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Flour Prices Rise Across Blochlstan, Families
Struggle to Make Ends Meet

Syed Ali Shal

For many families in Quetta and
other parts of Balochistan, buy-
ing flour has become an every-
day wor

Afresh increase in prices has
pushed this basic kitchen staple
beyond the reach of countless
houscholds, hitting daily wage
carners and low-income familics
the hardest.

In crowded markets, shop-
pers can_be seen comparing
prices in frustration, while many
return home with smaller quanti-
ties (hzm usual.

ur income hasn’t in-
creased, but food prices keep
going up,” said a labourer at a
Tocal market, echoing the con-
cerns of many others.

Shopkeepers and flour sell-
ers blame the hike on supply is-
sues linked to Punjab. According

to traders, court-related matters
and administrative hurdles in
Punjab have disrupted the
smooth movement of wheat and
flour, creating shortages in
Balochistan.

Some sellers say they are
now receiving limited stock, forc-
ing them to sell at higher prices
and restrict sales to just two or
three bags per customer—an es-
pecially tough blow for poorer
buyers.

Balochistan’s Food Minister,
Noor Muhammad Dumar has ac-
knowledged the public’s con-
cerns.

He stated that the provincial
government is closely watching
the situation and will contact the
chief minister of Punjab to advise
against any steps that could in-
terfere with the inter-provincial
supply of wheat and flour.

“Ensuring smooth move-
ment of food supplies is critical,”

he said, stressing that shortages
only worsen public suffering.

Meanwhile, citizens are urg-
ing the Balochistan Food Depart-
ment to step in decisively—by
stabilizing supplies, monitoring
‘markets, and enforcing price con-
trols.

For now, families across the
province wait anxiously, hoping
for swift action before an essen-
tial food item slips even further
out of reach.

Balochistan’s Tree Plantation Drive Must Go
Beyond Ceremonies

Quetta Voice Report:

Every spring, usually between
February and March, Balochistan
witnesses the launch of tree plan-
tation campaigns. Saplings are
planted at official ceremonies,
photographs circulate on social
media, and hopeful statements are
issued about a greener future.
While these efforts matter, they
fall short of what the province
truly needs.

Balochistan is one of the
most climate-vulnerable regions
in Pakistan and ranks among the
hardest-hit areas globally by cli-
mate change. Rising tempera-
tures, recurring droughts, shrink-
ing water resources, and disap-
pearing wildlife are no longer dis-
tant threats—they are daily reali-
ties for communities across the
province. In such circumstances,
tree plantation cannot remain a
symbolicactivity limited to head-
lines and hashtags.

at is reqmred is a serious
shift toward sustainable planta-
tion. Planting a sapling is only the
first step. Ensuring its survival—
through protection, irrigation,
‘monitoring, and community own-
ership—is what makes a differ-
ence. The success of plantation
drives should be measured by
how many trees survive after one,
three, or five years, not by the
number of photo sessions held.

The Forest and Wildlife De-
partment must move beyond pub-

and fo-

local ‘must be made

does not need un-

licity-driven
cus on long-term environmental
impact. Native and drough

tant species should be priori
while schools, universities, and

partners in protecting and nurtur-
ing plantations.

At a time when climate

change threatens livelihoods,

necessary construction projects
or decorative infrastructure. It
needs a large-scale, province-
wide plantation initiative—simi-

lar to a plantation tsunami—with
clear targets aimed at reducing the
effects of global warming, improv-
ing air quality, and restoring eco-
logical balance.

TTAP stages sit-in
outside Parliament,
seeks Imran Khan’s

admission to Shifa

International
Hospital

NEWS DESK:

A Tehreek-e-Tahaffuz-e-Ain Pa-
kistan (TTAP) sit-in outside Par-
liament House was underway on
Friday, vowing to continue the
protest until Imran Khan is ad-
mitted to Shifa International Hos-
pital in the federal capital.

In a post on X, the alliance
said there would be no compro-
mise on the health of the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder, adding that all PTI par-
liamentarians would participate in
the sit-in outside Parliament.

The protest follows submis-
sions made to the Supreme Court
of Pakistan, where Advocate
Salman Safdar informed the
court—iting a report commi
sioned by the bench—that only
15% vision remained in Imran’s
right eye.The lawyer quoted the
former prime minister as saying
the loss followed medical compli-
cations in custody, sparking
sharp criticism from opposition
parties, who accused the govern-
ment of allowing his health to
deteriorate."The government has
cordoned off all roads leading to
the Parliament. Gates of parlia-
mentary lodges have been shut
(rappmg MNA’s and Senators

Punjab Assembly Oppo:
tion Leader Moeen Riaz Qureshi
also said police closed the main

s

doors of the Parliament lounges
as the group walked towards Par-
liament House.

Parliamentary Affairs Mini

ter Tariq Fazal Chaudhry ad-
dressed concerns over Imran's
eye condition, saying the matter
should not be politicised and that
appropriate medical care was be-
ing provided in line with medical
advice.Speaking to the media out-
side Parliament on Friday, he said
Imran had complained of an eye
problem earlierand that any neg-
ligence, if proven, would carry
responsibility.

He added that duringa meet-
ing with Imran’s sister in Octo-
ber, she had told the media that
his health was good, and again
expressed satisfaction over his
condition on December 2. He said
Imran did not even mention any
eye issue until mid-January.

The minister said that on
January 16, Imran formally com-
plained of eye discomfort, after
which jail authorities transferred
him to Pakistan Institute of Mex
cal Sciences in accordance with
medical requirements so his eye
could be treated at a hospital.

He added that an experi-
enced eye specialist had prepared
a medical report and that the
medical assessment would be
compiled again.

Chaudhi id Imran would
undergo medical examinations
wherever recommended by doc-
tors. “If there is a need to send
him to any doctor at Al-Shifa Eye
Trust Hospital, he will be sent,”
he said.Recalling events in Janu-
ary, he said that on January 16, it
was recommended by a doctor
that Imran be shifted to Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences for
an eye checkup. He added that it
is also on record that he was not
shifted at the request of PTI, but
by the jail authorities and the
government.Chaudhry noted that
following Imran’s procedure on
January 24, a medical report was
issued by the doctors, “and then
there is a ‘report” by the lawyer,”
referring to PTI counsel Advo-
cate Salman Safdar’s submission
to the Supreme Court.
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Koh-e-Suleman and Pishin

Divi

Editorial:

The announcement of

the Koh-e-Suleman

Division by ChiefMin-
Balochi: Mir

ister B

healthcare and educa-
tion to revenue and
law enforcement. In
this context,

the

Sarfraz Bugti marks a
long-overdue adminis-
trative correction for
an area that has re-
mained distant from
effective governance
for decades.
cclaring Rakhni
as the divisional head-
quarters reflects a
growing recognition
that governance can-
not succeed when de-
cision-making centers
remain far removed
from the people.
Fur ruldcnh of
Koh: , this

ofanew division is not
symboli
ministrative y
grounded in populauon
realities and gover-
nance efficiency.

Alongside this de-
velopment, tlu. provin-
abinet’s approval
of the Pishin Division
deserves equal atten-
tion.

What now re-
mains is the issuance
of a formal notifica-
tion by the Board of
Rmnm and its pub-
by the

Ne]

slep promises casier
ccess to administra-
uon, faster service de-
livery, and greater
state presence in ev-
eryday affairs.
Administering
such a vast population
through distant divi-
sions has long strained
public services, from

Chief Minister.
omprising
Chaman, Pishin,
Barshore Karezat and
Killa Abdullah dis-
tricts,
the  proposed
Pishin Division also
serves more than two
million people.
Delaying its noti-

ions: A Necessary Shift
Toward People-First Governance

fication risks prolong-
ing admir

gestion and public
hardship in an already
overburdened e

However, admin-
istrative restructuring
must follow clear prin-
ciples.

Divisions and dis-
tricts should be cre-
ated on the basis of
popuhmon size, ser-
demand, and
ministrative feasibil-
ity—not political am-
bition, tribal influence,
or electoral engineer-
ing.

When designed
for political gain, such
reforms fail the com-
mon citizen.

F il
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Malnutrition in Balochistan

Amber Munir
Malnutrition in
Balochistan shared in
Quetta Voice on

Wednesday, April 14,
2021 paget04. The article
highlights the role of es-
sential nutrients in hu-
man resource develop-
ment along with a brief
introduction of malnutri-
tion, characterization of
malnutrition, procedure
of taking measurements
of SAM and MAM
cases, medical complica-
tions, community-based
management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM),
infant and young child
feeding (IYCF), efc.
Background
veys regarding Nutrition
National Nutrition
Survey (2001-2002): The
National Nutrition Sur-
vey conducted in 2001-
2002 assessed the nutri-
tional levels and health
status of mothers and
children in Pakistan.
Data was collected
through a questionnaire
consisting of four mod-
ules including a house-
hold questionnaire, bio-
chemical and clinical
questionnaires, and a di-
etary form. Additional
biochemical samples in-
cluding serum retinol,
serum ferritin, and zinc,
were collected from
mothers and children un-
der-5. Urine samples
were collected from
mothers and children
ages 6-12 years for io-
dine deficiency. The sur-
vey sampled 10,656
households from 700 pri-
mary sampling units.
National Nutrition
Survey(201 ): The NNS
011 covered all prov-
inces: Gilgit Baltistan
(GB), Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Sindh, Punjab,
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) and the Feder-
ally. Tribal

is the largest national
nutrition survey carried
out in Pakistan. It is de-
signed to provide
policymakers, program
‘managers, and academi-
cians a unique set of nu-
trition-related data in-
cluding environmental,
anthropometric, and bio-
chemical indicators.
National Nutrition
Survey (2019): The aim
of NNS2018-19istoun-
dertake a field survey

trition (both undernutri-
tion and overnutrition)
and micronutrient defi-
ciencies among women
and children in Pakistan.

Malnutrition status

n

and nearly 49% among
women of childbearing
age. Numerous factors
are thought to contrib-
ute to child undernutri
tion in Balochistan, in-
cluding sub-optimal in-
fant and young child
feeding (1YCF) prac-
tices; frequent child in-
fections (especially diar-
rhea and
measles); maternal nutri-
tional deficiencies and/
or illness and death; ab-
sence/inadequacy of mi-
cronutrient supplemen-
tation; and houschold
food insecurity and gen-
der inequity.

A survey con-
ducted by the National
Nutrition Cell revealed
that 49% of women in
were suffer-

p ted
with sincerity, the
oh-e-Suleman and
Pishin Divisions can
become models of]
people-centric gover-
nance—where ad-
ministrative bound-
aries exist to serve
citizens, not power

~

corridors.

Area< (FATA). This in-
cluded 1,500 enumera-
tion blocks (EBs)/vil-
lages and 30,000 house-
holds, with a 49% urban
and 51% rural distribu-
tion.

National Nutrition
Survey (2018): The 2018
Pakistan National Nutri-
tion Survey (NNS 2018)

Balochistan is the
most under-developed
of Pakistan’s provinces,
witha high proportion of
children under five years
of age who are stunted
(52%) and 16 percent of
who are wasted. More-
over, the prevalence of
anemia among children
in this age group is 57%

ing from malnutrition.
Moreover, the ratio of
maternal anemia was
49%, anemia among chil-

ficiency among women
was 29%.

