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Trump Pauses Iran Strikes Following Pakistan’s
Strategic Intervention

President of PTI’s
Islamabad chapter

says Imran’s release
not possible without
coordinated strategy

NEWS DESK:

Amid efforts underway by the
PTI for the release of ex-pre-
mier Imran Khan, the party’s
Islamabad chapter on Tuesday
proposed a roadmap, saying
that it would not be possible
without a comprehensive and
well-coordinated strategy.

It should be mentioned
that the party had announced
that registrations for a move-
ment to release Imran, who
has been imprisoned since May
2023 would begin after Eid.

“A detailed and actionable
plan has been submitted to
Secretary General Salman
Akram Raja, outlining a path
toward achieving democratic
stability and securing the re-
lease of Imran and other de-
tainees,” PTI Islamabad Chap-
ter President Aamir Mughal
told Dawn.

Mughal added that it
would be difficult to overcome
the current political challenges
unless the party leadership pre-
sented a practical roadmap in
line with the prevailing ground
realities.

“The first and foremost
point is accountability within the
party. Without holding office-
bearers and ticket holders ac-
countable for their perfor-
mance since Imran’s arrest,
the movement cannot progress
effectively. A transparent re-
view process and the inclusion
of energetic leadership can
help restore confidence among
supporters,” he said.

Mughal suggested a six-
point narrative, which included
the release of all detainees, in-
cluding Imran, supremacy of
the Constitution and rule of law,
reduction in inflation, elimina-
tion of corruption and poor
governance, job creation, and
improvement in law and order.

He suggested communi-
cating a unified message con-
sistently at all levels of the
party.

“There is a need for
organised public engagement.
Peaceful and lawful public
gatherings can be held on a
rotational basis across districts
to ensure consistent participa-
tion and visibility.

Similar coordinated activi-
ties can also be arranged in
other provinces and regions,”
Mughal said.

He also suggested
mobilising the youth as a “ma-
jor focus” which was the main
force for change.

“Young people must be en-
couraged to participate con-
structively in democratic pro-
cesses beyond social media,”
he added.

Mughal claimed that an
effective media and commu-
nication strategy was essential.

“Social media influencers
and responsible journalists
should be engaged to promote
the agenda and ensure accu-
rate information reaches the
public.

Grassroots workers who
actively contribute on the
ground should be recognised,”
he added.

He also suggested that
the overseas community
should be mobilised to amplify
the message globally and pro-
vide organisational and finan-
cial support within legal frame-
works.

The PTI leader also stated
that the party’s lawyers’ wing
must be activated to
strengthen legal advocacy and
uphold constitutional principles
through peaceful and lawful
means.

NEWS DESK :

Pakistan is emerging as a key
diplomatic player in efforts to
de-escalate tensions in the on-
going US-Israel conflict with
Iran, according to a report by
the Financial Times. The de-
velopment highlights
Pakistan’s growing role in re-
gional peace-building and

Balochistan Rain Alert: PMD Warns of Heavy
Rain and Flash Floods

Syed Ali Shah, News Desk:

QUETTA:A powerful western
weather system is set to bring
widespread rain, thunderstorms,
strong winds, and possible hail
to nearly 27 districts of
Balochistan over the next few
days, the Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department (PMD) warned on
Tuesday.

The Met Office has issued
an alert for two main spells:
March 24-25 and March 27-29,
with occasional breaks. Heavy
downpours are likely between
March 25 and 28, raising the risk
of flash flooding in local streams,
nullahs, and hilly areas.

Affected Districts
Coastal & Southern Areas

(heavy rain with sea breezes pos-
sible):

Gwadar, Pasni, Ormara, Kech
(Turbat), Panjgur,  Awaran,
Lasbela, Kharan, and Khuzdar.

Central & Northern Areas
(moderate to heavy rain with
thunder):

Quetta, Ziarat, Chaman,
Pishin,  Chagai,  Dalbandin,
Noshki, Loralai, Qila Abdullah,
Qila Saifullah, Sibi, Kohlu,
Barkhan, and Naseerabad.

Other Districts (rain with
strong winds and thunder):

back-channel diplomacy.World
News Service

Sources cited by Reuters
revealed that Field Marshal
And Chief of Army Staff Syed
Asim Munir held discussions
with US President Donald
Trump, focusing on conflict de-
escalation strategies involving
Iran.

Senior Pakistani officials
have reportedly facilitated in-

direct communication between
Tehran and key US figures,
including Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner.

In a significant develop-
ment, President Trump an-
nounced a five-day delay in
planned military strikes on Ira-
nian infrastructure, a move
widely interpreted as a result
of Pakistan’s diplomatic inter-
vention.

Harnai, Zhob, Kalat,
and Mastung.

Today (March 24), skies will
be partly cloudy across most of
the province, with rain likely start-
ing in the afternoon or evening in
several areas.

Some places may see intense

showers and hail. Temperatures
will drop in Quetta and northern
regions, accompanied by gusty
winds.

Safety Warnings
and Precautionary

Measures

The PMD has directed
PDMA,

Rescue 1122, local adminis-
trations, and the Highways De-
partment to

stay on high alert and take
preventive action.

Residents l iving near
nullahs, streams, or dams are

strongly advised to move to safer
places. Keep children indoors
during heavy rain and hail. Stay
away from electricity poles and
wires, as strong winds may cause
trees or poles to fall.

Travelers and tourists
should avoid non-essential jour-
neys, especially on mountainous
and coastal roads where visibil-
ity can drop suddenly. Always
check the latest weather update
before travelling.

Much-Needed
Rain with Risks
This rain spell is expected to

bring relief to Balochistan’s dry
lands and support agriculture.
However, authorities stress the
need for caution to prevent loss
of life and property from flash
floods.

The situation is being
closely monitored, and the PMD
will issue further updates as re-
quired.

Public Appeal:
•  Do not go near nullahs,

dams, or streams during or after
heavy rain.

•  Keep children at home.
•  Stay away from power lines.
•  Exercise caution when col-

lecting rainwater.
Stay safe and keep checking

official weather updates.

The pause comes at a criti-
cal moment, as the conflict en-
ters its fourth week, raising
concerns over regional stabil-
ity and global security.

Over the past 48 hours,
Pakistan, in coordination with
Turkey and Egypt, has intensi-
fied back-channel diplomacy
efforts.

These initiatives aim to
prevent further escalation be-

tween the US and Iran, rein-
forcing Pakistan’s role as a
mediator in international con-
flict resolution.

The diplomatic push re-
flects the leadership of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
the strategic engagement of
military leadership, underscor-
ing Pakistan’s commitment to
peace, dialogue, and regional
stability.
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Balochistan High Court
Opens the Doors of Justice
Wider Than Ever Before

Editorial:
The Balochistan High
Court’s latest initiative
— introducing a dedi-
cated WhatsApp num-
ber and email address
for public complaints
— marks a meaning-
ful shift toward open-
ness, accessibility, and
public empowerment
within the judicial sys-
tem.
       This is not just a
procedural reform; it is
an invitation for citi-
zens to engage di-
rectly with the justice
system in ways that
were previously diffi-
cult, time-consuming,
and often intimidating.

For decades, ob-
taining certified copies
of court judgments
was a frustrating or-
deal for clients and
even for experienced
lawyers.

Long queues, pro-
cedural delays, and
administrative hurdles
made the process dif-
ficult, especially for
people from remote
districts of the prov-
ince.

With digital com-
munication now for-
mally integrated, citi-
zens, litigants, and
counsel will be able to
request and access
judgment copies far
more easily.

This single step
reduces barriers that
have existed for years
and ensures that jus-
tice is not only done —
but also seen to be
done.

Equally important
is the ability for citi-
zens to file complaints
directly against lower
judiciary officials or
court staff if they face

misconduct, delays, or
unfair treatment.
Many people lacked
the courage, re-
sources, or channels to
raise such concerns.

This mechanism
now provides them a
safe and accessible
option, reinforcing the
idea that justice is a
right, not a privilege.

The Balochistan
High Court deserves
recognition for taking
a forward-looking ap-
proach to judicial
transparency.

By embracing
technology, the court
has empowered the
public, strengthened
accountability, and
made justice more ap-
proachable for mil-
lions. This is a good
step — one that brings
the judiciary closer to
the people it serves.

Forced Marriage in Islam: A Clear
Violation of Women’s Rights and

Human Dignity
ByMusavirDurrani:
Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make
consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The Qur ’an
Clearly Forbids
F o r c e d
M a r r i a g e s . A l l a h
states in Surah An-
Nisa:“O you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”(Qur’an 4:19)

This verse was
revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid.

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)
complaining that her
father had married
herwithout her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-

sent is mandatory.
Hadith Refer-

ences: Sahih al-
Bukhari, Hadith 5138.
Sahih Muslim, Hadith
1419.

These narrations
all confirm that the
Prophet (PBUH) al-
lowed the woman to
annul her forced mar-
riage.

One narration
even states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that
fathershave no right to
force their daughters.

Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.

Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and

advise,but they have
absolutely no power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they“know what is
best,” they cannot
override the choice of
their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the per-
son getting married.

Statements such
as: “If you don’t marry
this one, who will
marry you?”. “You
have no choice.” “Do
it forfamily honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”These are
pure emotional ma-
nipulation, and Islam
does not allow it. Emo-
tional or Psychological

Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-

riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even

emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or
threats

is invalid (Batil) in
Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH)
annulledmarr iages
done without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the
ground,we bury their

dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”When a
girl is forced into a
marriage, pressured
emotionally, or told she
has no other choice,
we destroyher life
while she is still alive.
This is the new form
of burying women
alive, and Islam came
to end thisinjustice
completely.Forced
marriage has no place
in Islam. It is against
the Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
thedignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but nevercontrol
or force marriage
decisions.“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”.

How AI Is Making Modern Production Smarter and Faster
SyedMuhammadWaseem:
AI is changing the way
we create and collabo-
rate, with 41% 1 of
brands already using it
for video production.
Production teams now
have to create more con-
tent faster than ever.
Staying on track while
keeping ideas fresh is a
daily challenge. AI is
changing how produc-
tion teams plan, shoot,
and edit. It’s making the
process faster, smarter,
and more creative.

As the need for
faster content grows, AI
is becoming a key tool
in modern studios. It
helps creators stay up to
date with new trends and
what audiences want.
Studios are using AI to
work faster and save
money. According to
Deloitte’s2 2024 report,
42% of executives say it
boosts efficiency and
productivity.

Let’s explore how AI
is changing production
from planning to editing.
You’ll learn how it saves
time, cuts costs, and
boosts creativity. By the
end, you’ll see how it’s
making modern produc-
tion smarter and faster.

The Evolution of AI
in Media Production

AI in media produc-
tion has evolved rapidly
over the years. Initially,
it served as a basic tool
for handling repetitive
tasks such as video ed-
iting, adding visual ef-
fects, and creating com-
puter graphics. Over
time, it has transformed
into a powerful creative
partner that now sup-
ports teams at every
stage of production.

In the beginning, AI
was mainly used for CGI,
video automation, and
voice synthesis. These
tools helped save time
but still required signifi-
cant human input. Today,
AI plays an active role
across pre-production,
production, and post-
production, making the
entire process more effi-
cient and consistent.

During pre-produc-
tion, i t  assists with
scriptwriting, budget-
ing, and storyboarding.
In production, it en-

hances camera tracking,
lighting adjustments,
and virtual set design.
Finally, in post-produc-
tion, it streamlines edit-
ing, color correction,
sound design, and even
creates advanced visual
effects.

Major studios such
as Netflix and Warner
Bros. are now using AI-
driven tools to analyze
audience preferences,
optimize workflows, and
enhance storytelling. As
a result, AI has shifted
from being a simple tech-
nical assistant to becom-
ing an essential force
shaping the future of
modern media produc-
tion.

Why Production
Houses Are Turning to
AI

Production houses
are facing rising costs
and tighter schedules.
Keeping up with dead-
lines while staying cre-
ative has become a ma-
jor challenge. To stay
efficient, many studios
are now using AI to
manage time and60% of
post-production studios
utilize AI-powered edit-
ing tools to reduce edit-
ing time. reduce ex-
penses. This trend is
growing rapidly as the
global AI in media and
entertainment market is
projected to reach $34.1
billion3 by 2027.

The demand for
quick content is also in-
creasing.

Streaming plat-
forms compete to release
new shows faster, put-
ting pressure on produc-
tion teams. At the same
time, 65% of advertising
agencies are already us-
ing AI tools for content
creation, showing how
quickly the industry is
adapting to new tech-
nology. There is also a
shortage of skilled post-
production profession-
als. AI tools step in to
handle repetitive work
like cutting scenes or
syncing dialogue. This
gives creative teams
more time to focus on
storytelling and innova-
tion while keeping
projects on schedule
and within budget.

