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Iran, Israeli hackers trade blows

as war enters cyberspace
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Security Sources: Operation Ghazab lil Haq to
Continue Until Terror Facilitation Ends

Oil surges as Iran
conflict disrupts
Middle Eastern

supply flow

NEWS DESK:

Oil prices surged by as much as
13 per cent on Monday after ship-
ping in the crucial Strait of
Hormuz was disrupted by retalia-
tory Iranian attacks following ini-
tial bombing by Israel and the
United States that killed Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

Brent crude futures rose to
as much as $82.37 a barrel, the
highest since January 2025, be-
fore retreating to be up $5.41, or
7.4pc, to $78.28 by 06:05.

US West Texas Intermediate
crude climbed to an intraday high
of $75.33, up over 12pc and the
highest since June, though it later
pared gains and was up $4.74, or
7.1pc, at $71.76.

Both benchmarks jumped as
a sustained exchange of counter-
attacks damaged tankers and
sharply disrupted shipments in
the Strait of Hormuz, a waterway
between Iran and Oman that con-
nects the Gulf to the Arabian Sea.

NEWS DESK:

Security Sources on Monday
said that Operation Ghazab lil
Haq will continue until Afghan
authorities provide verifiable
assurances that their territory
is no longer being used by ter-
rorist groups against Pakistan.

Speaking to media, the se-
curity official stated that Af-
ghan Taliban rulers must
clearly decide whether they
stand with Pakistan or with
militant networks operating
from Afghan soil.

He said Pakistan’s actions

are strictly linked to develop-
ments on the ground and there
is no fixed timeline for ending
the operation.

The official alleged that
Afghan territory is being used
to facilitate multiple terrorist
groups, posing a serious threat
to regional peace and stability.

He said Pakistan is not tar-
geting civilians or random lo-
cations, but is striking specific
infrastructure, hideouts, and
launch pads used by militants
involved in attacks inside Pa-
kistan.

According to the briefing,
more than 180 militant positions

have been neutralised and over
30 tactically important posts
captured during the ongoing
operation.

These locations were re-
portedly being used to support
cross-border terrorism.

The official added that
Pakistan’s actions have re-
ceived support from affected
Afghan communities and mi-
norities who have suffered due
to militant violence.

Rejecting claims of inter-
ference, the official stressed
that Pakistan has no agenda
related to regime change in
Afghanistan, calling it an inter-

nal matter for the Afghan
people.

He also said the govern-
ment is maintaining transpar-
ency, with regular updates be-
ing shared on the progress of
the operation.

Commenting on regional
developments, the official said
Pakistan is following a bal-
anced foreign policy and seeks
a stable and peaceful Iran.

He dismissed speculation
that Pakistan could be the next
target of regional conflict, de-
scribing such narratives as mis-
leading and baseless.

On internal security, the

Quetta Police Detain Hundreds of Undocumented Afghan
Nationals in Ongoing Crackdown

Riaz Baloch,
Qaseem Shah:

Quetta: Police have stepped
up action against undocu-
mented Afghan nationals in the
provincial capital, detaining
more than 750 individuals over
the past two days as part of a
wider campaign against illegal
residency.

According to Asif Khan,
Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice (Operations),

the drive is aimed at im-
proving law and order and end-
ing unlawful residence and
business activities in the city.

He said the operation is
part of a countrywide initiative
against undocumented for-
eigners.

Police officials said the de-
tainees have been handed
over to the Levies force and
the Deputy Commissioner’s
Office.

Earlier, more than 1,600
Afghan nationals were ar-
rested in similar operations
carried out across Quetta last
week.

Authorities stated that af-
ter biometric verification, the

detained individuals are being
transferred to Chaman for re-

patriation to Afghanistan under
the legal process.

The operation is being con-
ducted across all four divisions

of Quetta on the directives of
senior police leadership.

Police have also appealed
to citizens to report the pres-
ence of undocumented indi-
viduals in their localities to sup-
port further enforcement ef-
forts.

Meanwhile, a separate
crackdown was carried out in
Chagai district,

where police arrested
over 250 undocumented Af-
ghan nationals.

Acting on the instructions
of Muhammad Ali Khan, po-
lice teams conducted opera-
tions in different areas of
Dalbandin.

Officials said around 285
Afghan nationals, found trav-
eling and residing without valid
documents,

were shifted to Dalbandin
Saddar Police Station for fur-
ther legal action.

The campaign against un-
documented Afghan nationals
has been intensified nation-
wide,

with authorities continuing
efforts to enforce immigration
laws and maintain public order.

official noted that the armed
forces’ role has expanded due
to governance gaps and incom-
plete implementation of the
National Action Plan.

He urged political leader-
ship to strengthen institutions
and improve governance, reit-
erating that the military has no
political interests.

Addressing recent pro-
tests, he said peaceful demon-
strations are a constitutional
right,

but warned that violence
and attempts to create disor-
der would be dealt with strictly
under the law.

On a typical day, ships car-
rying oil equal to about one-fifth
of global demand from Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Iraq, Iran, and
Kuwait sail through the Strait
along with tankers hauling die-
sel, jet fuel, and gasoline and other
products from their refineries to
major Asian markets, including
China and India.“Markets are ac-
knowledging the seriousness of
the conflict, but are also signal-
ling that, for now, this is a geopo-
litical shock, not a systemic cri-
sis,” said Priyanka Sachdeva, se-
nior analyst at Phillip Nova.

Prolonged effective closure
of the Strait would push oil prices
higher and cause shortages in
supply to top importers, China
and India.

More than 200 vessels, in-
cluding oil and liquefied gas tank-
ers, have dropped anchor outside
the Strait, shipping data showed
on Sunday. Three tankers were
damaged, and one seafarer was
killed in attacks on Sunday in Gulf
waters.Asian economies are as-
sessing oil stockpile availability
and ways to secure alternative
supply.
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SBKWU Teacher
Recruitment Scandal Raises

Alarms for Pakistan’s
Education System

Editorial:
Serious questions

have emerged over
the secondary
teachers recruit-
ment process con-
ducted by Sardar
Bahadur Khan
Women’s Univer-
sity (SBKWU),
triggering wide-
spread concern
about merit, trans-
parency, and ac-
countability in
Balochistan’s  edu-
cation system.

It is essential to clarify
a point that has
caused public con-
fusion: the adver-
tised posts were
NOT for SBKWU
itself.

The university was
only assigned the
responsibility of
conducting tests
and interviews for
Secondary School
Teacher recruit-
ment across
Balochistan.

According to initial
findings, hundreds
of candidates who
had failed were al-
legedly declared
successful during
the teacher recruit-
ment process.

Given the scale of the
exercise, involving
thousands of appli-
cants for secondary
teaching positions
across the prov-
ince, such irregu-
larities cannot rea-
sonably be de-
scribed as clerical
mistakes.

The magnitude
strongly suggests
organised manipu-
lation, carried out
with the involve-
ment or protection
of influential indi-
viduals rather than
the actions of a
single official.

This issue strikes at
the heart of educa-
tion governance in
Balochistan. Sec-
ondary school
teachers shape the
academic founda-
tion of students,
and any compro-
mise on merit di-
rectly damages
learning outcomes.

In Balochistan, where
literacy rates re-
main among the
lowest in the coun-
try, flawed teacher
recruitment further
deepens an already
critical education

Taftan border and Balochistan Govt’s response

Balochistan’s education sector,
implementation of article 25-A

Improving the educa-
tion sector has always
been the hallmark of
all successive govern-
ments in Balochistan.
Every government has
allocated substantial
funds to improve the
education sector and
quality of education to
enable students to
compete on national
and international level.
Health and education,
all successive govern-
ments declared their
priorities.

Former Chief
Minister, Dr. Abdul
Malik Baloch led na-
tionalist government
allocated around 24
percent budget to
bring the province at
par with other parts of
the country. Dr.
Baloch’s government
also declared emer-
gency and announced
implementation of ar-
ticle 25-A of the con-
stitution to enroll all out
of school children in
Balochistan. The num-
ber of out of school
children in Balochistan
is currently over 1 mil-

lion. However, inde-
pendent sources put
the number high as
compared to the offi-
cial data. There are
conflicting figures
about the exact num-
ber of out of school
children in
Balochistan.

To be precise,
positive strides were
made during Dr. Malik
Baloch led govern-
ment to improve the
education sector.

For the first time
in the history of
Balochistan, 5000
teachers were ap-
pointed through na-
tional testing service
(NTS), launching an
effective campaign
against growing
cheating during exami-
nations and introduc-
ing the education man-
agement and informa-
tion system to ensure
the presence of teach-
ers in schools.

Track record
shows, teachers were
always recruited on
political basis with no
merit and transpar-

ency in the recruit-
ment process. This has
ruined the entire edu-
cation sector. Dr.
Malik Baloch, the then
adviser on education
Sardar Raza
Muhammad Bareech
led rallies against
cheating to create
awareness among the
people regarding the
curse of cheating in
educational institu-
tions.

After the removal
of Sardar Razar
Bareech as an adviser
on education and
transfers of senior bu-
reaucrats Ghullam Ali
Baloch and Saboor
Kakar, no effective
step was taken to im-
prove the quality of
education in
Balochistan.

Now again the
portfolio of education
has been awarded to
Sardar Yar
Muhammad Rind who
belongs to Pakistan
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI).
Mr. Rind has made
announcements to
bring what he claimed

revolutionary changes.
However, improve-
ment in education sec-
tor, enrolling out of
school children in
schools and improving
quality of education
needs a multi-pronged
strategy. Senior bu-
reaucrat Ghullam Ali
Baloch who had al-
ready served as sec-
retary education has
again been posted.

Mr. Baloch is tak-
ing a number of initia-
tives to improve
schooling and trace
out ghost schools and
teaches across the
province.

However, political
speed breakers ap-
pear to be major ob-
stacles in his way.

Despite being the
poorest province of
Pakistan, Balochistan
spends over 70 billion
rupees on primary,
middle, secondary
and higher education
in the province.

The province
spends thousands of
rupees per month on
a student. Unfortu-

nately, neither the
quality nor the educa-
tion standard meet na-
tional standards what
to speak about inter-
national standards.
Poor quality of educa-
tion is the result of
poor capacity of
teachers that needs to
be improved to com-
pete on national and
international level.

The Balochistan
government has an-
nounced to enroll
70000 kids in govern-
ment run schools in the
province. However,
ground realities negate
claims of the provincial
government. So far,
the government has
not been able to mobi-
lize the civil society,
media, political parties
and tribesmen to make
sure maximum enroll-
ment of kids in educa-
tional institutions of
the province. Coordi-
nated efforts and com-
bined strategy by all
segments of society
can ensure implemen-
tation of article  25-A
of the Constitution.

Quetta Voice
Analysis

The sudden arrival of
thousands of Zaireen
at Pak-Iran border
Taftan posed a serious
challenge for govern-
ment of Balochistan to
make sure their
screening and conduct
medical tests in the
aftermath of outbreak
of COVID-19 in
neighboring Iran. The
federal government
closed the border with
Iran at Taftan on Feb-
ruary 23rd to halt the
spread of deadly co-
rona virus.

