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Gwadar Fisherman Killed by Debris of Israeli

News Desk:

A tragic incident occurred in
Iranian waters when a fisher-
man from Gwadar,
Balochistan, was killed after
debris from an Israeli missile
intercepted by Iranian air de-
fence systems struck his boat.
Officials confirmed the incident

on Sunday.
Gwadar Deputy Commis-
Kakar

Missile Intercepted in Iran

told The Daily Quetta Voice
that the event took place on
Saturday. The victim was iden-
tified as Muhammad Tayyab,
a resident of Gannz, a small
coastal town in Gwadar dis-
trict.

According to DC Kakar,
the missile appeared to target
fishing boats in Iran’s Sistan-
Baluchistan coastal region.
Although Iranian defence

sioner (DC) Nagibullah

forces successfully intercepted
and the jectile,

c p

fragments fell into the sea, fa-
tally hitting Tayyab’s vessel.
His body was transported back
to Gannz by sea and later bur-
ied in his hometown.

The incident comes amid
intensifying hostilities in the
Middle East. Since February
28, Iran has been locked in di-
rect confrontation with Israel
and the United States follow-
ing coordinated strikes on Ira-
nian territory. In retaliation,
Tehran has launched drone and

missile attacks on US military
bases and assets across Gulf
states, raising fears of a wider
regional war. Current Situation
and Regional Impact

This tragcdy undcrscorcs
how I ten-

maritime zones. Pakistan, shar-
ing borders with Iran and rely-
ing heavily on Gwadar as a
strategic port under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is closcly monitoring
he incident

sions are endangering civilian
lives far beyond the battlefield.
Fishing communities along the
Arabian Sea, particularly in
Gwadar and Iran’s coastal
belt, now face heightened risks
as military exchanges spill into

highlights the vulnerability of
local livelihoods and the poten-
tial disruption of trade and se-
curity in the region, making sta-
bility in the Gulf crucial for
South Asia’s and

13 terrorists killed in
5 intelligence-driven
operations
across KP: ISPR

NEWS DESK:

Security forces have killed 13 ter-
rorists in five separate operations
across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the
‘military’s media affairs wing said
on Sunday.

“On March 6-7, security
forces conducted a series of high-
tempo intelligence-driven opera-
tions, part of relentless counter-
terrorism campaign, wherein 13
Khawarij belonging to Indian
proxy Fitna Al Khawarij were
killed in five separate engage-
‘ments in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,”
the Inter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said.

Fitna al Khawarij is a term the
state uses for terrorists belong-
ing to the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

According to ISPR, five ter-
rorists were killed in the Bajaur
district after an intense fire ex-
change when troops “effectively
engaged the khawarij location”
during an intelligence-based op-
eration (IBO).

In two other encounters in
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan dis-
tricts, three terrorists * belongmg
to Indian proxy Fitna Al
were successfully neutralised”,
the press release said.

“Simultaneously, in two
separate engagements in Khyber
and South Waziristan districts,
own troops effectively
neutralised five more khawarij,”
it added.

ISPR stated that weapons
and ammunition were also recov-
ered from the “Indian-sponsored
killed khawarij, who remained ac-
tively involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities in the area”

“Itis imperative to highlight
that these operations are being
conducted concurrently as Paki-
stan continues to counter emerg-
ing challenges along its borders
with Afghanistan,” ISPR noted.

“The security forces of Paki-
stan remain resolute and unwa-
vering in their commitment to de-
fend the nation’s frontiers,” the
‘military reaffirmed.

Sanitisation operations were
being conducted to “eliminate
any other Indian-sponsored
khariji found in the area”.

ISPR noted that a “relentless
counter-terrorism campaign under
vision * Azm-i-Istehkam’ (as ap-
proved by Federal Apex Commit-
tee on National Action Plan) by
security forces and law enforce-
ment agencies (LEAS) of Pakistan
will continue at full pace to wipe
out the menace of foreign-spon-

humanitarian interests.

Balochistan Govt Orders Probe into CTD Inspector
Mitha Khan’s Killing

News Desk:

QUETTA: The Government
of Balochistan has expressed
deep sorrow and grief over the
martyrdom of CTD Inspector

Mitha Khan and has ordered +

an immediate investigation into
the incident.

Spokesperson for the
Balochistan government and
Adviser to the Chief Minister
for Political and Media Affairs,
Shahid Rind, said that the ele-
ments involved in the attack
will be arrested soon and
brought to justice.

He stated that Inspector
Mitha Khan was a brave and
dutiful officer who rendered
remarkable services for main-
taining peace and stability in
the province.

Shahid Rind added that
such cowardly attacks cannot
weaken the resolve of the
people of Balochistan or the

[ -

morale of law enforcement :

agencies.

He further said that the |

Government of Balochistan
stands with the family of the

martyred officer in this diffi-  cult time and prayed for the el-  evation of the departed soul’s ranks.

sored and terrorism
from the countr;

President Aslf Ali Zardari
commended the security forces
for eliminating the terrorists,
state-run APP reported.

The president lauded the
professional capabilities of the
security forces during the opera-
tions in Bajaur, Bannu, DI Khan,
Khyber and South Waziristan, the
media wing of President’s Secre-
tariat said in a press release.

President Zardari underlined
that operations against “Indian-
backed Fitna al Khawarij terror-
ists were significant for securing
peace in the country”.

Terror resurgence and inten-
sified operations

has seen a rise in terror-
ist attacks in the past year.

According to the Annual Se-
curity Report 2025 from the Cen-
tre for Research and Security
Studies (CRSS), KP recorded a
slgmﬁcanl surge in violence last
year as “fatalities rose from 1,620
in2024t02,331in2025".

This marked an “absolute in-
crease of 711 deaths, accounting
for over 82 per cent of the net na-
tional rise and marking almost a
44pe year-on-year surge in vio-
lence in the province”.

ue to a resurgence of mili-
tancy, especially in KP and
Balochistan, where attacks often
target security personnel and
LEAs, the state has intensified
counter-terrorism operations.

On February 24, 26 terrorists
belonging to Fitna Al Khawarij
were killed in four separate en-
gagements in KP, while eight ter-
rorists belonging to Fitna Al
Hindustan were killed in an op-
eration in Balochistan’s Sambaza.
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Balochistan High Court
Opens the Doors of Justice |, yuuvipurran
Wider Than Ever Before | fitmiiisi

Editori:

The Balochistan High
Court’s latest initiative
— introducing a dedi-
cated WhatsApp num-
ber and email address
for public complaints
— marks a meaning-
ful shift toward open-
ness, accessibility, and
public empowerment
within the judicial sys-

Long queues, pro-
cedural delays, and
administrative hurdles
made the process dif-
ficult, especially for
people from remote
districts of the prov-
ince.

With digital com-
munication now for-
mally integrated, citi-
zens, litigants, and

damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make
consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-

id).

The Qur’an
Clearly Forbids
F o r ¢ e
Marriages.Allah
states in Surah An-
Nisa:“O you who be-
misconduct, delays, or | lieve, it is not lawful
unfair  treatment. | for you to inherit
Many people lacked | women against their sent is mandatory. advise,but they have
the courage, re-| will.”(Qur’an4:19) Hadith  Refer- absolutelyno power to
sources, or channels to This verse was ences: Sahih al- force their child into
raise such concerns. | revealed toabolish the Bukhari, Hadith 5138. marrying someone.

This mechanism | jahiliyyah practice of Sahih Muslim, Hadith Even if parents think
now provides them a | controlling or forcing 1419. they“know what is
safe and accessible| women into mar- These narrations best,” they cannot
option, reinforcing the | riages. all confirm that the override the choice of
idea that justice is a Islam replaced Prophet (PBUH) al- their daughter or son.
right, not a privilege. | oppression with dig- lowed the woman to The final decision al-

tem. counsel will be able to The Balochistan | nity, choice, and re- annul her forced mar- ways
This is notjust a request and access High Court deserves | sponsibility. riage. belongs to the per-
copies far for taking Prophetic  Ex- One narration son getting married.
an invitation for cm- more easily. a forward-looking ap- | ample: Forced Mar- even states that she Statements such
zens to engage di- This single step proach to judicial| riages Declared In- chose to remain mar- as: “Ifyou don’t marry
rectly with the justice reduces barriers that transparency. valid. ried but wanted to this one, who will
system in ways that have existed for years By embracing A woman once teach women that marry you?”. “You

were previously diffi-
cult, time-consuming,
and often intimidating.

For decades, ob-
taining certified copies
of court judgments
was a frustrating or-
deal for clients and
even for experienced
lawyers.

and ensures that jus-
tice is not only done —
but also seen to be
done.

Equally important
is the ability for citi-
zens to file complaints
directly against lower
judiciary officials or
court staff if they face

technology, the court | came to the Prophet fathershave norightto have no choice.” “Do
has empowered the | Muhammad (PBUH) force their daughters. it forfamily honor.”

public, strengthened | complaining that her Parents Can Ad- “You must obey your
accountability, and| father had married vise, But They Cannot parents.”These are
‘made justice more ap- | herwithout her per- Force. pure emotional ma-
proachable for mil- | mission. The Prophet Islam highly re- nipulation, and Islam

lions. This is a good | (PBUH) gave her the spects parents, but doesnotallow it. Emo-
step — one that brings | full right to reject or marriage choice is not —tional or Psychological
the judiciary closer to | accept the marriage, ~their right. They can Pressure is Also
the people it serves. proving that con- guide, suggest, and Haram. Forced mar-

riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even

emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or
threats

is invalid (Batil) in
Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet  (PBUH)
annulledmarriages
done without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
‘Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women  in  the
ground,we bury their

Forced Marriage in Islam: A Clear
Violation of Women’s Rights and
Human Dignity

dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”When a
girl is forced into a
marriage, pressured
emotionally, or told she
has no other choice,
we destroyher life
while she is still alive.
This is the new form
of burying women
alive, and Islam came
to end thisinjustice
completely.Forced
marriage has no place
in Islam. It is against
the Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
thedignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but nevercontrol
or force marriage
decisions.“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”.

How Al Is Making Modern Production Smarter and Faster

Al is changing the way
we create and collabo-
rate, with 41% 1 of
brands already using it
for video production.
Production teams now
have to create more con-
tent faster than ever.
Staying on track while
keeping ideas fresh is a
daily challenge. AI is
changing how produc-
tion teams plan, shoot,
and edit. It’s making the
process faster, smarter,
and more creative.

As the need for
faster content grows, Al
is becoming a key tool
in modern studios. It
helps creators stay up to
date with new trends and
what audiences want.
Studios are using Al to
work faster and save
money. According to
Deloitte’s2 2024 report,
42% of executives say it
boosts efficiency and
productivity.

Let’s explore how Al
is changing production
from planning to editing.
You’ll learn how it saves
time, cuts costs, and
booss creativity. By the
end, you'll see how it’s
‘making modern produc-
tion smarter and faster.

The Evolution of A
in Media Production

Alin media produc-
tion has evolved rapidly
over the years, Initially,
it served as a basic tool
for handling repetitive
tasks such as video ed-
iting, adding visual ef-
fects, and creating com-
puter_graphics. Over
time, it has transformed
into a powerful creative
partner that now sup-
ports teams at every
stage of production.

Tn the beginning, AT
was mainly used for CGL,
video automation, and
voice synthesis. These
tools helped save time
but still required signifi-
cant human input. Today,
Al plays an active roie
across pre-production,
production, and post-
production, making the
entire process more effi-
cient and consistent.

During pre-produc-
tion, it assists with
scriptwriting, budget-
ing, and storyboarding.
In production, it en-

tracking,
llghlmg adjustments,
and virtual set design.
Finally, in post-produc-
tion, if streamlines edit-
ing, color correction,
sound design, and even
creates advanced visual
effects.

Major studios such
as Netflix and Warner
Bros. are now using Al-
driven tools to analyze
audience preferences,
optimize workflows, and
enhance storyte]lmg As
a result, Al has shifted
from being a simple tech-
nical assistant to becom-
ing an essential force
shaping the future of
modern media produc-
tion.

Why Production
Houses Are Turning to
Al

Production houses
are facing rising costs
and tighter schedules.
Keeping up with dead-
lines while staying cre-
ative has become a ma-
jor challenge. To stay
efficient, many studios
are now using Al to
manage time and60% of
post-production studios
utilize Al-powered edit-
ing tools to reduce edit-
ing time. reduce ex-
penses. This trend is
growing rapidly as the
global Al in media and
entertainment market is
projected to reach $34.1
billion3 by 2027.

The demand for
quick content is also in-
creasing.

