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Balochistan Assembly Denounces Terrorism, Calls
for Unity Against Violence

Non-bailable
warrants issued for

Aleema Khan,
Sohail Afridi

NEWS DESK:

Courts in twin cities on Tuesday
issued non-bailable arrest war-
rants in two separate cases in-
volving senior PTI figures Aleema
Khanum, sister of party founder
Imran Khan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi.

The Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) in Rawalpindi issued a
non-bailable arrest warrant for Ms
Khan in connection with the No-
vember 26 PTI protest case regis-
tered at Sadiqabad police station.

ATC Judge Amjad Ali Shah
ruled that there was no legal jus-
tification for Ms Khan’s absence
from court proceedings, noting
that she neither appeared nor
sought an exemption.

Her counsel, Faisal Malik,
also failed to attend the hearing,
prompting the court to proceed
with the case in their absence.

The court accepted the re-
quest of Special  Prosecutor
Zaheer Shah to include NCCI of-
ficial Salman Niaz as a prosecu-
tion witness and adjourned the
hearing until Wednesday (today).

Earlier, the same court re-
jected Ms Khan’s petition seek-
ing removal of terrorism charges,
dismissing her challenge to the
court’s jurisdiction under the
Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA).

Judge Amjad Ali Shah ruled
that the case fell within the scope
of the ATA, rejecting the
defence’s argument that protest-
related charges should not be
tried in an anti-terrorism court.

Ms Khan is accused of re-
laying a message from her brother
Imran Khan from Adiala jail, al-
legedly calling for nationwide pro-
tests, which prosecutors claim led
to violence.

Special Prosecutor Zaheer
Shah argued that the Faizabad
protest turned violent, resulting
in injuries to police officers and
gunfire striking a police van – ac-
tions that, he said, met the legal
threshold for terrorism.

The prosecution also ac-
cused the defence of employing
delaying tactics, including seek-
ing adjournments due to a law-
yers’ strike.

During earlier proceedings,
the court ordered the unfreezing
of bank accounts belonging to
the Shaukat Khanum Memorial
Trust and Namal University, clari-
fying that prosecutors had never
requested their freezing.

The November 26 protests
saw PTI supporters march to-
wards Islamabad despite govern-
ment restrictions, clashing with
security personnel in the Red
Zone.

Following the unrest, mul-
tiple cases were registered under
the PPC and Section 7 of the Anti-
Terrorism Act at  Taxila,
Sadiqabad, and Naseerabad po-
lice stations.

Proceedings in the
Sadiqabad case continue at the
ATC Rawalpindi.

KP CM’s warrant Mean-
while, an Islamabad court issued
a non-bailable arrest warrant for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi in a case per-
taining to misleading statements
against state institutions and
damage to their reputation.

The case was registered by
the National Cyber Crime Inves-
tigation Authority (NCCIA) un-
der the Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act (Peca), 2016, follow-
ing allegations that the chief min-
ister made false and defamatory
claims against state institutions.

During the hearing, Senior
Civil Judge Abbas Shah noted
that CM Afridi had once again
failed to appear despite being
summoned multiple times. Subse-
quently, the judge ordered his
immediate arrest and directed law
enforcement authorities to ensure
his production before the court.
The hearing was then adjourned
till Feb 21.

Akhtar Mengal Officially Steps Down from
National Assembly

Staff Reporter:

Quetta: The Balochistan Assem-
bly on Tuesday strongly con-
demned the wave of terrorist vio-
lence witnessed on January 31
across Quetta and other districts
of the province, describing the at-
tacks as a direct assault on inno-
cent civilians and security per-
sonnel. The House unanimously
passed a resolution rejecting ter-
rorism in all its forms and reaf-
firming support for the state’s ef-
forts to restore peace and stabil-
ity in Balochistan.

Lawmakers from both gov-
ernment and opposition benches

participated in the discussion,
agreeing that violence against
unarmed citizens could not be
defended under any political or
social justification.

Members stressed the need
for political unity and institu-
tional coordination to counter
militancy and protect the lives of
ordinary people.

Addressing the House at the
conclusion of the debate, Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti said
that terrorism could not be
legitimised by claims of depriva-
tion or underdevelopment.

 He emphasised that the
Constitution of Pakistan obli-
gated citizens to remain loyal to

the state and made it clear that
armed rebellion was unacceptable
in any form.

“Dialogue is possible, but it
cannot be forced through vio-
lence. Any engagement must re-
main within constitutional limits,”
he said.

The chief minister con-
demned the killing of labourers
and civilians in Kachhi and other
affected areas, questioning how
such acts could be linked to po-
litical grievances.

 Referring to ongoing devel-
opment efforts, he noted that
thousands of previously non-
functional schools had been re-
stored across the province, in-

cluding in Gwadar, arguing that
progress was underway despite
security challenges. He reiterated
that terrorism must be condemned
outright and rejected without
ambiguity.

Opposition member Zabid Ali
Reki urged the government to ad-
dress economic and political con-
cerns through negotiations. He
pointed to prolonged border clo-
sures with Iran and Afghanistan
and rising unemployment as key
factors contributing to unrest,
stating that poverty and lack of
opportunity were pushing young
people toward conflict. He called
for structured dialogue to resolve
these issues peacefully.

However, provincial minister
Ali Madad Jattak strongly dis-
agreed, saying that militant
groups were deliberately target-
ing innocent civilians and dis-
rupting public life. He stated that
the government was committed
to enforcing the writ of the state
across Balochistan and stressed
that terrorism required a firm re-
sponse from both political lead-
ership and security institutions.

Other members of the As-
sembly also condemned the at-
tacks, while underscoring the
need for peaceful, constitutional,
and political solutions to address
long-standing challenges in the
province.

Muhammad Zeeshan:

ISLAMABAD: The Speaker
of the National Assembly has
formally accepted the resigna-
tion of senior politician and
Member of the National As-
sembly (MNA) Sardar Akhtar
Mengal, bringing an official
end to his tenure in the lower
house of parliament.

Sardar Akhtar Mengal,
who was elected from the
Khuzdar constituency, had
submitted his resignation from
the National Assembly in 2024.

After completion of pro-
cedural requirements, the res-
ignation has now been ap-
proved, parliamentary sources
confirmed. Following the ac-
ceptance, relevant authorities
have been notified, and the
Khuzdar National Assembly
seat has been declared vacant.

 The development paves
the way for further steps in line
with electoral laws and parlia-
mentary rules. Akhtar Mengal,
a prominent political figure
from Balochistan, has re-
mained an influential voice on
provincial rights and national
political matters. His departure
from the National Assembly is
being viewed as a significant
moment in the country’s par-
liamentary landscape, particu-

larly in the context of
Balochistan’s representation at

the federal level.
Political observers believe

the move could have implica-
tions for future political align-

ments and electoral dynamics
in the province.
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The Looming threat of Climate
Crisis in Pakistan

Sardar Mengal:
Climate change is un-
leashing its worst ef-
fects in the form of
heavy rainfalls and di-
sastrous floods. Inter-
governmental Panel on
Climate Change had al-
ready waved multiple
red flags about dire
consequences of cli-
mate change in Paki-
stan. The authorities
should have been on
their toes in response to
the contours of the cri-
sis but we witnessed
everything otherwise.

Balochistan Vul-
nerable to Climate Cri-
sis

It is noteworthy
that almost 30 districts
of Balochistan have
been badly hit by the
current climate emer-
gency. People who
were already drowning
in man made disasters
of inflation, poverty,

political crisis are cur-
rently drowning in a
Natural disaster.
Nushki, Khuzdar,
Lasbela, Bolan and Jhal
Magsi received much
of the inflictions of
flash floods.

People were left
stranded to flow with
the waves as seen in
footages, circulating on
social media. Unfortu-
nately, disturbing pic-
tures of dead bodies of
children covered with
mud, families who
were sitting helplessly
on debris of their
houses and sinking
valuables of the people
couldn’t awaken the
government from its
stupor. Even more
gloomily, the enraging
waves of floods-en-
gulfing lives and prop-
erty, converting every-
thing into dust & debris
and wreaking havoc all

around- couldn’t merit
breaking news on na-
tional media.

Prior disregard and
later delayed response
have multiplied inflic-
tions of the catastro-
phe.

Loss of land com-
munication has further
isolated the stricken ar-
eas making true estima-
tion of destruction
more exhausting.

Timely decision
and act can reduce the
effect of Climate
Change

To stop ballooning
problems into crisis;
rescue, relief and reha-
bilitation operations
should be carried out
on full scale as the cur-
rent pace is insufficient
to meet the require-
ment. NDMA and
PDMA need to reach
out to the peripheral
areas that are out of the

radar.
It’s high time for

the provincial and fed-
eral coalition govern-
ment to pay special at-
tention to those whose
lives are at the stake.
Political parties need to
rise above the tradi-
tional politics and
launch concerted ef-
forts to help out the ca-
lamity stricken at the
earliest. Social welfare
organisations should
come forward to heal
the lesions of suffering
humans. On national
media, there should be
special discourse and
discussion on settle-
ment and rehabilitation
of the affected people.

In addition to en-
suring; re-building of
eroded infrastructure,
compensation for
losses, clean water, ad-
equate supply of food,
there should be numer-

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan

ous measures in pipe-
line to overcome the
post-flood outcomes
such as increased risk
of infectious diseases.
The flood-stricken area
can become a breeding
ground for many health
related problems. Sup-
plying preventive medi-
cines and upholding
precautionary mea-
sures can halt the on-
slaught of infectious
diseases.

The state machin-
ery in its all forms
should come into play
to navigate a safe pas-
sage out of this hurri-
cane of climate emer-
gency enveloping us
now.

The author is a fi-
nal year MBBS student
at King Edward Medi-
cal University Lahore,
Pakistan. He can be
reached on twitter via
@SardarMengal11.

By Shakoor Khan:
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community Help
(TEACH) project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah,  Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.

“IRC is striving
hard to promote girl’s
education in
Balochistan besides im-
parting vocational
trainings on financial lit-
eracy and trades to make
them financially inde-
pendent,” said Shareef
Mengal, Head of IRC
Balochistan during a
policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of
girl’s  education in
Balochistan held in col-
laboration with UK aid at
local hotel here.

Balochistan Educa-
tion minister
Naseebullah Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from the
Education ministry, Di-
rectorate of Special Edu-
cation,

Literacy, Non-For-
mal Education & Human
Rights Department,
Balochistan Assess-
ment and Examination
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Balochistan Textbook
Board , Policy Planning
Implementation Unit ,
Provincial Institute of
Teachers Education,
Education Support
Programme, Global Part-
nership of Education,
German Agency for In-
ternational Cooperation,
United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emer-
gency Fund Society for
Community Strengthen-
ing and Promotion of
Education, Balochistan,
Institute for Develop-
ment Studies and Prac-
tices, Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation
Agency also attended
the event.

The event hosted
conversations with mul-

tiple stakeholders in-
cluding education ex-
perts and government
functionaries on the
barriers faced by girls in
the province in pursu-
ing their education and
discussed possible so-
lutions to combat those
barriers.

salient feature
of the

 project IRC
While highlighting

the salient feature of the
project IRC chief in
Balochistan Shareef
Mengal said under the
‘Girls Learn’ stream of
the project, 22,000 girls
received classes on
Package A, B and C of
non-formal curriculum,
of them 4000 enrolled in
mainstream formal
schooling system.

Under’ Girls Earn’

stream of the project,
7000 girls completed
Package A of the non-
formal curriculum, out of
these 7000 girls, 5000 re-
ceived training on finan-
cial literacy and business
development planning.
2400 girls received train-
ing on 8 vocational
trades and toolkits and
250 girls received finan-
cial grants to start a busi-
ness.

Naseebullah Marri,
Education Minister
Balochistan, on the oc-
casion urged that ‘We
must do our part to re-
move the barriers faced
by girls in the region so
that every girl can pur-
sue her education and
become a valuable mem-
ber of society”

‘The Government is
making all out efforts to
combat the low literacy
rate which has affected

girls from all ethnic
groups, and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds,”

We are committed
to assist and contribute
to building economically
prosperous, and edu-
cated Balochistan, so
every child has access to
education.

He however wel-
comed the support ex-
tended by the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee
for providing educa-
tional and vocational
training opportunities,
saying he is very grate-
ful for the on-ground ini-
tiative of community-
based schools in
Balochistan.”

Abdul Rauf Baloch
– Secretary Secondary
Education on the occa-
sion appreciated the
contributions of IRC for
girls’ education in
Balochistan.

