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149 Pakistanis Arrive at Taftan Border from Iran
as Regional Tensions Persist

tween Israel and Iran.

According to officials, an-
other 149 individuals reached
the Taftan border after arriv-
ing from Iran. Among them are
53 pilgrims, three tourists, eight

Riaz Hussain Baloch: businessmen, and four work
visa holders. Officials said that
since the escalation of tensions
between Israel and Iran, a to-
tal of 2,660 people have en-
tered Pakistan through the

CHAGAL: The arrival of Pa-
kistani nationals from Iran at
the Taftan border continues
amid the ongoing tensions be-

Taftan border. Deputy Com-
missioner Chagai Jahanzeb
Noor Shahwani stated that all
necessary facilities are being
provided to the arriving indi-
viduals at Pakistan House

Taftan. He added that the re-
turning Pakistanis are being
sent to Quetta in convoys,
from where they proceed on-
ward to their respective
cities.Geographic Reference

PM Shehbaz
Announces Austerity
Measures as Global
Oil Prices Cross
$100 Amid Middle
East Conflict

NEWS DESK:

ISLAMABAD:  Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday announced
a series of austerity measures
to manage the economic im-
pact of the ongoing Middle
East conflict, which has
pushed global oil prices above
$100 per barrel and created
new challenges for Pakistan’s
economy.

In a televised address to
the nation, the prime minister
said the regional war had in-
creased instability across en-
ergy markets, directly affect-
ing oil-importing countries such
as Pakistan. He stressed that
the government was taking
necessary steps to protect the
national economy while mini-
mizing the financial burden on
the public.

Fuel Conservation
Measures Introduced
To reduce fuel consump-
tion, the government decided
to cut fuel allowances for offi-
cial vehicles by 50 percent for
the next two months. Addition-
ally, 60 percent of government
vehicles will remain off the
roads during the same period
as part of the austerity strat-

cgy.

However, emergency s
vices such as ambulances will
remain exempt from these re-

striction:
Oil Prices Create
Economic Pressure
i inister noted
s heavily on
oil and gas imports from Gulf
countries. Due to the ongoing
regional conflict and disrup-
tions in supply routes, the glo-
bal oil market has become
volatile.
He said the government
had recently taken “difficult
nad recenfly ta

Balochistan Education Department Announces
Temporary School Closure in Balochistan

Education Desk

QUETTA : On March 9,
2026, the Government of
Balochistan through the
Balochistan Education Depart-
ment (Schools) announced the
temporary closure ofall public
and private educational insti-
tutions across the province.

According to the official
notification, the decision has
been taken in view of the pre-
vailing regional situation and to
ensure administrative pre-
paredness for any potential
emergency circumstances.

As per the directive, all
schools and educational insti-
tutions across Balochistan will
remain closed from March 9,
2026,

until March 23, 2026 with
immediate effect. Authorities
stated that the measure has
been taken to facilitate the pub-
lic and to address potential is-
sues related to transportation
and mobility.

with the

However, the Education
Department clarified that sev- These include the ongoing
cral academic activities will admission campaign, the digi-
continue as scheduled during tal school census, and any ex-

the closure period. already

have been instructed to con-
tinue these activities effec-

tively in

Relevant officials and staff guidelines issued by the de-

partment.
Officials also stated that

the situation is being monitored
continuously, and further in-
structions may be issued if re-
quired.

ding adjust-
ments in petroleum prices, to
cope with rising international
oil costs and maintain economic
stability.
Government Assures
Public of Economic

Stability
Shehbaz Sharif assured
citizens that Pakistan’s eco-
nomic indicators have shown
improvement in recent months,
including lower inflation, arela-
tively stable rupee, and re-
duced electricity tariffs.
Despite these improve-
ments, he warned that oil
prices may continue rising if
tensions escalate in the region.
The government, he said, will
continue working dayand night
to protect the economy and
reduce the impact on the pub-

ic.
Regional Security and
Diplomatic Efforts

The premier also ad-
dressed the broader regional
situation, saying Pakistan is
closely monitoring develop-
ments in the Middle East and
pursuing diplomatic efforts to
ease tensions.

He added that Pakistan’s
armed forces remain alert to
deal with security challenges
along the western borders
while ensuring national stabil-
ity.
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Balochistan’s Climate Fund — A
Lifeline Against Growing Disasters

Editorial:
Balochistan has taken a erty.
historic and timely step
by establishing its first-
ever Climate Fund, a
move that signals the
province’s recognition of
the existential threat
posed by global warm-
ing and climate change.
In his recent meeting
with British High Com-
missioner Jane Marriott,
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti rightly un-
derscored the urgency
of mobilizing resources
to safeguard communi-
ties from natural calami-
ties that are growing in
frequency and intensity.
unair
The tragic flash

lions.

resilience

resources

floods in the Bunair area  penditures
of Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa thne

month, which claimed
precious human lives,
are a grim reminder of
Pakistan’s extreme vul-
nerability. The province
sits on a fragile ecologi-
cal and seismic zone

prone not only to floods
but also to recurring
droughts, earthquakes,
and the looming threat of
desertification. Each di-
saster further strains an
already fragile infrastruc-
ture, displaces communi-

tise,

ties, and deepens pov-

Stop Deforestation

The Climate Fund, if
implemented transpar-
ently and effectively,
has the potential to be-
come a lifeline for mil-

It can provide the
financial base for disas-
ter preparedness, early
warning systems, refor-
estation, water manage-
ment, and community

Equally important, it can
build trust between the
government and people
by showing that saved

14 billion curtailed from
non-developmental ex-

invested in protecting
livesand livelihoods.
The Battle Cannot Be
Fought Alone
However, climate
change is not a battle
that Balochistan can
fight alone. Partnerships
with international allies,
such as the United King-
dom, are essential in
bringing technical exper-
innovative solu-
tions, and funding sup-
port. Tmmmglucdl in:
tutions, particularly in
areas like disaster man-

agement and environ-
mental governance,
should be a top priority.
The provincial
government’s commit-
ment to reforms in gov-
ernance, education, and
is d

An environmental

awakening

Under a CommonSky",
unlike the cliché associ-
ated with the word 'com-
mon'specifically when it
comes from diasporic in-
telligentsia*, is a pro-
found example of rela-
tional aesthetics or digi-
tal relationality.

simple words, it
illustrates what defines
art today. Delighted by
your thoughtful and
comprehensive  ap-
proach tothe project re-

able, but the climate
emergency must remain
at the center of its devel-
opment agenda. Without
climate resilience, all
other reforms risk being
washed away by the next
flood or crippled by the
next drought,

Balochistan has
shown leadership by
creating this Climate
Fund.

The next step is to
ensure that it does not
become another
underutilized policy ini-
tiative. Effective monitor-
ing, independent over-
sight, and community in-
volvement will be key to
making it a success.

In the face of global
warming, every delay
carries a cost in human
lives and economic sta-
bility. The Chief Minister
must now take all pos-
sible steps to translate
the promise of the Cli-
mate Fund into tangible
protections for the
people of Balochistan.

projects.

like the Rs.

are being

‘ByDurdana Najam:

Pakistan at UNGA: climate
change must take centre stage

The 80th United Nations General As-

sembly convenes this month under
the theme "Better together: 80 years
and more for peace, development and
human rights". For Pakistan, the ses-
sion offers not just another forum for
speeches, but a crucial stage to de-
‘mand justice on behalf of climate-vul-
nerable nations.

Each word of the UNGA theme

peace, development, human rights

rings hollow when measured
against the reality of climate injustice.
There can be no peace when commu-
nities are repeatedly displaced by
floods, no development when agricui-
ture collapses, and no human rights
when people are stripped of homes
and livelihoods by a crisis they did
not create.

The delegation Pakistan sends to
New York must put climate change at
the heart of its diplomacy. This is not
a matter of prestige but of survival.
‘With less than one per cent contribu-
tion to global greenhouse gas emis-
sions, Pakistan has become one of the
top ten most climate-vulnerable states
(Germanwatch Global Climate Risk In-
dex, 2021). The injustice is clear: those
who polluted least are paying the
highest price.

Scientists confirm that monsoon
patterns in South Asia are being in-
tensified by climate change (IPCC
ARG, 2021), a trend that raises fears
of many more disasters in the future.

Pakistan's recent ordeal makes this
injustice tangible. Since late June

025, heavier-than-normal monsoon
rains and cloudburst floods have
claimed over 1,000 lives, inundated
farmland and disrupted livelihoods.
The catastrophe displaced 33 million
people, destroyed 2 million homes,
damaged 4.4 million acres of crops and
inflicted $30 billion in economic
losses. The scars of earlier floods in
2010and 2011 are still raw, both in in-
frastructure and in memory.

The country's experience with
previous disasters only strengthens
the case. In 2010, unpr

available. It committed to raising
renewables to 60% of the energy mix
and electric vehicle adoption to 30%
by 2030. These are ambitious goals
for a struggling economy. Without
global support, they will remain ink
on paper.

On the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), Pakistan adopted them
as national policy in 2016. Yet the
UNDP's Integrated SDG Insights Re-
port 2023 reveals that the country is
on track for only 35 out of 169 targets.
Climate shocks such as the 2022
floods have rolled back years of
progress, while the financing gap is
estimated at 16% of GDP annually. At
COP29 in Baku, Pakistan endorsed the
Declaration on Children, Youth and
Climate Action, ackno\vledgmg the

centl at the
South Asia Institute in
Chicago, I was eager to
share it with my students
at FCCU. Iadmit that be-
ing in a lecture room
with this curious, young

lot fi the 'mon-art
world'is indeed a fulfill-
ing experience. The ob-

servation below is based
on their naive (in terms
of lack of experience with

art), yet ample under-
standing of the times
and challenges they
face. I find satisfaction
and hope both in your
project and in how it was
received by these enthu-
siasts.

Climate change has
been a key consideration
for my students over the
past few months: the
scarcity of water for Rabi
crops in December-Janu-
ary, the Indo-Pak war
over water in May, the
violent monsoon in July,
followed by floods in
August and September.
They were also aware of
earthquakes in Russia

South-West Asia and the War Against
Narcotics: Where Does Pakistan Stand?

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
marked that “a little wa-
ter clears us of this
deed” after the assassi-
nation of the King. Yet,
with time, she remained
haunted, obsessively
rubbing her hands in an
attempt to cleanse the
imagined stains of blood.
The persistence of nar-
cotics production and
trade in South-West Asia
resembles this unending
struggle — a dark reality
that cannot be easily
washed away.

Afghanistan has
long been recognized as
the world’s largest pro-
ducer of opium, with its
roots tracing back to the
early 1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercussions
of this industry spilled
into neighboring Paki-
stan and Iran. In the late
2000s, Taliban leader
Mullah Omar imposed a
strict ban on poppy cul-
tivation through threats,
forced eradication, and
severe punishments.
However, as revealed by
the UNODC Opium Sur-
vey2007, the ban prima-
rily targeted cultivation
while the trade contin-
ued. After the fall of the
‘Taliban, opium again be-
came a major source of
funding for logistics,
weapors, and militia
payment

In 2022 the Taliban
leadership once again
dnnounccd a ban on

ghanistan realmlcally
abandon such a central
economic resource while
facing sanction:

what consequences does
this shift have for Paki-
stan?

While certain inter-
national outlets h:
claim that Pakistan has
become a new hub for
narcotics, such narra-
tives ignore key realitie:
The issue s not a simple
matter of “shifting
sands” but a complex re-
gional security chal-
Ienge. The porous border
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan, coupled
with cross-border net-
works ofdrug traffickers,
‘means temporary shifts
in cultivation are often
strategic rather than per-

2001 lhc counlry

largely maintained its
“poppy-free” status, de-
spite sporadic spillovers
from Afghanistan. Fol
lowing the Taliban’s 2022
ban, some illicit cultiva-
tions did emerge in bor-

tily der areas, particularly

within Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed  through
Pakistan’s Poppy Elimi

nation Campaign (PEC

2025). This multi-agency
effort, led by the Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF)
and provincial adminis-
trations, successfully
destroyed thousands of
acres of illegal poppy
fields. Over 250 FIRs
were registered, dozens
ofarrests were made, and
awareness campaigns
were launched across

and wil
fires in California and
Australia.

Environment, ecol-
ogy, greenhouse gases,
droughts, volcanic erup-
tions, shifts in tempera-
tures and weather pat-
terns are some of the
topics discussed in ev-
ery classroom: in Sci-
ences, IR, P&D, Demog-
raphy, Psychology, Law,
Business, or any other.
Let me say that they
have been looking into
the nature of the visible
and the politics of the
invisible aspects of cli-
mate change.

