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Pakistan Strikes Back Hard: Air Force Wipes Out 7 TTP & ISKP
Terror Camps on Afghan Border After Ramadan Suicide Attacks

Imran’s release in
his own hands,

dependent on PTI’s
attitude: Sharjeel

Memon

NEWS DESK:

PPP leader Sharjeel Inam
Memon on Sunday said that
PTI founder Imran Khan’s re-
lease was “in his own hands”
as it depended on his party’s
“attitude”.

The Sindh senior minister
made the remarks while
speaking to reporters during a
visit to a site of ongoing devel-
opment work in Karachi.

In response to a question
regarding Imran’s release, the
minister maintained that the in-
carcerated former premier’s
release “was in his own hands
and the attitude” of PTI.

“I do not have any knowl-
edge of his release; however,
it is the blessed month of
Ramazan, and I pray for his
health, particularly his eye is-
sue”, Memon said.

Imran’s health has been
garnering attention in recent
days, with his family and party
raising concerns since his eye
ailment — right central retinal
vein occlusion (CRVO) —
came to light in late January.

Memon assailed the party
for “not focusing on the release
of their leadership” and instead
“creating fuss and staging pro-
tests outside of Adiala”.

“It is better if they focus
on seeking Imran’s release,”
he added.

Imran, imprisoned since
August 2023, is serving a 14-
year sentence at Rawalpindi’s
Adiala jail in a £190 million
corruption case and was con-
victed months ago in another
case regarding state gifts.Zeeshan Ahmed,

Monitoring Desk:

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
taken strong and decisive ac-
tion against terrorism. Early
Sunday, the Pakistan Air Force
carried out precision airstrikes
that destroyed seven terrorist
camps and hideouts linked to
the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) — locally
called Fitna al-Khawarij —
and the Islamic State
Khorasan Province (ISKP)
right along the volatile Paki-
stan-Afghanistan border.

The Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting shared

Nine Construction Labourers Abducted in
Khuzdar and Barkhan

News Desk,
Asif Kareem Khetran:

A wave of fear has gripped parts
of Balochistan after nine
labourers working on develop-
ment projects were kidnapped in
two separate incidents in
Khuzdar and Barkhan districts
over the last 24 hours.

According to local officials,
the first incident occurred on Sat-
urday evening in the remote
Moola area of Khuzdar, around
50 kilometres from the district
headquarters. Unidentified armed
men, riding motorcycles, stormed
the camp of a private construc-
tion company engaged in a water
channel project.

The attackers reportedly
overpowered the workers at the
site and forced six of them into a
red double-cabin vehicle before
driving away towards an un-
known location. The abducted
labourers include a project man-
ager and five other workers. Po-
lice said two of the victims are
residents of Sindh, while the re-
maining four belong to Khuzdar
district.

Residents of the area said
the sudden attack created panic
among workers and nearby com-

munities, many of whom rely on
construction projects as their only
source of income.

A few hours later, a second
kidnapping incident was reported
from Barkhan district, where

armed men targeted a crushing
plant operated by a private com-
pany working on a road construc-
tion project near the Dhola Nadi
area.Police sources said that early
Sunday morning, a large group

of armed individuals entered
nearby areas, opened aerial fire,
and abducted three labourers
from the site before fleeing to-
wards surrounding hills. The kid-
napped workers are believed to

be residents of Musa Khel dis-
trict.

Local authorities further con-
firmed that the attackers also as-
saulted a nearby police check-
post, where three policemen were
disarmed and their weapons
taken. No casualties were re-
ported during the attacks, but the
incidents have raised serious
concerns over the safety of work-
ers and security personnel.

Deputy Commissioner
Barkhan confirmed the incidents
and said search operations were
underway to trace and safely re-
cover the abducted labourers.

Balochistan has seen re-
peated attacks on labourers in-
volved in construction and de-
velopment projects in recent
years. Earlier this month, five
workers from Sindh were killed in
a shooting incident at a construc-
tion site in Noshki. Last year, 18
labourers working on a road
project in Khuzdar’s Naal area
were kidnapped and later released
after several months.

The latest incidents have
once again highlighted growing
security challenges for develop-
ment work in remote areas of the
province, where labourers con-
tinue to risk their lives to earn a
living.

He also faces pending tri-
als under the Anti-Terrorism
Act related to the protests of
May 9, 2023.

Speaking to the media,
Memon further said the PTI’s
social media teams “target
leaders and national institutions
on social media and through
their teams abroad”.

The PPP leader advised
the party to “improve their lan-
guage and choice of words”,
stressing that while one can
hold disagreements, it was not
appropriate to “verbally abuse
people’s families and use be-
low the belt language”.

“Improve your mindset. It
will help you a lot,” he added.

Earlier this week, PPP
Central Punjab General Sec-
retary Syed Hassan Murtaza
warned the PTI that any char-
acter assassination would be
met with a forceful response,
as he accused the PTI of un-
leashing a wave of online abuse
against his party’s leadership.

Last week, in a series of
public addresses during his visit
to South Punjab, President Asif
Ali Zardari also criticised
Imran amid concerns about his
health,

saying the jailed PTI
leader should face imprison-
ment “like a man” and should
not order his party leaders and
workers to block roads.

“He has served less than
two years of imprisonment and
is exhausted. In fact, [one
realises what jail] actually is
after two years of imprison-
ment,” he said.

the news on X, making it clear
this was no random operation.
It came as a direct response
to the heartbreaking wave of
suicide bombings that have
rocked Pakistan in recent days,
including the devastating attack
on an Imam Bargah in
Islamabad, blasts in Bajaur
and Bannu, and yet another
suicide bombing in Bannu on
Sunday itself — all during the
holy month of Ramadan.

Pakistani intelligence says
it has rock-solid evidence that
these attacks were planned and
directed by TTP leaders safely
based inside Afghanistan. Both
the Afghanistan-based TTP
factions and ISKP have openly

claimed responsibility for the
killings.

While Pakistan has always
pushed hard for peace and sta-
bility in the region, the govern-
ment has drawn a firm line: the
safety of our people comes
first — no compromises.

“These strikes were a
carefully planned, intelligence-
based retaliation against con-
firmed terrorist targets,” the
ministry said, stressing that the
action was selective and pro-
portionate.

Despite Islamabad’s re-
peated diplomatic requests, the
Afghan Taliban regime has
done little to nothing to stop
these groups from using Af-

ghan soil as a launchpad for
attacks on Pakistan. The state-
ment urged the interim Afghan
government to finally live up
to its responsibilities and stop
allowing terrorists to operate
from its territory.

Pakistan also called on the
international community to step
up and pressure Kabul to
honour the commitments it
made in the Doha Agreement
— a move that’s vital for last-
ing regional and global secu-
rity.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Tariq Fazal Chaudhry
praised the Pakistan Air Force
for delivering justice to the vic-
tims.

“These strikes are an an-
swer to the tears of every
mother who has lost her son
defending our homeland,” he
wrote on X.

Chaudhry added a clear
warning: “Pakistan wants
peace, but we will never com-
promise on the security of our
land and our people. Whoever
looks at us with evil intent will
be destroyed — no one will be
spared.”

This bold cross-border ac-
tion shows Pakistan’s zero-tol-
erance policy: terrorism from
Afghan soil will not be toler-
ated, and the country is ready
to defend its citizens at any
cost.



EDITORIAL Monday,February.23.202602

QUETTA VOICE
Editor: Asim Khan

Quetta City, Proposed Master Plan
Abdul Latif Kakar :
QUETTA:  The
mo un ta i n- r in ge d,
Quetta city needs a
comprehensive master
plan to ensure the so-
lution of problems
faced by citizens and
address the mega
question of climate
change.

Through the pro-
posed plan, scarce re-
sources would be
transparently and ra-
tionally utilized to
make it a better living
city in the country.

 For the first in the
history of the prov-
ince, the Urban Plan-
ning Development
(UPD) under the lead-
ership of chief minis-
ter Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan has
started the prepara-
tion of the master plan.

Geographical lo-
cation, looming threat
of natural calamities
including earthquakes,
drought, and floods,
the need for making a
comprehensive master
plan for Quetta city is
growing. Rather, it is
now indispensable to
make this plan, before
it is already late.

Geography and
Soil

Four main units
may describe the soils
of Quetta i.e. (1) pied-
mont plains (very
deep and well-drained
soil) (2) piedmont ba-
sins (3) salinity and al-
kalinity (4) gravelly
piedmont fans and
aprons bordering the
mountains and plains.

The central part of
the Quetta valley is
covered by a soil that
ranges from sandy
loam to silt loam. This
type of soil is good for
crop production.

At the margin of
the valley near foot-
hills, the soil consists
of sandy loam, mixed

with pebbles and rock
fragments and is suit-
able for vegetation.

In the Hanna val-

ley, the greater part of
the valley floor is cov-
ered by barren rock
bout crops of low re-

lief and dry mala bed.
The soil is re-

stricted to the narrow
banks and low ter-

races along the main-
stream.

However, the na-
ture of the soil in Belili

is silty clay which is
not suitable for culti-
vation.

Similarly, the

Chiltan surface has
soils that are predomi-
nantly gravelly loams.

The vegetation on
these soils si mainly
Haloxylon which pro-
vides poor grazing for
livestock.

Soil erosion
As far as soil ero-

sion is concerned, both
stream erosion of soil
and wind erosion is
occurring in the dis-
trict.

The stream ero-
sion takes place in the
piedmont plain along
the banks and beds of
streams.

Such streams are
Sariab Lora, Hanna
river, Habib Nallah
near Hudda. Wind
erosion occurs in the
valley.

This all requires a
review of the existing
plans and documents
and preparation of the
digitized base map of
Quetta with a protocol
for its updating.

A review of exist-
ing policies, proce-
dures, plans studies
conducted by donor
agencies, and other
relevant data. Current
and future population
trends need to be re-
viewed.

Transpor tation,
mass transit, and city
traffic management
and monitoring sys-
tem, housing commer-
cial, and industrial land
use evaluation of the
existing condition of
buildings and housing
schemes should be
thoroughly reviewed.

To be precise, the
city needs a master
plan on an emergency
basis to address the
looming threat of cli-
mate change and
natural disasters.

Green Pakistan Initiative Must
Put Transparency and Merit First

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm: Calls
for Resilient Climate Policies Surface

Chandni Kakar:

In the global battle

against climate
change, Balochistan,
Pakistan, serves as a
stark reminder of the
urgent need for cli-
mate resilience. The
province is experienc-
ing increasingly severe
weather events, a con-
sequence of human-
induced climate
change. However,
many residents mis-
take these extreme
weather occurrences
for regular fluctua-
tions, hindering recog-
nition of the escalating
climate crisis.

Balochistan
becoming un-
bearably hot

Balochistan is be-
coming unbearably
hot, with rising tem-
peratures transform-
ing heatwaves into a
year-round threat.
These heatwaves
pose severe health
risks, including heat
stress, dehydration,
and even fatalities. In

2017, Turbat recorded
a scorching 53.5°C
(128.3°F), setting a
record for Pakistan.
Unfortunately, fore-
casts suggest that tem-
peratures will continue
to rise.

