
First Digital,Print Daily of Balochistan Editor: Asim Khan.

QUETTA VOICE
Email address:dquettavoice@gmail.com

Friday 27, March, 2026

Website: www.quettavoice.com

Page No 3 Page No 8Page No 5

SPORT

Page No 7

High-level meeting chaired by
president stresses national...

NATIONAL
Trump threatens to 'unleash hell' if

Iran rejects latest US proposal

BALOCHISTAN
Turbat University Ranking
Improves Significantly...

INTERNATIONAL

Sinner
powers

past
Michelsen
to reach
Miami
quarter-
finals

Balochistan Train Service Suspended on March 27,
2026 Due to Track Repairs and Technical Issues

4th Pakistani
national killed in

UAE due to ‘falling
debris’ from missile

interception

NEWS DESK:

Another Pakistani national died
due to “falling debris” from mis-
sile interception in Abu Dhabi in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
on Thursday, the Abu Dhabi Me-
dia Office said.

The development takes the
total number of Pakistani nation-
als killed in the UAE as a result of
falling debris from missile inter-
ceptions amid the ongoing US-
Israeli war on Iran to four.

In a post on X earlier in the
day, the media office said that an
incident “involving falling de-
bris” from the interception of a
ballistic missile resulted in

“deaths of two unidentified
individuals, three injuries, and
damage to a number of cars”.

 It said that the incident oc-
curred on Sweihan Street.

In a later post, it confirmed
that the incident resulted in the
death of “two individuals of Pa-
kistani and Indian nationality”.

It added that the incident also
resulted in “injuries ranging from
serious to moderate sustained by
three individuals of Emirati, Jor-
danian and Indian nationality”.

“The public is advised to ob-
tain information only from official
sources and to avoid spreading
rumours or unverified informa-
tion,” it said.

The Pakistan Embassy in the
UAE, in a post on X, expressed
grief at the loss of the Pakistani
national.

NEWS DESK:

Quetta: In a significant update for
rail passengers, Pakistan Rail-
ways has announced a complete
suspension of train services
across Balochistan on March 27,
2026.
       The decision has been made
due to urgent railway track re-
pairs, maintenance work, and
technical issues to ensure pas-
senger safety and prevent any
potential accidents.

According to railway au-
thorities, the well-known Jaffar
Express (Quetta to Peshawar) will

Two Miners Dead in Coal Mine Gas Leak in
Duki Chamalang, Balochistan

not depart as scheduled.
Similarly, the Peshawar to

Quetta Jaffar Express will be
stopped at Jacobabad and sent
back.

This disruption is expected
to affect thousands of passen-
gers who regularly travel between
Balochistan, Sindh, Punjab, and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In addition, Bolan Mail
(Quetta to Karachi) and the
Chaman Passenger Train are al-
ready suspended.

As a result, there will be a
complete halt of railway opera-
tions in Balochistan for the day.

Key Highlights:

Date of Suspension: March
27, 2026

Reason: Track maintenance,
railway repairs, technical faults

Affected Trains: Jaffar Ex-
press, Bolan Mail, Chaman Pas-
senger

Regions Impacted: Quetta,
Jacobabad, Karachi, Peshawar,
Chaman

Duration: Temporary (ex-
pected for one day)

Railway officials have con-
firmed that this is a temporary
suspension,

 and train services will resume
immediately after the completion
of repair work.

Ticket Refund
Policy

Passengers who have
booked tickets for March 27 are
eligible for a full refund. The re-
fund process has been made
simple and quick to ensure no fi-
nancial loss.

Impact on
Travelers

The suspension creates dif-
ficulties, especially for people in
remote areas of Balochistan,
where trains are considered the
most affordable and reliable mode
of transportation.

 This situation highlights the
need for long-term railway infra-
structure improvements in the re-
gion.

Railway authorities stated
that passenger safety remains the
top priority, and services will re-
turn to normal as soon as mainte-
nance is completed.

Alternative Travel
Options

Passengers are advised to
arrange alternative travel, includ-
ing:

Bus services
Private transport
Domestic flights (if available)

NEWS DESK:

Duki: In a tragic incident, at least
two coal miners lost their lives
after a toxic gas leak inside a coal
mine in the Chamalang area of
Duki district, Balochistan.

According to reports, the
miners were working deep inside
the mine when poisonous gas
accumulated, causing them to
lose consciousness.

Rescue teams and fellow
workers rushed to the site and
launched an operation, but both
miners were found dead.

Officials stated that such in-
cidents are often caused by the
buildup of methane or other toxic
gases,

which are common hazards
in coal mining operations. Similar
accidents have repeatedly oc-
curred in the region due to poor
ventilation systems and lack of
safety measures.

The bodies of the deceased
miners were later recovered and
shifted to a nearby hospital be-
fore being handed over to their
families.

Ongoing Safety Concerns
Coal mining in Balochistan,

particularly in areas like Duki and
Chamalang, remains highly dan-
gerous.

Frequent accidents are
linked to:

Accumulation of toxic gases
Inadequate safety protocols
Lack of modern detection

equipment
Poor enforcement of mining

regulations
Experts highlight that hun-

dreds of miners face life-threat-
ening risks daily, and many inci-
dents go underreported.

Need for Urgent Reforms
This latest incident once

“In this difficult time, we
stand with the bereaved family,
offering our heartfelt condo-
lences and prayers,” it said.

It added that the embassy
was in “close coordination” with
the local authorities to “extend all
possible support and to facilitate
the earliest repatriation of the de-
ceased”.

On March 17, a Pakistani na-
tional was killed due to “falling
debris” following the interception
of a ballistic missile in the UAE,

while on March 8, a Pakistani
driver was killed when “debris
from an aerial interception” fell
onto a vehicle in Dubai’s Al
Barsha area late.

Another Pakistani national
— identified as Mureed Zaman
— was killed due to falling debris
in Abu Dhabi on February 28,

the same day the war began,
with the US and Israel launching
attacks on Iran.

Separately, a fisherman from
Gwadar was killed on March 8 af-
ter the debris of an Israeli projec-
tile intercepted by Iranian air de-
fence systems hit his boat in Ira-
nian waters.

again underscores the urgent
need for:

Improved mine safety stan-
dards

Proper ventilation systems
Gas detection technology
Strict monitoring by authori-

ties
Authorities are expected to

investigate the incident, while la-
bor groups continue to demand
better protection and compensa-
tion for miners working under
hazardous conditions.

File Photo: Jaffar Express in Qeutta Balochistan

Armed men rob
students in college
van near Karachi's

New Town area
NEWS DESK: Armed robbers
looted a Jinnah Medical and Den-
tal College transport van in
Karachi on Thursday morning
near Medicare, Karachi while it
was picking up a female student,
within the jurisdiction of New
Town Police Station.

According to police, three
suspects riding a motorcycle en-
tered the van, pulled out weap-
ons and said,

“Assalam-o-Alaikum, ladies
and gentlemen. Hand over what-
ever you have”.

Students in the van said the
robbers frightened passengers,
prompting some to scream. Dur-
ing the incident, the suspects
snatched four mobile phones, one
student’s bag and another
student’s jewellery before fleeing
the scene.
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The Looming threat of Climate
Crisis in Pakistan

Sardar Mengal:
Climate change is un-
leashing its worst ef-
fects in the form of
heavy rainfalls and di-
sastrous floods. Inter-
governmental Panel on
Climate Change had al-
ready waved multiple
red flags about dire
consequences of cli-
mate change in Paki-
stan. The authorities
should have been on
their toes in response to
the contours of the cri-
sis but we witnessed
everything otherwise.

Balochistan Vul-
nerable to Climate Cri-
sis

It is noteworthy
that almost 30 districts
of Balochistan have
been badly hit by the
current climate emer-
gency. People who
were already drowning
in man made disasters
of inflation, poverty,

political crisis are cur-
rently drowning in a
Natural disaster.
Nushki, Khuzdar,
Lasbela, Bolan and Jhal
Magsi received much
of the inflictions of
flash floods.

People were left
stranded to flow with
the waves as seen in
footages, circulating on
social media. Unfortu-
nately, disturbing pic-
tures of dead bodies of
children covered with
mud, families who
were sitting helplessly
on debris of their
houses and sinking
valuables of the people
couldn’t awaken the
government from its
stupor. Even more
gloomily, the enraging
waves of floods-en-
gulfing lives and prop-
erty, converting every-
thing into dust & debris
and wreaking havoc all

around- couldn’t merit
breaking news on na-
tional media.

Prior disregard and
later delayed response
have multiplied inflic-
tions of the catastro-
phe.

Loss of land com-
munication has further
isolated the stricken ar-
eas making true estima-
tion of destruction
more exhausting.

Timely decision
and act can reduce the
effect of Climate
Change

To stop ballooning
problems into crisis;
rescue, relief and reha-
bilitation operations
should be carried out
on full scale as the cur-
rent pace is insufficient
to meet the require-
ment. NDMA and
PDMA need to reach
out to the peripheral
areas that are out of the

radar.
It’s high time for

the provincial and fed-
eral coalition govern-
ment to pay special at-
tention to those whose
lives are at the stake.
Political parties need to
rise above the tradi-
tional politics and
launch concerted ef-
forts to help out the ca-
lamity stricken at the
earliest. Social welfare
organisations should
come forward to heal
the lesions of suffering
humans. On national
media, there should be
special discourse and
discussion on settle-
ment and rehabilitation
of the affected people.

In addition to en-
suring; re-building of
eroded infrastructure,
compensation for
losses, clean water, ad-
equate supply of food,
there should be numer-

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan

ous measures in pipe-
line to overcome the
post-flood outcomes
such as increased risk
of infectious diseases.
The flood-stricken area
can become a breeding
ground for many health
related problems. Sup-
plying preventive medi-
cines and upholding
precautionary mea-
sures can halt the on-
slaught of infectious
diseases.

The state machin-
ery in its all forms
should come into play
to navigate a safe pas-
sage out of this hurri-
cane of climate emer-
gency enveloping us
now.

The author is a fi-
nal year MBBS student
at King Edward Medi-
cal University Lahore,
Pakistan. He can be
reached on twitter via
@SardarMengal11.

By Shakoor Khan:
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community Help
(TEACH) project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah,  Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.

“IRC is striving
hard to promote girl’s
education in
Balochistan besides im-
parting vocational
trainings on financial lit-
eracy and trades to make
them financially inde-
pendent,” said Shareef
Mengal, Head of IRC
Balochistan during a
policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of
girl’s  education in
Balochistan held in col-
laboration with UK aid at
local hotel here.

Balochistan Educa-
tion minister
Naseebullah Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from the
Education ministry, Di-
rectorate of Special Edu-
cation,

Literacy, Non-For-
mal Education & Human
Rights Department,
Balochistan Assess-
ment and Examination
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Balochistan Textbook
Board , Policy Planning
Implementation Unit ,
Provincial Institute of
Teachers Education,
Education Support
Programme, Global Part-
nership of Education,
German Agency for In-
ternational Cooperation,
United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emer-
gency Fund Society for
Community Strengthen-
ing and Promotion of
Education, Balochistan,
Institute for Develop-
ment Studies and Prac-
tices, Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation
Agency also attended
the event.

The event hosted
conversations with mul-

tiple stakeholders in-
cluding education ex-
perts and government
functionaries on the
barriers faced by girls in
the province in pursu-
ing their education and
discussed possible so-
lutions to combat those
barriers.

salient feature
of the

 project IRC
While highlighting

the salient feature of the
project IRC chief in
Balochistan Shareef
Mengal said under the
‘Girls Learn’ stream of
the project, 22,000 girls
received classes on
Package A, B and C of
non-formal curriculum,
of them 4000 enrolled in
mainstream formal
schooling system.

Under’ Girls Earn’

stream of the project,
7000 girls completed
Package A of the non-
formal curriculum, out of
these 7000 girls, 5000 re-
ceived training on finan-
cial literacy and business
development planning.
2400 girls received train-
ing on 8 vocational
trades and toolkits and
250 girls received finan-
cial grants to start a busi-
ness.

Naseebullah Marri,
Education Minister
Balochistan, on the oc-
casion urged that ‘We
must do our part to re-
move the barriers faced
by girls in the region so
that every girl can pur-
sue her education and
become a valuable mem-
ber of society”

‘The Government is
making all out efforts to
combat the low literacy
rate which has affected

girls from all ethnic
groups, and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds,”

We are committed
to assist and contribute
to building economically
prosperous, and edu-
cated Balochistan, so
every child has access to
education.