The visual depic-
tion of the 'invisible' in
your works compelled
them to focus on 'a liv-
ing force' that affects our
environment, stressing
the i

with
Hlbaiul]dh Akhundzada
officially declaring sig-
nificant reductions.
Some Western reports,
supported by satellite
imagery, showcased de-
clining poppy fields in
southern Afghanistan.
However, this raises

production gl
lighted by satellite evi-
dence of expanded ephe-
dra processing hubs
reflects adaptive strate-
gies of traffickers rather
than genuine eradication.
In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is

Importantly, indepen-
dent surveys after
March 2025 confirmed
the effectiveness of
these eradication drives.

Pakistan’s determi-
nation to combat narcot-
ics often remains under-
rcponcd mlcmdtmndlly

cal

. Since

by out-

dated or selective por-
. The fact rem:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
onlyfor its own stability
but also for global secu-
rity. What is urgently
needed is greater recog-
nition of these efforts by
the international commu-
nity and enhanced coop-
eration from agencies
such as the UNODC.
As  South-West
Asiaremains at the heart
of global narcotics trade
routes, Pakistan’s role is
both frontline and deci-
sive. Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from a
vulnerable transit zone
intoa hub of opportunity,
stability, and resilience.
Just as Lady Macbeth’s
imagined guilt could not
be washed away with
water, the global commu-

noring Pakistan’s sacri-
fices and achievements
in this ongoing struggle.
The fight against narcot-
ics requires collective
recognition, support,
and action — not selec-
tive narratives.

The great disorder

Iflhcrc is one book that

T would recommend to
my readers in these con-
fusing and tumultuous
times in global affairs

a rule-based order has
run its course without a
new one in place — it is
Robert D Kaplan's
Waste Land. Kaplan is a
itical realist who

stakes.
without fmdncmg are mcanmglm

Pakistan's delegation should cite
these facts directly in their speeches
and bilateral meetings during the
UNGA session. They must remind the
world that unless climate justice is
embedded into multilateral action, the
UNrrisks hollowing out its own theme
of "peace, development and human
rights”.

Yet, it would be dishonest to ig-
nore Pakistan's internal failures. Are-
cent report by The Citizenry and Cli-
mate Action Centre shows that Sindh
province received Rs48.8 billion in cli-
mate-related allocations from 2007-
2023/24, but only Rs20.2 billion was
spent. The Sindh Directorate of Cli-
mate Change, allocated Rs40 million,
reported zero expenditure. In other
words, funds were earmarked for cli-
‘mate-related projects but not a single
rupee was utilised.

and fragility of our
world.

BySadia Pasha
Kamran:

Qatar ... what
next?
So, Bibi Natanyahu and
his right wing, deeply
Zionist, anti-Muslim,
uncontrolled govern-
ment — which have no
respect and regard for
international law, or for
the image hit that its
only benefactor, the US,
gets mlcmalmnd]ly and
domestically from their
rogue behaviour — did
itagain. On September 9,
2025, Israli missiles hit

The Sindh Protec-
tion Agency used just 10% of its Rs3.4
billion budget, while the Provincial
Disaster Management Authority
spent only 23% of its Rs20.5 billion
allocation.

The pattern of mismanagement is
depressingly familiar. After the 2005
earthquake, the Earlhquake Recon-
struction and uthor-

floods displaced 20 million people and
caused losses of more than $10 bil-

). The followm

ity (ERRA), created to oversee recov-
ery, quickly became a byword for in-
efficiency. Billions of rupees in funds
hos-

year, Sindh was hit again, with ning
million affected. In 2022, the devasta-
tion was catastrophic: a third of the
country under water, 33 million people
affected, 1,700 dead, and $30 billion
in losses (World Bank, 2022 Damage
and Needs Assessment). That single
event pushed nine million more Paki-
stanis below the poverty line.

Pakistan's vulnerability is com-
pounded by geography. Accelerated
melting of over 7,000 glaciers — the
largest concentration outside the
poles — now brings both short-term
floods and long-term water scarcity.
Record-breaking heatwaves, with tem-
peratures soaring above 50°C, have
triggered heatstroke and dehydration
among vulnerable communities while
stunting crops. Agriculture, the back-
bone of Pakistan's economy, is at the
mercy of a climate crisis it did not cre-

ate.

This is the message Pakistan's
delegation must carry to New York:
climate justice is not charity but obli-
gation. In 2021, Pakistan submitted its
revised Nationally Determined Con-
tribution (NDC), pledging an uncon-
ditional 15% reduction in emissions
by 2030 and a conditional 35% cut if
finance and technology were made

for
pitals and housing cither lapsed or
vanished into questionable contracts.
In2011, the Auditor General of Paki-
stan flagged irregularities of over Rs7
billion in ERRA's accounts, citing
ghost projects and unauthorised pro-
curements.

More recently, the NDMA has
faced similar scrutiny: the Auditor
General's 2023-24 report raised Rs28.62
billion in audit objections, of which
only Rs2.65 billion was recovered. The
report detailed unauthorised expendi-
tures from the National Disaster Man-
agement Fund, overpriced tenders,
and violations of procurement rules.

In short, weakened by institu-
tional fragility and political interfer-
ence, Pakistan's disaster management
bodies have become toothless struc-
tures that add to disasters rather than
reduce them.

Therefore, when Pakistan pleads

a residential
used by Hamas political
leaders in the West Bay
Lagoon area of Doha,
where Hamas leaders
were reportedly discuss-
ing a new US-backed
ceasefire proposal. The
strike, after Israel's ear-
lier brazen attacks on
Lebanon, Iraq, Syria and
Iran this year alone,
killed six people: five
members of Hamas and
a Qatari security officer.
Key Hamas leaders, re-
portedly, remained un-
scathed.

etanyahu con-
firmed the "wholly inde-
pendent Israeli opera-
tion" to avenge the
deadly shooting in
Jerusalem recently and
the October 2023 Hamas
attack. The strike drew
widespread international
condemnation. Qatar,
while condemning the
attack, vowed to pursue
legal avenues for ac-
countability and con-
tinue the mediation ef-
forts. In the joint Arab
League (AL) and OIC
summit in Doha, GCC

for climate justice, it must also dem- | joi

onstrate climate accountability. The
world will not take our demands seri-
ously if we cannot spend even our
own budgets transparently.

Still, the inequity remains stark.
Developed economies can absorb
shocks with resilient infrastructure
and fiscal cushions.

ity of trade limitations
against Israel. UNSC
unanimously  con-
demned the strike.

Bylnam Ul
Haque:

reads history and litera-
ture to ise the

unpredictability stands
badly exposed. We too

live in such times.
Israel chose to at-
tack Qatar when osten-
sibly peace was being
worked out under a US-
sponsored plan to end
genocide in Gaza.
Netanyahu attempted to
eliminate Hamas' inter-
locutors and political
lcddcrahlp engaged in
Hamas

It must though all
begin with investigating
what the US has in mind
about its own role and
position in the world as
newer realities unfold.
The US is largely driven
by an apprehension of
its preeminence be-
cause of feared disrup-
tions around emerging
economic structures
built on rapid advances
in an

But when leadership is
unnerved and unsure,
and apprehensive, it
tends to take extreme
measures. That is why
no one is sure if the UN
and its affiliates have
the authority and capac-
ity to arbitrate conflicts.
Ifthe US undermines the
UN orthe WTOit under-
mines its own control
and domination of the
system. Is-

present and suggest
how the future may un-
fold in geopolitical
terms. He proposes that
the existing interna-
tional environment
closely replicates the
times of the Weimar Re-
public ofthe intervening
years between the two
Great Wars culminating
in Hitler's rise. He calls it
a consequence of the
times we lived in. He in-
cludes global trends like
the Communist revolu-
tion in Russia in 1917, a
response to the muddled
global climate when the
League of Nations had
all but lost its relevance.
My focus though is on
an'environment of impu-
nity that disorder and a
chaotic present has be-
come. When no one con-
trols a bully, he only
tears apart what has
been whole for decades.
In the absence of a rule-
based order, world's in-
surance against such

wnc there on US invita-
tion and assurance of
their safety by the
Qataris. If ever there was
a betrayal of trust in in-
ternational commitment
this was the last nail in
its coffin.

The moment is simi-
lar in context to the rise
of Hitler and dissolution
of the Weimar. It leaves
the possibility that the
likes of Netanyahu can
cause the dominoes to
topple just as Hitler did
in 1939. In the absence
of any conflict-resolu-
tion mechanism, or au-
thority, or an arbiter that
all trust, it is about to be
free for all. Towards the
end of WWII, a weapon
of ultimate arbitration
emerged in the form of
America's  nuclear
bombs which brought
the last of the axis pow-
ers to its knees. Is the
world about to witness a
rcpcat of similar propor-
tions?

China has made rapid
advances in these fields,
and it has unnerved
America. Rather than
fight to retain its singu-
larity and control of the
world system devised in
Bretton Woods, the US
is resorting to its ulti-
mate power of equiva-
lence through use of mili-
tary force — if not di-
rectly, through its prox-
ies in Europe, Middle
East and Asia. More
than the world threaten-
ing the post-WWII or-
der it is American fear of
being dislodged as its
prime arbiter that seems.
to lead the dissolution
of that order.

China and the
world at large have
found stability, predict-
ability and_prosperity
under the existing global
regime and methods of
arbitration,

America has under-
written this stability
through its leadership.

rael, Ukraine and India
continue to be bolstered
by the US to do as told.
Hence, Israel's demonic
role in Gaza, and now this
unprovoked and lice
tious behaviour against

Qatar, remains un-
checked.
It cannot_ be

Trump's commercial in-
stincts alone when thou-
sands are being slaugh-
tered in Gaza,

Oris he simply play-
ing second fiddle to
what Netanyahu and Is-
rael may think is a stra-
tegic end? Is Netanyahu
running against time un-
der a threat of contin
ing whittling of Ameri-
can credibility in the
world and its position as
the preeminent power
when it is seen to be
standing with and be-
hind Israel in its
adventurism?

By Shahzad
Chaudhry:

The plight of the Indus delta

Extractive and waste-
ful water use has created
a severe crisis for the
Indus delta, where the
Indus River flows into
the Arabian Sea. This
natural confluence of
outflowing freshwater
and the sea not only pre-
vents sea water intru-
sion, but it has also cre-
ated an interlinked sys-
tem of swamps, streams

largest mangrove forest
system. The Indus delta
is mostly located in the
southern Sindh province
of Pakistan with a small
portion in the Kutch re-
gion of India.

The Indus delta has
been under stress for
quite a while now. The
British constructed vast
canal networks on the
Indus, turning arid or
semi-desert tracts into

and mangr forests.
This delta ecosystem
provides a unique habi-
tat to a diverse range of
species, including migra-
tory birds and one of the
world's rarest dolphins,
the blind Indus River
dolphin, all of which are
currently under great
stress.

The delta covers an
area of over 40,000 sq-
km, which makes it the
world's fifth largest delta
system, containing
within it the seventh

b % P
ricultural zones to grow
cash crops. However,
these agricultural
schemes did not only
expropriate pastoral
lands and hand them
over to loyal colonists,
includingretired soldiers
which had served the
British Raj, but they also
caused major ecological
disruptions. Poor drain-
age led to rising water
tables, waterlogging and
salinisation due to
which many formerly

productive areas be-
came infertile. Following
independence, the Paki-
stan government began
to invest in large dam
projects with support
from entities like the
World Bank. The in-
creasing diversion of
Indus River for irrigating
cash crops has not only
reduced flows down-
stream, but it has also
done persistent damage
to the Indus delta and its
wetlands.

At a time when
there is increasing need
for efficient water use,
walcr conservation and
ental
sustdmdb)]ny. the water
regime in Pakistan re-
mains wasteful and ex-
tractive. Besides exces-
sive water extraction,
runoff chemicals and
other pollutants are
other major threats to
the Indus delta.

The US-Pakistan

Centre for Advanced
Studies in Water esti-
mated a few years ago
that the downstream
flow of water into the
delta has decreased by
80 per cent since the
1950s. Besides irrigation
canals, hydropower
dams, climate related im-
pacts on glacial and
snow melt have also
been identified as major
factors for this de-
creased outflow, which
has, in turn, caused ma-
jor seawater intrusion.
The salinity of the water
in coastal areas has i
creased by alarming le
els making it very diffi-
cult for local farming
communities in the delta
to grow crops. In-
creased salinity is lead-
ing to higher blood pres-
sure and a resulting
spike in mother.