He shared that edu-
cation is a complex sub-
ject which cannot be dis-
cussed without WASH,
health and other facili-
ties.

This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-
evant departments and
stakeholders who
should play their role ef-
fectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his re-
marks said that “We as a
society need to commit
to prioritize and focus on
Girls’ Education through
adequate resources.
Girls’ education in
Balochistan is one of the
biggest challenges faced
by the country and to
deal with it we must work
with innovative methods
like Non-Formal Educa-
tion.

” He further added

that, “Over the years, we
have realized that if girls
are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and
provide access to life-
long learning opportuni-
ties like productive skills
and life-skills within
communities.

Girl’s education is
correlated with
lower rates of

poverty
The panel discus-

sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
makers and practitioners
to understand that girl’s
education is correlated
with lower rates of pov-
erty and improved health
outcomes. While stimu-
lating dialogue,  the
stakeholders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to girls’

education by providing
gender inclusive facili-
ties and quality of edu-
cation.

The event was a
culmination of three ses-
sions where the first was
hosted to discuss the
barriers faced by girls in
pursuing their educa-
tion. The panelists of
the first session classi-
fied the barriers into 3
categories: Cultural,
Economic and Service
Delivery. The panelists
recommended Acceler-
ated Learning Programs
(ALPs) as a viable op-
tion while integrated
with skil l-based
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.

Initiatives to
combat the
barriers to
education

The second session
was focused on sustain-
able initiatives to combat
the barriers with the help
of Non-Formal Educa-
tion in bridging the gap
between primary and
secondary schooling.

Chairperson of the
session,  Mr. Abdul
Khaliq – Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Planning,
and Implementation
Unit welcomed the par-
ticipants and empha-
sized the importance of
solutions to these barri-
ers.

Mr. Ashraf Gichki –
Director Literacy and
Non-Formal Education
shared contribution of
NFE department toward
provision of second
chance of education to
out-of-school children.

Personal
struggles in
overcoming

the barriers to
education
The third and final

session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their personalized
struggles in overcoming
the barriers to educa-
tion.

Anam – client of
TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center,

she can read books
and newspapers. Simra
from the same district
shared that her parents
don’t allow travelling
long distances to attend
school but after opening
of ALP center at door-
steps, she was able to
join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
mother is the only bread-
winner of home and
works at households of
others to earn income.
Haleema shared that she
is the only child of her
family who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.

How Long Will Quetta
Pay the Price for SSGC and

Federal Negligence?
Editorial:

Quetta is once again at
the mercy of a winter
crisis that has become
all too familiar: low
gas pressure, unan-
nounced load shed-
ding, and complete ad-
ministrative silence.
Every year, citizens
are told to “bear with
the situation” as tem-
peratures fall and
heaters, stoves, and
geysers turn useless.
Yet the authorities re-
sponsible — Sui
Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC) and the
federal energy man-
agers — continue to
operate without ac-
countability.

A City Freezing
While Authorities
Look Away

The people of
Balochistan are right
to ask: Why must
Quetta suffer the
same crisis every win-
ter while no structural
reform is introduced?
Why are consumers
forced to pay heavy
bills for a service that
barely exists? And
why do officials in
Karachi and
Islamabad continue to
treat Balochistan’s gas
issues as a seasonal
inconvenience rather
than a governance
failure?

D e s p i t e
Balochistan being an
energy-producing re-
gion, its residents
struggle every winter
for the very resource
extracted from their
own soil. This contra-
diction reflects a deep-
rooted policy imbal-
ance in the federation,

where Balochistan
remains last on the
priority list — not be-
cause of a shortage of
resources, but be-
cause of a shortage of
political will.

SSGC’s Re-
peated Excuses and
Decades of Misman-
agement

The SSGC’s per-
formance adds an-
other layer of frustra-
tion. Each year, the
company offers the
same explanations —
“excessive demand,”
“pipeline pressure is-
sues,” “technical
challenges.

” Yet no one ex-
plains why these
problems remain un-
resolved despite de-
cades of complaints.
Why have there been
no significant infra-
structure upgrades?
Why has the com-
pany failed to intro-
duce a clear winter
management plan for
Quetta? Why is com-
munication with con-
sumers absent?

The unannounced
nature of the load
shedding exposes a
complete disregard for
public convenience.
When outages are not
scheduled or an-
nounced, families can-
not plan meals, heat-
ing, or even basic
daily routines. Hospi-
tals and clinics
struggle to maintain
warm environments
for patients. Small
businesses suffer.
And in a city where
temperatures can
drop below freezing,
such negligence is not

just inconvenient — it
is dangerous.

F e d e r a l
Government’s Weak
Oversight and
Balochistan’s Low Pri-
ority

The federal gov-
ernment cannot es-
cape responsibility ei-
ther. Energy manage-
ment is a national is-
sue, and the pattern of
winter mismanage-
ment in Balochistan
reflects weak over-
sight, poor planning,
and an unfair allocation
of resources. The si-
lence of policymakers
during these crises
sends a clear message:
Quetta’s suffering is
not a priority.

What Quetta
needs is not another
round of hollow state-
ments. It needs a
transparent winter gas
plan, proper infra-
structure investment,
honest communication
with the public, and
real accountability for
SSGC. Most impor-
tantly, it needs the fed-
eral government to fi-
nally treat Balochistan
as an equal stake-
holder in national re-
source management.

The people of
Quetta have endured
enough. Their patience
should not be mistaken
for acceptance. With-
out decisive action, this
recurring winter crisis
will continue to expose
not only the inefficien-
cies of SSGC but also
the federal
government’s unwill-
ingness to address
long-standing injus-
tices.
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Chinese captain pleads not guilty to
damage charge in Baltic Sea cable case

10 dead after shooter opens fire at high school in Canada
NEWS DESK:Ten
people including the
shooter are dead after an
assailant opened fire at
a high school in western
Canada on Tuesday in
one of the country’s
deadliest mass casualty
events in recent history.

The outburst
brought to Canada the
type of mass shooting
more common in the
neighbouring United
States, and was carried
out by a shooter de-
scribed as female, police
said.Six people were
found dead inside a high
school in the town of
Tumbler Ridge in British
Columbia,  two more
people were found dead
at a residence believed
to be connected to the
incident, and another
person died on the way
to hospital, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Po-
lice said.

At least two other
people were hospitalised
with serious or life-
threatening injuries, and
as many as 25 people
were being treated for
non-life-threatening in-
juries, police said.

A suspected
shooter was also found

Warming climate threatens
Greenland

US, Azerbaijan sign strategic
partnership

NEWS DESK:US Vice
President JD Vance on
Tuesday visited
Azerbaijan, arriving from
Armenia as part of a re-
gional trip aimed at con-
solidating a US-brokered
peace process between
the Caucasus
neighbours.

The visit follows
US President Donald
Trump's mediation last
year of a peace agree-
ment between the his-
torical rivals Baku and
Yerevan, which have
fought two wars over the
Karabakh region.

Vance sparked con-
troversy by deleting
and his wife had laid a
wreath "at the Armenian
Genocide memorial to
honour the victims of the
1915 Armenian geno-
cide." His office said the
post was published in
error by staff not part of
the delegation.

In Baku, Vance met
with Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev before
the two signed a strate-
gic partnership agree-
ment between the United
States and Azerbaijan.

Vance said the
agreement "will
formalise that partner-
ship and make it very
clear that the United
States-Azerbaijan rela-
tionship is one that will
stick".The United States
will "ship some new
boats to Azerbaijan to
help you with territorial
waters protection", he
told Aliyev as they made
statements to the press.

Aliyev said rela-
tions between the two
countries "are entering

a new phase", including
in defence cooperation,
"through equipment
sales"."We will continue
cooperation in the field
of security and will work
together on
counterterrorism opera-
tions." On Monday,
Vance held talks with Ar-
menian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan in
Yerevan. The visit is ex-
pected to advance a flag-
ship transport communi-
cations project integrat-
ing the two countries
into a new east-west
trade route. Azerbaijan
seized Karabakh in a
2023 lightning offensive,
ending three decades of
rule by Armenian sepa-
ratists. At a White
House summit in August
2025, Trump brokered an
agreement between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan
that saw the two coun-
tries commit to renounc-
ing claims on each
other's territory and re-

Ramaphosa, Putin discuss return of
South African fighters from Ukraine

03

frain from using force.
Before the meeting

with Aliyev, Vance said
the issue of Armenian
separatist leaders impris-
oned in Azerbaijan was
"certainly going to come
up" in talks with
Azerbaijani leaders.

Last week, a military
court in Baku handed
lengthy sentences, in-
cluding life jail terms, to
Armenian separatist
leaders in a war crimes
trial.More than 20 Arme-
nian human rights
groups sent an open let-
ter urging Vance to help
secure the release of Ar-
menian detainees in
Azerbaijani jails.
Karabakh refugees held
a rally in Yerevan with
the same demand.

The US State De-
partment said the visit
would "advance Presi-
dent Donald Trump's
peace efforts and pro-
mote the Trump Route
for International Peace

and Prosperity
(TRIPP)".

The TRIPP is a pro-
posed road-and-rail cor-
ridor designed to link
Azerbaijan with its
Nakhchivan exclave, cut
off from the mainland by
Armenian territory, while
integrating the region
into a wider east-west
trade route connecting
Central Asia and the
Caspian basin to Eu-
rope. Washington has
presented the project as
a confidence-building
measure following de-
cades of conflict be-
tween the two countries.

Aliyev said the
TRIPP "will make an-
other contribution to
peace, development and
cooperation in the re-
gion". Azerbaijan sees
the opening of regional
communications as the
main precondition for
signing a comprehen-
sive peace treaty with its
rival.

dead from what appears
to be a self-inflicted in-
jury, police said, adding
they did not believe
there were any more sus-
pects or an ongoing
threat to the public.

“It’s hard to know

what to say on a night
like tonight. It’s the kind
of thing that feels like it
happens in other places
and not close to home,”
British Columbia Premier
David Eby told
reporters.Police released

almost no details about
the shooter except to
say the person was de-
scribed as a female —
potentially an unusual
development as mass
shootings in North
America are almost al-

ways carried out by men.
A police active

shooter alert said the
suspect was described
“as female in a dress
with brown hair.”

Police Superinten-
dent Ken Floyd later

confirmed at a news
conference that the sus-
pect described in the
alert was the same per-
son found dead in the
school. Police did not
say how many of the
victims may have been

minors.Tumbler Ridge
student Darian Quist
told the public broad-
caster CBC that he was
in his mechanics class
when there was an an-
nouncement that the
school was in lockdown.

He said that initially
he “didn’t think any-
thing was going on,” but
started receiving “dis-
turbing” photos about
the carnage at  the
school.

Then “it set in what
was happening”, Quist
said.He said he stayed in
lockdown for more than
two hours when police
stormed in, ordering ev-
eryone to put their
hands up before escort-
ing them out of the
school.

Darian’s mother
Shelley Quist, also inter-
viewed, said she em-
braced her son when
they finally connected
after the site was de-
clared safe.

“He’s not going to
be out of my sight for a
while now,” she told the
C B C . ‘ T i g h t - k n i t
community’Tumbler
Ridge is a remote munici-
pality with a population
of around 2,400 people

in the foothills of the
Rocky Mountains in
northern British Colum-
bia, approximately 1,155
km (717 miles) northeast
of Vancouver.

Images of the town
show a snow-covered
landscape filled with
pine trees.

Tumbler Ridge Sec-
ondary School has 160
students in grades
seven through 12,
roughly ages 12 to 18,
according to its website.

The school was
closed for the rest of the
week and counselling
will be made available to
those in need, school
officials said.

Officials said the
town’s small police force
was on the scene within
two minutes of receiv-
ing a call, and that vic-
tims were still being as-
sessed hours after the
incident.

“This is a small,
tight-knit community
with a small RCMP de-
tachment as well, who re-
sponded in two minutes,
no doubt saving lives
today,” Nina Krieger,
British Columbia’s pub-
lic safety minister, told
reporters.

NEWS DESK:Sou-th
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa held talks
on Tuesday with Rus-
sian counterpart
Vladimir Putin on return-
ing South Africans lured
into fighting for Russian
forces in Ukraine, his of-
fice said.

The South African
government said in No-
vember it had received
“distress calls” from 17
men who were trapped
in the epicentre of the
fighting in Ukraine’s
Donbas region after be-
ing tricked into joining
mercenary forces.

“ P r e s i d e n t
Ramaphosa and Presi-
dent Putin pledged their
support to the process
of returning Sou-th Afri-
cans fighting alongside

Russ-i-an forces in
Ukraine,” the
president’s office said in
a statement.