He however wel-
comed the support ex-
tended by the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee
for providing educa-
tional and vocational
training opportunities,
saying he is very grate-
ful for the on-ground ini-
tiative of community-
based schools in
Balochistan.”

Abdul Rauf Baloch
– Secretary Secondary
Education on the occa-
sion appreciated the
contributions of IRC for
girls’ education in
Balochistan.

He shared that edu-
cation is a complex sub-
ject which cannot be dis-
cussed without WASH,
health and other facili-
ties.

This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-
evant departments and
stakeholders who
should play their role ef-
fectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his re-
marks said that “We as a
society need to commit
to prioritize and focus on
Girls’ Education through
adequate resources.
Girls’ education in
Balochistan is one of the
biggest challenges faced
by the country and to
deal with it we must work
with innovative methods
like Non-Formal Educa-
tion.

” He further added

that, “Over the years, we
have realized that if girls
are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and
provide access to life-
long learning opportuni-
ties like productive skills
and life-skills within
communities.

Girl’s education is
correlated with
lower rates of

poverty
The panel discus-

sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
makers and practitioners
to understand that girl’s
education is correlated
with lower rates of pov-
erty and improved health
outcomes. While stimu-
lating dialogue,  the
stakeholders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to girls’

education by providing
gender inclusive facili-
ties and quality of edu-
cation.

The event was a
culmination of three ses-
sions where the first was
hosted to discuss the
barriers faced by girls in
pursuing their educa-
tion. The panelists of
the first session classi-
fied the barriers into 3
categories: Cultural,
Economic and Service
Delivery. The panelists
recommended Acceler-
ated Learning Programs
(ALPs) as a viable op-
tion while integrated
with skil l-based
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.

Initiatives to
combat the
barriers to
education

The second session
was focused on sustain-
able initiatives to combat
the barriers with the help
of Non-Formal Educa-
tion in bridging the gap
between primary and
secondary schooling.

Chairperson of the
session,  Mr. Abdul
Khaliq – Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Planning,
and Implementation
Unit welcomed the par-
ticipants and empha-
sized the importance of
solutions to these barri-
ers.

Mr. Ashraf Gichki –
Director Literacy and
Non-Formal Education
shared contribution of
NFE department toward
provision of second
chance of education to
out-of-school children.

Personal
struggles in
overcoming

the barriers to
education
The third and final

session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their personalized
struggles in overcoming
the barriers to educa-
tion.

Anam – client of
TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center,

she can read books
and newspapers. Simra
from the same district
shared that her parents
don’t allow travelling
long distances to attend
school but after opening
of ALP center at door-
steps, she was able to
join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
mother is the only bread-
winner of home and
works at households of
others to earn income.
Haleema shared that she
is the only child of her
family who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.

How Long Will Quetta
Pay the Price for SSGC and

Federal Negligence?
Editorial:

Quetta is once again at
the mercy of a winter
crisis that has become
all too familiar: low
gas pressure, unan-
nounced load shed-
ding, and complete ad-
ministrative silence.
Every year, citizens
are told to “bear with
the situation” as tem-
peratures fall and
heaters, stoves, and
geysers turn useless.
Yet the authorities re-
sponsible — Sui
Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC) and the
federal energy man-
agers — continue to
operate without ac-
countability.

A City Freezing
While Authorities
Look Away

The people of
Balochistan are right
to ask: Why must
Quetta suffer the
same crisis every win-
ter while no structural
reform is introduced?
Why are consumers
forced to pay heavy
bills for a service that
barely exists? And
why do officials in
Karachi and
Islamabad continue to
treat Balochistan’s gas
issues as a seasonal
inconvenience rather
than a governance
failure?

D e s p i t e
Balochistan being an
energy-producing re-
gion, its residents
struggle every winter
for the very resource
extracted from their
own soil. This contra-
diction reflects a deep-
rooted policy imbal-
ance in the federation,

where Balochistan
remains last on the
priority list — not be-
cause of a shortage of
resources, but be-
cause of a shortage of
political will.

SSGC’s Re-
peated Excuses and
Decades of Misman-
agement

The SSGC’s per-
formance adds an-
other layer of frustra-
tion. Each year, the
company offers the
same explanations —
“excessive demand,”
“pipeline pressure is-
sues,” “technical
challenges.

” Yet no one ex-
plains why these
problems remain un-
resolved despite de-
cades of complaints.
Why have there been
no significant infra-
structure upgrades?
Why has the com-
pany failed to intro-
duce a clear winter
management plan for
Quetta? Why is com-
munication with con-
sumers absent?

The unannounced
nature of the load
shedding exposes a
complete disregard for
public convenience.
When outages are not
scheduled or an-
nounced, families can-
not plan meals, heat-
ing, or even basic
daily routines. Hospi-
tals and clinics
struggle to maintain
warm environments
for patients. Small
businesses suffer.
And in a city where
temperatures can
drop below freezing,
such negligence is not

just inconvenient — it
is dangerous.

F e d e r a l
Government’s Weak
Oversight and
Balochistan’s Low Pri-
ority

The federal gov-
ernment cannot es-
cape responsibility ei-
ther. Energy manage-
ment is a national is-
sue, and the pattern of
winter mismanage-
ment in Balochistan
reflects weak over-
sight, poor planning,
and an unfair allocation
of resources. The si-
lence of policymakers
during these crises
sends a clear message:
Quetta’s suffering is
not a priority.

What Quetta
needs is not another
round of hollow state-
ments. It needs a
transparent winter gas
plan, proper infra-
structure investment,
honest communication
with the public, and
real accountability for
SSGC. Most impor-
tantly, it needs the fed-
eral government to fi-
nally treat Balochistan
as an equal stake-
holder in national re-
source management.

The people of
Quetta have endured
enough. Their patience
should not be mistaken
for acceptance. With-
out decisive action, this
recurring winter crisis
will continue to expose
not only the inefficien-
cies of SSGC but also
the federal
government’s unwill-
ingness to address
long-standing injus-
tices.
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UK authorises military to board Russian
shadow fleet tankers

Trump threatens to 'unleash hell' if Iran rejects latest US proposal

Islamabad strengthens trade
links with Tehran

China says 'glimmer of hope' on
Iran war talks

Trump’s Beijing trip rescheduled
for May after Iran delay

03

NEWS DESK: British
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said on
Wednesday he has
given the military per-
mission to board and
detain Russian ships his
government alleges are
part of a network of ves-
sels that enables Mos-
cow to export oil despite
Western sanctions.

The decision comes
as other European na-
tions have stepped up
efforts to disrupt
Russia’s so-called
shadow fleet of tankers
used by Moscow to fund
its four-year war against
Ukraine.

Starmer said he ap-
proved more aggressive
action against the ves-
sels because Russian
President Vladimir Putin
was likely

“rubbing his
hands” at the sharp rise
in oil prices driven by
the US-Israel war
against Iran.

“That’s why we’re
going after his shadow
fleet even harder, not
just keeping Britain safe
but starving Putin’s war
machine of the dirty prof-
its that fund his barbaric
campaign in Ukraine,”
Starmer said in a state-

NEWS DESK:US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
Iran was desperate to
make a deal to end nearly
four weeks of fighting,
contradicting the Iranian
foreign ?minister, who
said his country was re-
viewing a US proposal
but had no intention of
holding talks to wind
down the conflict.

Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araqchi
said that while there
?had been no dialogue
or negotiation with the
US, various messages
had been exchanged
through intermediaries.

"Messages being
conveyed through our
friendly countries and
us responding by stat-
ing our positions or is-
suing the necessary
warnings is not called
negotiation or dia-
logue," Araqchi said in
a state television inter-
view on Wednesday. "It
is simply an exchange of
messages through our
friends".

Iran has targeted Zi-
onist-linked facilities,
satellite stations, Al-
Azraq airbase, and US
bases (Sheikh Isa, Ali al-
Salem, Arifjan) using
missiles and drones.

Trump, speaking
later on Wednesday at
an event in Washington,
said Iranian leaders "are

NEWS DESK:US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
on Wednesday that he
will meet his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping in
Beijing in May after de-
laying an earlier summit
because of the war
against Iran.

Trump said he was
looking forward to the
“monumental” trip,
which was originally due
to take place at the end
of March, and would
host Xi and his wife in
Washington later this
year.

“My meeting with
the Highly Respected
President of China,
President Xi Jinping,
which was originally
postponed due to our
military operation in
Iran, has been resched-
uled, and will take place
in Beijing on May 14th

and 15th,” Trump said
on his Truth Social net-
work.

Trump said US and
Chinese officials were
“finalizing preparations”
for the “historic” Beijing
and Washington visits.
“I look very much for-
ward to spending time
with President Xi in what
will be, I am sure, a
Monumental Event,”
Trump added.

The White House
had announced the new
dates shortly before
Trump’s social media
post.

Trump had been set
to travel to Beijing be-
tween March 31 and
April for the first time in
his second term, for a
summit aimed at reset-
ting trade ties between
the world’s two largest
economies.

The Chinese and
US presidents met in
South Korea in October
on the sidelines of a re-
gional summit,  and
agreed a truce in the
trade war sparked by
Trump’s sweeping glo-
bal tariffs.

But Trump said on
March 16 that he had
asked China to post-
pone the meeting while
he deals with the war in
the Middle East.

“Because of the war
I want to be here, I have
to be here, I feel. And so
we’ve requested that we
delay it a month or so,”
Trump told reporters at
the time.

'Do the math'
The White House

remained coy as to
whether the formal re-
scheduling of the visit
meant Trump expected

the war with Iran, one of
China’s closest geopo-
litical allies, to end by
that time.

“We’ve always es-
timated approximately
four to six weeks (for the
length of military opera-
tions against Iran), so
you could do the math
on that,” Press Secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt
added.

“President Xi un-
derstood that it’s very
important for the presi-
dent to be here through-
out these combat opera-
tions right now. He un-
derstood obviously the
request to postpone and
accepted it.”

But analysts have
suggested China will be
in a stronger position to
extract concessions from
Trump when he finally
visits.

His decision last
month to join Israel in
strikes on Iran has
plunged the Middle East
into violence, pushed
energy prices to years-
long highs and seeded
fears of global supply
shortages due to Iran’s
effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz.

With Trump strug-
gling to define how the
intervention will end and
traditional allies reluc-
tant to back him, the US
leader may come to
China needing a diplo-
matic win.

ary 28 and Iran launched
strikes against Israel, US
bases and Gulf states.

Iran's supreme com-
mander, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, was killed on
the first day of the con-
flict by an Israeli strike
and was ?replaced by his
son Mojtaba, who has
been wounded in strikes
and has not been seen
in any photograph or

video clip since his ap-
pointment.

"If Iran fails to ac-
cept the reality of the
current moment... Trump
will ensure they are hit
harder than they have
ever been hit before,"
Leavitt said. "President
Trump does not bluff,
and he is prepared to
unleash hell."

With thousands

more US troops report-
edly headed to the
Middle East, Iran also
threatened to open a new
front by targeting Red
Sea shipping should the
United States launch a
ground invasion.

Iran's military said
cruise missiles fired at
the USS Abraham Lin-
coln carrier group had
"forced it to change its

position" and warned of
"powerful strikes" when
the fleet comes into
range.Admiral Brad
Cooper, head of US Cen-
tral Command, said the
United States had hit
two-thirds of Iran's pro-
duction facilities for mis-
siles and drones, and
drone and missile launch
rates were down by 90
percent.

In a video on X,
Cooper also estimated
that 92 percent of the Ira-
nian navy's largest ves-
sels had been damaged
or destroyed.

"They've now lost
the ability to meaning-
fully project naval power
and influence around
the region and around
the world," he said.

UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres
said the war was "out of
control" and had "gone
too far."

He said that the
"world is staring down
the barrel of a wider war"
in the ?region.

"It is time to stop
climbing the escalation
ladder – and start climb-
ing the diplomatic lad-
der," Guterres said at the
UN headquarters in New
York.

The fallout from the
conflict,  which ?has
caused the worst energy
shock in history, has

negotiating, by the way,
and they want to make a
deal ?so badly,  but
they're afraid to say it be-
cause they will be killed
by their own people.
They're also afraid
they'll be killed by us".

"We do not intend
to negotiate," Araghchi
told state TV. "We seek
an end to the war on our
own terms."

