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Fiber Internet for 1,100 Schools, 100, 000 OOSC
Re-Enrolled: CM Bugti Rev1ews PSDP

QASEEM SHAH:

The Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
reviewed Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP)
projects, including the installa-
tion of fibre-optic internet for
1,100 schools, employment op-
portunities for 60,000 youth,
classrooms for 4,000 schools,
and enrollment of 100,000 out-
of-school children.

CM Balochistan chaired a
high-level meeting at the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat on
Thursday to review th(.

During the briefing, offi-
cials informed the meeting that
the project to provide fiber-
optic internet to 1,100 educa-
tional institutions across
Balochistan is progressing rap-
idly and is expected to be com-
pleted within the next six
months. The initiative aims to
promote digital education,
online learning, and modern
teaching facilities in schools
and colleges across the prov-
ince.

Authorities also informed
the meeting that a proposal is
under consideration to extend
lhe fiber- OpllC network to all

which youth are being trained
in multiple sectors. Officials
stated that the programme
aims to connect 60,000 young
people with employment and
entrepreneurial opportunities,
helping boost economic activ-
ity and create sustainable live-
lihoods across the province.
Officials further informed
the meeting that a project to
construct two additional cl
rooms in 4,000 single-room
schools in Balochistan is un-
derway to improve the learn-
ing environment for students.
In another major develop-
ment, authorities said that

progress of di p
projects being lmple(.rnLd
under the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP).

The meeting was attended
by Provincial Ministers Mir
Saleem Khan Khosa and Mir
Sadiq Umrani, Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir
Khan, secretaries of various
departments, and other senior
officials.

hospi-
tals, and government offices,
which will help strengthen digi-
tal governance and public ser-
vice delivery in Balochistan.
Education, Youth
Employment and Public
Services in Focus
The meeting was also
briefed on the Enterprises De-
velopment Programme, under

100,000 out-of-school children

have been re-enrolled in edu-
cational institutions during the
past year, marking significant
progress in improving access
to education in the province.
Chief Mmlsler Bugti ex-

lhe I’eop]es Train Service
project and directed the con-
cerned authorities to complete

the project on a priority basis
to provide safer and more reli-
able travel facilities to the pub-
lic.
Provision of Modern
Machinery to 95

Municipal Committees

Officials also informed the
meeting that complaint cells
are being established from the
tehsil to the provincial level to
ensure quick resolution of pub-
lic grievances, enabling citizens
toregister and track their com-
plaints more effectively.

The meeting reviewed
projects related to clean drink-
ing water supply,

the impmvcmcnt of mu-
nicipal services, and the provi-
sion of modern machinery to
95 municipal committees,
which is expected to signifi-
cantly improve sanitation and
civic  services  across
Balochi:

Participants were also
briefed on the ongoing opera-
tion against illegal poppy culti-

vation, with authorities stating
that efforts to destroy illegal
crops have been intensified
and strict legal action is being
taken against those involved.

Timely Completion, Trans-
parency, and Quality are Es-
sential

Chief Minister Bugti di-
rected all departments to en-
sure that ongoing development

projects are completed by June |

30 according to the set targets.
He warned that departments
failing to meet deadlines would
have their unused funds with-
drawn and reallocated to bet-
ter-performing departments.
The chief minister empha-
sized that the timely comple-
tion, transparency, and quality
of development projects are
essential to ensure that the
public benefits from these ini-
tiatives without delay. He reit-
crated that public welfare, im-
proved governance, and the
provision of basic services re-
main top priorities of the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan.

118 Climate-Resilient Homes Handed Over to

ALI HAMZA:

In a major step toward flood re-
covery in Balochistan, 118 cli-
mate-resilient homes have been
handed over to families in
Hanna-Urak,

Quetta, whose houses were
destroyed during the devastating

floods in Pakistan.

The keys of the newly con-
structed houses were formally
distributed among beneficiary
families during a ceremony ai-
tended by local officials and com-
munity members.

Mir Murad Baluch, Honorary
Consul of Germany in Quetta,
handed over the keys to families,
marking an important milestone
in rebuilding efforts for flood-af-
fected communities.

Officials from the Govern-
ment of Balochistan, including
representatives of the Planning
and Development (P&D) Depart-
ment and the

Provincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA), were
also present at the event.

The newly completed
houses are part of a larger initia-
tive to build 700 climate-resilient
homes in Balochistan for families
displaced by floods.

Earlier, 40 houses had already

ostoa
een completed and handed over
during the first phase of the
programme.
The housing initiative is be-
ing implemented with financial as-

sistance from the Government of
Germany through KIW Dev

help vulnerable communities re-

build stronger homes capable of
withstanding future climate disas-
ters.

The project aims to promote
climate-resilient housing in

Flood Victims in Hanna—Urak Quetta

Balochistan, ensuring safer living
conditions for families while
strengthening long-term disaster
preparedness in flood-prone ar-
cas.

Brief pause in fighting
between Pak-Afghan
forces to identify,
retrieve body
at Torkham

NEWS DESK:

KHYBER: Pakistan and Afghani-
stan border forces on Thursday
agreed on a brief pause amid on-
going clashes to identify and col-
lect a dead body lying at Zero
Point at Torkham for the last few
days.

However, the body, identified
by Afghan authorities as a na-
tional, could not be retrieved from
the location due to delayed con-
sultation among the Afghan au-
thorities and the time for the
pause in fighting lapsing, sources
told Dawn.

They said that local resi-
dents had spotted the body and
reported it to the security offi-
cials, while videos and pictures
of the dead body were also
shared on social mcdm

Sources said that soon after,
security officials from both coun”
tries agreed to constitute delega-
tions of local influentials to iden-
tify and remove the dead body
from the border crossing.

The Pakistan side comprised
cight persons, including Malak
deuddm Shah Khalid, Murad

in, Mufti Ejaz, Saeed Khan,
Q Nazeemgul, Mulana Aagib
and Qari Jihad Shah.

From the Afghan side, the
delegation comprised 11 persons,
including Haji Madtyaar
Shinwari, Malak Maula Khan
Shinwari, Races Gul Majeed,
Malak Waali Khan, Malak Gul
Rehman, Qari Baseer, Mautabar
Khan, Mufti Asadullah, Darya
Khan, Malak Shahzar and Malak
Hilmand.

I}

Five delegates from each side
met at Zero Point after a pause
was instituted at around 2:30pm
on Thursday, with both sides
holding white flags.

Mufii Ejaz, a senior member
of the Pakistani delegation, later
told Dawn that although the dead
person was identified as an Af-
ghan national, the members of the
Afghan side had sought time to
discuss the matter with higher-

=

s.
P He added, however, that the
matter could not be resolved as
the Afghan side could not return
till the 5:30pm deadline for the
pause.

Shah Khalid, another mem-
ber of the Pakistani delegation,
told Dawn that they also searched
for more dead bodies around Zero
Point as they had information
about more casualties due to the
cross-firing between the border
forces of both countries.He said
that no more dead bodies could
be found as the delegates were
running short of time.

He said that they had to re-
turn to Landi Kotal after the ex-
piry of the deadline, after which
cross-firing between border
forces resumed.

Ejaz, however, sounded op-
timistic about there being further
development in the matter on Fri-
day. He said that if the Afghan
authorities refused to take the
dead body on Friday, it would be
brought to a local graveyard to
be buried in Landi Kotal.

The development comes as
Pakistan continues with Opera-
tion Ghazab lil-Haq, which was
launched in late February follow-
ing unprovoked firing by the Af-
ghan Taliban from across the bor-
der.

Islamabad has repeatedly ac-
cused Kabul of providing space
to the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) since the Taliban
takeover of Afghanistan in 2021.
'UN monitoring reports over the
past two years have noted the
TTP’s présence in castern Af-
ghanistan, though the Taliban

deny offering support.
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Call for Immediate
Launch and Expansion of
Pink Bus Service in Quetta

a supportive environ-
ment where women
can travel freely.

The Pink Bus Ser-
vice represents more
than just transporta-
tion; it’s an investment
in women’s empower-
ment and indepen-
dence.

By increasing the
fleet, Balochistan can
set a strong precedent
for gender-responsive
policies that promote

Editorial:
The Balochistan
government’s recent
approval of the Pink
Bus Service in Quetta
is a landmark step to-
ward  providing
women with safe, re-
liable, and dignified
public transportation.
Led by Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti and executed by
Dr. Faisal Ahmed

pand this service o
include at
dozen pink buses.

A more extensive
fleet would signifi-
cantly enhance
women’s mobility,
providing not only a
safe travel option but
also empowering ac-
ss to education,
employment, and
healthcare facilities.

Female commut-
ers often encounter

r

°

Khan, thefot Public-
Pri tn h

like ~ cqual access to public
crowding, spac
ment, and long wait  Expanding this

times.

A larger pink bus
fleet would offer
them timely, comfort-
able, and safe trans-
portation, reducing the
daily struggles they
face on public trans-
port. Such an expan-
sion aligns with the
provincial
government’s agenda
for social inclusion and
gender-focused urban

service in Quetta can
serve as a model for
other cities, creating a
safer, more inclusive
society for women
across the province.
Let’s call on the
Balochistan govern-
ment to enhance this
project by committing
to a dozen buses,
meeting the demand
for decent and secure
transportation  for

model implemented in
Sindh.

Launching this
women-only service
with three buses is a
promising start, but
Quetta’s growing de-
mand calls for a larger
fleet.

To effectively ad-
dress the transporta-
tion  challenges
women face, the gov-

ernment should ex- development, creating women in Quetta.

Malnutrition in Balochistan

Amber Munir
Malnutrition in
Balochistan shared in
Quetta Voice on
Wednesday, April 14,
2021 page#04. The article
highlights the role of es-
sential nutrients in_hu-
man resource develop-
ment along with a brief
introduction of malnutri-
tion, characterization of
malnutrition, procedure
of taking measurements
of SAM and MAM
cases, medical complica-
tions, community-based
management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM),
infant and young child
feeding (IYCF), efc.

Background
veys regarding Nutrition

ational Nutrition
Survey (2001-2002): The
National Nutrition Sur-
vey conducted in 2001~
2002 assessed the nutri-
tional levels and health
status of mothers and
children in Pakistan.
Data was collected
through a questionnaire
consisting of four mod-
ules including a house-
hold questionnaire, bio-
chemical and clinical
questionnaires, and a di-
etary form. Additional
biochemical samples in-
cluding serum retinol,
serum ferritin, and zinc,
were collected from
mothers and children un-
der-5. Urine samples
were collected from
mothers and children
ages 6-12 years for io-
dine deficiéncy. The sur-
vey sampled 10,656
households from 700 pri-
mary sampling units.

National Nutrition
Survey (2011): The NNS
2011 covered all prov-
inces: Gilgit Baltistan
(GB), Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Sindh, Punjab,
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) and the Feder-
ally d Tribal

is the largest national
nutrition survey carried
out in Pakistan. It is de-
signed to provide
policymakers, program
‘managers, and academi-
s a unique set of nu-
trition-related data in-
cluding environmental,
anthropometric, and bio-
chemical indicators.
National Nutrition
Survey (2019): The aim
of NNS2018-19is toun-
dertake a field survey
and generate district-
specific nutrition inf
‘mation related to malnu-
trition (both undernutri-
tion and overnutrition)
and micronutrient defi-
ciencies among women
and children in Pakistan.
Md]nulmmn status

and nearly 49% among
women of childbearing
age. Numerous factors
are thought to contrib-
ute to child undernutri-
tion in Balochistan, in-
cluding sub-optimal in-
fant and young child
feeding (IYCF) prac-
tices; frequent child in-
fections (especially diar-
rhea diseases and
measles); maternal nutri-
tional deficiencies and/
orillness and death; ab-
sence/inadequacy of mi-
cronutrient supplemen-
tation; and household
food insecurity and gen-
der inequity.