Streaming plat-
forms compete to release
new shows faster, put-
ting pressure on pmduc-
tion teams. At the same
time, 65% of advertising
agencies are already us-
ing Al tools for content
creation, showing how
quickly the industry is
adapting to new téch-
nology. There is also a
shortage of skilled post-
production profession-
als. Al tools step in to
handle repetitive work
like cutting scenes or
syncing dialogue. This
gives creative teams
more time to focus on
storytelling and innova-
tion while keeping
projects on schedule
and within budget.

ow Production

Houses Are Using Al see how scenes might annually by2027. like cutting, syncing,

Alis changing how look before filming be- Virtual production and scene detection.
production houses work  gins. This makes plan-  is becoming more com- Smart apps can identify
from start to finish. It ning smoother and re- mon. Tools like Unreal key moments and
supports every stage of duces the need for Engine and NVIDIA streamline workflows,
filmmaking, from plan- costlyrevisions later,  Omniverse allow film- helping editors focus on

and shooting to Alisalso improving makers to create realis- ~storytelling.

ng and final casting and budgeting. tic digital environments Al also improves
delivery.In Pre- Some fools analyze data before filming begins. color grading and sound
ProductionAlis making to predict how well an These virtual sets save editing. It can automati-
the pre-production actor will connect with time, cut costs, and give ~cally balance colors, re-
stage faster and more audiences. Al software ~teams more creative free- finé lighting, remove
creative. Writers now like  Celtx  and dom, especiallyfor large- background noise, and
use tools like ChatGPT, StudioBinderhelpsplan scale = or ~ fantasy sync soundtracks. Even
Jasper, and Sudowrite to  budgets and schedules. projects. some free tools can ap-
draft scripts or explore These tools make it Al supports crews ply complex color grad-
storyideas. In fact, 60% easier for studios to during filming. Voicerec- ing for a consistent
ofﬁlm;tudlosaleexplor» manage costs, track ognition systems can look. These features
ing Al-driven spending, and stay on follow script lines orad- save time and make the
scriptwriting tools to umeIanducuon just camera settings final product polished
speed up Al ing through simple voice and profe
and script development, thewayﬁlms areshoton commands. In addition, Al en-
These tools help gener- set. For example, Al- As a result, on-set hances VFX, CGI, and
ate dialogue, plot twists, powered cameras can work becomes smoother, localization. Tt removes
and creative concepts in automatically track ac- and the crew can focus ~ green screens, fills miss-
minutes, saving time tors, adjust framing, and more on storytelling ing frames, and gener-
while keeping creativity ~optimize lightingin real ~rather than technical de- ates realistic effects
flowing. time. This helps direc- tails. quickly. Voice tools like

Smryboardmg and tors capture perfect In Post-Production Resemble.ai  and
concept visualization shots faster and reduces This phase gets a ElevenLabs speed up
have alsobecome easier. the need for repeated big boost fgomAL espe- dubbing and transla-
Tools like Midjourney, takes. According to cially in editing and tions for multiple lan-
Runway ML, and Pika MarketsandMarkets4, sound design. Tools like ~guages.
Labs turn written ideas  the use of Al cameras in  Runway ML, Adobe Pre- The use of Al in
into visuals, helping di- film production is ex- miere Pro Al, and video editing has re-
rectors and producers pected to grow by 22% Descript automate tasks duced production time

by an average of 30%,
showing how much it
improves efficiency.

Al also helps with
versioning and distribu-
tion. It can create mul-
tiple edits for different
platforms like social me-
dia, TV, or YouTube
Shorts. This allows stu-
dios to repurpose con-
tent easily and deliver it
quickly. Overall, Al
makes post-| producuon
faster, more precise, and
‘more creative.

Case Studies: How
Al Is Shaping Modern
Production

Case Study 1: Netflix
Builds a Cloud-Based
'VFX Studio

Netflix, one of the
biggest entertainment
companies in the world,
began producing its
own content in 2012. To
make collaboration
easier, the company
wanted to create a visual
effects (VFX) studio in
the cloud. This would let
artists from different
countries work together
without being limited by
location.

Using NICE DCV
and Amazon EC2 G4 in-
stances, Netflix built fast
and secure remote work-
stations. These cloud
tools allowed artists to
edit, animate, and render
with high-quality visuals
while keeping perfor-
mance smooth. The sys-
tem helped Netflix move
from testing to full pro-
duction in just one year.

By using AWS,
Netflix reduced costs
and technical barriers
for creators. The com-
pany could now attract
top VEX and animation
talent from anywhere in
the world. This innova-
tion showed how cloud
and Al tools can trans-
form modern film pro-
duction.

Case Study 2:
Cropify’s Al Innovation
in Grain Grading

In South Australia,
Anna Falkiner and An-
drew Hannon founded
Cropify to make grain
testing faster and more
accurate. Traditional
testing relied on human
inspection, which often
caused mistakes and
disagreements.

The founders
wanted a smarter Al-
based way to grade
crops.

Working with the
Australian Institute for
Machine Learning
(AIML), they built A
software that could ana-
lyze grain samples in sec-
onds. Their system re-
duced testing time from
24 minutes tojust 90 sec-
onds and achieved 98%
accuracy. This made the
grain supply chain faster
and more reliable.

In 2024, Cropify
raised $2 million AUD
from investors to expand
its technology. Their
success proved that Al
can bring real value to
agriculture by making
testing fairer, faster, and
more consistent.
Falkiner advises busi-
nesses to focus on real
problems first and then
see if Al is the right so-
lution.

Case Study 3:
What’s Next
Entertainment’s Use of
Al in Creative Produc-
tion

‘What’s Next Enter-
tainment is redefining
how film production
teams approach creativ-
ity and pre-production.
To make their workflow
smoother and boost cre-
ative output, the com-
pany uses Al tools like
Midjourney an,
ChatGPT in its daily pro-
cess.

During the early
stages of filmmaking,
the team  uses
Midjourney for
storyboarding and vi-
sual exploration. It helps
them create detailed vi-
sual references, test
color palettes, and
;ha ¢ the overall look

feel of each scene
before production be-
gins. This saves time
and improves collabora-
tion among directors,
designers, and cinema
(ographem

canwhile,

Cha&GPT supports ide-
ation and research. The
team uses it to study
brands, conduct com-
petitive analysis, and
refine their sentence
structures and ideas for
better storytelling.
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Iran unbowed as Trump warns of ‘hitting hard’

NEWS DESK: Isracl and
Iran traded attacks as the
Middle East war entered
asecond week on Satur-
day, while Tehran made
an unusual apology to
neighbouring states, ap-
parently seeking to calm
regional anger at Iranian
strikes on Gulf civilian
targets, but it dismissed
US President Donald
Trump’s demand for
Tehran’s unconditional
surrender as “a dream”.

“I  personally
apologise to
neighbouring countries
that were affected by
Iran’s actions,” Ira-nian
President  Masoud
Pez-eshkian said, urging
them not to join US-Is-
raeli attacks on Iran.

He said the
country’s tempor-ary
leadership council had
agr-e-ed to suspend at-
tacks on nearby states
unless strikes on Iran
orig-inated from their
territory.

Trump nonetheless
cast Iran’s apology as a
surrender, while saying
the country would be
“hit very hard™ on Sat-
urday and warned the
US could widen its at-
tacks to areas and
eroups of people that
were not previously des-
ignated targets.

Iran targets US
bases

Pezeshkian’s com-
‘ments caused a political

stir in Iran, prompting
his office to reiterate
Iran’s military would re-
spond firmly to attacks

om US bases in the re-
gion.

Hours after
Pezeshkian’s
ann-o-uncement, Iran’s
Revo-lutionary Guards
said their drones struck
a US air combat centre
at Al Dha-fra Air Base,
near Abu Dha-bi, capital
of the United Arab
Emi-rates. The Revolu-
tionary Guards also tar-
geted US forces at a
base in Bahrain, the Ira-
nian state media said.
Blasts were also heard in
Doha, a Reuters witness
said.

Gholamhossein
Mohseni-Ejei, Iran’s ju-
diciary chief, said evi-
dence from Iran’s armed
forces indicates that the
territory of some re-
gional countries was be-
ing used to carry out at-
tacks against Iran.

Heavy strikes on
those targets will con-
tinue, said Mohseni-
Ejei, whois alsoa mem-
ber of the interim leader-
ship council set up after
Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei was
assassinated in an
airstrike on his com-
pound at the start of the
conflict.

Huge explosions
were heard in several
parts of the Iranian capi-

tal, state media reported.

The US-Israeli at-
tacks have killed at least
1,332 Iranian civilians
and wounded thou-
sands, according to
Tran’s UN ambassador,
Amir Saeid Iravani. Ira-
nian attacks have killed
10 people in Israel and
at least six US service
members have been
killed.

Meanwhile, a clas-
sified report by the US
National Intelligence
Council has found that
even a large-scale as-
sault on Iran would be
unlikely to oust its en-
trenched military and
clerical establishment,
according to The Wash-

ington Post’s John
Hudson.

“The report out-
lined succession sce-

us mllllarycampalgl In
both cases, it concluded
the clerical and military
establishment would re-
spond to Khamenei’s
killing by following pro-
tocols designed to pre-
serve continuity of
power,” he wrote on X.
“The report says
the prospect of Iran’s
fragmented opposition
taking control of the
country is “unlikely,”
raising doubts about
Trump’s declared plan to
“clean out” Iran’s lead-

Speaking at a press
conference in Istanbul,
Fidan also said Turkiye
opposed all scenarios
aiming to create
ethnicity-based civil war
in Iran, adding that such
scenarios could lead to
migrant waves.

Turkiye is also con-
sidering the possibility
of sending F-16 fighter
Jets to Northern Cyprus
as a security measure, a
Turkish defence min
try source said, days af-
ter the island was tar-
geted by a drone attack.

Turkish President
Tayyip Erdogan earlier
told British Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer by
phone that there are still
things that can be done
to build a ground for dia-
logue on Iran, and that

we are no easy prey,”
Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, who is also
ruler of Abu Dhabi, said
in comments, made on
Friday when visiting
those injured in strikes,
aired on Abu Dhabi TV
on Saturday.

“We will carry out
our duty towards our
country, our people and
our residents who are
also part of our family,”
he said.

The UAE also said
its air defences inter-
cepted 15 missiles and
119 dro-nes on Saturday
‘morning and video foot-
age showed one projec-
tile crashing into Dubai
airport, the world’s busi-
est for international traf-
fic. Saudi Arabia’s De-
fence Minister Prince
Khalid bin Salmanurged  Turkiye’s peace-fo-
Iran to “avoid miscalcu- cused efforts are ongo-
lation”. In a series of ing. Iran rejects Trump
statements, the Saudi call Iran’s apparent strat-
defence ministry said it egy of maximum chaos
had thwarted repeated has driven up the costs
missile launches atanair - of the conflict by raising
base which houses US energy prices, hurting

global business and lo-

military personnel and
drone attacks ata major  gistics links and shaking
trust in the stability of a

ail field.
Meanwhile, Turkish ~ critical region for the
world’s economy.

Foreign Minister Hakan
Early on Saturday,

Fidan warned [ran on
the Iranian army said its
navy had carried out
drone strikes against tar-
gets in Israel as well as

ership structure and in-
stall a ruler of his choos-
e

Gulf states hit by
drones, missiles

The US-Isracli war
on Iran has already
spilled beyond Ira
borders, as Tehran has
responded by hitting Is-
rael and Gulf Arab states
hosting US military in-
stallations and Israel has
launched fresh attacks
in Lebanon after the
Iran-aligned militia
Hezbollah fired across
the border.

Gulf states voiced
outrage that their civil-

UAE, Kuwait, Qatar,
Bahrain, Oman, Saudi
Arabia and Iraq have all
reported drone or missile
attacks over the past
week. Iran had mended
fences with its Gulf
neighbours in recent
years, including with
Tormer regional arch-ri-
val Saudi Arabia.

The president of
the United Arab Emir-
ates said his nation was
in a time of war but was
well and told his enemies
it was no easy prey, in
his first public com-
ments since Iran
launched missiles at its

wards Turkiye, after
Nato air defences de-

ian infrastructure — ho-  Gulf neighbour. stroyed a missile head- US gathering points and
tels, ports and oil facili- “The UAE has thick ing into Turkish air- bases in Abu Dhabi and
ties — was struck. The skin and bitter flesh — space several days ago. Kuwait.

New York police probe man for throwing
‘ignited’ devices near anti-Muslim protest in

front of Mayor Mamdani’s house

NEWS DESK: New York
counterterror police said
they were carrying out
an investigation on Sat-
urday after a man threw

related to the ongoing it near a line of police
hostilities in Iran, Tisch before vaulting a crash
added. Police arrested barier.

six people over unrest at
the protest, she said, in-

responded and ... based
on a preliminary exami-
nation and X-ray imag-
ing, the devices which
were abit smaller than a

The man also threw
a similar device near

“ignited devices” near cluding two suspects in Lang’s group of protest- football appeared to be
far-right protesters dem- connection with the de- ers. a jar wrapped in black
onsrating outside the ~vices. “Witnesses re- tape— importantly with

‘mayor’s home.

New York Police
Commissioner Jessica
Tisch said the devices
contained nuts, bolts
and screws as well as a
fuse — but it was not yet
clear if they were func-
tional improvised explo-
sive devices, or hoax imi-
tations.

The Federal Bureau
of Investigation said in
an X post that its Joint
Terrorism Task Force
was “actively investi-
gating” the matter along
with New York City Po-
lice.