“In this regard,
teams from both sides
will continue their en-
gagements towards the
finalisation of this pro-
cess,” it said.

Ukraine’s foreign
minister said in Novem-
ber that more than 1,400
citizens from 36 African
countries had been iden-
tified among the Russian
ranks.

Kenya deplores use
of citizens as ‘cannon
fodder’ in war

An investigation
spoke to four Kenyans
recently returned from
Russia who said they
were tricked by a Nairobi
recruitment agency into

NEWSDESK: Stand-
ing in his boat with bin-
oculars in hand, hunter
Malik Kleist scans the
horizon for seals. But
this February, the sea
ice in southwestern
Greenland has yet to
freeze, threatening
traditional livelihoods
like his.

"Normally the
seals are on the ice or
in the more calm wa-
ters. But today we had
to sail all the way into
the fjords to find them,"
the 37-year-old tells
AFP.

The Arctic region
is on the frontline of
global warming, heat-
ing up four times
faster than the rest of
the planet since 1979,
according to a 2022
study in scientific jour-
nal Nature, causing the
sea ice to retreat.

Seals rely on pack
ice to give birth, to rest
and for protection.

Hunters increas-
ingly have to sail far-
ther along the jagged
coast of Sisimiut, navi-

gating into the fjords
for several hours to
find them.

Traditionally, hunt-
ers' boats would head
straight out to sea,
slowly pushing
through the ice and
creating holes that at-
tract seals coming up
for air.

But without any

travelling to Russia un-
der false promises of
well-paying jobs.

In December,
Kenyan authorities said
around 200 citizens had
been sent to fight in
Ukraine, of whom 23 had
since been repatriated.

This is an underes-
timate, said the four
Kenyan recruits. The
daughter of South Afri-
can former president
Jacob Zuma is among
several accused of re-
cruiting men to join Rus-
sian mercenaries in the
Ukraine war.

Pretoria warned its
citizens last year not to
fall  for recruitment
scams, after multiple so-
cial media influencers
shared campaigns prom-
ising young women jobs

in a Russia-based
programme that has
been accused of abuses.

‘Cannon fodder’
Kenyans

Kenya on Tuesday
condemned as “unac-
ceptable” recruiters lur-
ing Kenyans to Russia
with promises of lucra-
tive jobs, only to send
them to Ukraine’s front
lines as “cannon fod-
der.”

In recent weeks,
mounting reports indi-
cate that Kenyans de-
ceived into travelling for
high-paying work in
Russia are dying on the
battlefield, with others
sustaining serious
wounds.

An investigation
published this week re-
vealed the web of decep-
tion into which four men
with no military back-
ground fell — forced to
sign contracts with the
Russian army and
swiftly sent to the front
lines in Ukraine.

“It’s unacceptable
for them to be partici-
pants in this conflict,”
junior foreign minister
Korir Sing’Oei said.

The four, three of
whom returned
wounded, were given
contracts written in Rus-
sian. One had expected
to work as a salesman,
two as security guards
and the fourth as a high-
level athlete.

“These individuals
are used as cannon fod-
der on the war front,”
Sing’Oei said.  “No
Kenyan would voluntar-
ily enter into that kind of
engagement.”

NEWS DESK:The Chi-
nese captain of a Hong
Kong-registered cargo
ship pleaded not guilty
on Wednesday to a
charge of criminal dam-
age, following allega-
tions that his vessel
damaged undersea
cables in the Baltic Sea.

Wan Wenguo, 44,
the captain of the con-
tainer ship NewNew
Polar Bear, is alleged to
have damagedan un-
derwater natural gas
pipeline and submarine
telecom cables be-
tween Finland and Es-
tonia on October 8,
2023, according to a
Hong Kong charge
sheet reviewed by
Reuters.

The charge sheet
stated that Wan had
been "reckless" and
"without lawful excuse
damaged the property
belonging to another".

Finnish investiga-
tors said the container
vessel had dragged its
anchor to sever the
Balticconnector gas
pipeline.

Finnish police later
retrieved a broken an-
chor from the seabed

near the pipeline, and
technical examinations
showed it belonged to
the container vessel that
was missing a front an-
chor.

A lawyer for Wan,
Jerry Chung, earlier
said 18 prosecution
witnesses would be
called to testify in the
case that includes one
charge of criminal dam-
age, as well as two

charges of failing to
ensure the ship com-
plied with safety re-
quirements under the
International Conven-
tion for the Safety of
Life at Sea.

Wan also pleaded
not guilty to those two
charges.These wit-
nesses include crew
members, Hong Kong
officials, and experts in
maritime matters,

Chung added.
The Baltic Sea re-

gion has been on high
alert for sabotage after
a series of outages in-
volving power cables,
gas pipelines and
telecom links since
Russia invaded Ukraine
in 2022.

NATO has boosted
its military presence
with frigates, aircraft
and naval drones.

ice, "it's too windy and
the waves are too big,"
Kleist says.

Last year was ex-
ceptionally warm in
the vast autonomous
territory, with several
temperature records
beaten, according to
the Danish Meteoro-
logical Institute
(DMI).

In December, the
Summit Station, lo-
cated at the height of
Greenland's ice sheet,
recorded an average
temperature of -30.9
degrees C (-23.6
Fahrenheit), 8.1C
higher than the De-
cember average dur-
ing the period 1991-
2020.
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Imran Khan’s health is fine, says lawyer after meeting in Adiala Jail

Pakistan’s first quantum computing
hackathon concludes

Terrorists have no connection to islam, says Ashrafi

ISLAMABAD, Feb 10
(INP): The closing cer-
emony of Pakistan’s first
Quantum Computing
Hackathon held at the
National Centre for
Physics (NCP) marked
the successful conclu-
sion of a landmark three-
day national initiative
aimed at  advancing
emerging technologies
and nurturing the next
generation of scientific
innovators.

Addressing the par-
ticipants as the Chief
Guest, Chairman Paki-
stan Atomic Energy
Commission (PAEC) Dr.
Raja Ali Raza Anwar
praised the energy, intel-
lectual depth, and col-
laborative spirit demon-
strated by young re-
searchers and innova-
tors from across the
country. Recalling global
discussions on the fu-
ture of quantum science,
Dr. Anwar noted that
quantum technology—
once considered distant
and abstract—is rapidly
becoming a transforma-
tive force shaping
tomorrow’s world. He
highlighted the histori-
cal evolution of quan-
tum science and empha-
sized its emergence as
one of the most promis-
ing frontiers of modern
research.

The chairman un-

derscored that quantum
computing is designed
to complement conven-
tional computing sys-
tems rather than replace
them, enabling break-
throughs in areas requir-
ing massive computa-
tional power.  He
stressed that sustained
institutional support, in-
vestment in research,
and the nurturing of hu-
man intellect are essen-
tial  to fully harness
emerging technologies.

Highlighting human
capacity as both the
greatest challenge and
strength of scientific
advancement, Dr. Anwar
expressed satisfaction
at the strong participa-
tion of youth and the
encouraging gender bal-
ance witnessed at the
hackathon,

calling it a positive
sign for Pakistan’s scien-
tific future. He urged
participants to remain
connected beyond the
competition, build a na-
tional community of
quantum innovators,
and continue collabora-
tive research across in-
stitutions. He also en-
couraged academic and
research organizations
to regularly host similar
i n n ov a t i o n -d r i ve n
events to maintain mo-
mentum in advanced
sciences.

Before the
Chairman’s address, Di-
rector General, National
Institute of Lasers and
Optronics (NILOP), Dr.
Manzoor Ikram wel-
comed the participants
and dignitaries. He out-
lined the journey of the
hackathon, which began
in May last year follow-
ing engagements with
Pakistan’s Mission to
the United Nations in
Geneva and interna-
tional science diplo-
macy organizations pro-
moting quantum innova-
tion worldwide.

He explained that
the event was organized
in collaboration with the
Open Quantum Institute,
CERN, and international
partners, with the dual
objectives of raising
public awareness about
quantum technologies
and developing practi-
cal quantum algorithms
addressing real-world
challenges aligned with
the United Nations Sus-
tainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

Dr. Ikram noted that
the hackathon was delib-
erately scheduled in
February during the
United Nations-desig-
nated International Year
of Quantum Science and
Technology, marking
100 years of quantum
mechanics and symbol-

Protest in Lahore on martyrdom
anniversary of Afzal Guru

Govt to train 1m non-IT professionals  in AI skills

Pakistan, Cambodia
review avenues

for enhancing  bilateral
trade,  cooperation
across key sectors

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Minister for
Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommu-
nication Shaza Fatima
Khawaja on Tuesday
said a nationwide
programme to train
one million non-IT pro-
fessionals in AI skills
will be launched to
boost productivity and
improve livelihoods.

Speaking to stu-
dents from various
universities during
Indus AI Week 2026
in Islamabad, the min-
ister said the past two
years had witnessed a
revolutionary shift in
emerging technologies,
with artificial intelli-
gence reshaping
economies, education
systems and employ-
ment structures
worldwide.

She said Pakistan
had responded to these
changes through a
“whole-of-govern-
ment approach” under
the leadership of the

Prime Minister, aimed
at ensuring coordi-
nated planning and ef-
fective implementa-
tion.

Shaza Fatima said
Parliament passed the
Digital Nation Paki-
stan Act last year, pro-
viding a comprehen-
sive roadmap for the
country’s digital trans-
formation. A major
milestone under this
framework was the
approval of Pakistan’s
first-ever National Ar-
tificial Intelligence
Policy, endorsed by
the federal cabinet in
September 2025.

“The AI policy
covers every critical
dimension — including
infrastructure, data
centres, computing
power, human re-
source development,
education reforms, in-
ternational collabora-
tion, and the ethical
and inclusive use of
AI,” she said, adding
that the government’s

priority was not just
policy formulation but
tangible results on the
ground.

The minister said
the Prime Minister,
while inaugurating
Indus AI Week, an-
nounced a $1 billion
investment to
strengthen Pakistan’s
AI ecosystem. Key
initiatives under the
plan include AI train-
ing for one million
young people, particu-
larly those from non-
technical back-
grounds, PhD scholar-
ships in artificial intel-
ligence, and the man-
datory inclusion of AI
education in schools
and colleges nation-
wide. She said the
strategy followed a
two-pronged ap-
proach: ensuring a
strong implementation
mechanism while si-
multaneously prepar-
ing Pakistan’s
workforce for the fu-
ture digital economy.

Explaining the
broader objectives of
Indus AI Week, Shaza
Fatima said the initia-
tive was built on three
pillars. The first aimed
to project Pakistan’s
technological readi-
ness to the world by
highlighting its youth
bulge of more than 150
million people, entre-
preneurial potential
and growing digital
maturity.

The second pillar
focused on global
leadership dialogue,
with more than 50 in-
ternational technology
leaders, ministers,
chief information of-
ficers, chief technol-
ogy officers and
CEOs participating in
policy discussions.

These delibera-
tions culminated in the
Islamabad Declara-
tion, reflecting
Pakistan’s stance on
artificial intelligence
governance and inter-
national cooperation.

izing Pakistan’s partici-
pation in a global scien-
tific milestone. He high-
lighted the overwhelm-
ing response to the ini-
tiative, with nearly 950
applications received
nationwide, from which
42 finalists were selected
to compete in seven
teams after a rigorous
screening process.

Dr.  Anwar com-
mended the international
and national partners,
mentors, sponsors, and
technical teams for their
dedication, including
the Open Quantum In-
stitute, CERN, academic
institutions, cloud infra-
structure providers, and
supporting organiza-
tions that ensured the
smooth execution of the
event.

At the conclusion
of the ceremony, medals
and cash prizes were
awarded to the top-per-
forming teams for their
innovative quantum
computing solutions.
The team that received
the Gold Medal and a
cash prize of Rs 800,000
used quantum algo-
rithms for the early de-
tection of tuberculosis
in lungs by converting
X-ray images into matrix
form and applying quan-
tum algorithms to recog-
nize and diagnose the
disease.

Met office forecass
mainly cold, dry weather
in most parts of country

on Wednesday

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Barrister Salman Safdar,
appointed by the Su-
preme Court as a friend
of the court ,  held a
lengthy meeting with
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
founder and former
prime minister Imran

Khan at Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi, with a de-
tailed report on the jailed
leader’s condition and
facilities set to be sub-
mitted to the top court
on Wednesday.

