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CM Mir Sarfraz Bugti: Absenteeism in Balochistan
Schools & Hospitals Falls Below 1%

Quetta:Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has expressed satisfaction
over the visible progress in
Balochistan, saying that ongoing
institutional reforms and better
governance are finally delivering

“This is clear proof that our
monitoring system and effective
governance measures are work-
ing,” he said in a post on X.

Mr Bugti called this devel-
opment a “real and practical ex-
ample of good governance.”

He noted that, for the first
time in the province’s history. the
an

p in public ser-
vices.

Speaking on Thursday, the
Chief Minister revealed that com-
plaints about teachers not show-
ing up at schools and doctors
missing from hospitals have
dropped sharply to less than one
percent over the past three
months.

ustrating is-
sue of staff absenteeism in edu-
cation and health sectors is be-
ing addressed meaningfully.
The resulting improvement
in education and health services
has started restoring people’s
he

was once one of the top com-
plaints raised by citizens during
open courts (Khuli kacheris).
Thanks to a well-planned strat-
egy, strict oversight, and swift ad-
ministrative action, the situation
has now largely been brought
under control.

“Attendance in schools and
hospitals has improved signifi-
cantly, which is leading to better
service delivery for the people,”
the Chief Minister said.

‘According to official figures
shared by Mr Bugti, 412 open
courts were held across
i ’s 36 districts in the

in the g ,

o
2

e recatied that absentecism

last nine months, receiving a to-
tal of 3,675 complaints. A large

number of these were related to
closed facilities and staff absen-
teeism.

However, in March alone,
out of 871 complamls only four

ated Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir

an and the entire administra-

tive team for their dedication in
implementing these reforms.

_He hnghlnghted that regular

riat,

were about
strong indicator of how effecti ve
the government’s reforms have
been. The Chief Minister said this
sharp decline shows that the ad-

Givistonal, and districtlevels have
played a key role in achieving
these resuls.

Reaffirming his
s

is no to
public grievances quickly and ef-
ficiently. With the absenteeism
issue mostly resolved, citizens
have begun raising other impor-
tant service delivery maters,

the
Chief Minister said the focus re-
mains on making every school
and hospital fully functional with
staff present at their posts.
“Ensunng transparency and

which the is tackling
proactively.
Mr Bugti specially appreci-

rnance will
continue to be our top priority,”
he added.

Islamabad airport
becomes Pakistan's
first to launch 5G
services

NEWS DESK:

The Pakistan Airports Authority
(PAA) announced on Thursday
that 5G services had been
launched at Islamabad Interna-
tional Airport, making it the first
airport in Pakistan to offer such
services.In a statement issued by
the PAA, the launch of 5G con-
nectivity at the airport was facil
tated in collaboration with a pri-
vate telecom company, providing
passengers with ultra-fast
internet and modern digital
facilities.“The newly launched 5G
services will enhance passengers'
travel experience with high-speed
connectivity and advanced digi-
tal amenities,” said the PAA state-
ment

Pakistan recently sold 5G
spectrum worth $507 million in an
auction aimed at boosting
internet speeds. After the launch,
telecom operators said they
would initially launch 5G services
in Islamabad and the provincial
capitals, with plans to extend
them to other areas of the coun-
try later.In total, the government
had sold 480 MHz of spectrum,
although it had originally targeted
597 MHz. Three telecom opera-
tors— Jazz, Zong, and Ufone —
secured frequencies to roll out
next-generation mobile services.

According to the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority

(PTA), the auction resulted in the
sale of two lots in the 700 MHz
band, all five lots in the 2300 MHz
band, all 19 lots in the 2600 MHz
band, and 22 out of 28 lots in the
3500 MHz band, bringing the to-
tal spectrum sold to 480 MHz.

Aday earlier, Prime Minister

sible facilitation™ to investors in
the digital and telecom sectors,
citing the recent 5G spectrum auc-
tion, duringa meeting with VEON
Group CEO Kaan Terzioglu.

Terzioglu also appreciated
the government’s efforts to en-
hance transparency and improve
the investment climate, saying
Pakistan had moved “swiftly” to-
wards achieving a digital
economy and rolling out 5G ser-
vices.

Flash Floods Hit Over 30 Districts in Balochistan as
Heavy Rains Continue

NEWS DESK:

Torrential rains combined with
strong winds, thunder, and hail
have created emergency-like con-
ditions in more than 30 districts
of Balochistan during the last 24
hours. The sudden downpour has
led to flash flooding, damaged
roads and homes, and caused
‘major disruptions in communica-
tion and transportation.

Heavy rainfall lashed several
areas including Quetta, Khuzdar,
Kalat, Lasbela, Hub, Gwadar, Qila
Abdul]ah Zhob, Harnai, Loralai,
Kohlu, Mastung, Sherani, and
Ziarat on Wednesday, turning
low-lying zones into waterlogged
patches and triggering fast-mov-
ing floods in seasonal streams.

Young Girl Loses Life to
Lightning

Tragedy struck in Dhadhar
town when a 12-year-old girl was
fatally struck by lightning. The
bolt also damaged a local elec-
tricity transformer, adding to the
power-related problems in the
area.In many places, mobile net-
works and internet services went

[

down, cutting off
between remote regions and the
rest of the province.

achhi district, surging
waters from the Nari River and

| Tasleem Akhtar's house swept away by flash floods in Qneua Nawan Kl“l Photo Quetta Vmce I

nearby hill torrents flooded Ghazi
village. Eight houses were com-
pletely washed away while ten

Gthers suffered serious damage.
Local crops were also ruined,
forcing families to seek higher

“ground independently.
Timely Rescues Save Lives
Rescue teams remained ac-

tive across the province. In Qila
Abdullah district, authorities suc-
cessfully pulled 15 passengers,
including women and children,
from a stranded mini-coach
trapped in rising floodwaters. Two
more vehicles were rescued from
the Machka stream. Thankfully,
no one was injured in these inci-
dents.

A supply truck was also
swept away near Gulistan, but all
occupants remained safe.

Roads Closed, Travel Re-
strictions Enforced

ajor routes, including the
Quetta-Chaman hlghway. have
been badly affected by high wa-
ter levels. Several roads linking
Harnai to Quetta, Sibi, and Punjab
are now enger

central districts, including Zhob,
Sherani, Sibi, Kohlu, Qila
Abdullah, Mastung, Kalat,
Khuzdar, and Lasbela, face the
highest risk of further flash flood-
ing in hill torrents.