Balochistan Nutri-
tion Program for Mother
and Children (BNPMC)

In response to the
challenging nutrition
situation in the prov-
ince, the Department of
Health (DoH) launched
the Nutrition Program
for Mothers and Chil-
dren (BNPMC) in 2016.
They implemented nutri-
tion activities among the
rural and urban popula-
tion of seven selected

654,613, of which
estimated target popula-
tions include 132,369
pregnant and lactating
women (PLW). Stake-
holders include the
DoH, Peoples Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(providing health ser-
vices at Basic Health
Units in the districts),
and local NGOs.

The total cost of
the above project was
1,492.62 million PKR
(US$14.21 million) of
which 80% were pro-
vided by the World
Bank and 20% by the
Government of
Balochistan. A major
part of the funding P

(41%) was allocated to
strengthen institutional
arrangements which in-
clude staffing, technical
assistance for capacity
building, strengthening
coordination mech:
nisms, addressing mz
nutrition among chil-
dren and PLW (37%),
and addressing micro-
nutrient malnutrition
(13.6%).

Futurc Plai

The aforesaid pro-
gram ended in December
2019 and was limited to
seven districts; whereas
the malnutrition situa-
tion continues to exist in
22 districts  of
Balochistan.

Therefore, the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
has assigned DoH and
PPHI to extend nutri-
tion intervention in 22
districts for which

j als are

; implementation
is expected from July
021.

The author is a
pmgram officer in

THE

Masoor ul Hassan
The danger associated
with autonomous and
semi-autonomous
weapons systems is

unacceptable.
There exist a near con-
sensus that such
weapons must not be
completely Al-con-
trolled.

The design must
include appropriate
levels of human judg-
‘ment while resorting to

them. This line of
thought gains more
credence when the
present degree of glo-
bal polarization is

taken into view.
The international order
is tilting towards au-
tocracy and the likeli-
hood of employment
of these weapons is
becoming a realit:
The norms and values
of world politics were
subjected to heavy
Trumpian Strain in the
recent past when the
competition of naked
power showed its ug-
liness in international
relations.
The Genesis of

warfare

The history of
warfare is as old as
the human race. The
Book of Genesis
states that Caine

killed Abel to sati-
ate his vengeance.
Ever since vengeance,
confrontation and bel-
ligerence have

remained more
pervasive than coop-
eration and amiability
in human relations.
The perception of

life as a zero-sum
game breeds selfish-
ness and consequent
animosity between in-

DILEMMA OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

dividuals, groups, or
states.
survival and procre-
ation are reflexive
thus natural for all liv-
ing organisms
including us hu-
mans.

War, being one of

the forms of

human relations,
received due at-
tention
However, what
distinguishes Homo

Instincts of i

controlling the
forces of nature like
wind, water, fire, and
Sunlight for enhancing
the level of

physical comfort
and peace of mind.
This pursuit did im-

one of the forms of
human relations,
received due at-
tention of social sciel
tists for defining ethi-
cal and moral issues.
Caine, who may
have used a sharp
stone, a strong branch
of a tree, or simple
brute force to

(AT) WEAPONS

today took centu-
ries over centuries to
materialize.

The use of electro-
magnetic s
pectrum was
considered a
game-changer

The use of elec-
ic spectrum

prove of life Abel,
over time but would be flabber- was
alongside  in- gas&ed if he were to gam

creased societal com-
plexities. War, being

visit our times. The
civilization we live in

considered a
changer before
Counter Measures
(ECM) were devel-

oped which then was
countered by Elec-
tronic Counter-
Counter Measures
ECCM.

When the lethality
of weapons created a
situation of mutually
assured destruction
(MAD) the situation
became unacceptable.
Various treaties like

Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT),
Strategic Arms Re-

duction Treaty

(START), and many
more were signed to
avert the unaccept-
able destruction of the
human rac
Exercising
restraint was never

s0 important

Exerc g re-
straint was never so
important before the
development of au-
tonomous weapons;
chemical, biological,
radiological, and

nuclear. The Perils
and Promises of Arti-
ficial Intelligence

Harnessing the
field of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) in war-
fare brought a para-
digm shift in

the modus oper-
andi of warfare. It
climinated the require-
ment of direct human
involvement in

selecting and en-
gaging targets. Even
the smartest of the
weapons were hith-
erto launched and

guided by hu-
mans.

This development
has given rise to the
debate of ethics and
morality all over

again. Antonio
Guterres, the UN Sec-
retary-General joined
the skeptics on Twit-
ter where he

wrote in March
2019, “Autonomous
machines with the
power and discretion
to select targets and

take lives without
human involvement
are politically unac-
ceptable, morally re-
pugnant and

should be prohib-
ited by international
law.”

Word count (592)

Group captain
Masroor ul Hassan
served as Fighter Pi-
lot in the PAF.

He holds an
M.Sc. degree in De-
fence &amp; Strate-
gic Studies (DSS)
from

QAU and another
M.Sc. Strategic Stud-
ies from KU. He can
be reached

@gmall com
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UK terrorism ban on Palestine Actlon group unlawful court rules after appeal

NEWS DESK: Britain’s
ban on pro-Palestinian
campaign group Pales-
tine Action as a terrorist
organisation was ruled
unlawful by London’s
High Court on Friday,
though the ban will tem-
porarily remain in place
and the government
said it would appeal
against the decision.
Palestine Action
was proscribed in July,
having_ increasingly
taken “direct action”
against Isracl-linked de-
fence companies in Brit-
ain, often blocking en-
trances or spraying red

I OPrse
TENOC 11>

Su o

paint. ALEST N
Britain argued the N T [0/
group’s actions

amounted to terrorism,
citing a 2024 raid on a
factory of Israel’s larg-
est defence firm Elbit
Systems, in which pro:
ecutors said activists
caused around £1 mil-
lion ($1.4 m) of damage
and a police officer was
hit with a sledgehammer.
Ban followed break-
in at air base
Palestine Action
was banned shortly af-
ter a June break-in at the
Royal Air Force’s Brize
Norton air base, in which
activists damaged two

L
Action in 2020, argued
at a hearing last year that
the move was an au-
graceful”. thoritarian restriction on
Lawyers represent-  the nght to protest.
ing Huda Ammori, who Judge  Victoria
co-founded Palestine Sharp said Palestine Ac-

plancs, an action de-
scribed by Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer as “dis-

tion “promote:

cal cause through crim

nality and the encour-

agement of criminality”.
High Court

nonetheless ruled the

ban was a dispropor-

More than 2,000
people have since been
arrested for holding
signs in support of the
group though Friday’s
ruling could lead to any
criminal charges being
dropped. London’s Met-
ropolitan Police said fol-
lowing the judgment that
it would focus on gath-
ering evidence where
people expressed sup-
port for Palestine Action
rather than making ar-
rests.

Civil  liberties
groups, including Am-
nesty International, had
called for the ban to be
lifted and Irish novelist
Sally Rooney said it
could even lead to her
books being withdrawn
from sale due to her pub-
lic support for Palestine
Action. The British gov-
ernment argued pro-
scription only pre-
vented support for Pal-
estine Action and ha
not prevented people
from protesting in favour
of the Palestinian cause.
dicts The ban put Pales- The High Court,
tine Action on a par with however, said it could
Islamic State oral Qaeda cause pro-Palestinian
and made it a criminal protesters to “exercise
offence tobe a member,  self-restraint in terms of
carrying amaximum 14~ what they say and what
year prison sentence. they do”.

. OFFOS

GENXE

[ Surforl

FRALES] INE
pcdl Interior minister
Shabana Mahmood said
ina statement: “I intend
to fight lhl;_]udgncnl in
the Court of Appeal.”

Government defeat
follows ‘not guilty ver-

i
tionate interference with
the right to freedom of
expression, though the
ban was not lifted ahead
of a further hearing to
decide whether it should
remain pending an ap-

UN extends mandate of Taliban sanctions monitor-
ing team amid regional security concerns

NEWS DESK: The UN  recent attacks thatkilled ~concessions benefiting intent and capability for
Security Council on 80 people this month hostage-takers or terror- external operations re-
Thursday unanimously ~alone. ist groups.” main unchanged. It con-
adopted a resolution ex- “Once again, Af- The UN Monitoring  tinues to serve as a train-
tending by one year the ghan soil was used by Team’s 37th report, re- ing and advisory hub,
mandate of the Monitor- these groups toplan and leased this week, paints particularly for TTP, and
ing Team that supports orchestrate attacks a grim picture of Af- “favors spectacular at-
the 1988 Afghanistan against neighbouring ~ghanistan as a base for tacks aimedat attracting
Sanctions Committee, countries,” he said, urg- multiple  terrorist global media attention,”
which oversees sanc- ing the Taliban to pre- organisations. It noted highlighting the contin-
tions imposed on the vent the use of Afghan that the de facto Afghan ued threat beyond the
Taliban. territory for terrorist op- authorities continue to immediate region.

All 15 council mem-  erations. provide a “permissive Al-Qaeda in the In-
bers voted in favor of the “Itis for the Taliban environment™ for dian  Subcontinent
US-drafted resolution, to decide what path they groups, particularly (AQIS), not listed under
renewing the Monitor- wish to choose for Af- TTP. sanctions, remains
ing Team’s mandate un-
til February 17, 2027.
The extension comes
amid mounting interna-
tional concern over
Afghanistan’s deterio-
rating security situation,
the growing influence of
multiple terrorist groups,
and the potential for re-
gional destabilisation.

Pakistan, which
supported the resolu-
tion, stressed the ongo-
ing threat posed by
Tehreck-i-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), the Baloch
Liberation Army (BLA),
ISIL-Khorasan (ISIL—K),
Majeed Brigade, and Al

active in southeastern
Afghanistan, especially
in arcas influenced by
the Haqqani Network.
The report indicated
AQIS leaders Osama
Mahmoud and deputy
Yahya Ghauri arc be-
lieved to be in Kabul,
with the group’s media
cell operating from
Herat.

Member states
warned that AQIS in-
creasingly focuses on
deniable cxternal opera-
tions, possibly under
cover groups such as
Ittihad-ul-Mujahideen
Pakistan, likely to avoid

The report cited ris-
ing regional anxiety over
cross-border attacks,
the radicalisation of vul-
nerable communities,
and the exploitation of
commercial satellite com-
munications and artifi-
cial intelligence by mili-
tant groups.

While Afghan au-
thorities insist no terror-
ist groups are present in
the country, the Moni-
toring Team stated that
“no UN member state
supported that assess-
‘ment.” Although the au-
thorities have taken ac-
tion against ISIL-K and

ghanistan: whether the
path to isolation or the
path to peace and pros-
perity as a responsible
member of the interna-
tional community,” he
said.

The ambassador
also highlighted the
council’s concerns over
the wider humanitarian
situation in Afghani-
stan. “The resolution
rightly emphasises the
dire human rights condi-
tions, particularly for
women and girls, eco-
nomic collapse, political
exclusion, and the chal-
lenges posed by drug

Qacda. trafficking,” he said.  control someexternal ac-  causing difficulties for
Ambassador Asim “Through this reso- _tivities of other groups, ~the Taliban.
Iftikhar ~ Ahmad, lution, the council has TTP has enjoyed greater TTP, one of the larg-

Pakistan’s Permanent
Representative to the
UN, said these groups
“have been responsible
for some of the most hei-
nous terrorist attacks
against Pakistan,” citing

sent a clear message that
Afghan territory should
not serve as a safe ha-
ven for terrorists and
that all member states
must prevent ransom
payments or political

freedom, resulting in an
escalation of attacks
against Pakistan and
heightened regional ten-
sions.