In Pakistan, offi-
cials said Islamabad had
conveyed to Tehran a
15-point American plan
to stop the fighting that
began on February 28.

Iran's state-con-
trolled Press TV cited an
unidentified official as
saying Tehran had "re-
sponded negatively" to
the plan and the war
would end only on
Tehran's terms, which
include guarantees
against future attacks.

A senior Israeli de-
fence official said Israel
was sceptical Iran would
agree to the terms, and
that Israel was con-
cerned US negotiators
might make conces-
sions. Israel also wants
any agreement to pre-
serve its option to con-
duct pre-emptive strikes,
a second source said.

Additionally, Iran
has told intermediaries
that Lebanon must be in-
cluded in any ceasefire

agreement with the US.
and Israel, six regional
sources familiar with
Iran's position said.

Trump has not iden-
tified who the US ?is ne-
gotiating with in Iran,
with many high-ranking
officials among the thou-
sands of people killed
across the Middle East
since the US and Israel
attacked Iran ?on Febru-

NEWS DESK:In a move
aimed at strengthening
border trade manage-
ment and improving
documentation of cross-
border flows, Pakistan
has established a new
customs station at
Jeerak in Panjgur dis-
trict, Balochistan, along
the Pakistan-Iran border.

The facility is ex-
pected to facilitate pas-
senger movement, regu-
late personal baggage,
and channel informal
trade into the formal
economy.

The decision comes
as part of ongoing ef-
forts to formalise cross-
border movement in
Balochistan, where in-
formal trade and un-
documented travel have
historically remained
high due to the porous
border and limited infra-
structure.

To implement the
decision, the Federal
Board of Revenue has
issued Customs Notifi-
cation SRO 530 of 2026
to operationalise the
new station, which is
part of broader efforts to
strengthen border man-
agement and bring
greater oversight to
cross-border movement.

Jeerak station to
regulate cross-border
passengers and curb
smuggling

Customs officials
say that expanding cus-
toms coverage at key
entry points will improve
monitoring,  promote
documented trade flows,
and provide a regulated

channel for passengers
and personal baggage.
The step also aligns
with the government’s
push to curb smuggling
along the Pak-Iran bor-
der while facilitating le-
gitimate trade.

Jeerak has been
designated as the fifth
official crossing for trade
and transit between Pa-
kistan and Iran, reflect-
ing rising demand for le-
gal cargo handling and
passenger facilitation.
The development is ex-
pected to reduce con-
gestion at  existing
routes, particularly the
Taftan Border Crossing,
which has long served
as the primary gateway
for bilateral trade and
movement.

The move builds on
earlier measures to ex-
pand border infrastruc-
ture. In January 2025,
the government opened

another crossing point
in the Kohak Cheedgi
area of Panjgur to sup-
port formal trade and
stimulate bilateral trade.

Customs officials
said the new station has
been established in co-
ordination with Iranian
authorities to facilitate
documented trade and
curb smuggling in the
border region.

 They added that
the initiative is expected
to contribute to local
economic activity in Dis-
trict Panjgur by creating
employment opportuni-
ties for youth and sup-
porting small-scale busi-
nesses linked to cross-
border trade.

Similar measures
taken earlier, including
the opening of new
crossing points in the
region, were also aimed
at promoting legal trade,
discouraging il l icit

flows, and generating
livelihoods for border
communities.

The business com-
munity in Quetta be-
lieves the new customs
station will encourage
documented imports and
exports while discourag-
ing smuggling by pro-
viding a regulated, ac-
cessible trade route for
local traders.

In December 2024,
the government also in-
augurated the Gabd-
Rimdan Border Crossing
to improve connectivity
and facilitate people-to-
people exchanges.

Located near the
strategic ports of
Chabahar in Iran and
Gwadar in Pakistan, the
crossing reflects both
countries’ efforts to
strengthen regional
trade linkages and en-
hance cross-border inte-
gration.

spread far beyond the
region.

With the Strait of
Hormuz, a conduit for a
fifth of the world's oil
and liquefied natural
gas, effectively closed,
fuel shortages are occur-
ring around the globe,
and businesses from air-
lines to supermarkets
and used car dealers are
grappling with chal-
lenges including rising
costs, weakening de-
mand and disrupted sup-
ply chains. Some gov-
ernments are weighing
support measures last
used during the COVID
pandemic.

Farmers are strug-
gling to source diesel for
their tractors and tens of
millions ?more people
will face acute hunger if
the war continues into
June, the World Food
Programme estimates.

Hopes of a resolu-
tion to the ?conflict that
had boosted global
stock markets ?the pre-
vious session faded on
Thursday, with oil prices
resuming their surge.

"Optimism regard-
ing a ceasefire has
faded," said Tsuyoshi
Ueno, senior economist
at NLI Research Insti-
tute.

Meanwhile, missiles
and drones kept striking
targets across the Gulf.

ment.
Downing Street

said British military and
law enforcement offi-
cials have been prepar-
ing to board Russian
vessels that do not sur-
render, are armed, or use
high-tech pervasive sur-
veillance to evade cap-
ture.

Once the ships are
boarded, Downing
Street said criminal pro-
ceedings may be
brought against  the
owners, operators and
crew, for breaches of
sanctions legislation.

Russia’s reliance on
the shadow fleet has al-
lowed it to keep export-
ing oil without comply-
ing with Western restric-

tions imposed after its
full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in 2022.

European efforts to
keep up pressure on
Russia were undermined
this month when US
President Donald
Trump’s administration
gave countries a 30-day
waiver to buy sanc-
tioned Russian products
currently stranded at
sea to stabilise global
energy markets roiled by
the war in Iran.

Starmer made the
announcement before
he attends the Joint Ex-
peditionary Force Sum-
mit in Helsinki on Thurs-
day, where Britain will
call for more coordina-
tion on seizing shadow

fleet vessels.
Britain has placed

sanctions on 544 Rus-
sian shadow fleet ves-
sels.

They occasionally
travel through the Chan-
nel, the water that sepa-
rates Britain and France.

About three-quar-
ters of Russia’s crude oil
is transported by these
ships, Britain estimates.

The shadow fleet
vessels typically have
opaque ownership
structures and have
raised concern about
environmental risks,
with poorly regulated,
ageing tankers prone to
spills, mechanical fail-
ures and leaks, threaten-
ing marine ecosystems.

NEWS DESK: China's
top diplomat has said
that a "glimmer of hope"
for peace has emerged
due to moves to stop the
war in the Middle East,
despite Tehran vowing
to keep fighting.

The White House
has warned that US
President Donald
Trump is ready to "un-
leash hell" if Iran does
not accept a peace plan
to end the war,  but
Tehran insisted it will
not negotiate.

The ramped-up
messages dashed hopes
of any imminent de-es-
calation, with violence
on the ground showing
no sign of abating after
almost four weeks.

China's foreign min-
ister Wang Yi urged dia-
logue in separate calls
with his Turkish and
Egyptian counterparts,
suggesting that both
Tehran and Washington
had shown signals they
were willing to return to
the negotiating table.

"With both the
United States and Iran

signalling a willingness
to negotiate, a glimmer
of hope for peace has
emerged," Wang told
Egyptian Foreign Minis-
ter Badr Abdelatty, ac-
cording to a Beijing read-
out published late
Wednesday. The state-
ment came hours before
Iran's Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said
that "so far, no negotia-
tions have taken place,

and I believe our posi-
tion is completely prin-
cipled". "Speaking of
negotiations, now is an
admission of defeat," he
added. Trump insisted
on Wednesday that Iran
was taking part in peace
talks,  suggesting
Tehran's denials were
because Iranian negotia-
tors fear being killed by
their own side. "They
are negotiating, by the

way, and they want to
make a deal so badly. But
they're afraid to say it,
because they figure
they'll be killed by their
own people," Trump
told a dinner for Repub-
lican members of Con-
gress. Wang told Turk-
ish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan during the
call that the rights and
wrongs of the conflict in
the Middle East.
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Rescue 1122 issues high alert in view of worsening weather conditions

Reduced speed limits come into effect
across Pakistan

KP Governor reviews passport services;
Radio Pakistan revival

Karachi receives early
morning rain

MURREE (INP): The
Rescue 1122, Murree,
has issued a high alert
in view of worsening
weather conditions,
with heavy rain, strong
winds, storms and pos-
sible hailstorms fore-

cast in the coming
days.

According to the
Rescue 1122 spokes-
man, all personnel
have been directed to
remain on alert, with
emergency resources

mobilised to ensure an
immediate,

effective and pro-
fessional response to
any untoward incident.

He said teams
had been deployed in
the field with full pre-

Federal govt decides to keep petroleum
prices unchanged

Govt plans Rs5
fuel levy hike ahead

of IMF deal
LHC acquits two men
in double murder case

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The federal
government has de-
cided to keep petro-
leum prices un-
changed in Pakistan,
as global oil prices
dropped by more than
6% amid hopes of de-
escalation in the Iran
conflict.

Oil prices fell
sharply while global
stocks rose on
Wednesday following
reports that Washing-
ton had conveyed a
peace proposal to Iran
through Pakistan.
Tehran also indicated
it would allow “non-
hostile” oil vessels to
pass through the stra-
tegically important
Strait of Hormuz, eas-
ing supply concerns.

According to

sources, the govern-
ment opted to maintain
current fuel prices and
instead proposed a re-
duction of Rs 100 bil-
lion in the develop-
ment budget to man-
age financial pres-
sures.

Sources said
funding for ongoing
development projects
will be cut by 10%.
The total development
budget for the current
fiscal year is likely to
be reduced from Rs
1,000 billion to Rs 900
billion.

The savings will
be redirected towards
emergency relief mea-
sures, which are also
expected to help con-
tain the fiscal deficit.

The Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority

(OGRA) will submit
its working to the Pe-
troleum Division in
two days. The final
decision on future
price will be made by
the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, Shehbaz
Sharif.

Meanwhile, the
All Pakistan Petrol
Pump Owners Asso-
ciation (APPPOA)
has expressed serious
reservations over the
mechanism for deter-
mining petroleum
prices.  The associa-
tion has urged the Fed-
eral Minister for Pe-
troleum Ali Pervaiz
Malik to take stake-
holders into confi-
dence regarding the
pricing formula. Vice
Chairman Noman Butt
said around 15,000

paredness, while the
control room was op-
erating round the
clock and continuously
monitoring the situa-
tion.

Ambulances, mo-
torbike rescue units

and other essential re-
sources have been
kept ready to respond
promptly to any emer-
gency call.

He warned that
adverse weather
could trigger hazards

including riverine
flooding,

landslides, light-
ning strikes and hail-
storms,

adding that pre-
cautionary measures
were already in place

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif-led government is
preparing to increase
the levy on petrol and
diesel by Rs 5 per liter
as part of broader rev-
enue-raising measures
ahead of a staff-level
agreement with the In-
ternational Monetary
Fund (IMF) for the next
$1.2 billion tranche.

The IMF is set to
announce a staff-level
agreement in the coming
days after sharing the
draft Memorandum of
Economic and Financial
Policies with the Paki-
stani government.

Once consensus is
reached, the Federal Fi-
nance Minister and the
State Bank Governor will
sign the agreement, pav-
ing the way for the re-
lease of the next tranche
under Pakistan’s loan
program.

Sources revealed
that the IMF has urged
the government to in-
crease both tax and non-
tax revenues. Following
the high-octane levy,

the government plans to
raise petrol and diesel
taxes by Rs 5 per liter.

Additionally,  Rs
100 billion has been cut
from the development
budget with IMF con-
sultation. The IMF also
objected to giving the
government authority to
appoint heads or CEOs
of institutions, insisting
that such powers remain
with the respective
boards.

Circular debt
A plan to control

the circular debt in
Pakistan’s power and
gas sectors has been
shared with the IMF.

The fund is also re-
viewing the impact of
rising oil and fertilizer
prices,  regional ten-
sions, and the country’s
overall financial condi-
tions.

The government is
preparing proposals to
support the real estate
sector, including poten-
tial reductions in prop-
erty taxes on purchases
and sales, subject to
IMF approval.

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi was given sepa-
rate departmental brief-
ings on Wednesday at
Governor House on the
performance of Immigra-
tion and Passport offices
in the province and the
historical and opera-
tional status of Radio
Pakistan Peshawar.