Officials have also cautioned
that gusty winds and lightning
could damage weak infrastructure
such as electricity poles, bill-
boards, and solar panels.

Government on High Alert

In response to the situation,
Deputy Commissioner of Kachhi
district chaired an emergency
meeting with all concerned de-
partments. A detailed contin-
gency plan was prepared focus-
ing on evacuation of low-lying
areas, constant monitoring of

and keeping res-

vehicles have been left stranded
in seasonal rivers in Pishin and
Toba Achakzai.

Local administrations have
banned all vehicle movement near
nullahs and streams. Section 144
is already in effect in vulnerable
districts, and police have been in-
structed to stay on high alert.

Weather Alert Extended

The Pakistan Meteorological
Department has issued a fresh
warning, stating that heavy rain-
fall, windstorms, and hail may
continue across Balochistan un-
til April 3, 2026. Northeastern and

cue teams and equipment ready
around the clock.

The Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA)
has strongly advised residents to
stay away from rivers, streams,
and low-lying zones and to avoid
all non-essential travel until the
weather improves.

Authorities continue to
monitor water levels in dams and
streams while appealing to the
public to remain cautious and fol-
low official instructions to pre-
vent further loss of life and prop-
erty.
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Editor: Asim Khan

Urgent Need for a
Modern Examination

Editorial
The recent high-level
meeting at Governor
House between
Balochistan Governor
Sheikh Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail  and
Balochistan Public
Service Commission
(BPSC) Chairman
Justice (R) Mehta
Kalash Nath Kohli
has once again ex-
posed a long-standing
injustice faced by
thousands of young
aspirants in the prov-
ince: the absence of a
modern, spacious ex-
amination hall.
Governor
Mandokhail described
this infrastructural
shortfall as a “major
gap” that directly ham-
pers the commission’s
ability to conduct com-
petitive written exami-
nations and interviews
with the dignity, effi-
ciency, and fairness
they deserve. In a
province where youth
unemployment is al-
ready a crisis, forcing
candidates into
cramped, outdated, or
makeshift venues dur-
ing high-stakes tests is
simply unacceptable.
It undermines exam

Hall at

¥l

integrity, creates un-
necessary stress, dis-
advantages those
traveling from remote
districts, and sends a
discouraging message
about how seriously
the state values merit-
based opportunity.
The BPSC is not
just another depart-
ment—it is the gate-
way through which
competent, honest,
and capable officers
enter public service.
These officers shape
governance, deliver
development projects,
‘maintain security, and
implement policies
that affect every citi-
zen of Balochistan.
When the very insti-
tution responsible for
selecting  them is
starved of basic facili-
ties, the entire chain
of public administra-
tion suffers.
Successive gov-
ernments have al-
lowed this neglect to
persist for years, pri-
oritizing other expen-
ditures while leaving
the BPSC to struggle
with financial con-
straints and outdated
infrastructure. This is
not merely an admin-

BPSC

istrative oversight; it is
a betrayal of the
province’s talented
youth who pin their
hopes on transparent,
merit-driven recruit-
ment.
The Governor’s
emphasis on urgent fi-
nancial support, mod-
ern infrastructure, and
institutional reforms
must now move be-
yond words. The pro-
vincial government
should immediately pri-
oritize and fund the
construction of a
state-of-the-art ex-
amination and inter-
view complex at
BPSC —  one
equipped to handle
large-scale tests, en-
sure privacy during in-
terviews, and uphold
the highest standards
of professionalism.
Until this happens,
the promise of equal
opportunity will remain
hollow for far too
many. Empowering
the BPSC with proper
facilities is not a
luxury; it is a necessity
for building a more
transparent, efficient,
and trustworthy gov-
ernment i
Balochistan.
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Balochistan’s education sector,
implementation of article 25-A

Improving the educa- lion. However, inde- y i i evolutionary changes. nately, neither the
tion sector has always pendent sources put mentprocess. Thishas However, improve- quality nor the educa-
been the hallmark of the number high as ruined the entire edu- ment in education sec-  tion standard meet na-
all successive govern-  compared to the offi- cation sector. Dr. tor, enrolling out of tional standards what
ments in Balochistan. cial data. There are Malik Baloch, thethen school children in to speak about inter-
Every government has  conflicting figures adviser on education schools and improving national standards.
allocated substantial about the exact num- Sardar Raza quality of education Poor quality of educa-
funds to improve the ber of out of school Muhammad Bareech needsamulti-pronged tion is the result of
education sector and children in led rallies against strategy. Senior bu- poor capacity of
quality of education to  Balochistan. cheating to create reaucrat Ghullam Ali teachers that needs to
enable students to To be precise, awareness among the Baloch who had al- be improved to com-
compete on national positive strides were people regarding the ready served as sec- pete on national and
and international level. made during Dr. Malik curse of cheating in retary education has international level.
Health and education, Baloch led govern- educational institu- again been posted. The Balochistan
all successive govern- ment to improve the tions. Mr. Balochiis tak- government has an-
ments declared their education sector. After the removal ing a number of initia- nounced to enroll
priorities. For the first time of Sardar Razar tives to improve 70000 kids in govern-

Former  Chief in the history of Bareech as an adviser schooling and trace mentrunschoolsin the
Minister, Dr. Abdul Balochistan, 5000 on education and out ghost schools and province. However,
Malik Baloch led na- teachers were ap- transfers of senior bu- teaches across the groundrealities negate
tionalist government pointed through na- reaucrats Ghullam Ali  province. claims of the provincial
allocated around 24 tional testing service Baloch and Saboor However, political government. So far,
percent budget to (NTS), launching an Kakar, no effective speed breakers ap- the government has
bring the province at effective campaign step was taken to im- pear to be major ob- not been able to mobi-
par with other parts of against growing prove the quality of stacles in his way. lize the civil society,
the country. Dr. cheatingduringexami- education in Despite being the media, political parties
Baloch’s government nations and introduc- Balochistan. poorest province of and tribesmen to make
also declared emer- ing the education man- Now again the Pakistan, Balochistan sure maximum enroll-
gency and announced agement and informa- portfolio of education spends over 70 billion ment ofkids in educa-
implementation of ar- tion system to ensure has been awarded to rupees on primary, tional institutions of
ticle 25-A of the con- the presence of teach- Sardar Yar middle, secondary the province. Coordi-
stitution to enrollall out ~ ers in schools. Muhammad Rind who and higher education nated efforts and com-
of school children in Track  record belongs to Pakistan in the province. bined strategy by all
Balochistan. The num-  shows, teachers were Tehrik e Insaf (PTI). The province segments of society
ber of out of school always recruited on Mr. Rind has made spends thousands of can ensure implemen-
children in Balochistan  political basis withno announcements to rupees per month on tation of article 25-A
is currently over I mil- merit and transpar- bring what he claimed a student. Unfortu- of the Constitution.