A survey con-
ducted by the National
Nutrition Cell revealed
that 49% of women in

loch were suffer-

Arcds (FATA). This in-
cluded 1,500 enumera-
tion blocks (EBs)/vil-
lages and 30,000 house-
holds, with a 49% urban
and 51% rural distribu-
tion.

National Nutrition
Survey (2018): The 2018
Pakistan National Nutri-
tion Survey (NNS 2018)

n

Balochistan is the
most under-developed
of Pakistan’s provinces,
witha high proportion of
children under five years
of age who are stunted
(52%) and 16 percent of
who are wasted. More-
over, the prevalence of
anemia among children
in this age group is 537%

ing from malnutrition.

Moreover, the ratio of

maternal anemia was
49%, anemia among chil-
dren below five years
was 57% and iodine de-
ficiency among women
was 29%.

Balochistan Nutri-
tion Program for Mother
and Children (BNPMC)

In response to the
challenging nutrition
situation in the prov-
ince, the Department of
Health (DoH) launched
the Nutrition Program
for Mothers and Chil-
dren (BNPMC) in 201
Theyimplemented nutri-
tion activities among the
rural and urban popula-
tion of seven selected
districts. The total popu-
lation of these districts
is 1,654,613, of which
estimated target popula-
tions include 132,369
pregnant and lactating
women (PLW). Stake-
holders include the
DoH, Peoples Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(providing health ser-
vices at Basic Health
Units in the distri
and local NGOs.
he total cost of
the above project was
1,492.62 million PKR
(USS$14.21 million) of
which 80% were pro-
vided by the World
Bank and 20% by the
Government of
Balochistan. A major
part of the funding

(41%) was allocated to
strengthen institutional
arrangements which in-
clude staffing, technical
assistance for capacity
building, strengthening
coordination mecha-

dren and PLW (37%).
and addressing micro
nutrient malnutrition

d p
gram ended in Decernber
2019 and was limited to
seven districts; whereas
the malnutrition situa-
tion continues to exist in
22 districts  of
Balochistan.

Therefore, the Gov-
enment of Balochistan
as assigned DoH and
PPHI to exlend nutri-
tion intervention in 22
districts for which
pmject proposals are
dy; implementation
is expected from July
021.

The author is a
program officer in

THE

Masoor ul Hassan
The danger associated
with autonomous and
semi-autonomous
weapons systems is

unacceptable.
There exist a near con-
sensus that such
weapons must not be
completely Al-con-
trolled.

The design must
include appropriate
levels of human judg-
‘ment while resorting to

them. This line of
thought gains more
credence when the
present degree of glo-
bal polarization is

taken into view.
The international order
is tilting towards au-
tocracy and the likeli-
hood of employment
of these weapons is
becoming a reality.
The norms and values
of world politics were
subjected to heavy
Trumpian Strain in the
recent past when the
competition of naked
power showed its ug-
liness in international
relations.
The Genesis of
warfare
history of
warfare is as old as
the human race. The
Book of Genesis
states that Caine
killed Abel to sati-
ate his vengeance.
Ever since vengeance,
confrontation and bel-
ligerence have
remained more
pervasive than coop-
cration and amiability
in human relations.

from other liv-
ing entities is the quest
for

dividuals, groups, or
states. Instincts of
survival and procre-
ation are reflexive
thus natural for all liv-
ing organisms
including us hu-
mans.
War, being one of

the forms of

controlling the
forces of nature like
wind, water, fire, and
Sunlight for enhancing
the level of

physical comfort
and peace of mind.
This pursuit did im-

one of the forms of
human relations,
ed duc at-

tists for deﬁnmg elhl-
cal and moral is:

Caine, who may
have used a sharp
stone, a strong branch
of a tree, or simple
brute force to

ot I

today took centu-
ries over centuries to
materialize.

The use of electro-
magnetic s
pectrum was
considered a

game-changer
The use of elec-

The perception of human relat prove of life
life as a zero-sum received due at- over time but

game breeds selfish- tention alongside  in-

ness and consequent However, what creased societal com-

animosity between in-  distinguishes Homo plexities. War, being

Abel,
would be flabber-
gasted if he were to
our times. The
civilization we live in

spectrum
was considered a
game-changer before
Counter S
(ECM) were dovel.

oped which then was
countered by Elec-
tronic Counter-
Counter Measures
ECCM.

When the lethality
of weapons created a
situation of mutually
assured destruction
(MAD) the situation
became unacceptable.
Various treaties like
Nuclear Nonprolifera-

tion Treaty (NPT),
egic Arms Re-
i Treaty

DILEMMA OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
(AT) WEAPONS

nuclear. The Peri
and Promises of Arti-
ficial Intelligence

Harnessing the
field of Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al) in war-
fare brought a para-
digm shift in

the modus oper-
andi of warfare. It
climinated the require-
ment of direct human
involvement in

selecting and en-
aging targets. Even
the smartest of the
weapons were hith-
erto launched and

guided by hu-
mans.

This development
has given rise to the
debate of ethics and
morality all over

again. Antonio
Guterres, the UN Sec-
retary-General joined
the skeptics on Twit-
ter where he

wrote in March
2019, “Autonomous
machines with the
power and discretion
to select targets and

take lives without
human involvement
are politically unac-
ceptable, morally re-
pugnant and

should be prohib-
ited by international
law.”

Word count (592)

Group captain
Masroor ul Hassan
served as Fighter Pi-
lot in the PAF.

(START), and many
more were signed to
avert the unaccept-
able destruction of the
human race.
Exercising
restraint was never

50 important

Exercising re-
straint was never so
important before the
development of au-
tonomous weapons;
chemical, biological,
radiological, and

fence &amp; Strate-
gic Studies (DSS)
from

QAU and another
M.Sc. Strategic Stud-
ies from KU. He can
be reached

masroorulhassan
@gmail.com
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South Korea says it can deter threats from North if US shifts
weapons to Middle East

NEWS DESK:South
Korea said on Wednes-
day it could deter
threats from the North
even if the United Stat
relocated some of its mil
tary assets to the Middle
East amid the war in Iran.

Washington,
Seoul’s keysecurityally,
stations about 28,500
troops and a range of air
and missile defence sys-
tems in the South to help
deter aggression from
the nuclear?armed
North.

The Washington
Post reported this week
that the United States
was moving parts of its
Terminal High Altitude
Area Defence (THAAD)
system from South Ko-
rea to the Middle East,
citing unnamed officials.

“Regardless of
whether certain USFK
assets are deployed
overseas, there is no is-
sue whatsoever with our
deterrence posture
against North Korea,
given the level of our
military capabilities,”
the defence ministry
said in a statement said
on Wednesday, refer-
ring to the United States
Forces Korea command.
It declined to confirm the
report.

According  to
‘Washington Post, US

plans to redeploy parts
of amissile defence sys-
tem

The THAAD mis-
sile defence system is
designed to intercept
short, medium and inter-
mediate- -range ballistic
missiles using hit-to-kill
technology.

It was installed in
South Korea in 2017, a
move that sparked
strong_protests from
China. President Lee Jae
Myung has said his
government is unhappy
with the reported asset
move but acknowledged
there was little it could
do about it.

“The government is
opposing the USFK’s
withdrawal of some air
defence weapons for its
own militaryneeds,” he
said on Tuesday. “But
the stark reality is that
we are unable to fully
implement our opin-
ions.” A photo taken by
Yonhap news agency
last week and released
on Tuesday appeared to
show parts of the
THAAD battery being
dismantled in Seongju
County, about 220
kilometres south of
Seoul.A presidential of-
ficial said it was “inap-
propriate™ to comment
on questions regarding
any military asset rede-

ployment and cautioned ~ leader, state media said
against media specula- on Wednesday, accus-
tion. “Speculative re- ing the US and Israel of
ports on militarily sensi- undermining regional
tive matters are undesir- peace.Pyongyang, a
able in light of our secu-  longstanding US adver-
rity interests... and our sary, has previously
relations with key condemned the US-Is-
Mlddle Eastern coun- raeli attack on Iran as an
tries,” he “illegal act of
said Pyongyang felici- aggression”.“We re-
tates MojtabaNorth Ko- spect the nghl; and
rea respects Iran’s choice of the Iranian
choice of anew supreme  people to elect their su-

Images released by
state media showed Kim
overseeing the launch
remotely via video foot-
age with his teenage
daughter, Ju Ae, who is
now widely regarded as
his heir apparent.
ere, Kimsaid “im-
portant successes”
have been made in the
practical deployment of
“strategic and tactical
strike means”. South
Korea’s spy agency has
said Pyongyang appears
to have begun the pro-
cess of designating Ju
Ae as leader Kim’s suc-
cessor, with the North
frequently releasing
photographs of the
young daughter accom-
panying her father on
official duties

The test came as
Washington and Seoul
kicked off their spring-
time militarydrills “Free-
dom Shield” on Mon-
day, to  which
Pyongyang responded
by “warning of

“unimaginably terrible
consequences”.

The Choe Hyon is
one of two 5,000-ton de-
stroyers in the North’s
arsenal, both launched
last year as Kim seeks to
ramp up the navy with
short-range tactical mis-
siles capable of carrying
nuclear warheads.

.

from the naval Choe
Hyon destroyer.North
Korea carried out a simi-
lar missile test from the
vessel last week, claim-
ing the country was in
the process of “arming
the Navy with nuclear
weapol During the
occasion, Kim stressed
the importance of ex-
panding a “powerful
and reliable nuclear war
deterrent,” KCNA said.

preme leader,”
Pyongyang’s unname

Foreign  Ministry
spokesperson  was
quoted as saying.The
official said the United
States and Israel are “de-
stroying the regional
peace and security foun-
dations and escalating
instability
worldwide”. The spokes-
person accused Wash-
ington and Israel of vio-

lating Iran’s “pol.
system and territorial
integrity”..Such actions
“deserve worldwide
criticism and rejection
as they can never be tol-
erated,” the official
added. Terrible

consequences Pyongyang’
state media also said on
Wednesday that North
Korea’s leader oversaw

‘Blatant misuse’: Iran slams UNSC
call to halt attacks on Gulf states

NEWS DESK:The UN
Security Council on
‘Wednesday called for

Jamal Fares
Alrowaiei, the UN am-
bassador of Bahrain,

by the Islamic Republic
of Iran aimed at closing,
obstructing, or other-

gered that the resolution
did not acknowledge
US-Israeli hostility to-

Indian source says Iran to allow
India-flagged tankers pass
through Strait of Hormuz

conflict in West Asia,”

sage since Isracland the  Araghchi carlier this

Iran o halt its atiacks on  wise interfering with in-  which introduced the wards Iran. NEWS DESK: Iran will
Gulf states, in a resolu- ternational navi resolution y Iranian allow India- flag
tion that did not mention through the Strait of 135 countries, said its Amir Saeid Iravani said | .. it th

¢ : ers to transit the Strait
US or Israeli strikes on  Hormuz." passing reflected the adoption of the text rep- | of Hormuz

Tran, prompting Tehran's
ambassador to decry a
"blatant misuse" of the
international body.
he resolution,
passed by 13 votes with
two abstentions, "de-
mands the immediate
cessation of all attacks
by the Islamic Republic
of Iran against Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, and Jor-
dan."
It also "condemns
any actions or threats

resented a "blatant mis-
use of the Security
Council mandate in pur-
suit of the political agen-
das" of the United States
and Israel.

"Let me make it
clear, this resolution is a
manifest injustice
against my country, the
main victim of a clear act
of aggression," he said.

The United States,
which backed the text,
said its adoption re-
flected a broad condem-
nation of Iranian strikes.

Iran has repeatedly
struck Gulf states in re-
taliation to US-Israeli at-
tacks that killed Iranian
supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei and
continue to pummel Ira-
nian sites.

The Islamic Repub-
lic has also fired on com-

Gulfs key role in the glo-
bal economy.

