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Thousands Return from Iran via Gwadar and Chagai:
Balochistan CM Assures Full Support at Border Points

Staff Reporter:

Quetta:A significant number of
travelers have returned from
Iran over the past few weeks,
entering through border dis-
tricts in Balochistan, as provin-
cial authorities continue to man-
age the influx with coordinated

efforts.

According to a statement
shared by Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti on X, a total of
5,615 individuals arrived be-
tween February 28 and last
night through the districts
Gwadar and Chaghi.

The Chief Minister noted
that among those who crossed

into Pakistan were 2,117 Ira-
nian drivers, along with 431
other foreign nationals, reflect-

care, assistance, and onward
travel arrangements for all in-
coming passengers.

ing the of

people across the border.

He praised the district ad-
ministrations of Gwadar and
Chagai for their effective han-
dling of the situation, stating
that officials ensured proper

Bugti hasized that the
Government of Balochistan
remains fully alert and commit-
ted to facilitating travelers at
border crossing points.

“All necessary measures
are in place to ensure safety,

comfort, and smooth process-
ing,” he said.

The development high-
lights the strategic importance
of Balochistan’s border re-
gions, particularly Gwadar and
Chagai,

in managing cross-border
movement and humanitarian
coordination.

Govt calls off
Pakistan Day
parade, associated
events amid
austerity measures

NEWS DESK:

The government on Tuesday said
it will not hold the Pakistan Day
parade and other ceremonial
events on March 23 in light of
the ongoing Gulfoil crisis and the
resulting austerity measures an-
nounced by the government.

Pakistan Day — observed
on March 23 every year — com-
memorates the passing of the
Lahore Resolution on March 23,
1940, when the All-India Muslim
League demanded a separate na-
tion for the Muslims of the Brit-
ish Indian Empire.

A statement from the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) stated
that in the backdrop of the ongo-
ing Gulf oil crisis and the conse-
quent austerity measures an-
nounced by the government, it
was decided that the Pakistan
Day parade and associated cer-
emonial events shall not be held
onMarch 23.

“The day shall, however, be
commemorated with dignity and
reverence through a simple flag-
hoisting ceremony at appropriate
levels,” the statement said.

“This measure is being taken
to ensure that the resilience and
unwavering commitment of the
nation to the ideals of Pakistan
Day remain aligned with the
broader austerity framework,” it
said.

“Ministries, divisions, and
departments are advised to mark
the occasion in a solemn and re-
spectful manner, ensuring that the
essence of the day is preserved
despite the scaled-down celebra-
tions,” the PMO statement said.

Last week, the government
had announced unprecedented
austerity measures to cope with
the situation that emerged due to
the US-Israel war on Iran, which
has led to a global oil crisis af-
fecting various countries, includ-
ing Pakistan.

The measures included a 50
per cent cut in fuel allowance for
official vehicles and a four-day
work week. It was also decided
that 50pc of staff in the public
sector would work from home;
however, those providing essen-
tial services are exempt.

On Saturday, it was also de-
cided that the employees of state-
owned enterprises (SOEs) and au-
tonomous institutions under
government patronage would see
their salaries cut by five to 30pc,
with the savings to be used for
public relief;

Police Impersonators Busted in Quetta Robberies,

QASEEM SHAH:

Quetta: Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Serious Crime
Investigation, Dr. Sami Malik,
has revealed a major break-
through in a series of robber-
ies carried out across the city,
involving suspects impersonat-
ing law enforcement person-
nel.

According to Dr. Malik,
the investigation uncovered a
gang that conducted multiple
robberies

targeting shops and resi-
dential houses while wearing
uniforms resembling those of
the Anti-Terrorism Force.

The suspects used these
uniforms to deceive victims
and avoid suspicion during their
operations.

Police have arrested sev-
eral accused individuals, and
fake uniforms used in the
crimes have been recovered.

He confirmed that the
suspects are currently under
investigation by senior officers,
and further arrests are ex-

Officer

o |

Among Accused

pected as the probe continues.

In a separate but related
case, Dr. Malik disclosed that
arobbery involving millions of
rupees from a shop in Quetta
led to shocking revelations.
During the investigation,

evidence pointed towards
the involvement of a police of-
ficial. After thorough interro-
gation, it was confirmed that
the officer was complicit in the
crime.

The accused official has
now been taken into custody,
and a case has been formally
registered against him along
with other suspects.

Dr. Malik further stated
that the Serious Crime Inves-
tigation wing has arrested doz-
ens of individuals involved in
various criminal activities, in-
cluding murder, attempted
murder, and other violent of-
fenses.

Authorities have reiterated
their commitment to maintain-
ing law and order and ensur-
ing that no individual, regard-
less of position, is above the
law.
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Editorial:
Quetta is once again at
the mercy of a winter
crisis that has become
all too familiar: low
gas pressure, unan-
nounced load shed-
ding, and complete ad-
ministrative silence.
Every year, citizens
are told to “bear with
the situation” as tem-
peratures fall and
heaters, stoves, and
geysers turn useless.
Yet the authorities re-
sponsible — Sui
Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC) and the
federal energy man-
agers — continue to
operate without ac-
countability.

A City Freezing
While Authorities
Look Away

The people of
Balochistan are right
to ask: Why must
Quetta suffer the
same crisis every win-
ter while no structural
reform is introduced?
Why are consumers
forced to pay heavy
bills for a service that
barely exists? And
why do officials in

How Long Will Quetta
Pay the Price for SSGC and
Federal Negligence?

where Balochistan
remains last on the
priority list — not be-
cause of a shortage of
resources, but be-
cause of a shortage of
political will.

SSGC’s Re-
peated Excuses and
Decades of Misman-
agement

The SSGC’s per-
formance adds an-
other layer of frustra-
tion. Each year, the
company offers the
same explanations —
“excessive demand,”
“pipeline pressure is-
sues,”  “technical
challenges.

” Yet no one ex-
plains why these
problems remain un-
resolved despite de-
cades of complaints.
Why have there been
no significant infra-
structure upgrades?
Why has the com-
pany failed to intro-
duce a clear winter
management plan for
Quetta? Why is com-
munication with con-
sumers absent?

The unannounced
nature of the load

g
g

Karachi and shedding exposes a
lamabad continue to lete di dfc
treat ’s gas public convenience.

just inconvenient — it
is dangerous.
Federal
Government’s Weak
Oversight and
Balochistan’s Low Pri-
ority
The federal gov-
ernment cannot es-
cape responsibility ei-
ther. Energy manage-
ment is a national is-
sue, and the pattern of
winter mismanage-
ment in Balochistan
reflects weak over-
sight, poor planning,
and an unfair allocation
of resources. The si-
lence of policymakers
during these crises
sends a clear message:
Quetta’s suffering is
not a priority.
hat Quetta
needs is not another
round of hollow state- e
ments. It needs a| ™ gardar Mengal:
transparent winter gas | Climate change is un-
plan, proper infra-| jeashing its worst ef-
structure investment, | fects in the form of
honest communication | heavy rainfalls and di-
with the public, and | sastrous floods. Inter-
real accountability for | governmental Panel on
SSGC. Most impor- | Climate Change had al-
tantly, it needs the fed- | ready waved multiple
eral government to fi- | red flags about dire
nally treat Balochistan | consequences of cli-
as an equal stake- | mate change in Paki-

holder in national re- | stan. The authorities
source should have been on

issues as a seasonal
inconvenience rather
than a governance
failure"

Des ite
Balochlstan being an
energy-producing re-
gion, its residents
struggle every winter
for the very resource
extracted from their
own soil. This contra-
diction reflects a deep-
rooted policy imbal-
ance in the federation,

When outages are not
scheduled or an-
nounced, families can-
not plan meals, heat-
ing, or even basic
daily routines. Hospi-
tals and clinics
struggle to maintain
warm environments
for patients. Small
businesses suffer.
And in a city where
temperatures  can
drop below freezing,
such negligence is not

The people of their toes in response to
Quetta have endured the contours of the cri-
enough. Their patience | 1° buéi:eom:lﬁ::d
should not be mistaken r{i‘alofhislan Vul-
g?jrt ;ggg\ngmnwzg; nerable to Climate Cri-

CISIVE S > TS | sis
recurring winter crisis It is noteworthy
W‘{l '“"Olmm“c_ mgp_osc that almost 30 districts
notonly the metlicien- | of Balochistan have
cies of SSGC but also | been badly hit by the
the federal | current climate emer-
government’s unwill- [ gency. People who
ingness to address | were already drowning
long-standing injus- | in man made disasters
tices. of inflation, poverty,

Crisis in Pakistan

polmcal crisis are cur-
rently drowning in a
Natural disaster.
Nushki, Khuzdar,
Lasbela, Bolan and Jhal
Magsi received much
of the inflictions of
flash floods.

People were left
stranded to flow with
the waves as seen in
footages, circulating on
social media. Unfortu-
nately, disturbing pic-
tures of dead bodies of
children covered with
mud, families who
were sitting helplessly
on debris of their
houses and sinking
valuables of the people
couldn’t awaken the
government from its
stupor. Even more
gloomily, the enraging
waves of floods-en-
gulfing lives and prop-
erty, converting every-
thing into dust & debris
and wreaking havoc all

around- couldn’t meri
breaking news on na-
tional media.

Prior disregard and
later delayed response
have multiplied inflic-
\lon§ of the catastro-

Loss of land com-
munication has further
isolated the stricken ar-
eas making true estima-
tion of destruction
more exhausting.

Timely decision
and act can reduce the
effect of Climate
Change

To stop ballooning
problems into crisis;
rescue, relief and reha-
bilitation operations
should be carried out
on full scale as the cur-

to meet the require-
ment. NDMA and
PDMA need to reach
out to the peripheral
areas that are out of the

It s hlgh time for

The Looming threat of Climate

ous measures in pipe-
line to overcome the
flood

e p and fed-
eral coalition govern-
ment to pay special at-
tention to those whose
lives are at the stake.
Political parties need to
rise above the tradi-
tional politics and
launch concerted ef-
forts to help out the ca-
lamity stricken at the
earliest. Social welfare
organisations should
come forward to heal
the lesions of suffering
humans. On national
media, there should be
special discourse and
discussion on settle-
ment and rehabilitation
of the affected people.

In addition to en-
suring; re-building of
eroded infrastructure,
compensation  for
losses, clean water, ad-
equate supply of food,
there should be numer-

such as increased risk
of infectious diseases.
The flood-stricken area
can become a breeding
ground for many health
related problems. Sup-
plying preventive medi-
cines and upholding
precautionary mea-
sures can halt the on-
slaught of infectious
diseases.

The state machin-
ery in its all forms
should come into play
to navigate a safe pas-
sage out of this hurri-
cane of climate emer-
gency enveloping us

H

The author is a fi-
nal year MBBS student
at King Edward Medi-
cal University Lahore,
Pakistan. He can be
reached on twitter via
(@SardarMengal11.

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan

By Shakoor Khan:
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community Help
(TEACH) ~ project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah, Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.

“IRC is striving
hard to promote glrl s
education
Balochistan besides im-
parting  vocational
trainings on financial lit-
eracy and trades to make
them financially inde-
pendent,” said Shareef
Mengal, Head of IRC
Balochistan during a
policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of

irl’s education in
Baloclustan held in col-
ttion with UK aid at

local hotel here.

