat
stress, dehydration,
and even fatalities. In
2017, Turbat recorded
a scorching 53.5°C
(128.3°F), setting a
record for Pakistan.
Unfortunately, fore-
casts suggest that tem-
peratures will continue
to rise.

However, the cli-
mate challenges in
Balochistan extend
beyond relentless heat
waves. The province
grapples with devastat-
ing droughts and
floods, both of which
wreak havoc on
homes and infrastruc-
ture. The floods of
2010 and 2022 left
nearly 4 million people
displaced, disrupting
lives and triggering
food shortages and
price spikes due to
their impact on the ag-

The 2022 flood
underscored the loom-

Climate change
also decimated the
region’s economy
through the loss of
livestock. Between
2010 and 2022, over

In a province
where tree planting
could mitigate swelter-
ing temperatures and
climate change im-
pacts, government ini-
tiatives should engage
younger generations in
green initiatives.
Achieving a resilient
future necessitates a
collaborative effort in-
volving government,
local communities, civil
society, and the com-
mercial sector.
Balochistan’s path to-
wards resilience be-
gins with a symphony
of collective action.

By addressing
these critical issues,
Balochistan can better
adapt to the challenges
posed by climate
change, ensuring a
more secure and sus-
tainable future for its
residents. The writer is
a Balochistan-based
journalist, she can be
r e a c h e d
@KakarChand97707
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South Korea to start reviewing US investment
projects ahead of enacting bill

Bangladesh poll race heats up on final day of campaigning
N E W S D E S K :
Bangladesh’s election
campaign entered its fi-
nal day on Monday be-
fore this week’s vote,
with rival parties invok-
ing the 2024 uprising
that ended the autocratic
rule of Sheikh Hasina.

Tens of thousands
of flag-waving support-
ers attended a series of
rival rallies across the
sprawling capital Dhaka,
as parties sought to har-
ness the legacy of the
mass uprising and pitch
competing visions of
change for the country
of 170 mill ion in
Thursday’s election.

The South Asian
nation will elect a 350-
seat parliament, with the
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) — led by
Tarique Rahman, who
returned in December
after 17 years in exile —
widely t ipped as a
frontrunner.

The BNP’s key rival
is Jamaat-i-Islami,
Bangladesh’s largest Is-
lamist party that is led by
Shafiqur Rahman and
has allied with the Na-
tional Citizen Party
(NCP) that was formed
by student leaders who

S. Arabia, Somalia ink defence
agreement

Australia urges calm after violent
clashes in Sydney during Israeli

President's visit
NEWS DESK: Austra-
lian leaders on Tuesday
urged calm and called on
protesters to remain
peaceful after clashes
between police and dem-
onstrators opposing Is-
raeli President Isaac
Herzog's visit to Austra-
lia erupted in Sydney.

Police said 27
people were arrested, in-
cluding 10 for allegedly
assaulting officers, after
violence broke out on
Monday evening when
police moved in to clear
thousands of protesters
who had gathered near
Sydney's town hall.

Protesters, includ-
ing an opposition law-
maker, said on Tuesday
they had been assaulted
by officers.

Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese said he
was "devastated" by
the violence and urged
protesters to express
their views peacefully.

"Australians want
two things. They don't
want conflict brought
here. They want killing
to stop, whether it's Is-
raelis or Palestinians,
but they do not want
conflict brought here,"
Albanese told radio sta-
tion Triple M.

"The causes are not
advanced by these sorts
of scenes - they are un-
dermined".

There were no re-
ports of serious injuries,
New South Wales state
police said in a state-
ment.

Thousands gath-
ered in central Sydney
on Monday to protest

against Herzog's visit to
Australia, which comes
after a mass shooting at
a Jewish religious event
at Bondi Beach in De-
cember that killed 15
people.

Police had been
authorised to use rarely
invoked powers during
the protest, including
directing crowds to
move, restricting their
entry to certain areas
and searching vehicles.
A legal challenge to
those restrictions was
dismissed by a Sydney
court  on Monday.
Herzog was not present
at the protest site.

Television footage
showed some protesters

Muslim bloc warns Israel against
West Bank annexation

03

trying to push through
blockades as officers
forced them back.

Some were seen ly-
ing on the ground while
police tried to restrain
them.

Police used tear gas
and pepper spray to dis-
perse the crowd.

New South Wales
state Premier Chris
Minns defended police
actions, saying officers
were required to make
rapid decisions in tense
and volatile situations,
and urged calm.

"I understand
there's criticisms of New
South Wales Police, I
just want to make it clear
they were caught in an

impossible situation," he
told a press conference.

In a statement, the
Palestine Action Group
Sydney said protesters
were unable to leave the
event because they were
surrounded by police on
all sides.

"The police began
charging the crowd with
horses, indiscriminately
pepper-spraying the
crowd, punching and ar-
resting people," the
group said.

Abigail Boyd, an
opposition Green law-
maker in the state parlia-
ment, said she had been
punched by officers
while attempting to va-
cate the site.

spearheaded the upris-
ing.

Prime ministerial
hopeful Tarique Rahman
appeared confident as
he bounced on stage to
address a crowd of thou-
sands of BNP loyalists
who waved flags and
the party symbol, a
sheaf of rice, and greeted
their leader as if at a rock
concert.

“The BNP alone has
a plan to run the coun-
try and the experience to
do so,” he said, referring
to his late parents, Ziaur
Rahman and Khaleda
Zia, who both led the
nation.

“No other parties
have that.” Rahman, 60,
better known in
Bangladesh as Tarique
Zia, assumed leadership
of the BNP from his
mother, Khaleda Zia,
who died in December at
the age of 80.Police
ringed the stage as he
spoke and watched from
the tops of tower blocks
surveying the crowd.

‘Justice’
Hasina was over-

thrown on August 5,
2024, after 15 years in
power and her Awami
League party was

banned by the interim
government from run-
ning in the elections, a
move criticised by rights
groups.

The 78-year-old,
known for her iron-fisted
rule, was sentenced to

death in absentia in No-
vember for crimes
against humanity for the
deadly crackdown on
protesters in her failed
bid to cling to power and
remains in hiding in In-
dia.

Jamaat -i -Is l ami
chief Shafiqur Rahman,
leading a coalition of Is-
lamist parties ideologi-
cally aligned with the
Muslim Brotherhood —
under the symbol of
weighing scales — also

headed packed rallies.
“If Jamaat comes to

power, extortion and
violence will reduce,”
said Ashikuzzaman
Shaon, a 21-year-old
student. “They’ll estab-
lish justice.” The Jamaat

chief has accused the
former ruling party of
widespread repression,
but also warned that
new forms of abuse had
quickly followed its fall.

“A section of the
oppressed turned into
oppressors just a day af-
ter August 5,” he told a
rally on Sunday, alleging
extortion and corruption
by returning political fig-
ures.

“Common people,
business owners —
even beggars — are now
fed up. Justice has been
sent into exile.”

‘Long live the revo-
lution’

Jamaat’s ally, NCP
leader Nahid Islam, has
also accused major par-
ties of quietly sharing
the “businesses of ex-
tortion and crime” for
decades.

“If you elect me, I
will dedicate myself to
the betterment of the
area,” Islam said, thank-
ing women supporters.

“If we lose, August
5 will also lose.” Sup-
porters chanted popular
slogans from the upris-
ing, including “Long live
the revolution!” “Sla-
very or freedom?”, they

chanted, replying in uni-
son, “Freedom, free-
dom!” Among the
crowds on Monday was
Tota Mia, 58, a rickshaw
puller who had attended
rallies on all sides and
took a pragmatic ap-
proach.

“I’ve seen every-
one,” he said. “And this
time I will  vote for
Jamaat. It doesn’t matter
if I eat more or I eat less,
I just  want
peace.”Bangladesh poll
race heats up on final
day of campaigning

N E W S
DESK:Bangladesh’s
election campaign en-
tered its final day on
Monday before this
week’s vote, with rival
parties invoking the
2024 uprising that ended
the autocratic rule of
Sheikh Hasina.

Tens of thousands
of flag-waving support-
ers attended a series of
rival rallies across the
sprawling capital Dhaka,
as parties sought to har-
ness the legacy of the
mass uprising and pitch
competing visions of
change for the country
of 170 mill ion in
Thursday’s election.

NEWS DESK:A group
of key Muslim countries,
including Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, Turkiye,
Egypt and Qatar, on
Monday issued a strong
joint warning to Israel
over what they de-
scribed as accelerating
efforts to illegally annex
the occupied West
Bank, just days before
US President Donald
Trump is set to chair the
inaugural summit of the
Gaza Board of Peace.

In a joint statement
released by the Foreign
Office here, the foreign
ministers of Pakistan,
Egypt, Jordan, the
United Arab Emirates,
Indonesia,  Turkiye,
Saudi Arabia and Qatar
condemned in "the
strongest terms" Israeli
decisions and measures

aimed at imposing un-
lawful sovereignty over
the occupied Palestinian
territory.

