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274 Afghan Taliban Killed as Pakistan Repulses
Attacks in Operation Ghazab Lil Haq

NEWS DESK:

Islamabad,Pakistan’s armed
forces have achieved notable
successes in their border secu-
rity campaign against Afghan
Taliban-linked militants, with sig-
nificant casualties inflicted on at-
tackers while maintaining strict
restraint to safeguard civilian
lives, according to the military’s
official media wing.

In a comprehensive media
briefing on Friday, Lieutenant
General Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry,
Director General of Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR), con-
firmed that Operation Ghazab Lil
Hagq is progressing well and de-
livering the intended outcomes.
Pakistani troops effectively

pushed back insurgent advances
at 53 locations along the Paki-
stan-Afghanistan border, dealing
decisive blows to the militants.

Lt Gen Chaudhry reported
that 274 Taliban operatives were
killed and more than 400 sustained
injuries in the engagements. Pa-
kistani forces also destroyed 73
militant outposts and secured
control of 18 others.

In addition, 115 tanks and
armored vemcles deployed by [he

groups.

“Great care was taken

throughout to ensure no harm

came to civilians, and no civilian

damage was reported,” he empha-
ized.

While outlining these gains,
Lt Gen Chaudhry acknowledged
the human cost on the Pakistani
side. Twelve soldiers lost their
lives, 27 were wounded, and one
remains missing in action, he
stated. Turning to the broader im-

Pakistan will hold the ruling
regime in Kabul fully accountable
for any terrorist attack launched
from Afghan territory, Lt Gen
Chaudhry declared. “If any such
incident occurs inside Pakistan,
we will take direct action against
the Afghan Taliban,” he said.

He urged the Taliban authori-
ties to make an unambiguous
choice.

The regime must decide be-
tween aligning with banned ter-

ing the Clashes,

The ISPR chiefexplained that
targeted actions took place at 22
sites across Kandahar, Kabul,
Paktia and adjacent areas.

These precision strikes fo-
cused on dismantling terrorist lo-
gistics bases and temporary shel-
ters used by anti-Pakistan

plications, the military
son issued a clear message to the
‘Afghan Taliban leadership, con-
demning their recent hostile state-
ments.

He noted that such rhetoric
echoes patterns of aggression
seen in the past and warned that
Pakistan would respond firmly to
any threats.

rorist

Tehreek-c-Taliban Pakistan (”[TP)
Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA), Islamic State (Daesh), and
Al-Qaeda—or prioritizing stable
relations with Pakistan. This po-
sition has been repeatedly con-
veyed by the Pakistani govern-
ment at the highest levels, he
added.

Reaffirming national unity, Lt
Gen Chaudhry concluded with a
strong message of resolve:

Pakistan’s security and interests
will always remain the top prior-

g

The country and its defend-
ers have never hesitated to make
sacrifices and stand ready to pro-
tect the homeland at all costs.

The briefing comes as secu-
rity concerns along the shared
border continue to draw interna-
tional attention, with Pakistan
consistently stressing the need
for the Afghan side to curb cross-
border militancy.

This operation underscores
Pakistan’s firm stance on defend-
ing its sovereignty while calling
for responsible behavior from its
western neighbor to ensure long-
term regional stability.

Senate passes
resolution
condemning
unprovoked Afghan
Taliban aggression,
calls on Kabul to
cease hostile acts

NEWS DESK:

The upper house of Parliament
on Friday unanimously adopted
aresolution that condemned the
unprovoked aggression by the
Afghan Taliban, and demanded
that the neighbouring country
immediately cease all hostile ac-
tions and prevent the use of its
soil for terrorism or aggression
against Pakistan

The House, through the reso-
lution moved by PPP Parliamen-
tary Leader Sherry Rehman, con-
demned the recent unprovoked
aggression and hostile cross-bor-
der actions from Afghanistan, de-
scribing them as blatant viola-
tions of international law, estab-
lished diplomatic norms, and the
principles  of  peaceful
neighbourly relations.

The Senate declared that any
attempt to challenge the sover-
eignty, territorial integrity, or na-
tional security of Pakistan con-
stituted a direct affront to the dig-
nity of the nation and would be
met with a firm, proportionate,
and decisive response.

“For over forty years, Paki-
stan has borne extraordinary eco-
nomic, social, and security bur-
dens in hosting millions of Afghan
nationals, extending humanitarian
assistance, facilitating peace ef-

forts, and consistently advocat-
ing for Afghanistan’s stability in
international forums often at im-
mense cost to its own national
development and internal secu-
rity,” it said.

It expressed deep disappoint-
ment that instead of reciprocal
goodwill, Pakistan continued to
face hostile rhetoric, cross-bor-
der violations, and the persistent
presence of anti-Pakistan terror-
ist elements operating from Af-
ghan soil, reflecting a troubling
pattern of ingratitude and disre-

gard for bilateral
understanding,s,“while Pakistan
remains committed to construc-
tive engagement, regional peace,
and mutually respectful relations,
its patience must not be miscon-
strued as weakness, nor its de-
sire for stability mistaken for in-
ability to respond decisively,” the
resolution said.

It demanded that the Afghan
Taliban regime immediately cease
all hostile actions, prevent the
use of Afghan soil for terrorism
or aggression against Pakistan,
and honour their m\ematmnal

to

Balochistan Home Department Imposes Province-Wide
Drone Ban Under Section 144

News Desk:

The Government of Balochistan,
through its Home Department,
has imposed an immediate prov-
ince-wide ban on the use, pos-
session, and operation of drones,
UAVs, quadeopters, camcopters,
and all other remote-controlled
acrial devices across Balochistan.

According to an official no-
tification, the ban has been en-
forced due to serious security
concerns, including the risk of
surveillance, espionage, trans-
portation of prohibited and explo-
sive materials, spreading fear and
panic, and disruption of law and

order.

The Home Department
stated that the decision was es-
sential to ensure public safety and
protect sensitive installations,
public gatherings, and the move-
ment of important personalities
and convo;

The Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Home) exercised powers
under Section 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898, to im-
pose the restriction, which has
come into effect immediately and
will remain in force until further
orders.The notification directed
the police and Frontier Corps to
ensure strict implementation of

the ban.
Violators will face legal ac-
tion under Section 188 of the Pa-

kistan Penal Code and other ap-
plicable laws. Deputy Commis-
sioners have been instructed to

submit daily compliance reports
to the Home Department.
The ban does not apply to

authorized police, Frontier Corps,
and other law enforcement agen-
cies performing official duties.

peaceful coexistence.

The Senate also called upon
the international community to
take serious note of these devel-
opments and to urge the Afghan
Taliban regime to adhere to inter-
national norms and prevent fur-
ther destabilisation of the region.

Speaking in the Senate,
Rehman said that Pakistan had
exercised maximum restraint and
upheld all diplomatic avenues, but
recent hostile actions from Af-
ghan soil had compelled the state
to respond within the framework
of the international law.

“The agreements that the Af-
ghan Taliban signed in Doha have
now been forgotten. Everyone
can see the level of adherence to
the commitments made in the
presence of important stakehold-
ers,” she remarked.

he emphasised that “Paki-
stan did not close the door on
diplomacy at any stage, but was
forced to respond”.

“Under Article 51 of the
United Nations Charter, every
country has the right to defend
itself,” she said.

“A fundamental question
before Afghanistan is whether it
accepts responsibility for its own
territory or not.

She strongly rejected the
mischaracterisation of Pakistan’s
defensive measures.

Meanwhile, PTI Parliamen-
tary Leader Barrister Syed Ali
Zafar said, “Pakistan always
comes first and that the entire
Pakistani nation stands united
against terrorism.”
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Balochistan High Court
Opens the Doors of Justice
Wider Than Ever Before

LW

Long queues, pro-
cedural delays, and
administrative hurdles
made the process dif-
ficult, especially for
people from remote
districts of the prov-
ince.

With digital com-
munication now for-
mally integrated, citi-
zens, litigants, and
counsel will be able to
request and access

— introducing a dedi-
cated WhatsApp num-
ber and email address
for public complaints
— marks a meaning-
ful shift toward open-
ness, accessibility, and
public empowerment
within the judicial sys-
tem.
Thls is not just a
| reform; itis

ByMusavirDurrani:
Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make
consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-

Qur’an
Clearly Forbids
= F o r c e

Marriages.Allah
states in Surah An-
Nisa:“O you who be-

misconduct, delays, or | lieve, it is not lawful

unfair  treatment. [ for you to inherit L 1
Many people lacked | women against their sent is mandatory. advise,but they have
the courage, re-| will.”(Qur’an4:19) Hadith  Refer- absolutelyno power to

force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they“know what is
best,” they cannot

This verse was ences: Sahih al-
revealed toabolish the Bukhari, Hadith 5138.
jahiliyyah practice of Sahlh Musllm Hadith
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

sources, or channels to
raise such concerns.
This mechanism
now provides them a
safe and accessible
option, reinforcing the
idea that justice is a
right, not a privilege.
The Balochistan
High Court deserves

These narrations
all confirm that the
Prophet (PBUH) al-
lowed the woman to
annu] her forced mar-

their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the per-
son getting married.

One  narration

copies far
more easily.

This single step
reduces barriers that
have existed for years
and ensures that jus-
tice is not only done —
but also seen to be
done.

Equally important
is the ability for citi-
zens to file complaints
directly against lower
Jjudiciary officials or
court staff if they face

an invitation for citi-
zens to engage di-
rectly with the justice
system in ways that
were previously diffi-
cult, time-consuming,
and often intimidating.

For decades, ob-
taining certified copies
of court judgments
was a frustrating or-
deal for clients and
even for experienced
lawyers.

for taking
a forward-looking ap-
proach to judicial
transparency.
embracing
technology, the court
has empowered the
public, strengthened
accounlablllly, and
made justice more ap-
proachable for mil-
lions. This is a good
step — one that brings
the judiciary closer to
the people it serves.

Prophetic  Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid.

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)
complaining that her
father had married
herwithout her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-

Statements such
as: “If you don’t marry
this one, who will
marry you?”. “You
have no choice.” “Do
it forfamily honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”These are
pure emotional ma-
nipulation, and Islam
does not allow it. Emo-
tional or Psychological

Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-

cven states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that
fathershave no right to
force their daughters.

Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.

Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and

override the choice of

riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even
emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or
threats
is invalid (Batil) in
Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet  (PBUH)
annulledmarriages
done without consent.
Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
‘Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby
girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in  the
ground,we bury their

Forced Marriage in Islam: A Clear
Violation of Women’s Rights and
Human Dignity

dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”When a
girl is forced into a
marriage, pressured
emotionally, or told she
has no other choice,
we destroyher life
while she is still alive.
This is the new form
of burying women
alive, and Islam came
to end thisinjustice
completely.Forced
marriage has no place
in Islam. It is against
the Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
thedignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but nevercontrol
or force marriage
decisions.“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”.

How Al Is Making Modern Production Smarter and Faster

tracking,
Al is changin, glhe way llghlmg adjustments,
we create and collabo- and virtual set design.

rate, with 41% 1 of
brands already using it
for video production.
Production teams now
have to create more con-
tent faster than ever.
Staying on track while
keeping ideas fresh is a
daily challenge. Al is
changing how produc-
tion teams plan, shoot,
and edit. It’s making the
process faster, smarter,
and more creative.

As the need for
faster content grows, Al
is becoming a key tool

Finally, in post-produc-
tion, it streamlines edit-
ing, color correction,
sound design, and even
creates advanced visual
effects.

Major studios such
as Netflix and Warner
Bros. are now using Al-
driven tools to analyze
audience preferences,
optimize workflows, and
enhance storytelling. As
a result, Al has shifted
from beinga simple tech-
nical assistant to becom-
ing an essential force
in modern studios. It shaping the future of
helps creators stayup to  modern media produc-
date with new trendsand  tion.
what audiences want. Why Production
Studios are using Al to Houses Are Turning to
work faster and save Al
money. According to
Deloitte’s2 2024 report,
429% of executives say it
boosts efficiency and
productivity.

Let’s explore how Al
is changing production
from planning to editing.
You’ll learn how it saves
time, cuts costs, and
boosts creativity. By the
end, you'll see how it’s
‘making modern produc-
tion smarter and faster.

The Evolution of AT
in Media Production

Alin media produc-
tion has evolved rapidly
over the years. Initially,
it served as a basic tool
for handling repetitive
tasks such as video ed-
iting, adding visual ef-
fects, and creating com-
puter_graphics. Over
time, it has transformed
into a powerful creative
partner that now sup-
ports teams at every
stage of production.