BySyed
Mohammad Ali:
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Israel faces difficulty stopping Hezbollah drones, officials warn of long war

NEWS DESK:Israeli
army officials have
said the military is fac-
ing difficulties inter-
cepting drones
launched from Leba-
non and may eventu-
ally need to evacuate
communities near the
border, according to a
report by Haaretz.
According  to
them, the Israeli mili-
tary had so far decided
against ordering
evacuations, but offi-
cials described its suc-
cess in intercepting
drones from Lebanon
as “very partial”.
Army officials also
said no time limit had
been set for the cur-
rent operation against
Hezbollah in Lebanon
and warned that a
“Jong war” was likely.
Haaretz said Is-
raeli military officials
believe Hezbollah is
significantly weaker
than it was during
Isracl’s previous op-
cration in Lebanon in
2024, describing the
group as being in a
“difficult situation”.
According  to
Haaretz, officials said
Hezbollah’s  elite
Radwan force is now
operating only north of
the Litani River rather
than close to the Is-

raeli border, making it
more vulnerable to at-
tack. They said the
unit was still rebuilding
its command structure
after many of its se-
nior officers were
killed during Israel’s

2024 campaign.

The report added
that Israeli officials
believe joint Israeli-
American attacks on
Iran  have  cut
Hezbollah off from
some of its funding

and weapons supply,
leaving the group
largely isolated from
Tehran and fighting
Israel more
independentlyHezbollah’s
intervention on Iran’s
behalfhad created ten-

tacks on targets in es-
pecially sensitive loca-
tions.

Haaretz said the
military was also op-
erating in the Bekaa
Valley, where
Hezbollah has alleg-
edly been launching
rockets and drones.

The IDF’s North-
ern Command had
been preparing for the
possibility of
Hezbollah entering the
war for months before
the attack on Iran be-
gan. Once Hezbollah
launched attacks on
Isracl, those plans
were immediately ac-
tivated, army sources
told Haaretz.

Those prepara-
tions included strikes
on senior Hezbollah
figures and Iranian
Quds Force officials in
Lebanon, who were
said to be involved in
both directing the
fighting and maintain-
ing links between Iran
and Hezbollah.

Israeli officials
said their forces were
trying to prevent three
main threats from
Lebanon: a ground in-
cursion into Israel,
continued rocket and
drone fire, and any ef-
fort by Hezbollah to
rebuild its strength.

sion between Iran and
Lebanon, according to
Israeli military
officials.Officials
claimed the Israeli
military had destroyed
hundreds of buildings
in Lebanon so far, in-

cluding 50 multi-storey
structures. Air strikes
on Beirut’s Dahiyeh
district would continue,
they said, because it
remained an important
Hezbollah operations
hub.According  to

Haaretz, Isracli mili-
tary sources said
Saturday’s strike on a
hotel in Beirut target-
ing Iranian officials
marked a shift in ap-
proach, with the army
previouslyavoiding at-

Mojtaba Khamenei’s appointment as
supreme leader draws measured US
response, sharp Israeli warning

NEWS DESK:Tehran
has confirmed the selec-
tion of Mojtaba
Khamenei as Iran’s new
Supreme Leader, a deci-
sion that has drawn con-
trasting reactions from
Washington and Jerusa-
lem, reflecting differing
strategies in responding
to Iran’s evolving lead-
ership.

US response: calcu-
lated and cautious

So far, President
Donald Trump _has
avoided direct criticism
of Mojtaba Khamenei’s
succession, instead
framing the develop-
ment in terms of energy
markets and US strate-
gic influence.

In a post on Truth

derscores the US bal-
ancing act: managing
domestic political narra-
tives, calming global en-
ergy markets, reassuring
allies, and containing re-
glondl conflict wnhuul
provoking an open war.
Isracl’s reaction: di-
rect and aggressive
Israel, by contrast,
has taken a markedly
ional stance.
Isracli Defence Minister
Israel Katz warned that
any new leader linked to
Iran’s ruling elite would
be “an unequivocal tar-
get for elimination™.
The Israeli military
stated that it would hold
successors personally
accountable, a message
highlighting Jerusalem’s

readiness to continue
targeted operations
against Iranian leader-
ship figures it perceives
as threats.

Even before
Mojtaba Khamenei’s
formal appointment, Is-
rael had stepped up
strikes on Iranian infra-
structure and proxy po-
sitions in the region,
its will-
ingness to apply pres-
sure not just on policy
but on individuals asso-
ciated with Tehran’s stra-
tegic direction.

Implications

Mojtaba Khamenei,
reportedly close to the
Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC), is
seen by analysts as a
continuation of Iran’s
hardline policies rather
than a turn toward mod-

Social, an hour after the
announcement, he high-
lighted that temporary
oil price increases were
a minor cost compared
with global stability and
security.

But in an interview
with ABC News earlier
on Sunday, Trump re-
peated his suggestion
that Iran’s next leader
would need “approval”
from Washington, imply-
ing that the US has a role
in shaping acceptable
leadership outcomes.

While he described
Khamenei’s expected
appointment as prob-
lematic, he refrained
from threatening direct
military action.

This approach un-

ction main-
tains the ideological
path established by his
late father, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, and signals
the persistence of the
established power struc-
ture.

Experts note that
many Iranians had

hoped for a shift toward

clerical figure.

That aspiration, ob-
Servers say, appears cur-
tailed by the ongoing
pressures of regional
conflict and foreign in-
tervention.

Trump, UAE leader dlscuss security
as Iran strikes targets across Gulf

NEWS DESK:The
United Arab Emirates
President, Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, held
aphone call with Donald
Trump on Monday to
discuss escalating ten-
sions in the region as the
US-Israel and Iran war
continues, state media
reported.

According to the
Emirates News Agency
(WAM), the two leaders
discussed the latest de-
velopments and their
implications for regional
and international secu-

/' §

rity and stability.
During the call, they o

also addressed what the  systems were respond- a person after debris fell  threat.

UAE described as ongo-  ing as Iran camed out following the intercep- State media also re-

ing Iranian attacks tar-
geling the Emirates and
other countries in the

tion of missiles targeting
sites in Abu Dhabi. An-
other death of a Paki-
stani national was re-
ported late Saturday
night, also due to missile

ported that authorities
in the Emirate of Fujairah
had brought a fire under
control after shrapnel
fell following successful
air defence intercep-
tions. Emergency re-
sponse teams contained
the blaze, and no injuries
were reported.
Officials  have
urged the public to rely
only on official sources

the Gulf. Attacks have
been reported in Kuwait,
the United Arab Emir-
ates, Bahrain, Qatar, and
Saudi Arabia.
The war began on
February 28, when the
United States and Isracl
launched attacks on
an. On the same day,
the UAE defence minis-

tute violations of na-
tional sovereignty and
pose a threat to regional
stability.

The conversation
came as authorities in
the UAE reported a mis-
sile threat early on Mon-

Earlier today, in a
post on X, the National
Emergency Crisis and
Disaster Management
Authority said air de-
fence systems were ac-

Bangladesh shuts universities early to
save power amid energy crisis

NEWSDESK:
Bangladesh will close
all universities from
Monday, bringing for-
ward the Eidul Fitr holi-
days as part of emer-
gency measures to
conserve Zelectricity
and fuel amid a wors-
ening energy crisis
linked to ?the conflict
in the Middle East.
Authorities said the
decision applies to all
public and private uni-
versities across the
country, a move that
officials said will not

which relies on im-
ports for 95% of its
energy needs, imposed
daily limits on Friday
on fuel sales after panic
buyingand stockpiling.

As part of broader
austerity measures, the
government has also
Zasked all fc
riculum schools and
?private  coaching
?centres to suspend
operations during this
period to limit electric-
ity use.Severe gas
shortages have already
forced Bangladesh to
halt operations at four
of its five state-run
fertiliser ?factories, re-
directing ?available gas
to power plants to
avoid widespread out-
ages.

The country has
also bought LNG from
the spot market at
sharply higher prices
while seeking additional
?2cargoes ?to bridge
supply gaps.

“We are doing ev-
erything ?we can to re-
duce consumption and
ensure stability in
power, fuel, and im-
port supplies,”
5 nior energy mmmry
= official said.

Turkey says it deployed six F-16
fighter jets, air defence systems to
northern Cyprus

only ?reduce electricity
consumption but also
case traffic conges-
tion, which leads ?to
fuel wastage.

Officials said uni-
versity campuses con-
sume large amounts of
?Zelectricity for residen-
tial halls,
laboratorics, and air
conditioning, and the
Zearly closure would
help ease pressure on
the country’s strained
power ?system.
Government and
pn\'ate schools in

Bangladesh are already
closed for the Islamic
holy ~ month of
Ramadan, meaning
most educational insti-
tutions across the
country will now re-
main shut ?during the
period.The move
comes as ladest
faces mounting uncer-
tainty over ?fuel and
gas supplies following
disruptions to global
energy markets caused
by the ongoing ?con-
flict ?in the Middle
East.The country,

NEWS DESK:Turkey
on Monday deployed
six F-16 fighter jets and
air defence systems to
northern Cyprus to
boost the secuirity of the
Turkish community
there amid the war in
Iran, the defence minis-
lrysaid adding that An-
kara would take addi-
tional measures if
needed.

European powers
have moved to ramp up
military deployments to
the ethnically-split is-
land in recent days, af-
ter an Iranian drone,
which security officials
believe was fired by
Hezbollah, an ally of Iran
in Lebanon, hit the Brit-
ish Akrotiri air base in
Cyprus last week.

"In the context of
the latest developments
in our region, six F-16
fighter jets and air de-
fence systems have
been deployed to the
Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus as of
today," the ministry said
in a statement, adding
that this was part of the
phased planning to
strengthen
breakaway state's secu-

opments, additional tinues to retaliate with
measures will continue
to be taken if neces-
sary," it added.

Turkey does not
recognise the interna-
tionally-recognised and
European Union-mem-
ber Greek Cypriot admin-
istration in the south of
the island, and is the
only country to
recognise the Turkish
Cypriot state to the
north.

Last week, NATO
defences shot down a
ballistic missile fired
from Iran into Turkish
airspace, m asi ignificant

a U

raeli war against Iran
that has spread to the its own strikes on US
wider region. NATO military bases in the re-
‘member Ankara warned ~ gion.

Iran on Saturday against
firing more missiles to-
wards it.

Turkey has
criticised the European
deployments to Cyprus
as moves that risk drag-
ging the island into the
conflict.

The deployment
comes amid worsening
regional tensions in the
Middle East and wider
Gulf region. The United
States and Israel con-
tinue to attack Iran with

Iran fired missiles at
Israel early Monday in
the name of the Islamic
Republic's new leader,
Mojtaba Khamenei, who
was selected to succeed
his slain father despite
threats by the United
States and Israel to tar-
get him next. Mean-
while, Israel struck five
oil facilities in and
around Tehran early
Sunday, killing at least
four people and sparking
blazes that left the skies

" "As a result of the
evaluations to be made

day, saying air defence tryreported the death of tively ding to the for

on the devel- S.-Is- strikes as the latter con- filled with acrid smoke.
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Pakistan 'plans' income tax relief for salaried class

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has
given in-principle ap-
proval to a proposal
aimed at providing in-
come tax relief to the
salaried class in Paki-

stan.

The plan suggests
lowering the maximum
income tax rate by five
percentage points to
30% and removing the
super tax imposed on
high-income earners as

well as the corporate proposals were dis-
sector. However, the cussed during a meet-
government will first ing chaired by the
seek approval from the ~Prime Minister and will
IMF before moving be presented to the
forward with the mea- IMF next week. In ad-
sures. dition to reducing the
Sources said the highest tax rate for top-

earning salaried indi-
viduals, the plan also
proposes increasing the
related income tax
slabs. The Pakistan
government is also ex-
pected to recommend
eli ing the super

tax on wealthy individu-
als and companies as
part of its discussions
with the IMF.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has in-
structed officials to fur-
ther refine the propos-

als with input from pri-
vate sector experts so
that they are well-pre-
pared and acceptable
for IMF consideration.

According to
sources, the govern-
ment is exploring a tax

relief package worth
approximately PKR
1.5-1.8 trillion, al-
though officials ac-
knowledge that the
IMF may be hesitant to
approve such a signifi-
cant fiscal concession.

[ILAHORE: Prime Mi

offers over demise of late Zaeem Qadri,
Senior Politician and former Provincial Minister.

