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CM Defends BPSC Chairman’s Appointment, Says
No One Should Be Ciriticized for Religion

NEWS DESK:

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Friday defended
the appointment of Justice (R)
Mehta Kailash Nath Kohli as
Chairman of the Balochistan Pub-
lic Service Commission (BPSC),
stating that no individual should

be criticized on the basis of reli-
gion as all citizens enjoy equal
rights under the Constitution.

Addressing the Provincial
Assembly, the chiefminister was
responding to a question raised
by MPA Zamrak Khan Achakzai,
who asked whether there was no
other person available to be ap-
pointed to the position.

The chief minister said that
criticism over Kohli’s appoint-
‘ment simply because he is a Hindu
was_inappropriate, adding that
merit and professional integrity
should remain the guiding prin-
ciples in such decisions.

He also recalled that around
2013 the image of the BPSC had
been badly damaged due to un-

fdu‘ appoxmmcnu and irregulari-

However he said that when
Justice (R) Mehta Kailash Nath
Kohli served as chairman, he took
steps to remove those irregulari-
ties and restore the institution’s
credibility.

The chief minister further
noted that Kohli enjoys a strong

professional reputation and had
maintained a good record even
during his tenure as a judge.

He added that Kohli’s previ-
ous performance and integrity
were the reasons behind his se-
lection, emphasizing that the gov-
ernment remains committed to
merit-based appointments and
equal rights for all citizens.

PTI expresses
concern over
Imran’s health,
reiterates demand to
shift him to Shifa
International
Hospital

NEWS DESK:

The PTI on Friday expressed
grave concern over the deterio-
rating health of its founder Imran
Khan and reiterated its demand
for his immediate transfer to
Islamabad’s Shifa International
Hospital for specialised medical
treatment, saying that he was a
former prime minister and the
‘most popular leader.

In a press conference, party
stalwarts condemned what they
described as the government’s
“criminal negligence” with regard
to Imran’s health and demanded
the immediate transfer of the PTI
founder to Shifa International
Hospital for specialised medical
treatment.

They also called for his per-
sonal physicians to be provided
immediate access to him and for
unhindered meetings with his
family members and the party
leadership, warning that any fur-
ther delay could have “serious
consequences”.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief'
Minister Sohail Afridi, flanked by
senior party leaders, criticised the
federal government’s conduct on
the matter, as well as what he
called politically motivated cases
against him,

“The PTI founder is not an
ordinary citizen; he is the former
prime minister of Pakistan and the
country’s most popular leader,
and the government has both a
legal and moral responsibility to
ensure that he receives proper
medical treatment,” he said.

“The government’s refusal to
allow him access to his personal
doctors and family members is a
blatant violation of basic human
rights and legal protocols,” CM
Afridi stated.

He further condemned the
government’s handlmg of the
former prime minister’s health-re-
lated issues,

describing it as “irrespon-
slblc and unlawful”.

e party has made every
possible effort to secure appro-
priate medical care for the PTI
founder, but the current govern-
ment has repeatedly rejected
these requests,” he added.

He warned that the party
would not tolerate such
behaviour and was fully prepared
to launch a “massive movement™
for its founder’s release.

Bolan Mail Train from Quetta to
Karachi Cancelled Due to Low
Passenger Turnout

NEWS DESK:

depart from Quetta for
Karachi today, but the train
could not leave as planned due
toi i book-

The Bolan Mail op be-
tween Quetta and Karachi has
been temporarily suspended
after railway authorities re-
ported a low number of pas-
sengers.

According to officials, the
Bolan Mail was scheduled to

ings. Railway administration
stated that the service will re-
main suspended for now and
is expected to resume on
March 16, when the train will
depart from Quetta for

Karachi.The Bolan Mail is one

of the key rail links

Explosive Drones Intercepted in
Islamabad; Airport Operations
Continue Normally

NEWS DESK:

Security sources reported that
two explosive-laden drones
were intercepted in the federal
capital on Friday, triggering
heightened security measures
in different parts of the city.

According to officials, one
drone fell near the Faizabad in-
terchange while the second
was  recovered  from
Islamabad’s 1-9 scctor.

Preliminary reports sug-
gest that both unmanned aerial
devices were carrying explo-
sive material.

Authorities suspect the

drones may have been
launched from neighboring AR
hani: although i

Balochistan with Sindh, provid-
ing an important and affordable
travel option for passengers
moving between Quetta and
Ka i

Railway officials said the
decision to cancel the depar-
ture was taken to avoid opera-
tional losses caused by the lim-
ited number of travelers.

tions are ongoing to determine
their exact origin and purpose.

Following the incident, se-
curity personnel cordoned off
the affected areas and began
a detailed assessment of the
devices to prevent any poten-
tial threat.

Meanwhile, speculation
spread on social media regard-

ing a temporary suspension of
flight operations at Islamabad
International Airport.

The confusion arose after
a brief post on X by the Paki-
stan Airports Authority men-
tioned a short operational ad-
justment  before being
removed.In a later clarifica-
tion, the authority dismissed
reports about the closure of

founded, slaung lhal ﬂlghl op-
erations at the airport were con-
tinuing normally and all sched-
uled flights were operating
without interruption.

Security agencies have in-
creased vigilance in the fed-
eral capital while authorities
continue to investigate the
drone incident.
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Editor: Asim Khan
SBKWU Teacher
Recruitment Scandal Raises

Alarms for Pakistan’s
Education System

Editorial: Given the scale of the crisis. Reports that
Serious questions exercise, involving  deserving candi-
have emerged over thousands of appli- dates were sidelined
the secondary  cants for secondary  only intensify public
teachers recruit- teaching positions frustration and mis-
ment process con-  across the prov-  trust.
ducted by Sardar ince, such irregu- All anti-corruption and

Balochistan’s education sector,

Improving the cdc -
tion sector has always
been the hallmark of

lion. Howcvcr‘, ir:dc-
pendent sources put
the number high as

p: to the offi-
cial data. There are
conflicting figures
about the exact num-
ber of out of school
children in

To be precise,
positive strides were
made during Dr. Malik

Bahadur ~ Khan larities cannot rea- insti- | all govern-
‘Women’s Univer- sonably be de- tutions must take | ments in Balochistan.
sity  (SBKWU), scribed as clerical immediate notice. | Every government has
triggering wide- mistakes. A P inde- | all d i
spread concern The magnitude pendent, and time- | funds to improve the
about merit, trans- strongly suggests bound investigation | education sector and
parency, and ac- organised manipu- is necessary to| quality of education to Balochistan.
countability  in lation, carried out  identify those re-| enable students to
Balochistan’s edu-  with the involve-  sponsible for ma- | compete on national
cation system. ment or protection nipulating the re- | andinternational level.
Itis essential toclarify ~ of influential indi- cruitment process | Health and education,

a point that has viduals rather than ~ conducted under
caused public con- the actions of a SBKWU’s author-
fusion: the adver- single official. ity. Accountability
tised posts were This issue strikes at ~ must reach every
NOT for SBKWU the heart of educa- individual involved,
itself. tion governance in  regardless of status
The university was Balochistan. Sec- or influence.
only assigned the ondary  school This is not merely an
responsibility of  teachers shape the administrative con-

conducting tests academic founda- troversys it is a mat-
and interviews for tion of students, ter of justice and the
Secondary School and any compro- future o
Teacher recruit- mise on merit di- Balochistan’s edu-

ment across rectly damages cation system.
Balochistan. learning outcomes. Ifcredibilityin teacher
According to initial In Balochistan, where recruitment col-
findings, hundreds literacy rates re- lapses, public trust
of candidates who main among the in institutions will
had failed were al- lowest in the coun- collapse with it.

legedly declared try, flawed teacher ~ Balochistan cannot

successful during recruitment further  afford silence

the teacher recruit- deepens an already ~ where integrity is at
stake.

ment process. critical education

all successive govern-
ments declared their
priorities.

Former  Chief
Minister, Dr. Abdul
Malik Baloch led na-
tionalist government
allocated around 24
percent budget to
bring the province at
par with other parts of

f| the country. Dr.

Baloch’s government
also declared emer-
gency and announced
implementation of ar-
ticle 25-A of the con-
stitution to enroll all out
of school children in
Balochistan. The num-
ber of out of school
children in Balochistan
is currently over 1 mil-

Baloch led govern-
ment to improve the
education sector.

For the first time
in the history of
Balochistan, 5000
teachers were ap-
pointed through na-
tional testing service
(NTS), launching an
effective campaign
against growing
cheating during exami-
nations and introduc-
ing the education man-
agement and informa-
tion system to ensure
the presence of teach-
ers in schools.

Track  record
shows, teachers were
always recruited on
political basis with no
merit and transpar-

ment process. This has
ruined the entire edu-
cation sector. Dr.
Malik Baloch, the then
adviser on education
Sardar Raza
Muhammad Bareech
led rallies against
cheating to create
awareness among the
people regarding the
curse of cheating in
educational institu-
tions.

After the removal
of Sardar Razar
Bareech as an adviser
on education and
transfers of senior bu-
reaucrats Ghullam Ali
Baloch and Saboor
Kakar, no effective
step was taken to im-
prove the quality of
education in
Balochistan.

Now again the
portfolio of education
has been awarded to
Sardar Yar
Muhammad Rind who
belongs to Pakistan

Tehrik e Insaf (PTI).
Mr. Rind has made
announcements  to
bring what he claimed

implementation of article 25-A

S
evolutionary changes.
However, improve-
ment in education sec-
tor, enrolling out of
school children in
schools and improving
quality of education
needs a multi-pronged
strategy. Senior bu-
reaucrat Ghullam Ali
Baloch who had al-
ready served as sec-
retary education has
again been posted.

Mr. Baloch is tak-
ing a number of initia-
tives to improve
schooling and trace
out ghost schools and
teaches across the
province.

However, political
speed breakers ap-
pear to be major ob-
stacles in his way.

Despite being the
poorest province of
Pakistan, Balochistan
spends over 70 billion
rupees on primary,
middle, secondary
and higher education
in the province.

he province
spends thousands of
rupees per month on
a student. Unfortu-

nately, neither the

quality nor the educa-
tion standard meet na-
tional standards what
to speak about inter-
national standards.
Poor quality of educa-
tion is the result of
poor capacity of
teachers that needs to
be improved to com-
pete on national and
international level.

The Balochistan
government has an-
nounced to enroll
70000 kids in govern-
ment run schools in the
province. However,
ground realities negate
claims of the provincial
government. So far,
the government has
not been able to mobi-
lize the civil society,
media, political parties
and tribesmen to make
sure maximum enroll-
ment of kids in educa-
tional institutions of
the province. Coordi-
nated efforts and com-
bined strategy by all
segments of society
can ensure implemen-
tation of article 25-A
of the Constitution.

Taftan border and Balochistan Govt’s response

Quetta Voice
Analysis

The sudden arrival of
thousands of Zaireen
at Pak-Iran border
Taftan posed a serious
challenge for govern-
ment of Balochistan to
make sure their
screening and conduct
medical tests in the
aftermath of outbreak
of COVID-19 in
neighboring Iran. The
federal government
closed the border with
Iran at Taftan on Feb-
ruary 23rd to halt the
spread of deadly co-
rona virus.