In the beginning, A
was mainly used for CGI,
video automation, and
voice synthesis. These
tools helped save time
but still required signifi-
cant human input. Today,
Al plays an active role
across pre-production,
production, and post-
production, making the
entire process more effi-
cient and consistent.

During pre-produc-
tion, it assists with
scriptwriting, budget-
ing, and storyboarding.
In production, it en-

Production houses
are facing rising costs
and tighter schedules.
Keeping up with dead-
lines while staying cre-
ative has become a ma-
jor challenge. To stay
efficient, many studios
are now using Al to
manage time and60% of
post-production studios
utilize Al-powered edit-
ing tools to reduce edit-
ing time. reduce ex-
penses. This trend is
growing rapidly as the
global Al in media and
entertainment market is

projected to reach $34.1
bllll0n3 by2027.

The demand for
quick content is also in-
creasing.

Streaming plat-
forms compete to release
new shows faster, put-
ting pressure on produc-
tion teams. At the same
time, 65% of advertising
agencies are already us-
ing Al tools for content
creation, showing how
quickly ‘the industry is
adapting to new tech-
nology. There is also a
shortage of skilled post-
production profession-
als. Al tools step in to
handle repetitive work
like cutting scenes or
syncing dialogue. This
gives creative teams
more time to focus on
storytelling and innova-
tion while keeping
projects on schedule
and within budget.

How Production

—_—
Houses Are Using Al

Alis changing how
production houses work
from start to finish. It
supports every stage of
filmmaking, from plan-

and shooting to
and final
delivery.In Pre-
ProductionAl s making
the Fre production
stage faster and more
creative. Writers now
use tools like ChatGPT,
Jasper, and Sudowrite to
draft scripts or explore
story ideas. In fact, 60%
of film studios are explor-
ing Al-driven
scriptwriting tools to
speed uj 1 i
and script development.
These tools help gener-
ate dialogue, plot twists,
and creative concepts in
minutes, saving time
while keepmg creativity
flowing.

Storyboarding and
concept visualization
have also become easier.
Tools like Midjourney,
Runway ML, and Pika
Labs turn written ideas
into visuals, helping di-

see how scenes might
look before filming be-
gins. This makes plan-
ning smoother and re-
duces the need for
costlyrevisions later.
Alis also improving
casting and budgeting.
Some tools analyze data
to predict how well an
actor will connect with
audiences. Al software
like Celtx and
StudioBinder helps plan
budgets and schedules.
These tools make it
easier for studios to
manage costs, track
spending, and stay on
time.In Pmducuon

annually by 2027,

Virtual production
is becoming more com-
mon. Tools like Unreal
Engine and NVIDIA
Omniverse allow film-
makers to create realis-
tic digital environments
before filming begins.
These virtual sets save
time, cut costs, and give
teams more creative free-
dom, especially for large-
scale or fantasy
projects.

Al supports crews
during filming. Voice rec-
ognition systems can
follow script lines or ad-
just camera settings
through simple voice
commands.

As a result, on-set
work becomes smoother,
and the crew can focus
more on storytelling
rather than technical de-
ai

like cutting, syncing,
and scene detection.
Smart apps can identify
key moments and
streamline workflows,
helpmg editors focus on
storytelling.

Al also improves
color grading and sound
editing. It can automati-
cally balance colors, re-
fine lighting, remove
background noise, and
sync soundtracks. Even
some free tools can ap-
ply complex color grad-
ing for a consistent
look. These features
save time and make the
final product polished
and professional.

In addition, Al en-
hances VFX, CGI and
localization. It removes
green screens, fills miss-
ing frames, and gener-
ates realistic effects
quickly. Voice tools like
Resemble.ai and
ElevenLabs speed up
dubbing and transla-
tions for multiple lan-
guages.

The use of Al in
video editing has re-
duced production time

Al i
the wayﬁlms are shot on
set. For example, Al-
powered cameras can
automatically track ac-
tors, adjust framing, an¢
optimize lightingin real
time. This helps direc-
tors capture perfect
shots faster and reduces
the need for repeated
takes. According to
MarketsandMarkets4,
the use of Al cameras in
film production is ex-
pected to grow by 22%

In Post-Production

This phase gets a
big boost from Al espe-
cially in editing and
sound design. Tools like
Runway ML, Adobe Pre-
miere Pro Al, and
Descript automate tasks

rectors and producers

by an average of 30%,
showing how much it
improves efficiency.

Al also helps with
versioning and distribu-
tion. It can create mul-
tiple edits for different

platforms like social me-

la V, or YouTube
Shorts. This allows stu-
dios to repurpose con-
tent easily and deliver it
quickly. Overall, Al
makes post-production
faster, more precise, and
more creative.

Case Studies: How
Al Is Shaping Modern
Production

Case Study 1: Netflix
Builds a Cloud-Based
VFX Studio

Netflix, one of the
biggest entertainment
companies in the world,
began producing its
own content in 2012, To
make collaboration
easier, the company
wanted to create a visual
effects (VFX) studio in
the cloud. This would let
artists from different
countries work together
without being limited by
location.

Using NICE DCV
and Amazon EC2 G4 in-
stances, Netflix built fast
and secure remote work-
stations. These cloud
tools allowed artists to
edit, animate, and render
with high-quality visuals
while keeping perfor-
‘mance smooth. The sys-
tem helped Netflix move
from testing to full pro-
duction in just one year.

By using AWS,
Netflix reduced costs
and technical barriers
for creators. The com-
pany could now attract
top VFX and animation
talent from anywhere in
the world. This innova-
tion showed how cloud
and Al tools can trans-
form modern film pro-
duction.

Case Study 2:
Cropify’s Al Innovation
in Grain Grading

In South Australia,
Anna Falkiner and An-
drew Hannon founded
Cropify to make grain
testing faster and more
accurate. Traditional
testing relied on human
inspection, which often
caused mistakes and
disagreements.

The founders
wanted a smarter Al-
based way to grade
crops.

Working with the
Australian Institute for
Machine  Learning
(AIML), they built AT
software that could ana-
Iyze grain samples in sec-
onds. Their system re-
duced testing time from
24 minutes to just 90 sec-
onds and achieved 98%
accuracy. This made the
grain supply chain faster
and more reliable.

In 2024, Cropify
raised $2 million AUD
from investors to expand
its technology. Their
success proved that Al
can bring real value to
agriculture by making
testing fairer, faster, and
more  consistent.
Falkiner advises busi-
nesses to focus on real
problems first and then
see if Al is the right so-

Case Study 3:
’s Next
Entertainment’s Use of
Al in Creative Produc-
tion
What’s Next Enter-
tainment is redefining
how film production
teams approach creati
ity and pre-production.
To make their workflow
smoother and boost cre-
ative output, the com-
pany uses Al tools like
Midjourney an,
ChatGPT in its daily pro-
cess.

During the early
stages of filmmaking,
the  team  uses
Midjourney for
storyboarding and vi-
sual exploration. It helps
them create detailed vi-
sual references, test
color palettes, and
shape the overall look
and feel of each scene
before production be-
gins. This saves time
and improves collabora-
tion among directors,
designers, and cinema-
tographers.
Meanwhile,

ChatGPT supports ide-
ation and research. The
team uses it to study
brands, conduct com-
petitive analysis, and
refine their sentence
structures and ideas for
better storytelling.




INTERNATIONAL

Saturday,February.28.2026

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Iran urges US to drop ‘excessive demands’ to reach deal

NEWS DESK:Iran said
on Friday that in order
to reach a deal, the
United States will have
to drop its “excessive
demands”, tempering
the optimism expressed
after talks seen asa last-
ditch bid to avert war.

The Oman-medi-
ated talks follow repeated
threats from US Presi-
dent Donald Trump to
strike Iran, and with the
United States conduct-
ing its biggest military
build-up in the region in
decades.

Trump, on February
19, gave Iran 15 days to
reach a deal, and while
Iran has insisted the dis-
cussions focus solely on
its nuclear programme,
the US wants Tehran’s
missile programme and
its support for armed
groups curtailed.

The Wall Street
Journal reported on
Thursday that Trump’s
negotiating team would
demand that Iran dis-
mantle its three main
nuclear sites and hand
over all its remaining
enriched uranium to the
United States.

Without specifying
what demands he was
referring to, Iran’s For-
eign Minister Abbas
Araghchi on Friday told
his l:gypuan counter-
part that “success in this
path requires serious-
ness and realism from

the other side and
avoidance of any mis-
calculation and exces-
sive demands™.

Following the talks
in Geneva on Thursday,
Araghchi told state TV
that the negotiations
“made very good
progress and entered
into the elements of an

agreement very ser
ously, both in the
nuclcar field and in the
sanctions field”.He said
the next round would
take place in “perhaps

s than a week”, with
technical talks at the
UN’s nuclear agency to
begin in Vienna on Mon-
day.

Omani  Foreign
inister Badr Albusaidi
also announced techni-
cal discussions were to
be held next week in
Vienna.
“We have finished
the day after significant
progress in the negotia-
tion between the United
States and Iran,” he said

ina post on X.

Araghchi, in a post
on X, called the latest
round of talks “the most
intense so far”.

“It concluded with
the mutual understand-
ing that we will continue
to engage in a more de-
tailed manner on matters
that are essential to any

, X -~
deal — including sanc-
tions termination and
nuclear-related steps,”
he wrote.

UN nuclear chief
Rafael Grossi joined the
negotiations, a source
close to the talks told
AFP.

“Big lies”
US  President

Donald Trump said in his
State of the Union ad-
dress that Iran had “al-
ready developed mis-
siles that can threaten
Europe and our bases
overseas, and they’re
working tobuild missiles
that will soon reach the
United States of
America”.

e also accused
Iran of “pursuing sinis-
ter nuclear ambitions™,
though Tehran has al
ways insisted its
programme is for civilian
purposes.

The accusations
were delivered in the
same forum in which
then-President George
W. Bush laid out the
case for the invasion of
Iraq in 2003,

The Iranian foreign
ministry called these
claims “big lies”.

On Wednesday, US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said that Iran is
“not enriching right now,
but they’re trying to get
to the point where they
ultimately can”, adding
that Tehran “refuses” to
discuss its ballistic mis-
sile programme and
“that’s a big problem”.

Iran’s President
Masoud Pezeshkian in-
sisted ahead of the talks
that the Islamic Repub-
lic was not “at all” seek-
ing a nuclear weapon.

US Vice President
JD Vance told the Wash-

ington Post on Thurs-
day there was “no
chance” that a long-
threatened strike on Iran
would result “in a
Middle Eastern war for
years with no end in
sight”.
Parallel to the talks
is a dramatic US military
buildup in the region,
with the USS Gerald R.
Ford, the world’s largest
aireraft carrier, sent to
the Mediterranean this
week.Washington cur-
rently has more than a
dozen warships in the
Middle East: one aircraft
carrier — the
Abraham Lincoln —
nine destroyers, and
three other combat
ships.

Itis rare for there to
be two US aircraft carri-
ers in the region.

e maximum range
of Iran’s missiles is 2,000
kilometres, according to
what Tehran has pub-
licly disclosed.

However, the US
Congressional Research
Service estimates they
top out at about 3,000
km — less than a third
of the distance to the
continental United
States.A previous at-
tempt at negotiations
collapsed when Israel
launched strikes on Iran
last June, beginninga 12-
day war that the US
briefly joined to bomb
Iranian nuclear sites.

UN says Israel aims to bring about

demographic change in Palestine

NEWS DESK:Israel’s
actions in the occupied
‘West Bank and the Gaza
Strip seem aimed at cre-
ating “permanent demo—
graphic change”,

rights chief Volker Turk
said on Thursday.

“Taken together,
Israel’s actions appear
aimed at making a perma-
nent demographic
change in Gaza and the
West Bank, raising con-
cerns_about cthnic
cleansing”, Turk said in
aspeech before the UN's
Human Rights Council
in Geneva.

Turk pointed in pa
ticular to an ongoing,
year-long Israeli military
operation in the West
Bank’s north that has
caused the displacement

of 32,000 Palestinians.
Elsewhere in the West
Bank, entire Bedouin
herder communities
have been displaced by
increasing harassment
and violence from Israeli
settlers, including near
Mikhmas to the east of
Ramallah, and Ras Ein al-
Auja, in the Jordan Val-
ley, since the start of the
year.