However, the cli-
mate challenges in
Balochistan extend be-
yond relentless heat
waves. The province
grapples with devastat-
ing droughts and
floods, both of which
wreak havoc on homes
and infrastructure. The
floods of 2010 and
2022 left nearly 4 mil-
lion people displaced,
disrupting lives and
triggering food short-
ages and price spikes
due to their impact on
the agriculture sector.
The 2022 flood
in Balochistan

underscores the
looming climate

change threat
The 2022 flood

underscored the loom-
ing threat of climate

change over
Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage
is yet to be compre-
hended. However, it
exposed the
province’s vulnerabili-
ties and highlighted the
urgent need for effec-
tive management
strategies.

Balochistan’s an-
nual rainfall of just 200
mm barely meets the
needs of its parched
population. This water
scarcity adversely af-
fects food production,
access to drinking
water, and livestock
numbers, exacerbated
by climate change.
The severe droughts
of 1997-2003 and
2014-2017 forced mi-
grations to water-rich
areas.

CC affects
economy
Climate change

also decimated the
region’s economy

through the loss of
livestock. Between
2010 and 2022, over
1.5 million livestock
were lost, costing over
$1 billion and displac-
ing over 100,000
people, particularly in
districts like Quetta,
Pishin, Turbat,
Pajgure, and Khuzdar.

H o w e v e r ,
Balochistan need not
accept this grim fate.
It requires compre-
hensive strategies tai-
lored to its unique
challenges. The pro-
vincial government
must implement robust
climate change poli-
cies, emphasizing wa-
ter resource manage-
ment and disaster pre-
paredness. Learning
from the tragic dam
collapses of 2022, pre-
ventive measures,
such as effective wa-
ter reservoirs and early
warning systems, are
imperative.  Spreading
awareness about cli-
mate change and pro-
moting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices are

equally crucial.
Tree plantations
could mitigate

sweltering
temperatures

In a province
where tree planting
could mitigate swelter-
ing temperatures and
climate change im-
pacts, government ini-
tiatives should engage
younger generations in
green initiatives.
Achieving a resilient
future necessitates a
collaborative effort in-
volving government,
local communities, civil
society, and the com-
mercial sector.
Balochistan’s path to-
wards resilience be-
gins with a symphony
of collective action.

By addressing
these critical issues,
Balochistan can better
adapt to the challenges
posed by climate
change, ensuring a
more secure and sus-
tainable future for its
residents.

Editorial:
The Balochistan
government’s decision
to disburse Rs3.2 billion
in interest-free agricul-
tural loans to 847 farm-
ers under Phase II of the
Green Pakistan Initiative
marks a significant
policy intervention at a
time when the
province’s rural
economy is under pres-
sure.
     Announced by Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, the initia-
tive aims to bring more
than 35,600 acres of land
under cultivation, an am-
bition that, if realized in
both letter and spirit,
could meaningfully
transform agricultural
productivity and rural
livelihoods.

There is no doubt
that interest-free credit is
a powerful tool for farm-
ers who have long re-
mained dependent on
expensive informal bor-
rowing. By reducing this
burden, the government
is not only easing imme-
diate financial stress but
also encouraging farm-
ers to invest in better in-
puts, improved prac-
tices, and sustainable
cultivation. In a province
where agriculture re-
mains the backbone of

rural employment, such
measures can
strengthen food security
and contribute to long-
term economic stability.

The success of
Phase I, during which
Rs6.85 billion was ex-
tended to 257 farmers,
has rightly been cited as
the foundation for ex-
panding the program.
Positive outcomes from
the initial phase demon-
strate that well-designed
public financing can
yield tangible results.
However, scaling up
also brings new chal-
lenges,  chief among
them transparency, ac-
countability, and equi-
table access.

As Phase II un-
folds, it is essential that
the loan distribution
process remains fully
transparent and insu-
lated from favoritism.
Public confidence in
such initiatives depends
on clear criteria, open
verification mecha-
nisms, and timely disclo-
sure of beneficiaries.
Deserving candidates,
particularly smallholders
and genuinely low-in-
come farmers, must re-
main the central focus,
rather than politically
connected or influential

individuals.
The introduction of

the Kissan Card for small
and poor farmers is a
step in the right direc-
tion, offering a struc-
tured and traceable way
to access financial sup-
port.

Yet even this
mechanism must be con-
tinuously monitored to
ensure that it serves its
intended purpose and
does not become an-
other bureaucratic
hurdle or conduit for
misuse.

Ultimately,  the
Green Pakistan Initiative
has the potential to re-
shape Balochistan’s ag-
ricultural landscape. But
its long-term success
will be judged not only
by the amount of money
disbursed or acreage
brought under cultiva-
tion, but by how fairly,
transparently, and merit-
based these resources
are allocated.

If transparency is
institutionalized and de-
serving farmers are kept
at the center, this initia-
tive can become a genu-
ine catalyst for inclusive
rural development rather
than just another well-in-
tentioned policy head-
line.
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Three drown as migrant boat
capsizes off Greek island

Virginia Lt. Governor Ghazala Hashmi calls for inclusion
of US Muslims during Ramazan

UAE foils cyberattacks targeting
country’s digital infrastructure,

vital sectors: local media

South Korea protests Japanese
event over disputed islands

Trump says he is sending a hospital
ship to Greenland

03

NEWS DESK:US
President Donald
Trump on Saturday
said he was working
with Louisiana Gover-
nor Jeff Landry to send
a hospital boat to
Greenland, a Danish
territory that Trump
has said he wants to
acquire.

Trump announced
the plan on social me-
dia moments before
hosting a dinner for
Republican governors
at the White House,
where he sat next to

NEWS DESK:South
Korea on Sunday pro-
tested a Japanese gov-
ernment event com-
memorating a cluster
of disputed islands be-
tween the two coun-
tries, calling the move
an unjust assertion of
sovereignty over its
territory.

In a statement,
the foreign ministry
said it strongly ob-
jected to the
Takeshima Day event
held by Japan's
Shimane prefecture
and to the attendance
of a senior Japanese
government official,
urging Japan to abol-

NEWS DESK:In the US
capital, the first week of
Ramazan is unfolding
with the familiar quiet of
fasting and prayer — ac-
companied by a clear
message: American
Muslims will not be de-
fined by fear or exclu-
sion.

That message reso-
nated on a Saturday
night Iftar hosted by the
Pakistani American
Press Association,
where Ghazala Hashmi,
the 43rd lieutenant gov-
ernor of Virginia, spoke
about her journey into
politics.

She recounted that
she had never planned
to run for office, but the
2016 proposal for a Mus-
lim registry during
Donald Trump’s cam-
paign made her realise
the country was moving
in the wrong direction.

When she first ran
for the Virginia Senate in
2019, she was told she
was “not the right type”
and that nobody would
vote for her.

Yet she defeated a
Republican incumbent
by more than 10 points,
a sign, she said, that
voters were ready for
change.

She remained in the
Senate,  focusing on
education, before run-

NEWS DESK:The
bodies of three mi-
grants were picked up
in waters off the Greek
island of Crete during
a rescue effort involv-
ing a commercial ship,
authorities said on Fri-
day.

Twenty migrants
were rescued by the
commercial vessel
which was directed to
the area on the orders
of the Greek Search
and Rescue Centre.

Most of them
were Egyptians and
Sudanese, and there
were four minors
among them, the Ath-
ens News Agency re-
ported.

According to
Greek public broad-
caster ERT, an accident
occurred when the ves-
sel approached the mi-
grants’ wooden boat.

 As the passengers
tried to climb up lad-
ders into the vessel a
sudden movement
caused the small boat

to capsize.
The search for sur-

vivors was continuing
with four patrol boats,
an aircraft, and two
ships from the Euro-
pean border agency
Frontex, a spokesper-
son for the Greek coast
guard said.

According to ERT,
survivors said about 50
people were aboard the
wooden boat.

A second boat car-
rying around forty mi-
grants was spotted in
the area, triggering an-
other rescue operation.
For over a year, mi-
grants have been at-
tempting the perilous
crossing from Libya to
Crete, the gateway to
the European Union.

 According to the
UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees

NEWS DESK:The
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) thwarted
organised cyber at-
tacks targeting the
country’s digital infra-
structure and vital sec-
tors, the state news
agency WAM said on
Saturday.

The attacks “in-
cluded attempts to in-
filtrate networks, de-
ploy ransomware and
conduct systematic
phishing campaigns
targeting national plat-
forms”,

and involved arti-
ficial intelligence tech-
nologies to develop of-
fensive tools, it added.

The report did not
say who was to blame
for the attacks.

WAM reported
that cyberattacks of a
“terrorist nature”
aimed to “destabilise
the nation and disrupt

essential services”.
It said that the

UAE’s Cybersecurity
Council

“affirmed that the
safety of individuals,
the protection of per-
sonal data, and the
continuity of critical
services remain top
priorities”.

The council said
that attacks “also in-

ish the ceremony im-
mediately.

The tiny islets,
known as Takeshima
in Japan and Dokdo in
South Korea, which
are controlled by
them, have long been
a source of tension be-
tween the two
neighbours, whose re-
lations remain strained
by disputes rooted in
Japan's colonial rule
of the Korean penin-
sula from 1910 to
1945.

"Dokdo is clearly
South Korea's sover-
eign territory histori-
cally, geographically
and under international

ning for lieutenant gov-
ernor in 2024 — a cam-
paign that culminated in
her becoming the first
Muslim woman elected
to statewide office in the
United States.

“Virginia is a place

that is changing,” she
told the audience.

“It is inclusive. A
state that was once the
capital of the Confed-
eracy has shown that it
does not care about race
or religion.

Muslims also have
the right to speak about
our faith and values,
and every community
feels represented here.”

Speakers at  the
gathering drew connec-
tions between her politi-

cal  success and the
spirit of Ramazan.

Community leader
Ghulam Nabi Fai de-
scribed her rise as “an
inspiration for all”.

H i g h l i g h t i n g
Islam’s inclusiveness,

he said Ramazan was “a
month of blessing for all
— Muslims and non-
Muslims alike, even for
those who have not
been kind to you”.

Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to the United

States, Rizwan Saeed
Sheikh, called Ghazala
Hashmi “the living ex-
ample” of what can be
achieved by refusing to
retreat in the face of ob-
stacles.

The significance of

her victory “can only be
fully realised if you inte-
grate yourself into the
political and economic
mainstream”, he said.
“Following the path Ms
Hashmi has shown is
advisable, prudent and
wise.”The first days of
fasting carried that spirit
of inclusiveness into
homes, mosques, and
community halls across
the US capital.

 As sunset ap-
proached, Muslims pre-
pared to break their fast
with dates and water,
pausing to offer
Maghrib prayers in quiet
reflection.

Muslim communi-
ties in Virginia, Washing-
ton, and Maryland have
set up food distribution
centres across the re-
gion, providing free gro-
ceries and meals. Most
recipients do not share
the Islamic faith.

Even as Washing-
ton moved at its usual
hurried pace, the city’s
mosques and commu-
nity centres became
spaces of both devotion
and affirmation.

The act of fasting
— coupled with the
knowledge of a historic
political achievement —
lent the day a sense of
resilience and belong-
ing.

(UNHCR), more than
16,770 people seeking
asylum in the EU ar-
rived in Crete in 2025.

Faced with the
surge in arrivals, the
conservative Greek
government suspended
the processing of asy-
lum applications for
three months last sum-
mer, particularly for
those arriving from
Libya.

and chatted with
Landry.