On Al-Qaeda, the
report said the group’s

est terrorist groups op-
erating from Afghani-
stan, has intensified at-
tacks on Pakistani secu-
ity forces and state in-
stitutions. A November
Il attack on an
Islamabad courthouse
Killed 12 people, marking
the first such strike in
the capital in several
years. Despite opera-
tional setbacks, includ-
ing the killing of deputy
emir Mufti Muzahim in
October, the group re-
mains a serious threat.

The Monitoring
Team warned that TTP
could deepen coopera-
tion with Al-Qaeda-
aligned groups, poten-
tially expanding the
threat beyond the re-
gion.

Dubai’s DP World replaces leader after
he is named in Epstein emails

NEWS DESK:
Dubai’s DP World
named a new chair-
man and chief execu-
tive officer on Friday, |
replacing its former
leader Sultan Ahmed
bin Sulayem, after the
Epstein files revealed
frequent correspon-
dence between him
and the convicted sex
offender.

“DP World an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of His Excel-
lency Essa Kazim as
chairman of its Board
of Directors and the

in the d re- sages on intimate

At BoP meeting, Trump to announce Gaza
funding plan, ISF tmop deployment

NEWS DESK: President
Donald Trump will an-
nounce a multi-billion
dollar reconstruction
plan for Gaza and de-
tailed plans for a UN-
authorised stabilisation
force for the Palestinian
enclave, at the first for-
‘mal meeting of his Board
of Peace next week, two
senior US officials said
on Thursday.

Delegations from at
least 20 countries, in-
cluding many heads of
state, are expected to at-
tend the meeting in
Washington, DC, which
Trump will chair on Feb-
ruary 19, the officials
told Reuters on condi-
tion of

Trumpsigned docu-
‘ments in Davos, Switzer-
land, on January 23 es-
tablishing the Board of
Peace. The board’s cre-
ation was endorsed by a
United Nations Security
Council resolution as
part of Trump’s Gaza
plan.

While regional
Middle East powers, in-
cluding Turkey, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia and Qatar,
as well as major emerg-
ing nations such as Pa-
kistan and Indonesia,
have joined the board,

Bangladesh’s BNP wins sweeping election
majorlty, promlses stability

NEWS DESK: The
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) won an
overwhelming two-
thirds majority on Friday
in general elections, a
result expected to bring
stability after months of
tumult following the
ouster of former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
in a Gen Z-led uprising
in2024.

Latest counts in a
vote seen as the South
Asian nation’s first truly
competitive election in
years gave the BNP and
its allies at least 212 of
the 299 seats up for
grabs, domestic TV

said. The op-

global powers and tradi-
tional Western US allies
have been more cau-
tious. Feb 19 huddle will
seek monetary contribu-
tions for Gaza recon-
struction

Israeli Prime Mi
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
said on Wednesday, dur-
ing his visit to Washing-
ton, that Israel has
joined the board.

Trump has stirred
concerns that the Board
of Peace might try to re-
solve other conflicts
around the world and

compete with the United
Nations. The US offi-
cials said the meeting
next week will focus
solely on Gaza.

They said a central
part of the meeting will
be Trump’s announce-
ment of a multi-billion-
dollar fund for Gaza,
which will include mon-
etary contributions from
participating board
members.

One official called
the offers “generous”
and said that the United
States had not made any

explicit rcquc;l; for do-
nations. “People have
come to us offering,” the
official said. “The pre:
dent will make a
nouncements vis
the money raised.
Stabilisation force
The deployment of
an International
Stabilisation Force (ISF)
is a key part of the next
phase of Trump’s Gaza
plan, announced in Sep-
tember. Under the first
phase, a fragile ceasefire
in the two-year-old war
began on October 10.

A4
while his father was a
leading independence
figure who ruled from
1977 to 1981 before he
was assassinated.

The BNP win with
more than 200 seats is
one of its biggest, sur-
passing its 2001 victory

193, although
Hasina’s Awami League,
which ruled for 15 years

A clear outcome
had been seen as key for
stability in the Muslim-
majority nation of 175
million after months of
deadly anti-Hasina un-
rest disrupted everyday
life and industries such
as garments, in the ex-
port  of  which
Bangladesh is No.2 glo-
bally. “Astrong majority
gives BNP the parlia-
mentary strength to
pass reforms efficiently

channels s:
position Jamaat-i-Islami
and its allies won 70
seats in the Jatiya
Sangsad, or House of the
Nation. The Election
Commission put the BNP
at 181 seats, the Jamaat-
i-Islami at 61 and others
at 7, with full official re-
sults not expected be-
fore noon (11am PKT)
on Friday.

The BNP, which re-
turns to power after 20
years, thanked the
Ppeople soon and called
for special prayers on
Friday for the nation and
its people.

“Despite winning

.. bya large margin of
votes, no celebratory

BNP  promised to
prioritise job creation,
protect low-income and
marginal households
and ensure fair prices to
farmers. “Ifthe factories
run regularly and we get
our wages on time, thats
what matters tous. I just
want the BNP gove
ment to bring back
bility so more orde;
come to Bangladesh and
we can survive,” Josna
Begum, 28, a garment
worker and mother of
two, told Reuters after
the results. BNP sup-
porters celebrate over-
night The Islamist
Jamaat-i-Islami con-
ceded defeat late on
Thursday night once
trends became clear, but

s time,
cured a bigger tally of
230in2008.

But elections of
other years were boy-
cotted by one of the
main parties or were con-
tentious. Overnight,
throngs of supporters
cheered and shouted
slogans at the BNP head-

cal stability,” Selim
Raihan, an economics
prufmor at the Univer-
sity of Dhaka, told
Reuters.

appointment of Yuvraj
Narayan as Group
Chief Executive Of-
ficer,” the group said
in a statement pub-
lished by the Dubai
media office.

frey Epstein as one of
his “most trusted
friends”, Sulayem
was group chairman
and chief executive
officer of DP World,
one of the largest port

cently released by the matters, meetings, in-
US Department of troductions and busi-
Justice, which re- ness opportunities.
vealed close ties be- The correspon-
tween the two men.  dence suggests he vis-
They maintained ited the US sex of-

The statement did operators on the regular correspon- fenderinhis home sev-
not mention Sulayem. globe. He is cited dence from 2009 to eral times, including on
Described by Jef- more than 9,400 times 2018, exchanging his island.

or rally shall
be organised,” the party
said in a statement.

The National Citi-
zen Party (NCP), led by
youth activists who
played a key role in top-
pling Hasina and was a
part of the Jamaat-led
alliance, won just five of
the 30 seats it contested.

BNP leader Tarique
Rahman is widely ex-
pected to be sworn in as
prime minister. The son
of the party’s founder,

said in a statement on
Friday that it was “not
satisfied” with the pro-
cess and asked its fol-
lowers to stay patient.
Now in exile in New
Delhi, Hasina long domi-
nated Bangladesh poli-
tics along with Rahman’s
mother, Khaleda Zia,

quarters in Dhaka as the
scale of the party’s land-
slide became clear. Turn-
out exceeded the 42 per
cent of the last election
in 2024, with media
nearly 60pc of registered
voters participated in
the election on Thurs-
day.

former president Ziaur
Rahman, he returned in
December to the capital,
Dhaka, from 18 years
abroad.

Inits manifesto, the
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ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Boxing
Federation (PBF) has
commenced the Inter-
Divisional phase of the
National Talent Hunt
Boxing Championship
from on Saturday under
its ongoing nationwide

Inter-Divisional Talent Hunt Boxing starts

talent hunt program.
According to PBF
President Lieutenant
Colonel (R) Nasir ljaz
ung, the initiative is
being organized in col-
laboration with the Paki-
stan Army with the pri-
mary objective of iden-

tifying and promoting
emerging boxing talent
across the country.

In Punjab, the com-
petitions are being held
at the Sports Complex of
the University of Agri-
culture Faisalabad,
where around 300 male

E
o

and female boxers are
competing in three age
categories: Under-1
Under-19, and Under-22.
Nasir Tung state:
that two teams will be
selected from Punjab fol-
lowing the four-day
competition, while simi-

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari addresses the participants of the 6th International Work-|

shop for Leadership and Stability (IWLS) during an interactive s

ion at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Profiteering will not be tolerated during
Ramadan: Commissioner Hazara

ABBOTTABAD
(INP): Commissioner
Hazara Fayyaz Ali
Shah on Friday di-
rected all district ad-
ministrations to ensure
strict price control,
uninterrupted public
services and foolproof
security during
Ramadan 2026, de-
claring that providing
maximum relief to the
public is  the
government’s top pri-
ority and that no neg-
ligence will be toler-
ated.

Chairing a high-
level meeting at the
Commissioner Office
Abbottabad, he said
Ramadan teaches pa-
tience, tolerance and
brotherhood, urging
traders to respect the
sanctity of the holy

month and refrain
from profiteering,
while instructing offi-
cials to remain fully
vigilant to safeguard
public interests across
the division.

Deputy Commis-
sioners of all eight dis-
tricts of the region
briefed the Commis-
sioner on preparations
for Ramadan, includ-
ing meetings of Price
Review Committees,
market

terrupted electricity
and water supply, im-
proved sanitation, and
foolproofsecurity dur-
ing the holy month.
Commissioner Fayyaz
Ali Shah directed that
district-level monitor-
ing teams be issued
clear SOPs to ensure
effective price control.

He instructed
Price Control Magis-
trates to conduct daily
market mspecnons
and take i

plans and security ar-
rangements.

The meeting re-
viewed measures to
ensure price stability
of essential commodi-
ties, establishment of
Sasta Bazaars, trans-
parent auction pro-
n fruit and veg-
etable markets, unin-

°

action against over-
charging and profi-
teering.

To promote trans-
parency, it was de-
cided that auction pro-
cesses in fruitand veg-
etable markets would
be video recorded and
commodity  rates
shared with the public

through social media.

The Commis-
sioner also ordered
preparation of special
relief packages for de-
serving and under-
privileged families, di-
recting district admin-
istrations to identify
ies and de-

lar selection trials will be
conducted in other prov-
inces to identify top-per-
forming boxers for the

eration is playing a vital
role in introducing fresh
talent and strengthening
boxing at the grassroots.

next stage. level.
He cxﬂrcsacd grati- Following the divi-
tude to the Pakistan sional round, successful

boxers will advance to
the Provincial Champi-

Army for its full support,
noting that their coop-

onships in the third
phase, where they will
further showcase their
abilities. The National
Talent Hunt Program is
designed to reinforce
grassroots boxing and
produce future national
and international cham-

pions. The PBF Presi-
dent reaffirmed that the
joint commitment of the
Pakistan Boxing Federa-
tion and the Pakistan
Army s to elevate Paki-
stan boxing toa compet
tive and respected po:
tion on the global stage.

PM vows to integrate Radio Pakistan
with modern technologies

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Prime Minis-

sion, is promoting inno-
vation in media and IT

ter Muhammad sectors so that Paki-
Shehbaz Sharif has stan can achicve a
reaffirmed his prominent position in

government's commit-
ment to integrate Ra-
dio Pakistan with mod-
ern technologies, par-
ticularly with Artificial
Intelligence, in order to
transform the national
broadcaster into a
more effective instru-

the field of knowledge
and technology.