In addition to
roughly three million
Palestinians, more than
500,000 Israclis live in
settlements and out-
posts in the West Bank,
which are considered il-
legal under international
law.

" Far- -right minister
Smotrich vows to en-
courage ‘emigration’

from Palestinian
territorieslsrael has ap-
proveda series of initia-
tives this month backed
by far-right ministers, in-
cluding launching  pro-
cess to register land in
the West Bank as “state
property” and allowing
Israelis to purchase land
there directly, in a move
condemned by several
countries as well as
Hamas.

Israel’s current
government has acceler-
ated settlement expan-
sion, approving a record
54 settlements in 2025,
according to Israeli
settlement watchdog
NGO Peace Now.

Israel has occupied
the West Bank since

‘Maximum land,
‘minimum Arabs’

In the Gaza Strip,
mostof the territory’s 2.2
million inhabitants have
been displaced at least
once since the start of
the conflict on October
7,2023. “Intensified at-
tacks, the methodical
destruction of entire
neighbourhoods and
the denial of humanitar-
ian assistance appeared
to aimat a permanent de-
mographic shift in
Gaza”, the UN human
rights office said ina re-
port last week.

Israeli far-right Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich also vowed to
encourage “emigration”
from the Palestinian ter-
ritories in February.

“We will finally, for-
mally and in practical
terms nullify the cursed
Oslo Accords and em-
bark on a path toward
sovereignty, while en-
couraging emigration
from both Gaza and
Judea and Samaria,” he
said, using the Biblical
term for the West Bank.

“There is no other
long-term solution,”
added Smotrich, who
himselflives in a settle-
ment in the West Bank.

“They want maxi-
mum land and minimum
Arabs”, Fathi Nimer, a
researcher with Palestin-
ian think tank Al-
Shabaka, said, referring
to a commonly used
phrase used to describe
Israeli settlement tactics.

8,000 died or vanished on migrant

NEWS DESK:At
least 7,667 people died
or went missing last
year on migration
routes around the
world,

but the true death
toll s likely higher, the
UN’s migration
agency reported on
Thursday.

The figure was
down on 2024 when
almost 9,200 deaths
were n.cordcd but the
International
Organi-sation for Mi-
gration (IOM) said
numbers nonetheless
reflected the “global
scale” of the crisis
faced by migrants.

“The continued
loss of life on migra-
tion routes is a global
failure we cannot ac-
cept as normal,” said
IOM Director General
Amy Pope.

She argued for
safer legal routes, add-

" “These deaths are

not inevitable.”

Funding cuts for
aid groups, crack-
downs on humanitar-
ian NGOs and limited
access to data are
making it more diffi-
cult to accurately
track deaths, the UN
agency said.

Sea crossings
such as the perilous
journey across the
Mediterranean Sea
from Afica to Europe

routes in 2025: UN

remain among the
deadliest routes for
migrants, the report
aid.

At least 2,108
people went missing
while trying to cross
the Mediterranean in
2025, and another
1,047 died or vanished
while trying to cross to
Spain’s Canary Is-
lands, according to the
OM.

The actual figures

are “llkely higher”, it
sai

Thc first  two
months of 2026 have
already seen “an un-
precedented number
of migrant deaths™

in the Mediterra-
nean, the agency
warned, with

606 people re-
corded dead on the
crossing as of Tuesday
— even as arrivals in
Italy decline sharply.
iy

Russia, China, Iran urge restraint as
Pakistan strikes Afghanistan

NEWS DESK: Rus-
sia, China,Turkey and
Iran called for re-
straint and dialogue on
Friday as the airstrike
escalated between
Pakistan and Afghani

Trump Iranian missile clalm unsupported by
US intelligence, say sources

NEWS DESK:US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
claim that Iran will soon
have a missile capable of
striking the United
States is not supported
by US intelligence re-
ports and appears to be
exaggerated, according
to three sources familiar
with the assessments.
This casts doubt on part
of his case fora possible
attack on the Islamic
Republic.In his State of
the Union address to
Congress on Tuesday,
Trump began setting out
his case to the American
public for why the US
could launch strikes
against Iran, saying
Tehran was “working on
missiles that will soon
reach” the United States.

owever, there
have been no changes,
two sources said, to an
unclassified 2025 US De-
fence Intelligence
Agency that

absolutely right to high-
light the grave concern
posed by Iran, a coun-
try (hal chnnm “death to
America’, possessing
mlercon(menlal ballistic
missiles,” said White
House spokesperson
Anna Kelly.One source
said that even if China
or North Korea— which
closely co-operate with
Iran

condition of anonymlty
to discuss sen:

telligence, said they
were unaware of any US
intelligence assess-
ments indicating that
Iran was developing a
missile capable of strik-
ing the US mainland in
the near term, though
they did not rule out the
of a new as-

Iran could take until 2035
to develop a “militarily
viable intercontinental
ballistic missile” (ICBM)
from its existing satellite-
launch vehicles (SLVs).
“President Trump is

techno-
logical assistance, Iran
would probably take up
to eight years at the ear-
liest to produce “some-
thing that is actually
ICBM-level and
operational”. The

sessment of which they
were unaware. The New
York Times first reported
that US intelligence
agencies believe Iran is
probably years away
from possessing mis-

siles that can strike the
United States. Trump’s
claim about Iran’s missile
capability came as rep-
resentatives from the US
and Iran negotiate over
Tehran’s nuclear
programme, with no sign
of a breakthrough that
could avert potential US
strikes amid a significant
military build-up in the
region. The US president
has offered little public
explanation as to why he
it lead the US into its

po .
public since the 1979
revolution.

stan foll g Paki-
stani airstrikes and the
seizure of border
posts.

Russia urged both
sides to immediately
halt cross-border at-
tacks and resolve their
differences through
diplomatic means, the
RIA news agency re-
ported, citing the for-
eign ministry. T

he ministry said
Moscow would con-
sider providing media-
tion if requested by
both partics.

Iran offered to
help “facilitate dia-
logue™ after
Is]amabad dcc]arcd

“open war” on the
Taliban government
and carried out
airstrikes on Kabul fol-
lowing border clashes.

“The Islamic Re-
public of Iran stands
ready to provide any
assistance necessary
to facilitate dialogue
and to enhance under-
standing and coopera-
tion between the two
countries,” Iranian
Foreign  Minister
Abbas Araghchi said
in a post on X.

China said it was
“deeply concerned”
by the fighting and
called for a ceasefire.
China “calls on
both sides to remain
calm and exercise re-
straint... achieve a
ceaseﬁre as soon as

ssible, and avoid fur-
lher b]oodshed" for-
eign ministry >pukc>—
woman Mao Ning said
at a regular press
briefing.

The foreign minis-
try and China’s em-
bassies in Pakistan
and Afghanistan were

“working with relevant
parties in both coun-
tries on this matter”,
she added.

Turkey called Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan
on negotiation table.

Turkish Foreign
?Minister  Hakan
?Fidan ?discussed

?the conflict between
?Afghanistan ?and
Pakistan ?in separate
calls ?on ?Friday with
?counterparts ?from
Pakistan, ?Afghani-
stan, Qatar, and
?Saudi ?Arabia, a
Turkish diplomatic
source said.

Security sources
said Pakistani forces
had targeted key mili-
tary installations of the
Afghan Taliban re-
gime in Kabul,
Kandahar and Paktia
through airstrikes
carly Fnday

also took
control ot ﬂve Afghan

s in the Paktia re-
gion, opposite South

‘aziristan, and raise
the Pakistani flag, se-
curity sources said.

Two posts were
located in Shawal, two
in Angoor Adda and

one in Zarmelan.
The  Pakistan
Army destroyed the
Afghan terminal at
Angoor Adda, while
the Afghan Charlie
post and the Afghan
Babri post were also
destroyed, according
to security sources.
The Pakistan Air
Force launched
airstrikes under “Op-
eration Ghazab Lil
Hagq”, targeting mil
tant infrastructure in
Afghanistan’s
Nangarhar province:
security sources said.
During the late
operations, two bri
gade headquarters in
Kabul were destroyed,
curity  sources
added. The Pakistan
Army also destroyed
the Afghan Taliban’s
core headquarters in

Kandahar.
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PAF commemorates 7th anniversary of Operation Swift Retort

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Pakistan Air Force
(PAF) commemorated
the 7th anniversary of
Operation Swift Retort
at Air Headquarters,

brated response in mod-
ern air warfare.
Addressing the cer-
emony, Air Chief Mar-
shal Zaheer Ahmed
Baber Sidhu, NI(M), HJ,

which desires peace with
honour”. He recalled
that seven years ago, the
aggressor miscalculated
Pakistan’s resolve and
capability by challeng-

issued by Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR).

PAF’s measured
broad daylight response
re-established credible
deterrence against a nu-

complex global and re- tion and when Pakistan’s sover-
gional security environ-  to transition intoa Next mned Systems, cignty was again chal-

ment and evolving char- ~ Generation Air Force. Electronic Warfare, lenged, PAF conducted,
acter of warfare, eAu‘ He noted that PAF  Space and Cyber assets, for the first time, full:
Chief hat its Opera- a unique  spectrum multi-domain

ince Moreh 3021, de. tional Doctrine and rap-  home-grown multi-do- operations that were pre-

marking alandmark dem-  Chief of the Air Staff, ing its sovereignty un- mencallysupenoradver—
onstration of resolve, stated that “Pakistan is der the cover of dark-
andcali- a r ible country ness, said a press release nghllghlmg the

K

spite fiscal conslrainls.
PAF has pursued com”
prehensive moderniza-

idly inducted advanced
combat and support ca-
pabilities, including in-

‘main Kill Chain. Refer-
ring to Marka-e-Haq in
May 2025, he stated that

cisely executed and de-
cisively overwhelmed
the adversary.

[RAWALPINDI: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif is being briefed on the Pnklsnn-l-
ghanistan situation by the Military leadership.

NAB recovers Rs11.56 | Crackdown intensifies
trillion in five against profiteering,
years, Senate told substandard food

ISLAMABAD (INP): dorsed by the respec- | KOHAT (INP): Authori- promptly, assuring swift
The Senate was in- tive provincial depart- | ties across Kohat Divi- action by the administra-
formed on Friday that ments. sion have intensified tion.
the National Account- Providing a year- | enforcement actions Meanwhile, in
ability Bureau (NAB) wise breakdown, Tarar | during the holymonth of Karak district, Addi-
had recovered Rs11.56 told the House that in | Ramazan to curb profi- tional Deputy Commis-
trillion during the last 2021 NAB made direct | teering and the sale of sioner (General)
five years through direct recoveries of food items, i i
recoveries, plea bar- Rs16,953.79 million, | aiming to provide maxi- along with teams from
gains, voluntary returns, ~ along with Rs48.58 mil- | mum relief to the public. ber
settlements and retrieval lion through voluntary In  Parachinar, Pakhtunkhwa Halal
of state land. Respond-  returns and Rs69,289.46 | Deputy Commissioner Food Authority, con-
ing to a question raised million under miscella- | Kurram Ashfaq Khan ducted inspections at
by Senator Talha neous recoveries. In | conducted surprise in- Mithakhel Bazaar, Niazi
Mahmood, Minister for 2022, direct recoveries | spections of major mar- Stop Culvert and Jail
Law and Justice Azam stood at Rs3,927. 19 mil- | kets, checking official Chowk.
Nazeer Tarar said the to- lion, while Rs10 million | price lists and sanitation During the inspec-
tal recoveries amounted was recovered through | conditions at bakeries, tions, the quality of
toRs11,565,257.62mil- voluntary return and | poultry shops, general cooking oil and ghee
lion and were achieved Rs554.35 million under | stores, and fruitand veg- used in preparing popu-
through coordinated ef- miscellaneous heads. | etable stalls. lar Ramazan food items
forts of NAB with the Forthe period from 2023 Several shopkeep- including kababs,
support of Federal and 02025, NAB recovered | ers were issued notices samosas and pakoras
provincial governments. ~ Rs45,002.1 1 million di- | for overcharging and  was examined.