Officials of Immi-
gration and Passport
Department, including
Zonal Head North
Sheikh Ashfaq Ahmad
and Zonal Head South
Faiz-ul-Hassan, briefed
the Governor on overall
performance and service
delivery. It was informed
that passport services in
the province are being
provided through two
zones North and South
with five regional pass-
port offices, including
Dera Ismail Khan.

The briefing high-
lighted that 15 passport
offices are functioning
in DI Khan zone, while
24 offices are providing
services in various dis-
tricts of Peshawar zone.
The Governor was also
apprised of the

upgradation of the Re-
gional Passport Office
DI Khan.

Kundi was further
briefed on online ser-
vices, one-window op-
erations, legal frame-
work, fee structure and
procedures for issuance
and renewal of pass-
ports.

The Governor di-
rected authorities to take
up the matter with the
Interior Department for
increasing the number of
regional passport offices
in the province, terming
it essential in view of the
growing population.

He also instructed
that the case for estab-
lishment of a regional
passport office in the
newly created district of
Paharpur, as well as a
passport office at tehsil
level, be taken up with
the Ministry of Interior.

Appreciating the
performance of both
North and South zones,
the Governor said that a
large number of people
from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa reside
abroad, while millions
travel to Saudi Arabia,
Iraq, Iran and Syria for

Umrah and religious vis-
its.

In another briefing,
the Governor was in-
formed about the history
and functioning of Ra-
dio Pakistan Peshawar.
Station Director Tufail
Ahmad, along with se-
nior producer Sardar
Azam Khan, briefed the
Governor.

It was shared that
Radio Pakistan
Peshawar was estab-
lished on March 6, 1935,
with transmissions ini-
tially starting from the
Civil Secretariat. Later,
on April 28, 1985, regu-
lar broadcasts began
from the Pakistan Broad-
casting Corporation’s
dedicated building, air-
ing 16 hours of daily
programming covering
current affairs, political,
social and cultural con-
tent.

The Governor was
informed that the
station’s transmissions
are heard in remote areas
of the province as well
as bordering regions of
Afghanistan.  Broad-
casts are aired in mul-
tiple languages includ-
ing urdu, Pashto,

Hindko, Khowar and
Gojri , reflecting the
region’s cultural diver-
sity.

Officials also
briefed the Governor on
damages caused to the
building during the May
9 incident, adding that
restoration work was
completed in January
2026 and all departments
have resumed opera-
tions.

Governor Kundi
termed the restoration of
the historic institution a
positive development
and appreciated the ef-
forts of the authorities.

He emphasized the
importance of protecting
national institutions,
calling them an integral
part of the country’s cul-
tural and informational
heritage.

He also under-
scored the need to align
Radio Pakistan with
modern digital require-
ments to effectively en-
gage the younger gen-
eration, and directed of-
ficials to further improve
broadcast quality, pro-
mote regional languages
and culture, and high-
light public issues.

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore High Court
(LHC) acquitted two
men who had been sen-
tenced to death in a
double murder case, al-
lowing their appeals
against the conviction
and ordering their imme-
diate release if not re-
quired in any other case

A two-member
bench comprising LHC
Chief Justice Aalia
Neelum and Justice
Abher Gul Khan issued
a 20-page written verdict
on Wednesday, holding
that the prosecution
failed to establish the
case against the accused
beyond reasonable
doubt.

According to the
judgment, the case was
registered in 2019 in
Pindi Bhattian against
Kashif and Haroon for

the murder of two per-
sons.

A trial court had
awarded both accused
the death sentence in
2022.

The bench noted
that there was an unex-
plained delay of two
hours in lodging the
FIR, which raised doubts
about the prosecution’s
version of events.

It further observed
contradictions in the tim-
ings of the post-mortem
examinations of the de-
ceased.

The bench ruled
that under such circum-
stances, the accused
were entitled to the ben-
efit of doubt, set aside
the death sentence, and
directed authorities to
release both men imme-
diately if they were not
wanted in any other case

petrol pump owners
have concerns over
the current system.

He warned that if
their demands are not
addressed, petrol
pump owners may
shut down their pumps
nationwide.

He added that,
given the current situ-
ation, no further crisis
should be created, and
the petroleum minister
would be responsible if
the issue remains un-
resolved. It should be
noted that following
the Iran war, the gov-
ernment announced
Rs.55 per litre in-
crease in petrol and
diesel prices on 7
March 2026, taking
petrol to Rs.321.17 per
litre and diesel to
Rs.335.86 per litre.

ISLAMABAD(INP):
The National Highways
and Motorway Police
(NHMP) on Thursday
enforced reduced speed
limits on motorways and
national highways as
part  of the federal
government’s fuel con-
servation and energy ef-
ficiency measures.

The move follows
directives from the prime
minister aimed at promot-
ing efficient energy use
and encouraging na-
tionwide fuel savings. In
a statement shared on
social media, the NHMP
said the revised limits
have been implemented
in line with government
instructions on auster-
ity and fuel conserva-
tion. Under the new di-
rectives, the speed limit

for cars and light trans-
port vehicles (LTVs) on
motorways has been re-
duced from 120 km/h to
100 km/h. For passenger
service vehicles (PSVs)
and heavy transport ve-
hicles (HTVs), including
buses and trucks, the
limit has been lowered
from 110 km/h to 90 km/
h. Similarly, on national
highways, the speed
limit for cars and LTVs
has been reduced from
100 km/h to 80 km/h,
while for PSVs and
HTVs it has been de-
creased from 80 km/h to
65 km/h. The new speed
limits came into effect
on March 26, 2026.

The NHMP has
also launched a nation-
wide awareness cam-
paign to inform commut-

ers about the revised
limits and encourage
compliance for smooth
implementation.

Officials stated that
the measures are in-
tended to reduce fuel
consumption, improve
road safety, and support
the government’s
broader energy conser-
vation goals. Motorists
have been urged to
strictly adhere to the
new limits.

According to auto-
motive experts, driving
at lower speeds can sig-
nificantly improve fuel
efficiency. As a vehicle
moves, air resistance in-
creases with speed, forc-
ing the engine to work
harder and consume
more fuel. This resis-
tance rises exponentially

at higher speeds, making
slower driving more eco-
nomical.

Global oil supply
disruptions caused by
tensions in the Middle
East have contributed to
rising fuel prices. In re-
sponse, several coun-
tries, including Pakistan,
are adopting austerity
measures to curb fuel
consumption.

The International
Energy Agency (IEA)
has also noted that re-
ducing highway speed
limits by 10 km/h could
lower overall oil con-
sumption from cars by 1
to 6 percent. The agency
has issued recommenda-
tions to help countries
conserve fuel during on-
going global energy
challenges.

KARACHI (INP):  Parts
of Karachi on Thursday
morning received rain
under the influence of a
Western disturbance.

As per details, dark
clouds gathered under
the influence of a west-
ern weather system, fol-
lowed by rainfall accom-
panied by strong winds
in various parts of
Karachi on Thursday
morning.

Rain, varying from
light to heavy, has been
reported across multiple
areas, including
Metroville, SITE Area,
Nazimabad and sur-
r o u n d i n g
neighbourhoods. Show-
ers were also recorded
on I.I. Chundrigar Road,
Saddar,  Shahrah-e-
Faisal, the Old City Area,
Tower, Clifton Sea View,
Lyari and adjoining lo-
calities. Scheme 33,
Safoora Chowrangi,
NIPA, Hassan Square
and other parts of the
city also received rain.

According to the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department, the system
of western winds has
begun to influence

weather patterns across
the country. Rain has al-
ready been reported in
several parts of Chaman
and other areas of
Balochistan.

The Met Office has
forecast rain accompa-
nied by strong winds in
Karachi and across
Sindh from today until
29 March. Further rain-
fall  is expected in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Punjab, Gilgit-Baltistan
and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir until 30 March.
Authorities have also
warned of possible flash
flooding in various areas
due to heavy down-
pours. Islamabad sixteen
degree centigrade,
Lahore twenty, Karachi
twenty-five, Peshawar
seventeen,  Quetta
eleven, Gilgit ten,
Murree six and
Muzaffarabad twelve
degree centigrade. Ac-
cording to the weather
forecast for Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir, partly
cloudy weather with
chances of rain and wind
thunderstorm is ex-
pected in Srinagar.

PM briefs Bilawal on
Pakistan’s ongoing

diplomatic efforts in light
of evolving Gulf situation

to mitigate risks.
The service has

urged the public to
avoid unnecessary
travel during severe
weather,

stay away from
rainwater drains and

fast-flowing water,
and remain in safe lo-
cations. Citizens have
also been advised to
contact the emer-
gency helpline 1122
immediately in case of
any incident.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday
underscored Pakistan’s
active diplomatic out-
reach for global peace,
as he met Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Chairman of the
Pakistan Peoples Party
here along with a delega-
tion.

During the meeting,
the prime minister
briefed Bilawal Bhutto
on Pakistan’s ongoing
diplomatic efforts in light
of the evolving situation
in the Gulf, emphasizing
Islamabad’s commitment
to promoting stability,
dialogue, and conflict
resolution on the inter-
national stage, a Prime

Minister's Office news
release said.

PM Sharif high-
lighted that Pakistan is
actively engaged in ad-
dressing emerging re-
gional challenges
through a balanced
strategy that integrates
foreign policy,

 internal security
preparedness, and eco-
nomic resilience. He
stressed that safeguard-
ing national interests
while contributing to
global peace remained a
key priority of his gov-
ernment.

The two leaders
also exchanged views on
political developments
and issues of national
importance.

ISLAMABAD:President Asif Ali Zardari chairing a high-level meeting at Aiwan-e-Sadr along with
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ, COAS &
Chief of Defence Forces and cabinet members.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Mr. Attaullah
Tarar addressing press conference.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, holding
a meeting with H.E. Mr. Nicolas Galey, Ambassador of France to Pakistan, at the Finance Division to
discuss economic cooperation and bilateral engagement.
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Gwadar Administration Restores
Drainage System After Rainfall

Turbat University Ranking Improves Significantly,
Governor Mandokhail Praises Reforms

Key Meeting in Quetta Reviews Activation of
Non-Functional Schools

Kech Education Review:
DC Orders Action on Absent

Teachers, School Closures

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jafar Khan
Mandokhail has said
that consistent monitor-
ing and reforms in higher
education institutions,
particularly in Makran
Division, are yielding
positive results.

He shared that over
the past two years, he
has visited the three uni-
versities in Makran Di-
vision multiple times, at-
tended convocations,
and personally chaired
several senate meetings
of University of Turbat.

These efforts, he
noted, have led to vis-
ible improvements, in-
cluding a rise in the
university’s ranking
from 69% to 87%.

The Governor ap-
preciated the efforts of
Vice Chancellor Dr. Gul
Hassan and his team for
digitizing the university
system and shifting from
conventional electricity
to solar energy, calling it
a commendable achieve-
ment.

During the meeting,
Governor Mandokhail
directed the university
administration to intro-

duce short skill-based
courses aligned with
market demands to bet-
ter prepare students for
employment opportuni-
ties.

He also emphasized
the importance of
strengthening the local
economy, particularly
highlighting Turbat’s
date production sector.

He suggested intro-
ducing new varieties of

dates and developing
strategies for interna-
tional-standard packag-
ing to boost exports.

The Governor reit-
erated that promoting
higher education has
been a top priority since
day one.

He expressed satis-
faction that the youth
show great respect for
their teachers and insti-
tutions, while also not-

ing with pride that fe-
male enrollment at the
University of Turbat is
the highest.

He stressed that the
position of Vice Chan-
cellor carries both honor
and responsibility, urg-
ing effective utilization
of resources for the ben-
efit of the institution and
surrounding communi-
ties.

He concluded by

emphasizing the need for
strong teamwork to fur-
ther improve the
university’s perfor-
mance.

Keywords: Jafar
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versities development,
skil l development
courses Pakistan

Crackdown on Price Hike: Loralai Administration
Seals Shops, Fines Violators

TURBAT:  A key
meeting of the District
Education Committee
was held under the
chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Kech Yasir Iqbal
Dashti to review the
overall education situ-
ation in the district.

The meeting was
attended by District
Education Officer
Amjad Shehzad, along
with relevant officials
and representatives of
civil society.

During the brief-
ing, it was revealed
that 718 schools are
functional under 102
clusters across the dis-
trict. However, 116
schools lack proper
shelter, while 70
schools are being run
under different
projects.