"This is why ensur-
ing the security of this
region is not merelya re-
gional matter; it is a com-
mon international re-
sponsibility that is
closely linked to the sta-
bility of the global
economy and energy
security," Alrowaiei told
the Security Council.

Veto-holders China
and Russia both ab-
stained from the Secu-
rity Council vote, an-

Hormuz, a crucial sea
passage for the global

el trade, in a bid to in-
flict pain on the global
cconomy.

Forelgn hacker in 2023 compromlsed psteln
files held by FBI, source and documents show

NEWS DESK:A foreign
hacker compromised
files relating to the FBI's
investigation of the late
sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein during a break-
in at the bureau’s New
York Field Office three
years ago, according to
?a source familiar with
the matter and recently
published Justice De-
partment documents re-
viewed by Reuters.

The details of who
accessed a server at the
FBI's New York Field
Office, ?including the
allegation that a foreign
hacker was involved, are
being reported here for
the first time.

In a statement, the
FBI said 'ha( it de-
scribed as a cyber inci-
dent” was “an isolated
one”

ously by CNN and
Reutérs on Feb 17, 2023;
the connection to
Epstein materials was
made by the French
magaziné Marianne.
Epstein, a longtime
associate of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump,
2pleaded guilty in 2008
to prostitution charges,
including soliciting an
underage girl. He was
found hanged in his jail
cellin 2019, in what was
ruled a suicide, after be-
ing arrested again on
federal charges of sex
trafficking of minors.

“Who wouldn’t be
going after the Epstein
files if you're the Rus-
sians or somebody inter-
ested in kompromat?”
said 2Jon Lindsay, who
researches the role of
emerging technology in
global security at the
Georgia Institute of
Technology.

“If foreign intelli-
gence agencies are not
thinking seriously about
the Epstein files as a tar-
get, then 21 would be
shocked.”

The breach was re-
ported contemporane-

sion appeared to have
been carried out by a
cybercriminal rather
than a foreign govern-
ment, ?the incident un-
derscores the files’ po-
tential intelligence value,
one academic

The legally man-
dated publication of US
Justice Department
documents has exposed
the dead financier’s ties
to pmminenl people in
politics,  finance,
academia and busine:
“triggering investiga
tions in numerous coun-
tries around the world.

“The FBI restricted
access to the malicious
actor and rectified the
network.

The investigation
remains ongoing, so we
donot have further com-
ments to provide at this

e

Although  the
source said the intru-

d tank- United States began week and discussed the
their war on the country ~ security of maritime traf-
inlate February. fic through the Strait,
Tehran has warned among other issues, ac-
that oil prices could cording to an Iranian
surge to $200 a barrel, readout of the call.
nearly double current The near-closure of
levels. the route has compelled
India's foreign min-  India, the world's No.3
ister, S. Jaishankar, held oil ~consumer, to
a phone conversation scramble for
with his Franian counter- like buymg ‘more from
part Seyed Abbas Russia.

late on Wednesday.

“Precious lives, in-
cluding those of Indian
citizens, have already
been lost in multiple
such attacks in an ear-
lier phase of the conflict,
and the intensity and le-
thality of the attacks ap-
pear tobe i

through
which 40% of India's
crude imports pass, an
Indian source said on
Thursday, though an
Iranian source based
outside the country de-
nied any such agree-
ment had been reached.

India’s foreign min-
istry and the Iranian em-
bassy in New Delhi did
not immediately re-
spond to requests for
comment.

The Indian source
declined to be named,
citing a lack of
authorisation to speak
to the media, while the
Iranian source pointed
to the sensitivity of the
maner

s attacked at
least 16 ships in the pas-

Thai  vessel
bound for Kandla port in
western India was at-
tacked in the Strait on
Wednesday, prompting
strong criticism from
New Delhi.

“India deplores the
fact that commercial
shipping is being made
a target of military at-
tacks in the ongoing

How many ships have been attacked
in the Gulf since start of Iran war?

NEWS DESK:The US-
Israeli war on Iran has
threatened Gulf ports
and disrupted global
trade through the Strait

of Hormuz, through
which roughly a fifth of
the world's oil and lique-
fied natural gas normally
passes.

Iran's Revolution-
ary Guards have warned
that any ship passing
through the narrow

age the Bahamas-
flagged ship, according
to initial assessments
from two Iraqi port secu-
rity sources.

March 6

A tugboat was hit
by projectiles in the
Strait of Hormuz, six nau-
tical miles north of
Oman, while conducting
operations with vessel
Safeen Prestige, which
was struck on March 4,

Strait will be targeted. UKMTO said.
Below is a list of re- March 7
ported attacks since the UKMTO reported -
war started on February citing a third party it did
: not name - a possible
March 1 S5 drone attack 10 nautical
Acrewmember was Oman's Kumzar. The Maltese-flagged miles north of Saudi

killed on board Marshall
Islands—flagged crude
tanker MKD VYOM af-
ter it was hit bya projec-
tile as the vessel sailed
off the Omani coast, 50
nautical miles north of
the capital Muscat, man-
ager V.Ships said.

Gibraltar-flagged oil
bunkering tanker Her-
cules Star, which sup-
plies fuel to ships, was
struck by a projectile 17
nautical miles northwest
of UAE's Mina Saqr in
Ras Al Khaimah. A fire
caused by the attack
was  extinguished,
UKMTO said.

A Palau-flagged

Arabia's Jubail. It said
the majority of the crew
was evacuated.

March 11

Thailand-flagged
bulk carrier Mayuree
Naree was attacked by a
projectile in the Strait, 11
nautical miles north of
Oman. A fire broke out
on board and prompted
the crew to evacuate,
the vessel's owner
Bangkok-headquartered
Precious _ Shipping
PSL.BK said in a state-
ment.

Japan-flagged con-
tainer ship One Majesty
sustained minor damage
after it was hit by a pro-

crew of the US-sanc-
tioned Skylight was
evacuated, Oman's mari-
time security centre said.

container ship Safeen
Prestige was damaged
7by a projectile as it
sailed towards the top of
the strait, two nautical
‘miles north of Oman. The
attack caused a fire in
the engine room and
prompted ?its crew to
abandon ?ship, accord-
ing to shipping sources.

March 5

Crude oil tanker
Sonangol Namibe was
hit by a blast while an-
chored near Iraq's Khor
al Zubair port, US repre-
sentative company
Sonangol Marine Ser-
vices said.

An Iranian remote-

US-flagged prod-
ucts tanker Stena Impera-
tive was struck by two
projectiles in the port of
Bahrain, which resulted
in a fire and the crew
evacuating, UKMTO
said.

March 3

Marshall Islands
crude oil tanker Libra
Trader and ?Panama-
flagged bulker Gold Oak
also sustained minor
damage about 7-10 nau-
tical miles offthe UAE's

tanker was attacked in port of Fujairah, controlled boat laden jectile 25 nautical miles
the Strait of Hormuz, two  UKMTO said. with explosives was northwest of UAE's Ras
nautical miles north of March 4 used to target and dam- Al Khaimah.
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WASA introduces new policy to control petrol expenditures

FAISALABAD (INP):
Managing Director
(MD) Water And Sanita-
tion Agency (WASA)
Saqib Raza has intro-
duced a new policy for
controlling petrol expen-
ditures by reducing fuel

limits for field officers
across all directorates in
proportion to the recent
increase in fuel prices.
Chairinga meeting,
he reviewed operational
expenses and said that
the policy had been for-

inall WASA directorates
had been revised down-
ward in accordance with
the rise in fuel prices
and made it clear that no
increase in fuel expendi-
ture would be allowed
under any circum-

mulated in line with the
Punjab government’s di-
rectives to curb fuel
spending and ensure ef-
ficient utilisation of pub-
lic resources. He said
that the petrol limits al-
located to field officers

located limits for each
directorate.If petrol was
supplied in excess of the
approved quota, the
payment for the addi-
tional fuel would not be
released by the agency,
he warned. If any field

stances. He also im-
posed strict restrictions
on petrol pump opera-
tors supplying fuel to
‘WASA vehicles and di-
rected them not to pro-
vide even a single liter
beyond the officially al-

should be utilized in a
phased manner, with 50
percent of the quota is-
sued during the first fif-
teen days of the month
and the remaining 50
percent during the last
fifteen days.

officer obtained petrol
beyond the prescribed
limit, the payment would
be deducted directly
from the salary of cori-
cerned officer, he added.
He directed that the
monthly fuel allocation

JEDDAH: Prime Minister Muhammad Sh

THC orders formation of
medical board for Imran
Khan at Shifa Hospital

ISLAMABAD (INP): to Shifa Hospital without
The Islamabad High notifying his family or
Court on Thursday di- legal representatives.
rected the formation of The court allowed
a medical board to as- Khosa to present argu-
sess the health of PTI mentsand instructed the
chairman Imran Khan.  Advocate General to re-
The bench, com- view all medical records
prising Justice Arbab and previous decisions
Muhammad Tahir and regarding the matter.
Justice Khadim Hussain - Khosa cited jail regula-
Soomro, heard the peti- tions and prior rulings,
tion filed on behalf of emphasizing that Imran
Khan. Sardar Latif Khan’s health and safety
Khosa represented the require immediate atten-
PTI chief, while Advo- tion.
cate General Islamabad Justice  Arbab
Ayaz Shaukat and Addi- Muhammad Tahir in-
tional Attorney General quired about the relief
Rashid Hafeez appeared previously granted to
for the government. former Prime Minister
Sardar Latif Khosa in- Nawaz Sharif, to which
formed the court that Advocate General Ayaz
Khan had been experi- Shaukat responded that
encinga severe eye con- it was a writ petition.
dition in his right eye Justice
since October. Tahir added that le-
He added that gal procedures would
prison doctors initially determine the outcome
considered the condi- and asked what re-
tion normal, but as course is available if the
Khan’s vision wors- prisoner remains dissat-
ened, he was transferred isfied.

Flight operations resume
at Islamabad airport
after flypast exercise

ISLAMABAD, March Islamabad airport as part
12 (INP): Fl:ghtopera» of operational adjust-
tions at Islamabad Inter- ments during the exer-
national Airport have re- cise.
sumed after a temporary The temporary sus-
suspension caused by pension of flights was
flypast exercises for Pa- linked to flypast exer-
kistan Day on March 23.  cises in preparation for
The restrictions, the March 23 Pakistan
which also affected Day celebrations. Due to
Karachi and Lahore air-  the drills, take-off and
ports, were lifted once landing operations at
the scheduled drills Islamabad Airport were
were completed. Airport ~ closed for several hours,
authorities confirmed while commercial flight
that flight operations at operations were also
Islamabad airport have suspended at Karachi
resumed as usual after ~and Lahore airports ear-
the completion of the lier in the morning.
flypast exercise. The Pakistan Air-
The Notice to Air- ports Authority (PAA)
men (NOTAM) issued issued a NOTAM to in-
earlier for the suspen- form airlines and aviation
sion of commercial authorities about the
flights was also can- temporary restrictions.
celled once the exercise According to the
concluded, allowing NOTAM, flypast exer-
take-offs and landings cises were scheduled
to restart. from 10am to 1:15pm,
According to air- during which time com-
port authorities, flights mercial flight operations
halted at Karachi airport at Islamabad Airport
were diverted to were suspended.

Pakistan playing role of bridge builder
to help de-escalate ME tensions

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Foreign Office
Spokesperson Tahir
Andrabi has said Pa-
kistan is playing the
role of a bridge builder
to help de-escalate the
current tensions in the
Middle East (ME).

At his weekly
news briefing in
Islamabad , Foreign
Office Spokesperson
Tahir Andrabi said our
principled position on
issues with respect to
sovereignty, interna-
tional law and the UN
charter and dialogue
and diplomacy is re-
spected in all regional
capitals.