Taftan border and Balochistan Govt’s response

Quetta Voice
Analysis

The sudden arrival of
thousands of Zaireen
at Pak-Iran border
Taftan posed a serious
challenge for govern-
ment of Balochistan to
make sure their
screening and conduct
medical tests in the
aftermath of outbreak
of COVID-19 in
neighboring Iran. The
federal government
closed the border with
Iran at Taftan on Feb-
ruary 23rd to halt the
spread of deadly co-
rona virus.

All of a sudden
over 4,000 Zaireen,
students, tourists and
traders gathered at
Taftan, Pakistan’s bor-
dering town with Iran.
The poorly equipped
health officials that too
less in number tried to
conduct screening
and tests of those en-
tered from Iran. How-
ever, many managed
to flee from the ad-
ministration and used
their own means of
communication to
reach Quetta on way
to their home prov-
inces. The drivers
were paid heavy fares
by those fleeing the
quarantine centers at
Taftan.

Perhaps, in the
beginning, the
Balochistan govern-
ment and Islamabad
did not realize the
gravity of situation. A
wind-blowing tent
quarantine center was
established to keep the

Zaireen and others to
halt the spread of
novel corona virus.
However, the labora-
tory to diagnose the
deadly disease and
conduct tests of novel
corona virus could not
be arranged at the
border soon after the
closure of border.
The National Institute

of Health (NIH) dis-
patched machinery

and laboratory to con-
duct the diagnosis 10
days after the closure
of the border. Before
installation of the labo-
ratory, the health offi-
cials used to send tests
of suspected patients
to Islamabad, Lahore
and Karachi for diag-
nosis.

Though, it was
imperative to install
laboratory soon after

Taftan.
Opposition politi-
cal  parties in
Balochistan in general
and the Balochistan
National Party ideal-
ogue, Sanaullah
Baloch have strongly
criticized the Jam
Kamal led government
for what they call its
failure and incompe-
tency to contain the
corona virus.
Political parties,
members of civil soci-
ety and legal fraternity
had also objected over
the establishment of
quarantine center at
Mian Ghundi area of
Quetta. They feared
spread of deadly virus
after establishment of
center near the city
rather they demanded
of the government to
shift the Zaireen to
their home provinces
directly from Taftan.
To be precise, the
! virus has already pen-
etrated and now it is
time for all political
parties from left to
right and religious to
nationalists to join their
hands to contain its
- spread.
the closure of the bor- quently targeted by unfoldingsituationand tronic and shares vid- The government
der to make sure terrorists on Quetta- all the time directing eos onsocial mediato needs to take all stake-
proper screening and  Taftan highway. Since the concerned quarters  sensitize the people holders including po-
diagnosis of the then, the Balochistan to halt the spread of about the deadly virus. litical parties, media,
people. government has been novel corona virus. Nevertheless, the civil society and law-
Apart from co- providingsecurityand However, loopholes in virus penetrated and yers to evolve a com-
rona virus, the law enforcers escort the system caused the made its way from bined strategy in the
Balochistan govern- long convoys of buses outbreak of COVID- Taftan to Sukkur province to tackle the
ment appeared to be from Quetta to Taftan 19 in the country. prompting the Chief situation. It is not alone
concerned about the all the time. Although,  the Minister Sindh Syed the job of government
security of Zaireen as The Chief Minis- Chief Minister issued Murad Ali Shah to say = rather every individual
well. ter Balochistan, Jam statements, precau- that Zaireen were not to play his/her role to
In the past, Kamal Khan hasbeen tionary mecasures properly screened at contain the virus be-
Zaireen were fre- closelymonitoring the through print, elec- Pak-Iran border fore it is too late.
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Nasa launches 4 astronauts on world’s first crewed lunar
mission in half a century

NEWS DESK:Four as-
tronauts blasted off
from Florida on Wednes-
dayon Nasa’s Artemis 1T
mission, a high-stakes
voyage around the
moon that marks the
United States’ boldest
step yet toward return-
ing humans to the lunar
surface later this decade
inarace with China.

Nasa’s  Space
Launch System (SLS)
rocket, topped with its
Orion crew capsule,
roared to life just before
sunset at the agency’s
Kennedy Space Centre
in Cape Canaveral,
Florida, carrying its de-
but crew — three US as-
tronauts and a Canadian
astronaut — into Earth
orbit.

The 32-story-tall
space vehicle thundered
into clear skies, trailing
a towering column of
thick, white vapour.

Nasa Administrator
Jared Isaacman said the
launch was an opening
act for subsequent mis-
sions that would include
construction of a moon
base to support the “en-
during presence we're
trying to create on the
surface”.

If the mission pro-
ceeds as planned, the

crew consisting of Nasa
astronauts  Rei

Wiseman, Victor Glover
and Christina Koch, plus
Canadian Space Agency
astronaut  Jeremy

Hansen, will fly around
the moon and back in
their nearly 10-day expe-
dition, putting the
spacecraft through its
paces while venturing

deeper into space than
humans have ever gone.

The mission is the
debut crewed test flight
in  the  Artemis
programme, successor

to Nasa’s Cold War-era _ Nasa’s Artemis Il
Apollo project, and the Space Launch System
world’s first to'send as- rocket carrying the Orion
tronauts in the vicinity ~spacecraft lifts off from
of the moon, out of Launch Complex 39B at
Earth’s orbit, in 53 years. Kennedy Space Centre

this decade, after one
more crewed mission
around the moon. Nasa
is targeting 2028 for
Artemis 1V, a first-ever
landing of astronauts on
the moon’s South Pole,
seeking to beat China’s
planned crewed mission
to the same lunar region
as earlyas

The last time astro-
nauts walked on the
moon — a feat so far
achieved only by the
United States — was the
final Apollo mission in

2.

