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Balochistan Education Crisis: 2.5 Million Children
Still Out of School, Says Secretary Education

Syed Ali Shah:

In a candid assessment of
Balochistan’s struggling educa-
tion sector, Lal Jan Jaffar has re-
vealed thatnearly 2.5 million chil-
dren in the province are still out
of school, exposing a deep-rooted
education crisis.

Speaking in an exclusive in-
terview, he said that out of an es-
timated five million children aged
between five and 16 years, almost
halfare not enrolled in schools.
He further highlighted
alarming findings from a recent
learning outcomes survey, which
showed that only 30 percent of
students in government schools

are meeting basic learning stan-
dards, while nearly 70 percent are
not acquiring essential
education.He described the situ-
ation as deeply concerning,
pointing to multiple challenges in-
cluding the impact of recent
floods, outdated education poli-
cies, and political interference, all
of which have contributed to

weakening the system.

Despite these challenges,
Jaffar said the provincial govern-
‘ment i determined to improve the
situation.

He noted that a province-
wide school enrollment campaign
has been launched under the di-
rectives of Mir Sarfaraz Bugti to
bring more children into

classrooms.He also shared that
over 12,000 teachers have been
recruited on merit to strengthen
the education system and ensure
better learning environments.

He termed these efforts a
positive step toward ensuring
that every child in Balochistan
has access to education and a
better future.

Two Policemen Martyred in Quetta Firing, Gas

Pipeline Explosion Disrupts Supply

Staff Reporter:

Quetta: Violence struck the
provincial capital on Monday as
two police officers were
martyred in a firing incident on
the Eastern Bypass, while a
major gas pipeline was blown
up in a separate act of sabotage
on the Western Bypass.

According to police
sources, unidentified accused
targeted an Eagle Squad patrol,
martyring Constable
Muhammad Noor and Constable
Muhammad Ayub on the spot.

Security forces reached the
area shortly after the attack and
launched a search operation to
trace those responsible.

In another incident, an 18-
inch diameter pipeline of Sui
Southern Gas Company
(SSGC) was damaged in an
explosion near Akhtarabad.

Officials said explosive
material had been planted be-
neath the pipeline, triggering a
powerful blast that set off a
large fire.

Flames were seen rising
high into the air, causing panic
among nearby residents.

Technical teams from

Flames of fir after gas pipeline was blo

SSGC were i ly dis-

Fast bowler Naseem
Shah slapped with
Rs20m fine for
contract breach

NEWS DESK:

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) on Monday slapped a
Rs20 million fine on fast bowler
Naseem Shah for breaching
several clauses of his central
contract.

Last week, the cricketer
was issued a show-cause no-
tice for “violating the terms of
[his] central contract as well as
the media policy and regula-
tions”, requiring him to respond
within the stipulated time.

The notice was ostensibly
issued in response to a social
media post in which Naseem
had expressed a critical opinion
about Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, who was the
chief guest during the opening
match of the Pakistan Super
League played at the Gaddafi
Stadium.

According to
ESPNcricinfo, Naseem had
Naseem’s account responded to
a post from the PCB media ac-
count, saying, “Why is she
treated like the Queen at
Lord’s?”

Minutes later, the post was
taken down and replaced with
another post saying Naseem’s
account had been hacked and
had been recovered by him, the
report said.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the PCB on
Monday, a personal hearing was
held by a three-member disci-
plinary committee after
Naseem’s reply to the show-
cause notice was “received and
reviewed”.

It said that after hearing
and evaluation of Naseem’s
submissions, the committee de-
termined that while the crick-
eter had tendered an uncondi-
tional apology, he had breached
“various clauses of his central
contract” and was subsequently
fined Rs20m.

“It was noted that
Naseem’s social media adviser
has already been terminated by
Naseem and shall be blacklisted
by the PCB from associating
with any player falling under the
PCB’s jurisdiction,” the release
added.

“The PCB remains commit-
ted to upholding professional
obliga-

patched to the scene and suc-
ceeded in shutting off the gas
supply, bringing the fire under
control.

However, the explosion has
resulted in a suspension of gas
supply in Quetta and several ar-
eas of upper Balochistan, af-
fecting a large number of
households.

The worst-affected areas
include Airport Road, Nawan
Killi, Jinnah Town, Hazarganji,
Kuchlak, Pishin, Ziarat and ad-
joining localities, where resi-
dents are facing difficulties due
to the disruption in cooking and

repair work will begin once se-
curity clearance is granted by
law enforcement agencies, add-
ing that restoration of the dam-
aged section may take up to 24
hours.

Law enforcement agencies,
including Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) personnel,
have cordoned off the area and
initiated an investigation.

Preliminary findings sug-
gest that the pipeline, located be-
neath a bridge, was deliberately
targeted.

tions and the integrity of the
game,” it reaffirmed.

According to
ESPNcricinfo, clause 2.23 of
the PCB’s code of conduct
states that any “public criticism
of, or inappropriate comment
in relation to the board, any of
its officials or sponsors or poli-
cies, the International Cricket
Council or any of its officers
or sponsors, player, player sup-
port personnel or match offi-
cials including umpires and
match referees, irrespective of
when such criticism or inappro-
priate comment is made” is not
permitted.

It is worth mentioning that
the National Dialogue Commit-
tee (NDC) — formed by former
PTI leaders — had condemned
the PCB for issuing the show-
cause notice to Naseem.

“While we recognise the
right of any organisation to up-
hold its codes of conduct, we
assert that the PCB’s action in
this instance represents a dan-
gerous overreach that under-
mines a fundamental pillar of
democracy: the right to peace-
ful, critical expression,” the
committee said on Saturday.
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Balochistan High Court
Opens the Doors of Justice
Wider Than Ever Before

Editori:
The Balochistan High
Court’s latest initiative
— introducing a dedi-
cated WhatsApp num-
ber and email address
for public complaints
— marks a meaning-
ful shift toward open-
ness, accessibility, and
public empowerment
within the judicial sys-
tem.

This is notjust a

Long queues, pro-
cedural delays, and
administrative hurdles
made the process dif-
ficult, especially for
people from remote
districts of the prov-
ince.

With digital com-
munication now for-
mally integrated, citi-
zens, litigants, and
counsel will be able to
request and access

misconduct, delays, or
unfair  treatment.
Many people lacked
the courage, re-
sources, or channels to
raise such concerns.
This mechanism
now provides them a
safe and accessible
option, reinforcing the
idea that justice is a
right, not a privilege.
The Balochistan
High Court deserves

an invitation for cm-
zens to engage di-
rectly with the justice
system in ways that
were previously diffi-
cult, time-consuming,
and often intimidating.

For decades, ob-
taining certified copies
of court judgments
was a frustrating or-
deal for clients and
even for experienced
lawyers.

copies far
more easily.

This single step
reduces barriers that
have existed for years
and ensures that jus-
tice is not only done —
but also seen to be
done.

Equally important
is the ability for citi-
zens to file complaints
directly against lower
judiciary officials or
court staff if they face

for taking
a forward-looking ap-
proach to judicial
transparency.

By embracing
technology, the court
has empowered the
public, strengthened
accountability, and
made justice more ap-
proachable for mil-
lions. This is a good
step — one that brings
the judiciary closer to
the people it serves.

Forced Marriage in Islam: A Clear
Violation of Women’s Rights and
Human Dignity

ByMusavirDurrani:
Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make
consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-

id).

The Qur’an
Clearly Forbids
F o r ¢ e
Marriages.Allah
states in Surah An-
Nisa:“O you who be-
lieve, it 1s not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”(Qur’an 4:19)

This verse was
revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic  Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid.

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)
complaining that her
father had married
herwithout her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-

sent is mandatory. advise,but they have riage is not only when dreams on the day of
Hadith Refer- absolutelynopowerto someone is physically their Nikkah.”When a
ences: Sahih al- force their child into pressured. Even girl is forced into a
Bukhari, Hadith 5138. marrying someone. emotional, mental, marriage, pressured
Sahih Muslim, Hadith Even if parents think or family pressure emotionally, or told she
1419. they“know what is counts as force. Any has no other choice,
These narrations best,” they cannot Nikkah done under we destroyher life
all confirm that the override the choice of fear, pressure, or while she is still alive.
Prophet (PBUH) al- their daughter or son. threats This is the new form
lowed the woman to The final decision al- isinvalid (Batil)in of burying women
annul her forced mar- ways Islam. This ruling is alive, and Islam came
riage. belongs tothe per- based on multiple to end thisinjustice
One narration son getting married.  hadith in which the completely.Forced
even states that she Statements such Prophet (PBUH) marriage has no place
chose to remain mar- as: “Ifyoudon’tmarry annulledmarriages in Islam. It is against
ried but wanted to this one, who will done without consent. the Qur’an, against the
teach women that marry you?”. “You Modern Forced Sunnah, and against
fathershave norightto have no choice.” “Do  Marriages, A New thedignity that Islam
force their daughters. it forfamily honor.” Way of Burying gives to every woman
Parents Can Ad- “You must obey your Women Alive. Before and man. Parents must
vise, But They Cannot parents.”These are Islam, Arabs used to love, support, and
Force. pure emotional ma- bury baby guide, but nevercontrol
Islam highly re- nipulation, and Islam girls alive. Today, or force marriage
spects parents, but doesnotallowit. Emo- many scholars say: decisions.“Allah gave
marriage choice is not  tional or Psychological “We no longer bury women this right, and
their right. They can Pressure is Also women in  the no one can take it
guide, suggest, and Haram. Forced mar- ground,we bury their away”.

How Al Is Making Modern Production Smarter and Faster

Al is changing the way
we create and collabo-
rate, with 41% 1 of
brands already using it
for video production.
Production teams now
have to create more con-
tent faster than ever.
Staying on track while
keeping ideas fresh is a
daily challenge. AI is
changing how produc-
tion teams plan, shoot,
and edit. It’s making the
process faster, smarter,
and more creative.

As the need for
faster content grows, Al
is becoming a key tool
in modern studios. It
helps creators stay up to
date with new trends and
what audiences want.
Studios are using Al to
work faster and save
money. According to
Deloitte’s2 2024 report,
42% of executives say it
boosts efficiency and
productivity.

Let’s explore how Al
is changing production
from planning to editing.
You’ll learn how it saves
time, cuts costs, and
booss creativity. By the
end, you'll see how it’s
‘making modern produc-
tion smarter and faster.

The Evolution of A
in Media Production

Alin media produc-
tion has evolved rapidly
over the years, Initially,
it served as a basic tool
for handling repetitive
tasks such as video ed-
iting, adding visual ef-
fects, and creating com-
puter_graphics. Over
time, it has transformed
into a powerful creative
partner that now sup-
ports teams at every
stage of production.

Tn the beginning, AT
was mainly used for CGL,
video automation, and
voice synthesis. These
tools helped save time
but still required signifi-
cant human input. Today,
Al plays an active roie
across pre-production,
production, and post-
production, making the
entire process more effi-
cient and consistent.

During pre-produc-
tion, it assists with
scriptwriting, budget-
ing, and storyboarding.
In production, it en-

tracking,
llghlmg adjustments,
and virtual set design.
Finally, in post-produc-
tion, if streamlines edit-
ing, color correction,
sound design, and even
creates advanced visual
effects.

Major studios such
as Netflix and Warner
Bros. are now using Al-
driven tools to analyze
audience preferences,
optimize workflows, and
enhance storyte]lmg As
a result, Al has shifted
from being a simple tech-
nical assistant to becom-
ing an essential force
shaping the future of
modern media produc-
tion.

Why Production
Houses Are Turning to
Al

Production houses
are facing rising costs
and tighter schedules.
Keeping up with dead-
lines while staying cre-
ative has become a ma-
jor challenge. To stay
efficient, many studios
are now using Al to
manage time and60% of
post-production studios
utilize Al-powered edit-
ing tools to reduce edit-
ing time. reduce ex-
penses. This trend is
growing rapidly as the
global Al in media and
entertainment market is
projected to reach $34.1
billion3 by 2027.