How Production

Houses Are Using AI
AI is changing how

production houses work
from start to finish. It
supports every stage of
filmmaking, from plan-
ning and shooting to
editing and final
delivery.In Pre-
ProductionAI is making
the pre-production
stage faster and more
creative. Writers now
use tools like ChatGPT,
Jasper, and Sudowrite to
draft scripts or explore
story ideas. In fact, 60%
of film studios are explor-
ing AI-driven
scriptwriting tools to
speed up brainstorming
and script development.
These tools help gener-
ate dialogue, plot twists,
and creative concepts in
minutes, saving time
while keeping creativity
flowing.

Storyboarding and
concept visualization
have also become easier.
Tools like Midjourney,
Runway ML, and Pika
Labs turn written ideas
into visuals, helping di-
rectors and producers

see how scenes might
look before filming be-
gins. This makes plan-
ning smoother and re-
duces the need for
costly revisions later.

AI is also improving
casting and budgeting.
Some tools analyze data
to predict how well an
actor will connect with
audiences. AI software
like Celtx and
StudioBinder helps plan
budgets and schedules.
These tools make it
easier for studios to
manage costs,  track
spending, and stay on
time.In Production

AI is transforming
the way films are shot on
set. For example, AI-
powered cameras can
automatically track ac-
tors, adjust framing, and
optimize lighting in real
time. This helps direc-
tors capture perfect
shots faster and reduces
the need for repeated
takes.  According to
MarketsandMarkets4,
the use of AI cameras in
film production is ex-
pected to grow by 22%

annually by 2027.
Virtual production

is becoming more com-
mon. Tools like Unreal
Engine and NVIDIA
Omniverse allow film-
makers to create realis-
tic digital environments
before filming begins.
These virtual sets save
time, cut costs, and give
teams more creative free-
dom, especially for large-
scale or fantasy
projects.

AI supports crews
during filming. Voice rec-
ognition systems can
follow script lines or ad-
just  camera sett ings
through simple voice
commands.

As a result, on-set
work becomes smoother,
and the crew can focus
more on storytelling
rather than technical de-
tails.

In Post-Production
This phase gets a

big boost from AI, espe-
cially in editing and
sound design. Tools like
Runway ML, Adobe Pre-
miere Pro AI,  and
Descript automate tasks

like cutting, syncing,
and scene detection.
Smart apps can identify
key moments and
streamline workflows,
helping editors focus on
storytelling.

AI also improves
color grading and sound
editing. It can automati-
cally balance colors, re-
fine lighting, remove
background noise, and
sync soundtracks. Even
some free tools can ap-
ply complex color grad-
ing for a consistent
look. These features
save time and make the
final product polished
and professional.

In addition, AI en-
hances VFX, CGI, and
localization. It removes
green screens, fills miss-
ing frames, and gener-
ates realistic effects
quickly. Voice tools like
Resemble.ai  and
ElevenLabs speed up
dubbing and transla-
tions for multiple lan-
guages.

The use of AI in
video editing has re-
duced production time

by an average of 30%,
showing how much it
improves efficiency.

AI also helps with
versioning and distribu-
tion. It can create mul-
tiple edits for different
platforms like social me-
dia, TV, or YouTube
Shorts. This allows stu-
dios to repurpose con-
tent easily and deliver it
quickly.  Overall ,  AI
makes post-production
faster, more precise, and
more creative.

Case Studies: How
AI Is Shaping Modern
Production

Case Study 1: Netflix
Builds a Cloud-Based
VFX Studio

Netflix, one of the
biggest entertainment
companies in the world,
began producing its
own content in 2012. To
make collaboration
easier,  the company
wanted to create a visual
effects (VFX) studio in
the cloud. This would let
artists from different
countries work together
without being limited by
location.

Using NICE DCV
and Amazon EC2 G4 in-
stances, Netflix built fast
and secure remote work-
stations. These cloud
tools allowed artists to
edit, animate, and render
with high-quality visuals
while keeping perfor-
mance smooth. The sys-
tem helped Netflix move
from testing to full pro-
duction in just one year.

By using AWS,
Netflix reduced costs
and technical barriers
for creators. The com-
pany could now attract
top VFX and animation
talent from anywhere in
the world. This innova-
tion showed how cloud
and AI tools can trans-
form modern film pro-
duction.

Case Study 2:
Cropify’s AI Innovation
in Grain Grading

In South Australia,
Anna Falkiner and An-
drew Hannon founded
Cropify to make grain
testing faster and more
accurate. Traditional
testing relied on human
inspection, which often
caused mistakes and
disagreements.

The founders
wanted a smarter AI-
based way to grade
crops.

Working with the
Australian Institute for
Machine Learning
(AIML), they built AI
software that could ana-
lyze grain samples in sec-
onds. Their system re-
duced testing time from
24 minutes to just 90 sec-
onds and achieved 98%
accuracy. This made the
grain supply chain faster
and more reliable.

In 2024, Cropify
raised $2 million AUD
from investors to expand
its technology. Their
success proved that AI
can bring real value to
agriculture by making
testing fairer, faster, and
more consistent.
Falkiner advises busi-
nesses to focus on real
problems first and then
see if AI is the right so-
lution.

Case Study 3:
What’s Next
Entertainment’s Use of
AI in Creative Produc-
tion

What’s Next Enter-
tainment is redefining
how film production
teams approach creativ-
ity and pre-production.
To make their workflow
smoother and boost cre-
ative output, the com-
pany uses AI tools like
Midjourney and
ChatGPT in its daily pro-
cess.

During the early
stages of filmmaking,
the team uses
Midjourney for
storyboarding and vi-
sual exploration. It helps
them create detailed vi-
sual references,  test
color palettes,  and
shape the overall look
and feel of each scene
before production be-
gins. This saves time
and improves collabora-
tion among directors,
designers, and cinema-
tographers.

M e a n w h i l e ,
ChatGPT supports ide-
ation and research. The
team uses it to study
brands, conduct com-
petitive analysis, and
refine their sentence
structures and ideas for
better storytelling.
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Australia, European Union agree sweeping
new trade pact 8 years in the works

Afghanistan announces release of detained US citizen

Eight die, 71 ‘rescued’ as plane with 125 on
board crashes in Colombia

FO urges media to refrain from speculation amid
reports of Islamabad hosting US-Iran talks

North Korea’s Kim vows ‘irreversible’ nuclear
status, warns Seoul of ‘merciless’ response

03

NEWS DESK: The For-
eign Office (FO) on
Tuesday urged the me-
dia to refrain from specu-
lation and await official
announcements when
asked about reports of
Islamabad being a pos-
sible venue for talks be-
tween the US and Ira-
nian representatives
amid the ongoing
Middle East conflict.

“Pakistan, consis-
tent with its
longstanding policy, re-
mains committed to the
resolution of the ongo-
ing conflict  in the
Middle East/Persian Gulf
through diplomatic
means and engage-
ments,” FO spokesper-
son Tahir Andrabi said.

“Diplomacy and ne-
gotiations often require
that certain matters be
advanced with discre-
tion.

The media is there-
fore encouraged to re-

NEWS DESK: The Eu-
ropean Union (EU) and
Australia struck a long-
awaited free-trade deal
on Tuesday, while also
agreeing to boost de-
fence cooperation and
access to crucial rare-
earth minerals in the face
of global uncertainty
over trade.

EU chief Ursula von
der Leyen’s visit to Aus-
tralia comes as the 27-
nation bloc and the im-
port-reliant nation navi-
gate renewed energy
vulnerability sparked by
the US-Israel war on
Iran.

The accord is the
latest agreed by Brus-
sels in a push to diver-
sify trade as Europe
faces challenges from
the United States and
China.

Key sticking points
on Australian use of Eu-
ropean geographical
names as well as how
much beef can be ex-
ported to the continent
were overcome to reach
the deal after eight years
of negotiations.

Another compro-
mise will see Australian
winemakers allowed to
use the term “prosecco”
domestically, but they
must stop using it for
exports after 10 years.

NEWS DESK: The
Afghan Taliban an-
nounced on Tuesday
that it was freeing a
US national who had
been detained for
more than a year.

The foreign minis-
try said the family of
linguist and researcher
Dennis Coyle had
written to the supreme
leader of Afghanistan,
requesting his release
for Eid.

“The Supreme
Court of the Islamic
Emirate deemed his
period of detention
sufficient and decided
on his release,” a
statement read.

The announce-
ment came after a
meeting of Foreign
Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi, US former
special envoy to Af-
ghanistan Zalmay
Khalilzad, United
Arab Emirates’
(UAE) ambassador to
Kabul Saif
Mohammed Al-Ketbi,
and a member of
Coyle’s family.

The UAE facili-
tated the release, the
ministry said, adding
that Coyle had been
reunited with his fam-

NEWS DESK: North Ko-
rea will never give up
nuclear weapons, leader
Kim Jong Un said, indi-
cating that it will soon
designate South Korea
the “most hostile state”,
according to a state me-
dia report on Tuesday.

Kim also told the
country’s legislature in a
policy address on Mon-
day that the United
States was committing
“state terrorism”, in an
apparent reference to its
military attacks on Iran.

“We will continue
to firmly consolidate our
status as a nuclear-
armed state as an irre-
versible course, while
aggressively stepping
up our struggle against
hostile forces,” Kim told
the Supreme People’s
Assembly.

“We will, in line
with the mission en-

trusted by the Constitu-
tion of the Republic…
further expand and ad-
vance our self-defen-
sive nuclear deterrent,”
Kim said, according to
the official Korean Cen-
tral  News Agency
(KCNA).

While the United
States and Israel have
insisted that their at-
tacks on Iran are to stop
the Islamic republic from
developing nuclear
weapons — an aim
Tehran denies —
Pyongyang is thought
to be light years ahead
by comparison.

Despite years of
sanctions and diplo-
matic isolation, the Chi-
nese ally is estimated to
have dozens of nuclear
warheads and the fissile
material for many more.

It has also unveiled
increasingly sophisti-

cated delivery systems,
including new solid-fuel
intercontinental ballistic
missiles (ICBMs) that
can launch with little
warning.

Kim, a day after his
reappointment as head
of the authoritarian
nation’s highest
policymaking body, the
State Affairs Commis-
sion, also did not mince
words about his south-
ern neighbour.

“We will designate
South Korea as the most
hostile state and deal
with it by thoroughly re-
jecting and disregarding
it,” Kim said.

The announcement
came despite repeated
overtures by President
Lee Jae Myung, a
doveish leader who took
office in June, for dia-
logue without precondi-
tions. Pyongyang has

ignored these gestures.
Pyongyang will

“make it pay mercilessly
— without the slightest
consideration or hesita-
tion — for any act that
infringes upon our Re-
public”, Kim added.

Nuclear guarantee
Hong Min, a senior

analyst at the Korea In-
stitute for National Uni-
fication, said that Kim’s
comments on consoli-
dating its nuclear status
showed Pyongyang
sees US actions in Iran
and Venezuela with
“deep concern and seri-
ousness”.

Andrei Lankov, a
professor at Kookmin
University in Seoul, said
that:

“Iran’s experience
once again confirmed
what the North Koreans
have always known,
[that] in the modern
world, the only security
guarantee is,  well ,
nuclear weapons.”

Donald Trump met
Kim in his first term and
there has been specula-
tion of a re-run when the
US president makes his
delayed visit to China
next month.

Kim, who was
greeted with cheering
crowds and received a
standing ovation in the
assembly, said on Mon-
day that the US is “car-
rying out acts of state
terrorism and aggres-
sion across the world”.

freedenniscoyle.com,
said he was “legally
working to support
Afghan communities
as an academic re-
searcher” when he
was detained.

They said he had
been held in “near-
solitary conditions, re-
quiring permission
even to use the bath-
room, and without ac-
cess to adequate

medical care”.
Coyle first trav-

elled to Afghanistan in
the early 2000s “to
survey Afghanistan’s
rich linguistic diversity
and help Afghan com-

munities develop re-
sources in their own
languages”, they
added.

“Throughout his
years of service, Den-
nis maintained a home

in Kabul and built
deep, meaningful rela-
tionships with the Af-
ghan people,” the
website read.

“Those who know
him speak with pro-
found appreciation for
both the man and his
work. Dennis has al-
ways embraced Af-
ghan culture with
genuine warmth —
sharing cups of tradi-
tional green tea, en-
joying dried fruit
snacks, and engaging
in the kind of heartfelt
conversations that
bridge cultures,” it
said.

“His love for the
Afghan people isn’t
just professional; it’s
personal and deeply
felt.”

Earlier this month,
US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said the
country had formally
placed Afghanistan on
its list of countries en-
gaged in “wrongful de-
tentions”.