He said this al-
lows us to exercise a
channel of communi-
cation between the
relevant capitals.

The spokesperson
highlighted that
throughout the current
wave of conflict, Pa-
kistan has consistently
urged interlocutors,
particularly relevant
countries, to adhere to
three key principles:
respect for sover-
eignty and territorial
integrity, a commit-
ment to refrain from
using force within
each other’s territo-
ries and upholding in-
ternational law and the

sisters. He said we
want no harm to them
and we will continue to
exercise our due dili-
gence in this regard.
Tahir Andrabi said
Pakistan has emphati-
cally communicated to
Afghan side and to our
interlocutors that we
need verifiable assur-
ances from Afghan
side that their territory
would not be used for
terrorism against Pa-
kistan. He said since
those assurances have
not been received, we
will continue with our
existing policy with

prmclples enshrined in
the Charter,
alongside the resump-
tion of dialogue and
engagement to
achieve a peaceful
negotiated resolution
to the crisis.

As regards the
situation along Pak-
Afghan border, the
spokesperson reiter-
ated that Pakistan con-
ducted targeted op-
crations with due dili-
gence with the prin-
ciples of ensuring that
no civilian is hurt. He
said we have nothing
against Afghan citi-
zens emphasizing they respect to that coun-
are our brothers and try.

President Zardari
felicitates leadership of
Mauritius on National Day

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali
Zardari on Thursday ex-
tended his warm felicita-
tions to the President of
the Republic  of
Mauritius, Dharambeer
Gokhool, GC.S.K, the
Government, and the
friendly people of
Mauritius on the auspi-
cious occasion of their

President Zardari
expressed his confi-
dence that the friendly
relations between the
two _countries would
continue to deepen in
the years ahead, to the
mutual benefit of the
people of both coun-
tries. He conveyed his
best wishes for the good
health and happiness of

National Day. President Gokhool and
The president high- ~for the continued peace,
lighted that Pakistan at-  progress, and prosper-

taches great importance
to its cordial relations
with Mauritius, which
are marked by mutual
trust and constructive
cooperation at both bi-
lateral and multilateral
fora.

It is encouraging to
see the growing engage-
ment between the lead-
ership of both nations
and the steady expan-
sion of cooperation in
areas of shared interest

There is a consider-
able potential to further

ity of the people of
Mauritius.

PM Shehbaz off to
Saudi Arabia for talks
with Crown Prince

ISLAMABAD,
March 12 (INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
left Islamabad on Thurs-
day for Saudi Arabia on
the invitation of Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman.

PM Shehbaz Sharif
is expected to hold in-
depth talks with the
Saudi Crown Prince with

Rain and hails bring back chill across
Punjab and Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The first spring rain ac-
companied by hail
turned the weather
pleasant in Lahore and
several other parts of
Punjab, bringing back a
chill and making the
holy month of Ramadan
noticeably cooler.
According to the
report, heavy rain with
strong winds and thun-
der was reported in sev-
eral cities, including
Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Muridke, Pindi Bhattian,
Gujranwala, Lala Musa,
Kharian, Talagang,
Narowal, Shakargarh,
Nowshera Virkan and
Khanqah Dogran.
Lahore also re-
ceived hail along with
intense rainfall, while
light drizzle continued
during the night. Accord-
ing to the Pakistan Me-
teorological Depart-
ment, more rain is ex-
pected in the next 24
hours. The minimum
temperature in Lahore
City was recorded at

21°C, while the maximum
reached 30°C. Winds
were blowing at around
13 kilometres per hour,
and humidity was mea"
sured at 70%, while the
sky remained partly
cloudy.

In the federal capi-
tal Islamabad, rain in
various sectors and sur-
rounding areas caused
temperatures to drop,
with the morning tem-
perature falling to
around 13°C.

The Met Office pre-
dicted that intermittent
rain may continue
throughout the day,
while the daytime tem-
perature could rise to
about 26°C.

In Rawalpindi, light
to moderate rainfall
made the weather pleas-
ant and broke the inten-
sity of the heat. Rainfall
measurements included
8 millimetres at Saidpur
Village, 7mm (millimetre)
at Katariyan, 6 mm at
Chaklala, 5 mmat Bogra,
4 mm at Shamsabad and

with thunder were re-
corded in Narowal, while

2 mmat Pirwadhai.
Rain continued in

particular focus on the
regional securityand the
Middle East conflict.
‘This visit highlights
Pakistan's positive role
at the diplomatic front
and Pakistan will con-
tinue to play this role.

through  enhanced
people-to-people con-
tacts, as well as in the
fields of trade, educa-
tion, culture, and tour-
ism, said the president in
apress statement.

KP govt decides to
revive model
schools,institutes

PESHAWAR (INP): The  tutions, including fac-
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa ulty shortages, human
government has decided resources, and infra-
to revive the defunct structure deficiencies,
Model Schools and In- and subsequently sub-
stitutes across the prov-  mit a detailed report.

ince to restore their past Chief Minister em-
glory and improve the phasized that the gov-
quality of education. ernment was committed

The decision was to restoring the past
taken during a meeting prestige of the model i
of the Primary and Sec- stitutes and transform-
ondary Education De- ing them into exemplary
partment chaired by educational hubs.
Chief Minister "Reforms aligned
Mohammad Sohail with modern require-
Afridi in Peshawar on ments will be introduced
Thursday. in these institutes,"

The meeting fo- he stated, adding
cused on a comprehen- that the provincial gov-
sive strategy toupgrade ernment is undertaking
the educational stan- practical measures to el-
dards in the province.  evate the standard of

Presiding over the education.
meeting , the Chief Min- The Chief Minister
ister directed the au- alsoissued directives for
thorities to formulate a  the establishment of new
comprehensive plan for Model Schools and In-
the revival of these in- stitutes in Haripur and
stitutions. Khyber districts.

Tothis end, a work- He assured that the
ing group has been con- provincial government
stituted under the stew- would provide all neces-
ardship of the Provincial ~ sary resources on a pri-
Minister for Primaryand ~ority basis to strengthen
Secondary Education.  the

The ~ group has
been tasked with review-
ing the current issues
plaguing the model insti-

educational institu-
tions and ensure the
success of the revival
project.

S Virkan and
surrounding areas also
received rain accompa-
nied by lightning.

Meanwhile, in
Khyber District, heavy
overnight rainfall in the
plains of Jamrud and
Bara as well as the moun-
tainous areas of the
Tirah Valley brought
colder conditions once
again. The continuous
rain also increased wa-
ter flow in local streams
and channels, while
clouds still covered the
sky in the region.

In contrast, the
weather in Karachi re-
mained partly cloudy
with no immediate
chances of rain. Accord-
ing to the Met Office,
dry and warm condi-
tions are expected dur-
ing the day, with tem-
peratures likely torise to
around °C under
bright sunshine. Humid-
ity levels in the city were
recorded at around 85%.

Muridke and surround-
ing areas, bringing a
fresh wave of cold
weather and turning
Ramadan cooler. In Pindi
Bhattian and nearby ar-
eas, rainfall restored the
departing winter chill,
while heavy showers in
Talagang brought relief
to residents.

Light drizzle made
the weather colder in
Lala Musa, while
Kharian experienced
drizzle accompanied by
strong winds. Thunder-
storms were reported in
Khangah Dogran and
surrounding areas. In
Shakargarh, including
Noor Kot and Kartarpur,
light rain and cool winds
further improved the
weather conditions.

Rain also made the
weather pleasant in
Gujranwala, though elec-
tricity outages were re-
ported in several parts
of the city due to the
rainfall. Light showers

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Farid Ahmad Tarar, newly appointed Member and Chairman of the Competition
(Commissionof Pakistan (CCP),clled o the Federal Minister for Finance and Revenu, Semator

The Finance
Ilm appointment and wished Ium success in his new responsibilities.

ister Mr. Tarar on

ISLAMABAD MNA delegation visited

Naf mnal Emergencles Operanon Center for Strnleglc Briefing on|
[Proactive Disaster Management at NDMA HQs.

Minister signals further increase in petrol prices

ISLAMABAD,
March 12 (INP): Fed-
cral Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Thurs-
day indicated that pe-
troleum prices may in-
crease further in the
coming days.

His remarks come
as consumers are al-
ready facing the im-
pact of a sharp rise in

Aurangzeb made
the remarks while
briefing the Senate
Standing Committee
on Finance and Rev-
enue meeting, held
under the chairman-
ship of Senator
Saleem Mandviwala.

The finance min-
ister said the govern-
ment was implement-
ing austerity measures
on the directions of

fuel prices. The gov- Prime Minister
ernment recently in- Shehbaz Sharif, but
creased petrol and die- warned that petroleum

sel prices by Rs55 per
litre, citing rising glo-
bal oil costs linked to
tensions in
lhe Middle East.
Under the new
rates, petrol now costs
Rs321.17 per litre,
while diesel has risen
from Rs275.70 to
Rs335.86 per litre.

prices could rise fur-
ther in the coming
days due to regional
and glo-

bal market pressures.
He added that a
ministerial committee
has been formed by
the prime minister to
monitor petroleum
product prices and

supply on a daily ba- fertilizer plants due to
is. surplus supply as the

“The situation in country currently has
the region is changing higher stocks than last
moment by moment, year.
so quick decisions are
required regarding the
purchase of petroleum
products,” the minister
said.

Aurangzeb also
informed the commit-
tee that Qatar has de-
clared force majeure
due to the ongoing war
situation, which has
disrupted LNG im-
ports.

He said an LNG
cargo that previously
cost around $25 mil-
lion is now being pur-
chased for nearly
$100 million.

The minister fur-
ther said the govern-
ment is considering
shutting down six urea

He noted that fuel
rationing is being
implemented in coun-
tries like Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh, where
the situation is more
severe.

Meanwhile, oppo-
sition leaders strongly
criticised the federal
government over the
massive increase in
petroleum  prices,
warning that the move
would further fuel in-
flation and poverty.

In a statement on
X, Jamaat-e-Islami
chief Hafiz Nacemur
Rehman rejected the
increase in petroleum
prices and termed the
decision unacceptable.
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DGPR Balochistan Holds Consultative Meeting with

tive meeting was held
under the chairman-
ship of Director Genq
eral of Directorate
General Publlc Rela

lishers and social me-
dia influencers to dis-
cuss various aspects of
the proposed digital
media policy.

The meeting was
attended by prominent
representatives from
different newspapers
and social media plat-
forms,

including Jend
Baloch from Daily
Intikhab, Zafar Ali from
Daily Qudrat, Ali Shah
from Daily Quetta
Voice, Agha Ubaid
from Daily Sada-e-
Ulas, Murtaza Tareen
from Daily Asia Today,
and Ghaffar Lango
from Daily Reformer.

Social media per-
sonalities including
Murtaza Zehri.
Nageebullah, Fazal ur
Rehman, Abdul

Digital Publishers and Social Medla Influencersin Quetta

QUETTA: Acomulta—'—i l—-"

1

Wakeel, and Sohail
Ahmed also attended
the meeting along with
officials from the
DGPR office.
During the ses-
sion, participants held
detailed discussions on
various aspects of the
pmposed digital media
policy.

They emphasized
that with the rapidly
evolving media land-
scape, promoting and
organizing digital media
effectively has become
a critical need of the
time.

Participants
shared their views and
suggestions, highlight-
ing that digital plat-
forms have become
one of the most impor-
tant channels for infor-
mation dissemination

ay.

Therefore, the sec-
tor should be strength-
ened through a well-
defined policy and ef-
fective strategy.

Addressing the
meeting, DGPR Askar
Khan said that the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
is taking steps to orga-
nize digital media under
a formal policy frame-
work.
He stated that, in
line with the vision of
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, ef-
forts are underway to
promote digital media
in the province, and
consultations with all
stakeholders are being
carried out to finalize
the policy.