The statement ac-
cused Israel of en-
trenching settlement ac-
tivity and enforcing a
new legal and adminis-
trative reality in the oc-
cupied West Bank, steps
the ministers said were
designed to accelerate
illegal annexation and
forcibly displace the Pal-
estinian population.

"They reaffirmed
that Israel has no sover-
eignty over the occu-
pied Palestinian terri-
tory," the statement said,
underscoring a rare
show of coordinated
diplomatic messaging
from a geographically
diverse group of Mus-
lim-majority states.The

NEWS DESK:Somalia
and Saudi Arabia signed
a defence agreement,
as the Horn of Africa
becomes an arena for
proxy wars between
Gulf monarchies, with
Abu Dhabi at logger-
heads with Riyadh.

The region, strate-
gically located between
the Indian Ocean and
the Suez Canal on one
of the world’s busiest
trade routes, has in-
creasingly attracted the
interest of the Gulf
states.

The agreement
comes a month and a
half after Israel
recognised Somaliland,
a self-proclaimed re-
public that seceded
from Somalia in 1991
but which Mogadishu
still considers to be
under its control.

Somali Defence
Minister Ahmed
Moallim Fiqi and his
Saudi counterpart,
Prince Khalid Bin
Salman, signed a “mili-
tary cooperation agree-
ment” on Monday, ac-
cording to a message

on X from the Somali
defence ministry.

“This agreement
further strengthens de-
fence and military co-
operation between the
two nations, while cov-
ering various areas of
mutual interest for both
countries,” it said.

In a separate post
on X, Prince Khalid Bin
Salman said he had
“signed and witnessed

the signing” of “sev-
eral” agreements on the
sidelines of a military
exhibition in Riyadh.

He did not provide
further details.

Meanwhile, in
Somaliland, the Emirati
giant DP World has in-
vested hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in de-
veloping the deep-wa-
ter port of Berbera,
which it uses with little

foreign ministers warned
that continued expan-
sionist Israeli policies in
the West Bank were fu-
elling violence and deep-
ening instability across
the region, at a time
when Gaza remains dev-
astated by war and pros-
pects for peace are in-
creasingly fragile.

The joint condem-
nation comes amid grow-
ing international alarm
over Israel's moves to
legalise settlement out-
posts, expand civilian
control mechanisms in
the West Bank, and is-
sue inflammatory state-
ments by senior Israeli
officials calling for per-
manent territorial
control.Palestinian au-
thorities and rights
groups argue these
steps amount to de facto

annexation.The minis-
ters categorically re-
jected Israel's actions,
describing them as a bla-
tant violation of interna-
tional law and a direct
assault on the two-state
solution.

They stressed that
these measures under-
mine the Palestinian
people's inalienable
right to establish an in-
dependent and sover-
eign state on the 4 June
1967 lines, with occupied
East Jerusalem as its
capital."These actions
also undermine ongoing
efforts to achieve peace
and stability in the re-
gion," the statement
warned.

Significantly, the
ministers invoked bind-
ing international legal
instruments to reinforce
their position.

They declared
Israel's measures in the
occupied West Bank
"null and void," citing
UN Security Council
Resolution 2334, which
condemns all Israeli ac-
tions aimed at altering
the demographic com-
position and status of
territory occupied since
1967, including East
Jerusalem.

They also referred
to the 2024 advisory
opinion of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice,
which found Israel 's
continued presence in
the occupied Palestinian
territory to be illegal, af-
firmed the necessity of
ending the occupation,
and rejected the legality
of annexation of Pales-
tinian land.

regard for the govern-
ment in Mogadishu.

This port includes
an airport strictly con-
trolled by Abu Dhabi,
according to several
witnesses and local
sources. Saudi Arabia,
once a staunch ally of
Abu Dhabi, is now a
vocal critic of the UAE,
particularly on the
Sudanese and Yemeni
issues.

NEWS DESK:South
Korea will set up a com-
mittee to conduct pre-
liminary reviews of US
investment projects as it
seeks to speed up the
implementation of a $350
billion investment pack-
age pledged under a
trade deal with Washing-
ton, officials said on
Tuesday.

The move comes a
day after parliament
formed a panel to fast-
track a bill enabling the
investment fund by the
end of February, follow-
ing US President
Donald Trump's threat to
hike tariffs on South
Korea, citing a delay in
implementing the deal.

"Even if the special
bill is passed, it will take
an additional three
months for implementa-
tion after preparations
such as the enactment of
subordinate laws," Fi-
nance Minister Koo
Yun-cheol told a policy
meeting.

To bridge the gap,
the government will es-
tablish a system to en-
able a preliminary review
of potential projects un-
til the enactment and
implementation of the
bill, Koo said, adding
that any misunderstand-

ings with Washington
were undesirable.

Koo, who is also
deputy prime minister
for economic affairs, will
lead a temporary team to
run the investment fund,
while the industry min-
ister will chair the com-
mittee conducting pre-
liminary reviews, accord-
ing to the finance minis-
try.

Final decisions on
selecting investment
projects will still be made
after the bill is enacted,
based on comprehen-

sive consideration of
commercial feasibility
and foreign exchange
market conditions, the
ministry said in a state-
ment.

Trump said last
month he would hike tar-
iffs on autos and other
imports from South Ko-
rea, blaming a delay in
enacting the bill intro-
duced in November - a
social media post that
caught South Korean
officials by surprise.

Koo told Reuters in
an interview this month

that the $350 billion in-
vestment package was
unlikely to kick off in the
first half of 2026, prompt-
ing some opposition
lawmakers to link the
timeframe to Trump's
sudden tariff threat.

Prime Minister Kim
Min-seok told a parlia-
mentary session later on
Tuesday that South Ko-
rea had not breached the
deal."Nevertheless, we
are taking seriously the
new pressure created by
dissatisfaction on the
U.S. side," Kim said.
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Kashmiris will always remember sacrifices of Shaheed Maqbool Butt, Shaheed Afzel Guru: Rehmani

Around 1,100 Pakistani students
returned home from Afghanistan

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Federal Minis-
ter for Parliamentary
Affairs Dr Tariq Fazal
Chaudhary on Tues-
day informed the Na-
tional Assembly that
around 1,100 Pakistani
students have already
returned home follow-
ing the closure of the
Pakistan–Afghanistan
border. Of these, 26
entered Pakistan via
land routes, while the
remaining students
were repatriated by
air, he said while re-
sponding to a calling
attention notice moved
by Anjum Aqeel Khan
regarding Pakistani
students stranded in
Afghanistan due to
closure of border.

The minister said
that 947 Pakistani stu-
dents are currently still

in Afghanistan. He
added that the Paki-
stani Embassy re-
mains in constant con-
tact with them and is
providing all possible
facilitation to ensure
their safety and even-
tual return.

He said that most
of the students are
enrolled in medical
colleges in Kabul and
Jalalabad and are con-
tinuing their studies.
He clarified that they
are not stranded at
border points.

The minister said
that Pakistan decided
to close the border af-
ter the Afghan gov-
ernment failed to pro-
vide assurances that
cross-border infiltra-
tion and firing from
Afghan soil would be
halted.

He added that be-
fore October 2025,
when the border re-
mained open, a large
number of Pakistani
students regularly trav-
elled via land routes to
pursue their education
in Afghanistan. How-
ever, the border was
closed in October,
2025 following re-
peated cross-border
attacks.

He further in-
formed the House that
Pakistan held several
rounds of talks with
the Afghan Taliban
authorities, including
meetings in Doha and
later in Türkiye. While
Afghan representa-
tives acknowledged
that attacks originate
from Afghan soil, they
did not offer firm as-
surances to end cross-

SC names senior advocate Salman
Safdar to review  theliving conditions,

health of Imran Khan in jail

Climate change effectively becomes form of “natural
terrorism” for Pakistan: Musadik Malik

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change Dr
Musadik Masood Malik
on Tuesday warned that
climate change has ef-
fectively become a form
of “natural terrorism” for
Pakistan, as recurring
climate disasters con-
tinue to inflict heavy
economic and human
losses.

Addressing the 4th
Pakistan Climate Confer-
ence 2026 in Karachi, the
minister said that while
Pakistan maintains an
average economic
growth rate of around 3–
4 per cent, periodic
floods wipe out an esti-
mated 7–10pc of GDP,
reversing development
gains.

He highlighted the

severe humanitarian
consequences of recent
floods, noting that more
than 6,000 people have
lost  their l ives and
around 40 million have
been displaced, includ-
ing approximately 20 mil-
lion children whose edu-
cation has been dis-
rupted.

Dr Malik said cli-
mate disasters were
pushing vulnerable
populations back into
poverty and undermin-
ing economic stability,
education and social co-
hesion.

He also criticised on
global inaction on cli-
mate change, arguing
that a small number of
countries generate the
bulk of carbon emis-
sions while developing

nations disproportion-
ately suffer the conse-
quences.

The minister ex-
pressed concern over
climate financing mecha-
nisms,

saying that “green
financing” often takes
the form of loans rather
than grants, while
repurposed loans fre-
quently divert  funds
originally allocated for
health and education to-
wards reconstruction
and debt servicing.

