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SBP fined Rs500,000
for denying

paternity leave
to employee

NEWS DESK:

The State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) has been fined
Rs500,000 for unlawfully de-
nying paternity leave to an
employee after a decision by
the Federal Ombudsperson for
Protection Against Harass-
ment Fouzia Waqar. The case
was filed by Syed Basit Ali, an
officer serving as OG-1 at the
SBP Banking Services Corpo-
ration (BSC).

Following the birth of his
son on April 4 2025, he applied
for 30 days’ paternity leave on
April 10. His request was re-
fused because “no such leave
existed under the prevailing
policy of SBP,” although ma-
ternity leave is granted to fe-
male employees under the
Maternity and Paternity Leave
Act, 2023.

Ali argued that SBP BSC
falls under the administrative
control of the federal govern-
ment, and therefore, the act
applies. He added that SBP
and SBP BSC “cannot selec-
tively adopt provisions of the
Act, granting maternity leave
while denying paternity leave
under the same statute.”

SBP’s counsel countered
that the bank, as an autono-
mous entity, is not bound by the
act and that paternity leave
had not been incorporated into
its service rules. The argu-
ments focused heavily on mat-
ters of jurisdiction. The
complainant’s counsel pre-
sented evidence, including job
advertisements and bidding
documents, to show that SBP
BSC adheres to federal regu-
lations.

In her ruling, Waqar
stated: “The denial of paternity
leave to the Complainant, to
which he is legally entitled as
a father, while allowing mater-
nity leave to female employ-
ees, constitutes clear gender-
based discrimination.”

The judgment imposed a
fine of Rs500,000 on SBP, di-
recting that Rs400,000 be paid
to the complainant within 30
days, while the remaining
Rs100,000 is to be deposited
into the national treasury. SBP
has also been ordered to grant
Basit Ali 30 days’ paid pater-
nity leave and to update its
leave policies to align fully with
the Maternity and Paternity
Leave Act, 2023.

Waqar further said, “Re-
fusal to grant paternity leave
is equivalent to harassment on
the basis of gender.

Providing maternity leave
while denying paternity leave
constitutes gender discrimina-
tion. Childcare is not solely the
responsibility of women, and
refusal

of paternity leave under-
mines the shared responsibil-
ity of parents and the best in-
terests of the child.”

The ruling further empha-
sized that statutory rights can-
not be overridden by internal
policies, and that federal insti-
tutions,

 including autonomous
bodies, are bound by constitu-
tional guarantees and welfare
legislation.

“The order categorically
rejected the long-standing
claim of institutional autonomy
used to deny statutory rights.
State Bank of Pakistan is
owned, controlled, and super-
vised by the Federal Govern-
ment, and SBP Banking Ser-
vices Corporation, as its wholly
owned subsidiary, cannot es-
cape the application of federal
welfare legislation,” the
Ombudsperson added.

Balochistan Rolls Out Ramazan Relief Package
for 328,000 Families

SYED ALI SHAH:

Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Balochistan,
Muhammad Hamza Shafqat,
has reiterated that facilitating
lawful trade is the provincial
government’s top priority.
Speaking to the Quetta Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try, he warned that illegal bor-
der trade, smuggling, and
poppy cultivation will no longer
be tolerated in the province.
Passport-Only Entry

at Iran Border
Hamza Shafqat an-

nounced that within one to two
months, cross-border move-
ment with Iran will switch to
the One Document Regime

(ODR), requiring passport-
based entry. Local permits will
no longer be valid, ensuring
stricter monitoring and control
of border traffic.

The additional chief sec-
retary dismissed claims that un-
employment is responsible for
law and order problems in
Balochistan.

“Data shows that areas
facing higher terrorism inci-
dents actually have lower un-
employment rates compared to
other divisions,” he said, high-
lighting the need to focus on
security and governance rather
than assumptions.
Security Update on
January 31 Attacks

Hamza Shafqat shared
that nearly 400 individuals

were involved in attacks across
the province on January 31, of
whom 221 have been killed and
about

100 arrested. Investiga-
tions revealed that the Noshki
attack was financially sup-
ported through poppy cultiva-
tion, emphasizing the link be-
tween illegal trade and terror-
ism.

The government will
strictly prevent smuggling of
essential commodities facing
shortages in the province and
across Pakistan. Issues related
to Pakistani sugar trade in
Balochistan are under review,
and authorities will ensure that
legal trade is fully protected.

Business Community
Voices Challenges

Representatives of the
Quetta Chamber of Com-
merce highlighted obstacles
including unfair tax valuation,
delays in import-export move-
ment, and bureaucratic
hurdles. They requested:

Extension of EIF period by
six months

Permission for up to 10%
mutilation of rollable scrap

Extended Taftan border
operating hours

Free movement of goods
through Bazaarche Business
Terminal

Hamza Shafqat assured
the business community that
proposals would be reviewed
seriously. The government
plans to extend border operat-
ing hours and improve trade fa-
cilitation in coordination with

relevant departments.
Residents of border dis-

tricts will receive free passport
facilities, while financial assis-
tance will be provided through
the

Benazir Income Support
Programme. Children of work-
ers registered with the Work-
ers Welfare Board will gain
access to free education at top
institutions, and individuals
seeking overseas employment
may receive up to Rs700,000
in support.

The additional chief sec-
retary urged the Quetta Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try to form a committee for
regular coordination with the
government to address trade
and business challenges effec-
tively.

Staff Reporter:

Quetta: As Ramazan begins, the
Balochistan government has
launched a province-wide relief
package to support families
struggling with rising living
costs.Speaking at a press con-
ference in Quetta, Director
General PDMA Jehanzaib Khan
said the initiative is aimed at en-
suring that no deserving house-
hold is left without basic food
support during the holy month.

He explained that, on the in-
structions of the Chief Minis-
ter, the Ramazan Relief Pack-
age will reach 328,000 low-in-
come families in all districts of
the province.

Supplies have already been
delivered to over 20 districts,
allowing distribution to begin
without delay.

To improve transparency
and restore public trust, the gov-
ernment has revised the distri-
bution process this year.

Relief items will be handed
out through an eight-member
District Coordination Commit-
tee, formed to ensure fair dis-
tribution and prevent misuse.

The PDMA chief assured
that the quality of ration would
meet set standards and that the
assistance would strictly be lim-
ited to deserving families.

“This support is meant for
those who truly need it,” he

said, adding that monitoring
mechanisms are in place at ev-
ery level.Each relief package has
been prepared to cover a

family’s food requirements for
around 15 days, providing
timely relief during the most
demanding part of Ramazan.

Jahanzeb Khan said the gov-
ernment remains committed to
delivering aid with dignity,
transparency, and care, calling

the relief package a step toward
easing the daily hardships faced
by vulnerable communities dur-
ing the holy month.
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SBKWU Teacher
Recruitment Scandal Raises

Alarms for Pakistan’s
Education System

Editorial:
Serious questions

have emerged over
the secondary
teachers recruit-
ment process con-
ducted by Sardar
Bahadur Khan
Women’s Univer-
sity (SBKWU),
triggering wide-
spread concern
about merit, trans-
parency, and ac-
countability in
Balochistan’s  edu-
cation system.

It is essential to clarify
a point that has
caused public con-
fusion: the adver-
tised posts were
NOT for SBKWU
itself.

The university was
only assigned the
responsibility of
conducting tests
and interviews for
Secondary School
Teacher recruit-
ment across
Balochistan.

According to initial
findings, hundreds
of candidates who
had failed were al-
legedly declared
successful during
the teacher recruit-
ment process.

Given the scale of the
exercise, involving
thousands of appli-
cants for secondary
teaching positions
across the prov-
ince, such irregu-
larities cannot rea-
sonably be de-
scribed as clerical
mistakes.

The magnitude
strongly suggests
organised manipu-
lation, carried out
with the involve-
ment or protection
of influential indi-
viduals rather than
the actions of a
single official.

This issue strikes at
the heart of educa-
tion governance in
Balochistan. Sec-
ondary school
teachers shape the
academic founda-
tion of students,
and any compro-
mise on merit di-
rectly damages
learning outcomes.

In Balochistan, where
literacy rates re-
main among the
lowest in the coun-
try, flawed teacher
recruitment further
deepens an already
critical education

Taftan border and Balochistan Govt’s response

Balochistan’s education sector,
implementation of article 25-A

Improving the educa-
tion sector has always
been the hallmark of
all successive govern-
ments in Balochistan.
Every government has
allocated substantial
funds to improve the
education sector and
quality of education to
enable students to
compete on national
and international level.
Health and education,
all successive govern-
ments declared their
priorities.

Former Chief
Minister, Dr. Abdul
Malik Baloch led na-
tionalist government
allocated around 24
percent budget to
bring the province at
par with other parts of
the country. Dr.
Baloch’s government
also declared emer-
gency and announced
implementation of ar-
ticle 25-A of the con-
stitution to enroll all out
of school children in
Balochistan. The num-
ber of out of school
children in Balochistan
is currently over 1 mil-

lion. However, inde-
pendent sources put
the number high as
compared to the offi-
cial data. There are
conflicting figures
about the exact num-
ber of out of school
children in
Balochistan.

To be precise,
positive strides were
made during Dr. Malik
Baloch led govern-
ment to improve the
education sector.

For the first time
in the history of
Balochistan, 5000
teachers were ap-
pointed through na-
tional testing service
(NTS), launching an
effective campaign
against growing
cheating during exami-
nations and introduc-
ing the education man-
agement and informa-
tion system to ensure
the presence of teach-
ers in schools.

Track record
shows, teachers were
always recruited on
political basis with no
merit and transpar-

ency in the recruit-
ment process. This has
ruined the entire edu-
cation sector. Dr.
Malik Baloch, the then
adviser on education
Sardar Raza
Muhammad Bareech
led rallies against
cheating to create
awareness among the
people regarding the
curse of cheating in
educational institu-
tions.

After the removal
of Sardar Razar
Bareech as an adviser
on education and
transfers of senior bu-
reaucrats Ghullam Ali
Baloch and Saboor
Kakar, no effective
step was taken to im-
prove the quality of
education in
Balochistan.

Now again the
portfolio of education
has been awarded to
Sardar Yar
Muhammad Rind who
belongs to Pakistan
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI).
Mr. Rind has made
announcements to
bring what he claimed

revolutionary changes.
However, improve-
ment in education sec-
tor, enrolling out of
school children in
schools and improving
quality of education
needs a multi-pronged
strategy. Senior bu-
reaucrat Ghullam Ali
Baloch who had al-
ready served as sec-
retary education has
again been posted.

Mr. Baloch is tak-
ing a number of initia-
tives to improve
schooling and trace
out ghost schools and
teaches across the
province.

However, political
speed breakers ap-
pear to be major ob-
stacles in his way.

Despite being the
poorest province of
Pakistan, Balochistan
spends over 70 billion
rupees on primary,
middle, secondary
and higher education
in the province.

The province
spends thousands of
rupees per month on
a student. Unfortu-

nately, neither the
quality nor the educa-
tion standard meet na-
tional standards what
to speak about inter-
national standards.
Poor quality of educa-
tion is the result of
poor capacity of
teachers that needs to
be improved to com-
pete on national and
international level.

The Balochistan
government has an-
nounced to enroll
70000 kids in govern-
ment run schools in the
province. However,
ground realities negate
claims of the provincial
government. So far,
the government has
not been able to mobi-
lize the civil society,
media, political parties
and tribesmen to make
sure maximum enroll-
ment of kids in educa-
tional institutions of
the province. Coordi-
nated efforts and com-
bined strategy by all
segments of society
can ensure implemen-
tation of article  25-A
of the Constitution.

Quetta Voice
Analysis

The sudden arrival of
thousands of Zaireen
at Pak-Iran border
Taftan posed a serious
challenge for govern-
ment of Balochistan to
make sure their
screening and conduct
medical tests in the
aftermath of outbreak
of COVID-19 in
neighboring Iran. The
federal government
closed the border with
Iran at Taftan on Feb-
ruary 23rd to halt the
spread of deadly co-
rona virus.