Balochmlan Educa-

minister
Na;eebulla.h Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from the
Education ministry, Di-
rectorate of Special Edu-
cation,

Literacy, Non-For-
‘mal Education & Human
Rights Department,
Balochistan Assess-
ment and Examination

ommission,

Balochistan Textbook
Board, Policy Planning
Implementauon Unit ,
Provincial Institute of
Teachers Education,
Education  Support
Programme, Global Part-
nership of Education,
German Agency for In-
ternational Cooperation,
United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emer-
gency Fund Society for
Community Strengthen-
ing and Promotion of
Education, Balochistan,
Institute for Develop-
ment Studies and Prac-
tices, Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation
Agency also attended
the event.

The event hosted
conversations with mul-

tiple stakeholders in-
cluding education ex-
perts and government
functionaries on the
barriers faced by girls in
the province in pursu-
ing their education and
discussed possible so-
lutions to combat those
barriers.

salient feature

of the
project IRC

While highlighting
the salient feature of the
project IRC chief in
Balochistan Shareef
Mengal said under the
“Girls Learn” stream of
the project, 22,000 girls
received classes on
Package A, B and C of
non-formal curriculum,
of them 4000 enrolled in
mainstream formal
schooling system.
Under” Girls Earn”

stream of the project, girls from all ethnic
7000 girls completed groups, and socioeco-
Package A of the non- nomic backgrounds,”
formal curriculum, out of We are committed
these 7000 girls, 5000 re-  to assist and contribute
ceived training on finan-  to building economically
cial literacyand business prosperous, and edu-
development planning. cated Balochistan, so
2400 girls received train- every child has access to
ing on 8 vocational education.
trades and toolkits and He however wel-
250 girls received finan-  comed the support ex-
cial grants to starta busi- tended by the Interna-
ess. tional Rescue Committee
Nasecbullah Marri, for providing educa-
Education Minister tional and vocational
Balochistan, on the oc-  training opportunities,
casion urged that ‘We saying he is very grate-
must do our part to re- ful for the on-ground ini-
move the barriers faced tiative of community-
by girls in the region so based  schools in
that every girl can pur- Balochistan.”
sue her education and Abdul Rauf Baloch
become a valuable mem- — Secretary Secondary
ber of society” Education on the occa-
e Government is  sion appreciated the
makingall out efforts to contributions of IRC for
combat the low literacy girls’ education in
rate which has affected Balochistan.

He shared that edu-
cation is a complex sub-

ject which cannot be dis-

cussed without WAS]
health and other facili-
ties.

This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-
evant departments and
stakeholders  who
should play their role ef-
fectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his re-
marks said that “We as a
society need to commit
to prioritize and focus on
Girls’ Education through
adequate resources.
Girls’ education in
Balochistan is one of the
biggest challenges faced
by the country and to
deal with it we must work
with innovative methods
like Non-Formal Educa-
tion,

” He further added

that, “Over the years, we
have realized that if girls
are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and
provide access to life-
long learning opportuni-
ties like productive skills
and life-skills within
communities.
Girl’s education is
correlated with
lower rates of

poverty

The panel discus-
sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
‘makers and practitioners
to understand that girl’s
education is correlated
with lower rates of pov-
ertyand improved health
outcomes. While stimu-
lating dialogue, the
stakeholders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to girls”

education by providing
gender inclusive facili-
ties and quality of edu-
cation.
The event was a
culmination of three ses-
sions where the first was
hosted to discuss the
barriers faced by girls in
pursuing their educa-
tion. The panelists of
the first session cla:
fied the barriers into 3
categories: Cultural,
Economic and Service
Delivery. The panelists
recommended Acceler-
ated Learning Programs
(ALPs) as a viable op-
tion while integrated
with  skill-based
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.
Initiatives to
combat the
barriers to

education

The second session
was focused on sustain-
able initiatives to combat
the barriers with the help
of Non-Formal Educa-
tion in bridging the gap
between primary and
secondary schooling.

Chairperson of the
session, Mr. Abdul
Khaliq - Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Planning,
and Implementation
Unit welcomed the par-
ticipants and empha-
sized the importance of
solutions to these barri-
ers.

Mr. Ashraf Gichki —
Director Literacy and
Non-Formal Education
shared contribution of
NFE department toward
provision of second
chance of education to
out-of-school children.

Personal
struggles in
overcoming

the barriers to

education

The third and final
session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their  personalized
struggles in overcoming
the barriers to educa-
tion.

Anam — client of
TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center,

she can read books
and newspapers. Simra
from the same district
shared that her parents
don’t allow travelling
long distances to attend
school but after opening
of ALP center at door-
steps, she was able to
join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
mother is the only bread-
winner of home and
works at households of
others to earn income.
Haleema shared that she
is the only child of her
family who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.
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Gamers recoil as Nvidia touts new graphlcs boost

NEWS DESK:A new
graphics-boosting Al
technology touted by
chip giant Nvidia on
Monday as a “GPT mo-
ment” for gaming has
been blasted by players
denouncing the
“slopification”  of
favourite titles.

Nvidia has surged in
recent years from a cre-
ator of graphics chips
for gaming to the world’s
most valuable company,
as its technology has
proved crucial for pow-
ering generative artificial
intelligence.

That technology is
set to be recycled into
games in the upcoming
generation of Nvidia’s
Deep Learning Super
Sampling (DLSS) tech-
nology,

which uses Al to
improve graphics in real
time, the company said
at its annual developer
conference in
California’s San Jose.

Originally used to
upscale images to higher
resolutions,

current versions
pump up the quality and
realism of visual ele-
ments like reflectior
shadows and highlight

“DLSS 5 empowers
game developers to de-
liver a new level of
photoreal computer
graphics previously
only achieved in Holly-
wood visual effects,”

Nvldla said in a state- moment for graphics
blending hand-crafted
rendering with genera-
tive Al to deliver a dra-
‘matic leap in visual real-
ism,” chief executive
Jensen Huang said.
The resource-inten-
sive tech will only work

with Nvidia’s most pow-
erful and expensive
graphics cards.
minute-long
video published by
Nvidia showed before
and after shots of sev-
eral popular games that
could benefit from the

Il called the update
set 1o arrive in autumn
its “most significant
breakthrough in com-
puter graphics” since
DLSS’ creationin 2018.
“DLSS 5 is the GPT

video, which accumu-
lated almost 11,000
mostly negative com-
ments in 14 hours.

“Great, they turned
DLSS into a TikTok fil-
ter,” another wrote.

Posters on X and
Bluesky were deeply di-
vided,

with many war ning
that adding more Al into
graphics would keep
players from experienc-
ing the visual art of
games as developers in-
tended.

“Artists are rightly
going to be pissed about
this,” gaming podcaster
Will Smith wrote on
Bluesky.

“Yassifying (Resi-
dent Evil protagonist)
Grace changes the tone
and themes of this
game,” he added, refer-
ring to modifying
women’s images to make
them stereotypically
feminine or sexualised.

In a response on
YouTube, Nvidia said
that “game developers
have full, detailed artis-
tic control over DLSS5’s
effects to ensure they
maintain their game’s
unique aesthetic™.

“This is a very carly
look” at a technology
that will be “under our
artists” control” and “to-
tally optional” for play-

rs, “Starfield” devel-
oper Bethesda posted
onX.

produce a  near-
photorealistic look, but
also  with details
hanged, such as fuller
lips and larger eyes on
female faces.

Many  online
commenters quickly re-
coiled, lumping the sup-

technology, including
Resident Evil Requiem,
Starfield and Harry Pot-
ter tie-in Hogwarts
Legacy.

The images showed
characters modified with
more dramatic lighting viewer poste
and intense colour to Nvidia’s  YouTube

posed graphics upgrade
in with low-effort “Al
slop” images that infest
social networks.

“Now your game
can look like an Al-gen-

erated image, wow!” one
on

Nigeria suicide attacks kill 23,
wound more than 100

NEWS DESK:Multiple
explosions staged by
suspected suicide bomb-
ers rocked the north-
eastern Nigerian city of
Maiduguri, killing at
least 23 people and
wounding more than 100
others, police said on
Tuesday.

The three blasts,
which struck on Mon-
day evening, came after
an attack on a military
post overnight Sunday
to Monday, which au-
thorities blamed on sus-
pected militants.

Combined with the
attack on the military po-
sition the evening prior
and a mosque bombing
in December, the as-
saults have wrecked a

The attackers
struck the city’s main
market, the gate of the
University of Maiduguri
Teaching Hospital and
an area around the city’s
Post Office flyover.

Mala Mohammed,
31, who escaped the
market blast, said he ini-
tially heard two explo-
sions and saw panicked
people running.

“At that moment,
we were not sure what
had happened. But after
about two or three min-
utes, other people who
were running along the
road started shouting
that it was a bomb at the
market entrance.

“Many of them ran
toward the Post Office
area because the market
entrance and the Post
Office are not far apart.
Unfortunately, as they
were running towards
Post Office, the person
who had the explosive
device ran into the
crowd while people were
still trying to escape,”
said Mohammed.

‘Barbaric” attacks

Police said in the
carly Tuesday moming
statement that “nor-
malcy has been fully re-
stored in the affected
areas” and that security
forces have increased
their “presence and sur-
veillance across
Maiduguri and its envi-
rons to prevent any fur-
ther occurrences”

US does 'not need' help from allies
on Iran, Trump says

NEWS DESK:US Presi- Larijani's death would be
dent Donald Trump, a huge blow to Iran's rul-
whose call for assistance ing system more than
from allies to reopen the two weeks into the war
Strait of Hormuz to oil engulfing the Middle
traffic has largely been East, which has up-
rebuffed, said on Tues- ended global markets
day that US forces "no and had consequences
longer need” military far beyond the region
helpin the Iran war. confines.It comes less
"Because of the fact than three weeks after
that we have had such US-Israeli strikes on
Military Success, we no February 28 killed Aya-
longer ‘need,' or desire. tollah Ali Khamenei,
the NATO Countries' Iran's supreme leader
sistance, WE NEVER since 1989, triggering a
DID! Likewise, Japan, regional war with global
Australia, or South Ko-
rea," Trump posted on
his Truth Social net-
work, adding: " DO
NOT NEED THE HELP
OF ANYONE!"
Earlierin the day; Is-
racl said it had killed
Iran's powerful national
security chief, Ali
Larijani, with Prime Min-
ister Benjamin
Netanyahu calling him
the leader of "the gang
of gangsters” that runs
the Islamic republic.
Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz said
Larijani was "eliminated
last mghl" although this
has not been confirmed
by Iran. "This morning

peaceful stretch in the
city, which had become
a relative oasis of calm
as Nigeria's long-run-
ning insurgency was
pushed to the rural hin-
terlands.

Fighters from Boko
Haram and rival group
Islamic State West Africa
Province (ISWAP) have
recently stepped up at-
tacks in northeastern
Nigeria.

Their 16-year cam-
paign to establish their
rule in the country has
killed more than 40,000
people and displaced
around two million.

“Preliminary inves-
tigation reveals that the
incidents were carried
out by suspected sui-

cide bombers,” police
spokesman Nahum
Kenneth Daso said ina
statement.
“Regrettably, a total
of twenty-three (23) per-
sons lost their lives,
while one hundred and
eight (108) others sus-
tained varying degrees
of injuries,” he added.
A militia member
told AFP the death toll
from the explosions in
|he clly could be as high

An AFP reporter at
a city hospital on Mon-
day evening saw dozens
of wounded people seek-
ingtreatment, as well as
multiple bodies covered
by sheets on the side-
walk outside.

we eliminated Ali
Larijani, the boss of the
Revolutionary Guards,
which is the gang of
gangsters that actually
runs Iran," Netanyahu
said in a televised
statement.He said the
overthrow of Iran's au-
thorities by the people
“will not happen all at
once, it will not happen
easily. But if we persist
in this - we will give
them a chance to take
their fate into their own
hands."If confirmed,

repercussions.
It also comes weeks
afier a massive popular
movement against the
Islamic republic was
crushed by authorities,
with rights groups re-
porting thousands killed
in the crackdown.
Larijani, 68, has
been described as a key
pillar in the ruling sys-
tem, close to the late aya-
tollah and central to the
government's nuclear
policy and strategic di-
plomacy over decades.