According to offi-
cials and court proceed-

ings, the meeting lasted
around three hours. Af-
ter leaving

Central  Jail
Rawalpindi, commonly
known as Adiala Jail,
Safdar avoided formal
media talk and did not
share detailed remarks

about the discussion.
In a brief exchange

with journalists outside
the prison, he confirmed
that access had been
granted in line with court
orders and said Imran
Khan’s health was fine.
He added that it would

not be appropriate to
comment further before
submitting his written
report to the Supreme
Court.

The Supreme Court
appointed Barrister
Salman Safdar as judicial
representative during

the hearing of appeals
filed against the trial in
the Toshakhana criminal
case.

The bench directed
that he be allowed to
meet Imran Khan and re-
view his living condi-
tions in jail.

A two-member
bench headed by Chief
Justice Yahya Afridi or-
dered that Safdar be
given full access to the
PTI founder’s barracks
and related facilities so
he could prepare a com-
prehensive written re-

port.
The court also

separately sought a re-
port from the jail super-
intendent regarding the
condition, treatment and
available facilities pro-
vided to the former prime
minister in custody.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department
(PMD) has forecast
mainly cold and dry
weather in most parts of
the country on Wednes-
day.

While very cold and
partly cloudy conditions
are expected in hilly ar-
eas, including Kashmir
and Gilgit-Baltistan.

According to the
PMD, Islamabad and its
surrounding areas will
experience cold and dry
weather.

Similar conditions
are likely to prevail
across most districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
with upper districts ex-
pected to remain very
cold and partly cloudy.

Punjab will also wit-
ness cold and dry
weather in most areas,
while Murree, Galiyat
and adjoining regions
are likely to remain very
cold and dry.

In Sindh, mainly

dry weather is antici-
pated,

whereas most parts
of Balochistan will expe-
rience cold and dry con-
ditions, with very cold
weather during morning
and night in the north-
ern districts.

Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan are expected to
remain very cold with
partly cloudy skies.

The Met Office re-
ported that during the
past 24 hours, rain ac-
companied by snowfall
over the hills occurred in
upper Punjab,
Islamabad, upper
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan, while cold and
partly cloudy weather
prevailed in other parts
of the country.

Significant rainfall
was recorded in
Muzaffarabad, where 32
mm was measured at the
airport, followed by 15
mm in Garhi Dupatta and
11 mm in Rawalakot.

R A W A L P I N D I
(INP): Prime
Minister’s Coordinator
for Religious Harmony
Hafiz Muhammad
Tahir Mahmood
Ashrafi on Tuesday
said terrorists had no
connection to islam
and called on the na-
tion to unite against
extremism.

Speaking at the
‘Paigham-e-Pakistan
Conference’ here, at-
tended by scholars, re-
ligious leaders and
representatives of
various institutions, he
condemned attacks on
mosques, places of
worship, women and
children as acts of
cowardice.

“Those targeting
sites associated with
Hazrat Khadija al-
Kubra (RA), Islam’s
first believer and sup-

porter, are clearly en-
emies of Islam,”
Ashrafi, who is also
Chairman of the Paki-
stan Ulema Council
and Coordinator of
Paigham-e-Pakistan,
said. He cited the
Quran, emphasising
that anyone who un-
lawfully kills a believer
is condemned to hell,
adding that “terrorists’
actions are incompat-
ible with Islamic
teachings”.

Referring to the
wounded victims at
PIMS hospital, he
said, “We may be
weak, but Allah Al-
mighty is not,” draw-
ing parallels with his-
torical assaults on the
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon
Him), Hazrat Umar
(RA) and Hazrat Ali
(RA) during prayers.

Ashrafi noted that
the recent terror at-
tack on the worship-
pers at Islamabad’s
Taralai mosque had
united the nation, with
victims showing cour-
age and resilience.

He warned that
forces in India, Israel
and Afghanistan were
involved in stirring un-
rest in Pakistan.

“Terrorists are
being trained in Af-
ghanistan and supplied
with weapons for at-
tacks here,” he said,
stressing that Pakistan
would counter internal
threats but not tolerate
destabilisation on its
soil. He added that in-
vestigations into
mosque security were
ongoing and that po-
lice officers had also
been martyred or in-
jured during opera-

tions against facilita-
tors of terrorism. The
Prime Minister has in-
structed the Federal
Health Minister to per-
sonally oversee treat-
ment of the wounded,
he added.

Ashrafi urged all
religious scholars to
adhere to the
“Paigham-e-Pakistan
code of conduct”,
warning against hate
speech targeting any
sect. Misuse of posi-
tions of authority
within mosques would
not be tolerated, and
violators would re-
ceive no support or
protection. At the con-
clusion of the confer-
ence, the participants
offered special
prayers for the mar-
tyrs and wounded of
the Khadija al-Kubra
Mosque attack.

LAHORE (INP): Kashmir
Center Lahore held a
protest  outside the
Press Club on the mar-
tyrdom anniversary of
renowned Kashmiri pro-
freedom leader
Muhammad Afzal Guru.

Muhammad Afzal
Guru was hanged in New
Delhi’s Tihar Jail on Feb-
ruary 9, 2013, in what le-
gal experts and human
rights defenders have
consistently termed a
judicial killing, carried
out to appease India’s
majoritarian political
sentiment. His remains
were buried inside the
jail premises and never
returned to his family for
a proper burial.

Speakers at the pro-
test condemned India for
the illegal execution of

Afzal Guru, calling it a
grave violation of human
rights.

They noted that
even the Indian Supreme
Court had acknowl-
edged the absence of
substantial evidence
against him. By execut-
ing him despite this,
they said, the Indian ju-
diciary demonstrated
that the Constitution,
law, moral values, and
human rights hold little
significance in India.

Afzal Guru was re-
membered as a shining
star of the Kashmir free-
dom movement, who
sacrificed his life for the
liberation of his home-
land. Speakers ex-
pressed outrage that the
Supreme Court admitted
the lack of evidence yet

still imposed the death
penalty, questioning the
very nature of justice
and law in India.

They further said
that Afzal Guru, by em-
bracing martyrdom on
the gallows, showed the
world that Kashmiris are
ready to make the ulti-
mate sacrifice for free-
dom from Indian occu-
pation.

 They demanded
that the mortal remains
of martyrs Afzal Guru
and Muhammad
Maqbool Butt be ex-
humed from the Tihar Jail
cemetery in Delhi and
returned to the Kashmiri
people for proper burial
in their homeland.

Senior leaders who
addressed the protest
included Ghulam Abbas

Mir of the Pakistan
People’s Party, Inam-ul-
Hassan Kashmiri, In-
charge Kashmir Centre,
former MPA Farzana
Butt,  senior PML-N
leader Begum Safia
Ishaq, prominent reli-
gious scholar Allama
Ashiq Syed Hussain,
General Secretary Kash-
mir Action committee
Farooq Azad, Captain
Mushtaq,

Professor Asma
Hassan Sheikh,
Kashmiri leader Nazia
Butt, Leader Muhaz-e-
Rae Shumari Aftab
Nazki, prominent reli-
gious scholar Allama
Mushtaq Qadri,  re-
nowned intellectual
Nazar Bhinder, Sheikh
Amjad Iqbal, Mahmood
Trazee, and others.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):Federal Minister
for Commerce Jam
Kamal Khan held meet-
ing with his Cambodian
counterpart, Cham Nimul
here Tuesday to review
avenues for enhancing
bilateral trade and coop-
eration across key sec-
tors.

The meeting be-
tween the two ministers
was held ahead of the
2nd Pakistan–Cambodia
Joint Trade Committee
session scheduled on
February 10–11.

Rana Ihsaan Afzal
Khan, Coordinator to the
Prime Minister on Com-
merce, was also present
in the meeting.

The two Ministers
reviewed opportunities
to expand collaboration
in priority areas includ-
ing pharmaceuticals and
healthcare products, tex-
tiles and value-added
apparel, agriculture and

agro-processing, and
leather and light manu-
facturing.

They agreed to
strengthen business-to-
business engagement
through chambers of
commerce and sector
associations to translate
policy discussions into
concrete commercial
outcomes.

The Commerce
Minister noted the posi-
tive momentum in bilat-
eral economic engage-
ment and recalled that
the inaugural JTC ses-
sion was held in Phnom
Penh on January 21,
2025. Both sides reaf-
firmed the JTC as the
principal forum for ad-
vancing trade, invest-
ment, and broader eco-
nomic cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and
Cambodia. Both sides
also exchanged views on
enhancing trade facilita-
tion.

ISLAMABAD: Jam Kamal Khan and Cham Nimul during a delegation-level meeting to strengthen
Pakistan-Cambodia trade, industrial cooperation, and supply chain integration.

ISLAMABAD: His Excellency Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin, Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to Pakistan, called on the Federal
Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Coordination, Dr. Musadik Malik.

ISLAMABAD: The Hon'ble Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, chairing the 57th
meeting of the NJPMC, at the Supreme Court of Pakistan.
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Balochistan Investment Board Reviews Progress of
Shrimp Farming Project in Lasbela

Provincial Minister Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran Holds Open Court in Rakhni, Vows

Improved Water and Sanitation Services

Karachi: Vice Chairman
of the Balochistan In-
vestment Board (BIB),
Bilal Khan Kakar, chaired
a high-level meeting to
review the progress of
the ongoing shrimp
farming project in Dam
area of Lasbela district.
The meeting was at-
tended by senior offi-
cials from the Fisheries
Department, Govern-
ment of Balochistan,
project team members,
local civil representa-
tives, and Assistant
Commissioner Winder,
Saif Mughal. Progress
Review and Coordina-
tion Strategy.

During the meeting,
participants reviewed
the current status of the
shrimp farming project
and discussed key chal-
lenges.

Emphasis was
placed on improving in-
ter-departmental coordi-
nation to ensure smooth
and timely implementa-
tion.

Bilal Khan Kakar
highlighted that the

shrimp (prawn) farming
initiative in Lasbela is
not only a major step to-
ward promoting invest-
ment in Balochistan but
also a significant oppor-
tunity to create employ-
ment for the local
population.Boost to In-
vestment and Local
EmploymentThe Vice

Chairman stated that the
project is expected to
play a vital role in the
economic development
of the region, generating
new job opportunities
and strengthening the
aquaculture sector in
Balochistan.

He directed all rel-
evant departments to ac-

Deputy Commissioner Ziarat Reviews
Education Performance, Directs Strict

Monitoring of Matric Exams

Barkhan Rakhni:
Provincial Minister for
Public Health Engineer-
ing,  Sardar Abdul
Rehman Khetran, re-
ceived a warm and en-

thusiastic welcome dur-
ing his visit to Rakhni.

 Party workers and
local residents gathered
at multiple points, where
reception camps were
established. Supporters
showered flower petals
and chanted slogans to
express their support.

Open Court Ad-
dresses Clean Drinking
Water and Drainage Is-
sues During the visit,
Sardar Abdul Rehman

Khetran prioritized direct
public engagement by
holding an open court
(Khuli Kacheri).

A large number of
citizens from various

?????? participated and
presented concerns re-
lated to clean drinking
water, drainage systems,
ongoing development
projects, and basic civic
facilities.

The Provincial
Minister issued on-the-
spot instructions to con-
cerned officials for the
immediate resolution of
public complaints. He
emphasized that provid-
ing safe drinking water

and improved sanitation
services remains the
government’s top prior-
ity.

Government Com-
mitment to Complete

Public Health Engineer-
ing Projects Sardar
Abdul Rehman Khetran
assured residents that all
ongoing Public Health
Engineering projects in
Rakhni and Barkhan dis-
trict would be completed
on time. He further an-
nounced that emer-
gency measures will be
taken in water-scarce ar-
eas to address short-
ages and improve the
overall water supply

celerate the pace of work
through enhanced coop-
eration and a coordi-
nated strategy to meet
project targets
efficiently.Community
Engagement and Sus-
tainable Development
Local community repre-
sentatives shared their
concerns and sugges-

tions during the session.
Participants agreed that
the success of the
shrimp farming project
depends on ensuring the
trust, participation, and
inclusion of the local
population.

The meeting also
emphasized strengthen-
ing community-level
awareness and commu-
nication mechanisms to
support  long-term
sustainability.

Commitment to
Chief Minister’s Vision
for Sustainable
GrowthThe forum reaf-
firmed its commitment to
the vision of Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, focusing
on sustainable develop-
ment, modern agricul-
ture, and effective utili-
zation of water re-
sources across the prov-
ince.

Officials assured
that the Lasbela shrimp
farming project would be
completed on time in ac-
cordance with its
planned objectives.