All of a sudden
over 4,000 Zaireen,
students, tourists and
traders gathered at
Taftan, Pakistan’s bor-
dering town with Iran.
The poorly equipped
health officials that too
less in number tried to
conduct screening
and tests of those en-
tered from Iran. How-
ever, many managed
to flee from the ad-
ministration and used
their own means of
communication to
reach Quetta on way
to their home prov-
inces. The drivers
were paid heavy fares
by those fleeing the
quarantine centers at
Taftan.

Perhaps, in the
beginning, the
Balochistan govern-
ment and Islamabad
did not realize the
gravity of situation. A
wind-blowing tent
quarantine center was
established to keep the

Zaireen and others to
halt the spread of
novel corona virus.
However, the labora-
tory to diagnose the
deadly disease and
conduct tests of novel
corona virus could not
be arranged at the
border soon after the
closure of border.
The National Institute
of Health (NIH) dis-
patched machinery

and laboratory to con-
duct the diagnosis 10
days after the closure
of the border.  Before
installation of the labo-
ratory, the health offi-
cials used to send tests
of suspected patients
to Islamabad, Lahore
and Karachi for diag-
nosis.

Though, it was
imperative to install
laboratory soon after

the closure of the bor-
der to make sure
proper screening and
diagnosis of the
people.

Apart from co-
rona virus, the
Balochistan govern-
ment appeared to be
concerned about the
security of Zaireen as
well.

In the past,
Zaireen were fre-

quently targeted by
terrorists on Quetta-
Taftan highway. Since
then, the Balochistan
government has been
providing security and
law enforcers escort
long convoys of buses
from Quetta to Taftan
all the time.

The Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan has been
closely monitoring the

unfolding situation and
all the time directing
the concerned quarters
to halt the spread of
novel corona virus.
However, loopholes in
the system caused the
outbreak of COVID-
19 in the country.

Although, the
Chief Minister issued
statements, precau-
tionary measures
through print, elec-

tronic and shares vid-
eos on social media to
sensitize the people
about the deadly virus.

Nevertheless, the
virus penetrated and
made its way from
Taftan to Sukkur
prompting the Chief
Minister Sindh Syed
Murad Ali Shah to say
that Zaireen were not
properly screened at
Pak-Iran border

Taftan.
Opposition politi-

cal parties in
Balochistan in general
and the Balochistan
National Party ideal-
ogue, Sanaullah
Baloch have strongly
criticized the Jam
Kamal led government
for what they call its
failure and incompe-
tency to contain the
corona virus.

Political parties,
members of civil soci-
ety and legal fraternity
had also objected over
the establishment of
quarantine center at
Mian Ghundi area of
Quetta. They feared
spread of deadly virus
after establishment of
center near the city
rather they demanded
of the government to
shift the Zaireen to
their home provinces
directly from Taftan.

To be precise, the
virus has already pen-
etrated and now it is
time for all political
parties from left to
right and religious to
nationalists to join their
hands to contain its
spread.

The government
needs to take all stake-
holders including po-
litical parties, media,
civil society and law-
yers to evolve a com-
bined strategy in the
province to tackle the
situation. It is not alone
the job of government
rather every individual
to play his/her role to
contain the virus be-
fore it is too late.

crisis. Reports that
deserving candi-
dates were sidelined
only intensify public
frustration and mis-
trust.

All anti-corruption and
accountability insti-
tutions must take
immediate notice.

 A transparent, inde-
pendent, and time-
bound investigation
is necessary to
identify those re-
sponsible for ma-
nipulating the re-
cruitment process
conducted under
SBKWU’s author-
ity. Accountability
must reach every
individual involved,
regardless of status
or influence.

This is not merely an
administrative con-
troversy; it is a mat-
ter of justice and the
future of
Balochistan’s edu-
cation system.

 If credibility in teacher
recruitment col-
lapses, public trust
in institutions will
collapse with it.
Balochistan cannot
afford silence
where integrity is at
stake.
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Fury mounts over ‘false’ claims
against UN rapporteur

Bangladesh’s JI-led coalition submits poll complaints

Israeli strikes kill 12 in Palestine

Carnival tribute to Brazil's Lula in
Rio sparks political backlash

US flies nuclear microreactor
in first airlift demo for rapid

nuclear deployment

03

NEWS DESK:The US
Departments of Energy
and Defense on Sunday
for the first time trans-
ported a small nuclear
reactor on a cargo plane
from California to Utah
to demonstrate the po-
tential to quickly deploy
nuclear power for mili-
tary and civilian use.

The agencies
partnered with Califor-
nia-based Valar Atomics
to fly one of the
company’s Ward
microreactors on a C-17
aircraft  — without
nuclear fuel — to Hill Air
Force Base in Utah. En-
ergy Secretary Chris
Wright and Under Sec-
retary of Defense for
Acquisition and Sus-
tainment Michael
Duffey were on the C-17
flight with the reactor
and its components, and
hailed the event as a
breakthrough for US
nuclear energy and mili-

tary logistics.
“This gets us closer

to deploying nuclear
power when and where
it is needed to give our
nation’s warfighters the
tools to win in battle,”
Duffey said.

President Donald
Trump's administration
sees small nuclear reac-
tors as one of several
ways to expand US en-
ergy production.

Trump last May is-
sued four executive or-
ders aimed at boosting
domestic nuclear de-
ployment to meet grow-
ing demand for energy
for national security and
competitive AI advance-
ments.

The Energy Depart-
ment in December issued
two grants to help accel-
erate the development of
small modular reactors.

Proponents of
microreactors have also
touted them as energy

NEWS DESK:Gaza's
civil defence agency re-
ported that Israeli strikes
killed at least 12 people
since dawn on Sunday,
while a military official
said the attacks were in
response to ceasefire
violations.

Despite a US-
brokered truce that en-
tered its second phase
last month, violence has
continued in the Pales-
tinian territory, with Is-
rael and Hamas blaming
each other for violating
the agreement.

The civil defence
agency, which operates
as a rescue force under
Hamas authorities, said
one strike hit a tent of
displaced people in
northern Gaza and an-
other targeted an area in
the south.

Five people were
killed and several injured
when an air strike tar-
geted a tent sheltering
displaced people in
Jabalia in the north, the
agency said in a state-
ment.

Five more were
killed and several injured
in a separate early morn-
ing strike in the south-
ern city of Khan Yunis,
the agency said, adding
that one more was killed
in Israeli shelling in Gaza

City.
The agency also

said that one person was
killed by Israeli gunfire
in Beit Lahia in north
Gaza.

The Al-Shifa and
Nasser hospitals con-
firmed they had received
the bodies of at least
seven people.

"Israel doesn't un-
derstand ceasefires or
truces," said Osama Abu
Askar,  who lost  his
nephew in the Jabalia
attack.He said the
people killed there were
hit as they slept.

"We've been living
under a truce for months,

and they've still targeted
us. Israel operates on
this principle — saying
one thing and doing an-
other," Askar told AFP.

Dozens of relatives
and mourners gathered
at Nasser Hospital ,
where the bodies of
some of those killed were
laid out in white shrouds.

Men and women
stood in prayer ahead of
the funeral, facing the
corpses in the hospital
compound.

A military official
said Israeli forces at-
tacked in response to
Hamas violations of the
ceasefire agreement.

"The violation in-
cluded an identification
of several armed terror-
ists who took cover un-
der debris east of the
yellow line and adjacent
to IDF troops, likely af-
ter exiting underground
infrastructure in the
area," the official said.

"Crossing the yel-
low line in the vicinity of
IDF troops, while armed,
is an explicit ceasefire
violation, and demon-
strates how Hamas sys-
tematically violates the
ceasefire agreement with
intent to harm the
troops," the official
added.

NEWS DESK:TOP Euro-
pean government offi-
cials who led a smear
campaign against
United Nations special
rapporteur for the Pales-
tinian terri tories,
Francesca Albanese,
have failed to apologise
or withdraw their calls
for her resignation, even
after multiple reports
confirmed the allega-
tions were based on a
fabricated quote.

France 24 and
Reuters verified that
Albanese did not de-
scribe Israel as the “com-
mon enemy of human-
ity” during a forum in
Qatar earlier this month,
an allegation levelled by
Israeli officials and ech-
oed by European minis-
ters.

Transcripts of the
event show she was re-
ferring to a global sys-
tem of finance and weap-
onry. Yet diplomats from

France, Germany and
other nations have so far
declined to correct the
record.Amnesty Inter-
national has demanded
that European states im-
mediately withdraw their
accusations. Its secre-
tary general,  Agnès
Callamard, said ministers

N E W S D E S K :
Bangladesh’s Islamist-
led coalition, which lost
its chance to form the
country’s next govern-
ment in this week’s polls,
submitted complaints to
the Election Commis-
sion on Sunday, chal-
lenging results in 32
constituencies.

The Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP),
led by Tarique Rahman
— the scion of one of
the country’s most influ-
ential political dynasties
— celebrated a sweep-
ing victory in the South
Asian nation of 170 mil-
lion after general elec-
tions on Thursday.

They were the first
polls since a 2024 upris-
ing ousted the auto-
cratic government of
former prime minister
Sheikh Hasina.

The BNP alliance
won 212 seats, com-
pared with 77 for the
Jamaat-e-Islami-led alli-
ance, according to the
Election Commission.

The alliance identi-
fies 32 constituencies
where their candidates
were ‘unfairly defeated’

Jamaat chief
Shafiqur Rahman con-

ceded on Saturday, say-
ing his party would
“serve as a vigilant, prin-
cipled, and peaceful
opp os i t i on” .Ne wl y
elected lawmakers are
expected to be sworn in
on Tuesday, after which

Rahman is set to become
the country’s next prime
minister. But on Sunday,
Jamaat officials submit-
ted their complaints.

“We have identi-
fied 32 constituencies
where our candidates

were unfairly defeated,”
said senior Jamaat offi-
cial Hamidur Rahman
Azad.“The election day
began smoothly, but the
ending was not what we
had expected.

Fake votes, the cir-

culation of black money
(bribes), threats, as-
saults,  and attacks
marred the atmosphere.”

Police records show
that political clashes
during the campaign pe-
riod left five people dead

and more than 600 in-
jured.

But despite weeks
of turbulence ahead of
the polls, voting day
passed without major
unrest and the country
has so far responded to

the results with relative
calm.At least two people
were killed in post-poll
clashes, while scattered
acts of vandalism and
assaults were reported
in several districts, po-
lice said.

in Austria,  Czechia,
France, Germany and
Italy had attacked
Albanese on the basis of
a “deliberately trun-
cated video” that
gravely misrepresented
her remarks.

“The ministers that
have spread

disinformation must act
beyond merely deleting
their comments on social
media — as some have
done,” Callamard said.
“They must publicly
apologise and retract
any calls for Francesca
Albanese’s resigna-
tion.”

sources that can be sent
to far-flung and remote
places, offering an alter-
native to diesel genera-
tors, which require fre-
quent deliveries of fuel.
But sceptics have ar-
gued that the industry
has not proven that
small nuclear reactors
can generate power for
a reasonable price.

"There is no busi-
ness case for
microreactors, which —
even if they work as de-
signed — will produce
electricity at a far higher
cost than large nuclear
reactors, not to mention
renewables like wind or
solar," said Edwin
Lyman, director of
nuclear power safety at
the Union of Concerned
Scientists.The Energy
Department plans to
have three microreactors
reach “criticality” —
when a nuclear reaction
can sustain itself — by

July 4, Wright said.
The microreactor in

Sunday's event, a little
larger than a minivan,
can generate up to 5
megawatts of electricity,
enough to power 5,000
homes,  according to
Valar CEO Isaiah Taylor.

It will start operat-
ing in July at 100 kilo-
watts and peak at 250
kilowatts this year be-
fore ramping up to full
capacity, he said.

Valar hopes to start
selling power on a test
basis in 2027 and become
fully commercial in 2028.

Although private
industry funds its own
development of nuclear
technology, i t also
needs the federal gov-
ernment “doing some
enabling actions to al-
low fuel fabrication here
and uranium enrichment
here,” he said.

Fuel for Valar's reac-
tor will be transported
from the Nevada Na-
tional Security site to
the San Rafael facility,
Wright told reporters.

However, even
small generators result
in a significant amount
of radioactive waste,
Lyman said.