The Deputy Com-
missioner expressed
concern over the clo-
sure of several
schools in rural areas
and ordered immedi-
ate ground verifica-
tion.

He also sought a
report on chronically
absent teachers, di-
recting strict action
and warning that ab-
senteeism—especially
among newly ap-
pointed teachers—
will not be tolerated.

Officials were in-
structed to coordinate
with headmasters,
community elders, and
local to prepare a com-
prehensive report on
school functionality,
attendance, and en-
rollment.

The DC also
showed displeasure
over delays in devel-
opment schemes, or-
dering the blacklisting
of negligent contrac-
tors and seeking a de-
tailed report from the
concerned depart-
ment.  He further di-
rected on-ground veri-
fication of newly con-
structed schools and
emphasized transpar-
ent utilization of
UNICEF funds.

Regarding the en-
rollment campaign, it

was shared that over
3,000 children have
been enrolled so far
against a target of
18,000.

The Deputy Com-
missioner expressed
concern over the ab-
sence of dropout data
and directed officials
to provide it immedi-
ately.

It was also noted
that textbook distribu-
tion has been com-
pleted and teacher
training programs are
ongoing.

Concluding the
meeting, Yasir Iqbal
Dashti directed all de-
partments to submit a
detailed report within
one week, announcing
that the next review
meeting will be held
soon.

Keywords: Kech
education meeting,
Yasir Iqbal Dashti,
Amjad Shehzad DEO,
school closures
Balochistan, teacher
absenteeism action,
education reforms
Turbat

QUETTA : An impor-
tant meeting of the
District Education
Group was held under
the chairmanship of
Muhammad Anwar
Kakar to review key
issues in the education
sector.

The meeting was
attended by officials
from the Education
Department and other

relevant institutions.
A detailed review

was conducted re-
garding progress on
making non-functional
schools operational
across the district.

Key issues dis-
cussed included:

Action against ab-
sent teachers and
staff“Removal of en-
croachments in

schools“Steps to im-
prove the overall edu-
cation system

Participants were
directed to ensure
school functionality,
staff attendance, and
provision of basic fa-
cilities through imme-
diate and effective
measures.

Chairing the ses-
sion, Muhammad

Anwar Kakar empha-
sized that improving
the education sector
requires strong coordi-
nation and collabora-
tion among all con-
cerned departments.

He urged officials
to take serious and
practical steps to ad-
dress existing chal-
lenges and enhance
the quality of educa-

GWADAR: Acting on
the directives of
Deputy Commissioner
Nakeebullah Kakar,
the district administra-
tion, along with mu-
nicipal teams from
Gwadar and Pasni,
carried out swift op-
erations to restore the
drainage system fol-

lowing recent rainfall
in the city.

Under the super-
vision of Assistant
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Gwadar Saad Kaleem
Zafar and Assistant
Commissioner Pasni
Khusro Dallawari,
emergency teams re-
mained active
throughout the night.
Meanwhile, municipal

staff, led by Chairman
Majid Johar and Chief
Officer Maktoom
Musa, worked con-
tinuously to remove
blockages and ensure
smooth water flow.

Early in the morn-
ing, teams were still in
the field using machin-
ery and manual re-

sources to drain accu-
mulated rainwater
from various parts of
the city, providing im-
mediate relief to resi-
dents.

According to the
district administration,
municipal staff are
continuing their duties
with dedication to pub-
lic service.

Deputy Commis-

sioner Nakeebullah
Kakar urged citizens
to follow SOPs issued
by the administration
and cooperate in main-
taining cleanliness and
proper drainage.

He emphasized
that protecting the
lives and property of
citizens remains the

top priority, adding that
all relevant institutions
are fully prepared to
serve the public at all
times.

K e y w o r d s :
Gwadar rain drainage,
Nakeebullah Kakar,
Saad Kaleem Zafar,
Pasni administration,
drainage restoration
Gwadar, municipal
action Balochistan

tion in the district.
K e y w o r d s :

Quetta education
meeting, Muhammad
Anwar Kakar ADC,
non functional schools
Quetta,

teacher absentee-
ism Pakistan, educa-
tion reforms
Balochistan, school
improvement initia-
tives

LORALAI:  The
district administration
has intensified its crack-
down against profiteers
to provide relief to the
public during Ramadan,
following directives
from Deputy Commis-
sioner Captain (R)
Muhammad Haseeb
Shuja. Under the super-
vision of Assistant
Commissioner Nadeem
Akram, teams con-
ducted inspections in
various markets across
the city. During the op-
eration, a butcher shop
was sealed on the spot
for overcharging be-
yond official rates.

Additional fines
were imposed due to
poor hygiene conditions
and failure to properly
cover meat. Several
shopkeepers were also
issued strict warnings to
comply with official

price lists and maintain
cleanliness standards.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Assistant Com-
missioner stated that
such actions will con-
tinue to ensure public
relief and that no one will
be allowed to engage in
profiteering.  Shopkeep-
ers were instructed to

prominently display
government-approved
price lists, failing which
strict legal action will be
taken. Meanwhile, the
administration also re-
viewed prices of essen-
tial food items in differ-
ent areas. Multiple veg-
etable vendors and gro-
cery store owners were

fined for overpricing,
while some shops were
temporarily closed. Ac-
cording to officials, spe-
cial monitoring teams
have been formed dur-
ing Ramadan to conduct
daily inspections and
keep prices under con-
trol. Citizens have been
urged to report com-

plaints to the district ad-
ministration for prompt
action.  Keywords:
Loralai price control,
Muhammad Haseeb
Shuja, Nadeem Akram
AC Bori, anti-profiteer-
ing crackdown Pakistan,
Ramadan price monitor-
ing, market inspection
Balochistan.

PDMA Balochistan
Issues Monsoon

Contingency Plan 2026
to Tackle Flood Risks

QUETTA: Provincial Di-
saster Management Au-
thority Balochistan has
released the Monsoon
Contingency Plan 2026
to effectively deal with
potential heavy rains
and related emergency
situations across the
province.

The comprehensive
plan aims to ensure ad-
vance preparedness,
timely response, inter-
agency coordination,
and protection of lives
and property, minimizing
losses in case of natural
disasters.

According to
PDMA, the plan in-
cludes a detailed assess-
ment of high-risk dis-
tricts and vulnerable ar-
eas that may face threats
such as flash floods,
overflowing streams,
landslides, and other cli-

mate-related hazards
during the monsoon sea-
son.

The strategy has
been developed by ana-
lyzing past rainfall pat-
terns, climate change im-
pacts, and previous di-
saster management expe-
riences.

Under the plan,
clear responsibilities
have been assigned to
all relevant government
departments, district ad-
ministrations, rescue
agencies, and service
providers.  Arrange-
ments have also been
made to ensure the avail-
ability of essential re-
sources, including:

Heavy machinery
and rescue
equipment“Medical fa-
cil i t ies and
medicines“Ambulance
services.
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Industrial tariff reform plan
under review

Geopolitical tensions rattle PSX,
down 5,405 points

Oil slides 4pc amid fragile diplomacy signals

Freight, fuel hikes squeeze consumers

Petrol pump owners threaten
nationwide shutdown

NEWS DESK:The All
Pakistan Petrol Pump
Owners Association
(APPPOA) on Wednes-
day warned of a coun-
trywide closure of petrol
pumps if urgent con-
cerns surrounding the
petroleum industry are
not addressed by the
government.

In a letter sent to
Power Minister Al i
Pervaiz Malik,  the
association’s Vice Chair-
man Nouman Ali Butt
called for an immediate
meeting to discuss the
pressing issues facing
petrol pump owners.

"We would like to
have a meeting with you
at your earliest conve-
nience to discuss and
address the concerns of
almost 14,000–15,000
petrol pump owners that
need immediate atten-
tion," Butt said in the
letter.

 "In case we are un-
heard, we would be com-
pelled to shut down the
business, which would
add another fuel crisis
in Pakistan."

The letter high-
lighted a series of ongo-
ing challenges, includ-
ing operations,  fi-
nances, pricing, and the

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
witnessed a sharp sell-
off on Thursday, with
the benchmark KSE-100
Index plunging 3.41%,
erasing the previous
session’s gains amid ris-
ing geopolitical uncer-
tainty and persistent
technical weakness.

At close, the KSE-
100 Index sett led at
152,908, down 5,405
points, as broad-based
selling pressure domi-
nated market activity.
Market breadth re-
mained negative, with 92
stocks declining against
just 7 advancers, reflect-
ing weak investor senti-
ment, according to AHL.

H e a v y w e i g h t
stocks led the downturn,
with UBL falling 7.07%,

FFC shedding 2.84%,
and Engro Holdings de-
clining 3.97%, collec-
tively dragging the index
lower. Traded value in
the ready market stood
at $92.7 million, with vol-
umes clocking in at 521.6
million shares.

Analysts attributed
the bearish momentum
primarily to escalating
geopolitical tensions in
the Middle East. Reports
of indirect US-Iran en-
gagement through
backchannel diplomacy
failed to reassure inves-
tors, as conflicting sig-
nals from both sides
clouded expectations of
any near-term de-
escalation.“Middle East
developments continue
to act as the primary trig-
ger for equity markets,

and the absence of a
clear resolution path is
keeping risk appetite
subdued,” a market par-
ticipant noted.

On the domestic
front, the index’s failure
to reclaim its 200-day
moving average (200-
DMA) has reinforced a
consolidation phase,
with the benchmark re-
maining largely flat on a
week-on-week basis de-
spite heightened
volatility.Additionally,
policy developments
added a mixed under-
tone to the market. The
government’s plan to in-
troduce a mobile appli-
cation to manage fuel
quotas for motorcycles,
rickshaws, and small
cars up to 800cc—aimed
at providing targeted

subsidies to low-income
households—failed to
provide any immediate
positive trigger for equi-
ties.

Sector-wise, bank-
ing, cement, and explo-
ration & production
stocks remained under
pressure. Among ac-
tively traded stocks, Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines,
WorldCall Telecom, and
Pak Elektron Limited fea-
tured prominently in vol-
umes.

On the flip side, se-
lect stocks posted gains,
with Nestlé Pakistan,
Packages Limited, and
Bata Pakistan closing in
positive territory, al-
though their impact on
the broader index re-
mained limited.

Market participants
expect continued volatil-
ity in the near term, with
external factors—par-
ticularly geopolitical de-
velopments and global
commodity price move-
ments—likely to dictate
direction. Analysts sug-
gest that a decisive
break above the 200-
DMA is crucial for any
sustained bullish mo-
mentum, while failure to
do so may keep the mar-
ket range-bound.

In the absence of
strong local triggers, in-
vestors are expected to
remain cautious, closely
tracking global cues and
macroeconomic signals.

sudden situational
changes stemming from
force majeure events.

Butt stressed that
the association had no
intention of creating a
new fuel crisis amid the
current energy and fuel
shortages exacerbated
by tensions in the
Middle East.

However,  he
warned that if the situa-
tion remained unad-
dressed, the entire re-
sponsibility for the en-
suing crisis would lie
with the government.

The letter also
pointed out the lack of
consultation with indus-

try stakeholders when
key decisions affecting
the sector are made.

Butt urged that the
concerns of petrol pump
owners be taken into ac-
count in future
policymaking.

Three weeks ago,
the government sharply
increased diesel and
petrol prices by Rs55 per
litre or 20% — due to the
ongoing US-Israel and
Iran war, which has dis-
rupted supply chains
and pushed crude oil
prices to two years’
highest level.

The increase in
petrol prices was more

N E W S D E S K : T h e
Power Division is con-
sidering the introduc-
tion of a new optional
tariff mechanism for in-
dustrial consumers,
aimed at improving elec-
tricity utilisation effi-
ciency and enabling
cost-reflective pricing
based on time-of-use
consumption patterns.

According to an of-
ficial statement issued
on Wednesday, the pro-
posal is being devel-
oped under the direction
of Federal Minister for
Power Division Sardar
Awais Ahmed Khan
Leghari, with several in-
ternal consultative and
technical meetings al-
ready held to shape the

framework.
Under the pro-

posed model, industrial
consumers will have the
option to adopt a multi-
slab tariff structure,
where electricity pricing
is linked to average mar-
ginal cost signals across
defined t ime-of-use
slabs. The approach is
intended to better reflect
the actual cost of elec-
tricity supply during dif-
ferent periods of
demand.The tariff will
comprise two main com-
ponents. Fixed charges
will be determined based
on Maximum Demand In-
dicators (MDI) and are
expected to be relatively
higher,  encouraging
consumers to manage

and reduce peak de-
mand. Variable energy
charges will  be
rationalised and aligned
more closely with actual
energy costs, allowing
more cost-reflective pric-
ing.