All of a sudden
over 4,000 Zaireen,
students, tourists and
traders gathered at
Taftan, Pakistan’s bor-
dering town with Iran.
The poorly equipped
health officials that too
less in number tried to
conduct screening
and tests of those en-
tered from Iran. How-
ever, many managed
to flee from the ad-
ministration and used
their own means of
communication to
reach Quetta on way
to their home prov-
inces. The drivers
were paid heavy fares
by those fleeing the
quarantine centers at
Taftan.

Perhaps, in the
beginning, the
Balochistan govern-
ment and Islamabad
did not realize the
gravity of situation. A
wind-blowing tent
quarantine center was
established to keep the

Zaireen and others to
halt the spread of
novel corona virus.
However, the labora-
tory to diagnose the
deadly disease and
conduct tests of novel
corona virus could not
be arranged at the
border soon after the
closure of border.
The National Institute
of Health (NIH) dis-
patched machinery

and laboratory to con-
duct the diagnosis 10
days after the closure
of the border.  Before
installation of the labo-
ratory, the health offi-
cials used to send tests
of suspected patients
to Islamabad, Lahore
and Karachi for diag-
nosis.

Though, it was
imperative to install
laboratory soon after

the closure of the bor-
der to make sure
proper screening and
diagnosis of the
people.

Apart from co-
rona virus, the
Balochistan govern-
ment appeared to be
concerned about the
security of Zaireen as
well.

In the past,
Zaireen were fre-

quently targeted by
terrorists on Quetta-
Taftan highway. Since
then, the Balochistan
government has been
providing security and
law enforcers escort
long convoys of buses
from Quetta to Taftan
all the time.

The Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan has been
closely monitoring the

unfolding situation and
all the time directing
the concerned quarters
to halt the spread of
novel corona virus.
However, loopholes in
the system caused the
outbreak of COVID-
19 in the country.

Although, the
Chief Minister issued
statements, precau-
tionary measures
through print, elec-

tronic and shares vid-
eos on social media to
sensitize the people
about the deadly virus.

Nevertheless, the
virus penetrated and
made its way from
Taftan to Sukkur
prompting the Chief
Minister Sindh Syed
Murad Ali Shah to say
that Zaireen were not
properly screened at
Pak-Iran border

Taftan.
Opposition politi-

cal parties in
Balochistan in general
and the Balochistan
National Party ideal-
ogue, Sanaullah
Baloch have strongly
criticized the Jam
Kamal led government
for what they call its
failure and incompe-
tency to contain the
corona virus.

Political parties,
members of civil soci-
ety and legal fraternity
had also objected over
the establishment of
quarantine center at
Mian Ghundi area of
Quetta. They feared
spread of deadly virus
after establishment of
center near the city
rather they demanded
of the government to
shift the Zaireen to
their home provinces
directly from Taftan.

To be precise, the
virus has already pen-
etrated and now it is
time for all political
parties from left to
right and religious to
nationalists to join their
hands to contain its
spread.

The government
needs to take all stake-
holders including po-
litical parties, media,
civil society and law-
yers to evolve a com-
bined strategy in the
province to tackle the
situation. It is not alone
the job of government
rather every individual
to play his/her role to
contain the virus be-
fore it is too late.

crisis. Reports that
deserving candi-
dates were sidelined
only intensify public
frustration and mis-
trust.

All anti-corruption and
accountability insti-
tutions must take
immediate notice.

 A transparent, inde-
pendent, and time-
bound investigation
is necessary to
identify those re-
sponsible for ma-
nipulating the re-
cruitment process
conducted under
SBKWU’s author-
ity. Accountability
must reach every
individual involved,
regardless of status
or influence.

This is not merely an
administrative con-
troversy; it is a mat-
ter of justice and the
future of
Balochistan’s edu-
cation system.

 If credibility in teacher
recruitment col-
lapses, public trust
in institutions will
collapse with it.
Balochistan cannot
afford silence
where integrity is at
stake.
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Iran, Israeli hackers trade blows as
war enters cyberspace

Canada and India strike agreements on rare earth, uranium

Belgium seizes oil tanker
sailing under ‘false flag’

Pentagon tells Congress no sign
that Iran was going to attack US

first, sources say

Death toll from girls’ school
attack in Iran surges to 148

03

NEWS DESK:Trump
administration officials
acknowledged in
closed-door briefings
with congressional staff
on Sunday that there
was no intelligence sug-
gesting Iran planned to
attack US forces first,
two people familiar with
the matter said.

The United States
and Israel launched their
most ambitious attacks
on Iran in decades on
Saturday, killing Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, sinking
Iranian warships and
hitting more than 1,000
targets so far, officials
say.But Sunday's re-
marks to Congress ap-
peared to undercut one
of the key arguments for
the war made by senior
administration officials.

They told reporters
the day before that
President Donald
Trump decided to
launch the attacks in part
because of indicators
that Iranians might strike
US forces in the Middle
East "perhaps preemp-
tively."

Trump, one of the
officials said, was not
going to "sit back and
allow American forces in
the region to absorb
attacks."Pentagon brief-
ings lasted more than 90
minutesPentagon offi-
cials briefed Democratic
and Republican staff of

NEWS DESK:A wave of
cyber-enabled opera-
tions took place early on
Saturday morning
alongside the joint US-
Israeli attack on targets
across Iran, according to
cybersecurity experts
and observers.

The operations in-
cluded the hacking of
multiple news websites
to display various mes-
sages and the hack of
BadeSaba, a religious
calendar app with more
than 5 million down-
loads, which displayed
messages telling users
Its time for reckoning
and urging armed forces
to give up weapons and
join the people.

Reuters could not
establish contact with
BadeSabas chief execu-
tive.

A spokesperson for
US Cyber Command did
not immediately re-
spond to a request for
comment.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Cybersecurity firm
Anomali  said in an
analysis shared with

NEWS DESK:India and
Canada on Monday
reached a string of
agreements, including
on critical mineral coop-
eration and a “landmark”
uranium supply deal for
nuclear power, the coun-
tries’ leaders said in New
Delhi.

The pacts, which
also covered technology
and promoting the use of
renewable energy, were
announced after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and his Canadian coun-
terpart Mark Carney
hailed a fresh start in the
relationship between
their nations.“Our ties
have seen a new energy,
mutual trust, and positiv-
ity,” Modi said.

Ties effectively col-
lapsed in 2023 after Ot-
tawa accused New Delhi
of orchestrating a
deadly campaign
against Sikh activists in
Canada, accusations In-
dia rejected.

Carney’s visit —
his first to India since
taking office last year —
is not only aimed to re-
set strained ties, but
also to push efforts to
diversify trade beyond
the United States.

“There has been
more engagement be-
tween the Canadian and
Indian governments in
the last year than there
has been in more than
two decades com-

bined,” Carney said in
New Delhi, in a speech
alongside Modi.

“This is not merely
the renewal of a relation-
ship. It is the expansion
of a valued partnership
with new ambition, fo-
cus, and foresight, a part-

nership between two
confident countries
charting our own course
for the future.”

‘New opportunities’
Energy-hungry In-

dia — the world’s most
populous country with
1.4 billion people — has

ambitious plans to ex-
pand nuclear power ca-
pacity from its current
eight to 100 gigawatts
by 2047.“In civil nuclear
energy, we have struck
a landmark deal for long-
term uranium supply,”
Modi said, adding the

countries would also
work together on small
modular reactors and
advanced reactors.

Carney said they
had agreed the launch of
a “strategic energy part-
nership with significant
potential”, including

NEWS DESK:The
death toll from the Is-
raeli strikes that hit a
girls’ school in south-
ern Iran surged to 148,
with nearly 100 others
wounded, Al Jazeera
reported.

While Iranian of-
ficials claimed the at-
tack on the Shajareh
Tayyebeh girls’ el-
ementary school in the
Minab city killed more
than 100 people, nei-
ther the United States
nor Israel confirmed
that any such attack
has taken place.

Israel’s military on
Sunday said it was
“not aware” of any
US or Israeli strike on
any school in Iran.

When asked
about the strikes on
school, Israel’s mili-
tary spokesman Lt-
Col Nadav Shoshani
said,

“At this point not
aware of an Israeli or
an American strike
there…

 We’re operating
in an extremely accu-
rate manner.”

However, The
New York Times later
quoted a CENTCOM
spokesperson as say-
ing: “We are aware of
reports concerning ci-
vilian harm resulting

from ongoing military
operations.

 We take these
reports seriously and
are looking into them.”

“The protection of
civilians is of utmost
importance, and we
will continue to take all
precautions available
to minimise the risk of
unintended harm.”

Video and photo-
graphs from the after-
math of the strike,
which have been veri-
fied as authentic and
geo-located to the site,
show hundreds of
people gathered
around the partially

NEWS DESK:Belgium
said on Sunday its spe-
cial forces had boarded
and seized an oil tanker
from the “shadow
fleet” Russia uses to
circumvent Western
sanctions over the war
in Ukraine, in an over-
night operation.

The Belgian gov-
ernment said the ves-
sel was intercepted in
the North Sea, with
aerial support from
French military heli-
copters.

Defence Minister
Theo Francken said the
tanker was escorted to
the port of Zeebrugge
after being intercepted
in Belgium’s exclusive
economic zone.

Prosecutors iden-
tified the ship, which
was said to be on its
way back to Russia, as
the “Ethera”.

A spokeswoman
for the Belgian federal
prosecutor’s office
said the ship captain, a

Reuters on Saturday that
state-backed Iranian
hacking groups were al-
ready carrying out
“wiper” attacks that
erase data on Israeli tar-
gets ahead of the strikes.

Internet connectiv-
ity in Iran dropped re-
peatedly, with only mini-
mal connectivity remain-
ing, Doug Madory, direc-
tor of internet analysis at
Kentik, said in a post on
X.

The cyberattack on
BadeSaba was a smart
move because govern-
ment supporters use it
and they tend to be more

$1.9 billion uranium sup-
ply agreement “sup-
porting India’s nuclear
a mb i t i on s ” . Ca r ne y
added that Canada was
“well positioned to con-
tribute, as a reliable sup-
plier” of liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG), from its

religious, said Hamid
Kashfi, a security re-
searcher and founder of
cybersecurity firm
DarkCell.

Cyber operations
also struck a variety of
Iranian government ser-
vices and military tar-
gets to limit a coordi-
nated Iranian response,
the Jerusalem Post re-
ported on Saturday.
Reuters has not been
able to independently
verify the claims.

As Iran considers
its options, the likeli-
hood increases that
proxy groups and

hacktivists may take ac-
tion,  including
cyberattacks, against Is-
raeli and US-affiliated
military, commercial, or
civilian targets, said Rafe
Pilling, the director of
threat intelligence with
cybersecurity firm
Sophos.

The attacks could
include the amplification
of old data breaches pre-
sented as new, unso-
phisticated attempts to
compromise internet-ex-
posed industrial sys-
tems, and potentially di-
rect offensive cyber op-
erations, Pilling said.

west coast.“As India
seeks access to critical
minerals for its manufac-
turing, its clean-tech,
and its nuclear plants,
Canada’s resource base
and world-leading com-
panies position it as a
strategic partner,” he

said.
The two countries

agreed last year to re-
sume negotiations on a
proposed free-trade
deal, the Comprehen-
sive Economic Partner-
ship Agreement.