Far-right influencer ~ported seeing flames and
Jake Lang was demon- smoke as it travelled
strating against alleged through the air before it
“Islamification” and call-  struck a barrier a few feet
ing foran end to “public  from police officers,”
Muslim prayer”in New Tisch told a briefing,
York in front of Gracie naming the suspect as
Mansion, the residence Amir Balat, 18.
of Mayor Zohran “Mr Balat then ...
Mamdani. gets a second device
His protest drew fromaman.

around 20 people, police “Mr Balat lights the
said, while counter-pro- device and starts run-
testers numbered about ning with it. He then
125. A man wearing a _drops the device.”
dark hooded sweatshirt Moments later, he
and beige cargo pants and the other man were
was handed a device detained by police, who
wrapped in tape and bil-  were heavily deployed to
lowing smoke by a fel- the protest.

i Hedmpped “The bomb squad

nuts, bolts and screws
along with a hobby fuse
that could be lit,” Tisch
added.

“We don’t yet
know if they contained
energetic (explosive)
material”

A demonstrator op-
posed to Lang, teacher
Mia Kurzer, 23, told AFP
she “showed up be-
cause we have to show
that hate has no place in
our city.”

“We democratically
elected a mayor who is
Muslim — and that’s
New York. We have dif-
ferent cultures, and we
have to celebrate those
cultures.”

She added, “I think
(Lang) is an idiot. I think
he underestimates the
power of the people.”

There were some
scuffles, apparently be-
tween protesters and
counter-demonstrators.

Police arrested six
people, Tisch said, in-
cluding a protester in
Lang’s group who used
pepper spray against
counter-protesters, the
two men who handled
and threw devices an
three others for disor-
derly conduct and ob-
structing traffic.

Second Paklstanl killed in UAE due to
falling debris from aerial interception
amid ongoing Iran-US-Israel war

NEWS DESK: A Paki-
stani driver was killed
when “debris from an
aerial interception” fell
ontoa vehicle in Dubai’s
Al Barsha area late on
Saturday night, accord-
ing to Dubai Media Of-
fice. This is the second
instance of a Pakistani
national losing his life in
an attack in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE)
during the ongoing war
between Iran and the US
and Israel.

The war has ex-
panded in the region,
with Iran targeting US
assets and bases in Gulf nauonal s family. repatriation process as cepted missiles target-
countries and Israel car- “We are pro- quicklyas possible. ing sites in Abu Dhabi.
rying out attacks in foundly saddened to “In this hour of Initially, the defence
Lebanon. The statement ~ confirm that a Pakistani ~ grief, we share in the ministry said an Asian
by the Dubai Media Of- national lost his life yes- family’s pain and offer national was killed after
fice does not specify terday in Dubai’s Al our most sincere the debris fell on aresi-
which projectile was in-  Barsha area due to fall- prayers,” it added. dential area of Abu
tercepted during  ing debris following the The war began on Dhabi.

Saturday’s incident, or interception ofan incom-  February 28, with the US Later, UAE authori-
from where it was fired.  ing missile,” the em- and Israel launching at- ties confirmed that the

he Pakistani em- ba;;y said on X. tacks on Iran. The same  victim was a Pakistani
bassy in the UAE said ur _Consulate day, the UAE defence national, who was iden-
its consulate in Dubai General in Dubai isindi- ministry had reported tified as Mureed Zaman,
was in direct contact rect contact with local the death of a person a resident of Khyber
with local authorities to authorities to assist the ~due to falling debris af- Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu

There was no indi-
cation the incident was
N

assist the Pakistani familyand facilitate the ter air defences inter- district.

Chinese FM urges US to manage differences
in face of trade woes

NEWS DESK: China’s the global economy, during China’s annual ~East and Ukraine,

top diplomat urged the Beijing has sought to political gathering, “This year is indeed
United States on Sun-  profit off Trump’s mercu-  which began this week, ~a big year for Sino-US re-
daytoiron outits differ- - rial policies by position-  known as the ‘Two Ses-  lations,” Wang told re-
ences with Beijing, as ingitselfasareliable al- sions’ porters.

the world’s two largest
economies lock horns
over trade tariffs and
geopolitical issues.
US-China ties have
been strained since US
President  Donald
Trump returned to the
White House last year,
followed by a trade war
that saw the two coun-
tries impose tariffs on
each other’s products.
‘While the US-China
trade war has uprooted

ternative partner.

“We observe a cer-
tain country erecting tar-
iffbarriers and pursuing
decoupling and supply
chain disruption,” Chi-
nese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi told a press
conference on Sunday.

“These actions are
akin to trying to extin-
guish a fire with fuel. Ul-
nma(ely they will back-
fire.

The parallel meet- While China and
ings of China’s parlia- the US “cannot change
ment and political con- each other”, he said,
sultative body are adding “we can change
closely watched for the way we interact with
clues as to the priorities ~ each other™.
of China’s leaders in the Wang urged both
face of a precarious geo-  sides to “manage exist-
political landscape. ing differences and

Wang addressed a eliminate unnecessary
range of issues, includ- interference”.
ing the US-China rela- Middle East war
tionship, tensions in the Buta wide range of
South China Sea, as well  disagreements remain.
as wars in the Middle Beijing has blasted US
and Israeli military
strikes on Iran, which
sparked the war in the
Middle East.

China has diplo-
matic and trade ties with
Tehran and has con-
demned the assassina-
tion of Iran’s Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

Wang said on Sun-
day the war “should
never have happened”.

“A strong fist does
not mean strong reason.
The world cannot return
to the law of the jungle,”
he told reporters.

‘At the same time, he
maintained that China’s
relations with Moscow.

Mideast airlines begm cautious flight
resumption amid regional tensions

NEWS DESK: MAJOR
airlines across the
Middle East are begin-
ninga cautious and com-
plex resumption of
flights after widespread
airspace closures linked
to regional tensions tem-
porarily grounded the
global aviation hub,
though operations in
Qatar remain severely re-
stricted.

Key carriers, in-
cluding Emirates, Etihad
Airways and flydubai,
have started operating
limited schedules from
the United Arab Emir-
ates.

However, the situa-
tion remains fluid, with
a significant number of
cancellations still in ef-
fect and airlines univer-
sally advising passen-
gers not to travel to air-
ports without a con-
firmed and valid book-
ing.

The disruption
stems from temporary
airspace closures over
parts of the Middle East,
with airlines taking pre-
cautionary measures
amid the Iran conflict.

In the UAE, Dubai
International Airport
(DXB) and Al Maktoum
International (DWC)
have reopened, accord-
ing to a statement from
Dubai Airports.

The Abu Dhabi-
based Etihad Airways

"He was speaking

resumed a limited com-
mercial flight schedule
from March 6, operating
to a lengthy list of de:
nations including cities
in Europe, Asia and
North America.

“The decision has
been taken in coordina-
tion with relevant au-
thorities followmg ex-

Qatar, however, remains
significantly different.
Qatar Airways’ sched-
uled flight operations are
still suspended due to
the closure of Qatari air-
space. An update is ex-
pected on March 8 by
9am Doha time.
The Qatar Civil
Aviation Authority an-
nounced a “partial re-
sumption of air naviga-
tion in Qatar, through
designated navigational
contingency routes with
limited operational ca-
pacity”, clarifying these
initial flights are for pas-
senger evacuation and
air cargo and “do not
inclu--de scheduled
flights to and from
Doha™.

In a highly con-

trolled measure, Qatar
Airways operated spe-
cial inbound flights from
London and Frankfurt
onMarch 7, with flights
from Paris, Madrid,
Rome, and Bangkok
planned for March 8.

The airline also
organised outbound re-
patriation flights on
March 7 to five Euro-
pean cities, with priority
givento families, the eld-
erly and those with ur-
gent needs.

Elsewhere in the re-
gion, Oman Air and
SalamAir have an-
nounced significant
cancellations. Oman Air
suspended all flights
from March 9 to March
11 to and from Amman,
Dubai, Bahrain.

Etihad said in a state-
ment.

Dubai’s flagship
carrier, Emirates, also
confirmed it had re
sumed operations. “Pas
sengers who have con-
firmed bookings for this
afternoon’s flights may
proceed to the airport,”
the airline advised.

The situation in
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Karachi varsities switch to online classes as fuel becomes costlier

KARACHI(INP): The Middle Eastconflict.  Iran, put pressure on Ramadan to facilitate pussaid it would shift all Sources privy to education routines tors, and other energy-
University of Karachi The development domestic energy costs.  students. The KU ad- classes online from the matter on Thursday across the country in a saving initiatives could
(KU) and the Federal came a day after the fed- According toa dec- ministration said there March 11 to 16, adding had said that federal bid to conserve ¢nergy be implemented, they

Urdu University o Arts, ~eral government raised laration issued by the were concerns about ~that the semester break government was consid- and streamline opera- added Similarly, the cor-
Science and Technology  petrol and diesel prices University of Karachi ~transport problems duc would begin on March cring online classes tions. Along with digital ~porate sector is explor-
(FUUAST) have de- by whopping Rs55 per (KU),all momingclasses to the increase in the 16. The Islamabad cam- among other measures ~ learning, measures such  ing the possibility of al-
cided to hold virtual litrecachas surging glo- will be shifted online prices of petroleum puswill alsohold online ~under the "national ac- s reduced office atten- lowing employees to
classes to conserve fuel bal oil prices, fuelled by from March 9 until the product. Similarly, the ~classes from March9 to tion plan” to bring dance, remote work for work online for two days
amid the escalating _the US-Isracl war with _end ofthe holy month of FUUAST Karachi cam- 27, it added. changes to work and _corporate and IT sec- aweek.

PM, President praise women's role in national
development on International Day of Women

ISLAMABAD (INP): President Asif Ali mendable. He stressed Pakistan and the world
International Women's = Zardari said that women  the need to eliminate who continue to con-
Day observed across have played a crucial discriminatory laws and tribute to society with
Pakistan and around the ~ role in Pakistan’s devel- han‘nfulsoclalpracuceq dedication and resil-
world on Sunday, with opment and progress. that hinder women’s ience.

leaders and citizens He recalled that the progress. The prime minister
highlighting the vital founder of Pakistan, He further said that ~ stated that protecting
role women play in soci- Muhammad Ali Jinnah, ensuring equal rights women’s rights is key to
ety. had emphasized the im- would help improve ensuring sustainable

On International portance of women’s women’s access to edu- national development
Day of Women Presi- equal participation in cation, employment, and  and prosperity. He said
dent Asif Ali Zardari and national life. protection. The presi- women’s hard work, de-
Prime Minister Shehbaz The president also dent also highlighted termination, and valu-
Sharifpaid tribute to Pa-  highlighted the leader- the important role of ru- able services in every
kistani women, empha-  ship of former prime min- - ral women, particularly ~sector of ife are a source
sizing that no nation can  ister Benazir Bhuttoasa in agriculture and the of pride for the nation.
achieve meaningful shining example of the national economy. He added that Paki-
progress without the ac-  determination and He added that Paki- stani women are playing
tive participation of strength of Pakistani stan is committed to in- a transformative role in
women in all spheres of women. He said the con-  ternational agreements building a strong and
life. tributions and struggles aimed at eliminating dis- prosperous country,
= s . | This year Women’s of Fatima Jinnah and crimination against from education and
[Prime Minister Muhammad ShehbazSharif visits Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Junaid| | Day is beingmarked un- Nusrat Bhutto continue women and emphasized healthcare to sports,
nwar Chaudhry to offer condolences on the demise of his mother. der the theme “Rights, to inspire women across that providing women governance, and the

Q Qg 0 s Equality and Action: For  the country. with equal access to armed forces. The prime
Soarmg petrol prices Several detainees mJured All Women and Girls,”  President Zardari credit, property, and em- _minister also reaffirmed
reflecting the global noted that women are ployment opportunities the government’s com-

push Vegetables, fruits in brutal Indian police commitment to protect- ~serving the nation in ev- is essential for sustain- mitment to creating an

. . .. . e . ing women’s tights and ety feld, from avition - able development. environment _where
ensuring equal opportu-  cockpits to parliamen- Prime Minister women can realize their

beyond reaCh n PakIStan aCtlon n Ra.lourl .]all nities. taryhalls, and their ser- Shehbaz Sharifalso paid full potential without

ISLAMABAD (INP) Nighaban markets, | JAMMU (INP) Several = oners who are often held In_his message, vices are highly com- tribute to women across _discrimination or fear.

kistan prices have remained | prisoners were injured under stringent laws and

amerment’s s Dy deamtic e et | Bt b ot by o end | Crash course for Sindh Pulljab govt orders strict

crease in petrol prices hike, with onions at | Indian police inside Dis- tions in different jails

has caused a ripple et Rs30;tomatoesat Rs63, | trict Jail Dhangri in - actoss the occupied ter- agriculture graduates crackdown on hoarding

fect across the country, and ginger at Rs282 per | Rajouri district of Indian ~ ritory and

pushing up the cost of kilogram in Pakistan | illegally occupied  Meanwhile, authori began ahead of petroleum products

vegetables and fruits.  follwoing petrol prices | Jammu and Kashmir, in- ties in District Jail

