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£190m case: IHC
adjourns hearing of

Imran, Bushra’s
pleas after defence

seeks more time

NEWS DESK:

The Islamabad High Court (IHC)
on Tuesday adjourned the hear­
ing of the suspension of sentence
applications filed by Imran Khan
and his spouse, Bushra Bibi, in
the £190 million case, after the
defence counsel sought time to
obtain fresh instructions from his
clients.A division bench headed
by IHC Chief Justice Sardar
Muhammad Sarfraz Dogar and
including Justice Muhammad
Asif presided over the
proceedings.During the hearing,
defence counsel Salman Safdar
appeared alongside National Ac­
countability Bureau (NAB) Spe­
cial Prosecutor Javed Ashraf and
prosecutor Rafay Maqsood. The
hearing was also attended by the
PTI founder’s sisters, Aleema
Khanum, Uzma Khan and Noreen
Niazi.At the outset, the NAB pros­
ecutor argued that two separate
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applications for suspension of
sentence had already been filed,
stressing that such pleas could
not be heard without issuance of
notice in the main appeals, par­
ticularly after recent amendments
to the NAB law.

He urged the court to pro­
ceed with arguments on the ap­
peals if the defence was ready.

Responding to this, Barris­
ter Safdar contended that his cli­
ents were convicted on Jan 17,
2025, and despite the passage of
over a year, the prosecution had
repeatedly sought adjournments.
He maintained that the defence
had remained present throughout
and pressed for suspension of
sentence and release on bail, also
citing medical grounds.

The bench, however, ques­
tioned whether the defence could
proceed with arguments on the
main appeals against the convic­
tion, even suggesting allocation
of two hearing days per week.

Safdar replied that he had not
been able to meet or obtain in­
structions from Imran and Bushra
Bibi for the past five months, mak­
ing it difficult to proceed on the
appeals at this stage.

Balochistan Schools to Reopen April 1
with New Five-Day Schedule

NEWS DESK:

The Balochistan School  Educa­
tion Department has announced
that all public and private schools
across the province will reopen
from April 1, 2026, after a tempo­
rary shutdown caused by ongo­
ing crises and fuel conservation
measures.

According to an official no­

Pakistan, China Boost Cooperation on Iran
Crisis as Ishaq Dar Visits Beijing

NEWS DESK:

Pakistan and China have agreed
to enhance strategic coordination
on the Iran crisis as Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar arrived in Beijing for
high­level diplomatic talks.

The visit, undertaken at the
invitation of Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi, focuses on re­
gional security, particularly ten­
sions involving Iran. Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Mao Ning stated that both coun­
tries will strengthen communica­
tion and coordination while work­
ing jointly to promote peace and
stability in the region.

During his brief visit, Dar
held a bilateral meeting with

Wang Yi at the Diaoyutai State
Guest House, where discussions
reportedly centered on possible
diplomatic pathways, including
facilitating dialogue between Iran
and the United States to ease
ongoing tensions.

This marks Dar’s second of­
ficial visit to China in 2026, high­
lighting the growing importance
of Pakistan­China relations amid

shifting regional dynamics.
Both sides also reviewed bi­

lateral ties and exchanged views
on key global and regional devel­
opments.

China has acknowledged
Pakistan’s increasing diplomatic
role and expressed support for its
potential mediation efforts. Iran’s
Ambassador to Pakistan, Reza
Amiri Moghadam, also appreci­

ated Islamabad’s proactive diplo­
macy aimed at reducing tensions
and restoring peace.

The development comes af­
ter Pakistan hosted a recent multi­
country meeting involving re­
gional stakeholders, where lead­
ers emphasized de­escalation and
supported structured negotia­
tions between Washington and
Tehran.

tification, the decision follows
earlier orders issued in March re­
garding the closure of educa­
tional institutions.

 With the reopening, authori­
ties have introduced a revised
five­day working schedule for
schools and administrative of­
fices.

Under the new policy, all
public and private schools, along
with Provincial, Divisional, and

District EducationDepartment of­
fices, will operate from Monday
to Friday.

Saturday and Sunday will be
observed as weekly holidays.

The department has also
confirmed that all examinations
and academic assessments will
take place as per the previously
said schedule,

with no changes despite the
updated working days.

Pakistani Man Killed in US Strike in
Iran, Body Returned at Taftan Border

NEWS DESK:

The body of a Pakistani citizen
who was killed in a reported US
strike in Iran has been handed
over to authorities at the Taftan

border, officials said.
The deceased, identified as

Yasir Khan, son of Iqbal Shah
and a resident of Chagai district,
died in Iran’s port city of
Bandar Abbas. According to
police sources, he lost his life

during a reported US attack in
the area.Following the comple­
tion of legal formalities, the
body was transferred to Paki­
stani authorities at the Taftan
crossing and later handed over
to the family.
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Modern Policing Training for
Former Levies Is No Longer

Optional — It Is Urgent

Editorial:
Balochistan’s decision
to train 772 former Lev­
ies personnel under the
Balochistan Police is not
merely an administrative
reform — it is a historic
correction. For more
than a century, security
in large parts of the prov­
ince relied on a tribal po­
licing system introduced
by Sir Robert Sandeman
nearly 142 years ago —
effectively one and a
half centuries back. That
system was designed
around tribal customs,
collective responsibility,
and informal dispute
resolution, not contem­
porary law enforcement.

While the Levies
force earned respect
within local communi­
ties,  i t  was never
equipped — nor trained
— for the complexities
of today’s crime, terror­
ism, digital threats, and
urban policing. Many of
these officers have
never undergone struc­
tured, professional po­
lice training. Expecting
them to perform modern

policing duties without
proper preparation is
unfair to them — and
unsafe for the public.

This is why the on­
going program at Police
Training College Quetta
is critically important. It
must go beyond parade
drills and weapons han­
dling. The former Levies
personnel need compre­
hensive training in in­
vestigation standards,
human rights, evidence
preservation, intelli­
gence­led policing, com­
munity engagement, and
the ethical use of author­
ity.

Equally important is
training in First Informa­
tion Reports (FIRs),
complaint handling, vic­
tim support, and docu­
mentation — the back­
bone of justice. Without
accuracy at the first
point of contact, the en­
tire legal chain collapses.

Upgraded hostels,
mess facilities, sports
grounds, and structured
welfare support are wel­
come steps. A secure,
dignified environment
produces confident of­

ficers — and confident
officers make better po­
licing decisions.

However, modern­
ization must remain con­
tinuous, not symbolic.
Training must be sup­
ported with modern
equipment, digital crime
management tools, body
cameras, forensic sup­
port, and performance
accountability. Most im­
portantly,  officers
should learn that polic­
ing today is not simply
force — it is law, service,
and trust.

Balochistan stands
at a turning point. Trans­
forming former Levies
into professional, com­
munity­oriented police
officers can rebuild pub­
lic confidence, improve
crime prevention, and
strengthen rule of law
across the province. But
success depends on
sustained investment
and a mindset shift —
from tribal guardianship
to professional policing.

Reform is never
easy. But in this case, it
is necessary — and long
overdue.

Neglect of Emergency Services Puts Travelers
at Risk on Balochistan’s N-40 Highway

By Atta Kakar
QUETTA: The N­40,
also known as the
RCD Highway, is a
630­kilometer route
connecting Quetta
with Taftan,
Pakistan’s main bor­
der crossing with Iran.
Constructed under the
1964 Regional Coop­
eration for Develop­
ment (RCD) initiative
by Pakistan, Iran, and
Turkey, the highway
remains a vital corri­
dor for trade and
cross­border travel.
Despite its strategic
importance, it operates
with minimal safety
infrastructure, limited
traffic enforcement,
and almost no dedi­
cated emergency re­
sponse facilities along
most of its length.
Long stretches of the
highway reportedly
see reckless driving,
with vehicles fre­
quently overspeeding
and overtaking dan­
gerously. Some pas­
senger coaches have
been found operating
without functional
speedometers, high­
lighting gaps in routine
vehicle inspections.

 Observers also
note a lack of patrol­
ling by the National
Highways and
Motorway Police
(NHMP) and minimal
enforcement of traffic
safety regulations
along the route.

Balochistan’s road
safety record under­
scores the risks faced
by highway users.
According to Medical
Emergency Response
Centers (MERC)
1122, 53,457 accidents
occurred on provincial
highways between
October 2019 and

September 2024, re­
sulting in 73,084 inju­
ries and 1,327 deaths.

 Motorcycles ac­
counted for 82% of
these accidents, fol­
lowed by small ve­
hicles at 12% and
large vehicles at 6%.

MERC 1122 cur­
rently operates 22 fully
functional centers on
major highways in­
cluding N­25, N­50,
N­85, N­65, and N­70.

However, the N­
40 remains largely un­
covered.

MERC 1122, es­
tablished in October
2019, provides first aid
to accident victims,
transports them to hos­
pitals, and maintains
centralized coordina­
tion through its head
office in Quetta.

So far, the system

has conducted 24,206
outpatient services
across its centers. Au­
thorities have indi­
cated plans to expand
MERC 1122 and other
emergency response
facilities to cover ad­
ditional highways, in­
cluding the N­40, but
implementation has
been delayed.

Proposals to es­
tablish MSC­style ser­
vice centers along the
N­40 including rest ar­
eas, repair workshops,
washrooms, and medi­
cal aid stations have
not yet been executed
due to shifting admin­
istrative priorities and
bureaucratic delays.

Observations indi­
cate that some
stretches between
Lakpass and Taftan
remain without hotels,

Trump’s Peace Plan: Legitimising Israel’s Occupation
Zia ud Din:
A Peace agreement
often loses its credibil­
ity when it fails to rec­
ognize the rights of the
oppressed. This is the
case with President
Trump’s much­sur­
faced Ghaza peace
plan. Far from being a
genuine step toward
peace, it presents a
surrender document
that legitimizes Israel’s
long­standing occupa­
tion of Palestine.
Sadly, this so­called
peace plan was en­
dorsed by major Mus­
lim countries, including
Pakistan.

While standing
with Trump,
Netanyahu, accused
of war crimes, ac­
cepted the plan and
also threatened to fin­
ish the job if Hamas
does not accept the
plan wholeheartedly.
However, outrage
sparked among vari­
ous analysts when
Netanyahu claimed
victory in Hebrew lan­
guage at Tel Aviv. The
question arises: How
can Trump propose a
plan for peace without
involving an interna­
tional arbitrator—the
United Nations
Organisation? Critics
have rejected this plan
on various grounds.

First, the plan has
no two­state solution.
In fact, it blurs the pos­
sibility of an indepen­
dent Palestinian state
in the future.

 Sadly,
Netanyahu has al­
ready repudiated the
idea of an independent
state. Also, President
Trump called Pales­
tine recognition by
France, Britain,
Canada, and Spain a
reward to Hamas.

So far, the United
States has stopped Is­
rael from occupying
the West Bank, but

some government of­
ficials of Netanyahu
intended to do so.

Second, Hamas
and the Palestine Na­
tional Authority, the
only representatives of
Ghaza and the West
Bank, have been
eliminated in the pro­
cess. Even the United
States barred the Pal­
estinian Authority from
entering New York
during the UNGA an­
nual session. It reflects
the colonial plan be­
cause peace is mutual;
it cannot be imposed
at the dictate of ag­

gressors. Zahid
Hussain in his essay
pointed out that it
practically brings to an
end the concept of a
Palestinian state.

Third, in the post­
war administration,
both Hamas and PA
have no share. The
proposed plan contains
the demilitarization of
Hamas.

They can live in
peaceful coexistence
after getting amnesty,
and also safe passage
will be given to those
who want to exit.

 What kind of

peace is this, where
those who suffer have
no voice in the deci­
sions that shape their
future? This is total
surrender to be forced
on the group.

