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Balochistan CM Announces Increased
Support for Persons with Disabilities

News Desk:

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti chaired the sec-
ond meeting of the Provincial
Council of the Kumak Support
Fund for persons with disabili-
ties in Quetta.

The meeting was attended
by Parliamentary Secretary
for Social Welfare Haji Wali
Muhammad Noorzai, Chief
Secretary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan, senior officials of

Ali Hassan Zahri Removed
from Balochistan Cabinet

News Desk:

Ali Hassan Zahri has been re-
moved from the Balochistan
cabinet following a decision
approved at the highest level.

According to official
sources, the move was made

on the advice of the Chief Min-
ister of Balochistan and sub-
sequently endorsed by the Gov-
ernor of Balochistan.

After receiving the
governor’s approval, the Chief
Secretary issued a formal no-
tification, giving immediate ef-
fect to the decision.

The development marks a
change in the provincial cabi-
net as the government contin-
ues to review.

its administrative and po-
litical arrangements.

Further updates regarding
cabinet restructuring are ex-
pected in due course.

Re-Polling Announced for
PB-36 Kalat on March 10

News Desk:

The Election Commission of Pa-
kistan has scheduled re-polling
at seven polling stations in
Balochistan Assembly constitu-
ency PB-36 (Kalat).

The polling process had ear-
lier been deferred due to law and

order concerns following a re-
quest from the Balochistan gov-
ernment.

According to an official no-
tification, voters at the affected
polling stations will now cast their
ballots on March 10, 2026.

Polling will be conducted
from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm without
any interval. The Election Com-

mission has appointed the Dis-
trict Returning Officer, Returning
Officer, and Assistant Returning
Officers to oversee the re-polling
process.

Authorities said all neces-
sary administrative and security
arrangements are being put in
place to ensure an orderly and
transparent exercise.

concerned departments, and
representatives of organiza-
tions working for persons with
disabilities.

The council decided to ex-
pand and strengthen welfare
programs for persons with dis-
abilities across Balochistan,
with a focus on effective
implementation.

The chief minister directed
a notable increase in monthly
financial assistance for regis-
tered persons with disabilities.

Approval was also

granted for the immediate pro-
curement of special equipment,
including electric wheelchairs
and other assistive devices, to
improve mobility and quality of
life.

Addressing the meeting,
the chief minister said the
Kumak Support Fund would be
extended in phases to cover
every registered person with
a disability in the province.

He emphasized that the
Kumak Endowment Fund
would play a key role in pro-

moting self-reliance among
persons with disabilities.

He further directed au-
thorities to ensure educational
assistance and scholarships for
students with disabilities from
matriculation to PhD level.

In addition, vocational and
technical training, skills devel-
opment initiatives,

mobility-support equip-
ment, and interest-free loans
will be provided to facilitate
dignified employment and eco-
nomic inclusion.

PTI says govt’s silence, lack of clarity over
Imran’s health only adding to public unease

NEWS DESK:

The PTI on Thursday once again
voiced concerns regarding party
founder Imran Khan’s health, tak-
ing exception to the
government’s alleged “silence
and lack of clarity” over the
matter.The incarcerated ex-prime
minister’s family and party have
been raising concerns about his
health since his eye ailment —
right central retinal vein occlu-
sion (CRVO) — came to light in
late January.

In a statement on X, the PTI
expressed “profound concern
over the growing anxiety spread-
ing among the nation regarding”
Imran’s health.“Any ambiguity
surrounding the health of a leader
who commands the confidence of

millions is unacceptable. The
government’s silence and lack of
clarity have only intensified pub-
lic unease rather than alleviating
it,” the PTI contended.

“This is not merely a politi-
cal matter; it is a test of national
trust, human rights, and the
government’s responsibility,” the
party asserted.

Stating that “any uncertainty
regarding his health and safety is
intolerable”, it stressed that if the
government had nothing to con-
ceal, then there was no justifica-
tion for “delaying full
transparency”.The party reiter-
ated its demand that Imran’s per-
sonal physicians be granted “im-
mediate and unrestricted access
so they may conduct all neces-
sary medical examinations, includ-
ing blood tests and any other re-
quired diagnostic procedures”.

“Should any scans or

specialised evaluations be
needed, he must be permitted to
be taken to a hospital or diagnos-
tic centre of their choosing,” the
PTI demanded.

It added: “It  is the
government’s responsibility to
provide the nation with clear, veri-
fied, and unambiguous medical
facts.

“A significant amount of time
has already been wasted regard-
ing concerns over Imran Khan’s
health,” it insisted, adding that
no further delay would be
acceptable.Family members and
senior party leaders have repeat-
edly attempted to meet him at
Adiala jail in recent weeks, but
most visits have been blocked by
authorities.

The SC’s intervention on
February 10 allowed PTI lawyer

Salman Safdar to meet Imran, with
the ex-premier telling the counsel
he had “15 per cent” vision left in
his right eye. This came after it
emerged that Imran underwent a
medical procedure on the night
of January 24 — a development
confirmed days later amid an ap-
parent lack of knowledge by the
family.A report prepared by a
medical board formed by the gov-
ernment that visited Imran on
February 15 stated that, unaided,
the ex-premier’s right eye had 6/
24 partial vision and 6/9 in the left.
It said that with glasses, the ex-
premier’s vision was 6/9 partial in
the right and 6/6 in the left.

The opposition all iance
Tehreek-i-Tahafuz-i-Ayin-i-Paki-
stan (TTAP), which had staged a
six-day sit-in at Parliament House
over Imran’s health, also doubled
down on its earlier demands on
Friday.
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Pakistan-Saudi Arabia
Defense Pact – A Historic

 Milestone in Bilateral Relations

Land Law and Its Importance in Pakistan
By Amir Hamza

Bashir:
Land is one of the
most valuable and con-
tested assets in Paki-
stan. The legal frame-
work that governs the
ownership, possession,
and transfer of land is
known as Land Law.
It ensures that prop-
erty rights are pro-
tected and that dis-
putes over land are re-
solved through legal
and transparent
means.

Land Revenue Act,
1967, and the Transfer
of Property Act, 1882,
remain the corner-
stone of land gover-
nance and property
transfer in the country.

records across Paki-
stan. However, it has
often been criticized
for corruption, manipu-
lation, and lack of
transparency. In re-
cent years, the gov-
ernment has initiated
significant reforms
through the Punjab
Land Records Author-
ity (PLRA) and other
provincial projects to
digitize land records
and reduce human in-

terference in property
registration and own-
ership verification.

Despite reforms,

certainty for investors
and ordinary citizens
alike.

To overcome
these challenges,
there is a strong need
for comprehensive
digital record-keeping,
specialized land tribu-
nals, and public
awareness campaigns
to educate citizens
about their property
rights.

Land law is not
just a legal framework
— it is the foundation
of economic stability
and social justice in
Pakistan.  A fair, trans-
parent, and efficient
land management sys-
tem encourages in-
vestment, infrastruc-
ture development, and
public trust in state in-
stitutions. Strengthen-
ing land laws and en-
suring their effective
implementation are vi-
tal steps toward
achieving legal cer-
tainty and sustainable
growth in Pakistan.

The Author is a
Student of LLB (7th
Semester).

Historical
Background
of Land Law
in Pakistan
The foundation of

land laws in Pakistan
was laid during the
British colonial era
through legislation
such as the Land Rev-
enue Act and the Reg-
istration Act.

After indepen-
dence in 1947, these
laws continued to
guide Pakistan’s land
management system.
Today, major statutes
like the West Pakistan

Land Record
Management
and Reforms

Traditionally, the
Patwari system has
been responsible for
maintaining land

Challenges in
Pakistan’s

Land System
Pakistan continues to
face issues like illegal
possession (land grab-
bing), forged docu-
ments, and slow judi-
cial processes. These
problems create un-

Neither Capitalism nor Communism
Aziz ur Rehman Agha
The Cold War may have
ended, but the ideologi-
cal clash between Capi-
talism and Communism
continues to shape glo-
bal politics, economics,
and international rela-
tions. Even today, global
alliances reflect these
old ideological divi-
sions.

However, both
Capitalist and Commu-
nist systems have failed
to manage political and
socio-economic affairs
effectively. One system
suppresses personal
freedom; the other deep-
ens inequality.  Both
carry serious structural
flaws that make them un-
suitable for modern so-
cieties.

 This calls for a new,
balanced approach —
one found in the Islamic
socio-economic and po-
litical philosophy, which
follows a middle path
between the two ex-
tremes.

The Flaws of Com-
munism

Communism lies at
one extreme of the ideo-
logical spectrum. It sup-
presses individual free-
doms such as speech,
press, and trade.

Historical examples
from Maoist China dur-
ing the Cultural Revolu-
tion (1966–1976) show
how intellectual expres-
sion was crushed —
books and music not
aligned with party ideol-
ogy were banned, and
private libraries were de-
stroyed. Similarly, in the
USSR, any deviation
from party thought was
treated as a crime.

E c o n o m i c a l l y,
Communism eliminates
private property and
discourages entrepre-
neurship. Without per-
sonal incentive, indi-
viduals lose motivation
to innovate and work for
economic growth. As a
result, this system ham-

pers development and
limits prosperity. The se-
vere restrictions on ba-
sic rights and freedoms
make Communism un-
sustainable in modern
nation-states.

The Problems with
Capitalism

On the other end

lies Capitalism, which
has enabled just 1% of
the world’s population
to control more wealth
than the remaining 99%
combined.

This system inher-
ently promotes eco-
nomic inequality, em-
powering elite industri-

alists while exploiting
the working class. Under
Capitalism, profit takes
precedence over people
— workers are overbur-
dened, and ethical val-
ues are often sacrificed
for industrial gains.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,
Capitalism’s obsession

with rapid industrializa-
tion and profit maximiza-
tion has led to environ-
mental destruction, re-
source depletion, and cli-
mate crises.

 It prioritizes wealth
accumulation over
sustainability. These in-
ternal contradictions —

growing inequality,
moral decay, and eco-
logical harm — make
Capitalism an unfit
model for an equitable,
sustainable society.

The Islamic Socio-
Economic Philosophy: A
Balanced Approach

Both Capitalism and

Communism fail be-
cause they represent ex-
tremes — one suffo-
cates freedom; the other
breeds inequality. Islam,
however, offers a bal-
anced socio-economic
philosophy that harmo-
nizes justice, freedom,
and social welfare.

The Islamic eco-
nomic system allows pri-
vate ownership and busi-
ness freedom, but regu-
lates them through moral
and legal checks. The
obligation of Zakat
(charity) redistributes
wealth, preventing con-
centration in the hands
of a few.

Meanwhile, the pro-
hibition of Riba (usury)
ensures financial fair-
ness and discourages
exploitation. Together,
these principles foster
economic justice, social
cohesion, and sustain-
able development.

Conclusion
Neither Capitalism

nor Communism pro-
vides a complete solu-
tion to humanity’s politi-
cal and economic chal-
lenges. Both contain in-
herent flaws — one cur-
tails human freedom, the
other destroys social
equality.

The Islamic socio-
economic model, how-
ever, offers the ideal
middle path — balanc-
ing individual rights
with collective welfare.
With its emphasis on jus-
tice, equality, and moral
responsibility, Islam pre-
sents the most sustain-
able and humane politi-
cal and economic phi-
losophy for the modern
world.

