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Balochistan Assembly Unanimously Passes Resolution
Seeking Increase in Provincial, National Assembly Seats

Syed Ali Shal

The Balochistan Assembly on
Friday unanimously adopted a
resolution demanding an increase
in the number of provincial and

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F).

While speaking on the feasi-
bility of the proposal, he said that
Balochistan covers nearly half of
Pakistan’s total land area and
holds a strategically vital posi-
tion, yet its people remain

national assembly seats allocate
to the province, citing its vast
geographical size, strategic im-
portance, and longstanding po-
litical

under in key legisla-
tive forums.
“Fair representation is the
foundation of democracy.
lochi: has contributed im-

The resolution was tabled by
Asghar Ali Tareen, a member of
the Balochistan Assembly from

mensely to the federation, but its
voice in the assemblies does not
reflect its size, population spread,

and strategic role,” Tareen told
the House.

Under the resolution, the
number of seats in the
Balochistan Provincial Assembly
is proposed to be increased from
65 to 85, while Balochistan’s
seats in the National Assembly
should be enhanced from 16 to
40.

Lawmakers argued that the
increase would ensure equal po-
litical ~participation and
strengthen the federal structure.

Members from both treasury

and opposition benches strongly
endorsed the resolution.

Parliamentary Leader of the
Pakistan Peoples Party in the
Balochistan Assembly
Mohammad Sadiq Umrani said
the demand was “constitutional,
democratic, and long overdue.”

“Without equitable repre-
sentation, the people of
Balochistan cannot effectively
raise their concerns at the na-
tional level,” he said.

Senior assembly member Mir
Zahoor Buledi stated that en-

hanced representation would
help address political deprivation
and promote national cohesion.
Meanwhile, Maulana Hidayat
Rahman, also a member of the
assembly, said that political em-
powerment was essential for
peace, stability, and development
in the province.

Speaker of the Balochistan
Assembly Captain Abdul Khaliq
Achakzai later put the resolution
to a vote, after which it was
passed unanimously by the
House.

Balochistan to Adopt Long-Term Climate
Action Plan: CM

News Des|

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti sald the provincial
is d along-

term and practical strategy to miti-
gate the growing impacts of cli-
‘mate change, which are affecting
Balochistan with increasing se-
verity.

He expressed these views
during a meeting with the Prime
Minister’s Coordinator on Climate
Change Romina Khurshid Alam,
where discussions focused on
climate risks faced by the prov-
ince and coordinated responses
at both federal and provincial lev-

els.

The meeting agreed on
strengthening environmental co-
operation, improving access to
resources, and expanding te
nical assistance to support cli-
mate-related initiatives in
Balochistan.

The chief minister said cli-
mate change has emerged as a
serious challenge, making
Balochistan more vulnerable to
floods, droughts, and other envi-
ronmental disasters. He noted
that the province has established
its first Climate Fund to ensure

o
timely execution of environmen-
tal projects and targeted inter-
ventions in vulnerable areas.
Highlighting climate equity
concerns, Mir Sarfraz Bugti said
Balochistan’s share in green-

£
house gas emissions is minimal,
yet it suffers disproportionately
from climate impacts, making
stronger federal and inter-provin-
cial coordination essential.
Romina Khurshid Alam as-

P
sured full federal support in ad-
dressing climate challenges and
appreciated the provincial
govermment seflots,partculrly

the inclusion of women and
marginalized communitics in cli-

malc pollc)c

des reaffirmed their
commitment to working together
to enhance climate resilience and
promote sustainable develop-
ment in Balochistan.

SC stays trial of PM
Shehbaz’s Rs10bn
defamation suit
against Imran

NEWS DESK:

The Supreme Court (SC) stayed
on Friday a trial by the court of
an additional district judge in
Lahore ina RS10 billion defama-
tion suit filed by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif against PTI
founder Imran Khan.

In his suit filed in 2017, PM
Shehbaz said Imran levelled base-
less allegations against him.

e sought a decree for the
recovery of Rs10bn as compen-
sation from the defendant for the
publication of defamatory
content.The defamation suit said
Imran wrongly accused PM
Shehbaz of offering Rs 10bn to the
latter through a common friend in
exchange for withdrawing the
Panama Papers case.

The PTI founder had con-
tended in his reply that he had
disclosed the alleged incident for
the consumption of the public at
large, and an act in the interest of
the public good did not consti-
tute any defamation.

He maintained that he did
not specifically attribute any
statement to the PM Shehbaz
while narrating the incident.

A three-judge SC bench,
headed by Justice Ayesha A Malik
and  including Justices
Muhammad Hashim Khan Kakar
and Ishtiaq Ibrahim, took up a set
of review petitions filed by Imran
in the case.The court also issued
anotice to the respondent as no
one was present on behalf of PM
Shehbaz and directed the court
office to fix the case fora hearing
at the earliest.

Senator Barrister Ali Zafar,
who was representing Imran, ar-
gued before the SC that his client
could not appear before the trial
court as he was injured after be-
ing shot in the leg, referring to an
assassination attempt on the
former premier in November 2022,

Zafar said the trial court had
closed the right to defend despite
previously acknowledging the
PTlfounder’s injury.

Now, a trial court has com-
menced recording evidence and
testimonies of witnesses in the
case, the counsel said.At that,
Justice Malik wondered how the
trial court had “terminated the
right to defence™ after acknowl-
edging that Imran had been
injured Subsequently, the SC is-
sued a notice to the respondent
and directed the court office fix

the review petitions for hearing
at the earliest.

Imran had filed review peti-
tions in the case after the trial
court had close the right to de-
fence — a decision that was up-
held by the Lahore High Court
(LHC) and endorsed by the SC
on February 21, 2023.

The trial court, through its
order on October 20, 2022, had
dismissed Imran’s objections in
the case over the rejection of PM
Shehbaz’s interrogatories —a set
of written questions served by
one party to the other — and di-
rected the PTI founder to submit

is answers.

Later, through a subsequent
order of November 24, 2022, the
trial court struck off the right of
defence due to the non-submis-
sion of answers to the interroga-
tories.

Previously, the SC had held
ina 2-1 majority judgment in the
case that Imran had been “wilfully
contumacious and disobedient”
throughout the trial court pro-
ceedings and that the trial court
had not committed any “illegality
or material irregularity” in the ex-
ercise of its jurisdiction through
its orders of closing the right to
defend.

The LHC had alsorightly de-
clined to interfere in its revisional
jurisdiction,

former judge Syed Mansoor
Ali Shah had observed at the time
in the judgement authored by

He had made these observa-
tions as the court heard an ap-
peal moved by Imran challenging
the December 7, 2022 LHC order
of upholding the sessions court’s
closure of Imran’s right to defend.

Justice Malik, who was also
amember of that bench, had dis-
sented from the majority judge-
ment.
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How Long Will Quetta
Pay the Price for SSGC and
Federal Negligence?

Editorial: where Balochistan just inconvenient — it
Quetta is onceagainat remains last on the is dangerous.

the mercy of a winter priority list — not be- Federal
crisis that has become  cause of a shortage of Government’s Weak
all too familiar: low resources, but be- Oversight and
gas pressure, unan- cause of a shortage of Balochistan’s Low Pri-
nounced load shed- political will. ority

ding, and complete ad- SSGC’s Re- The federal gov-
ministrative silence. peated Excuses and ernment cannot es-
Every year, citizens Decades of Misman- cape responsibility ei-
are told to “bear with agement ther. Energy manage-
the situation™ as tem- The SSGC’s per- ment is a national is-
peratures fall and formance adds an- sue, and the pattern of
heaters, stoves, and other layer of frustra- winter mismanage-
geysers turn useless. tion. Each year, the ment in Balochistan
Yet the authorities re- company offers the reflects weak over-
sponsible — Sui same explanations sight, poor planning,
Southern Gas Com- “excessive demand,” and anunfair allocation
pany (SSGC) and the “pipeline pressure is- of resources. The si-

federal energy man- sues,” “technical lence of policymakers

agers — continue to challenges. during these crises

operate without ac- ” Yet no one ex- sends a clear message:

countability. plains why these Quetta’s suffering is
A City Freezing problems remain un- not a priority.

While Authorities resolved despite de- What Quetta

Look Away cades of complaints. needs is not another

The people of Why have there been round of hollow state-
Balochistan are right no significant infra- ments. It nceds a
to ask: Why must structure upgrades? transparent winter gas
Quetta suffer the Why has the com- plan, proper infra-
same crisis every win-  pany failed to intro- structure investment,
ter while no structural duce a clear winter honest communication
reform is introduced? management plan for with the public, and
Why are consumers Quetta? Why is com- real accountability for
forced to pay heavy munication with con- SSGC. Most impor-
bills for a service that sumers absent? tantly, it needs the fed-
barely exists? And The unannounced ~eral government to fi-
why do officials in nature of the load nally treat Balochistan
Karachi and shedding exposes a as an equal stake-

continue to lete disregard for  holder in national re-
treat Baloct ’sgas public convenience. source
issues as a seasonal When outages are not The people of
inconvenience rather scheduled or an- Quetta have endured
than a governance nounced,families can- enough. Their patience
failure? not plan meals, heat- should not be mistaken

D e s pite ing, or even basic for acceptance. With-
Balochistan being an  daily routines. Hospi- out decisive action, this
energy-producing re- tals and clinics recurring winter crisis
gion, its residents struggle to maintain will continue to expose
struggle every winter warm environments not only the inefficien-
for the very resource for patients. Small cies of SSGC but also
extracted from their businesses suffer. the federal
own soil. This contra- And in a city where government’s unwill-
dictionreflectsadeep- temperatures can ingness to address
rooted policy imbal- drop below freezing, long-standing injus-

g

ance in the federation, such negligence is not  tices.

The Looming threat of Climate
Crisis in Pakistan

Sardar Mengal:
Climate change is un-
leashing its worst ef-

heavy rainfalls and di-
sastrous floods. Inter-
governmental Panel on
Climate Change had al-
ready waved multiple
red flags about dire
consequences of cli-
mate change in Paki-
stan. The authorities
should have been on
their toes in response to
the contours of the cri-
sis but we witnessed
everything otherwise.
Balochistan Vul-
nerable to Climate Cri-
sis
It is noteworthy
that almost 30 districts
of Balochistan have
been badly hit by the
current climate emer-
gency. People who
were already drowning
in man made disasters
of inflation, poverty,

fects in the form of

pohtlcal crisis are cur-
rently drowning in a
Natural disaster.
Nushki, Khuzdar,
Lasbela, ‘Bolan and Jhal
Magsi received much
of the inflictions of
flash floods.

People were left
stranded to flow with
the waves as seen in
footages, circulating on
social media. Unfortu-
nately, disturbing pic-
tures of dead bodies of
children covered with
mud, families who
were sitting helplessly
on debris of their
houses and sinking
valuables of the people
couldn’t awaken the
government from its
stupor. Even more
gloomily, the enraging
waves of floods-en-
gulfing lives and prop-
erty, converting every-
thing into dust & debris
and wreaking havoc all

around- couldn’t ment
breaking news on na-
tional media.

Prior disregard and
later delayed response
have multiplied inflic-
tions of the catastro-

e.

Loss of land com-
munication has further
isolated the stricken ar-
eas making true estima-
tion of destruction
more exhausting.

Timely decision
and act can reduce the
effect of Climate
Change

T stop ballooning
problems into crisis;
rescue, relief and reha”
bilitation operations
should be carried out
on full scale as the cur-
rent pace is insufficient
to meet the require-
ment. NDMA and
PDMA need to reach
out to the peripheral
areas that are out of the

dar.
It's hlgh time for
1 ang

OI.IS measures in plpe-
line m overcome the

the p d fed-
eral coalition govern-
ment to pay special at-
tention to those whose
lives are at the stake.
Political parties need to
rise above the tradi-
tional politics and
launch concerted ef-
forts to help out the ca-
lamity stricken at the
carliest. Social welfare
organisations should
come forward to heal
the lesions of suffering
humans. On national
media, there should be
special discourse and
discussion on settle-
ment and rehabilitation
of the affected people.