Fourth, this offi­
cial instrument lost its
credibility when the
UN was excluded. It
discredits the interna­
tional organization. Al­
though the question
are raised  about the
ineffective role of the
UN—unable to stop
genocide—its sanctity
must prevail. Critics
always blamed the

United States. For in­
stance, every time the
US vetoed a resolu­
tion to stop Israel’s
evil deeds.

Fifth, Hamas has
been given the ultima­
tum of 72 hours to ac­
cept the plan.

It is not a plan but
a surrender charter for
the group. It means
Hamas has no choice
but to go with the plan.
They are not consulted
on their fate.

The Trump­
Netanyahu plan has
fortified Israel further.
It openly advocates

for Greater Israel.
Sixth, this plan

also outlines that
Ghaza will be gov­
erned by a political
committee under the
supervision of a Board
of Peace which will be
headed by Donald
Trump and Tony Blair.
Tony Blair, the former
prime minister of the
UK during 2003, had
been widely criticized
for the invasion of Iraq
based on false claims
about weapons of
mass destruction.

He is regarded as
a war criminal in the

repair shops, or any
first aid facilities, forc­
ing travelers to cover
hundreds of kilometers
without support in
case of accidents or
emergencies.

The highway’s im­
portance as a trade
corridor and travel
route for passengers,
transporters, and those
crossing the border
into Iran makes its ne­
glect particularly con­
cerning. In 2025 alone,
more than 24,000 road
accidents were re­
ported in Balochistan,
resulting in over 400
deaths and around
30,000 injuries.

 Officials warn
that without enforce­
ment, monitoring, and
operational emer­
gency services, the N­
40 remains one of the

province’s most dan­
gerous highways.

Authorities have
emphasized that the
establishment of
emergency response
centers and enhanced
policing along major
highways is essential
to improve road safety
and protect travelers.

 However, the N­
40 continues to lack
sufficient infrastruc­
ture despite its critical
role in trade and
cross­border connec­
tivity.

The N­40 highway
remains a crucial ar­
tery for commerce
and travel in
Balochistan. Without
proper emergency and
safety measures, trav­
elers are left vulner­
able to avoidable ac­
cidents and fatalities.

UK as well as in the
Muslim world. There­
fore, his appointment
provoked worldwide
criticism.

Seventh, no future
guarantee is men­
tioned in the proposed
framework.

 It fails to prevent
Israel from occupying.
Most important, the
aggressor’s account­
ability has not been
outlined. In fact, Israel
has impunity in its ev­
ery action. The Presi­
dent assured Tel Aviv
that they can do what
they want if Hamas

rejects the plan.
Eighth, no recog­

nition, no peace. Du­
rable peace hinges on
the recognition of Pal­
estine. Both the US
and Israel have re­
jected recognition.
Seemingly, they have
no plan to recognize
Palestine in the near
future.

The record of his­
tory demonstrates that
illegal occupation and
peace cannot move
together. Peace re­
mains impossible with­
out an end to illegal oc­
cupation.

On the positive
side of the plan, if this
project is imple­
mented, it will end
ruthless killing and
Ghaza genocide.

 The aid blockade
will be drawn. The
supporters of this plan
also cited the same
reason.

The deputy prime
minister, Ishaq Dar,
also said that the first
priority of Pakistan is
to end uncontrolled
killing of Ghazans. He
further said that we
are on a bid to remove
all Netanyahu’s ex­
cuses to continue war.

In the end, occu­
pation, annexation,
and illegal settlements
cannot run with
peace. Two states are
the only answer to
long­term peace.

This controversial
plan is biased and des­
tined to crumble.

Ghazans cannot
be left to the mercy of
warmongers. It is a
wake­up call for the
United States and the
World to let Ghazans
live a free life in their
own independent
state.

N e t a n y a h u ’ s
transgression must not
go with impunity.

The only solution
lies in an independent
Palestinian state.

Photo of an Israeli strike that killed 25 Palestinians including 9 children in Gaza.
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Two large Chinese container ships
transit Strait of Hormuz in 2nd
attempt amid Mideast conflict

Italy refuses airbase access to US military aircraft involved in Iran war

Pakistan, seven other countries condemn
Israeli curbs on Muslim and Christian

worship in occupied Jerusalem

China bans entombing cremated
remains in empty flats

Trump warns Iran: Make deal
or face 'obliteration'

03

NEWS DESK:Two large
container vessels oper­
ated by the Chinese ship­
ping giant Cosco tran­
sited through the Strait
of Hormuz after aborting
an initial crossing at­
tempt on Friday amid the
Middle East conflict, ac­
cording to data from
MarineTraffic released
Monday.

The voyages of two
of its ultra­large con­
tainer vessels, the CSCL
Indian Ocean and the
CSCL Arctic Ocean, sig­
nal "a potential shift in
conditions for commer­
cial shipping," the ma­
rine monitor said on the
US social media com­
pany X’s platform.

The CSCL Indian
Ocean crossed the strait
at 1:47pm PKT and the
CSCL Arctic Ocean at
2:14pm PKT.

Both vessels are
listed as China­owned
and are currently headed
to Port Klang, Malaysia.

M a r i n e T r a f f i c
noted the successful
transit as the "first con­
firmed crossing by a ma­
jor container carrier
since the start of the
conflict."

NEWS DESK:Italy re­
portedly denied US mili­
tary aircraft permission
to land at its Sigonella air
base in Sicily, local
sources have confirmed.

According to the
local newspaper Corriere
della Sera, a US flight
plan was submitted for
several bombers to stop
at Sigonella before con­
tinuing their journey to
the Middle East. How­
ever, the plan was sub­
mitted without prior
authorisation or consul­
tation with Italian mili­
tary authorities. The in­
cident occurred a few
days ago while the US
planes were already en
route.

This development
follows Spain's decision
on Monday to close its
airspace to US planes
involved in the Iran con­
flict. Spain's Defence
Minister,  Margarita
Robles, stated, "We will
not authorise the use of
Morón and Rota [mili­
tary bases] for any acts
related to the war in
Iran," further
emphasising that Spain
had clearly communi­
cated this stance to the
US government from the
outset.

Crude oil tanker hit
by Iranian strike after
Trump's latest threats

Iran attacked and

NEWS DESK:US Presi­
dent Donald Trump
sharply raised the
stakes, warning that
Washington could un­
leash widespread de­
struction on Iran's criti­
cal infrastructure if a
deal to end hostilities is
not reached "shortly".

The widening and
increasingly volati le
conflict showed no sign
of abating on Monday,
as fresh strikes, mount­
ing military deploy­
ments and stark warn­
ings of escalation under­
scored the risk of a
broader regional and
economic crisis.

Trump's threats in­

cluded targeting oil fa­
cilities, power plants
and even desalination
systems that supply
drinking water. They
came as Washington
continued to project
confidence about diplo­
matic progress, even as
Tehran publicly rejected
US proposals as "unre­
alistic, illogical and
excessive".At the centre
of tensions lies the Strait
of Hormuz, a vital global
energy artery through
which roughly one­fifth
of the world's oil passes.
Iran has effectively
blocked the narrow wa­
terway, triggering fears
of prolonged supply dis­

ruption and fuelling a
sharp surge in global oil
prices.Brent crude
climbed to around $115
per barrel, marking a
nearly 60% increase
since the war began on
February 28, as markets
braced for further esca­
lation. The International
Monetary Fund and G7
finance leaders have
warned of serious spill­
over risks to global eco­
nomic stability.

"The United States
of America is in serious
discussions with A
NEW, AND MORE REA­
SONABLE, REGIME to
end our Military Opera­
tions in Iran," Trump

ache for Trump and his
?Republican Party ahead
of the November mid­
term elections, having
vowed to lower energy
prices and ramp up U.S.
oil and gas production.

The US national av­
erage retail price of gaso­
line crossed $4 a gallon
for the first time in more

than three years on
?Monday, data from
price­tracking service
GasBuddy showed, as
tightening global sup­
plies push US crude
prices above $101 a
barrel.Israeli interceptor
depletion

Israeli news outlet
Haaretz reports that, ac­

cording to official Israeli
sources, the success
rate of Iranian missiles
has reached 80% and
missiles are not being
intercepted.

According to the
article, the Royal United
Services Institute for
Defense and Security
(RUSIDS) says that Is­

set ?ablaze a fully loaded
crude oil  tanker off
Dubai on Monday, as
US President Donald
Trump warned the US
would obliterate Iran's
energy plants and oil
wells if it did not open
the Strait of ?Hormuz.

The strike on the
Kuwait­flagged Al­Salmi
is the latest in a string of
strikes on vessels disal­
lowed to cross the Strait
by missiles and explo­
sive air and sea drones
in the Gulf and Strait of
Hormuz since the US
and Israel attacked Iran
on February 28.

The conflict  has
spread across the
Middle East, killing thou­
sands of civilians in Iran,
Lebanon and other Gulf
countries, disrupting en­
ergy supplies and threat­
ening to send the global
economy into a tailspin.

Crude oil prices
briefly spiked anew after
the attack on the tanker,
which can carry around
2 million barrels of oil
worth more than $200
million at current prices.

Kuwait Petroleum
Corp, the ship's owner,
said the ?attack hap­
pened early on Tuesday,
causing a fire and hull
damage, but there were
no reported injuries.

Authorit ies in
Dubai later said they

had been able to bring
the fire under control
following a drone attack
on the ?tanker. No inju­
ries have been reported,
they said.

The jump in oil and
fuel prices has started to
weigh on U.S. house­
hold finances and be­
come a political head­

NEWS DESK:Pakistan,
along with seven other
countries, condemned
the restrictions imposed
by Israel on the freedom
of worship for Muslims
and Christians in occu­
pied Jerusalem, the For­
eign Office (FO) said on
Tuesday.

Since Israel and the
United States started a
war with Iran on Feb 28,
Israeli authorities have
closed access to
Jerusalem’s holy sites
over security concerns
— Al Aqsa Mosque for
Muslims, the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre for
Christians and the West­
ern Wall for Jews.

In a joint statement
alongside the foreign
ministers of Egypt, Jor­
dan, the United Arab
Emirates, Indonesia,
Turkiye, Saudi Arabia
and Qatar, the FO con­
demned and rejected the
continued restrictions
imposed by Israel on the
freedom of worship for
Muslims and Christians
in occupied Jerusalem.

The restrictions
have included prevent­
ing Muslim worshippers
from accessing Al­Aqsa
Mosque and Al­Haram
Al­Sharif, as well as pre­
venting “the Latin Patri­
arch of Jerusalem and the
Custos of the Holy Land
from entering the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre to
celebrate the Palm Sun­
day Mass”.

“These continued
Israeli measures consti­
tute a flagrant violation

of international law …
and represent an in­
fringement on the unre­
stricted right of access
to places of worship,”
the joint statement said.

The ministers re­
jected the “illegal and re­
strictive” Israeli mea­
sures against Muslims
and Christians in Jerusa­
lem and stressed the ne­
cessity of respecting the
legal and historical sta­
tus quo in Jerusalem and
its Muslim and Christian
holy sites.They reiter­
ated that Israel, being an
occupying power, held
“no sovereignty over
occupied Jerusalem”.

According to the
FO, the ministers also re­
newed their condemna­
tion of Israel’s contin­
ued closure of the gates
of Al­Aqsa Mosque/Al­
Haram Al­Sharif to wor­
shippers for 30 consecu­

tive days, including dur­
ing Ramazan. They said
that the restriction of
freedom of worship was
a “serious violation of
international law, the ex­
isting legal and histori­
cal status quo, and
Israel’s obligations as
the occupying power”.

“They warned of
the dangers of these es­
calatory measures to re­
gional and international
peace and security,” the
statement added.