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms Needed to Fix the Crisis
Anjeela Kaynat:

Quetta, once a city
known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces an
escalating traffic crisis.
Every day, thousands of
commuters endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-
teriorating infrastruc-
ture. From rickshaws and
motorcycles to private
cars, the overwhelming
number of vehicles clogs
major roads, while en-
croachments and illegal
parking worsen the situ-
ation.

The city’s transport
system is on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities
and residents. This ar-
ticle explores the root
causes of Quetta’s traf-
fic woes, identifies the
most affected areas, and
outlines urgent solu-
tions to restore order to
the roads.

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infra-
structure

Quetta’s road net-
work, originally de-
signed during the colo-
nial era, was never in-
tended to accommodate
the city’s rapid popula-
tion growth and rising
number of vehicles. Al-

though the city was re-
built after the 1935 earth-
quake, its road capacity
has remained largely un-
changed, struggling to
support over 1.2 million
residents and the thou-
sands of vehicles added
each year.

Key roads such as
Jinnah Road, Sariab
Road, Liaquat Bazaar,
Masjid Road, and
Zarghoon Road have
become perpetual
bottlenecks, choked by
illegal encroachments,
unregulated parking,
and an ever-increasing
number of vehicles.
Without a structured ur-
ban transport model,
these roads remain
gridlocked, affecting
daily life and economic
activity.

Major Traffic Chal-
lenges in Quetta

Severe Congestion
on Key Roads

Traffic congestion
is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road, where
vehicles move at a
snail’s pace during peak
hours.

With no alternative
routes or bypasses, all
traffic is funneled
through these roads,

causing massive delays.
Key intersections, in-
cluding Balochistan Uni-
versity Chowk,

Meezan Chowk, and
Prince Road, frequently
experience severe traffic
jams.

The Surge of
Non-Custom Paid

(NCP) and Unregistered
Vehicles

The unchecked in-
flux of non-custom paid
(NCP) and unregistered
vehicles has com-
pounded the traffic cri-
sis.

A 2010 report esti-
mated over 50,000 NCP
vehicles on
Balochistan’s roads,
causing an annual rev-
enue loss of Rs 15 billion
to the national exche-
quer.

By 2024, this num-
ber has surged to nearly
80,000, with a significant
concentration in Quetta
(Excise and Taxation De-
partment, 2024).

Despite periodic
crackdowns, including
the 2023 seizure of 115
NCP vehicles worth Rs
982 million (ARY News,
2023),

enforcement efforts
have failed to stem the
tide. Quetta’s traffic po-
lice estimate that 40% of
vehicles in the city are

either unregistered or
NCP (Think Transporta-
tion, 2023), worsening
congestion and lawless-
ness on the roads.

Lack of a Proper
Public Transport System

Unlike other major
cities in Pakistan, Quetta
lacks an organized pub-
lic transport system.
With no buses or mass
transit options, residents
rely on rickshaws, motor-
cycles, and private cars,
further clogging the
roads. Over 50,000 rick-
shaws operate within the
city, creating congestion
in already packed areas
like Masjid Road and
Liaquat Bazaar (Traffic
Survey: Quetta Smart
and Safe City, 2023).

Although the gov-
ernment has revisited the
Quetta Mass Transit
Train project,

financial constraints
have delayed its execu-
tion, leaving residents
without an efficient alter-
native to private trans-
port.

Encroachments and
Illegal

Parking Worsen
Congestion

Unauthorized stalls
and illegal parking oc-
cupy nearly 30% of road
space in busy commer-
cial zones such as Prince

Road and Jinnah Road
(Think Transportation,
2023). Street vendors set
up shop on sidewalks,
forcing pedestrians onto
the roads, while shop-
keepers extend their
businesses onto public
spaces, further restrict-
ing traffic flow.

Deteriorating Road
Conditions

Over 60% of
Quetta’s roads are in dis-
repair, riddled with pot-
holes, cracks, and poor
drainage systems
(INRIX, 2024). Roads
such as Joint Road,
Sariab Road,

Sabzal Road, and
Nawa Killi are among the
worst affected. During
rainfall, flooding exacer-
bates the problem, mak-
ing navigation nearly im-
possible.

A tragic reminder of
Balochistan’s road infra-
structure crisis occurred
in 2024, when a bus
plunged into a ravine in
Washuk district due to
poor road conditions.
Despite promises of road
improvements, delays in
infrastructure projects
continue to endanger
commuters.

Weak Traffic Man-
agement and Enforce-
ment

A lack of proper traf-

fic regulation has led to
frequent violations, reck-
less driving, and rising
accidents.

With an inadequate
number of traffic police
officers on the roads,
many drivers ignore ba-
sic rules—running red
lights, driving on the
wrong side, and engag-
ing in dangerous maneu-
vers.

Although the
Balochistan government
announced plans to
build flyovers and under-
passes in 2024 to ease
congestion, financial
setbacks have stalled
these projects
(Balochistan Express,
2024).

Practical
 Solutions to Fix

Quetta’s Traffic Woes
To address Quetta’s

worsening traffic crisis, a
multi-faceted approach is
needed, combining road
expansion, better en-
forcement, and public
transport development.
Here are some key solu-
tions:

1. Road
Expansion and

Maintenance
• Widen key roads

such as Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road to ac-
commodate growing traf-

fic.
• Improve drainage

systems to prevent road
damage and flooding.

2. Regulating Non-
Custom Paid Vehicles

• Enforce stricter
measures to curb the in-
flux of NCP vehicles.

• Introduce policies
to register or phase out
unregistered vehicles.

3. Establishing a
Public Transport System

• Launch a city bus
service to provide an af-
fordable alternative to
private cars.

• Develop dedi-
cated bus lanes to im-
prove efficiency and re-
duce congestion.

4. Regulating Rick-
shaws and Motorcycles

• Implement route-
based restrictions for
rickshaws to prevent
congestion in commer-
cial hubs.

• Create designated
parking areas for rick-
shaws and motorcycles.

5. Strengthening
Traffic Law Enforcement

• Deploy more traf-
fic police officers to en-
sure compliance with
traffic rules.

• Impose heavier
fines and penalties on
reckless drivers.

6. Removing En-
croachments and Illegal

Parking
• Conduct regular

operations to clear roads
of unauthorized stalls
and illegally parked ve-
hicles.

• Establish alterna-
tive vending zones to
prevent the return of
street vendors.

7. Traffic Awareness
and Public Education

• Launch awareness
campaigns to educate
citizens on traffic rules
and road safety.

• Integrate basic traf-
fic education into school
curriculums to instill dis-
cipline in future genera-
tions.

Call to Action: A Col-
lective Responsibility

Every day, Quetta’s
residents face the frus-
tration of endless traffic
jams, reckless drivers,
and poorly managed
roads.  Yet, the problem
persists—not just be-
cause of weak gover-
nance, but because of
collective negligence.

Authorities must
act swiftly to expand
roads, enforce traffic
laws, and implement
public transport reforms.
Citizens, too, have a role
to play—by obeying traf-
fic rules,  avoiding ille-
gal parking, and discour-
aging encroachments.

Editorial:
For over eight decades, Pa-
kistan and Saudi Arabia
have enjoyed close and cor-
dial relations rooted in faith,
friendship, and mutual co-
operation. The recent visit
of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to the Kingdom has
further strengthened these
historic ties, marking a new
chapter in the relationship
between the two brotherly
nations.

SMDA An Unprec-
edented Event

The signing of a Stra-
tegic Mutual Defense
Agreement between Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman is
unprecedented. For the
first time, both states have
formally pledged that an
attack on one will be con-
sidered an attack on both.
This landmark pact is not
only a testament to their
shared commitment to
peace and security but also
a reflection of the growing
geopolitical importance of

Pakistan in the wider
Middle East and South
Asia. Over the years, Saudi
Arabia has stood firmly by
Pakistan, extending sup-
port in critical times,
whether financial, diplo-
matic, or strategic.

At the same time,
Pakistan has successfully
managed to maintain posi-
tive ties with both Saudi
Arabia and Iran, balancing
its role in a region often
marked by divisions. This
ability to uphold cordial re-
lations with diverse re-
gional players demon-
strates Islamabad’s matu-
rity in diplomacy.

China, Turkey And
Saudi Arabia Fully Sup-
port Pakistan

Equally significant is
the fact that Pakistan con-
tinues to receive consistent
and unconditional support
from major global actors
such as China, Turkey, and
Saudi Arabia. These rela-
tionships enhance
Pakistan’s leverage on the
international stage and

help consolidate its role as
a bridge between the Mus-
lim world and the global
community.

The defense agree-
ment with Saudi Arabia is,
therefore, a matter of im-
mense pride for the Paki-
stani nation.

 It not only secures
Pakistan’s strategic inter-
ests but also strengthens
the balance of power in the
region. Such developments
assure the people of Paki-
stan that their country is
not isolated but deeply en-
gaged in shaping the future
of regional security and co-
operation.

This Is Indeed A Na-
tional Achievement

This historic step de-
serves to be celebrated as a
national achievement. It is
a reflection of Pakistan’s
enduring diplomacy and its
ability to transform long-
standing friendships into
strategic partnerships that
ensure stability, prosperity,
and peace for generations
to come.
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White House tells Iran to do deal as
Trump hints at US strikes

Israel restricts Friday congregation at Al Aqsa to 10,000

Microsoft says it does not 'think' US ICE uses
firm's tech for mass surveillance of civilians

Eight backcountry skiers perish
in California avalanche, ninth

presumed dead

Man missing amid France's
record rain

03

NEWS DESK:A man
has gone missing in the
Loire River in the
flood-hit west of
France, an official
said, as the country on
Wednesday marked a
r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g
streak of 35 consecu-
tive days of rain.

National weather
service Meteo-France
said the country was
experiencing its long-
est series of rainy days
since measurements
began in 1959, break-
ing the 2023 record.

Four departments
in western France
were placed under red
alert over the risk of
flooding, with officials
expecting the situation
to worsen with the ar-
rival of Storm Pedro,

which is poised to bat-
ter swathes of west-
ern Europe.

"It's incredibly dis-
tressing, really. Every
morning we see the
water coming closer
and closer,"

said Isabelle
Molinari, who lives in
the western town of
Saintes north of Bor-
deaux.

"And with
tomorrow's storm, I
reckon it'll rise even
further."

The mayor of
Bordeaux, Pierre
Hurmic, activated the
southwestern city's
emergency plan, the
first time since record
floods in 1999.

In the western
town of Chalonnes-

sur-Loire, which is lo-
cated on the left bank
of the Loire, a man
went missing on Tues-
day evening after his
canoe capsized, said
senior official Francois
Pesneau.

"We are deploying
resources, but there is
objectively very little
chance of finding this
person," he said, citing
strong currents and
cold water.

Nine departments
were placed on or-
ange alert, the second-
highest.

In Saintes, Envi-
ronment Minister
Mathieu Lefevre, who
wore a red life jacket
over his suit, toured the
flooded streets in a
small boat.

NEWS DESK:Microsoft
said on Wednesday it did
not think the US Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement agency was
using its technology for
mass surveillance of ci-
vilians, but added that it
provided cloud-based
productivity and col-
laboration tools to ICE.

The statement from
the technology com-
pany came in response
to a report by The Guard-
ian that said ICE deep-
ened its reliance on
Microsoft's cloud tech-
nology last year as the
agency ramped up arrest
and deportation opera-
tions. The newspaper
cited leaked documents.