"Working with the
fantastic Governor of
Louisiana, Jeff
Landry, we are going
to send a great hospi-
tal boat to Greenland
to take care of the
many people who are
sick, and not being
taken care of there.
It’s on the way!!!"
Trump said.

Neither the White
House nor Landry's
office responded to
queries about the post,

whether the ship had
been requested by
Denmark or
Greenland and which
sick people needed
help. The Department
of War had no imme-
diate comment.

Danish King
Frederik paid a second
visit to Greenland in a
year last week, an at-
tempt to demonstrate
unity with the territory
in the face of Trump's
push to buy the island.

Greenland, Den-
mark and the US late

last month held talks to
resolve the situation
following months of
tensions within the
NATO defence
alliance.Trump's post
came hours after
Denmark's Joint Arc-
tic Command said it
had evacuated a crew
member who required
urgent medical treat-
ment from a US sub-
marine in Greenland's
waters, seven nautical
miles outside of
Greenland's capital,
Nuuk.

volved the exploitation
of artificial intelligence
technologies to de-
velop sophisticated of-
fensive tools,

reflecting a quali-
tative shift in the
methods employed by
terrorist

groups and their
ability to harness mod-
ern technologies to
carry out digital at-

tacks”.
As per WAM, the

Cybersecurity Council
advised the public to
report cyber threats or
suspicious activities to
official channels.

The council “reit-
erated its full commit-
ment to safeguarding
the digital domain, pre-
serving stability”,
WAM reported.

law," the ministry said,
calling on Japan to
drop what it described
as groundless claims
and to face history
with humility.

The ministry sum-
moned a top Japanese
diplomat to the minis-
try building in Seoul to
protest.

A person at
Japan's foreign minis-
try said no one was
available on Sunday to
comment. A call to the
Prime Minister's Of-
fice went unan-
swered.

The government
sent a vice-minister
from the Cabinet Of-

fice, not a cabinet min-
ister, to the ceremony.

Seoul has repeat-
edly objected to
Japan's territorial
claims over the is-
lands, including a pro-
test issued on Friday
over comments by
Japan's foreign minis-
ter during a parliamen-
tary address asserting
Tokyo’s sovereignty
over the islets.

The territory lies in
fertile fishing grounds
and may sit above
enormous deposits of
natural gas hydrate
that could be worth bil-
lions of dollars, Seoul
has said.
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Naqvi, Salik review Spanish Resident Card process in high-level meeting

6th International Students Convention & Expo
(ISCE) 2026 to be held in Islamabad from May

Punjab govt approves Public Utilities
Infrastructure Protection Ordinance 2026

G-B sets target of 3.5m
trees under Spring Tree
Plantation Drive 2026

Gas explosion in North Nazimabad kills
teen, injures five

PPP ruling Sindh with
“artificial majority”,

says MQM-P

ISLAMABAD (INP):  A
special high-level meet-
ing chaired by Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
and Minister for Over-
seas
Pakistanis Salik Hussain
was held in order to re-
view the Spanish Resi-

dent Card process and
got briefing in this re-
gard.

The meeting reaf-
firmed the commitment of
the Ministry of Interior
to provide legal protec-
tion and

 facilities to Paki-

stanis living abroad.
The Ministry of

Foreign Affairs assured
full support for the Span-
ish Resident Card pro-
cess.

Pakistan's Ambas-
sador to Spain,  Dr
Zahoor Ahmed, gave a

detailed briefing on the
Spanish Resident Card.

The Meeting was
briefed that this policy is
not for those seeking
political asylum.

The provision of a
character certificate and
other required docu-

ments
 has been made

mandatory. Eligible indi-
viduals will be issued a
resident card for one
year initially.

The path to perma-
nent residence and citi-
zenship will be paved

after completing seven
to eight years.

They decided that
the process of docu-
ment verification would
be expedited so that ap-
plicants would not face
difficulties.

Separate character

certificates are not ac-
ceptable, a single na-
tional character certifi-
cate will be issued by the
National Police Bureau
Certificate will be issued,
meeting decided.

Mohsin Naqvi said
the verification process

should
be made easy and

fast for the convenience
of the applicants.

The applicants
should be provided with
complete facilities at ev-
ery level, Mohsin Naqvi
said.

KARACHI (INP):  A
gas cylinder explosion
in a 10th-floor flat of
a North Nazimabad
high-rise sparked a
fire on Sunday, killing
a teenage boy and in-
juring five others, of-
ficials said.

Rescue teams
evacuated residents
and brought the blaze
under control after
hours of firefighting.

The explosion oc-
curred inside a flat on
the 10th floor of a resi-
dential building near
Hyderi, damaging sur-
rounding flats and col-
lapsing the building’s
lift. Rescue officials
said the blast also af-
fected the roof of the
ninth floor.

Falling debris
caused additional
damage to vehicles
parked below. Deputy
Commissioner Central

Taha Saleem con-
firmed that all resi-
dents were safely
evacuated during the
emergency opera-
tions.

Casualties and in-
juries

The victim, a 15–
16-year-old boy
named Burhan, was
recovered from the
debris, marking the
sole fatality. Five oth-
ers, including a
woman and a child,
were injured, with
three in critical condi-
tion.

They were shifted
to a nearby hospital
for treatment.

Chief Fire Officer
and rescue teams as-
sisted in evacuating
residents and rescuing
those trapped, ensur-
ing no further casual-
ties.

Firefighting and

emergency response
Firefighting ef-

forts involved four fire
tenders, a water
bowser, and two snor-
kels. Electricity to the
building was discon-
nected as a precau-
tion. Cooling opera-
tions continued even
after the main blaze
was controlled.

IG Sindh Javed
Alam Odho directed
police to secure the
site, ensure the safety
of residents,

and assist in evi-
dence collection.
Sindh Building Control
Authority (SBCA)
teams were also dis-
patched to inspect
structural damage.

Initial reports sug-
gest a gas cylinder
caused the blast, with
authorities recovering
cylinders from the af-
fected flat. The bomb

Pakistan moving towards
stability, development:

Speaker Ayaz Sadiq

CTD team ambushed by
militants in Bannu, key

militant commander killed

disposal squad is as-
sessing whether any
other factors contrib-
uted to the explosion.
Police are also inves-
tigating the possibility
of foul play.

The incident is
part of a troubling pat-
tern in Karachi, which
has witnessed multiple
fire and blast accidents
in recent weeks. In
January alone, the city
recorded 225 fire inci-
dents, causing exten-
sive damage, injuries,
and fatalities.

Recent tragedies
include the Soldier
Bazaar blast that
killed 16 people and
the Gul Plaza fire
claiming 79 lives. Au-
thorities have warned
that frequent cylinder-
related accidents and
structural vulnerabili-
ties make rapid re-
sponse crucial.

KARACHI (INP):
Muttahida Qaumi
Movement Pakistan
(MQM-P) Convener
Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui said that a party
with an “artificial major-
ity” has taken control of
Sindh, raising serious
constitutional and politi-
cal concerns.

Speaking at a press
conference in Karachi
alongside MQM leaders
Mustafa Kamal and
Farooq Sattar, Siddiqui
criticized the passage of
a resolution by the
Sindh Assembly, calling
it contrary to Pakistan’s
Constitution.

He questioned
whether Sindh could
adopt a resolution that
conflicts with the Con-
stitution of Pakistan.

The MQM leader
also targeted the politics
of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), claiming its
political trajectory be-
gan with divisive slo-
gans.

He argued that
those who contribute
“100 percent of the bud-

get” are left with only
“one percent of author-
ity,” adding that such an
imbalance is unsustain-
able.

He questioned the
motive and urgency be-
hind tabling the resolu-
tion in the Sindh Assem-
bly terming Karachi as
integral part of Sindh.

Emphasizing na-
tional unity, he said,
“Our motherland is Pa-
kistan,” and recalled that
the country had en-
dured trauma and trag-
edy in the 1970s.

He further stated
that the assemblies of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan, and Punjab
had recognized Urdu as
the national language.

“As long as we are
here, every dream of
Sindhudesh will fail,

” he declared, reit-
erating his claim that a
party with an artificial
majority has occupied
Sindh.

He questioned
whether similar political
dominance existed in
any other province.

LAHORE (INP): Na-
tional Assembly (NA)
Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq has said that Pa-
kistan is emerging from
difficult times and mov-
ing towards stability
and development.

Addressing a cer-
emony to inaugurate
various development
projects in Lakhodair,
here on Sunday,

he highlighted ma-
jor development alloca-
tions for NA-120 and re-
iterated the country’s
commitment to peace,
strong defence, and eco-
nomic recovery.

He said that all de-
velopment schemes pro-
posed for the area had
been approved by
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif.
He said that the leader-
ship was committed to
improving residents’ liv-
ing conditions.  He
added that the chief min-
ister had allocated un-
precedented funds for
the constituency.

He said that more
funds had been given to

this constituency than
any other area in Punjab.
He said work worth
Rs770 million would be
carried out in the area,
while Rs 38 billion were
being spent in NA-120
overall. He added that
due to e-tendering,
Rs200 million had been
saved, ensuring trans-
parency and efficient
util isation of public
money.

The speaker, refer-
ring to the country’s
overall situation, said
Pakistan had gone
through severe chal-
lenges but the situation
was now improving. He
said Pakistan maintained
relations with countries
around the world and
desired peace, not war.
However,  he added,
when India initiated ag-
gression, Pakistan re-
sponded firmly, which
raised the nation’s head
with pride. He said Paki-
stan had exercised re-
straint after the first at-
tack but delivered a
strong response to the
second.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The 6th International
Students Convention &
Expo (ISCE) 2026 will be
held from May 4–6, 2026,
in Islamabad.

After the success-
ful organization of five
impactful editions in
Lahore, Karachi, North-
ern Sindh, and
Faisalabad, the sixth edi-
tion is now being hosted
in the Federal capital.

The event is ex-
pected to bring together
thousands of students,
universities, academi-
cians, researchers, in-
dustry representatives,
and Vice Chancellors
from across Pakistan and
abroad. This three-day
international gathering
will provide a dynamic
platform for academic
engagement, innova-
tion, professional net-
working, and youth em-
powerment.

In a significant de-

velopment, Prof Dr Niaz
Ahmad Akhtar, Chair-
person of the Higher
education Commission,
graciously accepted pa-
tronage of this mega ini-
tiative as Patron-in-
Chief.

He formally
launched the Conven-
tion during a prestigious
cake-cutting ceremony
held at the Islamabad
Club, attended by am-
bassadors, members of
the diplomatic corps,
Vice Chancellors, indus-
trialists, and distin-
guished academic lead-
ers.

The Convention &
Expo is expected to wit-
ness participation from
over 150 universities and
institutions, with an an-
ticipated footfall of more
than 15,000 students.
The three-day program
will feature student com-
petitions, innovation-
driven project exhibi-

tions, industrial stalls,
career guidance ses-
sions, academic and re-
search presentations,
cultural activities, and
various sports competi-
tions.

A major highlight
will be the Lyallpur In-
dustrial Pavilion, along-
side dedicated Educa-
tion, Tourism, and Dip-
lomatic Pavilions,
s t r e n g t h e n i n g
academia-industry and
international linkages.

Student competi-
tions and specialized
workshops will  be
hosted at Quaid-i-Azam
University, while other
educational and re-
search institutions in
Islamabad and
Rawalpindi will organize
parallel seminars, panel
discussions, and the-
matic academic sessions
as part of the broader
Convention framework.