All of a sudden
over 4,000 Zaireen,
students, tourists and
traders gathered at
Taftan, Pakistan’s bor-
dering town with Iran.
The poorly equipped
health officials that too
less in number tried to
conduct screening
and tests of those en-
tered from Iran. How-
ever, many managed
to flee from the ad-
ministration and used
their own means of
communication to
reach Quetta on way
to their home prov- EEEEI
inces. The drivers Zaireen and others to and laboratory to con-
were paid heavy fares halt the spread of duct the diagnosis 10
by those flecing the novel corona virus. days after the closure
quarantine centers at However, the labora- of the border. Before
Taftan. tory to diagnose the installation ofthe labo-

Perhaps, in the deadly disease and ratory, the health offi-
beginning, the conduct tests of novel ~ cials used to send tests
Balochistan govern- corona virus couldnot of suspected patients
ment and Islamabad be arranged at the to Islamabad, Lahore
did not realize the border soon after the and Karachi for diag-
gravity of situation. A closure of border. nosis.
wind-blowing tent The National Institute Though, it was
quarantine center was of Health (NIH) dis- imperative to install
established tokeep the patched machinery laboratory soon after

the closure of the bor-
der to make sure
proper screening and
diagnosis of the
people.

Apart from co-
rona virus, the
Balochistan govern-
ment appeared to be
concerned about the
security of Zaireen as
well.

In the past,
Zaireen were fre-

quently targeted by
terrorists on Quetta-
Taftan highway. Since
then, the Balochistan
government has been
providing security and
law enforcers escort
long convoys of buses
from Quetta to Taftan
all the time.

The Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan has been
closely monitoring the

unfolding situation and
all the time directing
the concerned quarters
to halt the spread of
novel corona virus.
However, loopholes in
the system caused the
outbreak of COVID-
19 in the country.
Although, the
Chief Minister issued
statements, precau-
tionary  measures
through print, elec-

tronic and shares vid-
eos on social media to
sensitize the people
about the deadly virus.

Nevertheless, the
virus penetrated and
made its way from
Taftan to Sukkur
prompting the Chief
Minister Sindh Syed
Murad Ali Shah to say
that Zaireen were not
properly screened at
Pak-Tran  border

Taftan.
Opposition politi-
cal  parties in
Balochistan in general
and the Balochistan
National Party ideal-
ogue, Sanaullah
Baloch have strongly
criticized the Jam
Kamal led government
for what they call its
failure and incompe-
tency to contain the
corona virus.
Political parties,
members of civil soci-
ety and legal fraternity
had also objected over
the establishment of
quarantine center at
Mian Ghundi area of
Quetta. They feared
spread of deadly virus
after establishment of
center near the city
rather they demanded
of the government to
shift the Zaireen to
their home provinces
directly from Taftan.
To be precise, the

! virus has already pen-

etrated and now it is
time for all political
parties from left to
right and religious to
nationalists to join their
hands to contain its
spread.

The government
needs to take all stake-
holders including po-
litical parties, media,
civil society and law-
yers to evolve a com-
bined strategy in the
province to tackle the
situation. It is not alone
the job of government
rather every individual
to play his/her role to
contain the virus be-
fore it is too late.
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Deadly blast rocks Iran as leaders rally in show of defiance

NEWS DESK:Deadly
explosions  rocked
Tehran close to a pro-
government rally at-
tended by top officials
on Friday, as Israel and
Iran unleashed fresh
strikes in a war that has
ignited the Middle East
and threatens to tor-
pedo the world
economy.

Since erupting on
February 28 with US-Is-
raeli attacks on Iran, the
war has cascaded
throughout the region,
drawn in global powers,
and sparked a major oil
shock.

AFP journalists in
Tehran reported loud
blasts over the city
skies, as Israel’s military
said it had hit more than
200 targets in western
and central Iran in the
past day.

Iran’s state media
said at least one woman
was killed when blasts
hit an area near a dem-
onstration, where large
crowds had gathered
waving flags and bran-
dishing banners reading
“Death to America” and
“Death to Israel”.

“These attacks are
out of fear, out of des-
peration,” said Ali
Larijani, secretary of the
Supreme National Secu-
rity Council, who at-
tended the rally to mark
Quds Day.
“Onswhois strong

wouldn’t bomb demon-
strations at all. It’s clear
that it (the enemy) has
failed,” said Larijani in a
speech broadcast on
state TV.

President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Foreign
Minister Abbas
Araghchi also attended
the rally, while images
on Iranian media
showed the head of the
judiciary being inter-
viewed just as a blast
occurred.

Foreign ministry
spokesman Esmaeil
Bagaei vowed Iran’s mili-
tary would teach the US
and Israel “an unforget-
table lesson™.

Shortly afterwards,
state television said Iran
had launched a fresh
salvo of missiles at Is-
racl.

Black smoke rises
followingan airstrike, as
Iranians take part in the
Al-Quds Day rally, a
commemoration in sup-
port of the Palestinian
people on the last Friday
of the Islamic holy
month of Ramadan, in
Tehran on March 13,
2026.— AFP

Bread rationed

Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guards warned on
Friday that any new anti-
government protests
would be met with a
stronger response than
in January, when several
thousand people were

“Bread is now ra-
tioned. The population
is extremely tense and
outraged.”

The United Nations
refugee agency has es-
timated that up to 3.2 mil-
lion people have been
displaced inside Iran
since the war starte

Iran’s health mini:
try said on March 8 that
more than 1,200 people
have been killed.

US Defence Secre-

Killed.Iranians speaking
to AFP under cover of
anonymity have painted
a grim picture of life un-
der the bombs, with cit-
ies in ruins and cash
running short.

“People are desper-
ately trying to withdraw
their savings from the
banks, as trust in them
has vanished,” one 30-
year-old woman in
Kermanshah, western
Tran, told AFP.

In another sign of
the war’s spread, French
President Emmanuel
Macron announced the
death of France’s first
soldier in an attack in the
Erbil region of Iraq.

Arnaud Frion, 42,
was hit by an Iranian
drone as the French mili-
tary took part in counter-
terrorism training, his
commanding officer said
Friday.

Elsewhere in Iraq, a
US refuelling aircraft
crashed, killing four
crew members, though
the military said it was
“not due to hostile fire
or friendly fire”.

In Israel, a strike on
the town of Zarzir in-
jured around 60 people,
according to police, with
AFP images showing
burned-out vehicles and
craters in the ground.

The conflict has
also battered Lebanon,
with authorities report-
ing at least 687 people
killed by Isracli attacks.

AFP images from
central Beirut showed
buildings reduced to
husks of rubble and
burned-out shells of
overturned vehicles as
small fires flickered from
the aftermath of strikes.

Israeli planes drop-
ping propaganda leaflets
over Beirut caused a
number of loud booms
inthe sky, terrifying resi-

from drone debris in
Oman, according o state
media there, while sirens
rang out early Friday at
Turkey’s Incirlik airbase,
akey Nato facility hous-
ing US troops.

tary Pete Hegseth said
the US and Israel had
struck more than 15,000
targets since the war
started, warning that Fri-
day would mark the
most intensive bombing
yet.

‘We won’t
leave’Iran has launched
waves of drone and mis-
sile strikes against
neighbouring states
hosting US military as-
sets throughout the

region.Saudi Arabia’s
defence ministry said on
Friday its forces had in-
tercepted dozens of
drones, including one
targeting its capital’s
Dlplomauc Quarter.
images
;how ed black smoke
hanging over the iconic
skyline of Dubai afier an
attack on what was once
considered a haven in a
chaotic region.
Two people died

Turkiye’s defence minis-

try said Nato defences
had intercepted a balli

e from Iran in

urkish airspace, the

third such incident in

just over a week. dents.

Indian PM Modi unveils investments
in tour of states ahead of polls

NEWS DESK:Indian

gurate "road infra-
structure, railways,
port and shipping"
projects worth roughly
$2b, which his office

rently under full BJP
control.

The  Election
Commission is ex-
pected to announce
polling dates later this
month, with voting
widely anticipated to
la.ke place inApril and

corridor, worthover $5
billion.

The northeastern
state of about 32 mil-
lion people is con-

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited
Assam on Friday, an-
nouncing multi-billion-
dollar investments as trolled by his right- says are aimed at "ac-
part of a tour of states wing Bharatiya Janata celerating economic
heading into elections, Party (BJP). growth".

including the key po- On  Saturday, State elections

litical battleground of Modi ~ will  visit this ycar will be held
West Bengal. neighbouring West in the southern states Modlvlsnchamll
The Hindu nation- Bengal, a state of of Kerala and Tamil Nadu earlier in

alist leader is set to
launch infrastructure
projects in Assam, in-
cluding land holdings
to tea plantation work-
ers, a dam project and
a major train and road

March, a south-east-
ern state with some
72m people, where he
unveiled investments
of more than $600m,
including in a petro-
leum-related manu-
facturing  project,
roads and railways.

He also visited
Kerala, with around
33m people, where he
unveiled a $1b worth
of projects, as well as
Puducherry.

The contest in
Kerala is between the
main national opposi-
tion, Congress party,
and the ruling alliance
of left-wing parties,
led by the Communist
Party of India (Marx-
ist).

105mpeople led by his
political rival Mamata
Banerjee, of the All
India Trinamool Con-
gress party.

During the visit,
he is expected to inau-

Nadu, both under op-
position parties, as
well as the smaller
coastal territory of
Puducherry.

Of these regions,
only Assam is cur-

Past clections in
West Bengal and
Kerala have seen vio-
lent political clashes in
the run up to polls.

Partial ﬂlght resumptions restore
some gold flows from key hub Dubai

NEWS DESK:The
resumption of some
flights from Dubai has
allowed gold flows
from this major global
trading ?hub to par-

dia, a key bullion con-
sumer, gold is trading
at a discount to ?Lon-
don prices, and traders
expect India's demand
?to remain ?subdued

fected since the ?start
of the US —Isracli war
on Iran on ?February
28, which triggered
widespread passenger
flight cancellations

plane due to security
?and insurance issues
owing to its high
value-to-weight ratio.
Tracking data 2on
?FlightRadar24

tially resume this across ?the Middle showed Dubai flights for the next two
week, three sources East.The traffic re- at 37% of the usual weeks.
“?familiar with the mat- mains constrained, but  traffic as of Thursday. "Only limited

ter told Reuters on Fri-
day.

some of ?the deliver-
ies have restarted, one
of the sources said.
He declined to be
named because he
was not authorised to
speak ?to media.
Gold travels by

Reduced  flight
traffic is increasing in-
surance and ground
transportation costs
for bullion deliveries,
anolher ?source said.

ng some 20f
the ‘7dlsmpnon for In-

flights (from Dubai)
have resumed so far,
which is helping bring
in ?some ?bullion, but
demand in India ?is
still weak," said a
Mumbai-based dealer
with a private bank.

Deliveries  of
physical gold to and
from Dubai - a major
hub supplying Switzer-
land, ?Hong Kong and
India - have been af-

China passes new ethnic minority
law, prioritises Mandarin language

NEWS DESK:China
passed a law on a
“shared” national iden-
tity among the country’s
55 ethnic minority
eroups on Thursday, a
move critics say will fur-
ther erode the identity of
people who are not ma-
Jority Han Chinese and
risk makinganyone chal-
lenging that “unity” a
separatist punishable by

nese, who account for
more than 91pc of the
country’s 1.4 billion
people. China’s ethnic
minority populations —
including Tibetans,
Mongols, Hui,
Manchus, and Uyghurs
— are concentrated in
regions that together
cover roughly half of the
country’s land area,
much of it rich in natural
resources.