ICE more than
tripled the amount of
data i t  stored in
Microsoft's Azure cloud
platform in the six
months leading up to
January 2026, a period in
which the agency's bud-
get swelled and its
workforce rapidly ex-
panded, The Guardian
reported, adding ICE ap-
peared to be using a
range of Microsoft 's
productivity tools, as
well as AI-driven prod-
ucts, to search and ana-
lyze the data it holds in

NEWS DESK:Eight
backcountry skiers were
confirmed killed and a
ninth was presumed to
have perished when their
tour group was over-
taken by a football-
pitch-sized avalanche in
California’s Sierra Ne-
vada mountains on Tues-
day, in the deadliest US
avalanche in 45 years,
authorities said.

Six survivors were
rescued after search
teams on skis fought
through blinding snow,
darkness, treacherous
terrain and gale-force
winds to reach them in
the rugged Castle Peak
area near Truckee, Cali-
fornia, about 10 miles
(16km) north-west of
Lake Tahoe.

The group of 15
skiers, including four
guides from outfitter
Blackbird Mountain
Guides, was heading
back to a trailhead in
heavy snow after a
three-day excursion
when the avalanche
struck around 11:30am
PT on Tuesday.

The surviving ski-
ers, who took refuge in
a makeshift shelter con-
structed partly from tar-
paulin sheets after the
avalanche, used emer-
gency beacons and text
messaging to communi-
cate their location to res-
cuers.

One of the guides
was among the survi-
vors, Nevada County
Sheriff Shannan Moon
said at a press confer-

ence.
Two rescue teams

totalling about 50 people
were dispatched from the
Boreal Mountain Ski Re-
sort  and the Tahoe
Donner resort’s Alder
Creek Adventure Centre
and approached the
avalanche zone from the
south and north.

High risk of ava-
lanche

The rescuers them-
selves faced life-threat-
ening conditions, with
the risk of further ava-
lanches still high after a
winter storm dropped
several feet of fresh, un-
stable snow in recent
days.

Responders were
able to get within two
miles (3.2km) of the ava-
lanche site on a snowcat
vehicle, then switched
to skis to lessen the risk
of triggering another
deadly slide.

“Extreme weather

conditions, I would say,
is an understatement,”
said Moon, whose office
helped oversee the
search mission.

An adjacent stretch
of the US Interstate 80
highway had been
closed during the rescue
operation due to zero
visibility from the storm.

Bodies of eight ski-
ers were located but will
be recovered at a later
date when weather per-
mits, while a ninth skier
from the group remained
missing and was pre-
sumed dead, authorities
said.

One of the de-
ceased skiers was the
spouse of a search-and-
rescue team member, au-
thorities said.

An injured skier
was being treated in a
hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries.

The tour group,
which included nine

women and six men, had
been staying at the Frog
Lake Backcountry Huts
near Donner Summit
north-west of Truckee,
at about 7,500 feet eleva-
tion (2,300 meters). The
area is a popular desti-
nation for backcountry
skiers.

In a typical winter,
the mountain receives
more than 400 inches
(10.16 m) of snow, mak-
ing it one of the snowi-
est places in the West-
ern Hemisphere.

Moon said the
storm and avalanche
danger were predicted
and her office was talk-
ing with the guide com-
pany about its decision
to take people out.

The Sierra Ava-
lanche Center extended
the avalanche warning it
issued on Tuesday, say-
ing a “high” danger
might continue through-
out Wednesday.

NEWS DESK:The
White House warned on
Wednesday that Iran
would be “wise” to do a
deal with the United
States as President
Donald Trump once
again hinted at military
action.

The two sides re-
cently resumed indirect
talks, mediated by Oman,
after Trump repeatedly
threatened military ac-
tion against Iran over a
deadly crackdown on
protesters last month.

A previous attempt
at negotiations col-
lapsed when Israel
launched surprise
strikes on Iran last June,
beginning a 12-day war
that Washington briefly
joined to bomb Iranian
nuclear sites.

“Iran would be very
wise to make a deal with
President Trump and
with his administration,”
White House Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt
told reporters.On
Wednesday, Trump
again suggested the
United States might
strike Iran in a post on

his Truth Social site,
with a US mili tary
buildup underway in the
Middle East.He warned
Britain against giving up
sovereignty over the
Chagos Islands in the
Indian Ocean, saying
that the archipelago’s
Diego Garcia airbase
might be needed were
Iran not to agree a deal,
“in order to eradicate a

potential attack by a
highly unstable and
dangerous regime”.

CNN and CBS re-
ported on Wednesday
that the US military will
be ready to launch
strikes against Iran as
early as this weekend,
though Trump has re-
portedly not made a fi-
nal decision yet.The
Wall Street Journal re-

ported on Wednesday
that Trump has been
briefed on his military
options with “all of them
designed to maximise
damage”, including a
campaign to “kill scores
of Iranian political and
military leaders, with the
goal of overthrowing the
government”, unnamed
US officials told the
newspaper.

NEWS DESK:Israel on
Wednesday imposed re-
strictions on Palestinian
worshippers from the
occupied West Bank at-
tending weekly Friday
prayers at the Al Aqsa
Mosque in east Jerusa-
lem and capped the wor-
shippers number at
10,000 during the holy
month of Ramazan
which began on
Wednesday.

The Israeli authori-
ties also imposed age re-
strictions on West Bank
Palestinians, permitting
entry only to men aged
55 and older, women
aged 50 and older, and
children up to age 12 to
attend the Friday
prayers.“Ten thousand
Palestinian worshippers
will be permitted to en-
ter the Temple Mount for
Friday prayers through-
out the month of
Ramadan, subject to ob-
taining a dedicated daily
permit in advance,”
COGAT, the Israeli
agency in charge of ci-
vilian matters in the Pal-
estinian territories, said
in a statement.

“Entry for men will
be permitted from age 55,
for women from age 50,

and for children up to
age 12 when accompa-
nied by a first-degree
relative.” COGAT said,
adding that restrictions
apply only to Palestin-
ians travelling from the
West Bank, which Israel

has occupied since the
1967 Arab-Israeli war.

Imam of Al Aqsa ar-
rested by Israeli police;
Hamas condemns arrest,
restrictions on worship-
pers’ access to holy
mosque“It  is

emphasised that all per-
mits are conditional
upon prior security ap-
proval by the relevant
security authorities,”
COGAT said.“In addi-
tion, residents travelling
to prayers at the Temple

Mount will be required
to undergo digital docu-
mentation at the cross-
ings upon their return to
the areas of Judea and
Samaria at the conclu-
sion of the prayer day,”
it said, using the Bibli-

cal term for the West
Bank.During Ramazan,
hundreds of thousands
of Palestinians tradition-
ally attend prayers at Al
Aqsa, Islam’s third holi-
est site, located in east
Jerusalem, which Israel

captured in 1967 and
later annexed in a move
that is not internation-
ally recognised.

Since the war in
Gaza broke out in Octo-
ber 2023, the attendance
of worshippers has de-

clined due to tough Is-
raeli restrictions.Israel
arrests Al Aqsa Mosque
ImamIsraeli police on
Monday arrested the
Imam of Al  Aqsa
Mosque, Sheikh
Moh-am-med al-Abbasi,
from inside the mosque’s
courtyards in occupied
Jerusalem.The Palestin-
ian news agency
WAFA, citing local
sources, reported that
Israeli forces detained
Sheikh al-Abbasi inside
the courtyards of Al
Aqsa Mosque without
giving any reason.

It said the arrest
“comes amid escalating
Israeli measures against
the blessed Al Aqsa
Mosque, including re-
strictions on imams,
preachers and worship-
pers stationed there, limi-
tations on the entry of
worshippers, and inten-
sifying incursions car-
ried out by settlers un-
der heavy protection
from Israeli police”.

On Tuesday, Hamas
condemned the arrest of
al-Abbasi in a state-
ment, saying he had
been “served with an
order banning him from
the mosque”.

Several central
streets were flooded,
as was the Arch of
Germanicus, a historic
monument which
marked the entrance
to the town in Roman
times, AFP journalists
saw.

"We're dealing
with an exceptionally
large-scale phenom-
enon," said Lefevre.

"The flood warn-
ings have now been in
place for 33 days."

He said that once
the water recedes,
work will have to be
carried out "to make
cities more resilient to
episodes that are likely
to become more se-
vere and more fre-
quent due to climate
disruption."

Azure.
"As we've previ-

ously said, Microsoft
provides cloud-based
productivity and col-
laboration tools to DHS
(Department of Home-
land Security, of which
ICE is a part) and ICE,
delivered through our
key partners," a
Microsoft spokesper-
son said in a statement.

"Microsoft policies
and terms of service do
not allow our technol-
ogy to be used for the
mass surveillance of ci-
vilians, and we do not
believe ICE is engaged
in such activity."

The company said

the US Congress, the ex-
ecutive branch and the
courts should draw
"clear legal lines" re-
garding the permissible
use of emerging tech-
nologies by law enforce-
ment.

ICE said it will not
comment on specifics in-
volving investigative
techniques, tools and
technologies used in on-
going criminal probes,
but said it uses various
forms of technology to
aid arrests of criminals.

US President
Donald Trump's immi-
gration crackdown has
faced criticism from hu-
man rights advocates

who say it creates an
unsafe environment and
lacks due process. ICE
has become the symbol
of Trump's crackdown,
especially after the fatal
shootings of two US citi-
zens last month.

Trump has said his
actions aim to improve
domestic security and
curb illegal immigration.

Tech companies
have attempted to warm
their ties with Trump
during his second term
in office.

Microsoft has also
previously faced scru-
tiny over the use of its
technology by govern-
ments.
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Pakistan summons Afghan envoy, hands demarche over Bajaur attack

Ramazan moon sighted in Pakistan, first
fast will be observed tomorrow.

Pakistan to lead South-Central Asia
trade, vows Aleem Khan

Pakistan rules out role
in disarming Hamas,
condemns West Bank

annexation law

Govt announces uninterrupted electricity, gas sup-
ply during Sehr, Iftar timings during Ramazan

SC upholds life sentence for
drug-addicted wife killer

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Foreign Office
summoned the Afghan
Deputy Head of Mis-
sion  and delivered a
strong demarche to the
Afghan Taliban regime
on the terrorist attack

in Bajaur on February
16, 2026 in which 11
Pakistani soldiers were
martyred. According to
a statement issued by
the Foreign Office
spokesperson in
Islamabad on Thurs-

day, Pakistan con-
demned in the strongest
possible terms the ve-
hicle-borne suicide ter-
rorist attack followed
by a fire raid on Paki-
stan Military and Law
Enforcement Agencies’

post in Bajaur carried
out by Fitna al-Khwarij/
TTP. The ministry con-
veyed serious concern
that FAK/TTP, whose
entire leadership is
based in Afghanistan,
operates with impunity

from Afghan soil. It
was reemphasized that
Pakistan has repeatedly
received assurances
from the Afghan
Taliban regime, but, re-
grettably, with no vis-
ible or concrete ac-

tions. The Afghan
Taliban regime has
been told to take imme-
diate, concrete and
verifiable measures
against all terror groups
operating from its ter-
ritory, including their

leadership, the FO
spokesperson added.
The spokesperson said
that the Afghan Taliban
regime has also been
categorically informed
that Pakistan reserves
the right to respond and

eliminate any Khwarij
belonging to FAK
group along with their
affiliates, wherever
they are located to en-
sure safety of its sol-
diers, civilians and ter-
ritorial boundaries.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Federal Min-
ister for Communica-
tions Abdul Aleem
Khan announced
Pakistan’s vision to
become an economic
hub connecting South
and Central Asia at the
88th session of the
United Nations Inland
Transport Committee.

He emphasized
that Pakistan is mov-
ing beyond a transit
country to a center of
regional trade and con-
nectivity.