The Prime Minis-
ter said Radio Paki-
stan, since the creation
of Pakistan, had
served as a powerful
medium of communi-
cation, which united

ment for public ser- the nation, raised
vice, education, health awareness and
moted the accessibility

and national develop-
ment. of information.

He said the his-
tory of Radio in Paki
stan has been remark-

In his message on
the occasion of World
Radio Day, he said our
government, under the  ably illustrious in many
Digital Pakistan Vi- ways, particularly for

its vital role in promot-
ing agricultural devel-
opment, environmen-
tal awareness, culture
and public enlighten-
ment. Shehbaz Sharif
said as the world is
rapidly
entering the digital
cra, Radio is also har-
monizing itself with
modern day require-
ments. He said this
year's theme of World
Radio Day, "Radio
and Artificial Intelli-
gence" is a testament
that communication
system can be trans-
formed into more ef-
fective and inclusive

creativity.

The Prime Minis-
ter said Pakistan is
also taking practic
steps to introduce this
cutting-edge technol-
ogy, equipping the
young generation with
modern skills and
aligning the media sec-
tor with international
standards.

The Prime Minis-
teralso called for mak-
ing a pledge to harmo-
nize Radio Pakistan
and all Pakistani me-
dia with modern day
requirements and
make them strong
medium of truth, re-
with integration of sponsibility, and na-
technology and human tional cohesion.

JUI-F senior leader
Abdul Ghafoor
Haideri hospitalised

after heart attack

ISLAMABAD (INP): central Secretary General
Maulana Abdul Ghafoor of JUI-F since 1995.
Haideri, the central Sec- Bornin June 1957 to
retary General of Jamiat - Muhammad Azam Lehri
Ul

liver assistance to their
homes in a dignified
manner.

The meeting fur-
ther emphasized keep-
ing Rescue 1122 and
hospital emergency
services fully func-
tional, managmg traf-
fic congestion in mar-
kets through desig-
nated parking areas,
taking action against
illegal parking, and en-
suring uninterrupted
electricity during Sehri,
Iftar and Taraweeh.

Pakistan calls for

multilateral

cooperation

against terrorism

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Pakistan has
called for resolution of
Kashmir Dispute,
stronger multilateral
cooperation, and ac-
tion against terrorism.
This was empha-
sized by Chairman
Senate Syed Yusuf
Raza Gilani during a
meeting with Presi-
dent of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly
Annalena Baerbock
on the sidelines of the
Annual IPU Parlia-
‘mentary Hearing 2026
at the UN headquar-
ters. The Chairman
Senate underlined that
while the UNSC reso-
lutions on Jammu and
Kashmir remained
ummplemenled India
has taken further de-
stabilizing action in uni-
laterally holding the
Indus Waters Treaty
in abeyance, arguing
that this unlawful ac-
tion constituted a
blatant violation
of the Treaty’s provi-
sions and established
principles of custom-
ary international law.

He said such ac-
tions threaten the lives
and livelihoods of over
240 million Pakistanis
and set dangerous pre-
cedents, particularly at
a time when climate
stress and water scar-
city demand coopera-
tion and strict respect
for  international
agreements. The
Chairman Senate un-
derscored that the
people of Pakistan
strongly support the
United Nations’ mis-
sion of promoting in-
ternational peace and
security, sustainable
development, and the
protection of human
rights.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Presi-
dent of the UN Gen-
cral Assembly con-
veyed her condo-
lences to the govern-
ment and people o
Pakistan on the loss of
lives in the recent ter-
rorist incidents in Pa-
kistan. She said it is in
the interest of all coun-
tries to fight terrorism
together.

PMD predicts
cold, dry weather
across country

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department
(PMD) has forecast
mainly cold and dry
weather across most
parts of the country dur-
ing next 24 hours.

The PMD said the
prevailing cold and dry
spell is likely to persist
in most regions during
the coming days.

However, the hilly
regions are expected to
remain partly cloudy
with very cold condi-
tions during morning
and night hours. Light
rain and light snowfall
may occur at isolated
places in Gilgit-
Baltistan.

In the federal capi-
tal and adjoining areas,
weather is expected to
remain dry, with cold
temperatures during
early morning and night
hours. Gusty winds are
likely to blow during the
daytime.

Most districts of
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
will experience cold and
dry weather, while upper
districts are expected to
remain very cold during
morning and night.

Partly cloudy conditions
are forecast in northern
areas, where light rain or
light snowfall may occur
in Chitral, Dir, Swat and
surrounding localities.

In Punjab, dry
weather will prevail in
most districts, accompa-
nied by cold conditions
during morning and
night. Murree, Galiyat
and nearby areas are ex-
pected to remain cold
and dry, while gusty
winds may affect central
and southern parts of
the province during the
daytime.

Sindh will continue
to experience mainly dry
weather, while
Balochistan is likely to
remain partly cloudy and
dry in most districts,
with cold conditions in
northern regions during
morning and night

In Kashmir, cold
and partly cloudy
weather is expected, with
very cold conditions
during early morning
and night hours. Gilgit-
Baltistan may witness
partly cloudy skies
along with light rain and
light snowfall at isolated
locations.
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Fazlur in the Kalat district of|
Rehman group (JUI-F), Balochistan, Haideri re-
was admitted to Paki- ceived his early educa-
stan Institute of Medical  tion in his native village
tion ve vil

NADRA announces
mobile registration facil-
ity for Pakistanis in UAE

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The National Database
and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) has in-
troduced a new facility
for Pakistanis residing
in the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE).
Inamessage shared
on social media,

the Pakistani consulates
in Dubai and Abu Dhabi,
or approach NADRA of-
fices during visits to Pa-
kistan.

NADRA stated that
citizens using the Pak-
Identity app are not r
quired to stand in
queues or wait, as all

Sciences late on is re-
Wednesday night after ligious studies in 197
suffering a heart attack. He passed examina-
Doctors said tions conducted by the
Haideri’s condition is Wafag-ul-Madaris Al-
being closely monitored  Arabia, Pakistan’s larg-
and that he is receiving est federation of Islamic
treatment at the cardiac ~ seminaries. In 1984, he
unit of the hospital. established Jamia Shah
Maulana Fazlur Wali Ullah in Kalat and
Rehman visited the hos-  taught there until 1990.
pital to inquire after is political activ-
Haideri’s health. He was ism dates back to the
accompanied by 1970s, when he partici-
Balochistan provincial pated in the Tehrik-c
ameer Maulana Abdul Khatm-e-Nabowat in
‘Wasey, Senator Kamran 1974 and the Tehreek
Murtaza, and several Nizam-e-Mustafa in
other senior leaders of 1977, during which he
the party, who ex- s imprisoned twice.
pressed concern and Haideri was elected
prayed for general secretary of the
recovery. JUI-F in Quetta district
in 1983 and was arrested
again on August 14 that
year during the Move-
ment for the Restoration
of Democracy campaign

cian, Haideri has served
as Deputy Chairman of
the Senate of Pakistan
since March 12, 2015,

and has held the post of against the government

. 3
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Af
|a high-level review meeting on the Sea-to-Steel initiative at Port Qasim.

services and facilities
are accessible directly
via their mobile phones.
Earlier, the National
Database and Registra-
tion Authority
(NADRA) introduced a
new online identity veri-
fication system,
“Nishan-e-Pakistan”,
aimed at modernising the
verification process.
The current facility
introduced by NADRA
would also allow both
government institutions
and regulated private
sector organisations to
access secure and au-
thenticated verification
services through a
single digital portal.
Registration, sub-
scription and acce:
procedures will now be
completed online, re-
moving the need for
lengthy paperwork and
repeated approvals.

NADRA

that its mobile registra-
tion team, accompanied
by officials from the Pa-
kistan Consulate, will
visit Ras Al Khaimah.

Pakistani nationals
livingin Ras Al Khaimah
will be able to apply for
new identity docu-
ments, as well as request
modifications or renew-
als with ease.

The mobile registra-
tionservice will be a
able on Sunday, 15 Feb-
ruary 2026, from 8:00am
t04:00pm at the Pakistan
Centre in Ras Al
Khaimah. In addition,
overseas Pakistanis who
wish to apply for NICOP
or other identity docu-
ments, or seek their re-
newal or amendment,
have been advised to
use the Pak-Identity mo-
bile application. Such
applicants may also visit

irs Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry chairing

Ramazan moon likely to be sighted
on Wednesday

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Space and
Upper Atmosphere
Research Commission
(SUPARCO) on Fri-
dayannounced that the
new moon of
Ramazan 1447 AH is
expected to be born on
February 17 at 5:01
pm Pakistan Standard
Time (PST), setting
the stage for a high
probability of moon
sighting the following
evening (Wednesday
— 18 February).
According to the
space agency’s astro-
nomical assessment,
by the time of sunset
on February 18, the
moon’s age will reach
approximately 25
hours and 48 minutes-

a duration considered
highly favourable for
visibility. The
SUPARCO further
noted that the interval
between sunset and
moonset along
Pakistan’s coastal belt
is expected to be
around 59 minutes,
providing ample op-
portunity for observa-
tion. “Based on key
astronomical param-
eters, the chances of
sighting the new moon
with the naked eye on
the evening of Febru-
ary 18 are very
bright,” the statement
said. “Consequently,
the first
Ramzan is likely to fall
on February 19,
2026.” However,

day of

tee has been con-
vened in Peshawar on
February 18. The
meeting will  be
chaired by Chairman
Central Ruet-e-Hilal
Committee Pakistan
Maulana Syed Abdul
Khabir Azad. In
which the sighting of
the moon of the month
of Ramazan will be
decided and  an-
nounced. Members of
Central and Zonal
Ruet-¢-Hilal Commit-
tee Peshawar will par-
ticipate in the meeting.

Maulana Syed
Muhammad Abdul
Khabir Azad said that
the committee made
special arrangements
for sighting the moon
of Ramazan.

SUPARCO empha-
sized that the official
commencement of the
holy month will be de-
termined by Ruet-e-
Hilal Committee Paki-
stan, the country’s sole
authorized body for
moon sighting, which
will make its final an-
nouncement after re-
ceiving and verifying
testimonies  from
across the nation.
The beginning of
Ramazan marks a
pirituall
period for Muslims,
characterized by fast-
ing from dawn fo sun-
set, increased prayers,
and acts of charity.
In this regard an
important meeting of
Ruet-¢-Hilal Commit-
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District Coordination & Intelligence
Committees Meet in Sibi

SIBI : A meeting of the
District Coordination
Committee and District
Intelllgence Coordina-

n Committee was held
underthe chairmanship
of Deputy Commis-
sioner Major (R) Ilyas
Kabzai.

The meeting was
attended by Wing Com-
mander Colonel
Shehryar, P
Shahnawaz Chachar,
Assistant  Commis-
sioner Sibi Mansoor Ali
Shah, Assistant Com-
missioner Bakhtiarabad
Mir Bahadur Khan
Bangulzai, Chairman

ici mitt

He informed that
formal i

Sardar  Muhammad
Khan Khajjak, heads of
various departments,
and officers of law en-
forcement agencies.
Addressing  the
meeting, the Deputy
Commissioner stated
that BSDI Phase One
has been

these schemes will take
place next week and that
all areas of the district
have been included in
the development initia-
tives.