The Afghan au-
thorities called it “re-
grettable” and pointed
to talks between the
two sides and previous
releases with media-
tors from Qatar.

ily in Kabul on Tues-
day.

Coyle, 64, was ar-
rested by the Afghan
authorities in January
2025, according to the
Foley Foundation,

which advocates for
the release of Ameri-
cans taken hostage or
arbitrarily detained
abroad.

A website set up
by his family,

Australia will also
be allowed to keep us-
ing some geographical
names, such as feta and
gruyere, in cases where
producers have used
the name for at least five
years. And European
carmakers will benefit
from Australia raising
the threshold for a luxury
car tax on electric ve-
hicles — three-quarters
will now be exempt.

The two sides also
agreed to step up de-
fence cooperation as
well as critical raw mate-
rials.

Addressing the
Australian parliament on
Tuesday, von der Leyen
described a world that
was “brutal, harsh and

unforgiving”.
In that context, she

said the EU and Austra-
lia were bound by com-
mon values and must
work together to mitigate
over-reliance on coun-
tries such as China for
rare-earth minerals.

“We cannot be over
dependent on any sup-
plier for such crucial in-
gredients, and that is
precisely why we need
each other,” she said

“Our security is
your security, and with
our new security and
defence partnership, we
have each other’s back.”

Beijing’s foreign
ministry urged the EU on
Tuesday to abandon its
“zero-sum thinking”.

“We hope the Euro-
pean side will… refrain
from adopting protec-
tionist measures, and
view China’s develop-
ment in a rational and
objective light,” spokes-
man Lin Jian said when
asked at a regular news
briefing about von der
Leyen’s comments.

Von der Leyen told
Australian lawmakers
that Tuesday’s agree-
ment on trade was a “fair
deal, and one that deliv-
ers for your businesses
and one that delivers for
our businesses”.

Under the deal, the
EU said it expected ex-
ports to Australia to
grow by a third over a
decade.

frain from speculation
and to await official an-
nouncements regarding
decisions and out-
comes,” he said.

The FO
spokesperson’s state-
ment came after several
international media out-
lets, including Reuters
and Axios, suggested
that Islamabad could
serve as a venue for po-

tential direct talks be-
tween US and Iranian
representatives in the
coming days.

The claim gained
traction because of US
President Donald
Trump’s hint on Mon-
day at discussions with
Iran in the next few days.
However, there has been
no official confirmation
from Pakistan, the US or

Iran regarding any such
arrangement.

Earlier, Andrabi said
in reply to a query by
Dawn, “If the parties de-
sire, Islamabad is always
willing to host talks.” He
recalled that Pakistan
had consistently advo-
cated for dialogue and
diplomacy to promote
peace and stability in
the region.

NEWS DESK: Eight
people were killed after
a Colombian air force
plane carrying 125 pas-
sengers crashed just af-
ter takeoff deep in the
country’s southern
Amazon region on Mon-
day. Military sources
said 71 people on board
had been rescued.

Colombian air force
Commander Fernando
Silva said in a video
posted on social media
that the plane was car-
rying 114 passengers
and 11 crew members,
and that authorit ies
were still investigating
the cause of the crash.

Defence Minister
Pedro Sanchez said ear-
lier on X the accident
happened as the
Lockheed Martin-built
Hercules C-130 was tak-
ing off from Puerto
Leguizamo on the bor-
der with Peru, as it trans-
ported troops.

“The exact number
of victims and the causes
of the crash have not yet
been determined,” he
said.

Footage from the
scene published by lo-
cal outlet  BluRadio
showed thick plumes of
smoke rising from the
wreckage. One video
showed the plane head-
ing towards the ground
just seconds after take-
off. BluRadio said the
crash took place just 3
km (2 miles) from an ur-
ban center. Two military
sources said 71 people
had been rescued from
the wreckage. Silva put
the figure at 48 in the
earlier video message.

US defence com-
pany Lockheed Martin
did not immediately re-
spond to a request for
comment. “I hope there
are no fatalities in this
horrific accident that
should never have hap-
pened,” President
Gustavo Petro said in a
post on X, in which he
criticised bureaucratic
obstacles for delaying
his plans to modernise
the military. “I will grant
no further delays; it is
the lives of our young
people that are at stake,”

he said. “If civilian or
military administrative
officials are not up to
this challenge, they must
be removed.”

Hercules C-130
planes were first
launched in the 1950s
and Colombia acquired
its first models in the
late 1960s. It has more
recently modernized
some older C-130s with
newer models sent from
the US under a law that
allows for the transfer of
used or surplus military
equipment. Additional
details of the plane in-
volved in the accident
were not immediately
available. Several candi-
dates in Colombia’s up-
coming May 31 presi-
dential  election ex-
pressed condolences to
the families of the in-
jured soldiers on social
media and called for an
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
Colombia’s Commander
General of the Armed
Forces Hugo Lopez
vowed to respond with
“the utmost responsibil-
ity, humanity and trans-

parency”. At the end of
February, another Her-
cules C-130 belonging to
the Bolivian Air Force
crashed in the populous
city of El Alto, barely
missing a residential
block. More than 20
people died in that inci-
dent and another 30 were
injured, and banknotes
from the plane’s cargo
scattered around the
city, prompting clashes
between residents and
security forces.

The troubled bor-
der area has been the
scene of heavy military
activity in recent weeks,
as the Colombian and
Ecuadoran militaries try
to tackle drug-running
cartels and militias.

Images from the
scene showed civilians
clambering around the
broken tail of the aircraft,
marked FAC 1016, as
smoke and flames bil-
lowed above the trees.

The crash is the
second by a C-130 Her-
cules aircraft in South
America in under a
month.
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Pakistan vows continued action against terror threats

Nation celebrates Pakistan Day amid
austerity due to Gulf war

National heroes remembered as
Pakistan Day celebrated

LHC rejects plea against
PM Shehbaz, Hamza's

acquittal in money
laundering case

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar on Monday
reaffirmed that Pakistan
remains firmly commit-
ted to eradicating the
menace of terrorism,

stating that the
country’s actions inside
Afghanistan are aimed
at achieving this objec-
tive.

Deputy Prime Min-
ister/Foreign Minister
Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar, Monday, ex-

pressed the hope that
amid the austerity mea-
sures adopted by the
Government in view of
the recent ongoing re-
gional conflicts, the na-
tion while sticking to the
values of unity, faith
and discipline would be

Pakistan emerges as
central diplomatic
player to mediate

US-Israel-Iran war : FT

Imran Khan undergoes third eye procedure
at PIMS Hospital

Dams in Kishtwar
displace 1,000  families,

intensify water war fears
PMD forecasts

sporadic rainfall
in Karachi from

tomorrow

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Pakistan
Te h r e e k - e - I n s a f
(PTI) founder Imran
Khan has undergone a
third eye procedure at
the Pakistan Institute
of Medical Sciences
(PIMS), where doc-
tors declared his vision
“satisfactory” follow-
ing a detailed exami-
nation.

Hospital authori-
ties said that the
former premier was
brought to the hospital
with his consent,
where he was admin-
istered a third anti-
VEGF injection as
part of his ongoing
treatment.

The procedure
was carried out in an
operation theatre un-

der strict medical pro-
tocols and precaution-
ary measures, it noted.

A medical board
assessed his condition
after the procedure
and expressed satis-
faction with his eye-
sight, the hospital said.

Officials stressed
that the PTI leader
remained stable
throughout and was
discharged shortly af-
ter the treatment.

Monday's proce-
dure marks the latest
phase in his eye care.
He was earlier shifted
to the hospital from
Adiala jail on February
24,

when he received
the second dose fol-
lowing a comprehen-
sive examination.

At the time, car-
diology tests, including
echocardiography and
an electrocardiogram,
had shown normal re-
sults, and he was de-
clared medically
stable.

On March 18, his
medical check-up was
completed by a newly
formed board com-
prising five doctors
and staffers at Adiala
jail following instruc-
tions from the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC).

Earlier this month,
the IHC directed the
capital city's chief
commissioner to con-
stitute a medical board
to assess his health
condition, while reject-
ing a petition seeking

steadfast and together
they would successfully
navigate this challenge
as well.

He said they were
celebrating the ‘Na-
tional Day’ at a time
when the region was en-
gulfed in conflicts and

the economic and politi-
cal repercussions of the
ongoing conflict have
affected them as well.

Extending warm
greetings to the nation,
Dar said, “Today we
honour the Pakistan
Resolution adopted on

March 23, 1940, under
which the Muslims of
the Subcontinent de-
manded a separate home-
land where they could
live according to the
principles of Islam.” Dar
said the brave nation
rendered countless sac-

rifices to achieve the
homeland envisaged in
this resolution.

Dar further said Pa-
kistan remained firmly
committed to eradicate
the menace of terrorism.
Pakistan’s actions inside
Afghanistan against the

JAMMU (INP): In a de-
velopment exposing the
dual agenda of demo-
graphic disruption and
strategic resource ma-
nipulation by the India’s
Modi regime, over one
thousand families have
been displaced by hy-
dropower projects in In-
dian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, in-
tensifying fears of a cal-
culated plan to control
water flows towards Pa-
kistan.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service, the
disclosure made in the
Indian Parliament con-
firms that at least 1,004
families in Kishtwar dis-
trict have been affected
by major hydroelectric
projects,  including
Dulhasti, Pakal Dul, Kiru
and Kwar.

Analysts say such
large-scale displace-
ment, coupled with inad-
equate rehabilitation
measures, reflects a sys-
tematic pattern of
marginalizing local popu-
lations while consolidat-
ing India’s grip over key
water resources origi-
nating from the region.

India’s Minister of
State for Power, Shripad
Naik, informed the Par-
liament that 60 families
were displaced by the
390 MW Dulhasti
project.

There is no formal
provision of jobs for
those affected by the
projects under approved
resettlement plans. This
has left hundreds of af-
fected families strug-
gling for livelihood and
basic rights.

Political analysts
and water policy experts
have warned that the
construction of multiple
hydropower projects
along the Chenab River
basin is not merely an
economic initiative but
part of a broader strat-
egy to regulate and po-
tentially restrict water
flow to Pakistan, in vio-
lation of the spirit of the
Indus Waters Treaty.

They argue that
such projects provide
India the capability to
manipulate water timing
and volume, posing se-
rious risks to Pakistan’s
agriculture and water
security.

I S L A M A B A D ,
March 23 (INP): The
nation celebrated Pa-
kistan Day today with
a renewed pledge to
transform the country
into a true Islamic and
welfare state in line
with the vision of
Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad Ali
Jinnah.

The day is cel-
ebrated to commemo-
rate the historic
Lahore Resolution
passed on 23rd
March, 1940, which
set the agenda of a
separate homeland for
Muslims of the Sub-
Continent. The day
dawned with 31-gun
salute in the federal
capital and 21-gun sa-
lute in provincial capi-
tals.

Special prayers
were offered in
mosques after Fajr
prayers for progress

and prosperity of the
country. Change of
guards ceremonies
were held at Mazar-e-
Quaid in Karachi and
Allama Iqbal’s mauso-
leum in Lahore.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif hoisted the Na-
tional Flag in Lahore to
mark the celebrations
of Pakistan Day.

Last week, the
government an-
nounced that it would
not hold the usual Pa-
kistan Day parade and
other ceremonial
events on March 23, in
light of the ongoing
Gulf oil crisis and the
resulting austerity
measures unveiled by
the government.

President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif have
paid tribute to the na-
tional heroes and to

the martyrs and ghazis
who sacrificed for the
creation and stability
of Pakistan. In their
messages on Pakistan
Day, they said un-
doubtedly, with the
blessing of freedom,
Pakistan stands as a
testament to the wis-
dom, determination,
perseverance, and
sacrifices of our an-
cestors.

The President and
Prime Minister said
the entire nation
stands resolute in up-
holding its proud tradi-
tions and remains ever
ready to face any chal-
lenge.

The President in
his message said that
despite early chal-
lenges after indepen-
dence, Pakistan made
significant progress
through determination
and cooperation, in-
cluding building strong

institutions, enhancing
defense capabilities,
and combating terror-
ism. Reaffirming
Pakistan's resolve
against security
threats, he stressed
that no group will be
allowed to use foreign
soil to act against the
country.

The Prime Minis-
ter in his message said
the government, has
steered Pakistan's
economy towards sus-
tainable growth de-
spite numerous chal-
lenges. He said sus-
tainable peace in
South Asia is linked to
the just resolution of
the Jammu and Kash-
mir issue and Pakistan
will continue to extend
moral, political, and
diplomatic support to
our brothers and sis-
ters in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

menace of Fitna-al-
Hindustan and Fitna-ul-
Khawarij/TTP were di-
rected towards this goal,
he added.

Dar said “Our brave
sons of the soil are sac-
rificing their lives in its
pursuit.

his transfer to a pri-
vate hospital.