The minister said rectly, Rs50.22 million | poor hygiene, while Two vendors were
large tracts of state land through voluntary re- | strict legal action was fined on the spot for us-

— including forest land  turn, Rs38,004.29 million | warned against viola- ing harmful oil, while
— that had remained through settlements, | tors. The deputy com- contaminated supplies
under illegal occupation  Rs10,982,000 million in | missioner also visited were confiscated and
for decades in various state land recoveries, | the district price moni- destroyed.
provinces, particularly andRs409,417.63 million | toring desk, reviewed Officials warned
Punjab and Sindh, were under miscellaneous re- complaint registers and  traders to strictly adhere
retrieved and handed coveries. The law minis- | met citizens to hear con- to government price lists
over to the relevant pro-  ter said NAB was an in- | cerns regarding rising and hygiene standards,

=3

vincial authorities. He dependent institution | prices. stressing that public
added that the recov- functioning under its He urged the public ~health and consumer re-
ered land was duly en- own legal to report profiteering liefremain top priorities.

Senate unammpusl condemns
aggression from Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): The House paid development and inter- ment, regional peace and
The Senate on Friday tribute to the bravery, nal security. mutually respectful rela-

adopted a pr lism and Expressing disap- tions, while cautioning
resolution condemning sacrifice of Pakistan’s pointment over what it that the country’s pa-
unprovoked aggression armed forces and law termeda lack of recipro- tience must not be mis-
and hostile cross-border enforcement personnel  cal goodwill, the House ~ construed as weakness,
actions originating from ~ for remaining vigilant in  referred to hostile rheto-  nor its desire for stabil-
the territory of Afghani- the defence of the ric, cross-border viola- ity mistaken for inability

stan, terming them vio- country’s borders. tions and the persistent to respond decisively.

lations of international Recalling presence of anti-Paki- The House also
law and established dip- Pakistan’s decades-I stan terrorist elements called upon the interna-
lomatic norms. engagement with Af- operating from Afghan  tional community to take

According to Kash-  ghanistan, the Senate soil, describing the situ- serious note of the de-
mir Media Service, the noted with profound re- ation as a troubling pat- velopments and urged
resolution was pre- gretthat the countryhad tern undermining bilat- the Afghan authorities

No compromise on defence of country:
President, PM

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharifhave ex-
pressed the resolve that
there will be no compro-
mise on the defence of
the country and every
aggression will be mét
with a befitting re-
sponse. In their state-
ments, they said the
State of Pakistan will not
compromise onits peace,
stability and territorial
integrity.

The President said
no one should have the
‘misconception that Paki-
stan will be coerced by
pressure or intimidation.

e further said that
today Pakistan nation
and our brave armed
forces stand like a rock
wall to protect the integ-
rity of the motherland

and its borders.

The President said
the response capability
of our armed forces is
comprehensive, timely
and decisive, and they
have the full capacity to
uproot the evil inten-
tions of the enemy.

Asif Ali Zardari said
we do not want confron-
tation, but if anyone
considers Pakistan's
peace as weakness, he
will face a strong re-
sponse.

He said for the last
five years, the ungrate-
ful Taliban regime has
been engaged in terror-
ist acts against its bene-
factor Pakistan through
its TTP terrorists.

He said all our dip-
lomatic efforts and
brotherly countries have
failed to bring this crimi-
nal gang to the correct

path. The President said
this criminal and cow-
ardly group crossed the
international border and
challenged the integrity
of Pakistan.

Asif Ali Zardari said
Pakistan, as a respon-
sible state, adopted dip-
lomatic channels and
made serious efforts to
bring this criminal gang
to the path of modera-
tion with the help of
brotherly countries, but
no positive progress
could be made.

The Prime Minister
said the people and the
Armed Forces of Paki-
stan are always ready to
protect the countrys se-
curity, sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

He said the Armed
Forces of Pakistan are
committed for not allow-
ing any kind of threat to

the peace and security
of the country.

e said our armed

forces are fully capable
of defeating aggressive
designs.
Shehbaz Sharif said
under the leadership of
the Chief of Defence
Forces and Chief of
Army Staff, Field Mar-
shal Syed Asim Munir,
the Armed Forces of Pa-
kistan are performing
their duties with national
spirit. He said the Armed
Forces of Pakistan are
equipped with profes-
sional capabilities, qual-
ity training and effective
defensive strategy and
are fully capable of deal-
ing with any internal or
external challenge.

The Prime Minister
made it clear that Paki-
stan has always pro-
moted peace.

KP CM assures border
area protection,
condemns provocation

PESHAWAR, Feb 27
(INP): Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Sohail Afridi on Friday
chaired a high-level
meeting to review the
overall law and order
situation in the province
amid tension on Pak-Af-
ghan border.

He assured that the
provincial government is
closely monitoring the
situation while remain-
ing in constant contact
with relevant authorities
and that the protection
of citizens’ lives and
property remains the top
priority.

Addressing the
meeting, the chief minis-
ter said safeguarding
every inch of Pakistan is
a collective national re-
sponsibility and vowed

amid Pak-Afghan tensions

that no compromise
would be allowed on the
security of border areas.

He strongly con-
demned any provoca-
tion or external aggres-
sion along the Pak-Af-
ghan border and empha-
sized that national secu-
tity would not be com-
promised under any cir-
cumstances.

Afridi praised the
sacrifices of police and
Counter Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) person-
nel, noting that recent
terrorist incidents de-
mand more effective and
coordinated security
measures. He directed
relevant departments to
adopt a comprehensive
strategy, assured the
provision of all neces-
sary resources.

Punjab receives
export orders of
500,000 tons potatoes

LAHORE (INP): With
the sincere efforts of
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, Punjab
has received orders for
export of more than
500,000 tons of pota-
toes. Chairing an impor-
tant meeting Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz an-
nounced  important
steps to make farmers
self-reliant including re-
covery of barren lands
in Punjab, hydroponics,
agricultural exports, trac-
tors, super seeders, so-
lanzauon Apna Khel
Apna Rozgar and sti-
pends. The meeting took
‘major decisions that will
change the fate of farm-
ers from traditional farm-
ing to modern agricul-
ture. Maryam Nawaz de-
cided to connect youth
with agriculture and ag-
riculture interns will now

be part of the 'Apna
Khet, Apna Rozgar' pro-
gram and in this ap-
proval has been given.

aryam Nawaz
Sharif gave approval to
increase the monthly s
pend of agriculture i
terns to Rs70,000.

The meeting de-
cided to introduce the
"Rooftop Hydroponics"
project for promoting
home gardening under
which 280 to 350 plants
can be planted ona two-
marla roof. The hydro-
ponics scheme will i
crease vegetable pro-
duction by 32 times.

The meeting de-
cided that 10 pilot
projects of hydroponi
scheme to be started in
Lahore and in this re-
gard, it has been decided
to contact housing so-
cieties.

ISLAMABAD: Mary Cummms, Team Leader of Mustehkam Parliament (MUP), calls on Chairman|

Senate, Yousaf Raza Gilani, at Parliament House.

sented by Senator borne significant eco- eral understandings. to adhere to interna-
Sherry Rehman and  nomic, The Senate de- tional norms and pre-
adopted by the House in social and security manded that the Afghan vent further
the presence of Senate burdens for over 40 Taliban regime immedi- ilisation of the re-
Chairman Syed Yousuf years by hosting mil- ately cease all hostile gion.

Gilani. lions of Afghan nation- actions, prevent the use Concluding the

The resolution de- als, extending humani- of Afghan territory for resolution, the Senate
clared that any attempt tarian assistance, facili- terrorism or aggression declared that it stood
to challenge Pakistan’s tating peace efforts and against Pakistan, and united beyond political
sovereignty, territorial advocating for honour international ob- divides in defence of
integrity or national se- Afghanistan’s stability ligations and commit- Pakistan’s sovereignty
curity would be consid- i international forums. ments to peaceful coex- and supported all neces-
ered a direct affront to The resolution istence. sary measures under-
the nation’s dignity and ~ stated that these efforts At the same time, taken by the state to
wouldbe met witha firm, ~ were often undertaken at  theresolution reaffirmed ~ safeguard its territorial
proportionate and deci- immense cost to Pakistan’s commitment mtegnty and national
sive response. Pakistan’s own national ~to constructive engage-

UN leaders, Russia call on Pakistan,
Afghanistan to cease fire

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Top UN officials have
expressed concern over
the cross-border
clashes between Taliban
militants and Pakistani
security forces, and
called for dialogue and
to resolve

TTEIT Y
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HYDERABAD: Senior Provincial Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit Sindh Sharjeel
Inam Memon talking to media at HPC.

their differences while
China and Russia called
on both countries to
cease firing.

UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres is
following the situation
with concern, his
spokesperson  said
Thursday.

In a note to corre-
spondents, Spokesper-
son Stephane Dujarric
said the secretary-gen-
eral urges relevant par-
ties to comply with their
obligations under inter-
national law and to en-
sure the protection of
civilians.

“Commending me-
diation efforts by several

lember States in recent
months, the Secretary-
General urges the parties
to continue to seek to
resolve any differences

through diplomacy,”
Dujarric said.

In Geneva, UN hu-
man rights chief Volker
Turk on appealed for
dialogue between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan.
“This situation calls for
urgent political dia-
logue, rather than esca-
lating the use of force,”
id the High Commis-
oner for Human Rights.

Beyond the global
body, the UN-backed
International Criminal
Court (ICC) has issued
arrest warrants for the
Supreme Leader of the
Taliban, Haibatullah

izada, and for the
Chief Justice of the
Taliban, Mr Abdul Hakim
Haqqani.

The warrant states
that there are reasonable
grounds to believe that
both men are guilty of
“ordering, inducing or
soliciting the crime
against humanity of
persecution...against
girls, women and other
persons non-conform-
ing with the Taliban’s
policy on gender, gender

identity or expression;
and on political grounds
against persons per-
ceived as “allies of girls
and women””

ra

ters on Fnday held an
urgent telephone con-
versation to discuss es-
calating tensions along
the Pakistan-Afghani-
stan border as cross-
border hostilities inten-
sified in multiple sectors
of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar spoke with
his Saudi counterpart,
Prince Faisal bin Farhan,

for-
eign ministry said the
two leaders exchanged
views on regional secu-
rityand efforts to reduce
tensions in the broader
region.

The diplomatic out-
reach came amid claims
by Islamabad that its
armed forces had carried
out extensive retaliatory
strikes following unpro-

voked firing by the Af-
ghan Taliban regime
along several points of
the frontier.

Russia has urgeed
Pakistan and Afghani-
stan to halt cross-border
attacks immediately and
resolve their differences
through diplomatic
means, the RIA news
agency reported on Fri-
day, citing the foreign
ministry.

Iran offered to help
"facilitate dialogue" to
resolve conflict between
Pakistan and Afghani-
stan after Islamabad de-
clared "open war" on the
Taliban government and
carried out air strikes on
Kabul following border
clashes.

"The Islamic Re-
public of Iran stands
ready to provide any as-
sistance necessary to
facilitate dialogue and to
enhance understanding
and cooperation be-
tween the two coun-
tries," Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas
Araghchi said in a post
onX.
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Governor Balochistan Praises Bolan Medical University’s

Rapid Growth and Expansion of Academic Programs

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan  Jafar
Khan Mandokhail met
with Vice Chancellor
Professor Dr. Shabbir
Ahmed Lehri of Bolan
University of Medical
and Health Sciences,
Quetta at the Gover-
nor House.

The meeting fo-
cused  on the
university’s recent
achievements and
overall progress in the
province’s higher edu-
cation sector.

The Governor
commended the
university’s remark-
able performance, not-
ing that its ranking has
improved from 15% to
58.5% in just two
years—a historic ac-
complishment.

He highlighted
that student enroll-
ment has now reached
4,000, reflecting the
Vice Chancellor and
his team’s consistent
efforts and strategic
planning.

Governor

4

Mandokhail  also
praised the introduc-
tion of 12 new aca-
demic programs last
year, including Nurs-
ing, Dental, and re-
cently launched Aes-
thetic Surgery

courses, which are

aligned with contem-
porary professional
requirements.

He emphasized
that equipping youth
with globally recog-
nized medical skills will

ployment opportunities
and help combat un-
employment.

He reaffirmed his
commitment to ensur-
ing a strong balance
between medical edu-

‘ e
create overseas em-

cation and modern re-
search,
aiming to establis

Bolan Medical Uni-
versity as a leading
and distinguished insti-
tution in the future of
higher education.