Addressing inter-
national delegates,
Abdul Aleem Khan
highlighted Pakistan’s
geographical signifi-
cance and future eco-

nomic impact. “Paki-
stan is not just a tran-
sit country but is be-
coming a hub of eco-
nomic connectivity,”
he said, reiterating the
government’s com-
mitment to making the
country an economic
bridge between South
and Central Asia.

He pointed out
that the inclusion of
Belarus, Russia, and
Central Asian states in
trade corridors repre-
sents a new era of re-
gional cooperation.
Pakistan is actively
facilitating trade to
Russia and Central
Asia while adhering to
international laws and
UN conventions.

The minister un-
derlined Pakistan’s
growing trade partner-
ships, noting that the
National Logistics Cell
(NLC) is spearheading
a trade revolution with
Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan.

He emphasized
that highways from
Khunjerab to
Pakistan’s ports, along
with a 100-acre termi-
nal at Gwadar Port
dedicated to Central
Asian countries, pro-
vide landlocked states
access to the sea.

Abdul Aleem
Khan highlighted the
M-6 Motorway
project as a highly
profitable investment

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The govern-
ment has announced
uninterrupted electric-
ity and gas supply dur-
ing Sehr and Iftar tim-
ings across the coun-
try during the holy
month of Ramazan.

The announce-
ment was made by
Minister for Power
Sardar Awais Ahmad
Khan Leghari and
Minister for Petroleum
Ali Pervaiz Malik, at a
news conference in
Islamabad on
Wednesday.

Awais Leghari
said that the decision
has been taken on the
special instructions of
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to fa-
cilitate people across

the country.
He said that the

Power Division and
the Petroleum Divi-
sion, after a detailed
review of the situation,
have finalised ar-
rangements to ensure
that no power and gas
outage occur during
Sehri and Iftar timings
anywhere in the coun-
try.  The minister said
that the government
has decided that even
in high-loss or techni-
cally sensitive areas,
electricity supply will
remain uninterrupted
during these hours.

He added that in
case of any major
technical fault, imme-
diate action will be
taken to restore power
supply so that the

people do not face any
inconvenience.

Awais Leghari
said that a special con-
trol room has been es-
tablished to effectively
monitor the situation
and oversee all elec-
tricity feeders across
the country.

He advised con-
sumers to lodge com-
plaints on helpline
number 118 in case of
any difficulty regard-
ing electricity supply,
adding that complaints
will be addressed
promptly.

In his remarks,
Minister for Petroleum
Ali Pervaiz Malik said
that the government
has made full arrange-
ments in consultation
with gas pipeline com-

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Supreme Court of
Pakistan has dismissed
the appeal of Waris
Masih, a drug-addicted
man convicted of mur-
dering his wife, and up-
held the Islamabad High
Court’s decision con-
verting his death sen-
tence into life imprison-
ment.

According to the
detailed written judg-
ment approved for re-
porting by the Supreme
Court, the verdict was
issued by a three-mem-
ber bench comprising
Justice Muhammad
Hashim Khan Kakar,
Justice Salahuddin
Panhwar, and Justice
Ishtiaq Ibrahim. The
written judgment was
authored by Justice
Muhammad Hashim
Khan Kakar.

In its ruling, the
apex court observed that
men are protectors of
women, not their killers.
It emphasized that
women are equal mem-
bers of society and are
entitled to protection,
respect, and dignity. The
court expressed concern
over the growing trend
of women being sub-
jected to inhumane and
brutal  violence over

trivial matters.
The judgment

noted that drug addic-
tion has become a sig-
nificant factor contribut-
ing to savage violence
against women and that
no one can be permitted
to violate the sanctity of
relationships such as
mother, sister, wife, and
daughter.

The court held that
it is the state’s respon-
sibility to curb violence
against women through
comprehensive legisla-
tion, effective enforce-
ment mechanisms, and
supportive programs.

According to the
prosecution, the convict
Waris Masih was ad-
dicted to narcotics and
frequently quarreled
with his wife, Jameela
Bibi. At midnight on July
6, 2015, he attacked his
wife and their two minor
children,

Rimsha and
Ramesh, with sticks, in-
flicting severe injuries.
The medical report con-
firmed that the deceased
died due to a fractured
skull and brain injuries.

The court noted
that the convict’s own
daughter, Rimsha Waris
Masih, testified as an
eyewitness and injured

witness against her fa-
ther.  The judgment
stated that when a wife
suffers an unnatural
death within the con-
fines of her home, the
primary responsibility to
explain the circum-
stances rests upon the
husband. However, the
accused remained silent
during trial and failed to
provide any plausible
explanation.

The Supreme Court
observed that the
convict’s abscondence
after the incident, his
failure to participate in
the burial, and his fail-
ure to inform the police
were incriminating cir-
cumstances against him.

It is worth noting
that the trial court had
sentenced Waris Masih
to death for the murder
of his wife, along with
one year of rigorous im-
prisonment and a fine
amounting to five per-
cent of the diyat for in-
juring his children.

Subsequently, the
Islamabad High Court
commuted the death
sentence to life impris-
onment, a decision that
has now been upheld by
the Supreme Court while
dismissing the convict’s
appeal.

opportunity for both
domestic and interna-
tional investors. He
also mentioned major
achievements under
the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC), including
modern highways and
port expansion
projects, which rein-
force Pakistan’s role
in regional connectiv-
ity. Additionally, the
Ministry of Communi-
cations is implement-
ing digitalization initia-
tives to increase trans-
parency in traffic data,
while the “Visa on Ar-
rival” facility for 126
countries is expected
to further boost trade
and tourism links.

IHC issues
notice to
NCCIA in

Imaan Mazari,
husband

tweets case
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) on Thurs-
day issued a notice to
the National Cyber
Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA) on ap-
peals, seeking suspen-
sion of sentences
awarded to human rights
lawyer Imaan Mazari and
her husband Hadi Ali
Chattha in controversial
tweets case.

Faisal Siddiqui Ad-
vocate, Zainab Janjua
and others represented
Imaan and Mazari in the
case.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Siddiqui said
that the trial court gave
the verdict despite the
fact that the petition,
seeking transfer of the
case, was sub judice.

He further said that
the statements by two
witnesses were re-
corded in the absence of
the suspects.

The lawyer went on
to say, “Nobody can
stop the court from giv-
ing a sentence. But at
least give suspects the
right to a fair trial.”
Siddiqui told the court
that he had to come from
Karachi for the case.

Mohsin Naqvi inspects
under-construction

police  stations
in Islamabad

panies to ensure gas
supply at maximum
pressure during 3 a.m.
to 10 p.m.

He said that addi-
tional gas volumes
have also been ar-
ranged based on les-
sons learned from the
previous winter to im-
prove supply reliabil-
ity.

The minister said
that dedicated moni-
toring control rooms
have been established
at the head offices of
both gas companies,
while regional offices
have also been di-
rected to ensure strict
monitoring, especially
at tail-end areas of the
distribution network,
to guarantee uninter-
rupted gas supply.

PESHAWAR (INP):
The Ramazan moon
for 1447 Hijri has been
sighted in various cit-
ies across Pakistan,
and the first fast will
be observed nation-
wide on Thursday.

Chairman of the
Central Ruet-e-Hilal
Committee, Maulana
Abdul Khabir Azad,
announced the sighting
of the moon,  confirm-
ing that the first fast
will be observed to-
morrow, while  the first
Taraweeh prayers will
be offered tonight.

The Central Ruet-
e-Hilal Committee

meeting to sight the
Ramazan moon was
held in Peshawar,
chaired by Maulana
Abdul Khabir Azad.

The central meet-
ing took place at the
Auqaf Hall on
Charsadda Road,
while zonal committee
meetings were held in
Islamabad, Karachi,
Lahore, and Quetta.

Speaking to the
media after the meet-
ing, Azad said weather
conditions varied
across the country,
with clear skies in
some areas and
cloudy conditions in

others. He stated that
moon-sighting testimo-
nies were received
from multiple loca-
tions, including Quetta,
Islamabad, Waziristan,
Dir, Karachi, Buner,
Mardan and Tando
Allahyar.

“After reviewing
the evidence, the com-
mittee unanimously
decided that the first
day of Ramadan will
fall on Thursday,” he
said. Members of the
committee, along with
representatives from
the Meteorological
Department, Pakistan
Space and Upper At-

mosphere Research
C o m m i s s i o n
(SUPARCO), and the
Ministry of Science
and Technology, at-
tended the central
meeting.

Meanwhile, a
separate meeting of
the unofficial Ruet-e-
Hilal Committee was
also held at Masjid
Qasim Ali Khan,
chaired by Mufti
Shahabuddin Popalzai.

The Ramazan
moon has also been
sighted in Bangladesh
and India, where the
first fast will be ob-
served tomorrow.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan has strongly
condemned Israel’s re-
cent law, following the
annexation of parts of
the West Bank, reiterat-
ing that it will support
peace efforts but will not
participate in any pro-
cess aimed at disarming
Hamas.

Responding to a
question at the weekly
media briefing, Tahir
Hussain Andrabi said
that Pakistan, along with
eight Muslim countries,
had last week de-
nounced what it  de-
scribed as Israel’s annex-
ation move in the occu-
pied West Bank. He
added that Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar had
made it clear that while
Pakistan would take part
in the peace process, it
would not join any ini-
tiative to disarm Hamas.

The spokesperson
expressed hope that the
Gaza Board of Peace
would help alleviate the
hardships faced by the
people of Gaza amid the
ongoing conflict.

The spokesperson
added that the prime
minister is currently in
New York on an official
visit to the United States

at the invitation of
Donald Trump, where he
is scheduled to attend a
Gaza Board of Peace
meeting and hold talks
with senior US officials.

He further said
Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar met the Perma-
nent Palestinian Repre-
sentative and Egyptian
Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty to discuss re-
gional developments.

Separately, Federal
Minister Ahsan Iqbal at-
tended the oath-taking
ceremony of the newly
elected prime minister of
Bangladesh and held
meetings with the
country’s leadership,
highlighting Pakistan’s
continued diplomatic
outreach. During the
briefing, Pakistan’s For-
eign Office renewed its
allegations of Indian in-
volvement in terrorism
following the arrest and
guilty plea of an Indian
national, Nikkil Gupta,
in the United States over
a foiled assassination
plot in New York.

Andrabi said Paki-
stan has consistently
raised what it calls In-
dian-sponsored terror-
ism at international fo-
rums.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi
visited newly-con-
structed and under-
construction police
stations in Islamabad
on Thursday morning.

Mohsin Naqvi in-
spected Kohsar police
station, under-con-
struction Women Po-
lice Station G-6 and
under-construction
Coral police station.

The Interior Min-
ister reviewed the
modern facilities pro-
vided in the new build-
ing of Kohsar police
station.

Mohsin Naqvi vis-
ited the front desk and
other sections in
Kohsar police station
and directed to pro-
vide more facilities for
the visitors in Kohsar
police station.

Mohsin Naqvi in-
structed public facili-
ties should be further
improved in newly
constructed police sta-
tions to promote mod-
ern policing.

Mohsin Naqvi or-

dered early comple-
tion of construction of
Women Police Station
in G-6 Sector of the
federal capital.

Provision of nec-
essary resources in
this regard will be en-
sured on priority basis,
Mohsin Naqvi said.
Mohsin Naqvi gave
deadline to complete
the new building of the
Koral police station in
two months.

To make the po-
licing system people-
friendly, new police
stations equipped with
modern technology
are being established,
Mohsin Naqvi said.