“Our target is to
reach $50 billion in bilat-
eral trade,” Modi said.
“This is why we have
decided to finalise a
comprehensive eco-
nomic partnership
soon,” he added, saying
it “will open new oppor-
tunities to invest and
create jobs in both coun-
tries”.

Defence deal
Carney said he

wanted to reach a deal
on the “ambitious agree-
ment” by the end of the
year to “reduce barriers
and increase certainty”,
also said the nations
were renewing security
cooperation through a
“new defence
partnership”.Canadian
pension and wealth
funds have already in-
vested $73 billion in
India.Before Carney
took office last year, Ot-
tawa accused Modi’s
government of direct in-
volvement in the 2023
killing of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a naturalised Ca-
nadian citizen who was
part of a group that ad-
vocated for an indepen-
dent Sikh state called
Khalistan.

collapsed, smoking
building, with rubble
strewn across the
street and men digging
through it for victims.
Screams can be heard
in the background. In
some of the images,
schoolbags and text-
books are being pulled
from the debris.

N or way- b ased
rights group Hengaw
said the Shajare
Tayyebeh school was
holding its morning
session at the time of
the incident, which re-
portedly had about 170
students present.

The Nobel peace

prize laureate and
girls’ education advo-
cate, Malala
Yousafzai, said in a
statement, “They
were girls who went
to school to learn, with
hopes and dreams for
their future.

Today, their lives
were brutally cut
short.

“Justice and ac-
countability must fol-
low.

All states and par-
ties must uphold their
obligations under in-
ternational law to pro-
tect civilians and safe-
guard schools.”

Russian national, was
being questioned by in-
vestigators.

The tanker flew
the flag of Guinea, but
an on-board inspection
confirmed suspicions
that it was sailing un-
der a false flag, the of-
fice said, adding that
authorities have opened
a criminal investiga-
tion.

“If a ship sails un-

der a false flag, this
means that it does not
comply with several in-
ternational regula-
tions,” the statement
added. French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Ma-
cron confirmed on X
that his country’s na-
val forces assisted in
the operation, calling it
a “major blow” to
Russia’s so-called
“shadow fleet”.

Russia has used a
flotilla of ageing tank-
ers of opaque owner-
ship to get around re-
strictions on its lucra-
tive crude exports im-
posed over its 2022 all-
out invasion of
Ukraine.

The Belgian de-
fence ministry said the
seized tanker was on
the European Union’s
sanctions list.

several national security
committees in both the
Senate and the House of
Representatives for
more than 90 minutes on
the unfolding US attack
in Iran, White House
spokesperson Dylan
Johnson said earlier.

In the briefings, ad-
ministration officials
emphasised that Iran's
ballistic missiles and
proxy forces in the re-
gion posed an imminent
threat to US interests,
but there was no intelli-
gence about Tehran at-
tacking US forces first,
the two sources, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, told Reuters.

Trump said the at-
tack, which is expected
to run for weeks, aimed
to ensure Iran could not
have a nuclear weapon,
contain its missile pro-
gram, and eliminate
threats to the United

States and its allies.He
has urged Iranians to
rise up and topple the
government.Democrats
criticise 'War of Choice'

Sti ll , Democrats
have accused Trump of
waging a war of choice
and have taken aim at
his arguments for aban-
doning peace talks that
mediator Oman said still
held promise.

Trump has argued,
without presenting evi-
dence, that Iran was on
track to soon secure the
ability to strike the
United States with a bal-
listic missile.His missile
claim was not backed by
US intelligence reports,
and appeared to be ex-
aggerated, sources famil-
iar with the reports have
told Reuters.Questions
about the justification
for the war came as the
US military revealed on
Sunday the first Ameri-

can casualties of the
conflict.Three US troops
killed, five wounded

Three US troops
were killed, and five se-
riously wounded, US
Central Command said
on Sunday, adding that
several other US troops
suffered minor shrapnel
injuries and
concussions.US aircraft
and warships have
struck more than 1,000
Iranian targets since
Trump ordered the start
of major combat opera-
tions,  the mili tary
said.The strikes include
B-2 stealth bombers
dropping 2,000-lb (900-
kg) bombs on hardened,
underground Iranian
missile facilities.

A Reuters poll on
Sunday showed 27% of
Americans approved of
the strikes, while 43%
disapproved and 29%
were not sure.
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CERT starts probe into cyberattacks on Pakistani TV channels, websites

Afghan Taliban violates 2020 Doha peace
agreement despite commitment: Experts

Pakistan, Russia urged to explore new avenues
to promote sustainable bilateral relations

Landmark reform:
PM&DC approves
comprehensive new
ethical framework

DC reviews Ramazan
arrangements

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan’s National
Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT)
on Monday launched an
investigation into re-
ported cyberattacks tar-
geting some private tele-
vision channels and

websites across the
country.

A special meeting of
the National CERT was
held in Islamabad on
Monday to review the
cyber incidents that oc-
curred the previous
night.

In the meeting,
cybersecurity experts
and officials of the na-
tional CERT discussed
initiating a comprehen-
sive probe into the
breaches and assessing
the scale of the disrup-
tion.

Authorities said ef-
forts were under way to
determine the motive
and nature of the attacks,
while coordination and
consultation with rel-
evant national institu-
tions continued.

The national CERT

officials have assured in
the meeting that a de-
tailed report would be
compiled once the inves-
tigation about the
cyberattacks is com-
pleted. Officials said
complaints were re-
ceived regarding the

hacking of multiple pri-
vate television channels
and websites late Sun-
day night, prompting an
immediate security re-
view. It is pertinent to
note that some reports
claimed Israeli and In-
dian intelligence-linked

actors were behind the
hacking of Pakistani pri-
vate news channels,
where anti-Pakistan con-
tent was allegedly broad-
cast. However, these
claims have not been in-
dependently verified by
authorities. In response,

Pakistan, IMF launch
key economic review
talks in Islamabad

Punjab govt commited to
preservation, development

of Data Darbar

power shifts influenced
both nations to recog-
nize shared strategic and
geopolitical objectives.

Dr Zigon added that
the forum aims to
strengthen strategic col-
laboration ahead of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s visit to Moscow,
emphasizing Pakistan’s
efforts to combat terror-
ism, manage tensions
with India responsibly,
and assert its role as a
“middle power” through
active global engage-
ment.

She emphasized
that Pakistan’s diplo-
matic and military re-
sponses, including the
management of height-
ened tensions with India,
reflect strategic restraint
and responsibility as a
nuclear state.

Dr Zigon further
underlined Pakistan’s

growing diplomatic in-
fluence and active en-
gagement in global af-
fairs, noting that the
Prime Minister and top
military officials have
pursued international
dialogue to reassert
Pakistan’s role as a
“middle power.”

Former Foreign
Secretary Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry observed that
Pakistan–Russia rela-
tions have witnessed a
steady upward trajec-
tory since the early
2000s, with both coun-
tries gradually building
mutual trust and expand-
ing cooperation across
multiple sectors, includ-
ing defense, energy, and
regional connectivity.

Ms Sarwat Rauf,
Head of the Department
of International Rela-
tions at NUML, noted a
visible thaw in bilateral

China Manned Space Agency confirms
Pakistani astronaut for 2026 flight

SARGODHA (INP):
Deputy Commissioner
Hussain Ahmed Raza
Chaudhry chaired a
meeting of additional
deputy commissioners
and assistant commis-
sioners in which he was
briefed on the arrange-
ments for the second de-
cade of Ramazan, distri-
bution of Ramazan
cards, price control and
sanitation issues.

The meeting was
informed that the pro-
cess of distributing the
Ramazan cards is going
on and the assistant
commissioners are regu-
larly monitoring in their
respective Constituen-
cies.

The DC directed
that every effort should
be made to ensure com-
pliance with the fixed
price of bread. Assistant
Commissioners and
Price Control Magis-
trates should go out to
the field on a daily ba-
sis, check roti points and
take immediate action on
violations. He directed
that at least four baker-
ies should be inspected
daily and the prices,
quality and weight of
bakery items should be
checked. The prices of
basic necessities should
be monitored and exor-

bitant prices should not
be tolerated. The DC
said that the records of
such shopkeepers who
are not registered
should be checked and
if necessary,  they
should be brought into
the tax net and registra-
tion should be ensured.

In the meeting, CEO
SWMC Rana
Muhammad Abu Bakar
gave a briefing on the
Clean Punjab Program
and the Special Ramazan
Cleaning Plan. It was in-
formed that the cleaning
arrangements at
Maryam's guest tables
and convenience mar-
kets have been further
improved. From 21st
Ramazan, special clean-
ing staff will be de-
ployed in commercial
markets and plazas
across the district, who
will perform duty from
Iftar to 12 midnight. Ad-
ditional workers have
been deployed in the
densely populated
union councils of
Sargodha City, while the
location sharing system
has also been activated.

The Deputy Com-
missioner directed that
all assistant commis-
sioners should improve
their offices and the sur-
rounding environment.

Pakistan (INP): Pakistan
and Russia should ad-
dress emerging chal-
lenges, strengthen mu-
tual understanding, and
explore new avenues for
collaboration to promote
sustainable bilateral re-
lations.

Speaking at the ses-
sion titled “The Perspec-
tives on the Bilateral
Relations development
between Russia and Pa-
kistan” during the Paki-
stan-Russia Media Fo-
rum, Geopolitical analyst
and head of the Scien-
tific Center of Interna-
tional and Strategic Stud-
ies at the University of
World Civilization, Dr
Roxolana Zigon,

 highlighted the fo-
rum as a reflection of
deepening cooperation
between Pakistan and
Russia.

She said global

PESHAWAR (INP):
Showing no regards for
international pacts and
bilateral relations, the
Afghan Taliban regime
has violated all commit-
ments and pledges made
under the Doha Agree-
ment, signed on Febru-
ary 29, 2020, in Qatar.

Under the agree-
ment,  the Afghan
Taliban had pledged that
Afghan territory would
not be used by any ter-
ror group or individual
to threaten the security
of other countries, in-
cluding Pakistan.

However, the secu-
rity and diplomatic ex-
perts reiterated that the
Afghan Taliban regime
have failed to dismantle
terrorist training camps
and prevent militant
groups from operating
inside Afghanistan.

The Afghan Taliban
had committed not to al-
low their fugitive mem-
bers, including Al-
Qaeda,  Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
Daesh, or any other ter-
rorist organizations to
use Afghan soil  for
cross-border terrorism.

The experts claimed
that instead of curbing
such nefarious activi-
ties, terrorist networks
have regrouped in Af-
ghanistan under the
nose of Afghan Taliban
and intensified attacks
against Pakistan.

Former ambassador
Manzoorul Haq termed
the repeated violations
of the Doha agreement a
serious breach of inter-
national obligations,
stating that Pakistan has
all the right to take de-
fensive measures for se-
curity of its people in
response to cross-bor-
der terrorism. He said no
sovereign country can
allow that its people and
security forces should
be targeted by terrorists
and suicide bombers.