Missile debris kills 3rd Pakistani in
UAE amid Iran war

Dubai Media Office has
issued a safety guide.
OnMarch 8, a Paki-
stani driver was killed
when “debris from an
aerial interception” fell
ontoa vehicle in Dubai’s
Al Barsha area late.
Another Pakistani

NEWS DESK:Another
Pakistani national was
killed due to*“falling de-
bris” following the inter-
ception ofa ballistic mis-
sile in the United Arab
Emirates, the country’s
media office said on
Tuesday.

following the inter-
ception ofa ballistic

sile by air defence sys-
tems”.

“The incident re-
sulted in the death of a
Pakistani national,” it
said.

The Pakistan Em-

grief, we share in the
family’s pain and offer
our deepest condo-
lences and prayers,” the
statement added.
Meanwhile, the
UAE’s Ministry of De-
fence said its air de-
fences were “respond-

The development bassy in the UAE, ina ingtoincoming missiles national — identified as
marks the third instance statement on X, ex- and drone attacks origi- Mureed Zaman — was
of a Pakistani national pressed sorrow at the nating from Iran”. reported dead due to fall-

death and said it was in
“close coordination”
with local authorities.
The embassy said
that it will extend “all
possible support to the
bereaved family,” and
added that the embassy
will “facilitate the repa-
triation process at the
carliest possible time™.
“In this hour of

The ministry con-
firmed that the “sounds
heard in scattered areas
across the country are
results of air defence
systems intercepting
ballistic missiles, as well
as fighter jets intercept-
ing drones and loitering
munitions”.

In light of the pre-
vailing situation, the

ing debris in Abu Dhabi
on February 28, the same
day the war began, with
the US and Israel launch-
ing attacks on Iran.
Zaman had been
workingin Abu Dhabi for
nearly eight years, earn-
ing a livelihood through
labour work and driving.
He had been supporting
his family back home.

losing their life in an at-
tack in the UAE during
the ongoing war be-
tween Iran, the US, and
Israel.

The Abu Dhabi
Media Office, in a state-
‘ment on X, said that the
authorities “responded
to an incident involving
falling debris in the
Baniyas arca,

Gulf states press US to 'neutralise Iran
for good' as Hormuz crisis deepens

NEWS DESK:GulfArab
states did not ask the US
to go to war with Iran,
but some are now urg-
ing it not to stop short
by leaving the Islamic
“?Republic still able to
threaten the Gulf’s oil
lifeline and the econo-
mies that depend on it,
three Gulf sources told
Reuters.

At the same time,
these sources and five
Western and Arab dip-
lomats said Washington
?was pressing Gulf
states to join the US-Is-
raeli war.

According to three
of them, President
Donald Trump wants to
show regional backing
for the campaign, to bol-
ster its international le-
gitimacy as well as sup-
port at home.

"There is a wide
feeling across the Gulf
that Iran has crossed
everyred line with every
Gulf country,” said
Abdulaziz Sager, c
man of the Saudi-based
Gulf Research Center
and familiar with govern-
‘ment thinking.

“At first we de-
fended them and op-
posed the war,” he said.
“But once they began

directing strikes at us,
they became an enemy.”

Iran  retaliates
against US bases

Tehran has already
demonstrated its reach,
attacking US bases as
well as airports, ports, oil
facilities, and commer-
cial hubs in the six Gulf
states with iles and
drones while disrupting
shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz - the
artery carrying ?about a
fifth of global oil and
underpinning  Gulf
economies.

The attacks have
reinforced Gulf fears that

leaving Iran with any
means to defend itself
via arms or manufactur-
ing capacity could
embolden it to hold the
region’s energy lifeline
hostage whenever ten-
sions rise.

As the war entered
its third week, with US
and Israeli airstrikes in-
tensifying against ci
ian infrastructure and
Iran firing at US bases
and economic targets
across the Gulf, a Gulf
source said the prevail-
ing mood among leaders
was ?unmistakable: that
Trump should compre-

hensively degrade Iran's
military capacity.

The alternative, the
source said, was living
under "constant threat".
Unless Iran was se-
verely weakened, he
said, it would continue
to hold the region "to
ransom".

Iran has often
viewed its Arab Gulf
neighbours - ?close al-
lies of the US that host
American military bases
- with deep suspicion,
even if relations with
Qatar and Oman have
generally been less
fraught.
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ISLAMABAD (INP)
Allama Igbal Open Uni
versity (AIOU) has orga-
nized an lmporlanl m(el-
lectual  se

un-Nabi (PBUH),

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Chairman, De-
partment of Seerat Stud-
1es, Dr Shah Moeen-ud-
Din Hashmi stated that
islam in

highlighting the impor-
tance and nece:

studying the life of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH).

of knowledge of Al

its true spirit, gaining

Fh s at-
tributes and access to
the true message of the

Holy Quran is not pos-
sible without studying
lh% Seerat of the Prophet

plete and correct under-
standing of Islam cannot
be achieved.

In his lecture titled
“The Need and Impor-
tance of Studying
Seerat-un-Nabi
(PBUH)”, he stressed
that Seerat not only
forms the foundation of

He emphasized that
the blessed life of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) is
in fact a practical inter-
pretation of the Qur’an,

AIOU organizes intellectual session on Seerat-un-Nabi (PBUH), highlights importance of studying Prophet's life

Ali, in his vote of thanks
said that the holy month
of Ramazan is a blessed
and sacred period with a
special connection to
Allah Almighty. He re-
marked that although a
sense of sadness is felt
at the end of this sacred

achieve success in both
this world and the Here-
after.

He urged students
to study Seerat deeply
and make ita part of their
pmucal lives.

At the conclusion

Islamic knowledge but
also presents a compre-
hensive code of life for
humanity.

He noted that in the
present era, when the
Muslim Ummah is facing
various intellectual, so-
cial, and moral chal- a balanced and exem- ofthe ceremony, Librar-
lenges, the teachings of plary society and ian Syed Ghulam Kazim

Seerat-un-Nabi (PBUH)
ave gained even
greater significance.

r Hashmi further
stated that if individuals
and societies align their
lives with the principles
of Seerat, they can build

without which a com-

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairing a meeting

regarding restructuring of PARC.

PMD predicts rainfall,

thunderstorms in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): The
Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) has
predicted rainfall and
thunderstorms in
Karachi, in the days lead-
ing up to Eidul Fiir 2026,

According to the
PMD forecast, a new
western weather system
is expected to enter
Karachi by this evening
or night.

The Met Office has
also forecast strong
winds in the city from
tonight, with rain accom-
panied by thunder and
gusty winds expected
over the next two days.
There s also a possibil-
ity of hailstorms in some
areas. Officials said the
western system is likely
to bring intermittent rain-
fall to Karachi over a
two-day period, which
may lead to a drop in
temperatures.

Meanwhile, the Na-
tional Disaster Manage-
ment

Authority has is-
sued weather advisory
from Tuesday (today) to
Wednesday next, fore-
casting light to moderate
rainfall accompanied by
thunderstorms and wind-
storms across the coun-

According to the
advisory, widespread
rainfall, thunderstorms,
and windstorms are ex-
pected in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
during the forecast pe-
riod.

Isolated rainfall and
thunderstorms are ex-
pected in  Gilgit
Baltistan, Azad Kashmir
and Balochistan.

While, mainly dry
weather conditions are
expected in Sindh.

However, isolated
rainfall and thunder-
storms are expected in
Sukkur,  Larkana,
Karachi, Hyderabad and
surrounding areas dur-
ing the forecast period.

Punjab issues security
plan during Eidul Fitr
celebrations

LAHORE (INP): The
Punjab Home Depart-
ment has issued detailed
security directives to en-
sure safety during Eidul
Fitr celebrations across
the province.

The circular man-
dated a three-tier secu-
rity system at all places
of worship. Authorities
have instructed strict
monitoring of prayer
sites, deployment of ad-
ditional security person-
nel, and the use of a
single main entrance at
cach location.

ccial security
posts staffed with offic-
ers in protective gear will
be established at key
points, while lady police
personnel will assist fe-
‘male worshippers.

Walk-through
gates, CCTV cameras,
and metal detectors will
be used to conduct thor-

ough security checks,
and parking areas will be
allocated at a safe dis-
tance from prayer si
The directives also
emphasize combing op-
erations nround
mosques
imambaras, Wllhspccldl
attention to hotels, res-
taurants, Eid bazaars,
and public areas.
Authorities will li-
aise with religious lead-
ers to maintain interfaith
harmony and take imme-
diate action against ob-
jectionable speeches or
misuse of loudspeakers.
Monitoring of beg-
gars, strict supervision
of banned or fourth-
schedule individuals ,
and effective traffic
management near wor-
ship sites have also been
ordered. Public display
of firearms will
banned province-wide.

China’s rainwater harvesting offers example
for Pakistan ahead of the monsoon

ISLAMABAD (INP):
As climate change and
rapid urbanisation put
growing pressure on
water resources, rain-
water harvesung is
drawing renewed at-
tention in Pakistan.
China’s experience
in collecting, storing
and reusing rainwater
in cities, dry rural re-
gions and difficult ter-
rain offers practical
ideas that could be
adapted locally, says a

report carried by
Gwadar Pro on Tues-
day.

In urban areas,
China has promoted the
“sponge city” approach
through national
policy, encouraging the
use of permeable pave-
ments, green roofs,
wetlands and rainwater
storage facilities to ab-
sorb and manage
stormwater.

Beijing and Shang-
hai have both expanded
such systems as part
of broader efforts to
reduce waterlogging,
improve rainwater use

and strengthen urban
resilience.

In drier rural parts
of northwestern China,
especially Gansu, rain-
water harvemng has
long been used to sup-
port drinking water
supply, supplemental
irrigation and ecologi-
cal restoration.

Local programmes
and technical studies
describe the use of
storage tanks, field-
side collection sys-
tems, terraces and mi-
cro-catchments  to
make better use of lim-
ited and seasonal rain-
fall.

China also offers
examples of terrain-
specific systems. In
Lhasa, sponge-park
projects use permeable
surfaces,
sunken green ar-
cas and storage capac-
ity to manage concen-
trated rainfall ina high-
altitude environment.

In mountainous
Guangxi, villages have
used diversion chan-
nels and water tanks to

UETTA: A view of traffic jam due to rush on bazaar.

collect rainwater for
domestic supply.
Pakistani water
experts say similar
ideas could be useful
locally. Muhammad
Ashraf, former chair-
man of the Pakistan
Council of Research in
‘Water Resources and
now the International
Water Management
Institute’s country rep-
resentative in Pakistan,
has argued that the
country needs more
water storage at every
level and that options
such as artificial lakes
and groundwater re-
charge wells can help
address both flooding
and water scarcity.
Grassroots efforts
in Pakistan already
point in that direction.
Media reports have
highlighted the work of
teacher-activist Usman
Abbasi, widely known
as Teacher Usman,
who has helped build
rainwater ponds and
recharge wells through

off and replenishing
groundwater.