As per details, the  hike. dicating the deteriorat- Bhaderwah in Doda dis- . s : . ;
rising prices of petro- In Karachi, the in- | ing conditions faced by trict claimed to have in- of China training LA gl bl e Sl
leum products in the crease in petrol prices | detainees _in the tercepted a parcel con- | |5} AMABAD (INP): mission (HEC)as part of [ ordered a strict crack- directed authorities to
open market are now im- has also driven up the | territory’s prisons. taining two keypad mo- | The' Higher Education  the government’s initia- | down on the hoarding of launch strict action
pacting the overall cost - cost of vegetables and | According to Kash- - bile phonesallegedly in- | Commission (HEC), Pa- - tive titled “Short-Term | petroleum products against those involved
of food items, with infla- _fruits. Potatoes are be- | mir Media Service, the - tended for an inmate, a | stan has launched a 14-  Trainings of 1000 Agri- | across the provin: in hoarding petroleum
tion graphs climbing in  ing sold at Rs30 per ki- [ police action was un- resident of Hajin area of day preparatory course ~cultural Professionals in Punjab Chief Mi products.

the country’s two larg- logram, onions at Rs40, | leashed under the garb Bandipora district. for 200 agriculture China {er Maryam Nawaz held - Distict administra-
est cities, Karachi and spinach bundles at| of what detainces de- In another related | gradiates from Sindh  “This program, fa- | a meeting with Finance ~tions have been ordered
Lahore. Rs20-30, peas at Rs120, | scribed development, police | who are set to travel to cilitated by the HEC, is [ Minister Muhammad  to continuously monitor

In Lahore, tomatoes  green chillies at Rs150, as a heated argu-  conducted searches in | China for specialized currently preparing 200 | Aurangzeb and Petro- fuel supply, while the
are being sold at Rs70— and ginger and garlic at | ment between two in- District Jail Kathua. Au- training under the prime  talented trainees Trom | leum Minister Ali Pervaiz  Price Control and Trans-
75 per kilograim, onions - up to Rs400 per kilo- | mates, which later esca- - thorties sidall batacks | minister’s capacity- Sindh for their upcoms | Malik toreview the situ- port departments have

at Rs55-60, and ginger  gram. : latedintoa larger scuffle in the prison were | pyilding initiative. ing departure to Chis ation arising from the been tasked with over-

at Rs310 per kilogram. Among fruits, mel- | involving other prison-  searched in the presence The crash course, the statement said. ongoing war. The meet- seeing the situation and

Meanwhile, the prices of  ons and guavas are be- | ers inside the jail. of senior police officials | being held at Sindh Ag" Officials said the |ing also assessed the taking action where nec-

staple items such as ingsold at Rs150 per ki- In reaction to the although no significant | rjcylture University in  training aims to expose | supply, demand and re- essary.

flour, sugar, logram, police action, detainees  recoveries were re- | Tandojam from March4 participants to global | serves of petroleum She also instructed
and rice remain rela- bananas at Rs350 | set blankets on fire and ported. toMarch 17, s designed  best practices and inno- | products in Punjab. that people should not

tively stable for now, per dozen, tangerines at | pelted stones at prison Political analysts
withsugar at Rs160, ten  Rs400 per dozen, and | guards and police per- and rights observ
kilograms of flour at strawberries at up to | sonnel. Several prison- frequent incidents insid

5910, and rice ranging  Rs800 perkilogram. Ven- | ers_sustained injuries ~prisons in the occupied
ﬁumR.sZSUlDl‘(}Opcrkl» dors cite increased | during the police action. territory point to grow-
logram. Market sources ~transport costs as the Observers say such ing unrest among in-
have, however, warned ~main reason for the price | incidents reflect the mates, particularly
that these prices mayrise hikes, leavingthem with | mounting frustration Kashmiri detainees who

to prepare the selected vative agricultural tech- Participants agreed face long queues at
candidates before their nologies so they can [on adopting a fuel con- petrol pumps and
departure to Chinese help address key local | servation policy tomain- warned that no one
universities for short- challenges, including | tain balance between would be allowed to sell
term professional train- climate change impacts | supply and demandamid petroleum products
ing in modern agricul- and food security. the crisis. above the official price
tural practices, Gwadar HEC Director Gen- MaryamNawazem-  anywhere in Punjab.

EE ]

1 Pro reported on Sunday. eral Aayesha Tkram de- | phasized the need to en- During the meeting,
in the wmmg days. no choice but to raise [ among detainees, par- have been incarcerated According to an of-  livered an online lecture | sure the availability of the chief minister was
Ramdan _their rates. ticularly Kashmiri pris- under draconian laws. | ficial statement, the pro- to the selected candi- | diesel for agricultural briefed on the reserves

Maryam Nawaz becomes shield for Widows | e Fuon Com._soisoryouth adeshin, | sarecd o tosely ont._ e otho e
and orphaned children ) '

LAHORE (INP): Injust their benefits reach the manage their house- Rehmat Card program,
two years, the Govern- people. A true welfare holds with great diffi- orphaned children will
ment of Punjab has state is one where real culty. Many orphaned be able to continue their
launched more than 100 public problems are ad- children are forced to schooling.
development and wel- dressed and citizens re- abandon their education The program will be
fare initiatives, with over ~ ceive practical relief. due to financial hard- formally launched after
50 already completed. During her first two ~ships and, in some cases, ~ Eid. Registration will be
Each project introduced  years in office, Maryam ~ are pushed toward child facilitated through a
by the Punjab govern- Nawaz has introduced labor. dedicated mobile appli-
ment is distinct from the  several transformative Through the new cation, a web portal, and
previous one. One of the  initiatives that are di- Rehmat Card program, direct submissions at
most notable features of rectly benefiting ordi- widowed womenwillre- the offices of the Zakat
these initiatives is that nary citizens. ceive financial assis- and Ushr Department.
Chief Minister Maryam Programs such as tance of Rs. 100,000, The Chief Minister
Nawaz inaugurates a the ration card, the mi- while orphaned children has also stated that ev-
project only when it is nority card, and the will receive Rs. 25,000 ery citizen has an equal
ready tostart delivering Himmat Card are already ~each. In its first phase, right to the resources of
tangible benefits to the supporting thousands the Punjab government Punjab, and all available
public. The era when of people across Punjab. aims to provide support means will be used to

government projects re- Now, the Chief Min-  to more than 50,000 vul- ensure that assistance
mained confined to files  ister has approved the nerable households reaches those who truly
is now over. launch of the “Rehmat through this initiative. ~ deserve it. Punjab is en-

Maryam Nawazisa Card” program for wid- While approving visioned as a province
pragmatic leader who ows and orphaned chil- the program, Maryam where the government ISLAMA!}AD President Asif Ali Zardari addressing orphan children at an Litar dinner hosted af
strongly dislikes the po- ~dren. Nawaz emphasized that  itself takes ! S: with the observance of Orphans Day.
litical sloganeerin; dnd ‘Without doubt, this  this is not charity; rather, ity for the welfare of ev-

S promises tat is  ighly itis the sate assuming iy individial. Security forces neutralise 13 India-backed

characterized past gov- initiative of the Punjab responsibility for the Through this pro- . o .
ernments. For this rea- government. In every welfare of widows and gram, widows and or- terrorists in five KP operations

son, she personally re- community there are orphancd children. She ~phaned children will be ) _ ) g . )
views every aspect of many dignified yetstrug-  stated that every child able tolive with financial | RAWALPINDI (INP): - Dera Ismail Khan Dis-  at full pace to wipe out launched "Operation

public relief initiatives gling widows and or- has the right to educa- independence and dig- | Security forces tricts, three terrorists  the menace of foreign-  Ghazab lil-Haq," during
before ensuring that phaned children who tion, and through the nity. neutralised 13 India- were  successfully sponsored terrorism which at least 527 Af-
: backed terrorists in five neutralised. Likewisé, from the country. ghan Taliban fighters

different intelligence- five more terrorists were  The security forces have been killed in

baeed crpemuom (IBOs) killed in two separate en-  of Pakistan remain reso- strikes conducted along
hyber gagements in Khyber lute and unwavering in the border and inside the
Pakhtunkhwa, thc [nlcr» and South Waziristan their commitment to de- neighboring country.
Services Public Rela- Districts. fend the nation’s fron- According to Infor-
tions (ISPR) said on Sun- The ISPR said that tiers. These IBOs come mation Minister
day. According to the weapons and ammuni- as Pakistan continues to ~ Attaullah Tarar on Fri-
military’s media wing, a ~ tion were alsorecovered ~ counter emerging secu-  day, over 755 Afghan
series ofhigh-tempo in- from Indian sponsored ity challenges alongits Taliban fighters have
telligence-driven opera-  killed terrorists, whore- borders with Afghani- been injured, 237
tions was conducted at mained actively in- stan and proceeds with checkposis destroyed,
midnight on March6 and ~ volved in numerous ter- Opcrauon Ghazab lil- 38 captured, and 205

7 as part of a relentless rorist activities in the Haq. tanks, armored vehicles,
counter terrorism cam- area. Pakistan has wit- and artillery guns elimi-
paign. The statement nessed a rise in cross- nated.

During an intelli- added that sanitisation border terrorist activity, Prior to this opera-

gence-based operation operations were being particularly in the tion, Pakistan had also
in Bajaur District, the conducted to eliminate Khyber Pakhtunkhwa targeted seven terrorist
ISRP said, security any other India-spon- and Balochistan prov- camps and hideouts
forces effecuvely en- sored terrorists, and fur- inces, which shareabor- along the Pakistan-Af-
gaged the terrorists' lo- ther stressed that a re- der with Afghanistan, ghanistan border be-
cation, and after an in- lentless Counter Terror- since the Taliban re- longing to Fitna al
tense fire exchange, five  ism campaign under the  gained control of Af- Khawarij (FAK), its affli-

ferrorisis were gunned  vsion"Azme sehlam’” - ghanistan in 2021, ates, and Daesh-
ISLAMABAD: Federal Miniser for lanning, Development & Specia Initiatives, Alisan [qbal pr-f | o by security forces and In response to the Khorasan, in retaliation
senting the Monthly pdat on Saturday, Pakistan's eco- 'l two other cn- Hw enforcement agen- cscalating terror inci. for reeent Suicide at-

nomic stabilization and progress during ‘he current fiscal year. counters in Bannu and cies (LEAs) will continue  dents, Pakistan tacks.
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Balochistan Bar Council Condemns Killing of Advocate in
Panjgur, Announces Court Boycott

News Desk
QUETTA: The
Balochistan Bar
Council has strongly
condemned the brutal
killing of advocate
Hamal Hasni in
Panjgur, describing the
incident as a grave at-
tack on the legal pro-
fession and the rule of
law.

In a press release
issued on March 7,
2026, the Bar Council
expressed deep sor-
row and concern over
the tragic incident and
extended heartfelt con-
dolences to the be-
reaved family of the
deceased lawyer.

According to the
statement, the killing
of a lawyer is not
merely the murder of
an individual but an
attack on the justice
system and the su-
premacy of law. The
council stated that
lawyers have always
played a vital role in
upholding the Consti-
tution, protecting pub-

notice of the mcldent

conduct a transparent

investigation, and ar-

rest those responsible
s ble.

ing, the Balochistan
Bar Council has an-
nounced a boycott of]
courts across the
province on Monday,
March 9, 2026.

The council also
prayed for the eleva-
tion of the deceased
lawyer’s ranks an

ety. prevented in the fu-
ture. The Bar Council
warned that if the per-
petrators are not ar-
rested immediately
and practical steps are
not taken to protect
lawyers, the legal fra-
ternity reserves the
right to stage strong

The Balochistan
Bar Council criticized
the failure of relevant
institutions to ensure
the protection of law-
yers and citizens. The
council urged the Gov-
ernment of
Balochistan and law-

The council fur-
ther demanded that ef-
fective security mea-
sures be introduced to
ensure the safety of
licrights, and ensuring  enforcement agencies lawyers so that such protests. patience for the griev-
the rule of law in soci- to immediately take tragic incidents can be To protestthe kill-  ing family.

CM Balochistan Condoles Death of Meena
Majeed Baloch’s Father in Turbat

TURBAT: Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, Chief Minister of
Balochistan, visited the
Ginnah area of Turbat to
offer condolences to
Meena Majeed Baloch,
Advisor on Sports and
Youth Affairs, on the
demise of her father
Abdul Majeed.