Mohsin Naqvi
said the policing sys-
tem of Islamabad will
be made in line with
world standards
through the use of
modern infrastructure
and technology.

IG Islamabad Po-
lice, Chairman CDA,
Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad and rel-
evant officers were
also present on the
occasion.

ISLAMABAD: His Excellency Mr. Khazar Farhadov, Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Pakistan, called on the Federal
Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Coordination, Dr. Musadik Malik.

WASHINGTON: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif reaches Washington D.C to attend the
inaugural session of Board of Peace.

GENEVA: Federal Minister for Communications Abdul Aleem Khan addresses the 88th session of
the UNECE Inland Transport Committee in Geneva.
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Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kharan’s Official
Vehicle Taken by Armed Men

NEWS DESK:
KHARAN: Unidenti-
fied armed men alleg-
edly took away the
official vehicle of the
Deputy Commissioner
from Kharan city on
Thursday morning, ac-
cording to police
sources.

Police said the
government vehicle
belonging to the
Deputy Commissioner
Kharan was inter-
cepted and seized by
armed individuals.
Deputy Commissioner
Munir Soomro re-
mained safe and was
not inside the vehicle
at the time of the inci-
dent. Following the in-
cident, police and se-
curity forces cordoned
off the area and
launched a search op-
eration. Investigations
are underway to trace
the vehicle and iden-

Major Crackdown in Quetta:
Large Quantity of Fake

Rooh Afza & Jam-e-Shireen
Seized Ahead of Ramadan

Provincial Minister Sardar Abdul
Rehman Reviews PHE Performance,

Directs Timely Completion
of Water Supply Schemes

Balochistan Finance Minister Chairs Consultative
Meeting on NFC Award, Calls for Fair Provincial Share

QUETTA : A consulta-
tive meeting regarding
the National Finance
Commission Award
(NFC Award) was held
under the chairmanship
of Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani, Provincial
Minister for Finance and
Minerals.
The meeting was at-
tended by Mehfooz Ali
Khan, Member NFC
Balochistan, Lal Jan
Jaffar, Secretary Finance,
and other officials who
participated in the sub-
committee session of the
National Finance Com-
mission via video link.

Addressing the
meeting, Finance Minis-

QUETTA: In a ma-
jor action against coun-
terfeit beverages, the
Balochistan Food Au-
thority (BFA) seized a
large quantity of fake
Rooh Afza and Jam-
e-Shireen during raids
conducted in different
parts of the city.

According to de-
tails, inspection teams

QUETTA : Provincial
Minister Sardar Abdul
Rehman held an impor-
tant meeting with Secre-
tary Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) Hashim
Alizai to review matters
related to the Public
Health Engineering
(PHE) Department.

During the meeting,
the Secretary PHE gave
a comprehensive brief-
ing on the department’s
overall performance, on-
going development
projects, and administra-
tive affairs.

A detailed progress
report was presented on

casion, Provincial Min-
ister Sardar Abdul
Rehman directed offi-
cials to ensure the
completion of ongoing
projects within the stipu-
lated timelines and to
guarantee the effective
utilization of funds.

He emphasized that
the provision of clean
drinking water is the
government’s top prior-
ity, and no negligence in
this regard will be toler-
ated. The Provincial
Minister further in-
structed PHE officials to
strengthen the field
monitoring system and

carried out raids at
Breach Market, Satel-
lite Town, and Old
Fruit Market following
a confidential tip-off.
During the operation,
a counterfeit produc-
tion and distribution
unit was exposed, and
authorities traced parts
of the supply chain.

Investigations re-
vealed that the fake
beverage stock was
being transported to

Quetta from
Peshawar through the
bilty (goods transport)
system.  Authorities
have expanded the
scope of the investiga-
tion to reach the cen-
tral sources behind the
counterfeit network.

Officials stated
that the fake products
of well-known bever-

age brands were in-
tended to be supplied
across Quetta city and
other areas, posing
serious risks to public
health.

Director General
BFA, Habibullah
Khan, emphasized
that public health is the
top priority, and indis-
criminate action will
continue against those
involved in the sale of
substandard and coun-

terfeit food and bev-
erage products.

He further stated
that during the holy
month of Ramadan, a
special task force op-
eration has been
launched, tightening
the noose around the
adulteration mafia.

Monitoring will be
intensified, and in-

Balochistan Secretary Communications Reviews Progress
on Sports Complex Projects, Calls for Timely Completion

schemes underway
across the province, par-
ticularly those focused
on clean drinking water
supply and drainage
systems in rural and ur-
ban areas.““The brief-
ing highlighted that sev-
eral projects are in their
final stages of comple-
tion, while work on new
schemes is set to begin
to ensure the timely pro-
vision of basic public
facilities.

Various proposals
were also discussed to
improve public service
delivery, enhance trans-
parency, and further
strengthen departmental
performance. On the oc-

tify those responsible,
while security has

been tightened in and
around Kharan city.

Officials said fur-
ther details will be

shared as the investi-
gation progresses.

spection teams will
remain actively en-
gaged in the field to
prevent the distribu-
tion of fake and un-
safe products.

The DG BFA
urged citizens to pur-
chase only authentic
and verified brands,
always obtain receipts,
and immediately re-
port any suspicious
products to the rel-
evant authorities.

adopt a coordinated
strategy for the prompt
resolution of public com-
plaints.

He noted that pub-
lic trust can only be
maintained through im-
proved performance and
accountability.

The meeting was
also attended by Azam
Zarkoon, Chief Engineer
(North),  and Abdul
Muttalib Baloch, Chief
Engineer (South), who
briefed the Minister on
projects underway in
their respective regions
and outlined future
plans.

ter Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani emphasized
that a comprehensive
strategy must be devel-
oped to secure
Balochistan’s rightful
share in the NFC Award,
keeping in view the
province’s backward-

ness and financial
needs.

He stated that the
strategy should compre-
hensively cover all rel-
evant aspects affecting
the province.

During the session,
detailed discussions

were held in the NFC
sub-committee regard-
ing the country’s over-
all internal and external
debt. Participants also
deliberated on formulat-
ing a comprehensive
policy for repayment of
loans obtained from the

International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and other
sources.

The meeting
stressed the importance
of reducing unneces-
sary expenditures in the
upcoming fiscal year to
prevent wastage of pro-
vincial funds.

On the occasion,
the Finance Minister re-
iterated that the present
government of
Balochistan is commit-
ted to a policy of bal-
anced development and
is making consistent ef-
forts to put the province
on the path of sustain-
able growth and eco-
nomic stability.

QUETTA: A key re-
view meeting on on-
going sports complex
projects across
Balochistan was held
under the chairman-
ship of Babar Khan,
Provincial Secretary
for Communications
and Works.

The meeting was
attended by Chief En-
gineers, Superintend-
ing Engineers (SEs),
and District Executive
Engineers from all six
zones of the depart-
ment, along with other
relevant officials.

During the ses-
sion, participants were
given a detailed brief-
ing on the progress of
ongoing sports com-
plex projects, ex-
pected completion
timelines, technical

challenges, fund dis-
bursement, construc-
tion quality, and other
administrative mat-
ters.

Officials also
highlighted the pace of
work in each zone, ob-
stacles encountered,
and the measures
taken to resolve them.

Addressing the
meeting, Secretary
Babar Khan said that

ity projects that will
play a vital role in pro-
viding youth with op-
portunities for healthy
and constructive ac-
tivities.

He instructed that
all projects must be
completed within the
prescribed timeframe
to promote sports ac-
tivities and provide
positive opportunities
for the younger gen-

eration.
He emphasized

that all technical chal-
lenges should be ad-
dressed immediately,
and work progress
should be accelerated.

The Secretary
also made it clear that
no compromise on
construction quality
will be tolerated, and
transparency must be
ensured in all project

stages.
He further stated

that the timely and
high-quality comple-
tion of all sports com-
plex projects is essen-
tial to provide modern
and standard sports
facilities to the youth
of the province, con-
tributing to their physi-
cal development and
engagement in con-
structive activities.

these sports com-
plexes are high-prior-

DC Jaffarabad Chairs
DCC, DIC & DICC
Meetings; Approves

Development Schemes,
Reviews Law & Order

JAFFARABAD : Impor-
tant meetings of the Dis-
trict Coordination Com-
mittee (DCC), District
Implementation Commit-
tee (DIC), and District
Intelligence Coordina-
tion Committee (DICC)
were held under the
chairmanship of Khalid
Khan, Deputy Commis-
sioner Jaffarabad.  The
sessions reviewed dis-
trict-level development
matters, overall law and
order, and departmental
performance in detail.
During the DCC meeting,
various development
schemes under BSDI
Phase-II were approved.
On the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
Khalid Khan stated that
priority would be given
to development projects
aimed at resolving is-
sues directly raised by
citizens during open
courts (Khuli Kachehri).
He emphasized that the
core objective of the dis-
trict administration is to
implement initiatives
that deliver both imme-
diate and long-term ben-
efits to the public.

He directed that

schemes in education,
health, public health en-
gineering, local govern-
ment, and other depart-
ments be designed
strictly in line with pub-
lic needs and welfare to
ensure effective
redressal of complaints.

S u b s e q u e n t l y,
meetings of the DIC and
DICC were also held un-
der his chairmanship, at-
tended by heads of dis-
trict departments and
representatives of intel-
ligence agencies.

The meetings com-
prehensively reviewed
the overall law and order
situation across the dis-
trict, ongoing opera-
tions against criminal el-
ements, security chal-
lenges, and other related
matters. Various depart-
ments and agencies
briefed the participants
on current issues affect-
ing peace and security,
recent cases, and mea-
sures taken to curb
crime. Deputy Commis-
sioner Khalid Khan di-
rected all relevant insti-
tutions to ensure im-
provement in law and
order.



06 BUSINESS Friday,February.20.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Punjab plans wider SME
export financing

Pakistan, US sign pact to redevelop
New York’s Roosevelt Hotel

Mangla refurbishment
project on track

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)raises Rs1.3tr via T-bill, PIB auctions

Rice export rebate scheme revised

NEWS DESK:The
Punjab government is
working on pilot
programmes to support
small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) and ex-
port-oriented industries,
with preparations under
way for the next annual
development plan, Sec-
retary Planning & Devel-
opment Board Punjab
Rafaqat Ali said on
Wednesday.

Speaking at a meet-
ing held at the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (LCCI), Ali
said the government was
working on several pilot
programmes to support
small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) and ex-
port-oriented industries.
According to a state-
ment, he said that under
the Asaan Karobar
Scheme, industries were
being provided interest-
free financial assistance
for export-related value
addition, adding that
there was consideration
to further expand the
programme.

LCCI President
Faheemur Rehman
Saigol welcomed the
secretary, while Vice
President Khurram
Lodhi and Executive
Committee members

Rana Shouban Akhtar
and Irfan Qureshi were
also present.

In his address,
Saigol said Pakistan's
economy was approxi-
mately $400 billion in
size, with Punjab contrib-
uting more than 55% to
the national GDP. He
said strengthening
Punjab's industrial base
was therefore essential
for sustainable eco-
nomic growth. He wel-
comed the provincial
government's decision
to increase the develop-
ment budget for fiscal
year 2025-26 from Rs842
billion to Rs1,240 billion,
saying the higher alloca-
tion would help boost
economic activity.