*Forall humanity”

After nearly three
years of training, the
crew is the first to fly in
Nasa’s Ar(emls

rogramme,

multibillion-dollar ven-
ture established in 2017
to build up a long-term
US presence on the
moon over the next de-
cade and beyond, serv-
ing as a stepping stone
to eventual missions to
Mars.

Minutes  before
liftoff, Canadian astro-
naut Hansen, strapped
inside the gumdrop-
shaped Orion capsule,
told mission control in
Houston: “This is Jer-
emy, we are going for all
humanity.”

on April 1,2026 in Cape
Canaveral, Florida. —
AFPItserves as a crucial
dress rehearsal for a
Nasa bid to land humans
on the lunar surface later

19 migrants found dead by
Italian agency

carbon fumes”. The
coastguard rescue was
staged some 135
kilometres offthe Italian
island inside Libyan
search-and-rescue wa-

NEWS DESK:The bod-
ies of 19 migrants were
recovered from an inflat-
able boat south of the is-
land of Lampedusa on
Wednesday by the Ital-

waves up to seven

on Wednesday while
trying to cross the Chan-
nel to Britain, French
maritime authorities
said. Rescue services re-
sponded to eight people

metres high.

Images released by
ANSA news agency
showed what looked like
body bags being taken

ian coastguard, a fters. off a coastguard vessel in distress following an
spokesman said. The boat was spot- ona quay. Lampedusa is ~attempt to board a ves-
Fifty-cight other ted driftingbyan Italian a key landing point for sel on the northern

people, including five
children, were found on Tuesday but there
alive during the rescue were no  Libyan
in the carly hours of coastguard or civilian
Wednesday and trans- ships in the area to as-
ported to Lampedusa, sist, D’Arrigo said. A
according to coastguard decision was taken to
spokesman Roberto send an Italian
Arrigo. coastguard vessel from
Lampedusa mayor Lampedusa. D’Arrigo
Filippo Mannino said said some of the mi-
seven people, including grants may have died
twochildren, were being ~ while being transported
treated in hospital for back to Lampedusa in
“hypothermia and in- particularly rough
toxication from hydro- weather conditions with

1

reconnaissance plane migrants crossing the
Mediterranean Sea from
North Africa, with many
dying trying the danger-
ous journey.

“We are deeply
saddened by yet an-
other tragic incident in
the Mediterranean,” the
UN refugee agency said
on X, adding that s rep-
resentatives were “pro-
viding immediate ;up-
port to the survivors”

English Channel

Two migrants died

s

French coast, according
to the maritime prefec-
ture for the Channel and
the North Sea. The two
dead were a Sudanese
man and an Afghan man,
according to a police
source. Authorities also
took a woman to hospi-
tal, though her condition
is not life-threatening.
Five survivors were
taken into custody, the
police source added.

The eight were
among around 30 people
waiting to board the
boat, spotted by French
authorities on Wednes-
day morning.

Croatian river bor-
der

Croatian emer-
gency crews  on
Wednesday rescued
aro-u--nd 30 migrants
stranded in marshland
near a river while cross-
ing the country’s border
with Bosnia, officials
said.

Amid fears some
may have died during
the crossing, searches
continued through the
area, but no bodies were
immediately found.

UK to host talks with 35 countries
on reopening Strait of Hormuz

NEWS DESK:Britain

will host talks ?on
Thursday aimed at form-
ing a coalition of coun-
tries to explore ways to
reopen ?the Strait of
Hormuz after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
securing the vital water-
way was a problem for
other nations to resolve.

British foreign min-
ister Yvette Cooper will
chair the virtual meeting
of about 35 countries, in-
cluding France, Ger-
many, Italy, Canada and
?2the United Arab Emir-
ates around midday in
London to explore ways
to restore freedom of
“navigation in the area.

e United States is
not due to attend.

The meeting takes
?place after Trump said
in an address to his na-
tion on Wednesday
evening that the Strait
could open "naturally",
2and it was the respon-
sibility of countries that
rely on the waterway to
ensure it was open.

Focus on mines,
protecting tankers

Iran has effectively
shut down the Strait,
which carries about a
fifth of the world's total
oil consumption, in re-
taliation for US-Israeli

But concerns about
the impact of the rising
cost of energy on the
global economy have
prompted them fo try to
form a coalition to ex-
plore ways to reopen the
waterway once a
ceasefire is 2agreed, ac-
cording to European
Zofficials.The talks on
Thursday will be the
first formal meeting of working with the 7ship-
the group before more ping industry.
detailed discussions in- Trump said on
volving military plan- Wednesday that other
ners over the coming countries that use the
weeks, the ?officials Strait of Hormuz should
said.One European offi- "build up some delayed
cial said it was expected courage” and "just gr
that any first phase of it". "Just ?take it, pmtecl
2any plan ?for reopen- it, use it for yourselves,"
ing the Strait would be he said.

strikes, which began in
late February. Reopen-
ing the waterway has
become a priority for
governments ?around
the world as energy
prices soar.

British Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer said on
Wednesday the meeting
would assess "all viable
diplomatic and political
measures” torestore the
freedom of navigation in
the area after a ceasefire
has ?been reached.

pean 2coun-
tries initially refused
Trump’s demand to send
their navies to the area
because of fears about
being dragged into the
conflict.

on ensuring the water-
way was free of mines,
followed by a second
phase to protect tankers
crossing the area.
Starmer said re-
opening the waterway
would "not be easy" and
would require "a united
?front ?of military
strength and diplomatic
activity" alongside

Iran army chief warns ‘no enemy troops

NEWS DESK:Iran’s
army chief warned on
Thursday that “no en-
emy troops should sur-
vive” if the US attempts
a ground invasion. “In
the event the enemy at-
tempts a ground opera-
tion, no one should sur-
vive,” Amir Hatami said
in comments carried by
ela(e bmadcasler IRIB.

agers, denouncing the
attack as a “despicable
war crime.” “The Ameri-
can new #PrSM missile

. struck a crowded
sports hall filled with in-
nocent teenagers,” he
said in a statement on X.

Bagaei accused the
US of deliberately target-
ing civilians and de-
scribed the attack as a
“despicable war crime.”

According to visual
evidence examined by
the New York Times and
weapons experts, a
newly developed US
missile struck civilian
sites in southern Iran,
targeting a sports hall
and an adjacent elemen-
tary school near a mili-
tary compound in the
cityof Lamerd.