Following the hasty
withdrawal of US forces

from Afghanistan in 2021
and the collapse of the
government of Ashraf
Ghani, he said Pakistani
officials contend that
militant and terrorist
groups found space to
reorganize and
strengthen their net-
works in Afghanistan.

He maintained that
terrorism-related inci-
dents and suicide at-
tacks planned from Af-
ghan territory have in-
creased, posing signifi-
cant security challenges
for Pakistan. Despite
diplomatic engage-
ments, including talks
held in Istanbul, he said
that Kabul has not pro-
vided writ ten assur-
ances guaranteeing that
Afghan soil will not be
used against Pakistan.

In response to un-
provoked cross-border
aggression by Afghan
Taliban, Pakistan was
left with no option but
to launched Operation
Ghazab lil-Haq in self

defense following per-
sistent terror attacks.

Federal Minister for
Information and Broad-
casting Attaullah Tarar
said that Pakistani secu-
rity forces had killed 297
Afghan Taliban combat-
ants,  destroyed 89
posts, and captured 18
during the operation.

He added that over
450 Afghan operatives
were injured, while ap-
proximately 135 tanks
and armored vehicles
were destroyed till 11 pm
last night. According to
the minister, 29 loca-
tions across Afghani-
stan were targeted
through air defensive
operations. Meanwhile,
Director General of Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), Lieutenant
General Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry, said the Af-
ghan Taliban must
choose between coop-
eration with Pakistan or
alignment with terrorist
organizations.

a group described as
Pakistan’s Cyber Force
reportedly launched a
retaliatory cyber opera-
tion targeting India. he
Indian broadcaster ABP
News was said to have
been briefly compro-
mised.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Economic review nego-
tiations between
Pakistan’s economic
team and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) began , marking a
crucial phase in ongoing
financial discussions
between the two sides.

introductory ses-
sion between the eco-
nomic team and the IMF
delegation has com-
menced, during which
officials will brief the vis-
i ting mission on
progress in the
country’s economic situ-
ation. The talks with the
IMF mission are sched-
uled to continue until
next week. According to
the Ministry of Finance,
the IMF delegation is
being led by Mission
Chief Eva Petrova and
expert Maher Binnici,
while Pakistan’s eco-
nomic team is headed by
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb.

Governor State Bank
and the Finance Secre-
tary, along with other se-
nior officials, are also
participating.

During the briefing,
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
stated that macroeco-
nomic and financial sta-
bility are strengthening.
He noted that fiscal dis-
cipline has improved and
reserve buffers have sta-
bilized through rebuild-
ing efforts. Inflation, he
added, has moderated
and shifted toward a
path of sustainable ex-
port-led growth.

The first round of
negotiations with the re-
view mission began in
Karachi on February 25.
The IMF has sought a
report from the govern-
ment regarding the rev-
enue shortfall. The Fed-
eral Board of Revenue
(FBR) will present a re-
port on tax collection
during the talks.

ISLAMABAD  (INP): In
a landmark advancement
for patient safety and
professional account-
abili ty,  the Pakistan
Medical and Dental
Council (PM&DC) has
formally approved and
enforced a comprehen-
sively revised Code of
Ethics for all Registered
Medical and Dental Prac-
titioners (RMDPs) and
recognized institutions
nationwide.

The revision, en-
dorsed by the Council
after two years of rigor-
ous review, marks a
transformative step in
strengthening ethical
governance and safe-
guarding public trust in
healthcare.

Under the leader-
ship of Prof. Dr. Rizwan
Taj, President PM&DC,
the Code was meticu-
lously re-evaluated to
address contemporary
clinical realities, close
regulatory gaps,  and
align national standards
with evolving legal and
professional frame-
works.

In his official state-
ment, Prof. Dr. Rizwan
Taj underscored that ad-

herence to ethical stan-
dards is the foundation
of safe,  high-quality
healthcare and the cor-
nerstone of public con-
fidence in the medical
profession.

He emphasized that
the revised Code places
patient safety, dignity,
confidentiality, and in-
formed consent at its
core, reinforcing ac-
countability across clini-
cal practice, research,
teaching, and profes-
sional conduct. The up-
dated framework
strengthens disciplinary
oversight, ensures non-
discrimination and equi-
table care, and provides
clear guidance on man-
aging conflicts of inter-
est while upholding in-
tegrity in all professional
interactions.

Highlighting the
significance of the re-
form, Prof. Dr. Rizwan Taj
stated that the Council’s
foremost priority remains
the protection of pa-
tients through compe-
tent, ethical, and trans-
parent medical practice.
He noted that the Code
directly addresses
emerging ethical chal

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
Pakistani astronaut will
join a short-term mission
aboard the China Space
Station in 2026 as a pay-
load specialist, conduct-
ing scientific experi-
ments on behalf of Paki-
stan,  according to a
statement issued on Fri-
day by the China
Manned Space Agency
(CMSA).

The announcement
came as CMSA unveiled
its 2026 spaceflight
plans, which include two
crewed missions and
one cargo resupply
flight to the orbiting sta-
tion,  according to a
Gwadar Pro's report on
Saturday.

Astronauts from the
Hong Kong and Macao
Special Administrative
Regions are also ex-
pected to participate in

upcoming missions as
China expands interna-
tional cooperation in
human spaceflight.

Under the arrange-
ment, the Pakistani as-
tronaut will undertake a
short-duration mission
during a crew rotation
period,

serving as a pay-
load specialist respon-
sible for conducting sci-
entific research and
microgravity experi-
ments.

The research will
cover areas such as ma-
terials science, biologi-
cal studies, and space
technology applica-
tions,  supporting
Pakistan’s growing inter-
est in space science and
innovation.

The development
follows an agreement
signed between China

and Pakistan in 2025 on
the selection and train-
ing of Pakistani astro-
nauts.

The selection pro-
cess for the Pakistani
astronaut mission is pro-
gressing smoothly, ac-
cording to the China
Manned Space Engi-
neering Office
(CMSEO).

CMSEO indicated
that the Pakistani astro-
naut is expected to fly
aboard a future
Shenzhou mission for a
short visit.

During crew
handovers, the station
typically accommodates
six astronauts for sev-
eral days, allowing time
for experiments, techni-
cal work, and outreach
activities.

China's space sta-
tion, completed in 2022,

operates as a long-term
orbital laboratory sup-
porting research in
microgravity and space
medicine.

The inclusion of a
Pakistani astronaut
marks a significant step
in Pakistan–China stra-
tegic cooperation and
makes Pakistan among a
limited number of coun-
tries that have sent as-
tronauts into space.

Earlier, on February
12, China successfully
launched Pakistan's
PRSC-EO2 remote-sens-
ing satellite along with
six other satellites into
orbit during an offshore
mission in Guangdong
province,  further
strengthening bilateral
collaboration in satellite
development, Earth ob-
servation, and space-
based research. relations, describing the

current phase as an op-
portune moment to con-
solidate gains and move
forward despite geopo-
litical challenges.

She stressed the
importance of academic
and intellectual ex-
changes in strengthen-
ing long-term coopera-
tion.

Dr Syed
Muhammad Ali, Chair-
person of the Council of
Complaints, deliberated
on emerging sectors of
potential cooperation
and the importance of
fostering mutual trust.

He identified four-
teen key challenges and
proposed measures to
address them, highlight-
ing Pakistan’s stance on
various issues while ex-
pressing optimism about
stronger ties in the fu-
ture.

LAHORE (INP):  Senior
Member board of Rev-
enue Punjab (SMBR)
Nabeel Javed  reaffirmed
Punjab Government’s
unwavering commitment
to preserving sanctity of
the shrine of Hazrat Ali
bin Usman Al-Hajvery
renowned as Hazrat
Data Ganj Bukhsh (RA).

He expressed the
resolve to further im-
prove facilities at the
shrine for devotees
through carefully
planned development
initiatives.

Chairing a high-
level meeting to review
the ongoing renovation
and development works
at the shrine, he declared
Data Darbar (Shrine) is
a beacon of spiritual en-
lightenment and a time-
less symbol of Punjab’s
Sufi heritage.

Secretary/Chief Ad-
ministrator Auqaf Punjab
Dr. Ehsan Bhutta pre-
sented a comprehensive

briefing on
infrastructural improve-
ments, beautification
measures,  and en-
hanced public amenities.

The meeting re-
viewed in detail the cal-
ligraphy designs com-
prising Quranic Ayats,
Hadiths, and selected
poetic verses to be in-
scribed at the shrine to
ensure authenticity, aes-
thetic excellence, and
spiritual reverence.

The meeting was
attended by Director
General Religious Affairs
Auqaf Shahid Kalyani,
Khateeb Mosque Data
Ganj Bakhsh Maulana
Ramzan Sialvi, Principal
Hajveria Madrassa
Muhammad Razaq, Di-
rector Madina Founda-
tion Aslam Tareen,
NESPAK Representa-
tive Adil Nazeer, Direc-
tor Projects Auqaf Rafiq
Watoo, Calligrapher
Irfan Qureshi and other
concerned officials.

QUETTA:  Jamaat-i-Islami's Balochistan chapter emir and MPA  Maulana Hidayat-ur-Rehman Baloch
addressing on Donor conference.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a high level meeting regarding
the regional situation and Pakistan's security situation.

KARACHI :  A view of containers are placed on a road leading to the US Consulate in Karachi, Pakistan,
02 March 2026. Authorities enforced Section 144, banning protests, rallies, and public gatherings to
maintain public order, and warned of strict legal action against violators following the Middle East conflict.
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Governor Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail Offers Condolences
at Iranian Consulate in Quetta

Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) Notifies NA-251
Result After Supreme Court Ruling

Balochistan Investment Board Reviews Power Supply
for Shrimp Farming Project in Lasbela

NEWS DESK:
The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan has
formally issued the no-
tification declaring
Khushal Khan Kakar
as the elected Mem-
ber of the National As-
sembly from NA-251
(Sherani–Zhob–Killa
Saifullah), following
clear directions from
the Supreme Court of
Pakistan.

The notification
comes after the Su-
preme Court over-
turned an earlier deci-
sion of the election tri-
bunal and instructed
the ECP to acknowl-
edge Khushal Khan
Kakar’s success in
the constituency,
thereby resolving the
long-standing electoral
dispute.

With this develop-
ment, Khushal Khan
Kakar, who is also the
chairman of the
Pashtoonkhwa Na-
tional Awami Party,

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail vis-
ited the Iranian Con-
sulate General in
Quetta to offer condo-
lences and recite

DICC Reviews BSDI Phase-I Projects in Nasirabad, DC
Zulfiqar Ali Kakar Directs Timely Completion

Balochistan Government Imposes Section 144
Across Province for One Month

News Desk:
The Government of
Balochistan has en-
forced Section 144
across the province
for one month to main-
tain law and order, ac-
cording to a notifica-
tion issued by the
Home Department
Balochistan.

Under the orders,
a complete ban has
been imposed on the
display and use of
weapons, pillion riding
on motorcycles, ve-
hicles with tinted win-
dows, unregistered ve-
hicles, and public gath-
erings of five or more
people.