In addition, interna-

tional sporting engage-
ments will further en-
hance the global out-
reach of the Convention.

The International
Handball Referees Train-
ing and Certification
Course will be organized
from May 5–15, 2026, fol-
lowed by the Interna-
tional Handball Tourna-
ment from May 17–22,
2026, at Government
College University
Faisalabad, with partici-
pation from national and
international teams.

The 6th Interna-
tional Students Conven-
tion & Expo 2026 aims to
serve as a comprehen-
sive and impactful plat-
form for nurturing youth
talent, fostering creativ-
ity and leadership skills,
strengthening academic
and industrial collabora-
tion, promoting interna-
tional sporting relations,
and expanding global
cooperation.

LAHORE (INP): The
Punjab government has
approved the Punjab
Public Utilities Infra-
structure Protection Or-
dinance 2026, introduc-
ing strict penalties in-
cluding imprisonment
and heavy fines for
damaging or stealing
public infrastructure
such as manholes,
streetlights and other
government installa-
tions.

According to re-
ports, the new ordinance
aims to curb the grow-
ing theft and vandalism
of public utilities across
the province.

Under the law, indi-
viduals involved in the

theft of public infrastruc-
ture will face one to three
years in prison along
with a fine ranging from
Rs2 million to Rs3 mil-
lion.

Those found re-
moving, purchasing or
selling public installa-
tions without authoriza-
tion may also face one
to three years imprison-
ment and fines between
Rs500,000 and Rs3 mil-
lion.

The ordinance fur-
ther states that anyone
who damages public in-
frastructure will face
three months to one year
in jail and a fine ranging
from Rs50,000 to
Rs200,000.

Strict penalties
have also been intro-
duced for scrap dealers
and re-rolling plants in-
volved in the illegal pur-
chase or trade of govern-
ment installations. Of-
fenders may face up to
three years imprison-
ment and fines ranging
from Rs1 million to Rs10
million.

In case of repeated
violations, the punish-
ment may increase to
three to six years impris-
onment along with fines
between Rs300,000 and
Rs10 million.

Authorit ies said
that if such actions lead
to loss of life, legal pro-
ceedings will also be ini-

tiated under the Pakistan
Penal Code.

A spokesperson for
the Punjab Housing De-
partment said the scope
of laws related to man-
hole covers has been ex-
panded under the ordi-
nance.

The spokesperson
added that the legisla-
tion has been introduced
on the directives of the
Chief Minister of Punjab
to crack down on mafias
and gangs involved in
damaging and stealing
public infrastructure.

“Those who dam-
age public assets meant
for citizens deserve no
leniency,” the spokes-
person said.

GILGIT(INP): Secre-
tary Forest, Wildlife,
Parks & Environment
G i l g i t - B a l t i s t a n
Waheed Shah has an-
nounced an ambitious
target of planting 3.5
million trees across all
districts of Gilgit-
Baltistan under the
Spring Tree Plantation
Drive 2026, reaffirm-
ing the government’s
firm commitment to
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability and cli-
mate resilience.

Addressing distin-
guished guests at the
launch ceremony, the
Secretary outlined the
department’s mission,
vision, and strategic
roadmap aimed at ex-
panding green cover
and combating the
growing challenges of
climate change in the
region.

He stressed the
importance of sustain-
able forest manage-
ment, wildlife conser-
vation, and the protec-
tion of natural parks as
key pillars of environ-

mental preservation.
He emphasized

that active community
participation, innova-
tive planning, and
strong institutional
partnerships are vital to
safeguarding Gilgit-
Baltistan’s rich natural
heritage. “Collective
efforts are essential to
ensure long-term envi-
ronmental stability and
resilience,” he re-
marked.

The large-scale
plantation initiative will
be funded under the
Upscaling Green Paki-
stan Project, which
seeks to enhance for-
est cover, restore de-
graded ecosystems,
and promote climate
adaptation measures
across the country.

The Secretary ex-
pressed confidence
that the Spring Tree
Plantation Drive 2026
would significantly
contribute to building a
greener, healthier, and
more sustainable Gilgit-
Baltistan for present
and future generations

BANNU (INP): A
Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD)
team was ambushed
by militants in Bannu
on Sunday, leading to
a gun battle in which
a key militant com-
mander was killed.

According to
CTD officials, the in-
vestigative team was
on its way to identify
the crime scene re-
lated to an attack on
the Assistant Commis-
sioner of North
Waziristan,

Shah Wali Khan,
when armed militants
launched an assault to
free a detained com-
mander.

During the ex-
change of fire, the de-
tained militant com-
mander, identified as
Usama alias Daniyal
alias Baghi, was killed.
Authorities said he
was an active member
and alleged master-
mind of a newly
formed militant outfit,
Ittehad-ul-Mujahideen

Pakistan.
Officials further

stated that another
militant,

identified as
Kamyab Khan alias
Ikhlas Yar, a resident
of Kabul Khel Shewa
in North Waziristan,
was also killed in re-
taliatory firing.

Security forces
recovered a
Kalashnikov rifle, two
magazines, and two
hand grenades from
the deceased militant.
The attackers report-
edly fled the scene
while taking their in-
jured accomplices
with them.

Inspector General
of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Police
Zulfiqar Hameed and
Additional IG CTD
praised the personnel
for their timely re-
sponse.

The IG said that
terrorists serve no one
and even open fire on
their own associates
for personal interests.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik as Chief Guest at special celebration of
Chinese New Year at Chinese Embassy.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal, chairing a
high-level consultative meeting with leading media professionals to deliberate on the production of
Landmark historical web series on Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Allama Muhammad Iqbal.

WASHINGTON DC: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, shaking hands with US Commerce
Secretary, Howard A. Lutnick after a meeting at the Department of Commerce in Washington D.C. Secretary Commerce, Government
of Pakistan, and Pakistan's Ambassador to the United States of America are also seen.
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Degari Murder Case: Nine Accused Get Interim Bail

Jaffarabad Establishes Ramadan Sasta Bazaar in
Jhat Pat to Provide Maximum Relief to Citizens

NEWS DESK: Court
proceedings in the
Degari murder case
were put off on Sat-
urday after the pros-
ecution failed to
present its witness,
preventing the hearing
from moving forward.

The case, linked to
the killing of a man and
a woman on the out-
skirts of Quetta,

was taken up by
an Additional Sessions
Court. During the pro-
ceedings, accused
Sardar Sher Baz
Satakzai appeared be-
fore the judge, while
the prosecution could
not produce its wit-
ness.

Given the circum-
stances, the court
granted interim bail to
nine additional sus-
pects named in the
first information report
and adjourned the
hearing until March 7.
Advocates Taj
Muhammad Mengal,
Iqbal Satakzai,
Jehanzaib Mustafa

Mengal, and Yasar
Hayat represented the
accused.

Background of
the Incident

The case stems
from a shocking inci-
dent in Digari, District
Mastung, where a
young couple, married

Nasirabad Sasta Bazaar
Launched in Dera Murad Jamali

to Provide Ramadan Relief

NASIRABAD: On
the directives of
Deputy Commissioner
Zulfiqar Ali Kakar, a
Sasta Bazaar (subsi-
dized market) was or-
ganized in Dera
Murad Jamali to pro-
vide relief to citizens
during the holy month
of Ramadan.

The arrangements
were reviewed in de-
tail by Assistant Com-
missioner Bahadur
Khan Khoso.

During the visit,
the Assistant Commis-
sioner inspected vari-
ous stalls offering veg-
etables, fruits, meat,
sugar, flour, ghee, cold
drinks, and other es-
sential food items.

He reviewed both
prices and quality stan-
dards to ensure com-
pliance with govern-
ment directives.

On the instruc-
tions of Chairman
Market Committee
Mir Bilal Sadiq

Umrani, a special stall
for vegetables and
fruits at subsidized
rates was established
under the supervision
of Deputy Director
Market Committee
Ubaidullah Pindrani.

A large number of
citizens were seen pur-
chasing essential
items at the Sasta Ba-
zaar and appreciated
the government’s re-
lief initiative.  The ad-
ministration ensured
basic facilities, includ-
ing tents and neces-
sary arrangements, to
facilitate both traders
and customers.

The visit was also
attended by Medical
Superintendent Dr.
Habib Pindrani,
Tehsildar Moazzam
Ali Jatoi, Deputy Di-
rector Agriculture
Zaheer Ahmed
Umrani, Chairman
Shehri Action Com-
mittee Muhammad
Rahim Lehri, Presi-

dent Anjuman-e-
Tajiran Taj Baloch,
along with other offi-
cials and trader repre-
sentatives.

Assistant Com-
missioner Bahadur
Khan Khoso inter-
acted directly with
shoppers, inquired
about prices, and di-
rected stallholders to
prominently display
official price lists to
prevent profiteering.

He stated that the
Sasta Bazaar was or-
ganized by the district
administration under
the directions of the
Government of
Balochistan to provide
maximum relief to citi-
zens during Ramadan.
He further assured
that continuous moni-
toring would be car-
ried out to keep prices
under control and
strict action would be
taken against violators
to ensure maximum
public convenience.

Ramadan Relief Package
Distributed in Khuzdar Under

CM Sarfraz Bugti’s Vision

Chaman Launches Tree  Plantation
Drive; DC Habib Ahmed Bangalzai

Plants  Sapling at Khojak Park

by choice about a
year earlier, was bru-
tally killed.

According to local
accounts, the couple
was lured to a dinner
under

 false pretenses
following a verdict by
a local jirga that op-

posed their marriage.
They were report-

edly taken to a se-
cluded area near
Quetta and shot dead.
Disturbing details later
emerged that the
woman was holding
the Holy Quran and
pleading for mercy

before being forced to
let go of

it and killed, an
account that has
sparked widespread
outrage and renewed
debate over violence
carried out under the
guise of so-called
honour.

KHUZDAR :
On the directives of
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti and un-
der the special instruc-
tions of Deputy Com-
missioner Abdul
Razaq Sasoli, the dis-
tribution of the
Ramadan Relief
Package is continuing
in an organized and
transparent manner
across Khuzdar dis-
trict.

In view of the

was attended by
President Anjuman-e-
Tajiran Khuzdar Hafiz
Hameedullah Mengal,
Chairman All Parties
Action Committee
Bashir Ahmed Jatak,
journalists including
Danish Mengal and
Bashir Ahmed
Raisani, and DC Of-
fice Cashier Munir
Ahmed Zehri.

The distribution
process was super-
vised by Assistant

such as flour, rice,
ghee, sugar, tea, and
various pulses, en-
abling families to meet
their basic needs with
dignity during
Ramadan.The district
administration ensured
systematic and trans-
parent distribution of
ration supplies across
different areas of
Khuzdar. In line with
the vision of Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, relief distribu-

blessings of the holy
month of Ramadan,
the Government of
Balochistan has
launched a special re-
lief package for de-
serving, disabled, and
underprivileged indi-
viduals.

On the fourth day
of Ramadan, a formal
distribution ceremony
was held at Jinnah Sta-
dium Khuzdar, where
hundreds of deserving
families received ra-
tion packages.

The ceremony

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Hafeezullah Kakar
and Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Gen-
eral) Alam Din
Tareen, ensuring
smooth arrangements
and transparency.