An analysis of vid-
eos and photos from the
scene suggested the
weapon used was a Pre-

d the

tary leademhxp has
structed operational
commands to closely
‘monitor movements by
the US forces and re-
spond in a timely
‘manner.“It is necessary
to monitor the enemy’s
‘movements and actions
with utmost precision
and extreme caution,
‘moment by moment, and
to implement plans to
counter its attack meth-
ods at the appmpnate
time,” he said. “T!
spectre of war must be
removed from our coun-
try, and security must
prevail for all, as itis un-
acceptable for places to
be safe while our people
are in danger,” he added.

Earlier, Iranian For-
eign Ministry spokes-
person Esmacil Baqaei
said Iran will take mec-
essary actions' to pre-
vent the Strait of Hormuz
from being exploited for
‘military aggression'
against the country, ac-
cording to Tasnim News
Agency.

Baqaei also said
Thursday that a US mis-
sile strike on a sports
hall in Lamerd, Fars,
killed 21 civilians on
Feb. 28, including teen-

should survive’ any US ground invasion

launched the war on
February 28. "They have
none."He glossed over
some major unresolved
issues, such as the sta-
tus of Iran's ?enriched
uranium and access
through the Strait of
Hormuz, a conduit for
global oil supplies which
Iran has effectively
closed.The strait, he
said, would open "natu-
rally" ?once the war
ended. Trump said he ex-
pects the war to con-
tinue for another two to
three weeks but believes
the conflict is approach-
ing an end.
In response, a
spokesperson for Iran’s
Khatam al-Anbiya Cen-
tral Headquarters, cited
by the Fars news
agency, said US and Is-
raeli assessments of
Iran’s military strength
are flawed.

cision Strike Missile, a
short-range ballistic mis-
sile developed by the US
Army

Tran's military re-
sponse after Trump's
addressTrump said in a
televised speech on
Wednesday night that
the US military had
“nearly accomplished its
goals in Iran, but offered
no clear timeline for end-
ing the monthlong war
and vowed to bomb the
country back into the
"Stone Ages."

But he declined to
lay out a concrete plan
to wind down the war,
now in its fifth week,
beyond saying that the
US would finish the job

“very fast." "We have
all the cards,” Trump
said from the White
House ?in his first
pnmeumeaddrm ince
the and Israel

Pakistan, seven Muslim natlons condemn
Israel’s death penalty law for Palestinians

NEWS DESK:Pakistan, tence for Palestinians
along with seven other ~convicted %in ?military
Muslim  countries, court of ?deadly ?at-

tacks.

The measure in-
cludes provisions requir-
ing sentencing within 90
days with no right ?to
clemency. Under the bill,
the death penalty can be
imposed without a re-
quest from the prosecu-
tion, unanimity will not
be required for a death
sentence, and the deci-
sion will be made by a
simple majority.

strongly condemned on
Thursday Israel’s enact-
ment of a law imposing
the death penalty in the
occupied West Bank,
descnbmg it as part of

“increasingly discrimi-
natory, escalating Isracli
practices” against Pales-
tinians.

A joint statement
issued by the foreign
ministers of Pakistan,
Egypt, Jordan, the
United Arab Emirates,
Indonesia, Turkiye,
SaudiAmbia, and Qatar
said the countries
“strongly condemn the
Israeli  occupying
power’s enactment of a
law in its parliament
(Knesset), that allows
the imposition of the
death penalty in the oc-
cupied West Bank and
its de facto application
against Palestinians,”
read the statement
shared by the Foreign
Office on X.

Israel's parliament
passed % law on ?2Mon-
day ?making the death
?penalty % default ?sen-

course that denies the
inalienable rights and
the very existence of the
Palestinian people in the
Occup)ed Palestinian
Territory.”

They described the
legislation as “a danger-
ous escalation, partict
larly given its discrimi-
natory  application
against Palestinian pris-
oners,” adding that
“such measures risk fur-
ther exacerbating ten-
sions and undermining
regional stability.”

Military courts ap-
plying to Palestinians in
the Isracli-occupied
West Bank would also
be able to impose the
death penalty, with the
defence minister having
the right to submit an
opinion to the judicial
panel.

sters cau-
tioned against “the in-
creasingly discrimina-
tory, escalating Israeli
practices that entrench
a system of apartheid
and a rejectionist dis-
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Abbasi pays tribute for successful operation against terrorist in KP

ISLAMABAD (INP):

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In a statement, the
minister lauded the
elimination of 13 mili-
tants during operations
conducted in Bannu
and Bara, calling it a
clear reflection of the

Federal Minister for
Railways Muhammad
Hanif Abbasi paid rich
tribute to the security
forces for their suc-
cessful  operations
against terrorists in

the entire nation. “The
whole nation stands
behind its security
forces and takes pride
in their courage and
sacrifices,” he added.

Hanif Abbasi reaf-
firmed that anti-state

professionalism and
operational capability
of the security forces.

He said that the
unwavering resolve of
the armed forces in the
fight against terrorism
is a matter of pride for

elements would be con-
fronted with full force
on every front, empha-
sizing that Pakistan re-
mains determined to
root out terrorism in all
its forms. He said that
the bravery and sacri-

fices rendered by the
security personnel are
unforgettable and will
always be remembered
with honor. The min-
ister underscored that
the nation remains
united and resolute in

its commitment to
eliminate terrorism
completely.

He also_assured
that the sacrifices made
for the peace and sta-
bility of the country
would not go in vain.

Highlighting national
unity, Abbasi said that
all state institutions are
on the same page in the
ongoing fight against
terrorism and together,
they will ensure lasting
peace in the country.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani in a meeting with LT.Gen. (R) Nazr

|Ahmed, Chairman N.A.B At Parliament House.

PMDC changes
admission policy for

medical colleges

ISLAMABAD (INP): In
amajor reform, the Paki-
stan Medical and Den-
tal Council (PM&DC
has decided to overhaul
the MDCAT examina-
tion schedule to reduce
dependence on coach-
ing academies. The new
policy will be imple-
mented from the next
academic cycle.

The PM&DC has
announced a significant
change in the medical
college admission policy,
with MDCAT exams to
be conducted shortly af-
ter intermediate exams.
Under the new decision,
MDCAT tests across
the country will begin
just six days after the
FScexaminations.