The notification
also prohibits covering
of faces in public
places, including the
use of masks, mufflers,
or any other means

QUETTA: Vice
Chairman of the
Balochistan Invest-
ment Board
Balochistan Invest-
ment Board, Bilal
Khan Kakar, and
Chief Executive Of-
ficer Qaim Lashari
held a virtual meeting
with Relationship
Manager of K-Elec-
tric, Muhammad Fasih
ur Rehman, to discuss
energy supply ar-
rangements for the on-
going shrimp farming
project in Damb area
of Lasbela district.

During the meet-
ing, detailed discus-
sions were held re-
garding the provision
and development of
reliable energy re-
sources for the shrimp
farming initiative. Par-

ticipants termed
stable, sustainable,
and uninterrupted
electricity supply as
essential for the
project’s success.

Vice Chairman
Bilal Khan Kakar
stated that the shrimp
farming project could

play a significant role
not only in boosting
B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
economy but also in
increasing Pakistan’s
exports.

He emphasized
the urgent need to en-
sure electricity and
other essential facili-

ties for the project.
He further high-

lighted the vast poten-
tial for aquaculture de-
velopment along
Balochistan’s coastline
and reaffirmed the
government’s com-
mitment to promoting
investment in the prov-

ince.
CEO Qaim

Lashari briefed par-
ticipants on the
project’s energy re-
quirements and pos-
sible collaboration
plans with K-Electric.
He noted that partner-
ships with the private
sector would open
new avenues for eco-
nomic growth in
Balochistan. The
meeting concluded
with a renewed com-
mitment from all con-
cerned institutions to
work collaboratively to
ensure the successful
implementation of the
project, aiming to
s t r e n g t h e n
B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
economy and promote
development in
coastal areas.

NASIRABAD: A key
meeting of the District
Intelligence Coordina-
tion Committee (DICC)
regarding the
Balochistan Special De-
velopment Initiative
(BSDI) was held in
Nasirabad under the
chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner Zulfiqar
Ali Kakar.

The meeting was
attended by Executive
Engineer Public Health
Engineering Zafar Zehri,
Executive Engineer Lo-
cal Government Malik
Irfan Kakar, Sub-Divi-
sional Officer Abid Ali
Panhwar, PS to DC
Manzoor Shirazi, and
other concerned offi-
cials.

During the session,
a detailed review of com-
pleted and ongoing de-
velopment projects un-
der BSDI Phase-I was
conducted. Officials pro-
vided briefings on the
pace of work,

quality standards,

that may hinder iden-
tification.

The Home De-

partment stated that
Section 144 will re-
main effective across

Balochistan from
March 1, 2026, for a
duration of one month,

warning that strict le-
gal action will be taken
against violators.

has officially secured
his position in the Na-
tional Assembly,
strengthening his po-
litical mandate in the

region.
Political analysts

view the move as an
important milestone
for constitutional su-

premacy and electoral
justice, while party
supporters and demo-
cratic voices have
welcomed the decision

as a confirmation of
the voters’ mandate
and the credibility of
Pakistan’s legal and
electoral system.

Fateha for Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei and
his companions.

During the visit,
the Governor ex-
pressed heartfelt sym-
pathy and solidarity
with the Iranian nation,

describing the recent
situation in Iran and
rising regional tensions
as deeply concerning
for Pakistan and the
entire Muslim
Ummah.

He highlighted the
strong historical and
Islamic bonds be-
tween the two broth-
erly neighboring coun-
tries, Pakistan and
Iran, reaffirming the
spirit of mutual re-
spect and cooperation.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail prayed
for the forgiveness of
the late Ayatollah
Khamenei and ex-
tended his condo-
lences to the govern-

ment and people of
Iran. The visit re-
flected Pakistan’s con-
tinued solidarity with
Iran during this chal-
lenging time and un-
derscored the impor-
tance of unity and re-
gional stability.

and financial matters re-
lated to various
schemes.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Zulfiqar Ali
Kakar directed that de-
velopment activities, be-

ing carried out under the
directives of Chief Min-
ister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, must be
completed strictly in ac-
cordance with approved
standards.

He emphasized that

payments to contractors
should be ensured on a
work-done basis while
maintaining close scru-
tiny of the technical qual-
ity and nature of work.

He further stated
that contractor pay-

ments would be made in
proportion to develop-
ment progress and that
negligence or the use of
substandard material
would not be tolerated
under any circum-
stances.
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Gulf businesses reel as Iran strikes
trigger regional shutdowns

UAE halts stock markets for two
days after Iran strikes

The cost of slowing solar transition

Oil surges as Iran conflict disrupts Middle Eastern supply flow

Inflation update: power bills and
produce push inflation to 6.98pc

NEWS DESK:Oil prices
surged by as much as 13
per cent on Monday af-
ter shipping in the cru-
cial Strait of Hormuz was
disrupted by retaliatory
Iranian attacks follow-
ing initial bombing by
Israel and the United
States that killed Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei.

Brent crude futures
rose to as much as $82.37
a barrel, the highest
since January 2025, be-
fore retreating to be up
$5.41, or 7.4pc, to $78.28
by 06:05.

US West Texas In-
termediate crude climbed
to an intraday high of
$75.33, up over 12pc and
the highest since June,
though it later pared
gains and was up $4.74,
or 7.1pc, at $71.76.

Both benchmarks
jumped as a sustained
exchange of counterat-
tacks damaged tankers
and sharply disrupted
shipments in the Strait
of Hormuz, a waterway
between Iran and Oman
that connects the Gulf to
the Arabian Sea.

On a typical day,
ships carrying oil equal
to about one-fifth of glo-
bal demand from Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Iraq,
Iran, and Kuwait sail
through the Strait along

with tankers hauling die-
sel, jet fuel, and gasoline
and other products from
their refineries to major
Asian markets, includ-
ing China and India.

“Markets are ac-
knowledging the seri-
ousness of the conflict,
but are also signalling

that, for now, this is a
geopolitical shock, not a
systemic crisis,” said
Priyanka Sachdeva, se-
nior analyst at Phillip
Nova.Prolonged effec-
tive closure of the Strait
would push oil prices
higher and cause short-
ages in supply to top

NEWS DESK: Accord-
ing to the monthly re-
view of price indices re-
leased by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statist ics
(PBS), the National Con-
sumer Price Index for
February 2026 increased
by 0.27 per cent over
January 2026 and was
up by 6.98pc from the
corresponding month of
2025.Analysts at Topline
Securities noted that
this increase is in line
with their estimate of
6.75-7.25pc.

Arif Habib Limited
observed that this is the
highest increase since
October 2024.

The report showed
that the Urban Con-
sumer Price Index for
February 2026 increased
by 0.27pc over January
2026 and by 6.79pc from
the corresponding
month last year

The main contribu-
tors that increased from
the previous month in
terms of food were toma-
toes (23.05pc), fresh
fruits (11.48pc), pulse
mash (8.19pc), bever-
ages (1.65pc), meat
(1.45pc), pulse moong
(1.25pc), mustard oil
(1.20pc),  dry fruits
(0.78pc), wheat prod-
ucts (0.68pc), readymade
food (0.44pc) and pulse
gram (0.34pc).

The main contribu-
tors that increased from
the previous month in

terms of non-food were
electricity charges
(10.03pc), cleaning and
laundering (2.09pc), tai-
loring (2.04pc), solid fuel
(1.71pc), and doctor
(MBBS) clinic fee
(1.05pc).The main con-
tributors that fell from
the previous month
were eggs (22.39pc),
chicken (19.99pc), pota-
toes (15.89pc), pulse
masoor (4.03pc), onions
(3.90pc),  fresh veg-
etables (3.88pc), besan
(1.67pc), vegetable ghee
(0.99pc), cooking oil
(0.94pc), gur (0.39pc),
sugar (0.35pc), gram
whole (0.17pc), trans-
port services (10.38pc)
and stationery (0.03pc).

The Rural Con-
sumer Price Index for
February 2026 increased
by 0.28pc over January
2026, and increased by
7.27pc over the corre-
sponding month of the
last year.The Wholesale
Price Index for February
2026 increased by 0.66pc
over January 2026 and
increased by 1.05pc over
the corresponding
month of the last year.

The sensitive price
indicator (SPI), which
tracks changes in prices
of essential goods and
services, showed mod-
est shifts across differ-
ent income quintiles in
February 2026.

Compared to Janu-

ary 2026, all quintiles re-
corded slight declines,
reflecting a marginal eas-
ing in short-term price
pressures. Quintile 1 fell
0.15pc, quintile 2 edged
down 0.02pc, quintile 3
declined 0.20pc, quintile
4 dropped 0.30pc, and
quintile 5 decreased
0.27pc, while the com-
bined index fell 0.12pc.

On a year-on-year
basis, the SPI remained
higher across all
quintiles. The largest in-
crease was seen in
quintile 2 at 5.88pc, fol-
lowed by quintile 3 at
5.02pc, quintile 1 at
4.80pc, quintile 4 at
4.35pc, and quintile 5 at
3.50pc.

NEWS DESK:Once
again, the government
has introduced a contro-
versial policy change
that has created signifi-
cant uproar among stake-
holders in the energy
sector as they brace for
its impact. The net bill-
ing policy has replaced
the net metering regime.

Previously, the con-
sumers under net meter-
ing paid for the differ-
ence between the elec-
tricity they exported to
the grid and the electric-
ity they imported from it.
Under the new regime,
the consumers will pay
different rates for the
units they purchase from
the grid and those they
sell back to it, with the
selling rate considerably
lower than the purchase
rate.

This shift in policy
on electricity generation
and grid distribution, la-
belled as the Prosumer
Regulations 2026, has
fundamentally altered
the economics of solar
energy investments in
Pakistan. It has far-
reaching implications
not only for consumers
who invested heavily in
rooftop solar panels in
recent years but also for
industrial units, particu-
larly exporters,  that
adopted this technology
to benefit from cheaper
and cleaner energy.

A recent study on
trade policy measures to
encourage green trade in
Pakistan, published by

the Consortium for De-
velopment Policy Re-
search, states that the
implementation of net
metering created much-
needed momentum for
solar investment by
households and indus-
tries. This momentum
had the potential to im-
prove consumer welfare,
even among middle-in-
come households, while
also generating environ-
mental benefits.

The 2024 report
noted that solar energy
was becoming a staple
source of power genera-
tion due to its wide-
spread adoption. Lower
carbon intensity in the
energy used by export-
ers can help increase ex-
ports to countries that
impose stricter environ-
mental regulations on

trade, such as the Euro-
pean Union.