Pakistan targeting
militant hideouts in
Afghanistan: Tarar

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister for Information
and  Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar has said
Pakistan is conducting
operations against mili-
tant hideouts inside Af-
ghanistan based on ac-
curate intelligence infor-
‘mation.

In a statement car-
ried by foreign media
outlets, he said Pakistan
has not targeted any ci-
vilian areas in Afghani-
stan, emphasizing that
Pakistan is targeting
only the infrastructure
of terrorists and their
support networks.

He said the imagi-
nary figures presented
by the Afghan Taliban
‘government are not even
worth a serious com-
ment. He said claims
made by the spokesper-
son of the Afghan Min-
istry of Defense regard-
ing victories against Pa-

kistan in the battlefield
are incorrect and are
merely propaganda.

He also denied re-
ports by the Afghan
Taliban regime and the
UN Mission in Afghani-
stan about civilian cas
alties in Afghanistan.
Attaullah Tarar said the
information provided by
the UN agency based in
Kabul relies entirely on
the Taliban government.

He said the fact that
Afghan Taliban and the
terrorist group Fitna al-
Khawarij are jointly car-
rying out attacks con-
firms the existence of a
nexus between the Af-
ghan Taliban govern-
ment and multiple terror-
ist organizations operat-
ing from Afghan terri-
tory. He said all attacks
by the Afghan Taliban
régime have been re-
sponded promptly and
effectively.

Pakistan won't allow use
of its soil for attack on

Iran: Rana Tanveer

SHARAQPUR ries to be used for at-
SHARIF (INP): Fed- tacks against Iran. He
eral Minister for Na- also said that Iran
tional Food Security should not carry out
and Research Rana attacks on Saudi
Tanveer Hussain on Arabia or Gulf states.
Sunday said that Pa- The federal minis-
kistan will not allow ter further said that
use of its soil for at- Pakistan has joined
tack on Iran. efforts to maintain
Speaking to jour- peace in Gaza. Paki-
nalists in his home stan has always con-
constituency demned Isracl’s ag-
Sharaqpur Sharif, gression and brutality
Rana Tanveer said against the Palestin-
that Pakistan has ians.
strongly condemned He also stated
the US and Israel at- that the government
tacks onIran. Pakistan has slightly increased
also condemns attacks petroleum prices due
on Saudi Arabia and to Middle East ten-
other Gulf countries.  sions. However, if the
He said that Gulf war continues, petro-
countries and Saudi leum prices may rise
Arabia have assured further, adding that
Pakistan that they will fuel prices are in-
not allow their territo-  creasing worldwide.

KP CM announces subsidy for all
motorcyclists in province

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi announced a
subsidy for all motor-
cyclists inthe province
to give them some re-
liefamid the rising fuel
prices.

Addressing  a
press  conference
alongside Special As-
sistant on Information
Shafi Jan and Finance
Adviser Muzammil
Aslam, the chief min-
ister criticized the re-
cent increase in petrol
prices by the federal
government,

describing it as an
“economic bomb”
dropped on the public.

He said that the
provincial government
rejects the increase in
petroleum prices and
urged the

federal govern-
ment to consult prov-
inces before taking
such decisions.

Afridi added that
the federal govern-

ment should reduce its
own expenditures
rather than placing
additional financial
burdens on citizens.
He also accused the
federal government of
politicizing various na-
tional issues.

He said that
when petrol prices
were increased during
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the opposition
criticized the move.

He added that his
party did not politicize
national tragedies, in-
cluding the floods in
Punjab and the fire in-
cident at Gul Plaza in
Karachi.

Announcing the
subsidy package, the
chief minister said the
provincial government
has decided to provide
financial relief to mo-
torcyclists in response
to rising petroleum
prices.

He noted that
around 1.4 to 1.6 mil-
lion motorcycles are

currently registered in
the province,

and each regis-
tered motorcycle user
will receive Rs2,200 to
help cover transporta-
tion expenses.

Afridi said the
Government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
stands with its people
and has also decided
not to

increase fares for
the Peshawar Bus
Rapid Transit system,
with the government
absorbing the addi-
tional costs.

He further stated
that the provincial gov-
ernment has imposed
a ban on the purchase
and sale of new ve-
hicles and restricted
international trips to
cut expenses.

Afridi added that
despite the crash of
the provincial
government’s helicop-

ter, the administration
has decided not to pur-
chase a new one.

PM awards
Rs1.5m to
Pakistan national

hockey players

ISLAMABAD(INP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has announced a
reward of Rs 1.5 million
for each member of
Pakistan’s national
hockey team for their ex-
ceptional performance in
the World Cup Qualifi-
ers.

The announcement
celebrates both the
team’s success and their
dedication to the sport.

The prime mmmer
described the prize as “a
testament to the players”
perseverance,” high-
lighting the commitment
and hard work of the na-
tional hockey players.
He added that this initia-
tive not only rewards the
team but also serves to
promote hockey across
the country.

Pakistan’s team cre-
ated excitement among
fans by securing quali-
fication for the Hockey
World Cup after an
cight-year gap, follow-
ing outstanding perfor-
mances in_the World
Cup Qualifiers held in

2ypt.

CM Maryam forms
Punjab Economic
Transformation

Committee

LAHORE (INP): Punjab

Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz has constituted
provincial Economic
Transformation Commit-
tee to drive sector-wise
development and boost
the province’s economy.

The 11-member
Economic Transforma-
tion Committee will be
headed by Senior Min-
ister Maryam

Govt mulls

KARACHI (INP):
The federal govern-
ment is reviewing
various austerity mea-
sures including impos-
ing speed limits as part
of Pakistan’s national
fucl-saving plan amid
oil supply disruptions in
the Middle East fol-
lowing strikes by Is-
racl and the United
States on Iran.

Federal Minister
for Petroleum Ali
Pervaiz Malik said the
government’s plan
has two key aspects.

“One is conserva-
tion, what habits we
can adopt and how we
can modify our
lifestyle to reduce our
energy foolprinl in
dally routines,” he
said.

Malik added that
consultations have
been completed with
all provincial govern-
ments and the federal
government will soon
announce a series of
measures.

These may in-
clude imposing speed

imposing speed limits to conserve fuel

limits on vehicles to
reduce fuel consump-
tion.

“Fuel consump-
tion is directly related
to vehicle speed,” the
minister said.

He noted that Pa-
kistan had adopted
several similar mea-
sures during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
including work from
home policies and
shifting educational in-
stitutions to online
learning.

The government
has already an-
nounced a significant
increase of Rs55 per
litre in the prices of
petrol and diesel, cit-
ing rising global oil
costs linked to esca-
lating tensions in the
Middle East.

Under the new
rates, petrol is cost
Rs321.17 per litre,
while diesel rose from
Rs275.70 to Rs335.86
per litre.

Meanwhile, vari-
ous quarters in the
country have called

for the import of Rus- (RSF) because it is
sian oil after Iran e¢f- considered a highly
fectively halted ship- polluting fucl.

ping through the Strait “That changes the
of Hormuz, threaten-  dynamics and viability
ing nearly one-fifth of of importing Russian

global oil supplies. Urals into Pakistan,”
However, Ali he added.
Pervaiz Malik said im- Malik said the

porting Russian crude  government is engag-
is not a viable option, ing with the IMF on
citing several chal- the issue, noting that
lenges, including fi- global energy markets

nancial constraints are currently facing in-
“Russian Urals is tense demand.
a very heavy crude,” He added that Pa-

he said, adding that kistan has requested
most refineries in Pa- the IMF to remove
kistan are  old levies on fuel under
hydroskimming refin- the RSF and the Ex-
eries, except for the tended Fund Facility
Pak-Arab Refinery (EFF) so that alterna-
Company (PARCO). tive fuels can be con-
When  heavy sumed locally and to
crude is refined in help address chal-
hydroskimming refin- lenges in the gas sec-
eries, tor.
it generates a According  to
large amount of fur- Malik, LNG supplies
nace oil,” Malik ex- from Qatar have been
lained. A carbon levy suspended, and the
imposed on furnace - government is consid-
oil under the Interna- ering generating clec-
tional Monetary tricity from furnace oil
Fund’s Resilience and to meet energy re-
Sustainability Facility quirements.

Noman Shah ina vith p: ant ‘during

(QUETTA: Secre ary

itar part organized by SRD and OM,

, with the Fi-
nance Secretary serving
as the committee secre-
tary. Sources said the
committee will identify
potential growth areas
at the district level
through economic map-
ping and prioritize sec-
tors for establishing in-

dustry clusters.
It will also set ac-

tionable indicators and
develop short-and long-
term timelines for eco-
nomic initiatives. Plans
will be created in consul-
tation with private-sec-
tor stakeholders to en-
sure feasibility and im-
act.
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The committee will
focus on skill develop-
ment programmes tai-
lored to industry require-
ments and take steps to
link locally produced
value-added products to
global value chains.

Additionally, it will
work on creating a sus-
tainable ecosystem to
support  economic
growth. Proposals in-
clude developing spe-
cialized industry hubs
acro: j

Pakistan records
highest petrol prices in
region after major hike

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Pakistan has
recorded the highest
petrol prices in the re-
gion following a recent
sharp increase in pe-
troleum product rates.

According  to
sources in the Minis-
try of Petroleum, the
price of

petrol in Pakistan
currently stands at ap-
proximately $1.15 per
litre, making it more
expensive than in sev-
cral neighboring coun-
tries.

In comparison,
petrol in India costs
about $1.03 per litre,
while in Sri Lanka the
price is around 94
cents per litre.

Similarly, petrol in

Bangladesh is priced
at nearly 95 cents per
litre, highlighting a sig-
nificant gap with
Pakistan’s fuel rates.

The latest com-
parison comes after
the government re-
cently announced a
major increase in pe-
troleum prices, citing
rising global oil costs
and tensions in the
Middle East as key
factors behind the
hike.

Under the revised
rates, petrol prices in
Pakistan have surged
by Rs55 per litre,
pushing the cost to
Rs321.17 per litre,
while high-speed die-
sel now stands at
Rs335.86 per litre.

ISLAMABAD: Aurat March activists Farzana Bari addressing a press conference.

Pakistan’s rice exports witness significant
decline during July—December period

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Pakistan’s rice
exports witnessed a
significant decline dur-
ing the July-Decem-
ber period, with export
carnings dropping to
$0.97 billion from
$1.83 billion amid ris-
ing competition with
India, according to
documents presented
in parliament by the
Ministry of Com-
merce.

The ministry ac-
knowledged  that
Pakistan’s rice ex-
ports have nearly
halved, reflecting
growing challenges
for the country in the
international market.

According to the
official documents, the
quantity of rice ex-
ports from Pakistan
declined by 36.6 per-
cent, while basmati
rice exports fell by
32.3 percent in value
terms and 33.8 per-
cent in volume.

The Ministry of

Commerce attributed
the decline largely to
India’s return to the
global basmati market,
which has intensified
competition for Paki-
stan.
Currently,
Pakistan’s basmati
rice is being sold in the
international market
between $1,050 and

$1,275 per ton, while
India s otfermg
basmati rice at around
$900 per ton, making
it more attractive for
international buyers.

Officials said the
increase in global rice
supply and falling
prices have further
weakened the com-
petitiveness of
Pakistan’s rice ex-
ports in international
markets.

The documents
also noted that Paki-
stan is working to
strengthen the position
of its basmati rice glo-
bally. The government
is focusing on the Duty
Drawback of Local

Taxes and Levies
(DLTL) scheme to
support exporters.

Under the policy,
the government aims
to provide reliefto ex-
porters by refunding
local taxes and levies,
in an effort to reduce
the financial burden on
exporters and improve
Pakistan’s competi-
tiveness in global rice
markets.

The Ministry of
Commerce said these
measures are intended
to help Pakistan’s rice
sector regain its share
in the international
market and support
the country’s export
growth.
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Balochistan Announces Temporary Closure of Schools,
Colleges and Universities Until March 23

News Desk:
QUETTA: The Gov-
ernment
Balochistan has an-
nounced the tempo-
rary closure of educa-
tional institutions
across the province as
a precautionary step in
response to the evolv-
ing regional situation
and potential transport
challenges.

According to an
official notification is-
sued by the
Balochistan School
Education Depart-
ment, all public and
private schools across
the province will re-
main closed from
March 9 to March 23,
2026. Authorities said
the decision was taken
to ensure administra-
tive preparedness and
to

closure.