Other experts have
said designers are not
compelled to consider
waste at inception, be-
yond a plan for how it
will be managed.

Although disposal
of nuclear waste remains
an unresolved issue, the
Energy Department is in
talks with a few states,
including Utah, to host
sites that could repro-
cess fuel or handle per-
manent disposal, Wright
said.

Both Jamaat-e-
Islami and ally the Na-
tional Citizen Party
(NCP) — formed by stu-
dent leaders who spear-
headed the uprising —
reported attacks on their
supporters.NCP loyal-
ists marched through
Dhaka University cam-
pus against the BNP on
Friday.

Police spokesman
AHM Shahadat
Hossain said that police
were deployed to keep
the peace.“Over 150,000
police personnel were
trained to tackle pre- and
post-election violence,”
Hossain said.

The Election Com-
mission said turnout was
59 per cent across 299 of
the 300 constituencies
where voting was held.

Only seven women
were directly elected, al-
though a further 50
seats reserved for
women will be allocated
to parties according to
their share of the vote.

Four members of mi-
nority communities won
seats, including two
Hindus — a population
that makes up roughly
seven percent in Mus-
lim-majority Bangladesh.

NEWS DESK:When
Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva
learned that a samba
school in Rio de Janeiro
would base its carnival
parade this year on his
journey from factory
worker to president, he
broke into tears and then
smiled for pictures hold-
ing the school's flag.

But, as Rio's world
famous carnival parade
approached, the tribute
became a political head-
ache.

Opposition parties
and politicians have
filed a flurry of lawsuits
alleging that Lula is ben-
efiting from what they
describe as an illegal
form of early campaign-
ing ahead of this year's
presidential election.
The president hopes to
be elected for his fourth
nonconsecutive term in
October.

Courts have already
rejected all but one of
the lawsuits, including
one that asked judges to
stop the parade from tak-
ing place.

 But more could be
filed if critics believe
polit icians used the
event,  scheduled to
happen on Sunday
night, to ask for votes,
which would be illegal.

Still, Lula is plan-
ning to watch the samba
school Academicos de
Niteroi sing and dance
to his and his mother's
life stories on Sunday in
Rio,  his aides told
Reuters, but he won't be
speaking at any moment.
The president's wife,
Rosangela "Janja" da
Silva, plans to take part

in the parade are under
review, people familiar
with the government's
thinking told Reuters.

"It's not campaign-
ing," said Tiago Martins,
a carnival parade de-
signer at Academicos de
Niteroi. "It's a plot that
tells the life story of a
man who, despite all ob-
stacles, got to the presi-
dency."

Critics disagree,
pointing, for example, to
mentions of the number
13 in the song's lyrics,
the same one that Lula
and his Workers Party
use on the ballot box.

"This is the kind of
thing you see in a Soviet
republic, in North Korea,
an ode to the great
leader," said lawmaker
Marcel Van Hattem, a
leader of the opposition
Novo Party, which filed
one of the lawsuits
against Lula.

The parade de-
signed by Academicos
de Niteroi describes the

president's childhood in
the country's impover-
ished Northeastern re-
gion and his mother's
journey to Sao Paulo
with her children in
search of a better life.

"I saw myself in my
children's eyes, fright-
ened and empty. With
my heart in pieces, I set
out in search of love and
of my dreams," the lyr-
ics say.

Artists at Academia
de Niteroi sought the
p r e s i d e n t ' s
authorisation to use his
life's story last year, be-
fore going forward with
their plan. After they re-
ceived it, Lula welcomed
Martins and other mem-
bers of the samba school
for a dinner at  his
Alvorada presidential
residence in September.

As they sang the
song they had written
for the parade, Lula be-
came emotional and
cried, people who were
in the meeting told

Reuters. He later de-
scribed it as a tribute to
his mother, Dona Lindu,
rather than to himself.

Lula's aides ac-
knowledged the political
sensitivity of the mo-
ment to Reuters.

After the lawsuits
multiplied,  the
president's team con-
sulted legal advisers to
clarify what restrictions
apply during the pre
campaign period.

Ministers attend-
ing the parade were in-
structed to remain
seated in the audience,
refrain from participating
in the parade itself,
avoid public funds for
travel, and not make any
election related ges-
tures, statements, or live
posts on social media.
Lula will not speak pub-
licly at the parade.

Opposition figures
argue the precautions
show the government
knows the tribute
crosses legal lines.
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Ahsan Iqbal departs for Dhaka to attend new PM's oath-taking tomorrow

PTI fails to address IHC registrar’s objections
to plea in Toshakhana-II case

Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) awards
contract for Gwadar's desalination plant

Opposition sets conditions for ending
Parliament House sit-in

Ramazan 2026: Fruits, vegetables,
eatables become expensive

IMF mission to reach
Pakistan on Feb 25 for
3rd economic review

ISLAMABAD (INP):
With Ramazan just
around the corner, prices
of essential food items
have surged in Karachi,
putting additional pres-
sure on household bud-
gets already strained by
inflation.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Ramazan bazaars set up
across Punjab are offer-
ing only marginal relief,
with price differences of
just a few rupees com-
pared to official rates.

In Karachi markets,
the prices of key
Ramazan staples such as
gram (channa), gram
flour (besan), and cook-
ing oil have increased
significantly over the
past two to three weeks,
according to shopkeep-
ers.

Besan, which was
previously available at
Rs240 is now being sold
between Rs260 and
Rs320 per kg.  Daal
channa is priced be-
tween Rs250 and Rs280

per kg,  while white
channa is available at
Rs350 to Rs450 per kg as
compared to the previ-
ous Rs300.

The price of black
channa has jumped
sharply from Rs175 per
kg to Rs280 per kg. Vari-
ous brands of cooking
oil have also become
more expensive, with an
increase of Rs20 to Rs30
per litre.

Shopkeepers say
the hike has occurred
gradually over the past
two to three weeks.
Women buyers, in par-
ticular, have expressed
concern as household
budgets begin to run out
due to inflation.

Across Punjab, in-
cluding Lahore,
Ramazan bazaars have
been decorated and are
now active.

Convenience ba-
zaars have been granted
the status of Ramazan
bazaars.

However, despite

expectations of relief,
the reduction in prices
of vegetables and fruits
remains minimal — only
Rs2 to Rs5 less than the
official DC rates.

In Ramazan bazaars,
vegetables are being
sold slightly cheaper
than official market rates.
Potatoes are sold at Rs18
per kg in Ramazan ba-
zaars compared to their
official rate of Rs20.

Onions are avail-
able at Rs58 instead of
Rs60, and tomatoes at
Rs88 instead of Rs90.

The official rate of
capsicum is Rs150, while
it is being sold for Rs148
in the Ramazan bazaar.
Similarly, the rate of
moongray has been set
at Rs125, while the
Ramazan bazaar is sell-
ing it for Rs123.

Chillies are priced at
Rs148 compared to
Rs150 in the market,
while turnips are being
sold at Rs123 instead of
Rs125.

Similarly, ginger,
garlic, and lemons have
been reduced by only
Rs5 from the official
rates.

Other vegetables,
including potatoes, on-
ions, tomatoes, turnips,
bitter gourds, pumpkins
and carrots, are being
sold at just Rs2 less than
the government rate.

Fruit  prices in
Ramazan bazaars have
also seen only minor re-
ductions. Grapes are
priced at Rs435 com-
pared to the government
rate of Rs440. Kandahari
pomegranates are avail-
able at Rs625 instead of
Rs630.

Melons are being
sold at Rs175 against the
official rate of Rs180,
while Kalakolo apples
are priced at Rs415 com-
pared to Rs420. Guava
prices also show almost
no difference, being sold
at Rs145 in Ramazan ba-
zaars, with their official
rate being Rs140.

Six perish as speedy
trailer crushes car in
Naushehro Feroze

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for
Planning Ahsan Iqbal
will represent Pakistan at
the swearing-in cer-
emony of the newly
elected Prime Minister of
Bangladesh due to Prime
Minister Shehbaz

Sharif’s foreign visit.
Dhaka is preparing

for a landmark political
transition on February
17 as Bangladesh’s
newly elected leadership
takes the oath of office
in a ceremony that sig-
nals both continuity and

change in the country’s
democratic journey.

The Government of
Bangladesh formally in-
vited the Prime Minister
of Pakistan to attend the
swearing-in ceremony of
the newly elected Prime
Minister. Owing to

scheduling constraints
arising from his foreign
engagements, Shehbaz
Sharif designated Ahsan
Iqbal to represent
Islamabad at the high-
profile event. The plan-
ning minister has already
departed for Dhaka and

is expected to engage
with senior Bangladeshi
officials during his stay.

In a statement be-
fore his departure,
Ahsan Iqbal expressed
confidence that the visit
would reinforce friendly
ties between the two

South Asian nations.
 He said the cer-

emony provided an op-
portunity to deepen co-
operation and explore
new avenues of collabo-
ration in political, eco-
nomic and development
sectors.

He also voiced op-
timism that bilateral en-
gagement would help
both countries advance
shared goals of stability
and prosperity.

The oath-taking
ceremony comes in the
wake of a decisive elec-

toral  outcome. The
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party secured more than
a two-thirds majority in
the 13th national parlia-
mentary elections, en-
abling it to formally ini-
tiate the formation of a
new government.

N A U S H E H R O
FEROZE (INP): Six
people lost their lives
and another critically
wounded when a
trailer crushed a car
due to overspeeding in
Naushehro Feroze on
Monday morning.

The accident took
place near Manan
Pump Nangu Shah
Mori on the National
Highway in
Naushehro Feroze.

The ill-fated car,
with five people on
board, was going to
Karachi from
Larkana. All car-rid-
ers were residents of
the Lal Rayak area of
Larkana.

Soon after receiv-
ing the report, a police
party rushed to the
spot and shifted the
dead and injured per-
sons to a hospital in
Naushehro Feroze.

Later, the police,
after registering a
case, started an inves-
tigation.

Earlier, on Febru-
ary 16, 2026, three
brothers died when a
trailer hit a motorbike
on the National High-
way near Kotri Kabir
area.

The Rescue 1122
sources said the three
persons were killed on
the spot as their two-
wheeler run over by a
speedy trailer. They
said the bodies had
been identified as
Jameel Lashari,
Shakeel Lashari, and
Irshad Lashari.

The police and the
rescue teams shifted
the bodies to a nearby
hospital for legal for-
malities, they said,
adding the driver man-
aged to escape from
the scene. The de-
ceased were on the
way home from their
workplace.

Later, the police
taken trailer into cus-
tody, but the driver
managed to escape
from the scene.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Gwadar Port
Authority (GPA) has
awarded contract to
Gwadar local Com-
pany “Zabaad Private
Limited” of critical
chemicals for its 1.2-
million-gallon-per-day
(MGD) desalination
plant in order to make
sure uninterrupted op-
erations of the facility,
one of an integral part
of the city’s safe drink-
ing water system.

After Zabaad Pri-
vate Limited fulfil all
pre-requisites laid
down by GPA, official
contract is given on
February 13 under
scheduled time and set
of SOPs, according to
a Gwadar Pro's re-
port.

Operationalized
under the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corri-

dor (CPEC), the de-
salination plant has
stood out as a key
source of Gwadar’s
water supply, particu-
larly after its restora-
tion to full operation in
2025 helped stabilize
supplies during last
year’s prolonged dry
spell.

The Gwadar De-
velopment Authority
(GDA) has designated
the facility as a per-
manent component of
the city’s daily water-
supply network and a
key safeguard against
shortages during peri-
ods of low rainfall.

The plant has
maintained steady pro-
duction since it was
fully operationalised
last year, as reflected
in recent output fig-
ures, including 915,000
gallons on Jan. 1;

535,000 gallons on
Jan. 2; and 1.069 mil-
lion gallons on Dec.
31.

The plant was
completed and inaugu-
rated on December 4,
2023, following a
project implementa-
tion agreement signed
on July 5, 2021, ac-
cording to the official
CPEC website.

The site says the
project, built with Chi-
nese support, cost
$12.7 million to deliver
up to 1.2 million gal-
lons of potable water
daily to Gwadar city
and port, easing pres-
sure on dam storage
and tanker-supplied
sources. A recent
GDA report on water
management noted
that the reverse-osmo-
sis facility has played
a “backbone-like role”

in providing drinking
water to old Gwadar
town and boosting the
city’s resilience
against recurring
shortages linked to cli-
mate-driven dry spells.