In addition to en-
suring; re-building of
eroded infrastructure,
compensation  for
losses, clean water, ad-
equate supply of food,
there should be numer-

such as mnreased risk
of infectious diseast
The flood-stricken area
can become a breeding
ground for many health
related problems. Sup-
plying preventive medi-
cines and upholding
precautionary mea-
sures can halt the on-
slaught of infectious
diseases.

The state machin-
ery in its all forms
should come into play
to navigate a safe pas-
sage out of this hurri-
cane of climate emer-
gency enveloping us
now.

The author is a fi-
nal year MBBS student
at King Edward Medi-
cal University Lahore,
Pakistan. He can be
reached on twitter via
(@SardarMengal1 1.

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan

By Shakoor Khan:
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community  Help
(TEACH) ~ project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah, Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.

“IRC is striving
hard to promote girl’s
education in
Balochistan besides im-
parting  vocational
trainings on financial lit-
eracy and trades to make
them financially inde-
pendent,” said Shareef
Mengal, Head of IRC
Balochistan during a
policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of
girl’s education in
Balochistan held in col-
laboration with UK aid at
local hotel here.

Balochistan Educa-
tion minister
Naseebullah Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from the
Education ministry, Di-
rectorate of Special Edu-
cation,

Literacy, Non-For-
mal Education & Human  tiple stakeholders stream of the project,
Rights Department, cluding education ex- 7000 girls completed
Balochistan Assess- perts and government Package A of the non-
ment and Examination functionaries on the formal curriculum, out of
Commission, bariersfacedbygirlsin  these 7000 girls, 5000 re-
Balochistan Textbook the province in pursu- ceived training on finan-
Board, Policy Planning  ing their education and ~ cial literacy and business
Implementation Unit , discussed possible so- development planning.
Provincial Institute of ~lutions to combat those 2400 girls received train-
Teachers Education, barrie ing on 8 vocational
Education Supporl i trades and toolkits and
Programme, Global Part- salient feature 250 girls received finan-
nership of Education, of the cial grants to start a busi-
German Agency for In” i ess.
ternational Cooperation, proj ect IRC Naseebullah Marri,
United Nations Interna- While highlighting Education Minister
tional Children’s Emer-  the salient feature of the - Balochistan, on the oc-
gency Fund Society for project IRC chief in  casion urged that ‘We
Community Strengthen-  Balochistan Shareef must do our part to re-
ing and Promotion of Mengal said under the move the barriers faced
Education, Balochistan, Girls Learn’ stream of by girls in the region so
Institute for Develop- the project, 22,000 girls ~that every girl can pur-
ment Studies and Prac- received classes on  sue her education and
tices, Japan Interna- Package A, B and C of  become a valuable mem-
tional Cooperation non-formal curriculum, - ber of society”
Agency also attended ©ofthem 4000 enrolled in “The Government is
the event. mainstream formal makingall outefforts to

The event hosted schooling system. combat the low literacy
conversations with mul- Under” Girls Earn’  rate which has affected

girls from all ethnic
groups. and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds,”

We are committed

to assist and contribute
to building economically
prosperous, and edu-
cated Balochistan, so
every child has access to
education.
He however wel-
comed the support ex-
tended by the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee
for providing educa-
tional and vocational
training opportunities,
saying he is very grate-
ful for the on-ground ini-
tiative of community-
based schools in
Balochistan.”

Abdul Rauf Baloch
~ Secretary Secondary
Education on the occa-
sion appreciated the
contributions of IRC for
girls’ education in
Balochistan.

He shared that edu-
cation is a complex sub-

ject which cannot be dis-

cussed without WAS]
health and other facili-
ties.

This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-
evant departments and
stakeholders o
should play their role ef-
fectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his re-
marks said that “We as a
society need to commit
to prioritize and focus on
Girls’ Education through
adequate resources.
Girls’ education in
Balochistan is one of the
biggest challenges faced
by the country and to
deal with it we must work
with innovative methods
like Non-Formal Educa-
tion,

” He further added

that, “Over the years, we
have realized that if girls
are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and
provide access to life-
long learning opportuni-
ties like productive skills
and life-skills within
communities.
Girl’s education is
correlated with
lower rates of

povert;

The panel discus-
sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
makers and practitioners
to understand that girl’s
education is correlated
with lower rates of pov-
erty and improved health
outcomes. While stimu-
lating dialogue, the
stakeholders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to girls’

education by providing
gender inclusive facili-
ties and quality of edu-
cation.
The event was a
culmination of three ses-
sions where the first was
hosted to discuss the
barriers faced by girls in
pursuing their educa-
tion. The panelists of
the first session classi-
fied the barriers into 3
categories: Cultural,
Economic and Service
Delivery. The panelists
recommended Acceler-
ated Learning Programs
(ALPs) as a viable op-
tion while integrated
with  skil
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.
Initiatives to
combat the
barriers to

education

The second session
was focused on sustain-
able initiatives to combat
the barriers with the help
of Non-Formal Educa-
tion in bridging the gap
between primary and
secondary schooling.

hairperson of the
session, Mr. Abdul
Khaliq - Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Planning,
and Implementation
Unit welcomed the par-
ticipants and empha-
sized the importance of
solutions to these barri-
ers.

Mr. Ashraf Gichki —
Director Literacy and
Non-Formal Education
shared contribution of
NFE department toward
provision of second
chance of education to
out-of-school children.

Personal
struggles in
overcoming

the barriers to

education

The third and final
session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their  personalized
struggles in overcoming
the barriers to educa-
tion.

Anam — client of
TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center,

she can read books
and newspapers. Simra
from the same district
shared that her parents
don’t allow travelling
long distances to attend
school but after opening
of ALP center at door-
steps, she was able to
join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
motheris the only bread-
winner of home and
works at households of
others to earn income.
Haleema shared that she
is the only child of her
family who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.
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PM Shehbaz meets Rubio after Board of Peace summit in Washington

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
met US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio on
Thursday, with the two
sides discussing coop-
eration in critical miner-
als, energy, counter-ter-
rorism and prospects for
increased American
vestment, according to a
State Department state-
ment,

The State Depart-
ment said the US secre-
tary thanked Pakistan for
supporting Trump’s
peace plan and for
joining the first meeting
of the “Board of Peace™
as a founding member.

He also offered
condolences over the
Jan 31 attacks in
Balochistan and the Feb
6 bombing in Islamabad
and reaffirmed the im-
portance of continued
partnership in counter-
terrorism.

The talks covered
Pakistan’s participation
in the recent Critical
Minerals Ministerial in
Washington, with the
United States welcom-
ing Islamabad’s engage-
ment and discussing co-
operation in developing
Pakistan’s energy and
mineral resources, as
well as

his meeting with Rubio,
the premier congratu-
lated him and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on

lauon of the Gaza peace
lan’

Tt added that during
the meeting, “both sides

op-
portunities for American
companies.

Separately, as per a
press release issued by
the Press Information
Department (PID), during

inau-
gural meeting of the
Board of Peace.

e reaffirmed
Pakistan’s readiness to
“work with the Board of
Peace for the implemen-

the impor-
tance of Pakistan-US
strategic relations and
expressed satisfaction
over the momentum and
positive trajectory of the
partnership, under the

leadership of President
Trump”.
Both leaders also
agreed to improve bilat-
eral trade, economic ac-
tivities, and mutual co-
operation in counter-ter-
rorism efforts, it further
added.
During the meeting,
premier

the

“emphasised the impor-
tance of continued high-
level engagement be-
tween Pakistan and the
US to advance common
goals in arapidly evolv-
ing global environ-
ment,” the statement
said.

ated his appreciation for
Pakistan’s support for
the Gaza Peace Plan and
for joining the board.

“In our meeting, we
discussed the impor-
tance of our strategic re-
lationship on critical
minerals development
and counterterrorism,”
he further said.

Meanwhile, in a
post on X, Rubio reiter-

g “meaningful discus-

sions” on advancing
peace, cooperation in
fighting against terror-
ism, and expanding bilat-
eral economic and trade
ties.

“We look forward
to further ilreng(hening
our strategi
ship inall areas D shared
interest,” said Dar.

Shehbaz stresses
need to end ceasefire
violations in Gaza

Earlier, addressing
the inaugural meeting of
the Board of Peace —
formally established last
month after being pro-
posed in September 2025
Prime Minister
Shehbaz stressed the
need for an end to
ceasefire violations in
Gaza, calling it “very im-
portant” for achieving
durable peace in the
war-torn territory.

“The peoplé of Pal-
estine have long en-
dured the illegal occupa-
tion and immense suffer-
ing. And, to achieve
long-lasting peace, it is
very important that
ceasefire violations
must end to preserve life
and advance recon-
struction efforts,” he
id, adding that Pales-
tinians must exercise full
control over their land
and future in line with
UN Security Council
resolutions. Praising
Trump’s role, the prime
minister said.

Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar responded
to Rubio’s post and
thanked him. He said
Pakistan valued its

“longstanding relation-
ship with the United
States”. The foreign
minister added that the
two diplomats had

War clouds loom as US amasses military
hardware in Middle East

NEWS DESK: War
clouds are looming over
the Middle East, as US
warplanes and aircraft
carriers head toward Iran
in preparation for pos-
sible military action.

Renewing  his
threats towards Tehran,
President Donald
Trump indicated on
Thursday that the coun-
try has around 10 days
to reach a deal with
Washington, or “bad
things will happen”.

CNN and CBS re-
ported on Wednesday
that the US military
would be ready to launch
strikes against Iran as
early as this weekend,
though Trump has re-
portedly not made a fi-
nal decision yet.

White House Press
Secretary Karoline
Lea-vitt warned on
Wednesday there were
“many reasons and argu-
ments_that one could
make for a strike against
Iran”

“Iran would be very
wise to make a deal with
Pre-sident Trump,” she

said.

Trump’s comments
came shortly after Isracli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu issued his
own warning to Iran
saying, “If the ayatol-
lahs make a mistake and
attack us, they will re-
ceive a response they
cannot even imagine”.

The Wall Street
Journal, meanwhile, re-
ported that Trump had
been briefed on his mili-
tary options with “all of
them designed to
maximise damage”, in-
cluding a campaign to
“kill scores of Iranian
political and military
leaders, with the goal of
overlhmwing the gov-
ernment”, unnamed US
ufﬁudl& told the news-

The US has, mean-
while, been building up
its mllllary forces near
Iran, incl-uding war-
ships, fighter jets, and
refuelling aircraft, laying
the foundation for a po-
tentially sustained cam-
paign against Iran
should Trump give the

rder.

Washington has or-
dered a second aircraft
carrier to the region, with
the first, the USS
Abraham Lincoln and its
nearly 80 aircraft, posi-
tioned about 700
kilometres (435 miles)
from the Iranian coast as
of Sunday, satellite im-
ages showed.

Speaking at the in-
augural Board of Peace
meeting, Trump even
praised the “magnifi-
cent” B-2 bombers that
“totally decimated the
nuclear potential” of
Iran last summer, saying
they helped bring peace
to the Middle East for
the first time in 3,000

TS,

Iran has also sought
to display its own mili-
tary might, with its Is-
lamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps holding
war games carlier this
week in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Iran’s joint exercise
with Russia came days
into an extended series
of Iranian naval drills in

the Gulf of Oman, with
Iranian state television
showing special forces
units deployed on heli-
copters and ships.

Amid the escalating
warnings, Poland on
Thursday ordered all its
citizens in Iran to “leave
immediately”.

Germany mean-
while moved troops out
of northern Iraq, reduc-
ing its footprint to the
minimum necessary to
keep its base there func-
tional, citing escalating
regional tensions.