The province-
wide school admission
campaign, the digital
census of schools, and

inati at are

mental guidelines.

In a separate no-
tification, the
Balochistan Colleges,
Higher and Technical

also ordered the clo-

related to transporta-
tion and movement of
students and staff.
The department
clarified that several
ongoing initiatives will
continue despite the

already scheduled will
proceed as planned.
Relevant officials and
administrative staff
have been instructed
to ensure these activi-
ties continue in accor-
dance with depart-

sure of all government
intermediate colleges,
degree colleges, tech-
nical institutes, and
public sector universi-
ties in the province.
Officials said the

decision was taken in
view of the ongoing
conflict in the Middle
East and the possible
disruption in fuel sup-
ply that could affect
transportation and aca-
demic operations.
Under the notifi-
cation, colleges and
universities will re-
main closed from
March 10 to March
23, 2026. During this

period, all academic,
teaching, and adminis-
trative activities at
these institutions will
remain suspended.

he provincial
government said the
measure is aimed at
ensuring public conve-
nience and maintaining
administrative readi-
ness while monitoring
the evolving regional
situation.

BUITEMS Secures EU-Funded Bridge Project Worth
Rs250 Million: Governor Mandokhail

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail said that
Balochistan University
of Information Technol-
ogy, Engineering and
Management Sciences
(BUITEMS) has
achieved a historic mile-
stone by securing a
Bridge Project worth
Rs250 million from the
European Union for the
first time.

He made these re-
marks during a meeting
with Dr. Khalid Hafeez
Shaikh, Vice Chancellor
of BUITEMS, at the
Governor House Quetta.

The  governor
praised the university
administration for sig-
nificantly improving its
performance indicators.
He  noted that
BUITEMS’ ranking
score has increased from
51 percent to 80 percent
compared to last year,
calling it a remarkable
achievement. Governor
Mandokhail ~ com-
mended Vice Chancellor
Dr. Khalid Hafeez Shaikh

ficient.

During the meet-
ing, the governor also
highlighted the progress
of the BUITEMS Zhob
Campus, stating that the
campus is moving for-
ward in terms of both
quality and

and his team for their
dedication and efforts to
enhance the university’s
academic and research
standards

He expressed hope
that in the near future, all
public sector universi
ties in Balochistan will

full-fledged university.
Governor Mandokhail
further stated that the
outstanding perfor-
mance and achieve-
ments of BUITEMS rep-
resent important mile-
stones of progress, suc-
cess, an i to

Higher Education World
University Rankings
2026, making it the only

Balochistan to receive
global ranking recogni-
tion. According to the
governor, this accom-

reflects the

generate new revenue
streams through scien-
tific research and pat-
ents, ultimately becom-
ing financially self-suf-

growth. He added that
if the campus continues
progressing at the same
pace, it may soon be up-
graded to the status of a

serving society. He also
expressed satisfaction
that BUITEMS has been
placed in the global
band 1500 of the Times

university’s strong com-
mitment to quality edu-
cation, research excel-
lence, and institutional
development.

Inquiry Launched into Haleem
Plaza Fire Incident in Quetta

representatives of the

QUETTA: A meeting
to review the investi-
gation into the fire in-
cident at Haleem
Plaza Quetta was held
under the chairman-
ship of Shahzaib Khan
Kakar, Commissioner
of Quetta Division.
The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner
Mehrullah Badini,
Chief Fire Officer of
Quetta Metropolitan
Corporation Abdul
Hagq, Assistant Com-
missioner (Political)

potential lapses in
safety standards.
Commis-
sioner made it clear
that a thorough inves-
tigation will be carried
out, and if any negli-
gence or misconduct is
proven, strict legal ac-

traders’ association,
the chief fire officer,
and other relevant in-
dividuals were also
recorded.
Commissioner
Shahzaib Khan Kakar
directed the con-
cerned authorities to tion will be taken
conduct a comprehen- against those respon-
sive and transparent sible.
investigation to deter- He directed all
mine the exact cause relevant departments
of the fire. to submit their detailed
He instructed the reports before the next
Chief Fire Officer to meeting so that the
submit a detailed re- actual causes of the

incident can be identi-
fied and effective mea-
sures can be taken to
prevent such incidents
in the future.
Additionally, it
was decided to include
officials from the
Quetta Electric Supply
Company in the inves-
tigation to review elec-
tricity-related aspects
and determine
whether any negli-
gence occurred and

Quetta Division Syed
Kaleemullah, Presi-
dent of Anjuman-e-
Tajiran Quetta Abdul
Rahim Kakar, the
owner of Haleem
Plaza, and other con-
cerned officials. Dur-
ing the meeting, par-
ticipants reviewed the
initial situation of the
fire incident, rescue
operations, damages
caused, and prelimi-
nary assessments in
detail. Statements who may be respon-
from the plaza owner, sible.

Deputy Commissioner Launches
‘Clean and Green Quetta Initiative
2026’ with Tree Plantatlon Drlve

QUETTA: Deputy Com-
missioner Mehrullah
Badini officially inaugu-
rated the Clean and
Green Quetta Initiative
2026 by planting a tree
at the Parsi Graveyard
site in Shehbaz Town
Quetta.

The launch marked the
beginning of a major tree
plantation campaign
aimed at making the city
greener and cleaner.
The event was attended
by members of the Ro-
tary Club Quetta, repre-
sentatives of civil soci-
ety, social activists, and
a large number of local
residents.

Participants expressed
their commitment to
supporting the district

port on fire safety ar-
rangements at the
plaza, including the
availability of a
firefighting system,
emergency exit
routes, fire extinguish-
ers, and the response
during the rescue op-
eration. The meeting
also emphasized the
need to examine pos-
sible causes of the
fire, particularly the
absence of fire safety
certification, electric-
ity-related issues, and

vironment for future
generations.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further stated that
the district administra-
tion of Quetta will con-
tinue the tree plantation
drive in phases across
different parts of the
city.

Government institu-

¥
importance of tree plan-
tation.

He announced that un-
der this campaign,
around 10,000 trees will
be planted in different
areas of the city with the
cooperation of citizens,
civil society organiza-
tions, and various ins
tutions.

Badini emphasized that

Security Bunkers and Concrete Wall Project

QUETTA: A review
meeting regarding the
construction of secu-
rity bunkers and a con-
crete wall in the Red
Zone was held under
the chairmanship of
Babar Khan, Secre-
tary of the Communi-
cations and Works
Department
Balochistan, and Lieu-
tenant (R) Imran
Shaukat, DIG Opera-
tions.

The meeting was
attended by several
senior officials, includ-
ing Chief Engineer
Quetta Zone Abdul
Rahim Bangulzai, SE
City Engineer Azhar
Jan, SP Red Zone
Hanan  Achakzai,
Technical Advisor of
the ication:

lenges and ensure the
smooth completion of
the project.

Speaking on the
occasion, Secretary
Communications and
Works Babar Khan
issued clear and strict
directives regarding
the Red Zone security
plan. He emphasized
that in view of the cur-
rent situation, the
Quetta Red Zone is an
extremely sensitive
area where strength-
ening security ar-
rangements is essen-

rity bunkers and a re-
inforced concrete wall
will playa vital role in
protecting sensitive
government buildings
as well as ensuring the
safety of citizens.
DIG Operations
Lieutenant (R) Imran
Shaukat also ad-
dressed the meeting
and stated that the Red
Zone and adjoining
VIP areas are highly
sensitive locations. He
stressed that making
security arrangements
foolproof remains the

tial. He added that the top priority.
rojectinvolving secu- He urged the con-
TENDER NOTICE .L ’L
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and Works Depart-
ment Engineer Ehsan
Dautani, and Engineer
Owais Parvez, along
with other officials.

During the meet-
ing, Engineer Owais
Parvez delivered a de-
tailed briefing on the
progress, technical as-
pects, and construc-
tion phases of the
project. He informed
participants that work
on different phases of
the project is currently
underway.

The meeting was
also briefed about
various challenges
faced during construc-
tion, including security
concerns and adminis-
trative issues.

Participants dis-
cussed several pro-
posals and measures
to address these chal-
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cerned authorities to
accelerate the
completion of the on-
going project so that
enhanced security
measures can be
implemented as soon
as possible.

At the conclusion
of the meeting, Secre-

Reviewed for Quetta Red Zone

tary Communications
and Works Babar
Khan directed officials
to ensure quality,
transparency, and
timely completion of
the project while
strictly adhering to all
technical and security
requirements.

in efforts
tomake Quettaa greener
and environmentally
friendly city.
Addressing the cer-
emony, Deputy Commis-
sioner Mehrullah Badini
said that the Clean and
Green Quetta Initiative
2026 aims to promote en-
vironmentally friendly
activities and raise pub-
lic awareness about the

tions, educational orga-
nizations, social groups,
and citizens will be en-
gaged in the campaign to
transform Quetta into a
clean, green, and envi-
ronmentally pleasant

tree plantation plays a
crucial role in reducing
environmental pollution,
‘mitigating the impacts of
climate change, and im-
proving the urban envi-
ronment.

Heurged all segments of
society to actively par-
ticipate in the campaign
to help provide a
healthier and better en-

POSITION VACANT

city.
At the end of the cer-
emony, participants also
planted various saplings
as part of the campaign.
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Oil prices soar over 25% as Iran war rattles global markets

NEWS DESK:Oil prices
surged more than 25%
on Monday to their
highest levels since mid-
2022 as some major pro-
ducers cut supplies, and
fears of prolonged ship-
ping disruptions gripped
the market due to the ex-
panding US-Israeli war
with Iran.

Energy markets are
particularly nervous be-
cause the crisis is un-
folding around the Strait
of Hormuz, through
which roughly one-fifth
ofthe world's oil supply
normally passes.

isruptions  in
tanker movements and
rising security risks
have already slowed
shipping activity, leav-
ing Asian buyers espe-
cially vulnerable given
their heavy reliance on
Middle Eastern crude.

Brent crude futures
LCOcl were up $24.96 or
27%at $117.65 per bar-
rel at 0451 GMT - on
track for the biggest-
ever jump in asingle day,
while US West Texas In-
termediate (WTI) crude
CLel futures were u
$25.72, or 28.3%,
$116.62.

‘WTI surged 31.4%
to a session high of
$119.48 a barrel earlier
on Monday, while Brent
rose as much as 29% to

$119.50 a barrel. Before
the surge on Monday,
Brent had already
climbed 27% and WTT
by 35.6% last week.
"Unless oil flows
through the Strait of
Hormuz resumes soon
and regional tensions
case, upward pressure the war blocked ship- Khamenei to succeed
on prices s ikelytoper.  ments from the Middie s father Ali Khamenci,

East. Analysts expect
the United Arab Emir-
ates and Saudi Arabia
will have to also cut out-
put soon as they run out
of ol storage.

Also  boosting
prices is the appoint-
ment of Mojtaba

sist," said Vasu Menon,
managing director for
investment strategy at
OCBCin Singapore.
Iraq and Kuwait
have begun cutting oil
output, adding to earlier
liquefied natural gas re-
ductions from Qatar, as

w-e" > ".“
Gu "

tions' facilities, as seen

last week, " he said, pre-

dicting WTIcouldrise to

$120 andthen $130a bar-

rel in a relatively short
iod.

period.

‘Weeks or months of
high fuel prices

The war could leave
consumers and busi-
nesses worldwide facing
weeks or months of
higher fuel prices even
if the week-old conflict
ends quickly, as suppli-
ers grapple with dam-
aged facilities, disrupted
logistics and elevated
nsk: o shipping.

"The next flag will
be whether it eventually
gets to a point where
they have to start shut-
ting in oil wells, which
not only impacts output
even further, but it also
delays a response once
the conflict eases as

sources said on Sunday.
Crude storage has
reached maximum capac-
ity, said an official with
the state-run Basra Oil
Company.

Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation began cut-
ting oil output on Satur-
day and declared force
majeure on shipments,
though it did not say
how much production it
would shut.

Iran's attacks on oil
infrastructure across the
region have continued.
Fujairah Media Office
said fire broke out in the
UAES Fujairah oil indus-
try zone,

resulting from d
bris falling, withno i
ries reported. Saudi
Arabia's Defence Mini
try said on X that it in-
tercepted a drone head-
ing to the Shaybah
oilfield.

Israel's military has
threatened to kill any re-
placement for the de-
ceased Ali Khamenei,
while Trump said the war
might only end once
Iran's military and rulers
had been wiped out.