During the cer-
emony, ration pack-
ages were provided on
a priority basis to poor,
needy, disabled, and
vulnerable families.

The Ramadan re-
lief package included
essential items suffi-
cient for one month,

tion is continuing
across all districts of
Balochistan with
transparency and ac-
countability.

This welfare ini-
tiative reflects the
Chief Minister’s com-
mitment to public ser-
vice and support for
vulnerable segments
of society, marking a
significant and com-
mendable step toward
easing the hardships
faced by underprivi-
leged communities
during the holy month.

CHAMAN: The district
administration of
Chaman has officially
launched a tree planta-
tion campaign across the
district. In this regard,
Deputy Commissioner
Habib Ahmed Bangalzai,

Park, the Press Club, and
other public and private
locations.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Deputy Commis-
sioner Habib Ahmed
Bangalzai stated that a
green and vibrant

pate in making Chaman
lush and colorful by
planting at least one tree
at their homes, along
roadsides, and in other
suitable places.

He also stressed
the importance of proper

Chaman Launches Tree
Plantation Drive;
DC Habib Ahmed
Bangalzai Plants

Sapling at Khojak Park

Chaman is among the
top priorities of the dis-
trict administration.

He emphasized that
trees play a vital role in
environmental improve-
ment and are essential
for maintaining ecologi-
cal balance.

He appealed to citi-
zens to actively partici-

care and watering of the
planted saplings to en-
sure their growth.

The Deputy Com-
missioner noted that
collective efforts in tree
plantation would help
create a peaceful, beau-
tiful, and oxygen-rich en-
vironment for future
generations.

along with other govern-
ment officials, inaugu-
rated the campaign by
planting a sapling at
Khojak Park, located in
the Darra Khojak area.

During the planta-
tion drive, various types
of plants were planted in
different parts of the dis-
trict, including Khojak

JAFFARABAD: In
line with government
directives and the ef-
forts of Deputy Com-
missioner Khalid
Khan, the district ad-
ministration of
Jaffarabad has estab-
lished a Ramadan
Sasta Bazaar in Tehsil
Jhat Pat in collabora-
tion with the Munici-
pal Corporation and
Anjuman-e-Tajiran to
provide maximum re-
lief to citizens during
the holy month of

Ramadan.
At the subsidized

market, nearly all es-
sential food items re-
quired during
Ramadan are being
made available at re-
duced prices.

A large number of
citizens are benefiting
from the initiative, pur-
chasing daily-use
commodities at rea-
sonable rates.

The administration
is also ensuring con-
tinuous monitoring of

both prices and qual-
ity standards.

On the occasion,
Assistant Commis-
sioner Arsalan
Chaudhry and Chief
Officer Municipal
Corporation Ahmed
Nawaz Jatak, along
with other officials,
visited the Sasta Ba-
zaar and reviewed
prices and availability
of items at various
stalls.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Khalid Khan is-

sued clear directives
stating that providing
relief to the public dur-
ing

Ramadan is the
d i s t r i c t
administration’s top
priority, and all possible
measures are being
taken to achieve this
goal.

He added that,
alongside the Sasta
Bazaar, an effective
strategy has been
adopted to maintain
price stability in gen-

eral markets as well,
and profiteering will
not be tolerated under
any circumstances.

He further stated
that price control mea-
sures have been
strengthened and the
Price Control Commit-
tee has been fully ac-
tivated to ensure indis-
criminate action
against profiteers, so
that citizens can re-
ceive genuine relief
during the holy month
of Ramadan.

Quetta Administration Inspects 145 Shops, Arrests
41 for Price Violations During Ramadan

QUETTA : On the
directives of Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, the district ad-
ministration of Quetta
has intensified opera-
tions against violations
of official price lists to
ensure public relief
during the holy month
of Ramadan.

On the fourth day
of Ramadan, the ad-
ministration conducted
inspections of 145
shops and markets
across different sub-
divisions.

As a result of
overpricing and viola-
tions of government-
notified rates, 41 indi-
viduals were arrested
and sent to jail, while

28 shops were sealed.
According to de-

tails:
In Sub-Division

City, 34 shops were in-
spected; 11 individuals
were arrested and 10
shops sealed.

In Sub-Division
Saddar, 35 shops were
checked; 11 individu-
als were arrested and
6 shops sealed.

In Sub-Division
Sariab, 30 shops were
inspected; 8 individu-
als were arrested and
5 shops sealed.

In Sub-Division
Kuchlak, 38 shops
were inspected; 12 in-
dividuals were ar-
rested and 7 shops
sealed.

All Tehsil Assis-
tant Commissioners

and Special Magis-
trates participated in
the crackdown.

The district ad-
ministration reiterated
that profiteering,
hoarding, and violation
of official price lists
will not be tolerated
under any circum-
stances.

Operations will
continue without inter-

ruption to address pub-
lic complaints and en-
sure the availability of
essential commodities
at controlled rates dur-
ing Ramadan.

Citizens have been
urged to immediately
report cases of over-
pricing to the relevant
authorities so that
timely action can be
taken.

CHAMAN: The district
administration of
Chaman has officially
launched a tree planta-
tion campaign across the
district. In this regard,
Deputy Commissioner
Habib Ahmed Bangalzai,
along with other govern-
ment officials, inaugu-
rated the campaign by
planting a sapling at
Khojak Park, located in
the Darra Khojak area.

During the planta-
tion drive, various types
of plants were planted in
different parts of the dis-
trict, including Khojak
Park, the Press Club, and
other public and private
locations. Speaking on
the occasion, Deputy
Commissioner Habib

Ahmed Bangalzai stated
that a green and vibrant
Chaman is among the
top priorities of the dis-
trict administration.

He emphasized that
trees play a vital role in
environmental improve-
ment and are essential
for maintaining ecologi-
cal balance.

He appealed to citi-
zens to actively partici-
pate in making Chaman
lush and colorful by
planting at least one tree
at their homes, along
roadsides, and in other
suitable places.

He also stressed
the importance of proper
care and watering of the
planted saplings to en-
sure their growth.

Police Foil Kidnapping Attempt
at Barkhan Crusher Plant; Three
Personnel Recovered, Search for

Workers Continues
BARKHAN: Police
in Barkhan partially
foiled a kidnapping at-
tempt after dozens of
armed men attacked a
private construction
company’s crusher
plant late last night.

According to
sources, 25 to 30 uni-
dentified armed assail-
ants stormed the
crusher plant located
in the

district, held staff
hostage, and abducted
three laborers along
with three police per-
sonnel deployed for
security.

The attackers re-
portedly fled toward
nearby mountainous
terrain.

Upon receiving
information about the
incident, a heavy po-
lice contingent led by
SP Dr. Saad Afridi
rushed to the scene.

The police imme-
diately launched a
search operation and
set up blockades while
pursuing the suspects.

Due to the swift
and professional re-
sponse by police, the
kidnappers were
forced to abandon the
three abducted police
personnel and flee,”
SP Dr. Saad Afridi
stated.

The recovered
police officials are
now safe and in police
custody. However, the

assailants managed to
escape with the three
laborers.

Search teams and
multiple police units
are currently conduct-
ing operations in the
rugged

mountainous ar-
eas to trace the flee-
ing suspects and re-
cover the kidnapped
workers.

Entry and exit
points of the district
are being strictly moni-
tored.

Police authorities
have expressed deter-
mination to recover the
abducted laborers at
the earliest and bring
those involved in the
attack to justice.



06 BUSINESS Monday,February.23.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Non-textile exports dip 17pc in
July-January

Wheat procurement price fixed
at Rs3,500

Panda bond plan hits a snag

Exploration firm faces case over governance

SPI inflation accelerates to
5.19% YoY

NEWS DESK:Jura En-
ergy Corporation is con-
fronting a corporate and
legal crisis as a minority
shareholder has initi-
ated oppression pro-
ceedings before
Ontario's Commercial
List against the com-
pany and its directors.

The shareholder
claims that governance
failures and decisions
have allegedly placed
the company's entire
business at risk.

In a lawsuit, the pe-
titioner said that Jura di-
rectors allowed the
transfer of effective cor-
porate control without
securing mandatory ap-
provals required under
Pakistani petroleum
laws, despite knowing
that the company's sur-
vival depended entirely
on petroleum conces-
sions held in Pakistan
through its subsidiaries
Frontier Holdings and
Spud Energy.

According to the
petitioner's claims avail-
able with The Express
Tribune, this decision
has exposed the
company's licences to
regulatory action and
jeopardised its only rev-
enue-generating assets.
However, the current liti-
gation represents only
the latest chapter in a

series of challenges that
have followed Jura's op-
erations in Pakistan for
years.

Regulatory records
and whistleblower com-
plaints referenced in the
proceedings revealed
that Jura and its subsid-
iaries were previously
involved in the sale of
gas to a related or sub-
sidiary entity without
proper authorisation,
raising serious compli-
ance and safety con-
cerns.

The matter report-
edly drew attention at
the highest level of
Pakistan's government,
leading to intervention
by the Prime Minister's
Office and subsequent
recovery of unpaid roy-
alty that authorities al-
leged were outstanding.
Transparency Interna-
tional whistleblower re-
ports further intensified
the scrutiny, alleging
violations of petroleum
rules and irregularities in
corporate conduct.

These complaints
triggered regulatory ex-
amination and ultimately
led to the issuance of
formal show-cause no-
tices by Pakistan's Direc-
torate General of Petro-
leum Concessions
(DGPC), which ques-
tioned the legality of

corporate actions and
compliance with petro-
leum concession agree-
ments.

The oppression
claim now before the
Ontario court argues

that Jura directors failed
to learn from earlier con-
troversies and instead
allowed a major change
of corporate control to
proceed despite foresee-
able regulatory conse-

quences.
The minority share-

holder claimed that com-
pany directors either ig-
nored or downplayed
the risks associated
with failing to obtain

prior government ap-
proval, while minority
investors were not re-
portedly fully informed
of the seriousness of the
ongoing legal and regu-
latory challenges.

The remedies
sought are sweeping.
The claimant asks the
court to declare the di-
rectors' conduct oppres-
sive and unfairly preju-
dicial, compel disclosure

of corporate informa-
tion, appoint an inde-
pendent inspector to in-
vestigate Jura's affairs,
order forensic account-
ing and award damages
– including punitive
damages – against the
directors.

 If granted, such or-
ders could place Jura's
governance under direct
judicial oversight.

The litigation un-
folds alongside escalat-
ing legal developments
in Pakistan, where
courts and regulators
have already examined
issues tied to the dis-
puted change of corpo-
rate control and compli-
ance with petroleum
regulations.

Pakistani court pro-
ceedings referenced in
related matters have di-
rected authorities to pro-
ceed with enforcement
actions under applicable
petroleum rules, which
has significantly in-
creased pressure on the
company's operating
subsidiaries.

Industry observers
note that Jura's situation
is increasingly precari-
ous: a Canadian-listed
company facing share-
holder revolt at home
while regulators abroad
scrutinise the legality of
its core operations.

NEWS DESK:Short-
term inflation, mea-
sured by the Sensitive
Price Indicator (SPI),
recorded a year-on-
year increase of
5.19% for the week
ended February 19,
2026, reflecting in-
creasing pressure
from food staples and
household energy tar-
iffs despite notable
declines in several per-
ishable commodities,
official data showed on
Friday.