In a parallel gov-
ernment push to se-
cure reliable power for
the facility and other
critical infrastructure,
Minister for Planning,
Development and
Special Initiatives
Prof. Ahsan Iqbal on
December 4 ordered
the fast-track imple-
mentation of
solarisation for
Gwadar’s desalination
plant and pumping sta-
tions, along with 132
kV grid-stability up-
grades, to tackle the
port city’s
longstanding electric-
ity and water short-
ages.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The registrar of the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Monday
pointed out that the
objections he had
raised to an appeal filed
by the PTI lawyers for
the release of former
prime minister and PTI
founder Imran Khan on
bail after suspending
the sentence awarded
to him in the
Toshakhana-II case
had not been addressed
despite the passage of
seven days.

The registrar said
that seven days had
been given to the peti-
tioner to address these
objections. “But now
the time is up,” he said,
and added that when
the objections per-
sisted, how the petition
could be fixed for the
hearing.

A petition had been
filed in the IHC on Sat-
urday, seeking suspen-
sion of the sentence
handed to Imran Khan
in the Toshakhana
Bulgari set case on
medical grounds.

Filed by Barrister
Salman Safdar and
Khalid Yousaf
Chaudhry Advocate,
the petition stated that
unless the appeal was
decided in the case, the
prison term awarded to
him be suspended and
he be released. It was
further written in the
petition that only 15 per
cent vision had been
left in the right eye of
Imran, and that Dr.
Muhammad Arif at
PIMS had said that the
treatment of his eyes
was not possible at
Adiala Jail. The peti-
tioners also stated that

the former prime min-
ister was already 73
years old, and his pro-
longed imprisonment
could pose serious
risks to his health.

They stated that
the special judge cen-
tral-I Islamabad had on
December 20, 2025
awarded 10-year
prison term to the PTI
founder besides fining
him over Rs10 million
in the case, which had
no justification.

The petition read
that he was awarded
additional seven-year
prison term under the
law related to the elimi-
nation of corruption.
“Sentencing Imran un-
der two laws regard-
less of the fact that
there was only one al-
legation against him not
only constitutes a vio-
lation of the law but

also falls in the cat-
egory of double jeop-
ardy.” The petitioners
argued that since the
former prime minister
was not a public ser-
vant, therefore, section
409 could not be ap-
plied in his case.

“Imran and his
wife Bushra Bibi paid
50 per cent of the ac-
tual price of the gifts
received under the
Toshakhana policy and
kept these gifts with
them,” read the peti-
tion. The statements
given by the witnesses
Sohaib Abbasi and
Inamullah Shah were
full of contradictions.

Similarly, a petition
was also filed in the
IHC, seeking the sus-
pension of sentence
awarded to Imran in
the Al-Qadir Trust
case.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The opposition
alliance’s sit-in at the
Parliament House pre-
mises has entered its
fourth consecutive day,
with protesting lawmak-
ers demanding transpar-
ency regarding the PTI
founder’s medical condi-
tion.

Members partici-
pating in the demonstra-
tion say they are waiting
for the new medical re-
port to be submitted to
the Supreme Court be-
fore deciding their next
course of action.

Opposition mem-
bers gathered at Parlia-
ment House say the sit-
in will continue until clar-
ity is provided about
Imran Khan's health.
Their key demand is that
Imran Khan's personal
doctors be granted imme-
diate access for an inde-
pendent medical exami-

nation.
Protesters insist

that public confidence
can only be restored
once the personal medi-
cal team evaluates his
condition.

In a conversation
with Samaa TV, PTI Cen-
tral Secretary General
Salman Akram Raja
stressed that access for
Imran Khan's personal
doctor is their main de-
mand. He said the nation
would only be satisfied
if Dr. Asim Yousuf per-
sonally examines the PTI
founder.

According to Raja,
Dr. Asim Yousuf has al-
ready visited Adiala Jail
five times in the past, and
therefore permission
should now be granted
for another meeting.

Also Read: No poli-
tics on Imran Khan's
health, says Gohar; KP
House protest ends

“Dr. Asim Yousuf
should be allowed to
meet him. This is our pri-
mary demand,” he
stated.

Leader of the Oppo-
sit ion in the Senate
Allama Raja Nasir Abbas
also spoke to Samaa TV
and outlined conditions
for ending the sit-in. He
demanded a clear re-
sponse regarding PTI
Founder Imran Khan’s
treatment and reiterated
that a personal doctor
must be allowed to meet
him. “The founder
should be allowed to
meet individuals in
whom the public has
confidence,” he said.

Allama Nasir ques-
tioned how the sit-in
could end without satis-
faction over the treat-
ment being provided,
adding that whatever is
necessary must be done
for the treatment of

Imran Khan's eye.
While the main sit-

in at Parliament House
continues under the
leadership of Mahmood
Khan Achakzai, two out
of three protest sites in
the opposition’s red
zone have been called
off. The sit-in at Parlia-
ment Lodges has ended,
with opposition leaders
and members of the
Punjab Assembly leav-
ing the protest site.

Similarly, the sit-in
outside Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa House has
also concluded. Al l
routes to and from the
red zone and Parliament
House have now been
reopened, and traffic
has been fully restored.

Despite the reopen-
ing of roads and the end
of parallel protests, the
ongoing sit-in at Parlia-
ment House signals con-
tinued political tension.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
An International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) mis-
sion is set to arrive in
Pakistan on February 25
for the third economic
review talks under the
ongoing loan program, a
key step that could un-
lock $1.2 billion in fresh
funding.

The 15-day visit will
focus on assessing
Pakistan’s economic per-
formance from July to
December 2025 and re-
viewing progress on
agreed reform targets.

The IMF delega-
tion will hold negotia-
tions with officials from
the Ministry of Finance,
the State Bank of Paki-
stan,

the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR), and
other relevant ministries
and institutions.

The talks are part of
the third review of
Pakistan’s $7 billion loan
program under the Ex-
tended Fund Facility
(EFF). If the negotia-
tions are successful and
approved by the IMF
Executive Board, Paki-

stan will receive $1.2 bil-
lion. This amount in-
cludes a $1 billion install-
ment under the EFF pro-
gram and an additional
$200 million under cli-
mate financing.

During its two-week
stay, the IMF mission
will review Pakistan’s
macroeconomic perfor-
mance between July and
December 2025.

The government’s
economic team will brief
the delegation on
progress in key policy
reforms,

including taxation
measures, energy sector
restructuring, foreign ex-
change reserves, and
monetary policy.

Officials will also
provide updates on the
privatization program,
including developments
related to Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines (PIA),
as well as the transfer of
the

Tax Policy Office to
the Ministry of Finance.
Budget-related reforms
and other structural
changes will also come
under discussion.

QUETTA: Leader of Majlis Wahdat Muslimeen Allama Ali Hasnain Hussaini addressing a press
conference at Quetta Press Club (QPC).

QUETTA: Former Senator Lashkari Raisani addressing a Press Conference at
Quetta Press Club (QPC).

VIENNA: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif records his remarks in Visi-
tors Book at Austrian Federal Chancelley.
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Balochistan Committed to Inclusive, Sustainable and Evidence-Based
Social Development: Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi

Loralai: Interviews Held for Contract-Based Medical Officers

NEWS DESK: Provincial
Minister for Planning
and Development Mir
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi
reaffirmed the Govern-
ment of Balochistan’s
commitment to promot-
ing inclusive, sustain-
able, and evidence-
based social develop-
ment, emphasizing the
need for effective, re-
sults-driven partner-
ships.

He expressed these
views while addressing
a high-level policy con-
sultative meeting titled
“Advancing Inclusive
and Resilient Social Ser-
vices in Balochistan.

A Critical Phase in
Social Development.

The Provincial
Minister stated that
Balochistan is currently
passing through an im-
portant phase in redefin-
ing its social develop-
ment trajectory.

He noted that the
government’s strategy is
grounded in evidence,
reforms, and strong part-
nerships aimed at im-
proving human develop-
ment indicators across
the province.

BRA Conducts Awareness &
Orientation Session in Hub on

Provincial Tax Compliance

Highlighting mea-
surable progress over
the past decade, he said
that according to na-
tional surveys and de-
velopment studies, child
mortality rates have sig-
nificantly declined.

Neonatal mortality
has reduced to approxi-
mately 66 per 1,000 live
births, while under-five
mortality has dropped to
78 per 1,000, reflecting
targeted investments in
healthcare and child wel-
fare. Progress in Educa-
tion and Poverty Reduc-
tion. Referring to im-
provements in the edu-
cation sector, he shared
that Balochistan’s lit-
eracy rate has gradually
increased to around 42
percent.

However,  he ac-
knowledged persistent

challenges related to
learning quality and
transition to secondary
education, stressing the
need for continued edu-
cation reforms.

He further noted a
gradual decline in multi-
dimensional poverty
due to sustained invest-
ments in social sectors.
Nevertheless, he ac-
knowledged that
Balochistan remains
among the most de-
prived provinces at the
national level, under-
scoring the urgent need
to strengthen service
delivery systems and
adopt integrated policy
measures. Focus on
System-Based, Results-
Oriented Reforms.

Mir Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi emphasized that
despite significant in-

vestments in education,
health, water supply,
and infrastructure, key
areas such as women’s
literacy, nutrition, and
quality of services still
require focused atten-
tion.  He stated that the
next phase of the
government’s reform
agenda will prioritize
human resource devel-
opment, quality service
delivery, and institu-
tional strengthening.

He added that the
Government of
Balochistan is
transitioning from a
project-based approach
to a system-based, re-
sults-oriented model.

Integration of
health, nutrition, educa-
tion, and social protec-
tion systems.

Effective use of

digital tools and data for
planning and account-
ability.

Alignment of in-
vestments with Sustain-
able Development Goals
(SDGs) and climate resil-
ience principles.

Call for Long-Term
Development Partner-
ships.

In conclusion, the
Provincial Minister reit-
erated the government’s
commitment to building
a strong, inclusive, and
accountable social sys-
tem in Balochistan.

He invited develop-
ment partners to collabo-
rate through long-term,
results-based partner-
ships to bring measur-
able and meaningful im-
provements in the lives
of the people of
Balochistan.

Meeting Held to Launch Extensive
Tree Plantation Campaign

Naseerabad: Price Control
Committee Meeting Held

in Bhag Ahead of Ramadan

Deputy Commissioner Chairs Key Meeting on
Price Control for Ramadan

QUETTA : A crucial
meeting regarding
price control arrange-
ments for the holy
month of Ramadan
was held under the
chairmanship of
Mehrullah Badini,
Deputy Commissioner
Quetta.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Muhammad
Anwar Kakar, Assis-
tant Commissioners of
City, Sariab, and
Kachlak, along with
magistrates from all
four subdivisions.

During the ses-
sion, strict decisions
were taken to control
the prices of essential
commodities and pro-

vide maximum relief
to the public during
Ramadan.

Clear directives
were issued that profi-
teers and shopkeepers
overcharging custom-
ers would face indis-
criminate legal action,
including possible im-
prisonment.

Authorities em-
phasized that no le-

LORALAI : Inter-
views for the appoint-
ment of contract-
based medical officers
were conducted under
the chairmanship of

Wali Muhammad
Bareech, Commis-
sioner Loralai Divi-
sion. A large number
of male and female
candidates from vari-
ous districts of
Balochistan, as well as
from Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

participated in the re-
cruitment process.

The interview
panel included Dr.
Muhammad Maqbool,
Divisional Director

Health Services; Dr.
Muhammad Anwar
Mandokhail, Medical
Superintendent; and
other members, who
questioned candidates
and thoroughly re-
viewed their docu-
ments.

On the occasion,

Commissioner Wali
Muhammad Bareech
stated that the new
appointments would
help overcome the
shortage of doctors in

hospitals.
He added that af-

ter these recruitments,
all departments—in-
cluding operation the-
aters—at DHQ Duki,
Musakhel, and
Barkhan hospitals
would become fully
functional, leading to

improved healthcare
services. He further
noted that the initiative
would also provide
employment opportu-
nities to deserving

youth who completed
their education despite
challenging circum-
stances.