Balochistan High Court Seeks Progress Report on Science
College—Sariab Road Project, Orders Timely Completion

QUETTA: A two-
member bench of the
Balochistan High Court,
comprising Chief Justice
Muhammad Kamran
Khan Mullahkhel and
Justice Muhammad
Najmuddin Mengal, has
sought a detailed
progress report regard-
ing the construction of
the road and related in-
frastructure from Science
College, Hockey Chowk
to Sariab Railway Cross-
ing, directing the con-
cerned authorities to
complete the project
within the stipulated
timeframe.

During the hearing,
Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Development)
Zahid Saleem informed
the court that asphalt
base course, service
roads, cross drainage,
U-turns, and other struc-
tural works on the main
carriageway (MCW)
from Akram Hospital to
Imdad Chowk and from
Imdad Chowk to Hockey
Chowk are progressing
swifily.

According to the

report, the main asphalt
road is expected to be
completed before Eid-ul-
Fitr, while service roads,
asphalt wearing course,
and other ancillary
works will be finalized
between April 15 and
April 30, 2026.

The Project Direc-
tor apprised the court
that the storm-water
drainage scheme is 98
percent complete. Out of
15,905 meters, 15,675
meters have been com-
pleted, leaving only 230

meters pending. Simi-
larly, the asphaltic base
course has largely been
completed; however, de-
lays in the relocation of
gas pipelines at certain
points are causing ob-
stacles.

Upon the court’s in-
quiry, officials of Sui
Southern Gas Company
Limited (SSGCL), includ-
ing Makhdoom-ur-
Rehman (Manager Liti-
gation) and Engineer
Sameer Ali, assured that
the gas line relocation

would be completed
promptly.

The court directed
the Project Director to
conduct an immediate
site visit along with
SSGCL officials to re-
solve excavation and
technical matters with-
out further delay.

he court was fur-
ther informed that re-
strictions on stone
crushing and asphalt
plants around Quetta
due to judicial orders
had caused difficulties.
However, an asphalt
plant has been estab-
lished at Kach/Hanna
Road for the project. Fol-
lowing certain com-
plaints and obstacles
highlighted by the SHO
Cantt Police Station, the
court directed the Ad-
vocate General’s Office
to ensure that no hin-
drance is tolerated in the
execution of the project.

The Police
Quetta Range was also
instructed to ensure
compliance with court
directives.

The bench ordered

the Additional Chief
Secretary (Develop-
ment) to continue moni-
toring the project and
submit a progress report
along with photographic
evidence at the next
hearing.

Meanwhile, a
progress report was also
presented regarding the

of the Na-

Positive Results Emerge from
Measles-Rubella Outbreak
Response in Remote Areas of Kalat

KALAT: Positive results  service. With the sup- The collected blood
have started to emerge port of the districtadmin- ~samples, after centrifu-
from the outbreak re- istration, District Health ~gation, are being sent to
sponse against measl Officer (DHO) Kalat,and  the National Institute of
rubella in the remote vil- - Deputy DHO, the team Health laboratory in
lages of Suroand Lound  voluntarily reached the Islamabad for testing.

in Sheikhari area, UC security-compromised District Health Of-
Skalko, district Kalat. villages of Suro and ficer Kalat, Dr. Anjum

Acting promptly on  Lound. Baloch, stated that the
reports of a suspected The team con- entire village of Suro had
measles-rubella out- ducted case investiga- been chronically resis
break in far-flung and tions, active case tantto vaccination.
high-risk security areas ~searches, and 30-house However, the team
of Kalat, Deputy Com- cluster investigation: managed to mobilize the
missioner Munir Ahmed A total of 13 community for vaccina-
Durrani dispatched a measles-rubella (MR) tion and sample collec-
Rapid Response Team cases were reported on tion after considerable
(RRT)to the affected re-  the EPI Pakistan applica- effort.
gion to control the tion. Two health camps
spread of the disease. Blood samples from  were also established in

Despite difficult ter-  four suspected measles Lound and Suro vil-
rain and security chal- cases were collected, lages, where outpatient
lenges, the RRT carried  while unfortunately one ~services were provided
out opemuon; onawar death was recorded. to men and women of all
footing. To contain the out- ages.

The team was led break, 24 children aged Medicines supplied
by Mir Bilal, Monitoring  between 6 months and § ~ bythe DHO were distrib-
& Evaluation Officer, EPI  years were vaccinated uted, and community
Kalat, and included withthe MR vaccineand members were coun-
Mufti Ali Hassan, administered Vitamin A~ seled again on the impor-
Najeebullah Mengal, capsules. tance of EPI vaccines
Mir Nazar Khan Jatak, Case investigation and vaccine-prevent-
and WHO i forms were ble di (VPDs). Ef-
Muhammad Hafeez, and successfully up- forts were made to gen-
who remained actively loaded to the applica- erate vaccine demand
engaged in community tion. within the community.

Divisional Consultation Held in
Loralai on Balochistan Rangeland
Management Policy 2025-2035

LORALAI: A divi- wellasalargenumberof policy, underscoring
sional-level stakehold

tional Highway N-25
from Karachi to Chaman.
Authorities informed the
court that work is ongo-
ing and will be com-
pleted within the stipu-
lated period.

However, the over-
head bridges at Gahi
Khan Chowk and Sariab
Customs are not part of
this project but fall un-
der a separate scheme of
the C&W Department.
Reports regarding those
projects have also been
sought for the next hear-
ing.

The court ad-
journed further proceed-
ings until March 5, 2025,
and directed that copies
of the order be sent to
the relevant authorities.

farmers and citizens. that rangelands are the
ers’ consultation was The event com- backbone of the rural
held at the Municipal menced with the recita- economy and that con-
Committee Hall Loralai tion of the Holy Quran, servation of land and
to deliberate onand im-  followed by formal pro-  water resources is fun-
rove the draft of the ceedings. damental to sustainable
Balochistan Rangeland In his keynote ad- development.
Management Policy dress, Commissioner Former Chief Con-
2025-2035(Version 3.0).  Wali  Muhammad ~servator Forest (South)

The session was Bareech stated that Syed Ghulam
organized under a Euro- Balochistan’s  vast Muhammad delivered a
pean Union-funded rangelands form the comprehensive briefing
project and chaired by backbone of the on challenges and op-
Muhammad  Yousaf province’s economyand portunities in rangeland
Kakar. Participants en- livestock sector. management across
gaged in detailed discus- He emphasized that  Balochistan, while Con-
sions on actionable pro- protecting rangelands is ~ servator Forest Jafar Ali
posals for the sustain- not merely an environ- Baloch discussed key
able use, conservation, mental requirement but  features of the policy
and effective manage- essential for rural pros- and future strategies in
ment of rangelands. perity, food security, and ~ detail.

The chief guest on economic stability. Participants were
the occasion was Com- He noted that chal-  divided into four groups
missioner Loralai D lenges such as climate to  evaluate the
sion Wali change, overgrazing, strengths,

Annual Results and Parents’ Day Celebrated at Manjhi
Pur High School, DC Farida Tareen Encourages Students

NASEERABAD
(SOHBAT PUR): In
line with the effective
educational initiatives
of Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, a grand
ceremony was held at
Government  Boys
High School Manjhi
Pur on the occasion of
the annual results an-
nouncement and Par-
ents’ Day.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Sohbat Pur
Farida Tareen at-
tended the event as
the chief guest.

The ceremony
aimed to promote aca-
demic activities, en-
courage students, and
strengthen coordina-
tion between parents
and teachers.

The district ad-
ministration empha-

sized recognizing and
motivating students
who demonstrated
outstanding perfor-
mance.

A large number of
local dignitaries, par-

ents, teachers, and
community members
attended the event.
During the pro-
gram, students pre-
sented recitation of
the Holy Quran, Naat,

-
Urdu and English
speeches, national
songs, tableaux, and
various sports demon-
strations, which were
highly appreciated by
the audience.

At the conclusion
of the ceremony,
prizes and certificates
were  distributed

Bareech. and water scarcity make ~ and opportunities within
Among  others scientificmanagement of ~the draft policy and for-
present were Assistant grazing resources an ur- mulate practical recom-
Commissioner Bori gent necessity. mendations.
Nadeem Akram Baloch, He further high- Discussions  fo-
Chief Officer Municipal lighted that the Govern- cused on ground reali-
Committee Mohibullah ment of Balochistan is ties, climate change im-
Baloch, Conservator taking serious measures pacts, rangeland resto-
Forest Muhammad Amin  to restore rangelands, ration, efficient water

among position hold- | Mengal, improve management utilization, and commu-
ers, high achievers. ADC General Noor practices, nity participation.
> Digl 3 p Y p: p:
inni Ali Kakar, officials from and involve local During the ques-
and winning teams of & R 2 q
Sports Weck. the Agriculture and For- communities to tion-and-answer ses-
In her address, | 65t Departments, mem - strengthen the livestock ~sion, valuable sugges-
Deputy C bers of the farming and ~ sector and enhance em-  tions were presented re-
ty livestock loyment opportunities ~ garding policy imple-
Fanda Tareen stated 5 ploym PP g g poliey b
o 7| representatives of the inrural areas. mentation, monitorin;
that hard work, di g ; o
at hard work, disci-  (shar Movement, se- During the work-  mechanisms, and equi-

pline, and consistency
are essential elements
for success in educa-
tion.

She highlighted
the pivotal role of
teachers and parents
in shaping students’
character and aca-
demic growth.““The
event concluded with
special prayers for the
progress, prosperity,
and security of the
country and the na-
tion.

DC Zulfigar Ali Karar Chairs Cluster Committee Meeting
to Improve Education System in Naseerabad

NASEERABAD:
Deputy Commissioner
Naseerabad Zulfigar Ali
Karar chaired an impor-
tant meeting of the Clus-
ter Committee to review
educational affairs
across the district.

The meeting was
attended by District
Education Officer and
Committee Secretary
Hafizullah Khoso, Focal
Person Abdul Hakeem
Farman Magsi, ljaz Ali
Sasoli, DC’s PS Manzoor
Shirazi, and other mem-
bers. Participants con-
ducted a detailed review
of the functioning of
government schools, the
performance of the clus-
ter system, and the chal-
lenges faced by educa-
tional institutions in the

district.

Tt was informed dur-
ing the session that 42
clusters have been es-
tablished for 631 govern-

ment schools in District
Naseerabad to stream-
line academic administra-
tion, resource distribu-
tion, and monitoring

mechanisms.

Addressing _the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner and Commit-
tee Chairman Zulfiqar

Ali Karar directed that
demands based on clus-
ter requirements should
be prepared in a timely
manner and that the ten-
dering process must be
accelerated while ensur-
ing transparency.

H ized that

nior journalist Pir shop, expers claborated table resource distribu-
Muhammad Kakar, as _on the objectives of the _tion.

TENDER NOTICE :{@),‘

there should be no de-
lay in providing essen-
tial facilities to schools
so that the educational
environment can be im-
proved. He stated that
the improvement of the
education sector re-
‘mains one of the top pri-
orities of the district ad-
ministration. Teachers,
officers, and related
staffwere urged to work
in close coordination to
further enhance educa-

tional standards.
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Tensions slow Pakistani investment in Dubai real estate

NEWS DESK:Rising
tensions in the Gulf have
slowed Pakistani invest-
‘ment in Dubai’s property
market amid fears that
US military strikes on
Iran could triggera sharp
fall in prices, property
dealers in Dubai and
Karachi

Pakistanis have
long been among the
largest investors in
Dubai real estate, with
the emirate also re-
carded as a safe haven
forillicit funds. In 2023,
Pakistan ranked as the
second-largest investor
in Dubai properties,
while in 2025 it slipped
to fourth place.

Growing fears of
conflict in the Gulf have
created uncertainty
across the region, with
investors from Pakistan,
India and other Gulf
countries concerned
about the safety of bil-
lions of dollars invested
in Dubai’s property mar-
ket.

Dubai-based prop-
erty dealer Asif Chakwal
said he was not overly
concerned and did not
expect war or any direct
threat to Dubai.
Investors fear US-
Iran conflict may trigger
sharp correction in
emirate’s property pri
“There is dcﬁmtcly

concern_about tensions
in the Gulf, but things
are apparently normal.
There is no report shak
ing confidence in Dubai
properties. We are in
good  shape,”
Chakwal told Dawn.
However, property
dealers in Karachi who

trade in Dubai real estate
expressed  caution,
though they said prices
had not declined so far.

Discussions with
dealers and investors
suggested that many
il doubteda full-seale
war would break out in
the region.

Imran Memon, a
dealer with extensive ex-
perience in Dubai, said
there would be no harm
to Dubai “asit is the best
shelter for the rich of the
world, like Switzerland™.