During the visit, the
Chief Minister offered
Fateha for the departed
soul and prayed that Al-
‘mighty Allah grants for-
giveness to the de-
ceased, loss is undoubtedly a

clevates his ranks, pmfound SOITOW.
and grants him a high Mir Sarfraz Bugti ex-
place in Jannat-ul- pressedheartfelt sympa-
Firdous. thy with Meena Majeed

He said that the Balochand the bereaved
presence of a father isa  family, praying that Al-
great blessing in a lah grants them patience

Senior Officials Review Ongoing Development
Projects in Quetta

On the occasion,
relatives and close asso-
ciates of the deceased,
including Zubair Rind,
Bashir Ahmed Baloch,
and Dr. Noor Baloch,
were also present along
with members of the be-
reaved family.

velopment; Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani

Provincial Minister
for Finance; and Mir
Asghar Rind, Parliamen-
tary Secretary for En-
ergy. Mir Asim Kurd
Gello and other officials
were also present.

person’s life, and his dnd slrcngth o bear the

Several provincial
leaders accompanied the
Chief Minister during
the condolence visit, in-
cluding Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi, Provincial Minis-
ter for Planning and De-

QUETTA: Zahid
Saleem, Additional
Chief Secretary (De-
velopment) of
Balochistan, along
with Babar Khan,
Secretary of the Com-
munications  and
Works Department
Balochistan, visited
various ongoing devel-
opment projects in
Quetta on Saturday to
review the progress
and quality of work.

During the visit,
officials provided a de-
tailed briefing on the
projects currently un-
derway in the city, in-
cluding construction
and rehabilitation of
roads and improve-
ment of urban infra-
structure.

Speaking on the
occasion, Zahid
Saleem directed the
concerned authorities
to ensure that all de-

Babar Khan also in-
structed officials to
accelerate the pace of
work on ongoing
project

stating that the
timely completion of
public welfare projects
remains a top priority

and modern infrastruc-
ture.
He further em-
phasized that timely
completion and trans-
parency in develop-
ment projects must be
ensured at all costs.
Meanwhile,

of the government.

Project directors,
engineers, and other
relevant officials were
also present during the
visit and provided a
comprehensive brief-
ing on the progress of]|
the projects.

velopment

projects are com-
pleted within the stipu-
lated timeframe and
according to high-
quality standards so
that citizens can ben-
efit from improved
transportation facilities

Balochistan Investment Board Discusses PPP Project to
Promote FinTech and IT Services

QUETTA: An important
meeting was held under
the chairmanship of
Bilal Khan Kakar, Vice
Chairman _of  the
Balochistan Board of In-
vestment and Trade, to
discuss a proposed
Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) project aimed
at promoting FinTech,
Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO), and
1T services in
Balochistan.

The meeting re-
viewed potential col-
laboration opportunities
with investors from
Saudi Arabia as part of
efforts to attract interna- :
tional investment and tors would not only

sh modern digital infra-  tunities for the youth

nt.
He added that the

strengthen the structure in Balochistan, and strengthen the pro- crease investment but
province’s  digital facilitate technology vincial economy. Government of also introduce global-
economy. transfer, and enhance Balochistan is commit- standard technology

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Bilal Khan Kakar
said that the pmvince
has immense potential in
the IT and digital ser-
vices sector, which can
be ctfccuvcly utilized
through proper planning

ted to promoting invest-
ment and supporting the
development of modern
technology sectors in
the province.
Participants also
agreed that collabora-

and  expertise
Balochistan.

This partnership
could help position the
province as an emerging
regional hub for IT and
dlgxlal services in the

Relevant officials,
industry experts, and
representatives from the
private sector partici-
pated in the discussion.

According to offi-
cials, the proposed

the skills and capacity of in
the local workforce.
The plan also in-
cludes setting u
FinTech, BPO, and IT
service centers, which
are expected to create

project will help estab- new employment oppor- and international invest- tion with Saudi inves-

Awareness Rally Held in Barkhan to

Promote School Enrollment Campaign

BARKHAN: An school enrollment. the purpose of the el
awareness rally was The rally passed rollment campaign
organized by the Edu-  through various roads to bring out-of- ;chuul
cation Department ofthe city withtheaim children into educa-
Balochistan in of educating the pub- tional institutions.
Barkhan District as lic about the signifi-
part of the ongoing cance ofschooling and
school enrollment motivating parents to
campaign aimed at ensure their children
encouraging parents receive an education.
to send their children Among  thos
present were Naveed
Latif, District Educa-

ressing the
pamclpanls Abdullah

id that the
dlsmt,l administration,
in collaboration with
the education depart-
ment, is taking all pos-

hool.
The rally was led sible measures to pro-

mote education.

He stressed that
all segments of society
must play their role to
make the campaign
successful so that no
child remains deprived
of education.

He also urged
teachers to actively

hild

by Abdullah Khosa,
Deputy Commissioner
of Barkhan.

The initiative
sought to highlight the
importance of educa-
tion and raise public
awareness about en- Monitoring Officer.
m]lmg more children Representatives of the
in institu- B i i
tions.

The rally started
from the district head-
quarters and was at-

Hussain Bhangar, As-
sistant Commissioner;
Tariq  Mahmood,
DDO; and
Muhammad Naseem
Khetran,  District

along with
the principal of Model
High School Barkhan
and other officials,

ward education and
raise  awareness
among parents about

tended by officials teachers, the importance of
from the district ad- and students also schooling.
ministration, officers participated. At the end of the

of the education de-
partment, teachers,
and a large number of

Speakers at the
event emphasized that
education is a funda-

rally, participants reaf-
firmed their com
ment to continue joint

students. mental right of every efforts to make the
Participants car- child and that the school enrollment
ried banners and plac- progress and prosper- campaign successful

and ensure that maxi-
mum children across

ards displaying slo-
gans emphasizing the

ity of any society de-
pend on the promotion
importance of educa- of education. the districtare enrolled
tion and the need for They stated that in schools.

Sindh—Balochistan Bus Transport
Union Ends Two-Week Protest
After Successful Talks in Gwadar

GWADAR: The Sindh tives for negotiations cerns and taking steps
Balochistan Bus Trans- and conveyed their con- toward their resolution.
port Union has an- cerns to the provincial he union also
nounced the end of its government. After a se- apologized to passen-
two-week protest fol- ries of meetings and dis- gers for the inconve-
lowing successful nego- cussions,  positive nience caused by the
tiations facilitated by progress was made to- strike and assured full
Nakeebullah Kakar, ward resolving the is- cooperation with the ad-
Deputy Commissioner sues raised by the trans- ministration during the
of Gwadar, and the dis- porters. upcoming influx of pil-
trict administration. Following these de- grims for the religious
According to the velopments, the union festival at Koh-e-Murad
union, the protest began ~ decided to call off the Shrine.
on February 18, 2026, strike that had contin- Union representa-
whcnlransponcrnclup ued for nearly two tives expressed hope
a protest camp within weeks. The Sindh that the issues of trans-
the limits of Hub District Balochistan Bus Trans- porters will continue to
to present their concerns  port Union expressed be addressed ona prior-

and issues to the Gov- gratitude to the Gwadar ity basis in the future so
cmmcm of Balochistan.  District Administration, that transport services
response, particularlyNakeebullah  for the public can op:

Nakeebullah Kakar in-
vited union representa-

Excise Department Destroys Poppy
Crop on 200 Acres in Major
Anti-Narcotics Operation in Chagai

CHAGAL: Ina major Customs. ken to prevent the land
crackdown against il- During the opera- from being used again
legal narcotics cultiva- tion, security person- for illegal narcotics
tion, the Excise and nel cultivation in the fu-
Taxation Department cordoned off the ture.

Balochistan destroyed area and used heavy Authorities added
poppy (opium) crops machinery to destroy that the operation is
spread over approxi- the large-scale illegal part of the ongoing

akar, for listening to
the transporters’ con-

ate smoothly without in-
terruption.

=

mately 200 acres in poppy cultivation. Au- government campaign
the Kardo area of thorities also dis- againstillegal drug cul-
Chagai District. mantled resources be- tivation and smuggling

According to offi-
cials, the operation
was conducted with
the support of several
law-enforcement
agencies, including the
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) and Pakistan

Ramadan Sasta Bazaar
Established in Naseerabad to
Provide Relief to Citizens

NASEERABAD: Onthe including vegetables,
directives of Mir Sarfraz meat, fruits, sugar, ghee,
Bugti, ChiefMinister of pulses, desi ghee,
Balochistan, measures honey, and other daily-
are being taken across use items. He also re-
the district to provide ceived adetailed briefing
relief to the public dur- on the subsidies being
ing the holy month of provided to the public.
Ramadan, In this regard, The necessary ar-
a Sasta Bazaar (subsi- rangements for the mar-
dized market) has been ket were made
set ur in Dera Murad Saleem Khan Domki,
Jamali through the ef-  Chief Officer of the Mu-
forts of Zulfigar Ali nicipal Committee Dera
Karrar, Deputy Commis-  Murad Jam: large
sioner of Naseerabad number of citizens were
District. present at the market to
Bahadur  Khan purchase sugar and
Khosa, Assistant Com- ~other essential items and
missioner of Dera Murad appreciated the
Jamali, visited the Sasta  government’s initiative.
Bazadrandrcwcwcdthc Meanwhile,
availability and prices of Ubaidullah Pindrani,
essential commodities Deputy Director of the

ingused for the unlaw-
ful farming activity.
Officials stated
that solar tube well
systems installed for
irrigating the land
were also destroyed,
with solar panels bro-

in the region. Further
operations are ex-
pected to continue as
part of the anti-nar-
cotics drive, while ad-
ditional investigalions
related to the case are
also underway.

Market Committee, su-

pervised the sale of veg-

etables and fruits at sub-

sidized stalls estab-

lished on the instruc-

tions of Mir Bilal Sadiq
jmrani,

Chairman of the
Market Committee, to
ensure that udlllyll(:m:
are pmwdcg to the pub-
lic at affordable prices.

n the occasion,
rcprcscnlduvcs of trad”
ers’ organizations were
also present, including
Taj Baloch, President of
the Traders Associa-
tion, and Khan Jan
Bangalzai, President of
the Shopkeepers Asso-
ciation, along with other
members of trade
unions.
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PM tells ministers to prepare strategy for conserving petroleum products,
ensuring uninterrupted supply

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Saturday directed the
finance and petroleum
ministers to visit the
provinces and prepare a
strategy in coordination
with the provincial gov-
ernments for the conser-
vation of petroleum
products and their unin-
terrupted supply to the
peaple.

The directives
come a day after the gov-
ernment announced a
Rs55 per litre increase in
petrol and high-speed
diesel prices, mere hours
after PM Shehbaz and
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
assured the nation that
petroleum reserves were
sufficient and the situa-
tion remained under con-

rected that a strategy
emphasising austerity
and savings be formu-
lated in view of the cur-
rent global economic
pressure caused by the
tensions in the region.
He directed that action-
able proposals on this
matter be given within
the next 48 hours.

He emphasised that
the strategy should not
only minimise the burden
on the public but also
prioritise public relief.

Meanwhile, PM
Shehbaz was also given
a briefing by a commit-
tee he formed to review
the global economic im-
pact of the recent ten-
sions in the region.

The statement said
that the premier was in-
formed that the increase
inthe price of petroleum
products was done on
the suggestions of the
committee, adding that
the minimum possible
burden of the global
hike in prices was trans-
ferred to the consumers.

It further said that
the prime minister di-
rected the committee
members to work ac-
tively and present prac-
tical suggestions for
casing the burden on the
people as soon as pos-

trol.

The fresh instruc-
tions by the premier
came during a meeting
chaired by him to review
the country’s economic
situation, according to a
statement by the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO).

During the meeting,
a briefing was given on
the current global situa-
tion and the economic
impacts on the region.

According to the
PMO, the premier di-

mation Minister
Attaullah Tarar urged
the public not to “pay
attention to specula-
tions and rumours”.
Tarar recalled that
Deputy PM Ishaq Dar,
Aurangzeb and Petro-
leum Minister Ali Pervaiz
Malik had held a press
conference on Friday
night regarding the hike
in petrol prices due to

c.
He also directed
that any petrol pump or
company found in-
volved in creating artifi-
cial shortages o hoard-
ing should be closed im-
mediately, its license
should be revoked and
legal action should be
taken against it.

Taking to the social
media platform X, Infor-

people were not ex-
ploited.

“The prime minister
has directed that there

will be no leniency for
those involved in ex-
ploiting the public, and
the licenses of those
violating the orders will
be cancelled,” he said.

Official explains
process of determining
fuel p

Sepamtely Adviser
to Finance Minister
Khurram Schehzad, in a
post on X, outlined how
fuel prices are deter-
mined “so the process
can be better under-
stood”.

“Fuel prices are de-
termined using the aver-
age Platts benchmark
prices of petrol and die-
sel during the pricing
period, along with ex-
change rate adjust-
ments. The price is not

tensions)”.

“This means com-
panies are continuously
selling fuel while simul-
taneously buying new
cargo at prevailing inter-
national prices to replen-
ish the same inventory,”
he sai

“So, when a litre of
fuel is sold today, it must
be replaced with a litre
purchased at current in-
ternational prices to
keep the reserve at re-
quired levels.”

“What people de-
scribe as an ‘inventory
gain’ disappears be-
cause the stock is being
replenished with more
expensive molecules. In
fact, the opposite situa-
tion happens quite often.
When international
prices fall, companies
are forced to sell inven-
tory purchased at higher
prices at lower regulated

the global situation. premier had given 48 based on the cost of a prices, resulting in sig-
“The government of hours for the formula- particular shipment pur- nificant  inventory
Pakistan and the con- tion of a strategy for chased weeks earlier,” losses,” he said.