The law aims to
romote integration

housing, migration,
community life, culture,
tourism, and develop-
‘ment policy, the law said.
It mandates that
Mandarin is the basic
language of instruction
in schools, and for gov-
ernment and official
business. In public set-
tings, where Mandarin
and minority languages
are used together, Man-
darin must be given with marriage choices
“prominence in place- based on ethnicity, cus-
‘ment, order, and similar  tom, or religion, to enable
respects,” the draft said. more intermarriage be-
Sinicization tween ethnic groups.

“The state respects
and protects the leai
ing and use of mmunty
languages and scripts,
it added. Religious
groups,  religious
schools, and religious
venues must adhere “to
the direction of the
Sinicization of religion in
China,” according to the
draft. The law also seeks
to ban any interference

aw.
Called “Promoting
Ethnic Unity and
Progress”, the ethnic across ethnic groups
minority law aims to through education,
forge national unity and e
advance the rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese na-
tion with the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP)
at its core, a draft copy
of the law showed.
Tt was passed at the
closing session of the
annual meeting of the
National People’s Con-
gress, China’s legisla-
ture, by 2,756 votes, with
three ‘opposing votes
and three abstentions,
according to a witness.
The law will come into
force on July 1 this year,
state media reported.
Officially, China has
56 officially recognised
ethnic groups, domi-
nated by the Han Chi-

Turkiye confirms third ballistic
missile from Iran shot down

NEWSDESK:
Turkiye's defence
ministry on Friday said
a ballistic missile from
Iran had been shot
down in Turkish air-
space by NATO
forces in the third such
incident of the Middle
East war.

"A ballistic muni-
tion launched from
Iran and entering
Turkish airspace was
neutralised by NATO
air and missile de-
fence assets deployed
in the eastern Medi-
terranean,” a ministry
statement said.

Hours carlier, si-
rens  wailed at
Turkiye's southern
Incirlik airbase, a key
NATO facility where
US troops are sta-
tioned, state news
agency Anadolu re-
ported.

Local media also
reported sirens in
Batman, 600
kilometres (370 miles)

to close its consulate
in Adana and urge all
US citizens to leave
southeastern Turkiye.

Tranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian

Residents of the
southern city of Adana,
next to Incirlik, were
woken by sirens at
3:25am (0025 GMT)
and several posted
footage of a fast-mov- denied the missile had
ing object that ap- been fired from Iran in
peared to be on fire, a phone call to
the Ekonomim busi- Turkiye's Recep
ness news website re-  Tayyip Erdogan.
ported. Since the US-Is-

Separately, sirens raeli war on Iran
sounded in Batman started on February

also hosts military per-
sonnel from Spain and
Poland, its website
says.

US troops are also
stationed at Kurecik, a
base in the central
Malatya province,
where they man an
carly-warning radar
system NATO de-
scribes as a "key ele-
ment" of its missile
shield that can detect

further cast. around 4:00am, with 28, Tehran has retali- Iranian missile
NATO air de- reporters saying the ated with strikes launches.
fences shot down a alarm appeared to be across the Middle Although Ankara

East.

Incirlik is an im-
portant NATO facility
used by US troops for
decades, but which

first ballistic missile
fired from Iran on
March 4, with a sec-
ond intercepted on
Monday.

coming from a military
drone base next to the
city's airport.
Monday's incident
prompted Washington

has categorically de-
nied radar data has
ever been used to help
Isracl, its presence
has rattled Tehran.
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Kamran Tessori leaves Governor's House, departs for Umrah in Saudi Arabia

KARACHI (INP): Re- emor will stay in Saudi  before his departure. His ~ kistan Muslim League-N
cently replaced Sindh Arabia for a few days personal belongings are leader Nehal Hashmi a
governor Kamran Khan  and is expected to return ~ scheduled to be shified ~day ago. A summary re-
Tessori departed for to Pakistan on Chaand from the Governor's garding Hashmi’s ap-
Saudi Arabia on Friday Raat to celebrate Eid in  House to his private resi- pointment as governor
morning to perform the country. dence today. Prime Min- of Sindh has been for-
Umrah shortlyafter leav- Tessori formally va-  ister Shehbnz Sharifhad  warded to President Asif
ing the Governor's cated the Governor's decided to replace Ali Zardari forapproval.
House. The former gov- House and met the staff Tessori with senior Pa- According to a state-

ment issued by the Prime
Minister’s Office in
Islamabad, Sharif met
Hashmi at the Prime
Minister's House earlier
this week and decided to
nominate him for the
post. Reports about the
possible removal of

Tessori, who belongs to
the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan,
had been circulating on
social media for several
days. However, the
MQM-P leadership had
earlier dismissed such
speculation. Nehal

Hashmi previously
served as a senator from
March 2015 to March
2021, according to lhc
Senate’s official records.

During his last iftar
ceremony at the
Governor's House in
Karachi, Kamran Tessori

said he had never been
a silent governor and
had dedicated his life to
public service. He ex-
pressed hope that pub-
lic welfare initiative
would continue from the
Governor's House even
after his departure.

[JEDDAH: Prime Minister Muhammad ShchhazShanf ‘meets the Crown Prince and Prime Minister]
of Saudi Arabia H.R.H. Prince Muhammad bin Salman in Jeddah.

Two crude oil ships reach Chairman Senate
Pakistan from UAE | felicitates people of Nepal

KARAC : ffairs has sough :

S cariog barwemn itans ssivmes o | ON successful elections

10,00,000 barrels of cilitate the extraction of | [SL AMABAD (INP): ~through his reformori-

crude oil successfully two ships that remain | Cpairman Senate, Syed ented approach, inno-

docked at Karachi from s!randcd in the Persian | oo fRaza Gillanjon vative govexlnance

Fujairah, United Arab . : . Yoy
e RS e e g e s s nd o
the protective escort of carrier MT Torum A + i g pu ;
the Pakistan Navy. Damini docked at the | (iepeople ofNepatand “sucs.  particularly
Officials from the Fotco Terminal at Port | the leadership of the through his role in lo-
Pakistan National Ship- Qasim, while MT Nave | Rastriya Swatantra cal governance and ur-
ping  Corporation Atropos, carrying 50,000 | Party (RSP) following  ban development.
(PNSC) confirmed that metric tons of petrol, ar- | the party’s success in The Chairman of
the safe transfer of the rived on March 9. the recent parliamen- the Senate observed
vessels was completed Pakistan National | tary elections. that the rise of young
within the Navy’s secu-  Shipping Corporation In his message, leadership in demo-
rity perimeter. (PNSC) ship Palkiis still | the Chairman Senate cratic politics is an en-
The escort was berthed at the Saudi Ara- | said the success of the couraging sign for
deemed necessary fol- bian Port Ras Tanura. [ RSP reflects the trust strengthening institu-
lowing recent attacks on  The ship was stopped | and confidence of the tions and ensuring re-
:‘meuJaxrah le“;‘;]" g“e,w(‘].’;d"sumﬁthe people of Nepal in sponsive governance.
g the safe arrival of the ~ Strait of Hormuz. = | jemocratic values and He  expressed
i in Pakistani wa- spokAcspz(r)srllm Q"jo“’]" in a new generation of hope that under
Minister for Mari- firmed that a vessel from | |62dership committed Balendra Shah’s leader-
to transparency, ac- ship, the RSP would

time Affairs Junaid Fujairah has already SP c y P
Anwar expressed grati- reached the port, and countability, and public con(rlb}\(e positively to
tude to the Pakistan additional tankers are | Service. Nepal’s democratic
Navy for the secure pas- expected to ensure the He noted that consolidation, socio-
sage of the vessels. continuous supply of [ Balendra Shah, as a economic progress,

He also noted that petrol across the coun- [ young leader, has in- and institutional devel-
the Ministry of Foreign  try. spired many citizens opment.

Pakistan’s foreign policy must be
guided by strategic balance, national
self-confidence: Masood Khan

ISLAMABAD (INP): fragile and resource- However, he observed the course of two de-
former President of constrained state fac- that differences in ex- cades, Pakistan pro-
Azad Jammu and ing existential chal- pectations—particu- vided logistical support
Kashmir and former lenges. In those early larly regarding support and cooperation that
Pakistan Ambassador years, he noted, Paki- on the Kashmir dis- facilitated international
to the United States stan sought strategic pute—created strains military operations in
Masood Khan has em- partnerships to secure in the relationship dur- Afghanistan. Despite
phasized that Pakistan’s its sovereignty and ing the 1960s and sub- this partnership, he
foreign policy must be strengthen its defence sequent decades. noted that mutual mis-
guided by strategic bal- capability. He noted that geo- trust and policy diver-
ance, national self-con- This led to the de- political developments gences periodically
fidence, and institu- velopment of a close such as the wars of strained the bilateral re-
tional diplomacy in relationship with the 1965 and 1971, nuclear lationship.
navigating complex glo-  United States during the  proliferation concerns, He underscored
bal alignments. early Cold War period, and sanctions regimes that contemporary geo-
Masood Khan de- when global politics significantly affected politics demands a
livered a comprehen- was structured around bilateral relations. The pragmatic and balanced
sive lecture to parti a bipolar order domi- partnership was later foreign policy ap-
pants of the National nated by Washington revived during the proach. While the
Institute of Public Ad- and Moscow, he 1980s when Pakistan United States remains
ministration (NIPA) in  added. and the United States an influential global
Islamabad on the evo- Masood Khan ex- collaborated to resist power whose relations

lution and future trajec- plained that the initial the Soviet invasion of shape broader Western
tory of Pakistan— partnership between Afghanistan. engagement, Pakistan
United States relations Pakistan and the United Reflecting on the must also continue

and theirbroader impli- States produced tan- period following the at- strengthening its stra-
cations for Pakistan’s giblebenefits, including tacks of September 11, tegic partnership with
national security and military training, mod- 2001, Ambassador China,including coop-
foreign pohcy ernization of Pakistan’s Khan said Pakistan eration under the
racing the his- armed forces, and eco- once again became a China-Pakistan Eco-
torical context, he re- nomic cooperation that frontline partner in the nomic Corridor and
called that Pakistan contributed to early international campaign joint defence produc-
emerged in 1947 as a state-building efforts. against terrorism. Over tion initiatives.

Pakistan hits Afghan 313 Corps in Kabul, 4
militant camps in Kandahar and Paktia

RAWALPIND (INP):
Pakistan’s  armed
forces have carried
out a series of cross-
border airstrikes inside
Afghanistan under
Operation Ghazab-lil-
Hag, targeting militant
camps and infrastruc-
ture associated with
the Afghan Taliban
and groups deseribed

The strikes were
conducted during the
night between the 12th
and 13th of March,
when Pakistani forces
launched successful
aerial  operations
against five militant
hideouts, including

military installations.

Security sources
said the airstrikes de-
stroyed the Sherinaw
terrorist camp located
in Paktia Province, in-
frastructure belonging
to the 313 Corps in
Kabul, and the
Tarawo militant
camps in Kandahar.
An oil storage facility
at an airfield and
nearby logistics infra-
structure were also
destroyed in the
strikes.

Security officials
said the operation was
part of an ongoing
campaign against mili-
tant networks and that
actions under Opera-

tion Ghazab-lil-Haq
would continue until
the stated objectives
were achieved.

Yesterday,
Pakistan’s  armed
forces had carried out
strikes along the Paki-
stan-A fghanistan bor-
der.

Pakistani troops
targeted militant posts
adjacent to the Tull
Sector, resulting in the
destruction of several
positions.