The demand for
quick content is also in-
creasing.

Streaming plat-
forms compete to release
new shows faster, put-
ting pressure on pmduc-
tion teams. At the same
time, 65% of advertising
agencies are already us-
ing Al tools for content
creation, showing how
quickly the industry is
adapting to new téch-
nology. There is also a
shortage of skilled post-
production profession-
als. Al tools step in to
handle repetitive work
like cutting scenes or
syncing dialogue. This
gives creative teams
more time to focus on
storytelling and innova-
tion while keeping
projects on schedule
and within budget.

ow Production

L=

Houses Are Using Al
Alis changing how

production houses work

from start to finish. It

supports every stage of

filmmaking, from plan-
ning and shooting to
editing and final
delivery.In Pre-
ProductionAl s making
the pre-production
stage faster and more
creative. Writers now
use tools like ChatG!
Jasper, and Sudowrite to
draft scripts or explore
story ideas. In fact, 60%
offilm studios are explor-
in; Al-driven
scriptwriting tools to
speed up brai i

see how scenes might
look before filming be-
gins. This makes plan-
ning smoother and re-
duces the need for
costly revisions later.
Alis also improving
casting and budgeting.
Some tools analyze data
to predict how well an
actor will connect with
audiences. Al software
like Celtx and
StudioBinder helps plan
budgets and schedules.
These tools make it
easier for studios to
manage costs, track
spending, and stay on
time.In Production

and script development.
These tools help gener-
ate dialogue, plot twists,
and creative concepts in
minutes, saving time
while keeping creativity
flowing.

Storyboarding and
concept visualization
have also become easier.
Tools like Midjourney,
Runway ML, and Pika
Labs turn written ideas
into visuals, helping di-
rectors and producers

Al is s
the way films are shot on
set. For example, Al-
powered cameras can
automatically track ac-
tors, adjust framing, and
optimize lighting in real
time. This helps direc-
tors capture perfect
shots faster and reduces
the need for repeated
takes. According to
MarketsandMarkets4,
the use of Al cameras in
film production is ex-
pected to grow by 22%

by an average of 30%, The  founders
showing how much it wanted a smarter Al-
improves efficiency. based way to grade
Al also helps with crops.
versioning and distribu- Working with the
tion. It can create mul-  Australian Institute for
tiple edits for different Machine Learning
platforms like social me- (AIML), they built A
dia, TV, or YouTube software that could ana-
Shorts. This allows stu- lyze grain samples in sec-
dios to repurpose con- onds. Their system re-
tent easily and deliver it ~duced testing time from
quickly.” Overall, AT 24 minutes tojust 90 sec-
makes post-production ~onds and achieved 98%
faster, more precise, and ~ accuracy. This made the
more creative. grain supply chain faster
Case Studies: How and more reliable.
Al Is Shaping Modern In 2024, Cropify
Production raised $2 million AUD
Case Study 1:Netflix  from investors to expand
Builds a Cloud-Based its technology. Their
'VFX Studio success proved that Al
Netflix, one of the can bring real value to
biggest entertainment agriculture by making
companies in the world, ~testing fairer, faster, and
began producing its more consistent.
own content in 2012. To  Falkiner advises busi-
make collaboration nesses to focus on real
casier, the company problems first and then
wanted to create a visual  see if Alis the right so-
effects (VFX) studio in lution.
the cloud. This would let Case Study 3:
artists from different What’s Next
countries work together Entertainment’s Use of
without being limited by Al in Creative Produc-
location. tion
Using NICE DCV ‘What’s Next Enter-
and Amazon EC2 G4 in- tainment is redefining
annually by 2027. like cutting, syncing, stances, Netflix built fast how film production
Virtual production and scene detection. and secure remote work- teams approach creativ-
is becoming more com- Smart apps can identify stations. These cloud ity and pre-production.
mon. Tools like Unreal key moments and tools allowed artists to To make their workflow
Engine and NVIDIA streamline workflows, edit, animate, and render - smoother and boost cre-
Omniverse allow film- helpin, ednmfocuson with high-quality visuals ~ative output, the com-
makers to create realis-  storytelling. while keeping perfor- pany uses Al tools llke
tic digital environments Al also improves mance smooth. The sys- Midjourney
before filming begins. color gradingand sound - tem helped Netflix move - ChatGPT in its dallypm—
These virtual sets save editing. It can automati- from testing to full pro- cess.
time, cut costs, and cally balance colors, re-  duction in just one year. During the early
teams more creative fine lighting, remove By using AWS, stages of filmmaking,
dom, especiallyfor large- background noise, and Netflix reduced costs the  team  uses
scale  or  fantasy syncsoundtracks. Even and technical barriers Midjourney for
projects. some free tools can ap- for creators. The com- storyboarding and vi-
Al supports crews ply complex color grad- pany could now attract = sual exploration. It helps
during filming, Voice rec- ing for a consistent top VFX and animation them create detailed vi-
ognition systems can look. These features talent fromanywherein sual references, test
follow script lines orad-  save time and make the the world. This innova- color palettes, and
just camera settings final product polished tion showed how cloud :ha ¢ the overall look
through simple voice and professional. and Al tools can trans- feel of cach scene
commands. In addition, Al en- form modern film pro- before production be-
As a result, on-set hances VFX, CGIL, and duction. gins. This saves time
work becomes smoother,  localization. Tt removes Case Study 2: andimproves collabora-
and the crew can focus green screens, fills miss-  Cropify’s Al Innovation tion among directors,
more on storytelling ing frames, and gener- in Grain Grading designers, and cinema
rather than technical de- ates realistic effects In South Australia, (ographere
tails. quickly. Voice tools like  Anna Falkiner and An- canwhile,
In Post-Production Resemble.ai and drew Hannon founded Cha(GPT supports ide-
This phase gets a ElevenLabs speed up Cropify to make grain ation and research. The
big boost from Al espe-  dubbing and transla- testing faster and more team uses it to study
cially in editing and tions for multiple lan- accurate. Traditional brands, conduct com-
sound design. Tools like guages. testing relied on human petitive analysis, and
Runway ML, Adobe Pre- The use of Al in inspection, which often refine their sentence
miere Pro Al, and video editing has re- caused mistakes and structures and ideas for
Descript automate tasks duced production time disagreements. better storytelling.
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Russia, France urge probe of Israeli ‘murder’ of 3 journalists
~in attack in south Lebanon

NEWS DESK: Russia on
Saturday pushed for an
investigation of the
“murder” of three jour-
nalists in an Israeli
airstrike in southern
Lebanon, bringing those
responsible to justice,
and to “end this bloody
practice once and for
all.”

France also de-
nounced the dilebrate
Killings of Labenese jour-
nalists.

On Telegram, the
Russian Foreign Minis-
try expressed its deepest
condolences to the fami-
lies and friends of the
deceased correspon-
dents.

“The strikes were
aimed,” the ministry un-
derlined.

“Tellingly, they tar-
geted an ordinary civil-
fan vehicle carrying me-
dia workers en route to
an editorial assign-

The  ministry
stressed that the journal-

s were wearing press
insignias, “which never-

“serious crime” by claim-  such attacks on civil- lar circumstances,” it

theless did not protect ing that terrorists posing ~ ians, which, according added.

them from the precision- as journal ts were to international law, in- On Friday, the min-
guided at- amon; cludes media workers, istry summoned Israeli
tack.” in the car struck by the was demonstrated just Ambassador Oded Jo-

rocket.
“That the Israeli
military is capable of

Tt said Israel is try-
ing to absolve itself of
responsibility for the

10 days ago, when an RT
television crew was
nearly killed under simi-

seph to lodge a strong
protest over an Israeli
airstrike wounding RT

eign minister after 3
killed in Lebanon
French Foreign
Minister Jean-Noel
Barrot on Sunday de-
nounced the killing of
three journalists in an
Israeli airstrike in south-
ern Lebanon, noting that
targeting journalists
would be a violation of
international law.
"Journalists must
never be targeted in war
zones, including if they
have ties to parties in
the conflict,” Barrot told
broadcaster France 3,
according to BFM TV.
"Ifit is indeed con-
firmed that the journal-
ists in question were de-
liberately targeted by the
Israeli army, then this is
extremely serious and a
blatant violation of inter-
national law," he said.
Three journalists
were killed on Saturday
when an Israeli airstrike
targeted a vehicle they
were traveling in near the
city of Jezzine in south-
e Lebanon, according

Jjournalists in Lebanon.  tional humanitarian law and that the strike oc- to an Anadolu corre-
Ministry spok as journalists. curred inan area withno  spondent.

woman She emphasised military faciliti In a statement, the

Zakharova cal]ed the nl— that the journalists were France denounced Israeli armyadmitted the

tack "targeted," adding
that it was carried out on
unarmed civilians, who
are protected by interna-

wearing jackets with
easily seen press mark-
ings, carrying only cam-
eras and microphones,

the killing:

‘Journalists must
never be targeted in war
zones,'says French for-

killing of Ali Shuaib, but
did not comment on the
death of the other two
journalists.

Australia to halve fuel tax to keep prices
within reach of citizens amid Iran war

NEWS DESK: Aus-
tralia will halve a fuel
tax to help motorists
experiencing soaring
petrol prices due to
war in the Middle
East, Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese
said Monday.
Albanese  an-
nounced the step after
meeting with the lead-

tinue to arrive in Aus-
tralia, and petrol short-
ages in rural towns
stem from panic buy-
ing and distribution
bottlenecks.

Victoria and Tas-
mania states have
made travel on public
transport free, and
Albanese urged mo-
torists nationally to do

Australia charges
a sales tax of 52 cents
on each litre of petrol
sold at the pump,
which will be halved
for three months.
The measure will
cost the government
$1.75billion (Aus$2.55
billion), offiials sai
“We are making
fuel cheaper today be-

pressure,” he told re-
porters in Canberra.
In New South
Wales, state Premier
Chris Minns said there
were scores of petrol
stations without any
fuel, and the focus was
on helping rural towns.
“If the situation
gets worse, we will
take extra measures,”

ers of Austral cause we understand what they can to con-  he said.
states and territories that Australians are serve petrol by driving Australia’s na-
on Monday, under serious pres-

ss.
“The less fuel we

Trump calls Iran's current leaders 'very reasonable’
as Pakistan prepares to host talks

NEWS DESK:US Presi- ld]ks in Islamabad. US bases
dent Donald Trump said "Pakistan will be ern Syria
the US and Iran have ?honoured to host and Suspected Iranian
been meeting "directly facilitate meaningful drones and rockets tar-
and indirectly” and that talks between the two geted bases hosting US
Iran's new leaders have sides in the coming forces in northeastern
been "very reasonable", days, for a comprehen- Syria on Sunday, caus-
as more US troops ar- sive and lasting settle- ing material damage but
rived in the region and ment of the ongoing no casualties, a war
?Tehran warned it will conflict," he said. It was  monitor saig
notaccept humiliation.  not clear whether the US The Britain-based
Trump'sremarks on  ?and Iran had agreed to Syrian Obeervamry for
Sunday came after Paki- attend. Human Rights
stdn which is acting as Iran's parl)amcnl rocket struck the Qasmk
between  speaker, base in Hasakah prov-
Tehran and Washington, Bager Qalibaf; earlier ac-  ince, followed by drone
said it was preparing ?to  cused the US of sending attacks around midnight
host i talks"

tial areas in Hasakah, it

he attacks
prompted heightened
alert and increased aerial
activity.