Atthe policy level,
Pakistan has also
moved to expand rain-
water harvesting. In
July 2025, the federal
cabinet appmved the
Green Building Code
and the Rainwater Har-
vesting Code.

The rainwater code
applies to residential,
commercial and indus-
trial buildings and re-
quires systems to col-
lect, filter and reuse
rainwater.

In Punjab, authori-
ties have also an-
nounced a plan to build
358 underground wa-
ter tanks, including 34
in urban areas and 324
roadside tanks, along-
side recharge wells.

Experts say that
combining large-scale
planning with low-cost
local initiatives could
help Pakistan reduce
flooding, recharge
aquifers and make bet-
ter use of

KP set to mark Pakistan Day with
historic afforestation drive

PESHAWAR (INP):Th Chief Minister’s ded, is vital for im- toring unit. Offline data
Government of Khyber  special vision to promote provmgaquuallty, main- upload options have
Pakhtunkhwa (KP)isset environmental taining ecological bal- also been introduced for
to mark Pakistan Day sustainability. ance, and ensuring sus-  remote areas with limited
with a historic afforesta- He said the initia- tainable development.  internet access.
tion drive, aiming to tive would be a first-of- For the campaign, he campaign will
plantarecordone million its-kind record in saplings are being sup- witness active participa-
saplings across the Pakistan’s history, sym- plied to all districts from tion from government
province inasingle day. bolizing both environ- official forest nurseries. ~departments, educa-
plantation mental stewardship and ~ The plantation drive will ~ tional institutions, dis-
campaign will be for- national unity. continue uninterrupted trict administrations,
‘mallylaunched at 9 a.m. The government until the last sapling is motorway police, Paki-

on March 23, simulta- has decided to trans- planted. stan Railways, local
neously across all dis- form this year sPdklslan Toensure transpar- communities, and the
tricts under the vision of Day info a “green encyand effective moni- armed forces, making it

a broad-based national
effort.

Officials empha-
sized that if every citizen
takes responsibility for
nurturing even a single
tree, the initiative could
lay the foundation for a
greener, healthier, and
more sustainable Paki-
stan.

a “Green
Pakhtunkhwa.”
Spokesperson for
the Department of Cli-
mate Change, Forests,
Environment and Wild-
life, Latifur Rehman, told
APP that the initiative is
being carried out on the
directives of Secretary most affected countries.
Junaid Khan, in line with Tree plantation, he

SC acquits all accused in

murder, terrorism case

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Supreme Court has
acquitted all accused
nominated in a murder
and terrorism case.

Justice Ishtiaq
Ibrahim issued a written
verdict on the appeals
filed in the case.

The apex court set
aside the death sen-
tence awarded by the
trial court and upheld
carlier by the high court.

In its written judg-
‘ment, the Supreme Court
stated that the accused
were given the benefit of
doubt and ordered their
immediate release.

The court noted
that the accused were
not nominated in the
FIR, which made the
identification process
doubtful.

The written deci-
sion further stated that
the presence of wit-
nesses at the scene and
the fact that none of
them suffered even mi-
nor injuries in such a
major attack appeared
unnatural.

It also observed
that the joint identifica-
tion parade of the ac-
cused was legally unac-
ceptable and unsafe,
adding that the police
had already revealed the

Khyber pledge” to ensure a sus-
tainable future for com-
ing generations.
Highlighting the ur-
gency of the initiative,
he noted that climate
change has emerged as
amajor global challenge,
with Pakistan among the

toring, a dedicated soft-
ware application and a
central control dash-
board have been estab-
lished.

Through this sys-
tem, real-time data, in-
cluding photos and live
videos of plantation ac-
tivities, will be transmi
ted to the central moni-

Meeting reviews, finalize
security arrangements for
Eid-ul-Fitr in DI Khan

DERA ISMAIL KHAN  for Eid-ul-Fitr. The Re-
(INP): The Divisional In-  gional Police Officer in-
telligence Coordination ~formed the participants
Commmee (DICC) met that all arrangements
here at the were in the final stages,
Commissioner’s Office  with close coordination
to review and finalize among relevant depart-
security arrangements ments to ensure effec-
for Eid-ul-Fitr. tive implementation.
The meeting was The special focus
chaired by Commis-  was being given to main-
sioner Dawood Khan taining law and order
and attended by Re- during the last ten days
gional Police Officer imazan, particularly
Syed Ashfaq Anwar, for Khatm-ul-Quran
Deputy Commissioner ~gatherings in Masajid
Abdul Nasir Khan, As- and the Youm-e-Quds
sistant to Commissioner ~procession on_the last
(Political and Develop- Friday. The officials re-
ment) Sajjad Baloch, viewed security mea-
along with senior offi- sures in line with provin-
cials of police and other ~ cial government direc-
law enforcement agen- tives, assuring that strict
cie! n this occasion, arrangements would be
special prayers were of- in place to enable citi-
fered for the martyrs of zens to participate in re-
police and other law en-  ligious activities without
forcement agencies who  fear. The forum was fur-
sacrificed their lives in ther informed that de-
the line of duty, as well tailed security plans had
as for the speedy recov- also been prepared for
ery of injured personnel. Chand Raat and Eid-ul-
The participants paid Fitr. Additional person-
tribute to their sacrifices nel from police and other
and reaffirmed their law enforcement agen-
commitment to maintain- cies would be deployed
ing peace. During the at sensitive locations,
meeting, the forum was including Masajid,
briefed on the compre- [mambargahs, and key
hensive security plan highways.

identities of the accused
before the identification
parade took place.

The judgment also
mentioned that accord-
ing to police, the ac-
cused had confessed to
the Pindi Gheb incident
during the investigation
of another case.

However, the ac-
cused had already been
acquitted in that case,
which rendered the al-
leged confession legally
invalid after their acquit-
tal. The court concluded
that the prosecution
failed to present solid
and independent evi-
dence against the ac-
cused.

It is worth mention-
ing that the incident
took place on May 1,
2011, in Pindi Gheb
where gunmen opened
fire on police personnel.

In the attack, six
policemen, including
Sub-Inspector

uhammad
Ramzan, were killed.

The accused were
also charged with setting
oil tankers on fire and
snatching government
weapons, after which the
trial court had sen-
tenced them to death six
times each along with
life imprisonment.

—~

HYDERABAD: Artist and Comedian Wali Sheikh pi

rainfall in the years
ahead.

community initiatives
aimed at reducing run-

Pakistan targets military installations in
Kabul, Nangarhar under
Operation Ghazab Lil-Haq: Tarar

ISLAMABAD, ammunition storage pletely destroyed. terrorism waged by
March 17 (INP): Fed- facilities at two loca- According to the Master Terror Proxy
eral Minister for Infor- tions in Kabul were minister, the strikes will continue until the
mation Ataullah Tarar effectively destroyed. were desired objectives are
has said that military The visible sec- "precise" and lim- fully achieved.
installations in Kabul ondary detonations af- ited to infrastructure "False claims
and Nangarhar were ter the strikes clearly used by the Afghan made by the propa-
targeted during recent indicate the presence Talibanregimetosup- gandists Taliban re-
airstrikes under Op- of large ammunition portits "multiple terror - gime cannot befool the
eration Ghazab Lil- depots," Tarar wrote proxies", including Afghans and the
Hagq. on X. Fitna Al Khawarij and world from their hei-
The minister said "In Nangarhar, Fitna Al Hindustan - nous actions support-
that the Pakistan four installations used terms Pakistani au- ingand sponsuringtcr—
Army carried out suc- by the Afghan Taliban thorities use for rorism in the region,"
cessful airstrikes on administration were Tehreek-e-Taliban he said.
the night of March 16, targeted,”  Tarar Pakistan (TTP) and The  Afghan
specifically targeting added. the Balochistan Lib- Taliban authorities in
locations in Kabul and The minister said eration Army (BLA), Kabul said the strikes
Nangarhar that were these sites included respectively. hit a drug tr
involved insupporting logistics hubs, weap- Tarar added that centre, killing ci:
terrorist activities. orage, and tech- Operation Ghazab Lil -a lelm Pak tani se-
"Technical sup- nical infrastructure, all feguard Pa-
i and of which were com- Kistani citizens againsl

port S ndlculous
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Governor Mandokhail Calls for Modernization of

BPSC Stresses Need for Exam Hall

NEWS DESK:

Balochistan Governor
Sheikh Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has ex-
pressed serious con-
cern over the absence
of a large examination
hall at the Balochistan
Public Service Com-
mission (BPSC), call-
ing it a major gap in the
province’s top com-
petitive examination

During a meeting
with BPSC Chairman
Justice (R) Mehta
Kalash Nath Kohli at
the Governor House in
Quetta, the governor
emphasized that the
commission plays a
crucial role in recruit-
ing competent and ca-
pable officers for vari-
ous government de-
partments  across
Balochistan.

He described the
BPSC as a beacon of
hope for talented
youth, stating that
thousands of candi-
dates rely on the insti-
tution for fair career
opportunities.  He
stressed that every
member of the com-
on must ensure
strict merit, transpar-
ency, and impartiality
in recruitment so that
deserving candidates

receive their rightful
positions.

The meeting re-
viewed key issues in-
cluding the perfor-
mance of BPSC, lack
of a large examination
hall, financial chal-
lenges,

recruitment proce-
dures, and future re-
forms. The governor
underlined the urgent

need for financial
strengthening of the
commission to enable
expansion of its infra-
structure and opera-
tions.

Mandokhail said
that the construction of
a modern and spacious
examination hall is es-
sential to facilitate can-
didates and improve
the efficiency of the

examination process.
He noted that better in-
frastructure would help
BPSC conduct exams
more effectively and
professionally.
Highlighting un-
employment  chal-
lenges in Balochistan,
the governor stated that
transparent and merit-
based  recruitment
through BPSC can sig-

nificantly reduce youth
frustration and jobless-
ness in the province.
He also urged the
BPSC chairman to fur-
ther improve transpar-
ency, efficiency, and
institutional perfor-
mance, adding that re-
forms in the commis-
sion would enhance
public trust in govern-
ment institutions.

Quetta Commissioner Reviews Cleanliness and Security

QUETTA: Commis-
sioner Quetta Division
Shahzaib Khan Kakar
chaired a high-level
meeting toreview clean-
liness and security ar-
rangements in the city
ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini, Ad-
ministrator Metropolitan
Corporation Quetta
Zahid Khan, Operational
Manager Saaf Quetta
Project Muhammad
Kamran, DDS Metro-
politan Corporation
Muhammad ~ Anwar
Khan, Assistant Com-
missioner (Political)
Muhammad
Kaleemullah, and other
officials.

During the session,
the commissioner re-
ceived a detailed briefing
from representatives of

the Saaf Quetta Project
regarding ongoing sani-
tation operations in the
city. He inquired about
the current cleanliness
situation, door-to-door
waste collection, avail-
ability of machinery, and
field workforce perfor-
mance.
Commissioner
Shahzaib Khan Kakar
expressed concern that
the expected results
from the Saaf Quetta
Project have not yet
been achieved, direcing
the management to im-

prove planning and ad-
ministrative perfor-
mance to deliver better
outcomes and ensure
long-term unprmemems
in the city’s sanitation
system.

Officials informed
the meeting that the
project currently has 36
to 38 garbage collection
vehicles, with 20 addi-
tional vehicles expected
to be added soon.
They also noted
that sanitation coverage
is being expanded in

Zone One areas, includ-

Arrangements Ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr

ing Multani Mohalla
and Kasi Qila, although
recovery-related chal-
lenges persist in some
localities.