Meanwhile, as oil
prices surged, US Sen-
ate Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumer called
on Trump to release oil
from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve.

e

n
-‘,\

-f|.

il

That would poten-
tially sustain those
prices for much longer,"
said Daniel Hynes, se-
nior commodity strate-
gistat ANZ.

Iraqi oil production
from its main southern
oilfields has fallen by
70% to just 1.3 million
barrels per day as the
country is unable to ex-
port oil via the Strait of
Hormuz due to the Iran
war,

as Iran's supreme leader,
signalling that hardliners
remain firmly in charge
in Tehran, a week into its
conflict with the United
States and Israel.

"With the appoint-
ment of the late leader's
son as Iran's new leader,
US President Donald Hormuz and attacks on
Trump's goal of regime  other oil-producing na- three industry

change in Iran has be-
come more difficult,"
said Satoru Yoshida, a
commodity analyst with
Rakuten Securities.
"That view acceler-
ated buying, as Iran is
expected to continue its.
closure of the Strait of

CORPORATE WINDOW: Saving
up on transportation costs

NEWS DESK:The on-
going Middle East cris
coupled with the Pak-
Afghan war and an in-
crease in fuel prices is
unlikelyto give any ma-
jor hit to the sales of
two-wheelers.

As the twin con-
flicts wage on, auto mak-
ers fear disruptions and
shipping delays in the
arrival of imported parts,
logistic congestion,
high freight and war risk
charges and increased
transportation cost ow-
ing to the hike in high-
speed diesel rate, now
fixed at Rs335.86 per li-
tre, as of last Saturday.  the demand for used

The above crisis bikes may further crawl
may push up prices of up.
imported raw material,
thus forcing the assem-
blers to raise prices of
two-wheelers. However,
market people maintain
that despiterising prices,
motorcycles may con-
tinue to remain an afford-
able option for the buy-
ers towards fuel and
time saving compared to
‘moving into four-wheel-
ers and public and pri-
vate transport.In the last
few years, car owners
have already started
keeping a 70—150cc bike
in their houses and bun-
galows. A further rise in
petrol price may push

However, demand
for two wheelers has al-
ways remained upbeat in
difficult times, espe-
ciallywhen car prices go
up. Prospects of good
bike sales still exist in the
upcoming months in
view of a massive rise in
imports of parts and ac-
cessories bybike assem-
blers despite claims of
record high localisation.
Import of complete and
semi_knocked down
(CKD) kits by the two-
wheeler assemblers has
swelled by 74 per cent to
$43m in TMFY26 from
$25min the same period
last fiscal.Consumers
feel that motorcycles are
still a better option in
reaching their destina-
tions amid deteriorating
road infrastructure and
dearth of public and pri-
vate transport especially
in Karachi. However, ris-
ing cases of bike snatch-
ing and stealing of new
and used bikes haunt
bike buyers in Karachi.

Atlas Honda Lim-
ited (AHL), the manufac-
turer of Japan’s Honda
bikes, has continued to
break new sales records
since September 2025
amid the exit of Japan’s
‘Yamaha motorcycle last
year Despite high prices,
AHL sold a record

more car owners to keep
anew or aslightly older
model to save the cost
of running on higher en-
gine capacity cars and
sports utility vehicles.
As fuel costs rise,
market personnel be-
lieve two-wheeler de-
mand will remain strong
as the only form of af-
fordable transport
In this situation, the
dcmand for 70cc bikes
may further go up. The
prices of second hand
bikes are already high
due to higher prices of
new bikes. After fresh
petrol price shocks —

157,059 units in Jdnudry
2026. The bike giant’s
total sales in 7TMFY26
surged to 945,801 units
from 703,226 units in the
same period last fiscal
year, Sales of other as-
semblers like Japan’s
Suzuki and Chinese bike
maker, United Motor-
cycle, stood at 20,282
and 101,703 units as
compnred 013,910 and
80,370 in the above
period.Sales of some
Chinese bike assemblers
have improved while
others have been strug-
gling for their survival as
they failed in providing
a quality bike. As per
data of large scale manu-
facturing, the country’s
overall bike production
during July-December
FY26 rose by4lpeto 1.9
million units from
774,461 in the same pe-
riod last fiscal.

That said, the petrol
price hike may not help
in reviving electric bike
sales in a big way due to
their higher prices and
other issues. Only per
cent of petrol engine
buyers have shifted to-
wards e-bikes, while the
share of e-bikes being
purchased by young
girls also stands at 1pc
of the lola] two-wheeler
market

Bike sales also de-
pend a lot on rural buy-
ing based on better
crops like wheat, cotton,
rice and sugarcane. A
good crop is enough for
the growers to replace
an old bike with new
one.Bike sector expert,
Mohammad  Sabir
Sheikh said that there is
no denying the fact that
the Afghan-Pakistan
and Iran-USA-Israel
wars have shattered the
buyers sentiments as
the footfall of buyers in
the markets has slowed
down, leaving traders
frustrated also.

Bloodbath at PSX as KSE-100
slides over 11,000 points

NEWSDESK:
Pakistan’s benchmark
KSE-100 index plum-
meted 11,015.96 points
on Monday, closing
deep in the red.

The decline 0f6.99
per cent from the pre-
vious  close  of
157,496.10 points
dragged the index
down to 146,480.14
pomts by the closing

bell.

Pakistan Stock Ex-
change said the halt
was triggered when the
KSE-30 index fell 5pc
from the previous
day’s close. In accor-
dance with PSX regu-
lations, all equity-based
markets were
suspended. When trad-
ing resumed, the index
fell further, recording a
decline of 13,157.62
points before making a
brief recovery ahead of
the close.

The sell-off seen

surge in global oil
prices, which have
weighed heavily on in-
vestor sentiment.

The latest slide fol-
lows a particularly tur-
bulent week for the
market, with heigh
ened volatility reflec
ing investor concerns
over external risks and
macroeconomic
uncertainty. According
to Reuters, oil prices
surged around 25pc on
Monday to their high-
est since mid-2022.
on Monday comes Brent is on track
amid escalating geopo- ?for a record one-da
litical tensions and a gain, while gold fell 2pc

as escalating geopoliti-
cal tensions are putting
particular pressure on
world energy supplies.
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is ex-
pected to unveil an aus-
terity plan on Monday
in view of the global
fuel crisis.
Last week, the
government increased
the prices of petrol and
high-speed diesel by
Rs55 per litre, the high-
est-ever such hike, as
the country felt the first
direct economic im-
pacts of the ongoing
regional conflict.

At close, trading
volume ~ stood  at
378,012,095 shares,
with a total value of
Rs33,004,278,586.

The  market’s
heaviest movers were
led by K-Electric Lim-
ited, which tumbled
7.81pc to Rs7.20 on
127,469,387 shares.
First National Equities
Limited saw a sharper
dmp,plungmg 12.21pe

1.15 on
33,608,420 shares,
while The Bank of
Punjab  slumped
10.01pc to Rs25.45 on
33,386,862 shares.

Trading was tem-
porarily halted around
9:20am after the index
dropped  9,780.15
points, prompting a
market suspension.

A notice from the

SBP holds policy rate at 10.5%
amid Gulf war

NEWS DESK:The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP)'s  Monetary
Policy Committee
(MPC) has decided to
maintain the policy rate
unchanged at 10.5%
following its meeting
on March 9, 2026. The
decision aligns closely
with market expecta-
tions and recent analyst
surveys amid heigh
ened regional geopolif
cal tensions.

The hold comes as
the second MPC meet-
ing of the calendar year
2026, following the
January 26 meeting,
where the rate was also
kept steady at 10.5%
despite earlier expecta-
tions of easing.

The latest stance
reflects caution over
potential imported infla-
tion pressures from
surging global energy
prices, triggered by the
US-Iran tensions that
have driven Brent
crude up sharply to
around $108 per barrel.
Following the suit, the
Pakistani government
also increased petrol
prices by Rs55 per li-
tre, bringing the new
price to Rs321.17 per
litre.

A pre-MPC survey
by Topline Securities
(released March 6,
2026) captured strong

This  cautious
pause is seen as sup-
port for ongoing mac-
roeconomic stability
efforts, building on
prior rate reductions
(including the 50 bps
cut to 10.5% in De-
cember 2025), while
allowing time to moni-
tor energy price dy-
namics, domestic in-
flation trends, and ex-
ternal account resil-
ience.

The SBP
emphasised in its pre-
vious many PMC state-
ments a balanced ap-
proach to safeguarding
price stability while
nurturing sustainable
growth recovery.

observed in 6-month T-
bill and KIBOR vyields
leading up to the deci-
sion.
Looking ahead,
60% foresaw the
policy rate remaining at
10% (or close to cur-
rent levels) by June
2026, while 58% pro-
jected average CPI in-
flation around 7% and
PKR/USD stability in
the 280-285 range.
However, prolonged
conflict could exacer-
bate currency pres-
sures, fuel inflation,
and potentially force

consensus for status
quo: 92% of respon-
dents had anticipated
no change to the policy
rate, a notable shift
from the January poll,
where many had ex-
pected cuts.

Key factors cited
included a 25% spike in
Brent oil prices and
corresponding global
diesel price jumps of
37-49%, raising con-
cerns for oil-import-
dependent Pakistan.

62% of survey par-
ticipants expected the
regional turmoil to per-
sist for 2-5 weeks. future rate adjustments
Market reactions upward if imported
showed caution, with cost pressures inten-
58-85 bps increases sify.

Qil soars 25pc, gold drops as Iran
war jolts global commodity markets

NEWS DESK:Oil prices
surged around 25 per
cent on Monday to their
highest since mid-2022,
with Brent on track ?for
a record one-day gain,
while gold fell 2pcas an
escalating Iran war
squeezed world energy
supplies, boosted the
dollar and dampened
hopes of interest-rate
cuts.

Agriculture mar-
kets, led by edible oils,
rose as they took their
cue from oil prices due
to the extensive use ?of
vegetable oils in making
biofuels. Aluminium
firmed on supply wor-
ries even as other met-
als faced headwinds
from ?a stronger dollar.

“The violent reac-
tion stems from the mar-
Kets seeing no obvious
offramp in the escalating
“?Middle East conflict,
now a high-stakes
standoff where neither
side appears willing to
blink first,” Tony Sy-
camore, IG ‘market %ana-
lyst, said in a note.

“The risk of more
lasting economic dam-
age continues to build

s biggest one-day
gain ever in both per-
centage and ?absolute
terms as the expanding
US-Israeli war with Iran
led some major Middle
Eastern oil producers to
cut supplies, and ?on
fears of prolonged
ruption to shipping
through the Strait of
Hormuz chokepoint.

Brent crude futures
climbed to a high of
$119.50 per barrel 2, and
US ?West Texas Inter-
mediate  (WTI) to
$119.48a barrel.

«...the situation ap-
pears to be deteriorating
fi

cu( expectations likely
strengthened US yields
and the dollar, out-
weighing safe-haven de-
mand and pushing gold
down.

Aluminium jumps
on supply disruptions
luminium soared

In agricultural mar-
Kets, Malaysian palm ol
rose 9pc, and Chicago
soybean oil climbed to
its highest since late
2022, buoyed by ?the
crude oil rally. Wheat
2rose to its highest
2since June 2024, and
corn prices hit a 10-
month hi

Gold fell more than
2pc as a stronger dollar
weighed on greenback-
priced bullion, while
higher energy costs fu-
elled inflation concerns
and further ?dimmed the
prospects for near-term
reductions in interest

s
East war intensified.

Benchmark three-
month aluminium on the
London ?Metal Ex-
change hit its highest
ince March 2022 at
$3,544 per ton.

Qatari  smelter

by the day. ther,” ING dnalyst; rates. Qatalum and Aluminium
Iran on Monday said in a note. “In addi- The dollar hovered Bahrain have already
named Mojtaba tion, upstream oil pro- nearathree-month ?high declared force majeure

duction has started to
shut in, with producers
fdcmg storage con-
straints. Iraq, Kuwait,
and the UAE began re-
ducing oil production.”

Khamenei ?to succeed
his father, Ali Khamenei
as Supreme Leader.
Soaring oil lift
vegoils, grains
Brent was on track

on shipments amid rising
?tensions in the M:ddlc
East.

Other base metals
were weighed down by
afirmer dollar.

hit last ?week, making
bullion more expensive
for holders of other cur-
rencies.