Federal Health Min-
ister Mustafa Kamal said
the move was taken on
the special instructions
of the prime minister. He
added that the primary
objective is to eliminate

the influence of the so-
called “academy mafia”
that thrives on the cur-
rent system.

Earlier, MDCAT ex-
ams were conducted
four to six months after
the FSC exams.

This extended gap
allowed private acad-
emies to charge stu-
dents large sums of
money for preparation
during the interim period.

According to the
health minister, acad-
emies used to collect
lakhs of rupees from stu-
dents during the months
between FSC and
MDCAT. He said the
new policy is aimed at
breaking this cycle and
reducing financial pres-
sure on families.

The minister high-
lighted that children
from wealthy families
could afford expensive
tuition and academy
preparation.

Cop martyred, two
bandits Killed in Lahore
CCD encounter

LAHORE (INP): ACrime
Control Department
(CCD) constable em-
braced martyrdom, and
two suspected robbers
were killed in an ex-
change of fire in Lahore.

According to de-
tails, a CCD team, after
receiving credible infor-
‘mation, CCD team raided
a house to arrest hiding
outlaws in the Kahna

Usman. Police further
revealed that the wife of
Fahad Bilal, Rabia was
also a proclaimed of-
fender. The husband
and wife are involved in
dozens of criminal activi-
ties in Rawalpindi,

Lahore and Islamabad.

The main accused,

Fahad Bilal, was wanted
by the police in more
than seven cases. Three

Senate Deputy Chairman reaffirmed his commitment
to Balochistan development, welfare

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Deputy Chairman of the
Senate Syedaal Khan
Nasar Wednesday. reaf-
firmed o
the development and
welfare of Balochistan,
saying  that  the
province’s progress and
the well-being of its

opmem
he event was at-
lended by legal profes-
sionals, social figures,
and youth
tives who praised his
contributions.
Expressing grati-
tude, the Deputy Chair-
man said the honour re-

available resources and
thanked the organisers
for their support.
During his visit, he
met with Chairman
Quetta Development
Foundation Bismillah
Nasar, senior advocate
Sohail Ahmed Rajput,
Afnan Ahmed Kakar,

ernment is implementing
development projects
across Balochistan at an
accelerated pace, and
their benefits will soon
be visible. He high-
lighted the province’s
rich natural resources
and the focus on creat-
ing opportunities for

people remain his top flects the trust of andothersocial leaders. ~youth to ensure sustain-
priorities. Balochistan’s people. They discussed de- able progress. The

Speaking at a cer- He vowed to con- velopment, public wel- Deputy Chairman of the
emony in Quetta, Sardar tinue working for the ~fare, and the province’s Senate reiterated his
Akbar Khan Kharoti, province’ key while tousing all
Chairman of the youth empowerment, apprec)almg his ongo- available resources to
Balochistan Tribal and promotion of na- ing efforts to address resolve Balochistan’s

Union, presented an
honorary shield to
Syedaal Khan Nasar in
recognition of his pub-
lic service and efforts
for the province’s devel-

tional unity.

He added that the
government and state
institutions are commit-
ted to advancing
Balochistan using all

public concerns.

Syedaal ~ Khan
Nasarsaid that under the
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Mian Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, the gov-

challenges. Youth mem-
bers of the Quetta Devel-
opment Foundation pre-
sented him with a bou-
quet, expressing confi-
dence in his leadership.

Chinese Language Hub
opens in Islamabad
to mark 75 Years
of China-Pak ties

ISLAMABAD (INP): As
China and Pakistan cel-
ebrate 75 years of diplo-
matic relations, a step
forward in educational
cooperation was taken
with the launch of the
Islamabad-based
Zhiyuan Academy, an
institution dedicated to
advancing Chinese lan-
guage education and

milestone in institution-
alizing Chinese lan-
guage learning in Paki-
stan.

At the core of the
newly established
Zhiyuan Academy is a
commitment to system-
atic HSK Chinese profi-
ciency test preparation.

The institution aims
to provide professional,

CM Maryam takes notice
of electricity suspension
at Lahore hospital

handout, the health de-

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz on Wednesday
took notice of the sus-
pension of electricity
during surgery as the
doctors have to perform
the operation mobile
phone’s light at Services
Hospital in Lahore.

The Chief Minister
sought a complete and
comprehensive report
about the incident from

partment has decided to
take action against Dr.
yyaba, Dr. Maham, Dr.
Zainnb Dr. Ayesha, and
Dr. Essa for recording a
patient’s video during
surgery.
‘Additionally, pro-
ceedings under the
Peeda Act have been ini-
tiated against former MS
Dr. Farah, HOD Dr. Uzma,
Senior Consultant Ana-

area of Lahore. To see other polic were train- and effi. | the health esthesia Dr. Muneer, Se-
the raiding team, the ac- also ~ injured  in ing across the country. ~ cient pathways for Paki-  Earlier, Chief nior Registrar Dr.
cused opened fire indis- ~shootouts, Whereas ac- The event, titled stani students to master | MinisterMaryam Nawaz Rutaba, Dr. Munazza,

criminately from inside
the house. Police en-
gaged them effectively
and killed two outlaws.

In the operation, a
policeman was
‘martyred, and three oth-
ers sustained injuries,
who have been admitted
to the hospital. The
martyred constable was
identified as Abdul
Razzaq Dogar and the
two dacoits were identi-
fied as Fahad Bilal and

complices of the dead
outlaws escaped during
the encounter. Accord-
ing to police, a CCD
team on information
about the hiding of’
dacoits in a house con-
ducted araid in the area.
The dead robbers were
wanted in multiple cases
of heinous crimes, in-
cluding robbery. Police
have launched a man-
hunt for the fleeing sus-
pects.

“Celebrating the 75th
anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomati

relations between China
and Pakistan, in a new
eraof HSK Chinese lan-
guage learning” was
Jointly organized by the
Pakistan Chinese Educa-
tion Association, Jiangxi
University of Science
and Technology, and
the local Smart School,
China Economic Net re-
ported on

the language, ensuring
that learners are well
equipped to meet inter-
national standards.

By focusing on
structured training mod-
ules aligned with HSK
requirements, the acad-
emy also seeks to ad-
dress the growing
mand for certified CI
nese language skills in
trade, industry and aca-
demic exchanges.