According to the
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS), the
combined SPI rose to
335.67 points com-
pared to 319.12 points
in the corresponding
week of last year,
while also registering
a 1.16% week-on-
week increase, which
signalled a renewed
uptick in consumer
prices for essential
goods after a brief eas-
ing earlier this month.

The annual SPI
rise was largely driven
by sharp increases in
key food items and util-
ity charges.

Tomato prices
surged 85.2% year-
on-year, followed by
wheat flour (31.33%),

gas charges for the
first consumption slab
(29.85%) and electric-
ity tariffs (17.33%).

Other notable in-
creases included ba-
nanas (15.83%), red
chilli powder (15.2%),
beef (13.28%) and liq-
uefied petroleum gas
(12.22%),

highlighting the
broad-based nature of
cost pressures on
household consump-
tion baskets.

Conversely, sev-
eral essential food
items posted substan-
tial annual declines,
partially offsetting the
inflationary impact.
Potato prices dropped

45.43% year-on-year,
garlic (27.51%), gram
pulse (23.3%),
chicken (19.36%) and
onions (18.1%), which
reflected improved
supply conditions and
base effects from last
year's price spikes.

On a weekly ba-
sis, the SPI acceler-
ated mainly due to
higher prices of fresh
produce and adminis-
tered energy costs.
Bananas recorded a
steep 16.05% week-
on-week increase,
while electricity
charges rose 15.41%,
followed by garlic
(5.86%), chicken
(5.49%), onions

(3.83%) and tomatoes
(3.82%).

Fuel rate adjust-
ments also contrib-
uted, with diesel and
petrol climbing 2.69%
and 1.93%, respec-
tively.

PBS data showed
that out of 51 essen-
tial items, prices of 17
items (33.3%) in-
creased, 12 items
(23.5%) decreased
and 22 items (43.1%)
remained unchanged
during the week, indi-
cating that inflationary
momentum was con-
centrated in a limited
but high-weight seg-
ment of the consump-
tion basket.

NEWS DESK:Exports of
non-textile products
dipped by 17.32 per cent
to $7.286 billion in the
first seven months of the
current fiscal year from
$8.812bn, largely attrib-
uted to a steep reduc-
tion in exports of agricul-
tural produce and value-
added shipments.

The contraction re-
flects mounting pres-
sure on key sectors, es-
pecially agriculture-
based products, which
have struggled with
lower volumes and
weaker external demand.

Analysts suggest
that without a rebound
in value-added prod-
ucts, overall export per-
formance may remain
under pressure in the
coming months.

However,  paltry
growth was recorded in
leather, footwear, and
engineering products in
7MFY26 compared with
a year ago, according to
data compiled by the Pa-
kistan Bureau of
Sta t i s t i cs .Proceeds
slump to $7.3bn on poor
agriculture sector perfor-
mance.

The agriculture
sector bore the brunt of
the slowdown, with rice
exports suffering the
steepest setback. During

the first seven months
of FY26, the value of rice
exports plunged by
40.51pc to $1.305bn on a
year-on-year basis.

The decline was not
limited to prices alone.
Export volumes also fell
sharply, dropping
32.94pc YoY to 2.439 mil-
lion tonnes.

The decline was
observed across
basmati  and non-
basmati varieties.

The dual fall in both
value and quantity
points to a combination
of lower international
prices and weaker de-

mand in key markets.
In response,  the

government has un-
veiled a Rs15 billion sub-
sidy package aimed at
stabilising the sector
and supporting export-
ers.

In contrast to the
contraction in agricul-
ture, parts of the non-ag-
ricultural sector posted
paltry gains during the
review period.

Exports of engineer-
ing goods rose by
5.85pc in the first seven
months of FY26 com-
pared with the same pe-
riod a year earlier.

The expansion was
driven by higher ship-
ments of industrial ma-
chinery, transport equip-
ment, electric fans, auto
parts and rubber tyres.

Cement exports also
showed resilience in vol-
ume terms.

During the first
seven months of the cur-
rent fiscal year, export
quantities edged up by
0.33pc YoY.

In value terms,
however, growth was
more pronounced, with
cement exports rising by
9.91pc over the same
period.

NEWS DESK:The fed-
eral government has set
an illustrative wheat pro-
curement price at
Rs3,500 per 40 kilograms
and has sensitised the
provinces to ensure the
smooth implementation
of the procurement drive
during the upcoming
harvesting season.

The current pro-
curement framework will
remain applicable for one
year, as the federal gov-
ernment is working on a
comprehensive long-
term wheat policy for
2026-2030, aimed at
strengthening national
food security through
modern reforms, Minis-
ter for National Food Se-
curity and Research
Rana Tanveer Hussain
said while chairing a
meeting of the national
wheat oversight commit-
tee on Saturday.

Mr Tanveer high-
lighted that the upcom-
ing policy will focus on
digital  traceability
mechanisms, improved
supply chain monitor-
ing, enhanced transpar-
ency, and sustained
price stability, enabling
better coordination be-
tween the federal and
provincial governments.

Reaffirming the

government’s commit-
ment to safeguarding
food security, the minis-
ter stated that coordi-
nated federal-provincial
efforts will continue to
ensure stable wheat
availability, protect farm-
ers’ interests, and main-
tain affordable prices for
consumers across the
country.

Senior officials of
the federal and provin-
cial governments gave
detailed briefings on
procurement prepared-
ness, stock positions,
and supply management
strategies ahead of the
upcoming harvesting
season.

During the meeting,
provinces shared up-

dates on their respective
procurement strategies.

The Khyber
Pakhtun-khwa govern-
ment has adopted a hy-
brid wheat procurement
model comprising 75 per
cent public sector par-
ticipation and 25pc pri-
vate sector involvement
to enhance efficiency
and market
respons iveness .The
Sindh government in-
formed the committee
that wheat procurement
will  be carried out
through the public sec-
tor to ensure a stable
supply and price
management.The com-
mittee was informed that
adequate wheat stocks
are currently available in

all provinces to meet na-
tional consumption re-
quirements until the ar-
rival of the new crop.
The federal government
reiterated that there is no
risk of wheat shortage in
Pakistan, and coordi-
nated measures are in
place to ensure an unin-
terrupted supply across
markets.

Special emphasis
was also placed on con-
sumer protection during
the holy month of
Ramazan. The minister
directed all provinces to
ensure strict market
monitoring and take ef-
fective administrative
measures to prevent any
unnecessary increase in
flour prices.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
plan to raise $250 million
through Chinese Panda
bonds has hit a snag due
to the selection of dis-
puted sites for two
projects, which will be
funded against the bond
proceeds, including the
$760 million worth
Jinnah Medical Com-
plex.

Because of its weak
credit rating, Pakistan
cannot directly access
Chinese debt markets
and has sought credit
guarantees from the
Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and the
Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank (AIIB).

Government offi-
cials told The Express
Tribune that guarantors
had raised objections to
one telemetry project lo-
cation in Azad Jammu &
Kashmir (AJK) and to
private ownership claims
over the land originally
allocated for the Jinnah
Medical Complex.

According to offi-
cials of a multilateral
lending agency, the AJK
site issue was resolved
after Pakistan agreed to
remove the location fol-
lowing objections raised
by India. However, the
land issue for the Jinnah
Medical Complex re-
mains unresolved.

Of the $250 million
total debt that Pakistan
is desperately trying to
raise through Panda
bonds in Chinese mar-
kets since 2019, $152 mil-

lion is planned for two
projects. Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad
Aurangzeb has set mul-
tiple deadlines for the
bond issuance, with the
latest expiring on Febru-
ary 28.

Sources said $76.5
million had been pro-
jected to be used for the
installation of a telem-
etry system for real-time
discharge monitoring at
27 key sites on the Indus
Basin irrigation system.
Another $76 million is
meant for the Jinnah
Medical Complex and
Research Centre, part of
a total funding plan of
$760 million, or Rs213
billion.

The AIIB and ADB
agreed to provide guar-

antees for the Panda
bond issuance on the
condition that the loan
would fund sustainable,
green projects. How-
ever, sources said the
projects were selected
hastily without ad-
equate due diligence,
leading to delays and
embarrassment for Paki-
stani authorities.

Sources also cited
internal procedural is-
sues hampering the issu-
ance of the bonds. The
external finance wing of
the Ministry of Finance,
responsible for foreign
commercial loans, sover-
eign bonds and budget
support, raised objec-
tions to the process.

They said the exter-
nal wing objected to be-

ing bypassed by the
debt management office
in Panda bond negotia-
tions and in the hiring of
consultants and foreign
firms. Concerns were
also raised over the pro-
cess used to appoint
transaction underwrit-
ers, Chinese legal coun-
sel and a Chinese credit
rating agency. In several
instances, discussions
were conducted by con-
tractual staff, while the
bureaucracy was not
kept in the loop.

The Express Tri-
bune waited four days
for an official response
from the Ministry of Fi-
nance spokesperson,
but no reply was re-
ceived despite repeated
requests.
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Leaders Real Madrid stung at Osasuna

Sri Lanka bowl first in T20
World Cup’s Super Eight match

against England

Villa salvage late point against Leeds

Handling pressure key in high-profile India clash in T20 World
Cup, says South Africa’s De Kock

NEWS DESK:Raul
Garcia's superb 90th-
minute strike consigned
leaders Real Madrid to a
2-1 defeat at Osasuna in
La Liga on Saturday, in
a blow to their tit le
hopes.

C h a m p i o n s
Barcelona trail Madrid
by two points but can
overtake them on Sun-
day if they beat Levante
at Camp Nou.

Elsewhere, Atletico
Madrid, fourth, got back
to winning ways with an
entertaining 4-2 victory
over Espanyol.

Alvaro Arbeloa's
Real Madrid put on a
below-par performance
in Pamplona and fell be-
hind to an Ante Budimir
penalty, before Vinicius
Junior pulled the visitors
level.The second leg of
Madrid's Champions
League play-off against
Jose Mourinho's Benfica

NEWS DESK:Tammy
Abraham's homecoming
hit another sweet note
as his late equaliser res-
cued Aston Villa from de-
feat in a 1-1 draw with
Leeds United on Satur-
day, keeping alive their
unlikely title chase.

The striker, who re-
turned to Villa Park last
month in an 18 million
pounds deal after a stint
with Besiktas, grabbed
his first league goal
since his return, in the
88th minute when the
home side were trailing.

Leeds appeared
destined for all three
points after Anton
Stach's spectacular free
kick, but Abraham's late

intervention means
third-placed Villa remain
seven points behind
leaders Arsenal.

The equaliser was
Villa's 19th point sal-
vaged from losing posi-
tions in the Premier
League this season --
more than any other
team.

"Like I said many
times, it feels like a
dream to come back and
play for this club again.
I'm happy to be here and
bring extra energy," said
Abraham, who had
helped Villa secure pro-
motion in 2018-19 with
25 goals while on loan at
the club.

"I had to sniff

on Wednesday seemed
to play on their minds as
they failed to kick on at
El Sadar.

Vinicius,  who
scored a sensational
goal to give Madrid a
slender first-leg lead but
was then the victim of
alleged racial abuse,
thought he had earned
his team a point before
Garcia blasted home the
winner."It  was not a
good game from us... we
have to play a lot better,"
Arbeloa told reporters.

"We had control at
some points but we
lacked speed in our
play... on Wednesday we
have another final, an-
other game that is very
important for us."