“Not only are Indi-
ans and Pakistanis in-
vesting in Dubai proper-

ties, but the Russia-
Ukraine war has also
pushed wealthy indi-
Viduals to buy proper-
ties there,” Mr Memon
said, adding that the
conflict had prompted
investors from Eastern
l:umpc to shift capital to

It is widely believed
that a substantial
amount of illicit money
from Pakistan has flowed
into Dubai, although
many legmmme busi-
nesses and technology
companies have also re-
located there to avoid
corruption and bureau-
cratic hurdles at home.

According to a list
issued by Dubai’s Real
Estate Market on Sept
24, 2025, India ranked
first among the top 10
countries investing in
Dubai real estate, fol-
lowed by the UK, Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan, Iran,
Turkiye, Germany, Rus-
sia, China and the United
States.

The United Arab
Emirates is Pakis-tan’s
second-largest trading
partner after China and
has substantial invest-
ments in Pakistan, par
ticularly in the financial
sector.

Hundreds of thou-
sands of Pakistanis work
in the UAE, and the

He said Chinese large number of affluent country is the second-
and Iranian investors Pakistanis had invest- largest source of remit-
had also invested ments in Dubai. He re- tances to Pakistan.
heavily in the emirate, called that during the Political analysts in
including overseas Ira- 2007-08 global financial ~Pakistan believe Isracl
niay crisis, Dubai’s property could attack Iran with US

A Pakistani busi- market suffered a steep  support, potentially trig-
nessman, who declined downturn and Paki- geringaregional conflict
to be named, said he was ~ stanis lost billions of ru-  with serious economic
concerned because a pees as prices plunged. consequences.

Govt awards 11 oil, gas
exploration blocks

NEWS DESK:The Pe-
troleum Division on
Thursday signed petro-
leum concession agree-
ments and granted ex-
ploration licences for 11
onshore blocks, marking
a significant step for-
ward in advancing oil
and gas exploration ac-
tivities across the coun-

" The signing cer-
emony was held in
Islamabad, where Fed-
eral Minister for Petro-
leum Ali Pervaiz Malik
was also present.

The awarded
blocks include cight in
Balochistan, two in
Sindh and one in
Punjab.

The successful
joint venture partners
are Oil and Gas Develop-
‘ment Company (OGDC),
Pakistan Petroleum Lim-
ited (PPL),

Mari Energies, Paki-
stan Oilfields Ltd (POL)
and Prime Global Ener-
gies. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the minister for
petroleum termed the
signing of agreements a
significant milestone in
the government's efforts
to boost domestic explo-
ration, attract invest-
ment and reduce reliance

on imported energy.

c agreements
demonstrate strong in-
vestor confidence in
Pakistan's upstream po-
tential,"

the minister re-
marked and expressed
confidence that recent
discoveries would lead
to further investments in
development and pro-
duction, create employ-
ment opportunities,
stimulate economic ac-
tivity in those regions
and contribute meaning-
fully to reducing reliance
on imported energy.

He reaffirmed the
government's commit-
ment to facilitating explo-
ration activities and en-
suring a stable investor-
friendly environment for
sustainable develop-
ment of indigenous en-
ergy resources.

Mari Energies will
serve as the operator of
six blocks. It has secured
100% working interest in
five blocks — Padag,
Chagai, Dalbandin,
Merui and Merui West
— and will lead the
Ahmad Wal block as the
operator with a 60%
working interest, along-
side OGDC having 40%
interest.

PPL emerged as the
highest bidder for the
Kalat South block and
will operate it witha 40%
working interest in part-
nership with OGDC
(30%) and Mari Energies
(30%).

POL secured the
Jherruk block with 100%
working interest. OGDC,
Pakistan's largest explo-
ration and production
company,

signed agreements
for five new exploration
blocks awarded in the
bidding round held on
April 30,2025,

It will serve as the
operator in three blocks
and participate as a non-
operating joint venture
partner in two blocks.

OGDC will operate
the Kalat North block
with a 75% working in-
terest, in partnership
with Prime (25%). The
block covers parts of
Nushki, Mastung,
Kharan and Kalat dis-
tricts of Balochistan.
OGDC will also operate
the Khui-ITblock, cover-
ing Bhakkar and
Khushab districts of
Punjab, with a 60% work-
ing interest.

Mari Energies holds
the remaining 40% stake.

In the Naing: Shanfblock
in Jamshoro district of
Sindh, OGDC Wll] hold
an 80% working interest
as the operator, along-
side Prime (20%).

Meanwhile, OGDC
secured interests in two
additional blocks as a
non-operator.

In the Ahmed Wal
block in the Nushki dis-
trict of Balochistan, the
company holds a 40%
working interest, while
Mari Energies will serve
as the operator with a
60% share.

In the Kalat South
block, also in
Balochistan, OGDC has
acquired a 30% stake,
with PPL acting as the
operator with a 40% in-
terest and Mari Energies
holding the remaining
0%.

w

The block covers
Kalat, Khuzdar and Jhal
Magsi districts.

The minimum com-
mitted investment by the
successful bidders ex-
ceeds $31 million (Rs8.66
billion) over the next
three years.

In addition, more
than Rs276 million has
been committed to social
welfare initiatives in the
respective areas.

Banks

NEWS DESK:The
banking sector re-
ported cumulative
profits of Rs671 billion
in CY25, reflecting 11
per cent year-on-year
gro-wth, said a re-
search report of
Topline Securities.
Earnings expan-
sion was primarily
driven by a sharp de-
cline in interest ex-
penses, which more
than offset the reduc-
tion in interest income

Petrol, diesel prices likely to rise by
Rs7 for next fortmght

NEWS DESK:The
prices of all petroleum
products were estimated
to increase by Rs4.50 to
Rs7 per litre on Saturday
for the next fortnight
ending March 15, owing
to aslight upward trend
in the international mar-
ket.

Official sources
said the benchmark
crude prices had slightly
moved up this week in
view of regional ten-
sions.

Therefore, the price
of all products, includ-
ing petrol, high speed
diesel (HSD), kerosene
and light diesel oil
(LDO) were inching up
and set to significantly
impact the pricing pat-
tern on February 28 for
the following fortnight.

Based on existing
tax rates, the sources
said the ex-depot prices
of petrol, HSD, LDO and
kerosene had been esti-
mated to go up by about

4.50 per litre, Rs4.70,
Rs7, and Rs5 per litre,
respectively, depending
on final calculations on
Saturday.

The ex-depot petrol
price set by the govern-
ment currently stands at
Rs258.17 per litre but is
sold at more than
Rs259.30 per litre at re-
tail stations.

The official prices
for HSD currently stands
at Rs275.70 but is sold

in the retail market on
the higher side of Rs277
per litre.
The kerosene and
LDO rates currently
stand at Rs180.53 and
Rs161.72 per litre, re-
spectively. However,
kerosene oil is nowhere
sold below Rs300 per li-
tre in the open market.
Together with cus-
toms duty, the petroleum
levyand the climate sup-
port levy, the govern-
ment is currently charg-
ingabout Rs 105 per litre
taxes on petrol and
about Rs98 on HSD.
Petrol is mostly
used in private trans-
port, small vehicles, rick-
shaws and two-wheel-

ers and has a direct bear-
ing on the budget of the
middle and lower-middle
class.

While the heavy
transport sector runs on
HSD, its price is consid-
ered inflationary as it is
mostly used in heavy
transport  vehicles,
trains and agricultural
engines like trucks,
buses,

tractors, tube-wells
and threshers, and par-
ticularly adds to the
prices of vegetables and
other eatables.

Besides the petro-
leum levy, the govern-
ment is also charging
about Rs17-18 per litre
custom duty on petrol

and HSD, irrespective of
their local production or
imports.

In addition, about
Rs17 per litre distribu-
tion and sale margins are
going to oil companies
and their dealers.

Petrol and HSD are
the major revenue spin-
ners with their monthly
average sales of about
700,000-800,000 tonnes
wmpamd tojust 10,000
tonnes for kerosene.

The government re-
covered about Rs1.161
trillion through the pe-
troleum levy alone in
FY2025 and expects this
to jump by about 27pc
to Rs1.470tr during the
current fiscal year.

NEWS DESK:Ina befit-
ting response to indus-
trialists” claims about the
erosion of the prime
‘minister’s Rs4.04 per unit
tariffrelief package, the
government on Thurs-
day said it had provided
Rs15billion in free work-
ing capital to industry
for 90 days and was now
seeking to recover it
through a Rs1.78 per
unit fitel cost adjustment
(FCA) in March.

“This is not an ad-
ditional cost. You were
given a lower tariff. You
enjoyed Rs15bn in free
working capital for 90
days. Now cost recov-
ery is being done
through the FCA,” said
Rehan Akhtar, repre-
scnting the Central

wer  Purchasing
Agency (CPPA) of the
Power Division, at a
public hearing at the Na-
tional Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(Nepra).

He was responding
to a tirade by represen-
tatives of the business
community from Karachi
and Lahore — Rehan
Javed, Tanveer Barry
and Aamir Sheikh
who said the prime
minister’s Rs4.04 per unit
tariffreduction had been
partly offset bya Rs1.78
per unit higher FCA for
electricity consumed in
January and recovered
in March. They said the

Fuel cost adjustment row erupts
over PM’s power package

earn Rs671bn profits
in 2025

amid a low policy rate achieved a significant NBP (Rs35), UBL
environment, resulting  227pc YoY increase, (Rs29.5) and Meezan
in an overall increase due to increased NII Bank (Rs28).
in NIL and other supportive Habib Bank Ltd
United Bank Ltd factors like one-off recorded the highest
led the charge, record- pension charge recog-  dep of Rs5.5 tril-
ing its highest ever nizedin CY24. llon followed by UBL
profit-after-tax (PAT) Meanwhile, UBL (Rs5.1tr) and MEBL
of Rs130bn, followed achieved earnings (Rs3.3tr).
by Meezan Bank Ltd, growth of 73pc YoY On the deposit
recording a profit of followed by Bank of growth front, UBL led
Rs90.7bnand National Punjab at 18pc YoY.  with 96pc YoY in-
Bank of Pakistan with The top dividend crease in deposits, fol-
a PAT of Rs85bn. paying banks in CY25 lowed by Faysal Bank
In terms of earn- were MCB Bank (37pc) and MEBL
ings growth, NBP (Rs36 per share), (28pc).

tariffrebasing froma fis-  being recovered net additional FCA of
cal year to a calendar Mr Akhtar said Rs1.50 per unit. This
year had been intro- there was no change in would lead to a Rs2.55
duced as a facility for the cost of power sup- per unit negative adjus
consumers but was re- ply in either case. The mentin the quarterly tar-
sulting in higher FCAs lower reference fuel cost  iff after two months.
because of a lower base meant consumers were Mr Akhtar also ex-
rate. charged a lower electric- plained that 46 per cent
Mr Javed said the ity rate in January, and = of industrial consumers
FY26 reference fuel cost its actual cost would be and 35pc of agricultural
for January would have recovered in March. A consumers had availed
resulted in‘only 54 paise ~higher reference rate for ~themselves ofa cheaper
per unit in additional January would have al- incremental package,
FCA instead of Rs1.78  lowed distribution com- which resulted in 14.4pc
per unit if the base tariff panies (Discos) to (11 million units) de-
had not been shifted to chargcamghcr fuel cost mand growth. As a few
the calendar year start- in January, retain cheaper power plants —
ingJan 1, thereby impos- Rs15bn for the following ~including nuclear, LNG
ing an additional Rs1.24 two months and then and coal-based plants
per unit burden. He adjustitin March bills. — were on forced out-

feared the trend would He said that, sub- age for technical rea-
be disastrous in June for ject to Nepra’s approval,  sons, relatively more ex-
all consumers. the new Rs1.78 per unit pensive plants, includ-

Industrialists claim  FCAin March would re- ing furnace oil-based
tariff relief has eroded; place the existing 28 ones, were utilised to
govt insists Rs15bn paise per unit FCA in meet demand, leading to
“free’ working capital is  February, resultingina a higher FCA.
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Real Madrid face Man City, PSG draw Chelsea

NEWS DESK:Real
Madrid and Manchester
City will face off in a
Champions League
knockout tie for the fifth
season running after be-
ing drawn Friday to play
each other in the last 16,
while reigning champi-
ons Paris Saint-Germain
will take on Chelsea.