UN Secretary-Gen-
eral strongly condemns
killing of UN peace-
keeper in Lebanon

UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres
strongly condemned the
killing of an Indonesian
peacekeeper of the UN
Interim Force in Leba-
non (UNIFIL) amid hos
tilities late Sunday be-

in northeast-

tional parliament on
Monday i da
bill to give powers to
the government to un-
derwrite the purchase
of shiploads of fuel
that will add to supply
in Australia.

Weekly data re-
leased by the govern-
ment showed Austra-
lia has 39 days of
petrol, a small in-
crease on the previous
week, and 30 days of
diesel supply.

The government
will also reduce costs
for trucks by cutting a
heavy vehicle road
user charge.

The Fuel Check
monitor showed aver-
age petrol prices had
leapt from Aus$1.82 in
February to Aus$2.48
on Monday in New
South Wales, with die-
sel reaching Aus$3.

Iran warns of potential strikes
on industrial sites in Israel,
Gulf states

agreeing a plan to
tackle fuel shortages
as the war in the
Middle East contin-
ues.

sure,” Albanese said.
Albanese’s gov-
ernment has sought to
reassure motorists that
shipments of fuel con-

use in the cities obvi-
ously the more we can
redirect to regionals
arcas that are under

ened a “tit-for-tat” re-
taliation following US-
Israeli strikes on Ira-
nian infrastructure.

A US-Israeli
airstrike hit Iran’s
Khuzestan Steel Com-
pany on Saturday, tar-
geting key production
facilities and forcing a
halt to operations.

The US and Israel
have  maintained
airstrikes on Iran since
February 28, killing so

Iron and Steel Com-
pany (Hadeed) in
Saudi Arabia, Emirates
Steel Arkan in the
United Arab Emirates,
Qatar Steel, Foulath
Holding in Bahrain,
the United Steel In-
dustrial Company in
Kuwait, and Yehuda
Steel in Israel.

On Friday, Majid
Mousavi, commander
of the IRGC Aero-
space Force, threat-

NEWS DESK: Ira-
nian media on Sunday
published a list of i
dustrial facilities in I
rael and five Gulf
countries that Tehran
warned could be tar-
geted in potential at-
tacks.

According to an
Anadolu correspon-
dent, the list included
details of major steel
and industrial compa-
nies, including Saudi

far over 1,340 people,
including then-Su-
preme Leader Ali
Khamenei.

Iran has retaliated
with drone and missile
strikes targeting Is-
rael, along with Jor-
dan, Iraq, and Gulf
countries hosting US
military assets, caus-
ing casualties and dam-
age to infrastructure
while disrupting global
markets and aviation.

about pos- and at dawn. US air de-
sible negotiations while fences intercepted sev-
at the same time plan- eral drones, while other
ning a ground invasion. projectiles hit the s
Tehran was ready to re-  causing damage, it
spond ?if US soldiers The monitor said
were deployed, he said.  the Kharab al-Jir base
long as the near Rmeilan was also
Americans seek Iran's hit by multiple rockets
surrender, our response  early Sunday, some in-
is that we will never ac- tercepted and others
cept humiliation," he reaching their targets,
said in a message to the with no immediate re-
nation. ports of casualties. Two
Suspected Iranian additional drones were
drones, rockets strike shot down near residen-

tween Israel ~and
Hezbollah."This is just
one of a number of re-
cent incidents that have
jeopardised the safety &
security of peacekeep-
ers," he said on the US
social media company
X’s platform.

Guterres called on
all parties to uphold
their obligations under
international law and to
ensure the safety and se-
curity of UN personnel
and property.

in the coming days
aimed at ending the
‘month-long Iran war.

"I think we'll make a

deal with them, I'm pretty
sure, but it's possible we
won't,” Trump told re- "AS
porters on Sunday
evening as he travelled
aboard Air Force One to
Washington.
Trump said he
thought the US had al-
ready accomplished re-
gime change in Tehran
after strikes killed the
country's  supreme
leader and other top of-
ficials, but said twice
that their replacements
seemed "| nable."

An initial Israeli
strike on February 28
killed ?Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who was re-

by his son

“Forcign Minister
Ishaq Dar said talks be-
tween regional foreign
ministers on Sunday
covered ways to bring
an carly end to the war,
and potential US-Iran

NEWSDESK:
Gaza’s civil defence
agency said on Sun-
day that nine people
were killed in Isracli
strikes in the south of
the Palestinian terri-
tory.

On
evening,
strikes

Saturday
“Israeli
hit police
posts... in the Al-
Mawasi area” killing
eight, said Mohammed
al-Mughair, an official
at the agency which
operates under Hamas
authority.

Another person
was killed on Sunday
“after being hit by fire
from Isracli forces™ at
a roundabout in Khan
Yunis, Mughair said.

According to the
official Palestinian
news agency Wafa, a
young girl was among
the dead on Saturday
night. Images showed
bodies being trans-
ported from the
morgue of Nasser
hospital in Khan Yunis
then laid out on the

terrorists from Hama
operating in the cen-
tre” of Gaza,

as well as another
person the day before
who had repeatedly
crossed the yellow line
behind which Israeli
forces in Gaza have
withdrawn.
Israel and Hamas
continue to accuse
each other of violating
the ceasefire in place
since October 10 that
largely halted two
years of war in the ter-

ritory.
Isracl has contin-
ued to strike Gaza, kill-
ing at least 702 Pales-
tinians since the start
of the ceasefire, ac-
cording to the Gaza
health ministry, which
also operates under
Hamas authority.
The United Na-
tions considers the
ministry’s figures to be
reliable. Israel says
five of its soldiers
have been killed since
the start of the truce.

ground, wrapped in
white shrouds.
During the funer-
als, one woman was
sm.ammg, surrounded
by crying men and
children.

“Each day, the
enemy hunts down
and kills,” said Ahmed
al-Sufi, a Palestinian
who had lost family.

Israeli army is-
sued a statement in
which it said it had
“eliminated” overnight
“a cell of 10 armed
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Pakistan plans major budget reforms under IMF conditions

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan has decided to
introduce significant re-
forms to its budgetary
dyslcm in line with con-

tions set by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund

An IMF de legation

officials stated that the
process of restricting the
release of
supplementary
grants without parlia-
mentary approval is be-
ing cnforccd
Policy Office
has aleo been activated

is expected to visit Paki-
stan soon to review bud-
get preparations and the

proposed reforms.
he guvcmmcm

has assured the I
that it will set clcar tdr—
% s to improve fiscal
iscipline and take steps

to reduce delays in bud-

getary decisions.
According to offi-
cials from the istr
of Finance, work is al-
ready underway on bud-
get proposals for the fis-
cal year 2026-27.
Finance M

within the ministry, and
measures will be taken
to prevent frequent
changes to the budget.
he government

has further assured the
IMF that better align-
‘ment between public ex-
i and the bud-

get will be ensured,
along with increased
transparency in the bud-
get-making process.
emergency fund
will also be included in
the upcoming budget;
Rs300 billion had been

to maintain stricter con-
trol over fiscal manage-
ment.

The new strategy
also emphasizes boost-
mg investor

pose in the current fis-
cal year,

Relevant depart-
ments within the Minis-
try of Finance havc
d;;lgncd

these
budge( reforms, and new
rules will be i

trust
Wllh international insti-
tutions.

allocated for this pur-

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to review implementation of fuel

[conservation and austerity measures . I
KP CM announces  All Punjab schools to
reopen onApril 1

Rsl trillion develop-

LAHORE  (INP): appearing in the ex-
ment paCk‘age for Punjab Minister for amination. He agreed
Education Rana “Attending lectures b;

merged districts | Gleiion, L K benosiva et

PESHAWAR  (INP) This ambitious plan | has said that all edu- ficult process”.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is designed to ensure no | cational institutions He said that 70
Chief inister areais left behind, e ince perces e text-
MuhammadSohail Khan ~ with projects cut- | 155055 the province percent of free, texl-

will start functioning
from April 1 (Wednes-
day), 2026, and the
educational process
will start five days a
week.

Rana Sikandar
Hayat said on Monday
that no hybrid system
is under consideration,
and CCTV cameras

Afridi met witha delega-
tion of leaders and tribal
elders from Khyber dis-
trict to address pressing
public concerns, secu-
ity issues, and regional
development strategies.

During the session,
delegation offered vari-
ous suggestions aimed
at fostering long-term

ting across every sector.
Key initiatives dis-
cussed include alloca-
tion of funds for Bara
Dam in upcoming finan-
cial year, ongoing
progress on Khyber In-
dustrial Zone, and reso-
lution of issues sur-
rounding Jabba Dam.
The Chief Minister

uted in different dis-
tricts of Punjab.
Earlier this month,
the provincial govern-
ment had ordered the
closure of all educa-
tional institutions from
March 10 to 31 as part
of measures to ease
economic pressure,

prosperity. also noted that Regi : A
ChiefMinisterinhis ~Lalama matter would be | 4r¢ being used for  particularly the sharp
address said that 532 bil-  settled through contin- | MoNitoring of 246 ex- rise in petroleum

amination centres.
The Provincial Minis-
ter for Education fur-
ther revealed “we are
introducing some
changes in the educa-
tional system.”

Rana Sikandar
Hayat said that full
time will be granted to
every candidate from
next year to complete
their studies before

prices triggered by the
ongoing Middle East
conflict.

It was learnt that
authorities had been
weighing several op-
tions to tackle the
emerging energy cri-
sis, including extending
school holidays and
reducing market hours
to curb fuel consump-
tion.

ued consultation with
local elders and leaders.
Chief Minister high-
lighted forced evacua-
tion of people of Tirah
and lamented fact that
welfare measures were
met with criticism.

He argued that cer-
tain elements are still at-
tempting to deprive
tribal communities of
their fundamental rights
and development.

lion rupees of promised
700 billion for merged
districts remains out-
standing over last seven
years.

response to
these financial chal-
lenges, Chief Minister
Afridi announced a
comprehensive devel-
opment package worth
one trillion rupees spe-
cifically for the merged
districts.

Chinese Energy projects power Pakistan
through Global Crisis: Experts

Renewable Energy

ISLAMABAD (INP): As
global energy markets
reel from disruptions
linked to escalating ten-
sions in the Middle East
and the closure of key
supply routes such as
the Strait of Hormuz, Pa-

zation for the past de-
cade and overseen the
execution of almost all

EC power projects,
discussed Pakistan’s
evolving energy land-
scape, the growing role
of renewable resources,

prises they worked very
hard with Pakistani
counterparts and the re-
sult was the projects
were set offon very fast-
track basis.

Some of the initial
projects were setup on

Expands Rapidly: “At
the same time, the re-
newable energy projects
are solar, wind and hy-
dro. So, solar and wind
are around 1400MW that
has been done under

Kistan is finding resil- and the expanding foot- imported fuel tosave the CPEC. And similarly,
ience through its long- print of Chinese invest- time but the ultimate aim  there are two largest hy-
term collaboration with ment in ensuring energy  of CPEC was to develop  dro power projects in

China in the energy sec-
tor.

Projects under the
China-Pakistan Ec:
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
are increasingly posi-
tioning the country to
withstand external
shocks by reducing reli-
ance on imported fuels
and expanding indig-
enous and renewable
energy sources, Gwadar
Pro reported on Mon-

security. Fast-Tracked
Energy Development
Under CPEC: “Basically,
under China-Pakistan
Economic  Corridor
(CPEC) maximum invest-
ment has come to the
power projects. That
time when CPEC was
started in 2013-14, Paki-
stan was facing about 12
hours of loadshedding
like the city of Islamabad
was facing 12 hours
loadshedding, so one
hour electricity was
available and one hour
was off, so this was the

the local indigenous re-
sources of Pakistan. In
this context the local
Coal, that is very
critical, and other more
critical is the renewable
energy which include
‘mainly wind and solar
projects and hydro of
course. Wind, solar and
hydro are the renewable
resources. Under CPEC
we have done six
projects about 3300 MW
on Thar Coal that is pure
indigenous resource that
will be actually sustain-
able in such a time when

private sector in Pakistan
done under CPEC.