On March 10, Pa-
kistani forces also
launched operations in
the Arandu and
Kurram secto s, de-
stroying key militant
posts and operauonal

centres.

Officials said mili-
tants abandoned their
positions and fled dur-
ing those strikes.

Earlier, on March
6, security forces had
conducted ground and
aerial  operations
against  Afghan
Taliban elements and
militants described as
Fitna al-Khawarij in
the Kurram sector
along the Pak-Afghan
border. Security
sources maintained
that the military opera-
tions were aimed at
eliminating militant in-
frastructure and pre-
venting cross-border
attacks.

Petrol price hike pushes
weekly inflation
up in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD
(INP):  Following
ve hike in petrol
prices, weekly infla-
tion in Pakistan re-
corded a sharp in-
crease of 1.89 per
cent, pushing the an-
nual rate to 6.44 per
cent.

The weekly infla-
tion report, released in
Islamabad, showed
that prices of 14 es-
sential items increased
during the week, while
nine commodities re-
corded a decline.

Fuel prices saw
the most significant
surge. Petrol prices
rose by 20.60 per cent
on a weekly basis,
while diesel prices in-
creased by 19.54 per

cent.

The price of lique-
fied petroleum gas
(LPG) also climbed by
12.13 per cent during
the same period.

Among food
items, onion prices
went up by 9.63 per
cent, while flour be-
came 1.28 per cent

more expensive.

Chicken prices in-
creased by 0.66 per
cent and mash pulses
by 0.55 per cent. Ba-
nanas, firewood, gram
pulses and fresh milk
were also among the
commodities that re-
corded price in-
creases.

Meanwhile, the
report noted some re-
liefin a few items. To-
mato prices declined
by 3.66 per cent and
potatoes  became
cheaper by 2.86 per
cent during the week.
Prices of garlic, rice
and masoor pulses
also recorded slight
decreases It is to be
noted that on last Fri-
day, the government of |
Pakistan announced a
significant increase in
petrol prices, citing ris
ing global oil costs
linked to escalating
tensions in the Middle
East. At a press con-
ference in Islamabad,
federal ministers an-
nounced an increase
of Rs. 55 per litre in

the prices of petrol and
diesel.

KP moves forward on
major air pollution
reduction measures

PESHAWAR (INP): A
high-level consultative
meeting on air quality
‘management and pollu-
tion reduction strategies
was held under the
chairmanship of Junaid

an, Secretary Climate
Change, Forestry, Envi-
ronment and Wildlife
Department, Govern-
ment of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, here on
Thursday.

The meeting was
attended by representa-
tives from the World
Bank via video link, se-
nior officials from the
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and officers from the KP
Forest Dcpdnmcnl

The session fo-
cused on revlewmg key
sectoral interventions
aimed at reducing air
pollution and improving
environmental health
across the province.

Detailed presenta-
tions were delivered
covering potential expo-
sure reduction measures
in the transport, residen-
tial/clean cooking, and
industrial sectors.

Duringthe briefing,
participants reviewed

several high-impact in-
terventions in the trans-
port sector, including
effective inspection and
maintenance programs
for heavyand light-duty
vehicles, adoption of
Euro-4 emission stan-
dards, installation of
particle filters for diesel
vehicles, promotion of
electric two and three-
wheelers, and measures
to control construction
and road dust. These in-
terventions are expected
to significantly reduce
particulate pollution lev-
els and improve urban
air quality.

The meeting also
highlighted critical clean
cooking and residential
energy Initiatives, pa
ticularlyin rural are

Proposed measures
include the promotion of
improved  biomass
Cookstoves, enhanced
access to clean cooking
fuels such as gas, elec-
tricity, and LPG, and im-
proved gas supply sys
tems to eliminate out-
ages. These steps are ex-
pected to substantially
reduce indoor air pol lu-

tion and associated
health risks for house-
holds.

f 3
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Science and Technology Khalid Hussain Magsi chairs the 33rd
meeting of the PSQCA Board of Directors to approve key reforms and initiatives for modernization

Pakistan introduces new speed limits on
motorways, national highways

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan has introduced
new speed limits on
‘motorways and national
highways as part of a
federal austerity drive
aimed at reducing fuel
consumption and pro-
moting efficient energy
use across the country.

The National High-
ways and Motorway
Police (NHMP) an-
nounced the revised lim-
its on Thursday, saying
the move follows direc-
tives from the federal
government to curb fuel
usage amid ongoing en-
ergy management ef-
forts.

Officials said the
changes are intended to
encourage more eco-
nomical driving habits
while also supporting
broader national strate-
gies to conserve fuel re-
sources.

According to the
new directives, the maxi-
mum speed limit for mo-
torcars and Light Trans-
port Vehicles (LTVs) on
motorways has been re-
duced from 120
kilometres per hour to
100 kilometres per hour.
On national highways,
the limit for the same cat-
egory of vehicles has
been lowered from 100
kilometres per hour to 80
kilometres per hour.

Authorities said the
revised limits will apply
across the national road
network and will be
strictly enforced by the
motorway police.

The government
has also reduced the
maximum speed for Pas-
senger Service Vehicles
(PSVs) and Heavy
Transport Vehicles
(HTVs) travelling on
motorways. Under the

updated rules, the speed
cap for these vehicles
has been lowered from
110 kilometres per hour
to 90 kilometres per
hour.

Officials said the
‘measure is designed not
only to reduce fuel con-
sumption but also to im-
prove overall traffic
management and road
safety.

Lower speeds are
expected to decrease
fuel usage for large ve-
hicles, which typically
consume significantly
more fuel at higher
speeds.

Similar reductions
have been implemented
on national highways,
where passenger and
heavy transport ve-
hicles will now be permit-
ted to travel at a maxi-
mum speed of 65
kilometres per hour,

down from the previous
limit of 80 kilometres per
hour.

Authorities noted
that the revised limits
aim to standardise traf-
fic flow and promote
more responsible driving
practices across the
country’s intercity road
network.

The decision comes
in response to directives
issued by the Prime
Minister of Pakistan,
who has called for mea-
sures that ensure the ef-
ficient use of energy and
encourage nationwide
fuel savings. Govern-
ment officials have
emphasised that reduc-
ing vehicle speeds can
significantly improve
fuel efficiency, particu-
larly on long-distance
routes where transport
vehicles operate con-
tinuously.
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Provincial Minister Faisal Khan Jamali Reviews
Construction of DC Complex in Usta Muhammad

U S T A
MUHAMMAD:
Provincial Minister for
Livestock and Dairy
Development
Sardarzada  Faisal
Khan Jamali visited
Usta Muhammad to
inspect the under-con-
struction  Deputy
Commissioner Com-
plex in the district.

During the visit,
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Ramzan
Palal, Executive Engi-
neer C&W
Muhammad Yaseen
Chandio, along with
other engineers and
administrative offi-
cials, were also
present.

Officials briefed
the provincial minister
on the construction
progress, ongoing
work, and facilities in-
cluded in the DC Com-
plex project. Accord-
ing to the briefing, the
modern complex aims
to bring various district
administration offices
under one roof, en-
abling government af-
fairs to be handled in

a more organized, cf-
ficient, and timely
manner.

Authorities fur-
ther stated that after
the completion of the
complex, citizens will
no longer need to visit
multiple offices to ac-
cess government ser-
vices.

Instead, several
administrative ser-
vices will be available
at a single location,
improving public con-
venience and strength-
ening coordination be-
tween the public and
the district administra-

tion.

During the inspec-
tion, Faisal Khan
Jamali examined dif-
ferent sections of the
complex and re-
viewed the quality and
pace of construction
work.

He directed the
concerned officials to
accelerate the
project’s completion
while ensuring high
construction  stan-
dards.

The  minister
stated that the timely
completion of this im-
portant government

project will signifi-
cantly improve admin-
istrative services for
the public.

On the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Ramzan
Palal also briefed the
minister on other on-
going development
projects, administra-
tive initiatives, and
public welfare mea-
sures in the district.
The provincial
minister appreciated
the efforts of the dis-
trictadministration and
said the government is
taking practical steps

to address public is-
sues and provide ba-
sic facilities.

He cmphas:zcd

Ramadan Relief Ration Distributed to
180 Families in Barkhan
Under CM Balochistan Package

BARKHAN: Under among poor and de- thanked the provincial
the Ramadan Rellet serving families from government, Depuly

that

projects like this play
avital role in improv-
ing public service de-
livery.

Later, the minister
directed the authorities
to utilize all available
resources for the
timely completion of
the project and ensure
that construction work
is carried out without
any compromise on
quality so that the
project remains du-
rable and beneficial
for the public in the
long term.

SEO Keywords:
Usta Muhammad DC
Complex project,
Faisal Khan Jamali
visit, Deputy Commis-
sioner Ramzan Palal
development projects,
Balochistan adminis-
trative complex con-
struction, C&W de-
partment Usta
Muhammad project,
public service infra-
structure Balochistan.

School Enrollment Campaign Launched in Sohbatpur
Under ‘Educated Balochlstan’ V ion

SOHBATPUR: A
district-wide school
enrollment campaign
has officially been
launched in Sohbatpur
under the vision of Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti aimed
at promoting “Edu-
cated Balochistan.

In this regard,
Deputy Commissioner
Sohbatpur  Farida
Tareen addressed a
press  conference
along with District
Education Officer
Pinhal Khan and the
Headmistress of Gov-
ernment Girls High
School Sohbatpur
Zahida Parveen.

Speaking to the
media, Deputy Com-
missioner  Farida
Tareen stated that the
district administration
is working in close co-

ordination with the
education department
to ensure the success
of the school enroll-
ment drive. She re-
vealed that a target
has been set to enroll
7,909 children in

schools across the dis-
trict this year, and vari-
ous steps arc being
taken to achieve this
goal. She further ex-
plained that during the
campaign, teachers,
education officials,

-
and district administra-
tion teams will jointly
visit different areas,
meet parents, and
raise awareness about
the importance of edu-
cation so that more
children can be en-

rolled in schools.

The Deputy Com-
missioner also ap-
pealed to parents to
send their children to
school for a brighter
future and ensure they
receive proper educa-
tion. She emphasized
that an educated soci-
ety is the key to devel-
opment, prosperity,
and national stability.

She expressed
confidence that
through the joint ef-
forts of the district ad-
ministration and the
education department,
the enrollment cam-
paign will be success-
fully implemented, en-
abling more children in
Sohbatpur to receive
education and helping
build a conscious and
patriotic society.

Package a different areas of Commissione

on the directives of UnionCouncil Karwa. Barkhan Abdullah
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, ra- Speaking on the Khoso, Chairman UC
tion bags provided by occasion, Chairman Karwa Naseer
the Provincial Disaster Naseer Hakeemani Hakeemani, and rel-
Management Author- said that during diffi- evant institutions for
ity were distributed cult times it is theirre-  supporting underprivi-
among  deserving sponsibility to ensure leged families during
families in Barkhan.  that assistance pro- the holy month of

The distribution vided by the govern- Ramadan.

was carried out by ment and institutions SEO Keywords:
Union Council Karwa reaches deserving Barkhan Ramadan

Chairman  Naseer peopleinatransparent relief package,
Hakeemani on the manner. PDMA ration distribu-
special instructions of He added that tion Barkhan, Mir
Deputy Commissioner serving poor and Sarfraz Bugti
AbdullahKhosointhe needy people is a Ramadan package,
presence of Union moral duty and public UC Karwa ration dis-

Council members. responsibility. tribution, Abdullah
According to de- Local residents Khoso Barkhan relief
tails, 180 ration bags expressed their appre-  initiative, Balochistan

provided by PDMA ciation for the ration Ramadan assistance
were  distributed distribution and program.