The jailed PTI
founder was diag-
nosed with central reti-
nal vein occlusion
(CRVO),

a serious eye con-
dition, according to a
report submitted to the
Supreme Court by his
lawyer and the court's
amicus curiae, Salman
Safdar.

The condition oc-
curs when the main
vein draining blood
from the retina be-
comes blocked and is
often

associated with
cardiovascular risk
factors such as high
blood pressure, high
cholesterol, diabetes,
and heart disease.

LAHORE (INP): The na-
tion is set to celebrate
Pakistan Day on Mon-
day  with a renewed
pledge to transform the
country into a

true Islamic and
welfare state in line with
the vision of Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah.

The day is ob-
served to commemorate
the historic Lahore
Resolution passed on
23rd March in 1940, un-
der which Muslims of
the Sub-

continent set the
agenda of a separate
homeland for them-
selves. The day dawned
with thirty-one-gun sa-
lute in the federal capital
and twenty-one-gun sa-
lute in provincial capi-
tals.

Special  prayers
were offered in mosques

after Fajr prayers for
progress and prosperity
of the country.

Sindh Governor
Nihal Hashmi and Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah
paid their respects at
Mazar-e-Quaid. Mem-
bers of the Sindh cabi-
net were also present
with the Chief Minister.
They laid flowers at the
grave of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah
and offered Fateha.
Later, they recorded
their impressions in the
visitors’ book.

A change of guard
ceremony was held at
Mazar-e-Iqbal on the
occasion of Pakistan
Day. A smartly turned-
out contingent of the
Pakistan Air Force pre-
sented an impressive
march-past.

The Pakistan Air
Force took over the se-

curity responsibilities of
Mazar-e-Iqbal, which
were previously handled
by the Sutlej Rangers.
Air Vice Marshal Shahid
Afzal, Air Officer Com-
manding of PAF Airmen
Academy Korangi
Creek, was the chief
guest on the occasion.
He laid a floral wreath,
and offered Fateha at
the grave.

Meanwhile, ISPR
has released a special
national song 'Meri Mitti
Meri Jaan,  Pakistan
Zindabad' in connection
with Pakistan Day. The
national song carries a
strong message of pa-
triotism and national
unity in relation to Paki-
stan Day.

It may be recalled
that President Asif Ali
Zardari cancelled parade
by the armed forces in
view of the Gulf oil cri-

sis and austerity mea-
sures, on PM’s advice.

A post on the
President’s X account
said: “President Asif Ali
Zardari approves sum-
mary to cancel Pakistan
Day parade and related
events on March 23,
2026, in view of the Gulf
oil crisis and austerity
measures, on PM’s ad-
vice. Investiture cer-
emony has been re-
scheduled to 28 April.”

A statement issued
from the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) on March
17 stated that in the
backdrop of the ongoing
Gulf oil crisis and the
consequent austerity
measures announced by
the government, it was
decided that the Paki-
stan Day parade and as-
sociated ceremonial
events shall not be held
on March 23.

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore High Court has
dismissed a petition
filed against the acquit-
tal of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
Hamza Shehbaz in a
money laundering case,
upholding the registrar
office’s objection and
declaring the plea inad-
missible.

Chief Justice Aalia
Neelum heard the case
related to the Rs16 bil-
lion money laundering
allegations against
Shehbaz Sharif and
Hamza Shehbaz.

The petition was
filed by Advocate Vishal
Ahmed Shakir through
senior lawyer Aamir
Saeed Raan. During the
hearing, the petitioner’s
counsel argued that
Shehbaz Sharif secured
a favorable decision
within 15 days of becom-
ing Prime Minister.

He stated that both
Shehbaz Sharif and
Hamza Shehbaz had filed
acquittal pleas before in-
dictment, which were ac-
cepted by the Special

Central Court judge,
leading to their acquittal.

The lawyer con-
tended that the decision
was unlawful, alleging
that relief was granted to
the accused without
proper proceedings.

He maintained that
despite the presence of
nearly 100 prosecution
witnesses, the court is-
sued its verdict without
allowing the prosecu-
tion to present evidence
in a serious case involv-
ing billions of rupees,
and requested the court
to declare the trial
court’s decision null and
void. During the pro-
ceedings, Chief Justice
Aalia Neelum ques-
tioned the petitioner’s
legal standing, asking
how he was an affected
party in the case.

She remarked that
individuals cannot chal-
lenge court decisions
after several years with-
out being directly ag-
grieved and observed
that the matter did not
fall under public interest
litigation.

ISLAMABAD, March
24 (INP): As the war in-
volving the United
States, Israel, and Iran
enters its fourth week,
Pakistan has emerged as
a central  diplomatic
player, attempting to
broker a ceasefire and
prevent further regional
destabilization. Accord-
ing to a report by the Fi-
nancial  Times,
Islamabad is positioning
itself as the primary
venue for potential
peace talks between the
Trump administration
and Tehran. The diplo-
matic push involves
Pakistan’s top leader-
ship. Field Marshal Asim
Munir reportedly held a
phone call with U.S.
President Donald
Trump on Sunday to dis-

cuss de-escalation strat-
egies. Simultaneously,
Pakistani Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has maintained a
direct line of communi-
cation with Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud
Pezeshkian.

Sources familiar
with the matter told the
Financial Times that se-
nior Pakistani officials
are facilitating “back-
channel” messages be-
tween Tehran and key
U.S. figures, including
Jared Kushner and Steve
Witkoff. The goal is to
establish Islamabad as a
neutral ground where
both sides can meet to
resolve the ongoing Iran
war concerns and
broader Middle Eastern
hostilities.

KARACHI, March 24
(INP): The Pakistan Me-
teorological Department
(PMD) has forecast spo-
radic rainfall in Karachi
from tomorrow
(Wednesday).

The weather will re-
main partly cloudy to
cloudy in the city today,
and maximum tempera-
ture could soar to 33 Cel-
sius with 88 per cent hu-
midity.

The metropolis is
expected to receive
showers on March 25 to
29, coupled with strong
winds and thunder-
storm, weather depart-
ment said.

Hyderabad, Sukkur,
Dadu, Kashmore,
Jacobabad, Larkana, and
Kashmore districts of
Sindh also expected to

receive rainfall during
the forecast period.

The PMD on Mon-
day said that a western
weather system is ex-
pected to enter parts of
Balochistan on March
24 and intensify by the
night of March 27.

Under its influence,
wet spells are likely in
Balochistan’s Panjgur,
Turbat, Kech,

Awaran, Gwadar,
Pasni, Marwar, and other
districts including
Lasbela, Khuzdar,
Chagai,  Dalbandin,
Kalat,  Sibi,  Kohlu,
Quetta,  Barkhan,
Naseerabad, Loralai,
Ziarat, Chaman, Pishin,
Qila Abdullah, Qila
Saifullah,  Nushki,
Harnai, Zhob, Qalat, and
Mastung.

LARKANA: President Asif Ali Zardari in a meeting with the Interior, Finance and Petroleum Minis-
ters to review security, economic, and energy challenges at Bhutto House.

SINGAPORE: High Commissioner Rabia Shafiq with members of the Pakistani community and officials
at Pakistan House, Singapore, during the commemoration of the 86th National Day of Pakistan.

ABU DHABI: Ambassador Shafqat Ali Khan hoisting the national flag during the National Day of
Pakistan's ceremony held at the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in Abu Dhabi.
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Director Higher Education
Visits Government Girls Inter

College Tasp, Panjgur

Historic Pakistan Day Rally Held in Duki with
Strong Public Participation

Pakistan Day Celebrated with Simplicity and
Dignity in Harnai

DUKI: Like the rest
of the country, Paki-
stan Day (March 23)
was celebrated in Dis-
trict Duki with great
enthusiasm, where a
historic rally was orga-
nized on the special
directives of Parlia-
mentary Secretary
Sardar Masood Khan
Luni and Sardar
Khushdil Khan Luni.

The rally wit-
nessed massive par-
ticipation from tribal
elders, political and
social figures, youth,
and citizens from
walks of life.

It began from Luni
House, with partici-
pants carrying national
flags and chanting slo-
gans such as “Paki-
stan Zindabad” to ex-
press their patriotism.

The rally passed
through major roads of
the area and con-
cluded at Masjid
Road, where proper
security arrangements
were ensured to main-
tain a peaceful envi-

ronment.
At the conclusion

point, a public gather-
ing was held where
speakers highlighted
the historical signifi-
cance of March 23,
1940—the day when
Muslims of the sub-
continent resolved to
establish a separate
homeland,

later achieved un-
der the leadership of
Q u a i d - e - A z a m

Muhammad Ali
Jinnah.

Speakers de-
scribed Pakistan as a
great blessing of Allah
and emphasized the
responsibility of citi-
zens to value and pro-
tect it.

They also noted
that Pakistan, being
the only nuclear power
in the Muslim world,
serves as a source of
strength for the.

Addressing the
youth, speakers urged
them to contribute to
the country’s progress
through education,
unity, and hard work,
and to adopt Quaid-e-
Azam’s guiding prin-
ciples of “Faith, Unity,
Discipline” in their
daily lives.

The event con-
cluded with special
prayers for the
country’s security, sta-

bility, and prosperity,
along with a renewed
pledge to remain
united for the protec-
tion and development
o f
Pakistan.““Keywords:
Duki Pakistan Day
rally, March 23 cel-
ebration Duki, Sardar
Masood Khan Luni,
Khushdil Khan Luni,
Quaid e Azam mes-
sage, youth role Paki-
stan development

Health Department Deputy Secretary Visits Loralai
Teaching Hospital, Reviews Facilities and Services

HARNAI: Pakistan
Day (March 23) was
observed in District
Harnai with traditional
simplicity and dignity,
marked by a series of
meaningful events.

The main cer-
emony was held at
Government Boys
Model High School
Harnai, where Deputy
Commissioner Arshad
Hussain Jamali
hoisted the national
flag.

A smartly turned-
out police contingent
presented a guard of

honor, while senior dis-
trict officials attended
the event.

The ceremony
was graced by Deputy
Commissioner Arshad
Hussain Jamali as the
chief guest, accompa-
nied by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Saleem
Tareen.

The event began
with the recitation of
the Holy Quran, fol-
lowed by the flag-
hoisting ceremony and
inspection of the police
salute.

Among those
present were District
Education Officer
Ghulam Haider
Tareen, SP Police
Abdul Hafeez
Jakhrani, DDO
Mushtaq Ahmed,
Principal Shamsuddin,
along with members of
civil society and teach-
ers. Speakers paid trib-
ute to the historic sig-
nificance of March 23,
1940, and the of
Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad Ali Jinnah
in the creation of Pa-
kistan.

They emphasized
the importance of fol-
lowing the guiding
principles of unity,
faith, and discipline to
ensure the country’s
progress and stability.

The ceremony
concluded with special
prayers for the
nation’s security and
prosperity. Officials
reaffirmed their com-
mitment to follow the
vision of the founding
father to lead Pakistan
toward development
and success.

The simple yet

impactful event in-
spired a renewed
sense of patriotism
among the younger
generation, encourag-
ing them to play an
active role in the
country’s growth and
future. Keywords:
Harnai Pakistan Day
celebration, Arshad
Hussain Jamali,
March 23 event
Balochistan, Govern-
ment Boys Model
School Harnai, unity
faith discipline Paki-
stan, youth patriotism
Pakistan

PANJGUR: Professor
Muhammad Hussain
Baloch, Director of Col-
leges & Higher Educa-
tion Balochistan, con-
ducted an official visit to
Government Girls Inter
College Tasp, Panjgur to
review its academic and

administrative opera-
tions.

During the visit, he
conducted a detailed in-
spection of all major de-
partments, including
classrooms, laborato-
ries, and administrative
offices, and assessed
the overall educational

environment and institu-
tional performance.

While inspecting
the college, the Director
identified certain gaps in
essential facilities and
assured the college ad-
ministration that these
needs would be ad-

dressed on a priority ba-
sis to further enhance
institutional effective-
ness.

He also appreciated
the efforts of the college
management for effi-
ciently running the insti-
tution despite limited re-
sources.

At the conclusion
of the visit, College Prin-
cipal Professor Mushtaq
Ahmed Gichki thanked
the Director for his guid-
ance, support, and com-
mitment to improving the
quality of education at
the college.

Keywords: Panjgur
Girls College inspection,
Muhammad Hussain
Baloch visit, Govern-
ment Girls Inter College
Tasp, Balochistan edu-
cation updates,  aca-
demic performance re-
view, college develop-
ment initiatives

Pakistan Day Celebrated with
Enthusiasm in Sherani, Grand

Ceremony Held in Stano Raghah
SHERANI: A grand and
dignified ceremony was
held in Sherani Town
Stano Raghah to mark
Pakistan Day (March

23), with active partici-
pation from people be-
longing to walks of life.
Deputy Commissioner
Sherani Hazrat Wali
Kakar attended the
event as the chief guest.