He emphasised that
development planning
should be business-
friendly so that invest-
ment, production and
exports could grow si-
multaneously. He said
Punjab had strong po-
tential in value-added
manufacturing, engi-
neering goods, pro-
cessed food, pharma-
ceuticals, light engineer-
ing and IT services, but
added that internation-
ally standard testing and
certification laboratories
were necessary to fully

NEWS DESK:The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
on Wednesday raised
over Rs1.31 tril l ion
through auctions of
short-term treasury bills
and long-term floating-
rate Pakistan Investment
Bonds (PIBs), reflecting
continued government
reliance on domestic
debt markets to finance
budgetary needs.

According to the
central bank, the govern-
ment accepted Rs1.21
trillion against bids ex-
ceeding Rs1.26 trillion in
the auction of Market
Treasury Bills (MTBs)
with settlement on Feb-
ruary 19.

Separately, the SBP
raised Rs95.33 billion in
the auction of 10-year
floating-rate Pakistan
Investment Bonds
(PFL).

In the MTB auction,
the largest acceptance
came in the 12-month
tenor, where Rs406.83
billion in face value bids
translated into a realised
amount of Rs367.66 bil-
lion.

The three-month
tenor saw Rs240.47 bil-
lion bids with Rs234.87
billion realised, followed
by Rs112.5 billion bids
for six-month paper
(Rs106.87 bil l ion
realised) and Rs504.74
billion bids for one-
month bills (Rs501.06
billion realised).

Cut-off yields
showed a slightly up-
ward slope across differ-

ent maturities, with 12-
month MTBs accepted
at 10.5996%, compared
with 10.4437% for six-
month, 10.2853% for
three-month and
10.1482% for one-month

securities.
In the long-term

segment, the SBP ac-
cepted Rs95.33 billion
(face value) in the 10-
year floating-rate PIB
auction,  including

Rs2.83 billion non-com-
petitive bids. The com-
petit ive portion
amounted to Rs92.5 bil-
lion at a cut-off price of
96.7179 with a realised
value of Rs89.54 billion.

Furthermore, the
Pakistani rupee inched
up 0.01% in the inter-
bank market to close at
279.57 against the US
dollar, strengthening by
Rs0.03 from Tuesday's

279.60, according to the
SBP.

Meanwhile, gold
prices in Pakistan rose,
tracking a sharp recov-
ery in the international
market where bullion

gained more than 2% as
investors weighed geo-
political tensions and
awaited the US Federal
Reserve's January meet-
ing minutes.

Locally, gold per

tola increased by
Rs1,300 to Rs516,062,
while 10-gram gold was
sold at Rs442,439, up
Rs1,114, according to
the All-Pakistan Gems
and Jewellers Sarafa As-
sociation. Silver also
edged higher, rising
Rs32 to Rs8,046 per tola.
On Tuesday, gold had
fallen sharply, with per-
tola prices dropping
Rs9,000 to Rs514,762.

Interactive Com-
modities Director Adnan
Agar said the market was
reacting to renewed
fears of a US strike fol-
lowing stalled Iran-US
negotiations.

"Gold, silver, and
platinum were all up due
to reports suggesting
the US may launch an
attack in the coming
days," he noted.

Agar added that if
conflict escalates, gold
could reach record
highs, while calm could
trigger a downward cor-
rection.

Internat ional ly,
spot gold climbed 2.6%
to $5,003.85 per ounce
by 11:36 am ET, re-
bounding from a one-
week low of $4,841.74 on
Tuesday.

Analysts are
closely monitoring de-
velopments in the
Middle East, the Fed's
minutes, and upcoming
US economic data, in-
cluding December's PCE
report, which could fur-
ther influence gold and
silver prices.

NEWS DESK:The fi-
nance ministry said on
Thursday that Pakistan
and the United States
had formally launched a
strategic economic ini-
tiative, including col-
laboration regarding the
operation, maintenance,
renovation, and redevel-
opment of the Roosevelt
Hotel in New York.

In a statement, the
ministry said that the ini-
tiative would include
collaboration with the
US General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA) for
the redevelopment of the
hotel.

“This engagement
was negotiated and
stewarded by US Spe-
cial Envoy Steve Witkoff
under the leadership of
President Donald J.
Trump,” it said.

“To advance this
partnership, both gov-
ernments have signed
an MoU formalising their
cooperation,” the minis-
try added.

The statement said
the MoU was signed by
GSA Administrator Ed-
ward C Forst and Fi-
nance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
on behalf of Pakistan,
and was witnessed by

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Witkoff.

“It establishes a
structured, time-bound
framework for joint
evaluation of the techni-
cal, commercial, and eco-
nomic parameters of co-
operation, reflecting a
shared commitment to
transparent, disciplined,
and mutually beneficial
progress,” the statement

said.
The statement

noted the Roosevelt
Hotel’s prime location in
Manhattan and the com-
plexity of New York zon-
ing and municipal pro-
cess, saying the “insti-
tutional coordination
aims to reduce execution
risk, enhance regulatory
clarity, and maximize
transaction value”.

“Such facilitative
frameworks are consis-
tent with international
practice in cross-border
real estate and infra-
structure projects,” it
added.

“The objective re-
mains to secure maxi-
mum value for this prop-
erty in alignment with the
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s
privatisation strategy

NEWS DESK:Water
and Power Develop-
ment Authority (Wapda)
Chairman Lt Gen (Retd)
Muhammad Saeed, dur-
ing his visit to Mangla
Hydel Power Station,
was briefed that the re-
furbishment project was
progressing ahead at a
steady pace.

Four power generat-
ing units have already
been refurbished and are
in operation with their
enhanced generation ca-
pacity; another two will
also come online by the
end of this year, while
overall completion of the
project is scheduled for
2030.

The chairman vis-
ited the control room,
the generating units be-
ing refurbished in the
turbine hall, and the in-
take structure to review
progress.

He urged contrac-
tors to expedite work for
completion of the project
without delay to achieve
energy security by re-
ducing reliance on ex-
pensive yet eco-harmful
thermal generation.

Wapda is imple-
menting the Mangla Re-
furbishment Project with
an approved PC-I cost of

Rs52.224 billion. USAID
has provided $170 mil-
lion as a grant; AFD is
providing €90 million in
loan; while the balance
is being arranged by
Wapda from its own re-
sources and through
loans.

The refurbishment
project is unique in the
sense that it is being
implemented without
shutting down the entire
power station.

Instead, it has been
divided into several
packages. Refurbish-

ment work is being car-
ried out by closing down
one tunnel, ie, two gen-
erating units at a time, to
avoid energy loss.

On completion, the
project will enhance
Mangla Hydel Power
Station's installed ca-
pacity to 1,310 mega-
watts from 1,000MW.
Annual energy genera-
tion will increase from
five billion units to 6.632
billion units.

Wapda has devised
a two-pronged strategy
for optimal utilisation of

realise this potential.
The LCCI president

also proposed the estab-
lishment of sector-spe-
cific industrial parks and
special economic zones
for SMEs, where land
could be provided on
long-term leases at
concessional rates. He
said SMEs contributed
about 40% to GDP and
25% to exports, and that
focused attention on the
sector could signifi-
cantly increase employ-
ment and export earn-
ings.

He further sug-
gested that, given the
country's large youth
population, modern skill
development centres
should be set up under
public-private partner-
ships to provide training
aligned with global mar-
ket needs. He added that
p r o m o t i n g
digitalisation, technol-
ogy parks, startup sup-
port, e-commerce and ar-
tificial intelligence was
also important.

Saigol stressed that
industries should be
supported through
green financing to adopt
environmentally friendly
technologies and en-
ergy-efficient equip-
ment.

while strengthening Pa-
kistan-United States
economic t ies,” the
statement concluded.

The GSA primarily
manages federal prop-
erty and procurement for
US government agen-
cies, and its publicly
stated mandate does not
typically include com-
mercial redevelopment
of foreign state-owned
assets. It was not imme-
diately clear under what
authority the agency
would facil i tate the
project.

Named after former
US President Theodore
Roosevelt, the century-
old property in midtown
Manhattan is seen as
one of Pakistan’s most
valuable foreign assets,
which it acquired in 2000.
Faced with mounting
losses, the over 1,000-
room hotel was shut in
2020, and has also oper-
ated briefly as a migrant
shelter.

The hotel is located
near marquee New York
destinations such as
Grand Central Terminal,
Times Square, and Fifth
Avenue, placing it in one
of Manhattan’s most
valuable commercial
zones.

NEWS DESK:The Min-
istry of Commerce has
further amended a rebate
scheme on local taxes
and levies to address
concerns of larger rice
exporters and make it
more competitive on the
international market.

A notification re-
leased on Wednesday
fixed specific rates under
the Duty and Taxes Re-
mission for Export
(DLTL) scheme for vari-
ous rice brands.

The scheme will
come into effect retro-
spectively from Jan 23.

The government
has allocated approxi-
mately Rs15 billion for
the subsidy scheme.
According to the notifi-
cation, the commerce
ministry has removed
the ceiling cap price of
$1,275 per tonne FOB.

As a result of this
decision, according to
sources, rice exporters
will receive 9pc of the
FOB value of $750 or
above.

This will encourage
over-invoicing by
Basmati exporters with
offices abroad in Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, the US, the EU,
and the UK.

Govt removes
$1,275 per tonne price
cap, allocates Rs15bn
subsidy to boost com-

petitiveness
Contrary to this, In-

dian exporters are cur-
rently offering Basmati
rice at prices below $300
per tonne, with a price
range of $900 to $975 per
tonne to foreign
importers.There are ap-
prehensions that the
DLTL incentive is being
misused by Basmati ex-
porters and that domes-
tic prices have already
inflated.

“Our growers have
already sold their
Basmati paddy at a price
range of Rs5,500 to
Rs6,000 per 40 kg,” the
sources further said.

According to the
same sources, hoarders

are demanding Rs6,400
per 40kg.

Based on domestic
paddy prices and a 9pc
discount to DLTL,
sources estimate the net
export price of Pakistani
Basmati rice at $1,200 per
tonne. “Who will buy
from us if Indian export-
ers are already supply-
ing Basmati at $900 per
tonne?” according to
sources.

It has been pointed
out that almost all of the
top 50 rice exporters
have their entities at vari-
ous destinations, includ-
ing KSA, UAE, USA,
Canada, Kenya, Rwanda
and other African desti-
nations. “Now they will

re-route their exports of
Basmati and coarse rice
through their overseas
entities at a higher in-
voiced value to grab the
maximum of DLTL incen-
tives”, the sources fur-
ther claimed.

The Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI), in a letter dated
Feb 16 to Commerce
Minister Jam Kamal
Khan, said the imposi-
tion of an export price
cap could exclude a
large number of genuine
exporters from the DLTL
facility and adversely
affect competitiveness
and foreign exchange
earnings.

hydropower resources.
 It has not only ini-

tiated new hydropower
projects but is also reha-
bilitating and upgrading
its existing hydel power
stations to maximise the
ratio of clean, green and
affordable hydel elec-
tricity in the national
grid.The Mangla Refur-
bishment Project is one
of the components of
this strategy.

 The Mangla station
has 10 units with a gen-
eration capacity of
100MW each.
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Bodo/Glimt stun Inter in UCL
playoff first leg

West Indies finish group stage unbeaten
after easing past Italy in T20 World Cup

All World Cup matches sold
out: Infantino

T20 World Cup: India tune up for Super Eights with
hard-fought win over the Dutch

NEWS DESK:Norway's
Bodo/Glimt stunned In-
ter Milan in the Champi-
ons League on Wednes-
day, beating last
season's runners-up 3-1
in the first leg of their
knockout phase play-off
tie after Anthony Gor-
don scored four as
Newcastle United ham-
mered Qarabag 6-1 in
Azerbaijan.