He further sai
“Sometimes the adjust-
ment maylook like a tem-
porary gain, but very of-
ten it results in losses
when international

“maintain around 20 prices decline. It isnot a
days of mandatory stock windfall profit from
(and recently even ‘cheap oil bought ear-
higher due to regional lier”

he said.

He said that at the
same time, oil companics
were legaily required by
the Oil and Gas Regula-
tory Authority (Ogra) to

cerned ministries will
continue to release accu-
rate and verified informa-
tion from time to time,”
he said, adding that
other countries were
also facing a similar situ-
ation.

The information
minister said that the

austerity in government
affairs. He also said that
the premier had tasked
the finance and petro-
leum ministers to meet
the chief ministers of the
four provinces and dis-
cuss measures against
hoarding and their imple-
mentation so that the

Fuel price hike deepens household anxiety

NEWS DESK: Thelat- begun showing signs of
est increase in petro- easing after months of
leum prices has once tight monetary policies
again placed Pakistani and government efforts

budgets un- prices, the ex-
der pressure, highlight-  ternal shock has again
ing the fragile nature of raised fears about rising
economic stability in a transportation costs,
country that relies higher food prices and
heavily on imported fuel  increasing electricity
and gas. bills.

Petrol is now priced "We now largely
at Rs321.17/litre and feel that we might not be
high-speed diesel at able to come out of this
Rs335.86litre. The ad- vicious circle," said
justment follows a sharp  Muhammad Irfan, owner
Tise in international oil ofa small grocery shop.
prices triggered by the He said fuel prices had
United States and remained relatively
Israels llegitimate attack ~ stable even though they
on Iran. For many Paki- were near historic highs,
stanis, the development  but the stability helped
has revived a familiar shopkeepers manage
sense of uncertainty. prices of other essential
Just when inflation had = commodities. "The latest

increase in fuel prices
will ripple through the
entire supply chain as
whenever petrol goes
up, everything else fol-
lows. The wholesalers
increase their rates,
transporters charge
more, and then custom-
ers argue with us for
higher prices. It becomes
difficult for everyone,”
he added.

Many middle
come Pakistanis believe
the timing of the hike is
particularly difficult as
the country is currently
observing the holy
month of Ramazan.

The festive season
will soon follow with Eid
for Muslims and Easter
for the Christian commu-
nity. "People were hop-

ing this Eid would be a
little casicr afier a tough

ar.

Now I fear prices of
flour, vegetables and
meat will rise again,"
said Bilal Ahmed, a ride-
hailing driver. "Even
buying clothes for chil-
dren becomes a calcula-
tion."

He said the fuel
price adjustment directly
affects his daily earn-
ings. "I work nearly
twelve hours a day, but
every time petrol be-
comés expensive my in-
come shrinks," he said.
"Customers are reluc-
tant to pay higher fares
while ridé-hailing com-
panies hesitate to in-
crease fares for fear of
losing customers. "But
we cannot run our cars
without fuel," he said.

Blue-collar workers
are feeling the pressure
even more intensely.
Sajid Mehmood, a con-
struction labourer who
commutes daily from the
outskirts of the city, said
higher diesel prices will
quickly raise transport
fares. "My wage has not
increased in months, but
the bus fare keeps ris-
ing," he said. "By the
end of the month there
is almost nothing left."

"The worst part is
that we do not know if
the fares will come down
evenifthe fuel price hike
reverses," he said.

geopolitical concerns

NEWS DESK: The Pa- -

kistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) experienced an
unprecedented decline
during the outgoing
week amid geopolitical
tensions following the
outbreak of conflict in
the Middle East and bor-
der disputes along the
western front.

On the first day of
trading on Monday the
benchmark KSE-100 in-
dex suffered a historic
decline, wiping out over
16,089 points or 9.57 per
centin a single session,
causing equity inves-
tors to lose Rs1.7 trillion
as overwhelmed and
panicked investors hur-
ried to exit the market
amid fears of a pro-
longed war in the Gulf.

Although bargain-
hunting on Tuesday and
Thursday triggered a
partial rebound, senti-
ment remained fragile.
Investors were also un-
settled by heightened
security concerns fol-
lowing Pakistan’s retal-
iatory airstrikes targ
ing ferrorist camps i
side Afghanistan.

e US-Israel
nexus’s illegal war
against Iran has caused
significant instability in
the Middle East, impact-
ing the global economy.
This unrest led to disrup-
tions in oil supplies as
major shipping compa-
nies halted operations to
and from the Gulf, caus-

added $15.7m and
$14.3m, respectively.

On the macroeco-
nomic front, inflation
rose to 6.98pc year-on-
yearin February, wplr from
5 8pc in January, marking
the highest lével since
October 2024.

Arif Habib Ltd
(AHL) noted that ex-
ports in February stood

t $2.3bn, down Spc
year-on-year, while im-
ports were recorded at
$5.3bn, down 1.6pc. The
resulting trade gap
stood at around $3bn.
Meanwhile, Pakistan’s
trade deficit widened to
$2.98 billion in February,
increasing 8pc month-
on-month and 25pc year-
on-year.

Topline Securities Ltd,
the week’s decline re-
flected investors’ efforts
to reduce exposure amid
‘mounting risks to global
energy supply chains
and regional stability.
Foreign investors
remained net sellers dur-
ing the week. Foreign
corporates offloa-ded
equities worth $25.5 mil-
llon while mutual funds
alsorecorded significant
selling of about $54.5m
due to redemption
pressure.In contrast, do-
mestic institutions pro-
vided some support to
the market. Banks pur-
chased equities worth
$36m during the week,
while insurance compa-
nies and local corporates

ing energy prices to rise
and prompting the gov-
ernment to adopt contin-
gencymeasures, includ-
ing weekly reviews of
petroleum prices to pass.
on the increased costs
to consumers and
Covid-like measures
such as working from
home, switching to
online classes to con-
serve oil stocks.

Index slips to
157,496 on panic-selling

As aresult, extend-
ing the losses for the
sixth straight week, the
benchmark KSE-100 in-
dex recorded a steep de-
cline of 6.3 per cent, or
10,566 points, closing at
157,496 points.

According

to

Stocks nosedive 6.3pc in jittery week on | End to war risk cover unlikely to hurt local insurers

Industry questions fuel price surge
despite ‘old stocks’

while ordinary citizens
were highly concerned
about the ripple effects
ofthis oil price hike.

“The casiest way to
extract money is to bomb
the common citizens and
destroy the already ail-
ing economy,” said
Syed Shakil, a textile in-
dustry worker.

He said the textile
industry was facing
tough times and could
face the most difficult
times in the wake of the
Middle East war.

Industry people
were looking at several
major impacts as a result
of this war: unexpected
high inflation, increases
in interest rates, a larger
fiscal gap, a wider cur-

rent account deficit, im-
balances in the ex-
change rate, and higher
federal government
debts to deal with rising
spending in the wake of
inflation spikes.

“We are already
working at the lowest
profits for our products.
If the inflation hits as it
looks imminent, we will
not be able to produce
cheaper products and
compete in the interna-
tional market,” said Amir
Aziz, an exporter of tex-
tile pmducls to EU coun-
tries.

He said there was
no hindrance for exports
to Europe, but shipping
companies had already
increased costs, which

NEWS DESK: : Though
Pakistan is not part of
the ongoing conflict in
the Middle East, it is the
first victim in the region
as the government raised
ail prices while the high-
cost oil is still at sea; the
28-day stocks are being
sold at prices yet to
reach consumers.

India kept petrol and
diesel prices stable de-
spite global price spikes,
but LPG prices were in-
creased. The Indian
government has so far
managed high import
costs for crude.

Trade and business
people were disap-
pointed with the sudden
Jjump in oil and diesel
prices by Rs55 per litre,

meant our next consign-
ments would be more
expensive.

He added that buy-
ers had to pay shipping
charges, which meant
that they would demand
even lower prices for our
products.

Inflation risks

Similarly, financial
sector experts fear that
high inflation could es-
calate  government
spending, requiring
more money and seri-
ously distorting fiscal
gap targets for FY26.

The government
has been borrowing
heavily from banks this
year compared to last
year, according to the
latest State Bank data.

NEWS DESK: The can-
cellation of war-risk cov-
erage for ships by for-
eign insurance compa-
nies in the Gulfregion is
expected to have only a
“limited direct financial
impact” on insurance
companies in the coun-
try, according to experts
in business and indus-

However, it may
create operational and
business challenges for
the marine insurance
sector, they said.

Industry sources
indicate that at a time
when reinsurers and
retakaful operators are
dictating terms, local in-
surers are required to
comply with these con-
ditions under reinsur-
ance treaties signed by

[ —
longer period, itis likely
to have an adverse cf-
fect.

insurers maintain ad-
equate solvency levels.
If the conflict pro-
longs, the government
may consider policy
support mechanisms to
safeguard maritime
trade. In several coun-
tries, governments have
intervened during geo-
political crises by estab-
lishing sovereign war-
risk insurance guaran-
tees or maritime insur-
ance pools, he said.
Pakistan could ex-
plore similar mecha-

availability of coverage
rather than large claim
payouts, he said.

The duration of
cancellation remains un-
certain. War-risk cover-
age may be reinstated
within days or weeks if
tensions ease, but if the
conflict persists, the
suspension could con-
tinue for an extended
period. Pakistani insur-
ance companies largely
rely on international re-
insurance and retakaful
providers based in ma-

Premium volumes
could decline
dras--tically due (0 re-
duced shipping activity
and resricted coverage,
while the possibility of
claims wouldstill persist.
This imbalance between
declining premium in-
flows and the continued
risk of claims could place
significant pressure on
ins-urers operating in
the marine ins—-urance

m.

The Insurance As-
sociation of Pak-is-t--an
(IAP) is expected to play
a coordinating role in
tackling the situation.
The association gener-
ally works closely with
the Securities and Ex-

change Com-mission of nisms bysettingupare- segment,  Saquib jor global insurance like
Pakistan (SECP) tomoni-  insurance company that - Zeeshan added. London, Europe and
tor industry exposure, could provide tempo- Transferringrisk  parts of Asia. Following

Most marine risks,
including war risks, are

the escalation of geopo-
litical tensions in the re-

engage with interna-

rary support for essen-
tional reinsurers, and

tial maritime trade and

ensure financial stability energy shipments, largelytransferredtoin- gion, most reinsurers
within the sector. Raza sug- ional reinsurers have issued notices in-
ohammad Raza, gested. and retakaful operators. voking the Ins--titute

War  Cancellation
Clause for cargo.
According to in-
dustry sources, both
convéntional ~ and
takaful insurers in Paki-
stan have received for-
mal cancellation noticy

Non-Life Com-mit-tee
and Property Committee
member of IAP, said
consultations were un-
derway to reassess un-
derwriting policies, re-
view reinsurance ar-
rangements, and ensure

Saquib Zeeshan,
the CEO of Pak-Qatar
General Takaful, said the
impact of war risk can-
cellation for vessels may
remain limited. Ifthe situ-
ation, however, contin-
ues to escalate over a

Pakistani insurers typi-
callyretain only a small
portion of the risk while
ceding the majority to
global markets.
Asaresult, the with-
drawal of war-risk cov-
erage results in reduced
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‘Whole country will stop’ as India dreams of home World Cup glory

NEWS DESK: Tens of
thousands of Indian
cricket fans crowded the
T20 World Cup final sta-
dium on Sunday, and mil-
lions more were glued to
their televisions, desper-
ate to witness a historic
home triumph.

India face New
Zealand in Ahmedabad
as they attempt to be-
come the first team to re-
tain the trophy, the first
to win it on home soil
and the first to claim a
third world T20 crown.

Cricket’s T20 show-
piece, amonth-long tour-
nament of 55 matches
featuring 20 teams, con-
cludes on Sunday
evening at the 130,000~
seat Narendra Modi Sta-
dium, the world’s largest
cricket venue.

Diehard supporters
arrived from across the
country, many clad in
Indian colours and wav-
ing the tricolour flag as
the match began.

Anil, a wedding
photographer, travelled
1,200 kilometres (745
mllca) by train from the
southern city of
Hyderabad with his dian jerseys, lined the
brother, dreaming they ~pavement from the near-
would see their team tri-  est metro rail station to
umph. the stadium — painting

“Thope India wi the entire kilometre-long
said the 18-year-old who stretch blue.
gucs by only his first “We want to just

win this World Cup for
the third time,” said
Sachin Verma, 32, a

Hundrcds of ven-
dors, all dressed in In-

live music entertained
the vast crowds before
the match.

banker from Lucknow.

“Home crowd be-
hind us®

Businessman
Yogen Vohra, from
Mumbai, turned up with
a large group of his
friends.