Ziarat: Deputy Commis-
sioner Ziarat, Abdul
Qadoos Achakzai,
chaired a meeting of the
District Education Group
to review the perfor-

mance of the education
department and discuss
ongoing academic mat-
ters.

The meeting was
attended by District
Education Officer
Latifullah Gharshin, Dis-
trict Officer Education
Abdul Malik, District
Officer Education (Fe-
male) Maimoona, DDO
Female Farzana Arbab,
DDO Naqeebullah
Kakar, and ADO Sanjavi
Muhammad Zaman
Dummar. All Deputy Dis-
trict Officers (DDOs)
presented detailed re-
ports and briefed the
Deputy Commissioner
on their respective areas.

Strict Monitoring of

Matric Examinations
During the meeting,
Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Qadoos Achakzai
directed field officers to
conduct daily visits to

examination centers
where 9th and 10th an-
nual matric exams are
currently underway
across the district.

He emphasized the
need to play an active
role in eliminating cheat-
ing and ensuring trans-
parency in the examina-
tion process.

He also instructed
officials to ensure the
provision of necessary
facilities at all examina-
tion centers.

Contract Teachers’
Appointments by Feb-
ruary 28.

The Deputy Com-
missioner announced
that appointment orders
for the remaining con-

tract teachers’ vacan-
cies will be issued by
February 28.

He further stated
that newly functional
schools, previously

non-functional, will be
formally opened by
March 1 after forming a
committee for proper
oversight.

No Compromise on
Education Standards
Highlighting the impor-
tance of education,
Abdul Qadoos Achakzai
stated that no compro-
mise will be made on
educational standards
and all decisions will be
based strictly on merit.

He reaffirmed the
district administration’s
commitment to promot-
ing education across
Ziarat  district  and
warned that negligence
in this regard will not be
tolerated.

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 25/2026

Habib Bank Limited,
Liaquat Bazar Branch Quetta.  Plaintiff

VERSUS

Nasir Hayat S/o Muhammad Ashraf.

Address: R/O House No. 4-37/31 B, Khakabad Road Quetta.

Cell No: 0300-7839099.
CNIC No: 54400-5614112-5.             Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 1,265,709/69- U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS (RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to:- The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of
the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 1,265,709/69-balance
of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be obtained
from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30
(thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within
such time to cause an appearance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration of
such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported by an
affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or
i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of
hearing is 16-03-2026.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 10 day of February, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta

Th

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 26/2026

Habib Bank Limited,
Chaman Road Branch.  Plaintiff

VERSUS

        Ghulam Qasim S/o Ashiq Hussain.

        Present Address: Noor Muhammad Street, Lan No.3 House No. 132,
        Muhallah Ghulistan Coloney, Rawalpindi.

        Permanent Address: Jan Muhammad Coloney, Masoom Shah Road,
        House No. 255/9 Street No. B-2, Multan Cantt,
       Tehsil and District Multan.

         Cell No: 0332-8708121.
         CNIC No: 36302-6273166-1. Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 1,403,405/10- U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS (RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant..

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 1,403,405/10-balance of
principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be obtained from
this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30
(thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within
such time to cause an appearance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration of
such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported by an
affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or
i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of
hearing is 16-03-2026.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 10  day of February, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta

system.
He reiterated that

public service is his mis-
sion and pledged to uti-
lize all available re-
sources for the develop-

ment and prosperity of
Rakhni and surrounding
areas.Patriotic Interac-
tion with Children High-
lights VisitA heartwarm-
ing and patriotic moment
was witnessed when the
Provincial Minister inter-
acted with children dur-
ing the visit.

He engaged in
friendly conversation
and chanted “Pakistan
Zindabad” alongside
them, creating an atmo-

sphere filled with na-
tional enthusiasm.

The children re-
sponded with excite-
ment and
appreciation.Meetings

with Party Workers and
Local Elders .

At the conclusion
of the visit, Sardar Abdul
Rehman Khetran met
with party workers and
local elders to discuss
future development
plans for the district.

Through mutual
consultation, strategies
were discussed to further
strengthen water supply
and sanitation infra-
structure in the region.

Commissioner Sibi Chairs Divisional EPI Task Force
Meeting, Calls for Stronger Polio Eradication Measures

Sibi : Commissioner Sibi
Division,  Asadullah
Faiz, chaired a meeting
of the Divisional Ex-
panded Program on Im-
munization (EPI) Task
Force to review vaccina-
tion performance and
polio eradication efforts
across the division.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner Sibi Ma-
jor (R) Ilyas Kabzai, Di-
visional Director Health
Dr. Abdul Khaliq, AC
WHO Dr. Ihsanullah,
NPO WHO Dr. Rahat,
and other relevant offi-
cials.

Deputy Commis-
sioners, EPI heads, and
EOC representatives
from other districts of
Sibi Division joined the
session via video link.

Review of Vaccina-
tion Performance and
KPIs.

Commissioner Sibi
was given a detailed
briefing on the overall
EPI situation, including
vaccination coverage
from October to Decem-
ber 2025,

 key performance
indicators (KPIs), cover-
age and dropout rates,
surveillance and super-
vision, NEIR (National
Electronic Immunization

Registry), and the perfor-
mance of partner organi-
zations.

The meeting also
reviewed vaccinators’
attendance and data re-
garding unregistered
vaccinators in NEIR.

Urgent Need for
Coordinated Polio Eradi-
cation Efforts.

Addressing the
meeting, Commissioner
Asadullah Faiz high-
lighted that only two
countries in the world
still report the presence
of the poliovirus, stress-
ing the urgent need for
coordinated and effec-
tive measures to elimi-
nate the disease com-
pletely.

He appreciated the
efforts of the Emergency
Operations Center (EOC)
and termed the estab-
lishment of a divisional-
level EPI forum a posi-
tive step, noting that this
was its first meeting.

Focus on Sewerage
System to Improve En-
vironmental Samples.

The Commissioner
directed Deputy Com-
missioners to allocate
funds under BSDI for
improving sewerage
systems and covering
open drains where nec-
essary.
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Auto sales soar to
43-month high

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) chief sees growth up to
4.75% despite IMF downgrade

Oil gains on US–Iran tensions, better
India demand

ECC agrees to sell old PASSCO wheat stock

Fixed power charge to be levied per kW,
not per connection

NEWS DESK: The gov-
ernment has decided to
clear the liabilities of
banks and employees of
the Pakistan Agricul-
tural Storage and Ser-
vices Corporation
(Passco) by disposing of
the old stored wheat
through competit ive
bidding.

Passco has been
holding stocks of im-
ported wheat since 2022
and paying billions of
rupees in interest costs.

During discussions
in a recent meeting of the
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC), the
Ministry of National
Food Security & Re-
search explained the
background of the case
and the factors behind
the decision to go for
competitive bidding for
the sale of wheat stock.

These factors in-
cluded prevailing prices
of local wheat in the mar-
ket, probable escalation
in prices, quality and
ageing of imported
wheat, cost of storage,
reluctance of buyers and
the Passco winding-up
process.

It was highlighted
that the expected date for
the award of a contract
would be February 15,
with the lifting of wheat
by March 15, once the
decision was finalised.
The food security min-
istry and Passco held a
series of meetings and
consultations to deter-
mine the reserve price

NEWS DESK: Pakistan's
central bank chief ex-
pects the economy to
grow as much as 4.75%
this fiscal year, pushing
back against a recent
downgrade by the Inter-
national Monetary
Fund.

Governor Jameel
Ahmad, in written re-
sponses to Reuters, ar-
gued the recovery is
broader and more du-
rable than headline ex-
port data suggest.

The State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) raised its
FY26 growth forecast to
3.75–4.75%, 0.5% points
higher than its previous
range, despite a contrac-
tion in exports in the first
half of the year and a
widening trade deficit.

The governor said
differences in projec-
tions were not unusual
and reflected timing is-
sues, including the
IMF's incorporation of
flood-related assess-
ments in its latest out-
look.

"All these sources
and indicators, along
with FY26-Q1 data, point
to a broad-based recov-
ery in all three sectors of
the economy," he said.
He added that the cen-
tral bank believed that

agricultural activity had
remained resilient de-
spite floods, and "it is
even performing better
than its targets."

He added that fi-
nancial conditions had
eased significantly fol-
lowing a cumulative
1,150-basis-point cut in
the policy rate since
June 2024, and that the
full impact was still feed-
ing through. This, he
said, was supporting
growth while preserving
price and economic sta-
bility.

The central bank
last  month held its

benchmark rate at 10.5%,
defying expectations for
a cut.

The divergence
with the IMF comes at a
delicate moment for Pa-
kistan, which is emerg-
ing from a balance-of-
payments crisis under a
$7 bil l ion IMF
programme.

Export drag, remit-
tance cushion

Pakistan's previous
growth spurts have of-
ten led to currency pres-
sure and a decline in for-
eign exchange reserves,
making the
sustainability of the cur-

rent rebound a key ques-
tion for investors.

Ahmad said high-
frequency indicators
and 6% growth in large-
scale manufacturing in
July–November point to
strengthening demand,
while agriculture has re-
mained resilient despite
last year's floods, he
said.

While exports de-
clined in the first half of
the fiscal year, Ahmad
said the fall reflected low
global prices and border
disruptions rather than
softer activity.

He said the current

NEWS DESK: Oil prices
gained on Wednesday,
buoyed by escalating
risk as US–Iran talks re-
mained tenuous, while
signs of an easing sur-
plus spurred by better
demand support from
India also added
strength.

Brent crude oil fu-
tures were up 57 cents,
or 0.83 per cent, at $69.37
a barrel by 07:11 GMT.
US West Texas Interme-
diate crude rose 56
cents, or 0.88pc,  to
$64.52. “Oil retains a bull-
ish tail-risk bid as US-
Iran talks continue but
remain fragile, keeping
the Strait of Hormuz risk
premium supported amid
ongoing sanctions pres-
sure, tariff threats tied to
Iranian trade,  and
heightened US regional
military posture,” LSEG
analysts wrote in a re-
port. Iran’s foreign min-
istry spokesperson said
on Tuesday that nuclear
talks with the US allowed
Tehran to gauge
Washington’s serious-
ness and showed
enough consensus to
continue on the diplo-
matic track.

Diplomats from Iran
and the US held talks in
Oman last week in an ef-
fort to revive diplomacy,

NEWS DESK: The gov-
ernment on Tuesday re-
luctantly conceded that
the industrial sector
had, for the first time,
been fully freed from
cross-subsidy to com-
pete globally, as it dis-
closed a higher-than-
previously known finan-
cial impact of the newly
imposed fixed charges
on residential electricity
consumers.

At an almost one-
way public hearing on
Rs4.04 per unit average
cut in power rates for
industrial consumers
and imposition of fixed
charges on residential
consumers, industrial
consumers, power divi-
sion and the National
Electric Power Regula-
tory Authority (Nepra)
were all praise for each
other for a long overdue
“great move” and “first
step in the right direc-
tion”.

No representative
appeared on behalf of
more than 28.5 million
residential consumers
who will be subject to
the fixed charges.

The power division
team, led by Additional
Secretary Mehfooz
Bhatti and comprising
the chief financial officer
of Power Planning and
M a n a g e - m e n t

while taking into account
all the relevant factors.

The ECC was told
that wheat prices had
risen by Rs100 per 40 kg
in recent days, and the
increase may be added
to the proposed reserve
price for local wheat. Ac-
cordingly, they recom-
mended the price of

Rs4,400 per 40 kg for lo-
cal wheat and Rs4,070
for imported wheat.

The committee in-
quired about the dis-
posal plan for the remain-
ing stock, responding to
which the food ministry
explained that it would
be decided based on the
level of success in the

auction, market prices at
that time and the poten-
tial of the new crop. The
ECC agreed to review the
situation by the end of
February.  It  recom-
mended that proceeds of
the auction should be
used to cover the em-
ployee severance pack-
age and pay off bank li-

abilities.
The ECC consid-

ered the summary sub-
mitted by the Ministry
of National Food Secu-
rity regarding the dis-
posal of 500,000 metric
tons (±15% as per PPRA
rules) of Passco wheat
stock through competi-
tive bidding and ap-

account deficit should
stay within 0–1% of
GDP, as strong remit-
tances offset the wider
trade gap and lift re-
serves above
programme targets, with
further gains expected
due to Eid festival-re-
lated inflows.

"Additionally, if the
government decided to
tap global capital mar-
kets for any debt issu-
ance, then that would be
on the upside of our cur-
rent assessment," he
said.