The commissioner
instructed that a proper
survey should be con-
ducted, and households
should be provided with
waste collection bags
along with a reasonable
monthly fee structure to
strengthen the door-to-
door collection system.

e observed that
citizens are generally
willing to pay Rs. 250 to

Rs. 500 per month, em-

phasizing the need to
improve  recovery
mechanisms.

Special arrange-
ments for Eid-ul-Fitr
were also discussed in
detail.

Saaf Quetta repre-
sentatives stated that
additional sanitation
staffwill be deployed at
all major Eidgahs and
Imambargahs, with
around 15 to 20 workers
assigned to each loca-
tion for cleaning, sweep-
ing, and lime application.

Provincial Minister, IG Police Hold Key Meeting on Law
and Order in Barkhan and Across Balochistan

QUETTA: Provincial
Minister for Public
Health Engineering
(PHE) Sardar Abdul
Rehman Khetran held
his first formal meeting
with the Inspector Gen-
eral (IG) Police, where
both leaders discussed
the overall law and order
situation in Balochistan,
with a special focus on
Barkhan district.

During the meeting,
both sides reviewed key
challenges related to
maintaining peace in
Barkhan, including the
rising incidents of crime,
public safety concerns,
and measures to
strengthen the security
system.

The importance of
improved coordination
between law enforce-
ment agencies and dis-
trict administration was
emphasized to ensure
sustainable peace in the

region.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Provincial Min-
ister Sardar Abdul
Rehman Khetran stated
that maintaining peace
in Barkhan is a top pri-

ority for the govern-
ment, and no negligence
will be tolerated in this
regard. He directed au-
thorities to take ing

criminate action agai

criminal elements and

ensure the protection of
life and property of cilti-
zens atall costs.

He further assured
that the government will
provide full support and
necessary resources to

the police to enhance
their capacity in main-
taining law and order.

The IG Police
briefed the minister on
the current security situ-
ation in Barkhan and
other areas, ongoing se-
curity measures, police
performance, and chal-
lenges faced by the
force.

He assured that all
available resources are
being utilized to maintain
peace, and operations
against criminal ele-

. ments are being intensi-
ed.

Both sides agreed to
adopt a joint strategy for
maintaining law and or-
der, strengthen coordi-
nation among institu-
tions, and continue ef-
fective measures to pro-
vide a safe and secure
environment for citizens
across Barkhan and the
province.

Quetta Deputy Commissioner Reviews Security and Ar-

QUETTA: Deputy Com-
missioner  Quetta
Mehrullah  Badini
chaired an important
meeting of the District
Polio Eradication Com-
mittee (DPEC) to review
security and administra-
tive arrangements for the
upcoming anti-polio
campaign starting from
ril 13,

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer Dr. Aamil
Khan Mandokhail,
Deputy DHO Dr. Babar
Shahid, WHO Divisional
Coordinator Dr. Safdar
Zarghoon, and officials
from other relevant de-
partments.

During the meeting,
officials provided a de-
tailed briefing on the
performance of teams in

previous polio cam-
paigns and achievement
of targets. It was in-
formed that during the
upcoming campaign, a
target has been set to
vaccinate over 420,000
children across the dis-
trict, with 1,400 security
personnel deployed to
ensure the safety of vac-

o
cination teams.

The briefing high-
lighted that special fo-
cus will be placed on im-
proving field team per-
formance, preventing
fake finger marking, and
identifying missed chil-
dren. A comprehensive
strategy will also be
implemented to reach

rangements for Upcoming Polio Campaign

out to resistant parents
and convince them
about the importance of
polio vaccination.
Addressing _the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Mehrullah
Badini directed authori-
ties to actively engage
parents and religious
scholars to ensure the

success of the cam-
paign, emphasizing that
no child should be left
unvaccinated.

He stressed that all
teams must perform their
duties r

BMC Final Merit List for MBBS
& BDS Admissions Expected Soon

HEALTH DESK: process, the release of allocations in govern-
QUETTA: The final the final merit list has ment medical colleges of
merit list for MBBS and been slightly delayed Balochistan. Officials
BDS admissions at because a few Deputy stated that once the re-
Bolan Medical College Commissioners have not - maining district data is
(BMC), Quetta is ex- yet submitted the com- received and reviewed,
pected to be uploaded plete student data after the BMC final merit list
soon, bringing relief to conductinginterviews in  will be uploaded on the
many students waiting their respective districts. official website, confirm-
for confirmation of their The officer said ing the admission of se-
admission status. {halt llc'lle delc;]y is mainly lected candidates.
Afew weeks earlier, linked to the ongoing .

the college had already law and order situation Advnge for
uploaded the tentative in some areas of the  Candidates
merit list for the academic  province, which has Students who ap-
session 2025-26, which  slowed down the sub-  plied for admission are
included district-wise mission of verified advised to regularly

candidate details from records from certaindis- check the official
across Balochistan toal- tricts. website of Bolan Medi-
low applicants to review Final cal College for updates
their preliminary stand- " . regarding the final merit
ing in the selection pro-  Verification  list announcement.

cess. in Progress | Aflrthelistis pub-

lished, selected candi-
Delay Due to The interviews dates will be required to

Pending conducted in home dis-  complete document veri-
istri tricts and the verification ~ fication and admission
District Data - 0t i are formalities within the
According to an  part of the final review ~given deadline to secure
administrative officer in- process before confirm- - their seats in MBBS or
volved in the admission ing MBBS and BDS seat  BDS programs.

PMDC MDCAT 2026: Changes,
Issues And Way Forward

HEALTH DESK: — Lack of transpar- Development of a
The MDCAT 2026 Paki- ency in result checking  standard question bank
stan exam is emerging as onfusion in the Biometric verifica-
a major shift in the MDCATmerit formula  tion for candidates

country’s medical admis- — Intense competi-
sion system. With new tion due to limited medi-
policies introduced by cal seats
DC, studentscanex-  These challenges
pect impmvemems in directly impact MDCAT
transparency and struc- preparation strategies inces X
ture—but several long- 2026. These steps aim to
standing concerns still PMDCMDCATRe-  rebuild trust in the

Improved security
and anti-cheating mea-
sures

Unified MDCAT
syllabus across prov-

remain.Health forms 2026: What Has MDCAT examination
For aspirants, stay- Improved? . system.

ing updated with the lat- To address criti- Proposed MDCAT

st PMDC MDCAT2026 ~ cism, PMDC has imple-  Policy Changes 2026

updates s just as crucial -mented several MDCAT Several PMDC

asacademic preparation.  reforms in Pakistan, fo- policy changes for

MDCAT 2026 Ex- cusing on faimess and MDCAT 2026 are still
. - — — — ¥

-
pected Changes reliability: under discussion and
One of the most sig- Centralized national  could shape future ex-
nificant updates in the testing system ams:
MDCAT eligibility crite-
ria 2026 is the increase | &) ()
in minimumacademicre- | &4 DT
quirements. Students | TSE-ZEM01SE Onty sioctrans bi wil be susmiting, o
must now secure at least | P¥skeal bid & squied. Netn: in A% Procuresents of OB
65% marks in FSc Pre. | Westher Thiough Electrnic. or Hanual B Submissian, It ix
Medical d to | Mnatory For At Bidders 1o Got Registeeed At Elecirric
edical, compared 10 | pugic Precorsmant Systam of BPPAA GOA, The Exncatve
the previous 60%.

. i Satskah s b ho
Another  major J.m‘n v i T
change is the domicile-
based MDCAT policy.
Candidates are required
to take the exam in their
pective provinces,
aiming to:
— Improve exam
management
~Reduce logistical
issues
— Ensure fairness
across regions
Despite these up-
dates, the MDCAT exam
pattern 2026 remains un-
changed:
180 MCQs
—Nonegative mark-

o
rm- o skl

a undai e Eanchsan Futle
iy o Bisdary: Frasono
kit

in

Subjects: Biology,
Chemistry, Physics, En-
glish, Logical Reason-

¢ MDCAT Pakistan
Issues: Challenges Still
Facing Students
While reforms have
een several
MDCAT system prob-
lems in Pakistan con-
tinue to affect students.
A key issue is the
lack of clear syllabus
lines, leaving stu-
dents confused about

their respective areas
and ensure maximum

coverage by reaching
every child.

depth and p
tions. Other major con-
cerns include:

Paper leaks and
Wi eak exam security

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
FRIGATION DIVISION
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Oil climbs over 2% as Iran war halts supply

NEWS DESK:Oil
prices rose more than
2% on ?Tuesday, re-
versing some of the
previous session's
losses, on worries
about supply with the
Strait of ?Hormuz
mostly shut and
United States allies re-
buffing calls to send
warships to help tank-
ers move through the
vital waterway.

Brent  futures
jumped $2.74, or
2.7%,10$102.95 a bar-
rel by 0357 GMT,
while US West Texas
Intermediate crude
gained $2.45, or 2.6%,
t0895.95.

In the previous
session, Brent futures
7settled 2.8% lower
while US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI)
crude slid 5.3% after
some vessels sailed
through the Zcritical
waterway.

The  Strait of
Hormuz -
chokepoint for aboul
20% of the world's oil Iran, now in its third inflation. mine on a passing
and ?liquefied natural ?week, raising con- "The risks remain tanker to reignite the
gas trade — has been cerns about supply stark: Itonly takes one entire situation," IG
largely disrupted by shortages, higher en- Iranian militia ?to fire market analyst Tony
the US-Israeli war on ergy costs and rising a missile or plant a Sycamore said in a

note. to escort shipping

Several US allies through the Strait of

rebuffed  Donald Hormuz, ?drawing
Trump's call on Mon- criticism from the US
day to send warships president, who ac-

cused Western part-
ners of ingratitude af-
ter decades of support.
"For now, oil
“?markets are fixated
on the duration of the
conflict, halted sup-
plies at Hormuz, and
eventually the damage
this chaos will leave on
?20il Zinfrastructure in
the  Gulf,"  said
Priyanka Sachdeva,
senior market analyst
at Phillip Nova.
Meanwhile, trad-
ers said prices were
further supported af-
ter a fire broke out in
the Fujairah Oil Indus-
try Zone after a drone
attack during morning
trade in Asia, though
no injuries were re-

rted.

Middle East crude
benchmarks have
soared to all-time
highs, becoming the
most expensive oil in
the world, ?with trad-
ers blaming the price
?spike on reduced
supply ?available for
delivery.

Thc effective clo-
sure of the strait has
forced the United
Arab Emirates, the

Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting
Countries' third-larg-
estproducer, to shut in
production, reducing
its output ?by more
than half, two sources
told Reuters.

Iran has asked In-
dia to release three
?tankers seized ?in
February as part of
talks secking the safe
passage of Indian-
flagged or India-
bound vessels out of
the Gulf via the Strait
of Hormuz, three
sources with knowl-
edge of the matter told
Reuters.

To curb rising en-
ergy costs, the head of
the International ?En-
ergy Agency ?sug-
gested member coun-
tries could release
more 011 m addition to
the 4

mllll()ﬂ barrels
they have already
agreed to draw from
strategic reserves.

Israel said it has
detailed plans for at
least three more
weeks of war ?as its
military struck sites
across Iran overnight.