The foreign minis­
ters also said that the
Jerusalem Endowments
and Al­Aqsa Mosque
Affairs Department, af­
filiated with the Jorda­
nian Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs, held
the exclusive jurisdic­
tion to administer the
mosque’s affairs and
regulate entry to it.

They called on Is­

rael to immediately cease
the closure of the gates,
remove access restric­
tions in the Old City of
Jerusalem, and refrain
from obstructing Muslim
worshippers’ access to
the mosque.

“They also called on
the international commu­
nity to adopt a firm po­
sition that compels Israel
to halt its ongoing vio­
lations and illegal prac­
tices against Islamic and
Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem, as well as its
violations of the sanctity
of those holy places,”
the statement added.

On Sunday, the Is­
raeli police prevented
the Latin Patriarch of
Jerusalem, Cardinal
Pierbattista Pizzaballa,
from entering the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre to
celebrate Palm Sunday
mass.

The transit could
also "be a diplomatic
breakthrough between
Beijing and Tehran over
passage rights through
the contested
chokepoint," according
to Lloyd's List news on
X.Business Recorder re­
ports that Beijing ex­
pressed “gratitude” on
Tuesday as it said three
Chinese ships had tran­
sited the crucial Strait of
Hormuz.“Following co­
ordination with relevant
parties, three Chinese
vessels recently tran­
sited the Strait  of

NEWS DESK:Chinese
authorities have banned
entombing cremated re­
mains in cheap apart­
ments, a practice that
had gained popularity as
mourners took advan­
tage of the subdued
housing market to dodge
rising funeral costs.

“Bone­ash apart­
ments” are units in often
barely occupied residen­
tial complexes used by
some families as resting
places for their loved
ones’ remains.

They can be
cheaper than a public
cemetery plot, accord­
ing to local media, as
well as giving families
more control over the
site.

Acquiring one
“kills two birds with one
stone”,  Carsten
Herrmann­Pillath from
Germany’s Erfurt Uni­
versity told AFP.

“It’s an investment
and eases the (process
of carrying out) ritual
practices.”

 But regulations
that came into force on
Monday explicitly ban

“the use of residential
dwellings specifically
for the interment of
ashes”.

Bone­ash apart­
ments are often identifi­
able by sealed­off win­
dows or closed curtains,
according to Chinese
media reports.

A resident quoted
by the Communist Party­
run Legal Daily newspa­
per described peeking
inside an apartment in
his estate to see two
candlesticks around a
black box and a black­
and­white portrait, a

typical arrangement in
China for commemorat­
ing the dead.

The ban comes
days before the
Qingming Festival, also
known as Tomb Sweep­
ing Day, when families
traditionally visit rela­
tives’ graves to t idy
them and make ritual of­
ferings.

Human remains are
only permitted to be bur­
ied in designated areas
such as public cemeter­
ies, according to the
State Council, China’s
cabinet.

rael has fired approxi­
mately 80% of its Arrow
2 and Arrow 3 intercep­
tors, 54% of its David's
Sling missiles, and 45%
of the American­made
THAAD interceptors it
operates. Only 20% of
Iron Dome interceptors
have been used.

For the US, RUSIDS

estimates that 60% of
the THAAD missiles
deployed to protect Gulf
states from Iranian at­
tacks have already been
expended.

Trump seeks to end
war without reopening
Hormuz

Trump is ‘willing to
end war without reopen­
ing Hormuz,' according
to the Wall Street Jour­
nal, citing US officials.
Trump and his aides
have assessed in recent
days that attempting to
pry open the chokepoint
would push the war be­
yond the president’s
f o u r ­ t o ­ s i x ­ w e e k
timeline.

White House press
secretary Karoline
Leavitt later said Trump
wanted to reach a deal
with Tehran before an
April 6 deadline he set
last week after extending
an earlier deadline he
had set for Iran to open
the Strait of Hormuz.

Leavitt said talks
with Iran were progress­
ing, adding that what
Tehran says publicly dif­
fers from what it tells US
officials in private

Trump decided that
the US should achieve
its main goals of crip­
pling Iran’s Navy and its
missile stocks, winding
down the fighting, WSJ
reports.

Demand for cem­
etery plots is increasing
though, as China’s popu­
lation ages and deaths
outpace births.

In 2020, funerals
cost nearly half of the
country’s average an­
nual salary, according to
a survey by British in­
surance firm SunLife.

On Tuesday,
China’s market watch­
dog announced new
rules to tackle fraud and
a lack of transparency in
funeral pricing to “re­
duce the burden of fu­
nerals on the masses”.

wrote in a social media
post, adding that "great
progress" has been
made in the talks.

"But, if for any rea­
son a deal is not shortly
reached, which it prob­
ably will be, and if the
Hormuz Strait is not im­
mediately 'Open for
Business,' we will con­
clude our lovely 'stay' in
Iran by blowing up and
completely obliterating
all of their Electric Gen­
erating Plants, Oil Wells
and Kharg Island (and
possibly all desaliniza­
tion plants!), which we
have purposefully not
yet 'touched'," he said.

On the battlefield,
both sides intensified at­
tacks. Iran launched
fresh waves of missiles
targeting Israel and
struck infrastructure
across the Gulf. In Ku­
wait, an Iranian strike hit
a power and desalina­
tion plant, killing one
worker and injuring 10
soldiers.Saudi Arabia in­
tercepted multiple mis­
siles aimed at its oil­rich
Eastern Province, while
air defences in the
United Arab Emirates
shot down a projectile
over Dubai. Turkey also
reported intercepting a
ballistic missile that
briefly entered its air­
space, highlighting the
conflict 's expanding
geographic reach.

Hormuz; we express our
gratitude to the relevant
parties for the assis­
tance provided,” foreign
ministry spokeswoman
Mao Ning told a regular
press conference.

Cosco is one of the
world's most dominant
maritime entities, hold­
ing the top spot globally
for total fleet size by
deadweight tonnage.

The company sus­
pended cargo services
to and from several Gulf
countries earlier this
month.

On Wednesday,

Cosco said that new
bookings were open for
container transport from
Far East countries to the
United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Qatar, Kuwait and Iraq.

Shipping through
the Strait of Hormuz, a
key route for global
trade and energy, has
been heavily disrupted
since the US and Israel
launched attacks on Iran
late last month, prompt­
ing Tehran to retaliate
with strikes on US­linked
bases in at least six Gulf
nations.
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'Practical steps being taken to improve public hospitals, upgrade infrastructure'

Met Office forecasts rainfall across Pakistan
from tomorrow to April 04

Rawalpindi Development Authority (RDA)
steps up action against illegal housing schemes

Pakistan’s active
mediation role to

resolve Iran conflict
widely praised in KP

SARGODHA (INP):
Deputy Commissioner
of Sargodha Hussain
Ahmad Raza Chaudhry
said that practical

steps are being
taken to improve public
hospitals, upgrade infra­
structure, and provide

modern medical facilities
so that citizens can ac­
cess better healthcare at
their doorstep.

During his visit to
Tehsil Head Quarters
(THQ) Hospital Chak no
90­South on Tuesday,
he reviewed the condi­

tion of the facility, par­
ticularly a portion of the
building that has been
declared unsafe.

The Chief Execu­
tive Officer,

Health Dr Saira
Safdar and Executive
Engineer (Buildings) ac­

 Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
urged to intervene against politically moti-

vated convictions of Kashmiri women

Motorway Police
inspector killed after

speeding truck
slammed into him

Pakistan begins
exporting food items
to ME countries to

help address shortages

companied him.
The DC conducted

a detailed inspection of
the deteriorating struc­
ture and directed the
concerned

officials to initiate
immediate revamping
and repair work on a pri­

ority basis to ensure the
safety of patients and
hospital staff.

Officials informed
that an estimated cost of
approximately Rs. 160
million has been pro­
posed for the revamping
project.

He stated that, in
line with the vision of
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam

Nawaz Sharif, pro­
viding quality and safe
healthcare services to
the public remains a top
priority for the govern­

ment.
He further added

that efforts are being
made to strengthen the
healthcare system by
ensuring cleanliness in
hospitals,

the availability of
medicines, and the regu­

lar attendance of medi­
cal staff.

The Deputy Com­
missioner directed the
relevant authorities to
closely monitor ongoing
development works and
report  any issues
promptly.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Amid the ongoing US­
Israel conflict with Iran,
Pakistan has begun ex­
porting food items to
Middle Eastern coun­
tries to help address
shortages caused by
disrupted marit ime
routes.

According to a
Ministry of Commerce
official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity,
six shipments of food
supplies have already
been sent to Kuwait,
which is further distrib­
uting them to other coun­
tries in the region. The
official added that daily
meetings are being held
to closely monitor and
assess the evolving situ­
ation. The exports were
initiated on the direc­
tives of the prime minis­
ter. After consulting with
Middle Eastern nations,
Pakistan received a list
of 56 requested food
items. Of these, 16 were
deemed essential for do­
mestic consumption and

could not be exported,
while the remaining 40
surplus items are now
being supplied abroad.

The exported
goods include rice,
sugar, edible oil, fruits,
vegetables, meat, poul­
try, and dairy products.

Officials also noted
that business­to­busi­
ness engagements are
being arranged, with the
private sector taking the
lead in operations while
the government facili­
tates traders and pro­
vides logistical support.

In addition, some
food shipments are be­
ing routed through
Oman. Supplies reach­
ing Omani ports are then
transported onward via
land routes to their final
destinations.

A senior Commerce
Ministry official empha­
sized that strict measures
are in place to ensure
only surplus items are
exported, preventing
any potential shortages
within Pakistan.

Ishaq Dar departs for
Beijing as Pakistan

steps up Middle East
mediation efforts

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar departed for
Beijing today (Tuesday)
as part of Pakistan’s dip­
lomatic efforts to medi­
ate and reduce tensions
in the Middle East.

The visit comes af­
ter a four­nation meeting
held in Islamabad, where
foreign ministers from
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
Türkiye, and Egypt dis­
cussed the evolving situ­
ation in the Middle East.

According to a
statement from the For­
eign Office, Dar will visit
China on March 31 at the
invitation of Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang
Yi. The visit aims to fa­
cilitate detailed discus­
sions on regional devel­
opments, as well as bi­
lateral and global issues
of mutual interest. The
statement also reaf­
firmed that Pakistan and
China remain “all­
weather strategic coop­
erative partners.”

Despite medical ad­
vice to rest due to a mi­
nor shoulder fracture,
Dar is proceeding with
the visit, underscoring
Islamabad’s commitment
to strengthening ties
with Beijing.

Diplomatic sources
say the trip is particu­
larly important in the
context of Pakistan’s
broader mediation ef­
forts,  as Islamabad
seeks to involve China
more actively in peace
diplomacy. Officials be­
lieve Beijing could use
its influence over Iran to
help de­escalate ten­
sions and encourage
negotiations.

China has already
expressed support for
Pakistan’s efforts in me­
diation. In a recent state­
ment,  Beijing com­
mended Islamabad’s me­
diation initiatives and
signaled readiness to
coordinate with Pakistan
and other stakeholders
to promote a ceasefire
and lasting peace.