The Commis-
sioner assured that the
recruitment process
would remain trans-
parent and strictly
merit-based.

He also an-
nounced that after ap-
pointment, newly re-
cruited doctors would
be provided with ac-
commodation, secu-

rity, and other neces-
sary facilities.

 Expressing hope,
he said that the new
doctors would remain
dedicated to their pro-
fession, adhere to duty
schedules, and serve
patients with sincerity
and commitment.

QUETTA: To ensure
effective implementa-
tion of provincial tax
laws, the Balochistan
Revenue Authority
(BRA) organized a
comprehensive aware-
ness and orientation
session in Hub for of-
ficers and officials of
various government
departments.

The primary ob-
jective of the session
was to fully inform
government institu-
tions about withhold-
ing tax rules and regu-
lations, legal responsi-
bilities, and compliance
requirements.

Experts high-

lighted that designated
withholding agents are
responsible for deduct-
ing sales tax at the pre-
scribed rate at the time
of payment for taxable
services, depositing the
deducted amount
within the stipulated
timeframe, and filing
the relevant returns
promptly.

Participants were
also briefed on the
practical procedures of
withholding, common
mistakes, legal obliga-
tions, and potential pen-
alties and fines in cases
of non-compliance.

Detailed responses
were provided to ques-

tions raised by repre-
sentatives of different
departments.

They were as-
sured that BRA will
continue to offer guid-
ance and technical sup-
port in the future to
ensure proper and ef-
fective enforcement of
tax laws.

According to the
spokesperson, such
awareness sessions
aim to promote tax
compliance within gov-
ernment institutions,
enhance transparency,
and strengthen the role
of departments in en-
suring the province’s
fiscal stability.

QUETTA : A meeting re-
garding the tree planta-
tion campaign in Quetta
was held under the
chairmanship of
Mehrullah Badini,
Deputy Commissioner
Quetta.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner

(General) Muhammad
Anwar Kakar, Assistant
Commissioner Revenue
Hafiz Muhammad Tariq,
officers of the Forest De-
partment, and represen-
tatives of Rotary Club
and Quetta Online.

During the session,

it was decided that a
comprehensive tree
plantation drive would
be carried out on all ma-
jor roads,

educational institu-
tions, and other impor-
tant locations across
Quetta.  Participants
agreed to enhance inter-
departmental coordina-

tion to ensure maximum
plantation and make the
city greener.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Mehrullah Badini
stated that enhancing
Quetta’s beauty and
maintaining a clean and
healthy environment is

among the top priorities
of the district administra-
tion.

He directed the
concerned authorities to
carry out the plantation
campaign in an orga-
nized and effective man-
ner and to ensure proper
care and maintenance of
the planted saplings.

The district admin-
istration also appealed
to citizens, students,
and social organizations
to actively participate in
the campaign and con-
tribute towards making
Quetta green and vi-
brant.

NASEERABAD : On the
special  directives of
Captain (R) Juma Dad
Khan Mandokhail ,
Deputy Commissioner
Kachhi, an important
meeting of the Price Con-
trol Committee was held
in Bhag under the chair-
manship of Syed Elahyar
Shah in connection with
the upcoming holy
month of Ramadan.

The meeting was
attended by members of
the local trader commu-
nity, shopkeepers, and
social leaders of Bhag.

Detailed discus-
sions were held on main-
taining reasonable

prices of essential com-
modities during
Ramadan, preventing
hoarding, and ensuring
strict implementation of
the official price list.

Assistant Commis-
sioner Syed Elahyar
Shah stated that
Ramadan is a month of
blessings and mercy,
and providing relief to
the public during this sa-
cred period is a shared
responsibility of both
the administration and
the trader community.

He directed that of-
ficial price lists must be
displayed prominently
at shops and warned

that overcharging would
not be tolerated under
any circumstances.“

Representatives of
the trader community
assured full cooperation
with the administration
and pledged to ensure
the availability of qual-
ity food items at reason-
able rates for the public.

The Assistant
Commissioner further
announced that regular
market inspections will
be conducted through-
out Ramadan, and strict
legal action will be taken
against anyone found
violating price control
regulations.

niency would be
shown towards viola-
tors.

The Deputy Com-
missioner instructed all
administrative officers
to ensure continuous
and effective price
control operations
within their respective
subdivisions and to re-
main actively present
in the field to monitor

implementation.
The district ad-

ministration reiterated
that providing relief to
citizens during the sa-
cred month of
Ramadan is its top pri-
ority.

It further assured
that stringent mea-
sures will continue
against profiteers and
that no one will be al-
lowed to exploit con-
sumers during
Ramadan.

Tenders Opened for Development
Projects Under BSDI Phase-II

SIBI: Under the super-
vision of Mansoor Ali
Shah, Assistant Com-
missioner Sibi, and Wing
Commander Colonel
Zubair, tenders for de-

velopment projects un-
der BSDI Phase-II of the
Upland & Planning De-
partment (UP&D) were
formally opened.

The ceremony was

attended by Raziq Marri,
Executive Engineer
UP&D; Khadim Hussain
Chandio, Executive En-
gineer Irrigation; and
other relevant officials.

Meeting on Quetta Master Plan
Held Under Commissioner’s

Chairmanship
QUETTA : A high-level
meeting regarding the
Quetta Master Plan was
held under the chairman-
ship of Shahzaib Khan
Kakar, Commissioner
Quetta Division, to de-
liberate on the city’s fu-
ture development, expan-
sion, and resolution of
key urban challenges.

The meeting was
attended by Mehrullah
Badini, Deputy Commis-
sioner Quetta; Divi-
sional Director Develop-
ment Zahoor Ahmed;
Deputy Project Director
Quetta Development
Package Abid Ali; repre-
sentatives of the con-
sultant firm; and officials
from QDA.

During the session,
the consultant firm pre-
sented a detailed brief-
ing on the Quetta Mas-

ter Plan, covering short-
term, mid-term, and long-
term planning strategies.

The briefing in-
cluded updates on land
survey reports, digital
mapping information
systems, field survey
findings, urban bound-
ary demarcation, land
utilization, and improve-
ments in road networks,
sewerage, and drainage
systems.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Shahzaib Khan Kakar
directed the consultant
firm to complete all nec-
essary measures
promptly and submit a
comprehensive report to
ensure timely implemen-
tation of the master plan.
He emphasized that ur-
ban planning must take
into account future
needs and involve all

stakeholders, while en-
suring public awareness
and participation.

He further stressed
the importance of devel-
oping a strategy to shift
commercial and indus-
trial activities outside
the central city to reduce
congestion and busi-
ness pressure. High-
lighting major urban
challenges such as wa-
ter scarcity and land use
issues, he instructed
that sustainable solu-
tions to these problems
be prioritized within the
master plan.

The Commissioner
also directed that short-
term projects be finalized
for immediate execution,
while mid-term and long-
term plans should care-
fully consider future
population growth.



06 BUSINESS Tuseday,February.17.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

IT exports poised to hit
$5b mark

Administrative challenges aggravate
climate risk to cotton

A net-metering nightmare

International oil prices steady as traders brace for
US–Iran nuclear talks

NHA stays govt’s biggest fiscal drain
despite higher tolls

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
information technology
sector is witnessing one
of the most significant
export  surges in the
country's economic his-
tory, positioning itself as
a critical pillar of foreign
exchange earnings and
services-led growth.
    In December 2025,
Pakistan's IT and IT-en-
abled services exports
reached a record $437
million, marking the first
time monthly receipts
crossed the $400 million
threshold.

According to data
released by the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
this figure represents an
increase of around 23%
on a month-on-month
basis and approximately
26% year-on-year, un-
derscoring the sector's
accelerating momentum
and growing competi-
tiveness in global mar-
kets.

This milestone is
not an isolated spike but
part of a sustained up-
ward trend that has been
building over several
years. Official SBP sta-
tistics show that cumu-
lative IT exports during
the first half of FY2025-
26 (July-December)
stood at about $2.24 bil-

l ion, compared to
roughly $1.87 billion in
the same period of the
previous fiscal year.

This translates into
around 20% growth, in-
dicating that the sector
is firmly on track to
achieve – and poten-
tially surpass – the
widely discussed $5 bil-
lion annual export target.
The consistency of
growth across multiple
months reflects struc-
tural strengthening
rather than short-term
volatility.

A look at historical
data highlights how far
the sector has come. A
decade ago, Pakistan's
annual IT exports hov-
ered around the $2 bil-
lion mark, with limited di-
versification and modest
global visibility.

 By FY2024-25, IT
and IT-enabled services
exports had risen to $3.8
bill ion, according to
SBP's annual balance of
payments data, record-
ing 18% year-on-year
growth despite global
economic uncertainty.

Monthly export fig-
ures have repeatedly set
new records, moving
from around $342 million
in March 2025 to $386
million in October 2025,

and now reaching $437
million by December.
This rapid succession of
highs within a single fis-
cal year signals a struc-
tural shift in Pakistan's
export profile.

Several factors are
driving this expansion,
with policy reforms play-
ing a central role.

One of the most
impactful measures has
been the SBP's decision
to enhance exporters' re-
tention limits in Export-
ers' Specialised Foreign
Currency Accounts
(ESFCA) from 35% to
50%.

This reform has al-
lowed IT companies to
retain a larger share of
their foreign exchange
earnings,  improving
cash flow, facilitating re-
investment, and en-
abling firms to scale op-
erations without exces-
sive reliance on domes-
tic financing.

Additionally, the in-
troduction of the Equity
Investment Abroad
(EIA) framework has en-
abled IT exporters to use
retained foreign cur-
rency to invest in over-
seas subsidiaries and
partnerships, strength-
ening their global foot-
print and client access.

NEWS DESK:Oil
prices were little
changed on Monday,
with investors weigh-
ing the market implica-
tions of upcoming US-
Iran talks aimed at de-
escalating tensions
against a backdrop of
expected supply in-
creases from the
Organisation of the Pe-
troleum Exporting
Countries and allies
(Opec+).

Brent crude fu-
tures edged up 3 cents
to $67.78 a barrel by
03:58 GMT.

US West Texas In-
termediate crude was
at $62.91 a barrel, up
2 cents. There will be
no WTI settlement on
Monday due to a US
holiday.

Last week, both
benchmarks posted
weekly declines, with
Brent settling down
about 0.5 per cent and
WTI losing 1pc after
comments from US
President Donald
Trump that Washing-
ton could make a deal
with Tehran over the
next month drove
down prices on
Thursday.The two
countries are due to
hold a second round of
talks in Geneva on
Tuesday after renew-

ing negotiations earlier
this month aimed at
tackling their decades-
long dispute over
Tehran’s nuclear
programme and avert-

ing a new military con-
frontation.

Iran is pursuing a
nuclear agreement
with the US that deliv-
ers economic benefits

for both sides, with
energy and mining in-
vestments and aircraft
purchases up for dis-
cussion, an Iranian dip-
lomat was reported as

saying on
Sunday.“With both
sides expected to hold
firm on their core red
lines, expectations are
low that a deal can be

reached, and this is
likely to be the calm
before the storm,” IG
market analyst Tony
Sycamore said.The US
has dispatched a sec-

ond aircraft carrier to
the region and is pre-
paring for the possibil-
ity of a sustained mili-
tary campaign if the
talks do not succeed,

US officials have told
Reuters. Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards have
warned that in case of
strikes on Iranian ter-
ritory, they could retali-
ate against any US mili-
tary base.With US-Iran
tensions pushing up oil
prices, Opec+ is lean-
ing toward resuming
output increases from
April following a three-
month halt,  to meet
peak summer demand,
Reuters reported.

Activity in global
financial markets is ex-
pected to be muted on
Monday, with China,
South Korea, and Tai-
wan closed for Lunar
New Year holidays, in
addition to Presidents
Day in the United
States.“With Chinese
demand cues largely
absent this week, li-
quidity remains thin,
and price action could
stay erratic,” said
Sugandha Sachdeva,
founder of SS
WealthStreet, a New
Delhi-based research
firm.In the near term,
geopolitical develop-
ments and inventory
data will remain the pri-
mary drivers of volatil-
ity, keeping crude vul-
nerable to sharp two-
way swings, Sachdeva
added.