One is the 884MW
Suki Kinari Hydropower
project and the other
one is 720MW Karot
Hydropower Project.
These are the two larg-
est hydro power
projects or hydro IPPs
done in private sector
under CPEC. This has
helped a lot in bringing
in cheap and environ-
ment friendlyand renew-
able energy in Pakistan.

In this difficult time
when the import of oil

¥.

In an exclusive in-
terview with Gwadar Pro,
Shah Jahan Mirza, Man”

aging Director of the Pri- ~ situation when CPEC  the imported fucls are and LNG is becoming
Vate Power and Infra- was started. not available when there ~ more and more difficult,
structureBoard PPIB).  Chinese govern- isashorgeinthe coun- - and very very expen-

who has led the organi- ment, Chinese enter-

ISLAMABAD Federal Mmlster for Petroleum, Ali Pervaiz Malik, held a meeting with Nassar|
Al

mutairi, of the State of Kuwait to Pakistan.

Pakistan calls for moving beyond
symbolic gestures towards sustained
environmental action: Aleem Khan

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Federal Minis-
ter for Communica-
tions Abdul Aleem
Khan on Saturday
said Pakistan stands
on the frontline of the
global climate crisis
and called for moving
beyond symbolic ges-
tures towards mean-
ingful and sustained
environmental action.
In his message on the
occasion of Earth
Hour, the minister em-
phasized that switch- hoods. Abdul Aleem
ing off lights for an Khan ized that

hour should serve as a
reminder of the
country’s collective
responsibility to en-
sure a sustainable fu-
ture, said a press re-
lease. He said that we
have personally wit-
nessed the devastating
impacts of climate
change through cata-
strophic floods, unpre-
dictable weather pat-
terns and melting gla-
ciers, all of which
threaten our liveli-

beyond this one hour
of darkness, we must
commit to a vision of
green infrastructure
and effective connec-
tivity in the energy sec-
tor that can safeguard
our environment for
future generations.
Appealing to the citi-
zens, the minister
urged them to adopt a
culture of environ-
mental protection by
reducing unnecessary
energy consumption,
conserving water re-

ing sustainable prac-
tices in their daily lives.
He added that by in-
corporating climate
resilience into road
networks and commu-
nication corridors, ef-
forts are underway to
ensure that our infra-
structure can meet fu-
ture challenges while
minimizing its carbon
footprint. He con-
cluded by saying that
this one hour should
mark the beginning of
a year-round commit-

sources and support- ment to protecting.

Early cotton sowing
must be completed
by March-end

LAHORE (INP): Farmers
have been advised to
complete early cotton
sowing target till March
3L

will result in the death of
non-Triple Gene cotton
plants, he added. He fur-
ther said that for optimal
growth, the recom-
mended row spacing for
carly cotton sowing is
2.5 feet between rows
and 1.5 to 2 feet between
plants.

He said Farmers
have been advised to
use high-quality, dis-
ease-free, and certified
seeds of the recom-
mended varieties. For
drill sowing of early cot-
ton, farmers should use
2 to 3 kg of seed per acre.
They should also ar-
range additional 10%
seed to compensate for
any gaps in the field, he
said and added that if the

rate is 60%,

A spokesman for
the department said here
on Sunday that Punjab
Agriculture department
has fixed a target of 0.7
million acres for early
cotton cultivation in the
province.

He said, "Districts
of Multan, Sahiwal,
Faisalabad, Sargodha
and Dera Ghazi Khan di-
visions are most suitable
for carly cotton cultiva-
tion." The department
had strictly recom-
mended sowing only
triple gene cotton vari-
eties for early cultiva-
tion, he added.

Another ship carrying
transshipment cargo
docks at Gwadar Port

ISLAMABAD,
March 30 (INP): Fed-
eral Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Junaid
Anwar Chaudhry has
said that Gwadar Port
is emerging as a se-
cure and strategic
maritime hub, as glo-
bal shipping lines seek
safer alternatives to
traditional Gulf routes
amid shifting regional
dynamics. such as free trans-

He expressed shipment cargo stor-
these views when a age
specialized vessel, M/
V. HMO LEADER
(IMO 9169811), suc-
cessfully berthed at
the port, carrying 35
pieces of general

sions have disrupted
established shipping
corridors, creating op-
s for Gwadar
to position itself as a
reliable transit point.
He highlighted
that more international
shipping lines are ap-
proaching the port for
cargo storage and on-
ward movement, sup-
ported by incentives

‘With a capacity of
16,000 TEU for con-
tainerized cargo and
90,000 square meters
for general cargo stor-
age.

" Gwadar Port,

farmers should use 5 to
kg of seed per acre,
whereas for a germina-
tion rate of 75% or
higher, 4 to 5 kg of seed
per acre should be used.
He said, "Average, early
cotton cultivation yield

Spokesman further
stated that the seeds
used for early cotton
sowing must be certified
by the Federal Seed Cer-
tification & Registration
Department and should
be ofa pure Triple Gene

variety. Otherwise, ap-

is up to 50 to 60 maunds
plying glyphosate spray "

cargo, a
milestone reflecting
growing international
interest in Pakistan’s
southwestern coast-
line.

along with its inte-
grated free zone, is
steadily advancing to-
ward becoming a key
regional trade hub,
boosting Pakistan’s
blue economy and en-
hancing maritime con-
nectivity.

Muhammad
Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry said that
ongoing regional ten-

: Prime Minister's Youth Programme Chairman Rana Mashhood
Ahmad Khan presiding a meeting on ~Walk Pakistan~ imitative.

China Pavilion shines at 11th Pakistan Footwear Show

tional Footwear Prod-
ucts, and Intelligent
Shoe Machinery
Equipment, covering
the entire industrial
spectrum from raw
materials and design
concepts to finished
footwear and ad-
vanced ing

LAHORE  (INP):
Around 100 Chinese
enterprises from
Guangdong, Zhejiang,
Fujian, Henan and
other major manufac-
turing hubs have taken
center stage at the
11th Pakistan Foot-
wear,

rial foundation for the
growth and modern-
ization of Pakistan’s
domestic footwear in-

that the global foot-
wear and leather in-
dustry is accelerating
its transformation to-

dustry. ward green, intelligent,
Kent Kuang, and international de-
president of the velopment,adding that

Guangzhou Yuexiu
District FootWCdr As-
sociation, highlighted

Pakistan, as one of
South Asia’s most

Material and Ma-
chinery Show 2026,
turning Hall No. 1 of
the Expo Centre
Lahore into a vibrant
focal point of business
ctivity and interna-
tional cooperation,
Gwadar Pro reported.

The three-day ex-
hibition, held from
March 27 to 29,
brought together more
than 350 exhibitors

technologies.

The strong and
growing  Chinese
presence at the exhi-
bitionreflects deepen-
ing bilateral trade ties
and rising confidence
in Pakistan’s market
potential.

Addressing the
event, Chairman Sen-
ate Syed Yousuf Raza
Gilani singled out Chi-
nese footwear compa-

promising emerging
markets, is becoming
a key growth engine
for the global footwear
industry.

As the expo
wrapped up, Chinese
exhibitors reported
strong business inquir-
ies and on site orders
with many calling their

the rumrkablc growth
in Chinese participa-
tion at the event.
“This is my third
consecutive year or-
ganizing Chinese ex-
hibitors to thi A
Chinese exhibitors
have reached around
100, up from just over

ten in 2023,” Kuang participation highly re-
said. warding. Industry ob-
“Behind  this servers believe that

growth is the confi- continued collabora-

from over 20 countries ~ nies for bringing high- dence and commit- tion with China, to-
and occupied 3 halls.  quality shoes, ment of China’s foot- gether with the in-

This year’s event superior shoe- wear industry toward creasing international-
is organized around 5 making materials, ad- the Pakistani market, ization of the event,
specialized thematic vanced production and it is also a testa- leaves Pakistan’s
zones: lechnologles and so- ment to the deepening foolwearmdustrywell

Innovative Fash- d design con- ion of the Chi- d to broaden
ion Design, Acce: cepts to Pakistan. nese and Pakistani its export base, up-
ries and Semi-finished He also noted that footwear industry grade product quality
Products, Footwear these contributions chains.” and ascend the global

Supply Chain, Interna- provide a solid mate-

Kuang pointed out  value chain.
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Neglect of Emergency Services Puts Travelers at Risk on Balochistan’s N-40 Highway

By Atta Kakar corridor and travel
QUETTA: The N-40, route for passengers,
also known as the transporters, and those
RCD Highway, is a crossing the border
630-kilometer route into Iran makes its ne-
connecting  Quetta glect particularly con-
with Taftan, cerning. In2025 alone,

Pakistan’s main bor-
der crossing with Iran.
Constructed under the
1964 Regional Coop-
eration for Develop-
ment (RCD) initiative
by Pakistan, Iran, and
Turkey, the highway
remains a vital corri-
dor for trade and
cross-border travel.
Despite its strategic
importance, it operates.
with minimal safety
infrastructure, limited
traffic enforcement,
and almost no dedi-
cated emergency re-
sponse facilities along
most of its length.
Long stretches of
the highway report-
edly see reckless driv-
ing, with vehicles fre-
quently overspeeding

more than 24,000 road
accidents were re-
ported in Balochistan,
resulting in over 400
deaths and around
30,000 injuries. Offi-
cials warn that without
enforcement, monitor-
ing, and operational
emergency services,
the N-40 remains one
of the province’s most
dangerous highways.
Authorities have
emphasized that the
establishment  of
emergency response
centers and enhanced
policing along major
highways is essential
to improve road safety
and protect travelers.
However, the N-40
continues to lack suf-
ficient infrastructure

and overtaking dan- minimal enforcement October 2019 and jorhighways including office in Quetta. So been delayed. vations indicate that despite its critical role
gerously. Some pas- of traffic safety regu- September 2024, re- N-25,N-50,N-85,N- far, the system has Proposals to es- some stretches be- intrade and cross-bor-
senger coaches have lations along the route. ~ sulting in 73,084 inju- 65, and N-70. How- conducted 24,206 out- tablish MSC-style ser- tween Lakpass and der connectivity.

been found operating Balochistan’sroad  ries and 1,327 deaths. ever, the N-40 re- patient services vice centers along the Taftan remain without The N-40 highway

without functional safety record under- Motorcycles ac- mains largely uncov- across its centers. N-40 including rest hotels, repairshops, or remains a crucial ar-
speedometers, high- scores the risks faced counted for 82% of ered. MERC 1122, es- Authorities have indi- areas, repair work- any first aid facilities, tery for commerce
lighting gaps inroutine by highway users. these accidents, fol- tablished in October cated plans to expand shops, washrooms, forcing travelers to and  travel in
vehicle inspections. According to Medical lowed by small ve- 2019, provides firstaid MERC 1122 and other and medical aid sta- cover hundreds of ki- Balochistan. Without
Observers also note a  Emergency Response hicles at 12% and to accident victims, emergency response tions have notyetbeen lometers without sup-  proper emergency and
lack of patrolling by Centers (MERC) large vehicles at 6%. transports themto hos- facilities to cover ad- executed due to shift- port in case of acci- safety measures, trav-
the National High- 1122,53,457 accidents MERC 1122 currently pitals, and maintains ditional highways, in- ing administrative pri- dents or emergencies. elers are left vulner-
ways and Motorway occurred on provincial operates 22 fully func- centralized coordina- cluding the N-40, but orities and bureau- The highway’sim- able to avoidable ac-
Police (NHMP) and highways between tional centers on ma- tion through its head implementation has cratic delays. Obser- portance as a trade cidents and fatalities.