He directed the Ex-

time or delivering sub-

of standard work would be

blacklisted and an FIR
would also be registered.
He further instructed
that all projects must be
completed by Eid-ul-Fitr:

Tn view of the pre-
vailing snuauon the

completed, while the
tendering process for
Phase Two has been fi-
nalized transparently,
and projects have becn
awarded to the lowest
bidders.

ceutive Deput
SDOS of the B&R. PHE, emphaemd strict secu-
Local G Land rityand mea-
UP&D departments to  sures.

immediately issue work
orders.

He made it clear
that any contractor fail-
ing to complete work
within the stipulated

He urged parents
to closely observe their
children’s activities at
home to ensure they are
not involved in any sus-
picious or unlawful ac-

tivities.

Similarly, he di-
rected that staff activi-
ties in government of-
fices should be carefully
monitored.

He also instructed
the Education Depart-
ment that no negligence
will be tolerated regard-
ing the recitation of the
national anthem and flag
hoisting in schools.

Teachers were di-
rected to pay special at-
tention to the academic
and moral development
of students and keep a
watchful eye on their

activities considering
the current circum-
stances.

The meeting re-
viewed district affairs,
development projects,
and the overall law and
order situation in detail,
and necessary direc-
tives were issued to the

Solidarity Rally Held in Sanjavi

SANJAVI: Amas-  Army Zindabad,” while
sive “Pakistan Sanjavi Bazaar was beau-
Zindabad” and “Pak tifully decorated with na-
Armed Forces  tional flags, presentinga
Zindabad” rallywas or- festive and patriotic at-
ganized in Sanjavi under mosphere.

= ;

4 ok
the leadership of Provin- Addressing the
cial Minister for Food gathering, Haji Noor
Haji Noor Muhammad Muhammad ~ Khan
Khan Dummar. Dummar stated that Pa-
Thousands of par- kistan is the shared
ticipants, including home ofall its citizens,
Deputy Commissioner and its protection re-
Abdul Quddus  quires collective dedica-
Achakzai, tribal elders, tion and sacrifice.
civil society members, He emphasized that
and individuals from the people stand shoul-
various schools of der-to-shoulder with the
thought, joined the rally ~armed forces and secu-
carrying green crescent rity institutions for the
country’s peace, stabil-
ity, and development.
Paying tribute to the
sacrifices of military and
Pakistan civilian martyrs, he said
Zindabad” and “Pak their unparalleled sacri-

The participants
raised powerful slogans

fices are a source of
pride for the entire na-
tion.

He reiterated the
commitment to further
strengthen the hands of

v -
the armed forces and the
government in safe-
guarding national secu-
ity

Referring to recent
attempts by militant ele-
ments to destabilize
Quetta and other dis-
tricts of Balochistan, the
minister said that the
armed forces and law en-
forcement agencies cou-
rageously thwarted
these attempts with
great sacrifice.

He added that the
250 million citizens of
Pakistan stand firmly
behind their armed
forces.

Keywords: Sibi dis-
trict meeting, Major (R)
Ilyas Kabzai, District
Coordination Committee
Sibi, BSDI Phase Two,
development projects
Sibi, law and order re-
view.

Quetta Divi

QUETTA Under the
dership of Shahzeeb

sion Reviews

Conducting surveys and

Khan Kakr, Commis-
sioner Quetta Division,
ahigh-level meeting was
held to review ongoing
efforts to prevent opium
(poppy) cultivation in
the division.

The meeting was
attended online by key
officials, including
Saced Kalcem Ullah, of-
ficers of the Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF),
Deputy Commissioners
of Pishin and Chaman,
SC Qila Abdullah, and
SSPs of Pishin, Zhob,
and Chaman. Key Points
Di : Review of

i
plans for the coming
months.

Officials reported
that the district adminis-
tration, police, Frontier
Corps (FC), an are
conducting joint opera-

tions.

Over 70,000 acres of
poppy cultivation have
been identified so far. As
the crop is still ints early
stage, intensified ac-
tions will follow once full
identification is com-
pleted. During these op-
erations: Over 150 tube
wells/structures were

Measures to Curb Opium Cultivation

viduals were included in
the Fourth Schedule
Commissioner’s Direc-
tives: All agencies must
accelerate actions ac-
cording to the approved
action plan.

ANF to complete
surveys promptly and

submit detailed reports
Crops must be de-
stroyed before March-
April, before full matu-
rity, Strict legal action
against individuals in-
volved in cultivation.
Expedite FIR regi
trations and inclusion in

the Fourth Schedule.
The Commissioner em-
phasized that timely
identification and coor-
dinated action by all
agencies is critical to
completely eradicate
opium cultivation in the
n.
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ongoing operations
against poppy cultiva-
tion in Quetta Division.

Allocation of funds
for anti-opium activities.
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registered against of-
fenders. Multiple indi-

Barkhan: Provincial
Health Engineering

Minister

Resolves

Land Dispute

BARKHAN: Provincial
Minister for Public
Health Engincering,
Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran, visited Union
Council Saddar to medi-
ate a land dispute be-
tween the Syed and
Zakwani communitics.

local elders and repre-
sentatives to ensure a
fair understanding of the
conflict. Minister em-
phasized that tribal and
local disputes must be
resolved based on law,
justice, and mutual re-
spect to ensure lasting
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Gwadar: District Officer Education

GWADAR : Dis-
trict Officer Education
(Female), Zaratoon
Baloch, carried out a
comprehensive in-
spection of several
girls” schools in the
district, including Gov-
ernment Girls School
Ghatty Dor, Nagor
Sharif, and Zarb:

During the visit,
she reviewed aca-
demic activitics, physi-
cal education arrange-
ments, overall cleanli-

(Female) Conducts Detailed
Inspection of Girls’ Schools

ness, and school
records.

She met with
teachers and students
to assess teaching
standards, discipline,
and the learning envi-
ronment, which she
found satisfactory.
Students welcomed
her visit and high-
lighted some ongoing
challenges.

At Government
Girls Middle School
Zarbar, students and
school administration
emphasized the urgent
need for a water mo-
tor pump, additional
classrooms, and tem-
porary sheds.

The school had
been facing a long-
standing water short-
age issue, which was
successfully resolved
through the special ef-
forts of the District

Duringthe visit, the Min-  peace and social har- Officer Education
ister conducted a de- mony in the area. Con- (Female) in collabora-
tailed on-site inspection  sidering facts, existing tion with Gwadar De-
of the disputed land in  records, and local tradi- I t Authori
the presence of both tions, the Minister is- Yelopment Authority.
parties. He listened care-  sued an on-the-spot de- Assistant
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KACHHI: In line
with the directives of
Deputy Commissioner
Kachhi Captain (R) Juma
Dad Khan Mandokhail,
Assistant Commis-
sioner Mach Liaquat Ali
Jatoi conducted a de-
tailed

visit to the examina-
tion center at Govern-
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ment High School Mach
to ensure the transpar-
ent and fair conduct of
annual matriculation ex-

During the visit, the
Assistant Commis-
sioner inspected exami-
nation halls and re-
viewed facilities being
provided to students, in-
cluding seating arrange-
ments

lighting, fans, and
security measures.

He directed the ex-
amination staff to take
effective steps to pre-
vent cheating and
strictly enforce the code
of conduct to ensure
that exams are con-
ducted in a transparent
and peaceful environ-
ment.
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Farm credit surges to Rs1.41tr in six months

NEWS DESK: Agricul- " as partnerships with
tural credit disburse- fintechs, agri-tech firms
ments surged to record and microfinance insti-
Rs1.412 trillion in the tutions to enhance out-
first half of FY26, while reach.

the number of borrowers The meeting dis-
edged up t02.97 million. cussed the development

Chairing a meeting of an Upgraded Crop
of the Agricultural Credit Loan Insurance Scheme
Advisory Committee (CLISH) framework
(ACAC) on Thursday, the Asian Development
State Bank Governor Bank-funded Pakistan
Jameel Ahmad said that Insurance Transforma-
in FY25 the agricultural tion Programme to
credit disbursement had strengthen the sector’s
hit a record Rs2.577tr, resilience against calami-
marking a 16 per cent ties.
year-on-year increase.

Thé meeting re-
viewed agricultural
credit performance and
discussed measures to
strengthen inclusive and
resilient farm finance.

To accelerate bor-
rower expansion, par-
ticularly among small
farmers in underserved
and unserved areas, Mr
Ahmad urged banks to
fully utilise SBP initia-
tives, including the Risk
Coverage Scheme for
Small Farmers and
Underserved Areas and
Zarkheze, the central
bank’s flagship digital
platform for agricultural
lending.

SBP chief urges
banks to fully utilise ini-
tiatives for small farmers

The  proposed
scheme aims to expand
crop coverage, establish
an insurance consortium
for improved risk-shar-
ing and farmer payouts,
and introduce technol-
ogy-based calamity as-
sessment alongside
loss-of-income support.
The ADB’s Solidarity
Fund will also support
extending coverage to
non-borrowing farmers
and the development of
a National Insurance
Policy for Agriculture.
In addition, the
ACAC deliberated on
scaling up Electronic
Warehouse Receipt Fi-
nancing to improve post-
harvest liquidity, reduce
istress sales an
strengthen market link-

Mr Ahmad said quarter of FY26, while agricultural credit deliv- ty. It also ensures channel, particularly to ~applications, strengthen ~called on banks to fully ~ages.
Pakistan’s economy had  full-year growth is pro- ery. Theplatformenables  financing is used for makesmalldicketlending  internal ownership of - implement their Agricul- The committee un-
regained macroeco- jected at 3.75pc to digital for quality in- i iable and  the scheme, and further tural Credit Expansion derscored the need to

nomic stability and was  4.75pc. The committeere- farmers, standardised puts through an inte- expand ouireach be- develop the vendor eco- Plans for FY26 and expand accredited ware-
moving towards amore  viewed progress under credit assessment, inte- grated vendor network. ~ yond traditional high-  systemtoimprove farm- ~emphasised coordina- housing infrastructure
durable growth path. Zarkheze, describedasa gration with land and  The governor said volume regions. He ers’ access to certified ~tion with provincial gov- and enhance bank par-
Real GDP growth major step towards the crop information, and Zarkheze mustbe scaled urged banks to ensure inputs and advisory erments for digitisation ticipation in warehouse
reached 3.7pc in the first digital transformation of end-to-end loan trace- up as a core delivery the timely processing of services.Mr Ahmad also of land records, as well - receipt-based financing.