Beyond test prepa-

Pakistan's agricultural exports to China gain
momentum as cotton and sesame seed demand on rise

BEIJING (INP): percent) exceeded
Pakistan's agricultural $18.16 to Fujian Prov-
exports to China re- ince, followed by
corded steady growth Zhejiang Province
in the first two months  with $9.78 million as
of 2026, with cotton per data from GACC.
yarn and sesame Additional consign-
seeds emerging as ments to Guangdong
key contributors, and Anhui added sev-
China Economic Net eral million dollars
reported quoting the more, underscoring
latest data from the strong and geographi-
General Administra- cally diverse demand
tion of Customs of frommajor textile-pro-
China (GACC). ducing regions.
During January— Sesame seed ex-
February 2026, ports also demon-
Pakistan’s cotton-re- strated solid perfor-
lated exports to China mance, with total ship-
reached $74.63 mil- ments surpassing
lion, marking a 3 per-  $14.07 million during
cent increase com- the two months.
pared to $71.63 million A major consign-
in the same period of ment to Anhui Prov-
2025. ince was valued at
The growth re- approximately $4.59
flects sustained de- million, followed by
mand from China’s exports of approxi-
textile sector. In Janu- mately $4 million to
ary- February of2026, Beijing and $2.48 mil-
exports of uncombed lion to Fujian, along
cotton yarn (with cot- with additional vol-
ton content above 85 umes to Shandong and

Beijing, Chinese Cus-
toms data showed.

These figures
highlight China’s in-
creasing reliance on
Pakistan as a supplier
of oilseeds for food
processing and edible
oil production.

Muhammad
Imran, Trade and In-
vestment Counsellor
at Pakistan’s Consu-
late in Guangzhou, told
China Economic Net
that Southern China
has seen continued
growth in tropical fruit
processing, juice pro-
duction, and ready-to-
drink beverage manu-
facturing. Guangdong,
Guangxi, and Fujian
are home to major pro-
cessing hubs for ba-
nanas, pineapples,
lychees, and other
tropical fruits.

These facilities
require stable supplies
of complementary in-
gredients, including

seeds, and spices used
in flavor formulations
and packaged food
products.

Industry reports
indicate that processed
fruit and beverage pro-
duction in these prov-
inces increased by ap-
proximately 8-10 per-
cent year-on-year in
early 2026, supporting.
demand for agricul-
tural imports.

Industry analysts
note that the continued
rise in cotton yarn ex-
ports aligns with the
needs of China’s
large-scale textile
manufacturing indus-
try.

At the same time,
growing sesame seed
imports are supported
by rising demand in
China’s food sector,
particularly in edible
oils and processed
products, reinforcing
the role of agriculture
in strengthening bilat-
eral trade ties.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training Dr.Khalid Magbool Siddiqui
attended Convocation Ceremony at Islamabad Model College for Girls (PG).

Pakistani rice, sesame

The ceremony, held
in a hybrid format,

brought together educa’
tion leaders, heads of

ration, the initiative is
designed to build a lo-
calized Chinese educa-
tion system tailored to

institutions and front-
line educators from both
countries and marked a

the specific learning
characteristics of Paki-
stani students.

and Senior Woman
Medical Officer Dr. Dur-
e-Aram on the CM’s di-
rective.

The medical super-
intendent, head of the
department and other
senior doctors have
been charged with neg-
ligence, administrative
lapses, and failure of
oversight, it said. Secre-
tary Health Azmat
Mahmood has sought
written explanations
within seven days, while
Secretary Law Asif Bilal
Lodhi and Secretary Lo-

has ordered action un-
der the Punjab Employ-
ees Efficiency, Disci-
pline and Accountabil-
ity (Peeda) Act against
those medics allegedly
involved in the vldeo m-
cident  at ady
Willingdon Hosp)lal
ore.

Show-cause notices
have been issued to re-
sponsible senior admin-
istrative officials, while
a formal letter has also
been sent to the Paki-
stan Medical and Den-
tal Council for disciplin-
ary proceedings against cal Government Mian
five postgraduate doc- Shakeel Ahmed have
tors. been appointed as hear-

According to a ing officers.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mis st-er for Railways Muhammad Hanif Abbasi

on the restoration of out-of-se
their early deployment in operations.

e coaches, directing authorities to expedite repairs and ensure|

Rape survivors struggle to access justice
despite legal reforms, new report finds

KARACHI (INP): Re-
forms to expand
Pakistan’s sexual vio-
lence laws, increase pen-
alties, and improve pro-
cedures have not trans-
lated into better justice
or protection for survi-
vors, finds a new report
by Equality Now.

Legal Response to
Sexual Violence in Paki-
stan: Challenges in En-
forcement and Access
to Justice reveals how
poor implementation,
long delays in investiga-
tions and trials, and ille-
gal out-of-court “com-
promises” are just some
of the factors contribut-

dated and narrow inter-
pretations of rape and
consent. Survivors also
struggle to access legal
aid, psychosocial care,
safe shelters and effec-
tive victim and witness
protection. Women and
girls from marginalised
communities, including
Christian and Hindu
groups, face higher risks
of sexual harassment,
abduction and forced
religious conversion, in-
cluding through child
marriage. Women with
disabilities are reported
to be up to three times
more likelyto experience
sexual violence, with

mains considerable
scepticism among law
enforcement about
whether rape has oc-
curred without proof of
physical violence. Some
courts wrongly demand
this type of corrobora-
tive evidence, and al-
though a victim’s sexual
history or evidence of
“immoral” character is
inadmissible, defence
lawyers continue to
raise questions in cross-
examinations to dis-
credit victims.

Equality mow found
widespread consens:
that sexual violence i
vestigations are weak.

welcome changes, it
needs now to build on
those with effective en-
forcement. The priority
now is consistent legal
implementation enabled
by better resourcing,
training and account-
ability. Gaps in laws that
leave women and girls
unprotected must be
closed and state support
services improved so
that all survivors can re-
ceive the justice they are
entitled to.”