Prior to the cer-
emony, a large rally was
led by him, showcasing
strong patriotic spirit
and deep attachment to
the significance of Paki-
stan Day. Following the
rally, the Deputy Com-
missioner hoisted the
national flag, while a
smartly turned-out po-
lice contingent pre-
sented a guard of honor,
adding to the solemnity
of the occasion.

The ceremony was
attended by government

officials, tribal elders,
teachers, students, and
members of civil society
in large numbers.

The stage proceed-

ings were conducted by
Abdul Wahab Sherani,
who efficiently managed
the event.

Students from vari-
ous educational institu-
tions delivered passion-
ate speeches highlight-
ing the historical, na-
tional, and ideological
importance of March 23.

They paid tribute to
the sacrifices of the
founding generation
and emphasized the prin-
ciples of unity, faith,
and discipline for the
country’s stability and
progress. Outstanding
students were also
awarded prizes for their
performances.

Addressing the
gathering, Deputy Com-

missioner Hazrat Wali
Kakar stated that March
23 is a day of pride and
honor for the nation, re-

minding us of the sacri-
fices and determination
of Muslims of the sub-
continent that led to the
creation of Pakistan.

He stressed that
understanding the sig-
nificance of this day and
promoting national
unity and patriotism is a
collective responsibility.

The ceremony con-
cluded with special
prayers for Pakistan’s
peace, prosperity, stabil-
ity, and development.

Keywords: Sherani
Pakistan Day ceremony,
Hazrat Wali Kakar, Stano
Raghah event, March 23
celebration Sherani,
unity faith discipline Pa-
kistan,  student
speeches Pakistan Day

LORALAI: Deputy
Secretary Health
Hameedullah Nasir
paid a brief visit to the
Teaching Hospital
Loralai to review
healthcare facilities
and ongoing arrange-
ments.

During the visit,
Deputy DHO Dr.
Shah Zaman Hamza
Zai, Operation The-
ater Incharge Dr.
Jaffar Khan Ghalzai,
and Supervisor Ishaq
Khan Nasir briefed
him on various hospi-
tal departments.

They highlighted
key issues faced by
the hospital and pro-
vided details about

measures taken during
Ramadan and the up-
coming Eid period.

The Deputy Sec-
retary inspected dif-
ferent sections of the
hospital and reviewed
the duty roster to as-
sess staff availability

and service delivery.
Speaking on the

o c c a s i o n ,
Hameedullah Nasir
emphasized that the
health sector is of criti-
cal importance, as it is
directly linked to serv-
ing humanity.

He stated that no
negligence will be tol-
erated in providing
healthcare services,
while good perfor-
mance will be encour-
aged and appreciated.

K e y w o r d s :
Loralai Teaching Hos-

pital visit,
Hameedullah Nasir,
health department
Balochistan, hospital
inspection Pakistan,
Ramadan healthcare
arrangements, public
health services
Balochistan

Pakistan Day Celebrated with
Enthusiasm at DIG Office Loralai
LORALAI: Like the rest
of the country, Pakistan
Day (March 23) was cel-
ebrated in Loralai with
great national spirit. A
dignified ceremony was
held at the DIG Office
Loralai, where Deputy
Inspector General of Po-
lice Loralai Range Junaid
Ahmed Sheikh attended
as the chief guest.

The event was at-
tended by SSP Loralai
Dr.  Fahad Ahmed,
SDPO Kareem
Mandokhail ,  Afzal
Utmankhail (son of MPA
Haji Toor), along with
police officers, person-
nel, and other distin-
guished guests in large
numbers.

The ceremony be-
gan with the recitation
of the Holy Quran, fol-
lowed by the national
anthem. A well-disci-
plined police contingent
presented a guard of
honor, and the national

flag was hoisted amid
chants of “Pakistan
Zindabad.

In his address, DIG
Junaid Ahmed Sheikh
highlighted the histori-
cal importance of March
23, 1940, stating that it
marked a decisive mo-
ment for Muslims of the
subcontinent, ultimately
leading to the creation of
Pakistan.

He emphasized that
the day is an opportu-
nity to renew commit-
ment to Quaid-e-Azam’s
guiding principles of
unity, faith, and disci-
pline.

He urged police of-
ficers and personnel to
prioritize public service,
uphold the rule of law,
and ensure the protec-
tion of citizens’ lives and
property.

He stressed that
maintaining law and or-
der and delivering jus-
tice with honesty, dedi-

cation, and profession-
alism are the fundamen-
tal responsibilities of
the police.

The DIG further
noted that in the current
circumstances, the role
of police has become
even more crucial, and
every officer must per-
form duties diligently to
maintain public trust.

The ceremony con-
cluded with special
prayers for the
country’s peace, stabil-
ity, and progress, along
with tribute to the mar-
tyrs of Pakistan. Partici-
pants reaffirmed their
commitment to serving
the nation and maintain-
ing peace.

Keywords: Loralai
Pakistan Day ceremony,
DIG Junaid Ahmed
Sheikh, police event
March 23, Balochistan
police celebration, unity
faith discipline Pakistan,
law and order Pakistan

Pakistan Day Celebrated with
Enthusiasm at Shahrag School in Harnai

S H A H R A G /
HARNAI: A dignified
and vibrant ceremony
was held at Government
Boys Higher Secondary
School Shahrag to com-
memorate the historic
Pakistan Resolution of
March 23, 1940.

The event was pre-
sided over by Principal
Muhammad Younas
Malazai and attended by
teachers, local elders,
and a large number of
students, who paid trib-
ute to the martyrs of the
Pakistan Movement.

The ceremony be-
gan with the recitation
of the Holy Quran and

Naat, followed by the
flag-hoisting ceremony
in the school premises.

Students presented
colorful tableaux on na-
tional songs and created
a lively atmosphere by
singing popular patri-
otic songs like “Dil Dil
Pakistan.”

Speakers high-
lighted the significance
of March 23,

stating that it re-
minds the nation of the
of Muslims of the sub-
continent,

which led to the
creation of an indepen-
dent homeland.

In his presidential

address,  Principal
Muhammad Younas
Malazai urged students
to equip themselves with
education and play their
role in safeguarding the
ideological frontiers of
the country.

He noted that the
youth of Shahrag pos-
sess immense talent, and
such events help con-
nect them with the true
objectives behind the
creation of Pakistan.

Speakers also
stressed that the
country’s progress de-
pends on the principles
of unity, organization,
and strong faith.

Pakistan Forest Day: MRDL Leads Green
Initiative with Large-Scale Tree Plantation Drive

Riaz Hussain
Baloch:
In a renewed push for
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability, MCC
Resources Develop-
ment Limited
(MRDL) marked Pa-
kistan
 Forest Day with a
tree plantation cam-
paign at its project site,
highlighting its long-
term commitment to
eco-friendly develop-
ment.

As part of the ini-
tiative, over a hundred
saplings were planted
to support efforts
aimed at restoring and
improving the sur-
rounding environment.

The activity re-
flects the company’s
ongoing dedication to
green practices, as
such plantation drives
have become a regu-
lar feature of its annual
calendar.

The event brought
together Chinese and

Pakistani leadership
along with employees,
who

actively partici-
pated in the plantation
effort. The joint activ-

ity not only promoted
environmental aware-
ness but also fostered
collaboration and
stronger professional
bonds between the

two sides.
MRDL empha-

sized that it will con-
tinue to prioritize sus-
tainable practices and
community engage-

ment, aiming to create
a healthier environ-
ment while contribut-
ing to the region’s
long-term ecological
balance.
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JI chief flays govt for ‘burdening’ common
 citizen with high petroleum prices

OGDCL commences oil production from
development well in Hyderabad

Fertiliser sector on edge amid Gulf crisis

PTA gives go-ahead for Telenor, Ufone merger

NEWS DESK: Esca-
lating geopolitical ten-
sions in the Middle
East, combined with
disruptions to Qatari
gas exports and the
closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, have caused
a significant shock
across global fertiliser
markets.

The Gulf region,
which accounts for
nearly one-third of the
world’s urea exports,
has experienced a
sharp decline in pro-
duction and logistics
capacity, resulting in
severe supply short-
ages and unprec-
edented price in-
creases.

International urea
prices have increased
to $740-750 per tonne,
reflecting the com-
bined effects of feed-
stock shortages, ship-
ping disruptions, and
rising market uncer-
tainty. For economies
reliant on imports, par-
ticularly in South Asia,
the crisis has caused
delayed shipments,
decreased availability,

NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Telecommunica-
tions Authority (PTA)
has granted technical
approval for the merger
of Telenor Pakistan and
Ufone, and the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
will be informed of the
development on Tues-
day.

Since the Pakistan
Telecommunication
Company Ltd (PTCL) is
a listed company and
Ufone is its key subsid-
iary, the company secre-
tary will inform the PSX
that Ufone was techni-
cally a part of PTCL.

Meanwhile, a senior
PTCL official, respond-
ing to Dawn’s query,
stated that no further
approvals from the
board were needed, as
the required permis-
sions for the takeover
and merger of Telenor

Pakistan had already
been granted.

“Legal approvals
are the next steps, and
for that, an application
for amalgamation will be
filed in the Islamabad
High Court soon,” the
official added.

The amalgamation
takes up to four weeks
to complete, and matters
related to court cases are
cleared during the pro-
cess.

Amalgamation pro-
cess to take 4 weeks

“This is a legal re-
quirement to check if the
parties concerned do not
have any litigation re-
lated to individuals,
bank loans, tax authori-
ties, consumers or other
telcos in this case,” said
a senior PTCL executive,
adding that during the
process the input is ob-
tained from the State

Bank, Federal Board of
Revenue and legal de-
partments from both the
Telenor Pakistan as well
as the PTCL.

Meanwhile,  the
NOC granted by the
PTA allows Ufone to
implement the integra-
tion process with
Telenor Pakistan.

The backend tech-
nical teams of both com-
panies will begin to con-
verge on the spectrum
and reduce the number
of telecom towers.

The merged com-
pany of Telenor Pakistan
and Ufone has around
26,000 telecom towers,
many of which are lo-
cated in close vicinity.

While the newly
merged company can
shut down such towers,
the PTA has set condi-
tions for towers shared
by other telcos, includ-

and significantly
higher procurement
costs,” worries a se-
nior executive of the
Fertiliser Manufactur-
ers of Pakistan Advi-
sory Council — a col-
lective forum of all
major fertiliser pro-
ducers in Pakistan, in
an interview with
Dawn.

For Pakistan,
where urea is a vital
input for staple crops
like wheat and rice,
the implications are
considerable. Current
estimates suggest the
landed cost of im-
ported urea is be-
tween Rs13,700 and
Rs14,700 per bag,
compared to the do-
mestic price of ap-
proximately Rs4,400
per bag.

This margin, more
than three times
higher, underscores
the extent of exposure
managed through do-
mestic production.

DAP imports vul-
nerable to supply dis-
ruptions

At the core of this

resilience is Pakistan’s
local fertiliser industry.
By utilising domestic
gas resources and es-
tablished production
infrastructure, local
producers have main-
tained a continuous
supply, protecting
farmers from global

price fluctuations.
Currently, the industry
holds approximately
0.9 million tonnes of
urea in stock, suffi-
cient to meet demand
for the upcoming
Kharif season, pro-
vided plant operations
persist throughout the

year.
The stabilising

function of domestic
production goes be-
yond affordability. In
farming systems,
fertiliser use is closely
linked to yield out-
comes. Rising input
costs often lead to re-

duced application,
which in turn hampers
crop productivity and
fuels food inflation. By
maintaining a stable
price, the domestic
fertiliser industry has
effectively broken this
inflationary cycle, pro-
tecting both farm eco-

nomics and broader
food security.

However, the situ-
ation presents a differ-
ent challenge for Di-
Ammonium Phosphate
(DAP). Domestic
DAP production re-
mains structurally lim-
ited, estimated at
around 0.7 million
tonnes annually,
mainly from a single
manufacturing plant.
C o n v e r s e l y ,
Pakistan’s total DAP
requirement ranges
from 1.3 million to
2.3m tonnes annually,
making the country
heavily reliant on im-
ports.

This structural
deficit renders Paki-
stan particularly vul-
nerable to extended
disruptions in the
Middle East. Any on-
going restrictions on
global DAP supplies
could cause sharp
rises in international
prices, potentially ex-
ceeding the volatility
observed in urea mar-
kets. In this context,
maintaining a continu-

PSX rallies 1,200 points after Eid break
NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Stock Exchange’s
benchmark KSE-100 in-
dex on Tuesday gained
over 1,200 points.