The Spanish giants,
record 15-time European
champions, will host
Cityin the first leg at the
Santiago Bernabeu next
‘month before travelling
to England for the return
the following week.

The clubs have al-
ready played each other
this season, with Pep
Guardiola's City winning
2-1in Madrid in Decem-
ber during the league
phase, in which the Pre-
mier League club fin-
ished eighth and Real
ninth.

That allowed City,
Champions League win-
ners in 2023, to advance

which they beat Benfica

in Champions League last 16

AD TO

Realbeat Cityinthe  They also emerged

victorious in the semi-fi

inthe firstleg  gressed straight to the

defeated the Anfield
club 1-0 in September in
the league phase.
Arsenal will come
up against Bayer
Leverkusen and
Tottenham Hotspur
were drawn to play
Atletico Madrid.
German champions
Bayern Munich will play

out stages in three con-
secutive years from 2014
t02016,

with Chelsea win-
ning the first of those
confrontations in the
quarter-finals and PSG
triumphingin the last 16
in the following two.

Their last encounter
came in July's Club
World Cup final in the ~Atalanta, the sole Italian
United States, when club left in the competi-
Chelsea won 3-0 against  tion,

ast season’s European
champions.

Chelsea have been
coached since January
by Liam Rosenior, who
had previously come up
against PSG in Ligue 1
as coach of Strasbourg,

while Norwegian
upstarts Bodo/Glimt's
reward for knocking out
Inter Milanis alast-16 tie
against Sporting of Por-
tugal.

The first legs will
take place on March 10

Meanwhile, and!l,with thesecond
Newcastle United will legs a week later.
take on Barcelona with The teams who
the first leg at St James' qualified directly for this
Park - the Spanish side ~ stage after finishing in
won 2-1 there during the  the top eight_in the
lcaguc phase in Septem-  league phase will all be
at home in the return
matches.

This season's

" There is a record

3-1 on aggregate. knockout phase play-

his is the eighth offs last season, and in
season in which the the quarter-finals on the
teams have played each way to winning the tro- stage the following year.
other since 2012. phy in 2024. PSG will beat home

straight to the last 16
while Madrid had to
come through the knock-
out phase play-offs, in

nals in 2022 with City
winning at the same

after qualifying for this
stage with a 5-4 aggre-

Tast 16 after finishing
sixth in the league

total of six English clubs

inthe last 16. Liverpool Champions League final

gate win over Ligue I ri- phase. will have a rematch will take place at the
vals Monaco in the play- The sides played against Galatasaray, the Puskas Arena in
offs. Chelsea pro- eachother inthe knock- Turkish giants having Budapest on May 30.

T20 World Cup: India aim for ‘fearless
cricket’ ahead of West Indies showdown

Bezzecchi beats Marquez in practice

NEW DESK:Marco But Bezzecchi Marquez. until he returns to full

NEWS DESK:India re-
vived their T20 World
Cup campaign with their
“fearless™ brand of
cricket ahead of a win-
ner-takes-all decider
against the West Indies
for the last semi-final
berth.

Hot favourites to
defend their title on
home soil, India
thrashed Zimbabwe by
72 runs in Chennai on
Thursday to bounce
back from their heavy
defeat against South Af-
rica in their Super Eights
opener.India’s batting,
led by opener Abhishek
Sharma’s blistering 55
and an unbeaten 50 by
Hardik Pandya, piled up
256-4, the second-high-
est total in the history of
the tournament.

In a brutal show of
power hitting, the Indian
batters demolished the
opposition bowling with
17 sixes and 17 fours at
the M.A. Chidambaram
Stadium.

India face the West
Indies, who went down
to South Africa by nine
wickets, in Kolkata on
Sunddy to decide the
second semi-finalist
from Group 1.

“We want to play
fearless cricket, the
brand of cricket we
played today and we
played since last year,”
batter Tilak Varma said.

he same intent

we want to keep in the
next game as well. And
going ahead in the tour-
nament, we take the same
intensity (forward).”
left-handed
Varma hit a 19-ball 44 as
he put together an un-
beaten 84-run stand with
Pandya, who capped off
the innings with two
sixes to raise his fifty.

It all came together
for India after they
rejigged their opening
combination with the re-
turn of Sanju Samson,
who handed the team a
quick start with his 24
off 15 balls.

The left-handed

Abhishek hit form with
his first T20 World Cup

Bezzecchi set a new proved he will be a
track record to finish force to be reckoned
fastest ahead of de- with in a practice ses-
fending world cham- sion that somehow
pion Marc Marquezin stayed mostly dry de-
practice for the sea- spite ominous dark
son-opening Thailand ~clouds and rumbles of
Molo(JP on Friday. thunder.The Italian
Aprilia's came through at the
Bezzecchi  roared end of the session to
round the Buriram update his own track
coursein 1 min28.526 record, which he set in
to top the pre n testing last
timesheets, 0.421 sec week.He was also
in front of Ducati's faste: in the
morning's free

second-placed
pracuce 'VR46's Fabio
Di Giannantonio was
third-fastest in the af-
ternoon session, fol-
lowed by

launching his bid for a
record-equalling
eighth world title tl
weekend after domi-
nating the competition
last season.

Jorge Martin and

fiftyafter he struggledin sity’ Gresini's
the tournament with =

three ducks in four in-

India, the world’s
top-ranked T20 team,
came into the World Cup
on the back of huge to-
tals in bilateral contests.
and was tipped to cross
the 300-run mark at the
tournament.

But their batting
had looked fragile and
was often exposed, in-
cluding by minnows the
United States, who re-
duced them to 77-6 in
their opener.

‘Varma remains cau-
tious of his team’s plans
against the West Indies,
who posted 254-6
against Zimbabwe in
their Super Eights
opener.

important
when the openers give
us a good start, the same
confidence follows to
number three, four and
five,” said Varma.

“And we discussed

that whatever the situa-
tion s, (even) if we lose
three-four wickets in
powerplay, we will bat
with the same rhythm,”
he added.
“And we want to
show the fear in opposi-
tion bowlers, that these
guys are ready to hit
cach and every ball.”

“Keep that inten-

Palace battle into Conference
League last 16

NEWS DESK:Crystal
Palace moved into the
UEFA  Conference
League last 16 witha2-0
win over Zrinj
Mostar, while Fiorentina
survived a huge scare
against Jagiellonia
Bnalyelok on Thursday.
Palace were held to
adisappointing I-1 draw
by Bosnian side Zrinjski
in the first leg of their
play-off tie last week.
But Oliver Glasner's
team avoided an embar-
rassing exit thanks to
goals from Maxence
Lacroix and Evann
Guessand in the play-off
second leg at Selhurst
Park.Playing their first
European knock-out tie
in the main stage of a
tournament, Palace's 3-1

aggregate victory eased
the pressure on the un-
der-fire Glasner.

After a poor recent
run in the Premier
League and a stunning
FA Cup exit against
sixth-tier Macclesfield,
Glasner, who has con-
firmed he will leave at
the end of the season,
had been subjected to
chants for his sacking.

Glasner earned
some breathing space as
Palace struck in the 36th
minute when Adam
Wharton's free-kick
picked out Lacroix and
the defender headed
home from close range.

Guessan who
scored Palace's winner
against Wolves last
weekend, drilled into the

jury had forced him to

fitness.

Turkey's Toprak
Razgatlioglu, a three-
time Superbike world
champion making his
MotoGP debut, fin-
1shed the practice ses-

st out of 22.

Mdl’lm. whose de-
fence of his title last
son was wrecked
by injuries, crashed 10
minutes into the morn-
ing free practice
session. Trackhouse's
Ai Ogura also came
off in the afternoon
session.The top 10
fastest riders in prac-
tice book their tickets
for Saturday's second
qualifying session,
which shapes the first
four rows of the grid.

Ducati's
Francesco Bagnaia,
the 2022 and 2023
world champion, fin-
ished 15th, forcing him
into Saturday's first
qu

ng session.
His teammate
Marc Marquez was
also struggling until he
surged up  the
timesheets with
around 20 minutes of
the session to go.

The Spaniard be-
gins the season still
suffering the effect of
a shoulder injury that
forced him to miss the
final four races of last
scason.He said on
Thursday that the in-

change his riding style

Paolo Vanoli's side
blew their 3-0 first leg
ead as  Bartosz
Mazurek's hat-trick for
Jagiellonia forced extra
time at the Artemio
Franchi stadium.

Alkmaar run riot

Fiorentina finally re-
gained control of the
second leg of their play-
off tie thanks to Nicolo
Fagioli's strike and
Taras Romanchuk's own

oal.

Jesus Imaz's 118th-
minute_ strike made
Fiorentina sweat, but
Jagiellonia's Bernardo
Vital was sent off for a
second booking in the
final seconds of a 4-2
win that wasn't enough
for the Poles.

Currently languish-
ingin 16th place in Serie
A, Fiorentina's main
concern is fighting to
avoid relegation.

But they have
reached two Conference
League finals, losing to

est am and
Olympiakos, and one
semi-final, in the last
three editions.

The Italian club,
whose lone European
trophy s the 1961 UEFA
Cup, remain on course
for another deep run.

Dutch club AZ
Alkmaar beat Armenian
side Noah 4-0, overturn-
inga 1-0 first leg deficit
to secure a last 16 clash
against Czech side
Sparta Prague or Greek
club AEK Athens.

far corner from Brennan
Johnson's pass in stop-
page time.

"It means a lot. We
didn't have many casy
weeks," Glasner said.

"I always said,
since day number one,
we've had a great rela-
tionship with the fans.
Yes, they were alittle bit
critical but they can be
critical when the results
and performances are
not that well."

Palace face German
outfit Mainz or AEK
Larnaca of Cyprus in the
last 16.

Fiorentina were on
the verge of humiliation
before carning a dra-
‘matic 54 aggregate vic-
tory over Polish team
Jagiellonia.

NEWSDESK:
Manchester United's de-
cision to sack Ruben
Amorim as their man-
ager could end up cost-
ing the Premier League
giants almost £16 million
($22 million) according
to financial figures re-
leased by the club.

Amorim's turbulent
14-month reign came to
an end on January 5 fol-
lowing the Portuguese

0ss's public attack on
United's hierarchy, with
his five coaches also
following him out of Old
Trafford.

A United filing to
the New York Stock Ex-
change on Thursday
disclosed the possible
payments to Amorim
and his staff, a day after
the club confirmed they
had made a profit of
£32.6m in their second-
quarter results to De-
cember 31,

Described as an
"event that occurred af-
ter the reporting period”,
United said:

"A charge of £6.3
million for the write off
of related intangible as-
sets and a provision of
£15.9 million, represent-
ing the maximum poten-
tial amount of future

settlement payments,
will be recognised in the
statement of profit or
(loss) during the second
half of the year ending
30 June 2026."

It has been reported
the maximum amount of
£15.9 million depends on
certain factors, such as
the 41-year-old Amorim

ing a new job within
time frame.

T accounts
showed United have
also paid Sporting £6.3
million,

which is what they
owed the Portuguese
club in compensation for

aspeci

Amdrim axe could_ Eost Man
Utd £16mn

hiring Amorim.

United confirmed in
asimilar November 2024
filing they were paying
Sporting £10 million to
hire Amorim to replace
Erik ten Hag, whose Old
Trafford exit cost £10.4
‘million.

flight in the 1973/74 sea-
son.

United were sixth in
the Premier League
when Amorim was
sacked, having had a re-
ported major argument
with director of football
Jason Wilcox days be-
fore his final game at
Leeds.

But under caretaker
boss Michael Carrick the
club have moved up to
fourth following a run of
five wins and a draw that
has given United re-
newed hope of playing
in next season's Cham-
pions League. AFP

The total bill for
Amorim's appointment
could cost United £37.3
‘million.