Loralai Police Arrest Robbery
and Theft Gang, Recover
Vehicles and Weapon

LORALAI: In a major Sultan (Tareen tribe), suspects confessed to
operation, Balochistan resident of Labor Colony involvement in several
Police arrested members ~ Loralai. robbery and theft inci-
of a robbery and theft Police said the sus-  dents in different arcas,
gang and recovered two pects were wanted in and further recoveries
vehicles, a motorcycle, several robbery and are expected based on
and a pistol during a theft cases registered at  their disclosures.
successful crackdown in - multiple police stations A separate case for
Loralai. including Chanjan Police possession of illegal
The operation was Station, Sarki Jungle Po- weapons has also been
carried out on the direc- lice Station, Sadiq Ali registered against the
tives of DIG Loralai Shaheed Police Station, suspects at Shaheed
Range Junaid Ahmed and Shaheed Muhammad Ashraf
Sheikh and under the su- Muhammad ~ Ashraf Tareen City Police Sta-
pervision of SSP Loralai  Tareen City Police Sta- tion, while further inves-
Dr. Fahad Ahmed. tion. tigation is underway.

According to police During the opera- O Keywords:
officials, the action was ~tion, police recovered a Loralai police operation,
conducted under the su-  white Toyota Fielder car, robbery gang arrested
pervision of SDPO a Toyota Passo car, a  Loralai

District Education Group Meeting Held in Gwadar
to Address Educational Cha]lenges

GWADAR: A
key meeting of the Dis-
trict Education Group
was held under the
chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Nacebullah Kakar to
discuss educational
challenges, improve-
ments in the education
system, and strategies
for enhancing overall
learning outcomes in
the district.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Dr. Abdul
Shakoor,

District Officer
Education ~ Zahid
Hussain, District Edu-
cation Officer (Fe-
male) Zaratun Baloch,
Education Officer

=

(Male) Abdul Wab
Majid, Principal of
Government Girls De-
gree College Sabin
Baloch, Ex-EN B&R
Akram Rahim, Dis-
trict Accounts Officer
Soban Baloch, Vice
Principal of Govern-
ment Boys Degree
College Hanif Hamal,

President of Pri-
vate Schools Associa-
tion Jamil Qasim, rel-
evant DDOs,

UNICEF  District
Manager Adil Nodzi,

RTSM officials,
and other concerned
officers. During the
meeting,

officials discussed
ongoing educational
projects under BSDI,
school solarization ini-
tiatives, and measures
toimprove educational
infrastructure across
the district.

Deputy Commis-

sioner Naeebullah
Kakar stated that the
district administration
is taking concrete
steps to enhance the
education sector and
aims to make Gwadar
the

first district in
Balochistan where all
government schools
will gradually be pow-
ered by solar energy.

The session also
focused on filling va-

cant teaching positions
promptly, improving
education quality, and
ensuring teacher at-
tendance in schools.

The Deputy Com-
missioner instructed
that strict action be
taken against absentee
teachers, including sal-
ary deductions where
necessary, to ensure
an efficient and ac-
countable education
system.

District Polio Eradication Committee Reviews
Preparations for April NID Campaign in Loralai

LORALALI: A meeting
of the District Polio
Eradication Committee
(DPEC) was held at the
Deputy Commissioner
Office in Loralai to re-
view preparations for
the upcoming National
Immunization Days
(NID) Polio Campaign
scheduled to start on
April 12,2026.

The meeting was
chaired by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(Revenue)  Ismail
Mengal. Participants
included District Health
Officer Dr. Magbool
Kakar,

SSP Police Dr.
Fahad, Deputy District
Health Officer Dr. Shaz
Man, N-Stop Officer
Dr. Farhan Anjum, Dis-
trict Focal Person for
Polio Mukhtiarullah Jan
Luni, CCO Hashim,
along with all UCMOs
and officials from rel-

evant departments.

During the ses-
sion, Dr. Farhan Anjum
presemed a detailed
DPEC report to the
chair.

The report in-
cluded information on
the targeted number of
children for the polio
campaign, team cover-
age, field data received,

and identification of po-
tential missed area:
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Ismail
Mengal appreciated the
performance of the
teams so far and em-
phasized the need to
further improve the
pace and quality of the
campaign in the com-
ing days to ensure that

no child is left without
polio drops.

He directed the
concerned authorities
to immediately orga-
nize special activities in
low-coverage areas,
ensure all necessary
facilities for field
teams, and maintain
accurate daily progress
reporting.

Concluding the
meeting, the Additional
Deputy Commissioner
stated that making the
polio campaign suc-
cessful is a collective
responsibility,

and the district ad-
ministration will con-
tinue to play its full role

at every level to
achieve this goal.

alai,
Karim hail 125cc anda DIG Junaid Ahmed
— " - e

police team led by SHO  pistol allegedly used in ~Sheikh action, SSP Dr
of Police Station robbery and theft inci- Fahad Ahmed police
Shaheed Muhammad dents. crackdown, stolen ve-
Ashraf Tareen City Sub- Accordingto police hicles recovered Loralai,
Inspector Muhammad ~ sources, during the ini- Balochistan police anti-
Sharif Musakhel suc- tial investigation the cn'meopem(ion.
cessfully arrested two
suspects.

The arrested sus-
pects were identified as
Hassan Khan, son of
Haji Bahadur (Khuroti
tribe), resident of Shah
Karez Loralai, and
Muhammad Israr, son of

Balochistan
CM’s Ration
Relief
Program
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KOHLU: The district ad-
ministration of Kohlu
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Minister Bal
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International Monetary Fund (IMF) delays SLA on discrepancies

NEWS DESK: The Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) said on Thursday
that policy discussions
with Pakistan would
continue in the coming
days to reach a consen-
sus on a staff-level
agreement for the 1 bil-
lion tranche amid the glo-
bal lender's concerns
over large fiscal discrep-
ancies in budgets.

In a statement is-
sued after the talks re-
mained inconclusive,
IMF Mission Chief Iva
Petrova said that while
considerable progress
was made in the discus-
sions, they would con-
tinue in the coming
days. Petrova said that
the IMF would fully as-
sess the impact of recent
clobal developments on
Pakistan's economy and
the Extended Fund Facil-
ity (EFF)-supported
programme.

She further said
that considerable
progress was made on
sustaining fiscal consoli-
dation to strengthen
public finances; main-
taining a sufficiently
tight monetary policy to
ensure inflation remains
durably within the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)'s
target range; and ad-
vancing reforms to im-
prove the viability of the

energy sector. Sources
said that among the out-
standing issues were
dividend earnings from
the National Bank of Pa-
kistan (NBP), the Paki-
stan Development Fund
(PDFL) and the tax tar-
get of the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR). The
IMF mission had also
expressed concerns
over huge fiscal discrep-
ancies in the federal and
provincial budgets. The
IMF wanted to send a
technical mission to ad-
dress the discrepancies,
they added.

For the first half of
the fiscal year, the fi-
nance ministry reported
aRs413 billion fiscal dis-
crepancy, including
Rs71 billion in the books
of the federal govern-
ment. The primary rea-
sons for the federal dis-
crepancies were an in-
crease in commercial
bank deposits, varia-
tions on account of time
lag in reporting and
book  adjustments
among the SBP, FBR and
Economic Affairs Divi-
sion (EAD). The IMF
had also raised ques-
tions about spending on
the Daanish schools
and their booking by the
federal government.

Petrova said that
discussions also cov-

ered the impact of the
conflict in the Middle
East on Pakistan's eco-
nomic outlook, the bal-
ance of payments and
external financing needs
amid volatile and rising
energy prices and tighter
global financial condi-
tions. The IMF team and
the authorities will con-

tinue these discussions
with a view to conclud-
ing them in the coming
days, she added.

The staff-level
agreement for the ap-
proval of the $1 billion
fourth loan tranche un-
der the EFF and the $220
million under the Resi
ience and Sustainability

cussions are ongoing.
The government
wants to accelerate eco-
nomic growth to lower
rising poverty and unem-
ployment, but the IMF
was of the view that Pa-
kistan has not yet
reached a stage where it
can afford sustainably
higher  economic
growth. The finance
‘ministry told the Senate
Standing Committee on
Finance on Thursday
that the Middle East
conflict would not have
significant negative im-
plications for the exter-
nal account. by the National Eco-
The implications of - nomic Council (NEC), it
the conflict have prima- added.
rily been witnessed Under a normal sce-
through temporary glo- nario, inflation is ex-
bal oil price hikes, which  pected to remain within
may pose some down- the range of 5.5-6.5% in
side risks to the external  fiscal year 2026. A higher
account, said the minis- increase in fuel prices
try. However, it added due to a prolonged con-
that higher oil prices flict could increase infla-
would transfer windfall  tionary pressures. How-
gains to our remittances. ever, it is expected to re-
"Based on the mainbelow the targeted
seven months' growth in  level of 7.5%, according
remittances this year, it ~to the finance ministry.
is expected that remit- It further said that
tances may surpass the despite risks to growth
annual plan target of prospects emanating
$39.4 billionbytheend from the conflict,
of the year, which will Pakistan's industrial sec-
cushion the external sec-  tor, particularly LSM, is
tor and finance the im- performing welland GDP
port bill," said the fi- growth is expected to
nance ministry. remain on target.

The  ministry
claimed that Pakistan
was steadily moving to-
wards greater self-suffi-
ciency in essential food
items. Last year, the
country imported $891
million worth of pulses
and $3.7 billion worth of
edible oil. The ministry
said that the war has not
impacted inflation tar-
gets and inflation would
still remain within the
range. Average inflation
during the first eight
months of FY2026 stood
at 5.5%, well below the
target of 7.5% approved

Facility (RSF) should
have been reached by
March 11 — the last day
of the talks

The IMF said that
the $7 billion programme
implementation under
the EFF remained
broadly aligned with the
authorities' commit-
ments through end-Feb-

ruary 2026. Petrova said
that particular attention
was paid to deepening
structural reforms, given
the authorities' empha-
sis on accelerating
growth alongside efforts
to strengthen social pro-
tection and rebuild
health and education
spending. These dis-

SBP reserves up $2bn since

NEWS DESK:The
Middle East crisis,
which does not look to
end in the near future,
would surely hit the
foreign exchange re-
serves of countries
like Pakistan. How-
ever, data issued by
the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP) on
Thursday showed that
its reserves rose by
$41 millionto $16.341
billion during the week
ended on March 6. In
its latest monetary
policy statement, it
specifically mentioned
that it has been buy-
ing dollars from the
interbank market to
improve its reserves.
Fortunately, the
inflow of remittances
continues to grow, as
noted in February. The
remittances in Feb
were $3.3 billion, but
were lower than the
inflows in
January.Some cur-
rency market experts
believe the inflows
should be higher, as
they usually grow by
20 per cent during
Ramazan. Millions of

Qil heads for weekly gains despite US

July 2025

Pakistanis are em-
ployed in the Middle
East, and their total
contribution during the
first 8 months of
FY26 was 53pc of to-
tal inflows.However,
the escalating war has
threatened many jobs
inthe Middle East, and
new jobs are not avail-
able there. The gov-
ernment, which relies
heavily on remittances
for its foreign ex-
change earnings, has
been encouraging as
many Pakistanis as
possible to go abroad

for work.