Elsewhere Atletico
Madrid were held by
Club Brugge in a thrill-
ing 3-3 draw, while Bayer
Leverkusen took a big
step towards reaching
the last 16 by beating
Olympiacos 2-0 away in
Greece.Bodo/Glimt, Nor-
wegian champions in
four of the last six years,
made it to this stage af-
ter some impressive re-

NEWS DESK:All 104
matches of the 2026
World Cup will be "sold
out," FIFA president
Gianni Infantino said
on Wednesday, even
though tickets are still
available ahead of the
tournament's June 11
kickoff.

"The demand is
there. Every match is
sold out," Infantino told
CNBC.

Infantino, in an in-
terview from President
Donald Trump's Mar-
a-Lago resort in
Florida, said that there
had been 508 million
ticket requests in four
weeks for some seven
million available tick-
ets.

He said requests

during the main sales
phase in January came
from more than 200
countries.

"(We've) never see
anything like that -- in-
credible," said
Infantino, adding that
football's global gov-
erning body has kept
"some tickets back" for
the last-minute sales
phase that will begin in
April and run until the
end of the World Cup
on July 19.

Infantino ad-
dressed the issue of
ticket prices, described
as "exorbitant" by sup-
porters associations
and which have already
reached record levels
on resale sites.

"I think it is be-

sults during the league
phase, including wins at
home to Manchester
City and away to
Atletico in their last two
games.The club from
north of the Arctic Circle
were therefore not afraid
of the current Serie A
leaders and went in front
on 20 minutes through
Sondre Brunstad Fet.

Francesco Pio
Esposito equalised on
the half-hour mark for
three-time European
champions Inter, the
goal standing after a
VAR check despite an
apparent handball in the
b ui l d-u p. Howe ver,
Bodo/Glimt went back in
front just after the hour
when Kasper Hogh's bril-
liant lay-off set up Jens
Petter Hauge to score,

NEWS DESK:West
Indies beat Italy by 42
runs in their final
Twenty20 World Cup
Group C match on
Thursday in Kolkata, as
the two-time champions
maintained their perfect
record heading into the
Super Eight stage.

Skipper Shai Hope
recorded his 11th T20 In-
ternational fifty, getting
75 off 46 balls to set up a
target of 166, despite a
spirited bowling perfor-

mance from the opposi-
tion.

Italy were rocked
early in the chase when
a nip-backer from Mat-
thew Forde knocked
down Justin Mosca’s (2
off 5) stumps, before
Akeal Hosein exacted
revenge on Anthony
Mosca — after being hit
for two sixes — by de-
ceiving the opener with
a slower ball for 19.

JJ Smuts (24 off 27)
and Ben Manenti (26 off

cause it's in America,
Canada and Mexico,"
he said. "Everybody
wants to be part of
something special.

"Ticket prices
have been fixed but you
have, in the US in par-
ticular, something
called dynamic prices,
meaning the prices will
go up or down.

"You are able as
well to resell your tick-
ets on official plat-
forms, secondary mar-
kets, so the prices as
well will go up."That's
part of the market we
are in."Infantino esti-
mated that the first 48-
team World Cup would
bring FIFA some $11
billion or more in rev-
enue, adding that "ev-

21) put on a fightback,
but both fell to spinner
Gudakesh Motie (2/24),
ending Italy’s hopes.

West Indies pacer
Shamar Joseph regis-
tered figures of 4/30,
while Forde got three
wickets for 19 runs as
Italy were bowled out for
123 in 18 overs.

Hope’s crucial
knock steadied the West
Indies ship early on af-
ter Italy pacers Al i
Hasan (1/24) and Tho-

ery dollar" will be rein-
vested in football in
FIFA's 211 member
countries.

He put the World
Cup's impact on the
US economy at around
$30 billion "in terms of
tourism, catering, secu-
rity investments and so
on."

Infantino esti-
mated that in addition
to seven million spec-
tators, the World cup
would also attract 20 to
30 million tourists and
create "185,000 full-
time jobs".

"It's a big impact,"
he said. "I hope this im-
pact will not just be lim-
ited to the World Cup
but for the future as
well."

and Hogh found the net
himself three minutes
later.The result leaves
Inter, who lost 5-0 to PSG
in last season's Champi-
ons League final, facing
a big challenge to over-
turn their two-goal defi-
cit in next Tuesday's re-
turn leg at San Siro.

The winners of the
tie will  play either
Manchester City or
Sporting of Portugal in
the last 16 next month.

Newcastle made
short work of Qarabag
on their long trip to
Baku, with the outstand-
ing Gordon netting two
penalties among his four
goals on the night -- he
now has 10 goals in nine
matches in this season's
Champions League, a
tally bettered only by

Real Madrid's Kylian
Mbappe on 13.

Schick double,
Atletico held

Gordon's clinical
finish gave Newcastle a
third-minute lead at the
Tofiq Bahramov Repub-
lican Stadium, and
Malick Thiaw headed in
for 2-0 after just eight
minutes.Former Everton
winger Gordon then
converted a penalty
awarded for a handball
just after the half-hour
mark, and pounced on
poor defending a minute
later to complete his first
professional hat-trick.

He then added a
penalty for his fourth
and his team's fifth in
first-half stoppage time,
with Jacob Murphy get-
ting the visitors' sixth in
the second half after
Elvin Jafarguliyev had
pulled one back.

Next week's return
at St James' Park should
now be a mere formality,
with a last-16 tie to come
against Barcelona or
Chelsea."It's a tribute to
the team today. We were
really good in the first
half. That's as good as
we have played in a long
time," Newcastle boss
Eddie Howe said.

"I know the tie isn't
over but we are in a great
position."In Belgium,
Club Brugge came from
2-0 and then 3-2 down to
earn a draw with Atletico
and keep their play-off
tie firmly in the balance
ahead of next week's
second leg.

Alcaraz, Sinner cruise into
Qatar quarters

NEWS DESK:Carlos
Alcaraz maintained his
100-percent start to the
year by battling past
Frenchman Valentin
Royer in Doha on
Wednesday, while his
great rival Jannik Sinner
also secured a quarter-
final place.

The world number
one, who became the
youngest man to com-
plete the career Grand
Slam at the Australian
Open earlier this month,
notched his ninth
straight win of 2025 with
a 6-2, 7-5 success despite
trailing 5-2 in the second
set."There were some
moments when I
thought about a third
set, I'm not going to lie,
but obviously it was
just a small place in my
mind that was thinking
that," Alcaraz said.

"The rest was work-
ing to find solutions, to
find the right way
again."

The 22-year-old will
play Russian seventh
seed Karen Khachanov
for a semi-final berth on
Thursday.

Alcaraz has won all
five of his previous meet-
ings with Khachanov,
losing only one set in
the process.Alcaraz
raced through the open-
ing set against Royer,
breaking twice without

facing a break point.
But the 60th-ranked

Royer raised his level in
the second, missing a
break point in the sec-
ond game but making no
mistake shortly after-
wards to stretch 3-1 in
front.Alcaraz immedi-
ately carved out an op-
portunity to hit straight
back in the next game,
but Royer managed to
consolidate his break.

The underdog
could not close out the
set when he served for
it, though, as Alcaraz
broke back in game nine.

The Spaniard made
Royer pay, eventually
reeling off five consecu-
tive games to wrap up
victory.

Sinner powers
through

Italian Sinner, play-
ing his first tournament
since losing to Novak
Djokovic in the Austra-
lian Open semi-finals
last month, eased to a 6-
3, 7-5 win over Austra-
lian Alexei Popyrin.

Sinner will play
Jakub Mensik in the
quarters.

The world number
two has now won his
last 50 matches against
players ranked outside
the top 50, a run dating
back to a loss to Dusan
Lajovic in Cincinnati in
2023.

"I respect every
player, but I always try
to play my best tennis,"
Sinner said when told of
that streak.

"The ranking, at the
end of the day, is just a

number. Everyone is
playing (with) high qual-
ity.

"Especially when
the opponents don't
have much to lose, you
always have to stay very
focused."

Australian world
number 53 Popyrin
battled gamely but failed
to create a break-point
opportunity against his
clinical opponent.

Sinner dropped just
three points on serve in
an excellent first set,
which he took courtesy
of a break in the sixth
game.Popyrin fought
hard in the second but
could not force a tie-
break as Sinner broke to
grab a 6-5 lead before
confidently serving out
the set.

NEWS DESK: Defend-
ing champions India
beat a spirited Nether-
lands team by 17 runs on
Wednesday ahead of
their meeting with South
Africa in the Super
Eights of the T20 World
Cup.India posted 193-6
and then kept the Dutch
down to 176-7 with spin-
ner Varun Chakravarthy
returning figures of 3-14
in Ahmedabad to stay
unbeaten in their four
matches in Group A.

But a tough test
awaits the co-hosts at
the same venue on Sun-
day when they face
South Africa,  who
emerged top of a poten-
tially tricky Group D that
had New Zealand and
Afghanistan.

India finished top of
their group ahead of
arch-rivals Pakistan, but
need to fix holes in their
batting, including the
form of opener Abhishek
Sharma, who fell for his
third straight duck in the
tournament.Abhishek
was bowled on the third
ball by off-spinner Aryan

Dutt after India elected
to bat first at the world’s
biggest cricket stadium.

India were teetering
at 110-4 before Shivam
Dube hit a counter-at-
tacking 66 and put on a

key stand of 76 with
Hardik Pandya (30).Sev-
eral batters got starts
but failed to capitalise as
Ishan Kishan fell for 18,
Tilak Varma made 31 and
skipper Suryakumar

Yadav contributed 34.
Dube kept calm and

hit a few lusty blows, in-
cluding two sixes and a
four off off-spinner Colin
Ackermann, reaching his
fifty off 25 balls.He and

Pandya ensured India’s
innings finished
strongly, although both
were dismissed in the fi-
nal over at the 110,000-
capacity stadium, which
had a turnout of over

68,000 fans.Dube, who
hit four fours and six
sixes in his 31-ball
knock, was caught by
substitute fielder Tim
van der Gugten on the
boundary rope, with

Pandya picking out a
fielder in the deep off the
final delivery by Logan
van Beek.Dutt returned
impressive figures of 2-
19 from his four overs.

In reply, the Dutch

openers started cau-
tiously before Max
O’Dowd fell bowled for
20 off Chakravarthy and
Pandya dismissed
Michael Levitt for 24.

Bas de Leede and
Ackermann attempted
to put the chase back on
track in their stand of 43
but Chakravarthy broke
through with his mys-
tery spin.He sent back
Ackermann for 23, and
then bowled Dutt on the
next ball, before the hat-
trick was avoided by
skipper Scott Edwards.

The ever-increas-
ing run rate forced the
Dutch to take risks and,
in the process, lose their
wickets as De Leede (33)
fell to Dube and Jasprit
Bumrah took down
Edwards.Zach Lion-Ca-
chet (26) and Noah
Croes, who made an un-
beaten 25, hit regular
boundaries in a desper-
ate attempt to pull off a
miracle but India had
runs to play with and
despite two dropped
catches in the last over
won the match.

mas Draca (1/22) picked
two quick wickets.