Risk-averse capital drives | Debt risks keep economy vulnerable

hybrld deals NEWS DESK:The frag- portion either short-term  and UAE investment, it had stronger reserves senior economist, said
ile external financing ormaturing withina few and i grelations and export diversi the economy cannot de-
NEWS DESK:Pakistan's system of Pakistan is years. Foreign exchange With the United States, fion. In eontrast, linrited pend on rollovers and

one of the main reasons  reserves have improved are positive signals. export growth and anar- short-term deposits for-
for the weak economic and crossed the $21 bil-  However, he cautioned row industrial base have ever. "Debt maturity ex-
structure of the country, lion mark in January that geopolitical align- reduced Pakistan's bar- tension should be
asheavy reliance on for-  2026; however, inflows ments can shift quickly. ~gaining power. treated as a strategic pri-
eign loans continues to from multilateral institu- "Economic strength Pakistan's exports  ority, not atemporary fix.
expose the economy to tions and friendly coun- must be the real shield. remained around $32 bil- -~ At the same time, struc-
sudden shocks, busi- tries are providing tem- Without strong buffers lion in FY25, far below ~tural reforms in taxatior
ness leaders and econo- porary support, while and self-reliance, exter- potential, while imports ~energy pricing and in-
mists said. repayment obligations nal partnerships alone continued to outpace dustrial productivity are

startup ecosystem, once
a headline-grabbing
post-Covid-19 success
story that attracted ag-
gressive venture capital
chasing growth and
buzzworthy "disrup-
tion," is now entering a
‘more cautious and strue-

i They added thatthe will remain heavy cannot guarantee stabil- export earnings despite essential toreduce exter-
turally different phase. external debt profile re-  throughout 2026 and  ity," he added. compression measures, nal dependence,” he
creasingly prioritisin: mains tilted towards beyond. He pointed out that The trade deficit, said.

gy P & short-term borrowing, Hassan said recent  a neighbouring regional - though reduced from According  to

risk-adjusted returns
and shifting capital to-
wards safer assets such lionin2025 fom$34mil- - evolving funding envi-

leaving little room for diplomatic develop- economy managed to previous highs, still Ahmed, sustainable
policy mistakes. "The ments, including closer negotiate better trade poses structural chal- growth of at least 5-6%

foni s government mustimme-  ties with Gulfstates, re-  terms during Trump-era lenges. annually is required to
as gold, the funding lion in 2024, while deal - ronment reflects broader | 5, 1 “begin serious ports of potential Saudi _tariffpressures because  ~ Dr SaleemAhmed,a _stabilise the debt-to-
landscape is undergo- activity also increased trends across emerging negotiations  with GDP ratio, which has re-
ing a transformation from eight deals to 16 markets. fiondly nations o se- [ atned olose to 705 1

marked by a decisive deals. "Pakistan's land-
move away from specu-  However, the nature ~ scape has changed, but

cure longer repayment g oear recent years.
lative equity rounds to- of capital changed sig- many of these changes i

periods and case pres- Economic growth

wards hybrid financing nificantly as hybrid fi- are not unique to Paki- zﬂ;ggg';esfgxéf“ ol has remained modest.

structures that now nancing, combining eq- stan," she said, adding Raja Waseem Hassan. etary Fund (IMF) has
dominate capital flows. ~uity with debt, surged that investors globally | vice Chairman ofthe Pa- projected GDP growth

The shift was high- dramatically and ac- are adopting diversified | pistan Industrial and ofaround 3.6% for FY26
lighted during counted for riearly 89% financing mechanisms | Traders Associations under a stabilisation
Invest2Innovate (i2i)’s of all capital raised in to manage risk expo- | Front (PIAF). scenario, whereas the
"Ecosystem Signals 2025, underscoring a  sure. According  to State Bank of Pakistan
2026" event, where in- structural shift in inves- Naqvi highlighted | Hassan. without extend- (SBP) is projecting
dustry leaders dis- tor behaviour rather that Pakistan already has | o the maturity of growth in the range of
cussed the findings of than a broad-based re- venture debt criteria and | Joans, the risk of recur- 3.75-4.75%. While infla-
Pakistan's Capital Land- vival in venture capital. instruments that ring balance-of-pay- tion has eased from its
scape Brief 2024-2025 During the period founders can utilise, | ments stress will con- peak of around 38% in
and outlined emerging under review, hybrid fi- providingalternative fic tinue to haunt the 2023, high borrowing
investment trends shap- nancing surged from just nancing channels be- | economy. costs and tighter mon-
ing the ecosystem. $1millionin2024t0$66 yond traditional equity Official data shows etary policy have slowed
Aleena Khan, Deputy million in 2025, repre- tounds. However, she | that Pakistan's total ex- industrial éxpansion.
Director Growth & Strai-  senting 89% of total cautioned that the eco- | temnal debt and liabilities vate seetorcredit growth
egy at i2i, highlighted capital. Misbah Naqvi, system remains incom- | stood at around $134.5 has remained weak, re-
that total startup fund- an early-stage investor, plete without successful | billion as of September flecting cautious busi-
ing doubled to $74 mil- noted that Pakistan's exits. 2025, with a significant ness sentiment.

PAVE Scheme rolls out EV | Short-term 1nﬂat10n decreases
subs1d1es, easy ﬁnancmg 0.59 per cent

NEWS DESK:ChiefEx- ¥ :
ceutive Officer (CEO) of . =
the Engineering Devel- -
opment Board (EDB),
Hamad Ali Mansoor,
said that under the Prime
Minister's PAVE (Paki-
stan Accelerated Vehicle
Electrification) Scheme,
the process of provid-
ing electric bikes, rick-
shaws and loaders on
casy instalments, along
with subsidy payments,
has commenced.

The initiative aims
to provide the public
with affordable and en-
vironmentally friendly
transportation while re-
ducing the country's de-
pendence on fucl.

Under the scheme,

NEWS DESK:Short-
term inflation in Paki-
stan, measured by the
Sensitive Price Index
(SPI) for the week end-
ing on February 12, de-
creased 0.59 per cent,
according to data re-
leased by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics.

The SPl-based in-
flation has been on an
upward trend for the
past few weeks, mainly
driven by a surge in
prices of perishable
" | products, pulses, and
meat.

Major decreases
noted during this time [
period were in the ' -/ -
electric bikes are being {1761p0) z)‘llowedgg)s/ by
offered a subsidy of up - e o fomatoes (12.02pc), B i XS & Ly .
e Syl ool e b DTS il | ke (o3 ont (03700, musard it Q1 Q588p0, Sl ions 22 040
o he approved bank wee a arget of xcesding gressine rapidly. Sheidy. ions (2.73pc), potatoes (0.34pc),  shirting powder (15.20pc), chicken (20.13pc), tea

! 08 CX ' . .49pc), (0.31pc), cigarettes beef (12.70pc), eggs lipton (13.95pc), salt
counts of applicants Rs100 billion in subsi-  He further stated  The EDBCEO said | ¢
through the State Bank ~dies by 2030. that the second phase of - that under the scheme. | (| 659“;‘0) powder (ggé:[‘l%cg)iﬂ ‘6%%3“;’;5 8}2358 Dananas ggi’;g“ (12.52pc).
of Pakistan (SBP). In he fist phase of - the scheme is about o electric bikes are being | (|- €9PS) | £PG ghee 1K (0 (Bpeand (11, 6Tpe), firewaod pulse - masoor

Inaddition, electric the scheme, subsidies begin and plans to pro- made available on easy
bikes andrickshaws are are being provided to vide subsidies on more ~instalments to students, | (1-31P¢), and sugar  The year-on-year (10.73pc), powdered (1.33pc)
being provided on easy 41,000 recipients ofelec-  than 78,000 electric ve- youth and women. (1.12pe). data show a 4.26pc in- - milk (9.89pc), shirting The weekly SPI
instalments through tric vehicles, hicles. He added that the |  Major increases crease. (8.82pc) and gur base year 2015-
bank leasing. including 40,000 He clarified that government initiative is | Were in the prices of The major influ- (8.81pc). 16=100, covers 17 ur-
Mansoor added electric bikesand 1,000 only individuals who expected to help reduce | bananas (7.62pc), gar- ences contirbuting to Major decreases ban centres and tracks
that the government electric rickshaws and obtain electric bikes, fuel import bills, combat | lic (4.35pc), pulse this annual trend were were seen in the prices the prices of 51 essen-
plans to provide ap- loaders. rickshaws or loaders environmental pollution | mash (2.69pc), chilies an increase in tomatoes  of potatoes (44.68pc), tial items across all ex-
proximately Rs9 billion He said the transfer through an approved and promote alternative | powder (1.68pc), mut- (73.36pc), wheat flour garlic (30.78pc), pulse penditure groups and
in subsidies during the of subsidy amounts to procedure under the energy sources. ton (0.80pc), beef (33.82pc), gas charges gram (23.81pc), on- quintiles.
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Zimbabwe pull off shock win over Australia at T20 World Cup

NEWS DESK: Zimba-
bwe beat a depleted
Australia by 23 runs on
Friday in Colombo to
pull off the biggest
shock of the T20 World
Cup so far.

After posting 169-2
in their 20 overs, thanks
mainly to Brian
Bennett’s classy 64 not
out, Zimbabwe had Aus-
tralia 29-4 before dis-
missing them for 146 in
19.3 overs.

The Zimbabweans,
ranked 11th were always
in control against their
second-ranked oppo-
nents in the Group B
game at R. Premadasa
Stadium after opening
bowlers  Blessing
Muzarabani and Brad
Evans ripped out
Australia’s top order.

There were sensa-
tional scenes at the
venue as a group of Zim-
babwe fans dressed in
their team jerseys cel-
ebrated the win with a
traditional dance.

“It is a huge win for
us,” said Bennett.

“There are fans who
have come all the way
from Zimbabwe and they
have enjoyed the game
and it is a special feeling

today to get a win here.”
[uzarabani was the
pick of the bowlers fin-
ishing with 4-17.
“Twas really happy
that today really came
off,” said Muzarabani,

who was named player
of the match

“Talso believe that
everyone really bowled
well. We missed Richi
(Ngarava), but Brad
(Evans) really bowled

well.The next step”It’s
really good to beat Aus-
tralia, but it will also be
nice to qualify for the
Super Eights. Sowe’ll be
lhmkmg about the next
step.”

Australia retained
hope of a rearguard vic-
tory when Glenn Max-
well and Matt Renshaw
put on 77 for the fifth
wicket.

But once part-time

d =
leg-spinner Ryan Burl
induced one of the short
game’s great players,
Maxwell, to drag on to
his stumps for 31, they
were never in the hunt
and tumbled from 106-4

to 146all out.

Opening batsman
Bennett’s unbeaten 64
off 56 balls was an exer-
cise in controlled aggres-
sion as he rarely went the
aerial route and found
the boundary seven
times.

It was the 22-year-
old’s 10th half-century
in T20 internationals.

“It was the type of
wicket you have to do
the hard yards,” said
Bennett.

Zimbabwe thrashed
Oman in their opener and
their last two group
games will be against Ire-
land and Sri Lanka.

Co-hosts Sri Lanka
have also won both their
matches so far.

/e are in a good
position to go to the next
round having won two
out of two,” said
Bennett.

Ryan Burl and
Bennett put on 70 for the
second wicket, a record
stand for Zimbabwe in
T20 World Cups after an
opening partnership of
61 with Tadiwanashe
Marumani.

Australia beat Ire-
land on Wednesday, but
with matches to come

against Sri Lanka and
Oman, another defeat
could see them on the
plane home after the
group stage.

Without their cap-
tain Mitchell Marsh for
the second match, and
the previously ruled out
pace spearheads Pat
Cummins and Josh
Hazlewood, Australia’s
campaign in the 20-na-
tion tournament is in
danger of falling apart at
the first hurdle.

The former champi-
ons were left with more
to worry as Marcus
Stoinis was struck on his
left palm attempting a
return catch halfway
through his third over.

The all-rounder was
accompanied off the
field in pain. He did come
out to bat but scored
onlysix.