Pakistan plans to
issue panda bonds, a
yuan-denominated debt
sold in China's domestic
market around the up-
coming Lunar New Year,
as part of efforts to di-
versify external financ-
ing and broaden its in-
vestor base.

He said the central
bank has been consis-
tently purchasing dollars
in the interbank market
to strengthen foreign ex-
change buffers, with
data published regularly.

He said that while
economic stability has
improved, structural re-
forms remain key to sus-
taining stronger growth
and improving produc-
tivity.

proved the proposal with
the stipulation that the
reserve price per 40 kg
of local

wheat shall  be
Rs4,450 and the price of
imported wheat shall be
Rs4,070 with efforts to
fetch maximum prices.

The ECC directed
the ministry to share

progress and updates
on the situation by the
end of February. It also
decided to clear the li-
abilities of banks and
employees of Passco.

Passco revealed
that as of April 1, 2025, it
was holding 2.448 million
metric tons of wheat. Of
this stock, Azad Jammu
& Kashmir had been al-
located 300,000 metric
tons and Gilgit-Baltistan
160,000 metric tons, leav-
ing 1.988 million tons for
disposal.

At present, Passco
is bearing a heavy finan-
cial burden on account
of bank mark-up, storage
and handling costs,
compounded by the
slow lifting of allocated
wheat by government
agencies. Owing to very
low demand from agen-
cies, the Passco board
recommended the dis-
posal of wheat stock
through open competi-
tive bidding as a viable
option in its 155th meet-
ing held on August 11,
2025.

Keeping in view the
prevailing market condi-
tions, the ECC was ap-
prised by the Ministry
of National Food Secu-
rity that because of the
aging imported stock
and the need to avoid
market distortion, the
Passco board of direc-
tors, in its 160th meeting
held on December 5,
2025, approved the dis-
posal of 500,000 metric
tons of wheat (imported

and local) on a First-In-
First-Out (FIFO) basis
through open competi-
tive bidding. The pro-
posed quantity com-
prised 294,994 tons of
imported wheat (2022
lot) and 250,006 tons of
local wheat.

The food ministry
said that on January 2,
2026, Passco manage-
ment proposed a reserve
price of Rs3,400-3,500
per 40 kg for local wheat
and Rs3,200-3,300 for im-
ported wheat. These
prices were based on
prevailing market rates at
that time.

However,  prices
rose in the local market
from January 8 to 15.
Consequently, the min-
istry constituted a com-
mittee for fresh determi-
nation of reserve prices.
The committee met on
January 16 and after de-
tailed deliberations and
consideration of all rel-
evant factors, it recom-
mended indicative re-
serve prices ranging
from Rs4,180 to Rs4,290
per 40 kg for local wheat
and from Rs3,900 to
Rs4,070 for imported
wheat (inclusive of
taxes).

Based on these
prices, the estimated fi-
nancial loss from the dis-
posal of 500,000 tons
ranged from Rs13 billion
to Rs22.11 billion. Sepa-
rately, the annual carry-
ing cost of the proposed
quantity was estimated
at over Rs11 billion.

after US President
Donald Trump posi-
tioned a naval flotilla in
the region, raising fears
of new military action.

While oil prices
first eased after Oman’s
foreign minister said dis-
cussions tied to the US-
Iran talks with Iran’s top
security official were
productive, hopes of a
peaceful resolution were
later dashed following
reports that the US may
send a second aircraft
carrier to the Middle East
if talks fail, ANZ analysts
said in a note.

Trump said on
Tuesday he was consid-
ering sending a second

aircraft carrier to the
Middle East, even as
Washington and Tehran
prepare to resume nego-
tiations aimed at avert-
ing a new conflict.

Also supporting oil
prices were signs of eas-
ing surplus, as markets
absorbed some surplus
barrels seen in the last
quarter of 2025. “With
mainstream oil on water
returning to normal lev-
els and demand for it in
India rising, oil prices are
likely to remain sup-
ported in the near term,”
Vortexa market analyst
Xavier Tang said.

Indian refiners are
avoiding Russian oil

purchases to help New
Delhi seal a trade pact
with Washington, in turn
stepping up purchases
of oil from the Middle
East and West Africa.

Traders are also
waiting for weekly US oil
inventory data from the
Energy Information Ad-
ministration on Wednes-
day. Analysts polled by
Reuters estimated on
average that crude in-
ventories rose by about
800,000 barrels in the
week to February 6,
while distillate and gaso-
line inventories likely
fell by about 1.3 million
barrels and 400,000 bar-
rels, respectively.

NEWS DESK: : Sales of
cars, pickups, vans and
sport utility vehicles
clocked in at 23,055 units
in January, marking a 43-
month high, reflecting a
36 per cent year-on-year
(YoY) and 74pc month-
on-month (MoM) in-
crease.

Cumulative sales
rose 43pc to 111,377
units in 7MFY26, up
from 77,686 units in
7MFY25. Myesha Sohail
of Topline Securi-ties
said the sharp MoM
surge was largely driven
by new-year registra-
tions, as customers typi-
cally delay deliveries to
secure January registra-
tions for better resale
value.

The strong YoY
growth was supported
by new market entrants,
lower interest rates, eas-
ing inflation, and im-
proving macroeconomic
sentiment, she said.

Sazgar Engineering
Works Ltd (SEWL) re-
ported all-time high
sales of 2,004 units in
January, up 72pc MoM.
SEWL sales in 7MFY26
were 9,214, up by 49pc
YoY.

Tractor demand
shrinks, truck and bus
sales surge to record
high

Indus Motor Com-
pany (IMC) and Honda
Atlas Cars Ltd (HCAR)
recorded 43-month high
sales in January, she
added.

HACL posted
growth of 64pc YoY and
86pc MoM to 3,620 units
in January.

Honda City and
Civic models sales rose
69pc YoY and 93pc MoM
to 3,364 units, which
were a 43-month high.
BRV and HRV models
surged by 14pc YoY and
25pc MoM to 256 units
in January. HACL sold
15,659 units in 7MFY26,
up by 68pc YoY.

IMC posted a 52pc
YoY and 119pc MoM
growth to 5,060 units.
Corolla, Yaris and Cross
sales together went up
90pc YoY and 93pc MoM
to 4,078 units.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Fortuner and IMVs fell
17pc YoY but rose to 982
units in January from
196 units in December
2025. Total IMC sales
during 7MFY26 were

25,623, showing a
growth of 61pc YoY.

In 2 and 3-wheelers,
sales increased by 31pc
YoY and 13pc MoM to
181,790 units in January,
marking an all-time high.
This took cumulative
7MFY26 sales to 1.1m
units, up 32pc YoY.

Atlas Honda Ltd
(AHL), the maker of the
popular CD70 bike, yet
again recorded all-time
high monthly sales of
157,059 units in January.

Tractor sales
posted a decline of 9pc
YoY and 26pc MoM to
2,505 units in January,
while total sales (Fiat
and Millat) in 7MFY26
fell by 23pc to 15,434
units YoY.

Truck and bus sales
surged by 77pc YoY and
three times MoM to
1,101 units in January, to
an all-time high. During
7MFY26, total sales
surged by 92pc to 4,633
units YoY.

Myesha Sohail ex-
pects positive momen-
tum in auto sales to con-
tinue in 2026, supported
by lower interest rates
and new hybrid and
plug-in hybrid models.

Com-pany (PPMC),
Naveed Qaiser, reported
that fixed charges would
be collected from resi-
dential consumers at the
rate of Rs200-675 per kilo-
watt a month and not
Rs200-675 per connec-
tion per month.

This means the
charge will be linked to
the sanctioned load re-
gardless of consump-
tion.

A consumer with a
2kW sanctioned load
would pay Rs400 per
month at a Rs200 per kW
rate, while a 5kW con-
sumer would pay
Rs2,500 per month at
Rs500 per kW. A 6kW
sanctioned load would
attract Rs4,050 per
month at Rs675 per kW.

Mr Qaiser said it
was also for the first
time that a two-part tar-
iff would be charged to
consumers to cater for
the Rs2.56 trillion annual
fixed cost of capacity.
While the move reduces
about Rs101bn cross-
subsidy from industrial
consumers, the recovery
of fixed charge would
increase by Rs132bn, to
Rs355bn (10 per cent)
from Rs223bn (7pc) at
present, excluding 18pc
GST and other sur-
charges and duties.

He said that about
Rs31bn to be collected
through fixed charges
would be used to reduce
the variable tariff of con-
sumers using more than
300 units per month to

minimise their incentive
to move away from the
national grid, while the
remaining Rs101bn
would be used to ease
the industrial burden.

Mr Bhatti said the
industrial tariff would
now come down to
around 11.50 cents per
unit from around 13, al-
though it was still higher
than regional competi-
tors, but involved no
cross-subsidy.

Separately, the fi-
nancial advisory firm
Optimus Capital Man-
agement worked out the
average power tariff for
protected consumers in
the first 100-unit slab,
increasing by 76pc or
Rs8 per unit due to the
fixed charge.
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Pakistan’s spirited fightback falls short in
narrow loss to Australia

India call Pakistan 'quality side' ahead of T20
World Cup clash

Sesko strikes late to rescue West Ham draw

South Africa beat Afghanistan in double super
over thriller at T20 World Cup

All-round Pakistan outclass USA by 32 runs in T20 World Cup showdown
NEWS DESK:Pakistan
beat the United States
by 32 runs in their T20
World Cup Group A
game at the Sinhalese
Sports Club Ground in
Colombo on Tuesday.

The win avenged
Pakistan's shock defeat
at the hands of USA in
the T20 World Cup two
years ago and handed
them a second win in as
many games following
their close three-wicket
win over the Nether-
lands on February 7.

Pakistan posted a
target of 191, and in re-
sponse,  the United
States managed a re-
spectable 158-8 in their
20 overs, with strong
performances from
opener Shayan Jahangir
(49 off 34) and middle-
order batsman Shubham
Ranjane (51 off 30).

Usman Tariq was
the pick of the bowlers
for Pakistan, securing
figures of 3-27 in his four
overs,  while Shadab
Khan contributed with a
decent 3-26 in his spell.
Meanwhile, pacer
Shaheen Shah Afridi and
spinners Mohammad
Nawaz and Abrar
Ahmed bagged a wicket
each.

"It was a clinical
performance as we bat-
ted really well to post
190 and we knew we
could defend that," said
Pakistan captain Salman
Agha.

"There is always
room for improvement,
we'd like to bowl better
in the powerplay before
the next game," he
added.

USA captain
Monank Patel said, "We
were in the game in the
powerplay but again in
the middle overs we
couldn't show intent and
lost wickets."

Pakistan's next
game is against arch-ri-
vals India in Colombo on
Sunday, a game only
cleared by Pakistan gov-
ernment on Monday af-
ter initially announcing
a boycott of it.

Earlier, Pakistan
Opener Sahibzada
Farhan hit a robust half-
century, hit ting five
sixes and six fours in his
41-ball 73, and was aided
by a brilliant 32-ball 46
by Babar Azam (four
fours, one six) as Paki-
stan, who were sent in
to bat, took advantage
of a good batting pitch.

Farhan and fellow

NEWS DESK: India said
on Tuesday it would be
"a challenge" to face a
"quality" Pakistan team
in Colombo after
Islamabad decided to
play the blockbuster T20
World Cup clash.

The federal govern-
ment late on Monday
ended a week-long
stand-off by rescinding
its order for the cricket
team to boycott the Feb-
ruary 15 match.

"It's great that the
game is back on, we kind
of never changed the
preparation," said India
assistant coach Ryan
ten Doeschate.

India will face a sec-
ond Group A match
against  Namibia on
Thursday in New Delhi
before flying to Sri
Lanka. It means a quick
turnaround for Sunday's
match, the biggest and
most lucrative clash in
world cricket. "It's going
to be a challenge going
to Colombo where Paki-
stan have been for the
last two weeks," added
Doeschate. He further
said, "We are delighted
to have another chance
to play against a quality
side in the first phase of
the tournament. We are
fully focused on just
bringing our best game
to that fixture."

Pakistan's decision
to go ahead with the
match was hailed today
as an outbreak of "good
sense" and "good for
cricket".

A frantic weekend
of negotiations saw the
International Cricket

NEWS DESK:
Pakistan’s hockey
team suffered a heart-
breaking 3-2 loss to
world number five
Australia in the FIH
Pro League on Tues-
day, denied by a con-
troversial video re-
view in the dying sec-
onds of a gripping en-
counter here at the
Tasmania Hockey
Centre.

