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Peace Possible Only If Afghan Taliban Renounce Support for
Terrorism,” Says Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir

No fuel shortage in
Pakistan: finance

minister

NEWS DESK:

Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Wednesday cau-
tioned over oil stocks amid glo-
bal uncertainty due to the US-Is-
rael and Iran war, but said that
there was no emergency-like situ-
ation in Pakistan.

Briefing the Senate Standing
Committee on Finance, the minis-
ter suggested conserving fuel as
a preventive measure.

“We are not going for ration-
ing of fuel as there is no fuel
shortage in the country, but
things could become serious if the
war drags on,” Aurangzeb said in
response to the query by Saleem
Mandviwala, the chairman of the
committee.

The committee was informed
that there were petrol and diesel
stocks for 28 days, crude oil
stocks for 10 days, and liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) and lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) for 15 days.

“But some cargoes have
been stuck in Qatar and to offset
this short supply, the output from
local gas fields was being en-
hanced,” he added.

The committee was informed
that the finance ministry would
hold daily meetings with the rel-
evant departments to monitor the
country’s fuel position and fuel
prices in international markets.

It is worth mentioning that
Pakistan on Wednesday formally
requested that Saudi Arabia pro-
vide an alternative oil supply
route through Yanbu to maintain
its fuel supply chain in the wake
of the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz.Meanwhile, State Bank of
Pakistan Governor Jamil Ahmad
noted that global oil prices could
reach $100 per barrel, which may
increase external sector pressures.

It is worth noting that energy
imports account for a significant
portion of Pakistan’s annual im-
port expenditure.

Ahmad added that
Pakistan’s foreign exchange re-
serves were at a comfortable level
and had reached over $16 billion.

He said the central bank ex-
pected foreign exchange reserves
to reach $18bn by June and
around $20bn by December. At
the same time, the SBP governor
emphasised that the reserves
were not accumulated through
additional borrowing.

He said that the central bank
had purchased approximately
$24bn from the market during the
past three years, adding that these
purchases helped stabilise the
currency and improve external
buffers.

Zeeshan Ahmed,
News Desk:

Rawalpindi, Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ,
COAS & CDF, visited Wana
in South Waziristan to review
the prevailing security situation
and operational preparedness
along the Western border, the
military’s media wing said.

Field Marshal laid a floral
wreath at the Shuhada Monu-
ment to pay homage to the
martyrs who rendered su-

preme sacrifices in defence of
the motherland.

The Field Marshal offered
Fateha and reaffirmed that the
sacrifices of Shuhada remain
the cornerstone of Pakistan’s
security and resilience, the In-
ter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) stated.

During the visit, the Field
Marshal was given a compre-
hensive briefing on the secu-
rity environment,

 ongoing intelligence-
based operations and mea-
sures in place for border man-

agement.
The Field Marshal was

briefed in detail regarding on-
going Operation Ghazab lil
Haq and developments along
Pakistan–Afghanistan border.

Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir interacted with the of-
ficers and troops deployed in
forward areas,

commending their unwa-
vering professionalism, opera-
tional vigilance, and high mo-
rale during the ongoing skir-
mishes.

He lauded their steadfast

commitment to safeguarding
Pakistan’s sovereignty and en-
suring peace and stability in the
region.

The Field Marshal
emphasised that use of Afghan
soil by Fitna al Khawarij and
Fitna al Hindustan for acts of
terrorism against Pakistan

was unacceptable and all
necessary measures would be
taken to neutralize the threat
emanating from across the
border.

The Field Marshal reiter-
ated that peace could only pre-

721000 Afghan Migrants Repatriated from Balochistan: Apex Committee
NEWS DESK:

A detailed review of the law and
order situation, counterterrorism
efforts, and governance reforms
was carried out during the 21st
meeting of the Provincial Apex
Committee held in Quetta under
the chairmanship of Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti.

During the briefing, the com-
mittee was informed that 721,000
Afghan migrants have been re-
patriated from Balochistan, while
close to one million individuals
have returned to Afghanistan
through transit routes across the
province.

The committee strongly de-
nounced the use of Afghan terri-
tory for activities against Pakistan
and commended the Pakistan
Army for its effective defensive
preparedness and swift response
to security threats. The forum re-
affirmed its confidence in the na-
tional leadership, including the
Prime Minister of Pakistan and
Field Marshal Asim Munir.

Officials informed the meet-
ing that operations against ille-
gal foreign nationals are ongoing,
with a cash reward of Rs50,000
announced for citizens providing
verified intelligence. The commit-
tee was also briefed on intensi-
fied action against poppy culti-
vation, leading to the inclusion
of 330 individuals on the Fourth
Schedule.

Disciplinary proceedings
have been initiated against nine
officers accused of involvement
in anti-state activities, while
show-cause notices for termina-
tion have been issued. The com-
mittee viewed the distancing of

families from terrorist elements as
a constructive and encouraging
trend.

The Federal Investigation
Agency presented an update on
operations targeting hawala-
hundi networks and extortion

rackets in Balochistan. Authori-
ties reported 24 arrests and 16
convictions so far, with further
investigations underway. The
Apex Committee expressed satis-
faction over the agency’s im-
proved performance and directed

continued vigilance.
On the education front, the

meeting was informed that
200,000 out-of-school children
were enrolled in schools over the
past year. Biometric attendance
systems have been implemented

in 10 out of 12 universities across
Balochistan, with directives is-
sued to extend the system to col-
leges and schools in the next
phase.

Addressing the session,
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
stated that the impact of deter-
rence policies is becoming evi-
dent and the writ of the state is
steadily strengthening. He under-
scored the importance of a uni-
fied and firm state narrative
against terrorism.

He emphasized that educa-
tion and merit will enable children
of laborers to achieve upward mo-
bility, noting with pride that five
children of laborers were selected
for the Pakistan Air Force this
year. He further highlighted that
28,000 youth from Balochistan are
currently serving in the Pakistan
Army and Frontier Corps, describ-
ing it  as clear proof of the
province’s patriotism.

The Chief Minister con-
cluded by stressing that all state
institutions are aligned to ensure
lasting peace and stability. He
warned that strict legal action
would be taken against elements
involved in spreading anti-state
propaganda, adding that sustain-
able peace is linked to develop-
ment, education, and employment
opportunities.

The meeting was attended
by the Quetta Corps Commander,
senior civil officials, and members
of the military leadership.

vail between both sides if the
Afghan Taliban renounced
their support for terrorism and
terrorist organisations.

Appreciating the Pakistan
Army’s operational prepared-
ness,

the Field Marshal ex-
pressed full confidence in the
combat readiness, synergy,
and resilience of the forma-
tions deployed along Pakistan-
Afghanistan Border.

Upon arrival, the Field
Marshal was received by the
Corps Commander Peshawar.
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Pakistan-Saudi Arabia Defense
Pact – A Historic Milestone in

Bilateral Relations

Editorial:
For over eight decades,
Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia have enjoyed
close and cordial rela-
tions rooted in faith,
friendship, and mutual
cooperation. The recent
visit of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to the
Kingdom has further
strengthened these his-
toric ties, marking a new
chapter in the relation-
ship between the two
brotherly nations.

SMDA An Unprec-
edented Event

The signing of a
Strategic Mutual De-
fense Agreement be-
tween Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
is unprecedented. For
the first  t ime, both
states have formally
pledged that an attack
on one will be consid-
ered an attack on both.

This landmark pact
is not only a testament
to their shared commit-
ment to peace and secu-
rity but also a reflection

of the growing geopo-
litical importance of Pa-
kistan in the wider
Middle East and South
Asia. Over the years,
Saudi Arabia has stood
firmly by Pakistan, ex-
tending support in criti-
cal times, whether finan-
cial, diplomatic, or stra-
tegic. At the same time,
Pakistan has success-
fully managed to main-
tain positive ties with
both Saudi Arabia and
Iran, balancing its role in
a region often marked by
divisions. This ability to
uphold cordial relations
with diverse regional
players demonstrates
Islamabad’s maturity in
diplomacy.

China, Turkey And
Saudi Arabia Fully Sup-
port Pakistan

Equally significant
is the fact that Pakistan
continues to receive
consistent and uncondi-
tional support from ma-
jor global actors such as
China, Turkey, and
Saudi Arabia. These re-
lationships enhance
Pakistan’s leverage on

the international stage
and help consolidate its
role as a bridge between
the Muslim world and
the global community.

The defense agree-
ment with Saudi Arabia
is, therefore, a matter of
immense pride for the Pa-
kistani nation. It not only
secures Pakistan’s stra-
tegic interests but also
strengthens the balance
of power in the region.
Such developments as-
sure the people of Paki-
stan that their country is
not isolated but deeply
engaged in shaping the
future of regional secu-
rity and cooperation.

This Is Indeed A
National Achievement

This historic step
deserves to be cel-
ebrated as a national
achievement.  It is a re-
flection of Pakistan’s
enduring diplomacy and
its ability to transform
long-standing friend-
ships into strategic part-
nerships that ensure sta-
bility, prosperity, and
peace for generations to
come.

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm: Calls
for Resilient Climate Policies Surface

Chandni Kakar:

In the global battle

against climate
change, Balochistan,
Pakistan, serves as a
stark reminder of the
urgent need for cli-
mate resilience. The
province is experienc-
ing increasingly severe
weather events, a con-
sequence of human-
induced climate
change. However,
many residents mis-
take these extreme
weather occurrences
for regular fluctua-
tions, hindering recog-
nition of the escalating
climate crisis.

Balochistan
becoming un-
bearably hot

Balochistan is be-
coming unbearably
hot, with rising tem-
peratures transform-
ing heatwaves into a
year-round threat.
These heatwaves
pose severe health
risks, including heat
stress, dehydration,
and even fatalities. In

2017, Turbat recorded
a scorching 53.5°C
(128.3°F), setting a
record for Pakistan.
Unfortunately, fore-
casts suggest that tem-
peratures will continue
to rise.

However, the cli-
mate challenges in
Balochistan extend be-
yond relentless heat
waves. The province
grapples with devastat-
ing droughts and
floods, both of which
wreak havoc on homes
and infrastructure. The
floods of 2010 and
2022 left nearly 4 mil-
lion people displaced,
disrupting lives and
triggering food short-
ages and price spikes
due to their impact on
the agriculture sector.

The 2022 flood
in Balochistan

underscores the
looming climate

change threat
The 2022 flood

underscored the loom-
ing threat of climate

change over
Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage
is yet to be compre-
hended. However, it
exposed the
province’s vulnerabili-
ties and highlighted the
urgent need for effec-
tive management
strategies.

Balochistan’s an-
nual rainfall of just 200
mm barely meets the
needs of its parched
population. This water
scarcity adversely af-
fects food production,
access to drinking
water, and livestock
numbers, exacerbated
by climate change.
The severe droughts
of 1997-2003 and
2014-2017 forced mi-
grations to water-rich
areas.

CC affects
economy
Climate change

also decimated the
region’s economy

through the loss of
livestock. Between
2010 and 2022, over
1.5 million livestock
were lost, costing over
$1 billion and displac-
ing over 100,000
people, particularly in
districts like Quetta,
Pishin, Turbat,
Pajgure, and Khuzdar.

H o w e v e r ,
Balochistan need not
accept this grim fate.
It requires compre-
hensive strategies tai-
lored to its unique
challenges. The pro-
vincial government
must implement robust
climate change poli-
cies, emphasizing wa-
ter resource manage-
ment and disaster pre-
paredness. Learning
from the tragic dam
collapses of 2022, pre-
ventive measures,
such as effective wa-
ter reservoirs and early
warning systems, are
imperative.  Spreading
awareness about cli-
mate change and pro-
moting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices are

equally crucial.
Tree plantations
could mitigate

sweltering
temperatures

In a province
where tree planting
could mitigate swelter-
ing temperatures and
climate change im-
pacts, government ini-
tiatives should engage
younger generations in
green initiatives.
Achieving a resilient
future necessitates a
collaborative effort in-
volving government,
local communities, civil
society, and the com-
mercial sector.
Balochistan’s path to-
wards resilience be-
gins with a symphony
of collective action.