NEWS DESK:As an un-
expected rise in tempera-
ture has accelerated the
start of cotton cultiva-
tion across most cotton-
growing zones, a new
study warned that the
risk to the sector posed
by climate change is be-
ing aggravated due to
administrative weak-
nesses including poor
pest surveillance, limited
crop insurance and in-
sufficient traceability
systems.

Institutional frag-
mentation remains a ma-
jor constraint, accord-
ing to the study. There
is no single accountable
entity responsible for
national cotton out-
comes, resulting in lim-
ited data integration,
weak risk-sharing frame-
works, and inadequate
export compliance sys-
tems.

The report ,  pro-
duced by EMPAK Strat-
egies, dedicated to fos-
tering a proactive, adap-
tive, and strategically
sound approach to
Pakistan’s foreign and
security policies, high-
lighted that Pakistan
was no longer self-suffi-
cient in the sector as it
has to import cotton

worth US$2-3 billion an-
nually,  which could
negatively affect
Pakistan’s export com-
petitiveness.

On the other hand,
temperatures in Sindh’s
coastal cities, including
Thatta, Badin, Gharu,
Golarchi, Mirpur and
Tando Muhammad
Khan, reached up to
35°C, prompting the
rapid commencement of
cotton sowing in these
areas.

Sowing is expected
to begin in Sindh cities

such as Sanghar,
Mirpurkhas, Hyderabad
and Umerkot, as well as
in Punjab districts of
B a h a w a l n a g a r ,
Bahawalpur, Vehari,
Sahiwal, Pakpattan and
Toba Tek Singh within
the next eight to 10 days.

Sowing season ar-
rives early as unex-
pected temperature rise
accelerates cultivation
in Sindh’s coastal cities

The Punjab Agricul-
ture Department has set
a target of cultivating
early cotton on 700,000

acres for this season.
The department desig-
nated Multan,  Dera
Ghazi Khan, Sahiwal and
Faisalabad divisions for
early cotton sowing.
S u r p r i s i n g l y ,
Bahawalpur division,
which has historically
led Punjab in early cot-
ton cultivation, has not
been included in the
campaign.

For several years,
the Bahawalnagar dis-
trict has recorded the
highest acreage under
early cotton in Punjab.

Additionally, large-scale
early cultivation takes
place in Bahawalpur and
in the Cholistan areas.

Despite this, these
districts have been ex-
cluded from the early
cotton initiative and in-
stead categorised under
regular seasonal cultiva-
tion, causing wide-
spread concern among
cotton stakeholders.

Cotton Ginners Fo-
rum Chairman Ihsanul
Haq said that several
sugar mills had decided
to expand sugarcane
cultivation in their re-
spective areas.

To incentivise farm-
ers, they were offering
fertilisers, agricultural
chemicals, machinery,
and even cash.

This development
has raised fears that in-
creased sugarcane culti-
vation may reduce the
area available for cotton
farming.

Mr Haq urged the
federal and provincial
governments to sympa-
thetically consider the
demands of the textile
and cotton industries to
help reverse declining
exports and strengthen
the country’s trade per-
formance.

NEWS DESK:Carrying
the largest outstanding
loan portfolio on its
books and a negative re-
turn on assets, the Na-
tional Highway Author-
ity (NHA) — the
country’s logistics back-
bone — is the single
largest entity bleeding
the federal budget, ex-
posing Pakistan to sub-
stantial fiscal risk de-
spite the recent dou-
bling of tolls.

The NHA is the
“largest loss-maker”,
operating on a “struc-
tural deficit model and
reliant on budgetary
support”, the Central
Monitoring Unit (CMU)
of the Ministry of Fi-
nance said in its Annual
Aggregate Report on
state-owned enterprises
(SOEs) for the year
ended June 30, 2025.

With accumulated
losses of Rs2.074 trillion,
the entity that owns and
operates all the national
highways and
motorways accrued
around Rs1.004tr in the
last three years alone —
about Rs295 billion each
in FY24 and FY25 and
Rs413bn in FY23.

Moreover, it stands
out at the top of the SOE
list, with the largest ac-
crued financing cost of

Rs210bn in FY25, as its
toll revenue remains un-
aligned with debt servic-
ing, leading to fiscal de-
pendence and sover-
eign guarantee expo-
sure.

“Currently,  the
NHA holds outstanding
loans totalling approxi-
mately Rs3.1tr, with an
annual debt accretion
rate of Rs300bn.

This debt portfolio
generates Rs98bn in
markup, which is ex-
pected to rise to more
than Rs150bn per an-
num, creating a substan-
tial credit risk for the

government of Pakistan
(GoP), which guarantees
these loans”, the CMA
said.

It said the presence
of sovereign guarantees
for public-private part-
nership (PPP) contracts
added further financial
strain, amplifying the
government’s credit risk
exposure.

With more than
Rs115 billion in loans
given by the federal
government last year, it
is also among the top
borrowers. On the other
hand, its net assets re-
mained almost static

over the last three years,
actually declining
slightly from Rs5.84tr in
FY23 to Rs5.83tr in FY25.
Its total equity has been
declining over time from
Rs2.57tr in FY23 to
Rs2.27tr in FY24 and
Rs1.95tr in FY25.

Conversely, NHA’s
total liabilities have been
increasing, making it the
single-largest entity to
accrue current liabilities.
Its total l iabil i t ies
amounted to Rs3.27tr in
FY23, increasing to
Rs3.54tr in FY24 and
reaching Rs3.88tr by the
end of FY25.

NEWS DESK:IN what
appears to be a rushed,
unilateral decision, the
National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) drastically
slashed the incentives
for rooftop solar adop-
tion, replacing net-me-
tering with net-billing
for all existing and future
prosumers.

The move aims to
protect grid stability and
contain solar penetra-
tion to prevent consum-
ers going off-grid, but
critics warn it raises
regulatory risk and un-
dermines investor confi-
dence in renewable
policy stability. Both the
government side and the
regulator have blamed
prosumers with
higherthan-approved
solar capacity and non-
metered solar
homeowners for grid
challenges and higher
capacity charges.

The contractual
changes were intro-
duced through a prede-
termined set of regula-
tions that had been pub-
lished as a draft for pub-
lic opinion on the pro-
posed changes,  but
were notified without
any change only a
couple of days after the
public hearing; even at
the public hearing, re-
ports suggest that Nepra

restricted dozens of rel-
evant consumers, inde-
pendent think tanks and
business representa-
tives from suggesting
alternative solutions.

That the regulator
notified the same draft
without changing a
single clause indicated a
p r e d e t e r m i n e d
conclusion.‘Attempting
to repair 100pc of the
sector by tightening
rules on 1pc of the na-
tional electricity system
defies logic and dis-
tracts from deeper struc-
tural distortions’

The notification ef-

fectively terminates
unit-for-unit energy ex-
change between
prosumers and the grid
under the net-metering
framework.

Existing seven-year
contracts will continue,
but shift immediately to
net billing with export
credits reduced from
three months to one
month.

New applicants will
receive five year con-
tracts,  and surplus
power will be purchased
from them at the Na-
tional Average Energy
Purchase Price of around

Rs10 per unit compared
to Rs26 under the exist-
ing contracts, while their
grid consumption will be
billed at Rs37-55 per
unit, depending on the
relevant slab, excluding
taxes, surcharges and
duties.

Capacity limits have
also been tightened.
Under the new regula-
tions, prosumers will not
be allowed to install so-
lar systems for net-me-
tering beyond their origi-
nal sanctioned load, ef-
fectively reducing the
capacity limit by 50 per
cent.
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Brignone strikes Olympic gold again
as Klaebo becomes first to win nine

Quadruple chasing Arsenal
rout Wigan

South Africa into Super Eights
without playing UAE

England survive Italy scare to reach T20 World Cup Super Eights
NEWS DESK:England
survived a scare to
qualify for the Super
Eights at the T20 World
Cup on Monday as
Italy’s swashbuckling
chase of 203 fell
agonisingly short in a
pulsating match in
Kolkata.

Will Jacks scored
the fastest T20 World
Cup fifty for England as
they made 202-7, their
highest total of the tour-
nament so far, and even-
tually won by 24 runs.

Italy, the lowest-
ranked team in the tour-
nament, were on track to
pull off a sensational
upset when Grant
Stewart and Jaspreet
Singh blasted 21 off Adil
Rashid’s final over, the
17th of the chase, includ-
ing three sixes.

That left 30 needed
off 21 balls, but it proved
too much and Italy were
all out off the last ball of
the match for 178.

Most of England’s
batsmen got good starts
earlier after Harry Brook
won the toss and chose
to bat.

But only Jack’s
capitalised as Italy kept
chipping away with

regular wickets.  He
reached his fifty off 21
balls to beat Eoin
Morgan’s 25-ball effort
against the West Indies
in Kandy in 2012.

Jacks took the game
by the scruff of the neck
after England stuttered
to 105-5 in the 13th over.

NEWS DESK: Ever-
green Italian Federica
Brignone won a glorious
second gold medal of the
Milan-Cortina Games on
Sunday as Mikaela
Shiffrin faded, while
Norwegian cross-coun-
try skier Johannes
Klaebo became the first
Winter Olympian in his-
tory to win nine gold
medals.

Brignone is fast be-
coming one of the out-
standing storylines of
these Games as the 35-
year-old skier who was
on the surgeon’s table
10 months ago won her
second gold in front of
her home fans.

Already the winner
of the super-G at these
Games, Brignone

NEWS DESK:South Af-
rica qualified for the T20
World Cup Super Eights
on Monday without
playing as Afghanistan's
win over the United
Arab Emirates was
enough to send them
through from Group D.

Azmatullah Omarzai
was the hero for Af-
ghanistan, taking 4-15 in
the UAE's 160-9 and
scoring an unbeaten 40
to steer his side to a five-
wicket win after a tense
chase in New Delhi.

Afghanistan fin-
ished on 162-5 with four
balls to spare to keep
alive their slim chances
of moving into the next
stage.

South Africa, semi-

finalists in 2024, became
the third team after the
West Indies and co-
hosts India to secure a
Super Eights berth.

Afghanistan will
need a big win in their
last group match against
Canada on Thursday
and other results to go
their way if they are to
edge out New Zealand
from second place in
Group C.

"Next game, you
never know, it's a T20
game, we'll have to come
up with a good brand of
cricket, irrespective of
the chances of making it
to the Super Eights,"
said Afghanistan cap-
tain Rashid Khan.

"We want to make

clocked a combined time
of 2min 13.50sec in spar-
kling weather in Cortina
d’Ampezzo to become
the first Italian woman
skier to win gold in two
events at the same Olym-
pics.

In April 2025, she
suffered a broken leg af-
ter crashing in a race that
required extensive sur-
gery.

Mikaela Shiffrin, the
30-year-old American
who is the most suc-
cessful skier in history in
World Cup events, faded
and could only finish
11th, continuing her
fruitless Olympic run
that began at the 2022
Beijing Games.

Shiffrin has one
more medal chance, in

NEWS DESK:Arsenal
powered into the FA
Cup fifth round for the
first time in six years as
the quadruple chasers
crushed Wigan 4-0 on
Sunday.

Mikel Arteta's side
routed the third-tier
strugglers with four
goals in the first 27 min-
utes of the fourth round
tie at the Emirates Sta-
dium.

Noni Madueke and
Gabriel Martinelli netted
before Jack Hunt's own
goal was followed by a

Gabriel Jesus strike.
The Gunners are

back in the last 16 for the
first time since they won
the FA Cup in 2020, a
success that remains the
only major trophy of
Arteta's reign.

Holding a four-
point lead at the top of
the Premier League,
through to the League
Cup final against
Manchester City and
into the Champions
League last 16, Arsenal
could end their silver-
ware drought with a re-

He put on 54 in 25
balls with Sam Curran
(25) for the sixth wicket
and 35 in 16 balls with
Jamie Overton (15) for
the seventh.

His fourth six,
which took him to his
fifty, also saw England
pass 200 for the first time

in the tournament, with
Jacks finishing 53 not
out off 22 balls.