The largest em-
ployers arc the Arab
counties and this door
has been shut as long
as war continues. The
SBP’s foreign ex-
change reserves rose
by $2.017bn since
July 2025. Similarly,
commercial banks’
holdings improved by
$595  million to
$5.257bn. The

country’s total re-
serves

reached
$21.598bn, with an
addition of $2.622bn
since July 2025.The

State Bank has al-
lowed the import of
crude oil, which
means it will provide
dollars and it affect its
reserves.

“In view of the
prevailing situation and
critical importance of
crude oil and petro-
leum products for the
country, it has been
decided to allow im-
port ofcrude oil/petro-
leum products on CIF
basis for 60 days from
the date of issuance of
this circular letter,”
said a circular.

sanctions waiver on Russian oil

NEWS DESK:Oil prices
headed for weekly gains
as of Friday, despite the
US trying to ease sup-
ply concerns by issuing
a 30-day license for
countries to buy Rus-
sian oil and petroleum
products stranded at
sea.

Brent futures for
May rose $1.02, or 1 per
cent, to $101.48 a barrel
at 07:30 GMT, heading
for a weekly increase of
nearly 10pc. US West
Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude for April
was up by 94 cents, or
1.0pc, at $96.67a barrel,
poised for more than a
6pe uptick for the week.

The license was is-
sued in what Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent
said was a step to
stabilise global energy
‘markets roiled by the US-
Israeli war on Iran, but
analysts said this has
failed to resolve wider
supply constraints.

“ICE Brent futures
have already breached
$100 per barrel and are
still supported today,
despite moves to calm
the markets with the
Russian oil waiver and
the unprecedented re-
lease of emergency
stockpiles,” said Emril
Jamil, senior analyst at
LSEG

“The market sees
this as a short-term so-
lution that does not ad-
dress the crux of the

supply disruption. The
crude intermonth
spreads for future
months indicate an un-
resolved and continued
tightness in supply,”
Jamil said.

Brent is more sup-
ported than WTTas Eu-
rope is more susceptible
to energy security is-
sues, while the US is
able to stave off its ex-
posure due to its domes-
tic output, Jamil sa

Yang An, analyst at
Haitong Fu(ures, said:
“Issuing the license has
eased market concerns,
but it won’t resolve the
most fundamental issue.
The most important
thing is the restoration
of navigation in the
Strait of Hormuz.”

The announcement
on Russian oil came a

day after the US Energy
Department said the US
would release 172 million
barrels of oil from its
Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve to help curb sky-
mckeling ol prices.
at plan was coor-

dmaled Wllh the Interna-
tional Energy Agency,
which has agreed to re-
lease a record 400 million
barrels of il from stra-
tegic stockpiles, includ-
ing the US contribution.

Fleeting relief
sparked by the TEA re-
lease, however, was
shattered by a re-esca-
lation of Middle East
risks, IG analyst Tony
Sycamore said in a note.

Both benchmark
prices surged more than
9pc on Thursday and hit
their highest levels since
August 2022

Iran’s new supreme
leader Mojtaba
Khamenei said Iran
would fight on and keep
the Strait of Hormuz shut
as leverage against the
United States and Israel.

Two fuel tankers in
Iraqi waters were struck
by explosive-laden Ira-
nian boats, Iragi security
officials said on Thurs-
day. An Iraqj official told
state media that the
country’s oil ports have
completely stopped op-
erations.

Meanwhile, US
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent told Sky News
in an interview that the
US Navy, perhaps with
an international coali-
tion, would escort ves-

sels lhmugh the Strait of | |

Hormuz when it is mili-
tarily possible.

Doha interested in boosting
rice imports

NEWS DESK: Fed- Qatar. DrAhmadbin of the Qatari market, cussed investment op-

cral Minister for Com- Mohammed high- adding that new portunities in Pakistan,
merce Jam Kamal lighted that rice re- mechanisms were be- particularly in infra-
Khan held a virtual mains an important ingintroducedto facili- ~structure, logistics and

meeting with Minister
of State for Foreign
Trade Affairs of Qatar
Dr  Ahmad  bin
Mohammed Al-Sayed
to discuss ways to fur-
ther strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation, food
security coordination
and investment oppor-
tunities.

Both sides ex-
pressed satisfaction
over the positive tra-
jectory of Pakistan-
Qatar relations and
agreed to further ex-
pand economic en-
gagements.

The Qatari minis-
ter emphasised the im-
portance of encourag-
ing greater interaction
between the business
communities of both
countries in order to
further strengthen
economic ties, said a
press release issued on
Thursday. A key focus
of discussion was en-
hancing Pakistan's ex-
ports of rice and other
food products to } '

Sl
Fuel price hike pushes weekly
inflation up

fuel rates due to the US-
Isracl war on Iran.
Among the major con-
tributors, petrol prices
increased by 20.60%
while diesel surged by
19.54% compared to the
previous week. Similarly,
the price of liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG) rose
by 12.13%, putting addi-
tional pressure on
household budgets,
particularly in areas
where LPG is widely
used for cooking,

Food items also reg-
istered notable in-
creases during the week.
The price of onions
climbed 9.63%, while ba-
nanas rose 1.44% and
wheat flour increased by
1.28%. Other items post-

tate improved pricing
and supply arrange-
ments.

Both sides agreed
that relevant depart-
ments and officials
would  coordinate
closely to facilitate di-
rect engagement be-
tween Pakistani ex-
porters and Qatari im-
porters. In addition to
food supply coopera-
tion, the two sides dis-
-

energy. Projects such
as Karachi Port ex-
pansion and other
strategic initiatives
were highlighted as
potential areas for col-
laboration. The Qatari
side welcomed the pro-
posals shared by Paki-
stan and indicated that
relevant authorities, in-
cluding the Qatar In-
vestment Authority,
would review them.

component of Qatar's
security
programme and na-
tional food strategy
and expressed interest
in increasing imports
from Pakistan.
Jam Kamal as-
sured the Qatari min-
ister that Pakistan was
taking steps to ensure
its exporters remain
competitive and re-
sponsive to the needs

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's

that out of 51 essential
items monitored, the
prices of 14 items
(27.45%) increased, 9
items (17.65%) de-
creased, while 28 items
(54.90%) remained un-
changed during the
week. On a year-on-year
basis, the SPIincrease of
44% was mainly driven
by higher energy costs
and staple food prices.
The most significant in-
creases were recorded in
diesel (29.94%), gas
charges for the lowest
consumption  slab
(29.85%), LPG (29.21%),
wheat flour (27.75%),
and petrol (25.75%).
ther food items

that recorded annual in-
creases included chilly
powder (15.20%), beef
12.00%), powdered milk
(10.10%), mutton
(9.61%), gur (7.10%),
broken basmati rice
(6.51%), and cooked
beef (5.17%). Mean-
while, several food items
registered notable an-
nual declines. Potato
rices dropped by
51.92%, while chicken
fell 25.92%, eggs de-
clined 23.76%, and toma-
toes dropped 23.02%.
Prices of pulse gram
(19.76%),  garlic
(18.25%), powdered salt
(12.52%), and sugar
(12.02%) also decreased
compared to the same
period last year.

ing smaller increases in-
cluded chicken (0.66%),
pulse mash (0.55%), fire-
wood (0.38%), pulse
gram (0.10%), fresh milk
(0.08%), and cooked
beef (0.02%).
However, some
commodities witnessed
price declines, partially
offsetting the overall
rise. The price of toma-
toes fell by 3.66%, fol-
lowed by potatoes,
which declined 2.86%.
Other items registering
decreases included gar-
lic (0.42%), IRRI-6/9 rice
and pulse masoor
(0.19% each), mustard
0il (0.16%), pulse moong
(0.12%), and sugar
(0.09%).
PBS data showed

short-term inflation indi-
cator recorded a notable
increase, as the Sensi-
tive Price Indicator (SPT)
rose 6.44% year-on-year
during the week ended
March 11,2026, mainly
driven bya sharp rise in
energy and essential
food prices, according to
data released by the Pa-
kistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS).
aweek-on-week
basis, the SPI increased
by 1.89%, reflecting a
significant jump in the
cost of key household
commodities. The rise
was largely attributed to
a surge in petroleum
product prices following
recent adjustments in
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Pakistan look to make comeback as Bangladesh eye series

NEWS DESK:A new-
look Pakistan face an
unusual do-or-die situa-
tion on Friday in the sec-
ond One-day Interna-
tional against
Bangladesh  who
stunned the tourists in
the opening match of the
three-match series.

Fast bowler Nahid
Rana, 23, starred with a
career-best show of 5-24
as Bangladesh demol-
ished the Shaheen Shah
Afridi-led Pakistan in the
opening ODI at the Sher-
e-Bangla National Sta-
dium on Wednesday.

Shaheen has
backed his young team
tomake a comeback de-
spite the eight-wicket
drubbing in the series
opener, and will defi-
nitely be eyeing to level
the series at the same
venue today.

Pakistan are featur-
ing in an ODI series in
Bangladesh after a long
gap of 11 years, The last
time when Pakistan
played a 50-over rubber
in Bangladesh under the
captaincy of Azhar Al,
they suffered a 3-0
sweep.

With ample time left
before the ICC 2027
World Cup is staged in
South Africa, Zimbabwe
and Namibia during Oc-

, Paki-
stan, which have
struggled in ICC events

since their 2017 Champi-
ons Trophy triumph, will
certainly look to develop
a side that can face top-
tier in the
ODI showpicce. The
current Bangladesh se-

ries is only the starting
point of that build-up
campaign.

Four Pakistan play-
ers — Abdul Samad,
Maaz Sadaqat,
Sahibzada Farhan and

Shamyl Hussain —
made their ODI debut on
Wednesday after the
tourists dropped experi-
enced pros like Babar
Azam, Fakhar Zaman
and Shadab Khan and

15.1 overs as opener
Tanzid Hasan smashed a
42-ball 67 not out.

‘The worrying factor
for Pakistan is that their
batting  crumbled
against Rana who, be-
fore Wednesday’s game,
had claimed just five
wickets in his Very short
career comprising five
ODIs.

Moreover, in the
bowling department,
Pakistan’s pace trio com-
prising  Shaheen,
Faheem Ashraf and
Mohammad ~ Wasim
failed to make any im-
pact as they looked to
defend a scanty total.

On the other hand,
Bangladesh will be look-
ing to seal the series on
Friday before the last

game.

While the hosts’
bowling showcased
their promise in the
opener, their batters may
well be tested fully today
aﬁcr chasing a modest

Though Pakistan
hold a clear edge in the
head-to-head  ODI
record against
Bangladesh — with 34
wins and six losses — the
pumped-up hosts under
Mehidy Hasan Miraz
will certainly be looking
to improve that record
when they take the field
at the Sher-e-Bangla Na-
tional Stadium today.

March.
But the move to in-

aggressive opener Saim
Ayub for the series.
Other than Fakhar, the
remaining three players
flopped in the T20 World
Cup held in India and Sri
Lanka during February-

try 114 — their low
ever ODI total against
clude the youngsters Bangladesh—with 19.2
did not work at all for overs to spare.

Pakistan, at least in the The hosts com-
opening game, as they pleted the modest chase
were shot out for a pal-  without any fuss in just

Arbeloa 'confident' Mbappe
fit for Man City trip in
Champions League

NEWS DESK:Real Valverde.