The index gained
1,225.99 points, or 0.80
per cent, to close at
153,966.36 points, from
the previous close of
152,740.37 points.

The KSE-100 rose
to an intraday high of
157,442.68 points at
around 9:30am, then de-
clined to an intraday low
of 153,382.00 points at
2:36pm, before settling
at 153,966.36.

Topline Securities,
in a statement, noted
that the day began on a
“hopeful note, as the lo-
cal bourse took cues
from the buoyant inter-
national markets”.

“Easing geopoliti-
cal tensions and a dip in
global oil prices set the
stage for optimism, invit-
ing bulls to charge early
into the session,” it said.

It said that the mo-
mentum picked up
quickly and drove the
index to a “strong
intraday high of +4,702
points, reflecting re-
newed confidence
across the board”. How-
ever,  as the day un-
folded, the enthusiasm
began to fade, it said.

Topline Securities
said that the trading ac-
tivity was “slim — a si-
lent warning that the rally

ous gas supply to the
country’s only DAP
production plant is cru-
cial to reducing reli-
ance on external
sources.

The ongoing cri-
sis, therefore,
emphasises a key
policy priority: domes-
tic fertiliser production
must be seen as a
strategic asset rather
than just a commercial
activity.

The capacity to
produce and supply
vital agricultural inputs
locally has proven its
value as a buffer
against external
shocks, helping to
safeguard economic
stability and food se-
curity.

“As global supply
chains continue to face
uncertainty, the lesson
is clear. In times of in-
ternational disruption,
it is domestic industrial
capacity that maintains
agricultural continuity
— keeping fields pro-
ductive, markets
stable, and food sys-
tems secure,” he says.

NEWS DESK: The
Oil and Gas Develop-
ment Company Lim-
ited (OGDCL) on
Tuesday announced
the successful com-
mencement of oil pro-
duction from its devel-
opment well Pasakhi-
13 in Hyderabad,
marking Pakistan’s
first successful hori-
zontal oil well in a clas-
tic reservoir.

According to a
statement by the com-
pany, Pasakhi-13 is
currently producing
460 barrels of oil per
day (BPD). The well

was drilled to a mea-
sured depth of 2,966
metres, including a
546-meter horizontal
section, the company
said in a statement.

Advanced geo-
steering technology-
enabled precise navi-
gation within a narrow
3 metre drilling win-
dow, ensuring optimal
placement within the
reservoir ’s sweet
spot, it added.

It stated that the
well was completed
and tested using a
short-string electric
submersible pump

(ESP),
s p e c i f i c a l l y

optimised for horizon-
tal well configurations.

Despite challeng-
ing reservoir condi-
tions, the horizontal
drilling approach has
significantly enhanced
reservoir exposure,
resulting in nearly
three times higher pro-
duction compared to
offset wells under
similar conditions, it
said.

Pasakhi-13 is part
of the Pasakhi and
Pasakhi North Devel-
opment and Produc-

tion Lease, where
OGDCL holds 100 per
cent working interest.

This achievement
reinforces OGDCL’s
commitment to inno-
vation, technical ex-
cellence,

and the deploy-
ment of advanced
technologies aligned
with global standards,
the company said,

adding it rein-
forced its role in boost-
ing indigenous hydro-
carbon production and
contributing to
Pakistan’s long-term
energy security.

ing Jazz and Zong.
The PTA has also

imposed another restric-
t ion: any franchisee
must be given at least six
months’ notice before
their contract is termi-
nated.  The existing
Telenor SIM number will
continue on the Ufone
network.

Currently, there are
around 202m mobile
phone subscribers, in-
cluding 74.19 million for
Jazz and 53.90m for
Zong. The total number
of mobile subscribers
for the merged company
will be around 72.45m.
However, it is expected
that the number will drop
by 10pc as many sub-
scribers have SIMs from
both Ufone and Telenor,
and after the merger,
these subscribers will
shift to Jazz or Zong net-
works.

lacked strong hands be-
hind it” despite a “prom-
ising start”.

“With volumes fail-
ing to support the surge,
the market gradually
gave up a significant
portion of its gains,” it
added. It said that de-
spite the index settling
with a gain of 1,225
points, it remained “well
off its peak”.

“Market activity re-
mained subdued, with
total volumes clocking
in at 375 million shares,
while turnover stood at
Rs22.97 billion,” the
statement said. K-Elec-
tric Limited (KEL) “domi-
nated the volumes chart,
with trading surpassing
35m shares,” Topline Se-
curities said. It should be
mentioned that K-Elec-
tric appointed a new
CEO earlier in the day.

“On the index front,
h e a v y w e i g h t s

ENGROH, Fauji Fertiliser
Company, Lucky Ce-
ment Limited, Systems
Limited, and the Hub
Power Company Limited
led the charge, collec-
tively contributing
+1,184 points,” Topline
Securities said.

“Conversely, MCB
Bank, National Bank of
Pakistan, Sazgar Engi-
neering Works Limited,
Kohat Cement Company
Limited, and Nestle
acted as key laggards,
dragging the index down
by 237 points,” it added.

Last week, PSX ex-
tended its decline for an
eighth consecutive
week, with KSE-100 clos-
ing lower in a holiday-
shortened trading period
ahead of Eidul Fitr.

The market oper-
ated for four sessions
during the final week of
Ramazan, while the cur-
rent week was also

shortened due to the
Pakistan Day holiday on
March 23.

Topline Securities
Ltd said on Monday
that the KSE-100 index
declined 0.73pc week-
on-week to close at
152,740 points, losing
1,126 points. The de-
crease was mainly due to
rising geopolitical ten-
sions in the Middle East,
particularly the US-Is-
rael conflict with Iran,
which drove volatility in
global energy prices and
eroded investor confi-
dence. Analysts at Arif
Habib Ltd had observed
increased volati l ity
throughout last week,
driven by ongoing geo-
political uncertainty and
selling pressure. They
had expected market di-
rection to remain tied to
geopolitical develop-
ments and post-
Ramazan sentiment.

NEWS DESK: Jamaat-i-
Islami chief Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman on
Tuesday once again
criticised the govern-
ment for its major hikes
in petroleum prices —
following the closure of
Hormuz Strait — and
termed them a burden on
the common citizen.

Earlier this month,
the government hiked
the prices of petrol and
high-speed diesel by
Rs55 per litre to manage
the impact of the US-Is-
rael war on Iran, which
has triggered a global oil
crisis affecting many
countries, including Pa-
kistan.

Although Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
last week said he had
twice rejected recom-
mendations for further
increasing petrol and
HSD prices, they effec-

tively remain un-
changed at Rs321.17 and
Rs335.86 per litre, re-
spectively.

Addressing a press
conference in Lahore to-
day, the JI chief said the
20 per cent increase in
the petroleum develop-
ment levy (PDL) had
pushed prices to Rs120–
125 per litre, affecting
journalists, students,
workers, and riders.

“The government
can reduce petrol prices
by cutting the levy,” he
suggested, adding that
thermal power units us-
ing petrol should also
see immediate reduc-
tions. Rehman linked ris-
ing prices to broader
government mismanage-
ment and called for in-
vestigations into agree-
ments with Independent
Power Producers (IPPs),
claiming the economy is

under strain in what he
described as a “war-like
situation”.

He claimed: “Even if
we remove the levy, the
IMF (International
Monetary Fund) argues
that targets will not be
met, but no Pakistani
company has the capac-
ity to challenge the gov-
ernment in an interna-
tional court under the
current system.”

In the government’s
latest move aimed at
absording the impact of
the global oil crisis, PM
Shehbaz on Sunday an-
nounced a Rs200 per li-
tre increase in the levy
on high-octane fuel, a
premium-grade petro-
leum product used
mainly in luxury ve-
hicles.

“This decision will
reduce the burden on the
economy; the richest

class in the country will
bear the burden,” a state-
ment by the PM’s Office
said.

Assails Trump for
Middle East war

Rehman also
criticised the ongoing
hostilities in the Middle
East, stating: “The war
should stop, and it has
become clear that the US
and Israel have suffered
a defeat. They attacked
and claimed they would
change regimes.

“They even cel-
ebrated the assassina-
tion of Ayatollah
Khomeini,” the JI chief
added, referring to Iran’s
slain supreme leader.

Commenting on US
President Donald
Trump, Naeem said,
“Trump keeps claiming
success in the first hour,
but they were defeated.
It once again proves that
he does not understand
history; he operates on
a business agenda and
aims to control the world
through power.”

Naeem linked do-
mestic challenges to in-
ternational threats, in-
sisting that the US and
Israel remain hostile to
Pakistan.

He praised the Pal-
estinians and Iranians
for resisting oppression
and stressed the need
for Pakistan to
recognise its “real en-
emies” to protect its de-
fence,  nuclear
programme and ideol-
ogy.
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South Africa clinch 19-run win over New
Zealand in fourth T20

ICC names Sahibzada Farhan player of
the month for Feb after ‘stellar’

 performance with bat at T20 World Cup

Hockey: Back on the Ture Again

PSL to go ahead sans spectators, matches limited to Lahore and Karachi under austerity drive

Foreign players start arriving as PSL 11 nears

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Hockey has burst into
the limelight, both on
and off the field.

Although not much
was right over the last
15 years, the recent
events and their conse-
quences were largely
unforeseen. It started
immediately after
Pakistan’s participation
in the second leg of the
Pro League in Australia.
The results weren’t un-
expected. Against Ger-
many and Australia,
ranked third and fifth re-
spectively,  the then
14th-ranked Pakistan
lost all four matches.

The issue of non-
payment of players’ dai-
lies had become the
norm. But this time, as
soon as the players re-
turned to Pakistan, they
complained of poor treat-
ment. Captain Ammad
Shakeel Butt blamed the
team management and
the Pakistan Hockey
Federation (PHF), stating
that there were no hotel
bookings for them on
their arrival in Australia.
The players were roam-
ing the streets for hours.
Later, they were lodged
in substandard accom-
modations, where the
rooms had to be shared
between four or five
players.

“We had to prepare
our own food, and clean
rooms, utensils and toi-
lets.  In all  previous
tours, meals were ar-
ranged through official
hotel bookings. This is
the first time in history
that we were told to man-

age our own food within
the daily allowance,”
the team captain said.

He simply declared
that the players
wouldn’t work with the
team management: head
coach Tahir Zaman, as-
sistant coaches Usman
Sheikh and Zeeshan
Ashraf and video ana-
lyst Nadeem Lodhi. It set
alarm bells ringing. Paki-
stan had to depart for
Ismailia, Egypt, in less
than a week for the all-
important World Cup
qualifiers.

Unable to feature in
the FIH World Cup’s
previous two editions,
the Pakistan hockey
team have finally quali-
fied for the next one, to
be played in Belgium
and the Netherlands in
August.  It’s  been a
rocky road but it’s a first
step…

Enough is enough
Finally, the powers

that be, who should have
acted much earlier, took
decisive steps. On the

NEWS DESK: South
Africa’s spinners played
a decisive role as the
tourists won the fourth
Twenty20 international
against New Zealand by
19 runs on Sunday to
square the five-match
series 2-2.

New Zealand were
well placed to clinch the
series midway through
their chase in
Wellington after the Pro-
teas scored 164-5.

However, from 88-3
after 10 overs, they lost
wickets in rapid succes-
sion to be all out for 145
off 18.5 overs.

It sends the series,
played between weak-
ened sides from both
countries, to a decider in
Christchurch on
Wednesday.

The match swung
in favour of South Africa
when spinners Keshav
Maharaj and Prenelan
Subrayen turned the
screws through the
middle stages of the
chase.

Captain Maharaj is
comfortably the most
experienced member of
an experimental tour
squad and proved hard
to score from as he took

directive of the prime
minister — the ex-officio
patron-in-chief of the
PHF — the federation’s
president Tariq Bugti
and the secretary-gen-
eral Rana Mujahid ten-
dered their resignations.

An ad hoc setup,
with the federal secre-
tary of the Inter-Provin-
cial Coordination (IPC)
ministry, Mohyuddin
Ahmad Wani,  as its
president,  was an-
nounced. In a quintes-
sential Tariq Bugti act,
the outgoing president
had slapped a two-year
ban on Captain Ammad
Butt, his last act in of-
fice. The ad hoc presi-
dent lifted the ban as his
first act.

The entire team
management was
changed. The new
coach, World Cup-win-
ner Khawaja Junaid has
had numerous coaching
assignments with the
national senior and jun-
ior teams, without
achieving anything no-

table.  His assistant,
Azfar Yaqoob, is a new-
comer. The experienced
Sultan Ashraf took on
the duties of video ana-
lyst.