Vohra, 45.
India, the world’s
top-ranked T20 team,
knocked out England in
a nerve-shredding semi-
final in Mumbai.
The match drew 619
million views on stre:
ing platform JioHot:
according to the com:

“For us, India are
the favourites,” said

Grammy-winning
singer Ricky Martin also
performed. “Sport and
music have a unique way
of bringing people to-
gether,” Martin said, in
a statement ahead of the
match, saying it was a

“celebration of that
shared passion”.

Also on stage were
Indian musicians, includ-
ing Gujarati singer
Falguni Pathak and
Bhangra star Sukhbir.

Rashid Khan, from
Uttar Pradesh state, said
he believed “the whole
country will stop to
watch” Sunday’s block-
buster. “India has been
playing fearless cricket
1n this tournament,” the
52-year-old said.

“If our top order
fires, [ don’t see anyone
stopping us. New
Zealand are always dan-
gerous in knockouts,
but with the home crowd
behind us, I'm confident
India will lift the trophy.”
Indian student Mitelesh
Guglia, 21, said he was
backing his home team
— but offered praise to
their rivals.

“New Zealand...
they are always fierce on
the field, but still main-
tain their ;ponsman;hlp
in them,” he said. “I
think lhcy play with
great spirit.”

pany, including a 65 mil-
lion peak at the same
time. International
Cricket Council chair-
man Jay Shah said it
“shattered the world
record for digital
viewership”.

India, the world’s
most populous country

with 1.4 billion people, is
the epicentre of the T20
game through the lucra-
tive Indian Premier
League. In the capital,
New Delhi, government
civil servant Dilip
Vaishnav was hoping
Indian pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah would

weave his magic again
with the ball, as he did
against England.

“The team looks in
great shape and great
spirits. Bumrah, as ever,
is the silent guardian of
the team,” the 37-year-

old said. Dozens of
Bollywood dancers and

Ticket prices, hotel tariffs

NEWS DESK: Ticket
prices for Sunday’s T20
World Cup final be-
tween India and New
Zealand have soared on
the black market, with value as supporters
fans shelling out more scrambled for a seat to
than 15 times the origi- witness India’s bid for
nal rate as demand over-  back-to-back titles at the
whelmed supply ahead world’s largest cricket
of the title clash at stadium.
Ahmedabad. “T've paid 35,000 ru-
Official tickets, pees for a 3,000-rupee
starting at 2,000 Indian  ticket because I couldn’t
rupees, sold out within ~get through the waiting
minutes on list,” saida businessman
BookMyShow, prompt- from Mumbai requesting
ing thousands of fans anonymity.
turning to unofficial “There are specific
routes. Some tickets WhatsApp groups for
with a face value of 3,500  reselling tickets. You
rupees were selling at only get added if you're
54,000 when Reuters serious, and it works
checked on the eve of strictly on ddvﬂncc pay-

the match.

re-
ale market, pushing
prices far beyond face

in Ahmedabad skyrocket

Association (GCA) said
it had no knowledge of
what was going on out-

ment so buyers don’t
back out.”
‘Ahmedabad police

arrested a youth for re-  side.
selling tickets at an in- “Bookings happen
flated rate, local media only through the

reported.

“The situation is not
new to us. We paid exor-
bitant prices even during
the 2023 ODI World
Cup,” said a Delhi resi-
dent.

Price has also bal-
looned on online resale
platforms of tickets
startingat 11,000 rupees.
The price hikes have be-
come a nightmare for the
fans who cannot afford
inflated rates and risk
becoming prey for

BookMyShow app. The
cricket association does
not sell any physical
tickets,” GCA secretary
Anil Patel told Reuters
by telephone.

The International
Cricket Council did not
respond to Reuters’ re-
quest for comment.

Ahmedabad’s hotel
prices have also sky-
rocketed at least 10 times
to cash in on the cricket
hysteria.

Properties near the
venue were fully booked
despite the price hike.

Budget  hotels
along the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad highway
and  in  nearby
Gandhinagar, which
usually charge 4,000 ru-
pees per night, were de-
manding rates 0f 40,000.

“This is our peak
time to earn profits as a
large number of people
come to watch the
match,” a local hotel
owner said.

Another  hotel
owner said the rush
would have been a lot
less had India not quali-
fied for the final.

Tottenham relegation fears deepen with home
loss to Crystal Palace

NEWS DESK: The spec-
tre of Premier League rel-
egation loo-m--ed ever
larger for Tott-enham
Hotspur on Thursday af-
ter a 3-1 home defeat by
Cry-stal Palace left them
teetering just above the
drop zone.

When striker
Dominic Sola-nke gave
16th-placed Totten-ham
the lead against the run
of play in the 34th
minute, a first league win
in 2026 looked on the
cards for the hosts.

But they collapsed
in shambolic fashion be-
fore the interval with
Palace replying three
times to stun the hosts
after Tottenham de-
fender Micky van de
Ven was sent off.

‘an de Ven hauled
back Ismaila Sarr in the
area toreceive ared card
before Sarr coolly slot-
ted home the resulting
penalty,  sending
Gugli-elmo Vicario the
wrong way.

Adam  Wharton
then played in Jorgen
Strand Larsen to slot a
low shot past Vicario in
the first minute of stop-
page time and provided
another classy assist for
Sarr to make it 3-1.

Sarr also had a goal
ruled out for a marginal
offside shortly before
Solanke’s opener.

Ten-man Tottenham
battled after the break in
a subdued atmosphere
and emptying stadium

bul could not prevent a
fifth successive league
defeat which extended
their winless league run
to 11, their worst for 50
years.

They have 29
points from 29 games,
one  more  than
Nottingham Forest and

est Ham United.
Palace’s victory lifted
theminto 13th place with
38 points.

Tottenham have
been ever-present in the
Premier League and were
last relegated from the
top flight in 1977, but
interim manager Igor Tu-
dor must turn things
around quickly if they
are to stay above the
trap door.

Despite another
blow, he remained rela-
mclyupbca

“It was two games,
after the red card it was

L’»‘—HIE
R

a dlffcrcm came. The
second half we tried and

saw interesting
things,” Tudor told TNT
Spo-rt After this
game [ believe more than
before, maybe that
sounds strange but
saw something in the
team, I saw some good
energy and passion and
Soht?

mddC asurprise appoml-
ment.

is record now
stands at three defeats
from three games though
and Totte-nham’s next
league match is away at

l

AtlehcoMadnd

Tottenham finished
17th last season but won
the Europa League and
while they are still in
Europe, the priority is
top flight survival with
a BBC report estimating
that relegation could
cost the club 260 million
pounds ($347 million).

Asked if the pres-
sure was causing the
sort of bad decision-
making which saw Van
de Ven dismissed, Tudor
said bluntly: “We need

Tottenham quali-
fied for the last-16 of the
Champions Lea
impressive fashion but
have not won in the Pre-
mier League since beat-
ing Crystal Palace on
Dec. 28 and their home
he joint-worst

record i
in the division along
with Burnley.

Croatian Tudor was
hired after the sacking of
Thomas Frank last

month — his reputation

as a man for a crisis pre-
sumably why the club

to stop with speaking
about pressure.”

Russia win first Paralympic medals in 12 years

NEWS DESK: Russia happy because it’s the “In Beijing we were The 28-year-old
won its first Winter first medal for me.” there,” the Paralympics added: “It’s nice when
Paralympic medals since Russia was banned  debutant said. *I had you’re not deprived of
2014 on Saturday as fromthe 2018 Gamesdue third trainingin downhill anything, not restricted,
Varvara Voronchikhina to a doping scandal, al- and after we (had to) go not forced to not reveal
and Aleksei Bugaev though some athletes back home. “For me it yourself, like it was in
claimed bronze in the were permitted to com-  wasreally, reallysadand Korea (2018) for ex-
women’s and men’s pete under neutral TIhope in these GamesI ample, when they com-

downhill  standing colours. will be better and it will - bined the two colours of
events in Cortina. Russia and Belarus  be.” our flag.

Despite Russia’s were then banned from Later on Saturday, “We’re just happy
ongoing war with the 2022 Paralympics three-time gold medallist thatwe can compete here

Ukraine, the Interna-
tional Paralympic Com-
mittee (IPC) has allowed
six Russian athletes and
four from their allies
Belarus to represent
their countries, accom-
panied by their national
flags, rather than com-
peting as neutrals.

The move sparked
abacklash with Friday’s
opening ceremony be-
ing boycotted by seven
countries, including
Ukraine, and the Rus-
sian delegation was
booed by some specta-
tors in the Verona Arena
during the athletes pa-
rade.

Speaking after win-
ning her nation’s first
medal since the 2014
(‘ames in Sochi, 23-year-

Voronchikhina said:
“Forus it's beena really
long time when we were
without a flag, “I'm re-
ally glad and all my coun-
try and all my team-
mates also. I'm very

Russell takes pop at rlval Norris over
'worst F1 cars

following the invasion
of Ukraine, although
they were permitted to
compete as neutral ath-
letes in the Paris Summer
Paralympics two years

Bugaev picked up the
eighth medal of his
Paralympic career as he
finished third in the
men’s downhill stand-
ing.

“It was a difficult
medal, Iwould say, even
one of the most difficult
of my career,” he said.
“But I am very happy
that I can represent my
country again.”

on equal terms. And
even more so to bring
home a medal sothat the
flag can fly.”

Both Voronchikhina
and Bugaev received a
polite smattering of ap-
plause from the crowd at
the bottom of the Olym-
pia delle Tofane piste as
their medals were placed
around their necks dur-
ing the ceremonies.

“Voronchikhina said
that four years ago in
Beijing, she was ready
to compete before Rus-
sia was suspended by
the IPC.

NEWS DESK:
George Russell said
Sunday that fellow
Briton Lando Norris
would not be com-
plaining ifhe was win-
ning after the world
champion lashed out at
new rules that have
shaken up Formula
One.

McLaren's Norris
launched a scathing
attack on changes to
engine and chassis
regulations after quali-
fying at the Australian
Grand Prix, declaring
they "suck" and the
2026 cars are the
"worst" in history.

The shake-up has
seen the engine power
units switch to 50 per-
cent battery, which
drains and needs re-
charging by braking or
by lifting off the
throttle.

abetter job than them.
"That's just how
the game goes."
Russell added that
drivers need to give
the new regulations
more time before
casting judgement.
"Everyone's very
quick to criticise thing

work." While Norris
has been critical,
Mercedes' Russell
has been a cheer-
leader.

After winning the
Australian Grand Prix
on Sunday, Russell
was asked if he saw

"We've  come hisrival'scomments as
from the best cars ever "sour grapes" because
made in Formula One, McLaren were not as
and the nicest to drive, competitive so far this
to probably the worst.
1t sucks,” Norris told
reporters at the sea-
son-opener in
Melbourne.

"Everyone knows
what the issues are.
It's just the fact the
engine is a 50-50 split
and it just doesn't

bad back and the driv-
ers were complaining
about that and the
McLaren drivers said
they had no porpoising,
even though we
watched their car and
they were porpoising.

"So everyone is
always looking to L
themselves and we you need to give it a
are all selfish in this shot," he said.
regard. "The truth is No: came fifth
last year we had the to start his campaign,
same engine as them more than 51 seconds
and McLaren did a behind winner Russell.
better job than us and McLaren team-
they beat us. Now mate Oscar Piastri
McLaren have got the crashed out on a re-
same engine as us, the connaissance lap be-
same as Williams and fore the grand prix
the same as Alpine, even started and took
and so far we've done no further part.

ar.

"Ifhe was winning
1 don't think he'd be
saying the same," said
Russell.

"We weren't
happy with how stiff
the cars were last year
and the porpoising.

"Everyone had a
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Aurat March activists detained by
police in Islamabad ahead of
International Women’s Day rally

NEWS DESK: Several some other women went  sible for the police ac-
‘women’s rights activ- to the Women Police tion.
ists, including Aurat Station to meet the ar- In a statement,
March members, were rested marchers, but Aurat March Islamabad
detained by police in they had also been de- said: “We strongly con-
Islamabad ahead of a tained. demn the arrests of
rally they planned to “They have been Aurat March partici-
hold on the occasion of told to sit in another pants and organisers
International Women’s lockup and are not be- who were peacefully ex-
Day on Sunday. mgallowed tocome out- ercising their right to
Police sources told  side,” Ghouri said. protest.
Dawn that they were de- Replymgloaques- “The detention of
tained near Super Mar- tion, he said that the those who even went to
ket in Sector F-6. They marchers had gathered the police station to seek
had planned to reach the near Super Market and the release of their com-
National Press Club, but  had no intention to head rades is deeply unjust
ahuge contingent of po- towards D-Chowk. He and unacceptable.”
lice was already present  also alleged that march- Demanding the im-
there, which arrested the  ers were manhandled by -mediate release of those
marchers and took them  police. Aurat March arrested, Aurat March
to Women Police Sta- Islamabad alsoshareda said, “For everyone’s
tion. video on their official safety, we request all
Those detained in- Instagram account, participants to please
clude prominent activist showing Bari and other disperse and return
Dr Farzana Bari, along women sitting inside home to avoid further
with other Aurat March what appeared to be a arrests.”
organisers and partici- police vehicle. The organisation
pants, police sources Accordingto police added that its members
confirmed. sources, the district ad-  were working to secure
They added that the ministration had denied ~the release of “our de-
activists were pickedup a no-objection certifi- tained comrades and will
as Section 144 of the cate (NOC) to Aurat challenge this injustice
timinal Procedure Code  March, so the gathering through all available
(CrPC) remained im- was an “illegal activity”. means”.
posed in the federal capi- Police  sources PPP’s  Human
tal. Section 144 of the added that the Lal Rights Cellalsostrongly
CrPCis alegal provision Masjid management had ~condemned the registra-
that empowers district also vowed to stop the tion of police cases
administrations to pro- march, creating arisk of against the Aurat March
hibitan assemblyof four a possible clash, so it leadership, terming the
or more people inanarea  was more appropriate to - state’s high-handed-
for alimited period. arrest the activists to ness a direct assault on
Civil society activ- avoid a law and order the constitutional right
ist Tariq Mehmood situation. ‘Worrying to peaceful assembly.
Ghouri told Dawn that, sign for country’s demo- Ghouri, also the
as per the information cratic fabric’ Participants PPP cell’s information
gathered so far, more ofthe march condemned secretary, expressed
than 25 men and women the arrests, stating that deep concern over the
were arrested. detaining women on In- ““draconian tactics” em-
He said that the ternational Women’s ployed by the Islamabad
wife of Human Rights Day was highly regret- adminisiration to stifle
Commission of Pakistan table. They demanded the voices of women and
(HRCP) Secretary Gen- immediate  action marginalised communi-
eral Haris Khaliq and against those respon- ties.