Although the surge
in imports of solar pan-
els and related environ-
mental goods could ad-
versely affect the trade
balance, the economy
stands to benefit
through higher con-
sumer welfare and in-
creased exports as Paki-
stani firms comply with
environmentally friendly
regulations in destina-
tion markets. Therefore,
any slowdown in the
adoption of environmen-
tally friendly energy pro-
duction could adversely
affect the economy, par-
ticularly as the govern-
ment struggles to raise
exports and reach the
daunting $100 billion
threshold.According to
statist ics from ITC's

importers, China and
India.More than 200 ves-
sels, including oil and
liquefied gas tankers,
have dropped anchor
outside the Strait, ship-
ping data showed on
Sunday. Three tankers
were damaged, and one
seafarer was killed in at-

tacks on Sunday in Gulf
waters.Asian econo-
mies are assessing oil
stockpile availability
and ways to secure al-
ternative supply. South
Korea will offer petro-
leum from its stockpiles
to local industries if sup-
ply disruptions are pro-

longed, while India is
exploring alternative
shipping routes.Still,
prices pared gains after
the steep surge in early
Asian trade, which ana-
lysts attributed to buy-
ers already factoring a
risk premium into prices
in anticipation of the

conflict.Brent had risen
over 19pc this year until
Friday’s close, while
WTI was trading about
17pc higher.Amid the
conflict, Opec+ agreed
on Sunday to a modest
oil  output boost of
206,000 barrels per day
for April.Every Opec+

producer is essentially
producing at capacity
except for Saudi Arabia,
RBC Capital analyst
Helima Croft said.

The International
Energy Agency is in
touch with major pro-
ducers in the Middle
East, director Fatih Birol
said on Sunday. The en-
ergy watchdog coordi-
nates the release of stra-
tegic petroleum reserves
from developed coun-
tries during emergen-
cies.

Globally, visible oil
inventories stood at
7.827 million barrels,
enough for 74 days of
demand, which is near a
historical median,
Goldman Sachs wrote in
a note.

Citi analysts expect
Brent to trade between
$80 and $90 a barrel this
week amid the ongoing
conflict.

“Our baseline view
is that the Iranian lead-
ership changes, or that
the regime changes suf-
ficiently as to stop the
war within 1-2 weeks, or
the US decides to de-es-
calate, having seen a
change in leadership
and set back Iran’s mis-
siles and nuclear pro-
gram over the same time
frame,” Citi analysts led
by Max Layton wrote.

Trademap.org, Pakistan
imported approximately
$2.2 billion worth of pho-
tovoltaic cells in 2024,
mainly from China at
duty-free rates. How-
ever, solar imports in the
first six months of FY26
declined sharply to $450
million, according to Pa-
kistan Single Window
data. Uptake has de-
creased likely due to
policy uncertainty in the
current fiscal year.

Pakistan was the
fourth-largest importer
of assembled solar pan-
els in the world in 2024,
after the United States,
Brazil and India. Between
2020 and 2024, the
growth rate was 53%,
with Pakistan account-
ing for roughly 3% of
global solar panel im-
ports.

NEWS DESK:The
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) has ordered its
stock markets closed
on Monday and Tues-
day as the country reels
from Iran’s retaliatory
missile and drone
strikes, in a sign of the
growing economic dis-
ruption sweeping the
Gulf.

Iran carried out
the strikes in Gulf
countries that have US
bases and assets after
joint attacks on the Is-
lamic republic by Israel
and America.

The UAE Capital
Markets Authority said
the Abu Dhabi Securi-
ties Exchange and
Dubai Financial Market
would remain shut on
March 2 and March 3,
citing its supervisory
and regulatory role over
the country’s capital
markets.

“The Authority will
continue to monitor de-
velopments in the re-
gion and assess the
situation on an ongoing
basis, taking any fur-
ther measures as nec-
essary,” it said in a

statement.
The UAE’s two ex-

changes are home to
some of the region’s
most valuable listed
companies.

The closure keeps
billions of dollars in
listed assets in suspen-
sion as investors await
clarity on the scale of
damage from Saturday
and Sunday’s strikes,
which hit airports,
ports and residential
areas across the UAE
and broader Gulf re-
gion.

Gulf markets that

NEWS DESK:Iran's re-
taliatory strikes across
the Gulf have triggered
the most widespread
business disruption in
the region since the
COVID-19 pandemic,
forcing airport closures,
halting port operations
and sending
shockwaves through fi-
nancial markets.

The attacks,
launched in response to
a joint United States-Is-
raeli assault on Iran,
landed across every ma-
jor state in the Gulf, a
region that has spent
decades building i ts
reputation as one of the
world's most reliable
business hubs.

Three people were
killed by the attacks in
the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), and loud ex-
plosions were heard for
a third day in Dubai and
Abu Dhabi on Monday.

The strikes marked
an unprecedented esca-
lation for Dubai, whose
modern identity was
built on being insulated
from the region's con-
flicts.

From humble begin-
nings as a small fishing
village, the emirate of
Dubai used modest oil
revenue to build ports,
airports and trade cen-

tres before pivoting in
the 1990s to luxury tour-
ism, real estate and fi-
nancial services.

"Regionally, the im-
pact across (Gulf) econo-
mies is mixed," said Vijay
Valecha, Chief Invest-
ment Officer at Century
Financial.

 "Elevated oil prices
provide a fiscal cushion
for producers such as
Saudi Arabia and Qatar,
strengthening revenues
and liquidity.

However, trade, lo-
gistics and tourism, par-
ticularly in the UAE,
would face pressure if

shipping risks rise or re-
gional sentiment
weakens."Stock markets
fallGulf stock markets
fell sharply when trading
opened on Sunday, with
Saudi Arabia's bench-
mark index dropping
more than 4% at the
open and closing down
2.2%. Oman closed down
1.4% and Egypt lost
2.5%, both paring earlier
losses. Qatar’s index
was down 2% in early
trading on Monday.

The fresh crisis has
rattled global markets.

Brent crude rock-
eted to just over $78 a

barrel on Monday, up
from a Friday close of
$72.87.

Asian equities fell
broadly, with Japan's
Nikkei down 1.6%, Hong
Kong's Hang Seng los-
ing 1.8% and Taiwan's
benchmark shedding
0.9%.

UAE, whose finan-
cial markets don't trade
on Sundays, took the
rare step of closing the
exchange on Monday
and Tuesday.

Kuwait was closed
on Sunday and sus-
pended trading until fur-
ther notice.

did open on Sunday
saw sharp declines.

 Saudi Arabia’s
benchmark index fell
more than four per cent
at the open, Oman
dropped 3pc and
Egypt’s main index
shed 5.44pc, while
Kuwait suspended
trading entirely.

All parties were
advised to follow offi-
cial UAE Capital Mar-
kets Authority,

ADX and DFM
channels for updates
on the resumption of
trading.
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Lukaku saves Napoli's blushes

Bangladesh tackle gender barriersUnited climb to third, Fulham
sink sorry Spurs

Samson’s 97 puts India into T20 World Cup semi-final against England

NEWS DESK:Benjamin
Sesko stretched his hot
streak with the winning
goal as Manchester
United beat Crystal Pal-
ace 2-1 to go third in the
Premier League, while
Totte-nham Hotspur
failed to dispel relega-
tion fears after defeat at
Fulham.

Sesko was handed
his first start in seven
games since Michael
Carrick took charge at
Old Trafford and re-
warded his boss with
another vital goal to
edge United closer to a
return to the Champions
League.

Palace had taken an
early lead at Old Trafford

when Maxence Lacr-oix
outmuscled Leny Yoro
to guide in a header from
Brennan Johnson’s cor-
ner.

But United hit back
to remain unbeaten un-
der Carrick and take their
tally to 19 points from a
possible 21.

The game swung
on one incident as
Lacroix was sent off and
conceded a penalty for
pulling back Matheus
Cunha just before the
hour mark.

Bruno Fernandes
confidently stroked the
resulting spot-kick past
former team-mate Dean
Henderson.Fernandes
was then the creator for

the second as his curl-
ing cross was powered
in by Sesko.

The Slovenian has
now scored seven times
in his last eight appear-
ances to quieten critics
of his 74 million ($100
million) price tag after a
slow start to his career
in England.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Tottenham remain peril-
ously poised just four
points above the relega-
tion zone as interim boss
Igor Tudor again failed
to halt their alarming
slide after a 2-1 defeat at
Craven Cottage.

Harry Wilson and
Alex Iwobi gave Fulham
a deserved half-time lead

Sadaf, Fatima star as Pakistan thrash
South Africa for consolation victory

NEWSDESK:Romelu
Lukaku kept Napoli on
course for a Champi-
ons League spot with
a last-gasp winner in
Saturday's 2-1 victory
over rock-bottom
Verona, the Belgium
forward's first goal of
the season.

Lukaku forced
home Giovane's cross
to give third-placed
Napoli all three points
with the last kick of the
game at the Stadio
M a r c a n t o n i o
Bentegodi.

Napoli had looked
like dropping points in
northern Italy when
Jean-Daniel Akpa
Akpro levelled Rasmus
Hojlund's early opener
in the 65th minute.

But Lukaku, who

only played his first
game of the season in
late January, gave
Napoli a huge win with
both Como and
Atalanta pushing for a
top-four placing.

However Napoli's
title defence is all but
over as they trail run-
away league leaders In-
ter Milan, who host
Genoa in Saturday's
late match, by 11
points after an injury-
ravaged season.

Napoli were miss-
ing key midfielders
Scott McTominay,
Kevin De Bruyne and
Andre-Frank Anguissa
on Saturday, as well as
captain Giovanni Di
Lorenzo.

Verona, under in-
terim coach Paolo

Sammarco following
the sacking of Paolo
Zanetti earlier this
month, are 10 points
from safety after a
12th straight match
without a win.

Como, who face
Inter in the first leg of
the Italian Cup semi-fi-
nals on Tuesday,
strolled to 3-1 victory
over strugglers Lecce
to continue their push
for a first-ever qualifi-
cation for European
football.

Cesc Fabregas's
team are two points be-
hind Roma, in fourth
and Juventus' oppo-
nents on Sunday, and
five behind Napoli.

Star man Nico Paz
started on the bench
for Como ahead of that

as they moved up to
ninth and back into con-
tention for European
football next season.

Richarlison headed
in a late consolation for
Tottenham, but they re-
main the only Premier
League side without a
win in 2026.

The one crumb of
comfort for Spurs was
defeat for relegation ri-
vals Nottingham Forest,
2-1 against Brighton and
Hove Albion.

All three goals ar-
rived in the first 15 min-
utes as Diego Gomez and
Danny Welbeck netted
for the Seagulls either
side of Morgan Gibbs-
White’s reply.

Forest  sit  two
points above the drop
zone ahead of a daunt-
ing trip to Manchester
City on Wednesday.On
Saturday, Manchester
City shrugged off the ab-
sence of Erling Haaland
to keep on tail of Premier
League leaders Arsenal
with a 1-0 win against
Leeds United.

Haaland was absent
for the trip to the city of
his birth due to a minor
injury that Pep Guardiola
described as “not a big
problem”.

Without the Norwe-
gian, City were far from
their best but ground out
a vital  three points
against a Leeds side that
had lost just twice in
their previous 16 games.

N E W S D E S K :
Bangladesh's national
football team face daunt-
ing odds at their first-
ever Women's Asian
Cup, but have already
scored a major victory
by qualifying.

In the South Asian
nation of 170 million,
social stigma, family ex-
pectations, poverty and
religious hardliners
have long relegated
women and girls to
sports sidelines.The
first women's football
league matches took
place in 2011, and the
squad, known to fans as
the Red and Green, have
kept pressing forward
despite deeply embed-
ded prejudices.