By addressing
these critical issues,
Balochistan can better
adapt to the challenges
posed by climate
change, ensuring a
more secure and sus-
tainable future for its
residents.

Israel and Iran Conflict and Its Impact on Middle East Stability
Syed Muhammad

Waseem:
Israel and Iran are ex-
changing deadly at-
tacks. Israeli strikes have
hit homes, hospitals, and
aid workers in Tehran.
Iran responded with mis-
sile and drone attacks on
cities like Tel Aviv and
Haifa. Many civilians
have been killed or in-
jured on both sides.

The conflict is draw-
ing global attention.
President Trump left the
G7 early due to the cri-
sis. UK leaders warn
against military action
without approval. Ten-
sions are rising, and the
risk of a wider war is
growing. Global powers
are urging both sides to
de-escalate.

The violence is
shaking the region’s sta-
bility. Political alliances
are shifting, economies
are under pressure, and
millions fear what comes
next.

Behind the strikes
and statements lies a
deeper struggle for mili-
tary power, especially
between Iran and Israel.
From the origins of their
rivalry to current military
actions, regional fallout,
and global reactions, this
article breaks down what
you need to know.
Historical Background

The Iran-Israel con-
flict history began inten-
sifying after the 1979 Ira-
nian Revolution, which
transformed Iran from a
close ally of Israel into
one of its fiercest oppo-
nents.

Iran’s support for
armed groups l ike
Hezbollah and Hamas,
along with Israel’s tar-
geted assassinations
and airstrikes, deepened
the divide.

The October 7
Hamas attack and
Israel’s retaliation
marked a sharp escala-
tion, pushing the conflict
into more direct and dan-
gerous territory.

Over the years, the
tensions have played
out through a timeline of
provocative events.
Iran’s controversial
nuclear program has

drawn repeated warn-
ings and attacks from Is-
rael.

Both nations have
launched cyberattacks
against each other, with
incidents l ike the
Stuxnet virus and strikes
on nuclear sites. Proxy
wars have continued
across Lebanon, Syria,
and Gaza, keeping the
region in a constant
state of unrest.

External powers
have also shaped the
conflict’s course. The
U.S. strongly supports
Israel with military aid
and intelligence, while
Iran receives political
backing from Russia and
economic support from
China.

These global ties
have made the situation
more complex, raising the
stakes and limiting dip-
lomatic solutions.

Current State of the
Conflict

The conflict be-
tween Israel and Iran is
intensifying, with Israel
intercepting 30 drones

and multiple ballistic
missiles from Iran.
Israel’s airstrikes tar-
geted missile storage
and launch sites, while
also killing Iranian chief
of staff Ali Shadmani.

Iran retaliated with
missile strikes on Israel,
causing damage in
places like Herzliya,
though no injuries were
reported. The conflict
has led to at least 224 Ira-
nian and 24 Israeli casu-
alties, with countries like
India and Pakistan
evacuating their citizens
from Tehran.

Israel’s attacks
have disrupted Iranian
energy infrastructure, in-
cluding the South Pars
gas field.

The violence has
strengthened support
for Iran’s hardliners, with
global concerns rising
over the ongoing con-
flict.
Impact on Middle East

Stability
Political

Instability
The Israel-Iran con-

flict is deeply affecting
nearby nations. Syria’s
new Sunni-led govern-
ment has moved away
from Iran.

It sees Israel’s
strikes as helpful in re-
ducing Iranian influence.
Iraq is under pressure as
Iran-backed mili tias
grow more aggressive.
Lebanon’s Hezbollah
has lost strength and is
avoiding direct involve-
ment, though tensions
remain high.

Jordan and Egypt
are walking a careful line.
Jordan fears instability
and has warned against
any attacks from its ter-
ritory.

Egypt is worried
about its energy supply
and trade routes like the
Suez Canal.

Disruptions could
hurt its economy, which
depends heavily on im-
ports and stable fuel ac-
cess.

Both nations aim to
avoid being drawn into
the conflict.

As the war drags

on, regional alliances are
shifting. Syria is moving
closer to the West. Iraq
struggles to balance re-
lations with Iran and the
U.S.

 Egypt and Jordan
are working to protect
their own security. This
conflict is not just about
two nations—it’s
changing the political
map of the Middle East.

Security
and Military Impact

The Israel-Iran con-
flict has triggered a re-
gional arms race. Coun-
tries like Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Egypt are in-
creasing their defense
spending.

 They want to up-
grade weapons, air de-
fenses, and missile sys-
tems.

This rise in military
buildup reflects growing
fears of future attacks.

The chances of a
wider war are also rising.
Iran’s support for militias
and Israel’s direct strikes
have already pulled

Syria, Iraq, and Lebanon
into tension.

 Any miscalculation
or surprise attack could
quickly expand the con-
flict. This creates con-
stant fear across the
Middle East.

To prepare, nations
are strengthening mili-
tary ties with global
powers. U.S.

bases in Jordan and
Iraq are on high alert. At
the same time, Russia
and China are showing
more interest in the re-
gion. The Middle East is
turning into a major zone
of power competition
and possible war.

Economic Conse-
quences

The conflict has
sent shockwaves
through oil markets.
Brent crude spiked by
nearly 7%, reaching
$74.60 per barrel. Inves-
tors fear Iran could close
the Strait of Hormuz a vi-
tal route for global oil.
Any disruption here
could push oil prices
above $100, hurting both

producers and consum-
ers.

Trade routes and
airlines are also affected.
Several carriers sus-
pended flights to Iran,
Iraq, and nearby na-
tions. Jordan, Iraq, and
Iran closed their air-
space, halting traffic on
some of the world’s busi-
est air corridors. These
changes hurt tourism
and slow cargo move-
ment across continents.

Conflict-hit coun-
tries like Iran face added
economic pressure.
Sanctions, rising infla-
tion, and oil infrastruc-
ture damage are worsen-
ing Tehran’s financial
crisis. Iraq and Lebanon
may also suffer due to
economic ties with Iran
and ongoing instability.
Global inflation may rise
if this war continues.

Humanitarian and
Social Consequences

The human toll is
rising fast. Over 220 Ira-
nians, including women
and children, have been
killed.

 Israeli casualties
are also growing. Mis-
siles and airstrikes are
displacing families, de-
stroying homes, and
leaving civilians trapped
in unsafe areas.

Anger is spreading
across the region. Anti-
Israel protests have
erupted in Iraq, Leba-
non, and Egypt.

 At the same time,
anti-Iran sentiment is
growing in countries like
Jordan and Syria. The
conflict is deepening
political divides and fu-
eling mistrust among
neighboring popula-
tions.

This rising hostility
is damaging regional
unity. People are taking
sides based on political
or religious beliefs.
Online hate speech and
propaganda are also in-
creasing.

If the conflict con-
tinues, the social fabric
of many Middle Eastern
countries could unravel
even further.

International Reac-
tions and Mediation

Efforts

The United States
strongly backs Israel
and warns Iran of
tougher retaliation.
President Trump stated
that future strikes could
be even more brutal if
Tehran doesn’t  step
back. Meanwhile, the
EU and United Nations
have urged both sides to
show restraint and return
to dialogue to avoid a
wider war.

Russia and China
have taken a different
stance.

 Both nations criti-
cized Israel’s actions and
called for a peaceful so-
lution.

Russia offered to
host peace talks, while
China emphasized the
need to protect energy
routes and maintain re-
gional stability.

Despite rising ten-
sion, diplomatic efforts
are slowly moving.

The UN is consid-
ering emergency talks,
and some countries are
proposing fresh sanc-
tions on Iran.

Others are pushing
for a ceasefire and talks
to prevent further blood-
shed and protect civil-
ians on both sides.

Conclusion
The Israel-Iran con-

flict has triggered politi-
cal instability, military
escalation, and eco-
nomic shockwaves.
Neighboring countries
like Syria,

Lebanon, and Iraq
face serious risks, while
oil  prices and trade
routes are under pres-
sure.

Civilian lives have
been lost, and public an-
ger is growing. Global
powers are taking sides,
but some are also push-
ing for peace.

This conflict is not
just about two nations,
it affects the whole re-
gion and beyond. With
rising deaths and eco-
nomic damage,

 urgent diplomacy is
needed. Only strong re-
gional cooperation and
global mediation can
stop the violence and
bring long-term peace.
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Pakistan Embassy in UAE halts in-
person services ‘until further notice’

Trump claims 'everything's been knocked out' in Iran

At least 101 people missing after submarine attack
on Iranian ship off Sri Lanka, sources say

US Congress considers moves to curtail
Trump’s war powers

X suspends revenue sharing for
undisclosed AI war videos

03

NEWS DESK:The US
Congress meets this
week to consider a Sen-
ate war powers resolu-
tion and two competing
measures in the House
of Representatives
aimed at limiting Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s au-
thority to expand US mili-
tary operations against
Iran without explicit con-
gressional approval.

The Senate resolu-
tion, led by Senator Tim
Kaine (Democrat–Vir-
ginia), invokes the War
Powers Resolution of
1973, which was enacted
during the Vietnam War
to check presidential
war-making authority. If
adopted, it would require
the termination of the
US armed forces’ in-
volvement in hostilities
against Iran unless Con-
gress authorises their
continuation.

“The Constitution
says we’re not supposed
to be at war without a
vote of Congress,”
Kaine said. “The lives of
our troops are at risk. We
ought to come back to
Washington right away
and vote on this.”

In the House, Rep.
Ro Khanna (Democrat–
California) and Rep.
Thomas Massie (Repub-
lican–Kentucky) have
introduced a bipartisan
resolution directing the
president to remove US

NEWS DESK:The
Pakistan Embassy in
the United Arab Emir-
ates (USE) announced
the temporary suspen-
sion of its in-person
consular services “un-
til further notice” on
Wednesday in view of
the evolving regional
situation.

A circular issued
by the embassy re-
ferred to an advisory
by the UAE Ministry
of Human Resources
and Emiratisation rec-
ommending remote
work for the private
sector, discouraging
workers from remain-
ing in open areas.

The embassy
termed the measure
“precautionary”, say-
ing it had been taken
“in the interest of the
safety and well-being
of community mem-
bers and embassy
staff alike”.It provided
emergency contact
numbers for commu-

NEWS DESK:US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Tuesday boasted of
wide damage on Iran in-
flicted by the US-Israel
attack, while denying
that Israel had forced his
hand into launching the
war.  "Just about
everything's been
knocked out," Trump
said as he met German
Chancellor Friedrich
Merz, answering his first
questions from report-
ers since the strikes be-
gan on Saturday.

Trump's administra-
tion has given conflict-
ing reasons for going to
war, with Secretary of
State Marco Rubio say-
ing Monday that the US
did so only after learn-
ing that ally Israel was
going to strike.  But
Trump walked that back,
saying that he acted to
prevent Tehran launch-
ing an assault first.

"Based on the way
the negotiation was go-
ing, I think they (Iran)
were going to attack first.
And I didn't want that to
happen," Trump said in
the Oval Office. "So, if
anything, I might have
forced Israel's hand."

The US president
has also faced criticism
for the lack of an appar-
ent day-after plan for
Iran, and he admitted
that he was not sure how
the situation would play
out after the conflict. "I
guess the worst case

would be, we do this,
and then somebody
takes over who's as bad
as the previous person,
right?" Trump said, re-
ferring to Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

Iran's supreme
leader was killed in air
strikes on the first day
of the conflict. "I guess
the worst case would be,
we do this, and then
somebody takes over
who's as bad as the pre-
vious person, right?"
said Trump. "That could
happen. We don't want
that to happen."

Trump also told
protesters in Iran to hold
off any major moves un-
til the situation had sta-
bilized. He has also used
the recent deadly crack-
down on protests in Iran
as a justification for the
war. "We've said, don't
do it yet. If you're going
to go out and protest,
don't do it yet," Trump
added.

He said that two
waves of US-Israeli at-
tacks on Iran had killed
figures he had eyed as
potential new leaders,
adding that there had
been a "substantial" new
attack on a meeting to
choose the new leader-
ship.  "Most of the
people we had in mind
are dead," he said. "Now
we have another group.
They may be dead also,
based on reports."