Police register FIR after 15-year-old
allegedly sexually assaulted
in Mandi Bahauddin hospital

NEWS DESK: that the victim went to “Raids are being
Punjab Police on Sun-  the hospital with her conducted to appre-
day registered a first aunt and uncle. “She hend the fleeing sus-
information report excused herself to go pects, and efforts to
(FIR) after a 15-year- to the toilet, but when identify the other two
old girl was allegedly she didn’t return for a individuals are ongo-
sexually assaulted ina long time, her aunt ing,” he added.
hospital near the grew concerned,” the Inspector Aslam
district’s King Chowk, mother stated in the also said that all three
officials said. FIR. suspects would be ar-
Per officials, the “The aunt and rested soon.
incident allegedly oc- uncle went to look for According to a
curredinaprivate hos- the girl and heard report by Sahil, a non-
pital when the victim somecone crying ina governmental
went there to collect room. Upon opening organisation working
medicines. She was the door, they wit- for children’s rights, in
reportedly taken to a nessed the suspect 2024, as manyas 3,364
room in the facility. assaulting the girl. child abuse cases
The Civil Lines The suspect fled  were reported from all
Police Station regis- upon seeing them,” it four provinces of the
tered an FIR on the added. country.
complaint of the The FIR further Of the total, 1828
victim’s mother said that the unidenti- cases were related to
against three individu- fied armed suspects, child sexual abuse,
als under Sections whostood guardatthe with both genders
376(3) (punishment entrance of the hospi- cqually victimised.
for rape of a minor) tals withweapons,also The geographical-di-
and 114 (abetment) of fled with the named vide statistics showed
the Pakistan Penal suspect in a vehicle.  that out of the total re-
Code. Inspector Sohail ported cases, 78pc
One of the sus- Aslam, in charge of cases were reported
pects was named in the Special Sexual from Punjab, 12pc
the FIR, while the Offences Investigation from Sindh, 4pc from
other two had been Unit (SSIOU), also Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
listed as unidentified confirmed the assault, 4pc from Islamabad
individuals, officials based on the prelimi- and 2pc cases from
said. nary medical report of Balochistan, AJK, and
The FIR stated the victim. GB.

583 Afghan Taliban killed as Pakistan continues strikes
under Operation Ghazab lil-Haq

NEWS DESK: Informa-
tion Minister Attaullah
Tarar said on Sunday
that 583 Afghan Taliban
operatives have been
killed and more than 795
injured during the ongo-
ing Operation Ghazab il-
Haq, launched in re-

sponse  to  wh
Islamabad described as

“unprovoked action”
from across the Afghan
border.

Operation Ghazab
lil-Haq was launched
last week following re-
newed clashes along the
Pakistan—Afghanistan
border, after Afghan
Taliban forces fired on
multiple locations,
prompting swift military
retaliation by Pakistan.

The neighbouring
countries have been en-
gaged in escalating hos-
tilities along the frontier
since then. The clashes
intensified after Afghani-
stan launched a border
offensive in response to
earlier Pakistani air
strikes targeting terror-
ists positions.

Providing a sum-
mary of the losses of the
Afghan Taliban regime
as of 4 pm on Sunday,
Tarar said security forces
had destroyed 242
checkposts and cap-
tured 38 others during
the operation.

“213 tanks,
armoured vehicles and
artillery guns have also
been destroyed during
the operation,” he said.

The minister added
that 64 locations across

Afghanistan had been
effectively targeted in
air strikes as part of the
campaign.

Separately, the Paki-
stan Army foiled an in-
filtration attempt along
the Pakistan—Afghani-
stan border near the
Chaman sector, security
sources said, as forces
continue operations to
protect the border fence
and prevent terrorist
crossings, state broad-
caster Radio Pakistan
reported.

According to secu-
ity officials, a group of
three to four terrorists at-
tempted to breach the

fence in the border area
adjacent to Chaman.
Troops  responded
swiftly and targeted the
group as they tried to
cut through the barrier.

During the opera-
tion, an exchange of fire
took place in which one
terrorist was killed, while
the remaining attackers
fled the area in a
wounded condition, the
sources said.

“The Army effec-
tively targeted the

hwarij attempting to

cut the fence,” the secu-
ity sources said.

Officials added that
four to five improvised

explosive devices (IEDs)
and fence-cutting equip-
ment were recovered
from the militants at the
site. The latest escala-
tion in tensions between
the two countries fol-
lows a series of tit-for-
tat actions over the past
year. Pakistan earlier
carried out air strikes tar-
geting camps of the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) and Islamic
State Khorasan Prov-
ince inside Afghanistan
after a wave of attacks
in Pakistan, including a
suicide bombing in
Islamabad.

Pakistani security

sources said more than
80 terrorists were killed
in those strikes. The
strikes prompted attacks
by Afghanistan along
the border, leading to
the breakout of the lat-
est round of open con-
flict. Islamabad has long
maintained that TTP
leaders operate from Af-
ghan territory, an allega-
tion that Kabul has re-
peatedly denied.
Tensions  also
surged after a series of
explosions in Kabul on
October 9 last year.
Taliban forces subse-
quently targeted areas
along Pakistan’s border.

Punjab government wakes up after POL hoarders make hay

NEWS DESK: Aday af-
ter the petroleum hoard-
ing mafia made millions,
the Punjab government
woke up to control this
‘menace.

Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz on Sat-
urday ordered a grand
crackdown on hoarders
and profiteers involved

Punjab Enforcement and
Regulatory Authority
(Pera) has been
mobilised across the
province. Authorities
have been instructed to
take strict action against
the elements, creating
artificial shortages in or-
der to carn illegal prof-
its,” a handout said.

Y

petroleum
products.

Several petrol pump
owners in Punjab had
closed down their out-
lets for hours ahead of
the PML-N
government’s  an-
nouncement of a mas-
sive increase of Rs35 per
litre in petrol and diesel
prices on Friday. The
Punjab government
seemed to be sleeping in
deep slumber by the time
these filling stations
‘made millions selling the
hoarded stock once the
new price was appli-
cable after midnight.

Panic buying of
petrol and other petro-

leum products has al- |

ready started in Punjab.
“On the directives
of the chief minister, the

Pera
check artificial ;lmrlage

According to the
directives, filling sta-
tions found involved in
hoarding or profiteering
will be sealed immedi-

ately and their licences
will be cancelled.

The CM directed
Pera to adopt a zero-tol-
erance policy against
hoarders and instructed
field officers to ensure
strict monitoring of
petrol pumps through-
out the province.

Meanwhile, the sur-
prise increase of Rs35 in
the petrol and diesel
prices has attracted se-
vere criticism from the
public at large across
Lahore metropolis and
other major and small cit-
ies and towns in Punjab.

On the other hand,
the massive increase in
petroleum products be-

cause of the US, Israel-
in war and subsequent
closure of the Strait of
Hormuz has given a
huge financial benefit
worth billions of rupees
to the owners of all
petrol pumps and oil
marketing companies
(OMCs) across the coun-
try. “The 20pc increase
in oil prices means a 20-
25pe rise in the prices of
d essential

mented a motorist while
waiting for his turn at a
fuel station in Johar
Town.

“I think the oil
prices will increase fur-
ther if the war prolongs,”
he warned, criticising the
government for burden-
ing the people through
such abrupt actions.

Talking to Dawn, a
motorcyclist at a pump
iticised

5

items, fares, material,
transportation etc. It
means everything will
now be procured with 20
to 25pc additional and
sudden burden,” com-

the government for the
*Eid gift” to the people of
Pakistan in the form of
increasing oil prices.

“Since a common
person is already being
hit by sky-rocketing
prices, such a big surge
in oil prices is a huge
surprise to the public at
large. We were expect-
ing some relief in the
ongoing holy month of
Ramazan. But the gov-
ernment, instead of do-
ing so, crushed all of
us,” the annoyed man
deplored. He urged
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to review the de-
cision and order to re-
verse oil prices as they
were on March 6.

US marine opened firein retallaton when people
stormed consulate in Karachl, JIT told

NEWS DESK: A Joint
Interrogation Team (JIT)
probing the facts and cir-
cumstances leading to
the March 1 violence
was informed that “one
'US marine” stationed at
the American mission in
Karachi resorted to fir-
ing in “retaliation” when
protesters stormed the
consulate building after
breaching security, it
emerged on Saturday.

The JIT was also
told that Sindh police
personnel deployed at
US consulate fired 30
shots into the air to stop
the mob from storming
the complex.

As many as 12
people were killed and 49
others, including seven

incident and identify
any lapses in security
protocols, procedural
compliance or command

bullet wounds during
the violent protest near
the  US consulate
against the assassina-
tion of Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei in coordi-
nated US-Israel strikes
on Tehran.

Only a couple of
days ago, two unnamed
US officials told Reuters
that American Marines
opened fire on demon-
strators during the
storming of the Karachi
consulate, but “it was
unclear whether rounds
fired by Marines struck
orkilled anyone”.

After the violent
episode, the Sindh gov-
ernment constituted a
six-member JIT to ascer-
tain the facts and circum-
stances surrounding the

However, its terms
of reference are silent
about fixing responsibil-
ity of the killings. The

police, on their part, reg-
istered three terrorism,
murder and

Dawn that the JIT was
informed that on March
1 around 3,000 people
gathered at Numaish to
Todge their protest over
Khamenei’s assassina-
tion.

They said around
300 of them, without the
approval of their high-
ups, proceeded towards
the US

the JIT.

The JIT was also
provided with videos /
footage of the incident,
showing some unidenti-
fied armed men firing in-
side the consulate.

The sources said
that the police officers
informed the JIT that the
protesters who
i US consu-

murder cases against
150-200 unidentified
protesters and formed a
committee for investiga-
tions.

The JIT, which
started its proceedings a
day before, recorded
statements of various
police officers, includ-
ing DIGs of East and
South zones, SSPs of
Keamari, South, Cityand
East districts, who pro-
vided details of the inci-
dent,

Sources privy to
the proceedings told

on
their motorbikes.

he sources said
that the JIT was in-
formed that the group of
protesters, some of them
armed, managed to
breach the inner security
layer and reached the
consulate  complex
where they vandalised
the property including
smashing some win-
lows.

Some armed protest-
ers started firing and an
American marine retali-
ated, the sources quot-
ing a police officer told

late belonged to a reli-
gious student party and
they were “armed with
weapons, lathis, stones
and inflammable mate-
rial”,

The JIT was told
that raising anti-US slo-
gans the protesters
turned violent and the
police used tear gas to
disperse them.

The officials con-
ceded the failure of law
enforcers in taking an ef-
fective action against
those who breached se-
curity at Gate No 4 and

GateNo 5.

When the protest-
ers entered the pre-
mises, personnel of the
Sindh police’s Foreign
Security Cell deployed
there “fired 30 rounds,
all aerial, strictly for de-
terrence”.

The JIT was also in-
formed that some mis-
creants snatched two
official weapons from as
many policemen and
fled.

It was informed that
a total of 37 policemen
were deployed for the
security of the US con-
sulate.

The police officers
said that some 450 pri-
vate security guards
were also deputed at the
foreign mission and they
worked in three shifts.

However, the police
deployment has been
beefed up following the
incident and now 1,088
policemen have been
performing security du-
ties at the
consulate.policemen
were deployed for the
security of the US con-
sulate.

The police officers
said that some 450 pri-
vate security guards
were also deputed at the
foreign mission and they
worked in three shifts.

owever, the police
deployment has been
beefed up following the
incident and now 1,088
policemen have been
performing security du-
ties at the consulate.