Emphasising adap-
tation measures, he said
that although floods
could not always be pre-
vented, their impact
could be reduced
through improved plan-
ning, protection of natu-
ral floodplains, restora-

tion of mangroves and
forests, aquifer recharge
initiatives and preserva-
tion of clean river sys-
tems.

Outlining a three-
pillar strategy, Dr Malik
called for restoring exist-
ing environmental re-
sources, expanding cli-
mate-resilient infrastruc-
ture and developing new
systems designed to
withstand climate
shocks.  He also urged
industries to invest in
youth-led green innova-
tion. The minister an-
nounced that youth-
driven climate initia-
tives, along with a Virtual
Green University aimed
at promoting sustain-
able ideas and climate ac-
tion, would be launched
after Eid.

border terrorism or
dismantle militant safe
havens.

The minister said
Pakistan could not al-
low a situation where
cross-border terrorism
continues while trade
and movement remain
open, adding that bor-
der crossings with Af-
ghanistan were closed
as a security measure.

He acknowledged
that the closure cre-
ated difficulties for
Pakistani students but
said temporary facili-
tation through land
routes earlier allowed
around 1,100 students
to return. The Paki-
stani Embassy in
Kabul, he added, con-
tinues to assist stu-
dents by resolving
visa-related and other
issues.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Senior leader of All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir and Chairman of
People’s Freedom
League Muhammad
Farooq Rehmani, has
said that the people of

Kashmir will always re-
member and eulogize
sacrifices of Shaheed
Maqbool Butt  and
Shaheed Afzel Guru who
embraced martyrdom for
a just and noble cause.

India had hanged
Muhammad Afzal Guru

in New Delhi’s Tihar Jail
on February 9 in 2013
and sent prominent lib-
eration leader,
Muhammad Maqbool
Butt, to the gallows in
the same jail on Febru-
ary 11, 1984. Their bod-
ies were buried in the

premises of the jail.
He said in their life-

time the people of occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
courageously and
peacefully made
endeavours on a hazard-
ous path of freedom
struggle with martyrdom

of thousands of young
men to awaken the world
conscience but instead,
Maqbool Butt was judi-
cially murdered and
Afzal Guru was hanged
to please the collective
conscience of the Indian
public opinion in the

words of the Indian
court.

He said it was a mat-
ter of shame and sorrow
that the last remains of
Shaheed Maqbool Butt
and Shaheed Afzal Guru
were not handed over to
their families for burial in

their respective ances-
tral graveyards.

Muhammad Farooq
Rehmani said that in
spite of hanging
Muhammad Maqbool
Butt and Muhammad
Afzal Guru, India could
not silence and sup-

press the freedom voice
and struggle of the
people and as a result
thousands of youth are
incarcerated in jails and
many more have been
martyred or killed in fake
encounters or in police
custody.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday appointed se-
nior advocate Salman
Safdar as a friend of the
court to independently
review the living condi-
tions and health of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) jailed leader Imran
Khan.

Opening the pro-
ceedings, Chief Justice
of Pakistan Yahya Afridi
instructed prison au-
thorities to extend full
cooperation to the
court-appointed coun-

sel. He stressed that
Safdar should be treated
with respect and granted
prompt access to Imran
Khan without being
made to wait. The chief
justice added that his
personal staff officer
would facilitate the visit
if any issue arose.

A two-member
bench comprising CJP
Afridi and Justice
Shahid Bilal Hasan di-
rected Safdar to visit
Adiala Jail and submit a
written assessment of
the PTI founder’s living

conditions, facilities,
and overall treatment.

The court further
ordered that the amicus
curiae be allowed to in-
spect Imran Khan’s jail
barrack to complete the
assignment.

The bench set
Wednesday as the dead-
line for submission of
the report  and ad-
journed further proceed-
ings until the following
day.  During the hearing,
Salman Safdar sought
clarification on the
scope of his mandate

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif  warding license of  3rd Digital Retail
Bank for Raqami Islamic Digital Bank to Chairman Abdullah Al-Mutari.

and informed the court
that certain health-re-
lated concerns had
emerged following a pre-
liminary eye examination
of the PTI founder. In re-
sponse, the chief justice
directed that the report
be submitted in cham-
bers. Attorney General
for Pakistan Mansoor
Usman Awan informed
the court that a compli-
ance report had already
been submitted in cham-
bers pursuant to the Su-
preme Court’s August
24, 2023 order.
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Governor Balochistan Meets Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz in Quetta

Commissioner Quetta Division Reviews EPI Quarterly
Performance and Strengthens Vaccination Measures

QUETTA : Governor
of Balochistan Jafar
Khan Mandokhail met
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz at
the Governor House
Quetta.

During the meet-
ing, matters of mutual
interest were dis-
cussed, including the
overall law and order
situation in the coun-
try and the current po-
litical landscape of
Balochistan.

The meeting was
attended by Chief
Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
Speaker Balochistan
Assembly Captain (R)
Abdul Khaliq
Achakzai, provincial
ministers and mem-
bers of the assembly,
Maryam Aurangzeb,
Uzma Bukhari, and
Punjab Chief Secre-
tary Zahid Akhtar
Zaman.

Deputy Commissioner
Jafarabad Oversees

Transparent
Open  Tendering for

BSDI Phase-II
Development Projects

Speaking on the
occasion, Governor
Jafar Khan
Mandokhail stated
that cordial relations
currently exist be-
tween the federal gov-
ernment and the prov-
inces, emphasizing the
urgent need for con-

crete steps to promote
inter-provincial har-
mony and further
strengthen mutual co-
operation.

The Governor
thanked Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam
Nawaz for visiting
Quetta. In response,

Deputy Commissioner Ziarat
Orders Strengthened Security

Measures Amid Current Situation

QUETTA:  Under the
chairmanship of Com-
missioner Quetta Divi-
sion, Shahzeb Khan
Kakr, the fourth quar-
terly review meeting of

the Expanded Program
on Immunization (EPI)
Divisional Task Force
was held.

The meeting was
attended by Provincial
EPI Coordinator Dr.
Aftab Kakr, Deputy
Commissioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini, DHO
Quetta, Deputy DHO
Quetta WHO,
UNICEF, National
STOP Program, PPHI,
MSPRC, SAKU, and
other district officials
via video link, includ-
ing Deputy Commis-
sioners of Chaman,
Pishin, and Killa
Abdullah.

During the meet-

ing, the EPI presented
the quarterly perfor-
mance report high-
lighting measures taken
to protect children
from infectious dis-

eases and ensure ac-
cess to healthcare ser-
vices.  The report in-
cluded detailed updates
on availability of medi-
cines, doctors, and
vaccinators at health
centers, team training,
digital data entry,
tracking zero-dose chil-
dren, and improving
overall immunization
coverage.

Speaking at the
meeting, Commis-
sioner Shahzeb Khan
Kakr directed strict ac-
tion against absent or
underperforming vac-
cinators, including sus-
pension, and empha-
sized focusing on Key

Performance Indica-
tors (KPIs) to improve
results.

He instructed offi-
cials to ensure daily
monitoring of atten-

dance and training on
digital apps. The Com-
missioner also stressed
that lists of absent vac-
cinators should be
shared among depart-
ments for timely ac-
tion.  He directed the
completion of waste
shredders and daily-
rate incinerators in
Chaman and Pishin
within two days to en-
sure safe disposal of
hospital waste.

Further instruc-
tions included activat-
ing all non-functional
BHUs, ensuring the de-
ployment of vaccina-
tors, providing essen-
tial facilities, and im-

proving tracking of
zero-dose children to
increase coverage.

He emphasized
strict action against
vaccinators involved in

fake data entry and un-
derlined the need for
enhancing KPIs in
Quetta Division.

The Commissioner
noted that 21 measles
cases were reported
last year in Quetta
Block and were suc-
cessfully controlled
with timely treatment.
He instructed district
health officers to regu-
larly inspect health cen-
ters, review staff atten-
dance, and assess
available facilities.

He also directed
setting up fixed vacci-
nation sites at regis-
tered private clinics and
schools and activating

IR services at EPI cen-
ters to improve cover-
age.

C o mmi s s i o n e r
Shahzeb Khan Kakr
highlighted the impor-

tance of collaboration
among all agencies to
eradicate polio and
other infectious dis-
eases.

He added that, fol-
lowing special instruc-
tions from the Chief
Minister and Chief Sec-
retary Balochistan, the
performance of the Di-
visional Task Force will
continue to be closely
monitored to provide
better healthcare ser-
vices to the public.

The meeting also
included a detailed
briefing on previous
polio campaigns, data
entry apps, monitor-
ing, MIS, and NIRS.

Maryam Nawaz said
that she would remain
in contact in the future
and assured full coop-
eration.

Both leaders
agreed to further en-
hance inter-provincial
relations and promote
people-to-people con-

tacts between the
provinces.

At the conclusion
of the meeting, Gover-
nor Balochistan pre-
sented a commemora-
tive shield and a tradi-
tional carpet to Punjab
Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz.

ZIARAT : A District Co-
ordination Committee
meeting was held under
the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Qadoos

Achakzai, attended by
district officers from FC
Major Amarsi TD, Po-
lice, IB, and other rel-
evant departments.