Rice exports plunge despite subsidies

NEWS DESK:Riceex- scheme introduced by He added that the has already moved
ports declined by 35.38 the Ministry of Com- sector has also failed to through the supply
per cent in February de- merce failed ioarrest the develop value-added chain.
spite government subsi- ~decline in exports. products from rice He added that im-
dies, prompting export- A leading rice ex- byproducts such as rice ~proving rice exports re-
ers to question the effec-  porter, speaking on con-  stalk, paddy husk, rice quires measures to raise
tiveness of the support dition of anonymity, told bran, broken rice, rice productivity, including
scheme. Dawn that the decline in  flour, rice straw, rice better seed quality, effi-
Exporters said the exports was mainly snacks, vermicelli, cient irrigation, and re-
subsidy programme had ~ driven by higher domes- noodles and rice glu’ duced costs of fertiliser,
pushed up domestic tic prices and large-scale cose. energy, and other farm
prices, making Pakistani  hoarding, which under- Another exporter inpufs. Without ad-

rice less competitive in mined Pakistan’s com- told Dawn that rebates ~dressing these factors,
international markets petitiveness in interna- offered under the duty he said, subsidies at the
and undermining the in-  tional markets drawback of local taxes —export stage would have
tended benefit of the  “Ourrice exporters and levies at the port onlya limited impact on
government’s cash sup- have remained largely cannot compensate for competitiveness in inter-
port. commodity traders over weak production at the ~national markets.

The government the past four decades, —farm level. The exporter also

has announced a 3 per focusing primarily on He said that sus- called for a policy shift
cent duty drawback on meetingexport refinance  tainable export growth in the ERF, suggesting
local taxés and levies for  facility performance depends on higher agri- that it should be with-
coarse rice and a 9pc (ERF) fargets rather than cultural output and drawn from commodity
duty drawback for developingintoefficient lower input costs for exports and redirected
basmati exports. Under  exporters llkelheu'coun— farmers, rather than fi- towards value-added
the scheme, the govern- terparts in the region,” nancial incentives an- rice products and
ment has allocated ap- he said. nounced after the crop byproducts.
proximately Rs15 billion r—y E

to provide rebates on
local taxes and levies for
rice exporters.

Official figures
compiled by the Paki-
stan Bureau of Statistics
show that basmati rice
exports declined by
19.21pc in value and re-
corded negative growth
0f27.98pc in quantity in
February.

The export of
coarse rice also regis-
tered a decline of
42.50pc in value and
32.94pc in quantity dur-
ing the month under
view. The figures in
cate that the subsidy

Pakis-tan Virtual Assets Regulatory
Authority (PVARA) opens applications

NEWS DESK:The interests, includingen- estate, real-world as- and is redeemable at
Pakis-tan Virtual As- titlements toreceiveor sets, securities, finan- par value by its is-
sets Regulatory Au- share income, returns, cial assets, or a com- suer”.
thority (PVARA) has or other economic bination ofofficial cur- The newly-pub-
published sandbox benefits, in respect of rencies, but shall not lished guidelines,
guidelines and opened one or more underly- be backed or derive its which appear to focus
applications for the ing assets, or is de- value from other vir- on the issuance of as-
first phase of issuance signed to maintain a tual assets.” set-referenced tokens,
of asset-referenced stable value by refer- A Fiat-referenced  include details regard-
tokens.An asset-ref- ence to such underly- Token, on the other ing eligibility, the appli-
erenced tokenisatype ing assets.” hand, is another form cation process, and
of stablecoin, defined Such tokens are of stablecoin that keyevaluation criteria,
in the recently passed required to be “fully PVARA s set to regu-  including exit strategy,
Virtual Assets Act, backed by the under- late. This is defined as as it asks applicants to
2026 as a virtual asset lying assets and may a “virtual asset that providean exit plan—
“that represents, di- reference tangible or purports to maintaina focused on “winding
rectly or indirectly, intangible assets, in- stable valuerelativeto down if unsuccessful
ownership rights, cludingbutnotlimited a single official cur- or transitioning to li-
claims, or economic to commodities, real rency of any country censing ifsuccessful”.

Govt approves crackdown on
hawala, money laundering networks

NEWS DESK:The gov-  bers resolved that strict
ernment on Tuesday ap- action would be taken
proved a nationwide against major business
crackdown against figures and institutions
money laundering and involved in illegally
hawala/hundi networks transferring  funds
operating across the abroad. Officials agreed
country, with authorities ~ that no leniency would
reiterating that the be extended to individu-
“business of hawala/ als or entities engaged
hundi would not be tol- in money laundering or
erated under any circum- hawala/hundi opera-
tions.

It was decided that
taken at a high-level overseas remittances
meeting jointly chaired must be sent strictly
by Interior Minister through banking chan-
Mohsin Naqvi and Fi- nels and other legally
nance Minister approved mechanisms.
Muhammad Aurangzeb. The process of sending

The meeting's mem-  money abroad through

NEWS DESK:A pro- An assembler said
posal to increase the the proposal to increase
general sales tax (GST)  sales tax on HEVs and
on locally-made hybrid PHEVs could signifi-
electric vehicles (HEVs) ~ cantly alter vehicle-pric-
and plug-in-hybrid ve- ing dynamics as in
hicles (PHEVs) has be- Pakistan’s auto market,
come a source of worry relative price position-
for assemblers. ing determines demand.

The proposal en- “If hybrids lose their
visages increasing GST monétary advantage,
to 18 per cent from the the demand balance
current 8.5pc with effect  could shift,” he feared.
from July 1. Any major change

They said they had in tax incentives could
been hearing this signal influence both con-
from the relevant govern-  sumer demand and fu.
ment departments that ture investment deci
the 8.5pc GST would ex-  sions. “If the price gap
ist till June 30, 2026 as between conventional
the current auto policy, vehicles and hybrids
loaded with incentives, narrows, consumers
is also expiring on the may return to fossil fuel
same date. vehicles,” the assembler

‘money changers would
also be streamlined to
eliminate loopholes and
ensure complete trans-
parency.

The  ministers
emphasised that the en-
tire mechanism for for-
eign remittances would
be made “transparent
and foolproof”, adding
that all illegal channels
used for transferring
funds abroad would be
discouraged at every
level.A strong resolve
was expressed to take
firm action against “big
money launderers”, with
the ministers reiterating
that the “business of

High GST proposal worries
hybrid manufacturers

said. At the same time,
he added, EV adoption
could slow if the broader
environment becomes
uncertain.
Stakeholders say
tax policy has histori-
cally acted as the central
driver behind invest-
ment flows, model
launches and consumer
demand across the sec-
tor.
“Pakistan’s auto in-
dustry has effectively
erown through policy
design,” said a senior
executive at an automo-
bile assembler. “When
tax structures change,
the market direction
changes with them.”
‘When stakeholders
heavily invest in a sec-

hawala/hundi would not
be tolerated under any
circumstances”.

The meeting also
approved the formation
of'a joint working group
comprising the State
Bank of Pakistan and the
Federal Investigation
Agency. The group will
regularly  review
progress on matters re-
lated to curbing illegal
financial flows.

During the session,
the governor of the
State Bank briefed par-
ticipants on the current
system of fund transfers
through banking chan-

els.

tor due to incentives, the
government pulls them
back, leaving the invest-
ment as well as jobs at
stake, he said.

Policy attracts in-
vestment

The Automotive
Development Policy
(ADP) for2016-2021 had
lured new investment,
broken the long-stand-
ing dominance of three
established
auto-makers, offered du-
ties of 10pc on imported
spare parts and cut du-
ties on locally-made
parts to roughly 25pc,
down from 50pc.

New investors were
granted a five-year tariff
protection window as
well.

Asaresult, 15 new
players, most of them
Chinese or South Ko-
rean, committed invest-
ments of over $1.1 bil-
lion, with realised invest-
ment exceeding $1bn as
assembly  plants,
dealerships and vendor
networks expanded.

The number of pas-
senger cars sold rose
from 181,000 units in
FY16 to over 216,000
units in FY18 and even-
tually peaked near
234,000 units in FY22.

Several new brands
entered, SUVs became
more prominent and the
supplier ecosystem
grew significantly.
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Iranian women’s football team begins journey home after
players decline asylum

NEWS DESK:The Ira-
nian women’s football
team began making their
way home from Malay-
sia on Monday, a

five of its players wi
drew their claims for asy-
lum in Australia.

Australia  had
granted humanitarian vi-
sas to six players and
one support staff mem-
ber from the Iranian
squad after they sought
asylum, fearing possible
persecution if they re-
turned home.

Concerns over their
safety emerged after the
players failed to sing the
national anthem at a
women’s Asian Cup
‘match earlier this month.

Five of the group,
however, have since
changed their minds and
decided to return home
to Iran, with Australian
media reporting the lat-
est withdrawal on Mon-

ay.
They joined the rest
of the squad in Kuala
Lumpur where the team
had been staying since
departing from Sydney
last week, with just two
remaining in Australia.
Australian A:
tant Minister for Foreign
Affairs Matt
Thistlethwaite told Sky
News the government

z = =
respected the decision
of those who chose to
return to Iran while con-
tinuing to provide sup-
port to the remaining
two.

“This is a very com-

plex situation,”
Thistlethwaite said.
The team was seen
at Kuala Lumpur Inter-
national Airport on
Monday evening check-
ing in on an Oman Air

flight, though their des-
tination was unclear.

Team waiting for
flight i

squad would seek to
travel to another coun-
try from Malaysia as it

The Asian Football
Confederation said ear-
lier on Monday the

cannot re-

turn to Tehran due to the

war in the Middle East.
“They are just wait-

ing for the flight connec-
hen they are

going
Where to, they have
totell us,” AFC General
Secretary Windsor John
told reporters in Kuala

Lumpur.
He said he was un-
able to verify reports
that the players’ families
had come under pre
sure from authorities in
Iran, adding that the

players had not ex-
pressed any concerns
over their safety.

“We have spoken
to the team officials. We
have spoken to the
coaches, the head of del-
egation. They are actu-
ally in high spirits,” he
said.

“I personally met
them. They are not
demotivated, or they
didn’t look afraid.”

'he Iranian Foot-
ball Association said the
team was expected to
leave Malaysia for
Tehran soon “to once
again be emb-raced by
l]]Cll‘ families and home-

land.”

The Iranian team’s
campaign in the Asian
Cup started just as the
United States and Israel
launched air strikes on
Iran, killing the Islamic
Republic’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. They were
eliminated from the tour-
nament a week ago.

President
Donald Trump had
aised Australian Prime
ans&er Anthony
Albanese for allowing
the women to stay, say-
ing on social media the
United States was ready
to take the players if
Australia did not.

Gavaskar condemns Sunrisers
for signing Abrar

NEWS DESK:India
cricket legend Sunil
Gavaskar has alleged
that the signing of Paki-
stan spinner Abrar
Ahmed by an Indian-
owned Hundred fran-
chise in England "indi-
rectly contributes to the
deaths of Indian sol-
diers and civilians".
Players from Paki-
stan have not featured in
the Indian Premier
League (IPL) since 2009
because of deep-seated
diplomatic tensions be-
tween the two nations.
There was specula-
tion that Pakistan play-
ers involved at the inau-
gural Hundred auction in
London would be sub-
ject to a "shadow ban",
with IPL-affiliated teams
refusing to bid for them.
hat did not come
to pass, but Sunrisers
Leeds -- from the same
group that controls IPL
team Sunrisers
Hyderabad -- faced a
fierce social media back-
lash after last week
clinching a deal for
Abrar, paying £190,000
(8252,000) for his

services.Former India
captain Gavaskar, 76,
launched a blistering at-
tack in a weekend col-
umn for the Indian news-
paper Mid-Day.