In a wonderful ges-
ture, Mohsin Naqvi, the
president of the Paki-
stan Cricket Board (the
only self-financed
sports body in Paki-
stan), met the members
of the hockey team. He
lamented the mistreat-
ment of the players dur-
ing the Australian tour.
The players received
cheques of one million
rupees each, which
Naqvi had previously
announced as a reward
for their second posi-
t ion at  the Nations
Hockey Cup. World Cup
Qualifiers The 2026
World Cup will feature
16 teams. Nine teams
had already qualified:
the two co-hosts, five
continental champions,
and the winners of the
past two Pro Hockey
League events.

NEWS DESK: The HBL
Pakistan Super League
(PSL) 11 is set to com-
mence on March 26 amid
unprecedented circum-
stances, with several
overseas players having
arrived in Lahore to join
their franchises for the
tournament.

The 11th edition,
running until May 3, fea-
tures eight teams com-
peting in 44 matches,
but the event has under-
gone significant revi-
sions due to a severe
fuel crisis triggered by
the ongoing conflict in
West Asia involving
Iran, the United States
and Israel. Zimbabwe
all-rounder Sikandar
Raza, a key retention for
Lahore Qalandars, Aus-
tralian batter Marnus
Labuschagne (direct
signing for debutants
Hyderabad Kingsmen),
fast  bowler Riley
Meredith, Sri Lankan
wicket-keeper-batter
Kusal Perera, and New
Zealanders Devon
Conway and Mark
Chapman have reached
Lahore.

Bangladeshi con-
tingent including
Mustafizur Rahman,
Nahid Rana and Parvez

Hossain Emon are ex-
pected late tonight, with
PCB officials anticipat-
ing the arrival of nearly
all foreign players by
Tuesday night.

The tournament’s
format has been re-
shaped following gov-
ernment directives on
energy conservation.
Init ially scheduled
across six venues—in-
cluding debuts for
Faisalabad and
Peshawar—the PCB
scaled operations to
only Lahore (Gaddafi
Stadium) and Karachi,
each hosting 22
matches. All games will
be played behind closed
doors until the regional

conflict concludes, with
the opening ceremony
cancelled as part of aus-
terity measures. The fuel
shortage stems from dis-
ruptions in global oil
supplies, particularly
through the Strait of
Hormuz, prompting na-
tionwide restrictions on
movement, school clo-
sures, work-from-home
policies and extended
holidays. The opening
fixture pits defending
champions Lahore
Qalandars against new
entrants Hyderabad
Kingsmen at Gaddafi
Stadium. Hyderabad
Kingsmen, owned by
Amer ican-Pakis tani
businessman Fawad

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
Chairman Mohsin Naqvi
said on Sunday that the
11th edition of the Paki-
stan Super League (PSL)
would go ahead sans
spectators while
matches would be held
only in Karachi and
Lahore in line with the
government’s austerity
drive.

The tournament,
which is set to begin on
March 26, will feature
eight teams and 44
matches. It was initially
scheduled to be held
across six venues —
Lahore,  Karachi,
Rawalpindi, Multan,
Peshawar,  and
Faisalabad.

However, address-
ing a press conference
in Lahore on Sunday, the
PCB chairman said the
board, after holding con-
sultations with the gov-
ernment and security
agencies, had decided
that the tournament “will
go ahead as scheduled
[..] but a few difficult
decisions had to be
taken”.

Noting the
government’s austerity
drive, which was
launched in the wake of
the global fuel crisis trig-
gered by the US-Israel’s
war on Iran and aimed at
fuel saving measures,
the PCB chairman said,
“On one hand, 25,000 to
30,000 people will be

gathering at stadiums
and on the other hand,
we are telling people to
restrict their movement.

“So until this crisis
ends […] we will not al-
low crowds in the stadi-
ums,” Naqvi said, add-
ing that it was a “diffi-
cult decision” which had
to be taken.

He further an-
nounced the cancella-
tion of the PSL’s open-
ing ceremony in line
with the government’s
efforts to minimise ex-
penses.

He said that the
“gate money” loss the
franchises would face
due to the absence of
spectators would be
“accommodated by the
PCB”.

Naqvi also an-
nounced that matches
would only be held in
two cities — Lahore and
Karachi. He said the de-
cision was taken to “limit
movement”.

He also took the op-
portunity to apologise
to the fans in Peshawar,
where matches were
scheduled to be held. “I
had made a promise but
unfortunately because
of the situation,  we
could not go ahead,” he
said.

He added that those
who had already bought
tickets for the matches
“will be given refunds
within 72 hours”.

Naqvi said that the

players would begin ar-
riving “today and tomor-
row”.

“We cannot post-
pone because we did not
have any window to
hold it later in the year,”
the PCB chairman said,
adding that “we must
not go forward with a
limited mindset”.

“Technically, it was
up to the PCB to decide,

but we have taken all the
franchises into confi-
dence,” Naqvi added.

In a later press re-
lease, the board said, “In
consultation with the
government of Pakistan,
and in line with the offi-
cially announced na-
tional austerity and re-
source conservation
measures, the PSL has
introduced a revised op-

erational plan for the
2026 edition of the tour-
nament.”

It said that to sup-
port the efficient use of
energy and public re-
sources in light of the
prevailing regional geo-
political situation, the
number of host venues
had been streamlined
from six to two.

“Additionally, un-

der the revised govern-
ment standard operating
procedures, matches will
initially be held without
spectators. This opera-
tional adjustment has
been made purely in
support of the broader
national conservation
effort and to ensure that
the tournament is con-
ducted in the most effi-
cient and responsible

manner,” it said.
“The league re-

mains confident that the
passion of its audience,
combined with innova-
tion in coverage, will
make this edition one of
the most widely
watched in its history,”
it said.

According to the
new schedule,  44
matches will be taking

Sarwar (who also owns
Chicago Kingsmen in
the US minor league),
mark one of two fresh
franchises this season,
adding intrigue to the
league’s expansion.

The PCB has as-
sembled a high-calibre
panel of match officials.
Sir Richie Richardson,
from the ICC Elite Panel
of Match Referees and a
former West Indies cap-
tain, will make his PSL
debut. He has prior ex-
perience in Pakistan,
having officiated four
Tests and three T20Is
between 2017 and 2024,
including the Pakistan
vs World XI T20I series
at Gaddafi Stadium.

2-22 off four overs.
Subrayen, playing

his first T20 interna-
tional, bowled Dane
Cleaver for 26 to spark
New Zealand’s middle
order crumble and fin-
ished with 2-13 off three
overs. Maharaj said his
side played with more
energy than in defeats in
Hamilton and Auckland.

“It was a perfect re-
sponse to two disap-
pointing losses in a
row,” he said.

“Coming into this
game, you could see
there was a little bit more
energy and hunger.

place in a space of 39
days with Lahore and
Karachi hosting 22
matches eache.

“The opening
match between
Hyderabad Kingsmen
and Lahore Qalandars
remains intact, while
Lahore will also see
Eliminator 1, 2 and the
final. Qualifier will be
played in Karachi,” the
PCB said.

Two weeks ago, the
government announced
unprecedented auster-
ity measures to cope
with the fuel crisis trig-
gered by the US-Israeli
war on Iran after hiking
petroleum products’
prices earlier this month.

The measures in-
cluded a 50 per cent cut
in fuel allowance for of-
ficial vehicles and a four-
day work week. It was
also decided that 50pc of
staff in the public sector
would work from home;
however, those provid-
ing essential services
are exempt. On Thurs-
day, the government had
appealed to the public to
adopt fuel-conservation
measures to “avert the
risk of petroleum prod-
ucts’ supply getting af-
fected in the coming
days”. A day later, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said that he had rejected
recommendations for
further increasing the
prices of petroleum
products.

“We are a young
team, finding our way in
international cricket so it
takes a little bit of time.”

Opener Tim
Robinson top-scored
with 32 for New Zealand
while Proteas paceman
Gerald Coetzee took 3-
31. South Africa’s in-
nings were dominated
by 57 off 36 balls from
wicketkeeper Connor
Esterhuizen.

He was dismissed
by a spectacular outfield
catch from Katene
Clarke, on his interna-
tional debut, off Ben
Sears’ bowling.

NEWS DESK: The Inter-
national Cricket Council
(ICC) on Monday de-
clared Pakistan opener
Sahibzada Farhan as
ICC Men’s Player of the
Month for February af-
ter his “stellar display
with the bat” at the re-
cent T20 World Cup.

In a press release,
the global cricket body
said, “Pakistan opener
Sahibzada Farhan has
grabbed the ICC Men’s
Player of the Month for
February 2026 owing to
a stunning ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup 2026
campaign in Sri Lanka.”

“The highest run-
getter of the marquee
event finished with 383
runs in seven matches
(six innings) at an aver-
age of 76.60, which in-
cluded two hundreds
and as many half tons.

“The hard-hitting
right-hander had a su-
perb run at the global
event, boasting a strike
rate of 160.25 while
breaking a longstanding
Virat Kohli’s record of
most runs at the T20
World Cup in a single
edition,” the ICC said.

Farhan has become
the first male Pakistani
player to achieve this
title since pacer Haris
Rauf in November 2024.

He was also the

only Pakistani player in-
cluded in the 12-member
Team of the Tournament
for the 2026 season of
ICC T20 World Cup, the
ICC press release stated.

It quoted Farhan as
saying, “It’s an incred-
ible feeling to win this
ICC award, especially for
performances on the
World Cup stage, where
fans from all over the
world are watching ev-
ery moment. That makes
it even more special.

“It was truly a tour-
nament I’ll always cher-
ish, and I’m determined
to carry this momentum
forward in the series and
competitions ahead. I’m
deeply grateful to my
teammates for their con-
stant support and belief

in me — this wouldn’t
have been possible with-
out them.”

The press release
further mentioned that
the opener also became
the first batter to score
two centuries in a single
global event — against
Namibia and Sri Lanka
— of the shortest format.

“Farhan attained a
new career-high rating
on the latest Men’s T20I
Batting rankings as he
moved to second spot
post an outstanding ton
against Sri Lanka in
Pallekele,” it said.

Moreover, “he was
also involved in a record
partnership of 176 runs,
the highest for any
wicket in T20Is, with
Fakhar Zaman. Despite

the efforts and the five-
run victory against the
co-hosts, Pakistan
couldn’t qualify to the
semi-final stage due to a
lesser net run rate”.

Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi con-
gratulated Farhan on
winning the ICC Player
of the Month award.

A statement issued
by the PCB quoted
Naqvi as saying that
Farhan’s feat was a
source of pride for Paki-
stan cricket and a reflec-
tion of his “hard work
and professional ap-
proach”. “I hope that he
will maintain consis-
tency in his perfor-
mances,” Naqvi was
quoted as saying.
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Pakistan stands ‘ready, honoured’ to host US-Iran
talks, says PM Shehbaz

LHC sustains objection on plea
against acquittal of PM Shehbaz,
his sons in money laundering case

‘Two-strikes’ rule for promotion deemed unlawful:
Islamabad High Court

Sindh govt on high alert as PMD forecasts another rain
spell starting tomorrow

CERT warns ‘hostile actors’
could exploit supply chains to
target national infrastructure

NEWS DESK: The
Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Tuesday
sustained an objection
on the maintainability
of a petition filed
against the acquittal of
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and his
sons in a Rs16bn
money laundering
case.

LHC Chief Jus-
tice Aalia Neelum
heard the plea filed by
a young lawyer as an
“objection case”. The
office of the LHC’s
registrar had objected
to the maintainability
of the petition, ques-
tioning the locus standi
(the right to bring a le-
gal action to a court)
to agitate the matter.

During the hear-
ing, the chief justice
asked the petitioner’s
counsel, Amir Saeed
Rawn, how his client
was an aggrieved
party in the matter.

The LHC chief
justice noted that the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA), the
prosecuting agency,
had not filed any ap-

peal against the ac-
quittal judgment of the
trial court.

To the court’s
query, the counsel said
the decision was is-
sued in December
2022 despite the avail-
ability of substantial
evidence in the case.
He alleged that the
FIA had colluded with
the accused to secure
the acquittal from the
trial court.

The counsel fur-
ther contended that
courts could be ap-
proached even with a
delay in matters of
public interest.

However, Chief
Justice Neelum up-
held the objection
raised by the
registrar’s office.

Legal experts say
that an appeal against
acquittal or conviction
in criminal cases can
only be filed by the
prosecution or the de-
fence.

The FIA had
booked PM Shehbaz
and his sons —
Hamza and Suleman
Shehbaz — in No-

vember 2020 under
Sections 419, 420, 468,
471, 34 and 109 of the
Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, read with
Section 3/4 of the
Anti-Money Launder-
ing Act 2010.