During the meeting,
taking into account the
current situation in

Balochistan, it was de-
cided that security mea-
sures in the district will
be further strengthened.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdul Qadoos

Achakzai stated that
there will be no compro-
mise on law and order in
District Ziarat.   He em-
phasized the adoption of
a zero-tolerance policy
for maintaining peace
and instructed officials

to take further measures
to ensure public safety.
He directed the security
agencies to enhance
vigilance, keep a close
watch on criminals, and

bring them to justice.
He assured that

District Ziarat will be de-
veloped as a peaceful,
progressive, and model
district, setting an ex-
ample for governance
and public safety.

BEEF Conducts Eligibility Test for
Admissions at Sadiq Public School
under CM Scholarship Program

QUETTA : An eligibility
test for admissions at
Sadiq Public School
Bahawalpur was suc-
cessfully conducted un-
der the Balochistan Edu-
cation Endowment Fund
(BEEF).

This initiative is part
of the Chief Minister
Scholarship Program,

fully funded by Chief
Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti.

The program aims
to provide deserving and
talented students from
underprivileged and
less-developed districts
of Balochistan with

equal access to quality
education at  the
country’s leading educa-
tional institutions.

Under this initiative,
more than 100 students
from grades 1 to 8 will be
selected for the aca-
demic year 2026.

The selection pro-
cess is being conducted

transparently and on
merit, continuing the
successful tradition of
2025,

when over 100 stu-
dents from Balochistan
gained admission to
Sadiq Public School un-
der the same scholar-
ship program.

A dedicated team
from Sadiq Public School
Bahawalpur is present in
Quetta to oversee the
test, while BEEF is pro-
viding all administrative
and technical facilities to
ensure the smooth and
efficient conduct of the
examination process.

This initiative un-

Balochistan Government Conducts
Training on BFC Software

to Promote Digital Governance

derscores the Govern-
ment of Balochistan’s
commitment to promot-
ing education and creat-
ing equal

learning opportuni-
ties for students across
the province, particu-
larly those from
marginalized areas.

QUETTA : The Govern-
ment of Balochistan has
taken a significant step
towards digitizing gov-
ernment operations in
line with the vision of
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti to modern-
ize all public services
across the province.

Under this initiative,
the Balochistan Invest-
ment Board (BIB) orga-
nized a training session
on the operation of the
Business Facilitation
Center (BFC) software,
attended by focal per-
sons from various gov-
ernment departments.
The primary objective of
the session was to famil-
iarize participants with
the practical use, proce-
dures, and benefits of
the BFC software, aiming

to improve transparency,
efficiency, and service
delivery in government
operations. Speaking at
the event, Qaim Lashari,
Chief Executive Officer
of Balochistan Invest-
ment Board, said that the
Chief Minister’s vision
is to promote digital re-
forms to strengthen
government systems
and encourage invest-
ment in the province.

He highlighted that
modern digital systems
not only improve insti-
tutional performance but
also help provide better
services to investors
and the public. He added
that the Business Facili-
tation Center was estab-
lished to promote busi-
ness and industrial ac-
tivities, facilitate ease of

doing business,  and
provide all services to
investors under a one-
window system.  The
BFC software is de-
signed to eliminate de-
partmental bottlenecks,
ensuring that all services
are available on a single
digital platform. This ini-
tiative forms a key part
of the government’s on-
going reform agenda,
and such training ses-
sions are expected to
enhance the profes-
sional capacities of gov-
ernment officials.““At
the conclusion of the
session, participants de-
scribed the training as
highly useful and ex-
pressed confidence that
i t would further
strengthen transpar-
ency.

JAFARABAD : Under
the supervision of
Deputy Commissioner
Jafarabad Khalid Khan,
the open tendering pro-
cess for various Phase-
II development
schemes under the
Balochistan Special
Development Initiative
(BSDI) was success-
fully completed.

The process was
attended by Public
Health Engineering of-
ficer Mohammad
Kazim Loni along with
other relevant district
officials.

All tenders were
conducted transpar-
ently and on merit in
the presence of con-
tractors to ensure fair-
ness and eliminate any
doubts.

Speaking on the
occasion, Deputy
Commissioner Khalid

Khan stated that, in line
with the Government
of Balochistan’s direc-
tives, the tendering pro-
cess for all BSDI
Phase-II schemes is
being carried out with
complete transparency
and adherence to merit.

He emphasized
that the schemes initi-
ated under BSDI are
being implemented
with commitment and
seriousness to promote
the district’s develop-
ment and public wel-
fare.

The Deputy Com-
missioner further as-
sured that all responsi-
bilities assigned by the
government would be
executed diligently to
ensure that BSDI de-
velopment projects are
sustainable, long-last-
ing, and genuinely ben-
eficial for the people.

Assistant Commissioner Musa Khel
Inspects Matric Exam Centers

and Security  Arrangements in Darg
MUSA KHEL : Follow-
ing the directives of the
Government of
Balochistan and under
special instructions from
Deputy Commissioner
Musa Khel, Assistant
Commissioner

Darg Gul Nawaz
Baloch visited Govern-
ment Boys High School

Darg to review arrange-
ments for the ongoing
Matriculation annual ex-
aminations. During the
visit, the Assistant Com-
missioner inspected the
examination halls to en-
sure transparency, disci-
pline, and proper con-
duct.  He emphasized
that strict measures must

be taken to maintain fair-
ness, and no malpractice
or cheating should be
tolerated under any cir-
cumstances. Addition-
ally, the Assistant Com-
missioner conducted a
detailed inspection of
security arrangements
within the school pre-
mises.



06 BUSINESS Wednesday,February.11.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

State Bank of Pakistan(SBP) revises
up GDP growth for FY26

'No reopening Chinese energy debt'

1pc of GDP lost to climate damage: Musadik

Heavy metal pollution threatens tomato exports

PM Shehbaz hails Pak-Kuwait
ties as Raqami Islamic Digital

Bank issued licence

NEWS DESK: To-
matoes, a vital crop
for Pakistan's
economy, are facing a
growing threat from
heavy metal pollution,
raising concerns over
food safety, farm in-
comes and export
sustainability.

With annual pro-
duction exceeding
569,000 tonnes, toma-
toes provide liveli-
hoods to millions of
smallholders and gen-
erate more than $100
million in export rev-
enue.

However, con-
tamination of soil and
water is increasingly
putting the industry at
risk.

R a p i d
industrialisation, par-
ticularly the expansion
of tannery industries in
cities such as Sialkot,
Kasur and Lahore,
has contaminated irri-
gation canals and ag-
ricultural soils with
hazardous metals, in-
cluding chromium,
cadmium and lead.

These metals are
absorbed by tomato
plants and accumulate
in edible parts of the
fruit, posing serious
health risks to con-
sumers, including car-
cinogenic effects.

"The situation is

NEWS DESK:Planning
Minister Ahsan Iqbal on
Monday ruled out rene-
gotiating over $15 billion
in Chinese energy debt
deals and said that
Beijing should not be
victimised for Pakistan's
own faults, taking a clear
stance after multiple at-
tempts by the finance
and power ministries to
reopen these contracts
failed.

"Pakistan should
honour its commitments
and others should not be
blamed for our past mis-
takes," said Iqbal, while
responding to a ques-
tion during a press con-
ference here. The minis-
ter clarified that reopen-
ing these deals would
increase Pakistan's fi-
nancial risk premium and
compromise the
country's credibility in
the eyes of foreign in-
vestors.

China has set up 21
energy projects in Paki-
stan with a total cost of
$21 billion, including
about $5 billion in eq-
uity. Chinese investors
obtained loans for these
projects at an interest
rate equal to the London
Interbank Offered Rate
(Libor) plus 4.5%.

Western financial
institutions have also
been pressuring Paki-

stani authorities to re-
open these contracts to
reduce the cost of en-
ergy. However, China did
not agree to any ar-
rangement under which
Western debt, account-
ing for over 45% of
Pakistan's total debt and
largely owed to multilat-
eral institutions, would
not also be renegoti-
ated.

After assuming of-
fice, the government of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif reached out to
Beijing with a proposal
to spread debt repay-

ments over a longer pe-
riod. This was aimed at
reducing the annual out-
flow of foreign currency
by $750 million per an-
num and, on the other
hand, potentially cut
electricity prices by Rs3
per unit.

Pakistan sought a
five- to seven-year ex-
tension in the repayment
of Chinese energy debt
obtained for setting up
21 power projects under
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC).
Against the existing re-
maining Chinese energy

debt of $15.4 billion, pay-
ments by 2040 would to-
tal $16.6 billion, accord-
ing to government
sources.

Under these agree-
ments, the current power
tariff structure requires
debt servicing repay-
ments during the first 10
years of the deals. This
has placed a significant
burden on consumers,
who are paying both in-
terest and principal
through higher electric-
ity tariffs.

Iqbal also spoke
about corruption in Pa-

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
is losing close to 1 per
cent of its gross domes-
tic product every year to
climate-related damage
from floods, heatwaves
and infrastructure de-
struction, despite con-
tributing less than 1 per
cent to global emissions.