"Many more girls
would have joined us if
the community had been
even slightly support-
ive," captain Afeida
Khandaker told AFP
ahead of her side's
March 3 debut in
Australia.In rural areas
especially, women and
girls are discouraged
from or even harassed
for playing sport, with
some religious leaders
deeming it indecent.

"Girls often had to
quit football after pri-
mary school,"
Khandaker said.
"Neighbours would
complain about how
teenage girls could play
football while wearing
shorts."To stay on the
pitch, girls also have to
fend off pressure to

NEWS DESK:Sadaf
Shamas starred with
the bat while skipper
Fatima Sana delivered
an all-round show to
help Pakistan women
thrash South Africa in
the third and final One-
day International for a
119-run consolation
victory at the
Kingsmead Cricket
Ground on Sunday.

Sadaf scored a 71-
ball 97 (16 fours and a
six) while Fatima
added a late 60 off 41
(three fours and five
sixes) to boost the visi-
tors to 306 before
Sadia Iqbal’s 3-41 and
Fatima’s 2-29 saw

South Africa bundled
out for 187.

Put in to bat first,
Pakistan lost opening
batter Gul Feroza early
before Sadaf and Sidra
Amin (41) stitched a
130-run partnership.

Pakistan stood at
164-3 following the
duo’s departure but lost
two quick wickets,
which required a res-
cue effort of sorts and
Fatima, along with
Najiha Alvi were up to
the task.

The pair put up 65
for the sixth wicket be-
fore Najiha was dis-
missed in the 48th over.
Fatima brought up her

fifth ODI half-century
and remained unbeaten.

For the Proteas,
Sune Luus bagged 3-
42 while Nonkululeko
Mlaba returned figures
of 2-56.

In reply, Tasmia
Rubab (1-19) provided
Pakistan with the first
breakthrough as she
dismissed Tazmin Brits
in her first over.

Fatima continued
the momentum with
her pace as she bagged
the scalps of her coun-
terpart Laura
Wolvaardt and Luus for
a duck in space of three
deliveries to reduce the
hosts to 7-3 after two

NEWS DESK:Sanju
Samson’s sparkling
unbeaten 97 kept alive
India’s dream of re-
taining the T20 World
Cup at home as they
knocked out the West
Indies with a five-
wicket win in Kolkata
on Sunday to set up a
semi-final against En-
gland.

Samson hit 12
fours and four sixes in
his superb 50-ball
knock in the winner-
takes-all final Super
Eights match to thrill a
capacity 67,000 fans at
a pulsating Eden Gar-
dens.

After the West
Indies smacked 70 off
the last five overs to
score 195-4 after be-
ing asked to bat, India
lost two early wickets
but were always up
with the required rate.

Samson, opening
for the second match
in succession, led the
way.When India
slipped to 41-2, he was
joined by captain
Suryakumar Yadav
(18) and the pair

added 58 for the third
wicket.

Tilak Varma was
next to join Samson
and scored 27 off 15
before departing in the
15th over with the
score 141-4 and India

still needing 55.
Samson stood

firm and though
Hardik Pandya fell for
17, India reached the
target with four balls
to spare to spark cel-
ebrations and fire-

works.
Jason Holder and

Rovman Powell ear-
lier put on an unbroken
stand of 76 for the fifth
wicket to help the
West Indies set the
defending champions

a target of 196 to stay
alive.

The West Indies
sprang a surprise at
the top of the order,
promoting Test cap-
tain Roston Chase to
open alongside T20

skipper Shai Hope.
That enabled

them to bring in an
extra spinner, Akeal
Hosein, with regular
opener Brandon King
left out.In their defeat
to South Africa last

week, the West Indies
slumped to 83-7 but
the new-look opening
partnership was more
a s s u r e d . S p i n n e r
Varun Chakravarthy
got the first break-
through, bowling Hope

for a sluggish 32.
Shimron Hetmyer

raced to 27 off 12 balls
before falling to the
faintest of edges off
Jasprit Bumrah to
make it 102-2.

After Chase fell
for 40 and Sherfane
Rutherford followed,
Powell and Holder
launched their brutal
late assault.Powell fin-
ished on 34 not out
from 19 balls with two
sixes and three fours,
while Holder was un-
beaten on 37 off 22
balls with three sixes
and two fours.

It could have been
better for India but
they dropped three
regulation catches in a
sloppy fielding display,
including Chase when
he had made just 15.

South Africa, the
only unbeaten side in
the tournament, beat
Zimbabwe by five
wickets earlier on Sun-
day and will face
New Zealand in
Kolkata in the first
semi-final on Wednes-
day.

clash with Inter, the
Argentine starlet com-
ing on midway through
the second half with the
hosts already two goals
to the good.

Como went behind
early to a fine Lassana
Coulibaly header, but
Tasos Douvikas, Jesus
Rodriguez and Marc
Oliver Kempf all netted
before half-time to se-
cure a simple three
points.

Como moved two
points ahead of sixth-
placed Juve who face
Roma trying to stay in
touch with the Cham-
pions League places
after being eliminated
from Europe's elite club
competition by
Galatasaray on
Wednesday.

overs.
First drop Faye

Tunnicliffe (47) and
top-scorer Annerie
Dercksen (54) then
stitched an 85-run alli-
ance for the fourth
wicket, before the
former was out caught
and bowled by Nashra
Sundhu (2-25).

Sinalo Jafta (33)
joined Dercksen at the
crease and put together
50 runs before being
removed by Sadia.

Umm-e-Hani (2-
35) sent Dercksen
back in the hut six de-
liveries later to leave the
hosts 147-6 after 27
overs.

marry before they turn
18.Local league player
Ennima Khanom Richi,
20, said many of her
teammates were forced
out of football and into
arranged marriages.

"Families often
cannot bear the social
pressure, so they stop
their girls from playing,"
she said.'Bitter words'

Two years of politi-
cal turmoil have only in-
creased the obstacles.

Emboldened by up-
heaval since the 2024
uprising that overthrew
the government, Islam-
ist activists have di-
rected much of their at-
tention towards
Bangladeshi women, ac-
cusing them of insuffi-
cient modesty.Several
women's football
matches were cancelled
last year after pitch in-
vasions and threats of

violence.While the
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party, which won last
month's general elec-
tions, has vowed to back
women's rights, an Is-
lamist coalition's unprec-
edented share of the
vote stirred fears of re-
gressive gender
p o l i c i e s . S k i p p e r
Khandaker, from a south-
ern constituency where
Islamist lawmakers won
the recent polls, knows
the cost of serving as a
role model.

"My sister and I
both wanted to be
footballers, and for that
my parents -- especially
my mother -- had to en-
dure bitter words," said
the 20-year-old, who
started playing at the
age of five.Her father,
Khandaker Arif Hossain
Prince,  backed his
daughters' athletic ambi-

tions, but he noted not
all families have that
luxury."Our aspiring
footballers come from
marginalised families,
and it is often not pos-
sible for them to provide
financial support," said
Prince, a women's foot-
ball organiser."Some of
their parents are rick-
shaw pullers, labourers,
or tea vendors... Some
cannot afford it and quit
football. I feel like quit-
ting too every time I see
a girl leaving the game."

Shifting attitudes
While on a break

from passing drills at an
early morning training
session at the National
Stadium in Dhaka,
Bangladesh Football
Federation coach Saiful
Bari Titu, 53, said "just
talking about the
women's team is a privi-
lege for me".
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$60bn Indian plan for river storage raises alarm

Will not allow any entity to use
neighbouring territory
to destabilise our peace,

president says in joint sitting

Govt to translate impact of rising global oil prices to
consumers under existing fortnightly mechanism

Pakistan making ‘full diplomatic efforts’ to de-escalate
situation in Middle East, says Dar

NEWS DESK: Around
$60 billion in investment
by New Delhi on storage
projects along the two
major western rivers —
the Jhelum and Chenab
— flowing from India-
held Kashmir could soon
become a lethal weapon
against Pakistan, poten-
tially causing both
floods and droughts.

At a recent federal-
provincial dialogue on
water storage projects,
Water and Power Devel-
opment Autho-rity
(Wapda) Chair-man re-
tired Lt Gen Muhammad
Saeed reported that
In-dia’s $60bn invest-
ment plan was estimated
to increase New Delhi’s
storage capacity on
these rivers to 55-60
days, up from around 15
days at present.

“Such capacity
could cause drought in
Pakistan, given a nearly
two-month window to
stop normal flows, par-
ticularly when crops
need crucial water down-
stream,” a participant at
the briefing told Dawn.
“Conversely, India can
trigger floods at will dur-
ing monsoon or heavy
rainfall  by releasing
stored water, something
it has been doing re-
cently even with its ex-
isting 15-day storage
capacity,” he added.

Therefore, Pakistan
must urgently build large
reservoirs as prepared-
ness measures to cap-
ture floodwaters for use
when India disrupts
flows, and to hold sub-

stantial quantities in
case of sudden dis-
charges to avoid devas-
tation.

The Wapda chair-
man stressed that Paki-
stan would need new
flood reservoirs to con-
serve surplus water and
mitigate potential
shocks. An official said
Pakistan must aggres-
sively develop water
storage to capture re-
peated annual floodwa-
ters that otherwise flow
into the sea.
Weaponisation of river
flows by India through
ongoing investments,
the official  warned,
could pose existential
challenges.

Held on Feb 17, the
session was presided
over by Water Re-
sources Minister Mian
Moeen Wattoo and at-

tended by the AJK PM
and the GB CM, but not
the provincial chief min-
isters. The prime minis-
ter had also asked chief
secretaries and irrigation
secretaries to attend.

Sindh’s irrigation
minister and secretary
warned that Pakistan
was already water-defi-
cient and that river flows
did not justify a large
dam. They added that
lower riparians were not
receiving enough drink-
ing water under the cur-
rent situation and that
additional dams could
aggravate conditions.

Therefore, detailed
feasibility and economic
assessments should be
prepared before taking
any decision.

They also noted
that projects developed
in urgency in response

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Monday said Paki-
stan was making “full
diplomatic efforts” to de-
escalate the regional
situation following at-
tacks by the United
States and Israel on Iran.

“This recent escala-
tion … has … signifi-
cantly heightened ten-
sions in an already vola-
tile and fragile environ-
ment. We are making full
diplomatic efforts and
requesting all parties to
de-escalate,” Dar said
during a media briefing
in Islamabad.

He recalled Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s visit to Austria
and noted that he held
discussions with the In-
ternational Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA),
saying that the “feed-
back was positive”.

He said that “seri-
ous developments” had
taken place at a time
when “diplomatic efforts
were underway to reach
a peaceful and nego-
tiable … solution”.

“But what triggered
all of a sudden engulfed
… almost all countries,”
he said.

He then referred to
a high-level meeting
chaired by the prime min-
ister on Sunday, which
reviewed the regional
environment and the
situation between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.

NEWS DESK: Amid dis-
ruption to LNG imports
from Qatar, the govern-
ment on Monday de-
cided to keep translating
the impact of rising glo-
bal oil prices to consum-
ers under the existing
fortnightly pass-
through mechanism to
avoid a fiscal bulge amid
close monitoring of sup-
plies.