Croatian target man
Budimir forced a good
save from Real Madrid
goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois and hit  the
post as he gave the visi-

NEWS DESK:Sri
Lanka on Sunday won
the toss and chose to
bowl against England
in their Super Eight
match of the ongoing
T20 World Cup in
Pallekele.

England, the two-
time champions, have
gone in with an un-
changed team for the
fourth match in a row,
ESPNcricinfo reports.

Meanwhile, Sri
Lanka made two
changes to their XI,
with Dushmantha
Chameera returning in
place of Pramod
Madushan and Kamil
Mishara rejoining the
team in place of Kusal
Perrera.“We’ve been
chasing well in the
past few occasions
and happy to chase
again,” ESPNcricinfo

around the box, be alert,
be ready. Luckily for us,
I got the goal."

Stach had stunned
Villa Park with a moment
of individual brilliance,
catching everyone off
guard when he stepped
up to a free kick nearly
30 yards out.

While Villa expected
a cross into the crowded
penalty area, the German
midfielder had other
plans, fizzing a shot into
the top corner at the near
post."I just came back
from injury so I didn't
have enough time to
practice this," Stach said
after his third goal from
a direct free kick this
season.

quoted Shanaka as
saying at the toss.
“The boys are very
confident playing
here.”

Ahead of the
match, captain Harry
Brook said on Satur-
day that England can
adapt to whatever the
weather throws at
them, as rain threat-
ened to disrupt their
opening Super Eights

tors a host of problems.
The hosts, ninth,

took the lead after
Budimir burst into the
area and went down un-
der a challenge from
Courtois.

Although he was
initially booked for div-
ing a VAR review
showed the goalkeeper
stood on his foot, and
the veteran forward sent
Courtois the wrong way
from the spot.

"I knew it was a
penalty and I wanted to
stay cool (while it was
being reviewed)," said
Budimir.Chasing an
equaliser, Arbeloa threw
on creative duo Trent
Alexander-Arnold and
Brahim Diaz and his team
began to take control.

French superstar
Kylian Mbappe put the
ball  in the back of
Osasuna's net but had
edged offside, although

the equaliser was not
long in coming.

Fede Valverde
charged into the box and
crossed for Vinicius to
tuck home.It was the
Brazilian's fifth goal in
his last four games
across all competitions,
having found his best
form since Arbeloa re-
placed Xabi Alonso at
the helm in January.

Wasted chance
Mbappe, La Liga's

top goalscorer, should
have put Madrid ahead
with 10 minutes to go but
Javi Galan brilliantly
blocked his shot, and
Los Blancos paid the
price at the death.

Raul Garcia cut in-
side the sliding Raul
Asencio brilliantly and
fired across Courtois
and in at the far post,
with the goal initially
ruled out but then
proven to be onside with
a VAR review.

It was the first time
Osasuna have beaten
Madrid in La Liga for 15
years."It's an incredible
feeling... I think (that
fact) is crazy. The fans
deserved a victory like
this after so many
years," Raul Garcia told
DAZN.Real Betis, fifth,
were held 1-1 at home
against Rayo Vallecano
earlier Saturday, leaving
them six points behind
Atletico, after Diego
Simeone's side put four
past Espanyol.

Alexander Sorloth
struck twice as Atletico
earned their first victory
in four league matches in
a goal-riddled game at
their Metropolitano sta-
dium.

PHF forms governance committee to
chart course for hockey's revival

NEWS DESK:The Paki-
stan Hockey Federation
announced on Sunday
the formation of an
Adhoc Governance and
Management Commit-
tee, marking a structural
shift aimed at
modernising the sport's
administration and el-
evating the standards of
hockey across the coun-
try.

In a move for tech-
nical excellence, Olympi-
ans Hassan Sardar and
Islahuddin will co-chair
the newly formed Pro-
fessional Development
Committee. Their man-
date includes oversee-
ing national team selec-
tion, specialised training
protocols, and estab-
lishing rigorous bench-
marks for coaches and
players.

According to an of-
ficial statement, the two
icons will also co-chair
the Professional Advi-
sory Committee, which
will be responsible for
long-term management
selection, with addi-
tional members to be ap-
pointed in consultation
with the two.

As part of the re-
structuring, the PHF has
separated corporate
governance, marketing,
and resource
mobilisation from techni-
cal hockey operations to
ensure specialised over-

sight. The newly ap-
pointed committee mem-
bers are as follows, Cap-
tain Farrukh Atique will
handle Human Re-
sources and Finance;
Shakeel Shah (Member
Customs) will oversee
Departmental Coordina-
tion and Outreach;

Amir Ibrahim, Chief
Executive Officer of Jazz,
will lead Corporate and
Marketing Support;
Ghulam Ali Mallah, Ex-
ecutive Director of Inter
Board Coordination
Commission (IBCC), will
manage School and Col-
lege Sports Promotion;
and Brigadier (retd)
Akmal Aziz will be re-
sponsible for Services
and Institutional Coordi-

nation.
All members will

serve on an honourary
basis.

"This is an interim
roadmap to correct the
direction. There is no
shortcut for success,
but clear direction and
seriousness of effort will
be visible," said a PHF
spokesperson, adding
that the federation in-
tends to mobilise all in-
stitutions to connect
hockey at the grassroots
level.

The PHF said the
reforms reflect its com-
mitment to transparency
and professional merit,
ensuring that the na-
tional game receives the
corporate and technical

expertise required for a
global comeback, with
the federation express-
ing confidence that the
changes will restore Pa-
kistan hockey to its
former glory.

After Pakistan's
hockey chief,  Tariq
Bugti resigned from his
post on February 19, a
day after the prime min-
ister ordered an inquiry
into a shambolic tour of
Australia that saw the
national team scrubbing
dishes in a guest house,
a standoff between the
national squad and team
management cast a
shadow over Pakistan's
preparations for the up-
coming World Cup
Qualifiers.

NEWS DESK:Who
“deals with the pressure
better” will decide the
India-South Africa Super
Eights match, a repeat of
the T20 World Cup final
two years ago, said
Quinton de Kock on
Saturday.The two un-
beaten teams are famil-
iar foes and both came
through their T20 World
Cup groups with perfect
four-out-of-four records
ahead of the clash in
Ahmedabad on Sunday.

Aiden Markram’s
South Africa toured In-
dia late last year, losing
3-1 in a T20 series.

“I think that’s
what’s going to make for
quite a good game to-
morrow, because we’ve
played against each
other quite a bit over the
last two months,” said
South Africa opener De
Kock.

“And to be honest,
the teams haven’t really
changed much.

“So, I think it’s more
when you’re out there on
the pressure side, who
deals with the pressure
better and wins the small

moments in the game.”
While South Africa

looked strong in all de-
partments in the group
phase, the batting of the
defending champions
India has been
inconsistent.Attacking
opener Abhishek
Sharma has recorded
three consecutive ducks,
but De Kock did not read
too much into it.

“He [Abhishek] is
the number one T20
batsman in the world at
the moment, according
to the rankings, so he
must keep doing what
he’s doing,” said de
Kock of the 25-year-old.

“He’s obviously
quite young, he’s bound
to fail. So I’m sure at
some point he’s going to
play an important
knock.”South Africa are
being billed as strong
contenders to meet India
in the final in
Ahmedabad on March
8.There were no
favourites in the T20 for-
mat, said De Kock.

“I think the nature
of World Cups, that it
doesn’t  allow

favouritism. At any mo-
ment, someone can win
in a game out of no-
where. It’s quite a fickle

game, World Cups, espe-
cially T20 World Cups.
Games can be changed
in a matter of two, three

overs by an individual.”
CAPTAIN BACKS

S T R U G G L I N G
ABHISHEKIndian skip-

per Suryakumar Yadav
on Saturday backed
Abhishek to play his at-
tacking game with

enough firepower in the
rest of the line-up as
they face South Africa.

“People who are
worried about
Abhishek’s form, I worry
for them,” a smiling
Suryakumar said.  “I
think about those teams
against whom he is go-
ing to fire as he has not
been able to score till
now. When he gets the
runs then you know how
it is.”Suryakumar added:
“It is a team sport, it
happens. Team requires
him to play with his iden-
tity, so if he fires it’s okay
otherwise we are there
to cover for him. Last
year he covered for us,
now we will do it for
him.”

The left-handed
Abhishek, the world’s
number one ranked T20
batsman, has handed
the team many explosive
starts since his debut in
July 2024.

Big totals were pre-
dicted at the start of the
20-team tournament with
India pipped to cross
300 on home ground,
but the reality has been

different. Ireland’s 235
against Oman in the
group stage has been
the highest total so far,
with India reaching their
best of 209 in a big win
over minnows Namibia.

“We are trying to
explode from the start
because everyone
knows their T20 tem-
plate, but we don’t want
to become a team that’s
always blasting away,”
said Suryakumar. There
could arise a situation
where two-three wickets
fall early and we have to
be a smart team to bat
well between 12-15 overs
and we have enough
firepower that if the base
is strong then we can
smash 60-70 runs in last
five overs.”

India boast of a po-
tent spin attack led by
Varun Chakr-avarthy,
who has claimed nine
wickets in four matches.

South African spin-
ners inclu-ding Keshav
Maharaj have also made
their presence felt and
Suryakumar said there
will be no favourites in
the Sunday game.

match.
“I think you just

have to prepare as if
it is a T20,” Brook told
reporters.

“I think you can
sometimes go down a
bit of a rabbit hole
thinking that you’re
going to play a five-
over game and then it
ends up being a T20
and you kind of play it
slightly differently.

"I saw the goal-
keeper near the second
post and I thought, I'd
just do it."

But his free kick
went in vain as Abraham
struck when he diverted
Ezri Konsa's header from
a set-piece into the net.

"We're delighted to
be where we are today
but we are so close, so
we have to just keep
pushing and keep be-
lieving in ourselves,"
Abraham added.

"Who knows what
can happen? We are not
too far from Arsenal who
are at the top. Unfortu-
nately today we didn't
get the win, but we just
have to keep pushing."
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Pakistan launches cross-border strikes on seven
terrorist camps after bombings

Suspension of 5 cops ordered
over man’s ‘custodial torture’

at Karachi’s Sharifabad
police station

Pakistan, US express desire to enhance
economic cooperation

Suspended civil servants entitled to full
salary: SC

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI)  faces internal backlash

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
carried out intelligence-
based strikes on seven
terrorist camps along
the border with Afghani-
stan after a series of re-
cent suicide bombings,
including an attack on
an imambargah in
Islamabad and incidents
in Bajaur and Bannu, of-
ficials said.

Security sources
said Pakistan conducted
a large intelligence-
based aerial operation in
eastern Afghanistan tar-
geting seven key hide-
outs, killing several ter-
rorists,  including
Taliban commander
Akhtar Muhammad.

According to
sources,  jet aircraft
struck terrorist shelters
in Bermal district of
Paktika, where loud ex-
plosions were heard
across the area. Facilities
used by terrorists were
reported heavily dam-
aged.

Afghan media re-
ported that after Paktika,
airstrikes were also car-
ried out in Khogyani dis-
trict of Nangarhar, tar-
geting terrorist hideouts
and suspected training
centres.

In Afghanistan’s
Margha area, an explo-
sion at  the Banoosi
madrassa killed more

than 10 people and in-
jured several others. The
area is linked to the net-
work of commander
Akhtar Muhammad.
Two more targets were
hit by jets in Kami dis-
trict of Jalalabad, while
aerial patrols continued,
sources said.