Trump further said

the reason there wasn’t
an evacuation plan for
embassies is that “it hap-
pened all very quickly.”
“I thought we were go-
ing to have a situation
where we were going to
be attacked.

They were getting
ready to attack Israel.
They were getting ready
to attack others,” he
said, referring to Iran.

He also said on

Tuesday that he expects
oil prices to fall once his
administration’s military
operations in Iran end.
“As soon as this ends
those prices are going to
drop, I believe, lower
than even before,” he
said.

Earlier, Trump had
said that it was too late
for talks with Iran even
though Tehran wants
them, according to AFP.

"Their air defense,
Air Force, Navy, and
Leadership is gone.
They want to talk.

I said 'Too Late!'"
Trump wrote in a Truth
Social post, two days
after saying he had
agreed to talks, amid the
joint Israeli-US bom-
bardment of Iran.

Trump has renewed
his criticism of Britain
for initially holding off

NEWS DESK:Social
media platform X an-
nounced on Tuesday
that it would suspend
creators from its rev-
enue sharing program
for 90 days if they
posted AI-generated
videos of armed con-
flicts without disclos-
ing that they were ar-
tificially made, the
company said.

The policy
change, announced by
an executive of the
Elon Musk-owned
platform, targets what
the company de-
scribed as a threat to
information authentic-

ity amid the ongoing
war pitting the US and
Israel against Iran.

“During times of
war, it is critical that
people have access to
authentic information
on the ground,” X’s
head of product Nikita
Bier said,

adding that cur-
rent AI technologies
make it “trivial to cre-
ate content that can
mislead people”.

X said on Monday
that it would “continue
to refine” its policies
and product to ensure
the platform “can be
trusted during these

NEWS DESK:At ?least
101 ?people were miss-
ing ?and 78 ?were
wounded after a ?sub-
marine ?attack on ?an
Iranian ship off ?Sri
?Lanka's coast, sources
?in ?Sri Lanka's navy
and defence ?ministry
?told ?Reuters on
?Wednesday.

Earlier, it was re-
ported that the Sri
Lankan military rescued
at least 30 people on
board a sinking Iranian
ship near Sri Lankan wa-
ters, the country's for-
eign minister told parlia-

nity members to re-
main in touch if they
needed assistance:

The embassy
added that updates re-
garding resumption of
services would be
communicated “in due
course” through offi-
cial channels.

providing support for
US strikes on Iran.

During his Oval Of-
fice remarks, he lam-
basted British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer.
"This is not Winston
Churchill that we're deal-
ing with," he said, refer-
ring to Britain's revered
wartime leader.

Starmer said on
Monday Britain did ?not
take part in the assault

on Iran by the United
States and Israel because
any British military ac-
tion must have a "viable,
thought-through plan"
and he did not believe in
"regime change from the
skies".

But he has since al-
lowed the US to use UK
bases to launch what he
called limited and defen-
sive strikes to weaken
Tehran's capabilities, af-
ter Iran hit ?US allies in
the region with drones
and missiles.

On Monday, a Brit-
ish base in Cyprus was
hit by a drone that Cyp-
riot ?officials said was
likely launched by Iran-
backed Lebanese group
Hezbollah.

Trump says US will
cut all trade with Spain

Trump said the US
will cut off all trade with
Spain after it refused to
let the US military use its
bases for missions
linked to strikes on Iran.

"Spain has been ter-
rible," Trump stated,
adding that he had told
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent to "cut off all
dealings" with Spain.

"We're going to cut
off all trade with Spain.
We don't want anything
to do with Spain," he
added.

Foreign Minister
Jose Manuel Albares
said Spain would not al-
low its military bases,
which are jointly oper-

ated by the U.S. and
Spain but under Spanish
sovereignty, to be used
for attacks on Iran,
which Spain has con-
demned.

Fifteen US aircraft
have left the Rota and
Moron military bases in
southern Spain since the
attacks on Iran, maps by
flight tracking website
FlightRadar24 showed
on Monday.

Iran says will hit all
Mideast economic hubs
if US-Israeli attacks per-
sist

An Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard general
warned Tuesday that
continued US-Israeli at-
tacks would see Iran
conduct reprisals
against "all economic
centres" in the Middle
East, AFP reported.

"We are saying to
the enemy that if it de-
cides to hit our main
centres, we will hit all
economic centres in the
region," said Ebrahim
Jabbari.

"We have closed
the Strait of Hormuz.
Currently, the price of oil
is above $80 and will
soon reach $200," he was
quoted as saying by Ira-
nian news agency
ISNA, as

Brent crude climbed
above $85 for the first
time since July 2024.

Israel says hit bal-
listic missile production
sites across Iran.

ment.
The Sri  Lankan

navy dispatched a res-
cue mission after a dis-
tress call from the Iranian
ship, a defence ministry
spokesperson said ear-
lier on Wednesday.

Foreign Minister
Vijitha Herath said two
Sri Lankan navy vessels
and an aircraft were de-
ployed for the rescue
operation, but did not
say what caused the Ira-
nian warship to sink.

Herath did not give
further details but said
Sri Lanka would take ap-

forces from hostilities
against  Iran without
congressional approval.

At the same time, a
separate and more cau-
tious House approach
has been backed by
Rep. Josh Gottheimer
(Democrat–New Jersey)
and other centrists, who
have stopped short of
demanding an immedi-
ate halt but called for
compliance with existing
law and congressional
consultation. Gottheimer
said he expects the presi-
dent to “comply with the
War Powers Act.”

The votes follow
coordinated US and Is-
raeli strikes on Iranian
military and political tar-
gets, an escalation that
has reportedly resulted
in American casualties
and raised fears of a
broader regional

conflict.Democratic lead-
ers have framed their po-
sition around congres-
sional oversight rather
than immediate disen-
gagement. Senate Mi-
nority Leader Chuck
Schumer (Democrat–
New York) said he had
urged Secretary of State
Marco Rubio to “be
straight with Congress
and the American
people about the objec-
tives of these strikes and
what comes next,” add-
ing that the Senate
“should return to ses-
sion to pass a war pow-
ers resolution.”

House Minority
Leader Hakeem Jeffries
(Democrat–New York)
also called for classified
briefings and a formal
vote, saying the admin-
istration must “provide
an ironclad justification

for this act of war, clearly
define the national secu-
rity objective and articu-
late a plan to avoid an-
other costly, prolonged
military quagmire in the
Middle East.”

Progressive law-
makers have been more
direct in opposing the
operation. Sen. Bernie
Sanders (Independent–
Vermont) and Sen. Jeff
Merkley (Democrat–Or-
egon) have publicly de-
clared “no war with
Iran.”

But divisions are
visible within the Demo-
cratic Party. Sen. John
Fetterman (Democrat–
Pennsylvania) said he
would oppose the reso-
lution. “It’s not neces-
sary. Honestly, though,
the entire thing, is really
an empty gesture,” he
said.

propriate action.
Local media re-

ported that the ship re-
ported distress off the
coast of Galle in the
southern part of the
country, and that the in-
jured had been admitted
to a hospital in Galle.

An opposition leg-
islator asked in parlia-
ment whether the vessel
had been bombed as
part of the ongoing US-
Israeli attacks against
Iran, but there was no
immediate response
from the government.

Navy spokesman

Buddhika Sampath said
their operation was in
line with Sri Lanka's mari-
time obligations.

"We responded to
the distress call under
our international obliga-
tions, as this is within
our Search and Rescue
Area in the Indian
Ocean," Sampath told
AFP.

Local officials said
the main hospital in
Galle, 115 kilometres (70
miles) south of the capi-
tal, had been placed on
alert  to receive the
evacuated sailors.

It advised Paki-
stani nationals to fol-
low the instructions of
local authorities and
stay informed through
official announce-
ments.

The US and Israel
attacked Iran on Sat-
urday, assassinating

Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei
and carrying out hun-
dreds of airstrikes.

The conflict has
since spread across
the Middle East as
Iran’s retaliatory
strikes have thrown
Gulf states into chaos.

critical moments”.
The new AI dis-

closure policy repre-
sents a notable pivot
for a platform whose
approach to content
moderation has

been heavily
criticised since Musk
completed his $44 bil-
lion acquisition of
Twitter — subse-
quently rebranded as
X — in October 2022.

Since Musk’s
takeover, X has
largely sought to re-
move its policies
against misinforma-
tion, deeming them
censorship.

Under the new
rules, repeat offenders
face permanent sus-
pension from the Cre-
ator Revenue Sharing
program,

which pays eli-
gible users a share of
advertising revenue
generated by their
posts.

Violations will be
flagged through Com-
munity Notes — the
platform’s crowd-
sourced fact-checking
system — as well as
through metadata and
other technical signals
embedded in AI-gen-
erated content.
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Senate body discusses health sector legislation

China-Pakistan cooperation expands
into green urban innovation

PSF launches first National Contest for
Need-Based Technologies 2026

MNAs resume debate on escalating situation in region,
urging diplomatic intervention and national unity.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Senate Standing
Committee on National
Health Services, Regula-
tions and Coordination
discussed key legisla-
tive and policy matters
concerning the health

sector.
The committee

which met under the
chairmanship of Senator
Amir Waliuddin Chishti
undertook a detailed
consideration of the Pri-
vate Member’s Bill titled

“The Electronic Nicotine
Delivery Systems
(Regulation) Bill, 2025.”

Members appreci-
ated the intent and ef-
forts behind the pro-
posed legislation and
held an in-depth discus-

sion on its various pro-
visions.

The ministry
briefed the committee on
objections raised by
stakeholders and pro-
posed a complete ban
on the use of vapes, cit-

ing concerns that such
devices may

facilitate drug in-
toxication and noting
that the bill does not
adequately address taxa-
tion aspects.

After deliberation,

the committee resolved
to incorporate the
ministry’s proposed
amendments and di-
rected that a compre-
hensive briefing be pre-
sented in the next meet-
ing following the incor-

poration of these amend-
ments.

The committee also
examined the centralized
admission policy for pri-
vate medical colleges.
Expressing concern over
the existing 50%

Brain-Computer Interfaces: China's Strategic
Bet on a Constrained Frontier

novations from young
researchers and stu-
dents that are original,
practically presented,
and capable of making a
meaningful difference in
everyday life.

According to an of-
ficial sour e, the inter-
ested participants are
expected to present their
innovation in the form of
working models or
physical products.

The contest is di-
vided into two catego-
ries. The first category is
aimed at students from
Grade 7 to Grade 12, cov-
ering secondary and
higher secondary
school levels.

Students in this cat-
egory may participate
individually or in groups
of up to three, with a reg-
istration fee of Rs. 2,000

per individual or group.
The second cat-

egory is open to univer-
sity students enrolled at
the BS or MS level in
any public or private
government-recognized
institution in Pakistan.

Like the first cat-
egory, participation can
be individual or in a
group of up to three stu-
dents, though the regis-
tration fee is higher at
Rs. 5,000 per individual
or group.

The cash prizes are
on offer for top perform-
ers in both categories.
In the school-level cat-
egory, the first prize
stands at Rs. 200,000,
the second at  Rs.
150,000, and the third at
Rs. 100,000. University-
level participants com-
pete for more substantial

Crackdown against adulteration, sale of
substandard food items continues

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Science
Foundation (PSF) has
announced the launch
of its First National Con-
test for Need-Based
Technologies 2026,
opening doors for
young students and re-
searchers across the
country to present inno-
vative solutions to real-
world problems.

PSF, which has long
been committed to pro-
moting science and cre-
ativity among school
and university stu-
dents,

says the contest is
designed to encourage
applied science and
technology that directly
addresses local and na-
tional needs.

The foundation is
inviting projects and in-

ISLAMABAD (INP):
China-Pakistan techno-
logical cooperation is
expanding beyond en-
ergy and infrastructure
into sustainable urban
development,  as
Islamabad authorities
initiated discussions
with Chinese investors
on electric vehicle charg-
ing networks and ad-
vanced construction
technologies aimed at
transforming the federal
capital into a model
green city.