Dozens of German
soldiers have been relo-
cated away from the base
in Erbil, capital of Iraq’s
autonomous Kurdistan
region. Russia has also
called for restraint, with
a Kremlin spokesperson
saying, “We are cur-
rently witnessing an un-
precedented escalation
of tension in the region,
but we still hope that
political and diplomatic
means and negotiations
will continue to prevail
in the search for a settle-
ment”.

US negotiating with India on Venezuelan

oil sale, US envoy says

NEWS DESK: The
United States is in “ac-
tive negotiation” over
the sale of Venezuelan
oil to India, to help India
diversify its sources of
crude oil, US Envoy
Sergio Gor said on Fri-

day.
The US has made
diversification away
from Russian crude a
condition for cutting tar-
iffs on goods imported
from India, the world’s
third-biggest oil importer

and consumer.
“The Department of
speaking to
ry of Energy
here, and sowe're hop-
ing to have some news
of that very soon,” Gor
told reporters on the
sidelines of an event in
New Delhi where India
joined the US-led Pax
Silica initiative aimed at
building a silicon supply
chain for high-tech prod-
ucts. US President
Donald Trump this
‘month agreed to cut tar-
iffs on Indian goods to
18 per cent under an in-

terim trade deal.
He also removed a

25pc punitive levy after
India agreed to end the

of Ukraine.

He said India would
buy more oil from the US
and potentially
Venezuela.A final trade
deal with India will be
signed “sooner than
later” as a “few tweak-

has been invited to In-

dia by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The interim trade
deal is set to become ef-
fective in Apnl and the
US is likely sue a
formal noufcalmn this
‘month to reduce its tar-
iff on Indian goods to
18pc, India’s trade min
ister, Piyush Goyal, said
on Friday.

The US and allies
imposed sanctions on
Russia’s ener
following Rus:

invasion. India then be-
came the top customer
for Russian seaborne
crude, which it bought at
rock-bottom prices, to
the consternation of
Western nations.

“On the oil, there’s
an agreement ... We
have seen India diver-
sify on their oil. There is
a commitment. This is
not about India. The
United States doesn’t
want anyone buying

Russian oil,” Gor said.

Alien files incoming: Trump orders
government release of UFO records

NEWS DESK: President
Donald Trump said on
Thursday he would di-
rect federal agencies to
begin releasing govern-
ment files related to
aliens and unidentified
flying objects, pointing
to what he described as
strong public interest in
the issue.

In a social media
post, Trump said he
would order Pentagon
chief Pete Hegseth and
other agencies to release
the information, calling
the matter * cxtrcmclym»
teresting and impor-
tant.”

with podcast host Brian
Tyler Cohen released on
Saturday, Obama was
asked ifaliens were real.
“They’re real, but I
haven’t seen them, and
Earlier in the day, they’re not being kept in
Trump, without provid- rea here’s no
ing evidence, accused underground facility un-
former President Barack less there’s this enor-
bama of improperly mous conspiracy and
disclosing classified in- theyhidit from the presi-
fc tion when dis- dent of the United
ing aliens publicly, States,” Obama said.
saying Obama “made a Area 51 is a classi
big mistake.” fied Air Force facility in
“He took it out of Nevada that fringe theo-
classified i rists have
He's not supposed to be holds alien bodies and a
doing that,” Trump told  crashed spaceship. CIA
reporters while traveling archives released in 2013
to Georgia. said it was a test site for
Duringan interview top-secret spy planes.

verse is so vast. He

added that the chances
of extraterrestrial life vis-
iting Earth were low,
given the distance.

Following his com-
ments on Obama, Trump
added that he had not
seen evidence lhal
aliens exist, saying, *
don’tknow ifthey're real
or not.”

In recent years, the
Pentagon has investi-
gated reports of UFOs,
and senior military lead-
ers said in 2022 they
found no evidence to
suggest that aliens had
visited Earth or crash-
landed here.

'A2024 Pentagon re-
port said US govern-
ment investigations
since the end of World
War Two had found no
evidence of extraterres-
trial technology and
most sightings were
misidentified ordinary
objects and phenomena.

The website of the
National Archives and
Records Administration
says it has records re-
lated to UFOs across
numerous collections.

Pentagon investi-
gations

There was no indi-
cation in Obama’s re-
marks that the former
president released clas-
sified information.
Obama’s office did not
respond to a request for
comment.

“I saw no evidence
during my presidency
that extraterrestrials
have made contact with
us. Really” Obama said
in an Instagram post on
Sunday.

In'the post, Obama
explained his belief that

the statistical odds of
life beyond Earth were
high because the uni-

King Charles’ brother Andrew released after

arrest over misconduct relating to Epstein

NEWS DESK: King
Charles’  younger
brother Andrew
Mountbatten-Windsor
was released from police
custody on Thursday
evening after being ar-
rested on suspicion of
misconduct in public of-
fice over allegations he
sent confidential govern-
ment documents to Jef-
frey Epstein.

Mountbatten-
Windsor, who turned 66
on Thursday, had been
questioned all day by
detectives from Thames
Valley Police.

Earlier this month,
the police force said it
was looking into allega-
tions that he had passed
documents to the late
convicted sex offender
while working as a trade
envoy. The arrest of the
senior royal, eighth in
line to the throne, is un-
precedented in modern
times. “I have learned
with the deepest con-
cern the news about

Thames Valley Po-
lice said later on Thurs-
day that “the arrested
man” had been “re-
leased under investiga-
tion.” “The law must take
its course’ Although
Buckingham Palace was
not informed in advance
about the arrest, Charles
said the authorities had
the family’s “full and
wholehearted support
and cooperation”.

“Let me state
clearly: the law _must
take its course,” the
monarch said in his
statement. “Meanwhile,
my family and I will con-
tinue in our duty and
service to you all.” The
king visited a fashion
show in London on
Thursday, making no
further public comment.

Mountbatten-
Windsor, the second
son of the late Queen
Elizabeth, has always
denied any wrongdoing
in relation to Epstein,

of misconduct in pubhc
office,” King Charles
said ina statement.

A Reuters witness
saw the former prince
leaving a police station
in Aylsham, castern En-
gland, where he was met
by a small group of pho-
tographers and televi-
sion crews, just after
1900 GMT.

A Reuters photo-
graph taken after his re-
lease shows him seated
inside a car, appearing
visibly shaken.

and said he regrets their
friendship.

His office did not re-
spond to a request for
comment and he has not
spoken publicly since
the release of more than
3 million pages of docu-
‘ments by the US govern-
‘ment relating to Epstein,
who was convicted of
soliciting prostitution
froma minor in 2008.

Those files sug-
gested Mountbatten-
Windsor had in 2010 for-
warded to Epstein re-
ports about Vietnam,
Singapore and other
places he had visited on
official trips as the
government’s Special
Representative for Trade
and Investment.

He was forced to
tep down from that role
in 2011 after his close
links to Epstein first
emerged.

“Fol]owmg a thor-
ough assessment, we
have now opened an in-

vestigation into this al-
legation of misconduct
in public office,”
Thames Valley’s Assis-
tant Chief Constable
Oliver Wright said in a
statement. “We under-
stand the significant
public interest in this
case, and we will provide
upddlcs at the appropy
ate time.” The arrest
marks anew low for the
former prince, who was
forced to quit all official
royal duties in 2019 over
his ties with Epstein and
was then stripped by his
older brother of his titles
and honours last Octo-
ber amid further revela-
tions about their rela-
tionship. Unmarked po-
e cars Earlier, six un-
marked police cars and
around eight plain-
clothes officers were
pictured at Wood Farm
on the Sandringham es-
tate in eastern England

where Mountbatten-
‘Windsor now resides.
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LHC issues contempt notice to Punjab University VC on tree cutting issue

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore High Court has
issued contempt of court
notice to Vice Chancel-
lor of Punjab University
on the issue of tree cut-
ting. During the proceed-
ings on Friday, the court

was dissatisfied with
the response of the Vice
Chancellor of Punjab
University
Muhammad Ali. The
court also extended the
stay order on Sheranwala
and Taxali Gate projects

until the next hearing.
The court extended the
stay order for not mak-
ing a tree transplant
policy.

Justice  Shahid
Karim heard the case re-
garding smog preven-

tion. Punjab University sented a report regard-
Law Officer Dr. Ali ing the court orders. He
Nawaz and Legal Advi-  told the court that a meet-
sor Shahzad Shaukat ing was held under the

Member of Envi-
ronmental Commission
submitted that there are
some suggestions from

and others appeared.  chairmanship of the En- the WWE and the com-
Member of Envi-  vironmental Commis- mittee. Member of Envi-
“ommission sion on the “ommissi

Syed Kamal Haider pre-  policy.

submitted that work has

to be done on Sundays
too because no lawyer
from PHA comes. Vice
Chancellor Punjab Uni-
versity had submitted a
contempt of court reply,
member of the Environ-
mental Commission sub-

mitted. Justice Shahid
Karim remarked that
court is not satisfied
with this reply and for-
mal contempt of court
notice has been issued.
Court further adjourned
the case till February 27.

ASHINGTON: CEO nl' United States
[Benjamin Black called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharll

ISLAMABAD
(INP): A fleet of
China-manufactured
electric buses has be-
gun operations in
Gujar Khan, marking
the first deployment of
the green public trans-
port service at the
sub-district level in
Punjab and underscor-
ing expanding techno-
logical cooperation
between Pakistan and
China.

The provincial
ministers Khawaja
Manshaullah Butt and

Bilal Akbar Khan
were chief guests at

the opening ceremony,

Hurriyat conference raises concerns | Guagr rro repored.

The launching is

over India’s land policies in IIQOJK  |part of o project

ISLAMABAD, Feb
20 (INP): The All
Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference has ex-
pressed serious con-
cern that the Indian
government’s land
and settlement policies
in Jammu and Kash-
mir contravene estab-
lished United Nations
(UN) resolutions on
the region’s disputed
status.

According  to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, APHC spokes-
person Abdul Rashid
Minhas, ina statement
issued in Srinagar, ex-
pressed regret that In-
dia was disregarding
the Kashmiris’ right to
determine their politi-
cal future in line with
United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolu-
tions and was instead
pursuing measures
aimed at altering the

demographic compo-
sition of the territory.
He further stated
that Jammu and Kash-
mir had been divided
into two Union Terri-
tories against the
wishes of its people.
The spokesperson
added that residents
were being deprived
of their democratic
rights under the BJP
government and de-
scribed the move as a
deliberate attempt to
divert attention from
the core issue of the
Kashmir dispute.
APHC said that
Kashmir is not an in-
ternal matter of Indla
butan ] is-

recognized status of
the Kashmir dispute is
an established fact
and there is no doubt
about it.

The August 5,
2019, illegal moves
can’t change the fact
that Jammu and Kash-
mir is not India’s inter-
nal matter butan inter-
national issue, he
added.

The statement
said India’s hege-
monic mindset is stop-
ping it from accepting
that Jammu and Kash-
mir is a disputed terri-
tory and New Delhi’s
August 5, 2019, ac-
tions are in contraven-
tion of UN

sue as recognized by
UN resolutions that
needs to be resolved in
its historical perspec-
tive.

The spokesman
said the internationally

APHC lamented
that India was com-
pletely disregarding
the Kashmiris’ right to
decide their future as
per UN resolutions
and its plan to change

launched by Punjab

Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz
Sharifto provide mod-
ern and efficient travel
facilities to the public.

The inauguration
ceremony was also
attended by provincial
officials, lawmakers
and district administra-
tion representatives.

The service will
initially operate along
the route connecting
Gujar Khan Bus Ter-
minal, Sohawa city and
the Police Complex,
improving mobility for
thousands of daily
commuters.