The structure is ex-
pected to support im-
proved load manage-
ment by enabling indus-
tries to shift operations
to lower-cost periods. It
is also aimed at promot-
ing electricity consump-
tion during off-peak
hours, improving the
system load factor and
reducing pressure on the
grid during peak demand
periods.Officials said the
proposed mechanism is
also intended to reduce

the need for costly ca-
pacity additions by
incentivising peak de-
mand reduction. The
framework is expected to
support industrial pro-
ductivity and competi-
tiveness through more
predictable energy
costs.The minister has
directed that the pro-
posed tariff regime be
refined through exten-
sive stakeholder consul-
tations to ensure
inclusivity and effec-
tiveness. Consultations
will be held with indus-
trial consumers, cham-
bers of commerce and
trade bodies across the
country, with feedback
to be incorporated into
the final design. The
first consultative confer-
ence will be held online
on March 26.Separately,
the minister said the Na-
tional Grid Company's
indigenisation policy
had resulted in con-
tracts worth Rs12.673
billion awarded to local
industries, along with
around 40% savings on
transmission line con-
ductors compared to im-
ported alternatives.

He said the policy
had enabled local manu-
facturing through edu-
cational orders, joint
ventures and the estab-
lishment of local subsid-
iaries.NEWS DESK:Prices of

essential items have
shown a mixed trend as
the Gulf war,  which
started on Feb 28,
pushed up transporta-
tion costs following a
surge in energy prices
due to disruptions.

Since shipping
companies have raised
freight and war risk
charges, the landed cost
of imported finished
goods and raw materials
has skyrocketed.

A random market
survey before and after
the outbreak of the war
in the Middle East,
shows that vendors of
beef,  mutton and
chicken jacked up prices
before Ramazan and dur-
ing the lead-up to Eid.

The current aver-
age rate of beef (with
and without bones) is
Rs1,000-1,500 per kg.
Beef prices had seen a
Rs100-Rs200 increase
ahead of Eid. The rates
for veal surged to
Rs1,800 per kg from
Rs1,600 during
Ramazan.

War-driven costs
push up wholesale
prices, with retail impact
looming; energy shock
threatens inflation spike

Mutton prices have
been hovering between
Rs1,800 and Rs2,750 in
various cities, showing
no change since Feb 28.

Consumers ex-
pected a drop in beef
and mutton prices be-
cause the war had
stalled exports, but high
domestic demand during
Eid festivities kept meat
prices out of reach for
many. According to meat

merchants, export ship-
ments were being sent
by air.

Chicken, another
most sought-after Eid
item, saw a jump to
Rs360-Rs500 per kg from
Rs300-420 two days be-
fore the war began on
Feb 28.

As per the Sensitive
Price Index (SPI), the
prices of Masoor,
Moong, Maash and
gram pulses have stayed
almost unchanged at
Rs220-320, Rs340-Rs460,
Rs400-540 and Rs210-
340 per kg, respectively,
since Feb 28.

Rauf Ibrahim, who
heads the Karachi
Wholesalers and Gro-
cers Association
(KWGA), said the Rs55
per litre rise in diesel has
had an impact of Rs5-
Rs7 on wholesale prices
of edible items.

But retail prices

have shown no impact
so far due to the Eid holi-
days.

Cooking oil
As per SPI,  the

prices of branded cook-
ing oil (five kilo pack),
2.5kg of ghee tin and one
kg ghee have been un-
changed at Rs2,850-
3,110, Rs1,400-1,587 and
Rs560-592, respectively.

A retailer at Tariq
Road Market said the
distributors of oil prod-
ucts had hinted at a jump
of Rs200 per five kg/litre
ghee and cooking oil
cartons.

Sheikh Amjad
Rasheed, a former chair-
man of the Pakistan
Vanaspati Manufactur-
ers Association
(PVMA), said manufac-
turers had raised prices
by Rs5-10 per kg/litre for
ghee and cooking oil.

The rate of palm oil
has surged to $1,220-

1,240 per tonne in the in-
ternational market, up
from $ 1,020 before the
war.

The domestic palm
oil rate has gone up to
Rs16,000 per maund
from Rs15,000, while fu-
tures are being quoted
at Rs8,000, he added.

“Ghee and cooking
oil prices will not go up
drastically as the coun-
try has palm oil stocks
of 550,000 tonnes —
enough for three
months.”

Potato, onion and
tomato prices also held
unchanged at Rs20-70,
Rs40-130 and Rs40-140
per kg.

The prices of wheat
and wheat flour fluctu-
ated amid the arrival of
the new crop in Sindh.
For example, a 20kg flour
bag costs Rs1,810-2,710,
while a 10kg bag costs
Rs1,068.

NEWS DESK:Oil prices
slid about 4 per cent on
Wednesday on reports
that the US had sent Iran
a 15-point proposal
aimed at ending the war,
prompting talk of
progress toward a
ceasefire.

Brent futures fell
3.96, or 3.8pc, to $100.53
a barrel at 10:41am EDT
(1441 GMT), while US
West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude fell $3.57,
or 3.9pc, to $88.78.

Pakistan has deliv-
ered a US proposal to
Iran, and either Pakistan
or Turkiye could be a
venue for discussions to
de-escalate the war, a
senior Iranian official
told Reuters on Wednes-
day.

Iran has denied that
direct talks had taken
place, and an Iranian mili-
tary spokesman said the
US is negotiating with
itself, according to state
media.

Despite market tur-
moil, Washington holds
off tapping strategic oil
reserves

“This latest price
downturn largely relates
to a 15-point US plan to
end the war,” analysts at

energy advisory firm
Ritterbusch and Associ-
ates said in a note.

“Iran has yet to in-
dicate a positive re-
sponse to the reported
recent talks, and until a
greater definit ion is
forthcoming regarding
major progress, the oil
market will remain vul-
nerable to another price
up-spike.”

Extreme price
swings in recent weeks
boosted Brent’s historic
or actual 30-day close-
to-close volatility to its
highest since April 2022
and WTI’s volatility to
its highest since June
2020.

Shipments via
Hormuz

The war has all but
halted shipments of oil
and liquefied natural gas
through the Strait of
Hormuz, which typically
carries about one-fifth
of the world’s LNG and
crude supply.

The International
Energy Agency (IEA)
has called it the biggest-
ever oil supply disrup-
tion.

The result is a daily
loss of around 20 million
barrels of crude, mean-

ing after 25 days, a loss
of some 500 million bar-
rels, or five full days of
global supply.

Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi
asked IEA chief Fatih
Birol for an additional
coordinated release of
oil stockpiles when they

met on Wednesday, as
Tokyo seeks to shield
consumers from higher
energy prices.

Despite the expec-
tations of some ana-
lysts, the latest data from
the US Energy Informa-
tion Administration
(EIA) on Wednesday

showed the US did not
start pulling crude out of
its Strategic Petroleum
Reserve (SPR) during
the week ended March
20.

Iran has told the UN
Security Council and the
International Maritime
Organisation that “non-

hostile vessels”
may transit  the

Strait if they coordinate
with Iranian authorities,
according to a note seen
by Reuters on Tuesday.

To offset  the
Hormuz disruptions, oil
exports from Saudi
Arabia’s Red Sea Yanbu

port rose to nearly four
million barrels per day
last week, a sharp in-
crease from before the
war broke out, shipping
data showed.

Baltic ports under
attackRussia’s Baltic
ports of Primorsk and
Ust-Luga, major export

terminals, suspended
crude oil and oil prod-
ucts loadings on
Wednesday after Ukrai-
nian drone attacks
sparked a blaze which
could be seen from Fin-
land, two sources told
Reuters.

It was one of the
largest strikes against
Russia’s oil export facili-
ties in the four-year war.

Two stray Ukrai-
nian military drones en-
tered the airspace of Es-
tonia and Latvia on
Wednesday morning via
Russia, one of which
slammed into a chimney
at a local power station
while the other crash-
landed, the two Baltic
countries said.

US oil inventories
The US EIA said

energy firms added 6.9
million barrels of crude
into stockpiles during
the week ended March
20.

That was higher
than the 0.5m barrel build
analysts forecast in a
Reuters poll and the
2.4m barrel build that
market sources said the
American Petroleum In-
stitute trade group re-
ported on Tuesday.

than the surge in the in-
ternational market, as
the government chose
to collect more money
than required from mo-
torcyclists and car own-
ers to subsidise the use
of diesel, mostly by the
public transport and the
agriculture sector.

Both federal and
provincial governments
have since introduced a
range of austerity steps,
including an additional
weekly holiday, cutting
free petrol allocations
for ministers, limiting
protocol vehicles, and
proposing subsidised
fuel for students.
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Only biological females, determined by
gene screening, will be allowed in

Olympic's female events

Sinner powers past Michelsen to
reach Miami quarter-finals

PM urged to postpone ‘unconstitutional’
PHF Congress meeting

PSL 11 set to start with Lahore-Hyderabad clash

IPL’s Bengaluru to keep 11 seats
empty in honour of stampede dead

NEWS DESK:Only bio-
logical female athletes,
whose gender will be de-
termined by a one-time
gene-screening test, will
now be eligible to take
part ?in female category
events at the Olympic
Games, the International
Olympic Committee
(IOC) said on Thursday.

The IOC unveiled
its new policy, ?follow-
ing an 18-month consul-
tation phase, on the pro-
tection of the female cat-
egory as part of its ini-
tiative to have a univer-
sal rule for competitors
in female elite sports af-
ter years of fragmented
regulation that led to
major controversies.

All athletes want-
ing to qualify or take part
in female category
events from the LA2028
Olympics onwards ?will
have to undergo an SRY
gene test to determine
their eligibility.

"Based on scien-
tific evidence, the IOC
considers that the pres-
ence ?of the SRY gene is
fixed throughout life and
represents highly accu-
rate evidence that an

athlete has experienced
male ?sex development,"
the IOC said in a
statement.The IOC had
long declined to apply
any universal rule on
transgender participa-
tion in the Olympics
?and, in 2021, instructed
international federations
to come up with their
own guidelines.

New IOC President
Kirsty Coventry did a U-
turn immediately after
taking ?over in June last
year,  saying her
organisation would take
the lead for a uniform

NEWS DESK:Indian
Premier League cham-
pions Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru will keep
11 seats at their M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium
empty in memory of
the fans crushed to
death in title celebra-
tions last year, the team
said Tuesday.

Eleven supporters
aged between 14 and
29 died in a stampede
outside the stadium in
June after RCB won
the IPL for the first
time.

The lucrative T20
tournament begins its
2026 season on Satur-
day when RCB host
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

The Bengaluru
team, including star
batsman Virat Kohli,
will warm up for the
game in tops sporting
the number 11 and
wear black arm bands
for the match.

Along with the per-
manently empty seats,
CEO Rajesh Menon
said: “This is a tribute

NEWS DESK: Prepara-
tions are complete for
the opening match of the
11th edition of the HBL
Pakistan Super League,
with defe-nding champi-
ons Lahore Qalandars
taking on debutants
Hyderabad Kings-men
in a behind-closed-doors
contest at the Gadd-afi
Stadium on Thursday.

Captains of all eight
participating teams ad-
dressed a joint pre-tour-
nament press confer-
ence here on Wednes-
day, while the sides also
conducted practice ses-
sions at the LCCA
ground.

Signs of PSL activ-
ity were evident
throughout the Gaddafi
Stadium vicinity.

Shaheen Shah
Afridi (Lahore
Qalandars), Babar Azam
(Peshawar Zalmi), David
Warner (Karachi Kings),
Shadab Khan
(Islamabad United),
Mar-nus Labuschagne
( H y d e r a - b a d
Kingsmen),  Ashton
Turner (Multan Sul-
tans), Mohammad
Rizwan (Rawalpindi
Pindiz) and Saud
Shakeel (Quetta Gladia-
tors) expressed opti-
mism about a competi-
tive tournament ahead,
even as they lamented
the absence of specta-
tors due to the Pakistan

Cricket Board’s auster-
ity measures.