PESHAWAR (INP): In­
ternational relations and
polit ical  experts in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
on Tuesday widely
praised Pakistan’s active
mediation role in efforts
to resolve the Iran con­
flict and restore peace in
the middle East. Former
ambassador Manzoorul
Haq told APP that Paki­
stan enjoys cordial rela­
tions with both Iran and
the United States, mak­
ing its mediation efforts
crucial in easing tensions
between the two coun­
tries. He emphasized
that diplomacy and dia­
logue remain the most
effective means for re­
solving disputes be­
tween states. He said
that the recent visits of
foreign ministers from
brotherly countries, in­
cluding Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, and Türkiye, to

Islamabad and their
meetings with Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
underscored Pakistan’s
growing importance in
addressing the evolving
Middle East situation.
Former Chairman of the
Political Science Depart­
ment at the University of
Peshawar, Professor Dr.
A.Z. Hilali, also high­
lighted Pakistan’s con­
structive role in promot­
ing peace amid the Iran­
US conflict. He reiter­
ated that war is not a vi­
able solution to disputes
and stressed that diplo­
macy remains the best
path forward. Dr. Hilali
added that a just resolu­
tion of the Palestine is­
sue is essential  for
achieving lasting peace
in the Middle East.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Met Of­
fice has forecast rain­
fall in Punjab,
Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit
Baltistan and Azad
Kashmir from tomor­
row to April 04. The
weather advisory has
predicted widespread
rain, wind, and thun­
derstorms across vari­
ous parts of the coun­
try from April 1 to April
4, while in Sindh from
April 02 to 04. Ac­
cording to the advi­
sory, a westerly
weather system will
approach the south­
western areas of

Balochistan on April 1
and continue affecting
several regions until
April 4, bringing heavy
rainfall and hailstorms
in isolated areas.

The PMD said
that several
Balochistan districts
including Panjgur,
Turbat, Kech,
Awaran, Makran
Coast and Lasbella,
are likely to receive
heavy rain and thun­
derstorms, along with
isolated hailstorms.

In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, rain
and thunderstorms are
expected in districts
including Chitral, Dir,

Swat, and Kalam.
Snowfall is predicted
for mountainous ar­
eas. Several districts
of Punjab and
Islamabad are also
expected to receive
rain with strong winds
and thunderstorms.
Murree, Galiyat,
Rawalpindi, Lahore,
and Sargodha may re­
ceive rainfall, while
heavy rain is likely in
Dera Ghazi Khan and
adjacent areas.

Gilgit­Baltistan
and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir will also ex­
perience rain, wind,
and thunderstorms,
while snowfall ex­

pected in mountainous
regions. Some areas
may receive heavy
rain and hailstorms.

The PMD said
that parts of Sindh, in­
cluding Karachi,
Thatta, Badin,
Hyderabad, and
Sukkur, are likely to
receive rain, wind, and
thunderstorms with
isolated hailstorms
from April 02 to 04.

The weather de­
partment has added
that daytime tempera­
tures are expected to
fall across the country.
The weather system
may persist even after
April 04.

R A W A L P I N D I
(INP): The
Rawalpindi Develop­
ment Authority
(RDA) has stepped
up action against ille­
gal housing schemes
after the commis­
sioner directed strict
legal measures against
developers and issued
a public advisory to
protect investors.

According to an
RDA spokesman, act­
ing on the directives of
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rawalpindi and Direc­
tor General RDA,
Engr. Aamer Khattak,
the authority’s Metro­
politan Planning and
Traffic Engineering
(MP&TE) Director­
ate, has intensified en­
forcement against
unauthorised schemes
operating within its
controlled areas.

The commissioner

ordered stringent ac­
tion against owners,
sponsors and develop­
ers involved in illegal
housing projects
across the jurisdictions
of the Municipal Cor­
poration Rawalpindi,
as well as the tehsil
and district councils of
Rawalpindi, Taxila,
Gujar Khan, Kallar
Syedan and Kahuta.

The spokesman
said multiple violations
of the Punjab Devel­
opment Authorities
Private Housing
Schemes Rules, 2021
had been identified,
including the launch of
schemes without prior
approval, unauthorised
development and sale
of plots, non­submis­
sion of mandatory
documentation and
major deviations from
approved layout plans.

He added that the

violations were de­
tected through inspec­
tions, public complaints
and monitoring of ad­
vertisements across
print, electronic and
social media plat­
forms.

In line with the
commissioner’s direc­
tives, enforcement
measures have been
accelerated, including
the issuance of no­
tices, registration of
FIRs, sealing of of­
fices and project sites,
demolition of illegal
structures, bans on
property transactions
and referral of cases
to the Federal Investi­
gation Agency’s
Cyber Crime Wing
and other relevant bod­
ies.

The RDA warned
all sponsors and devel­
opers of illegal
schemes to immedi­

ately cease unlawful
activities, including
development, market­
ing, advertisement,
booking and sale of
plots, or face further
legal action without
notice.

The authority also
advised the public, in­
cluding overseas Pa­
kistanis, investors and
property dealers, to
avoid investing in un­
approved schemes
and to verify project
status with the RDA
before making any
transaction. It clarified
that terms such as “file
submitted”, “under
process”, or “under
scrutiny” did not con­
stitute approval.

Citizens were en­
couraged to consult
the official RDA
website for verifica­
tion and further infor­
mation.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Jammu
and Kashmir Demo­
cratic Freedom Party
(JKDFP) has urged
the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation
to take urgent notice
of the unlawful con­
viction and sentencing
of three Kashmiri
women activists under
India’s draconian Un­
lawful Activities (Pre­
vention) Act (UAPA)
in Indian illegally oc­
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

The JKDFP Act­
ing President,
Mehmood Ahmed
Saghar, in a letter ad­
dressed to OIC Sec­
r e t a r y ­ G e n e r a l
Hissein Brahim Taha,
expressed grave con­
cern over the life im­
prisonment awarded
to prominent resis­
tance leader Aasiya
Andrabi and 30­year

sentences handed to
her associates
Fehmeeda Sofi and
Nahida Nasreen on
March 24,  2026. He
stated that the court
failed to prove any in­
volvement of the
women in acts of vio­
lence, terming the ver­
dict politically moti­
vated and aimed at si­
lencing dissenting
voices.

The letter high­
lighted that the
charges against the
women were primarily
based on speeches
and social media ex­
pressions reflecting
political opinions and
historical perspectives
on the Kashmir dis­
pute, which were
criminalized under the
UAPA. It noted that
the law has been
widely criticized for
violating international
human rights stan­

dards, including the In­
ternational Covenant
on Civil and Political
Rights, to which India
is a signatory.

Saghar empha­
sized that the verdict
reflects a broader pat­
tern of judicial repres­
sion in the occupied
territory, where thou­
sands of Kashmiris,
including political lead­
ers and human rights
activists, remain im­
prisoned. He pointed
out that several promi­
nent figures, including
Dr. Qasim Faktoo and
Muhammad Yasin
Malik, have also been
handed life sentences,
while senior leader
Shabbir Ahmed Shah
continues to languish
in jail despite serious
health concerns.

The DFP main­
tained that Jammu and
Kashmir is an interna­
tionally recognized dis­

puted territory and its
people have the right
to freely express po­
litical views and pur­
sue their right to self­
determination. It
warned that
criminalizing political
dissent and historical
discourse would fur­
ther shrink democratic
space and undermine
the rule of law in the
territory.

The party called
upon the OIC to inves­
tigate the misuse of
UAPA against peace­
ful political activists,
press for a review of
the convictions, and
urge India to align its
laws with international
human rights obliga­
tions. It stressed that
urgent international in­
tervention is essential
to safeguard the rights
of Kashmiri political
prisoners and prevent
further violations.

ABBOTTABAD (INP):
In a tragic incident, In­
spector Yasir Arafat of
the National Highways
and Motorway Police
(NHMP) was killed on
the spot after a speed­
ing truck slammed into
him from behind while
he was assisting at a
traffic accident on the
Hazara Motorway near
Abbottabad.

According to the
Motorway Police
spokesman, Inspector
Yasir Arafat was per­
forming his duty by
providing help at the
scene of an earlier ac­
cident when the high­
speed truck struck him.
The impact was so se­
vere that he lost his life
instantly.

Initial investiga­
tions suggest that the

accident occurred due
to the negligence and
reckless driving of the
truck driver. Legal pro­
ceedings against the
driver have been initi­
ated. The deceased in­
spector has left behind
a grieving wife and
four young children.

Inspector General
of Motorway Police,
Sultan Ahmed
Chaudhry, expressed
profound sorrow and
grief over the heart­
breaking incident and
paid tribute to the
martyred officer for his
dedication to duty.

Inspector Yasir
Arafat sacrifice high­
lights the risks faced
by law enforcement
personnel while ensur­
ing road safety on Pa­
kistan motorways.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman NAB Lt. Gen. (R) Nazir Ahmed Butt presented NAB Annual Report - 2025
to Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House

ISLAMABAD:_Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, holding
a meeting with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Mr. Sohail Afridi at the Finance Division today.

ISLAMABAD: The Hon'ble Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, chairing the Tenth
Interactive Session to Review Progress on Judicial Reforms at the Supreme Court of Pakistan.
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PMU School Education
Balochistan Distributes Funds

 for Additional Classrooms
in Loralai Schools

Bugti Reviews NADRA Reforms, Pushes Expansion
of Services in Balochistan

Quetta Commissioner Reviews Land Ownership and
Encroachment Issues at Mian Ghundi Recreational Park

PDMA Balochistan, UNFPA Hold
Second Provincial Workshop on

GBV in Emergencies Framework

NEWS DESK:
Balochistan Chief Min­
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
visited the headquarters
of the National Database
and Registration Au­
thority (NADRA) to re­
view ongoing reforms
and service delivery im­
provements, with a spe­
cial  focus on
Balochistan.

The chief minister
was welcomed by
NADRA’s chairman and
senior officials, while
Balochistan Chief Secre­
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan
and regional directors
from Quetta and Gwadar
participated through a
teleconference.

During the meeting,
officials presented a
comprehensive briefing
on NADRA’s perfor­
mance,  highlighting
progress in registration,
verification services,
and pending case reso­
lutions across the prov­
ince.

NADRA acknowl­
edged the provincial
government’s support,
particularly its role in fa­
cilitating the clearance of
backlog cases through
district­level coordina­

LORALAI:  The
Project Management
Unit School Education
Balochistan organized
a prestigious cer­
emony in Loralai to
distribute first­phase
cheques for the con­
struction of additional
classrooms under the
PTSMC program.

During the event,
12 government pri­
mary boys’ and girls’
schools in the district
received initial funding
aimed at improving
educational infrastruc­
ture and learning en­
vironments.

The ceremony
was attended by
Deputy Commissioner
Loralai Haseeb Shuja
as the chief guest. In
his address, he appre­
ciated the efforts of
the Government of
Balochistan to uplift
the education sector
and reaffirmed the
administration’s com­
mitment to further en­
hance educational fa­
cilities in the district.

District Education

Officer Hameed Abro
highlighted the current
challenges faced by
schools included in the
project. Meanwhile,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Noor
Ali Kakar emphasized
that the construction of
additional classrooms
is a pressing need,

which will significantly
improve the learning
environment and stu­
dent performance.

The event was at­
tended by Assistant
Commissioners Yahya
Kakar and Ishaq
Nasir, former Chief
QESCO Hashim
Jogezai, District Of­
ficer Education Razaq
Miakhel, Principal Gul
Juma Kakar, along
with other notable fig­
ures including
Muhammad Daud
Kakar, Malik Naimat
Nasir, ESP Manager
Ubaid Tareen, and
Resource Person Nek
Muhammad Kakar.

Regional Director
PMU Nawabzada
Gohar Khan Jogezai

provided a detailed
briefing on various as­
pects of the project.
District Focal Person
PMU Sardar Abdul
Rasheed Jogezai
stated that the project
scope will be ex­
panded further, and
data from additional
schools will be col­

QUETTA: The Provin­
cial Disaster Manage­
ment Authority, under
the leadership of Direc­
tor Planning, Coordina­
tion and Rescue Naveed
Ahmed, in collaboration
with the United Nations
Population Fund, orga­
nized the second pro­
vincial  consultative
workshop on the Gen­
der­Based Violence in

Emergencies (GBViE)
framework on March 31,
2026.