“Stoinis was going
to bat higher and him not
being able to bat higher
was a blow,” said
Renshaw, who top
scored with 65.

“Medical staff will
examine how bad is his
injury. We weren’t good
enough today. There is
time for flair in T20
cricket.

ICC invites major Asian stakeholders
to Pak-India Feb 15 T20 clash for
talks to 'melt ice': report

NEWS DESK: The Inter-
national Cricket Council
(ICC) has invited all five
Asian stakeholders for
talks to de-escalate mat-
ters on the sidelines of
the high stakes Paki-
stan-India T20 World
Cup match on February

N reported
Bangladeshi news outlet
Prothom Alo.

The World Cup,
featuring 20 teams di-
vided into four groups.
began on Saturday.
Originally, Bangladesh
had been included in the
slate but requested the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) to shift
‘matches from India to Sri
Lanka after its star
player, Mustafizur

Rehman, was released
from the Indian Premier
League following objec-
tions from ruling party
activists. The ICC de-
clined the request and
replaced Bangladesh
with Scotland.

Pakistan took a prin-
cipled stand in support
of Bangladesh and pro-
tested the ICC's deci-

on, a move that further
strained relations with
the governing body.
The federal government
also ordered the team
not to play the match
against India in Co-
lombo. The situation was
finally resolved after a
round of meeti; in
Lahore with ICt
Bangladesh Cricket

Board (BCB) officials
earlier this week that led
to the government ap-
proving Pakistan's par-
ticipation in the much-
anticipated  match

against India.
In an interview with
Prothom Alo, a Bengali-
daily, on

dent Aminul Islam was
questioned about any
efforts from his side to
ease tensions with India
to which he responded:
"The ICC has taken a
decision in this regard.
The five major Asian
stakeholders playa cen-
tral role in world cricket.
During the India—Paki-
stan World Cup match
on the 15th, the ICC

Sociedad down Athletic in Spanish
Cup semi-final first leg

NEWS DESK:Real

Sociedad took control
of their Copa del Rey

in 10 matches since
Pellegrino Matarazzo

wants representative:
from these five Asian
nations to attend to-
gether, watch the mdlch
and  engage

dialogue." Queslmned it
it should be taken as an
"attempt to ice-melting
step”, the BCB chief re-
plied* "You may inter-
pret it that way."

Islam had also vis-
ited Lahore and met Pa-
kistan Cricket Board
(PCB) Chairman Mohsin
Naqvi. He had re-
quested Naqvi to ask the
government to allow Pa-
kistan to play the match
against India.

Islam discussed the
delicate diplomatic
manoeuvres undertaken
to  ensure that
Bangladesh’s stance
would not adversely af-
fect the ongoing
cricketing tensions be-
tween India and Paki-
stan. He told the outlet
that the agenda of his
trip focused on protect-
ing Bangladesh's inter-
ests while trying to find
a way to persuade Paki-
stan to play against In-
dia.

Islam revealed that
Pakistan had initially
taken a firm stance, re-
fusing to play the match
against India in the on-
going T20 World Cup.

Italy dream of cricket ‘in Rome, Milan and

ambitions

top-class cricket from
Rome to Milan and Bo-
logna after a historic and
emotional first T20
World Cup victory.

The lowest-ranked
side in the 20-team to
nament hammered Nepal
by 10 wickets on Thus
day at Mumbai’s
‘Wankhede Stadium.

The win, in just
their second match at
their debut T20 World
Cup, left some of the
Ttaly players in tears of

oy.
> Brothers Justin and
Anthony Mosca — who
hail from Sydney

powered the team’s
chase of 124 to achieve

more than seven overs
to spare.

None of the Italy
team was born in the
country far better known
for its football than its
cricket.

But the victory
meant everything to
themand after hitting the
winning runs, the 34-
year-old Anthony raised
his arms to the sky,
roared and shed a tear.

“Idon’t think you'll
see many players
the field aftera \vm in the
group stages,” stand-in
captain Harry Manenti
said.

“I think you’ve got
to appreciate what Italy
cricket is bringing to the

a famous triumph with

game, understand that
the passion is slightly
different with the Ttal-

n;

“We will bring that
everywhere we go, no
matter the level of the
tournament or the level
of the
opposition.”England
loom next, at Kolkata’s
Edcn Gardens on Mon-

o
£

llaly s cricket fed-
eration says it has about
1,800 players and around
100 clubs, but it is strug-
gling for a natural cricket
pitch.

Manenti  hopes
their World Cup exploits
will help change the
whole face of the sport
in the country.

Bologna’ after hlstorlc win at T20 World Cup

“We want other
teams to host us and
build facilities that host
them back and that’s our
goal as a team,” said
Manenti, whose brother
Ben also plays for the

de.

“That will provide
opportunities for kids
whoare currently in Italy
learning the game at a
school level to see us
playingin Rome or Milan
or Bologna.”

Italy lost their
opener to Scotland by 73
runs but bounced back
in style to stun Nepal,
who had given heavy-
weights England a
mighty scare on Sunday.

The feat was
achieved without South
Africa-born skipper
Wayne Madsen, who
dislocated his shoulder
in the Scotland defeat.

Italyis in the middle
of the Winter Olympics,
but their coach John
Davison says the cricket
team deserves its mo-
ment in the headlines
there and beyond.

“This will be front-
page news in a lot of|
countries and a lot of
publications in Italy,”
said the former Canada
captain.

“For us to get that
sort of exposure and
maybe knock the Winter
Olympics off the back
page of the sports would
be unbelievable for
cricket in the country
and just bnng some at-
tention to us.

i-final tic witha 1-
0 first-leg win at Ath-
letic Bilbao as Benat
Turrientes struck in
the second half in the
Basque derby on
‘Wednesday.
The clash be-
tween the long-time ri-
vals was finely bal-
anced in the first half,
but the visitors were

the two sides and are

the return leg at San
Sebastian’s Anoeta on
March 4.

La Real, unbeaten

the more composed of

well-placed ahead of

took cha-rge in mid-
D ber, were
sharper ina lively first
half at San Mames
but found Athletic’s
second-choice goal-
keeper Alex Padilla,
deputising for Unai
Simon in the Cup, in
fine form.Padilla first
produced a sharp save
to thwart Pablo
Marin’s close-range
effort from a counter-
attack in the 25th
minute and then de-
nied Jon Martin with a
reflex stop after
Carlos Soler’s pinpoint
free kick six minutes

later.Mikel Oyarzabal
went close for the visi-
on afterwards,
while a last-ditch slid-
ing tackle prevented
Inaki Williams from
capitalising on an Ath-
letic counter-attack
before halftime.
Padilla continued
his heroics in the sec-
ond half, pulling off a
brilliant one-handed
save within a minute of
the restart to keep out
Opyarzabal’s low strike
from the edge of the
box.From the rebound,
Marin struck the post.
Athletic coach
Ernesto Valverde in-
troduced Nico Will-

iams in the 55th
minute, but the Spain
forward, still recover-
ing from a persistent
groin injury, struggled
to provide a decisive
spark.The  break-
through finally came in
the 62nd minute when
Athletic’s defence
was caught trying to
playout from the back.

Carlos Soler’s in-
terception for
Sociedad set up
Goncalo  Guedes,
whose chip over the
advancing Padilla fell
invitingly for
Turrientes to dispatch
the ball into the empty
net.

Trent return can help Arbeloa's
Real Madrid move forward

NEWS DESK:Trent
Alexander-Arnold's Real
Madrid career has not
got off the ground yet
but, fit again after injury,
the England right-back
could be crucial for the
Spanish giants in the
second half of the
season.With Alvaro
Arbeloa's side still tak-
ing shape following the
coach's arrival in Janu-
ary, Alexander-Arnold
has the chance to make
himselfa key part of the
club's battle for silver-

ware,
Pellegrino

Santiago Bernabeu on
Saturday in La Liga, in
what promises to be an
enticing clash.
Arbeloa's Madrid
are looking to move two
points clear of Barcelona
and take the lead in La
Liga before the Catalans
visit Girona on Monday.
Former Liverpool
full-back Alexander-
Arnold, who came off

the bench last weekend
as Madrid beat Valencia,
could potentially start
for the first time since
December 3.

After a decent early
showing for Madrid at
the Club World Cup last
summer, hamstring and
thigh injuries have
stopped him settling in,
limiting him to 12 appear-
ances across all compe-
titions this season.

"After (he's had) a
long time out, we will
proceed with caution."

said Arbeloa after
Alexander-Arold's re-
turn, with Spanish news-
paper AS reporting
Madrid's aim is for him
to start against Benfica
in the Champions
League play-off round
on February 17.

Even if Arbeloa
uses veteran Dani
Carvajal or youngster
David Jimenez to start
against Real Sociedad,
the expectation is for
Alexander-Arnold to get
more crucial minutes un-
der his belt.

Wit superstar
striker Kylian Mbappe a
doubt for the game be-
cause of knee discom-
fort, the defender's cre-
ative input could prove
an important weapon for
Los Blancos against a
Real Sociedad side un-
beaten in nine matches.

Matarazzo's side
defeated champions
Barcelona last month
and have one foot in the
Copa del Rey final after
a semi-final first leg win
atrivals Athletic Bilbao
this  week.Winger
Vinicius Junior is set to
return from suspension
for Madrid after missing
the effective  but
uninspiring win over
Valencia.
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13 killed, 9 injured inafﬁc accident
on M9 Motorway in Karachi

NEWS DES| had died in the accident tanker.
people were ki and nine others were in- Rescue 1122
nine others were injured j spokesperson
in a traffic accident in- Hassaanul  Haseeb
volvingan oil tanker and Khan told Dawn that
a passenger bus on the four vehicles were in-
M9 Motorway at Ansari volved in the fatal acci-
Bridge near DHA City, dent: an oil tanker, a pas-
according to officials. senger bus, a passenger
fter the accident, van and a trailer carry-
a significant quantity of ing goods.
oil spread on the M9 He also corrobo-
Motorway, causing dif- rated the SSP’s state-
ficulties for rescue work- ment regarding the pas-
ers who avoided using senger bus travelling in
electrical equipment for the wrong direction.
fear of fire. ever,
As aresult, they had Motorway police, in a
tomanually cut apart the statement, said the acci-
vehicles to retrieve the dent was caused by the
bodies of the injured. oil tanker’s tyre burst-
Malir Superinten- ing. The statement also
dent of Police (SSP) Dr confirmed the four ve-
Abdul Khaliq Pirzada hicles were involved in
told Dawn that 13 people the accident.

Mohsin Naqvi floats Imran
Khan's possible transfer to
Islamabad Model Jail in
visit to facility

NEWS DESK:Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
on Friday indicated that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder and fmran

an may be shifted to
the new under-con-
struction Islamabad
Model Jail.

The project, origi-
nally launched in 2011,
has faced continuous
delays over the past 14
years.

Its initial estimated
cost of Rs3.9 billion has
gone up to Rs18.2b an
is expected to cross
Rs20b by the end of
Janudry2026

The Islamabad
Model Jail i being con-
structed on 90 acres of
land in Sector H-11.