The decision fol-
lows the government’s
energy conservation
policy amid the ongoing
USA-Israel conflict with
Iran.

Pakistan’s ODI cap-
tain Shaheen Shah Afridi
voiced confidence in
Lahore Qalandars
mounting a strong title
challenge, aiming for a
fourth triumph.

“We will try our
best to win the title once
again. The boys pre-
pared well during prac-
tice sessions in
Islamabad before arriv-
ing in Lahore and we are
looking forward to play-
ing good cricket,” he
said.

Shaheen noted that
the PSL had produced
several quality players
for the national side
over the past decade and
hoped the trend would
continue. How-ever, he
declined to comment
when asked whether he
should relinquish the
T20 captaincy in favour
of focusing solely on
ODIs.

“Let us keep our
discussion limited to the
PSL,” he remarked.

Former Pakistan
captain Rizwan, who is
leading Rawalpindi
Pindiz, offered measured
remarks on the league’s

contribution to national
cricket when questioned
about expectations for
the next 10 years.

“PSL is a commend-
able initiative of the PCB.
Credit for taking it to this
stage also goes to Najam
Sethi, who launched it in
2016. The recent sale of
a team for Rs245 crore
shows how far we have
come. While the nation
may be disappointed
with the current state of

Pakistan cricket,  as
Shaheen mentioned,
promising players are
emerging from the junior
ranks and we should re-
main hopeful,” Rizwan
said.

He added that the
national team’s combi-
nation was not yet
settled, with some play-
ers perhaps not in their
ideal roles.

“Once we sort these
thi-ngs out, Pakistan will

rise again and the nation
will be happy,” he ob-
served.

Peshawar Zalmi
skipper Babar acknowl-
edged that his side’s
bowling had struggled in
the past but stressed the
need for better execution
of plans.

Regarding the lack
of live spectators, Babar
said crowds always pro-
vided a significant mo-
rale boost.

“We will miss them
and they will miss us
too. But we will try to
play entertaining cricket
so that fans can enjoy
the action on their tele-
vision screens,” he said.

H y d e r a b a d
Kingsmen captain
Labuschagne said his
team, making its PSL de-
but, was ready to com-
pete despite the pres-
sure inherent in any ma-
jor league.

“We have dis-
cussed the roles of our
players and our match
strategies in detail and
we trust their skills.

This is a new chap-
ter for the Kingsmen and
a great opportunity to
showcase what we can
do,” he remarked.

Karachi Kings’
Warner highlighted the
strength of his squad
and expressed hope that
the team would build on

approach."At the Olym-
pic Games, even the
smallest margins can be
the difference between
victory and defeat,"
Coventry said in the
statement.

"So, it is absolutely
clear that it would not be
fair for biological males
to compete in the female
category. ?In addition,
in some sports it would
simply not be safe.”The
new rules have no retro-
active power and no im-
pact on grassroots or
?amateur sports.There
are exceptions, the IOC

its performance from the
previous season.

Multan Sultans
captain Turner de-
scribed the PSL as one
of the finest T20 leagues
in the world, featuring
several talented players.

“I am eagerly look-
ing forward to compet-
ing alongside them in
the coming days,” he
said.

Islamabad United
skipper Shadab was
asked about his incon-
sistent performances
and whether they might
affect his prospects of
captaining the national
T20 side, but he did not
get the opportunity to
respond as the
questio-ner directed dif-
ferent queries to multiple
captains.

In the previous 10
editions of the PSL,
Lahore Qala-ndars (2022,
2023, 2025) and
Islamabad Uni-ted (2016,
2018,

 2024) have each
won three t it les.
Pes-hawar Zalmi (2017),
Multan Sultans (2021),
Quetta Gladiators (2019)
and Kar-achi Kings
(2020) have lifted the tro-
phy once apiece.

Two new fran-
chises — Rawalpindi
Pindiz and Hyderabad
Kingsmen — have
joined the league this
season.

said, for rare cases of
sex development."With
the rare exception of ath-
letes with a diagnosis of
Complete Androgen In-
sensitivity Syndrome
(CAIS) ?or other ?rare
differences/disorders in
sex development
(DSDs) who do not ben-
efit from the anabolic
and/or performance-en-
hancing effects of test-
osterone,  no athlete
with an SRY-positive
screen is eligible for
competition in the female
category at  an IOC
event," the IOC said.

NEWS DESK: Terming
the Pakistan Hockey
Federation (PHF) Con-
gress meeting sched-
uled for Friday unconsti-
tutional, several repre-
sentatives from different
parts of the country who
claim to be the genuine
members of the Con-
gress and some former
players have urged
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to postpone the
said meeting.

The Congress meet-
ing,  called by the
Mohyuddin Ahmad
Wani-led ad-hoc PHF
body, is scheduled to be
held in Islamabad.

While member of
the National Assembly
Shehla Raza, who is a
PHF Congress member
from Sindh, wrote a let-
ter to the prime minister
who is the federation’s
patron-in-chief, other
aggrieved Congress
members from Sindh,
Punjab, Azad Kashmir,
Gilgit-Baltistan and
other parts of the coun-
try sent their letters to
Wani, members of the
Standing Committee of
the Inter-Provincial
Coordina-tion Ministry,
Pakistan Sports Board
(PSB) and the IPC Min-
istry, for not inviting
them to the March 27
gathering.

In their letters, the
members pointed out
that though they were
elected in the 2022 PHF
elections, neither the IPC
nor the PSB endorsed
those elections.

Later, previous PHF
president Tariq Hussain
Bugti in 2023 and 2024
changed several Con-
gress members uncon-
sti tutionally, which
caused a dispute be-
tween the PSB, IPC and
Bugti, the upset Con-
gress members ex-
pressed.

Now, the concerned
members pointed out,
the same Congress mem-
bers,  who were ap-
proved by Bugti, were
called to Friday’s meet-
ing despite the fact that
neither the IPC nor the
PSB endorsed that list of
members.

According to PHF’s
constitution, they un-
derlined, a Congress
member could only be
changed in three condi-
tions: in case of a death,
a resignation or a no-
confidence motion
passed against a mem-
ber by his respective

district body.
Whereas Bugti, the

omitted Congress mem-
bers contended, had
changed many Con-
gress members, ignoring
all three conditions of
the constitution, adding
these “unconstitutional
mem-b-ers” were asked
to attend the meeting.

Moreover, they
emphasised, the Wani-
led body, despite pres-
ently having no func-
tioning secretary or trea-
surer,

had decided to
amend the PHF consti-
tution in Friday’s meet-
ing, which they claimed
was not included in its
mandate that was only
to hold fresh PHF elec-
tions.

Meanwhile, Shehla
in her letter to the Prime
Minister, IPC, PSB and
all members of the Sen-
ate and National Assem-
bly Standing Commit-

tees on the IPC Minis-
try, pointed out that “se-
rious concerns have
arisen regarding the no-
tice issued for an extraor-
dinary Congress meet-
ing of the PHF, report-
edly called by the ad-hoc
President PHF on
March 27, 2026 under
Article 12.10 & 12.10.3 of
the PHF Constitution.

“This development
warrants immediate at-
tention in light of estab-
lished facts and prior of-
ficial directions.
Through a clear trail of
documented decisions
and a series of meetings
of the Standing Commit-
tee on IPC and the PSB,
it is widely known within
the hockey fraternity
and the nation that the
Honourable Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan,
through the IPC and the
PSB, has already sus-
pended the PHF,” she
said in her letter.

NEWS DESK: Jannik
Sinner powered into the
Miami Open quarter-fi-
nals on Tuesday, defeat-
ing unseeded American
Alex Michelsen in
straight sets to stay on
course for the “Sun-
shine Double”.

Italian second seed
Sinner, who is bidding to
follow up his triumph at
Indian Wells with victory
in Miami, bided his time
before completing a 7-5,
7-6(7/4) win in 1hr 41min.

The four-time
Grand Slam champion,
who will face 19th seed
Frances Tiafoe in the last
eight, was made to work
hard by the 40th-ranked
Michelsen.

After a cagey open-
ing Sinner began to put
pressure on Michelsen’s
serve in the ninth game
of the first set, carving
out three break points.

Michelsen rode out
that storm, but Sinner fi-
nally broke through in
the 11th game before
serving out for the first
set.

Michelsen hit back
in the second set, break-
ing Sinner for a 4-2 lead
before holding to go 5-2
up.

Michelsen ap-
peared to struggle with
the bright late afternoon
sunlight on the Hard
Rock Stadium’s main
court and Sinner came
roaring back to force a

tiebreak.
Sinner sealed the

win with a thumping
serve that Michelsen
could only return wide.

“I feel like I served
very well in important
moments and that
helped me out, espe-
cially in the tough mo-
ments,” said Sinner, who
unfurled 15 aces to
Michelsen’s three.

“But today was not
easy — I played a night
match yesterday and to-

day in the daytime, so
the conditions were very
different.”

Home hope Tiafoe
advanced to his quarter-
final date with Sinner af-
ter battling past France’s
Terence Atmane 6-4, 1-
6, 6-4.Spanish qualifier
Martin Landaluce,
ranked 151st in the

world, upset American
32nd seed Sebastian
Korda to score a 2-6, 7-
6(8/6), 6-4 victory.

The win marked an-
other impressive victory
for the 20-year-old
Landaluce, who elimi-
nated Russian 14th seed
Karen Khachanov.

Korda,  who had
beaten world number
one Carlos Alcaraz in the
previous round, had a
match point late in the
second set ,  but

Landaluce survived to
set up a quarter-final
against Czech 21st seed
Jiri Lehecka.

Landaluce, who had
failed to register a single
win at tour level in 2026
before arriving in Miami,
dedicated his latest suc-
cess to his late grand-
mother.

“She would have
been 101 last week, and
she passed away a few
months ago. I wanted to
give her the victory,”
Landaluce said.

Lehecka booked his
place in the quarter-fi-
nals by ousting sixth
seed Taylor Fritz 6-4, 6-
7(4/7), 6-2 in 2hr 25min.

“I just felt that in the
third set, if I wanted to
beat a guy like Taylor, I
just needed to go for it
and be aggressive,”

Lehecka said.
American 22nd

seed Tommy Paul set up
a quarter-final against
France’s Arthur Fils af-
ter cruising past
Argentina’s Tomas
Etcheverry 6-1, 6-3.

Fils beat Monaco’s
Valentin Vacherot 6-4, 6-
7 (4/7), 6-4.

to our fans, who will
always remain a part of
our journey.”

After the tragedy,
authorities deemed the
venue unsafe due to
structural and crowd
management deficien-
cies, and moved im-
portant fixtures else-
where.

But earlier this
month the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) said that
the stadium would host
games, including RCB
home fixtures.

Menon said crowd
management measures
have been “signifi-
cantly strengthened”,
including setting up AI-
led cameras.

“This system pro-
vides real-time alerts,
including stand-spe-
cific crowd counts, to
ensure better monitor-
ing and control,” he
said.

The stampede
took place a day after
RCB won the final
against Punjab Kings
and returned to a

homecoming trophy
parade.

Hundreds of thou-
sands gathered on the
streets to welcome
their hero Kohli and his
victorious team-mates.
More than 50 people
were injured.

Several officials,
including a senior RCB
executive, and repre-
sentatives of event
organisers DNA and
Karnataka State
Cricket Association,
were questioned by
police.
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High-level meeting chaired by president
stresses national consensus, institutional

coordination amid regional volatility

Unidentified attackers blow up
government school in KP’s Bannu

Temporary pause in Operation Ghazab
lil-Haq has concluded, FO says

ECP disqualifies PTI senator Murad Saeed following
conviction in May 9 case

DPM Dar says US-Iran ‘indirect
talks’ taking place through

messages being relayed by Pakistan
NEWS DESK:Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Thursday said that
US-Iran “indirect talks”
were taking place
through messages being
relayed by Pakistan.

“There has been
unnecessary specula-
tion in the media regard-
ing peace talks to end
ongoing conflict in the
Middle East,” he said in
a post on the social me-
dia platform X.

“In reality, US-Iran
indirect talks are taking
place through messages
being relayed by Paki-
stan. In this context, the
United States has shared
15 points, being deliber-

having been “militarily
obliterated.”

“They better get se-
rious soon, before it is
too late, because once
that happens, there is
NO TURNING BACK,
and it won’t be pretty,”
he said.