He added that the
government is also
working on a compre-

ment, traditional media,
and social media repre-
sentatives  will be
strengthened for this
purpose.

The DGPR ex-
pressed hope that such
consultative meetings
will continue in the fu-
ture to further organize
and strengthen the digi-
tal media sector in
Balochistan.

SEO Keywords:
DGPR Balochistan
digital media policy,

skar Khan meet-
ing digital publishers
Quetta, Balochistan
digital media policy
consultation,  Mir
Sarfraz Bugti vision
digital media, social
media influencers
meeting Quetta, digital
publishers  policy

tal publishers and indi-
viduals associated with
social media, including
provisions related to
social media allow-
ances.

Askar Khan fur-
ther said that merit will
be given special impor-
tance in the policy, and
priority will be given to
local individuals from
the province so that
young people and me-
dia professionals from
Balochistan can benefit
from greater opportu-
nities.

He stressed that
the dissemination of
positive and authentic
information through
digital media is essen-
tial, and cooperation
between the govern-

Secretary Communications Reviews Progres
Justice Road Development Pro; ectin Quetta

QUETTA: Secretary
Communications and
Works Babar Khan
visited Justice Road in
Quetta to review the
progress of the ongo-
ing  development
project.

During the visit,
Chief Engineer Quetta
Zone Abdul Rahim
Bangalzai, Superin-
tending  Engineer
Quetta City Azhar
Jan, Engineer Owais
Parvez, and other con-
cerned officials were
also present.

Officials provided
the Secretary with a
detailed briefing on the
progress ofthe project,
informing him that con-
struction work is pro-
gressing rapidly and
that all available re-
sources are being uti-
lized to ensure the

so that the overall
completion process
can be accelerated.

He also instructed
officials to immedi-
ately

address any tech-
nical issues arising
during the project and
emphasized that no

project’s completion
within the stipulated
timeframe.

On the occasion,
Babar Khan inspected
various sections of the
project and reviewed
the quality of construc-
tion work.

He directed the

d authorities hould be
to ensure that the grey made on construction
structure  of the quality.
project is completed The Secretary

by June 30 at all costs stated that the timely

Balochistan.
of

structure and better
travel facilities.

completion of public
welfare projcets is

Quetta Road Project from Kohla
Phatak to Chaman Phatak Nears

Completion, Promises Traffic Relief

QUETTA: Provincial neer Haji Muhammad Quetta and the prov-
Minister for Commu- Anwar briefed the ince on modern lines
nications and Works minister on the to provide better
Mir Saleem Khan progressofthe project, travel facilities and
Khosa said that the noting that construc- permanently resolve
ongoing Kohla Phatak tion work is moving traffic issues.

to Chaman Phatak swiftly and has en- The minister fur-
road project in Quetta tered its final stages, ther directed that the
will significantly re- and expressed confi- pace ofall ongoing de-
duce traffic conges- dence that the project velopment projects in
tion in the cityand pro-  will be completed the province should be
vide citizens with im- soon, bringing direct accelerated while
proved commuting benefits to the resi- maintaining high stan-
convenience. dents of Quetta. dards, ensuring timely

The statement
came during the
minister’s visit to in-
spect the progress of
the road construction.

The inspection
was attended by Chief
Engineer Abdul Rahim
Bangulzai, Executive
Engineer E&M Works
Division Haji
Muhammad Anwar,
and other relevant of-
ficials. orityis todeveloproad government develop-

Executive Engi- infrastructure across ment projects.

Polio Eradication Meeting Held
in Barkhan Ahead of Upcoming

Vaccination Campaign

BARKHA children who were ing, Deputy Commis-
meeting of the District missed during the pre-  sioner Abdullah Khoso
Polio  Eradication vious campaign. directed officials to en-
Committee (DPEC) Officials informed the sure that no negli-
held under the meeting that a target gence is tolerated dur-
of has been set to vacci- ing the campaign. He
emphasized that spe-

mbulmg wpubllc wel-
ter Mir Saleem Khan
Khosa expressed sat-
isfaction with the on-
going work, stating
that the project will
soon reach completion
and that the people of
Quetta will benefit
from its outcomes. He
emphasized that the
provincial
government’s top pri-

SEO Keywords:
Quetta Kohlu Phatak
Chaman Phatak road
project, Mir Saleem
Khan Khosa road in-
spection, Quetta traf-
fic improvement,
Balochistan road in-
frastructure projects,
Quetta road construc-
tion update, provincial

nate 53,210 children

among e SEO Keywords:
government’s top pn» Justice Road Quetta
orities. development project, ‘fvh A hi
He added that the Secretary ¢ alrm‘:ins 1P
ications and C ions | Deputy
Works Department is Babar Khan visit,| . p for the district.
committed to complet- Quetta road infra- view preparations for the distric

ing important develop-
ment projects as soon
as possible so that citi-
zens can benefit from
them and enjoy im-
proved road infra-
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Price Monitoring Drive Continues in Sohbatpur During

SOHBATPUR: On the
directives of Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, the district
administration  in
Sohbatpur has intensi-
fied market monitoring
during the holy month of
Ramadan to ensure the
availability of essential
food items at official
government prices.

As part of the initia-
tive, Naib Tehsildar
Habibullah Muhammad
Hasni, accompanied by
Qanoongo  Zahoor
Ahmed and other staff

Ramadan to Provide Public Relief

members, conducted a
detailed inspection of
Sohbatpur Bazaar.
During the visit, of-
ficials inspected veg-
ctable and fruit shops,
grocery stores, and
medical stores. The team
reviewed the prices of
essential commodities,
the avallabllllyofofﬁclal
price lists, and the expiry
dates of medicines.
Shopkeepers were
strictly instructed to sell

oBYEEn ]

the official price list,
while 10 shopkeepers
were issued warnings to
remain cautious in the

Additionally, in-
4 structions were issued
® to improve cleanliness
" armangements in the mar-
- ketand ensure better fa-
cilities for the public.

The district admin-
istration Sohbatpur reit-
erated that regular moni-
toring of markets will
continue throughout
Ramadan to ensure com-
pliance with government
price list and avoid any price regulations and
form of illegal pmﬁ[eer_ provide reliefto citizens.
ing or artificial price SEO  Keywords:
hikes. The administra- Sohbatpur price control
tion emphasized that dan,
providingmaximum relief Mir Sarfraz Bugti di-
to the public during rectives, Sohbatpur ba-
Ramadan remains a top Zzaar inspection, Naib
priority for the govern-  Tehsildar Habibullah
ment. Hasni market visit, anti-
During the inspec- profiteering action
tion, several shopkeep- Sohbatpur, Ramadan
ers were fined a total of Mmarket monitoring
Rs. 6,700 for violating Balochistan.
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cial attention should be
given to children who
were missed during
the previous drive so
that they are vacci-
nated this time.

He added that all con-
cerned departments
must work with full
dedication to achieve

Abdullah Khoso tore- against polio across

the upcoming anti-po- The campaign will be
lio campaign in carried out in 14
Barkhan. Union Councils, for
The meeting was at- which 160 polio teams
tended by Deputy Dis-  have been formed.

trict Health Officer To ensure maximum
Dr. Majid Amin outreach, five transit
Khetran, District Po- points will also be es-

lio Monitoring Officer tablished to vaccinate
Dr. Nasir Khan childrentraveling with
Khetran, Union Coun- their families.
cil Medical Officers The meeting was fur-
(UCMOs) and other lher mtormed that the
d officials. cam-
During the meeting, paign will be con-
participants conducted ducted from April 13
a detailed review of to April 16, during
the preparations for which teams will visit
the upcoming polio households to admin-
vaccination campaign, ister polio drops to
the performance of children under five
vaccination teams, and years of age.
strategies to cover Addressing the meet-

the goal of making
Barkhan a polio-free
district.

SEO Keywords:
Barkhan polio cam-
paign 2026, Deputy
Commissioner
Abdullah Khoso meet-
ing, polio vaccination
Barkhan district, polio
eradication
Balochistan, children
vaccination campaign
Barkhan, anti-polio
drive Pakistan.

NATIONAL BOOK FOUNDATION

Minisiry of Federal Education and Profassional Traiming
Govarmment of Pakistan

Awards on Best Books

for children on
Quaid-e-Azam, Allama Muhammad Igbal
and Pakistan Movement 2025

National Book Foundation intends to award cash prizes for the
best baok written in English on Quaid-g-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinah, Allama Muhammad Igbal and Pakistan Movement,
published in 2025.

Cnly the books secunng first position will be entitled to the
award, Each winning author will receive a cash prize of PKR
100,000, Writers and publishers are requested to send 03
copies of books published during the calender year 2025 on
the above topics along with a copy of the author's CNIC and
two passport size photographs, latest by April 15, 2026 to the
address given below:

W Samra Saman Kiyani
R Incharge Production

National Book Foundation
6, Mauve Area, Sector G-B/4, lslamabad
Ph 051-9261184
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Ogra notifies masswe increase in RLNG price for March

NEWS DESK:Less than
aweek after the govern-
ment hiked the prices of
petroleum products by a
whopping Rs35, the Oil
and Gas Regulatory Au-
thority (Ogra) on Thurs-
day notified a massive
19-22 per cent increase
in the price of regasified
liquified natural gas
(RLNG) for sales at the
dislribu(ion stage by the

0 Sui gas companies
for the month of March.

The increase was
mainly because of in-
crease in terminal
charges amid lower im-
port molecules and minor
increase in import price,
the dataset from the au-
thority showed.

The rare increase
(19-22pc) in RLNG price
for March has come fol-
lowing a minor 0.5pc in-
crease in February and
two consecutive
monthly reductions in
December (6pc) and
January (5pc). The
prices had cumulatively
increased by 4.4pc in
October and November.

The Karachi-based
Sui Southern Gas Com-
pany Limited (SSGCL)
serves consumers in
Sindh and Balochistan
and its system losses at
the distribution stage
stand at 12.55pc, com-
pared to 10.6pca couple

of months earlier.

On the other hand,
the Lahore-based Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) pro-
vides gas to consumers
in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Its sys-
tem losses at the distri-

bution stage were also
reported at almost 9pc
compared to 7.47pc in
October.

According to
Ogra’s notification, the
RLNG sale price for
SNGPL at the transmis-
sion stage went up by

i
193peto$12. 49perm.l-
lion British thermal units
(mmBtu) for March from
$10.47 mmBtu in Febru-

ary.
It was $10.41 per
mmBtu in January 2026,
$10.92 per mmBtiiin De-
cember 2025 and $11.24

sion stage by 22pc to
$11.12 per mmBtu for
| March from $9.03 per
mmBtu in February. It
was $8.98 per mmBiu in
January, $9.47 per
‘mmBtu in December and
$9.86 per mmBtu in Sep-
tember.

The sale price at
distribution stage for the
company was also in-
creased by 22pc to
$12.54 per mmBtu for
March against $10.27 per
mmBtu in February. It
was $10.21 per mmBiu in
January, $10.77 per
mmBtu in December and
$11.01 permmBtuin Sep-
tember.

The regulatory au-
thority said the increase
in RLNG price was due
to the “increase in the
delivered ex-ship (DES)
price, import-related
cost and terminal
charges™.

The unaccounted
for gas (UFG) for both
companies at the distri-
bution stage has gone
up since January.

Tronically, the RLNG
per mmBtu in Septem- It was previously $11.27  distribution prices for

. per mmBtu in January, SSGCL ($12.54 per

Thesale priceatthe  $11.83 per mmBtuin De- mmBtu) and SNGPL
distribution stage for cember and $12.24 per ($13.55 per mmBtu) are
SNGPL was, thus, in- mmBtuin November. almost $3.3 and $4.25 per
creased by 19.6pc to On the other side, mmBtu higher than the
$13.55 per mmBtu for the RLNG sale price for average DES, respec-
March against $11.335 SSGCL has been in- tively.
per mmBtu in February. creased at the transmis- This is mainly be-

cause of the fact that
both LNG importers —
Pakistan State Oil (PSO)
and Pakistan LNG Ltd
(PLL)—and port authori-
ties also charge hefty
profit margins on ac-
count of retainage and
margins at the rate of
3.77pc of the DES price
on top of 8.97pc losses
of SNGPL and 12.55pc
losses of SSGCL.