The win guaran-
teed England’s passage
to the Super Eights
along with the already-
qualified West Indies
from Group C, South Af-
rica and India.

Sensational catch
Italy got off to a ter-

rible start in reply as
Jofra Archer took wick-
ets in the first over.

Jos Buttler then
pulled off one of the
catches of the tourna-
ment.

Italy captain Harry

Manenti ramped Jamie
Overton only for keeper
Buttler to leap and take
a stunning one-handed
grab at full stretch.

Italy rebuilt bril-
liantly from 22-3 with
Ben Manenti racing to
60 off 25 balls before he
was caught by Tom

the country and our
people proud and
happy."

New Zealand, with
four points ahead of their
final group match
against bottom-placed
Canada on Tuesday,
look primed to claim the
second Super Eight spot
from Group D.

Sohaib Khan top-
scored for UAE with 68
and put on a stand of 84
for the third wicket with
Alishan Sharafu, who
made 40.

M e d i u m - p a c e
bowler Muhammad
Arfan dismissed Ibrahim
Zadran in the 14th over
to tilt the scales in UAE's
favour at  97-4,  but
Darwish Rasooli and

markable quadruple this
season.

"We made a lot of
changes because of
players who needed
minutes. The intensity
that we showed, the con-
nections between play-
ers and the threat we
had, I'm very pleased.
The first-half made a dif-
ference,  obviously,"
Arteta said.

Arsenal's latest FA
Cup clash with Wigan
lacked the drama of their
previous one in 2014 -- a
semi-final win featuring

a penalty shoot-out goal
from then Gunners cap-
tain Arteta.

Wigan have fallen
on hard times since, ar-
riving in north London
stuck in the League One
relegation zone and led
by interim boss Glenn
Whelan after Ryan
Lowe's recent sacking.

Arsenal defender
Riccardo Calafiori was
injured in the pre-match
warm-up, forcing Arteta
to bring Bukayo Saka
back into the line-up in-
stead of resting the En-
gland winger.

Despite the late re-
shuffle, it took just 11
minutes for Arsenal to
go in front.

Arteta gave
Eberechi Eze another
start despite hauling the
England midfielder off at
half-time after his latest
disappointing display in
Thursday's 1-1 draw at
Brentford.

Eze repaid Arteta's
faith, cleverly turning
into space for a superb
pass to Madueke, who
raced into the Wigan
area and finished with
aplomb.

Eze, signed from
Crystal Palace last year,
provided another assist
in the 18th minute.

Omarzai put the chase
back on track with a fifth-
wicket partnership of 43.

Rasooli departed
for 33 in the 18th over
but Omarzai kept calm
and hit the winning four
to give Afghanistan
their first win of the tour-
nament.

Earlier, TV umpire
Paul Reiffel found him-
self in the thick of action
in the first four overs af-
ter Rashid won the toss
and elected to field at
Arun Jaitley Stadium.

UAE opener
Aryansh Sharma edged
the first  ball from
Omarzai but it was un-
clear if wicketkeeper
Rahmanullah Gurbaz
had taken a clean catch.
Reiffel went through
umpteen replays before
giving the benefit of the
doubt to the batter.

Three balls later,
Reiffel was tasked with
a similar job and this time
the official decided that
Aryansh was indeed
out, caught behind for a
d u c k . O f f - s p i n n e r
Mujeeb Ur Rahman
trapped UAE captain
Muhammad Waseem
lbw for 10, a decision
which Reiffel upheld af-
ter the batter reviewed
it.In the fourth over,
Sohaib was initially
given lbw to Mujeeb but
he survived after replays
confirmed the ball would
have narrowly missed
the leg stump.

the slalom on Wednes-
day.

Lisa Vittaozzi made
the day even more de-
lightful for the Italians
as she put on a superb
display of shooting to
hit all 20 targets and win
gold in a thril l ing
women’s 10km biathlon
pursuit race, sending
home fans into ecstasy
at the Antholz-
Anterselva arena.

Vittozzi shot clean
under enormous pres-
sure to win by a margin
of 28.8 seconds over
Norway’s Maren
Kirkeeide who stormed
back from two late
misses to secure silver.
Suvi Minkkinen of Fin-
land took bronze.

“I’m so happy.

Banton at long-on off
Jacks.

Manenti smashed
six sixes and four fours
in a stand of 92 with Jus-
tin Mosca for the fourth
wicket.

When Mosca was
caught in the deep by
Banton off Rashid to

make it 135-5 in the 15th
over, it seemed Italy’s
hopes of pulling off only
the third successful 200-
plus chase in the history
of the T20 World Cup
might be over.

But Stewart had
other ideas, blasting 45
off 23 balls to keep Italy
in the hunt.

England were earlier
56-2 at the end of the six-
over power play, having
lost both openers.

Buttler,  who has
failed to pass 30 in the
tournament so far, con-
tinued his run of low
scores with three.

Phil Salt got off to a
rapid start before also
falling for 28 off 15 balls
with two sixes.

Both were caught
attempting big hits and,
when Jacob Bethell fol-
lowed suit for 23, En-
gland were wobbling at
67-3 in the eighth over.

Brook took a four
and a six off the first two
balls of JJ Smuts’ third
over.

He edged the next
ball to wicketkeeper
Gian-Piero Meade, trying
to cut and England were
92-4 after 11 overs before
Jacks took charge.

What I’ve done today,
I’m really proud of my-
self, I had goosebumps
in the last  few
kilometres. It was a
dream come true,” a de-
lighted Vittozzi told Ital-
ian TV.

“I didn’t think to-
day that I would reach
the gold medal because
the level of the women
is really high, but I really
did a good job at the
range and I’m very
happy. I was very calm,
I tried to work well and I
hit all the targets so I’m
very happy.”

In Tesero, Klaebo
led home the Norwegian
4x7.5 kilometre relay
team to win the ninth
gold medal of his career,
more than any man or
woman has ever
achieved in the Winter
Olympics.

It was also his
fourth gold medal of
these Games and he has
two more events still to
come.

The Norwegian
quartet  were so far
ahead that Klaebo was
able to wave to the
crowd with his ski poles
in the home straight be-
fore he was greeted by
his celebrating team-
mates.

The 29-year-old
overtakes two of his
compatriots who have
won eight golds at Win-
ter Olympics — former
cross-country skiers
Marit  Bjoergen and
Bjoern Daehlie, and
former biathlete Ole
Einar Bjoerndalen.

Morikawa wins at Pebble Beach
NEWS DESK:Collin
Morikawa claimed a
tense victory at  the
Pebble Beach Pro-Am in
California on Sunday,
fending off a final-day
charge by top-ranked
Scottie Scheffler that in-
cluded three eagles.

Double major-win-
ner Morikawa had not
triumphed on the PGA
Tour since 2023, but
started the day in joint-
second and birdied the
final hole in blustery
conditions to win by a
stroke on 22 under par.

"It's special for a lot
of reasons," said
Morikawa, who used his
win to announce that he
and his wife are expect-
ing their first child.

"We just started
telling people this week,
and we said, 'what bet-
ter way... to just an-
nounce it to the world, if
I was able to come out
and win,'" he said.

Back in the state
where he was born and
raised, Morikawa had
pulled clear of a crowded
leaderboard down the
stretch with a superb 30-
foot putt for birdie on
the 15th, and another
birdie on 16.

With benign condi-
tions turning gusty in
the final hour, Morikawa
hooked his tee shot on
17 and could only man-
age a bogey from the
oceanside rough.

He faced an agoniz-
ing 20-minute wait on

the 18th fairway as
Jacob Bridgeman, in the
preceding group,
played a shot from the
beach that cracked off a
cliff and back into the
ocean.But a birdie on 18
was enough to seal a
single-stroke win over
Australia's Min Woo
Lee and Austria's Sepp
Straka, with Scheffler
and Tommy Fleetwood a
further shot back.

"I tried to look out
in the ocean as many
times as I can. I love be-
ing out here," said
Morikawa, of the delay.

"Pebble Beach...
not many places can
beat this place in the
world."

Lee -- chasing his
second PGA Tour win,
after a debut victory last

March in Houston --
shot 65, finishing with
birdies on the final two
holes.It was in stark con-
trast to Lee's finish Sat-
urday, when the 27-year-
old had bogeyed the fi-
nal two holes and dra-
matically tossed his ball
into the Pacific Ocean in
frustration.

But the day's best
round came from world
number one Scheffler,
who started Sunday
eight shots off the lead
in joint 22nd, and made
a remarkable charge up
the leaderboard.

He began in blister-
ing form with two eagles
and three birdies in his
first seven holes.

Pushing hard for
the finish line, Scheffler
missed long on four con-

secutive holes, picking
up two bogeys in that
stretch.Still, Scheffler
finished with another
eagle for a round of 63
and the joint lead at 20
under par, just as winds
picked up for the remain-
ing players on the
course.

It was not quite
enough for a famous win.

"Anytime you've
got three eagles in one
round, good things are
happening... Proud of
the way I played today,"
said Scheffler.

Defending cham-
pion Rory McIlroy also
had a superb final
round, carding 64, but
was never in contention
after three doubles and
a triple bogey earlier this
week.
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Rangers, Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) arrest
three alleged facilitators in Korangi, recover explosives

At least two killed, 17 injured in
IED blast in Bannu

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah dismisses calls
to make Karachi province as ‘impractical’

NEWS DESK: Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has re-
jected calls to make
Karachi a separate prov-
ince, saying such de-
mands are unconstitu-
tional and impractical.

Speaking at the in-
auguration ceremony of
the Bhains Colony
flyover in district Malir
on Sunday, he reiterated
that the people of
Karachi were deeply
connected with Sindh.

In a thinly veiled ref-
erence to the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Paki-
stan, he said some so-
called “claimants of the
city” called for strength-
ening the local govern-
ment system at the
grassroots level but
ironically they them-
selves got the federal
government involved to
carry out development
work at the union coun-
cil level via a federal
company.

He also called for
federal funds to be di-
rectly allocated to local
councils to ensure effec-
tive service delivery.

Takes a dig at ‘so-
called claimants of city’
for involving federal
govt in UC-level devel-

‘Nothing to worry about’: Law minister allays
concerns over Imran’s vision loss

KP living in the stone age, says
Punjab CM Maryam

opment work; inaugu-
rates Rs1.8bn flyover at
Bhains Colony

The CM also an-
nounced a series of ma-
jor infrastructure initia-
tives to ease traffic con-
gestion and accelerate
development across the
city.

Talking about the
new flyover, he said the
project would provide
long-term relief to com-
muters and support eco-
nomic activity by ensur-
ing uninterrupted traffic
flow between key indus-
trial and commercial
zones.

The flyover is ex-
pected to reduce traffic
bottlenecks in District
Malir,  particularly

around Bhains Colony
and the Mehran High-
way. It will improve con-
nectivity for residents
of Malir and Ibrahim
Hyderi, the Export Pro-
cessing Zone, and com-
muters travelling be-
tween the National High-
way (N-5) and Mehran
Highway.

The Bhains Colony
flyover and associated
road works were ex-
ecuted by the Karachi
Metropolitan Corpora-
tion (KMC) under the
Competitive and Livable
City of Karachi (Click)
initiative, with support
from the World Bank.

The project was
completed in a record
five months for

NEWS DESK:Sindh
Rangers and the
Counter-Terror ism
Department (CTD) on
Monday arrested
three alleged “highly
wanted” facilitators
linked to Fitna-e-
Hindustan during a
joint operation in the
Chakragoth area of
Korangi, officials said.

Explosives and
extremist material
were recovered dur-
ing the operation, they
added.

According to a
spokesperson for Pa-
kistan Rangers
(Sindh), the operation
was conducted on in-
telligence-based infor-
mation in coordination
with the CTD. The ar-
rested suspects were
identified as Yasir
Arafat, Khuda
Bakhsh and Zahid
Hussain alias
Barakzai.

The spokesperson
said five kilogrammes

Rs1.865bn. Although
approved on July 21,
2025, physical construc-
tion began on September
21, 2025, and was fast-
tracked to completion.

Outlining upcom-
ing projects, he said
Karachi Mayor Murtaza
Wahab had been tasked
with completing a
flyover at  Azimpura
within 100 days.