The developments
come a day after an
acknowledgement of
Pakistan’s role in
backchannel diplomacy
between the warring
sides, as Iranian officials
confirmed that Pakistan
had passed on a pro-
posal from the US to Iran
for ending the war.

This seemed to be a
reference to the ‘15-
point plan’ that Trump

security official.
“The official with

knowledge of the details
of the proposal… said
Iran will not allow US
President Donald
Trump to dictate the tim-
ing of the war’s end,” it
said.

“Iran will end the
war when it decides to
do so and when its own
conditions are met,” the
official said, outlining
five conditions under
which Tehran would
agree to end the ongo-
ing conflict.

These include: a
complete halt to “ag-
gression and assassina-
tions” by the enemy; the
establishment of con-

had referred to a day ear-
lier.

Although its con-
tents were not officially
disclosed, as per Israel’s
Channel 12, it centred
around stopping Iran
from building nuclear
weapons, limiting its
missile programme in
range and quantity,
stopping its support for
Hezbollah in Lebanon,
Hamas in Gaza and the
Houthis in Yemen, as
well as reopening the
Strait of Hormuz so it
could function as a “free
maritime corridor”.

In exchange, the
plan promised the lifting
of all sanctions on Iran,
and international assis-
tance in developing its
nuclear capacity for en-
ergy production.

However,  Iran’s
state-run Press TV re-
ported on Wednesday
that Tehran had “re-
sponded negatively” to
the American proposal,
citing a senior political-

ated upon by Iran,” he
said.

“Brotherly coun-
tries of Turkiye and
Egypt, among others, are
also extending their sup-
port to this initiative,” he
said.

“Pakistan remains
fully committed to pro-
moting peace and con-
tinues to make every ef-
fort to ensure stability in
the region and beyond,”
he said, adding that dia-
logue and diplomacy
were the only way for-
ward.

He also tagged US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, Iran’s Foreign
Minister Abbas
Araghchi and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
Middle East Envoy
Steve Witkoff in the
post.

Shortly after Trump
took to his Truth Social
platform to say Iranian
negotiators were “beg-
ging” for a deal despite
what he described as

NEWS DESK: The Elec-
tion Commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP) has dis-
qualified PTI’s Murad
Saeed from his Senate
seat following his con-
viction in a May 9 case,
it emerged on Thursday.

The ECP’s notifica-
tion for Saeed’s disquali-
fication mentioned his
sentencing by an anti-
terrorism court (ATC) on
March 7. Saeed was
named among 47 pro-
claimed offenders sen-
tenced to 10 years’ im-
prisonment in the May 9
case General Headquar-
ters (GHQ) attack case by
a Rawalpindi ATC.

In a notification
dated March 25 and
available with Dawn, the
ECP cited the court’s
March 7 order, stating:
“Murad Saeed, notified
as returned candidate on
a general seat of Senate
from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province
[..] has become disquali-
fied under Article
63(1)(h) of the Constitu-
tion of Islamic Republic
of Pakistan and is hereby
de-notified. Resultantly,
his seat has become va-
cant.” Article 63(1h) of

NEWSDESK: Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari
on Thursday chaired a
high-level meeting that
stressed the impor-
tance of national con-
sensus and institu-
tional coordination in
view of emerging re-
gional challenges aris-
ing from the ongoing
US-Israel war on
Iran.

According to a
handout by the
President’s Secre-
tariat, the meeting
was held at the
Aiwan-i-Sadr in
Islamabad. It was at-
tended by Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif
and Chief of Defence
Forces and Chief of
Army Staff Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir.

According to the
handout, the broader
regional situation also
came under discus-
sion, including its im-
plications for
Pakistan’s security,
economic outlook and
food security.

The meeting
emphasised the need
for a coordinated na-
tional response, noting
that policy decisions
must prioritise stability
while safeguarding the

crete mechanisms to en-
sure that the war is not
reimposed on the Is-
lamic Republic; guaran-
teed and clearly defined
payment of war damages
and reparations; the
conclusion of the war
across all fronts and for
all resistance groups in-
volved throughout the
region; and, interna-
tional recognition and
guarantees regarding
Iran’s sovereign right to
exercise authority over
the Strait of Hormuz.

Meanwhile, Reuters
reported that despite its
init ial  negative re-
sponse, Iran was still re-
viewing the US proposal
and had not rejected it
outright, citing an un-
named senior Iranian of-
ficial.

S u b s e q u e n t l y,
White House Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt,
in a briefing on Wednes-
day, said that talks were
still on, and described
them as “productive”.

interests of the public.
“The meeting un-

derscored the impor-
tance of maintaining
national consensus and
strengthening institu-
tional coordination in
view of emerging re-
gional challenges.

It was agreed that
economic manage-
ment,

energy planning,
food security and
broader security con-
siderations must re-

NEWS DESK:The For-
eign Office (FO) on
Thursday said that the
temporary pause in Op-
eration Ghazab lil-Haq
against  the Afghan
Taliban had concluded
and the operation would
continue “until its objec-
tives are achieved”.

FO Spokesperson
Tahir Andrabi made the
remarks while answering
questions during his
weekly press briefing re-
garding whether the
pause had been ex-
tended.

Operation Ghazab
lil-Haq was launched on
the night of Feb 26 fol-
lowing cross-border fir-
ing by the Afghan
Taliban.

“Operation Gazab
Lil-Haq is ongoing. It is
a precise, targeted opera-
tion, military campaign
directed against terrorist
leadership and their sup-
port and command, infra-
structure, logistics, lo-
gistic networks and fa-
cilitators and abettors of
these terrorist  acts
within the Taliban regime
and in the Taliban con-
trolled area,” he said.

Andrabi said that a
temporary pause was
observed in “deferrence
to Eidul Fitr celebrations
and in response to re-
quests from our broth-

erly Islamic countries”.
“The pause has

concluded [on] mid-
night between, I think,
March 23 and 24. So, op-
erations under Opera-
tion Gazab Lil Haq con-
tinue now until the ob-
jectives are achieved,
and until the Afghan
Taliban regime reviews
its misplaced priority of
supporting terror infra-
structures and terror
proxies over the welfare
of their own Afghan
people.

So, our position is
anchored in this broad
policy statement,” he
said.On March 18, Infor-
mation Minister

Attaullah Tarar had an-
nounced that Pakistan
had decided on a “tem-
porary pause” in Opera-
tion Ghazab lil-Haq in
view of Eidul Fitr and “at
the request of brotherly
Islamic countries”.

At the time, he said
that Pakistan had offered
the gesture in good faith
and in keeping with Is-
lamic norms.

Shortly after the an-
nouncement, the Af-
ghan Taliban also de-
clared a temporary sus-
pension of their military
operations against Paki-
stan.

Afghan Taliban
s p o k e s p e r s o n

Zabihullah Mujahid also
said the decision was
taken in response to re-
quests from Saudi
Arabia, Turkiye and
Qatar.

Earlier this week, a
group of clerics from Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan
had appealed to the au-
thorities on both sides
to extend the pause in
hostilities to Eidul Azha.

There has been a
resurgence in terrorism
in Pakistan since the Af-
ghan Taliban returned to
power in Kabul in 2021.
Islamabad has repeat-
edly urged the Taliban
administration to dis-
mantle terrorist sanctu-

aries on Afghan soil,
particularly those linked
to the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan. Officials say
those appeals have
gone unheeded.

Torkham crossing
reopened for return of
Afghan nationals

Meanwhile,  the
Torkham border cross-
ing between Pakistan
and Afghanistan was re-
opened on Thursday for
the return of stranded
and illegal Afghan na-
tionals after remaining
closed since February
26.

Officials at the tem-
porary transit centre es-
tablished near Hamza
Baba mausoleum in
Landi Kotal said that as
many as 50 Afghans,
awaiting their deporta-
tion since the last week
of February, were the
first  to undergo the
clearance process after
they received a green
signal from Islamabad
for resumption of the
registration process.

They said all 50 Af-
ghan nationals were
lodged at a mosque in
Landi Kotal bazaar since
Feb 26 and they were
brought to the center on
Thursday morning after
permission for registra-
tion was granted by the
interior ministry.

main closely aligned to
meet this challenging
situation,” the handout
stated.

It said the meet-
ing reviewed the
evolving economic
and energy situation in
the backdrop of oil
supply constraints and
hike in petroleum
prices, alongside re-
gional security devel-
opments.

The meeting also
reviewed the “impact

of fluctuations in glo-
bal oil and gas supplies
and prices on
Pakistan’s economy,
with particular focus
on managing inflation-
ary pressures and en-
suring energy secu-
rity”, the handout said.

“The ministers for
finance and petroleum
briefed the meeting on
ongoing measures to
stabilise petroleum
prices, manage the ef-
fects of rising fuel

costs on other sectors
of the economy and
enforce fiscal disci-
pline through austerity
measures to reduce
expenditure pres-
sures,” it added.

The meeting also
emphasised the need
for public awareness
to reduce fuel con-
sumption,

encourage the use
of public transporta-
tion and promote
shared ride systems.

NEWS DESK: A
government school in
Ghora village in
K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu
was destroyed on
Thursday in a power-
ful explosion.

According to the
details, unidentified
miscreants planted ex-
plosives at the Gov-
ernment Primary
School Noor Jan Baka
Khel, located in Ghora
village in the Baka
Khel area of Bannu,
and blew up the build-
ing.

As a result of the
explosion, the school
structure was com-
pletely destroyed.

Police sources
have claimed that mili-
tants were allegedly
staying inside the
school and were busy
preparing an impro-
vised explosive device
(IED) when the explo-
sion occurred. How-
ever, this claim has not
yet been officially con-
firmed.

Meanwhile, secu-

rity sources have also
reported the presence
of a suspected suicide
bomber in Bannu. In
response, police and
other law enforcement
agencies have issued
a high alert across the
city.

A police official
stated that reports of
a possible suicide at-
tacker have been re-
ceived,

with Bannu Police
Lines believed to be
the potential target.
Considering the sensi-
tivity of the situation,
immediate and effec-
tive security measures
have been taken, he
said.

The Bannu Police
Lines Road has been
closed to all traffic and
security has been
tightened across the
city to prevent any un-
toward incident.

A wave of con-
cern has spread
among local residents,
while law enforce-
ment agencies con-
tinue to closely moni-

tor the situation.
It is also notewor-

thy that a peace march
is scheduled to take
place in Bannu tomor-
row, for which a strong
public mobilisation
campaign is currently
underway.

KP has seen a rise
in terror attacks in the
past year. According
to the Annual Security
Report 2025 from the
Centre for Research
and Security Studies
(CRSS), KP recorded
a significant surge in
violence last year as
“fatalities rose from
1,620 in 2024 to 2,331
in 2025”.

A vacant police
post located in the
Adhami Pul area of
KP’s Domel was par-
tially damaged in a
bomb explosion on
Monday night.

Earlier this month,
four bodies were re-
covered near the To-
rah Khula Bakakhel
area of Bannu and
one person was found
injured.

the Constitution stipu-
lates that a person shall
be disqualified from Par-
liament if they have been
convicted for any of-
fence involving moral
turpitude or sentenced
to imprisonment for a
term of not less than two
years.  Saeed was elected
as a senator in July 2025.

Two years prior to
that, the arrest of PTI
founder Imran Khan on
May 9, 2023, had trig-

gered widespread riots
across Pakistan, during
which government
buildings and military
installations — includ-
ing the army’s GHQ in
Rawalpindi — were
stormed and vandalised.

Following the un-
rest , authorit ies
launched a crackdown
against the PTI, register-
ing dozens of terrorism
cases against its leaders
and supporters.

Among those con-
victed in the GHQ case
alongside Saeed were
Shahbaz Gill , Omar
Ayub, Zartiaj Gul, Zulfi
Bukhari , as well  as
former MNAs Kanwal
Shauzab, Rai Hassan
Nawaz, Muhammad
Ahmed Chattha and
Sheikh Rashid Shafique.

Several of those
sentenced — including
Ayub, Faraz, Gul, Nawaz
and Chattha — have al-

ready been convicted in
other May 9 cases, re-
sulting in their disquali-
fication from public of-
fice.

Other convicts in-
cluded Rai Muhammad
Murtaza Iqbal, Shoukat
Ali Bhatti, Usman Saeed
Basra, Ijaz Khan Jazi,
Malik Abid Hussain,
Zahid Abbas
Choudhary,  Faisal
Mukhtar, and Muzamil
Masood Bhatti.