Madrid coach Alvaro City host the sec-
Arbeloa said Friday ond leg next Tuesday
he was "confident”" andrisk being knocked
that Kylian Mbappe out of Europe by
will be available to Madrid for the third
face Manchester City season in a row.
in the second leg of France forward

has not played since
withdrawing

from the squad to
face Benfica in the
second leg of the
Champions League
knockout phase play-
off round on February

appearances for his
club this season.

His expected re-
turn for Madrid comes
ahead of the interna-
tional break, where
France will face Bra-
zil and Colombia in

their ~ Champions Mbappe, hampered by pre-World Cup
League last 16 tie. asprain to his left knee Mba ppe has friendlies in the United
"He's getting bet- since late December, scored 38 goals in 33  States.

ter day by day,"
Arbeloa said at a
press conference.
"He won't be there to-
morrow

(Saturday, in La
Liga against Elche),
but I'm confident he'll
be on the trip to
Manchester."

With  Mbappe
sidelined by a knee in-
jury and several other
key players missing,
Real thrashed City 3—
0 in the first leg at the
Bernabeu on Wednes-
day, thanks to a hat-
trick from Federico

Lens eye top spot in Ligue 1

NEWS DESK:Lens are
enjoying a remarkable
season in France and
can seize top spot in
Ligue I this weekend as
they look to take the title
fight to a Paris Saint-
Germain side whose
‘main focus is the Cham-
pions League.

PSG's lead at the top
of the table is a single
point with nine games re-
‘maining, meaning Lens
will go top with a win at
Lorient on Saturday.

They are aiming to
take advantage of the
fact that PSG have been
given the weekend off,
their home fixture
against Nantes post-
poned until April to give
Luis Enrique's side a rest
in between the two legs
of their Champions
League last-16 tie
against Chelsea.

The fact that Lens
are even within touch-
ing distance of the
Qatar-backed club is en-
tirelyunexpected, given
that their budget 1s not
even a tenth of that of
the reigning European
champions.

he club from an
old coal mining commu-
nity in the far north of
France, around 40
kilometres from the Bel-
gian border, won their
only league fitle in 1998
but finished as runners-
up to PSG as recently as
2023,

title race to the Tour de
rance.

"Right now we are
still in the Alps with a
good few stages and
climbs to negotiate,"
Sage said last week, with
Angers up next after

rient.

On Thursday he
"Our objective now
is to get six more points
before the next interna-
tional break so we can
go into the remainder of
the season in the best
possible shape.”

Player to watch

The Lens left-back
is not one of the more
fashionable names in
French football but he
has been so impressive
this season that he is a
strong contender to
make the France squad
for the upcoming
friendlies against Brazil
and Colombia.

national forward Florian
Thauvin.

Lens have the best
defensive record in the
division and have won
12 and lost two of their
15 Ligue 1 games since
the start of November.

Theyare through to
the semi-finals of the
French Cup, a trophy
they have never won
and still have a chance
of adream double.

Last weekend, as
PSG lost 3-1 to Monaco,
Lens beat bottom club
Metz 3-0 to cut the gap.

owever, the trip to
Brittany to play Lorient
promises to be an awk-
ward one, as the pro-
moted club are enjoying
a fine season.
Sage has in mind
the fact that Lens are
due to host PSG on the
weekend of April 11 and

the last close season,
Lens sold a host of key
players, including Brice
Samba, Kevin Danso,
Scko Fofana, Lois
Openda,  Facundo
Medina, Neil El Aynaoui,
Andy Diouf and
Abdukodir Khusanov.

Many have gone to
leading European clubs
such as Manchester City
and Inter Milan, often
for big fees, but Lens
ave not been able tore-
invest all that money in
new signings.

levertheless, their
decision to appoint
former Lyon boss Pierre
Sage as coach has been
amasterstroke.
he unassuming

Sage has built an out-
finishing seventh and standing side full of
then eighth, not even over-performing play-
qualifying for Europe for ers,
this season.

Between 2023 and

They fell away in
the last two campaigns,

in which the big-
gest star is French inter-

last week compared the

Alcaraz powers into Indian Wells
quarters; Draper upsets Djokovic

NEWS DESK:World
number one Carlos
Alcaraz continued his
dominant run at Indian
Wells, beating Norway’s
Casper Ruud 6-1, 7-6(7/
2), while Jack Draper up-
set world number three
Novak Djokovic 4-6, 6-
4, 7-6(7/5) on Wednes-
dayto reach the quarter-
finals in the California
desert.

Alcaraz relied on a
near-flawless service
game to seize control of
the match, racing
through the opening set
in just 37 minutes after
breaking Ruud’s serve
three times.

Thirteenth-seeded
Ruud raised his level in
the second set and
forced a tibreak, hoping
to push the match to a
decider, but Alcaraz kept
his foot on the gas to
seal his 15th consecu-
tive victory of the sea-
son to reach the quarter-
finals for a fifth straight

and then broke the
Briton as he served for
the match.

The 24-year-old
kept his composure,
forced the tie-break and
dominated it to close out
a statement victor

“Tstill don’t feel like
I'm playing anywhere
near the way I want to
play,” Draper said. “I
came out here tonight
and I won that match
through determination
and trying to problem-
solve and do my best
and have a great atti-
tude.

was incredible I'm really
hay of playing that
Kind of Tovel, rgcany
happy to get through
and hopefully Il play
this level on the next
round.”Alcaraz will next
face 2021 champion
Cameron Norrie, who

Djokovic in a deciding-
set tie-break after two
hours and 35 minutes.

Draper, who trailed
after dropping the
opener 64, stormed into
the second set by break-
ing Djokovic early and
surviving multiple break
points before sealing it
with aggressive baseline
play.

with the Spaniard look-
ing to avenge a defeat to
the Briton at last year’s
Paris Masters.
Defending cham-
pion Draper claimed one
of the biggest wins of
his career by beating

Djokovic won a
§(unmng 26-shot rally at
30-all in the opening
game of the decider, but
Draper surged to leads
of 3-1 and 5-3 before the
Serb battled back to 5-5

ar.
“The conditions
were difficult to be hon-
est. Today the ball was
tough to control but we
both played great,” two-
time champion Alcaraz
said in his on-court in-
t set

terview. “My fi

Indian-owned Sunrisers face
backlash after signing Abrar
Ahmed for Hundred

P /o

o

NEWSDESK:
Sunrisers Leeds are
facing a fierce social
media backlash after
the Indian-owned
Hundred franchise
signed spinner Abrar
Ahmed this week.

A longstanding
political stand-off be-
tween India and Paki-
stan means the two
nations only play each
other in major global
cricket tournaments.

Cricketers from
Pakistan have not fea-
tured in the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL)
since 2009 because of
diplomatic tensions

between the two na- that control IPL Sadia Igbal, went un- @Sunnscrsh,cds ac-
tions. teams. sold. count on X was sus-

There was specu- But the Leeds- The England and pended overnight. It
lation that the players based Sunrisers Wales Cricket Board was up and running

from Pakistan involved
in this week’s inaugu-
ral Hundred auction in
London would be sub-
ject to a “shadow
ban”, with the IPL-af-
filiated teams refusing
to bid for them.

Four of the fran-
chises — MI London,
Manchester Super Gi-
ants, Sunrisers Leeds
and Southern Brave
— are at least part-
owned by companies

last month issued a
statement saying all
eight of the city-based
franchises in the 100-
ball-a-side competition
were committed to
selection based solely
on performances. Instagram feed, while

But  Sunrisers the e also spilled
have been subjected over onto the accounts
to fierce criticism Sunrisers
from some Indian Hyderabad, also
Wednesday s cricketfans after sign- owned by the Sun
women’s  auction, ing Ahmed. Group media con-
Fatima Sana and T h e glomerate.

clinched a deal for leg-
spinner Abrar, paying
190,000 ($252,000) for
his services.

Usman Tariq, the
only other Pakistani
player bought in the
auction, was picked up
by American-backed
Birmingham Phoenix.

The only two Pa-
kistan players in

again on Friday with a
fresh follower base,
but comments focused
heavily on Abrar’s
signing.

The same was
true of the club’s

°
=8
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PML-N stalwart Nehal Hashmi
sworn in as Sindh governor

NEWS DESK:
PML-N  stalwart
Nehal Hashmi on Fri-
day was sworn in as
the new governor of
Sindh, following his
surprise appointment a
day earlier.

Sindh High Court
Chief Justice Zafar
Ahmed Rajput admin-
istered the oath at a
ceremony held in
Karachi. Senior lead-
ers were present at the
televised ceremony,
including PPP leader
Saced Ghani and
Sindh Local Govern-
ment Minister Nasir
Hussain Shah.

The newly-ap-
pointed  governor
spoke to the media af-
ter the oath-taking cer-
emony, where he said,
“I want to give a mes-
sage to the people of
Karachi [..] that we
will move forward
with political struggle,
falthfulness and hon-

Hashml reiterated
that his party’s mes-
sage was that of
peace, love, and de-
velopment.

“We have an en-
tire department for
laptops for youth,
programmes for their
training, loan schemes,
and other facilities,”
he said.

“All the federal
institutions here will
become functional
and work for progress

in Sindh,” he said.

He said the pro-
vincial government
would “follow in the
footsteps of our sister,
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, on
how to lead a coumry
towards progress”.

“We are political
people, and we will
resolve all the issues
through dialogue; we
‘willnot pursue the poli-
tics of mischief,” he
said.

Hashmi is a vet-
eran politician who last
served as a PML-N
senator after his elec-
tion in March 2015.
However, a controver-
sial speech he made in
May 2017 landed him
in hot water, culminat-
ing in his disqualifica-
tion in February 2018.

On  Thursday,
President Asif Ali
Zardari approved
Hashmi’s appointment
as Sindh governor,
hours after it was an-
nounced that Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif recommended
his appointment to the
post prevlously held by

MQM’s Kamran
Tessori.

A brief statement
issued by the PM Of-
fice said that PM
Shehbaz met Hashmi
at the PM House and
decided to nominate
him as the governor of
Sindh.

The  surprise

move to appoint
Hashmi has drawn a
strong reaction from
ally MQM-P, which
complained that it had
not been taken on
board before the deci-
sion to remove its
nominee from office,
calling it a “grave mis-
take” by Islamabad
and vowing to soon
decide its future
course of action.

Speaking to the
media at the
Governor’s House on
Thursday, the outgoing
governor, Tessori, said
that if he was pun-
ished for raising issues
related to Gul Plaza
and the ‘Karachi
Bachao Conference’,
he would continue to
speak up for the city.

He remarked that
he could reveal who
had removed him and
on whose instructions,
but he chose not to do
0.

Tessori congratu-
lated the newly nomi-
nated Sindh governor,
saying he had seen the
news on TV channels
and wished him suc-
cess. He urged
Hashmi to continue
the initiatives launched
during his tenure.

“No one remains
in office forever,” he
said, adding that he
had never been a
“mute, deaf or dummy
governor” and did not
want to be one.

@

Roads blocked in Islamabad,
Karachi as processions taken
out on Al-Quds Day

NEWS DESK: : Several
routes in Karachi and
Islamabad have been
closed today as part of
security arrangements
for Al-Quds Day rallies.

Al-Quds Day s ob-
served globally every
year since it was first an-
nounced by Iranian revo-
lutionary leader Ayatol-
lah Khomeini, The day is
observed on the last Fri-
day of Ramazan to high-
light the “atrocities of
Israel against Palestin-
ians”.

ever, with the
possibility of Eidul Fitr
falling on next Friday if
the Shawwal moon is
sighted on March 19, the
Al-Quds Day is being
observed today.