The Capital Devel-
opment Authority
(CDA) hosted a high-
level meeting with a Chi-
nese investor delegation
to explore collaboration
on electric mobility infra-
structure, innovative
housing solutions, and
environmentally sus-
tainable urban technolo-
gies,  reflecting
Pakistan’s growing
alignment with China’s
green development ex-
pertise, Gwadar Pro re-
ported.

At the center of dis-
cussions was the devel-
opment of a citywide
electric vehicle (EV)
charging ecosystem de-
signed to support
Islamabad’s transition

toward cleaner transpor-
tation.

Officials high-
lighted newly intro-
duced regulatory frame-
works intended to accel-
erate private investment
while ensuring long-term
operational viability.

Randhawa said that
Islamabad offers signifi-
cant investment poten-
tial for Chinese compa-
nies specializing in EV
infrastructure, noting
that the CDA has already
established regulatory
guidelines and enforce-
ment mechanisms to fa-
cilitate deployment.

The initiative aligns
with Pakistan’s broader
climate commitments
and reflects increasing
adoption of Chinese
clean-mobility technolo-
gies worldwide.

Dr Khalid Hafiz ex-
plained that updated
building regulations
now require commercial
developments to allo-
cate at least three per-
cent of their space for EV
charging facilities, inte-
grating electric mobility
planning directly into
urban design standards.

Additionally, charg-
ing infrastructure will
become mandatory

across nearly all 138 fuel
stations in the capital,
with existing stations
required to install at
least one charging point
and new stations obli-
gated to establish two.

According to
Gwadar Pro, the Authori-
ties also outlined plans
to develop dedicated EV
charging hubs at strate-
gic locations through-
out Islamabad, aiming to
reduce range anxiety and
encourage public adop-
tion of electric transport
solutions.

The Chinese del-
egation expressed
strong interest in partici-
pating in Pakistan’s
emerging EV market and
presented technological
solutions covering
charging systems and
smart infrastructure inte-
gration.

Discussions em-
phasized potential col-
laboration models that
combine investment
with technology transfer
and local capacity de-
velopment.

Beyond mobility,
talks expanded into inno-
vative housing tech-
nologies, particularly
3D-printed construction
methods that promise

faster, more cost-effi-
cient, and environmen-
tally sustainable hous-
ing delivery.

Chinese representa-
tives briefed officials on
global applications of
the technology, high-
lighting reduced con-
struction waste, lower
costs, and accelerated
project timelines.

C h a i r m a n
Randhawa emphasized
that future urban expan-
sion must incorporate
modern construction
solutions capable of ad-
dressing housing de-
mand while minimizing
environmental impact.

Technology trans-
fer and local skill devel-
opment were identified
as key objectives of po-
tential cooperation.

The meeting also
reviewed proposals to
introduce electric bikes
and scooters as part of
an integrated urban mo-
bility strategy.

Officials discussed
complementary environ-
ment-friendly initiatives,
including progress to-
ward electric tram sys-
tems designed to reduce
congestion and emis-
sions in the rapidly ex-
panding capital.

weightage assigned to
the Medical and Dental
College Admission Test
(MDCAT), members
termed it disproportion-
ate and called for a thor-
ough review of the cur-
rent admission scheme.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Five years post-spinal
injury, a patient is back
on his feet .  The
NeuCyber Matrix BMI
System (Beinao-1) made
it  possible. Through
brain-controlled reha-
bilitation, the patient
graduated from total
paraplegia to walking
with crutches, reports
China Economic Net
(CEN) on Wednesday.

Once confined to
laboratories, BCIs are
now entering clinical
and commercial path-
ways.

For countries with
aging populations and
significant neurological
healthcare burdens,
BCIs represent a

 medical technology
opportunity grounded
in real healthcare de-

mand, core technologi-
cal challenges, and long
industrial cycles.

In China, they have
also become a clearly
defined future industry,
embedded in long-term
national planning and
backed by an expanding
ecosystem of hospitals,
startups, manufacturers,
and regulators.

Why BCIs? China’s
interest in Brain-Com-
puter Interfaces (BCIs)
is driven by a triad of
strategic imperatives,
namely, technological
sovereignty in key sup-
ply chains,

large clinical de-
mand from neurological
disease and disability,
and new economic
growth opportunities.

As a field that inte-
grates advanced materi-

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Lawmakers in the Na-
tional Assembly on
Wednesday resumed
debate on the escalating
situation in the region,
with members urging
diplomatic intervention
and national unity.

Speaking on the
floor of the House, Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP)
leader Mirza Ikhtiar Baig
urged major regional and
global powers to play an
active role in defusing
rising tensions in the
Middle East, warning
that continued conflict
could further destabilize
the Muslim world.

Baig noted that
while negotiations with
Iran were ongoing, Israel
launched an attack on
the country, exacerbat-
ing regional security
concerns. He described
the situation as deeply
troubling, with Muslim
nations divided and
confronting both inter-
nal and external pres-
sures. Calling for urgent
diplomatic efforts, Baig
said Pakistan, as an el-
der brother among Mus-
lim nations, along with
Turkey, Russia, China,
and the United Nations
Se cre tar y-Gen era l ,
should play a proactive
role in preventing further
escalation.

Usama Hamza high-
lighted that the attack
on Iran had entered its
fifth day, alleging that it

was part of a broader
pattern of Western inter-
ventions in Muslim
countries since 2001. He
claimed that “arrogant
powers” had repeatedly
targeted Muslim states
over the past two de-
cades, citing Iraq, Libya,
and Yemen as examples
of military interventions
based on allegations
that later proved un-
founded. He urged the
Muslim world to reflect
on its collective role and
unity amid growing re-
gional tensions. Sheikh
Aftab Ahmed expressed
deep concern over the
conflicts, saying he was
“heartbroken” over the
situation in the Middle
East, particularly the re-
cent attack on Iran. He
criticized Israel’s actions,
alleging that the country
had previously devas-
tated Palestinian areas
and caused widespread
destruction in Muslim-
populated regions.
Ahmed described the
situation as tragic, as-
serting that certain glo-
bal powers continue ef-
forts to destabilize and
weaken Muslim nations.

Muhammad Farooq
Sattar termed the re-
gional situation a “criti-
cal and historic junc-
ture,” noting that both
the region and Pakistan
were at a sensitive turn-
ing point requiring unity
and clarity of purpose.
He referred to the in-

PESHAWAR (INP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Food Safety and Halal
Food Authority has con-
tinued its province-wide
crackdown against adul-
teration and the sale of
substandard food items.

According to the
spokesperson, Food
Safety teams, in coordi-
nation with district ad-
ministrations, carried
out joint operations in
Buner,  Battagram,
Haripur, Lakki Marwat,
Mardan, Lower Dir and
Charsadda under the
provincial government’s
Ramazan Plan.

During the opera-
tions, inspections were
conducted at meat
shops, milk sellers,

samosa and pakora out-
lets, bakeries, kebab
shops, general stores
and other food busi-
nesses.

Several outlets were
sealed and heavy fines
were imposed over vio-
lations, including the
sale of meat from under-
age animals, use of sub-
standard and rancid
cooking oil, poor hy-
giene conditions and
non-compliance with
food safety SOPs.

The spokesperson
said that in Battagram,
the Mansehra Food
Safety team confiscated
and destroyed 200 liters
of substandard cooking
oil and 50 kilograms of
spoiled liver.

In Haripur, 150 liters
of adulterated and sub-
standard milk were dis-
carded on the spot after
failing tests conducted
through a mobile food
testing laboratory.

Similarly, in Mardan,
Lower Dir and
Charsadda, cooking oil
used at kebab and fry-
ing units was tested
with modern equipment.
Substandard oil was de-
stroyed and fines were
imposed accordingly.
Improvement notices
were also issued to sev-
eral businesses, while
expired licenses were re-
newed and new licenses
were issued where re-
quired.

Director General

rewards, with the first
prize set at Rs. 500,000,
the second at  Rs.
300,000, and the third at
Rs. 100,000. PSF has
made clear that prizes will
only be awarded to
projects that are original,
clearly presented, and
practically viable.

All working models
and products must be
physically delivered to
the PSF office located at
1-Constitution Avenue,
G-5/2, Islamabad, before
the April 30 deadline.
The decision of the jury
will be considered final
in all matters.

The last date to
submit entries is April
30, 2026, and application
forms are available for
download on the PSF's
official website at
psf.gov.pk.

camera briefing pro-
vided by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar, suggesting
that a joint session of
Parliament should also
be convened to ensure
the participation of all
elected representatives,
including those unable
to attend the briefing.

He emphasized that
Pakistan cannot afford
internal divisions at this
stage. “We must not al-
low any rift between
brothers within the
country that could be
exploited by others,” he
said, stressing the need
for a clear and unified
national stance. He high-
lighted Pakistan’s close
ties with neighboring
Iran,  as well  as its
longstanding relations
with Gulf countries, call-
ing for a diplomatic ap-
proach that safeguards
all strategic partner-
ships during this chal-
lenging period.

PPP leader Shahida
Rehmani described the
developments in Iran as
a moment of historic sig-
nificance, recalling the
sacrifices of Karbala and
the enduring legacy of
Imam Hussein (RA) as a
defining moment for the
Muslim Ummah. She
said Iran had faced at-
tacks, sanctions, and
diplomatic isolation but
continued to demon-
strate resilience, uniting

its people despite pres-
sure from the United
States and its allies.

Mir Shabbir Al i
Bijarani called for greater
unity among Muslim na-
tions, emphasizing the
need for collective reflec-
tion and coordinated ac-
tion in light of escalat-
ing tensions. He high-
lighted Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei’s decades-
long role in the
country’s political and
religious affairs and
noted that Pakistan was
among the first coun-
tries to condemn recent
hostilities against Iran.
He urged the Muslim
Ummah to recognize the
gravity of the crisis, cit-
ing division among
Muslim states.

Naeema Kishwar
Khan expressed sorrow
over the martyrdom of
Iran’s religious leader-
ship, stressing that Par-
liament should be fully
informed about the
evolving regional situa-
tion. She proposed that
sensitive details be dis-
cussed in an in-camera
session so lawmakers
could speak responsibly
and avoid speculation.

Dr Shazia Sobia
Aslam Soomro paid trib-
ute to Iran’s Supreme
Leader,  Ayatollah
Khamenei, describing
him as a dominant figure
in Iranian politics for
over three decades.

Kashif Iqbal Jilani appre-
ciated the performance
of the food safety teams
and reiterated that en-
suring the provision of
safe and quality food to
the public remains the
top priority of the Gov-
ernment of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

He emphasized that
indiscriminate action
against the adulteration
mafia will continue.

He urged citizens to
report any substandard
or hazardous food items
through the Authority’s
toll-free and WhatsApp
numbers or at complaint
desks established in
their respective districts,
and to play their role as
responsible citizens.

als,  semiconductor
chips, AI decoding algo-
rithms, and clinical sys-
tems, BCIs are now con-
sidered vital to future
neurotech competitive-
ness.

To secure this com-
petitive edge, the Chi-
nese government has
officially designated
BCIs as a strategic “fu-
ture industry.”

According to a set
of guidelines released
by seven central gov-
ernment bodies on July
23, 2025, Beijing’s multi-
department roadmap
seeks to achieve key
technological break-
throughs in the industry
by 2027, alongside the
establishment of ad-
vanced technology, in-
dustry, and standards
systems.

This policy push
reflects mounting pres-
sure from an ageing
population and a
healthcare system facing
a surge in neurological
disease.

According to the
China Neurological Dis-
orders Report 2024 re-
leased in November
2025, neurological disor-
ders—including cere-
brovascular disease,
epilepsy, traumatic brain
injury (TBI), and amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS)—impose a heavy
burden on China’s na-
tional healthcare system,
which are linked to re-
duced rates of economic
involvement and signifi-
cant costs to society, not
to mention it is a chal-
lenge intensified by
rapid population ageing.