The basket RLNG
price was based ona to-
tal of only two cargoes
in March against eight
cargoes each in Febru-
ary 2026 and March 2025
due to a force majeure
declared by Qatar after
its gas facilities came
under attack and close
of the Strait of Hormuz.

oth cargoes were
imported under two LNG
contracts between PSO
and Qatar Gas at an av-
erage of about $7.68 per

tu(DES price), com-
paredto $7.45 per mmBtu
last month, but still sig-
nificantly lower than
$8.9 per mmBtuin March
last year.

The DES price was
at $7.52 per mmBtu in
January, $7.87 per
mmBtu in December and
$8.15 per mmBtuin No-
vember. Of the two, one
cargo was procured at
$8.72 and another at
$6.65 per mmBtu.

IMF mission fails to reach
staff-level agreement with
Pakistan, talks to continue

NEWS DESK: The Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) on Thursday con-
firmed that its mission
could not reach a staff
level agreement (SLA)
on the third review of the
country’s $7 billion Ex-
tended Fund Facility
(EFF) and the second
review of the Resilience
and Sustainability Facil-
ity (RSF) despite consid-
erable progress, and
that negotiations would
continue.

In its “End of Mis-
sion” statement, the
IMF said its team,
headed by Iva Petrova,
held discussions with
Pakistani authorities on
the EFF’s third review
and the second review
of the 28-month RSF ar-
rangement in Karachi
and Islamabad, as well
as virtually, from Febru-
ary 25 to March 11
(Wednesday).

“While consider-
able progress was made
in the discussions, these
will continue in the com-
ing days, including to
more fully assess the
impact of recent global
developments on
Pakistan’s economy and

the EFF- supponed
programme,” Petrova
said.It  said  that

ensure inflation remains
durably within the State
Bank of Pakistan’s target

tion under the EFF re-
mained broadly aligned
with the authorities’
commitments through
the end of February.
“Considerable
progress was made in the
discussions on policies
ahead, including on sus-
taining the fiscal con-
solidation to strengthen
public finances; main-
taining a sufficiently
tight monetary policy to

range; and
reforms to improve the
viability of the energy
sector,” it said.
“Particular atten-
tion was paid to deepen-
ing structural reforms,
given the authorities’
emphasis on accelerat-
ing growth, alongside
efforts to strengthen so-
cial protection and re-
build health and educa-
tion spending. These
discussions are ongo-

ing.

"The IMF state-
ment added that the Pa-
kistani authorities had
also made “good
progress” in implement-
ing their reform agenda
tosstrengthen climate re-
silience, including
through the completion
of reform measures un-
der the RSF.

“Discussions also
covered the impact of
the conflict in the
Middle  East on
Pakistan’s economic
outlook.

PIA raises fuel surcharge as Gulf
crisis lifts fuel costs 34%

NEWS DESK:Fuel flights were cancelledin intra-day on Monday.
2costs ?of Pakistan In- the past 12 days due to Air operations from
ternational ?Airlines the crisis, which had Pakistan to the Middle
(PIA) have risen ?34% also significantly hurt East have been severely
due to ?the crisis in ?the  international operations. disrupted by the re-
Gulfregion and the 7car- Higher oil prices due ~ gional conflict, with
rier is increasing the fuel to the Iran war are in- more than 500 domestic
2surcharge ?on both do-  creasing prices of jet and international flights
mestic ?and ?interna- fuel, which accounts for ~cancelled over the past
tional routes, a spokes- abxgpomon ofairlines' three days, stranding
man ?said Zon Thurs- costs. Brent crude oil thousands of passen-
ay. rose near $100 per barrel  gers.

He added that PIA  on Thursday on worries Globally, the con-
would raise the fuel sur- about disrupted supply. flict involving the United
charge by $20 on do- Spot Northwest Eu- ~ States, Israel and Iran
mestic flights andbyup ropean jet fuel prices has disrupted airline op-
2to $100 on overseas wereat$1,536 permetric erations, with carriers

ights. ton on Thursday, trad- from Qatar, Kuwait and

The spokesman ingnear anall-time high the United Arab Emir-
further said that 165 of $1,633 they reached ates among the hardest

hit.

Six airlines from
these countries —
Etihad, Air Arabi
Flydubai, Qatar Ai
ways, Emirates and Ku-
wait Airways — have
cancelled about 2,381
flights a day, affecting
hundreds of thousands
of passengers.

Between March 1
and March 10, only
around 50 flights oper-
ated, bringing total can-
cellations during the pe-
riod to about 23,810, ac-
cording to statistics re-
ported by The Express
Tribune.

Saudi Arabia activates desert
oil pipeline

NEWS DESK:Faced
with an unprecedented
crisis in shipping its oil
to clients overseas,
Saudi Arabia is moving
rapidly to activate a de-
cades-old contingency
plan—pumping millions
of gallons across vast
tracts of desert to reach
tankers on the Red Sea.

‘With the vital Strait
of Hormuz all but closed,
the region’s petroleum-
exporting monarchies
are facing a potentially
disastrous situation as
Iran targets energy
ins-tallations, storage
capacity fills, and pro-
duction is throttled due
to the shipping paraly-
sis caused by the Middle
East w:

The Gulf has been
battered by Iranian at-
tacks in retaliation for
the US-Israeli strikes
that sparked the conflict,
with Tehran targeting
both US assets in the
region and civilian infra-
structure alike.

To help manage the
fiasco, Saudi Arabia is
ramping up the use of
the Petroline, its east-
west plpelme bisecting
the kingdom, Saudi state
energy giant Aramco
said during an earnings
call this week.

Petroline ramps up
activity to bypass
Hormuz blockage

“While we have

faced disruptions in the
past, this one by far is
the blgge;l crisis the
region’s oil and gas in-
dustry has faced,”
Aramco CEO and presi-
dent Amin H. Nasser
said, warning of “cata-
strophic consequences
for the world’s oil mar-
Kets the longer the dis-
ruption goes on”

The CEO said the
company was working
hard to increase flows to
the Petroline in the com-
ing days, with the
infrastructure’s capacity
reported to be an esti-
mated seven million bar-
rels a day.

The 750-mile net-
work of pipes connects
two waterways crucial
for global commerce —

the Gulf in the east and
the Red Sea to the west.
“This will not “fix”
the Strait of Hormuz
problem,” warned Jim
Bianco, president and
founder of Bianco Re-
search, in a note posted
on X. According to
Bianco, the Petroline
carried roughly one mil-
lion barrels a day before
the war — meaning just
six million more can be
added. That total is a
fraction of the roughly
21 million barrels of oil
that passed through the
Gulf before the war. The
situation the Gulf finds
itselfin was unthinkable
just weeks ago.
Despite the pres-
ence of an archipelago of
US military bases dotting

the region, Iran was able
to effectively close the
Strait of Hormuz and
cause widespread dis-
ruptions in justa matter
of days.

In a line stretching
from Kuwait City to Abu
Dhabi, Iran has methodi-
cally knocked major re-
fineries offline and
forced Qatar to shutter
LNG installations that
provide roughly a fifth
of the world’s liquified
natural gas. The
stranglehold only ap-
pears to be deepening,
with the US appearing to
acknowledge this week
that Iran has begun min-
ing the Strait of Hormuz
—a chokepoint where
around 20 per cent of
global energy passes.

Tech fails to break mandi

monopoly

N E w S the country's farm-to- According to Shah,
NEWS:Technology fork systemstill revolves ~ the structure of the mar-
companies that gave a aroun traditional ket itself limits disrup-
positive connotation to wholesale markets, tion. Wholesale trading
the word "disruption” where commission of fruits and vegetables
for radically transform- agents dominate trade is governed by provin-
ing traditional markets flows and price forma- cial legislation com-
globally have not been tion. Growers' represen- monly referred to as the
able to make a dent in tatives argue that online Market Produce Act,
Pakistan's exploitative platforms have so far which requires buying
fruit and vegetable sup- captured onlya marginal ~and selling to take place
ply chains, which remain  share of the overall pro-  within officially notified
largely controlled byen- duce trade. Sindh wholesale markets, com-
trenchedmiddlemenand Abadgar Board (SAB) monly known as Sabzi
constrained by restric- President Mahmood Mandis. These markets
tive government regula- Nawaz Shah recently operate under govern-
tions. said that digital plai- ment-appointed market
Industry observers forms could handle no committees and effec-
say that despite the more than 2-3% of fruit tively channel most
rapid expansion of digi- and vegetable volumes, large-scale trading
tal marketplaces and leaving the broader sup- through designated lo-
quick-commerce ser- ply chain largely un- cations.
vices in urban Pakistan, changed. Asaresult, the sys-

tem continues to re-
volve around commis-
sion agents, known lo-
cally as arthis, who pro-
vide credit to farmers
and control access to
trading space in whole-
sale markets. Growers
often rely on advances
from these intermediar-
ies to finance produc-
tion, which binds them
to sell their harvest
through the same deal-
ers at predetermined
prices. The structure,
farmers say, creates a
cycle of dependence
that digital platforms
have not yet been able
to break.

Pakistan's market in-
frastructure also remains
limited relative to popu-
lation size. Karachi, a
city of more than 20 mil-
lion people, operates es-
sentially a single large
wholesale fruit and veg-
etable market spread
over roughly 100 acres,
said Nawaz. Growers'
bodies argue that such
limited infrastructure
concentrates trading
power and restricts com-
petition.

In contrast, compa-
rable international cities
operate multiple whole-
sale produce markets

with extensive storage
and logistics facilities,
enabling more efficient
distribution and price
discovery, he added.
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Iran cannot participate in upcoming FIFA World Cup
in US, minister says

NEWS DESK:Iran can-
not participate in the
2026 FIFAWorld Cup af-
ter the co-host US
launched airstrikes
alongside Isral, Spons
Minister

Donyamali said on
Wednesday.

The aftacks assas-
sinated Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei and triggered
aregion-wide conflict.

“Considering that
this corrupt regime has
assassinated our leader,
under no circumstances
can we participate in the
World Cup,” the minis-
ter told state television.

The 48-team World
Cup will be held in the
US, Mexico and Canada -2
from June 11 to July 19. ! 1

“Our children are e
not safe and, fundamen-
tally, such, conditions for
parllclpalmn donot ex-
ist,” Donyamali said.

“Given the mali-
cious actions they have
carried out against Iran,
they have forced two
wars on us over eight or
nine months and have
killed and martyred thou-
sands of our people.
Therefore, we certainly
cannot have such a pres-
ence.”

More than 1,300 Ira-
nian civilians have been

killed since the US and
Isracli airstrikes began
on February 28, accord-
ing to Iran’s UN ambas-

eador Amir Saeid

Iravani.

Iran are grouped

with Belgium, Egypt and
Iran drawn to play New Zealand.

in LA and Seattle All three of their

for World Cup partici-
pants held last week in
Atlanta.

There was no imme-
diate comment from the
Iranian Football Federa-
tion or world soccer’s
governing body, FIFA.

FIFA regulations
state that any team that
withdraws from the tour-
nament “no later than 30
days before the first
match” will be fined at
least 250,000 Swiss
francs ($320,800).

“Disciplinary sanc-
tions may include the ex-
pulsion of the participat-
ing member association
concerned from subse-
quent FIFA competitions
and/or the replacement
of the participating mem-
ber association with ai
other member associa-
tion,” FIFA’s regulations

say.

“The FIFA Council
or the relevant commit-
tee may decide, in par-
ticular, to replace the
member association in
question with another
association.”