In a statement is-
sued by the Office of the
Karachi traffic deputy
inspector general of pi
lice, citizens were in-
formed that a religious
growp will organise a

Quds Rally” af-
Ier Fnday prayers,
‘marching from Numaish
to Aman Tower. Accord-
ing to the traffic advi-
sory, the road from Boat
Basin towards Jinnah
Bridge will remain
closed. The road from
PIDC going towards
Jinnah Bridge on M.
Khan Road will also re-
main closed in both
rections. Traffic police
said, “the closures were
being implemented as
part of security arrange-

ments for the rally”.

Authorities an-
nounced alternative
routes to manage traffic
flow. Travelers from
Teen-Hatti, going to-
wards Tower can use
Gurumandar, Soldier
Bazar, Bahadur Yar Jung
Road, Holy Family Hos-
pital, or turn left at
Banori Signal towards
PP Chowrangi and Cor-
ridor-3.

Commuters head-
ing to Tower from
Nazimabad have been
advised to use Lasbella,
turn right onto Nishtar
Road, and continue via
Ranchore Lines and Civil
Hospital. Those travel-
ing from Fresco Chowk
or Eidgah Chowk to
Numaish can go via
Tibbi Chowk and turn
right to Regal Chowk
and Empress Market, or
left towards Jubilee,
‘Agha Khan I11 Road and
Soldier Bazaar. Traffic
from Daudpota Road or
Lucky Star, moving to-
‘wards Numaish, will be
diverted at Preedy
Chowk towards Saddar
Dawakhana, PP
Chowrangi, then lefi to
Regal Chowk. Commut-
ers from Garden Zoo to
Zaibunnisa Street have
been advised to use
Agha Khan I Road,
Coast Guard, Bahadur
Yar Jung Road, Soldier
Bazaar, or Uncle Saria
Hospital before turning
right 10 Saced Manzil.

Traffic moving from
Boat Basin towards
M.A. Jinnah Road will be
diverted back through a
U-turn, while vehicles
from PIDC towards
Jinnah Bridge will be re-
directed to Khajoor
Chowk. Traffic coming
from Jinnah Bridge will
be diverted towards LI
Chundrigar Road.

Officials said traffic
police personnel will re-
‘main deployed along the
route to guide commut-
ers and ensure a smooth
flow of vehicles.

The advisory ap-
plies to district South
and district West. Citi-
zens have been advised
to use alternative routes
and contact the Traffic
Police Helpline 1915 for
assistance, while also
staying tuned to FM
88.6 for traffic updates.

Earlier, the Sindh
government had an-
nounced March 13 (to-
day) as a public holiday
across the province to
facilitate observance of
Al-Quds Day. A notifica-
tion issued by Sin
Chief Secretary Asif
Hyder Shah stated that
all government offices,
autonomous and semi-
autonomous bodies,
corporations and local
councils under the ad-
ministrative control of
the Sindh government
would remain closed, ex-
cept for essential ser-
vices.

7 policemen, including SHO, martyred in attack on
pohce vehicle in KP’s Lakki Marwat

NEWS DESK: An
attack on a police ve-
hicle martyred seven
policemen, including
an officer, in the
Bettani subdivision of

y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa’s Lakki
Marwat district on Fri-

ay.
The spokesman of

the district police of-
ficer, Qudratullah, said
that a squad of the
Shadikhel police sta-
tion was onroutine pa-

trol duty in the area |

when the terrorist at-
tack occurred. The
vehicle was targeted
with animprovised ex-
plosive device (IED).

The official said
that terrorists had
planted an IED along
the  Shahdikhel-
Mastikhel road to tar-
get the law enforce-
ment personnel. Six
policemen, including a
station house officer
(SHO) and five con-
stables, lost their lives
in the explosion, he
aid.

The bodies of the
martyred and the in-
jured policeman were
taken to the hospital.

The mjured cop later
succumbed to his
wounds, bringing the
total fatalities to
seven.

A large police
contingent reached the
area and launched a
search for the perpe-
trators of the attack.

President Asif Ali
Zardari, in a statement
issued by the President
House, condemned
the attack and prayed
for the martyrs.

- s
President Zardari recorded a significant
wished a speedy re- surge in violence last
covery to the injured. year as “fatalitics rose
He further stated that from 1,620 in 2024 to
the state’s resolve to- 2,331in2025”.

wards eliminating ter- This marked an

rorism remained “un- “absolute increase of

wavering”. 711 deaths, accounting

KP has seen arise for over 82 per cent of

in terrorist attacks in the net national rise
the past year. Accord- and marking almost a
ing to the Annual Se- 44pc year-on-year
curity Report 2025 surgemvlolence inthe
from the Centre for province”.

Research and Security Last month, nine
Studies (CRSS), KP police personnel, in-

cluding a deputy su-
perintendent of police

were martyred in
separate terrorist at-
tacks in Punjab’s
Bhakkar district and
KP’s Kohat and Wana
areas.

Only days prior to
that, three Federal
Constabulary men
were martyred in a
terrorist attack in
Karak, according to
officials.

Fears of Pak-Afghan hostilities causing spike in polio
cases as majority of environmental samples test negative

NEWS DESK: Data from
Pakistan’s Polio Eradica-
tion Programme shows
that a majority of the en-
vironmental samples for
poliovirus, which causes
The crippling disease,
collected during the first
twomonths 0f 2026 have
tested negative.
Moreover, a com-
parison of the first two
months 0of 2025 with the
current year shows a
more than threefold re-
duction in positive envi-
ronmental samples.
However, ongoing Paki-

to eradicate the virus. A
polio case can be re-
ported in any city due to
the frequent movement
of people, but the pres-
ence of the virus in sew-
age samples indicates
that the vaccination
campaign in the area did
not meet its target. The
presence of the virus in
sewage also indicates
that the immunity of lo-
cal children has declined
and that they are at risk
of the disease.

Yearly comparison
shows that 39 positive

ten-
sions could create an
opportunity for the virus
to rebound during the
upcoming high-trans-
mission season, which
may begin next month.

According to a
document from the Po-
lio Eradication
Programme, available
with Dawn, 111 environ-
mental samples out of
126 tested negative
across the country in
February.

It is worth noting
that sewage samples are
a key indicator of
whether polio vaccina-
tion campaigns are being
carried out successfully.
After samples are de-
tected, polio campaigns
are launched in the area

samples
were reported in the first
two months of 2026,

compared with 144 in the
first two months of 2025
nationwide. Similarly, six

children were paralysed ~ported. During the same
during the first two two months of 2025, as
months of last year. many as 26 positive
However, onlyone child  samples were reported.
has contracted the virus Similarly, in Sindh, 27
during the first two positive environmental
momhs of the current samples have been re-
ported this year; last
™" The document also year as many as 50 posi-
shows encouraging tive environmental
numbers: in Balochistan, samples were reported
11 environmental during the first two
samples tested positive, -months.

compared with 38 in A polio expert, who
2025. In Punjab, only wished toremain anony-
one positive sample has - mous, said that the cur-
been reported, compared rent data showed that
with 27 in 2025. Khyber ~ the virus could be com-
Pakhtunkhwa’s data pletely stopped during
shows that during the the ongoing year.

first two months of the “However, a major
ongoing year, six posi- concern s that the virus
tive environmental can bounce back due to
samples have been re- the current Pakistan-Af-

|Y.

ghanistan tensions. In
southern KP, almost
120,000 children are be-
ing missed due to secu-
rity reasons and that
pocket can provide an
opportunity for the virus
to bounce back,” he
said.

Moreover, some ar-
eas lack drainage sys-
tems, making it impos-
sible to collect environ-
mental samples there.
The virus can again
start clrculatmg from
there,” he warned.

The expert said that
the high transmission
season may begin next
month, so the polio
programme needed to
be on its toes to ensure
that the situation did not
get out of hand.

The polio virus is
less active when the
temperature is lower.
The high transmission
season runs from the
last week of April or the
start of May through
September.

Speaking to Dawn,
Pakistan Polio
Programme  head
Anwarul Haq said that
Pakistan was finally re-
ceiving positive news
— that the virus present
in the environment had
started to decline across
the country.

Info minister says Pakistan targeted terrorists, support

infrastructure in Afghanistan overnight

NEWS DESK: Informa-
tion Minister Attaullah
Tarar said on Friday that
Pakistan successfully
targeted terrorist affili-
ated locations in Af-
ghanistan overnight.

In a post on X, he
said, “It is pertinent to
mention that on the
night of 12/13 March
2026, Pakistan success-
fully targeted terrorists”
affiliated installations in
Afghanistan.*

He said that terror-
ists and their support in-
frastructure, including
logistic bases, and
camps, were targeted.
His post also showed
the strikes, with the min-
ister saying that Pakistan

“precisely targeted only
those installations
which directly/indirectly
support terrorism from
inside Afghanistan and
terrorist camps™.

“No civilian popu-
lation or civilian infra-
structures were targeted
as falsely propagated by
Afghan regime officials
and media,” he asserted.

The

o

side Afghamslan as part
of the ongoing Opera-
tion Ghazab Lil Hag,”
confirmed security
sources. According to
security sources, the
headquarters of the Af-
ghan Taliban 313 Corps
in Kabul, along with its
associated infrastruc-
ture and an i

b;
the minister came hours
after security sources
said that in overnight
strikes against terrorists
and Afghan Taliban tar-
gets, the armed forces
destroyed  training
camps and support infra-
structure in Afghani-
stan.

“Pakistan’s Armed
Forces have carried out
successful airstrikes in-

depot, were destroyed.

In Kandahar, the
Tarawo terrorist training
camp was struck along
with an ol storage facil-
ity. The armed forces
also carried out strikes
against the Sher-e-Nau
terrorist camp, located
in the Paktia province,
added the security
sources.

According to the

sources, Pakistani forces  tives had been killed and
shot down three drones more than 887 injured
of Fitnaal-Khawarij us- during  Operation
ing electronic warfare. Ghazab lil-
Fitna-al-Khawarij is a He said that 249
term the state uses for check posts had been
terrorists belonging to destroyed, while 44
the banned Tehreek-i- posts were captured.
Taliban Pakistan (TTP). He added that 224
The development tanks, armoured ve-
comes as Pakistan con- hicles and artillery guns
tinues with Operation had been destroyed,
Ghazab lil-Haq, which while 70 terrorists and
was launched in late terrorist support infra-
February following un- structure = locations
provoked firing by the across Afghanistan
Afghan Taliban from  were effectively targeted
across the border. by air. There has been a
In his X post on Fri- ~ résurgence in terrorism
day, the information min- in Pakistan since the Af-
ister also provided an ghan Taliban returned to
update on Afghan powerin Kabulin
losses, saying that 663 Islamabad has repeat-
Afghan Taliban opera- edly urged the Taliban

administration to di
mantle terrorist sanctu-
aries on Afghan soil,
particularly those linked
to the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan. Officials say
those appeals have
gone unheeded.
Tensions between
Pakistan and Afghani-
stan heightened once
again after the Feb 16 ve-
hicle-borne suicide at-
tack on a joint security
forces post in Bajaur dis-
trict near the Afghan
border. Terrorists be-
longing to the TTP at-
tempted to breach the
Malangi check post and
rammed an explosives-
laden vehicle into its
perimeter wall after an
exchange of fire.