Explosions at terror-
ist hideouts in Bermal re-
sulted in multiple
deaths, while sources
said Akhtar Muhammad
was killed in Paktia.
Bombings across sev-
eral Afghan areas de-
stroyed terrorist infra-

structure.
A Taliban spokes-

person said the attacks
had killed and injured
dozens of people, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, but Reuters was
unable to independently
verify the remarks.

Afghanistan's de-
fence ministry con-
demned what it called
the blatant violation of
national sovereignty as
a "breach of interna-
tional law, the principles
of good neighbourliness
and Islamic values."

It added in its state-

NEWS DESK:The Su-
preme Court has held
that a suspended civil
servant is entitled to re-
ceive full salary and
other service benefits
during the period of sus-
pension, declaring that
suspension does not
sever the employer-em-
ployee relationship nor
extinguish contractual
rights.

In a four-page
judgement authored by
Justice Shakeel Ahmad,
upholding the Federal
Service Tribunal (FST)
decision in favour of a
Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) employee,
the SC said that "it is by
now well settled that
suspension is not re-
moval, dismissal or ter-
mination from service".

Rather, it is an in-
terim measure, which
merely suspends the
performance of duties
while the order of ap-
pointment or contract
continues to subsist,
and the relationship of
employer and employee
remains intact, the ruling
stated.

"Consequently, the
civil servant continues
to hold the post, albeit
without performing du-
ties. Once the contract
of service continues to
operate, all rights flow-
ing therefrom, including
entitlement to full salary,

remain enforceable dur-
ing the suspension pe-
riod."

The employee had
been serving as a senior
clerk/inspector in the
FBR. After completing
more than 31 years of
qualifying service, he
applied for retirement on
medical grounds. How-
ever, his application was
not considered by the
department.  Subse-
quently, on the direc-
tions of the petitioner
department, he appeared
before a Medical Board
for examination. The
Board opined that he
was suffering from mul-

tiple diseases and de-
clared him unfit for fur-
ther service.

Following an in-
quiry, he was compulso-
rily retired from service
on July 12, 2024, with the
observation that the pe-
riod of his suspension
be treated as extraordi-
nary leave without pay,
and that the pay and al-
lowances paid to him
during the period from
06.11.2023 till the impo-
sition of a major penalty
be recovered from him.

His departmental
appeal remained unad-
dressed, prompting him
to file an appeal before

the FST, where the deci-
sion partly came in his
favour.

The FBR subse-
quently challenged the
FST order before the SC.

A division bench
comprising Justice
Shahid Bilal Hassan and
Justice Shakeel Ahmad,
while upholding the FST
order, noted that suspen-
sion does not extinguish
the contract; therefore,
an employee cannot be
deprived of lawful remu-
neration without express
legal sanction.

The order observes
that when the govern-
ment issues an appoint-

ment order, it enters into
a binding contract of
service with the em-
ployee. Any unilateral
withholding of salary,
without the authority of
law, is inconsistent with
the terms and condi-
tions of such appoint-
ment.

Depriving a sus-
pended employee of full
pay, salary and service
benefits is not only un-
just and oppressive, but
also contrary to the ex-
press mandate of Funda-
mental Rule 53 (b)"

"In the case of a
Government servant un-
der suspension, other
than that specified in
clause (a), he shall be
entitled to full amount of
his salary and all other
benefits and facilities
provided to him under
the contract of service,
during the period of his
suspension"

"Allah,  the Al-
mighty, commands jus-
tice and forbids oppres-
sion, as ordained in the
Holy Quran

Similarly, the Holy
Quran unequivocally
prohibits the unlawful
deprivation of property
and lawful earnings, de-
claring that people
should not devour one
another's wealth and
should not withhold
from others that which is
rightfully theirs.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is
grappling with escalat-
ing internal strife appar-
ently rooted in a leader-
ship crisis, with its gen-
eral secretary emerging
as the latest target of
criticism from within the
party.Amid growing un-
ease, he has reportedly
assured detractors that
he would request the
party's incarcerated
founder to relieve him of
his charge, according to
two party leaders hold-
ing organisational port-
folios, one in Punjab and
the other at the Centre.

With the PTI's ac-
tual decision-makers' ag-
gressive posturing hav-
ing brought the party to
a near breaking point, a
crisis of trust has sur-
faced across its ranks
and file.

Several leaders told
The Express Tribune
that resistance was no
longer seen as a viable
option for the party.

However,  confu-
sion persists over
whether the option
should be abandoned
entirely, as some believe
the threat of mass resis-
tance must remain intact
to provide leverage
whenever the party de-
cides to sit across the
table with the powers
that be.

These divergent

strategic approaches
have led many within the
party to conclude that
General Secretary
Salman Akram Raja was
not living up to expecta-
tions, particularly given
his polite and composed
demeanour.

According to a
party office-bearer from
Punjab, Raja was con-
fronted by some mem-
bers of an internal group
who demanded his res-
ignation over what they
described as his failure
to lead the party
effectively.Responding
to the criticism, the
source said Raja assured
his detractors that he
would place the matter
before party founder
Imran Khan and request
him to bring in someone
from the youth to relieve
him of the charge so that
he could refocus on his
legal practice, which had
suffered due to his po-
litical commitments.

The source further
claimed that Raja, who
enjoys full support from
Aleema Khan, Imran
Khan's sister, has no ex-
perience in running a
political party, let alone
steering it out of a cri-
sis. "Their plan is legal
firefighting, which is
going to take the party
nowhere," the source
said.

PTI's Central

ment, "An appropriate
and measured response
will be taken at a suitable
time."

Earlier Sunday, the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting said
Pakistan had “conclu-
sive evidence” that re-
cent attacks were carried
out by terrorists de-
scribed as “Khawarij” on
the instructions of Af-
ghanistan-based leader-
ship.

“In the aftermath of
recent suicide bombing
incidents in Pakistan,
including Imambargah

Spokesperson Sheikh
Waqas Akram, however,
rejected the notion of
any calls for the general
secretary's resignation.

Talking to The Ex-
press Tribune, he said
that isolated voices of
estranged office-bearers
should not be construed
as internal strife, adding
that the entire leadership
was operating in accor-
dance with the guide-
lines of party founder
Imran Khan.

A senior party
leader and key office-
bearer endorsed Sheikh
Waqas Akram's asser-
tion that the WhatsApp
altercation was an iso-
lated incident.

However, he noted
that sentiment against
both the acting chairman
and the general secre-
tary existed internally,
even if such demands
had not yet been
verbalised. He acknowl-
edged that Raja's legal
practice had suffered
since joining the party,
saying his sacrifices
should not be over-
looked.

"He is a loyalist,
and people like him are
an asset in any party,"
the leader said, adding
that Raja lacked the po-
litical acumen required
to create the much-
needed elbow room for
the party.

at Islamabad, one each
in Bajaur and Bannu fol-
lowed by another inci-
dent today in Bannu dur-
ing the holy month of
Ramazan, Pakistan has
conclusive evidence that
these acts of terrorism
were perpetrated by
Khawarij on behest of
their Afghanistan-based
leadership and han-
dlers,” the ministry said.

It added that re-
sponsibility had been
claimed by Afghanistan-
based members of the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan, their affiliates, and
Islamic State-Khorasan
Province.

Pakistan said it had
repeatedly urged
Afghanistan’s interim
Taliban authorities to
stop terrorist groups
from using Afghan terri-
tory to launch attacks,
but “no meaningful ac-
tion” was taken.

“Despite repeated
efforts by Pakistan to
urge the Afghan Taliban
Regime to take verifiable
measures to deny use of
Afghan Territory by ter-
rorist groups and foreign
proxies to carry out ter-
rorist activities in Paki-
stan, the Afghan Taliban
Regime failed to under-
take any substantive ac-
tion against them,” the
ministry said.

NEWS DESK: Cen-
tral Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP)
Dr Imran Khan on
Sunday ordered the
suspension of five cops
for their alleged in-
volvement in the cus-
todial torture of a man
at the city’s
Sharifabad police sta-
tion.

According to a
statement issued by
the Sindh Police’s Cen-
tral District branch,
SSP Imran took seri-
ous notice of the al-
leged incident and is-
sued directives for the
five cops to be sus-
pended.

The statement
noted that an initial in-
quiry was conducted
by the Liaquatabad
sub-divisional police
officer (SDPO) on
the orders of the Cen-
tral SSP.

According to the
probe, four personnel
of Sindh Police’s
Shaheen Force and a
sentry of the
Sharifabad police sta-

tion were found to be
involved in the torture.

“All five personnel
were immediately sus-
pended and the [case]
was closed, while fur-
ther departmental in-
quiry is under way,”
the Central District
police statement read.

“Further depart-
mental action will be
taken after the inquiry
has been completed,”
it added.

SSP Imran
warned, “Unlawful
and unethical
behaviour towards
citizens would not be
tolerated, and indis-
criminate action will
be taken against police
officers and personnel
violating the law.”

On Wednesday, a
large number of
people gathered out-
side the Karachi Press
Club on Wednesday
to protest the killing of
a man during an al-
leged encounter by the
Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD).

The protest and a

petition before the
Sindh High Court
(SHC) came after the
CTD said its officials
had conducted a raid
on a house in Shah
Latif Town on a ter-
rorist hideout.

However, the
man’s family said the
deceased was a stu-
dent who was earlier
arrested by law en-
forcers and termed it
a “fake encounter”.

Earlier this month,
PTI leaders presented
journalists with what
they described as
“evidence”

of torture alleg-
edly inflicted on them
during their detention
under the Mainte-
nance of Public Order
(MPO) Ordinance.

In October 2025,
seven policemen were
suspended after a
“teenage boy”

died under contro-
versial circumstances
in the custody of the
Special Investigation
Unit (SIU) of Sindh
Police.

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan and the United
States on Saturday ex-
pressed the desire to
enhance economic
cooperation, espe-
cially in the fields of
trade and investment,
according to the fi-
nance ministry.

In a post on the
social media platform
X, the ministry said
that a delegation led
by Finance Minister
M u h a m m a d
Aurangzeb met US
Commerce Secretary
Howard A. Lutnick in
Washington.

It said that fi-
nance minister was
accompanied by the
commerce secretary,
Pakistan’s ambassa-
dor to US, and trade
and economic minis-
ters.

“Both sides ex-
pressed the desire to
enhance our eco-
nomic cooperation,
especially in the fields
of trade and invest-
ment, besides discuss-
ing the USA’s interest

in investing in fields of
information and com-
munication technology,
mining, minerals and
energy,” the ministry
said.

According to the
ministry, Aurangzeb
appreciated the role of
the US Chamber of
Commerce in

organising the US-Pa-
kistan Trade and In-
vestment Forum,
which will take place
on March 31 and will
be attended by re-
nowned companies
and ministerial repre-
sentation from both
countries.

He expressed the

hope that the office of
the US commerce
secretary would also
participate in the fo-
rum, the ministry said.

“Both sides reiter-
ated their commitment
to further their en-
gagements on invest-
ments in major
projects in the coming

months,” it concluded.
Earlier this week,

the two countries
signed a
memo--randum of un-
derstanding (MoU) to
launch a structured
framework for coop-
eration on the future
of the Roosevelt Ho-
tel in New York.