Speaking at  the
fourth Pakistan Climate
Conference, organised
by the Overseas Inves-
tors Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry
(OICCI) on Monday, Cli-
mate Change Minister
Musadik Malik stressed
the need to fight climate
challenges with the same
intensity as the fight
against terrorism.

The stress was un-
derlined by stark statis-
tics: the human toll has
already surpassed that
of past conflicts. Over
the last  four floods
alone, 6,000 people have
died, and 19,000 have
been disabled or injured,
while more than 40 mil-
l ion have been dis-
placed.

Economically, Mr
Malik added, Pakistan
celebrates growth rates
of 3-4pc, only for floods
to wipe out nearly 10pc
of GDP, erasing years of
progress in a single sea-
son. From record 53°C
heatwaves to floods that
displaced millions last
year and the accelerated

NEWS DESK:The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
has projected upward
GDP growth in the wake
of increased economic
activity and continued
momentum in high-fre-
quency indicators.

The SBP released
the data and analysis in
the bi-annual Monetary
Policy Report on Mon-
day, noting that the
growth outlook for FY26
has improved by 0.5 per-
centage points relative
to the previous report,
and real GDP growth is
now projected at 3.75-
4.75pc in FY26, with fur-
ther improvement ex-
pected in FY27.The eco-

nomic growth has
picked up noticeably, as
reflected by higher year-
on-year growth in
Q1FY26 and improving
trends in agricultural
and industrial produc-
tion, with posit ive
spillovers expected for
services sector activity,
said the report.

Inflation is pro-
jected to remain within
the 5-7pc target range
for most of FY26 and
FY27, despite near-term
volatility, the report said.

The report noted
that macroeconomic
conditions and the out-
look have improved,
supported by a prudent

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday said
Pakistan and Kuwait
share strong brotherly
relations, which were
set to further
strengthen through bi-
lateral economic, in-
vestment and trade co-
operation.

He made the re-
marks while address-
ing a ceremony in
Islamabad in connec-
tion with the issuance
of a digital licence to
Raqami Islamic Digital

further exacerbated
by the fact that toma-
toes have a relatively
high metal transloca-
tion factor, making
them particularly sus-
ceptible to accumulat-

ing these toxic metals,"
said.

Tahir Naqqash,
Assistant Professor at
the Institute of Mo-
lecular Biology and
B i o t e c h n o l o g y,

Bahauddin Zakariya
University, Multan.

He warned that
farmers could face
yield losses of up to
50%, along with a
sharp decline in fruit

quality.
According to

Naqqash, contamina-
tion levels in some ar-
eas exceed permis-
sible limits set by inter-
national bodies such as

Bank.
The prime minister

congratulated Raqami
Islamic Digital Bank on
becoming the third li-
cenced digital retail
bank in Pakistan.

He expressed
hope that the bank
would not only be
Sharia-compliant but
would also offer fea-
tures that would sig-
nificantly support and
promote the growth of
banking in the country.

“This development
will go a long way in

kistan, claiming that its
incidence was much
lower than public percep-
tion. A recent survey by
a trade body showed
that while 67% of people
spoke of high corrup-
tion, only 27% said they
had personally faced
situations where they
had to pay bribes.

However, last week
the Chairman of the Na-
tional Accountability
Bureau (NAB) pre-
sented the
organisation's annual
performance report ,
claiming recoveries
worth Rs6.2 trillion last
year. The stated recov-
eries are more than
double Pakistan's Rs2.5
trillion defence budget.
It is, however, unclear
how much of the Rs6.2
tri l l ion recovered
amount has been depos-
ited with the central
bank.

According to de-
tails provided by NAB to
the media, the recover-
ies were made through
the retrieval of en-
croached state and other
organisations' land, as
well as cash.

These included the
reclamation of three mil-
lion acres of encroached
state and forest land,
valued at approximately
Rs6 trillion.

the Codex
Alimentarius Com-
mission and the Euro-
pean Union, threaten-
ing the safety and
competitiveness of
Pakistan's tomato ex-

ports.
The risks extend

beyond trade, he
added, as contami-
nated produce also
raises public health
concerns domestically.

To address the
challenge, researchers
are exploring biological
alternatives to con-
ventional soil treat-
ment methods.

Naqqash said a
collaborative system is
being developed with
Shenyang Normal
University in China, in
which microbes and
plants work together
to detoxify contami-
nated soils,

 with a particular
focus on cadmium, a
major pollutant in in-
dustrial zones.

The aim is to pre-
vent cadmium from
entering tomato plants
and accumulating in
their fruit.

He said participa-
tion in a training camp
on ecological and
green development at
Shenyang Normal
University last year
helped broaden the
scope of the research.

"It made me con-
sider not only how to
remove heavy metals
from soil but also how
to manage the resi-
dues after the
bioremediation pro-
cess,"

he said, adding
that extracted metals
could potentially be
reused for processing
purposes.

melting of more than
13,000 glaciers, he said
the crisis could no
longer be treated as an
environmental issue or a
corporate social respon-
sibility exercise, but as
an existential economic
challenge.

Pakistan’s updated
climate commitments un-
der Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions
(NDC) 3.0, which target
a 50pc emissions reduc-
tion by 2035, would re-
quire an estimated
$565.7bn in investment,
underscoring the scale
of the transition ahead.

In a recorded mes-
sage, Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
reiterated that climate
change now poses an

existential threat to Pa-
kistan.

While key frame-
works such as the Na-
tional Adaptation Plan,
Climate Prosperity Plan
and green taxonomy are
in place, he said the em-
phasis must shift deci-
sively from policy de-
sign to execution.

Although the dev-
astating 2022 floods
were largely confined to
one river system and
two provinces, last
year’s floods affected all
provinces and three
river systems, which is
clear evidence of rising
intensity and frequency.

Rather than lament-
ing financing gaps, Mr
Aurangzeb urged stake-
holders to better utilise

funding already on the
table from multilateral
donors.

The problem, he
noted, was not the ab-
sence of capital but the
inabili ty to
operationalise com-
pounded by large bu-
reaucracies and pro-
longed accreditation de-
lays, a frustration ech-
oed by several speak-
ers.

The finance minis-
ter called on companies
to prioritise knowledge
transfer from their global
operations into Paki-
stan, arguing that cli-
mate excellence depends
as much on institutional
capacity, data and gov-
ernance as it does on
capital.

monetary policy stance
and continued fiscal
consolidation.The cur-
rent account deficit is
projected to remain con-
tained at 0-1pc of GDP
in FY26, with a higher
trade deficit partly offset
by robust workers’ re-
mittances and planned
official inflows.

As a result, SBP’s
foreign exchange re-
serves are expected to
rise to $18bn by June
2026.The SBP recently
reduced the CRR from
6pc to 5pc to increase
banks’ liquidity and en-
hance the availability of
funds to the private sec-
tor.

further enhancing bi-
lateral economic rela-
tions between Pakistan
and Kuwait,” the prime
minister said.

He also expressed
gratitude to the Kuwaiti
leadership for their sup-
port to Pakistan at vari-
ous times.

Raqami Islamic
Digital Bank Limited
was awarded a re-
stricted banking license
by the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) in May
2025, under the Li-
censing and Regula-

tory.
Framework for

Digital Banks to com-
mence pilot operations
as a digital retail bank.

Raqami is backed
by Pakistan Kuwait In-
vestment Company
(Private) Limited, a
joint venture between
Pakistan and Kuwait
governments and
Enertech Holding Com-
pany KSC, a subsidiary
of the sovereign wealth
fund of Kuwait, the
Kuwait Investment Au-
thority.
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Only purpose was to get respect for
Bangladesh, says PCB chief Naqvi

after talks with ICC

What next for crashed Vonn?

Australia humiliated by Ecuador
in Davis Cup qualifier

Man City eye Premier League title twist

Buttler calls McCullum 'as sharp a coach as I ever worked with'

NEWS DESK:Australia
slumped to their worst
Davis Cup result under
long-serving captain
Lleyton Hewitt, suffer-
ing a 3-1 humiliation
away to lowly Ecuador
in the first round of
qualifiers on Sunday.

With Australia’s
number one Alex De
Minaur opting out of the
tie in Quito, the 28-times
champions crashed out
when Rinky Hijikata and
Jordan Thompson were
beaten 7-6(7/5), 6-4 by
Gonzalo Escobar and
Diego Hidalgo in the de-
cisive doubles rubber.

Lacking a player in
the top 200, Ecuador set
up their unlikely triumph
on home clay by claim-
ing both the opening
singles rubbers on
Saturday.Alvaro Guillen
Meza downed Hijikata in
three sets before 257th-
ranked Andres Andrade
shocked world number
86 James Duckworth,
also in three.

Ecuador next face
Britain in the second
round of qualifiers in
September.

With De Minaur
leading the charge, Aus-
tralia reached back-to-
back finals in 2022-23
and the semi-finals in
2024.However, the Ecua-
dor shock continues the

NEWS DESK:Senior En-
gland player Jos Buttler
on Tuesday backed un-
der-fire Brendon
McCullum, saying the
New Zealander was "as
sharp a coach as I've
ever worked with".