Oil-driven inflation
fears and delayed rate-
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Unstoppable India target Olympic gold after
makmg World Cup history

NEWS DESK:India
captain Suryakumar
Yadav said gold in
2028 on cricket’s re-
turn to the Olympics
was the country’s
next big aim after ex-
tending their T20
domination with back-
to-back World Cup
titles.Co-hosts India

hammered New
Zealand by 96 runs in
the final in

Ahmedabad on Sun-
day to be the first team
to retain the T20
World crown and first
to win it three times.

It was also the
first time a team have
won the title on home
soil, and they did it with
a brand of fearless, at-
tacking cricket.

“It has been very
special,” Suryakumar
told reporters at a
celebratory midnight
press conference, as
fans across the coun-
try flooded into the
streets.“And definitely
the next goal is Olym-
pics, Olympic gold, and
also the T20 World
Cup that year.”

Los Angeles 2028

Kohli retired from the
shortest format after
the final against Soulh
Africa,

Sur}mkumar look over
as captain.“T think that

will see cricket return  Cup two years ago in
to the Olympics for Barbados for their first
the first time since major title since the
1900.Led by then-cap- 2013 Champions
tain Rohit Sharma, In- Trophy.Rohit and fel-
diawon the T20 World low stalwart Virat

crowd. We want to
continue doing that ...
and never stop.”

India won the 50-
over World Cup in
2011 at home under
MS Dhoni, who led
the team to a T20
World Cup in the inau-
gural edition in 2007.

After that was a
comparative drought
in the biggest events
* by India’s sky-high
standards. Two-time
World Cup winner
Gautam Gambhir, who
succeeded  Rahul
Dravid as coach after
the 2024 World Cup
win, wants to carve
out his own legacy.

“Idon’t believe in
inheriting anything, 1
believe in creating
something,”  said
Gambhir, who has not
always been univer-
sally popular with fans
and pundits as the
coach.

“And hopefully
we’ve created some-
thing which probably
all of you guys could
be proud of, the kind
of brand of cricket
we’ve played.”

wonderful journey
since then.”

drought endedin2024  ferent brand of cricket
after areally longtime in 2024 and from
and from there we there we understood Suryakumar
never looked back,” how this teamneeds to added: “We wanted to
said the 35-year-old. ~ work (going) forward. do something special

“We played a dif- “And it’s been a in front of the home

Southampton strike late to dump
Fulham out of FA Cup

NEWSDESK:
Southampton became
the first non Premier
League club toreach the
quarter-finals of this
season’s FA Cup with a

half-time.In a breathless
second period, Callum
Doy-le put the Welsh
team back ahead again in
the 78th minute, only for
Josh Ach

chances, including one
for Azaz that was bril-
liantly saved by Fulham
keeper  Benjamin
Lecomte who had earlier
done well to deny Tom

nal, Manchester City,
Chelsea and Liverpool in
the hat for the quarter-
finals.On Saturday,
Chelsea battled past 10~
man Wrexham and
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PM announces Rs1.5m reward
for each hockey player after
World Cup qualification

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif

support the develop-
ment of hockey in Paki-
stan," the statement

verance and sporting
excellence.”

and end an eight-year
wait for World Cup quali-

1-0 victory at Fulham
that was sealed by a late
penalty on Sunday.

The game looked as
though it was heading
for extra time when Finn
Azaz was brought down
in the area by Joachim
Andersen and substi-
tute Ross Stewart con-
verted from the spot.

It was no more than
Championship side
Southampton deserved
as they made the better

Fellows. Their players
wore a yellow commemo-
rative Kit to mark 50 years
since they wore the same
shirts when Bobby
Stokes’ sealed the
nsecond-tier
Southampton’s shock
1976 FA Cup final win
against Manchester
United at Wembley.
Southampton join a
powerful-looking quar-
tet already through to
the last eight with Arse-

moved into the last eight
after a 4-2 win but only
after a mig-hty scare
against the second-tier
side, who twice took the
lead at the Racecourse
Ground.
Hollywood-owned
Wrexham, watched by
actors Ryan Reynolds
and Rob McElhenney,
went ahead through Sam
Smith but the visitors
ew level courtesy of an
own goal shortly before

equalise four minutes
later. The game changed
complexion  when
Wrexham midfielder
George Dobson was
sent off in stoppage time
and Chelsea winger
Alejandro Garnacho
volleyed home in the
first period of extra time
before substitute Joao
Pedro’s late strike added
gloss to the scoreline.
Meanwhile on Sat-
urday, Manchester City
shrugged off 10 changes
to their starting line-up
to crush Newcastle
United 3-1 and reach the
FA Cup quarter-finals.
The home side be-
gan strongly at St
James’ Park and took a
deserved lead when
Harvey Barnes finished
smartly after being
found by Sandro Tonali.
City were level in
the 39th minute in bizarre
fashion when Jeremy
Doku’s dangerous bail
behind the defence ran
all the way to Savinho.

Russia wins ﬁrst Paralympic gold

NEWS DESK: Rus-
sia won its first Win-
ter Paralympic gold
medal under its own
flag since 2014 as
skier Varvara
Voronchikhina was
crowned women's su-
per-G standing cham-
pion on Monday in
Cortina.

Despite Russia's
ongoing war with
Ukraine, the Interna-
tional Paralympic
Committee (IPC) has
allowed six Russian
athletes and four from
their allies Belarus to
represent their coun-
tries, accompanied by
their national flags,
rather than competing
as neutrals.

"It's so special for
me because it's my
first Paralympic
Games and it's my
dream since I was a
child," Voronchikhina
told reporters after
collecting her medal.

"And when T see
my flag, it's so special

Russia and
Belarus were then
banned from the 2022
Paralympics following
the invasion of
Ukraine, although they
were permitted to
compete as neutral
athletes in the Paris
Summer Paralympics
two years later.

Voronchikhina

pia delle Tofane piste
on Monday to claim
top spot. Sweden's
Ebba Aarsjoe was
third.
"Congratulations
Varvara

tering of applause as
the gold medal was
placed around her
neck, before the play-
ing of the national an-
them and raising of the
Russian flag were
greeted with a re-
spectful silence.
During Friday's
opening ceremony in
Verona, representa-

to
Voronchikhina on
Russia's first gold
medal in the super-G
at the Milan-Cortina
Paralympics," Russia's

and amazing." sports minister Mikhail tives of the Russian said Saturday, after
Already a bronze Degtyarev posted on team were booed by finishing third in the
medallist last week- Telegram. some spectators as downhill, that four

"The Russian an-
them is playing," he
added of the podium
ceremony, which took
place at the end of
Monday's super-G
events.

end, when she claimed
Russia's first podium
appearance at a Win-
ter Games in 12 years,
23-year-old
Voronchikhina beat
Frenchsilver medallist

they paraded behind
the country's flag.
Russia was
banned from the 2018
Games due to a dop-
ing scandal, although
some athletes were

years ago she was in
Beijing ready to com-
pete before Russia
was suspended by the
IPC."For me it was re-
ally, really sad and 1
hope in these Games

Aurelie Richard by
1.96sec on the Olym-

T will be better and it
will be," she added.

‘Voronchikhina re-
ceived a polite smat-

permitted to compete
under neutral colours.

on Monday
cash rewards of?1.5 mil-
lion for each player of
the national hockey
team in recognition of
their performance in the
World Cup Qualifiers,
according to a state-
ment released by the
ane Minister’s Office.

The move
recognises the players’
dedication and hard
work and is intended to

Pakistan qualified
for the Hockey World
Cup 2026 after defeating
Japan in the semi-final of
ticipation in the qualifi- the World Cup qualify-
ers had generated wide- ing tournament on Fri-
spread  excitement da;
among hockey fans
across the country.
Itadded that the an-
nouncement should be
seen "as a boost for ath-
letes", underlining the
“"importance of perse-

fication. They eventu-
ally lost to England 4-1
in the final of the
qualifiers.The tourna-
ment is scheduled to be-
gin on August 14 this
year in Belgium and the
Netherlands.

Pakistan had failed
to qualify for the previ-
ous edition of the World
Cup and last secured a
place in the tournament
in2018.

added.
The statement said
the national team’s par-

Y.

The Men in Green
continued their un-
beaten run in the tour-
nament, securing a 4-3
victory over Japan in
Egypt to confirm their
place in the global event

White House UFC event to be
headlined by Topuria-Gaethje

NEWS DESK:An Ulti-
mate Fighting Champi-
onship event to be
staged on the White
House's South Lawn in
June will he headlined
by Ilia Topuria and Jus-
tin Gaethje, the UFC an-
nounced Saturday.

The lightweight
championship clash will
top a bill of six fights set
to take place on the US
Flag Day holidayand the
80th birthday of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who
is an avowed UFC fan.

The June 14 event
has been dubbed "UFC
Freedom 250," in refer-
ence to the United
States' 250th anniver-
sary celebrations this
summer. Topuria is one of
the UFC's top rated
fighters and a double-
weight champion who
has won all 17 of his
fights.A former feather-
weight champion, he
earned the lightweight
belt last year by knock-
ing out Brazil's Charles
Oliveira before tempo-
rarily stepping away
from the sport for per-
sonal reasons.

Born in Germany to
Georgian refugee par-
ents, Topuria moved to
Spain as a teenager, and
has both Georgian and
Spanish citizenship.

In Topuria's UFC
absence, Arizona native
Gaethje won an interim
lightweight title, but will

now have a chance to
capture the undisputed
championship.

The 37-year-old

American has a 27-5
record in UFC.
Trump has said a
stadium for more than
100,000 people would be
constructed in front of
the White House for the
fight, although organiz-
ers have since said the
event s expected to host
some 3,000 to 4,000
people at the heart of
Washington DC.

Large screens to
view the event are ex-
pected to be raised in
other places near the
White House for larger
crowds to watch the
show.The event was
originally announced for
July4, which is Indepen-

dence Day in the US,
before being moved to
Trump's birthday. The
Republican president
has also unveiled plans
for an IndyCar race on
the streets of Washing-
ton tomark the 250than- 2024 US election -- and
niversary of the Trump's long associa-
country' tion with the UFC have
independence.UFC is made the president a
the largest and most regular fixture at some of
successful organization its more high-profile
in the burgeoning world events, where he is
of MMA, a blend of mar-  greeted like a rock star.
tial arts dxsclplmes like Its brutal nature and
jitsu, kickboxing, box- high injury rate mean the
ing and wrestling. sport is controversial,
Bouts take place in - with doctors decrying
an eight-sided ring - the potential for brain
dubbed "The Octagon” damage amongst fight-
bounded by a ers who are repeatedly
chainlink fence. hit in the head, though
With few excep- it has gained increasing
tions -- such as eye- mainstream acceptance
gouging -- male and fe- in recent years.

‘male fighters are allowed
to employ almost any
technique to attack their
opponent.

The sport's popu-
larity with young men --
akey demographic in the
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Pak Navy launches 'Operatlon
Mubhafizul Bahr' against threats to
shipping, trade amid Mideast crisis

NEWS DESK:The
Pakistan Navy on
Monday launched Op-
eration Muhafiz-ul-
Bahr to counter "mul-
tidimensional threats to
national shipping and
maritime trade" amid
the ongoing Middle
East crisis, the
military’s media wing
said.

Tensions in the
Middle East escalated
sharply after US and
Israeli air strikes last
week assassinated
Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei and several
senior officials, trig-
gering a wave of re-
taliation from Tehran
and widening the con-
flict across the region.
In response to the
strikes, Iran launched
retaliatory attacks on
US military bases in
several Gulf countries,
significantly expanding
the scope of the con-
frontation.

The conflict has
already led to the sus-
pension of around a
fifth of global crude

and natural gas supply,
as Tehran targets
ships in the vital Strait
of Hormuz between
its shores and Oman,
and attacks energy in-
frastructure across
the region.

A press release
from the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR) issued today
said:

"In view of the
evolving regional mari-
time security environ-
ment and potential dis-
ruptions to critical sea
lanes, Pakistan Navy
has launched Opera-
tion Muhafiz-ul-Bahr
to counter multidimen-
sional threats to na-
tional shipping and
maritime trade."

It said the initia-
tive aimed to ensure
the uninterrupted flow
of national energy sup-
plies and the security
of sea lines of com-
munication (SLOCs).

The ISPR further
stated that with ap-
proximately 90% of
Pakistan’s trade con-
ducted via sea, the op-

cration aimed to en-
sure that vital sca
routes remained "safe,
secure and uninter-
rupted"

“PN escort opera-
tions are being con-
ducted in close coor-
dination with the Pa-
kistan National Ship-
ping Corporation.