Iran had selected
Tucson’s sprawling
v Kino Sports Complex as
the team’s base camp
and 18 months of prepa-
ration hang in the bal-
ance with a potential
economic hit in Arizona.

the tournament in March
last year, was the only
nation missing from a
FIFA planning summit

attle.

Tran, who domi-
nated the Asian qualify-
ing rounds to qualify for

Group G matches are
scheduled to take place
in the US, two in Los
Angeles and one in Se-

New F1 cars more like Mario
Kart: Verstappen

NEWS DESK:Four-time

quite well,_ the blue inthe coming yearsIcan timism that things would

world champion Max shells are a bit more dif- do Spa and hopefully Le  improve as the new rules
Verstappen said Thurs- ficult." Mans. and regulations were
day he was not having Verstappen an- "So I'm combining ~adjusted and said driv-

nounced this week that
he would be driving in
the Nurburgring 24-hour
race this year.

"I wish I had a bit
more fun for sure," he
said of Formula One at
the moment.

"Imean, I get torace
the Nordschleife
(Nurburgring) and Thope

much fun driving the
new era of Formula One
cars, joking he was
"practising with Mario
Kart" because it was
more realistic than his
simulator.

The Red Bull driver
crashed in qualifying in
the season-opener in
Australia last weekend
before having to carve
his way from 20th on the
grid to finisha creditable
sixth.

The new cars re-

stuffand I'm also doing
other stuff that is a lot
of fun.

"It's a bit conflicted
because I don't really
enjoy to drive the car,
but I do enjoy working
with all the people in the
team and from the engine
department as well."

He did express op-

s were already in di
cussions over changes.

I hope, of course,
that it gets better," said
the Dutchman.

"T've had discus-
sions with F1 and the
FIA and 1 think we are

working towards some-
thing that will improve
everything."

quire battery manage-
ment and energy har-
vesting with a 50-50 split
between conventional
and electrical power.
They also have fea-
tures such as straight-
line mode, active aero,
overtake and boost but-
tons, which Verstappen
reckons are nearer to a
video game.
"I swapped the
simulator for my
Nintendo Switch. I'm
practising with Mario
Kart, actually. Finding
the mushrooms is going

Dj okovic ousted by Draper at
Indian Wells as Alcaraz marches on

NEWS DESK:Novak
Djokovic was dumped
out by Jack Draper in a
slugfest Wednesday as
the defending champion
won 4-6, 64, 7-6 (7/5) to
reach the quarter-finals
at Indian Wells.

‘World number one
Carlos Alcaraz sailed
into the last eight of the
Masters 1000 event for
the fifth straight year
and there were straight-
sets wins for Daniil
Medvedevand Cameron

jorrie.

But Britain's Draper
did it the hard way, wear-
ing down 38-year-old
Djokovic in a punishing
third set to deny the
Serb superstar his first
return to the quarter-fi-
nals since he won his
ﬁﬁh Indian Wells title in

two-time finalist Daniil
Medvedev coming up
on Thursday.
Medvedev beat
American Alex
Michelsen 6-2, 6-4.
Alcaraz shines
Alcaraz advanced
witha sparkling 6-1, 7-6
(7/2) victory over Casper
Ruud, extending his per-
fect start t0 2026.
Alcaraz, who lifted
the trophy in the Califor-
nia desert in 2023 and
2024, was untouchable
in the first set, conjuring
winners from every
angle of the court.
"My first set, I
think I was unplayable
to be honest," Alcaraz
said.
"I was really, really

hang on.

"He played a
sloppy game to close it
out 5-4, and, you know,
T got the crowd, you
know, backing me, and I
felt the energy,"
Diokovic said. "It was,
like, maybe I'm gonna
take this one. It was so,
so close."

Draper, playing just
his second tournament
since missing the better
part of six months with
an arm injury, was de-
lighted.

"To come out here
against Novak, for me
the greatest tennis
player there is, I'm just
incredibly proud of my-
self," he said.

He won't have long

an overhead for a 40-30
lead.

He flopped on the
court exhausted and was
on his knees again after
Draper won the next
point. Djokovic would
go on to hold serve, but
he said it was the differ-
ence in the match for him.

"One point," he
said.

"It was great win-
ning that point in that
game, but I just ran com-
pletely out of gas."

Draper  broke
Djokovic in his next ser-
vice game, but couldn't
close it out when he
served for the match at

"I came out here to-
night and 1 won that
match through determi-
nation and trying to
problem-solve and do
my best and have a great
attitude," said Draper,
who kept the former
world number one on
the move with multiple
drop shots.

The margins were
razor-thin over the first
two sets. The tide
turned on an epic point
in the opening game of
the third that saw both
players chasing down
drop shots and scram-

" The reprieve wasn't
enough for Djokovic,

who led 4-3 in the

bling for lobs before
j i it with  tiebreaker but couldn't

tosavor the victory, with
Djokovic sealed it with i

happy aboul playing at
a quarter-final against 1

that level.

North Korea vow no more
protests in Women's Asian Cup

NEWS DESK:North
Korea pledged Thurs-

ay there will be no
more sideline protests
during their Women's
Asian Cup quarter-final
with Australia after
causing a stir against
China.

An incensed North
Korea refused to play
for several minutes in
their 2-1 loss to the
Chinese during a group
game on Monday.

They were left
fuming when former
Tottenham attacker
‘Wang Shuang scored in
first-half stoppage
time, demanding the
referee look at the
pitchside monitor.

The three-time
champions refused to
resume the game for
four minutes as boos
rang out."If that kind
of situation happens
again in tomorrow's
match, we will follow
the referees, the match
official's decision, and
respect it," coach Ri
Song Ho told reporters.
in Perth through an
interpreter.Ri was yel-

~carded for his part

0 Nahid Rana takes 5 wickets as
Bangladesh crush Pakistan in
ODI opener

‘Women's Ul7 World
Cup title in Morocco
last year, which came
on the heels of winning
the U20 World Cup in
Colombia in 2024.
Talented striker
Choe I Son played in
both those triumphs
before transitioning to
the full national side.
"We know Austra-
lia are a formidable
team, so tomorrow we
will give our best to
support each other and

in the fracas.North
Korea are set to face a
partisan full house at
Perth Rectangular Sta-
dium on Friday against
the hosts, who beat
them on penalties in the
2010 final after it ended
1-1.Australia's Sam
Kerr is the only player
left from the match,
with North Korea now
boasting a young and
physical side.

They are looking to
build on defending their

perform at our highest
level," she said.

"We have talent on
our side and we've been
preparing carefully for
the match. We're ex-
cited to show what our
team can do on the
pitch."Not only is a
semi-final berth at
stake, but also 2027
World Cup qualifica-
tion with the top six fin-
ishers booking their
tickets to the Brazil
showpiece.

NEWSDESK:
Bangladesh pace sen-
sation Nahid Rana
claimed his first five-
wicket haul in one-day
internationals to lead
his team to a crushing
eight-wicket win over
Pakistan in their open-
ing match on Wednes-
day.

Ranareturned fig-
ures of 5-24 to skittle
out Pakistan for 114, a
total Bangladesh over-
hauledin 15.1 overs of
the 50-over contest in
Mirpur to take a 1-0
lead in the three-
match series.

perfor-

Opener Tanzid ODI total against Salman Agha (5) as overs.The
Hasan hammered an Bangladesh, eclipsing Pakistan slumped to mance marked a
unbeaten 67 off 42 the previous 161 dur- 69-5. breakthrough in

balls and put on a sec-
ond-wicket partner-
ship of 82 with Najmul
Hossain Shanto, who
made 27, in a state-
ment win.

Saif Hassan fell
carly for four, while
Litton Das remained
unbeaten on three
with Tanzid.

Earlier, Nahid laid
the platform for vic-
tory with his outstand-
ing spell in his seven
overs to bowl out Pa-
kistan for their lowest

ing the 1999 World
Cup.

The 23-year-old
Nabhid ripped through
Pakistan’s top order,
becoming the first
Bangladeshi bowler to
dismiss the
opposition’s top five
batters in an ODI in-
nings.

Nahid removed
Sahibzada Farhan
(27), Shamyl Hussain

He was ably sup-
ported by captain
Mehidy Hasan Miraz,
who took 3-29 with his
off-spin.

Senior  quicks
Taskin Ahmed and
Mustafizur Rahman
took one wicket each.

Number cight
Faheem Ashraf of-
fered brief resistance
with his 37 before be-
ing dismissed by
Mustafizur as Pakistan
were eventually
bowled out in 30.4

Nahid’s young ODI
career since his debut
in 2024.He had taken
only five wickets in his
first five matches be-
fore producing the
five-wicket haul in his
sixth appearance.

Nahid is now only
the second
Bangladeshi bowler to
take a five-wicket haul
against Pakistan in
ODIs after
Mustafizur’s 5-75 dur-
ing the 2019 World
Cup.

(4), Maaz Sadagat

(18), Mohammad
Rizwan (10) and
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Govt mulling not hiking prices of petroleum
products further despite i increase in global market

NEWS DESK: The fed-
eral government has
banned the export of all
petroleum producis and
is consideringnot hiking
prices further despite a
continuous increase in
the global market and the
drawdown of about
Rs389%bn in budget allo-
cations for emergencics
to_absorb the future
price shock as much as
. . . possible.
13 terrorists killed in 5 ...
after the latest esti-
R . . mates, based on existing
lntelll ence_drlven tax rates and pricing for-
g mula, suggest that the
. prics of high-speed dic-
operations across KP: ISPR [ e
p . Rs36 per litre and that of
NEWS DESK:Sceuity  “Simultancously,in  enforcement agencies [ Ptrcl by Redl. Petrol
forces have killed 13 ter- two separate engage- (LEAS) of Pakistan will | 21d HSE are currently
rorists in five scparate ments in Khyber and continue at full pace to | S0ld on the higher side

saying that otherwise
there would have been
supply disruptions as
seen in Bangladesh and
India, where people had
also attacked retail sta-
tions.

Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
meanwhile, said intern:
tional oil prices were still
going up.

It maybe noted that
benchmark Brent prices
are generally quoted in
the public and social
media discourse for
comparisons against lo-
cal retail prices;

the former has no
direct linkage and fluc-
tuate mostly based on
statements from US
President  Donald
Trump, his aides and

d of Rs322 and Rs337 per . ¢ like-minded think tanks

e e htum o B o T s tend e | lire, respectively atre- joinlydecided thatafier  However, _the a decision would be about the conflict in
o et ) and | i, the initial increase, there ~sources said the cabinet - made aflerreviewing the  Iran.

the military’s media af- - tively neutralised five supported terrorism [ ¥ o G0 iiee would be no further members were still di- global prices on Friday. Pakistan’s oil im-

fairs wing said on Sun- - more hawarf, itaddod, - from the sountry™, | 4150 showed an increase  price hike, at leastin the vided over the prime - Minister of State for _ports, more than 95 per

of Rs7and Rs53 per litre  near future, regardless minister’s announce- Finance and Railways cent, originate from the
for the prices of kero- of the prices in the ment and technocrats, Bilal Azhar Kiyani told Middle East.