McCullum is des-
perate for success at the
T20 World Cup in India,
where England face the
West Indies in Mumbai
on Wednesday, after
facing flak for the torrid
4-1 thumping in the
Ashes.

England coach
McCullum was accused
of being too laid-back
and allowing a drinking
culture in the camp.

White-ball captain
Harry Brook had to
apologise after being in-
volved in an altercation
with a night-club
bouncer on the eve-of-
Ashes tour of New
Zealand.

On Sunday,
McCullum was seen
sending messages via
walkie-talkie to the En-
gland players during
drinks breaks as they
squeezed home against
Nepal in a last-ball nail-
biter in Mumbai.

It appeared to be

team’s decline following
their failure to reach the
eight-nation Finals in
2025, Hewitt’s 10th year
in charge.Meanwhile,
Dhakshineswar Suresh
won both his singles
matches and partnered
Yuki Bhambri to victory
in the doubles as India
beat Netherlands 3-2 in
Bengaluru.

The 25-year-old
held his nerve under im-
mense pressure in the fi-
nal rubber against Guy
de Ouden to win 6-4, 7-
6(7/4) and guide India to
the second round of
qualifiers for the first
time since the new Davis
Cup format began in
2019.

“It’s just a different
feeling when youre play-
ing for your country,”
Suresh, who has a world
ranking of 470, told the

Davis Cup website after
the win.

“You are not play-
ing for yourself, you’re
playing for the whole
nation.”

India meet South
Korea in the next round
in September after the
Koreans defeated Ar-
gentina 3-2. The United
States beat Hungary 4-0
while Britain also se-
cured a 4-0 win over Nor-
way and Canada beat
Brazil 3-2.

In Tatabanya, Hun-
gary, Christian Harrison,
the Australian Open
doubles champion,
paired with Austin
Krajicek to claim the
clinching point for
record 32-time winners
the US with a 6-4, 3-6, 6-
3 victory over Fabian
Marozsan and Zsombor
Piros.

N E W S D E S K :
Manchester City can
ramp up the pressure on
Premier League leaders
Arsenal by cutting the
gap at the top to just
three points when they
face Fulham on Wednes-
day, a day before the
Gunners travel to in-form
Brentford.

Arsenal remain in
pole position for a first
title in 22 years, but
City's dramatic late rally
to beat Liverpool on
Sunday could prove a
turning point for Pep
Guardiola's men.

Another defeat
damaged Liverpool 's
chances of Champions
League qualification and
Arne Slot's threadbare
squad face another
tough task in midweek
away to Sunderland.

Tottenham and
Newcastle are in even
deeper trouble in the
bottom half of the table,
raising doubts over the
future of respective
managers Thomas Frank
and Eddie Howe.

AFP Sports looks at
three talking points from
the midweek round of
fixtures:

Can City provide
title twist?

Bernardo Silva con-
ceded even the City play-
ers thought the title race
would have been all but

part of a more hands-on,
proactive coaching ap-
proach, and Buttler wel-
comed it.

"I think he's had
those walkie-talkies for a
while now, but then com-
munication from top to
bottom has always been

NEWS DESK:Lindsey
Vonn said on Monday
she had suffered a "com-
plex tibia fracture" to her
left leg in a heavy crash
that brutally ended her
hopes of winning the
fourth Olympic medal of
her career in a remark-
able comeback.

AFP looks at the
latest developments af-
ter the heavy crash at
Cortina d'Ampezzo on
Sunday and whether it
could spell the end of
the 41-year-old Ameri-
can ski star's career:

Leg break will need
'multiple surgeries'

In her first state-
ment since the crash on
Sunday, Vonn said she
had suffered a compli-
cated fracture of her tibia

that would need "mul-
tiple surgeries to fix
properly".

But she insisted:
"While yesterday did
not end the way I had
hoped, and despite the
intense physical pain it
caused, I have no re-
grets."

Vonn said the rup-
tured anterior cruciate
ligament she had sus-
tained in a crash in a
World Cup race before
the Milan-Cortina
Games "had nothing to
do with my crash (at the
Olympics) whatsoever".

"I was simply 5
inches too tight on my
line when my right arm
hooked inside of the
gate, twisting me and re-
sulted in my crash," she

added on her social me-
dia, from the hospital in
the Italian city of
Treviso where she is be-
ing treated.

Just seconds after
pushing off from the
start gate in Sunday's fi-
nal, Vonn hit a gate on
the piste and lost bal-
ance, her skis remaining
attached to her ski boots
as she uncomfortably
slid to a halt.

"I sustained a com-
plex tibia fracture that is
currently stable but will
require multiple surger-
ies to fix properly," she
said.

A race too far?
Vonn's attempt to

compete at the Olympics
looked risky given the
extent of her ACL injury,

over with had they not
turned around a 1-0 defi-
cit with six minutes re-
maining at Anfield.

The question now
is whether a seismic win
for Guardiola's side can
be the launching pad to-
wards another league
title.City have made a
habit  of finishing
strongly in Guardiola's
six title-winning seasons
in England, but have
won just two of their
seven league games in
2026.

"We need to be-

lieve and to start win-
ning games.

This is what matters
in the end," said Erling
Haaland, who is de-
manding more of himself
in the title run-in.

The Norwegian is
the runaway leader for
the Golden Boot but has
scored just once from
open play in his last 13
appearances.

"I haven't scored
enough goals since the
start of this year and I
know that I need to im-
prove," added Haaland.

With a favourable
run of fixtures before
Arsenal visit the Etihad
in mid-April, City have
the chance to really test
the Gunners mettle in
the run-in.

Mikel Arteta's men
have bounced back from
their own January
wobble with four
straight wins in all com-
petitions.

But a buoyant
Brentford that have lost
just twice at home all
season will provide a
stiff test of Arsenal's title

challenge.
Liverpool face

tough trek to Sunderland
Last season's title

winners look increas-
ingly likely to miss out
on the Champions
League next season with
Liverpool now four
points adrift of the top
five.Worse could be still
to come for Arne Slot as
they travel to a
Sunderland side boast-
ing the only undefeated
home record in the Pre-
mier League.

Already short of
options due to a mount-
ing injury list, the Reds
will be without their star
performer in a difficult
season, Dominik
Szoboszlai, after his con-
troversial late red card
against City.

With Manchester
United and Chelsea hav-
ing on paper easier tasks
this week, Liverpool
could find themselves
cut further adrift to ramp
up speculation on Slot's
future.Spurs 'desperate'
to avoid relegation battle

It says much for the
domination of the Cham-
pions League by English
sides this season that
both Tottenham and
Newcastle cruised into
the knockout stages but
find themselves mired in
the bottom half of the
Premier League.

even wearing a brace
designed to stabilise her
injured knee.

She was trying to
complete a remarkable
comeback from retire-
ment with an Olympic
medal, 16 years after she
won her only Olympic
gold in the downhill in
Vancouver.

Rivals and team-
mates all spoke of the
inherent risks in alpine
skiing, and in particular
the downhill,

in which athletes
regularly reach speeds
of over 120 kilometres
per hour (74 miles per
hour).

Breezy Johnson,
Vonn's American team-
mate who went on to win
the Olympic downhill
gold, described the im-
pulse to compete even in
precarious physical con-
dition as a form of "mad-
ness" common to top
skiers.

"It can hurt you so
badly but you keep com-
ing back," she said.

Johan Eliasch, the
head of the International
Ski Federation, said on
Monday of Vonn's deci-
sion to compete in the
fateful downhill:

"This has to be de-
cided by the individual
athlete.

"What is also im-
portant for people to un-
derstand is that the ac-
cident that she had yes-
terday, she was incred-
ibly unlucky, one in a
thousand.

"This is something
which is part of ski rac-
ing and it's a dangerous
sport," Eliasch added.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
Chairman Mohsin Naqvi
on Tuesday said in the
context of his recent en-
gagements with
Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) and Inter-
national Cricket Council
(ICC) officials that the
purpose was to “get re-
spect for Bangladesh”.

Naqvi said this
while speaking to the
media in Peshawar, a day
after the government an-
nounced it was with-
drawing its decision to
boycott the group-stage
match against India in
the T20 World Cup,
scheduled for February
15.

The development
followed protracted ne-
gotiations between the
ICC, the cricket boards
of Pakistan and

Bangladesh, consulta-
tions among national
leaders and interven-
tions by friendly nations
such as Sri Lanka and the
United Arab Emirates.

The now-with-
drawn decision to boy-
cott the match against
arch-rival India was an-
nounced by the govern-
ment on February 1 after
Bangladesh were re-
placed by Scotland in
the tournament, follow-
ing their refusal to tour
India over safety con-
cerns in the wake of
soured political rela-
tions between the Asian
neighbours.

The matter was
raised during Naqvi’s
media talk in Peshawar
on Tuesday, where he
was asked about several
conditions that were re-
portedly put forward

during his meeting with
the ICC and BCB offi-
cials on Sunday.