He added that
Shahrah-i-Bhutto would
be completed from
Qayyumabad to Kathore
within the next four to six
weeks, with plans under-
way to extend it up to
the port. He also noted
that the Murghi Khana
Bridge was in its final
stages of construction.

The chief minister
announced that devel-
opment projects worth
Rs300 billion would be
included for Karachi in
the upcoming provincial
budget,  adding that
Rs8bn to Rs13bn had al-
ready been approved for
KMC schemes to accel-
erate civic works across
the city.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Mayor Wahab
said the Bhains Colony
flyover had been com-
pleted on a fast-track
basis to facilitate resi-
dents of Malir and ad-
joining areas. He high-
lighted that Shahrah-i-
Bhutto, the Manzil Pump
flyover and multiple
road projects in Korangi,
Ibrahim Hyderi, Memon
Goth and Malir were be-
ing executed by the
KMC. He added that
Rs8.5bn had been se-
cured for the construc-
tion of 25 new roads in
Karachi with the chief
minister’s support.

The ceremony was
attended by Local
Gov-rnment Minister
Nasir Hussain Shah, CM
special assistant Saleem
Baloch, MPAs Raja
Razzaq and Sadia Javed
and others.

NEWS DESK: Law Min-
ister Azam Nazeer Tarar
on Monday allayed con-
cerns over PTI founder
Imran Khan’s vision
loss, saying that there
was “nothing as such to
worry about”.

The statement
comes days after the Su-
preme Court (SC) was
informed that Imran had
only 15pc vision left in
his right eye, prompting
the apex court to form a
medical team to examine
him before February 16
(today).

Subsequently, a
team of five doctors ar-
rived at Rawalpindi’s
Adiala jail on Sunday,
where the ex-premier is
incarcerated, and carried
out a detailed eye exami-
nation,  took blood
samples and checked his
blood pressure. How-
ever, the PTI rejected the
check-up conducted
without his family and
personal physicians.

Addressing Bar As-
sociation Ferozewala in
Punjab’s Shahdara on
Monday, Tarar referred
to the “latest report that
had to be submitted” re-
garding Imran’s health.

The minister added
that he discussed it with
Attorney General for Pa-
kistan (AGP) Mansoor
Usman Awan and the
“relevant” individuals
before coming to the bar
association.

Tarar stated: “They
said thanks to God, the
examination was carried
out again on the Su-
preme Court’s order and
there is no such thing
about 35 or 25 [per cent].

“If he uses glasses
for his eyesight, then
one eye is approximately

70pc fine and the other
eye is 6/6. There is noth-
ing as such to worry
about.”

According to the
Cleveland Clinic, having
6/6 vision or 20/20 vision
means you see the world
with normal clarity and
sharpness.

Before commenting
on Imran’s health, Tarar
stressed the need to
“pay attention to our
national issues”.

“We took difficult
financial decisions, but
the fruits of those can be
seen now,” he stated,
asserting that Pakistan
was now “performing
way better economi-
cally”.

The law minister
stressed that political
stability was crucial for
economic stabili ty.
“There is a lot of noise
these days that what is
about happen and what
has been done to the

PTI founder,” he noted.
Addressing the

PTI-led Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment, Tarar said it was
the “first time that a gov-
ernment was taking offi-
cial measures to deprive
the citizens of their
rights”.

He then referred to
the blockades of major
roads and KP’s entry
and exit points by PTI
protests, which have cut
off the province from
the rest of the country.

“Article 15 [of the
Constitution] allows
freedom of movement,
but the blockage of
motorways and GT
Road on the official level
is unconstitutional,” the
law minister pointed out.

He expressed the
hope that the PTI would
“rectify” the situation
itself after looking at the
latest report. “Other-
wise, the federal govern-

ment will have to take
some action,” Tarar
warned.

He further said it
was the responsibility of
PTI Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan, as well
as the Senate and Na-
tional Assembly opposi-
tion leaders, to “ensure
that the KP government
adheres to the Constitu-
tion”.

Imran’s physician
urges authorities to al-
low access

Meanwhile, Imran’s
long-time personal phy-
sician Dr Aasim Yusuf
released a video state-
ment, saying that last
night he spoke on the
telephone to the two
Islamabad-based eye
doctors who were treat-
ing the ex-premier for his
eye condition.

He said he asked his
colleague, Dr Khurram
Azam Mirza, a Lahore-
based retinal specialist,

to join the phone call.
Dr Yusuf said that

the phone call lasted 40
minutes, during which
the doctors provided a
background of when
they first  examined
Imran, what his symp-
toms were, details of the
treatment prescribed
and what the future
treatment plan.

“Their latest as-
sessment was yesterday
afternoon … they told
us that, in their view,
Imran had shown sig-
nificant improvement as
a result of treatment and
his vision had improved
significantly as well,” he
said.

“I would be ex-
tremely happy if I was
able to confirm that this
was the case. Unfortu-
nately, because I have
not seen him myself and
have not been able to
participate in his care or
talk to him.

of explosive material,
10 metres of prima
cord, three detonators,
one kilogramme of ball
bearings, 250 books
containing extremist
literature and a laptop
were recovered from
the suspects’ posses-
sion.

Officials said the
suspects were in-

volved in facilitating a
banned organisation
by radicalising stu-
dents of various col-
leges and universities
and distributing ex-
tremist literature. The
suspects had allegedly
concealed explosive
material at a secret
location for use in
planned terrorist ac-

NEWS DESK:Two
people, including a child,
were killed and at least
17 others were injured
when an improvised ex-
plosive device planted
in a motorcycle deto-
nated near the main gate
of Miryan Police Station
in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa's Bannu
on Monday, Bannu
Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) Sajjad Khan
stated.

“The police person-
nel at the site were un-
harmed in the explo-
sion,” he added. After
the blast, the police cor-
doned off the area and
launched a search opera-
tion. Police added they
deployed a large contin-
gent to secure the area
and began investiga-
tions.

According to a
statement by a Rescue
1122 spokesperson
Muhammad Aamir, "Res-
cue 1122 medical teams
provided initial treat-
ment to the injured be-
fore transferring them to
District Headquarters
Hospital and Khalifa Gul
Nawaz Hospital."

According to initial
information provided by
Rescue 1122 spokesper-
son Muhammad Aamir,
the two deceased have
been identified as 25-
year-old Zohaib, son of
Rafiullah, and 10-year-
old Daniyal,  son of
Latifullah.

Rescue 1122 has so
far identified 14 injured:
22-year-old Muhammad
Akash, son of Iqtadar,
22-year-old Rizwanullah,
son of Asal Zaman, 20-
year-old Taj
Muhammad, son of
Zardad, 65-year-old
Irfanullah, son of Saifur
Rehman, 51-year-old
Abdul Rauf,  son of
Shairoz Khan, 16-year-

old Samadullah, son of
Umar Jan, 19-year-old
Mulyaaz, son of Umar
Liaaz, 25-year-old
Rubina wife of
Nematullah, 6-year-old
Nadia, daughter of
Habibullah, Sadiq, son
of Yunus, 25-year-old
Bage, son of Kabi, 11-
year-old Habibullah, son
of Hameed, 5/6-year-old
Rafia, daughter of
Habibullah, 4/5-year-old
Taflka, daughter of Bilal,
24/25-year-old Noor
Shad Ali, son of Safdar
Ali,  56/57-year-old
Asghar Ali Khan, son of
Zaroli Khan, and 43/44-
year-old Zardad, son of
Zarbad Shah.

DIG Sajjad Khan
visited the hospital to
check on the condition
of those injured in the
blast. He inquired about
the well-being of the vic-
tims and prayed for the
elevation of ranks and
forgiveness of those
who were martyred in the
explosion.

He also met doctors
and medical staff at the
hospital, issuing instruc-
tions to ensure the in-
jured received the best
possible treatment. He
met with the victims’
relatives, shared in their
grief, and assured them
of full support.

Speaking at  the
hospital,  DIG Sajad
Khan said, “In this mo-
ment of sorrow, the po-
lice stand with the
people. Terrorists have
neither religion nor faith.
Denied an opportunity
to target police, they car-
ried out a cowardly act
by targeting innocent ci-
vilians.” He added, “Ter-
rorists will be identified
and dealt with deci-
sively. We will eliminate
them completely.”

K-P Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi con-

demned the explosion
outside Miryan Police
Station in Bannu district.
In a statement issued by
the Governor’s House,
Kundi expressed sorrow
over the deaths of two
individuals in the blast.

He offered prayers
for the deceased and
their families, praying
for the elevation of the
ranks of the deceased
and patience for the be-
reaved.

The governor ex-
pressed heartfelt sympa-
thy and condolences to
the relatives of the vic-
tims and said the provin-
cial leadership shared
the grief of the families
affected by the explo-
sion.

He also denounced
those responsible, stat-
ing that terrorists are
enemies of humanity and
the peace of the prov-
ince.

K-P Opposition
Leader Ibadullah Khan
also condemned the at-
tack, saying,

“Elements hostile to
peace want to disturb
the province’s calm; the
nation should unite to
confront them,” said
Ibadullah Khan. He
added that the killing of
innocent citizens in the
attack is extremely re-
grettable.

“An attack on the
province’s peace is an
attack on the entire na-
tion; the government
must take immediate and
effective action,” said
Ibadullah Khan. “Such
cowardly attacks cannot
weaken our morale,” he
stated.

Separately, a bridge
on the Tank–Wana main
road in Tank district of
K-P was destroyed by
explosives at the Kot
Hakim location, accord-
ing to police authorities.

tivities targeting sensi-
tive areas of Karachi.

The arrested men,
along with the recov-
ered explosives and
material, were handed
over to the police for
further legal action.

The Rangers
spokesperson ap-
pealed to the public to
assist in crime preven-

tion by reporting sus-
picious activities or in-
dividuals to the near-
est Rangers check
post, the Rangers
helpline at 1101, or the
Rangers Madadgar
WhatsApp number
0347-9001111, assur-
ing that informants’
identities would be
kept confidential.

NEWS DESK: Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz on Monday said
that the PTI-led Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa was living
in the stone age, critising
the province’s govern-
ment for not taking steps
for development in the
age of technology.

Addressing a
laptop distribution
scheme at a Gujrat uni-
versity, CM Maryam
highlighted that stu-
dents in Punjab had ac-
cess to Honhaar schol-
arships, laptop schemes,
Parwaz Card, green
buses and technical
training programmes.

“So there is
Honhaar here, and incite-
ment there, but this is
nothing to rejoice
about,”

she said, adding
that she was extremely
upset that the “people of
KP were still living in the
stone age”.

Maryam stated:
“They do not know what
development is. They do
not realise that Honhaar
scholarships also exist if
one does not have the
resources for their

child’s studies.
“They do not know

that you must have a
gadget or a laptop or an
iPad or a computer in
your hands if you are to
meet global standards in
today’s age.”

Indirectly noting
that the PTI had been in
power in KP for the past
“13 years”, she said the
public there “does not
even know what devel-
opment is”.

The chief minister
quipped that the KP
government’s response
to every need was that
it was providing them
“awareness”.

M a r y a m
emphasised that block-
ing major roads in KP
did not affect the busi-
nesses in Punjab but
rather the economic ac-
tivity of KP itself.

During her address,
Maryam also recalled the
time when her mother
Kulsoom Nawaz was
hospitalised due to can-
cer in 2017 and 2018, as
well as when her father
and ex-premier Nawaz
Sharif was ill during his
imprisonment in 2019.

Noting that Nawaz
was in his 70s when he
was jailed, the Punjab
CM said, “He got sick
after multiple heart at-
tacks and his platelets
dropped. He had cardiac
pain [but] such a joke
was made out of his ail-
ment.”

She continued:
“When my father and I
were in jail, my mother
was diagnosed with
cancer and her disease
was ridiculed so much;
it was even said that she
was not sick and it is all
a drama.”

Maryam then re-
called that Kulsoom was
on a ventilator in a Lon-
don hospital when cer-
tain individuals “entered
the ICU through decep-
tion by wearing doctors’
uniforms to verify
whether it was true or
false”.

“When my mother
passed away, my father
said, ‘One has to die to
prove their innocence
here’,” she said, adding
that she was in a jail cell
when Nawaz informed
her about Kulsoom’s
death.