The newly
launched buses are
part of Punjab’s
bmader transition to-

sustainable public
transportation.
Powered entirely
by electricity, the ve-
hicles are designed to
reduce urban air pol-
lution, lower fuel im-
port costs and pro-
mote climate-friendly
‘mobility solutions.
Each bus is
equipped with modern
safety and surveil-
lance systems, includ-
ing seven onboard
cameras to enhance
passenger security.
Fourteen electric
buses have been allo-
cated for Gujar Khan
in the first phase. Au-
thorities confirmed
that senior citizens,
women and students
will be able to travel

China-made electric buses
launched in Gujar Khan

free of charge, a mea-
sure aimed at increas-
ing accessibility and
encouraging public
transport usage.

The introduction
of these buses forms
part of Punjab’s larger
electric ~ mobility
roadmap.

Officials have an-
nounced plans to de-
ploy approximately
1,100 electric buses
across the province
during the current
year, with an additional
1,500 buses projected
for induction next year.

The expansion re-
flects  Pakistan’s
growing focus on
green infrastructure
and urban

wal

he de: hi
stucre o o - | Two FIA ofﬁc1als

legally  occupied

Jammu and Kashmir | ArTESted on charges of

is in flagrant violation

of DN resolutions. accepting bribes

For 78 years, he | ;g1 AMABAD (INP):
added, | Kashmiris | The ant-Cotruption
have waited in vain for | celf of the Federal Inves-
justice as India contin- | jgation Agency (FIA)
ues to trample their | has arrested two of FIA
rights and perpetuate | officials on charges of
brutal repression in the | accepting bribes in ex-
occupied territory. change for illegal immi-

The spokesman | gration clearance.
said that the Modi According to offi-
regime’s apartheid | cials, Director General of
policies have led to | the FIA Dr. Usman
unprecedented atroci- | Anwar took notice of the
ties, with systematic | allegations that immigra-
human rights viola- tion clearances were be-
tions committed with | ing granted in return for
impunity by Indian | bribes.

troops. The Additional Di-
Despite  the | rector General (Immiga-
bloodshed and oppres. | on) and the Director
PPTES” | 7one Islamabad con-

sion, Kashmiris re-

. :~~ | ducted an inquiry into
main resolute, refusing quiry

the matter.
to surrender to Indian After the allega-
military might. tions were proven, a

Naqvi announces
extension in electric
bus service to Rawat

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagqvi has inaugurated
the electric bus depot
and charging centre in
Islamabad, and also an-
nounced extension in
service to Rawat.

On the occasion,
Mohsin Naqvi also trav-
elled in an electric bus
with the concerned offic-
ers. Mohsin Naqvi was
given a detailed briefing
about the electric bus
depot and charging fa-
cility. Mohsin Naqvi
congratulated the entire
team on the successful
completion of the
project. Addressing the
ceremony, Mohsin
Naqvi said 125,000 citi-
zens of Islamabad are
traveling in these buses
daily. Mohsin Naqvi
said the target has been
set to carry the number
of passengers t0 250,000
per day. He said special
care has been taken of
the routes of male and
female students. During
his speech, Mohsin
Nagqvi also announced
extension of electric bus

service to Rawat.

?he said electric bus
service along with metro
is proving helpful in
solving traffic problems.
?Rawalpindi-Islamabad
railway service is being
restored, Mohsin Naqvi
announced.

?Heavy Industry
Taxila (HIT) is going to
start local manufactur-
ing of electric buses in
Pakistan, Mohsin Naqvi
added. ?Mohsin Naqvi
was briefed that there is
capacity to install 64
chargers in the depot
and 50 have already
been installed while 14
more will be installed
soon. ?0ne charger has
the capacity to charge
two buses in two hours.
Electric buses are run-
ning on 21 routes in
Islamabad. The project
has been integrated with
Google. Chief Commis-
sioner Islamabad, 1G
Islamabad  Police,
Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad and other
high-ranking officers
were also present on the
occasion.

Dense fog forces [ resiiers

cials in Islamabad by the

closure of motorway | aa Corruption Cell

The accused officials

sections in Punjab s been taken into

LAHORE  (INP):
Dense fog blanketed

custody, and four pas-

amid hazardous
4 sengers have also been

weather

parts of Punjab on
night between Thurs-
day and Friday, para-
lyzing routine life and
disrupting road traffic
on Motorways due to
low visibility.

The thick fog has
badly affected the
flow of road traffic in
several cities of
Punjab. According to
a Motorway spokes-
person, the,

Motorway M2
from Lahore to Kot
Momin, Motorway
M3 from Faizpur to
Samundari, Motorway
M4 from Pindi
Bhattian to Faisalabad,
ind

Motorway MI1
from Lahore to
Sambrial have been
closed for all kind of
traffic. Motorway Po-
lice spokesperson said
the closures were

necessary to pro-
tect lives and property
=

8

in the case.
During the investi-
SO gation, one of the offi-
lations duru_lg fog c N | Cials reportedly con-
lead to serious acci- | fegged to receiving
dents, urging drivers to | money in exchange for
smqtlyfollow lane dis- clearing passengers
cipline. . through immigration. He
Motorists have | admitted that over the
been advised to use | course of one week, he

Authorities have
warned that lane vio-

had accepted bribes
from 12 passengers to fa-
cilitate their immigration
process.

FIA Director Gen-
eral Usman Anwar stated
that illegal practices
would not be tolerated
under any circum-
stances. He emphasised
that there is no room for
“black sheep™ within the
department and reaf-
firmed the agency’s com-
mitment to accountabil-
ity and transparency.

Earlier, FIA took dis-
ciplinary action against
five officers on charges
of abuse of power, cor-
ruption, and negligence,
the agency said in a
statement.

Under the supervi-
sion of Director General
FIA, Riffat Mukhtar
Raja, the process of in-
ternal accountability
within the department is
ongoing. An orderly
room was held at FIA
Headquarters in
Islamabad to hear cases
involving violations of
discipline and miscon-
duct.

As a result of de-
partmental proceedings,
punishments  were
awarded to officers
found guilty of corrup-
tion, abuse of authority,
and breach of discipline.

China leads Paklstan S
net FDI inflows at US$
72.6m in Jan 2026

ISLAMABAD (INP):

China remained the
largest source of for-
eign direct investment
(FDI) in Pakistan, con-
tributing net FDI of
USS$ 72.6 million in
January 2026, ac-
counting for 41.9% of
the country’s total net
inflows of US$ 173.3
million during the
month.

This was reported
by Gwadar Pro on Fri-
day quoting State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) data.

In January, Paki-
stan received US$ 98.8
million in inflows from
China, while US$ 26.2
million was recorded
as outflow, bringing
net FDI from China to
US$ 72.6 million.
During the first
seven months from
July to January in FY
2025-26, Pakistan re-
ceived total FDI in-
flows of US$ 2,078.7
million (US$ 2.08 bil-
lion), while outflows
stood at US$ 1,097.4
million (US$ 1.10 bil-
lion), resulting in net
FDI of US$ 981.4 mil-
lion, according to SBP
data.

Chinaremained the
leading investor during
this period, contribut-

fog lights, reduce
speed, and maintain a
safe distance from
vehicles ahead.

Citizens planning
to travel have been in-
structed to prefer day-
time journeys. The
Motorway Police has
defined safe travel
timings

between 10:00am
and 6:00pm, when vis-
ibility is relatively bet-
ter. The police further
advised the public to
avoid unnecessary
travel and contact the
Motorway helpline
130 for guidance or

tance during fog-
relaled disruptions.

media during his visit lu G- 6 Ramzan Bdla[.

ing USS 495.5 million

and accounting for
50.4% of Pakistan’s
total net FDL

Other major con-
tributors included the
United Arab Emirates
with US$ 126.2 million,
Switzerland with US$
124.2 million and the
United Kingdom with
USS$ 64 million.

Sector-wise, wa-
ter supply, sewerage,
waste

management and
remediation activities
attracted the largest
share ofnet FDIat US$
566.9 million during
July-January FY2026.

Financial and in-
surance activities re-
ceived US$ 470.5 mil-
lion, followed by
manufacturing with
US$ 234.5 million and
professional, scientific
and technical activities
with US$ 65.2 million.

However, overall
net FDI declined com-
pared with the same
period

of the previous fis-
cal year. Pakistan re-
corded net FDI of US$
1,483.7 million (US$
1.48 billion) during
July-January FY2024-
25, which is 33.9%
higher than the net in-
flows recorded during
the current fiscal year.

RAWALPINDI
(INP): A special
training workshop for
examination staff in
connection with An-
nual Examinations
2026 was held at Gov-
ernment High school
Islamia No. 4 to en-
sure transparent and
disciplined conduct of

of Examinations of the
board of Intermediate
and Secondary Educa-
tion Rawalpindi and
Director Colleges
Rawalpindi Division
also attended the ses-
sion.

The training
aimed to provide de-
tailed guidance to su-

cr deputy

The workshop
was presided over by
Chief Executive Of-
ficer, District educa-
tion Authority
Rawalpindi, Tariq

d s
QUETTA: A man selling jackets’ from roadside stall. Controller

superintendents and
resident inspectors re-
garding their responsi-
bilities, code of con-
duct and examination
discipline. Officials
d that all ex-

Training workshop held for examination staff

aminations would be
conducted in line with
the Government of
Punjab’s directives,
ensuring 100 percent
transparency, merit
and strict discipline.

A zero-tolerance
policyagainst cheating
was emphasized, with
clear instructions that
no leniency would be
shown and immediate
legal and disciplinary
action would be taken
against any elements
involved in malprac-
tice.

The central mes-

sage of the meeting
was “Fail the cheating
mafia”, with partici-
pants pledging to
implement practical
measures to curb un-
fair means.

Officials said that
monitoring at all ex-
amination centres
would be further
strengthened  and
modern technology,
along with all available
resources, would be
utilized to maintain
public confidence in
the examination sys-
tem.
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Nasirabad Education Group Meeting: Balochistan Govt to Introduce
DC Zulfiqar Ali Kakar Orders Activation of Closed Digital Media Policy as Newspaper
Schools, StrictAction Agalnst Harassment Readership Declines: CM

NASIRABAD:
An important meeting
of the District Educa-
tion Group was held
under the chairman-
ship of Zulfigar Ali
Kakar, Deputy Com-
missioner Nasirabad.

The meeting was
attended by Assistant
Commissioner Dera
Murad Jamali
Bahadur Khan
Khoso, District Edu-
cation Officer Abdul
Hafeez Khoso, Dis- leaves granted to fe-
trict Health Officer 4 male teachers to pre-
Dr. Ayaz Hussain bricfing on ongoing measures to promote missioner directed au- vent misuse or unnec-
Jamali, District Ac- academic activities education. He warned thorities to accelerate  essary leave, ensuring
counts Office repre- across the district, that strict legal action practical measures to that academic activ

nisms be implemented
to ensure teachers’ at-
tendance inall schools.

All Deputy Dis-
trict Education Offic-
ers (DDEOs) were di-
rected to maintain
proper financial

inaccordance with the
financial code.
Additionally, he
ordered the formation
ofa special committee
to scrutinize medical

vi-

-
sentative Amjad availability of teach- would be taken against make closed schools ties are not disrupted. ing it necessary for the employees’ salaries in
Bahrani, UNICEF ers, closed schools, anyone obstructing functional and ensure ~ The Deputy Com- i Minister government to shift its rdance with gov-
representative and other administra- newly  appointed that deserving candi- reaffirmed i Mir focus toward digital ernment-approved

UNICEF, along with tive and educational teachers from per- dates from the respec- that improving access | Sarfraz Bugti has said media platforms for policies, highlighting

teachers’ union repre- challenges. forming their duties. tive Union Councils to quality education | the provincial govern- broader public out- the importance of

sentatives and other Addressing the He particularly em- are appointed strictly remains a top govern- [ ment is preparing a reach. safeguarding  the

relevant officials. participants, Deputy phasized that individu-  on merit to strengthen ment priority, and all | new digital media He emphasized rights of media work-
During the meet- Commissioner als harassing female the education system. departments must ful- pollcy in response to that the proposed ers.

ing, District Education Zulfiqar Ali Kakar teachers would not be He further in- filltheir ibilities | declining read; f policy will align He added that the

Officer Abdul Hafeez  stated that the govern-  given any leniency. structed that effective  with integrityand com- | newspapers in Balochistan’s media new digital media

Khoso gave a detailed ment is taking serious The Deputy Com- monitoring mecha- mitment. Balochistan. sector policy ~ aims  to

Speaking in with modern com-  strengthen information

Jaffarabad Polio Campaign ReVieWed; Quetta, the chief min- munication trends dissemination, im-

ister noted that only a  while ensuring respon-  prove transparency,

DC Khalid Khan Orders Improved Iimedseamentofhe - silejouralim, - and spport i abor
Mlcro-Planmng and 100% Child Trackmg

newspapers published  also directed newspa- media_industry in
in the province, mak- per owners to pay their Balochistan.