The consultative
session marked a signifi­
cant effort to address
risks of Gender­Based
Violence in emergency
situations across
Balochistan, focusing
on developing effective
strategies and strength­
ening institutional coor­
dination. The workshop
saw active participation

from PDMA officials, rel­
evant provincial depart­
ments,

United Nations
agencies, Protection and
GBV Sub­Working
Group partners, national
and local NGOs—in­
cluding women­led and
disability­focused orga­
nizations—as well as
representatives from

platforms such as the
PSEA network.

Participants shared
their experiences, obser­
vations, and technical
insights, presenting ac­
tionable recommenda­
tions to enhance coordi­
nation at the provincial
level.

The primary objec­
tive of the consultation

was to make the GBViE
framework more compre­
hensive, practical, and
effective in the context
of Balochistan.

Key discussions
included identification
and validation of major
GBV risks during emer­
gencies, prioritization of
interventions, assess­
ment of existing gaps,

and integration of ac­
tionable measures
across sectors using an
ecological model ap­
proach.

Additionally, the
workshop helped clarify
roles, responsibilities,
and future action plans
among stakeholders to
ensure a coordinated
and effective response.

QUETTA:  A key
meeting regarding
land ownership, settle­
ment, and demarcation
issues of Mian Ghundi
Recreational Park
was held under the
chairmanship of
Quetta Division Com­
missioner Shahzaib
Khan Kakar.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Commissioner Agha
Samiullah, along with
officials from the For­
est Department,
Board of Revenue,
Settlement Depart­
ment, and other rel­
evant departments.

During the, offi­
cials provided a de­
tailed briefing on the
status of land owner­
ship and boundary de­
marcation in the Mian
Ghundi area.

It was revealed
that the demarcation

DC Nasirabad Reviews NGO Performance, Directs
Offices Setup and Strict NOC Compliance

of Mouza Sadat has
not yet been com­
pleted, covering ap­
proximately 62 acres
of land.

The case is cur­
rently under hearing in
the Board of Revenue
and the High Court.

The Forest De­
partment expressed
serious concerns over
encroachments in cer­
tain areas, emphasiz­
ing that removal of il­

legal occupations is
essential to safeguard
government land.

Commis s ioner
Shahzaib Khan Kakar
directed the Forest
Department, Tehsil
Office, and Additional
Commissioner Agha
Samiullah to jointly
conduct an immediate
field visit and submit a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
ground­based physical
report.

He further stated
that future decisions
will be made in light of
the Board of
Revenue’s findings
and the court’s ver­
dict. Additionally, he
instructed that issues
related to other
mouzas will be re­
viewed later, while
proper demarcation of
already settled areas
in Mian Ghundi should
be completed to pre­

vent future disputes.
The meeting con­

cluded with a strong
emphasis on inter­de­
partmental coordina­
tion and effective com­
munication to resolve
land disputes in a le­
gal and transparent
manner, ensuring the
protection, develop­
ment, and improve­
ment of Mian Ghundi
Recreational Park in
Quetta.

NASIRABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Zulfiqar
Ali Karrar chaired an im­
portant meeting in
Nasirabad to review the
performance and activi­
ties of non­governmen­
tal organizations (NGOs)
working for public wel­
fare across the district.

The meeting was
attended by focal person
Hina Umrani, NGO rep­
resentatives including
Farooq Kakar,
Muhammad Sajid,
Munawar Shaheen, and
Personal Secretary
Manzoor Shirazi, along
with other relevant par­
ticipants.

During the session,
representatives of vari­
ous NGOs presented de­
tailed briefings on their
ongoing and proposed
projects,

highlighting welfare
activities being carried
out in the district.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com­
missioner Zulfiqar Ali

Karrar emphasized that
alongside the govern­
ment, NGOs play a vital
role in public welfare.

 However,  he
stressed that all organi­
zations must ensure
their activities genu­
inely serve the interests
of the local population.

He issued clear di­
rectives that all NGOs

operating in the district
must establish their of­
fices within Nasirabad
within

the next 10 days to
ensure effective moni­
toring of their activities.
He also ordered that the
scrutiny process be fur­
ther accelerated.

The DC strictly in­
structed that no NGO

will be allowed to oper­
ate without a valid No
Objection Certificate
(NOC). Organizations
with expired NOCs have
been directed to renew
them before initiating
any new projects.

He further under­
scored that providing
employment opportuni­
ties to local residents

DC Kech Reviews Progress  of BSDI Phase I
and II Projects, Orders Timely Completion

TURBAT: Deputy Com­
missioner Kech Yasir
Iqbal Dashti chaired an
important review meet­
ing on Monday to as­
sess the performance
and progress of the
BSDI (Balochistan Sus­
tainable Development
Init iative) project’s
Phase I and Phase II.

The meeting was
attended by relevant of­
ficials associated with
the project, who pre­
sented a detailed brief­
ing on ongoing and
completed initiatives.

During the session,
the deputy commis­
sioner conducted a com­
prehensive review of
projects completed and
under implementation in
both phases.

Officials informed
that most projects under
Phase I have been com­
pleted, while a detailed
progress report will be
presented in the next
meeting.

It was further high­
lighted that work under
Phase II is progressing
steadily.  Several
projects have already
been completed, while
others are under con­

struction,
with some nearing

final stages of comple­
tion. Deputy Commis­
sioner Yasir Iqbal Dashti
directed authorities to
ensure that all Phase

II projects are com­
pleted within the stipu­
lated timeframe and that
effective monitoring
mechanisms are strictly
implemented.

He warned that any

unnecessary delays or
lack of transparency in
project execution would
lead to strict disciplinary
action, adding that com­
plete details regarding
such cases must be pre­
sented in the next review
meeting. Emphasizing
accountability, he stated
that negligence in pub­
lic welfare projects will
not be tolerated under
any circumstances.

lected on merit.
He also urged the

community to actively
support the initiative
and announced plans
to organize a seminar
for stakeholders at the
district level.

At the conclusion
of the ceremony,
cheques were distrib­
uted among chairper­
sons and secretaries of
the selected schools.

The initiative aims
to improve basic edu­
cational facilities in
government schools
across Loralai and en­
sure the provision of
additional classrooms,
ultimately enhancing
the overall quality of
education in the re­
gion.

tion.  Officials also
shared updates on a pro­
posed domicile certifi­
cate system for
Balochistan, which has
been formally submitted
for provincial approval.

The meeting further
reviewed progress on
the National Biometric
Policy Framework, un­

derscoring the impor­
tance of stronger coor­
dination between federal
and provincial institu­
tions to modernize the
registration system and
improve data accuracy.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti
appreciated NADRA’s
ongoing initiatives and
emphasized expanding

access to registration
services in remote areas.
He highlighted the need
to scale up satellite­en­
abled mobile registration
units to reach
underserved popula­
tions, calling them es­
sential for improving citi­
zen documentation cov­
erage.

The chief minister
also assured full coop­
eration for establishing
new NADRA centers,
along with the provision
of biometric infrastruc­
ture and fiber­based
connectivity at  the
union council level to
strengthen service deliv­
ery across Balochistan.

remains a top priority,
adding that no compro­
mise will be made on this
matter.

The deputy com­
missioner concluded by
urging all NGOs to ad­
here to government poli­
cies,  ensure transpar­
ency and merit in their
operations, and maxi­
mize benefits for the pub­
lic through their welfare
initiatives.
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Port Qasim cargo rises 8.2%
despite fewer ships

‘All roads lead to higher prices and
slower growth’: IMF says Iran

war is dimming outlook for
many economies

Ban on low-grade diesel lifted for harvest

New oil pricing formula opposed

Digital trade dispute fractures
WTO unity

NEWS DESK:World
Trade Organisation
talks collapsed on Mon­
day without reaching
an agreement on a re­
form plan or extending
a moratorium on e­
commerce, adding fur­
ther pressure on the
trade body, which is
becoming increasingly
marginalised by eco­
nomic nationalism.

The four­day min­
isterial talks in
Cameroon’s capital,
Yaounde, ended in the
early hours, with Bra­
zil blocking a bid by the
US and others to ex­
tend a moratorium on
duties on electronic
transmissions such as
digital downloads and
streaming.

“It marks another
crack in the founda­
tions of the WTO sys­
tem,” said Andrew Wil­
son, Deputy Secretary
General of the Interna­
tional Chamber of
Commerce, urging del­
egates to renew the
moratorium before
states hit digital ser­
vices with new
charges.Expectations
for progress had been
low before the talks,

NEWS DESK:An
emerging tussle in power
corridors is likely to
push the country to­
wards a fuel crisis at a
time when the govern­
ment is struggling to
manage supplies and
stave off disruption
threatened by the Middle
East war.

Sources told The
Express Tribune that the
former petroleum minis­
ter had entered the fray
after Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif formed a
committee to review the
existing oil pricing for­
mula, which had been
rejected by the oil indus­
try with a warning that it
could trigger a crisis in
the country amid ten­
sions in the Gulf.

Sources revealed
that the ex­petroleum
minister, who was head­
ing the committee, pro­
posed to delink the in­
ventory cost­based pric­
ing formula from the in­
ternational market. Un­
der the current mecha­
nism, oil  prices are
linked with global mar­
kets and are revised ev­
ery week.

So far, current Pe­
troleum Minister Ali
Pervaiz Malik and the oil
industry have success­
fully managed oil sup­
plies, though some
countries are facing se­
vere scarcity due to the
regional disruption.

Russia has an­
nounced it will halt oil
shipments across the
world from April 1, which
may worsen the crisis.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
on Monday allowed the
import of cheaper and
low­quality high­speed
diesel (HSD), which it
had banned a decade
ago.

Additionally,  i t
would dispatch ships
through the Strait of
Hormuz with Iranian per­
mission to increase die­
sel imports for the up­
coming harvest season.

Informed sources
told Dawn that Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurang­zeb­led Special
Cabinet Committee on
Petroleum Prices al­
lowed exemption for im­
port of 500ppm (sulphur
particles per million) die­
sel cargo, which is de­
scribed as Euro­II/III, in
view of tight availability
of 10ppm HSD (Euro­5)
standard in the market.

Pakistan had
banned the import of
500ppm diesel in 2015
with formal effect from
2017 to introduce 10ppm
product as its key sup­
plier, the Kuwait Petro­
leum Company, up­
graded its refining.

The committee was
told that upcoming har­
vesting season required
higher diesel stocks and
Euro­5 product was ei­
ther very expensive or

unavailable.
Iranian permission

being secured to route
imports via Strait of
Hormuz

In fact, state­run Pa­
kistan State Oil (PSO)
had arranged a large
cargo of 500ppm diesel,
which was significantly
better than production
from local refineries.

This also envis­
aged $6­7 per barrel of
lower import premium
when compared to $26­
27 per barrel on 10ppm
diesel. The Committee
granted temporary relax­
ation in import specifica­
tions.

Moreover, the com­
mittee asked the relevant
authorities to obtain an

approval certificate from
Iran for its ships to pass
through the Strait of
Hormuz to lift products
from Kuwait for immedi­
ate imports.

Such a certification
would also reduce insur­
ance costs, as shipping
lines require documen­
tation for their premium
calculations. Pakistan’s

HSD consumption dur­
ing the April­May har­
vest  is substantially
higher than in normal
months, and stock build­
up was considered im­
portant to bolster market
confidence and avoid
hoarding.

In the long term, the
committee noted a pro­
posal on fuel specifica­

tion and pricing
optimisation to enhance
efficiency in domestic
consumption patterns
and support local refin­
ing capacity.

It was decided that
the proposal would be
examined further in con­
sultation with stake­
holders, including refin­
eries and oil marketing

but there were hopes
the moratorium —
which has been regu­
larly renewed since
1998 — would at least
be extended.