Amorim won 25 of
his 63 games in charge,
finishing 15th in the Pre
mier League in what was
United's worst perfor-
‘mance since being rel-
egated from the top
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'Security tightened at
Punjab shrines, mosques

NEWS DE! Secu- gates have been in- compound.

ity arr at stalled at to Previously, cer-
shrines and major shrines and major tain visitors were al-
mosques across mosques, and visitors lowed vehicle access

Punjab have been are being thoroughly with permission from
tightened, with en- screened with metal the Auqgaf Depart-
hanced measures put detectors before being ment, but the facility
in place to ensure the allowed entry. has now been with-
safety of worshippers Special security drawn due to height-
and visitors. arrangements have ened security con-
In Lahore and also been made for cerns.
other cities, security worshippers attending Similar security
has been increased at Taraweeh prayers measures have been
prominent shrines, in-  during the holy month.  enforced at other ma-
cluding Data Darbar, Authorities have jor shrines across
Bibi Pak Daman, imposed a complete Punjab,
Baba Farid Ganj ban on the entry of including Shrine of
Shakar Shrine, private vehicles into Sultan Bahu, Shrine of
and Shrine of the premises of Data Shah Rukn-c-Alam,
Bahauddin Zakariya, Darbar. and other revered
as well as at the his- People coming for ~ sites.
toric Badshahi Tarawech prayers at Security duties are
Mosque and other the adjoining mosque beingjointly performed
large mosques. willalso notbe permit- by Auqaf Department
According  to ted to bring vehicles guards and district po-
sources, walk-through inside the shrine's lice personnel.

SC objects to PTT’s plea
seeking Imran’s transfer to
hospital of his choice

NEWS DESK:The Su- applicaliun was made  clusion (CRVO) — came
preme Court on Friday “not on legal or political to light in late January.
raised objections to a but  humanitarian According to a
plea seeking the transfer grounds™. In response doctor at Pakistan Insti-
of PTI founder Imran to this, CJP Afridi held tute of Medical Sciences
Khan to a hospital. that the former premier’s (Pims), Imran was
The application recentmedical check-up brought to the hospital
was filed by PTI lawyer was carried out on “hu- for follow-up treatment
Sardar Latif Khosa on manitarian grounds”.  on February 24.
February 25, pursuant to “Please try to un- However, his party
Order XXXV Rule 6 of derstand what [ am say- took exception to the
the Supreme Court Rules ing,” Khosa insisted, at government’s “secrecy”
2025, after Imran under- - which Justice Shahid regarding the treatment.
went government-facili- Bilal Hassan remarked, Meanwhile, the ap-
tated follow-up treat- “Ihave known you since plication, available with
ment for his eye ailment. 1992, T understand ev- Dawn, was filed on be-
PTllawyers Khosa, erything you are say- halfof Imran and named
along with Naeem ing”. the Islamabad district
Panjotha, appeared be- “Khosa sahib, you election commissioner
are a senior lawyer, you as the respondent, as it
ay, understand the proce- invoked the Toshakhana
seeking the scheduling dure,” the CJP said, di- case in which the PTI
of PTTI's application. recting Khosa to meet founder was first ar-
However, CJP Afridi  the SC registrar. rested on Aug 5, 2023.
told the lawyers that the “If the SC registrar The plea had re-
“application was re- does not give a copy of quested the SC that
turned with objections a  the objections, then you Imran be “immediately
day carlier”. D shifted to Shifa Interna-
“Your petitions will ~ Afridi said. tional Hospital,
remain pending until fur- “Ifthe order wasis- Islamabad, for proper
ther orders,” he said to  sued yesterday, then treatment of his eyes
the lawyers. how did no one inform fmm [a] retina special-
“There is no such us?” Khosa said.
application at the mo- As per a source, ‘The plea also
ment, on which proceed- PTI Chairman Barrister ~sought Imran’s access to
ings can be held,” he GoharAli Khanalsomet his personal physicians
added. CJP Afridi and sought Dr Faisal Sultanand Dr
Khosa informed the transfer of the incar-  Aasim Yusuf, “who may
CJP Afridi that the PTI cerated former premierto be associated with all
counsels had requested a hospital, citing family the procedures of exami-
an early hearing, adding and party concerns nationand treatment”.
that the court had or- about his health. In his application,
dered the former However, he was Khosa highlighted that
premier’s treatment. told that SC would not Imran was 73 years old,
At this, CJP Afridi  interfere while his cases adding that “his advanc-
said that the court had remained pending be- ing age and declining
not issued an order; fore the Islamabad High health are matters of
rather, it was the govern-  Court (IHC). grave concern not only
ment that had given as- Imran’s health, who for his family but for the
surances for the is imprisoned at people of Pakistan at
treatment.“You should Rawalpindi's Adiala jail, large” “The conduct of
has been garnering at- amedical examination in
tention in recent days, secrecy, without notice
is not pending,” CIP with his familyand party ~to the family or indepen-
Afridi remarked. raising concerns since ~dent doctors, has given
Khosa informed the ~ his eye ailment — right ~rise to serious apprehen-
court that the transfer central retinal vein oc- sions,” he contended.

E

PM underscores Pakistan’s resolve to provide secure
environment for Chinese personnel, investments

NEWS DESK:Prime
ister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday underscored
Pakistan’s resolve to
provide a secure envi-
ronment for Chinese per-
sonnel and investments
in the country, accord-
ing to a handout by the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO).

The development
comes after Pakistan’s
security forces launched
an operation, dubbed
Ghazab lil-Hag, against
the Afghan Taliban after
the latter launched un-
provoked attacks along
the border between both
countries on Thursday.

ccording to the
PMO handout, PM
Shehbaz held a meeting
with Chinese Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan Jiang
Zaidong at the Prime
Minister’s House.

During the meeting,
both sides exchange
views on regional and in-
ternational issues of
‘mutual interest, agreeing
to maintain close coor-
dination and consulta-
tion to contribute to
peace, stability, and
prosperity in the region
and beyond.

The statement said
that PM Shehbaz under-
scored Pakistan’s re-
solve to “provide a se-
cure and conducive en-
vironment for Chinese

‘weather strategic coop-
erative partnership be-
tween Pakistan and
China, characterised by
deep mutual trust, iron-
clad friendship, and
shared commitment to
mutual support on core
interests, it added.

The prime minister
conveyed his warm
greetings and best
wishes to President Xi
Jinping, Premier Li
Qiang, and the Chinese
leadership and people,
particularly on the occa-
sion of the Chinese New
Year, the handout said.

It stated: “He ex-

through the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), which remains a
flagship project of Belt
and Road Initiative and
a cornerstone of bilat-
eral cooperation.”
ile highlighting
the importance of accel-
erating ongoing CPEC
projects,
the handout said
the prime minister
stressed the need to en-
hance cooperation in
agriculture, IT, and min-
ingand minerals.
The handout said
that Ambassador
Zaidong briefed PM

personnel,
and institutions in Paki-
stan®,

During the meeting,
the prime minister reaf-
firmed the enduring all-

ressed iation for
China’s consistent and
steadfast support to Pa-
kistan on economic,

curity, and developmen-
tal fronts, particularly

recent devel-
opments in China-Paki-
stan relations and con-
veyed the warm greet-
ings from the Chinese
leadership.

“He reiterated
China’s firm support for
Pakistan’s sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and
50Ci0-¢ economlc devel-
opment.”

China calls for Paki-
stan-Afghanistan
ceasefire

Earlier on Friday,
China had called for a
ceasefire between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan,
adding it was talking to
both sides to try to end
clashes that have left
Beijing “deeply con-
erned”.

Foreign ministry
spokeswoman Mao
Ning said China was
“deeply concerned
about the escalation of
the conflict” after Paki-
stan carried out air
strikes in Afghanistan,

°

mcludmg the capital
Kabul

Ch ina “calls on
both sides to remain calm
and exercise restraint. ..
achieve a ceasefire as
soon as possible, and
avoid further blood-
shed”, she told a regu-
far press bricfing.

hina has consi

tently mediated the con-
flict between Pakistan
and  Afghanistan
through its own chan-
nels and is willing to
continue playing a con-
structive mle in easing
tensions.”

The ministry and
China’s embassies in
Pakistan and Afghani-
stan were “working with
relevant parties in both
countries on this mat-
ter”, she said.

Lahore court dismisses pos

arrest bail plea of

Canadian national in cybercrime case

NEWS DESK:A judicial
‘magistrate at the district
courts on Friday dis-
missed the post-arrest
bail petition of a Cana-
dian national pursuing
doctoral research in Pa-
kistan in a cybercrime
case.Magistrate Nacem
Wattoo announced the
decision while hearing
the bail plea of Hamza
Ahmad Khan, after argu-
‘ments from the prosecu-
tion and defence.

Khan was booked by the
National Cyber Crime In-
vestigation Agency
(NCCIA) for targeting
state institutions and
leadership through “dis-
seminating misinforma-
tionand disinformation™
under sections 20 (of-
fences against the dig-
nity of a natural person),
24 (cyber stalking) and
26A (spoofing) of the
Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act.During the
proceedings, the inves-
tigating officer (I0) told
the court that the sus-
pect had been uploading

“derogatory  posts
against the state fu
tionaries and state insti-
tutions with the inten-
tion to harm the reputa-
tion of the state
functionaries”.On behalf
of the petitioner, Advo-
cate Asad Jamal argued
that the suspect had
been falsely implicated
in the case.

He said the case was

based on digital evi-
dence, which required
strict pmof He said that
keeping the petitioner
behind bars was unwar-
ranted.

In the order, the judicial
magistrate said, “Allega-
tions of such derogatory
and malicious cam-
paigns directed against
the heads of institutions
of state and constitu-

tional functionaries can-
not be treated as trivial
or casual matters.”

The order said that in
the digital era, the dis-
semination of inflamma-
tory content through
social media platforms
produced instanta-
neous and far-reaching
consequences.
“Statements aimed at
undermining the dignity

and authority of state
leadership have the po-
tential to erode public
confidence in_ constitu-
tional institutions, fuel
polarisation, create un-
rest and mslablllly
within the country,”
added.

The order maintained
that these allegations
required serious judicial
consideration and could
not be brushed aside

trate said, *
clined to extend the con-
cession of bail to the
accused.”

Hamza, who arrived in
Pakistan on Feb 13 to
pursue his doctoral the-
sis, went missing from
Lahore on Feb 19. The
police also registered a
first information report
into his disappearance.
However, on Feb 23, it
emerged that he had
been taken into custody
by the NCCIA for post-
ing anti-state content on
social media platforms.

Govt, TTAP initiate talks on negotiation
framework amid pohtlcal tensions

NEWS DESK:The
federal government
and opposition alliance
Tehreck-e-Tahaffuz-
e-Ain Pakistan
(TTAP) have initiated
formal contacts amid
ongoing political ten-
sions, with the first
high-level engagement
held at Parliament
House on Friday,
sources privy to the
matter informed The
Express Tribune.

Leader of the Op-
position in the National
Assembly Mahmood
Khan Achakzai met
Prime Minister's Advi-
sor on Political Affairs
Rana Sanaullah in the
Parliament House to
discuss the current
political situation, op-
position demands, and
a potential negotiation
framework, sources
said.

The leaders also
consulted on the
agenda for a possible
meeting between the
prime minister and the
opposition leader, fo-
cusing on building mu-
tual trust, reducing po-
litical tensions, and
strengthening parlia-
mentary processes,
they added.

Health and medi-
cal care issues of Pa-

kistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder
Imran Khan were also
discussed, with the op-
position raising con-
cerns and the govern-
ment reiterating its
commitment to ad-
vancing the negot
tion process.
Federal Minister
for Parliamentry Af-
fairs Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry attended
the meeting and
played a role in bridg-
ing differences be-
tween the two sides,
sources said.

A high-level
meeting is expected in
the coming days,

where a formal nego-
tiation agenda is likely
to be finalised, they
added.

A day carlier, the
opposition alliance had
decided to give a posi-
tive but conditional re-
sponse  to  the
government’s offer
for dialogue, sources
said on Wednesday.

A high-level con-
sultative meeting was
held in Islamabad.

The session fo-
cused on the current
political situation, re-
cent  government
statements, and a pos-
sible framework for
negotiations.

Sources said par-
ticipants reviewed the
government’s offer in
detail, with particular
attention to statements
made by Sanaullah,
and assessed the en-
vironment for mean-
mgﬁxl dlalogue
huddle
ag;rccd that any talks
should uphold constitu-
tional supremacy and
democratic principles,
according to sources.
During the meet-
ing, it was proposed
that the alliance’s des-
ignated leaders for-
mally engage with the
government to ad-
vance the negotiation

process.

Following consen-
sus, Achakzai and
Abbas were given full
authority to lead the
negotiations.

Sources added
that the TTAP leader-
ship plans to contact
government leaders
during Ramazan to
discuss the agenda,
procedures, and po-
tential timelines for
talks.

Opposition circles
stressed that their pri-
ority is constitutional
integrity, political sta-
bility, and the restora-
tion of democratic pro-
cesses.