In his response,
Naqvi said: “We did not
discuss anything apart
from Bangladesh; our
only purpose was to get
Bangladesh respect, to
highlight the injustice
done to them.

“And you saw that
whatever demands
Bangladesh made, they
were accepted. That’s
it.”He added, “We had
no personal interest in
the meeting … our task
was purely related to
Bangladesh. The gov-
ernment made the deci-
sion on that [basis].
When their demands
have been accepted, and
it has been acknowl-
edged that injustice was
done to them, we are
playing after that.”

The developments
unfolded as the ongoing
T20 World Cup, co-
hosted by India and Sri
Lanka, began on Febru-
ary 7. It was, however,
overshadowed by an ac-
rimonious polit ical
build-up after
Bangladesh, who re-
fused to play in India cit-
ing security concerns,
were replaced by
Scotland.Bangladesh re-
mained firm on not tak-
ing part in the event af-
ter the ICC rejected their
request to move their
matches to Sri Lanka.

After mulling its
stance, Pakistan gave its
cricket team the nod to
participate in the World
Cup, but said the Green
Shirts would not play
their match with arch-ri-
vals India, scheduled to
be held in Colombo.

In response to the
development, even be-
fore the official commu-
nication from the PCB,
the ICC, in a statement,
said the position of “se-
lective participation is
difficult to reconcile
with the fundamental
premise of a global sport-
ing event where all
qualified teams are ex-
pected to compete on
equal terms per the
event schedule”.

It expressed the
hope that the PCB would
consider the significant
and long-term implica-
tions for cricket in its
own country.

really good in the
group," former captain
Buttler told reporters at
the Wankhede stadium
ahead of training.

"'Baz' can sit with
his feet up and his sun-
glasses on and look very
relaxed.

"But he's as sharp a
coach as I've ever
worked with. He doesn't
miss a beat.

"He was a success-
ful captain, so he's got
lots of great messages,
knowledge and stuff to
pass on to all  the

players."His relation-
ship with Harry Brook
has been a great one for
this team. They're really
close."

Brook took over af-
ter Buttler stood down
as captain last year, fol-
lowing England's group

stage exit from the 50-
over Champions Trophy
in Pakistan and the UAE.

That followed an
embarrassing title de-
fence at  the 50-over
World Cup in India in
2023 and a semi-final exit
as defending champions

at the 2024 T20 World
Cup in the
Caribbean.Buttler, who
led England T20 World
Cup glory in 2022 in
Australia, said it had
been tricky to adjust to
just being a player again
after being captain.

In his second game
after giving up the role,
he sought advice from
Joe Root,  who had
stood down as Test cap-
tain but played on under
Ben Stokes.

"He was stood at
slip and I was keeping
wicket. We had five or 10
minutes just talking
about it," he said.

"How different it is
when he's been cap-
tain... and some of the
various emotions he felt,
the challenges that he
found, and yes it was
really helpful."

England on Tues-
day announced one
change from the team
that beat Nepal, seamer
Luke Wood being re-
placed by Jamie
Overton.

Wood conceded 14
runs from the 19th over
against Nepal on Sun-
day in taking 1-31 from
three overs.

England team to
play West Indies: Phil
Salt, Jos Buttler (wk),
Jacob Bethell ,  Tom
Banton, Harry Brook
(capt), Sam Curran, Will
Jacks, Liam Dawson,
Jamie Overton, Jofra Ar-
cher, Adil Rashid.
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President Zardari welcomes Uzbek president’s invitation
to visit, emphasises strengthening ties

Pakistan Army’s 19-nation
patrolling exercise concludes

at Kharian

Non-bailable arrest warrant issued for KP CM
Afridi in Peca case

NEWS DESK:An
Islamabad court  on
Tuesday issued a non-
bailable arrest warrant
for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi in a
case pertaining to mis-
leading statements
against state institu-
tions and damage to
their reputation.

The case was regis-
tered by the National
Cyber Crime Investiga-
tion Authority (NCCIA)
under the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA), 2016, following
allegations that the chief
minister made false and
defamatory claims
against state institu-
tions.

During the hearing
on Tuesday, presided
over by Senior Civil
Judge Abbas Shah, the
court noted that CM
Afridi had once again
failed to appear despite
being summoned mul-
tiple times.

Subsequently, the
judge ordered his imme-
diate arrest and directed
law enforcement au-

Imran Khan's health 'fine', Salman Safdar
says after SC-mandated meeting

PAF showcases JF-17 Block-III,
Super Mushshak at World

Defence Show in Saudi Arabia

thorities to ensure his
production before the
court. The hearing was
then adjourned till Feb-
ruary 21.

This is not the first
time the court has taken
action over Afridi’s non-
appearance.

Last month,  the
same court issued a non-
bailable arrest warrant
after observing that the
KP chief minister had re-
peatedly ignored court
summons and remained
absent without lawful

justification.
At that time, the

court had termed his
conduct a deliberate at-
tempt to evade the legal
process and emphasised
that he had been given
multiple opportunities to
appear and respond to
the allegations.

The first informa-
tion report (FIR) against
CM Afridi was regis-
tered on November 9,
2025,

following remarks
he made during a media

interaction outside
Adiala Jail on November
6.

During the interac-
tion, Afridi alleged that
security forces in KP
had brought dogs inside
mosques and tied them
there, an accusation that
sparked widespread out-
rage and condemnation
for allegedly violating
the sanctity of holy
places.

Following an in-
quiry conducted on No-
vember 8, authorities

concluded that Afridi
and others had “know-
ingly and deliberately,
with mala fide intentions
and ulterior motives,”
made false, misleading,
derogatory and intimi-
dating statements
against state institu-
tions.

These remarks were
allegedly recorded, dis-
seminated, and widely
propagated through so-
cial media platforms, in-
cluding a video up-
loaded on the PTI’s
YouTube channel.

The FIR stated that
the video contained “of-
fensive, profane, false,
misleading and un-
founded allegations”
made with the intent to
malign and defame state
institutions, as well as
harm their reputation and
integrity.

Investigators fur-
ther alleged that the con-
tent formed part of an
organised campaign to
undermine public trust
in state institutions, in-
cite unrest, promote ra-
cial hatred, and destabi-
lize national security.

NEWS DESK:Advocate
Salman Safdar said on
Tuesday after a meeting
with Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder
Imran Khan that his
health was "fine".

The Supreme Court
earlier appointed him as
a friend of the court to
submit a report on the
living conditions of
Imran, who is currently
incarcerated at Adiala
jail.

Talking to the media
briefly after the nearly
three-hour long meeting,
Safdar said: "It is not ap-
propriate [for me to talk]
until I submit the report.
The meeting has taken
place and there was full
access."

He said the meeting
was ensured as per the
court's orders. Ques-
tioned about Imran's
health, he responded:
"Fine. Rest you should
see in the report."

At the outset of the
SC hearing, Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Yahya
Afridi said Safdar
should be treated with
respect and not be made
to wait outside the jail.
“It is expected that our
friend of the court will be
given access to the PTI
founder at Adiala Jail
with due respect,” the
chief justice said.

He added that if the
friend of the court faced
any difficulty, his per-
sonal staff officer would
be available to assist.

The bench, com-
prising CJP Afridi and
Justice Shahid Bilal
Hasan, directed Salman
Safdar to visit Adiala Jail
and submit a written re-
port  on the PTI

founder’s living condi-
tions and available facili-
ties. The court also or-
dered that Safdar be
given access to the PTI
founder’s jail barrack so
he could prepare the re-
port.

The court directed
the friend of the court to
submit the report by
Wednesday and ad-
journed the hearing un-
til the day after tomor-
row.

During the proceed-
ings,  Safdar asked
whether the scope of his
report was limited only
to living conditions. He
told the court that “after
a physical eye examina-
tion, there are some con-
cerns regarding the PTI
founder’s health”.

In response,  the
chief justice directed
that the living condi-
tions report be submit-
ted in chambers.

Attorney General

for Pakistan Mansoor
Usman Awan told the
court that, in compliance
with the August 24, 2023,
order, a written response
had already been sub-
mitted in chambers. He
said that at the time the
order was passed, the
PTI founder was lodged
in Attock Jail.

“We submitted the
written report in cham-
bers on August 28,
2023,” the attorney gen-
eral said, adding that
medical reports from
August 5 to August 18
were also attached.

However, the chief
justice observed that af-
ter the August 24, 2023,
order, “there is no order
on record on which this
court has expressed sat-
isfaction”.

The court said it
had full confidence in
Salman Safdar and found
it appropriate to seek a
fresh report on the PTI

founder’s living condi-
tions, as he is now de-
tained at a different jail.

Earlier during the
hearing, the chief justice
stopped senior lawyer
Latif Khosa from ad-
dressing the court. At
the end of the proceed-
ings, Khosa again ap-
proached the rostrum
and requested permis-
sion to meet his client.

The Supreme Court
rejected Khosa’s re-
quest and ordered that
Salman Safdar be al-
lowed to visit Adiala Jail
the same day.