Governor Balochistan Highlights Role of PPAF in Open Katcheri Held in Ziarat for
Poverty Reductlon and Rural Development Public Input on BSDI
O s Soverer crampetoicima) - Phase-III Development Projects

of Balochistan Jaffar
Mandokhail  also

Khan  Mandokhail
stated that Pakistan pointed out the grow-
Poverty Alleviation ing impact of global
Fund (PPAF) is play- warming, stating that:
ing a vital role in im- Rising global tempera-
proving the lives of tures are affecting
poor and vulnerable ecosystems world-
wide Developed in-

communitics, particu- (TR

larly in rural areas of dustrial countries bear ZIARAT Followingthe in Development Plan- ity He emphasized that

the province. major responsibility for | directives of ChiefMin- ning During the open all BSDI projects will be
climate change How- ister Balochistan Mir forum, participants completed:

During a mecting ! !
with Provincial Coor- ever, its negative ef- Sarfraz Bugti, an open shared their sugges- time“Accordingto qual-

dinator Dr. Abdul fectsare being foltglo- | Kateheri (public forum) - tions and feedback re- ity standards Without
Rehman Khan, the pecially those enhanc- Call for Expanded  Faces Climate Chal-  bally, mcludmg in re- was "‘g‘B“ZEd ‘g ﬁ‘“" garding B%]?I .P}.‘f‘.se?m any Comp‘:gg"se on

e iated ing: Access to finan- Support in Remote lenges Highligh he gions like emment Degree College  projects. The initiative  tra vernment
governor apprecla ng: 8 2 Ziarat under the super- aims to ensure that de- Focus on Public Welfare
ongoing efforts aimed cial ~and  social Arcas The governor importance of live- The governor re- | vision of Deputy Com-  velopment schemes are The deputy commis-

at providing access to  services“Community urged Pakistan Pov- stock, he  said affirmed the provincial [ missioner Abdul aligned with the real sioner highlighted that
resources and essen- development in re- erty Alleviation Fund Balochistan’s land is government’s com- [ Qadoos Achakzai. The needs of the local popu- the purpose of the open

tial services to help m o t ¢ to expand its support highly suitable for this mitment to working | event focused on devel- lation. Deputy Commis- katcheri is to address
people overcome pov- areas“Sustainable in underdeveloped sector,and alarge por-  with organizations like [ opment schemes under sioner Abdul Qadoos public issues at their
erty. livelihood opportunities and remote regions of tion of the population Pakistan Poverty Alle- | the Balochistan Special - Achakzai stated that: - doorstep and ensure ef-

Focus on Rural He noted that im-  the province by ensur- - depends on livestock viation Fund  to Development Initiative Public suggestions will ~ fective service delivery.

Phase IIl and was at- be carefully  He reaffirmed the
tended by Assistant reviewed"Projects will commitment ofthe Gov-
Commissioner Sajjad-ur- be approved strictly on ~ernment of Balochistan

Development  and provements in value ing the p of for their poverty re-
Livelihood Support chains and market basic facilities. He However. pro- duction efforts, pro-
Governor Mandokhail - linkages in agriculture ~ stressed that such ef- longed droughts and mote rural develop- Rehman, district offic- merit Priority will be to: Resolve public prob-
cmphasized that initia- - and livestock scctors forts are essential to reduced rainfall over ment, and address the | ers and a large number  given to areas where de- lems efficiently Ensure
tives supporting pov- are yielding encourag- eliminate poverty and the past decades have challenges posed by of citizens from (diverse velopment is most maximum benefit to citi-
erty alleviation de- ing results across backwardness. affected climate change in | backgrounds). needed Commitment to  zens through develop-
serve recognition, es- Balochistan. Livestock Sector livestock productivity. Balochistan. Public Participation Transparencyand Qual- ment initiatives.

Deputy Commissioner Kech Chairs Key Meetingto|  Election Commission Postpones NA-256

. . .
Improve Healthcare Services in Turbat Khuzdar by Elections
NEWS DESK following a request 2026, has been in person and brief it
KHUZDAR: The from the provincial suspended until fur- on the current security
Election Commission government of ther notice. situation.
of Pakistan has post- Balochistan due to the The Commission Arevised election
poned the by-election prevailing law and or- has directed the Chief schedule will be an-
in NA-256 Khuzdar.  dersituation inthe con- Secretary and Inspec- nounced after review-
According to an stituency. tor General of Police ing the law and order
official notification is- The by-election, B i to appear di in the arca.
sued from Islamabad, originally scheduled
the decision was taken  for April 5,

*_;ﬁ’ SHOW CAUSE NOTICE i),
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Derslapreent .lwlrnel\' Balochistan, O rll
kil Bidaiens for suiply
Wate Whether Tt £l

WHEREAS, it has been bt o e of the urcersignet | | OF MEmual Bid Sabinsion. s Mandatory For Al Bidders to
ot you have commitied the follwng s of omissm and mmm L !km‘,:;:mm;:‘mm System of

commiavan

K s b vl itk oy oscam (At your
wandarce ighty
unsilislictory and Irreguiar. Dasgite baing pulled up
piaviessly oo dissiplinary grounds, Mive Aas biwn o

v i o priacried
iy Hmings. umbu:luhuwfm-mwmmwhy
you i yoar o
L . . — P < | | comtivam b0 be sbwent from duy and irrngutar in your cuee t_. Mackisied by any procurng agency of
TURBAT: ity medical services discipline. . pressing hope that his | | . nasce. Soncificaty, you weve foused continusesly absent on permEssitks Bubmssion of tha requied EM
Deputy Commissioner ~ for the public. He further in- effective supervision || pem 2527 arch a2, daving me wisit of undersigned - oo cnrg drancal
Kech Yasir Igbal He emphasized structed that doctors’ and people-friendlyini- | | witkour priar spprevai or intimation. ¥our parsistent irm shal b dectard 5 in-tbgioin ons
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Govt taking steps to ease burden on lower and middle-class
amld fuel pnce hike: PM Shehbaz

NEWS DESK:The gov- - S S " the Middle East.
ernment is undertaking / # —: The “implementa-
efforts to provide relief tion of measures aimed
to the lower and middle at fuel conservation, the
classes amid a fuel price future course of action
hike triggered by the glo- and the current fuel
bal fuel crisis due to the stock” came under dis-
Iran war, Prime Minister cussion as well, as per
Shehbaz said on Mon- the statement.

The meeting was
also presented with an
Intelligence Bureau au-
dit report on the imple-
mentation of the mea-
sures and the progress
of the austerity cam-
paign, the statement
said.

“Adequate fuel re-
serves are available to
meet the country’s
needs, and arrange-
ments are beingmade for
the future as well,” the
prime minister was
briefed.

The meeting was
further informed that the
recent increase in high-
octane for large vehicles

ay.

Over the past few
weeks, the government
has rolled out a serics of
austerity measures to
minimise fuel consump-
tion and announced s
nificant cuts in develop-
ment spending and re-
strictions on non-essen-
tial expenditures.

In ameeting chaired
bythe premier to review
the impact of the Middle
East war on petroleum
stocks in Pakistan and
public relief measures
being taken, he was in-
formed that the govern-
ment was working in col-
laboration with the pro-

vincial government to Lo as not led to any
“finalise the process of House (PMO) said. ive hike in oil Detailing further use of60 per centof the public relief. government’s timely de- change in jet fuel
registration for motor- On March 17, the prices. measures, the prime min- government’s vehicles. He further added ~cision regarding the fuel ~prices™

cycle and rickshaw own-  government announced “We will not leave ister said the govern- The prime minister ~ that the government will - crisis, there was no dis- “There was also
ers so they could ben- it was planning a th i eaker ment has signi said that the govern- be using a “digital sys- ruption in fuel supply for ample stock of medi-
efit from the subsidised fuel scheme section of the society reduced its expenses, in- ment had decided notto  tem” to provide reliefto  the country”. cines to meet the na-
government’s for motorcyclists and alone in this hour of dif- cluding budget cuts in increase the oil prices the public. He also spoke of tional needs,” the meet-
schemes,” a statement rickshaw drivers to ficulty,” the premier the development sector, and instead direct the The premier added  Pakistan’s diplomaticef- ing was further in-
via the Prime Minister’s cushion the impact ofa vowed. as well as foregoing the saved funds towards that “due to the forts regarding peacein formed.

Pakistan Day: more than a day Pakistan’s energy crossroads
NEWS DESK:Thereis fective hedge against dependence on imported Another important

Of remembrance understandable concern potential disruptions fuels remains signifi- development is the rise

that ongoing tensions in around the Strait of cant, it has fallen by of domesticcoal, particu-
the Middle Eastand the Hormuz Increased solar nearly40%. As a result, larlyfrom Thar. Its share
sharp rise in oil prices adoption is estimated to the impact of rising oil in grid electricity has
could once again trans- have reduced oil and gas prices is likely to be grown from negligible
mit_quickly into imports by about 40% more contained than in levels to over 1 1%. Pro-
Pakistan’s economy, fu- between 2022 and 2024, previous episodes. duction capacity is cur-
ellinginflation, eroding generating savings of Hydropower has  rentlybeing expanded in
foreign exchange re- over $12billionbyearly also expanded, with gen- a planned manner. Not
serves, and creating 2026, witha further $6.3 eration increasing from only will it be meeting
broader macroeconomic  billion expected by year- about 32,600 gigawatt the energy needs but
stress. end.Another source of hours (GWh) to nearly also under the Coal-to-
Pakistan has faced resilience is the sharp 40,000 GWh over the Fertiliser (C2F) initiative,
similar shocks before, decline inimported fuel past decade. This Thar coal is planned to
notablyin 2008and 2022, il used for electricity progress could have be used to produce am-
when Brent crude prices  generation, from nearly been greater had monia, which would
surged above $120 per 35% a decade ago to projects suchas Diamer- then be combined with
barrel, eachtime expos- less than 1% today. Bhasha and Dasu not carbon dioxide to pro-
ing the country’s struc- Much of this gap has faced delays and had the ~duce over 700,000 tons
tural dependence onim- been filled by regasified  Neelum Jhelum project of urea. Not only would
ported energy. While liquefied natural gas not encountered techni- it meet all the domestic
uncertainty remains high (RLNG), which now ac- ~cal setbacks. The poten- needs but almost half of
and much will depend ~counts for roughly 21% tial for further expansion it is planned to be ex-
on the duration of the of generation. Although remains considerable. ported.
current crisis, there is
cautious optimism that
changes in Pakistan’s
energy mix over the past
decade may help cush-
ion the impact, espe-
cially for electricity.
The main reason is
the rapid expansion of
solar energy, which now
accounts for an esti-
mated 20-25% of total
electricity consumption
when both grid-supplied
and off-grid generation
are included. According
to independent energy
analyst Alex Harrison of
the  Secure Energy
Project, Pakistan’s solar

Govt comes up with hybrid plan ~|[===2== Al
to tackle power crisis Climate change challenges

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s  ous flooding and tremes. The Economic city and farmland aban-

NEWS DESK:Every
year on March 23, Paki-
stan commemorates the
Lahore Resolution — a
defining moment that set
the course for the cre-
ation of a sovereign
state. It was a vision
rooted in dignity, self-
determination, and the
right to shape an inde-
pendent future.