ISLAMABAD:   Central President ISO Pakistan Amin Shirazi, Vice Chairman Majlis Wahdat-e-
Muslimeen Allama Ahmed Iqbal and other leaders are addressing a press conference at the NPC.

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari in a meeting with Mr Naveed Kamran Baloch who called on him
following the administration of his oath as Wafaqi Mohtasib (Federal Ombudsman) at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, chairing
a meeting of the committee constituted by the Prime Minister to monitor petrol prices and supply
dynamics amid regional tensions, at the Finance Division today.
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Jhal Magsi: Three Killed in Exchange
of Fire Between Two Groups

Chief Secretary Reviews Expansion of Telehealth Services
in Remote Areas of Balochistan

News Desk:
At least three people
were killed after an
exchange of gunfire
between two rival

Opposition Leader Visits Teaching Hospital

NPAC Delegation Meets Families of Balochistan
Police Martyrs at Central Police Office

Open Tenders Held for 19 Public Health Schemes
Worth Rs145 Million in Nasirabad Under BSDI

groups in Jhal Magsi
on Tuesday.

According to po-
lice sources, the inci-
dent occurred within

Makran Commissioner Reviews
Arrangements for Zikri Pilgrims

Visiting Koh-e-Murad

KHUZDAR: Opposi-
tion Leader and Mem-
ber of the Balochistan
Assembly Mir Younas
Aziz Zehri paid a de-
tailed visit to Teaching
Hospital Khuzdar to
review healthcare fa-
cilities.

He was accom-
panied by Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Khuzdar Abdul Razaq
Sasoli and District
Health Officer Dr. Dr.
Naseem Lango.

During the visit,
the delegation in-
spected various de-
partments of the hos-
pital,

 including the
Emergency Ward,
Outpatient Depart-
ment (OPD), medical
and surgical wards,
laboratory, and other
medical units.

They reviewed
patient care services,
availability of medi-
cines, functionality of

QUETTA: A meeting
regarding the provision
of telehealth facilities
in remote areas of
Balochistan was held
under the chairman-
ship of Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir
Khan to review ef-
forts aimed at ensur-
ing access to basic
healthcare services
across the province.

The meeting was
attended by Secretary
Health Mujeeb-ur-
Rehman Panezai, the
Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Peoples Pri-
mary Healthcare Ini-
tiative (PPHI), and
other relevant offi-
cials.

Addressing the
participants, the Chief
Secretary stated that
the provincial govern-
ment is taking signifi-
cant measures to pro-
vide quality healthcare
facilities to the public.

He noted that sub-
stantial funds have
been allocated in the
current fiscal year’s
budget for health ini-
tiatives, including
telehealth services for
remote areas.

He added that the
integration of modern
technology into
healthcare delivery
has accelerated the
expansion of services
in far-flung regions.

T h r o u g h
telehealth and

QUETTA: A delega-
tion of the National
P a i g ha m- e- A ma n
Committee (NPAC),
led by Maulana Tahir
Ashrafi, visited the
Central Police Office
on Wednesday to
meet the families of
martyrs of
Balochistan Police.

On the occasion,
Additional Inspector
General of Police
Agha Muhammad
Yousaf and AIG Wel-
fare Faryal Fareed
were also present.

Members of the
NPAC delegation paid
tribute to the police
martyrs, stating that
they sacrificed their
lives to maintain peace
in the province and
safeguard national sta-
bility, thwarting the
nefarious designs of
terrorists and prevent-
ing major destruction.

They said the na-
tion salutes these
brave sons of the soil,
whose sacrifices for

the jurisdiction of
Panjk Police Station,
where two groups of
the Khosa community
opened fire on each

other. As a result,
three individuals lost
their lives.

Police officials
said there are also re-

ports of injuries, though
the exact number of
wounded has not yet
been confirmed. Se-
curity personnel

reached the site soon
after the incident, and
an investigation is un-
derway to determine
the cause of the clash.

TURBAT: An important
high-level meeting was
held at the Commis-
sioner Makran Office in
Turbat under the chair-
manship of Commis-
sioner Qadir Bakhsh to
review arrangements for
providing improved fa-
cilities to pilgrims of the
Zikri community during
their visit  to Koh-e-
Murad.

Given the antici-
pated large influx of pil-
grims, the meeting thor-
oughly reviewed admin-
istrative, medical, secu-
rity, and municipal ar-
rangements. Relevant
departments were di-
rected to ensure timely
and effective measures
in advance. The meeting
was attended by Deputy
Commissioner Kech
Bashir Ahmed Barech,
DPO Kech Zohaib
Mohsin, DHO Kech Dr.
Dr. Abdul Rauf Baloch,
Assistant Commis-
sioner (Polit ical)
Muhammad Jan Dashti,
Chief Officer Municipal
Corporation Turbat
Shoaib Nasir, Line Su-
perintendent WAPDA
Haleem Baloch, mem-
bers of the Ziarat Com-
mittee, and other con-
cerned officials.

Additionally, the
DIG Police Makran,
Deputy Commissioners
and DPOs of Gwadar,
Panjgur, and Awaran
participated in the meet-
ing online. Officials
briefed the meeting on
arrangements including
provision of clean drink-
ing water at  Koh-e-
Murad, establishment of
temporary medical
camps, availability of
ambulance services,
special sanitation mea-
sures, traffic manage-

ment planning, and se-
curity protocols.  It was
informed that a signifi-
cant increase in pilgrims
is expected during the
last ten days, and addi-
t ional staff and re-

sources will be deployed
accordingly. Commis-
sioner Qadir Bakhsh di-
rected that no negli-
gence would be toler-
ated in providing basic
facilities to pilgrims.

medical equipment,
and overall cleanli-
ness.

Medical Superin-
tendent Dr. Dr.
Sarmad Saeed briefed
the delegation on on-

going development
projects, construction
of new blocks, provi-
sion of medical equip-
ment, and staff avail-
ability.

He informed that

several initiatives are
underway to improve
healthcare services,
with some projects
nearing completion.

Mir Younas Aziz
Zehri stressed the

need to ensure timely
and quality treatment
for patients, stating
that providing basic
health facilities to the
public remains a top
priority.

telemedicine pro-
grams, thousands of
patients across the
province are now able
to consult specialist
doctors from their
homes, marking a
transformative devel-
opment in the
healthcare sector.

During the brief-
ing, the Health Secre-
tary informed that
telemedicine services
in Balochistan were
initiated in 2020 as a
pilot project in four dis-

tricts. In collaboration
with COMSATS Uni-
versity Islamabad,
PPHI established
telehealth clinics in
Gwadar, Quetta,
Washuk,

M a s t u n g ,
Jaffarabad, and Duki,
which were gradually
expanded to other dis-
tricts.

The Chief Secre-
tary highlighted that
telehealth services are
particularly benefiting
women in remote ar-

eas of Pakistan by pro-
viding access to spe-
cialist consultations
from their homes.

In underdevel-
oped provinces like
Balochistan, telehealth
clinics have signifi-
cantly improved ac-
cess to services such
as gynecology, pediat-
rics, and dermatology,
making specialized
healthcare more ac-
cessible to
underserved commu-
nities.

the protection of citi-
zens can never be for-
gotten.

The delegation
emphasized that they
had come to
Balochistan specifi-
cally to honor the fami-
lies of the martyrs and
pay tribute to the cou-
rageous mothers who
raised such brave in-
dividuals.

They noted that
the martyrs set time-
less examples by lay-
ing down their lives in
the fight against anti-
state elements for the
safety of the public.

The delegation

acknowledged that
the Government of
Balochistan and the
Police Department
are adequately sup-
porting the families of
martyrs.

They further an-
nounced that, as a ges-
ture of respect, they
are ready to provide
educational facilities
to the children of the
martyrs at institutions
affiliated with Minhaj-
ul-Quran International
in Lahore, Islamabad,
and Karachi, along
with any other possible
assistance.

On this occasion,

the heirs of the mar-
tyrs expressed grati-
tude for the
delegation’s visit, stat-
ing that their morale
had been boosted by
the gesture of solidar-
ity.

They voiced satis-
faction with the sup-
port extended by the
Government of
Balochistan and the
Police Department at
every level.

The families said
they feel proud to be
known as the heirs of
martyrs and reaf-
firmed their resolve
that they would not

hesitate to make any
sacrifice for the coun-
try and the nation in
the future.

NASIRABAD: In line
with the vision of Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, open tenders for
19 development
schemes worth Rs145
million were held in Dis-
trict Nasirabad under the
Balochistan Special De-
velopment Initiative
(BSDI).

The tendering pro-
cess took place at the
Public Health Engineer-
ing (PHE) Office and
was completed under
the supervision of
Deputy

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Nasirabad, Captain (R)
Zulfiqar Ali Karrar. Ex-
ecutive Engineer PHE
Zafar Iqbal Zehri for-
mally opened the tender

documents in the pres-
ence of government con-
tractors. Babu
Muzammil Hussain
Korar was also present
on the occasion.

A total of 15 con-
tractors participated in
the open tender pro-
cess, submitting bids for
multiple schemes.

These projects aim
to improve water supply
systems and basic pub-
lic health infrastructure
in various areas of the
district to ensure timely
provision of clean drink-
ing water and related fa-
cilities to residents.

Officials stated that
the tendering process
was conducted with
complete transparency

and in accordance with
prescribed rules and
regulations, a move ap-
preciated by partici-
pants.

Addressing the
gathering, Deputy Com-
missioner Zulfiqar Ali
Karrar emphasized that
transparency, quality,
and timely completion of
all development projects
under BSDI would be
strictly ensured.  He
made it clear that any
negligence or substan-
dard work would not be
tolerated.

He further stated
that all contractors par-
ticipating in the tender
process would be
bound to complete con-
struction work in accor-

dance with approved
standards and designs,
failing which legal action
would be taken under
relevant laws.

He assured that the
district administration
and concerned depart-
ment would closely moni-
tor the implementation
process to ensure
projects are completed
within stipulated
timelines so that the
public can benefit at the
earliest.

According to offi-
cials, practical work on
the schemes will com-
mence after completion
of legal formalities, fur-
ther accelerating the
pace of development in
the district.
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Agritech shuts urea plant due to
disrupted LNG supply

Experts stress solar policy clarity

Exports contract 8.76pc in February

Govt kicks in energy contingency plan

Pakistan requests alternative oil
supply route from Saudi Arabia
after closure of Hormuz Strait

NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment has decided to
roll out a contingency
plan to keep cars and
stoves running amid dis-
ruption of fuel supplies
while Pakistan's trade
deficit jumped 25% to
$25 billion ahead of any
adverse impact of rising
crude oil and liquefied
natural gas (LNG) prices.

A ministerial com-
mittee responsible to en-
sure smooth supplies of
petroleum products on
Tuesday presented the
contingency plan to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif after Qatar told
Pakistan that it may not
be able to provide LNG
cargoes due to the on-
going Gulf war.

PM Sharif has em-
powered the committee
to take all the necessary
decisions to continue
seamless energy sup-
plies. Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
chairs the committee that
has representation from
all the relevant stake-
holders, including the
Petroleum Division.

It has been decided
that the government will
immediately try to bring
350 million cubic feet per
day (mmcfd) of local gas
production online that
was earlier curtailed to
make room for surplus

LNG.
The government

has also decided to cut
gas supplies to fertiliser
plants, minimise gas
flow to power plants
from 250 to 80 mmcfd

and, if needed, cut sup-
plies to CNG stations.

Government offi-
cials said that despite
the curtailment of gas to
the fertiliser plants,
there would not be any

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
on Wednesday formally
requested that Saudi
Arabia provide an alter-
native oil supply route
through Yanbu to main-
tain its fuel supply chain
in the wake of the clo-
sure of the Strait  of
Hormuz following the
United States-Israel at-
tack on Iran.

The request was
made by Federal Minis-
ter for Petroleum Ali
Pervaiz Malik to the
Saudi ambassador to
Pakistan, Nawaf bin Said
Al-Malki during a meet-
ing. The Saudi ambassa-
dor assured full support
in this regard, according
to a statement by the
petroleum division.

During the meeting,
both sides discussed
matters of mutual inter-
est and bilateral coop-
eration.