The prison is
planned to have a capac-
ity to house 2,000
inmates. It was decided
last year to partially ac-
tivate the jail by Decem-
ber31,2025, by complet-
ing Special Barrack No.
3 on an emergency bd»
sis. The hi
barrack was intended fm
the transfer of PTI
founder and former
prime minister Imran
Khan from Adiala Jail,
where he is. currently in-
carcerated However, the
special barrack could

id that the ini-
tial investigation
showed that the oil
tanker was on its way to
Karachi, while the pas
senger  bus  was
Sanghar-bound

He said that the bus
was coming from the
wrong direction, which
led to the accident.

He said that asa re-
sult, the oil tanker over-
turned and fell onto the
van.

The police official
said that the rescue op-
eration had been com-
pleted;

however, combus-
tible material was being
removed from the oil

ery facility would be
available at the new jail.

Naqvi’s remarks
come amid a political

torm  surrounding
Imran’s health.

Earlier today, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry
said the government
would afford no negli-
gence in Imran’s eye ex-
amination and medical
treatment, adding that
arrangements would be
made wherever ordered.

counsel Advo-
cate Salman Safdar sub-
mitted a Supreme Court-
mandated report on
Thursday after meeting
the former prime minis-
ter in Adiala jail earlier
this week.

Imran informed
Safdar that his right eye
was now functioning at
only 15% capacity after
he underwent a medical
procedure at the Paki-
stan Institute of Medical

Police Academy today,
where he reviewe!
progress on key security
and training infrastruc-
ture project:
Offici

cials briefed him
that the jail project had
now achieved over 85%
completion in phase one
and was expected to be-
come functional within
two months.

The facility will fea-
ture dual security walls,
a digital monitoring sys-
tem and a centralised
control room.

During hi
tion, Naq;
barracks and cxprcs&cd
satisfaction over the
pace and quality of con-
struction, directing au-
thorities to accelerate
work through double-
shift operations.

The interior minis-
ter also inspected the
model room of the hos-
tel being built for under-
training assistant super-
Sciences last month. intendents at the Na-

Subsequently, a tional Police Academy,

bench com-  issuin; to
prising Chief Justice of ensure high-standard
Pakistan Yahya Afridi accommodation for po-
and Justice Shahid Bilal  lice officers.
Hasan ordered that He observed that
Imran be granted access enhanced infrastructure
to his personal physi- at the academy would
cians in Adiala Jail and  improve the quality of
allowed telephone con- police training
not be completed, delay- tact with his sons. nationwide.Designed to
mg hls transfer once he revelations accommodate both con-
aga about his eye condition ~victed prisoners and un-

Spcd.kmg totheme-  sparked outrage among  der-trial detainees, the
dia after a visit to the opposition ranks and facility includes separate
under-construction other politicians. large barracks for women
prison, the interior min- The Tehreek-e- andjuvenile detainees.
ister was asked whether ~Tahaffuz-e-Ain Pakistan Tt will also feature a
Imran would also be also staged a sit-in out- school for staff children,
moved to the new facil-  side Parliament House, a 22-bed hospital for in-
ity, to which he said, “If vowing to continue the mates and staff,
he has been sentenced protest until Imran was mosque, an imambargah,
by Islamabad, then he admitted toa hospital in a church, a library and
will come here. Islamabad. an auditorium.

The people [sen- Protest leaders said The project’s cost
tenced in] Islamabad will no compromise would escalated due to per:
be brought here.” made on the PTI tent delays and a steep

founder’s health,
Inspection ofjail fa-
cilities

'he interior minis-
ter visited the jail and the
new traince officers’

Discussing the jail’s
facilities, Nagvi said it
would have complete
‘medical facilities, includ-
ing an advanced hospi-
tal.

rise in construction ma-
terial prices.

Over the years, mul-
tiple meetings regarding
the project were held
during the tenures of

He stated that ev- hostel at the National former prime ministers.

By-Election Schedule Issued for
NA-256 Khuzdar

MuhammadZeeshan:
The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan has
announced the com-
plete schedule for the
by-election on National
Assembly seat NA-256
Khuzdar, which be-
came vacant after the
resignation of
Muhammad Akhtar
Mengal.

According to the
official schedule, the
Returning Officer will
issue a public notice on
February 18, 2026.

Nomination papers
can be submitted from
February 20 to Febru-
ary 24.
The preliminary list
of candidates will be
published on February
25, while scrutiny of
nomination papers will
be completed by
March 4.

Appeals against
the decisions of the Re-
turning Officer may be
filed before the appel-
late tribunal by March
9. Decisions on these
appeals will be an-
nounced by March 16,
the same day the re-
vised list of candidates

will be released.
March 17 has been
set as the final date for
withdrawal of nomina-
tion papers, after
which the final list of

contesting candidates
will be published.
Election symbols
will be allotted on
March 18.Polling for
the by-election will be

held on Sunday, April
5, 2026. Election au-
thorities have stated
that necessary arrange-
ments will be made to
ensure a smooth and

transparent electoral
process. Voters of NA-
256 have been urged to
participate actively and
exercise their demo-
cratic right.

Afghan soil must not be used for
terrorism, Pakistan tells UN

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
on Friday reiterated its
call for Afghan territory

to cease being used for |

terrorism against
neighbouring states,
urging steps to prevent
what it described as “ex-
ternal spoilers” from ex-
ploiting the situation,
during a meeting of the
United Nations Security
Council (UNSC).

The UNSC unani-
mously adopted a draft
resolution renewing the

mandate of the Monitor-
ing Team i
1988 Afghanistan Sanc-
tions Committee—re-
sponsible for oversee-
ing the Taliban sanc-
tions regime—for a fur-
ther 12 months. All 15
Council members, in-
cluding Pakistan, voted
in favour of the resolu-
tion, extending the man-
date until Feb. 17,2027.
The draft was prepared
and submitted by the
United States.
Speaking at the
Council, Pakistan’s Per-
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secure the safe release
of hostages.

“We call upon the
Taliban to prevent terror-
ist groups from carrying
out such actions with
impunity and to effec-
tively combat terrorism,”
Ahmad said, urging sus-
tained and verifiable
counterterrorism
measures. The ambassa-
dor said the Council had
spoken with a “unani-

manent e
to the UN, Asim Iftikhar
Ahmad, voiced serious
concerns over the con-
tinued presence of ter-
rorist groups on Afghan
soil, including Tehreek-
e-Taliban _Pakistan
(TTP), the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA)
and its Majeed Brigade,
Islamic State Khorasan
(ISIL-K), and Al Qaeda.

“With the adoption
of this resolution, the
Council sends a clear

authorities lhal Afghdn
territory should not be
used to threaten or at-
tack any country,” the
ambassador said, ac-
cording to highlights of
his remarks shared on X.

He added that the
Council also expects all
member states to ensure
that kidnappers, hos-
tage-takers and terror
groups do not benefit—
directly or indirectly
from ransom payments
or political

committed to reviewing
the sanctions regime as
appropriate, taking into
account realities on the
ground. He expressed
hope that the Monitor-
ing Team would con-
tinue to report actively
and support the work of
the 1988 Taliban Sanc-
tions Committee.

“Itis for the Afghan
authorities to decide
what path they wish to
choose—whether the
path of isolation or the
path of peace and pros-
perity as a responsible
member of the interna-
tional community,” he
concluded.A day earlier,
Foreign Office spokes-
person Tahir Andrabi
said a recent report by
the UNSC’s 1267 Sanc-
tions Committee had

“extensively supported”
Pakistan’s long-held po-
sition that terrorist
groups—particularly
the TTP—continue to

and to take measures to

message to the Taliban

mous voice™ in high- operate from Afghan soil
lighting A ’s with I space
challenges and remained and support.

Media monitor reports continued
underrepresentation of women, highlights
potentlal of dlgltal platforms

NEWS DESK:A report
by the Global Media
Monitoring Project
(GMMP) released on
Thursday found that
women in Pakistan con-
tinues to e
underrepresented in the
media, although digital
platforms offered greater
space for their participa-
tion and visibility.

The Pakistan Na-
tional Report 2025 was
released by the GMMP’s
Pakistan partner, Uks Re-
search Centre.

It was based on the

monitoring of the news
landscape on May 6 last
year—a day “marked by
Severe military and po-
litical lcn;lon; dlong the
Line of Control with In-
dia” — which shaped
the news content and
the visibility of women
across different plat-
forms.
“The data captures
not just a single day’s
news, but the outcome
of decades of institu-
tional and societal fac-
tors that shape women’s
visibility in Pakistani
media,” the report said,
adding, “On a day that
was dominated by over-
whelming national secu-
ity coverage, these find-
ings show broader sys-
temic trends.”

According to the
report, the monitoring
‘was based on nine print
newspapers, six televi-
sion channels, the state-
owned Pakistan Broad-
casting Corporation ra-
dio channel, and four
news-based websites.
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across all media.
Notably, in print,
bylines by women com-
prised 5pc of the total,
while radio showed
100pc female reporting
on the monitoring day —
although the report
warned against
generalisation due to a
small sample size.
he report added
that of the 29pc of news
reported or presented by
women, 96pc of them
served as anchors or
presenters and only 4pc
were field reporters.
“Women reporters
were largely absent from
producing stories about
‘men as subjects. On the
other hand, men re-
ported almost all the sto-
ries that featured women
subjects,” it added.
V coverage on

(GBV) coverage.
However, digital
media platforms high-
lighted greater
inclusivity, as women
made up 26pc of sub-
jects in internet news.
They were also visible in
politics (23pc). science
and health (33pc), social
and legal issues (33pc),

Thirteen volunteers par-
ticipated in the monitor-
ing, including Uks staff
and students from vari-
ous universities.

It found that women
constituted only 11 per
cent of news subjects
across traditional media
(print, television and ra-
dio), reflecting “their
marginalisation in the and were “central”to all
coverage of politics, monitored GBV stories
cconomy, crime, and (I
sports™.

Across these plat-
forms, they appeared
most frequently in arts,
culture, and celebrity
porting (60pc) and sci-
ence and health (28pc),
but were nearly absent
in the hard-news areas
highlighted above, rang-
ing from 0-10pc in each
area as well as in Gen-
der-Based Violence

00pc).
“These findings il-
lustrate a consistent plat-
form-based gap, with
online news offering
women a higher likeli-
hood of vmblllly” the
report stated.
1t further said that
the role of women in
news production re-
mained “extremely lim-

ited”, with men dominat-
ing reporting roles

the monitoring day was
limited, with only a
single story recorded in
traditional media. Online
outlets, however, ad-
dressed sexual haras:
ment and technology-fa-
cilitated violence and
often also talked about
broader gender inequal-
ity and rights-based per-
spectives, it said.

Meanwhile,
women’s visibility as
central subjects was lim-
ited, with only 15pc of
news stories featuring
women as the main fo-
cus, according to the re-
port. Women’s news
subjects primarily repre-
sented government offi-
cials or politicians and
were rarely in roles pro-
viding personal experi-
ence oras experts.

In addition, the re-
port highlighted that
women were identified
by their family roles or
status in 15pc of cases
compared to only 2pc for
men.

A greater percent-
age of men were re-
ported as victims, while
photographs “dispro-
portionately showed
men” over women, and
direct quotes were over-
whelmingly given by
men, with only 10.5pc of
quotes attributed to
women.

“Overall, only Ipc
of the news content chal-
lenged gender stereo-
types, and only Ipc of
stories highlighted is-
sues of gender equality
or inequality between
women and men,” it said.