"The fees that they
payto a Pakistani player,
who then pays income
tax to his government,
which buys arms and

s, indirectly con-
tributes to the deaths of
Indian soldiers and civil-
ians," he wrote.

"Whether it is an In-
dian entity or an over-
seas subsidiary of the

entity that is making the
payment, if the owner is
Indian then he or she is
contributing to the In-
dian casualties."

Three other Hun-
dred franchise:

ondon, Manchester
Super Giants and South
ern Brave —- are at least
part-owned by compa-
nies that control IPL
teams.

Usman Tariq, the
only other Pakistani
player bought in auc-
tion, was picked up by
American-backed Bir-

mingham Phoenix.
The England and
Wales Cricket Board last
e

ment saying all eight
franchises in the 100-
ball-a-side competition
were committed to selec-
tion based solely on per-
formances.

India and Pakistan,
who were engaged in a
deadly conflict in May
last year, have not
played a bilateral series
in more than a decade
and meet only in global
or regional tournaments.

NEWS DESK:Wales
captain Aaron Ramsey
has been left out of the
squad for this month's
World Cup play-offs,
casting fresh doubts
over his future in inter-
national football.

The 35-year-old has
been without a club
since leaving Pumas in
December, having not
played for the Mexican
side since September.

That lack of first-
team football, combined
with injuries, mean
Ramsey has not played
for Wales since Septem-
ber 2024,

The former Arsenal
and Juventus midfielder
has said he wants to
play for Wales at this
year's World Cup
Should they qualify, but
his hopes of represent-
ing his country at a
fourth major tournament
are now uncertain.

"He hasn't played
competitive football in
seven month '

after announcing his
squad on Tuesday. "It
(Ramsey's future) is not
really for me to talk
about. It's asituation I'm
sure wl-uch will resolve
sels

Ben Davies has led

sence but, as the
defender is

Ramsey out of World Cup play-off squad

Ashley  Phillips to

switch i alle-

injured, Fulham attack-
ing midfielder Harry Wil-
son is likely to skipper
the team in the play-off

Bosnia and Herzegovina
in Cardiff on March 26.
The winners of the
Wales-Bosnia tie will
face either Italy or North-
ern Ireland at home on
March31 fora place ata
World Cup in Canada,
Mexico and the United
States that runs from
June 11 toJuly 19.
Meanwhile, Wales'
attempts to persuade
Tottenham defender

giance appear to hdvc
failed for now, with the
England Under-21 cap
not included in the play-
off squad.Born in
Salford, near Manches-
ter in northwest En-
gland, Phillips — Welsh-
qualified through a
mother from Swansea
was capped by Wales at
Under-16 level in 2021
before going on to make
over 30 appearances for
England youth teams.
Phillips was ap-
proached by Wales to
rejoin their national set-
up, but his name was

missing from Bellamy's
26-strong squad.

The 20-year-old is
on loan at Stoke and has
made over 70 appear-
ances across two spells
for the English second-

Bellamy. "Thcyvc e
5o good for us over a

"It (Phillips' situa-
tion) is not for now but
we're always active on
‘We have to be. That's for
another time."

Injuries to senior
players have disrupted
Wales' play-off plans.

Sinner, Sabalenka secure maiden
Indian Wells titles

NEWS DESK:Jannik
Sinner and Aryna
Sabal-anka claimed their
maiden Indian Wells

Wales in Ramsey's ab-

Idea England weren't fussed about
Ashes was tough: Pope

titles, after gripping
matches under the Cali-
fornia desert sun on
Sunday.

Sinner downed
Daniil Medvedev 7-6(8/
6), 7-6(7/4) while
Sabalenka saved a
‘match point on the way
10a3-6, 6-3, 7-6(8/6) vic-

over  Elena

ina.
The Italian was im-
perious throughout, fin-
ishing with 28 winners,
10 aces and a perfect
eight out of eight net
points.

He is now only the
third player in history to
win all six ATP Masters
1000 hard-court titles,
joining Novak Djokovic
and Roger Federer.
Furthermore, with
his first title of the year,
he became the first
player since 1990 to win
consecutive Masters
1000 titles without drop-
ping a set and extended
his winning streak in
this category to 11
matches, dating back to
his Paris title last
November.“I kept be-
lieving and kept push-
ing,” Sinner said after
the match. “T went for my
shots a little more.

A third set, we
would have started even,
so] tried my best to close
it out and I am very
happy. It was an incred-
ible ending.ITALY’S

Jannik Sinner celebrates
with the Indian Wells
title after defeating

Medvedev of
Russia in the men’s final
at the Indian Wells Ten-
nis Garden.

“It was a very, very
tough match,” Sinner
said. “It is great to see
Daniil back playing this
level. am very happy. I
came here from day one,
training really hard and
this result makes me very
happy.” he added.

Medvedev reached
the final in superb form,
having stunned the
world number one,
Carlos Alcaraz, in the
semi-finals ending the
Australian pen
champion’s perfect 16-
match winning streak at
the start of the season.

However, he has
now lost three Indian
Wells finals.

Earlier in the
women’s  decider,
Sabalenka claimed a
long-awaited first Indian
Wells title.

Sabalenka ended a
frustrating run of finals
futility against
Rybakina, who had won
their last four title
clashes starting with a
triumph at Indian Wells
in 2023 and including a
nail-biter at the Austra-
lian Open in January.

Sabalenka rallied
from a break down in the
second set and fought
offa match point trailing
5-6 in the tiebreaker be-
fore finally gaining the
longed-for title — and a
healthy measure of re-

nge.
“Thanks God I got

this trophy,” said the
Belarusian, who lost to
Russian teen Mirra
Andreeva in last year’s
final.She had appeared
on her way with a break
for 2-1 in the third set.

But Rybakina piled
on the return pressure to
break back for 5.
fought off five break
points in the next game.

Deflated but deter-
mined, Sabalenka held at
love to force the
tiebreaker, rallying from
3-5 down before saving
match point with a stun-
ning backhand winner.
She won the next point
on Rybakina’s

serve and delivered
another massive serve
herselfto seal it.

NEWS DESK:Ollie Pope:
believes the idea En-
gland "weren't fussed"
during their woeful
Ashes tour of Australia
was unfair on the squad
but understands why
the "misperception" be-
came lodged in the minds
of many fans and pun-
dits.

Ben Stokes' tourists
went down to a 4-1 se-
ries loss to Australia
over five Tests in 2025/
26, with the troubled
campaign still the sub-
ject of an England and
Wales Cricket Board re-
view.

In addition to their
poor on-field perfor-
mance, concerns about
the culture of the En-
gland squad emerged
during a break in Noosa,
an Australian resort,
where there were reports
of excessive drinking by
players.

This was followed
by revelations that vice-
captain Harry Brook had
had an altercation with
a nightclub bouncer on
the pre-Ashes visit to
New Zealand.

Pope, however, in-
sists England's were
fully focused on regain-
ing the Ashes and might
have been more suc-
cessful had they ce-
‘mented an encouraging
start to the first Test in

rth.
"Going into that se-

ties, there was a lot spo-
ken about the prepara-
tion of it," Pope told re-
porters on Tuesday. "As
a team, the misconcep-
tion might be that we
weren't as fussed as i

28-year-old,
speaking at county side
Surrey's media day,
added: "The tough thing
for everyone in that first
game (Test) was the na-
ture of it. Had we won
that, and we'd done
slightly better on day
two, the idea is different.
"Of course we want
to be a well-liked team,
on and off the pitch, and
unfortunately our perfor-
mance didn't allow that
to happen in Australia.

Take the pressure
off"I can understan
why people felt that way,
but at the same time the
perception that we
weren't fussed was prob-
ably the hard thing. All
we wanted to do was go
and win the Ashes... All
anyone wanted to do
was to win.

"And for us at times
it was just trying to, in
our minds, take the pres-
sure off the actual Test
match."

Even before the trip
started, questions were
raised about a lack of
preparation in Austra-
lian conditions, which
consisted of a three-day
match against the sec-
ond-string England Li-

ons a( Lilac Hill in Perth.
we've done
over the previous years,
we tried to treat it like a
normal series to get ‘he
best out of ourselv
id Pope. "Unfortu-
ndlcly, it didn't quite go
to plan."

He added: "I kno
what I need to be as
ready as I can be. From
apersonal point, I felt as
ready as I could have
been for that first Test."

Pope was dropped
after the third Test after
averaging only 20.83
runs across the first
three games, with re-
placement Jacob Bethell
going on to score a cen-
fury in the fifth Test at
Sydney.
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Chalrperson ays BISP not
responsible for cash disbursement
after deaths at payment point

in Rahim Yar Khan

NEWS DESK: criminals ... are not
Benazir Income Sup- asked why their retail-
port  Programme ers and franchises are
(BISP) Chairperson doing this”.
Rubina Khalid on She said that BISP
Tuesday said that the had no “direct rela-
programme was not tion” to retailers or
responsible for the franchises, adding that
process of disburse- the banks were the
ment of cash, saying ones in contact with
that it had been them.
“outsourced” to “We are going to
banks. be imposing fines on
The statement them, and a first infor-
comes a day after at mation report will be
least seven women filed naming people
were killed and more present at the site of
than 75 were injured the incident,” she
during a roof collapse added. She asserted
when hundreds of that those responsible
women gathered at a would be held ac-
retail shop in Rahim countable.
Yar Khan’s Tibba arca At the outset of
to collect BISP hand- her talk, Khalid said,
outs. “We share the grief of
Speaking to the the bereaved families.
media during a visitto People who are re-
Sheikh Zayed Hospi- sponsible for the inci-
tal in Rahim Yar Khan dent will be given strict
on Tuesday, Khalid punishment”.
maintained that BISP The BISP chair-
was not responsible person said the
for disbursing cash women who suffered
handouts. ‘minor injuries had been
“We don’t have discharged from the
any mechanism for hospital, while 17
disbursement, so when women had suffered
you outsource some- major injuries. One of
thing, the responsibil- the injured was in a
ity falls on the banks,” serious condition, she
she said. said. She said cheques
Khalid termed it of Rsl million and
unfortunate that the Rs300,000 were being
programme — an ini- distributed to the heirs
tiative aimed at uplift-  of the victims and the
ing people — was injured women, re-
pushed to the “back- spectively. She said
ground” while “actual that the financial assis-

tance could not re-
place the loss of lives,
but it would serve as
“some relief”.

Khalid mentioned
that yesterday’s pay-
ment was the last in-
stalment paid under the
old system, saying that
from the next quarter,
payments would be
made under the new
digital wallet system.

“We will make the
distribution of devices,
funds, and procedures
more " the

PM Shehbaz congratulates Kazakhstan president on
successful constitutional referendum

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday congratu-
lated Kazakhstan Presi-
dent Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev on the success
of a “historic constitu-
tional referendum”, ac-
cording to a statement
by the Prime Minister’s
ce (PMO).

n  Monday,
Kazakhstan voted 87.15
per cent in favour of
adopting a new consti-
tution, the Central Elec-
tion Commission said.
The new constitution
streamlines the
country’s Parliament
and recreates the office
of vice president, which
was abolished in 1996. It
gives the president the
right to appoint the vice
president, as well as a
host of other key offi-
cials.

In a statement on
Tuesday, the PMO said
that during a “warm and
cordial call” with the
Kazakhstan president,
PM Shehbaz congratu”
lated him on the success
of the “historic constitu-
tional referendum”.