The minister ap-
prised the ambassador
about the current situa-
tion and the implications
of the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz on glo-
bal energy markets.

He stated that Paki-
stan is closely monitor-
ing the evolving situa-
tion on a daily basis, as
the majority of
Pakistan’s energy sup-
plies transit through the
strait.

The minister
emphasised that
Pakistan’s government
was actively endeav-
ouring to ensure conti-
nuity of the energy sup-
ply chain for its people.

He noted that the
support of brotherly
countries like Saudi
Arabia meant a lot to
Pakistan during chal-
lenging times.

Malik further high-
lighted that Saudi Ara-
bian sources had as-
sured security of sup-
plies through the port of
Yanbu on the Red Sea,
which could help meet
energy requirements.

He also expressed
gratitude for the contin-
ued support of Saudi

Arabia and stated that
the kingdom was al-
ready assisting Paki-
stan.

He added that one
vessel had been assured
dispatch from Pakistan
to the port of Yanbu to
lift crude oil for Pakistan.

The minister further
expressed hope that
supplies of oil from
Yanbu would be
prioritised for Pakistan.

The ambassador
stated that the kingdom
was fully aware of the
evolving situation and
reaffirmed that Saudi
Arabia will stand firmly
with Pakistan to meet
any emergency require-
ments.

He emphasised that

Pakistan and the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia are
brotherly countries and
will continue to stand
together, especially in
these testing times.

While monitoring
supplies and exploring
alternative import
routes, the government
on Mon-day decided to
continue passing on the
impact of rising global
oil prices to consumers
under the existing fort-
nightly adjustment
mechanism to avoid a
fiscal burden.

At a meeting of a
newly created 18-mem-
ber cabinet committee
reviewing the impact of
the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s
merchandise exports
slipped back into nega-
tive territory in February,
reversing a brief recov-
ery seen a month earlier
and raising fresh con-
cerns about the outlook
for overseas shipments
amid escalating tensions
in the Middle East.

The setback fol-
lows five consecutive
months of contraction,
with exports showing a
modest rise in January,
offering cautious opti-
mism that a recovery
might be taking shape.
That momentum, how-
ever, proved short-lived
as February data sig-
nalled renewed pressure
on the external sector.

Trade analysts
warn that the unfolding
crisis in the Middle East
could weigh further on
export performance, par-
ticularly by disrupting
trade routes, dampening
demand in key regional
markets, and adding un-
certainty to global sup-
ply chains.

With geopolitical
risks mounting, export-
ers now face heightened
volatility in the months
ahead. In absolute
terms, export proceeds
fell 8.76pc to $2.27 billion
in February from $2.49bn
a year ago, the Pakistan
Bureau of Statist ics
(PBS) said on Tuesday.

Trade gap widens
by one-fourth to
$25.04bn in 8MFY26

On a month-on-

month basis, export pro-
ceeds dipped by 25.63pc
in February.

Negative growth in
exports has continued
since August of the cur-
rent fiscal year, except in
July, when proceeds
grew by 16.43pc year on
year. Export earnings
posted negative growth,
with proceeds declining
by 20.41pc in December.

This follows a
14.54pc drop in Novem-
ber, 4.46pc in October,
3.88pc in September, and
12.49pc in August, re-
flecting persistent pres-
sures on the country’s
external trade perfor-
mance. However,  in
January, exports posted
a modest 3.3pc growth.

In the first eight
months (July-February),
export  proceeds re-
corded negative growth
of 7.30pc, falling to

$20.46bn from $22.07bn
in the corresponding
period last year. Last
month, the government
announced several mea-
sures, including a reduc-
tion in energy rates, to
minimise pressure on the
country’s trade perfor-
mance.

Currently, the ex-
porters are grappling
with subdued global
markets and the high
cost of doing business
in the country.

The textile export-
ers have already com-
plained about contrac-
tions owing to the high
cost of doing business.
In FY25, export proceeds
rose 4.67pc to $32.106bn
against $30.675bn in the
preceding year.

Trade deficit
According to the

PBS data, imports fell
1.68pc to $5.25bn in Feb-

shortage of the com-
modity due to the avail-
ability of over 800,000
metric tons of stocks. To
meet power needs dur-
ing evening, the govern-
ment may run some of the

closed plants on alterna-
tive fuels. There would
also be gas rationing for
households considering
the recent develop-
ments, the officials said.

Pakistan's crude oil

supplies would be af-
fected in the wake of
tensions in the Strait of
Hormuz and the Red Sea.
The officials said that
PM Sharif was expected
to ask the Saudi ambas-

sador to provide oil car-
goes through the Red
Sea as the Strait  of
Hormuz was closed.

Iran has broadened
the scope of the war af-
ter it was attacked by the

United States and Israel.
Iran is now hitting en-
ergy facilities of those
Gulf countries that have
provided military bases
to the US.

Crude oil prices
jumped above $83 per
barrel on Tuesday,
which would carry huge
implications for consum-
ers as well as the current
account deficit. Owing
to limited supplies, LNG
prices are also on the
rise, making it difficult
for the government to
book cargoes from alter-
native routes.

The Pakistan Bu-
reau of Statistics (PBS)
on Tuesday released the
July-February trade fig-
ures, which again por-
trayed a sorry state of
external trade. The gap
between imports and ex-
ports reached $25 billion
during the eight-month
period. The deficit was
$5 billion, or 25%, higher
than the same period of
last fiscal year.

The trade summary
showed that exports fell
in all the three monitored
benchmarks – month-
on-month, year-on-year
and for eight months.

Exports fell to $22.7
billion during the first
eight months of the cur-
rent fiscal year, down
7.3%.

ruary from $5.34bn over
the corresponding
month of last  year.
Month-on-month, im-
ports decreased 9.51pc.

In the first eight
months of 2025-26, the
import bil l grew by
8.06pc to $45.51bn, up
from $42.11bn in the cor-
responding period last
year.

The import rose
6.57pc to $58.38bn in
July-January FY25 from
$54.78bn over the previ-
ous year.

The trade deficit
narrowed 4.63pc to
$2.98bn in February from
$2.85bn over the corre-
sponding month of last
year. The trade deficit
swelled 24.98pc to
$25.04bn in July-Febru-
ary 2025-26, up from
$20.04bn over the corre-
sponding period last
year.

N E W S D E S K :
Agritech Limited
(AGL) has announced
the suspension of op-
erations at its urea
plant following a dis-
ruption in Re-gasified
Liquefied Natural Gas
(RLNG) supply, ac-
cording to a notice
submitted to the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange
(PSX) on Wednesday.

The company

stated that Sui North-
ern Gas Pipelines Lim-
ited (SNGPL) had for-
mally communicated a
“potential event of
force majeure” de-
clared by the Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG)
supplier.

According to the
notice, the develop-
ment stems from “the
ongoing regional con-
flict in the Middle

East,” which has dis-
rupted LNG produc-
tion facilities and, in
turn, impacted LNG
supply to Pakistan.

As a result of this,
SNGPL informed
Agritech that RLNG
supply to its fertilizer
plant would be sus-
pended from 12am on
Wednesday until fur-
ther notice.Therefore,
Agritech confirmed

that operations at its
urea plant have been
shut down indefinitely.

The company said
the disclosure was be-
ing made in compli-
ance with Section 96
of the Securities Act,
2015, and Clause 5.6.1
of the PSX Rule
Book, and requested
the exchange to in-
form TRE certificate
holders accordingly.

NEWS DESK:Experts
have urged policymakers
to introduce policy clar-
ity in a bid to attract Chi-
nese solar manufactur-
ing under the Green
CPEC Alliance.

The Pakistan-China
Institute hosted a re-
gional conference titled
"Asean-to-Paki s tan
Pathways:

Attracting Chinese
Investment for Solar PV
Value-Chain Manufac-
turing", aimed at draw-
ing lessons from South-
east Asia's solar boom to
anchor manufacturing in
Pakistan.

Griffith Asia Insti-
tute Director Dr
Christoph Nedopil called
for focusing on the con-
ditions that made Asean
a preferred destination
for Chinese solar manu-
facturing.

He emphasised the
role of credible invest-
ment facilitation, execu-
tion readiness and the
broader logic of China's
overseas cleantech
push, while guiding dis-
cussion on what Paki-
stan must prioritise first
to compete for the next
wave of manufacturing
investment, including
closing gaps related to
policy stability, Special
Economic Zones (SEZ)
execution, logistics and
investor risk protection.

Pakistan-China In-

stitute Chairman Senator
Mushahid Hussain
Sayed, in his address,
underscored that
Pakistan's solar growth
was increasingly tied to
China's industrial power,
citing imports of around
17 gigawatts (GW) of
solar panels in 2024 and
about 17.9 GW in FY25,
taking total imports be-
yond 50 GW by Septem-
ber 2025, while
Pakistan's share in
China's solar exports
rose to about 12% in
2025 from 2% in 2022.

He highlighted
solar's impact on energy
security, noting solar
provided about 25.3% of
Pakistan's utility electric-

ity between January and
April 2025.

He pointed to cheap
Chinese solar as a one-
time strategic window at
a time when global solar
installations reached
around 597 GW in 2024
and module prices fell to
$0.07 to $0.09 per watt in
2024 and early 2025.

However, produc-
tion cuts and policy
shifts can raise prices by
around 9%.

Mushahid Hussain
observed that China en-
joyed more than 80% of
global solar manufactur-
ing capacity, supported
by over $50 billion in-
vestment and roughly
300,000 jobs.

He linked solar geo-
politics with water and
resource pressures, cit-
ing about 283,000 net-
metering consumers in
Pakistan by December
2024, around 2.8-4.

1 GW of net-meter-
ing capacity, around
650,000 solar-powered
tube wells and a 30% ex-
pansion in rice cultiva-
tion since 2023, with im-
plications for water se-
curity and future depen-
dence on batteries and
critical minerals.

Minister of State for
Climate Change Dr
Shezra Mansab Ali
Kharal, while speaking
on "Pakistan's Solar De-
mand Shock:
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Atletico hammered but reach
Copa del Rey final

Markram eyes ‘fresh start’ for
unbeaten South Africa in semi-

final battle against New Zealand

Will Iran take part in 2026
FIFA World Cup?

England ‘not fearing anything’ against India, says Curran

NEWS DESK:South Af-
rican captain Aiden
Markram on Tuesday
said his team’s win over
New Zealand in the
group phase will count
for nothing in the T20
World Cup semi-final,
which will be a “com-
pletely fresh start”.The
two teams clash at
Kolkata’s Eden Gardens
in the first semi-final on
Wednesday, with both
having never lifted a
cricket World Cup.

South Africa are the
only unbeaten side in
the last four and are try-
ing to rid themselves of
a reputation for choking
in the final stages at
World Cups. They have
been the team to beat in
this edition and got the
better of New Zealand
by seven wickets in a
group game in
Ahmedabad on Feb 15.

“We had a good
run against them [New
Zealand] in the group
stages, but both teams
have played a lot of
cricket since then,”
Markram told reporters.

“It’s a completely
fresh start tomorrow and
it being a semi-final
which is exciting as well.

“I don’t think it’s as
straightforward as just
being able to repeat that.

“We’ll try to bring

NEWS DESK:England
will go into their T20
World Cup semi-final
against India with no
fear, said all-rounder Sam
Curran on Tuesday,
adding that their first job
would be to silence a
raucous home crowd.

England will take on
the favourites and hosts
in front of 35,000 fiercely
partisan fans in Mumbai
on Thursday, with a
place in the final against
South Africa or New
Zealand at stake.

The noise will be
deafening at times in the
cauldron-like confines
of the Wankhede Sta-
dium.

But Curran said that
because he and many of
his England teammates
— such as Will Jacks at
the Mumbai Indians —
play in the Indian Premier
League (IPL), they will
not be fazed.

“It’s an experience
as a young cricketer you
dream of — playing In-
dia in the semi-final of a
World Cup,” left-arm
seamer Curran told re-
porters.

Curran was in the in-
ternational wilderness a
year ago but forced his

our best game to the
front again.”