PN is fully cogni-
zant of the prevailing
maritime situation and
is actively monitoring
and controlling the
movement of mer-
chant vessels to en-
sure their safe and se-
cure transit,” it said.

The ISPR said the
navy ships were cur-
rently escorting two
merchant vessels, one
of which was sched-
uled to arrive in
Karachi today.

“Pakistan Navy
remains fully prepared
to respond to emerg-
ing maritime security
challenges and is com-
mitted to ensuring the
safety of national ship-
ping and regional mari-
time sccurity,” it
added.

Pakistan urges nationals
in Iran to register for
swift repatriation

NEWSDESK:
Pakistan's ambassador
to Iran, Muhammad
Mudassir Tipu, issued
an appeal on Monday
for Pakistani nationals
in the country to regis-
ter with the embassy in
mediately for repatria-
tion, warning that secur-
ing transportation has
become increasingly dif-
ficult amid the ongoing
conflict in the region.

Tn a post on X, the
ambassador said the
embassy was facing
mounting logistical
hurdles in arranging de-
partures. "It is_getting
very hard to find the
buses due to ongoing
challenges here," he
wrot

e.

Calling on nation-
als who wish to return,
Tipu requested them to
register with the em-
bassy immediately so

that their departure may
be planned without any
further delay.

1 particularly call
on our nationals in Qom
to cooperate with us in
theirimmediate repatria-
tion," the ambassador
wrote.The call comes
amid escalating tensions
in the Middle East as the
United States and Isracl
continue their strikes
against Iran, with the Is-
lamic Republic attacking
US military bases in the
region. On February 28,

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif chaired a
high-level review meet-
ing regarding the over-
all security situation in
the country following
the attacks.

He subsequently
directed the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to take
all necessary steps to
ensure the safe repatria-

tion of Pakistanis
stranded in Iran,

Many Pakistanis,
including students, pil-
grims, tourists, and trad-

PMD warns winds could carry pollutants from Iran,
worsen air quality in western parts of Pakistan

NEWS DESK:The Paki-
stan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) on
Monday cautioned that
the pollution resulting
from the recent US-Is:
raeli attacks on Iran’s oil
sites could worsen air
quality in western parts
of the country.

“Due to [the] recent
situation in Iran, the
winds may carry pollut-
ants and deteriorate air
quality in the western
parts of the country,”
read a press release is-
sued by the PMD.

Iran, Pakistan’s
western neighbour, has
been embroiled in a war
with the United States
and Israel since the
latter’s February 28
strikes that assassinated
its supreme leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei.

Major airstrikes on P e
Tehran’s refineries and  tioning that the “signifi- 'lerly wave lhat was Monday evening to in Islamabad and upper
fuel depots on March 7 cant quantities of toxic to approach on Monday March 12. parts of the country dur-
plunged the Iranian capi- hydrocarbons, sulfur evening and persist un- On March 10 and  ing the forecast period,”
tal into a toxic gloom as  and nitrogen oxides” re-  til March 12. 11, “light rain-wind/ the statement added.
black, oily rain fell on leased could cause The PMD said thunderstorm” was likely Listing the possible
Sunday. chemical burns and lung  “partly cloudy to cloudy in Khyber, Mohmand, impacts, the Met Office

In Tehran, the sun damage. weather conditions with Peshawar, ~ Swabi, said daytime tempera-
was blotted out by thick Further strikes by chances of moderate Mardan, Charsadda, tures were expected to
black smoke billowing the US and Israel hit five rain-wind-thunderstorm Nowshera, Bajaur, decrease by three to four
from oil facilities that oil facilities in andnear (few heavy falls at Bannu, Waziristan, degrees Celsius in the
continued to smoulder. ~ Tehran, according to an ~times)” Orakzai, Kurram, Kohat, ~country’s upper parts.

CNN correspon- official with the National were expected in Hanguand Mianwali. It warned that land-
dent Frederik Pleitgen Iranian Oil Products Dis-  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s According to PMD,  slides may occur in vul-
described the scene at tribution Company. Dir, Kohistan, Chitral, “rain-wind/thunder- nerable areas of upper
Tehran’s Shahran oil de- Showers expected Swat, Shangla, storm” was expected in  KP, GB and AJK during
pot as “apocalyptic”, inupper parts Battagram, Buner, Islamabad, the Potohar the period.
adding that “breathing In its press release, Malakand, Mansehra, region, Murree, Galliyat The PMD advised
the air feels quite toxic™. the PMD predicted that Abbottabad and and surroundings from tourists to avoid unnec-

The Iranian Red rain and thunderstorms Haripur.It predicted the Monday night to March essary travelling and
Crescent  Society were likelyin the upper ~same for Gilgit-Baltistan 11 with occasional gaps. urged farmers to manage
warned civilians of se- parts of the country un- (GB) and Azad Jammu “Hailstorm at iso- their crops according to
vere health risks, cau- der the influence of a and Kashmir (AJK) from lated places isalso likely ~the prevailing weather.

Registration of more displaced persons
from Tirah begins today

NEWS DESK:Theregis- provide them the status bazaar where theincom- ligence-based Shalobar,Zakhakhel and
tration of internally dis-  of IDPs with all the fa- ing families of Akkakhel operations.They said other surrounding locali-

placed persons of the cilities whichwere earlier would be registered.  that a number innocent ties of Tirah valley in
Akkakhel tribe in Tirah  provided to other tribes The statement ad- tribesmen had lost their December and January.

valley will start from to-  from Tirah. vised families from other  lives while their houses ‘With no temporary
day (Monday), the di: Akkakhel Qaumi ~fribes not o g0 to the (oo were damaged in arrangement for the
trict administration an- Council seeks protec- newl regis- such ions. Tirah IDPs at govern-
nounced on Sunday . tion from militant groups tration centre as only They informed the ment level, majority of

he announcement ~ assembled in theirarea  families from Akkakhel ~authorities concerned the displaced families
was made in light of  Thedistrictadmin- tribe  would  be thatasizeable numberof have either settled with
growing  concerns istration said in a state- registered. The Akkakhel ~ the armed terrorists had host communities in
among the Akkakhel ment issued from elders had carlier ex- taken refuge in the bor- Bara or had rented
about the rapidly dete- Khyber House that a pressed their serious deringarcas with Orakzai ~houses in the suburbs of
riorating security n their registration centre has concern over the grow- after thousands of fami- Peshawar and Jamrud.

region,  bordering been established at the ing incidents of collat- lies left their houses in  The district admin-
Orakzai district. Al-Haaj marketnear Bara  eral damage duringintel- Malakdin ~ Khel, istration has, mean-

The  Akkakhel while, started distribut-
Qaumi Council in their ing monetary package of
meeting on March 3 had Rs. 250,000 among the
demanded of the secu- carlier arrived families

rity officials and the dis-
trict administration to
either tak itive mea-

while relying on data
compiled from Nadra

ers, h d home
from Iran through the
Taftan and Gwadar bor-
der crossings in
Balochistan, while Paki-
stani missions in Saudi
Arabia launched round-
the-clock helplines and
deployed teams at major
airports to assist travel-
lers as the conflict con-
tinues to spill into the
wider Gulfregion.

n has continued
to fire missiles at Israel
carly Monday, in the
name of the Islamic
Republic's new Supreme
Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei, who was se-
lected to succeed his
slain father despite
threats by the US and
Israel to target him next.

Rising jet fuel prices to push
Pakistan airfares up by 20-30%

and polio vaccination
campaigns.

However, hundreds
of the families from dif-
ferent tribes insisted
that they were yet to re-
ceive the pro-mised
grant as their nam--es
could not be mat-c-hed
with either Nadra or the
polio vaccination record.

K-P cuts fuel allowance by 25% as cabinet unveils
two-month conservation plan amid Mideast crisis

NEWS DESK:The penditures could help
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa provide relief to the
(K-P) government on public.He criticised the
Monday introduced a traditional approach of
two-month fuel conser- placing the burden of
vation plan, slashing economic sacrifices on
fuel allowances for offi- ordinary citizens.

cial vehicles by 25% “In Pakistan, the
amid the global encrgy public is always tar-
crisis triggered by the geted when sacrifices
US-Israel conflict in- are required. This atti-
volving Iran. tude must change,” CM

This move came as Afridi said.

part of broader national The chief minister
efforts to manage fuel re- also referred to policies
sources prudently amid during the tenure of
reports of supply chain former prime minister
strains, rising global Imran Khan, saying that
crude prices and re- reliefhad been provided
gional tensions affect- to the public and busi-

sures against the militant
groups assembled in
their area, or arrange for
their prompt evacuation
as they felt threatened
due to the presence of
armed groups.

They had also de-
manded of the con-
cerned authorities to

A

ing imports through key
routes.

Federal authorities
maintained that domes-
tic petroleum stocks re-

months on the direc-
tives of Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi,” he said.
He added that, as
part of the initiative, the

also approved the intro-
duction of a 50% work-
from-home policy for
government offices in an
effort to reduce fuel

hoarding.

The provincial gov-
emment will also ensure
the availability of diesel
for farmers and wheat

nesses despite the glo-
bal COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Afridi said the pro-
vincial government

NEWS DESK: The ongo-
ing conflict between
Iran and the United
States, and Israel has
driven up global petro-
leum prices, with a direct
impact on aviation fuel
costs and airfare ex-
pected to go up in the
coming days.
According to
sources at Pakistan State
Oil, the price of jet fuel
has surged from ?188.93
per litre to 2342.32 per li-
tre, marking an increase
of ?153.39 per litre fol-
lowinga 255 per litre rise
in general petroleum
products.

The increase is ex-
pected to force domes
tic and international air-
lines to raise airfares by
20% on domestic routes
and up to 30% on inter-
national routes. Some
airlines have already
submitted proposals to
their finance depart-
ments, and fares are
likely to rise within the
next one or two days.

Fares from Lahore,
Karachi, and Islamabad
to London could in-
crease by up to
100,000, while tickets
to Paris, Istanbul, New
York, and Toronto may

rise by 780,000-150,000.
Global petroleum
prices are showinga
ing trend, suggesting
that international air
travel will become more
expensive. In Pakistan,
more than a dozen air-
lines have prepared to
increase fares, which
could deliver a financial
shock to Pakistanis trav-
elling from abroad dur-
ing the Eid holidays.
Higher jet fuel
prices will also increase
airlines’ operational
costs, placing an addi-
tional financial burden
on passengers.

main adequate for cur- cabinet decided that consumption. harvesting operations.  would oppose any deci-

rent needs, while urging  meetings within govern- In addition, the “The provincial sion that placed addi-
measures to prevent ment swould government decided to will imple- tional financial pressure
hoarding and promote be conducted entirely significantly limit the ment fuel-saving and on citizens.
conservation at provin- through virtual plat- use of vehicles and heli- economic protection He also reviewed
cial levels. forms. It also approved copters under VIP pro- policies without placing the Ehsaas Ramazan
According to Spe- a 25% reduction in fuel tocol, while banningun- an additional burdenon Dastarkhwan
cial Assistant to the allowances for official necessary official cer- the public,” Jan said. programme, saying dis-

Chief Minister on Infor-  vehicles. emonies and govern- Addressing the trict administrations and
‘mation and Public Rela- Jan said that with ment dinners as part of provincial cabinet meet- members of the provin-
tions Shafi Jan, the pro-  this decision, the over- broader austerity mea- ing, CM Afridi said au- cial assembly were run-
vincial government ap- all reduction in fuel al- sures. thorities must take steps  ning the initiative effec-
proved a “Fuel Conser- lowances would reach Jan said the cabinet  toshield the public from  tively.
vation and Responsible  50%, as a 25% cut had had also proposed keep- the economic burden The chief minister
Governance Initiative™ already been in place ing educational institu- created by increasing added that a large num-
aimed at reducing fuel ~since the COVID-19 pe- tions closed on Fridays fuel costs. ber of deserving people
consumption and pro- riod. to reduce fuel consump- He stressed that in  were benefitting from
moting the efficient use However, police, tion, with virtual classes  difficult economic con- the initiative.
of government re- rescue services and prioritised. ditions, rulers and state He directed authori-
sources. other law enforcement He added that institutions should be ties to establish Ehsaas
“Under the plan, agencies will be exempt petrol pumps would be  the first to reduce their Mazdoor Shelters at di-
fuel-saving measures from the fuel reduction monitored onadailyba- privileges, adding that visional headquarters
will be implemented for policy. sis and strict action reducing official proto- for  daily = wage
an initial period of two He said the cabinet would be taken against col and government ex- labourers.