More than seven
decades later, Pakistan
Day must be more than
remembrance. It must
also be reflection. Be-
cause sovereignty today = .
cannot be measured by the cost of long-term alaysia cignty.
flags and borders alone. ~ stability. Over time, it cre- Iransllloned froma com- Pakistan’s eco-

the modern ates an illusion of sov- modity-based economy nomic story, by con-
world, sovereignty has ereignty — where politi- toa diversified manufac- ~trast, is defined by rep-
evolved. It is no longer ~cal independence exists, turing and services hub etition. Crisis leads to
Jjustpolitical; itis deeply but economic autonomy through consistent stabilisation.
economic. A country does not. policy direction and ex-  Stabilisation leads to
that cannot sustain its Pakistan is not port-led growth. Viet- temporary relief. Relief
economy without exter- ~alone in having emerged nam, once devastated delays reform. And the
nal support, which re-  from colonial rule. Many by conflict, has emerged ~ cycle begins again. Ex-
peatedly returns to insti- nations that gained inde- as a major export port bases remain narrow.
tutions such as the In- pendence in the mid- economy, integrating Productivity growth is
ternational Monetary 20th centurybegan their deeply into global sup- slow. Fiscal pressures
Fund, must confront a journeys with similar or ply chains. are constant. Policy di-
difficult question: how even weaker starting These transforma- rection often shifts with
independent is its deci-  points.Consider South tions were not acciden- political transitions
sion-making n practice? Korea. In the 1950s, it ~tal. They were the result rather than long-term

Economic fragility was war-ravaged, re- of sustained policy dis- national priorities. The
narrows policy space, source-constrained, and  cipline, institutional issue is not the absence
limits strategic options, heavily aid-dependent. consistency, and a clear of ideas. Pakistan has
and forces governments  Today, it is a global in- understanding that eco- produced numerous re-
into short-term deci- dustrial and technologi- nomic strength is the form frameworks and
sions that often come at  cal power. foundation of sover- policy roadmaps.

NEWS DESK:While the mand. The cost differen- nace oil-based genera- i could not to climate d ik iti Survey 2024-25 ranked  donment since the 1950s.
focus currently remains  tial is enormous, al- tion amounted to about be passed on to any | change has come into possible throughout the 2024 as the ninth-hottest The human and
on managing petroleum  though furnace oil Rs35 per unit and the consumer category, par- | sharp focus at the start country in the coming yearonrecord, withtem- economic costs are
supplies and prices, the stocks at present are furnace oil price had ticularly the industry, an | of 2026, with alarming times peratures 0.71°C above mounting. Floods and
government is expected more than 360,000 more than doubled fol- official said. signals emerging from Experts note that the long-term norm. It mountain hazards in
to adopt a hybrid ar- tonnes, sufficient for lowing disruptions in The cost of high- | its northern highlands. ~ snowfall patterns are was also the seventh- 2025, including Glof
rangement of load-shed- more than 25 days of full ~ the Strait of Hormuzand speed diesel (HSD)- Data from the Paki- shifting, arrivinglaterin  wettest yearsince 1961, events, ~ destroyed

ding, compulsory con- requirement, and the attacks on Middle East- based generation, which | stan Meteorological De-  the season and reducing  with rainfall 31 per cent homes and damaged in-
servation and tariff government has re- emrefineries. previously exceeded | partment (PMD) indi- ice compaction. ADawn above average. frastructure, which af-
hikes in the power sec- stricted the domestic oil While actual cost Rs45 per unit before the | cates an unusually warm report quoted Khadim However, averages fected. Poorly planned
tor to meet summer de-  industry fromexportsas  calculations could not US-Israel strikesonIran, | winter  in  Gilgit- Hussain, Director Gen- conceal volatility. April - development has ampli-
mand amid the ongoing a contingency measure. be worked out in ad- may now have risen be- | Baltistan. Duringthe first eral of the Gilgit- 2024 alonerecorded rain- fied these impacts, ex-
Middle East crisis. Givingan example, vance, an off-the-cuff yond Rs80 per unit, the | 22 days of February, Baltistan Environmental ~fall 164pcabovenormal, posing vulnerabilities

Senior government  an official said the fuel estimate suggests the official said. However daytime temperatures Protection Agency, as followed by sharp defi- across rural and urban
officials told Dawn that ~ cost of power generation fuel cost adjustment he added that HSD | were 3-5°C above nor- saying late snowfall cits, highlighting an areas.The financial toll is
the Power Division and on imported LNG and could be on the higher would not be consid- | mal, while nighttime tem- *“can melt rapidly when ~emerging pattern of cli- ~equally significant. Paki-

its entitics were working  coal was around Rs20 side of Rs10-12 per unit cred for power genera- | peratures remained 1 the summer_ season matic instability. stan s losing nearly 1pc
on multiple models to andRs13.50 perunit, re- ~ given non-utilisation of tion due to both its high | 3.5°C above the 1981- starts, increasing flood Long-term assess- of GDP annually o cli-
balance rising summer spectively, in February. about 5,000 megawatts cost and its critical de- | 2010 average. risks downstream”. ments confirm intensify- mate shocks, including
demand, reduced avail- Local gas and local coal- ~ of four LNG powerplants mand in transport and Persistent warmth, These concerns are  ing extremes. Astudy in heatwaves, floods and

ability of imported coal based fuel costis around — among the most effi- agriculture, especially | low snowfall, and clear ~echoed by the Interna- Theoretical and Applied glacial melt. Urban cen-
and liquefied natural gas  Rs12-14 per unit. Incom- ~ cient and economic gen-  with the crop harvest | skies have sped up tional Centre for Inte- Climatology(1991-2023) tres are also at risk;
(LNG) and the higher parison, the cost of fur- _eration facilities. Sucha season approaching. | snowmelt and glacierre-  grated Mountain Devel- found rising drought Peshawar has seen a
cost of alternative fuels, s = T s treat at mid- to lower al- opment, which warns conditions in Punjab, 16pc deterioration in cli-
particularly furnace oil, titudes. Less overnight that the Hindu Kush with February and Au- mate conditions over the
to run power plants. reffeczing has increased - Himalaya region faces a - gust rainfall decliningby - past 15 years, alongside
Officials said there meltwater runoff. This “crisis unfoldinginreal 44.7pcand63.5pc, while more frequent
would be virtually zero raises the risk of glacial ~time,” with ice loss rates mean February tempera- heatwaves exceeding
availability of LNG from lake expansion and pos- having doubled this tures rose by 2.7°C. 45°C,

next month and beyond sible Glacial Lake Out-  century. This interplay of In response, the
— a fuel that accounts burst Floods (Glofs) in Data presented to floods and droughts is government is moving
for more than one-fi Gilgit, Ghizar, Flunza, and  the National Assembly ~eroding food securityas ~from policy intent to ac-

(over 21pc) of total
ower generation —
even if the US-Israel war
on Iran ends immedi-
ately. Avai-lability of im-
poried and local coal
would also be on the
lower side. Together, the
two fuels acc-ou-nt for
close to 30pc of power
supply to the national
id.

Astore. in 2025 identified over well, with estimated crop ~ tion. Initiatives such as

The trend contin- 3,044 glacial lakes in losses of 30-40pc in the Glof-Il project have
ued into March, adding northern Pakistan, of parts of Pakistan in re- introduced early warn-
to concerns about ongo-  which 33 were classified cent years, according to ing  systems _and
ing thermal anomalies. as highly dangerous. the Integrated Food Se- weather stations in 24
Although precipitation These lakes threaten an  curity Phase Classifica- high-risk valleys, along-
from westerly systems estimated 7.1m people tion (IPC). side efforts to develop a
was light, temperatures  downstream. ~ With Farmersare increas- national Glacier Conser-
remained above histori- above-normal tempera- ~ingly abandoning tradi- vation Strategy. Finan-
cal norms. The PMD has ~ tures likely to persist tional practices as water ~cial innovation is being
repeated warnings about  until April 2026, the risk  cycles become erratic explored through instru-
higher Glof and flash of sudden floods re- and glacial sources re- ments such as the pro-
flood risks as warming mains clevated inareas treat. Research pre- posed Green Panda
disrupts fragile moun- such as Hunza, Chilas sented to the European Bond, though chal-
tain hydrology. and Astore. Geosciences Union and  lenges persist, including

Long-term assess- Pakistan’s broader reported by GlacierHub reliance on fossil fuels
‘ments confirm intensify-  climate trajectory s also ~ links glacier retreatinthe and institutional con-
ing extremes with seri- being reshaped by ex- Karakoram towater scar- straints.

The key replace-
ment fuel is furnace oil,
which is seldom used
otherwise in normal con-
ditions, except in the
case of peak summer de-
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Karachi Kings edge past Lahore Qalandars in PSL thriller

NEWSDESK: Karachi
Kings pulled offa tense
four-wicket victory
over traditional rivals
Lahore Qalandars in a
low-scoring HBL Paki-
stan Super League en-
counter at the Gaddafi
Stad-i-um on Sunday,
successfully chasing a
modest 129 with three
balls to spare.

The win was built
on a disciplined bowl-
ing display and a gritty
chase that survived a
middle-order wobble
before Abbas Afridi’s
explosive finish.

Opting to bat first
on a surface that of-
fered assistance to
spinners and some
seam  movement,
Lahore Qalan-dars
never found rhythm.
They were restricted to
128 for 9 in 20 overs,
a total that always
looked under par on a
ground where chasing
has often been straight-
forward.

Karachi’s varied
attack, led by Adam
Zampa’s economical
spell and Moeen Ali’s
craft, dismantled the
Qalandars’ top order
and middle order with
clinical efficiency.

The home side’s
innings got off to a
shaky start when

Fakhar Zaman was
stumped off Moeen in
the first over for just
one.

Mohammad
Naeem provided some
early impetus with a six
off Mir Hamza but fell
for 13, caught and
bowled by the same
bowler.

Abdullah Shafique
looked fluent, stroking
33 off 24 balls, but his

L
dismissal to a half-
tracker from Zampa
triggered a collapse.
Parvez Hossain Emon
(12) and Sikandar Raza
(19) could not acceler-
ate sufficiently.

Haseebullah Khan
waged a lone battle at
the top, finishing with
28 off 30, but the lower
order crumbled und-er
pressure.

Shaheen  Shah

Afridi (7) and Usama
Mir fell to Ibw deci-
sions, while Haris Rauf
managed only four.
Lahore lost wick-
ets at regular intervals,
managing just 20 runs
in the last five overs —
a telling statistic on a
pitch that demanded
careful accumulation
rather than reckless hit-

ng.
Karachi’s bowling

was a textbook display
of variety.

Zampa was the
standout with figures of
2-11, proving once
again why he remains
one of the world’s most
effective wrist-spin-
ners on helpful sur-
faces.

Moeen claimed 2-
31, while Hamza and
Hasan Ali chipped in
with two and one

Waseem and
Moeen (18) added 43
crucial runs, but
Shaheen returned to
strike twice in the 15th
over, removing both set
batters.

At 88 for 5, the
game hung in the bal-
ance.

Azam Khan and
Khushdil Shah then
played sensibly, rotat-
ing strike and keeping
the required rate under
control.

With 23 needed off
12 balls, tension
peaked. Mustafizur
conceded 14 runs in the
19th over, including a
five-run penalty for ball
tampering after the ball
was changed, which
shifted momentum de-
cisively.

Khushdil fell to a
superb catch by Raza
off Haris, but Abbas

4 walked in and delivered
wlckel respectively. the front, gave Kar-achi the knockout punch.

Salman Ali Agha and an early jolt by remov- The all-rounder
Abbas also contributed ing Dav-id Warner (8) smashed a boundary
to the stranglehold. and Salmaninthespace and a towering six off
Lahore’s decision to of two deliveries in the Haris in the final over,
bat first, third over. sealing victory with a

perhaps hoping to Saad Baig (19)and  six that sailed into the
post a defendable total Mohammad Waseem night sky.
on a spin-friendly (38) then steadied the His unbeaten 10
track, backfired spec- ship, but Mustafizur offjust twoballs turned
tacularly. Rahman’s clever varia- a nervy finish into a

Karachi’s chase tions accounted for statement.
began  cautiously. Saad, leaving Karachi at Azam remained
Sha-heen, leading from 39 for 3. not out on 14,

Sabalenka beats Gauff in Miami final

NEWS DESK: Defend-
ing champion Aryna
Sabalenka beat home-
town favourite Coco
Gauff 6-2 4-6 6-3 in the
Miami ?Open final on
Saturday to join an ex-
clusive club by complet-
ing the coveted 'Sun-
shine Double'.