JAFFARABAD: An "‘""'

important  review

Rs1.3 Billion District Complex

i -ding the .
ongoing. anti-polio Under Construction
Saftatad district in Usta Muhammad,

was held under the
chairmanship  of
Khalid Khan.

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer Dr.
Abdul Mannan Lakti,

Completion Expected by 2027

USTAMUHAMMAD: tions to maintain con- Office will be shifted to
Executive Engineer struction standards. the new building, while
(Buildings) Muhammad ~ He further explained  work on other sections
Yascen Jamali provided  that upon completion, ~of the complex will con-
adetailed briefingon the  the District Complex will  tinue.

2183 ;. under-construction Dis- house various district He noted that the
EsM F-“f“l Iq‘?;’ﬁ trict Complex Usta offices under one roof.  project aligns with the
oso, along wi Muhammad, being built  This will not only vision of Mir Sarfraz

other health depart-
ment officials, polio
program staff, repre-

at an estimated cost of facilitate smoother gov- Bugti to promote better
over Rsl.3 billion (ap- ernment operations but governance and im-
proximatelyRs1,300mil- also provide conve- proved public service
P

sentatives of relevant ion). nience to the public, deliveryacross the prov-
departments, and field strategy and con- be addressed in up- He directed offi- eliminating them will _He stated that the eliminating the need to  ince. .
teams. During the ducted door-to-door coming campaigns to cials to further guarantee the success | project is a major and visit multiple depart- The provincial gov-
meeting, a detailed re-  visits to administer po- ensure that no child is strengthen micro- of future drives. significant development - ments for resolving their - ernment is taking special
view of the previous lio drops to children, left unvaccinated. planning for field The meeting also | initiative, “C‘I‘L‘ comple- ‘ss“c_lf}'] ST ‘"‘C"l‘:s‘ "éi""ﬁ""g l‘hc
polio campaign was resulting in satisfac- Addressing the teams, pay special at- decided that aware- tion ?pccw 0y 2027. e Executive Engi- ~ timely and high-quality
mpal ; spec - ‘onstruction work neer added that con- completion of this impor-
conducted, and re- tory coverage rates.  participants, Deputy tention to high-risk ar- ness campaigns would | ;¢ progressing at a fast struction work on the tant project.

ports received from However, the Commissioner Khalid eas, and ensure 100% be intensified prior to pace, and activities are Deputy Commissioner’s In conclusion, he
various Union Coun- meeting also empha- Khan stated that the tracking ofmissedchil- the next polio drive, | being regularly moni- block has been aceeler. thanked Muhamimad
cils were presented. sized that minor short- government is taking dren. He added that and community en- | tored to ensure that no ated. Itis expected to be - Ramzan Palal for his co-
The briefing high- comings and adminis- serious measures to while the success of at the local is made on bytheend of operation and guidance
lighted that the recent trative weaknesses eradicate polio and the previous campaign level ~would  be | quality. March or the first week and reaffirmed his com-
campaign was overall were identified in cer- that all relevant de- was the result of strengthened to help Concerned officers  of April, . mitment to completing
successful across the tain areas. partments must work strong teamwork, achieve the national | and technical staff are after which the the project within the
district. Teams It was stressed inclosecoordinationto even minor gaps can-  goal of complete polio | conductingdaily inspec-  Deputy Commissioner’s _stipulated

adopted an improved that these issues must achieve this objective. not be overlooked, as eradication. Khuzdar Price Control
Nasirabad Health Committee Meeting: DC Committee Finalizes Ramadan

Zulfiqar Ali Kakar Orders Strict Monitoring of Price List, Zero Tolerance for
Hospitals, Labs and Staff Attendance Hoarding and Overpricing

KHUZDAR : Onthedi- prices in Khuzdarand its Ramadan price list was

NASIRABAD : A el rectives of Deputy Com-  surrounding areas finalized unanimously.

meeting of the District missioner Abdul Razaq reviewed in detail. The Addressing partici-
Health Committee Sasoli, a keymeeting of Assistant Commis- pants, Assistant Com-
was held under the - the Price Control Com- sioner clarified that missioner Hafeezullah
chairmanship of 4 § = > ’ mittee was held under while setting prices in Kakar stated that
Zulfiqar Ali Kakar. - il » the chairmanship of As-  Khuzdar, the market situ-  Ramadan is a blessed

sistant Commissioner
Hafeezullah Kakar to re-
view and regulate prices
of essential commodities

The meeting was ation in neighboring dis- - month and will not be al-
attended by District
Health Officer Dr.

Ayaz Hussain Jamali, . ahead of the holy month

Medical Superinten- F " of Ramadan. The meet-

dent Civil Hospital Dr. ing was attended by FE It e Towed to b

e ospita D ] I o Aot O rics was alsotakeninto lowed (o_become a

account to protect the source of profiteering.
interests of both traders  He directed all traders to
and consumers. After strictlyadhere to the of-
consultation, the ﬁciallynoliﬁcdpricclist.

trict Accounts Office = Tajiran Khuzdar Hafiz
representative Amjad Hameedullah, Chairman

! e of Shehri Action Com-
Bahrani, Ppgﬁa]gg;\g - mittee Bashir Ahmed

Tariq h
Katohar, Drug Inspec- Jatak, Livestock Depart ) TENDER NOTICE

) B presentative Dr.
tor Dr. Ejaz Ah,‘ and i - Sikandar, Statistics Of- Nc Al Procurements of (508 Whethar Tarcugs Ehmam:
PS to Deputy Com- ¢ - ficer Nazeer Ahmed, and | or Narust Eid Susméssion, It is Wandatory For All Biddeey o
missioner Manzoor [ 3 representatives of vari- Pubic Preceremant Bysiem of
Shirazi, along with | ous trader organiza- 4 Kt
other relevant offi- tions. During the ses-

cials. sion, prevailing market
During the meet- structed to refrain concerned authorities a)’
ing, adetailed briefing from conducting any must be informed in N

was given on writing so that imme-
healthcare services administrationhaspro- diate action can be
being provided across  hibited. taken and patients do
the district, existing He warned that not return disap-
challenges, perfor- negligence in this re- pointed.
mance of health cen- gard would not be tol- He added that the
ters, and actions taken erated. The Deputy district administration
against absent doctors Commissioner further would conduct regular
and staff. instructed all doctors surprise visits to all
Addressing the to ensure their pr health units to assess
pamclpams Deputy ence at their desig- ground realities and
ommissioner nated postings so that initiate strict depart-
Zulfigar Ali Kakar patients traveling from mental action against
stated that providing remote areas do not absentee staff.
quality and timely face inconvenience. The Deputy Com-
healthcare services to He also directed missioner emphasized
the public is the fun- thatuninterrupted sup- that public health and
damental responsibility ply of medicines be access to  basic
of doctors and para- ensured at Civil Hos- healthcare facilities

HA
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mder the Bak
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medical staff. pital and all other remain the nza:.u Adaraas: Houss 214, Depusle NightStar Complay
He directed that health centers. government’s top pri- -
all laboratories in the In case of any ority, and all depart- e Cuyon sy
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city be properly moni-  shortage of medicines ments must perform
tored and strictly in- or essential facilities, their duties with hon-
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Food exports hit steep dechne as imports surge

NEWS DESK:
Pakis-tan’s food im-
port bill sur-ged to
$5.502 billion during
the first seven months
of the current fiscal
year, marking a 19.27
per cent increase from
$4.613bn inthe corre-
sponding period last
year, largely driven by
higher arrivals of sugar
and edible oil.

In contrast, ex-
ports of raw food
items plunged 35.21pc
to  $2.988bn in
TMFY26, compared
with $4.613bn a year
ago.

Export volumes
declined across nearly
all major food catego-
ries, except meat. The
steepest decline was
recorded in rice ex-
ports, including both
basmati and non-
basmati varieties.

The increase in
food imports under-
scores the country’s
growing dependence
on foreign supplies

amid persistent do- oil and tea to meet lo- counted for the largest

mestic production and  cal demand. share among imported
supply constraints. According to data food items, followed
The surge was largely released by the Paki- by pulses, tea,
fuelled by higher pur- stan Bureau of Statis- soyabean oil, and
chases of sugar, edible tics, palm oil ac- sugar.

Pakistan imported
308,741 tonnes of
sugar during the July-
January period, repre-
senting an unprec-
edented year-on-year

increase of
13,494.93pc, up from
2,271 tonnes in the
same period last year.

In terms of value,
sugar imports rose

sharplyto$174.614m,

up from $2.181m in
TMFY25, a surge of
7,906.15pc
accor-ding to official
trade data.

The dramatic rise
comes in response to
the government’s de-
cision to allow sugar
imports in a bid to ad-
dress domestic short-

ages and stabilise mar-
ket prices.

Retail sugar
prices have been fluc-
tuating between
Rs160 and Rs190 per
kg in various cities,
prompting authorities
to step in and ease
supply constraints
through imports.

The value of palm
oil imports surged
24.69pc t0$2.350bn in
TMFY26, up from
$1.885bn a year ago.
In terms of quantity,
im-port of palm oil
rose 15.63pc to
2.182m tonnes from
1.887m tonnes in the
corresponding period
last year.

This growth indi-
cates higher con-
sumption of edible oil
and ghee in Pakistan.

However, the ar-
rival of pulses fell
21.89pc to $492.095m
from $630.019m in
TMFY?25. Similarly,
soyabean oil imports
plunged 42.27pc to
$94.991m from
$164.550m.

The import bill for
all other food items
rose  34.37pc to
$1.672bn.

PSX stages sharp rebound as
KSE-100 gains 999 points

NEWS DESK: The sharp drop of 6,683 added 584 points to the
Pakistan Stock Ex- points on Thursday index. Conversely,
change (PSX) staged a triggered by geopoliti- MCB, TRG, PSEL,
strong recovery on Fri- cal tensions between BAFL, and FATIMA
day, with the KSE-100  the United States and faced selling pressure,
Index closing at Iran. Concerns over trimming 243 pmms
173,170, up 999 points ~ rising international oil ~from the overall gains.
(+0.58%) after hitting pnces and uncertainty Trading activity
an intraday low of in global markets also remained relatively
169,593. The bench- weighed on investor stable, with total vol-
mark touched a high of sentiment earlier in the umes of 533.6 million
174,148, reflecting week. On the corporate shares and turnover of
heightened volatility front, Indus Motor Rs23.7 billion. K-Elec-
throughout the session. Company (INDU) re- tric (KEL) led the vol-

"PSX exhibited ported strong results, umes chart with 73.1
consolidation around postinga 23% year-on- million shares traded.
the 172,000 level, with year increase in Analysts observed
wide intraday swings 2QFY26 profitaftertax that the 170,000 level
ofapproximately 4,500 of Rs5.98 billion (EPS acted as a strong sup-
points," said Ali Najib, 76.11) and declaring a port during the session,
Deputy Head of Trad- quarterly dividend of preventing further de-
ing at Arif Habib Ltd. Rs46 per share. Cumu- clines. With markets
"Investors were seen latively, IHFY26 earn- still sensitive to global
responding cautiously ings rose 28% YoY to  developments and local
after  consecutive Rsl12.7 billion (EPS corporate earnings, the
weeks of losses, but 161.60), marking the KSE-100 is expected
corporate earnings highest half-year profit to remain range-bound
helped stabilise senti- since 2014. Other ma- between 170,000 and
ment." The rebound jor contributors in- 180,000, with 170,000
came after four con- cluded OGDC, MLCF, as key support and
secutive weeks of de- PPL, SYS, and FFC, 180,000 as immediate
clines, including a which collectively resistance.