US and allies fail to
secure long­term
moratorium amid rising
economic nationalism

That ultimately
proved impossible.
Trade ministers could
not agree to extend it
beyond two years,
which was not enough
for the United States,
diplomats said.

US officials and
business groups voiced
frustration, and
Britain’s Business and
Trade Secretary Peter
Kyle called the failure

to reach consensus a
“major setback for glo­
bal trade”.

The talks were
deemed a test of the
WTO’s relevance after
a year of huge trade
turmoil and more re­
cent disruptions due to
the US­Israeli war on
Iran.

Still, a subset of 66
members did agree to
sidestep previous
hurdles to usher in the
world’s first baseline
deal on digital trade
rules among
participants.‘Spaghetti
blow’Efforts to rebuild
the WTO’s predictable
trade terms are creat­
ing “a spaghetti bowl of
free trade agreements,

Pakistan's leadership
has also struggled to
convince Iran to allow
safe passage to its oil
cargoes.  Later,  in a
tweet, Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar an­
nounced that Iran has
allowed supply of 20 oil
cargoes to Pakistan to
help avert shortage.

The smooth avail­
ability of petroleum prod­
ucts in Pakistan is a sig­
nificant accomplish­
ment, especially given
the external pressure
stemming from fluctuat­
ing international prices
and supply chain con­
straints.

However, this deli­
cate equilibrium now
faces potential risks.

According to in­
dustry sources, the Oil
and Gas Regulatory Au­
thority (Ogra) held con­
sultations with oil sector
stakeholders on Sunday
evening and Monday
morning regarding pro­
posed changes in the
pricing formula.

The response from
the industry was un­
equivocal. All major play­
ers unanimously re­
jected the proposal,
warning that abrupt
policy changes would
severely disrupt the
supply chain and under­
mine the sustainability
of an industry already
operating under signifi­
cant financial and opera­
tional pressures.

Recent attempts by
certain quarters to inter­
vene in petroleum pric­
ing mechanisms and
broader policy frame­
works threaten to
destabilise the very sys­
tem that has ensured
supply continuity. Pro­
posals that appear at­
tractive on the surface
may, in practice, have
serious unintended con­
sequences, they said.

"The oil  supply
chain operates on com­
mercial viability. No oil
marketing company can
sustainably procure
products at higher inter­
national prices and sell
them domestically at ar­
tificially suppressed
rates.

NEWS DESK:The
war in the Middle East
has caused serious dis­
ruption to the econo­
mies of frontline coun­
tries, and is dimming
the outlook for many
economies that had
just started to recover
from previous crises,
the International Mon­
etary Fund (IMF)
warned on Monday.

In a blog published
by the global lender’s
top economists, the
IMF said the war
started by US and Is­
raeli strikes against
Iran on February 28
was causing a global,
but asymmetric shock
and leading to tighter
financial conditions.

Iran’s closure of
the Strait of Hormuz
and damage to regional
infrastructure had
caused the largest dis­
ruption to the global oil
market in history, ac­
cording to the Interna­
tional Energy Agency.
Much would depend
on how long the war
lasts, how far it
spreads and how
much damage it in­

flicts on infrastructure
and supply chains.

The IMF said
low­income countries
were at particular risk
of food insecurity due
to higher food and
fertiliser prices and
may need more exter­
nal support, even as
many advanced
economies were scal­
ing back their interna­
tional assistance.

“Although the war
could shape the global
economy in different

NEWS DESK:The Port
Qasim Authority (PQA)
has reported a signifi­
cant increase in cargo
throughput across its
terminals for the
July?March period of fis­
cal year 2025­26, with
total cargo handled ris­
ing to 36.548 million
tonnes from 33.768 mil­
lion tonnes during the
same period last year,
marking an 8.2% growth.

Key terminals con­
tributed strongly to this
growth, with Pakistan
International Bulk Termi­
nal (PIBT) recording a
surge from 3.533 million
tonnes last year to 5.430
million tonnes, while
Huaneng Fuyun Port &
Shipping Private
(HFP&S) rose from 0.803
million tonnes to 1.203
million tonnes.

Other terminals, in­
cluding Fauji Akbar
Portia Marine Terminal
(FAP) and Engro Vopak
Terminal (EVTL), also
showed healthy in­
creases, reflecting op­
erational efficiency and
expanded handling ca­
pacity.

Conversely, some
terminals like Engro
Elengy Terminal (EETL)
and Pakistan Gas Port
LNG Terminal (PGPCL)

experienced slight de­
clines in cargo volumes,
highlighting localised
challenges. The Qasim
International Container
Terminal (QICT) main­
tained stable container
throughput at around
0.75 million Twenty­foot
Equivalent Unit (TEUs)
shipping containers.

The overall  in­
crease in cargo volume,
despite fluctuating ter­
minal performance, sig­
nals improved efficiency,
with larger volumes be­
ing handled per vessel.
The PQA's strategic fo­
cus on enhancing infra­
structure and opera­

tional capabilities con­
tinues to strengthen its
role in regional maritime
trade.

Despite fewer
ships, terminals man­
aged to maintain or in­
crease cargo through­
put, indicating higher
efficiency and larger vol­
umes being handled per
vessel.

Ongoing Middle
East tensions have also
supported higher cargo
volumes in some seg­
ments, as rerouting of
trade flows and precau­
tionary stockpiling have
increased shipment
sizes and throughput at

regional ports, PQA of­
ficials said.

"Middle East ten­
sions have boosted
cargo volumes at Port
Qasim Authority as ves­
sels are rerouted to safer
ports," commented PQA
Public Relations Officer
Asad Warsi.

While overall port
operations continue
smoothly, certain ship­
ments, particularly pe­
troleum products and
containerised cargo,
have experienced varia­
tions in volume due to
rerouting of vessels and
adjustments in shipping
schedules.

companies, before being
brought back for consid­
eration.

An official state­
ment said the committee
undertook a compre­
hensive review of petro­
leum product stocks,
supply arrangements,
and import plans, and
noted that the current
supply posit ion was

stable,  with diesel
stocks providing ap­
proximately 23­24 days
of cover, while petrol
availability remained
comfortable.

The committee was
informed that crude oil
stocks currently provide
around 11 days of cover,
with additional cargoes
in transit and committed
volumes expected to
sustain refinery opera­
tions and product avail­
ability through April.

The Petroleum Divi­
sion briefed the commit­
tee that import plans for
April were being actively
managed, with signifi­
cant volumes already
secured through com­
mercial and government­
to­government engage­
ments.

Refinery operations
are being maintained at
optimal levels, with ef­
forts underway to
maximise throughput
and ensure conversion
of crude into refined
products to support do­
mestic demand.

The committee was
informed that interna­
tional oil markets remain
highly volatile and tight,
with notable increases in
benchmark prices and
cargo premiums in recent
days.

bilateral initiatives, and
plurilaterals,” said
Dmitry Grozoubinski,
executive director of
the Geneva Trade Plat­
form think tank.

Agreeing on an e­
commerce moratorium
was seen as key to se­
curing US support for
the WTO, which, un­
der President Donald
Trump, has retreated
from global multilateral
bodies.

WTO Director­
General Ngozi Okonjo­
Iweala said the trade
body hoped the mora­
torium could be re­
stored and that Brazil
and the US were try­
ing to reach an agree­
ment on it.

ways, all roads lead to
higher prices and
slower growth,” the
economists wrote.

The IMF said it
will release a fuller as­
sessment in its ‘World
Economic Outlook’, to
be published on April
14, during the IMF and
World Bank spring
meetings in Washing­
ton.

If elevated en­
ergy and food prices
persist, they will fuel
inflation worldwide,

the authors wrote, not­
ing that sustained oil­
price spikes have his­
torically tended to
push inflation higher
and growth lower.

The war could
also fuel expectations
that inflation will re­
main higher for longer,
which could translate
into higher wages and
prices, making it
harder to contain the
shock without a
sharper slowdown,
they said.
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Labuschagne backs team to improve
in PSL 11

Fakhar Zaman denies ball-tampering
charge in PSL match

New Zealand thrash Chile for first win
over South American team

Raza admits hosting visitors but cites lack of awareness of new PSL rules

Solano backs local talent ahead of
Myanmar qualifier

N E W S D E S K :
Hyderabad Kingsmen
captain Marnus
Labuschagne says his
first experience in the
Pakistan Super League
(PSL 11) has been “ex­
citing”, despite his side
losing their opening two
matches.

The Australia inter­
national, featuring in the
PSL for the first time,
believes the new fran­
chise is still finding its
rhythm as players adapt
to each other’s styles.

“It’s been a great ex­
perience… we’re a new
team and it’s been excit­
ing getting to know ev­
eryone,” Labuschagne
said.

“I think for us, it’s
about confidence and
getting to know each
other’s games. We need
a good start with both
bat and ball. Once we
get ourselves into a
good position and put
pressure on the opposi­
tion, we’ll be in a strong
position to win games.
It’s about continuing to
work hard in training,
doing the right things,
and going into matches
with confidence and
trust in our abilities and
skills.”

“There are a lot of
positives, and as we go
deeper into the tourna­

NEWS DESK: Zimba­
bwe all­rounder
Sikandar Raza has said
that neither he nor
Lahore Qalandars cap­
tain Shaheen Shah Afridi
were aware of the up­
dated Pakistan Super
League (PSL) security
protocol prohibit ing
players from hosting
close relatives or friends
in their hotel rooms.

Raza made the re­
marks at a post­match
press conference on
Sunday following
Lahore Qalandars’ four­
wicket defeat to Karachi
Kings in PSL 11 at
Gaddafi Stadium.

According to a let­
ter sent by Punjab police
to the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB), four visi­
tors — described as
close relatives or friends
of Raza — were alleg­
edly escorted to his
room No. 865 on the
eighth floor of the team
hotel on Saturday night,
despite repeated refus­
als by the PCB’s secu­
rity and anti­corruption
unit.

The Lahore
Qalandars liaison officer
and team owner Sameen
Rana reportedly made
requests to allow the
meeting, which were
turned down.

However, the visi­
tors were taken to the
room at around 11:05pm
and remained there until

1:25am, prompting the
Lahore police to lodge a
formal complaint with
the PCB, terming it a se­
rious breach of estab­
lished security proto­
cols.

Raza, who was born
in Pakistan, clarified that
he had always followed
previous PSL standard
operating procedures
(SOPs), which allowed
family and friends to
meet players inside the

hotel, though players
were barred from leaving
the premises.

“By birth I am a Pa­
kistani, so some family
members or friends have
to meet me and it has
happened in the last five
editions of the PSL,” he
said.

“In the past  the
protocols were that we
cannot go out of the ho­
tel to meet anyone but
someone can meet us in

the hotel, and that I had
fully respected.”

He added that he
personally knew the visi­
tors and had requested
Shaheen to bring them to
his room because he
could not meet them in
the business centre.

“Shaheen did not
do any forceful act. I re­
quested him to please
bring them… so I am the
culprit for that,” Raza
said, emphasising that

their IDs were handed
over to security and
they had brought bats
for him to select from.

The 39­year­old in­
sisted that Lahore
Qalandars were in touch
with the PCB over the
matter and maintained
that neither he nor the
captain was aware of the
new restriction.

“We will follow all
SOPs of the PSL but nei­
ther I nor Shaheen was

aware of the new SOPs,”
he said. Raza also men­
tioned that the visitors
had come with bats for
him to choose from, and
he was fielding at long­
on where dew was an is­
sue.

Shaheen fined
In a statement is­

sued on Wednesday,
Lahore Qalandars said it
had taken strong notice
of the reported incident
and initiated a compre­

NEWS DESK:New
Zealand thrashed 10­
man Chile 4­1 on Mon­
day in Auckland in their
last home match before
the World Cup, their
first win ever against
South American opposi­
tion.