¥.
“OnMarch 6-7. se- weapons and ammuni- Zardari commended the
curity forces conducted  tion were also recovered — security forces for climi-

a series of high-tempo from the “Indian-spon- nating the terrorists, | S1¢ and light diesel oil, Middle East. particularly those di- the meeting that while Most of its trans-
intelligence-driven op- sored killed khawarij, ~state-run APP reported. | respectively. The session, also  rectly dealing with the prices would be re- portation took place via
crations, part of relent-  who remained actively The  president The next price re- attended by Field Mar-  International Monetary viewed on Friday, the the troubled Strait of
less counter-terrorism _involved in lauded the profossi view is for shal Asim Munir, wasin- Fund (IMF), opposed government would make ~Hormuz, notwithstand-
campaign, wherein 13 [Cm,m‘ activities in the  capabilities of the secu- March 15 (Sunday) but  formed that the govern-  disturbing the pricing all efforts not to further ing a few alternative
khawarij belonging to area”. ity forces during the op- ministers indicate these ment would use block buffers currently in burden the people. He routes off-late, and are
Indian proxy Fitna Al “It is imperative o _erations in Bajaur, | could be reviewed on allocations for emergen- place. o said international prices ~linked to Dubai-based
Khawarij were killed in  highlight that these op- Bannu, DI Khan, March 13 (Friday). cies to absorb further This wasreinforced showed a  rising Middle East pricing,
five separate engage- erations are being con- Khybcr and South Highly placed price hikes. - at a meeting of the Sen-  trend.“The prime minis-  which currently stands
ments in Khyber ducted concurrently as Waziristan, the media | Sources told Dawn that The prime minister ate Standing Committee ~ ter has alsodirected that  at $135 per barrel against
Pakhtunkhwa,” the [me; Pakistan continues to wmgofpm,dcnuscv Prime Minister Shehbaz told the meeting that no on Finance, where Petro-  burden should not be $105 of Brent.
Services Public Rela- counter emerging chal- retariat said in a press | Sharif recently told a other emergency could ~leum MinisterAli Pervez passed on to  the Petrol and diesel
tions (ISPR) said. lenges along its borders ~release. consultative session — be worse than what the  Malik said attempts were pcoplc he said. are imported separately
Fitna al Khawarij is  with Afghanistan,” ISPR President Zardari | attended by federal and ~ whole nation was facing ~ being made to manage Both the ministers and their current Dubai
aterm the state uses for noted. underlined that opera- | provincial representa- at the moment because  petroleum prices under also defended the March  prices stand at $120 and
terrorists belonging to “The security tions against tives — that he and the of fuel supply disrup- the directives of the 7 decision to increase $168 per barrel, respec-

the banned Tehreek-i- forces of Pakistan re- “Indian-backed | military leadership had tions. prime minister and that prices by Rs55 per litre, tively.
Taliban Pakistan (TTP). main resolute and unwa- Fitna al Khawarij terror-

According (0 ISPR. vering in their commit- _ists were significant for | - PV Shehbaz departs for Saudi Arabia on 'brief’ visit

five terrorists were killed ment to defend the securing peace in the

in the Bajaur district af- nation’s frontiers,” the ~country”. NEWS DESK:Prime Office spokesperson nationbetween Pakistan strategic commitment to At the same time,
tor an intense fire ex- military reaffirmed. Terror resurgence | Minister Shehbaz Sharif Tahir Hussain Andrabi and Saudi Arabia on SaudiArabia while urg-  the prime minister’s
change when troops “ef-  Sanitisation opera- and intensified opera- | on Thursday departed ~confirmed the visit dur- matters related to re- ing restraint to prevent spokesperson for for-

fectively engaged the tions were being con- tions KP has seenarise | fora briefofficial visitto  ing the weekly briefing, gional peace and awiderregional conflict. eign media, Mosharraf
Khawarij location” dur- - ducted to “eliminate any - in terrorist attacks in the | Saudi Arabia at the invi- ~ saying the prime minis-  security.He said the visit  Yesterday, Prime Minis- Zaidi, said Pakistan
ing an intelligence- other Indian-sponsored past year. tation of Crown Prince ter had left foraone-day ~should also be scen as ter Shehbaz Sharif dis- would firmly stand with
based operation (IBO). found in the According to the | 4 Prime Minister trip to Saudi Arabia. part of broader diplo- cussed the evolvingsitu-  Saudi Arabia if required,

n two other en- Annual Security Report | Mohammed bin Salman, He said Deputy matic efforts aimed at ation duringa telephone highlighting the depth
counters in Bannu and ISPR noted that a 2025 from the Centre for | state broadcaster APB Prime Minister and For. paving the way for dia- conversation with Ira- of ties between the two
Dera Ismail Khan dis- “relentless counter-ter- Research and Security | reported. cign Minister Ishaq Dar  logue and diplomacy in nian President Masoud countries. “The ques-
tricts, three terrorists ~rorism campaign under  Studies (CRSS). During the visit, the is accompanying the the region. Pezeshkian, stressing tion is not whether Paki

“belonging to Indian vision Azm-i-lstehkam’ ~, KP recorded asig- [ prime minister is sched:  prime minister on the Amid rising ten- that dialogue and diplo- stanmight come to Sdudl
proxy Fitna Al Khawarij ~ (as approved by Federal - nificant surge in violence | yled to hold a meeting vis sions in the Middle East - matic engagement were  Arabia’s aid... we
were  successfully  Apex Committceon Na- last year as “fatalities | with Crown Prince The spokesperson following US-Isracli essential to ensure Nomatter what, no ma
neutralised”, the press  tional Action Plan) by rose from 1,620 in 2024 | Mohammed bin Salman, ~ added that the trip forms strikes on Iran, Pakistan peace, stability and de- ter when,” he said, while
release said. security forces and law t02,331in2025". where the two leaders part of ongoing coordi- has reiterated its strong escalation in the region. adding that Islamabad

. will discuss the prevail- p was currently focused

THC orders medical board on | resionsl situation, on preventing further
P ongoing tensions in the escalation and ensuring
region and bilateral rela- key regional partners are
Imran Khan’s request for  [izomibes
i the conflict.

Tran has responded
to the US-Israeli strikes
by launching waves of
drone and missile at-
tacks not only toward
Isracl but also at Gulf
states, including Saudi
Arabia, hosting US mili-
tary mslallduons drag-
ging the region deeper
into the conflict. The

(] ) countries.
transfer to Shifa Hospital | ™ i o aer
NEWS DESK:The thatKhosabeallowedto rules. the on the regional so-
Islamabad High Court complete his arguments The judge ob- | curity situation and co-
(IHC) on Thursday or- and - directed  the served hat trsatment operation between Paki-
dered the formationofa Islamabad advocate was already being pro- | stan and Saudi Arabia on
medical board while de- ~general toreview medi- vided and suggested | matters of mutual inter-
cidinga petition filed by ~cal reports and previous  that a medical check-up | est.
former prime minister decisions related to the could be conducted at The visit reflects
Imran Khanseeking his  case, Shifa Hospital, with ac- | pakistan’s continued
transfer to Shifa Inter Citing jail rules and  cess granted to Khan’s engagement in diplo-
tional Huspltd]forlrcat» past court rulings, pcrsunal doctors. | matic efforts at the inter- escalation has hit key in-
ment. Khosa argued that there  *“Treatment is being car- | national level and its role - frastructure, including

The case was heard  were serious concerns - tied out and the govern- [ in promoting dialogue Pl e b1 R T airports, ports, hotels,

Justice  Arbab about Khan's healthand ment acknowledges this. | and smb,]‘(y in the re- and oil and military facili-
Vuhammad Tahir and ihoand that immeiite i cem Qureshi s an | gio ties across Gulf coun-
Justice Khadim Hussain  specialised care was ~excellent retina special- | Separately, Foreign [i | wies.

Soomro. PTI founder necessary. The court in- ist,” Justice Tahir said.

b ity womerns|  Fuel price hike adds to Ramazan

by lawyer Sardar Latif
Khosa, while Islamabad ~ guments. Aleema Khan said,
Advocate General Ayaz Justice  Arbab “They do not even tell
Shaukat and Additional  Mubammad Tahir asked _the uyuth;mey keep ly- lnﬂatlon burden
Attorney  General under which case former ing all day.” The judge
Rashid Hafeez also ap- prime minister Nawaz responded that Dr|NEWS DESK:The increase within hours,”
peared before the court. ~ Sharif had previously Qureshi could brief | sharp Rs55 per litre in- = said Muhammad Idrees,
uring the hearing, - received relief. Advo- Khan's doctors about | erease in fuel prices is a vegetable vendor ai
Khosatold the court that  cate General Ayaz  the ongoing treatment. | sending ripple effects Ravi Road Market, the
Khan had been com- Shaukat replied that it A medical report | acrogs the country, rais- mysld,gm wholesale
plaining of deteriorating had ~ been granted submitted to the Su-|ing  transportation market.
vision in his right eye through a writ petition.  preme Court on Febru- | costs, driving up food
since October. He said Justice Tahir re- ary 15 stated that | priccs and putting addi-
jail doctors initially marked that the matter Khan’s vision in his | tional burden on house.
treated the matter as rou- - would be decided ac-  right eye had declined (0 [ holds already grappling
tine and that Khan was  cording to law and ques-  15%, prompting renewed | with traditional inflation
shifted to the Pakistan tioned what would hap- calls from Pakistan | guring the holy month of
Institute of Medical Sci- pen ifa prisoner was not  Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) for | Ramagan.
ences (PIMS) onlyafter ~satisfied with medical ~his release on medical “It was the last
his eyesight had “al- treatment. grounds. His family has | thing Pakistanis needed
most been lost.” He The advocate gen- also demanded that he | and the government de-
added that the family eral responded that sat- be shifted to Al-Shifa | |jyered it mercilessly,”
and legal team were not  isfaction of the medical Hospital for treatment | caid one of the several
informed during this officer—not the prisoner by his personal physi- respondents from differ-
period.The court asked —was required under the ~ cians. ent social strata whom
Dawn spoke to on for the fallout.
Wednesday. - B - “People are right
“Life ftselfis begin- sumers immediately,” he _economic activity and Muhammad Ramzan, a_ when they complain
ning to bite now, as mak-  said. eventually fuel public motorcyclist working for about transportation
ing both ends meet has Economists say the ~discontent as quality of an international food costs,” said Nasir Igbal,
become an almost im- impact of higher fuel life deteriorates,” he ex- chain. “My daily petrol a cab driver who has
possible struggle,” he prices rarely remains plained. consumption is about been working with an
added. confined to petrol “One wonders what three litres, which means app-based transport
The resentment is pumps and quickly the governmentseeks to the recent increase will company for the last 10
not limited to consum- spreads across the achieve through such cost me another Rs165, years.
ers. Traders and profes- economy. social cruelty. If IMF  which is about 16.5 per “During this period,
sionals  say  the “Conventional eco- conditionalities are the cent of my daily income fares have multiplied
government’s handling nomics tells us that oil only reason, then the when Iactually manage manytimes due torising
ofthe increase has deep- price hikes trigger a condition of Pakistanis to carn Rs1,000, which fuel prices and higher

“The oil price an-
nouncement came late in
the evening, and prices
in the market were up by
20pc to 25pc by carly
morning. Perishable
daily-use items suffer
first. Vegetable sales are
sustaining, but fruit
sales have already taken
adip,” he said.

The transport sec-
tor, heavily dependent
on fuel, is also bracing

ened public frustration. ~ chain reaction across should also have been itselfis occasional.” operating costs.

“The manner of the the economy,” Prof factored in,”he said. The ripple effects Each increase re-
hike was even cruel,” Kamran Butt said. anculnrlyfordmly are already leinlo- duces the number of
said Anees Ahmad “They increase wage carners and gig cal markeis, where trad- commuters while raising
Khan, a trader from transportation costs, workers, the economic ers say prices adjust the coq of doing busi-
Lahore. “In the morning, push up the prices of theory translates intoan within hours of any fuel nes
federal ministers were daily-use commodities immediate hit to already increase. This latest hike will

saying Pakistan was safe and food items, raise the ~ fragile incomes. “The firstand most be no exception as it will
for now as it had around ovcrallcostoflwmg,rc» “In 12 hours of immediate pressure of increase fares byat least
a month’s stock, mean- duce purchasing power, work aday Ihardlymake  petrol price hikes is felt 15pc to 20peand further
ing international prices increase poverty and Rs1,000 deliveringfood in fruit and vegetable reduce the number of
would not affect con- unemployment, slow to households,” said markets, where prices passengers.”