The Green Shirts,
showing tremendous
spirit after a difficult
first leg, fought back
from two goals down
only to see win
snatched away.

Australia’s Tim
Brand had given the
hosts a commanding
first-half lead with

goals in the second
and 19th minutes, capi-
talising on dominant
possession that left
Australian debutant
goalkeeper Magnus
McCausland a spec-
tator. Another Tasma-
nian debutant,
Lachelie Rogers, was
denied a dream debut
moment when his shot
hit the post.

Pakistan’s resur-
gence began in the fi-
nal quarter.

Ahmed Nadeem
ignited the comeback
with a superb field goal
in the 49th minute.
The momentum
swung decisively
when Sufyan Khan
hammered home a
penalty corner in the

53rd minute, levelling
the score at 2-2 and
exposing Australia’s
surprising inefficiency
from nine set-piece
chances.

With the match
poised for a draw, con-
troversy struck. A pen-
alty corner was
awarded to Australia
in the 58th minute af-
ter a referral, a deci-
sion Pakistan hotly
contested. Blake
Govers converted to
restore Australia’s
lead. In a final cruel
twist, Pakistan earned
what seemed a last-
gasp penalty corner
with five seconds re-
maining, only for the
decision to be over-
turned after another

opener Saim Ayub, who
scored 17-ball 19 with
two sixes, put on 54 in
five overs before Paki-
stan lost two wickets in
the sixth over of the in-
nings bowled by
Shadley van Schalkwyk.
Ayub was caught off a

slower one while skipper
Salman Agha holed out
on the deep square-leg
boundary for one.

Farhan and Azam
then put on an 81-run
third-wicket stand as Pa-
kistan cut loose in the
middle overs. Farhan

passed 1,000 T20 inter-
national runs in his 41st
match before he was
caught in the covers off
spinner Harmeet Singh
in the 16th over.

Shadab launched
an assault to score 30 off
12 balls before Pakistan

lost five wickets for just
13 runs in the last two
overs.Schalkwyk was
the best USA bowler
with 4-25, following his
four-wicket haul against
India in the 29-run defeat
on Saturday.

Meanwhile, Afridi

became the seventh Pa-
kistan player to com-
plete the milestone of
100 T20I matches after
playing against  the
USA.

Prior to the match,
Afridi received a com-
memorative cap from fel-

low pacer Naseem Shah
in recognition of the
achievement.

The T20 World
Cup, co-hosted by India
and Sri Lanka, began on
February 7 but was over-
shadowed after
Bangladesh refused to
play in India citing secu-
rity concerns amid
soured political rela-
tions between the
neighbours.

Bangladesh were
replaced by Scotland in
the tournament after the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) rejected
their request to move
their matches to Sri
Lanka.

Pakistan expressed
solidarity with
Bangladesh and pro-
tested the ICC decision,
subsequently announc-
ing that the national
team would not play
against India.

The development
to reverse Pakistan's
boycott followed nego-
tiations that included
the ICC and the cricket
boards of Pakistan and
Bangladesh, along with
consultations among
national leaders nations
such as Sri Lanka and the
United Arab Emirates.

successful Australian
video referral.

The agonising loss
extends a challenging
run for Pakistan, who
arrived in Australia
after four straight de-
feats in Argentina.

Their campaign
began with losses to
the Netherlands (5-2,
7-3) and Argentina (3-
2, 5-1).

Pakistan must
now regroup quickly
for a demanding
schedule.

They face Ger-
many on Wednesday,
before a chance for
redemption against
Australia on Friday
and conclude the leg
against Germany
again on Saturday.

NEWS DESK: South
Africa prevailed in a
double super over thriller
as Afghanistan came up
agonisingly short of a fa-
mous victory after their
T20 World Cup clash
ended in a tie on
Wednesday.

Afghanistan were
187 all out after South
Africa scored 187-6 in
Ahmedabad.

The teams were tied
again after a breathless
first  super over saw
them both score 18, be-
fore South Africa won off
the final ball of a heart-
thumping second sud-
den-death showdown.

After South Africa
bludgeoned 23 from their

second super over and
Afghanistan lost a
wicket off the second
ball  of theirs,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz
was left needing four
sixes off four balls for an
unlikely victory.

Gurbaz sensation-
ally launched Keshav
Maharaj into the crowd
three times with some
huge blows.

A wide off the fifth
ball meant Afghanistan
still needed six to win
but now a four would
send it, incredibly, to a
third super over.

With nerves jan-
gling and pulses racing,
the left-arm spinner held
his nerve to bowl a wide

yorker that saw Gurbaz
smack into the grateful
hands of Davis Miller at
point as he looked to hit
a boundary. It was South
Africa's second win in as
many matches in Group
D to be placed second
behind toppers New
Zealand.

A few minutes ear-
lier, after Gurbaz scored
a brilliant 42-ball 84 in
the chase, Afghanistan
had needed 13 off the
last over of the match to
win with one wicket in
hand.

After Kagiso
Rabada bowled two no
balls and a wide and
Noor Ahmad hit a six, Af-
ghanistan needed two

to win off three balls.
But Noor was run

out going for the the
winning second run with
the scores level.

South Africa pace
bowler Lungi Ngidi was
named player of the
match after his 3-26 in
four overs. "I've lost so
much weight today,"
said a smiling Ngidi.
"Never been that
stressed in my life in a
cricket game. Happy to
come out on the winning
side."

Quinton de Kock
(59) and Ryan Rickelton
(61) were the manstays
of South Africa's innings
as they put on 114 for
the second wicket.

Council  (ICC) and
Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) chiefs fly to
Lahore on Sunday for
talks with the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB).

The governments
of Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka both wrote to
Islamabad on Monday
urging it to change its
stance and allow the
game to go ahead.

After "multilateral
discussions, as well as
the request of friendly
countries, the Govern-
ment of Pakistan hereby
directs the Pakistan Na-
tional Cricket Team to
take the field on Febru-
ary 15", the government
said on its official X ac-
count late on Monday
night. The decision had
been taken with the aim
of "protecting the spirit
of cricket", it added.

'Good for cricket'
Former India crick-

eter Madan Lal told AFP
today that it was "good

for cricket". "We want
strong teams to play so
that the charm of the
World Cup is not lost,"
he added.

Sri Lanka, who will
host the match which
generates multi-millions
of dollars in advertising,
broadcast rights, spon-
sorship and tourism,
also praised the deci-
sion. Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Anura Kumara
Dissanayake, in a social
media post,  thanked
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif for "ensuring the
game we all love goes
on". Veteran Indian jour-
nalist Pradeep Magazine
told AFP "good sense
has prevailed on all
sides". Financial consid-
erations would have
been taken into account,
he added. "Everyone
realised that losing the
revenue from an India-
Pakistan match would
have been a loss-loss
situation for all ICC

member nations," he
said.

Also Read: Paki-
stani-born players shine
for other nations – tal-
ent surplus or system
failure?

The 20-team tour-
nament has been over-
shadowed by an acrimo-
nious political build-up.

Bangladesh, who
refused to play in India
cit ing security con-
cerns, were replaced by
Scotland. As a protest,
Pakistan ordered the
team not to face co-
hosts India in the Group
A fixture. Pakistan, who
edged out Netherlands
in the tournament opener
on Saturday, would have
conceded two points if
they had forfeited the
match. Pakistan will play
all their T20 World Cup
matches in Sri Lanka as
part of an ICC deal that
ensures the two nations
only meet on neutral ter-
ritory.

NEWS DESK: Ben-
jamin Sesko saved
Michael Carrick's un-
beaten start as
Manchester United
interim manager with
a last-gasp equaliser in
Tuesday's 1-1 draw
against struggling
West Ham.

Trailing to Tomas
Soucek's second half
goal at the London
Stadium, Carrick was
seconds away from
his first defeat in five
matches before Sesko
struck at the death.

Carrick had
revitalised United with
wins over Manchester
City, Arsenal, Fulham
and Tottenham since
replacing the sacked
Ruben Amorim.

The former
United midfielder is
only in charge until the
end of the season, but
his flying start has
seen him tipped to win
the job on a permanent
basis.

This disjointed dis-
play was the least im-
pressive of his brief
reign, but Carrick will
take heart from the
way his players re-

fused to accept de-
feat.

United held onto
fourth place in the
Premier League, one
point ahead of fifth-
placed Chelsea in the
race to qualify for the
Champions League.

T h i r d - b o t t o m
West Ham's failure to
hold onto the lead left
them two points be-
hind fourth-bottom
Nottingham Forest in
the relegation battle.

Forest play their
game in hand against
bottom of the table
Wolves on Wednes-
day.

United fan Frank
Ilett was denied his
long-awaited haircut
by the draw.

Ilett has racked up
more than two million
social media followers
since pledging in Oc-
tober 2024 to grow his
hair until United se-
cured five victories in
a row. Now he will
have to hope United
embark on another
winning streak before
he can get the scissors
out.

West Ham for-

ward Crysencio
Summerville had five
goals in his previous
five games and he al-
most made it six with
a stinging strike that
Senne Lammens
pushed away at full
stretch.

United struggled
to find any rhythm for
long periods of the
first half.

They created a
rare threat from
Bruno Fernandes' cor-
ner, with Luke Shaw's
close-range effort
cleared off the line by
Aaron Wan-Bissaka.

United's forwards
were starved of ser-
vice and when Amad
Diallo had a sight of
goal, he fired into the
side-netting from an
acute angle just before
the interval.

Carrick's men
paid for their lethargy
five minutes into the
second half.

Unable to trap
West Ham with a high
press, United were
caught flat-footed by
an incisive break.

Soucek picked out
Jarrod Bowen on the

right flank and made a
perfectly timed run to
meet the England
forward's low cross
with a flicked finish
from five yards.

It was a sloppy
goal to concede, with
Shaw and Kobbie
Mainoo both guilty of
slow reactions as the
move gathered steam.

United were de-
nied a 63rd minute
equaliser after
Casemiro's header
was ruled out for
offside following a
VAR review.

Carrick's side
dominated the closing
stages but it appeared
their final chance had
gone when Joshua
Zirkzee headed inches
wide from close-range
in stoppage-time.

However, there
was a sting in the tale
for West Ham as
Sesko levelled with
just seconds left.

Bryan Mbeumo
swung in a teasing
cross and Sesko deftly
guided his finish past
West Ham keeper
Mads Hermansen
from 10 yards.
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Punjab govt pledges Rs10bn for Frontier Corps to
bolster Balochistan’s security

Terrorist attack on police post in Bannu
foiled; 3 attackers killed, 9 injured

Army is national force, not of any district, Asif tells Achakzai

PM orders NEPRA appeal to protect existing solar
users after net metering overhaul

SHC orders govt to withdraw
MPO notification

NEWS DESK: Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz has announced a
Rs10 billion allocation
for the Frontier Corps
(FC) to strengthen the
force’s capacity-build-
ing and bolster security
in Balochistan.

Addressing FC
headquarters during her
visit to Balochistan on
Tuesday, she paid trib-
ute to those serving in
Balochistan under diffi-
cult and dangerous cir-
cumstances.

In her speech,
which was aired on
Wednesday, Maryam
shared that she found
out a few months ago
that the FC required
Rs10 billion for “capac-
ity building”.

“I was asked to
contribute whatever
Punjab could,” she
stated. “I decided it was
not a favour … it was a
responsibility. I said we
will provide them the
entire Rs10bn.”

The chief minister
highlighted that the al-
location aimed to en-
hance operational readi-
ness and strengthen se-
curity efforts in
Balochistan, particularly
in light of recent threats
and attacks.

CM Maryam’s visit
came in the wake of a
spate of attacks across
Balochistan on January
31, which brought parts
of the restive province
to a standstill for several
days. Security forces
had responded by kill-
ing a total of 216 terror-
ists during “Operation
Radd-ul-Fitna-1” in the
province.

During her speech,
Maryam expressed deep
concern for the safety of
security personnel and
acknowledged the sacri-
fices being made daily to
defend the country.

“I worry about your
safety because you are
fighting for me, for the
nation, and for this coun-

try … and you are sacri-
ficing your lives,” she
told the FC gathering.

“Despite the chal-
lenges you are facing
here, fighting for your
people, I salute your
bravery from the depths
of my heart,” she said.

“On behalf of
Nawaz Sharif, who has
special  love for
Balochistan, and on be-
half of the people of
Punjab, I not only thank
you but salute you.
Balochistan is not alone
— Punjab stands with
Balochistan at every
moment.” ‘Whoever
weakens Pakistan is
worst enemy, whether
external or internal’ The
Punjab CM also issued

a stern warning against
forces attempting to
destabilise the country.
Maryam stressed that
there should be no “grey
area” in the people’s or
the political leadership’s
minds, calling for an “in-
discriminate decision”.