A day earlier, the
Supreme Court had re-
jected an urgent request
by Imran Khan’s coun-
sel to allow an immedi-
ate meeting with the
jailed former prime min-
ister, while referring mul-
tiple appeals related to
the PTI founder to dif-
ferent benches.

The same division

bench had taken up 13
cases, including appeals
by the Punjab govern-
ment against Imran
Khan’s bail and an ap-
peal against the grant of
bail to his wife, Bushra
Bibi.

During that hearing,
the court declined the
request for an immediate
meeting but issued a
notice to the govern-
ment on Khosa’s appli-
cation seeking permis-
sion to meet his client.

CJP Afridi had ob-
served that no order
could be passed without
issuing notice to the
other party and said the
court would first decide
objections related to the
maintainability of the
petition. He noted that
several related matters
were pending before
other courts and re-
marked that the case ap-
peared to have become
infructuous, as i t
stemmed from the Au-
gust 24, 2023 order.

“We will first deter-
mine whether the case is
infructuous or still main-
tainable,” the chief jus-
tice had said.

Meanwhile,  the
court also directed the
formation of a three-
member bench to hear
appeals against the ac-
quittal of Imran Khan
and Shah Mahmood
Qureshi in the cipher
case.

Safdar meets Imran
today

In Rawalpindi, Bar-
rister Salman Safdar, ap-
pointed as friend of the
court by the Supreme
Court, will meet the PTI
founder in jail today, of-
ficials said.

NEWS DESK:The
9th International Paki-
stan Army Team Spirit
(PATS) Competition
concluded at Kharian
on February 9, 2026,
the military’s media
wing Inter-Services
Public Relations
(ISPR) said on Tues-
day.

According to
ISPR, the closing cer-
emony was attended
by the Chief of Army
Staff and Chief of
Defence Forces
(COAS & CDF),
Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir, as the
chief guest.

The Team Spirit
Competition is a 60-
hour-long patrolling
exercise designed to
enhance professional
military skills through
the exchange of inno-
vative ideas, tactical
experiences, and best
practices among par-
ticipating teams, the
statement said.

Conducted from
February 5, the exer-
cise took place in the
semi-mountainous ter-
rain of Punjab, provid-
ing a realistic and chal-
lenging operational
environment.

ISPR said PATS
has evolved over the
years into a presti-
gious and highly com-
petitive military exer-
cise, recognised for
promoting professional
excellence and mutual
learning among par-

ticipating nations.
The forum contin-

ues to strengthen mili-
tary-to-military coop-
eration and under-
standing while foster-
ing camaraderie and
team spirit in a de-
manding operational
setting.

This year’s com-
petition saw participa-
tion from 19 countries,
including Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Belarus,
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Malaysia,
Maldives, Morocco,
Nepal, Qatar, Sri
Lanka, Turkiye, the
United States, and
Uzbekistan.

I n d o n e s i a ,
Myanmar, and Thai-
land attended as ob-
servers.

Sixteen domestic
teams from the Paki-
stan Army and Paki-
stan Navy also took
part, while observers
from the Pakistan Air
Force were present at
the event.

Addressing the
closing ceremony,
CDF Munir com-
mended all participat-
ing teams for their “ex-
ceptional professional-
ism, physical and men-
tal endurance, opera-
tional competence and
high morale” demon-
strated during the ex-
ercise.

He highlighted the
importance of such
multinational engage-

NEWS DESK:A Pa-
kistan Air Force
(PAF) contingent is
participating in the
World Defence Show
2026 in Saudi Arabia,
showcasing the JF-17
Thunder Block-III
multi-role fighter jet
and the Super
Mushshak basic
trainer aircraft, the
military’s media wing
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said
on Tuesday.

ISPR said the
World Defence Show
2026 serves as a pre-
mier global platform
for defence and secu-
rity,

adding that PAF’s
participation rein-
forces Pakistan’s po-
sition as an emerging
hub of aerospace inno-
vation, operational
competence, and reli-
able defence solu-
tions.

The participation
reflects PAF’s com-

mitment to highlighting
Pakistan’s rapidly ad-
vancing indigenous
aerospace capabilities
and its proven opera-
tional excellence, the
statement said.

The JF-17 Block-
III, described as the
pinnacle of Pakistan’s
combat aviation tech-
nology, features state-
of-the-art avionics, an
advanced AESA radar,
an enhanced elec-
tronic warfare suite,
and beyond-visual-
range combat capabili-
ties.

ISPR said these
features make it a for-
midable 4.5-genera-
tion fighter jet de-
signed to meet the op-
erational requirements
of modern air forces.

Alongside the
fighter jet, the Super
Mushshak trainer air-
craft is also on display,
showcasing Pakistan’s
strength in pilot train-
ing solutions.

ISPR said the air-
craft is known for its
reliability, cost-effec-
tiveness, and ease of
maintenance, and has
been inducted by sev-
eral friendly countries,
serving as a bench-
mark platform for ba-
sic flying training
worldwide.

ISPR said PAF’s
presence at the exhi-
bition reflects its
leadership’s vision of
promoting defence
cooperation, encour-
aging defence exports,
and strengthening
strategic partnerships
with friendly nations.

The exhibition pro-
vides an opportunity
for international del-
egations, defence of-
ficials, and defence
industry leaders to en-
gage with PAF repre-
sentatives and explore
prospects for collabo-
ration, training, and
technology transfer,
the statement added.

NEWS DESK:President
Asif Ali Zardari wel-
comed Uzbekistan Presi-
dent Shavkat
Mirziyoyev’s invitation
to visit the country and
emphasised strengthen-
ing t ies between
Islamabad and
Tashkent,  the
president’s media wing
said on Tuesday.
      According to a press
release by the
President’s Secretariat,
the president met with
Uzbek Ambassador
Alisher Tukhtaev, who
called on him at Aiwan-
e-Sadr and handed over
a letter from the Uzbek
president, who had vis-
ited Pakistan for two
days last week.

In his letter,
Mirziyoyev thanked
President Zardari, the
government and the
people of Pakistan for
the extraordinary hospi-
tality and warm welcome
extended to him during
his visit. He also ex-
pressed gratitude for
being conferred the
Nisha n-e-Paki s tan,
Pakistan’s highest civil
award, as well as the
honorary professorship
and doctorate, accord-
ing to the statement.

“ P r e s i d e n t

Mirziyoyev reiterated
his invitation to Presi-
dent Zardari, earlier con-
veyed during their tête-
à-tête,” it added, refer-
ring to the Uzbek
president’s invitation to
President Zardari to visit
Uzbekistan “at a conve-
nient time in order to fur-
ther develop compre-
hensive cooperation”.

“President Zardari
accepted the invitation

and directed the con-
cerned authorities from
the Pakistani side to co-
ordinate with their
Uzbek counterparts to
finalise the visit later this
year.”The president said
that Pakistan attached
great significance to its
close brotherly relations
with Uzbekistan, while
underscoring the impor-
tance of effective follow-
up on the outcomes of

Mirziyoyev’s recent
“historic and result-ori-
ented” state visit to Pa-
kistan, the statement
said.He reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment
to further strengthening
cooperation with
Uzbekistan in “key sec-
tors including food and
agriculture, mining, in-
formation technology,
tourism, health and
banking”.The president

also welcomed
Uzbekistan’s interest in
importing halal meat,
fruits and potatoes from
Pakistan as a positive
step towards enhancing
bilateral trade, it added.

“President Zardari
also conveyed his grati-
tude to Mirziyoyev for
his message of solidar-
ity and support follow-
ing the recent terrorist
attack in Islamabad,” the
statement said.Zardari
reaffirmed the shared re-
solve of Pakistan and
Uzbekistan to “continue
their joint journey of
peace, stability and
development”.During
Mirziyoyev’s two-day
visit to Pakistan, the two
sides signed a protocol
for enhancing bilateral
trade between the two
countries to $2 billion
within the next five
years.Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif ex-
pressed his delight that
the Uzbek president and
his delegation visited
Islamabad, his “second
home”, for the second
time in four years. Mean-
while, Mirziyoyev de-
clared that Pakistan was
Uzbekistan’s “time-
tested, reliable partner
and closest friend” in
South Asia.

ments in enhancing
collective prepared-
ness and adapting to
the evolving character
of modern warfare.

Reaffirming the
core values of the Pa-
kistan Army, he un-
derscored the enduring
soldierly attributes of
“character, courage,
and competence,”
saying these had been
consistently demon-
strated by Pakistani
soldiers, particularly in
the ongoing fight
against terrorism.

At the conclusion
of the event, the
COAS & CDF pre-
sented awards to out-
standing participants.

International ob-
servers and defence
attachés from partici-
pating countries also
attended and praised
the high standard of
p r o fe s s i o n a l i s m,
organisation and con-
duct throughout the
exercise.

Separately, the
COAS & CDF wit-
nessed various training
activities at the Na-
tional Counter Terror-
ism Centre in Pabbi,
including a visit to the
newly established
Tactical Simulator.

He lauded the ef-
forts of the troops and
technical team and
emphasised the impor-
tance of simulator-
based training to
complement traditional
training methods.