Furthermore, the
prime minister noted that
the “overwhelming turn-
out and support for the
new constitution re-
flected the trustand con-

fidence of the people of
Kazakhstan in President
Tokayev’s visionary
leader;hlp and reform
agen

The statement said
PM Shehbaz expressed
confidence that the re-
forms would further
strengthen governance,
institutional stability,
and national develop-
ment in Kazakhstan.

“While fondly re-
calling  President
Tokayev’s visit to Paki-
stan last month, the
prime minister assured

him that Pakistan was
actively followingup on
the decisions taken dur-
ing that visit,” it said.
In this regard, PM
Shehbaz said that the
two sides would meet
soon to firm up pro-
posed agreements, it
stated. It further said
that President Tokayev
reiterated his invitation
to the prime minister to
undertake an official
visit to Kazakhstan not
later this year, which was
accepted. “The two lead-
ers also exchanged

LN -
views on regional devel-
opments, particularly
the situation in Afghani-
stan, and underscored
the importance of pro-
moting dialogue, coop-
eration, and connectiv-
ity for shared prosper-
ity,” the statement said.

PM Shehbaz also

“extended warm greet-
ings to President
Tokayev and the broth-
erly. people  of
Kazakhstan on the aus-
picious occasion of Eid,
and conveyed his best
wishes for their contin-

ued peace, pmgre@s and
prosperity”.

In a post on X, PM
Shehbaz said that he
congratulated the
Kazakh president on the

“successful constitu-
tional referendum, re-
flecting the trust of the
Kazakh people in his
leadership and reform
agenda”, “We reaffirmed
our shared commitment
to deepening Pakistan—
Kazakhstan ties, espe-
cially in trade, connec-
tivity and regional coop-
eration,” he said.

BISP chairperson
said, adding the pay-
ments would be deliv-
ered to women on
time with “dignity and
respect in line with the
vision of President
Asif Ali Zardari and
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif”.

On Monday, re-
ports said more than
200 women had gath-
ered outside Sajjad
Karyana Store, a des-
ignated BISP retailer,
at Chak 123-P Tibba,
about 13km from the
city. Many of them had
moved to the first floor
of the shop, waiting
for their turn to re-
ceive the cash hand-
outs. According to
eyewitnesses, the
roof, reportedly built
with weak T-iron and
girders, could not with-
stand the weight of the
large crowd and sud-
denly collapsed.

Suffocation main cause of death in tragic
Gul Plaza fire, says police surgeon

NEWS DESK: Inhala- halational asphyxia was
tional asphyxia/suffoca- established as the pri-
tion was the predomi- mary medical cause of
nant cause of death in deathin thesix complete
the tragic Gul Plaza fire bodies.”
that claimed at least 73 “Lethal fire (suffo-
lives, according to Po- cation) was established
lice Surgeon Dr as|the] primary cause of
Summaiya Syed. death in the 66 remains,”
The deadly inferno, - she added, noting that
which erupted on the the 66 remains were
night of January 17 at “fragmentary and 100
the mall, took nearly two  per cent burnt”.
days to be fully extin- As per the police
guished and It over surgeon’s reply, eight
1,100 shops in ruins. De-  were injured, seven bod-
spite 10 days of hectic ies were recovered, and
search efforts amid the  the remains of 66 others
rubble, at least eight were found. Responding
people remained miss- toa question of whether
the findings “suggest
delayed evacuation or
prolonged entrapment”,
Dr Syed provided the
commission probing the ~ chronological details of
blaze, it emerged on the bodies and remains
Tuesday. Asked what recovered:
the dominant cause of 6 bodies received
loss of life was, in her on January 18
professional opinion, 15 fragmentary re-
the police surgeon mains received on Janu-
stated: “The predomi- ary 19
nant cause of loss of life 8 burnt

® Dr Syed submitted
a reply o a question-
naire from the judicial

not specify when three
of the “total 73" bodies
were recovered.

Asked if the condi-
tion of the victims indi-
cated alack of timely res-
cue, the police surgeon
said, “Rescue implies
safe evacuation of alive
persons. We received
cight injured.”

“The undersigned
cannot comment in this
regard.” she added, not-
ing that chmnologlcal
details of the remains’
recovery have been pro-
vided.

On the question of
‘whether any toxic gases
or unusual substances
were detected, Dr Syed
noted that the results for
toxicology samples col-
lected from seven de-
ceased were still awaited.

Post-mortems were
not conducted for the six
bodies recovered. How-
ever, most of the remains
were “completely pro-
cessed”.

All medicol

was inhalational as- remains received on
phyxia/suffocation.”  January
However,  she 23 fragmentary re-
added, polytrauma could mains received on Janu-
not be ruled out in 66 ary2l
others “due to frag- 16 fragmentary re-
mented ‘mains received on Janu-
Polytrauma is a medical ~ary22
condition involving 2 fragmentary re-
multiple severe injuries. mains received on Janu-
Detailing the find- ary23
ings, Dr Syed said, “In- The document does

reports were duly pre-
pared and forwarded,
the police surgeon
stated. So far, various
stakeholders have testi-
fied before the judicial
commission, including
two key witnesses, four
prosecution witnesses,
the Sindh Building Con-
trol Authority (SBCA),
and the chief fire officer.

Information ministry rubbishes Afghan Taliban’s
claims of hospital being hit in Kabul

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
on Tuesday dismissed
claims made by the Af-
ghan Taliban that its
armed forces allegedly
struck a hospital in
Kabul, stating that the
target was “Camp Phoe-
nix”, which is several
Kilometres away from the
hospital.

The development
comes amid the ongoing
Operation Ghazab lil-

aq, which was
launched on the night of
February 26, following
unprovoked firing by the
Afghan Taliban from
across the border. Earlier
on Monday, the govern-
ment said that Pakistani
forces targeted the Af-
ghan Taliban’s military
installations in Kabul
and Nangarhar over-
night.

A fact check posted
by the information min-
istry on X said that Omid
Hospital, which the Af-
ghan Taliban claimed
had been hit, was “actu-
ally multiple kilometres
away from Camp Phoe-
nix, the military terrorist
ammunition and equip-
ment storage site pre-
cisely targeted last
night”.

Sharing satellite im-
agery, the ministry said
that the “actual hospital

is a multi-storied struc-
ture as compared to the
military/terrorist infra-
structure actually t:
geted, whose image is
also attached; the differ-
ence and lie is clear to
see”

Dmmmng the
claims, it also ques-
tioned why an alleged
drug rehabilitation facil-
ity would be “co-located
with [a] lethal ammuni-
tion storagessite ina mili-
tary camp”.

“This also remains.
unanswered,” it added.

In a separate post,
the ministry presented
further information, ask-
ing why the “official
handle™ of the Afghan
Taliban had deleted a

post in which it was
claimed that a ““drug re-
hab” had been hit.

“Was this [a gen-
erative] Al clip that
could not stand the mul-
tiple fact checks being
made? Afghan Taliban
walking away from their
manipulated post,” it
aid.

In another post, the
ministry debunked an
image used by the Af-
ghan Taliban spokesper-
son Zabiullah Mujahid,
which he had used as

“evidence” of the inci-
dent. “The image being
presented as evidence
ofarecent incident is, in
fact, from May 2023 and
was originally shared by
the Afghan Taliban inte-

rior ministry at that time,
exposing the falsehood
ofthe current claim,” the
information ministry
said.

Information Minis-
ter Attaullah Tarar also
rejected the claim, alleg-
ing that the Afghan
Taliban regime was “ped-
dling yet another false-
hood” by making such
claims.

“This claim is en-
tirely baseless,” he as-
serted, maintaining that
Pakistan was only en-
gaging “military and ter-
rorist targets, along with
the infrastructure of the
Afghan Taliban regime,
that are being directly or
indirectly used to pian,
facilitate, shelter, train, or
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abet terrorist attacks in-
side Pakistan”.

The minister said
that strikes carried out
on Monday night in
Kabul and Nangarhar
were “precise, deliber-
ate, and profe ”

“No

hospital, n
drug rehabilitation cen-
tre, and no civilian facil-
ity was targeted,” he
emphasised.

“The targets were
‘military and terrorist in-
frastructure, including
ammunition and techni-
cal equipment storage
sites and other installa-
tions linked to hostile
acuvny against Paki-
stan,” he said. Tarar also
added that video foot-
age of “all six strikes”
carried out was put out
by the information min-
istry, “making the nature
of the targets plain for all
tosee”.

“The visuals leave
no room for doubt. The
flames and secondary
detonations witnessed
in Kabul further confirm
that the intended ammu-
nition storage site was
hit with precision,” the
information minister
said. He said that the
“latest allegation” was
part of lhe Afghan
Taliban’s “same worn-
out pattern of deceit”.

Gilani directs austerlty measures for Senate
aimed at saving Rs700m

NEWS DESK: Senate
Chairman Yousuf Raza
Gilani directed on Tues-
day the implementation
of “wide-1 -ranging auster-
ity measures”, project-
ing a reduction of more
than 50 per cent in the
Senate Secretariat’s re-
maining budgetary
utilisation for the current
fiscal year, which is be-
lieved to translate into
savings of around
Rs700-750 million.

A statement issued
by the Senate Secretariat
said that Gilani presided
over a high-level meet-
ing at the secretariat to-
day to review the auster-
ity measures and di
cuss their implementa-
tion in light of the
country’s economic situ-

tion.

The austerity mea-
sures for the secretariat
align with a broader ini-
tiative taken by the gov-
ernment to deal with a
global fuel crunch result-
ing from the ongoing
Middle East conflict.

The discussion
during the meeting fo-
cused on “significant
cuts in Senate expendi-
tures, beginning with
substantial reductions
in the budget of the
chairman’s office”, the
statement said.

“Adopting a top-
down approach to fiscal
discipline, the chairman
directed that austerity
‘measures must begin at

the hlghecl level,” i

It further stated that,
accordingly, slgmhcanl
cuts had been ordered in
the operational budget
of the chairman’s office.

Outlining the aus-
terity measures, the
statement said Gilani is-
sued directives for “the
immediate enforcement
of austerity measures
across the secretariat”.

“These include a
complete ban on foreign
travel, a 50 per cent re-
duction in POL (petrol,
oil, and lubricants) con”
sumption, the ground-
ing of 60pc official ve-

hicles, a strict ban on
non-essential procure-
ments, and the imple-
mentation of salary de-
ductions or contribu-
tions in line with govern-
‘ment policy,” the state-
ment detailed.

Additionally, it con-
tinued, administrative
arrangements had been
introduced for human
resource management,
including

“rotation-based

pick-and-drop facilities
aimed at minimising op-
erational costs and re-
ducing fuel consump-
tion™.

Moreover, any fu-

ture procurement would
be subject to review and
approval by a dedicated
Senate Austerity Com-
mittee, the statement
said.

“As a result of
these measures, the Sen-
ate Secretariat expects
to reduce more than
50pc of its remaining
budgetary utilisation for
the current fiscal year,
resulting in estimated
savings of Rs 700 to 750
million,” the statement

ad.

It quoted Gilani as
saying: “Public office is
a sacred trust requiring
the highest standards of

financial prudence
Transparency, account-
ability, and fiscal disci-
pline must remain the
guldmg principles in all

rative and finan-
cml matters of the secre-
tariat”,

He added that aus-
terity was not merely a
policy directive but a
collective national re-
sponsibility, directing all
wings of the secretariat
to ensure strict compli-
ance with his instruc-
tions to promote effi-
ciency, responsible gov-
ernance, and public con-
fidence in state institu-
tions.