South Africa suf-
fered a heartbreaking
defeat in the 2024 T20
World Cup final against
India in Barbados, when
they needed 30 off 30
balls with six wickets and
lost by seven runs after
a clatter of wickets.

South Africa beat
India and the West
Indies in the Super
Eights to have many
marking them down as
the favourites to lift the
trophy.

“With regards to
being favourites or not,
that’s all different
people’s opinions,” said
Markram.

“We as a team really

just try to focus on put-
t ing good games of
cricket together and
playing that exciting
brand that we’ve been
trying to play for the last
18 months or so.”

Markram has led
South Africa from the
front with 268 runs in-
cluding three half-centu-
ries and a top score of
86 not out in seven
matches.

He holds an impres-
sive captaincy record of
15 wins in 16 T20 World
Cup matches with the
only defeat in the 2024
final.

“The senior guys in
the team, we lean on
them a lot. They help
guide you and lead you

when you have a few
doubts,” said Markram.

“I think because of
that and a really strong
group of players over
the years, we’ve devel-
oped that. Fortunately, it
reflects well, but it’s defi-
nitely a reflection on the
group as a whole.”

‘NZ Back them-
selves in one-off games’

New Zealand cap-
tain Mitchell Santner
said underdogs New
Zealand back them-
selves against anyone in
“one-off games”.

Santner admitted
that unbeaten South Af-
rica, who comfortably
beat New Zealand in the
group stage, were “very
good”.

way back into the En-
gland squad with eye-
catching performances
in T20 franchise
leagues, including the
IPL.“India are a quality
side but we’ve played a

lot of cricket here. We
know how to play on
these grounds and we
know what to expect,” he
said.

“The IPL, no ques-
tion, has helped a lot.

Having played in the
ground many times,
there aren’t many un-
knowns.”

England experi-
enced a hostile crowd at
the Wankhede in their

first match of the tour-
nament when they beat
Nepal in a final-ball
thriller.

It was Curran who
bowled the nerveless fi-
nal “death” over, con-

ceding just five runs
when Nepal needed 10,
to stave off an embar-
rassing defeat.

He then repeated
the feat against Italy
and has contributed

with the bat from num-
ber six, scoring 149 runs
so far with a best of 43
not out.

“We’re not fearing
thing and I’m sure both
teams are really excited

by the challenge,”
Curran said, adding En-
gland could judge how
well they were playing
by the volume of the
fans.

“If the crowd are si-
lent, England are prob-
ably going to be doing
well. That’s our positive
way of looking at it,”
said Curran.

It is the third T20
World Cup in a row that
England will have played
India in the semi-finals
and each time the win-
ners have gone on to lift
the trophy.

In 2022, England
crushed India by 10
wickets in Adelaide and
went on to beat Pakistan
in the Melbourne final.

Two years ago, In-
dia won in Guyana by a
similarly dominant 68
runs before downing
South Africa in Barba-
dos.

South Africa face
New Zealand in the first
semi-final on Wednes-
day. The final will take
place on Sunday in
Ahmedabad.

“I guess this is
what the last four or five
weeks have been build-
ing for,” said Curran.

Sabalenka backs 'best-of-five'
Slam proposal

NEWS DESK:World
number one Aryna
Sabalenka on Tuesday
voiced her support for a
proposal to make
women's matches best-
of-five sets during the
later stages of Grand
Slam tournaments.

Speaking ahead of
this week's ATP-WTA
tournament in Indian
Wells, the hard-hitting
Sabalenka said she be-
lieved switching to five
sets would benefit her
game.

"Yeah, let 's do
that," the four-time
Grand Slam singles
champion said when
asked about the idea,
which was floated by in-
coming US Tennis Asso-
ciation chief Craig Tiley
at the Australian Open
earlier this year.

"I feel like I would
have probably more
Grand Slams,"
Sabalenka added.
"Physically I'm really
strong, and I'm pretty
confident that my body
can handle that. So let's
do it."Tiley, the former
head of the Australian
Open who last week was
named as the new USTA
chief, told the New York
Times in an interview
last month that switch-
ing to five sets from the
quarter-finals onwards
at Grand Slams should

be discussed.
"All the research

shows interest grows as
the match goes on,"
Tiley said. "As a sport,
we need to evolve."

But while
Sabalenka backed the
move, other women play-
ers were more
circumspect."I mean, it
probably would favor
me, because I'm physi-
cally up there with the
best, but I mean, I prob-
ably wouldn't want to
see that happen," reign-
ing French Open cham-
pion Coco Gauff told
reporters."And if it were
to happen, I would pre-
fer it to be the whole
tournament, not just the

quarters. I think chang-
ing the format in the
middle of the tourna-
ment defeats the pur-
pose of the playing
field."Six-time Grand
Slam champion and
former world number
one Iga Swiatek was
firmly against the idea,
and questioned the sug-
gestion it would boost
audiences.

"I think honestly it's
a weird approach in the
world where everything
is becoming faster, you
know," Swiatek said. "So
I don't know if the audi-
ence honestly would like
that."Also, I don't know
if we would be able to
keep the quality for five

sets. Well, that's a fact,
like, men are more physi-
cally strong and they
can handle it for sure
better."Swiatek said the
physical demands
would also force players
to adjust their sched-
ules, potentially leading
to them playing fewer
tournaments.

"We have never
practiced in a way to
prepare for that, so we
would need to change, I
think, our whole calen-
dar, because the Grand
Slams would be so tough
that I don't think we
would have honestly
time to prepare for any
other tournaments," she
said.

NEWS DESK:Atletico
Madrid struggled
through a 3-0 Copa del
Rey semi-final second
leg defeat at Barcelona
on Tuesday but scraped
into the final 4-3 on ag-
gregate.

The Spanish cham-
pions almost produced a
comeback for the ages
after their 4-0 first leg
defeat in early February,
but fell just short at
Camp Nou.

Youngster Marc
Bernal netted twice for
the record 32-time win-
ners and Raphinha
scored a penalty as
Barcelona tried in vain
to claw back Diego
Simeone's side's lead.

Atletico, who clung
on desperately in the fi-
nal stages, returned to
the final for the first time
since 2013.

They will face Real
Sociedad or Athletic
Bilbao, who meet on
Wednesday in the sec-
ond semi-final second
leg.

"We are disap-
pointed but we can be
very proud about the
performance we showed
today," Barca coach
Hansi Flick told report-
ers.

"It was an amazing
game from us and we
created a lot of chances
to score even more
goals. In the end it didn't
happen and we have to

accept it."
Simeone insisted

his team deserved to
progress over the two
legs.

"We were close to
getting back to the final
(in recent years), and in
this two-legged game we
were better than
Barcelona," said
Simeone.

Barcelona came out
flying and Fermin
Lopez's long-range ef-
fort just over the bar set
the tone, as Hansi
Flick's team threw every-
thing they had at a po-
tential comeback.

They were dealt an
early setback when Jules
Kounde went off injured
in the opening stages.

Antoine Griezmann

came close against his
former side as Atletico
threatened on the
counter-attack.

Ferran Torres fired
wide and had a shot
saved low at the near
post by Atletico goal-
keeper Juan Musso be-
fore Barcelona took the
lead.Teenage star
Lamine Yamal drilled
across the face of goal
for Bernal to finish from
close range, with one 18-
year-old setting up an-
other.

Ademola Lookman
headed narrowly off-tar-
get for Atletico and
came to rue the miss as
Barca doubled their ad-
vantage before the
interval.Spain midfielder
Pedri was tripped in the

box by Marc Pubill and
Raphinha sent Musso
the wrong way from the
spot.Atletico hold out

Joao Cancelo al-
most grabbed the third
but his shot was beaten
away by Musso at full
stretch, with Simeone's
team on the ropes.

Bernal set up a fran-
tic finale when he vol-
leyed home Cancelo's
swirling cross to take
Barca within one goal of
the crumbling
Rojiblancos.

Flick put centre-
back Ronald Araujo up
front for the final stages,
in search of a fourth goal
to "make the impossible
possible", as he called
on his team to do before
the game.

NEWS DESK:The war
in the Middle East trig-
gered by US and Israeli
strikes on Iran has raised
the question of whether
the Iranian national team
will take part in the
World Cup later this
year, during which it is
due to play group games
in the United States.

The possibility of a
boycott of the World
Cup has been raised in
Iran.

Within hours of the
joint US-Israeli strikes
beginning on Saturday,
Iranian Football Federa-
tion president Mehdi Taj
told Iranian television:
“What is certain at the
present time is that with
this attack and this cru-
elty, we cannot look for-
ward to the World Cup
with hope.”

Taj also announced
that the Iranian domes-
tic league had been sus-
pended.

“Team Melli”, as
the Iranian national team
are known, secured
qualification in March
last year for a seventh
World Cup, and a fourth
in a row.

Iran have been
drawn in Group ‘G’ with
Belgium, Egypt and New
Zealand and are due to
play two games in Los
Angeles and one in Se-
attle.

A large Iranian
diaspora has lived in Los
Angeles since the Is-

lamic Revolution of
1979. A large part of that
diaspora backed the
Pahlavi dynasty which
was overthrown in the
revolution.

World football’s
governing body is re-
maining cautious re-
garding the possibility
of Iran pulling out of the
World Cup.

“We had a meet-
ing… and it is premature
to comment in detail, but
we will monitor develop-
ments around all issues
around the world,” FIFA
secretary general
Mattias Grafstrom said
on Saturday.

A source close to
FIFA said no discus-
sions had yet taken

place with the Iranian
Football Federation re-
garding a possible with-
drawal of the team from
the tournament.

Tuesday marks ex-
actly 100 days to the
tournament’s opening
game and the situation
in Iran could become
acutely uncomfortable
for FIFA president
Gianni Infantino, who
has been keen to show
that he has a close rela-
tionship with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

All the more so as
other countries in the
Gulf who are due to take
part in the World Cup
have been drawn into
the war,  with Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and Jordan

all being targeted by re-
taliatory Iranian strikes.

FIFA’s regulations
do not provide for the
possibility of a boycott
of the World Cup by a
qualified team. A source
close to world football’s
governing body said
“specific decisions”
would have to be taken
to replace Iran with an-
other team if necessary.

Article 6 of the
regulations for the 2026
World Cup says that “if
a participating member
a s s o c i a t i o n
withdraws…as a result
of force majeure,” FIFA
“shall decide on the mat-
ter at its sole discretion
and take whatever action
is deemed necessary.”
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In-camera briefing on regional situation
concludes at PM House

578 flights cancelled in 5 days
amidst Middle East tensions

Bulleh Shah Express from Kasur to
Pakpattan resumes from May 28

Senators voice concern over fee hikes by
private medical, dental colleges

NEWS DESK:The lead-
ers of parliamentary par-
ties, led by Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, were
on Wednesday given an
in-camera briefing on
the regional situation.

PM Shehbaz had in-
vited parliamentary lead-
ers and party heads to
“sit down and develop a
course of action so we
can move forward”, Law
Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar said on Tuesday
while addressing the
National Assembly.

The briefing began
shortly after 11:30am
and concluded after
more than two hours. It
mainly discussed the
ongoing ‘Operation
Ghazab lil-Haq’ against
terrorist hideouts and
the Middle East conflict.

“The meeting was
given an in-camera brief-
ing regarding the Paki-
stan-Afghanistan situa-
tion, the hostilities in
Iran, Middle East and the
Gulf, and Pakistan’s dip-
lomatic efforts,” read a
statement from the PM
Office (PMO).It added
that the parliamentary
leaders of the participat-
ing polit ical parties
“freely expressed their
views”.“The partici-
pants underscored the
need for national unity,

NEWS DESK:The
Senate Standing Com-
mittee on National
Health Services on
Tuesday expressed
grave concerns re-
garding the over-
charging of fees by
private medical and
dental colleges.

The meeting was
chaired by Senator
Amir Waliuddin
Chishti and attended
by Senators Nadeem
Ahmed Bhutto, Syed
Masroor Ahsan,
Rubina Khalid,
Anusha Rahman
Ahmad Khan, Rahat
Jamali, Sarmad Ali,
Dilawar Khan and
Agha Shahzaib
Durrani.