Fellow World Cup
qualifiers Cape Verde
earlier won a penalty
shootout against Fin­
land at Auckland’s Eden
Park, having drawn their
match 1­1.

Chile beat Cape
Verde 4­2 on Friday but
started poorly against
the hosts with Dario
Osorio sent off in the
27th minute after two
yellow cards in quick
succession.

The All  Whites
capitalised straight
away, Kosta
Barbarouses lashing
home a volley from a
31st­minute corner, be­
fore Elijah Just added a
second in the 40th
minute.

It was 3­0 in the 60th
minute when Jesse
Randall  scored from
close range, and a fourth
was fired home by sub­
stitute Ben Waine in the
71st minute. Gonzalo
Tapia scored a consola­
tion for Chile in the 83rd
minute after a swift coun­
terattack.

New Zealand will
face Belgium, Iran and
Egypt in the group
phase this summer in
North America.

Cape Verde came
from a goal down to draw

1­1 with Finland, before
winning the penalty
shootout.Finland were
coming off a 2­0 win over
New Zealand and went
into half­time with the
lead, Naatan Skytta scor­
ing with the last kick of
the half.Cape Verde
struck back in the 67th
minute from a corner,
Sidny Cabral finding
Kelvin Pires at the far
post to head home.

Marcio Rosa made
two saves in the penalty
shootout to secure Cape
Verde the victory.

Cape Verde play
Spain, Saudi Arabia and
Uruguay in their World
Cup bow.

On Sunday, Desire
Doue scored twice as
France showcased their
attacking firepower and
strength in depth with a
3­1 friendly win over
Colombia, in their final
outing before coach
Didier Deschamps

names his World Cup
squad.Fielding an en­
tirely different lineup
from the first­choice side
who beat Brazil 2­1 on
Thursday, Les Bleus still
proved too strong for
Colombia, with Doue’s
double and another goal
from Marcus Thuram
sealing a comfortable
v i c t o r y. J a m i n t o n
Campaz pulled one back
for Colombia, who were
quickly overwhelmed
despite a decent start.

S o m e t i m e s
criticised for favouring
cold calculation over
flair, France over the
course of two warm­up
matches combined style
with efficiency and head
towards the June 11­July
19 World Cup with grow­
ing certainty ahead of
Deschamps final tourna­
ment in charge.

“What we’ve pro­
duced over these two
games is really interest­

ing. We can’t wait to be
in June,” said Rayan
Cherki, who looked com­
fortable in France’s 4­2­
3­1 formation.

Deschamps was
equally positive in his
assessment.

“A very posit ive
sporting assessment
against two very strong
South American teams,”
he said. “We gave a lot
of players opportuni­
ties… the quality is
there.”

After a lively open­
ing spell, France took the
lead through Doue, who
fired a low strike into the
bottom corner in the
29th minute to score his
first international goal.

Five minutes before
the break,  Thuram
dou­bled the advantage,
powering a header in off
the underside of the bar
after meeting a superbly
curled cross from
Maghnes Akliouche.

NEWS DESK:There is
a looming threat of a
two­match ban on
Fakhar Zaman over al­
legations of ball tam­
pering. The match ref­
eree has completed the
hearing and informed
the concerned parties
of the decision, which
is expected to be an­
nounced on Tuesday.

The Lahore
Qalandars batter has
once again denied ac­
cepting the charges.

Meanwhile, the
Lahore Qalandars team
has stood firmly in sup­
port of their player, and
according to sources,
legal action may be
taken if a penalty is
imposed. At Gaddafi
S t a d i u m , L a h o r e
Karachi Kings needed
14 runs in the final
over to defeat Lahore
Qalandars few days
ago. According to a
video of the incident,
during a break between
overs, Shaheen Afridi,
Haris Rauf, and Fakhar
Zaman were seen
standing together. At
that moment, Fakhar
took the ball from Haris,
did something to it, and
then returned it to the
bowler.

Immediately, the

umpire took the ball
from Haris and re­
placed it, while also
awarding a 5­run pen­
alty against Lahore
Qalandars. As a result,
Karachi Kings’ target in
the final over was re­
duced from 14 to 9
runs, which they suc­
cessfully chased in just
three balls.

This action was
taken under PSL Play­
ing Conditions Clause
41.3, which gives um­
pires the authority to
frequently and closely
inspect the ball if they
suspect any attempt to

alter its condition. Un­
der Clause 41.3.5.1, the
batter at the crease has
the right to choose a
replacement ball from
a selection of six balls
with varying degrees
of wear.

According to
Clause 41.3.5.3, if um­
pires can identify the
player(s) responsible
for altering the ball’s
condition and the bat­
ting side requests a re­
placement, a 5­run pen­
alty is awarded to the
batting team.

Earlier, on Sunday
night, the Pakistan

hensive internal review
to establish the facts
and ensure alignment
with PSL regulations.

The franchise con­
firmed that an isolated
incident had occurred at
the team hotel but said
it had been overstated in
public discourse and
amplified beyond its ac­
tual context.

As a voluntary dis­
ciplinary measure, the
franchise imposed a fine

of Rs1 million on captain
Shaheen for his involve­
ment and submitted a
detailed response along
with its observations to
the PCB.

The franchise said
the matter arose from a
misunderstanding rather
than a deliberate attempt
to violate procedures, re­
iterating its respect for
all security protocols
and commitment to strict
adherence to SOPs. It
also stressed the need
for clearer communica­
tion of updated proto­
cols to prevent similar
incidents in future.

Expressing regret
over the publicity sur­
rounding the episode,
Lahore Qalandars said
the issue had unneces­
sarily affected the repu­
tation of both the fran­
chise and the PSL at do­
mestic and international
levels.

As of Monday, the
PCB had not issued any
official decision or state­
ment regarding possible
disciplinary action
against the players or
the franchise.

The incident has
once again highlighted
the strict security mea­
sures in place for PSL 11,
which is being played
amid various challenges,
including a fuel crisis
that has forced several
matches behind closed
doors.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s
head coach Nolberto
Solano expressed opti­
mism ahead of the AFC
Asian Cup qualifier
against  Myanmar,
scheduled to be played
here at the Pakistan
Sports Complex on Tues­
day.

Addressing a press
conference on Monday,
the former Peru interna­
tional said preparations
had gone well despite
the challenges facing
football in the country.

“Preparation has
been good. These boys
are really exciting, really
humble, easy to work
with. They want to learn,
they want to do well,”
Solano said.

“Despite all the is­
sues around football in
Pakistan, they remain
positive.

They are looking
forward to gett ing a
good result against
Myanmar — because
that will keep our confi­
dence going. We are
building a strong squad
for the future.”

The coach said his

plan was to give local
players the opportunity
to prove themselves at
the international level.

“Of course, I know
the diaspora players
very well by now. But I
want these local boys to
understand how impor­
tant it is to look after
themselves — whatever
the system here, not
playing professionally
every weekend, they still
need to prepare them­
selves,” the former
Newcastle United
midfielder said.

“The idea is to build
that — to introduce more
players into the national
team setup.  I know
Abdullah, I know Otis,
all the diaspora players,
what they can do. But
these local boys also
need to be given that
chance.”

Solano acknowl­
edged the quality of the
opposition, noting that
Myanmar recently faced
a difficult result against
Afghanistan, where
they triumphed 2­1.

“Myanmar are a
very good team — they

just had a difficult result
at home against Af­
ghanistan a few days
ago. But we are always
preparing,” he said.

The coach
emphasised that the
match forms part of a
longer­term strategy,
with no official competi­
tion scheduled for Paki­
stan until 2027.

“It is always really
exciting when fixtures
like this arrive. We are
looking forward to the
match. As usual, it will
be a very difficult match
— Myanmar showed a
very good result just a
few days ago. But yes,
we are prepared, and we
continue our prepara­
tion,” Solano said.

“We have a plan for
this year.

That is the reason
you can see a lot of lo­
cal boys here — we
have the opportunity to
show this nation what
they can do, because
they have a lot of qual­
ity.”

He added: “We
have a plan for Pakistan,
and as everyone knows,

we do not have an offi­
cial competition until
2027. This year is about
giving chances to differ­
ent players, seeing how
they respond at national
team level.”

When asked about
the absence of Shayek
Dost, Solano explained
the decision was related
to injury and a desire to
assess other players.

“The plan for this
match was also to look
at other opportunities,
other players. I know
Shayek very well — he
has been doing well for
us. But unfortunately,
due to injury, we had to
call him in at the last
minute. Samad had to
leave. I told him he just
needs to recover,”
Solano said.

“I know he is very
disappointed to miss the
match — but it is part of
the game, it is football.
The message to all play­
ers is: always be ready.
The national team jour­
ney is a very long one
— when you start quali­
fying games, it takes two
years.

ment, it could be really
exciting for
us.”Labuschagne high­
lighted the need for
stronger starts with both
bat and ball in the Paki­
stan Super League 2025
season.

“It’s about confi­
dence and understand­
ing each other’s games,”
he said.

“If we can put our­
selves in good posi­
tions and apply pres­
sure, we’ll be in a strong
position to win
matches.”

Responding to con­
cerns over Hyderabad
Kingsmen’s bowling at­
tack, he admitted there is
room for improvement
across all

d e p a r t m e n t s . “ We
haven’t been at our best
in the first two games…
not just in one area but
overall.”

“In T20s, players
can fail for a couple of
innings and then come
back strongly,” he said.

“We’re not talking
about form slump — it’s
about how well  he’s
playing.”

Speaking about
Saim Ayub’s form, he
said, “It’s too early to
talk about form. In T20
cricket, every player can
fail for a couple of in­
nings and then score
runs in the next few.
We’re not talking about
a form slump—we’re fo­
cusing on how well he’s

playing.”
“We haven’t really

come together as a team
in the first two matches.
None of the batters have
stepped up to make big
scores, which is why
we’re in this position.
Hopefully, we can all
click at the same time and
put strong totals on the
board.”

Labuschagne said,
“We have two of the
best young players in
Pakistan opening for us,
Maaz and Saim. It’s
about giving them con­
fidence to trust their
game. When they per­
form, the rest of us can
build on that and put
pressure on the opposi­
tion.”

Cricket Board stated in
a press release that
Fakhar Zaman had vio­
lated PSL Playing Con­
ditions Article 41.3. He
has been charged un­
der Article 2.14 of the
Code of Conduct for
Players and Player Sup­
port Personnel, which
constitutes a Level 3
offense involving any
action that alters the
condition of the ball.
Fakhar Zaman had also
denied the allegations
during the initial hear­
ing before match ref­
eree Roshan
Mahanama.



08 NATIOANAL Wednesday,April.01.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Provinces to share oil subsidy burden under NFC formula

Pakistan acting in regional interest
in US-Iran tensions, ambassador

to US tells Fox News

Downpour claims 11 lives across KP
NEWS DESK:As
torre­ntial rainfall contin­
ues to wreak hav­oc in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
for the second consecu­
tive day on Mon­day, 11
more people lost their
lives, including five in
Abbottabad, and 18 sus­
tained injuries due to the
downpour, which
f l o o d e d
neighbourhoods and
blocked roads across the
province.

The KP Provincial
Disaster Manag­ement
Authority (PDMA) said
that five members of a
family were killed and
four were injured in
Havelian tehsil ,
Abbottabad, in the small
hours of Monday. They
died in a roof­collapse
incident. A Wapda em­
ployee was killed after a
tree fell on him in the
same tehsil. Rescue 1122
said a motorcyclist, who
was a Wapda lineman,
was on his way to duty
when a tree fell on him
due to strong winds on
Lora Link Road. The ac­
cident was so sudden
and severe that he died
on the spot and was bur­
ied under the tree, it
added.