In October 2022,
a special court had ac-
quitted

PM Shehbaz and
his son Hamza in the
money laundering
case, saying there was
no probability of con-
viction even if the
prosecution’s evidence
collected during the in-
vestigation was re-
corded. In July 2023,
the trial court also ac-
quitted Suleman.

The trial court had
also ordered the Es-
tablishment Division
secretary to initiate
action against former
adviser to the prime
minister on account-
ability, Mirza Shahzad
Akbar, and officials of
the FIA for launching
a frivolous and base-
less prosecution
against PM Shehbaz
and other suspects in
the case.

NEWS DESK: The
National Computer
Emergency Response
Team (National
CERT) on Tuesday is-
sued a cybersecurity
advisory warning that
hostile actors may ex-
ploit supply chains to
target critical national
infrastructure, includ-
ing power, banking,
and defence systems.

The advisory
highlights that even
minor lapses during
the delivery of hard-
ware and software
could trigger large-
scale system failures.

flagged vendors with
unknown ownership
structures as a signifi-
cant risk factor, urging
institutions to ensure
transparency and due
diligence in procure-
ment processes.

It noted that reli-
ance on a single sup-
plier could create sys-
temic vulnerabilities,
where a breach in one
entity might disrupt
entire sectors such as
the national power grid
or banking network.

Institutions have
been directed to adopt
tamper-proof mecha-

of critical national in-
stallations.

The warning un-
derscores the urgent
need for strengthened
cybersecurity frame-
works as Pakistan’s
digital infrastructure
continues to expand
and integrate across
sectors.

Earlier this month,
multiple Pakistani tele-
vision channels,
websites and mobile
applications came un-
der coordinated
cyberattacks. The
main attack happened
at the state-owned sat-

nisms and tracking
systems for transport-
ing sensitive equip-
ment.

A d d i t i o n a l l y,
organisations are re-
quired to promptly re-
port suspicious net-
work traffic and un-
usual software
behaviour to relevant
authorities.

National CERT
has further instructed
institutions to imple-
ment a zero-trust se-
curity model, ensuring
that all devices are au-
thenticated before be-
ing connected to net-
works.

The advisory
emphasised that ne-
glecting supply chain
security could lead to
the complete paralysis

ellite of the country,
Pak-Sat, as a result of
which several TV
channels suffered
transmission issues.

The same week,
the National
Ass-embly was in-
formed that a firewall
was necessary for the
country’s cyber de-
fence and that further
investments would be
made to protect
Pakistan’s digital
boundaries. Minister
for IT and Telecom
Shaza Fatima
Kha-waja highlighted
the importance of
cybersecurity and said
several mea-sures
had been taken to
strengthen the protec-
tion of citizens’ digital
space.

The alert comes
amid growing global
concern over supply
chain vulnerabilities,
where state-spon-
sored cyber espionage
has increasingly ex-
tended into logistics
and manufacturing
stages.

CERT cautioned
that all hardware de-
liveries should be
treated as potential
security risks and sub-
jected to strict inspec-
tion protocols. It fur-
ther warned that un-
verified software up-
dates could introduce
hidden backdoors into
the national digital in-
frastructure, posing
long-term security
threats.

The advisory also

NEWS DESK: Sindh’s
Chief Secretary Asif
Hyder Shah on Tuesday
ordered all district ad-
ministrations to remain
on “high alert” in view
of further expected rains
in the province this
week.

The Paki-s-tan Me-
t e o r o l o g i c a l
Depar-tment (PMD) has
predicted showers in
parts of Sindh between
March 25 and March 29,
with occasional gaps.

Chairing a meeting,
the chief secretary di-
rected the Sindh Provin-
cial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA)
to issue an immediate
advisory on the situa-
tion.

All commissioners,
deputy commissioners
(DCs) and assistant
commissioners partici-
pated in the meeting,
which was attended vir-
tually by most, and were
directed to be present in
the field for the next
seven days.

Noting the PMD’s
prediction of rainfall,
Shah directed the PDMA
to issue an advisory on
the situation. He also or-
dered the district admin-
istrations and local gov-
ernment institutions to
remain fully mobilised
and in the field.

He directed the
meeting to ensure the
“availability and func-
tionality of all necessary
machinery for drainage”
and to take emergency
measures to maintain the
flow of traffic. Immediate
action was also directed
against “dangerous”
billboards, as rain and
strong winds pose a haz-
ard. The chief secretary
also issued instructions
for an awareness cam-
paign to be run to inform
the public about the situ-
ation and directed all rel-
evant insti tutions to
take preliminary mea-
sures to ensure full
readiness for the upcom-

ing spell of rain.
PDMA issues advi-

sory
In Monday’s state-

ment, the PMD pre-
dicted rainfall and thun-
derstorms across the
country from March 24
to March 30 with “occa-
sional gaps”.

Subsequently, the
Sindh PDMA on Tues-
day issued a province-
wide alert warning of rain
and strong winds in the
coming days, urging au-
thorities and the public
to take precautionary
measures.

PDMA Director
General Salman Shah
said several districts, in-

cluding Karachi, Thatta,
Badin,  Hyderabad,
Sukkur,  Dadu,
Kashmore, Jacobabad
and Larkana, could be
affected by the weather
system.

The PDMA di-
rected its staff to remain
on alert with necessary
machinery in place to re-
spond to any emer-
gency situation. Au-
thorities warned that
strong winds and pos-
sible hailstorms could
damage weak structures
and solar panels.

Officials also cau-
tioned that standing
crops in various areas
may suffer losses due to

adverse weather condi-
tions, while a drop in
temperature is expected
during the period.

Citizens were ad-
vised to avoid unneces-
sary travel, while tourists
and commuters were
urged to exercise cau-
tion. Farmers were also
asked to take preventive
measures to protect their
crops.

The PDMA said all
DCs and relevant de-
partments have been in-
structed to remain on
high alert and “advance
arrangements” have
been ensured to effec-
tively deal with any
emergency situation.

NEWS DESK: The
Islamabad High Court
has invalidated a statu-
tory regulatory order
(SRO) barring senior bu-
reaucrats from promo-
tion to BS-22 after two
deferrals or rejections,
reshaping promotion
criteria for Pakistan’s
senior civil service.
Justice Raja Inaam
Ameen Minhas, presid-
ing over a cluster of writ
petitions, declared the
“ R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n
Amendment” (SRO
255(I)/2025) as uncon-
stitutional and “ultra
vires” the parent statute,
effectively reversing the
recommendations of the
29th High Powered Se-
lection Board (HPSB).
The legal battle centred
on the amendment, noti-
fied on March 5, 2025,
which stipulated that
any officer considered
and not recommended
for promotion to the
top-tier BS-22 grade on
two occasions would be
permanently ineligible
for future consideration.
The court found the
provision “irrational”
and “constitutionally
impermissible.” Justice
Minhas noted that a de-
ferral could occur for
reasons unrelated to an
officer’s merit, such as

an incomplete service
record, being on train-
ing, or a temporary lack
of vacancies.
By treating such proce-
dural delays as equiva-
lent to a finding of un-
suitability, the rule im-
posed a “major penalty”
without the due process
guaranteed by the Con-
stitution, the judgment
said.
The ruling addressed
seven petitions filed by
senior BS-21 officers
who were passed over
for promotion.
The case of M. Aamir
Zulfiqar Khan, a veteran
of the Police Service of
Pakistan,  was high-
lighted by the court as a
“stark illustration of ir-

rational decision-mak-
ing”.
Despite having satisfac-
tory performance re-
ports, the board rated
him poorly on integrity
and leadership without
citing specific facts.
The court also criticised
the practice of keeping
Mr Khan as an Officer on
Special Duty (OSD) with-
out assigned responsi-
bilities since early 2023.
Similarly, Owais Nauman
Kundi of the Pakistan
Administrative Service
had his “satisfactory”
service record acknowl-
edged by the board,
which simultaneously
recorded unexplained
adverse assessments of
his competence and

public service sprit.
A major factor in the
court’s decision was the
violation of natural jus-
tice, observing that of-
ficers were superseded
without being informed
of the specific reasons.
The judgement
emphasised that while
bureaucrats do not have
an absolute right to pro-
motion, they have an
“indefeasible right to be
fairly and lawfully con-
sidered”.
The court also rejected
the government’s plea
of “confidentiality” for
the selection board’s
minutes, ruling that such
secrecy cannot be used
to shield decisions from
judicial review.

While voiding the “two-
strikes” rule, the court
upheld the “Chairman
Amendment” (SRO
243(I)/2025). It ruled that
Muhammad Ishaq Dar
could lawfully chair the
HPSB as he held the post
of Federal Minister for
Foreign Affairs, fulfilling
the requirement for a
“Federal Minister
authorised by the Prime
Minister”.
The inclusion of parlia-
mentarians Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari  and
Khawaja Muhammad
Asif for consultation
was also declared valid.

The court issued sev-
eral directives, ordering
that the peti tioners’
cases be reconsidered
by the HPSB based on
“discernible criteria”
and documentary evi-
dence. Any adverse find-
ings must be communi-
cated to the officers
within 14 days.
The government was
also directed to assign
M Aamir Zulfiqar Khan
a posting appropriate to
his rank within 30 days.
As part of the relief, the
court directed that
Sohail Ali Khan, an of-
ficer of the Information
Group, be considered for
a “proforma promotion”.

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said on Tuesday that Pa-
kistan stood “ready and
honoured” to host
“meaningful and conclu-
sive talks” between the
US and Iran.

“Pakistan wel-
comes and fully sup-
ports ongoing efforts to
pursue dialogue to end
the war in the Middle
East, in the interest of
peace and stability in
the region and beyond,”
he said in a post on the
social media platform X.

“Subject to concur-
rence by the US and
Iran, Pakistan stands
ready and honoured to
be the host to facilitate
meaningful and conclu-
sive talks for a compre-
hensive settlement of
the ongoing conflict,”
he said.

PM Shehbaz’s
statement came shortly
after the Foreign Office
(FO) urged the media to
refrain from speculation
and await official an-
nouncements when
asked about reports of
Islamabad being a pos-
sible venue for talks be-
tween the US and Ira-
nian representatives
amid the ongoing
Middle East conflict.

“Pakistan, consis-
tent with its
longstanding policy, re-
mains committed to the
resolution of the ongo-
ing conflict  in the

Middle East/Persian Gulf
through diplomatic
means and engage-
ments,” FO spokesper-
son Tahir Andrabi said
in response to queries
about the reports.

“Diplomacy and ne-
gotiations often require
that certain matters be
advanced with discre-
tion. The media is there-
fore encouraged to re-
frain from speculation
and to await official an-
nouncements regarding
decisions and out-
comes,” he said.

A day earlier,
Andrabi said in re-
sponse to a query by
Dawn, “If the parties de-
sire, Islamabad is always
willing to host talks.” He
recalled that Pakistan
had consistently advo-
cated for dialogue and
diplomacy to promote

peace and stability in
the region.

The developments
come as several interna-
tional media outlets, in-
cluding Reuters and
Axios, suggested that
Islamabad could serve
as a venue for potential
direct talks between US
and Iranian representa-
tives in the coming days.

The ongoing con-
flict in the Middle East,
which has entered its
fourth week, began with
the US and Israel launch-
ing attacks on Iran on
February 28. The strikes
also resulted in the as-
sassination of then-su-
preme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.

On Monday, Paki-
stan took centre stage in
a coordinated diplomatic
push alongside Turkiye
and Egypt for de-esca-

lation, as the trio ap-
peared instrumental in
securing a five-day
pause of US plans to
strike Iranian energy and
power infrastructure, of-
ficials said, describing
the effort as going be-
yond routine crisis man-
agement. US President
Donald Trump publicly
announced the pause
on strikes on Monday,
claiming Washington
had held “very good
and productive conver-
sations” with Tehran
over the previous couple
of days that could lead
to a “complete and total
resolution” of hostili-
ties. The pause, how-
ever,  remains condi-
tional and limited to
strikes on Iranian power
plants and major energy
assets, with fighting
continuing across mul-

tiple fronts.
Reporting by the

Financial Times and
Axios suggested that
senior officials from the
three countries sepa-
rately engaged with US
Special Envoy Steve
Witkoff and Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, relaying posi-
tions between the two
sides.

The exchanges
were indirect, with no
direct contact reported
between Washington
and Tehran.

The scope of the
backchannel discus-
sions went beyond an
immediate pause. Offi-
cials said the exchanges
focused on de-escala-
tion, reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz, and the
parameters of a broader
end to the war.

On Monday, Iranian
Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Esmail
Baghaei, while confirm-
ing that messages had
been conveyed in recent
days through several
“friendly countries”,
said the Iranian re-
sponse was centred on
its “principled posi-
tions”.

Iran also denied
any direct or indirect ne-
gotiation with the Trump
administration or
Witkoff, framing the US
announcement as an at-
tempt to influence mar-
kets.