Policy efforts taken by Pakistan under EFF helped

NEWS DESK: Policy
efforts undertaken by
Pakistan under the Inter-
national Monetar
Fund’s (IMF) Extended
Fund Facility (EFF)
“helped stabilise the
economy and rebuild
confidence,” the lending
agency’s spokesperson
said on Thursday.

MF Communica-
tions Director Julie
Kozack made the state-
ment during a weekly
press briefing.

In response to a
question regarding
Pakistan’s progress in
meeting terms set by the
Fund, Kozack said,
“Pakistan’s policy ef-
forts under the EFF have
helped stabilise the
economy and rebuild
confidence.”

She further said
that fiscal performance
had been “strong”.
Kozack said that Paki-
stan currently had a pri-
mary fiscal surplus of 1.3
per cent of the gross
domestic  product
(GDP), which was “in

line with programme tar-
gets”. “Headline infla-
tion has been relatively
contained. And Pakistan
posted its first current
account surplus in 14
years in FY25,” Kozack
added.

She also said that
an IMF staff team was
expected to visit Paki-
stan starting February 25
for discussions onthe
third review under the
EFF and the second re-
view under the Resil-
ience and Sustainability

Facility (RSF).
Kozack also high-
lighted the IMF’s recent
Governance and Corrup-
tion Diagnostic report,
which she said “
cludes proposals or ro-
forms, including simpli-
fying tax policy design,
levelling the playing
field for public procure-
ment, and improving the
asset declaration trans-
parency”.
Itis worth mention-
ing that an IMF mission
led by Iva Petrova is due

to visit Pakistan later
this month to review the
implementation of the $7
billion EFF and the
$1.1bn RSF facilitics.
During the almost
two-week visit ending
March 11, the engage-
ments would be of
greater significance as
both sides would also
discuss budget propos-
als based on perfor-
mance this year and set
broad contours of the
upcoming budget (for
the fiscal year 2026-27),

‘stabilise economy, rebuild confidence’: IMF

particularly those relat-
ing to provincial fi-
nances.

The programme’s
performance as of end-
Dece-mber 2025 — the
period for review — has
mostly been up to the
mark, alb-cit witha rev-
enue shortfall, which au-
thorities bel-i-eve could
be reduced following a
recent super tax ruling
by the Federal
Cons-t-ituti-onal Court
that went in the
government’s favour.

Upon the success-
ful completion of the re-
view, Pakistan will be eli-
gible for the disburse-
ment of about $1bn (760
million Special Drawing
Rights) under the EFF
and another $200m un-
der the RSF by the end
of April.

The EFF is a longer-
term 1 loan
programme designed to
help countries address
deep-seated economic
weaknesses and me-
dium-term balance-of-
payments problems.

Govt to honour net-metering requests filed
before Feb 8 under old rules

NEWS DESK: To sal-
vage government cred-
ibility, Power Minister
Awais Leghari on Thurs-
day decided to honour
all applicants of net-me-
tering solar connections
till the change of regula-
tions on Feb 8 an

cos), including K-Elec-
tric, for its implementa-
tion.

At a meeting of the
Power Division’s at-
tached entities, the min-
ister was informed that
5,165 consumers had
applied for net-metered
connections by the cut- ¥
off date of Feb 8 — the  tion companies, includ- zens will be free to make
day the National Electric ing K-Electric. The-se fresh investments.
Power Regulatory Au- applications will collec- The sources said all
thority (Nepra) notified tively add 250.822MW  the Discos and K-Elec-
the Prosumers Regula- of capacity to the na- tric were required during
tions 2026, replacing the  tional grid” an official the meeting to re-verify
net-metering framework  statement said. their prosumer applica-
with net billing and nega- Sources said some tions received before
tively affecting rooftop of the minister’s close Feb 8 and sign respec-
solar economics for aidesopposed the move, tive documents to avoid
houscholds and indus- arguing it would add to any exclusions or inclu-

. the roughly 6,900MW ~sions on political, finan-

All these applica- already installed under cial or other influences.
tions entailed a net-me- net-metering and could “The decision by
tering capacity addition ~ encourage litigation by the federal power minis-
of about 250.8 mega- futurc applicants against ter has removed uncer-
watts. the new tainties the

“All net metering However, the minis- pending applications,”
applications received by ter contended that net ~the Power Division said,
Feb 8 be processed un-  capacity addition in this  adding that the minister
der the previous regula- category was only directed that transpar-
tions and facilitated by 250MW, but even if it ency be maintained in
all electricity distribu- was 1,500MW equiva- the processing of all re-
tion companies, includ- lent of applications, the ~quests. Consumers have
ing K-Electric, under the  government was legally  also been advised to reg-
net metering frame- and morally bound to ister any complaints on
work,” the power minis- honour its own regula- the issue by calling the
ter said. tions and commitments. helplineat 118.

He also issued in- He was of the view Earlier, Nepra pub-
structions for immediate  that, within alegal frame-  lished draft regulations
implementation to all work, these applicants ~for public comments on
power distribution com- had accrued rights Dec 12, 2025, which
panies. “As of Feb 8,2 which could not be de- prompted the power
total of 5,165 applica- nied. However, once the ies to stop enter-

tions in place since 2015.
The proposal attracted
public backlash over
both the proposed
changes and the retro-
spective curtailment of
benefits

Following wide-
spread criticism, includ-
ing from parliamentary
bodies, the prime minis-
ter intervened and re-
stored contractual ben-
efits for existing licens-
ees. How-ever, criticism
persisted over the treat-
ment of applications
submitted during the
period between the
draft’s issuance and the
formal notification of the
new regulations, which
took effect from Feb

During public hear-
ings at Nepra, several
interveners had also reg-
istered their complaints
that, despite the regula-
tor seeking only feed-
back, distribution com-
panies had already
stopped accepting new
solar applications and
online

tions had been submit- new regulations are no- taining applications un-
ted across all distribu- tified and in place, citi- der the previous regula-

registrations through
various means.

One month on, Gul Plaza awaits relief

NEWS DESK: One
month after the inferno
that ravaged Gul Plaza,
the smoke has faded but
uncertainty lingers. For
shopkeepers, the anni-
versaryis marked not by
ceremonies or celebra-
tions, but by the harsh
caleulations of rent due,
pending school fees,
suppliers waiting — and
still, for most, no finan-
cial assistance has ar-
ived.

| rived.

In the immediate af-
termath, promises were
‘made; shop owners were
told compensation as-
sessments were under
way and that relief
would follow.

igure  of
Rs500,000 was men-
tioned as instant sup-
port. For many, even
that modest amount felt
like a lifeline. Four weeks
later, affectees say they
have received nothing;

Khubaib, who once
ran Woodachi Interior at
Gul Plaza, now stands in-
side a much smaller out-
let at Gul Tijara Mall.
Where his previous
shop displayed dining
tables,

E and
centrepieces, he now ar-
ranges wall frames and
decorative items in a
compressed space.

"We're just manag-
ing," he said. "We were
told relief would come.
‘We're still waiting."

In the days after the
tragedy, he tried to con-
vert grief into momen-
tum. He filmed videos,
posted them online and
responded to messages
late into the night. There
was sympathy and there
were inquiries, but only
ahandful of orders.

"The emotional re-
sponse was there,” he

said. "But business
doesn't run on emo-
tion."

For Anas Sameen,
who previously oper-
ated three shops in the
basement selling purses
and bags, the past
month has felt constrict-
ing. He now works from
aborrowed corner in his
brother's office at Cen-
tral Plaza. His storefront
exists on Instagram,
TikTok, WhatsApp and
Facebook. Digital win-
dows have replaced
physical shelves. Yet the
absence of a proper shop
weighs heavx]y

"We a
suitable place " he sald
"And even if we do, we
don't have the advance
rent. Starting again

.
needs money."
Without steady in-
come or compensation,
rebuilding inventory is a
gamble. Every purchase
carries risk. Every sale
feels tempor

Before the mfemo
shops at Gul Plaza main-
tained steady stocks.
Vendors made advance
payments to suppliers to
ensure timely deliveries.
The blaze déstroyed not
only merchandise but

also investments and
planning.

Bilal, whose artifi-
cial flower and decora-
tion shop was his
family's only source of
income, estimates his
loss at around RsS5 mil-
lion. The shop was
owned, not rented, built
over years of saving and
reinvestment. Losi g it
meant losing stability.

"So far, no one has
provided us with any fi-
nancial support,” he
said. "Still, we are trying
by our own."

The phrase "still we
are trying” echoes
across conversations. It
is spoken quietly, as if

ilience has become a
tired routine.
n the administra-

tive side, oﬁic)alssaylhe
process continues and
they are working hard to
ensure fairness and veri-
fication.

When contacted,
Karachi Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(KCCI) President Rehan

Hanif outlined the com-
pensation process. Fi-
nancial assistance, he
said, is being routed
from the Sindh govern-
ment through KCCI to

affectees.
"This is not a delay
the work has been done
very rapidly. There were
ovér two thousand a

dividually," he said.

If someone claimed
Rs12 million for burnt
goods, he said, the team
assessed the size of the
shop, the items involved
and supporting docu-
ments, including import
papers. Bank statements
were also reviewed to
gauge business volume.

If a claim of Rs12
million was assessed at
Rs8.5 million, it was dis-
cussed and finalised.
After signatures, data
was entered into the
system. "We processed

two thousand such ap-
plications in just a few
days." he said.

"Our teams have
been working from round
the clock. Even on Feb-
ruary 17, people stayed
until 10:30pm."

On the timeframe, he
said payments would
not be equal for every-
one. "Some are set for
Rs2.5 million, others for
Rs30 million, depending
on the individual case."
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FIFA, Board of Peace to support Gaza
reconstruction through football

NEWS DESK:FIFA § " - for soccer-related
and the Board of : i . projects in Gaza.

Peace signed a part- "Today, FIFA and
nership agreement on the Board of Peace
Thursday to attract in- have signed a land-
vestment from global mark partnership
leaders and institu- agreement that will
tions for sustainable foster investment into
development in con- football for the pur-
flict-affected regions pose of helping the re-
through football. covery process in post
The Board of conflict areas," FIFA
Peace, established un- President  Gianni
der the United States Infantino said in a
President Donald statement.
Trump, held its first "Together with the
meeting focused on support of the Board
Gaza's reconstruction of Peace, FIFA will
fund, aimed at rebuild- drive this partnership
ing the territory once which s built to deliver
Hamas disarms. impact at every
The disarmament stage."
of Hamas militants The programme
and accompanying will also emphasise job
withdrawal of Isracli creation, youth partici-
troops, the size of the pation, organised
reconstruction fund leagues for boys and
and the flow of hu- girls, community en-
manitarian aid to the gagement and the
war-torn population to the board's effec- The FIFA collabo-  pitches near schools five  full-size the-art FIFA academy said stimulation of local
are expected to pose tiveness in the coming ration plan includes andresidential areas in  pitches across multiple - and anew 20,000-seat d FIFA  commercial activities,
significant challenges months. building 50 mini- Gaza, districts, a state-of- national stadium, FIFA w1ll raN. $75 million FIFA said.