Disciplined bowling
from spinners Ben
Manenti  (2/37) and
Crishan Kalugamage (2/
25) shackled West
Indies’ lower-middle or-
der and restricted them
to 165-6 in 20 overs — a
target that ultimately
proved beyond the as-
sociate side, who bowed
out of the tournament
with a solitary win over
Nepal.
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ECC approves release of Rs19bn for
PM’s Ramazan package

4 terrorists killed in
intelligence-based operation
in KP’s Lakki Marwat: ISPR

Demarche issued to Afghanistan over terror
attack in KP’s Bajaur

Vawda calls Imran deal offers ‘figment
of Rana Sanaullah’s imagination’

Pakistan backs Gaza peace
efforts, won’t engage in

Hamas disarmament: FO

NEWS DESK:The
Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC)
on Thursday approved
the release of Rs19 bil-
lion for Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif’s
Ramazan package.

On February 12,
PM Shehbaz had an-
nounced a Rs38bn
Ramazan relief pack-
age, which would ben-
efit more than 12 mil-
lion families — around
36m people —
through direct digital

payments.
In a post on X, the

finance ministry said
Finance Minister
M u h a m m a d
Aurengzeb remotely
chaired a meeting of
the ECC.

The post said that
the ECC approved the
“immediate release”
of Rs19bn for the
prime minister’s pack-
age to “ensure timely
disbursement of assis-
tance to vulnerable
families”.

“The remaining
requirement out of the
proposed Rs25bn will
be released as and
when necessary, in line
with fiscal space,” the
ministry said.

“The prime
minister ’s Ramazan
relief package 2026 is
designed to provide
targeted cash assis-
tance to low-income
households during the
holy month, using Na-
tional Socio-Economic
Registry data to en-

NEWS DESK:Senator
Faisal Vawda on Thurs-
day questioned Prime
Minister's Adviser on
Political Affairs Rana
Sanaullah over his as-
sertion that the founder
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) had twice
been offered a political
deal but chose not to
accept it.

"First, tell us when,
where and how? Or is
this one of those deals
that exists only in your
imagination and that
only you know about?"
Vawda asked in a post
on X addressed to
Sanaullah.

It added, "I believe
you people are fortunate
that, according to you,
he did not accept the
deal. If the PTI founder
had accepted this al-
leged deal, you know
very well that he would
then have gone after the
politicians — and he
would not have spared
you either.

Where the politi-
cians would have gone
after that, even I do not
know."

Vawda further cau-
tioned against what he
described as firing “po-
litical arrows into the
air,” warning that such
statements could re-
bound on those who
make them. "Political
manoeuvres of the past

are now outdated. Think
of something new," he
concluded.

Sanaullah has pre-
viously said the PTI
founder was offered a
deal on two occasions
but declined, without
publicly detailing the
nature or timing of the
alleged offers. A day ear-
lier, he claimed that dur-
ing the PTI's November
2024 protest, Imran ini-
tially agreed to hold
talks and not protest at
D-Chowk but later with-
drew, adding that it was
a missed opportunity for
his release.

In an interview on
programme 'Capital Talk'

on a private news outlet
on Wednesday,
Sanaullah revealed that
the government, includ-
ing Interior Minister
Naqvi, had made an of-
fer to Imran, proposing
that the party hold its
planned November 2024
sit-in at Sangjani instead
of marching towards D-
Chowk.

"He (Imran) was be-
ing given wise advice,
and Mohsin Naqvi was
directly engaged in talks
with him, telling him not
to come towards
Islamabad or go to D-
Chowk, but to sit in
Sangjani and hold talks
there. Initially, Imran

Khan agreed to this, but
after agreeing,  he
backed out and said that
Bushra Bibi would de-
cide. Then she made the
decision that they would
go to D-Chowk,”
Sanaullah said.

He explained that if
Imran had agreed, he
would have received
concessions,  adding
that the decision led to
a missed opportunity for
his release. Asked about
whether Imran had alleg-
edly said that he did not
want to come out,
Sanaullah replied, “You
may say so.” The PM's
aide said that the PTI
founder could have se-

cured his release from
Adiala jail had the party
chosen a more peaceful
course of action during
their 2024 protest.

Earlier on Thursday,
Information Minister
Attaullah Tarar strongly
dismissed media reports
suggesting any “deal”
between the govern-
ment and Imran.

In a statement
shared on X, Tarar said,
“There is neither any
deal nor any leniency for
Imran.”

He added that any
suggestion of the gov-
ernment granting Imran
Khan concessions was
“entirely false and mis-
leading”.

Tarar concluded
with, "Imran Khan is a
convicted criminal, and
the news regarding his
release is baseless.
There is no truth in this
news."

Khan, 73, has been
jailed since August 2023
after convictions he and
the PTI call politically
motivated.

Since his 2022
ouster in a no-confi-
dence vote, he has faced
multiple cases, includ-
ing state gifts and an
unlawful marriage. Some
convictions have been
suspended or over-
turned, with appeals
pending. He denies
wrongdoing.

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan will play a role in
efforts to promote
peace in Gaza but will
not be part of any ini-
tiative to disarm
Hamas, Foreign Of-
fice spokesperson
Tahir Hussain Andrabi
said on Thursday.

Speaking at the
weekly media briefing,
he said Pakistan
would only contribute
to efforts aimed at es-
tablishing peace in
Gaza and was not part
of any decision against
any group or
organisation.

Foreign Minister
and Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar
had made it clear that
while Pakistan would
participate in the
peace process, it
would not join any ini-
tiative to disarm
Hamas.

Dar expressed
hope that the Gaza
Board of Peace would
help ease the hard-
ships faced by the
people of Gaza, the
spokesperson added.

Responding to a
question, Andrabi said
Pakistan had taken
note of reports re-

garding the arrest of
Indian national Nikhil
Gupta, adding that Pa-
kistan had evidence of
India-backed terrorist
groups operating in-
side the country.

On Afghanistan,
the spokesperson said
no decision had been
taken regarding the
International Security
Assistance Force, dis-
missing speculation in
this regard.

Separately, it was
stated that Planning
Minister Ahsan Iqbal
represented Pakistan
at the oath-taking cer-
emony of the new
government in
Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, eight
Muslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan,
strongly condemned
Israel’s controversial
law related to the an-
nexation of the West
Bank, the spokesper-
son added.

Andrabi further
said Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif was in
New York on a visit to
the United States at
the invitation of Presi-
dent Donald Trump
and would attend a
meeting for the Gaza

NEWS DESK: Secu-
rity forces killed four
Indian-sponsored ter-
rorists in an intelli-
gence-based opera-
tion (IBO) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Lakki
Marwat district, the
military’s media wing
said on Thursday.

According to a
statement by Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), security
forces conducted an
IBO last night on the
reported presence of
khawarij belonging to
Indian proxy Fitna al
Khawarij.

Fitna al Khawarij
is a term that the state
uses for the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pa-
kistan.

“During conduct
of the operation, own
troops effectively en-
gaged the khawarij lo-
cation and after an in-
tense fire exchange,
four khawarij were

sent to hell,” ISPR
said.

It added that
weapons and ammu-
nition were recovered
from the slain terror-
ists, who “remained
actively involved in
numerous terrorist ac-
tivities in the area”.

It said that a
sanitisation operation
was being conducted
to eliminate other In-
dian-sponsored terror-
ists found in the area.

It said that secu-
rity forces and law en-
forcement agencies
would continue at full
pace to wipe out the
menace of foreign-
sponsored and sup-
ported terrorism from
the country.

The development
comes days after a ter-
rorist attack, involving
an explosive-laden ve-
hicle, on a checkpost
in KP’s Bajaur dis-
trict, martyred 11 se-

curity personnel, as
per ISPR.

12 terrorists were
eliminated after secu-
rity forces retaliated
and “engaged the flee-
ing khwarij with pre-
cision,” ISPR said.

KP has seen a rise
in terrorist attacks in
the past year.

According to the
Annual Security Re-
port 2025 from the
Centre for Research
and Security Studies
(CRSS),

KP recorded a
significant surge in
violence last year as
“fatalities rose from
1,620 in 2024 to 2,331
in 2025”.

This marked an
“absolute increase of
711 deaths, accounting
for over 82 per cent of
the net national rise
and marking almost a
44pc year-on-year
surge in violence in the
province”.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
issued a demarche to the
Taliban regime over the
use of Afghan soil for a
terrorist attack on secu-
rity forces in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Bajaur
that martyred 11 sol-
diers, it emerged on
Thursday.

According to a
press release by the For-
eign Office (FO), the
demarche was issued on
Wednesday afternoon
when the FO summoned
the Afghan deputy head
of mission.

“Pakistan con-
demned in the strongest
possible terms the ve-
hicle-borne suicide ter-
rorist attack followed by
a fire raid on Pakistan
military and law enforce-
ment agencies’ posts in
Bajaur, carried out by
Fitna al Khawarij [or] the
TTP,” the statement
said.

Fitna al Khawarij is

a term the state uses for
terrorists belonging to
the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

The FO expressed
concern that the group,
whose entire leadership
is based in Afghanistan,
“operates with impunity
from Afghan soil”.

It  re-emphasised
that Pakistan had re-

ceived repeated assur-
ances from the Afghan
Taliban regime, “but, re-
grettably, with no visible
or concrete actions”.

“The Afghan
Taliban regime has been
told to take immediate,
concrete and verifiable
measures against all ter-
ror groups operating
from its territory, includ-

ing their leadership,”
the press release said.

The ministry also
“categorically in-
formed” the Afghan
Taliban that Pakistan
“reserved the right to
respond and eliminate
any khawarij belonging
to the group as well as
their affiliates”, wher-
ever they were located,

“to ensure [the] safety
of its soldiers, civilians
and territorial
boundaries”.It is worth
mentioning that Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
said on Wednesday that
Islamabad will not hesi-
tate to launch air opera-
tions inside Afghanistan
to combat militancy,
characterising the cur-
rent regional instability
as the “price we are pay-
ing” for decisions made
during the 1980s and af-
ter Sept 11 terrorist at-
tacks.

Speaking during a
visit to Berlin, Asif ac-
cused the Afghan
Taliban regime of con-
ducting a “proxy war”
alongside India against
Pakistani interests and
said mili tary action
would remain on the
table until Kabul offered
meaningful “assurances
of peace”, according to
a BBC report.

sure transparency and
objective beneficiary
selection,” the finance
ministry said.

It added that the
“funds will be dis-
bursed directly
through formal bank-
ing and digital chan-
nels to ensure secure,
efficient and dignified
delivery”.The ministry
further said that dur-
ing the meeting, the
ECC also granted “in-
principle approval for
Rs1bn operational ex-

penses, directing that
detailed cost break-
downs be shared with
the Finance Division to
ensure transparency,
fiscal prudence, and
compliance with fi-
nancial rules”.

It stressed “bal-
ancing swift relief de-
livery with strong fi-
nancial oversight” and
further noted that “any
unutilised funds would
be surrendered in ac-
cordance with estab-
lished procedures”.

Board of Peace later
in the day.

The PM was also
expected to hold meet-
ings with senior US
officials.

Dar is also in New
York, the spokesper-
son said, adding that he
met the Palestinian
permanent represen-
tative and Egyptian
Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty during his
visit.

Ahead of a visit to
Austria, the DPM held
separate telephone
conversations with
Saudi Foreign Minister
Faisal bin Farhan Al
Saud and Abdelatty to
discuss regional de-
velopments, Andrabi
stated.

The spokesperson
further briefed that the
PM visited Vienna at
the invitation of Aus-
trian Federal Chancel-
lor Christian Stocker
earlier, and a joint
statement was issued
at the conclusion of
the visit.

During the trip,
the prime minister met
Rafael Mariano
Grossi, head of the In-
ternational Atomic En-
ergy Agency.