‘World number one
Sabalenka, who reached
the final without drop-
ping a set, won 73% of
her first-serve points
and faced just two break
points en route to vic-
fory in a rematch of the
2025 French Open final
won by Gauff.

Sabalenka is only
the fifth woman to win

the Indian Wells and Mi-
ami titles back-to-back, a
feat known as

shine Double' given the
tournaments' respective
locations in California
and Florida.

"Iwant tostart with
(Coco). You're a fighter
and you also push me so
hard to be a better player
and 1 like our rivalry,"
Sabalenka, who im-
proved to 7-6 all-time
versus Gauff, said dur-
ing the trophy cer-
emony.

Sabalenka raced
out to a 2-0 lead but

auff, from nearby
Delray Beach and ap-
pearing in her first Mi-

ami final, got on the
board with a love hold
and then repelled three
break points in her next
service game to get
within 3-2.

But Sabalenka did
not lose focus and even-
tually went up a double

reak on the world num-
ber four before closing
out a dominant Zopen-
ing on Zher serve.

There was very
little to separate the two
players in the middle set
which remained on serve
until Gauff broke
Sabalenka for the only
time in the match to force
a third set.

Sabalenka broke

Gauff to open the de-
cider, held at love in two
consecutive service
games o go 5-3 up and
then sealed the victory
with her fourth break of
?the match when Gauff|
sent a backhand wide.

Sabalenka is the
first player to win back-
to-back Miami titles
since Ashleigh Barty in
2019and 2021. The 2020
edition was cancelled
due to COVID-19.

he Belarusian
joins Iza Swiatek (2022),
Victoria Azarenka (2016),
Kim Clijsters (2005) and
Steffi ’(:raf(1994 1996)
as the only women to
complete the 'Sunshine
Double'.

Sabalenka also im-
proved to 23-1 on the
year, her only loss com-
ing in_the Australian
Open final at the hands
of Elena Rybakina,
whom she went on to
?beat in the Indian Wells
final and Miami semi-fi-
nals.

“I'm so proud of the
work that we've done -
the fight that I was able
to bring on court and the
level and everything,
like  just wow."
Sabalenka told.

Gladiators keep Kingsmen winless

to record first victory

NEWS DESK: Impres-
sive half-centurics by
Shamyl Hussain and
Hasan Nawaz and Abrar
Ahmad’s fine show with
the leather guided
Quetta Gladiators to a
facile 40-run victory
over  Hyderabad
Kingsmen in their HBL
Pakistan Super League
match here at the Gaddafi
Stadium on Sunday.

This was Gladia-
tors’ first victory of the
season after they lost
their opening game
against Kara-chi Kings
on Friday while
Kings-men suffered
their second successive
defeat after being routed
by defending champi-
ons Lahore Qalandars in
the PSL 11 opener.

Pl f-the-match

by fellow opener Maaz
Sadagat, who was
caught for nought by
Shamyl off Abrar in the
second over as the

cautious stay of 23 off
21 ended in the next over
Wh-en he fell to occa-
sional slow left-arm or-
thodox spinner Saud as

over, all hopes of
Kingsmen ended.
sman_finished
with 1-26 while Joseph
had 1-3
Earlier,

Shamyl and Hasan lifted
Gladiators to a respect-
able 174-8 after skipper
Saud Shakeel elected to
bat first.

Kin en
crumbled in the chase
and were restricted toa
paltry 134-8 off20 overs
thanks to mystery spin-
ner Abrar, who snared
three wickets for 23 runs.
Medium-pacer Ahmad
Daniyal also fared well
picking up two wickets
for just 13 runs.

Kingsmen’s chase
got off to a disastrous
start as Saim Ayub
(eight) departed in'the
first over after getting
caught by wicket-keeper
Ben McDermott off
pacer Alzarri Joseph.

Saim was followed

Marnus L:
led team slumped to 17-
2. After losing the open-
ers, Kingsmen never re-
covered despite fighting
cameos by Irfan Khan
and Hassan Khan later
in the innings.

Usman Khan (14 off
18) nicked the ball to
McDermott in the sixth
over, giving Abrar his
second wicket as
Kingsmen  ended
powerplay at a feeble 37-
3. Just two balls after
they reached 50 off 8.4
overs, Lab-u-schagne’s
brigade lost Saad Ali as
he failed to clear the
long-on boundary to get
caught by Joseph off
the bowling of off-spin-
ner Us-m-an Tariq. They
‘were now 51-4.

Labuschagne’s

Kingsmen
57-5.Irfan (33 off 25) and
Hassan (31 off 19) com-
bined to make an effort
as they added 48 runs
for the sixth wicket and
in the process got past
100 in 14 overs.
McDermott’s su-
perb grab down the leg-
side off Ahmed sent
Hassan back to the hut
as Kings-men required
70 off the final five
overs. The tough ask
became tougher when
Irfan was stumped by
McDermott in the 18th
overbowled by Abrar as
read 129-

knocks by Shamyl (54

off 41 balls) and Hasan
(53 off 40) helped
Gladiat-ors posta fight-
ing total that pro-ved
more than enough in the

nd.

The loss of two key
wickets of Saud (four)
and Rilee Rossouw (0),
both to pacer Riley
Meredith, left Gladiators
reeling at 25-2 in the
fourth over.

However, a superb
89-run partnership be-
tween Shamyl and
Has-an, who struck two
fours and th off

S

When Hammad
Azam (six) was caught by
Hasan at deep mid-
wicket off Ahmed’s
slower ball in the 19th

just 43 balls steadied the
innings. They in the pro-
cess first moved to 45-2
in powerplay and then

reached 100 in 11.4
overs.

Malinin earns Olympic redemption with gold

NEWS DESK: American
Ilia Malinin returned to
the pinnacle of his sport
as he skated to a third
world title on Saturday
and shrugged off the
shock ofan eighth-place
finish at last month's
Olympics.

Laurence Fournier
Beaudry and Guillaume
Cizeron of France added
their first world ice dance
title ?to last month's
Olympic gold to cap a
dream debut season.

The 21-year-old
Malinin, who arrived in
Prague carrying the
weight of a collapse that
cost him Olympic gold
and intent on redemp-
tion, scored 218.11
points for a free
programme that in-
cluded five quadruple
jumps, and 329.40 points
overall.

"I definitely felt
very pushed and loved
from the crowd," Malinin
said. "Every single ele-
ment Idid, they were all
behind me and I felt that
the whole way through
my programme.

"My expectation
was to leave the long
programme in one piece
and I definitely think
that happened.”

lympicsilver med-
allist Yuma Kagiyama of
Japan climbed from sixth
after  the  short
?programme to finish
second with 306.67 after

his elegant and flawless and featuring his own he told ?the crowd. "But
free skate to Puccini's voiceover-- fell short of ?with you guys I was
Turandot. is massive world- ableto make it through."

His compatriot record score 0f238.24 at FOURNIER
Shun Sato, the bronze the Grand Prix Final in BEAUDRY AND
medallist last month in December, when he per- CIZERONTAKE GOLD
Milan, was third with formed seven quad Fournier Beaudry
288.54 after his jumps, including the and Cizeron, six-point
programme to quad Axel, ajump only leaders after the short
Stravinsky's Firebird. he has landed in dance, scored 138.07

Mikhail Shaidorov competition.Butitwasa points for their elegant
of Kazakhstan, the Olym- huge improvement of al- - and lyrical free dance to
pic champion in Milan, most 62 points from the soundtrack of the
did not compete in Milan. movie "The Whale," and
Prague. Malinin tripled the 230.81 points overall.

Malinin carried a quad Axel, the jump that "It felt amazing. It
commanding lead into started the unravelling was a suspended mo-
the final at Prague’s 02 ofhis free programme at - ment with all of you, and
Arena after a personal- the Olympics, but his it's such a special feel-
best score of 111.29 in  five quads were enough ing to feel all of your
the short programme to remind the sport why ~eyes and your energy on
put the "Quad God" he remains its most for- what we created, so
more than nine points midable force. thank you so much,"
clear.His free programme "It was really chal- Cizeron told the audi-
entitled "The Voice" lenging and really hard," ence.

Egypt warns Salah over

NEWSDESK: Egypt's
national team director
Ibrahim Hassan has
cautioned Mohamed
Salah against moving to
Major League Soccer
after  he leaves
Liverpool at the end of
the season as it would
see the forward ?fade
into obscurity.

Salah, 33, has yet
to decide his next move
after he ends a hugely
successful nine-year
spell at Liverpool,
where he won two Pre-
mier League titles and
the Champions League.

MLS Commis-
sioner Don Garber has
said he would love to
see Salah in the league,
though it is unclear
whether any ?MLS
teams will attempt to
sign hi

"Personally, I
would prefer him to
stay in Europe,"
Hassan told On Sports.
"I have heard about of-
fers from Paris Saint-
Germain,  Bayern
Munich and clubs in
the Italian league.

"A move to the
Major League? He
would be far too out of
the spotlight.

MLS move

You won’t remem-  would be a suitable op- going %training camp as
ber Salah any more than  tion if Salah chose not they prepare for the
I remember (Lionel) to stay in Europe. World Cup in North
Messi now, I don’t "If he does not re- America.
even try to watch him." ceive offers from Eu- Egypt face Spain
After trophy-laden rope, then a move to in a friendly in
stints with Barcelona the Saudi league would Barcelona on Tuesday
and Paris Saint- ?be a good option, es- after a 4-0 win over
Germain, Argentina pecially with big names Saudi Arabia ?in Jeddah
captain Messi joined such as Cristiano on Friday.
Inter Miami in 2023, (Ronaldo)", Hassan, The seven-times
2months %after lifting twin brother of Egypt African champions are
the World Cup, and coach Hossam Hassan, in Group G with Bel-
became the club’s all- added. gium, New Zealand
time top scorer. Salah is currently and Iran at the World
Hassan said the sidelined by injury and Cup, which runs from
Saudi Pro League will miss Egypt’s on- June 11 to July 19.
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FM Ishaq Dar to embark on official visit to
China on March 31: FO

NEWSDESK
Deputy Prime Mini
ter and Foreign Min-
ister Senator Ishaq
Dar will embark on an
official visit to China
on March 31 at the in-
vitation of Chinese
Foreign  Minister
‘Wang Yi, according to
a statement issued by
the Foreign Office
(FO) on Monday.

The FO said that
Pakistan and China
enjoy an all-weather
strategic cooperative
partnership,
characterised by
“close coordination
and regular consulta-
tions” on regional de-
velopment and inter-
national issues.

“In this context,
the upcoming visit will
provide an opportunity
for both sides to hold
in-depth discussions on
regional developments,
as well as bilateral and
global issues of mutual
interest,” said the FO
statement.

Itadded that “FM
Dar’s decision to un-

dertake the visit, de-
spite medical advice to
rest following a hair-
line shoulder fracture
sustained yesterday,
reflects the impor-
tance Pakistan at-
taches to its relation-

ship with China™.
Earlier on Friday,
Dar held a telephone
call with Wang Yi, dur-
ing which they ex-
changed views on the
evolving regional situ-
ation and broader glo-

bal developments. navigation through the suring the safety of China’s support for
Initiating peace Strait of Hormuz”. non-military targets Pakistan’s role as a
talks in the war involv- The two sides and key waterways, mediator.
ing Iran “is no easy agreed to jointly pro- according to a sum- Dar later said
task,” Wang said, but mote a ceasefire, c mary released by the that the Chinese for-
noted that such efforts sation of hostilities, Chinese ministry. eign minister appreci-
would be “conducive and the resumption of During the call, ated Pakistan’s ongo-
to restoring normal peace talks, while en- Wang also conveyed ing efforts in this re-

gard.
He added that
both sides agreed to
continue their
endeavours for the
resolution of all dis-
putes through dialogue
and diplomacy.