Ning claims China’s first speed Hockey turmoil deepens after PHF
skating gold at Wmter Olympics chief steps down

NEWS DESK: China’s [ accommodation ar-  over a year.Speaking af- “Hockey, being the
Ning Zhong-yan claimed rangements could notbe ter his appointment, Mr national game, is close
gold in the men’s 1,500 secured on time, forcing Wani said the gover- to our hearts and we will
meters speed skating at players tospend several nance mechanism of the ~ take every possible step
the Milano Cortina Win- hours on the road. PHF would be im- to bnng positive
ter Olympics on Thurs- The team’s overall proved. “In the next six change.” he said.
day, setting an Olympic performance in the Pro weeks, we will prepare a National captain
record and delivering his League alsocame under business plan for the ‘banned’Earlier on
country’s first speed criticism. In addition, PHF and take steps to Thursday, before the
skating medal of the PHF clections had been run this federation on prime minister’s deci-
Gaes. facing delays. professional grounds,” sion, Mr Bugti an-
Ning clocked Mr Bugti had been he said. nounced his resigna-
1:41.98 to edge out appointed by interim He added that IPC  tion, but not before im-
American Jordan Stolz, prime minister Anwaarul  would form a working posing a two-year ban
who took silver, and Haq Kakar to hold elec- group with all sports on national captain
Dutchman Kjeld Nuis, tions but did not com- boards and education Ammad Shakeel Butt,
who secured bronze. plete the process during bodies to focus on citing findings ofa com-

NEWS DESK: Amid a
deepening cri
stan hockey, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday accepted the
resignation of Pakistan
Hockey Federation
(PHF) President Tnnq
Hussain Bugti and ap-
pointed Ministry of In-
ter-Provincial Coordis
tion (IPC) Federal Secre-
tary  Mohiy-uddin
Ahmed Wani as ad-hoc
president of the federa-
tion.

The premier also ac-

The result denied = cepted the resignations his tenure. grassroots development  mittee regarding alleged
Stolz a third gold after of PHF Secretary Rana Similarly, inhisten- and that international misconduct.
his earlier victories in the - Mujahid and Treasurer , Mr Bugti-led PHF trainers and coaches “I received a mes-
500mand 1,000m. Finland duel. 17 inregulation, showed ~ Emily Harrop of Fra-nce, | Shahid Pervaiz was accused of inaction would also be engaged. ~sage (froma certain quar-
In Nordic com- “It was a dream to resilience in overtime.  who settled for silver. | Bhandara. Their replace- over alleged corruption, “There is no short- ter) and I am resigning
bined, Norway’s win an individual gold In the debut of ski Ana Alonso Rodriguez | ments had not been an- pointed out by the Au- age of resources, but the ~ from the post as it is not

Andreas Skoglund and and also the team gold. mountaineering earned Spa-in’s first| nounced until late ditor General of Paki- PHF is facing financial a big issue. Had the

Jens Luraas Oftebrowon  But to take three golds, (SkiMo), Spain’s Oriol medal of the Games with [ Thursday night. stan. There are more management issues. prime minister asked me

the team sprint gold in that’s way more than I Cardona Coll won the bronze in the women’s The developments than 100 audit paras re- We will work on six months earlier, I

chaotic  conditions could ever dream of,” men’s sprint gold, end- event. came amid controversy lated tothe PHF, and the ~ this,” he said, adding would ha\'e left,” Mr

marked by heavy snow Oftebro said.Switzerland ing a 54-year wait for a The sprint format | over the national team’s  Federal Investigation that he would ensure

and multiple crashes. captured bro-nze in Spanish Winter Olym- featured intense head- | tour of Australia for the  Agency (FIA) has been free, fair and transparent s
Theyedged Finland women’s ice hockey pics gold since Fran- to-head battles FIH Pro League, where ~probing the matter for X Field Marshal Asim

byaski’slengthinadra- witha2-1 overtime win cisco Fernandez climb with — Munir to constitute an

matic finish, with Austria  over ~ Sweden  at Ochoa’s alpine victory bootpack up stairs independent committee

claimingbronze. Oftebro ~ Santagiulia Arena. in1972. rying skis, transitions, to probe the entire epi-

completed a remarkable Alina Muller scored He dominated the and a slalom descent. sode.

hat-trick of golds at the winner with 50 sec- final in a snowstorm, Transitions proved deci- He said he was

these Games. onds leftin the extra ses- beating neutral athlete —sive, with Harrop losing ready to face any pun-
Germany’s Vinzenz sion, echoing her game- Nikita Filippov (compet-  time on ski changes. ishment if found respon-

Geiger crashed late, tak- - winning goal against ing without flag or an- “The feeling is sible.

ing Japan’s Ryota Sweden for bronze in them due to sanctions) amazing. I've been However, shortly

Yamamoto down and 2014. and France’s Thibault dreamingabout winning after Mr Bugti’s resigna-

ending both teams’ Mira Jungaker put Anselmet. the race a lot of times tion, Pakistan Cricket

Board (PCB) chairman
Mohsin Nagvi met the
hockey players, includ-
ing Ammad Butt and
Hanan Shahid.

In a mes: onX,
Mr Nagqyi said: Samnot
becoming Hockey Fed-
eration President but we

medal hopes. Sweden ahead in_the Switzerland’s and finally the dream
Austria’s Stefan second period, but Sinja Marianne Fal-l-on took has come true,” Cardona

Retten-e-gger also fell Leemann equalised for the women’s sprint Coll said.

near the end, opening Switzerland shortlyafter. ~ go-1d, upsetting four- “It means a lot for

the door for the Norway- The Swiss, outshot 31- time world champion us as a country.”

Bodo/Glimt stun Inter Milan,
Gordon hits four in Newcastle | [t
Champions League romp Zimbabwe surprlse as T20 World Cup

Crmpons Lomers|  Super Eights begin without Australia

ally ‘;Z;‘jr‘i%qs"]‘glyyngg NEWS DESK: Pakistan  Australia but also co-  Australia coach 130,000-capacity
Mbappe on 13 and New Zealand will ~hosts Sri Lanka. Andrew McDonald ad- Narendra Modi stadiurn
SCHICK DOUBLE, | ¢lash in Colombo on An injury-depleted mitted his players were on Sunday.
ATLETICO HELD * | Saturday as the second Australia endured a cha- “devastated” but any Both teams came
“Super Eights” phase of ~otic campaign and failed  inquest into the failure through the first round
the T20 World Cupkicks to make the second would onlybegin “when phase with four wins
offwithout former cham-  phase of the T20 World  we exit the shores here”. ~ from four.
pions Australia, who Cup for the first time India, the world India is on a 12-
shockingly failed to  since2009. number one-ranked T20  match unbeaten run at
Malick Thiaw headed jn | make it out of their Australia’s acerbic  side, are hot favourite to the T20 World Cup,
for 2-0 after just eight | &roUP- media did not hold back ~ retain their crown on stretching back to their
minutes. Instead, surprise in their criticism, cmng home soil. defeat in the semi-final

Former Everton| Packages Zimbabwe, selection © ;luff-ups However, in the against eventual win-
winger Gordon then | Who did_not even and “shambolic” prepa- second round, they face - ners England in 2022.
converted a penalty | qualify in 2024, topped  rations, including a 3-0 a tough remaich of the No team has won
awarded for a handball | Group B afterastunning  pre-tournament series 2024 final againstan in-  back-to-back T20 World
| > . 5 just after the half-hour unbeaten campaign loss in Pakistan, for the form South Africa in Cups or lifted the trophy
NEWS DESK: Norway’s  ter some impressive re-  Kasper Hogh's brilliant ‘mark, and pounced on | Where they notonly beat _embarrassment. Ahmedabad at a packed - on home soil, and India
Bodo/Glimt stunned In- sults during the league lay-off set up Jens Petter poor defending a minute > has the hopes of hun-
ter Milan in the Champi- phase, includingwins at Hauge to score, and later to complete his first dreds of millions of
ons League on Wednes- home to Manchester Hogh found the net him-  professional hat-trick. cricket-obsessed fans
day, beating last City and away to selfthree minutes later. He then added a on their shoulders.
season’s runners-up 3-1  Atlético in their last two The resultleaves In-  penalty for his fourth But India has not
in the first leg of their games. ter, who lost 5-0 to PSG  and his team’s fifth in been consistent and has
knockout phase play-off ~  The club fromnorth in last season’s Champi- ~ first-half stoppage time, a problem at the top of
tie after Anthony Gor- of the Arctic Circle were  ons League final, facing with Jacob Murphy get- the order with their num-
don scored four as therefore not afraid of a big challenge to over- ting the visitors’ sixth in ber one-ranked batter,
Newcastle United ham-  the current Serie Alead-  turn their two-goal defi- the second half after Abhishek Sharma, re-
mered Qarabag 6-1 in ers and went in fronton ~cit in next Tuesday’s re- Elvin Jafarguliyev had cording three consecu-
Azerbaijan. 20 minutes through turnlegat San Siro. pulled one back. tive ducks.

Elsewhere Atletico Sondre Brunstad Fet. The winners of the Next week’s return Their batting has
Madrid were held by Francesco  Pio tie will play either atStJames’ Park should looked shaky and India
Club Brugge in a thrill-  Esposito equalised on Manchester City or now be amere formality, were 77-6 against the
ing3-3 draw, while Bayer ~ the half-hour mark for Sporting of Portugal in  withalast-16 tie to come United States before
Leverkusen took a big three-time European thelast I6next month. against Barcelona or coming through to win.
step towards reaching champions Inter, the Newcastle made Chelsea. Iso in Super
the last 16 by beating goal standing after a short work of Qarabag “It’s a tribute to the Eights Group 1 are Zim-
Olympiacos 2-0 awayin VAR check despite an on their long trip to team today. We were re- babwe and the West

apparent handball in the  Baku, with the outstand- ally good in the first half. Indies, who meet in

Bodo/Glimt, Norwe- ~ build-up. ing Gordon netting two That’s as good as we Mumbai on Monday,
gian champions in four However, Bodo/  penalties among his four ~have played in a long with all that group’s
of the last six years, Glimtwentbackin front goalson the night —he time,” Newcastle boss games being hosted in
made it to this stage af- just afier the hour when now has 10 goals in nine ~ Eddie Howe said. India.

Gordon’s clinical
finish gave Newcastle a
third-minute lead at the
Tofiq Bahramov Repub-
lican Stadium, and
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Paklstan S patlence with
Afghanistan wearing thin

NEWS DESK:The For- Various UN assess- Terrorists_belong-

eign Office on Thursday ments have indicated ing to the TTP at-
said Pakistan reserves that the TTP has ben- tempted to breach the
the right to target terror-  efited from Taliban toler- - Malangi check post and

ance and even active
support, including ac-
cess to safe houses such
as guesthouses in Kabul
for senior leaders, move-
ment passes, weapon
permits and logistical
assistance.

According to the
assessments, these ar-
rangements have per-
sisted despite internal
Taliban debates in which

ist sanctuaries in Af-
ghanistan to protect the
lives of civilians and law
enforcement personnel
amid a spike in cross-
border tensions follow-
ing a deadly attack in
Bajaur.

“Pakistan very le-
gitimately demands that
‘Afghan territory should
not be used for terrorism
inside Pakistan. So, as

rammed an explosives-
laden vehicle into its
perimeter wall after an
exchange of fire.

Eleven Pakistani
soldiers were martyred.
A young girl also died
and seven others, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, were injured when
a nearby residential
building was damaged in
the blast.

Two more suspects included in PTI's
foreign funding case

NEWS DESK:The Fed-
eral  Investigation
Agency (FIA) on Friday
decided to revise the
charge sheet in the for-
eign funding case
against PTI founder
Imran Khan and others
after two new suspects.
were added to the probe.

T Islamabad
Banking Court on Friday
heard the case, sum-
moning two new indi-
viduals: PTI Chief Fi-
nance Officer Siraj
Ahmed and private bank
employee Faisal Qazi for
questioning.