A meeting of the
newly created 18-mem-
ber cabinet committee,
constituted by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
to monitor petroleum
prices in the wake of the
emerging situation in the
region, was told that
petrol and diesel stocks
in the country were suf-
ficient for almost a 30-
day cover but Qatar Gas
had closed its liquefied
natural gas (LNG) facil-
ity after it came under
Iranian attack.

Official communi-
cation from Doha about
the latest situation was,
however, still awaited.
LNG supplies would
nevertheless not be

available beyond a few
cargoes that had already
crossed the Strait of
Hormuz towards
Karachi.

The 18-member
cabinet body consti-
tuted by the prime min-
ister included the minis-
ters for petroleum and
power; the State Bank of
Pakistan governor; the
secretaries of petroleum,
power and finance; the
chairman of the Oil and
Gas Regulatory Author-
ity; the managing direc-
tor of Pakistan Refinery

Limited; and representa-
tives of Inter-Services
Intelligence and the In-
tell igence Bureau,
among others.

The meeting fo-
cused on the impact of
the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz and authori-
ties concerned were di-
rected to explore alter-
nate supply routes.

It was reported that
while there was no emer-
gent situation, Saudi
supplies of finished
products could be
routed through the Red

Sea, while UAE imports
through Fujairah were
beyond the troubled
route.

According to an of-
ficial handout, the com-
mittee also undertook a
comprehensive stock-
taking exercise and de-
liberated on all matters
within its mandate.

Members reviewed
trends in forward and
futures prices of petro-
leum products, assessed
the resilience of regional
and international supply
chains amid the evolv-

ing geopolitical environ-
ment, examined poten-
tial short and medium-
term foreign exchange
implications of price
volatility, and evaluated
measures to prevent
supply disruptions while
ensuring uninterrupted
domestic availability of
petroleum products.

The possible fiscal
impact of a prolonged
conflict was also consid-
ered, but there was a
lack of visibility due to
uncertainties.

A detailed assess-
ment of global oil market
conditions was pre-
sented, including move-
ments in international
benchmarks, freight and
insurance costs, ship-
ping route dynamics, and
alternative sourcing op-
tions. Various supply
and pricing scenarios
were evaluated to ensure
preparedness under dif-
ferent contingencies. It
was, however, noted that
these costs would be-
come clear once the Lon-
don market started busi-
ness.

to Indian actions might
not prove to be a bank-
able solution — perhaps
an indirect reference to
the Rs500bn Neelum-
Jhelum Hydropower
Project that remains
mostly out of order.

The GB leadership
suggested the region
should be granted mem-
bership of the Indus
River System Authority
(Irsa) to ensure national
representation, or at
least observer status to
participate in decision-
making.

The AJK PM said
given Kashmir’s status
as the source of river
flows, it would welcome
more dams, storage facili-
ties and hydropower
projects. How-ever, he
stressed the need for fi-
nancial incentives so
that the Kashmiri popu-

lation not only took
pride in its contributions
but also benefitted eco-
nomically.

Punjab fully sup-
ported new flood stor-
age projects and offered
to sit down with Sindh’s
leadership, providing
assurances and institu-
tional guarantees to ad-
dress grievances and
reservations.

K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa demanded
that its Chashma Right
Bank Canal lift-cum-grav-
ity project be developed
at the earliest, noting
that the province had
been unable to utilise its
water share without it.
The Wapda chairman
assured representatives
that tenders had already
been issued and that the
project would be
prioritised.

NEWS DESK: President
Asif Ali Zardari on Mon-
day addressed a joint
sitting of Parliament
amid a ruckus by mem-
bers of the opposition,
saying that Pakistan
would not “allow any
entity, domestic or for-
eign to use neighbouring
territory to destabilise
our peace”.

This was his ninth
address to a joint ses-
sion of Parliament in his
capacity as president.
His address was punc-
tuated with sloganeering
from the opposition, who
chanted, “Go, Zardari,
go” and “Khan ko reha
karo (free Imran Khan)”.

At one point, the
opposition gathered in
front of the speaker’s
dias and continued to
raise slogans.

President Zardari
began his address by
saying that it was his
“singular privilege” to
address the house for
the ninth time at the be-
ginning of the new par-
liamentary year. “Each
such address is a re-
minder of the continuity
of the democratic system
and the responsibility
we carry as representa-
tives of the people of
Pakistan,” he said. “The
past year has reminded
us that the strength of
our republic lies in its
Constitution,” he said.
“As we gather here to-
day, we stand on the
foundation laid by those
who shaped our national
journey,” he said. He
said that the founder of
the nation, Mohammad
Ali Jinnah, had
envisoned a democratic
state rooted in constitu-
tionalism and the rule of
law. “The last time I was
president, I unilaterally
returned the powers
given to the presidency
back to the House of Par-

liament as envisioned in
the 1973 Constitution,
through the 18th
Amendment,” he said.

“Today, the presi-
dency stands as a sym-
bol of unity … a bridge
between federating units
and a guardian of con-
stitutional law,” he said.

‘Past 10 months
have tested nation’

He further said that
the past ten months had
tested the nation in “pro-
found and complex
ways”.  He said that
when the country’s sov-
ereignty was chal-
lenged, Pakistan re-
sponded with “strategic
restraint and firm re-
solve”.

He said that con-
fronted with “unpro-
voked attacks on both
our borders one after the
other”, the armed forces
responded with profes-
sionalism and discipline.

Talking about
Marka-i-Haq, he said
that they turned India’s
attack on the mother-
land into a strategic vic-
tory. “On the western
border, when the Taliban
regime ramped up a long
line of attacks, on the
night of Feb 26, our se-
curity forces acted deci-
sively,” he said. “The
polit ical  leadership
stood united; the people
stood resolute,” he said.
He expressed gratitude
to the armed forces for
defending the country’s
border.  “It is because of
their vigilance, bravery
and service that we are
sitting here secure in our
workplace and homes,”
he said. He said that the
sacrifices of the
country’s armed forces
and law enforcement
agencies in both con-
flicts could not be re-
duced to mere numbers.

“We only see their
actions on the media

with pride. We don’t re-
ally see their blood and
sweat and tears that go
into their training and
service. Each operation
reflects planning, disci-
pline and restraint. Each
martyr represents a fam-
ily that has borne the
ultimate [sacrifice] for
Pakistan’s stability,” he
said.

He said that 2025
marked a turning point
for Pakistan, defined by
the resounding military
victory in Marka-i-Haq.

He also talked
about occupied Kash-
mir, saying that nobody
in South Asia would be
free or safe until the
Kashmiris won their free-
dom. He said that India’s
leaders had said they
were preparing for an-
other war.

“As a life-long ad-
vocate for peace, I would
not recommend it. At the
same time, I will also say
that any aggressor
should prepare for an-
other humiliating defeat;
make no mistake, we are
ready for you. Move
away from warfare to
meaningful negotiation.
That is the only path for
regional security,” he
said. “Pakistan is a re-
sponsible nuclear state
and understands the
weight of that responsi-
bility. At the same time,
we are a state that de-
fends itself when re-
quired. Our conduct re-
flects maturity, confi-
dence and clarity of pur-
pose,” he said. ‘Will not
allow any entity to use
neighbouring territory
to destabilise peace’

He said that last
week, when India began
to amplify proxy opera-
tions via Afghanistan,
the Taliban regime saw
what Pakistan can do
when pushed past the
red line.

Punjab CM approves province’s
first cybercrime investigation unit

NEWS DESK:
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz on
Monday approved the
establishment of the
province’s first
cybercrime investiga-
tion unit and made e-
tagging mandatory for
all vehicles, including
motorcycles. Accord-
ing to an official press
release, during a spe-
cial meeting to crack
down on digital terror-
ism and bring cyber
networks under strict
surveillance, the
Punjab CM said the
state’s surveillance
across Punjab would
be significantly inten-
sified in the coming
days. She also di-
rected the establish-
ment of a “micro se-
curity iron shield”
within seven days.
Further, CM Maryam
also gave the go-
ahead for the estab-
lishment of a “Punjab
Cybercrime Investiga-
tion Unit (CCIU)” and

also approved the ap-
pointment of its head,
the handout said.

Further, she also
approved a special pro-
tection cell for women
affected by
cybercrime. She also
approved district-level
cybercrime centres
across Punjab, saying
that no “safe routes”
would be allowed for
criminal groups in the
province, it added.

During the meet-
ing, the Punjab CM
said that e-tagging
would be mandatory
for all vehicles in the
province, including
motorcycles.

Further, she di-
rected to block move-
ment through non-tra-
ditional provincial en-
try points, and the in-
stallation of search-
lights at entry points
and drone surveil-
lance.

She also directed
rooftop monitoring
systems at check

posts and ordered the
department concerned
to procure an ad-
vanced drone defence
system, the press re-
lease said.

She also stressed
on the regulation and
restriction of
unauthorised drone
usage. CM Maryam
stated that combing
operations would con-
tinue to identify terror-
ists and criminal ele-
ments.

She also gave in-
structions to enhance
training and equip the
Riot Management Po-
lice with modern gear.

“We must remain
united and proactive to
eliminate terrorism.
We cannot afford
complacency as ev-
eryone must remain
vigilant,” she was
quoted as saying.

“The nature of
warfare has changed,
and we must adapt
and prepare accord-
ingly,“ she added.

Commenting on the
assassination of Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei and
said: “We are concerned
over the violation of
norms as well as interna-
tional law … that the
heads of state and the
government … have
been targeted.”

The foreign minis-
ter said Pakistan had
consistently urged that
the door to dialogue and
diplomacy must not be
closed.

“Pakistan’s posi-
tion has been clear and
persistent that all coun-
tries must abide by the
principles of the UN
Charter and interna-
tional law, including re-

spect for the sover-
eignty and territorial in-
tegrity of other states, as
well as international hu-
manitarian law,” he said.

He also referred to
his conversation with
Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Aragchi last
week and said, “I con-
veyed Pakistan’s con-
demnation of the at-
tacks, called for diplo-
macy, restraint and dia-
logue, to which he posi-
tively responded.”

However, he said,
on the ground, things
were not settling down.

The foreign Minis-
ter also talked about the
emergency meeting of
the United Nations Se-
curity Council (UNSC)

held on the situation in
the Middle East, saying
“Pakistan’s permanent
representative at the UN
also reiterated Pakistan’s
condemnation of the at-
tack on Iran.”

The deputy prime
minister further stated
that he spoke with the
foreign ministers of sev-
eral countries in this re-
gard. “I think I have not
talked to anyone who
disagrees that dialogue
and diplomacy are the
only way forward, not
only for this region but
wherever there is any
conflict,” he said.

“Pakistan also
stands in full solidarity
with all our brotherly
countries and under-

scores the need to exer-
cise maximum restraint,”
he said, adding that this
was the message
Pakistan’s leadership
was giving in conversa-
tions with others.

He acknowledged
that while Iran’s retalia-
tory strikes were in self-
defence, Pakistan regret-
ted and condemned the
strikes against Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Jordan,
Kuwait, Qatar, and the
United Arab Emirates
and Oman.

“We can’t have
double standards,” he
said. He said that while
Iran had stated that it
had attacked US bases
in these countries, there
was “no justification”.