Senator Jan
Muhammad partici-
pated as a Special In-
vitee, while Senator
Hidayatullah Khan at-
tended as the mover of
the point of public im-
portance.

The chairman
highlighted complaints
regarding overcharg-
ing of admission fees
beyond the prescribed
capped limit of Rs1.8
million and directed
PMDC to take strict
action against any vio-
lations.

The panel further

NEWS DESK: Fed-
eral Minister for Rail-
ways Hanif Abbasi on
Tuesday announced
that Bulleh Shah Ex-
press (Kasur to
Pakpattan) would re-
sume from May 28.
The train had been sus-
pended on November
15, 2011.The minister
made the announce-
ment after meeting
with Punjab Assembly
Speaker Malik
Mohammad Ahmed
Khan and Minister of
State Malik Rashid
Ahmed Khan in the
Ministry of Railways.
Matters of mutual in-
terest, especially
travel issues and de-
velopment projects
faced by the people of
Kasur district and its
surroundings, were dis-
cussed in detail.

During the meet-
ing, a formal request
was made for the re-
vival of 257-Up/258-
Down Bulleh Shah
Passenger Train. The
federal railways min-
ister approved the re-

quest and announced
that Bulleh Shah Ex-
press (Kasur to
Pakpattan) would be
resumed.

The route of
Bulleh Shah Express
passes through Kasur,
U s m a n w a l a ,
Kanganpur, Mandi
Ahmedabad, Basirpur,
Haveli Wasavewala
to Pakpattan.

Railways Minister
Mohammad Hanif
Abbasi said the revival

of the train would pro-
vide affordable, safe
and reliable travel fa-
cilities to the local
population and would
promote regional eco-
nomic activities. In
addition, as a major
initiative for the people
of Kasur, approval
was given for the es-
tablishment of a pub-
lic park on 25 acres of
land in Tehsil Khadian
of Kasur.This project
will be established in

the constituency of the
prime minister,
speaker Punjab As-
sembly and Minister
of State Malik Rashid
Ahmed Khan, which
will provide opportuni-
ties for recreational
and healthy activities
to the local citizens.
The minister also an-
nounced the beautifi-
cation and upgradation
of Kasur Railway Sta-
tion to provide modern
facilities to the

N E W S D E S K :
Pakistan’s interna-
tional airports are ex-
periencing widespread
flight cancellations for
the fifth consecutive
day due to ongoing re-
gional tensions in the
Gulf,
      with a total of 578
flights to Gulf coun-
tries, including the
UAE, Bahrain, Ku-
wait, and Qatar, being
cancelled since March
28, with 162 flights
cancelled on Wednes-
day alone.

Affected carriers
include Emirates,
Etihad, Air Arabia,
PIA, Air Blue, Fly
Dubai, and Qatar Air-
ways.

Sources report
that 578 flights to
Middle Eastern coun-
tries have been can-
celled from Pakistan’s
airports over the past
five days.

At Karachi Air-
port, 40 flights to
Dubai, Abu Dhabi,
Qatar, Sharjah, Ku-
wait, and Bahrain

were cancelled.
Islamabad Airport
saw 38 cancellations
to destinations includ-
ing Dubai, Abu Dhabi,
Doha, Bahrain, Ku-
wait, and Sharjah.
Lahore Airport had 28
c a n c e l l a t i o n s ,
Peshawar 24, Multan
18, Sialkot 8, and
Faisalabad 6 flights
were affected.

The US and Israel
launched joint strikes
in Iran that killed 201
and injured over 700.

Iranian state me-
dia confirmed that the
86-year-old supreme
leader Ali Khamenei
died while working in
his central leadership
compound, alongside
family members, in-
cluding his daughter
and grandchildren.

Since then, Iran
has targeted multiple
US bases in surround-
ing Gulf States, includ-
ing Dubai, Abu Dhabi,
Bahrain, Qatar, Ku-
wait and Iraq, causing
multiple countries to
temporarily shut their

PTI ‘opts out’ of today’s
in-camera huddle on security

NEWS DESK:In a sig-
nificant political devel-
opment, the government
on Tuesday invited the
main opposition Paki-
stan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) to sit together and
shun their differences
specifically for the sake
of external and internal
security threats to Paki-
stan and fragile security
situation in the region.

The ruling PML-N
extended the olive
branch to the PTI when
Special Assistant to PM
on Political Affairs Rana
Sanaullah met
Mehmood Achakzai and
Raja Nasir Abbas, lead-
ers of the opposition in
the National Assembly
and the Senate, respec-
tively, inviting them to
attend an important in-
camera briefing, con-
vened by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif at his of-
fice at 11:00am today.

However, the PTI
has decided not to at-
tend any meeting unless
a meeting with its
founder Imran Khan is
arranged.Govt had in-
vited all parties to the
briefing, convened by
PM Shehbaz

The decision was
made during the meeting
of the party’s political
committee, held on Tues-
day.

Earlier, after meeting
opposition leaders, Mr
Sanaullah and Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry
told reporters in Parlia-
ment House they met Mr
Achakzai and Mr Abbas
to extend PM’s invita-
tion to them for the

Wednesday meeting,
planned at  11:30am.
They told the opposi-
tion leaders the govern-
ment needed their opin-
ion and guidance on the
matter.

“Prime Minister
(Shahbaz Sharif) has in-
vited all heads of parlia-
mentary parties for a
meeting to be held at
11:30 tomorrow
(Wednesday) to discuss
Afghan regime-backed
terrorism against Paki-
stan and happenings in
Iran these days,” Mr
Sanaullah said, adding
that the opposition lead-
ers said they would
come up with a decision
after consulting other
opposition leaders.

Responding to a
question, he said the
government contacted
almost all parliamentary
parties, reiterating that
PTI chairman Barrister
Gohar had also been in-
vited to the briefing.

Asked if the gov-
ernment had accepted
any condition of PTI for
participating in the meet-
ing, Mr Sanaullah said:
“Neither we have any
condition nor we accept
any condition of any
other side because we
are inviting the parties
for a specific cause that
they (parties) have to
give importance keeping
aside their political ob-
jectives.

”However,  he
added, the PTI could ask
any question or come up
with any condition at the
meeting as “deadlock is
not the solution of any
problem but dialogue.

urged the ministry to
explore measures for
increasing the overall
number of medical
seats in the country.

The body exam-
ined the centralised
admission policy for
private medical col-
leges.

Expressing con-
cern over the existing
50 per cent weightage
assigned to the Medi-
cal and Dental College
Admission Test
(MDCAT), members
termed it dispropor-
tionate and called for
a thorough review of

the current admission
scheme.

The committee
urged the Pakistan
Medical and Dental
Council (PMDC) to
reassess the structure
and rationale of
MDCAT and align it
with international best
practices.

Senator Chishti
also directed PMDC
to consider reducing
the MDCAT
weightage to 33 per
cent, assigning 10pc to
interview and 57pc to
matric and FSc, and
present a detailed, evi-

dence-based briefing
on the matter in the
next meeting.

The issue of li-
censing for foreign-
qualified doctors was
also discussed.

The chairman of
the committee directed
PMDC to facilitate
qualified doctors who
have successfully
cleared the National
Registration Examina-
tion (NRE) in accor-
dance with the pre-
scribed requirements
for the grant of medi-
cal licenses.

consensus and unanim-
ity in the current circum-
stances,” the PMO
statement said.It noted
that the attendees hailed
Pakistan’s diplomatic ef-
forts for peace, stressed
the need to intensify
them and made recom-
mendations for the fu-
ture plan of action.

“All participants re-
iterated their firm com-
mitment for the eradica-
tion of terrorism from the
country,” PMO stated,
adding that the leaders

also hailed PM
Shehbaz’s “move to take
the entire political lead-
ership into confidence”.

While the ruling
PML-N had extended
the olive branch to the
PTI and invited it to sit
together for the sake of
external and internal se-
curity threats to Paki-
stan, the PTI decided
not to attend any meet-
ing unless a meeting
with its founder, Imran
Khan, was arranged.

PPP Chairman

Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
and Jamiat Ulema-i-Is-
lam–Fazl (JUI-F) chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
were among prominent
politicians who attended
the briefing.Other party
leaders included Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui from
the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Paki stan
(MQM-P), Abdul Aleem
Khan from Istehkam-i-
Pakistan Party (IPP),
Khalid Hussain Magsi
from Balochistan Awami
Party (BAP) and PML-

Q’s Chaudhry Salik
Hussain.

Senators part of the
briefing included PPP’s
Sherry Rehman, BAP’s
Manzoor Ahmed Kakar,
PML-N’s Pervaiz
Rasheed, MQM-P’s
Faisal Subzwari, Na-
tional Party’s (NP) Jan
Muhammad, Anwarul
Haq Kakar and Hafiz
Abdul Kareem.

MNAs participating
in the meeting included
PPP’s Naveed Qamar,
MQM-P’s Farooq Sattar
and Aminul Haque, as
well as NP’s Pullain
Baloch.Senate Chairman
Yousaf Raza Gilani, NA
Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq, Senate Deputy
Chairman Syedal Khan
Nasar and NA Deputy
Speaker Ghulam
Mustafa Shah were also
present in the meeting.

Cabinet members
who attended it  in-
cluded Deputy PM and
Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar, Information Minis-
ter Attaullah Tarar, Law
Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Planning Minister
Ahsan Iqbal, Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry,
Health Minister Mustafa
Kamal, and Public Affairs
Minister Rana Mubashir
Iqbal.

No benefit will go to
PTI if it refuses the dia-
logue process”.

In the past, the PTI
had refused to sit with
the government on
many other important is-
sues except for a condi-
tion that the government
had to release PTI
founder Imran Khan
from jail.

Replying a ques-
tion, he said Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif and
Chief of Defence Forces
(CDF) Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir were
using their personal re-
lations and influence for
de-escalation in the war
US-Israel war on Iran.
“We are quite hopeful
for success in this,” he
added.

Mr Chaudhry said
the prevailing fragile
situation required that
all parties to think above
their political affiliations
and interests and attend
the huddle.

Earlier, PM Shahbaz
along with Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar, fed-
eral ministers Ahsan
Iqbal and Azam Nazeer
Tarar,  besides Mr
Sanaullah met a PPP del-
egation comprising
Senator Sherry Rehman,
Raja Pervez Ashraf, Syed
Naveed Qamar, and Aijaz
Jakhrani and discussed
the prevailing political
situation in the country
and developments in
the region.

The ruling party
ally was also invited to
the in-camera briefing
on the security issues.

Pak-Saudi defence
pact

airspace.
Qatar Airways

has also issued an up-
date, confirming that
its flight operations will
remain suspended un-
til March 6 due to the
continued closure of
Qatari airspace. Pas-
sengers will receive
further updates on
March 6 at 9:00am.

The airline added
that operations will re-
sume once the air-
space is safely re-
opened and advised
passengers to check
their website for the
latest updates.

M e a n w h i l e ,
SriLankan Airlines has
resumed limited flight
operations between
Colombo and Dubai
from Wednesday, fol-
lowing a suspension
that began on Febru-
ary 28.

Flight UL231 will
depart from Colombo
to Dubai, while the re-
turn flight UL232 will
carry passengers back
to Colombo, the airline
confirmed.

passengers.Moreover,
in-principle consent
was also given to give
a stop to the Tezgam
Express at Kot Radha
Kishan, which will pro-
vide direct travel facil-
ity to the local passen-
gers. Mr Abbasi reit-
erated the commit-
ment that better, safer
and quality travel fa-
cilities will be provided
to the public by devel-
oping Pakistan Rail-
ways on modern lines.

Additionally, the
committee took up the
matter concerning the
alleged arbitrary se-
lection by the Univer-
sity of Health Sci-
ences (UHS) of stu-
dents from
Balochistan under the
Prime Minister’s Spe-
cial Scholarship Pro-
gram, instead of those
selected through the
prescribed process by
HEC and PMDC.

The Chairman di-
rected PMDC to ex-
amine the matter and
ensure its prompt
resolution thoroughly.