Judge  Abdul
Ghafoor Kakar presided
over the hearing, with
Special Prosecutor
Wasiq Malik represent-
ing the prosecution.

“The partial charge
sheet has already been
submitted,” Malik told
the court.

“With the inclusion
of two new suspects, we
will submit a complete
charge sheet instead of
a supplementary one.”

Judge Kakar asked
how much time would be
needed to complete the
charge sheet. Malik said,
“If the court grants 10 to
15 days, we will submit
the full charge sheet.”

The court directed

lion from Wootton
Cricket Limited, oper-
ated by businessman
Arif Naqvi, and de-
scribed the party as a
“willing recipient” of the
prohibited funds.

The commission
added that PTI also re-
ceived donations from
Bristol Engineering Ser-
vices (UAE), E-Planet

that the full charge sheet
against Imran Khan and
others be submitted by
March 5.

Interim bail for Siraj
Ahmed and Faisal Qazi
was granted until that

ate.

In August 2022, the
Election Commi; mn of
Pakistan (ECP) issued its
verdict in the prohibited
funding case, formerly
known as the forcign
funding case, stating
that PTI had received
prohibited funding.

The ECP noted that
PTI“knowinglyand will-
fully” received $2.12 mil-

The next hearing in
the PTI foreign funding
case is scheduled for
March 5.

Trustees (Cayman I
lands), SS Marketing
Manchester (UK), PTI
USA LLC-6160, and PTI
USA LLC-5975, which
violated Pakistani laws

PTI, however, main-
tains that the funds were
donations from Paki-
stanis living abroad and
did not constitute illegal

inding.

some factions viewed
the TTP as a liability be-
cause of strained ties
with Pakistan.

Conservative esti-
mates place the number
of TTP fighters in Af-
ghanistan at around
6,000, with recruitment
from Afghan Taliban
ranks and operational
enhancements. More
than 3,500 terrorist at-
tacks were attributed to
the TTP last year, ac-
cording to Pakistani se-
curity officials.

Mr Andrabi said it
was a “fact that there is
no positive response
from Afghanistan.”

Tensions between
Pakistan and Afghani-
stan heightened affer the
Feb 16 vehicle-borne
suicide attack on a joint
;ecunly forces post in

Bajaur district near the
Afghan border.

long as this demand is
not met, whilst exercis-
ing patience, all options
would obviously remain
on the table,” FO
spokesperson Tahir
Andrabi said at the
weekly media briefing.

There has been a
resurgence in terrorism
in Pakistan since the Af-
ghan Taliban returned to
power in Kabul in 2021.
Islamabad has repeat-
edly urged the Taliban
administration to dis-
mantle terrorist sanctu-
aries on Afghan soil,
particularly those linked
to the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP). Officials
say those appeals have
gone unheeded.

Attacks in Pakistan
that were planned and
directed from Afghani-
stan led to border
clashes between the two
sides last year.

CM reviews governance
road map progress

g said
the suicide bomber, iden-
tified as Amad, alias Qari
Abdullah or Abu Zar,
was amember of the Af-
ghan Taliban’s special
forces from Balkh prov-
ince. The TTP claimed
responsibility for the
assault.

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif warned
that Pakistan would not
hesitate to conduct
strikes inside Afghani-
stan if attacks continued
from across the border,
saying military options
remained viable.

The Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
also described the as-
sault as a “cowardly” act
by the “Indian proxy”

Mr Andrabi said
those statements were
“fully endorsed and
comprehensible”.

‘ment hospitals be com-
pleted by March 5.

He also ordered im-
mediate steps to intro-
duce mammography ser-
vices at DHQs in south-
ern districts and regional
DHQs in other areas.

CM Afridi priori-
tized the repair and reac-
tivation of
tional tube wells across
the province on an ur-
gent basis to quickly re-
solve public hardships
related to water supply.

In education, he
stressed raising teacher
attendance in govern-
ment schools from the
current 90 per cent to 100
per cent, directing au-
thorities to establish an
effective monitoring
system for this purpose.

Reviewing law and
order and infrastructure
matters, the Chief Min-
ister instructed to accel-
erate construction work
on the Karamar and
Hangu-Sarozai roads.
He also or-dered

h security
for anti-polio teams to
en-sure the campaign
proceeds without inter-

~
NEWS DESK:Khybe
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Mi
ister Muhammad Sohail
Afridi presided over a
high-level meeting to re-
view service delivery
progress across provin-
cial de-partments under
the Good Governance
Roadmap.
The session fo-
cused on completed tar-
gets, ongoing initi-
atives, and accelerated
implementation to align
public services with ci
zens' expectations.
ring the meeting,
relevant officials pro-
vided detailed briefings
on advancements
achieved so far.
Addressing the par-
ticipants, CM Afridi em-
phasized that enhancing
service delivery to pre- and final con-tours be
cisely match public completed this month in
needs and aspi-rations a  practical  and
remains the provincial - implementable form to
government's core and fast-track development
ultimate mission. activities in these areas.
He made it clear that He further ordered
no negligence or delay all provincial depart-
in impl ing the ments to i i
begin preparations for
the next fiscal year's
budget.

alsostressed the need to
make the upcoming
spring tree plantation
campaign the largest and
most organized in the
province's history.

He directed timely
completion ofall arrange-
ments and ensured mas-
sive participation from

p)
students, and civil soci-
ety. Special emphasis
was placed on promot-
ing the planting of fruit-
bearing trees in govern-
ment offices and official
residences.

The meeting also
ussed the Rs1,000
billion 'Roshan Qabail
Package' for the merged
districts. CM Afridi in-
structed that the
package's preparation

e

ter directed officials to To ensure timely ruption.
adopt inno-vative and approval and execution Highlighting the
effective strategies to ofdevelopment projects, "Ehsaas Apna Ghar'pro-

promptly complete any
lagging matters.

He issued firm i
structions that all mil

the Provincial Develop-
ment Working Party
(PDWP) was directed to
hold weekly meetings.
the health sector,
the Chief Minister di-
rected that the recruit-
ment process for con-

gram, described as the
vision of party leader
and former Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan, CM
Afridi called for fast-
tracking its comple-tion
to provide housing facili-
ties to deserving fami-

term actions outlined in
the roadmap must be
fully accomplished by
June this year without

fail. The Chief Minister

tract doctors in govern- lies.

One arrested after 15 Kkilled in building
collapse triggered by gas explosion in
Karachi’s Soldier Bazaar

NEWS DESK:Police on
Friday arrested the
builder in connection
with the deaths of 15
people in a building col-
lapse triggered by a gas
explosion in Soldier Ba-
zaar a day carlier.
Soldier Bazaar Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO)
Rizwan Patel confirmed
that the owner-cum-
builder Mohammed
Irshad had been arrested
after the registration of
a first information report
(FIR). He said the held
suspect had rented out
the building to the vic-

the first floor with his

the structure had com-
pletely collapsed. He
said that the building,
spread over 40 square
yards, had been con-
Structed using heavy-
duty steel channels and gas due toa leakage.
nylon sheets. He further This led to the ex-
said that the building plosion, which caused
was a ground plus three- the whole building to
storey structus collapse, he said. The
The sub-inspector complainant further said
said that a man named  that the rescue officials
Shahid Rasool lived on recovered at least 15

ishment of shajjah) of
the Pakistan Penal Code.
According to the
FIR, police received in-
formation on early
Thursday morning
about the collapse of a
building in Gul Rana
Colony, in which several
people were killed and
injured.

Upon reaching the
spot, the complainant
said that one portion of

family. He said that at
around 3:30am, Rasool’s
wife lit a match to pre-
pare Sehr, adding that the
room was already full of

ms.

The FIR, a copy of
which is available with
Dawn, was registered on
the complaint of sub-in-
spector Khalid
Mehmood at the Soldier
Bazar police station un-
der sections 322 (pun-
ishment for qatl-bis-
sabab), 288 (negligent
conduct with building),
285 (negligent conduct
with respect to fire or
combustible matter), 427
(mischief causing dam-
age to the amount of fifty
rupees) and 337-A (pun-

PPP’s Raza Rabbani calls for lac1ng

dead bodies from the
rubble, while 15 others
were injured in the inci-

a
&

nt.

The official stated
that the owner of the
building had con-
structed the structure
“illegally” in approxi-
mately 2007/2008. He
said that the gas connec-
tion was also provided
“illegally through pipes
installed in a haphazard
and unsafe manner, lead-
ing to the unfortunate
incident.

According to the
FIR, the suspect commit-
ted negligence by in-
stalling substandard gas
lines in an “illegally”
constructed building.

he complainant
further said that the
Bomb Disposal Unit had
examined the destroyed
building and submitted
their report. He said that
according to the unit,
the gas leakage oc-
curred because of sub-
standard gas pipelines,
which led to a gas leak
and ultimately triggered
an explosion when a
match was lit.

pact with US for redeveloping
Roosevelt Hotel before Parliament

NEWS DESK:PPP stal-
wart and former Senate
chairman Raza Rabbani
on Friday said that the
deal inked with the
United States to rede-
velop the Roosevelt Ho-
tel in New York “must be
placed” in Parliament.
In a press release,
Rabbani said, “The stra-
tegic_economic initia-
tive, including collabo-
ration with the US Gen-
eral Services Administra-
tion, regarding the op-
eration, maintenance,
renovation and redevel-
opment of the Roosevelt
Hotel has been signed
without taking the
people into confidence.”
Rabbam said the
hotel was “prime prop-
erty” in New York and
dealings pertaining to it
must be transparent.
“Parliament should
have been taken into
confidence before sign-
ing such memoranda of
understanding

Rabbani further
said that the PPP should
‘move a private members’
bill, wherein all foreign
agreements,  once
signed, would need rati-
fication in Parliament.

“I had moved such
a bill when in the Sen-

structured, time-bound
framework for joint
evaluation of the techni-
cal, commercial, and eco-
nomic parameters of co-
operation, reflecting a
shared commitment to

secure maximum value
for the landmark prop-
erty  under = its
privatisation strategy.
According to the fi-
nance ministry, the
agreement was finalised
in and ex-
ccuted by US General

and mutually beneficial

(MoUs),” he said. ate,” he said. Services Administration progre§§ * the ministry
He further high- The remarkscomea  (GSA) Administrator Ed-  said.
lighted that earlier, a deal ~day after Pakistan and ward C. The statement

noted the Roosevelt
Hotel’s prime location in
Manhattan and the com-
plexity of New York zon-
ing and municipal pro-
cess, saying the “insti-
tutional coordination
aims to reduce execution

Forst and Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb. Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif and
US Special Envoy Steve
Witkoff witnessed the

with the US relating to
minerals in Balochistan
was “broken by interna-
tional media™.

“Till date, the de-
tails of this deal have
not been made public,”

¢ sai

the US signed an MoU
to launch a structured
framework for coopera-
tion on the future of the
Roosevelt Hotel in New
York, markmg akey de-
velopme;

Iclamabad s efforts (0

gning.
“It establishes a

risk, enhance regulatory
clarity, and maximise
transaction value”.

“Such facilitative
frameworks are consis-
tent with international
practice in cross-border
real estate and infra-
structure projects,” it
added.

“The objective re-
mains to secure maxi-
mum value for this prop-
ertyinalignment with the

overnment’
privatisation mra!egy
while strengthening Pa-
kistan-United States
economic ties,” the
statement concluded.

Named after former
US president Theodore
Roosevelt, the century-
old property in midtown
Manhattan is seen as
one of Pakistan’s most
valuable foreign assets,
whichitacquired in 2000.

Faced with mount-
ing losses, the over
1,000-room hotel was
shut in 2020, and has
also operated briefly as
amigrant shelter.

The hotel is located
near marquee New York
destinations such as
Grand Central Terminal,
Times Square, and Fifth
Avenue, placing it in one
of Manhattan’s most
valuable commercial
zones.