Separately, Bannu
reported two deaths,
taking the two­day toll
to eight. In the district,
two roof­collapse inci­
dents left as many chil­

PTI Chairman Barrister
Gohar's WhatsApp

account hacked
N E W S D E S K :
Pakistan’s Ambassa­
dor to the United
States Rizwan Saeed
Sheikh has said
Pakistan’s role as a
mediator in US­Iran
tensions is in the
broader interest of the
region, Radio Pakistan
reported.

In an interview
with Fox News, he ex­
pressed gratitude for
the trust placed in Pa­
kistan by both parties.
He said Pakistan has
a long­standing history
of diplomacy based on
peace and that its re­
cent offer was made
in good faith, including
other regional coun­
tries.

The ambassador
said Pakistan is keen
to advance matters in
the broader regional
interest and remains
hopeful, adding that di­
plomacy is a gradual
process that requires
time.

He said Pakistan
is committed to pro­
viding all possible fa­
cilitation for result­ori­
ented dialogue, while

noting that the respon­
sibility for decisions
lies with the parties
involved.

He reiterated that
Pakistan believes in
negotiations and diplo­
macy.

Sheikh also said
Pakistan is the coun­
try most affected by
cross­border terror­
ism, adding that there
is clear evidence of

state­sponsored ter­
rorism emanating
from Afghanistan.

He further said
terrorism against Pa­
kistan is supported and
sponsored by India.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Deputy Prime Minis­
ter and Foreign Min­
ister Ishaq Dar has
departed for Beijing
for a one­day visit at
the invitation of Chi­

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
Tehreek­e­Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan on Tues­
day said his WhatsApp
account had been
hacked, warning the
public to ignore any fi­
nancial requests made
from it.

In a statement
posted on X, Gohar said
his WhatsApp number
was hacked this morning
at around 11:00 am, add­
ing that the account had
since been deleted from
his phone.

He said that hackers
were sending messages
requesting money and
urged people to disre­
gard any such financial
demands, saying that he
had approached the rel­
evant authorities regard­
ing the matter.

While speaking to
the media, he said, “I
was informed that my
WhatsApp was hacked
this morning.

I am concerned
about a possible infor­
mation leak.

I have reported the
matter to the FIA and
also to Ufone, and I have
sent an email as advised
by the FIA Cyber Wing.

I have also con­
tacted WhatsApp via
email".

He further added,
"The account is still
showing as active, and I
do not know why this
has happened, as there
was nothing unusual on
my phone.

 I am part of many
groups, so naturally, I
am concerned about my
data".

"If a WhatsApp ac­
count is hacked, there
should be an immediate
solution — there should
be an option to report or
block it instantly with a
single button”, he says.

Earlier in January,
Pakistan’s National
Cyber Emergency Re­

NEWS DESK:In a sig­
nificant development,
the provinces have fi­
nally agreed to share the
burden of the oil subsidy
being passed on to local
consumers amid prevail­
ing global economic
challenges, while the
government shelved the
issue of proposed
lockdowns in the coun­
try.

The decisions were
made in a crucial meet­
ing presided over by
President Asif Al i
Zardari on Mon­day.
Besides Prime Minis­ter
Shehbaz Sharif, the meet­
ing was also attended by
Deputy Prime Minister
Senator Muhammad
Ishaq Dar, PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto­Zardari,
federal ministers and all
four chief ministers.

K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min­
ister Soh­ail Afridi’s
presence was consid­
ered significant, as he
usually does not attend
such meetings due to the
political differences of
his party, the Pakistan
Tehreek­i­Insaf (PTI),
with the ruling alliance.

“The issue of pro­
posed smart lockdowns
was shel­ved, while
provinces have agreed
to share the burden of
the oil subsidy being

given to the people ac­
cording to their share in
the National Finance
Com­m­ission (NFC)
Award,” a participant of
the meeting told Dawn.

He said the issue of
proposed smart
lockdowns was dis­
cussed and would con­
tinue to be considered in
the days to come.

Pakistan is one of
the countries facing fuel
crisis due to the ongo­
ing US­Israel war on Iran
and subsequent attacks
of the latter on oil­pro­
ducing Gulf states.

Earlier, the prov­
inces had expressed
their inability to contrib­
ute about Rs200 billion
sought by the Ministry

of Finance to shield con­
sumers across the coun­
try from further hikes in
petroleum prices.

Both Punjab and
Sindh — the two largest
provinces, supposed to
share more than
Rs102bn and

about Rs60bn, re­
spectively — had in­
stead suggested pass­

ing global prices on to
the domestic market to
create a price signal for
behavioural change.

Meanwhile, a press
release issued by the
Presidency said that
President Zardari had
directed that, amid oil
and gas supply pres­
sures, escalating energy
costs, and the evolving

regional environment, all
possible measures
should be taken to ease
the burden of rising
prices on the common
man, especially for es­
sential goods and ser­
vices.

The meeting was
briefed on the steps be­
ing taken by the govern­
ments of the four prov­

inces, as well as Gilgit­
Baltistan and AJK, to
manage price pressures,
ensure the availability of
essential supplies, and
mitigate the impact on
the public, enabling a
coordinated national re­
sponse.

It also reviewed the
broader regional situa­
tion and its potential ef­

Tribunal dismisses petition
against info minister Tarar’s
win from Lahore’s NA-127

dren dead and one
woman and a child in­
jured. Likewise, two chil­
dren were killed after a
roof collapse in an area
along the Bilitang Kot
Road in the Kohat dis­
trict. A woman and four
children were injured.

The PDMA said
that a house collapse in
Chalonai tehsil  of
Battagram left a person
dead and another
wounded. Similarly, two
persons were injured in
Bajaur and five in the
Peshawar district.

Low­level flooding
in Swat

Downpour in the
plains and highlands of
Swat, which began on

Sunday night and con­
tinued into Monday,
swelled several streams,
resulting in flooding at
various points. A stream
flowing through the cen­
tre of Mingora surged
once again, raising con­
cerns among residents
living near rainwater
drains and waterways.

A massive ava­
lanche, on the other
hand, blocked the road
between Kal­am and
Mahodand Lake, leav­
ing hun­d­reds of tour­
ist vehicles stranded on
both sides.

A spokesperson for
the Up­per Swat Devel­
opment Authority,
Saeedur Rehman, said

that heavy ma­c­hinery
had been deployed to
cle­ar the debris and that
efforts were und­e­rway
to reopen the road for
traffic.

Moreover,  heavy
rain continued to lash
parts of Shangla for a
second consecutive
day, triggering land­
slides and blocking key
roads,  including the
main Bisham­Swat road
at multiple points, offi­
cials said on Monday.
Rainfall was reported in
Alpuri, Bisham, Puran,
Shahpur, Chakesar and
adjoining areas.

Landslides in
Hazara

The upper parts of

Hazara Division re­
ceived the heaviest
dowpour of the outgo­
ing winter season, mak­
ing the weather chilly
once again.

The rain continued
intermittently through­
out the day in
Man­sehra,  Torghar,
Upper Kohistan, Lower
Kohistan, and Kolai­
Palas districts.

The rainwater
flooded roads and
streets and entered
houses and shops in
some parts of the divi­
sion.

The link roads con­
necting dozens of vil­
lages to the Karakoram
Highway and the
M a n s e h r a ­ N a r a n ­
Jalkhad Road were
blocked due to land­
slides.

Meanwhile, a fresh
spell of torrential rains
over the past two days
led to an unusual surge
in water flow in the
Panjkora River; no loss
of life or property was
reported in Lower Dir or
Upper Dir.

Snowfall was also
reported in the moun­
tainous areas of Upper
Dir, including Lowari
Top, Kumrat Valley,
Doog Dara, Jahaz Banda
and Badgoai Top, as
well as Bin Shahi Top
and Kalpani Maidan
Top in Lower Dir.

NEWS DESK:An elec­
tion tribunal on Tuesday
dismissed an election
petition against Informa­
tion Minister Attaullah
Tarar’s victory from NA­
127 in the 2024 general
elections as non­main­
tainable.

The decision was
announced by the tribu­
nal, comprising retired
justice Rana Zahid
Mehmood, on the elec­
tion petition filed by PTI­
backed independent
candidate Zaheer
Abbas Khokhar, who
had contested against
Tarar.Khokhar had lost
his election to Tarar with
a margin of 15,980 votes
as the latter bagged
98,210 votes against
82,230 of the former.

PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
had also contested the
2024 general election
from the same constitu­
ency; however, he stood
third with 15,005 votes.

The tribunal dis­

missed the petition on
technical grounds, de­
claring it not maintain­
able for failing to com­
ply with statutory re­
quirements under the
Election Act 2017.

In his peti t ion,
Khokhar had alleged the
impugned notification of
the respondent’s vic­
tory was a result of “cor­
rupt and illegal prac­
tices” committed on the
polling day.

He alleged that the
Election Commission of

fects on Pakistan’s secu­
rity environment, eco­
nomic outlook, and food
security. The meeting
was assured that, de­
spite the global crisis,
timely decisions had en­
sured no disruption to
fuel supply, and that ad­
equate fuel stocks were
currently available, with
arrangement for future
needs also underway.

The meeting was
informed that proposals
to increase oil prices had
repeatedly been rejected
by the prime minister,
and that funds saved
through austerity mea­
sures were being chan­
nelled towards public
relief. It was noted that
austerity efforts had be­
gun with the govern­
ment cutting down its
own expenditures, in­
cluding cuts to the de­
velopment budget and
the immediate ground­
ing of 60 per cent of offi­
cial vehicles. President
Zardari reiterated that
economically vulnerable
people would not be left
alone in this difficult
time. He directed that co­
ordinated decision­mak­
ing be ensured, with
alignment between eco­
nomic management, en­
ergy planning, food se­
curity measures, and se­
curity preparedness.

sponse Team had issued
a nationwide advisory
warning of a sharp rise
in WhatsApp account
hijacking incidents, say­
ing the attacks were ac­
tive, widespread and tar­
geting users across all
demographics.

Later, the matter was
discussed in the Na­
tional Assembly as mem­
bers expressed serious
concern over the rising
incidents of digital and
cyber scams across the
country, with lawmakers
from all party lines call­
ing for urgent policy for­
mulation to curb such
crimes.

Speaker Ayaz Sadiq
disclosed that his voice
had been impersonated
to fraudulently seek
money from citizens,
prompting assurances
from the government
that action and legisla­
tion were underway to
counter organised digi­
tal crime.

nese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, according to
a statement from the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

Dar and Yi will re­
view bilateral ties and
discuss regional and
global issues of mutual
interest during their
meeting,

it added. Reuters
reports that they will
discuss ?the situation

?in Iran during ?the
latter's ?visit to ?China
on Tuesday, according
to the Chinese foreign
ministry.

This marks the
foreign minister’s sec­
ond visit to Beijing this
year.

His trip follows
closely after a four­
nation meeting in
Islamabad with the
foreign ministers of
Saudi Arabia,

Turkiye, and
Egypt, which focused
on the US­Israel war
on Iran.

The meeting con­
cluded with initial dis­
cussions reportedly fo­
cused on proposals to
reopen the Strait of
Hormuz to shipping.
Foreign ministers
from Saudi Arabia,
Turkiye, and Egypt
landed in Islamabad
for the talks.

The discussions
came as Iran warned
the US against launch­
ing a ground attack,
and global oil prices
surged amid continued
fighting between Iran,
the US, and Israel.

Pakistan (ECP) had ma­
nipulated and forged
Forms­45 and ­47 to de­
clare the respondent a
returned candidate.

Khokhar had asked
the tribunal to set aside
the impugned notifica­
tion and declare the pe­
titioner a returned can­
didate from NA­127.

The election tribu­
nal had previously
sought arguments on
the maintainability of
the election petition in
November 2024.