“Whoever weakens
Pakistan is not a friend
but the worst enemy,
whether external or inter-
nal,” she declared.

Highlighting the
evolving nature of
threats, she stressed
that the country was fac-
ing not only conven-
tional terrorism but also
“fifth-generation war-
fare” and psychological
operations aimed at at-
tacking the nation’s

unity and mindset.
“It’s not just physi-

cal warfare that we are
facing. We are facing
fifth-generation warfare,
which is psychological
warfare.  They have
come with great prepa-
ration and attacked our
minds,” Maryam said.

Calling for political
honesty and clarity, she
emphasised the impor-
tance of acknowledging
past realities in the fight
against terrorism.

Recalling the
Islamabad incident, the
Punjab CM stated that
even places of worship
were not spared.

“Until some of our
leaders keep calling ter-
rorists ‘our brothers’ —
[which happened] from
2018 to 2022 — […] I am
not saying anything po-
litical, but this is a deci-
sion that the nation must
make,” she added.

“The day the
Islamabad attack hap-
pened, I immediately
posted on my Twitter
account that we ought to
make a tough decision as
a nation, which is that
we must call black if it is
black, and white if it is
white; there is no grey
area in our minds,”
Maryam said.

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Wednesday in-
structed the power divi-
sion to immediately file
an appeal with the Na-
tional Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) to review the
new solar regulations in
an effort to protect exist-
ing contracts for current
solar users, said a state-
ment issued by the Prime
Minister's Office.

Nepra abolished the
exchange of electricity
units in solar net meter-
ing on Monday and re-
placed it with a net bill-
ing framework under the
Prosumer Regulations
2026, sparking wide-
spread criticism from
politicians, former offi-
cials, and energy experts,
who argue i t will
disincentivise rooftop
solar adoption and
worsen power sector in-
efficiencies. At present,
the buyback rate for so-
lar net generation is
Rs25.9 per unit, which
may be reduced to Rs11
per unit. The contract
period has been reduced
from seven to five years.
The burden of capacity
payments is being
shifted to solar consum-
ers now. Under the new
rules, utilities will be re-
quired to purchase ex-
cess electricity from
prosumers, households,
businesses and indus-
tries generating up to
one megawatt at the na-
tional average energy
purchase price, while
selling electricity back to
them at the applicable
consumer tariff, effec-
tively ending one-to-one
net metering.

A high-level special
meeting, chaired by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif,  was held in
Islamabad today to dis-
cuss the issuance of the
new regulations by
Nepra. The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar,
Federal Ministers Ahad
Khan Cheema, Attaullah
Tarar, Ali Pervaiz Malik,
Sardar Owais Khan
Laghari, Minister of
State Bilal Azhar Kiani,
Privatisation Advisor
Muhammad Ali, and
other senior officials.

The prime minister
emphasised that the bur-
den on 466,000 solar us-
ers should not fall on the
more than 37.6 million
consumers relying
solely on the national

grid. A comprehensive
plan will be developed
by the Power Division to
address this, the state-
ment added.

The new buyback
rate has not yet been of-
ficially notified, but was
discussed at Rs11 per
unit during stakeholder
consultations. Solar net
consumers will have to
pay the net difference to
Discos once the ex-
change-of-units regime
comes to an end.

The policy will not
apply to existing con-
sumers, but after con-
tract expiry, Discos have
been authorised either to
terminate agreements or
shift users to the new
policy framework.

The power regula-
tor has overhauled the
country's net metering

regime, moving rooftop
solar and other small
generators to a new 'net
billing' system under the
NEPRA (Prosumer)
Regulations, 2026, fun-
damentally changing
how electricity produc-
ers are paid and repeal-
ing the decade-old
framework. Under the
new rules, notified on
Monday by Nepra, utili-
ties will be required to
purchase excess elec-
tricity from prosumers -
households,  busi-
nesses, and industries
generating up to one
megawatt - at the na-
tional average energy
purchase price, while
selling electricity back to
them at the applicable
consumer tariff, effec-
tively ending one-to-one
net metering. The regu-

lations apply to solar,
wind, and biogas sys-
tems and take effect im-
mediately, replacing the
Nepra Alternative and
Renewable Energy Dis-
tributed Generation and
Net Metering Regula-
tions, 2015. The Power
Minister Awais Leghari
on Tuesday defended
the move, stating,
“These are a change in
the regulations, and it is
the job of the regulator
to change them as per
the law and the Consti-
tution." He said the
regulations were not be-
ing changed for the first
time. "NEPRA has not
changed anyone’s
agreement, and we have
not said anything to the
existing 466,000 net me-
tering consumers,"
Leghari added.

Local PML-N leader’s residence
attacked in Bajaur

NEWS DESK: A ma-
jor terrorist attack on a
police post in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu
district was foiled on
Wednesday, with secu-
rity forces killing three
attackers and injuring
nine others.

T e r r o r i s t s
launched a late-night
assault on the Khonia
Khel Police Post in the
district’s Wazir sub-di-
vision with heavy
weapons, intending to
seize control of the fa-
cility. A large number
of attackers attempted
to surround the police
post, however, police
personnel deployed at
the installation were
alert and responded to
the threat promptly.

The effective re-
sponse by the law en-
forcers forced the mili-
tants to retreat.

On the directives
of RPO Bannu Sajjad
Khan and DPO Bannu
Yasir Afridi, additional
police contingents,
along with Quick Re-
sponse Force (QRF)
and Rapid Response

Force (RRF) units,
were immediately dis-
patched to the scene,
compelling the militants
to flee.

According to a
press release issued by
the police, three terror-
ists were killed and nine
others were injured
during the operation,
dealing a significant
blow to their network.

One of the slain
militants was identified
as terrorist com-
mander Umar Azam
alias Khizmeti, while
another was identified
as Shahidullah. The
identification process
of the third militant is
underway.

During the ex-
change of fire, one po-
lice officer sustained
minor injuries but is
reported to be out of
danger.

Police further
stated that, in an appar-
ent attempt to avenge
the killing of their as-
sociates, militants also
tried to attack
Ahmadzai Police Sta-
tion and Fateh Khel Po-

lice Post last night.
However, both attempts
were thwarted, and the
attackers fled the
scene.

RPO Bannu Sajjad
Khan praised the brav-
ery and professional-
ism of the police per-
sonnel and announced
commendation certifi-
cates and cash rewards
for the officers in-
volved.

He reiterated that
operations against anti-
state elements will con-
tinue without discrimi-
nation.

Bannu district has
been the scene of re-
peated security inci-
dents in recent months,
with both civilians and
local security forces
coming under attack
amid a broader surge in
militant violence.

Violence in Bannu
has included attacks on
police and jirga mem-
bers, prompting tar-
geted operations by
police and security
forces in various locali-
ties to disrupt militant
networks.

NEWS DESK: Uni-
dentified assailants at-
tacked the house of a
local PML-N leader,
N a w a b z a d a
Waheeduddin Khan,
in Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a ’ s
Bajaur district late on
Tuesday night, dam-
aging the main gate,
police and party
sources said.

The bombing oc-
curred at around
1:30am at Waheed’s
residence in the Haji
Lawang area on the
outskirts of Khar
tehsil.

According to pre-
liminary investigations,
the attack was carried
out with hand grenades
allegedly thrown by
unknown assailants.

A senior police
official told Dawn that
a team from a nearby
police post was imme-
diately dispatched to
the area to search for
the attackers.

He added that an
investigation was un-
derway to determine
the motive behind the
attack and identify
those responsible. No
group had claimed re-
sponsibility for the in-
cident at the time this
report was filed.

In a post on his
official Facebook
page, PML-N provin-
cial senior vice-presi-
dent Shahabuddin
Khan strongly con-
demned the attack on
the house of his
brother and party

leader.
“Thanks to Allah

that no loss of life was
reported in the attack,”
he wrote, urging the
federal government,
police, and other law
enforcement agencies
to conduct an immedi-
ate inquiry and bring
the perpetrators to jus-
tice. He said such cow-
ardly acts would not
weaken their resolve.

Waheed, a mem-
ber of the notable
Nawab of Khar fam-
ily, was not at home at
the time of the attack
and is currently in
Peshawar. Expressing
concern over the inci-
dent in a social media
post, he said his fam-
ily members were
safe.

NEWS DESK: The
Constitutional Bench
of the Sindh High
Court (SHC) has or-
dered the provincial
government to with-
draw the Maintenance
of Public Order notifi-
cation, terming it un-
constitutional and in
violation of established
legal principles.

The bench gave
the order while hear-
ing petitions filed
against the “preven-
tive detention” of PTI
workers on Tuesday.

The counsel for
the petitioners, Barris-
ter Ali Tahir, informed
the court that the ille-
gal detentions were
affecting more than

187 families. He ar-
gued that his clients
were being held under
false claims of dis-
turbing public order,
and that police were
conducting illegal raids
on their homes.

Speaking to the
media after the hear-
ing, PTI leader
Haleem Adil Sheikh
condemned the ac-
tions of the provincial
government.

“More than 400
PTI workers are in
jails across Sindh, and
more than 100 people
are illegally held in po-
lice stations.

The use of MPO
detentions is a blatant
violation of the Consti-

tution,” he said. “This
rotten system has
been exposed.”

The judicial com-
mission formed to in-
vestigate the Gul Plaza
tragedy has formally
begun its work under
the leadership of Jus-
tice Agha Faisal of
Sindh High Court.

The Sindh High
Court (SHC) on Tues-
day disposed of con-
stitutional petitions re-
lated to the Gul Plaza
fire tragedy,

after the judicial
inquiry commission
was constituted to con-
duct a transparent and
comprehensive inves-
tigation into the inci-
dent.

NEWS DESK:
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif told the
National Assembly on
Wednesday that the Pa-
kistan Army does not
belong to any single
province or district but
represents the entire na-
tion.

Responding to re-
marks by Leader of the
Opposition Mahmood
Khan Achakzai, who
purportedly said the
army belongs to only
four districts, Asif said:
“While Mahmood
Achakzai may hold his
views, he should not at-
tack the military. The Pa-
kistan Army is not the
army of any province or
district. Its character is
national.”

He said that in the
past five years, 3,141
personnel have been
martyred across Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
Balochistan,  Gilgit-
Baltistan,  Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab
and Sindh.

“In this war against
terrorism, we suffer
losses every day,” he
added.

Providing figures

from 2021 to February
2026, Asif said: “From
2021 to February 2026,
170 officers have laid
down their lives. Junior
commissioned officers
have given 212, and sol-
diers 2,759 martyrdoms.”

He said Azad
Jammu and Kashmir ac-
counted for 2,034
deaths.  “From
Balochistan, our forces
have given 103 martyrs,
and from Gilgit-Baltistan
161. Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa has seen
534, Punjab 1,657, and
Sindh 452 sacrifices by

our armed forces.”
Asif criticised what

he called irresponsible
statements by the oppo-
sition. “The Leader of
the Opposition is a na-
tional office. Such an ir-
responsible statement
demeans this position.
This is a war of the en-
tire nation, not of a
single district.”

He cautioned law-
makers against putting
politics above national
unity. “Do not cross the
line drawn in blood to
protect personal poli-
tics. Mahmood Khan

Achakzai may be imi-
tated, but I have a long-
standing relationship
with him,” he said.

The minister said no
place was safe and that
even mosques were no
longer secure. He also
questioned the lack of
reaction over attacks on
Punjabis in Balochistan.
“When Punjabis are
shot, there is rarely any
outcry from
Balochistan.”

He added: “Those
who sacrifice do not
question; their first and
last loyalty is to their

country.”
Referring to Afghan

migration, Asif said: “No
longer does a foreigner
sit at the helm in Af-
ghanistan; it is their own
government made of Af-
ghans, so they should
return. The reasons for
Afghan migration have
ended.”

“Every province
has shed blood in the
fight against terrorism.
We have no differences
regarding the Constitu-
tion and principles. We
will account for every
single drop of our
blood,” he said.

Earlier, Achakzai
told the House: “Paki-
stan is our country. We
want our share accord-
ing to population. We
want our share in gover-
nance.”

He criticised past
remarks about ethnic
groups and provinces,
saying: “When you call
Afghanistan the fifth
province, your relations
cannot be right. You had
said Bengalis are not fit
for the army.”

“You gave us pun-
ishments for supporting
democracy.