The Chinese for-
eign minister had also
spoken to Dar on
March 10, where he
had commended
Pakistan’s construc-
tive role in promoting
de-escalation and sta-
bility in the Middle
East amid war.

The development
comes as Pakistan has
taken centre-stage in
a process to mediate
between the US and
Iran, being carried out
in collaboration with
Riyadh,

Ankara and
Cairo, with officials
confirming that indi-
rect exchanges be-
tween Wash-ington
and Tehran are con-
tinuing through struc-
tured message relays,
rather than direct con-
tact.

Security forces retaliate ‘vigorously’
after Afghan Taliban open fire in KP’s
Bajaur sector: sources

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stani and Afghan
forces exchanged fire
in the Bajaur sector of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
on Monday, said secu-
rity sources.

They added that
Pakistan’s security
forces “retaliated vig-
orously” after Afghan
Taliban fighters
opened fire with
“small and large
weapons” along dif-
ferent areas of the
border district.

Security sources
further said retaliatory
fire by Pakistani
forces silenced the
enemy’s guns and
“Afghan posts from
which Pakistan was
being fired at were
also destroyed”.

According to local
security officials, Pa-
kistan “did not target
anycivilian population,
but only targeted those
posts from which con-
tinuous firing was be-
ing done”.

The For-eign Of-
fice (FO) on
Thur-sday said that
the temporary pause in
Operation Ghazab lil-
Haq against the Af-
ghan Taliban over
Eidul Fitr had con-
cluded, and the opera-
tion will continue “un-
til its objectives are
achieved”.

FO spokesperson
Tahir Andrabi made
these remarks while
responding to ques-
tions during his
weekly press briefing
regarding whether the
pause had been
extended. The opera-
tion was lau-nched on
the night of Feb 26,
following unprovoked
cross-border attacks
by the Afghan Taliban.

Earlier this month,
Chief of Defence
Forces and Chief of
Army Staff Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir said
that peace between
Pakistan and Afghani-
stan could only prevail

if the Taliban regime
“renounced their sup-
port for terrorism and
terrorist
organisations”.

Relations  be-
tween Pakistan and
the Afghan Taliban are
at their lowest point in
the four years since
the group came to
power.Last year in
October, border
clashes had erupted
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan across
their 2,600-kilometre
frontier. Following
those clashes, Turkiye
and Qatar had stepped
in to mediate.

The first round in
Doha produced a frag-
ile ceasefire, while the
second, also in Doha,
ended with onlya gen-
eral agreement to de-
velop a mechanism
for verifying compli-
ance and a decision to
continue talks. The
third round concluded
without any concrete
agreement.

Fire erupts at super store in
Karachi’s Zamzama area

NEWS DESK:A fire
erupted in the basement
of a superstore during
the early hours of Mon-
day in the Zamzama area
of Karachi, officials said.

A for

ing efforts to extinguish
the blaze, adding that the
cause and nature of the
fire are still unknown.
The director-gen-
eral of Rescue 1122 also
dispatched a speciali

Karachi’s Rescue 1122
said the central com-
mand and control room
immediately dispatched
fire and rescue teams,
along with ambulances
and fire brigade trucks,
afier receiving the alert.

“Rescue 1122 is
working to control the
fire,” the spokesperson
added. No casualties
have been reported in
the incident so far.

‘The fire broke out in
Imtiaz Superstore’s
Zamzama branch. The
locality is a high-end
shopping area and the
store is frequented by
thousands daily.In a
later update, the 1122
spokesperson  said
firefighting teams have
entered the store’s pre-
mises and are continu-

response team to_the
scene.Meanwhile,
Karachi Traffic Police
issued a traffic advisory,
saying fire brigade ve-
hicles are on site. “No
traffic issues have been
reported, but the public
is advised to drive
safely,” the advisory
added.Traffic is being
anaged, and the public
is advised to contact the
Karachi Traffic Police
helpline at 1915 for as-
sistance, the advisory
said further. Adviser to
the ChiefMinister Sindh
on Rehabilitation, Gian
Chand Essrani, has
taken notice of the fire
incident.There were no
reports of casualties, as
the management and
staff were safely evacu-
ated, he confirmed.

Esrani said that 24 to 25
people present in the
building were success-
fullyrescued, describing
the timely response as
commendable.He added
that the area falls under
the Cantonment Board,
where a fire safety audit
had previously been
conducted. “Completing
the rescue operation
swiftly and preventing
further damage remains
our top priority,” he
said.He further said that
a transparent investiga-
tion into the incident
would be carried out
once the fire is brought
under control. Earlier on
Sunday, a fire broke out

PM Shehbaz reiterates Islamabad's call for
collective efforts to end Middle East conflict

NEWS DESK:Prime for the countries’ “con- He highlighted the focused on proposals to
Minister Shehbaz Sharif  fidence in Pakistan’s sin- importance of unity reopen the Strait of
on Monday reaffirmed  cere efforts for regional among Islamic countries Hormuz to shipping.
Islamabad’s call for col- peace and stability.” and recognised Saudi Foreign ministers from
lective effom m end on- In a separate post Arabia’s leading role in  the three regional pow-
going h ties in the onX, Shehbazstated, “It  the Muslim Ummah. ers landed in Islamabad
Middle East ”lhal were wasapleasure toreceive “We agreed to re- for the talks.
causing heavy loss of His Highness Prince main in close coordina- The discussions
life, economy and prop- Faisal bin Farhan this tion in our shared pur- came as Iran warned the
erty not only in Iran, but  evening,” adding that ~suit of peace and stabil- US against launching a
across several brotherly he conveyed his regards ity in the region,” the ground attack ?and glo-
Muslim countries.” The to King Salman bin post concluded. bal oil prices surged
premier stated this in a Abdulaziz Al Saud and Following the con- amid continued fighting
poston X while express- Crown Prince clusion of the four-way between Iran, the US and
ing his pleasure at meet-  Mohammed bin Israel.
ing the foreign ministers  Salman.“I reaffirmed The countries meet-
of Saudi Arabia, Pakistan’s unwavering Islamabad, the Ministry ing in Pakistan ?have
Turkiye, and Egypt, fol-  solidarity with the King- of Foreign Affairs con- floated proposals to
lowing a quadrilateral dom and appreciated firmed on X early Mon-  Washington tied to mari-
meeting held on Sunday Saudi Arabia’s remark- day morning. time traffic and reopen-
by Deputy Prime M able restraint in these Yesterday's meeting  ing the Strait of Hormuz,
ter and Foreign Minister ~ challenging times,” PM  concluded with initial ?five sources familiar
Ishaq Dar regarding the ~Shehbaz stated. discussions reportedly with the matter told
ongoing Middle East
conflict.

PM Shehbaz shared
details of his meeting
with Turkish Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan
and Egyptian Foreign
Minister Dr Badr
Abdelatty.

Along with calling
for an urgent halt to hos-
tilities, he reaffirmed
Pakistan’s “strong com-
mitment and resolve to

play a positive role in

bringing both Iran and
the US to the negotiat-
ing table,” appreciating
Turkiye and Egypt’s
“valuable contribu-
tions” to the matter.

Shehbaz concluded
by expressing gratitude

roof collapses in K-P

NEWS DESK:At least
17 people, including 14
children, have been
killed and 56 others in-
jured after heavy rains
triggered roof and wall
collapses in parts of
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
since March 25, accord-
ing to a report released
by the Provincial Disas-
tér Management Au-
thority (PDMA) on
Monda
Bannu recorded the
highest casualties, with
cight deaths, mcludmg
seven children and one
woman, and 42 injured.
Abbottabad reported
five deaths, including
four children. Kohat saw
two fatalities, North
Waziristan one, and in the roof of a veranda at 12 year-oldAbdul Karim.  have directed lucal ad-
Battagram one woman a community centre col- ottabad also ministrations in the af-
was killed. lapsed, killing two wunecsedadeadlyn i fec(eddislric(sme isure
The report also people andinjuring39.  dent in Khaitar Hajiya the prompt provision of
noted that 11 houses In Mama Kheil, a Gali, Tehsil Havelian, relief goods.
were damaged in the house wall collapsed, where the roof ofa room In Lakki Marwat, a
rains, five of which were  killing two children, 11- in Muhammad Ashraf’s roof collapsed in the
in Bannu. year-old Abu Sufyan house collapsed, killing - Serai Noorung area late
Several incidents of and  eight-year-old five people: 26-year-old ~at night, injuring two

in a parked contai
mounted trailer in the
Federal B Area, Karachi.
Rescue 1122
spokesperson Hassaan
Ul Haseeb Khan said the
blaze erupted in the
front portion of the
trailer, which was badly

damaged, and was extin-
guished by firefighters.

roofs. were In Shamdi Sohail, 10-  children aged eight and
recorded in Bannu. In Khel, Miryan Road, the year-old A:ma seven- three. Rescue teams re-
the village of Dad roof of a room in the year-old Anzish, nine- trieved them from the
Kachlot, a roof col- house of Igbal col- year-old Musfara, and rubble and shifted them
lapsed in the house of lapsed, killing Iqbal’s seven-year-old Anaya. toa hospital.

Sher Muhammad Khan, ~mother. PDMA officials In Nowshera, a
killing three children: In Kohat, a room’s  continue to monitor the house roof collapsed in
nine-year-old Asif, six- roof in Gumbat col- situation as rescue and the Bara Banda area, in-
year-old Umrah, and lapsed during heavy reliefoperations are un- juring two men and two
three-year-old Javeria. rain, killing two children, derway across the af- women. Rescue 1122
At Kotka Ghulam Qadir, 10-year-old Laiba and fected districts. Officials teams evacuated all the

At least 17 killed as heavy rains trigger

Reuters, as part of wider
efforts to stabilise ship-
ping flows.

The  Strait of
Hormuz ?was previously
a conduit for about a
fifih of global oil and lig-
uefied natural gas sup-
plies, but Iran has effec-
tively ?halted shipping
flows through it in re-
sponse to the US and
Israeli air strikes that
began a month ago.

Pakistan, which like
Turkiye borders Iran,
has leveraged its close
ties to both Tehran and
Washington to emerge
as a key diplomatic chan-
nel in the Zconflict, while
Ankara and Cairo have
also played a role.

A source from Paki-
stan said proposals, in-
cluding from Egypt, had
been ?forwarded to the
White House by the
countries before
Sunday's meeting and
that they included Suez
Canal-style fee struc-
tures.

Two other Paki-
stani sources ?said
Turkiye, ?Egypt and
Saudi Arabia could form
a consortium to manage
oil flows through the
waterway, and had
asked Pakistan to partici-
pate. The first Pakistani
source said Islamabad
had not been formally
asked to join and main-
tains that it will not.

injured and transported
them toa hospital.
Intermittent rainfall
continues across the
province, affecting
Peshawar, Dera Ismail
Khan, Bannu, Lakki
Marwat, Tank, North
Waziristan, ~Kohat,
Bajaur, Dir, Chitral, Swat,
Mansehra, Abbottabad,
Battagram, Shangla, and
er.

Light snowfall has
been reported in the
higher mountainous re-
gions, while lower hill
arcas are experiencing a
sharp drop in tempera-
ture.

In Lower Dir, heavy
rainfall over the past 24
hours has caused tor-
rents in local streams
and low-level flooding
in the Panjkora River.
The storms have also
disrupted electricity
supply, leaving several
areas without power
overnight.

Strong winds and
rain have brought colder
conditions back to the
region.

Peshawar and its
surrounding areas have
also been affecled wi(h
low-1y
nelghbourhood: subs
merged and water accu-
mulating on roads, caus-
ing traffic disruptions.