Rape in Pakistani
law is based on the ab-
sence of consent, mean-
ing sexual activity re-
qulres free and volun-

Physical Insufficient resources

ing to a dismally low d exclu-
0.5% rape conviction sion and practical barri- _evidence of violence is
rate. Cases are under- ersmakingitevenharder not needed to prove

mined by flawed evi-
dence collection and a
shortage of public pros-
ecutors. Victim-blaming
is common, with police,
prosecutors and courts
frequently applying out-

to navigate Pakistan’s
justice system.
Equality Now’s
Jacqui Hunt explains,
“Pakistan has strength”
ened its sexual violence
laws and, while thesc are

undermine the collec-
tion, preservation and
analysis of evidence.
Police rely heavily on
medical verification,
such as DNA, and over-
look other important fo-
rensic and non-forensic
evidence.

rape, and survivor testi-
‘mony alone can be suf-
ficient to secure a con-
viction. Despite this, au-
thorities commonly rely
on evidence of injury or
resistance, and there re-
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Balochistan Officials Discuss Flood Situation in Duki,
Immediate Rehef Measures Ordered

QUETTA: Parlia-
mentary Secretary for
Forests Sardar
Masood Luni met with
Principal Secretary to
the Chief Minister
Imran Zarkoon to dis-
cuss the recent flood
situation in Duki and
surrounding areas.
During the meet-
ing, both officials re-
viewed the overall
situation, damages
caused by heavy rains
and flooding, and the
immediate challenges

faced by affected |

communities.

Sardar Masood
Luni highlighted the
hardships faced by
residents, emphasizing
the urgent need for
government interven-
tion and relief efforts.

Taking serious no-
tice of the situation,
Imran Zarkoon di-
rected the Director
General of PDMA

Governor Mandokhail Praises BRSP Expansion, Emphasizes
Women Empowerment and Sustainable Development

QUETTA: Governor

Jaffar han
Mandokhail has
lauded the Balochistan

Rural Support Pro-
gram (BRSP) for ex-
panding its operations
to 36 districts across
Balochistan, calling it
a historic milestone
and a testament to the
organization’s com-
mitment to uplifting
remote and underde-
veloped areas.

He expressed
these views while ad-
dressing a briefing on
the performance of
BRSP, attended by
Member of Provincial
Assembly Haji Barkat
Rind, Principal Secre-
tary to the Governor
Abdul Nasir Dautani,
BRSP Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr Tahir
Rasheed, Senior Man-
ager Naimatullah Miri,
and Manager Ibrahim
Alvi,

Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail empha-
sized the importance
of women’s participa-

instructed district ad-
ministrations to main-
tain continuous moni-
toring of affected ar-
cas and carry out res-
cue and relief opera-
tions in a coordinated
and effective manner.

The Balochistan

cluding provision of
food and medical fa-
cilities to affected
populations,

must be priori-
tized, warning that any
negligence will not be
tolerated. He further

ficers, to ensure im-
mediate relief and re-
habilitation measures
in flood-affected ar-

He stressed that

ML =7 A

biodiversity have, for
the first time, attracted
international attention,
setting a positive ex-
ample.

He paid tribute to
the late Sardar Nascer
Tareen and appreci-
ated the contributions
of Dr Tahir RaShLLd
for their

tion inall development
initiatives, stating that
inclusive growth is es-
sential for sustainable
progress.

He also high-
lighted the launch of a
Center of Excellence
in Renewable Energy
at BUITEMS, term-
ing it a major step to-

game changer for the
local economy,
strengthening liveli-
hoods in rural commu-
nities.

Praising BRSP’s
decades-long efforts,
the governor acknowl-
edged its visionary
projects and mmauvu
that have

government  reaf-
firmed its commitment
to utilizing

all available re-
sources to provide
maximum relief to
flood victims and ef-
fectively manage the
ongoing situation.

Quetta Commissioner Launches
Large-Scale Tree Plantation
Drive to Boost Environment and
Combat Climate Change

QUETTA: Commis- trees and plants provementbutalso for
sioner Quetta Division planted in various lo- mitigating the effects
Shahzaib Khan Kakar cations. of climate change.

chaired a meeting to In the second The meeting was
promote tree planta- phase, plantation ac- also informed that
tion across the moun- tivities will focus on Phase III and Phase
tains and ridges sur- key mountainous ar- IV of the plantation
rounding Quetta, aim- cas, particularly campaign will begin in
ing to enhance envi- around  Sleeping the coming months, fo-
ronmental Beautyandinsideand cusing on eastern
S dinability. outside thc Quctta mountainous areas.

Garrison.

Initially, 31,000
saplings will be planted
in this phase, with an
overall target of ap-
proximately 85,000
plants.

Shahzaib Khan
Kakar directed all de-
partments to select
plant species that are
suitable for the local
climate and ensure
proper care, growth,
and sustainability to
achieve long-term re-
sults. He emphasized
that tree plantation is
essential not only for
environmental _im-

The commissioner
instructed relevant de-
partments to prepare
feasibility reports and
conduct comprehen-
sive surveys for these
upcoming phases.

Reaffirming the
government’s com-
mitment, Shahzaib
Khan Kakar stated
that all necessary sup-
port will be provided to
ensure the timely
completion of the
project, with the goal
of making the Quetta
valley greener and
more environmentally
friendly.

The meeting was
attended by represen-
tatives from the For-
est, Agriculture, and
Environment depart-
ments, along with Di-
visional Director De-
velopment Zahoor
Ahmed and Assistant
ner (Politi-
cal) Kaleemullah.

During the ses-
sion, the commissione:
was briefed in phases
about the ongoing
plantation campaign.

Officials shared that
the first phase has al-
ready been

fully completed, wnh

Quetta Administration Accelerates
School Enrollment Drive, Announces

Balochistan Rural
Support Program that
are working tirelessly
to uplift undcrpnvl—

Improved Facilities for Students

QUETTA: Deputy ating admissions in schools, building new
Commissioner Grade 1. classrooms where
Mehrullah  Badini Officials were di- shortages exist, and
chaired an important rected to take practi- installing solar panels
meeting on the school cal steps to ensure that in multiple schools
enrollment children across Quetta.

leged

He concluded by
stressing the need to
benefit from the ex-
pertise and support of
national and interna-
tional or i to

ward long-term en-
ergy solutions.

He further noted
that expanding the
livestock sector to the
union council level
could prove to be a

contributed to improv-
ing the quality of life
for people in the prov-
ince.

He also pointed
out that efforts to con-
serve wildlife and

2 Khan
Mandokhail ~ reaf-
firmed that the current
government is com-
mitted to supporting
organizations like

ensure  economic

in Quetta, focusing on who are currently Additionally, to
i i issi deprived of ed ensure access to clean
are brought into the drinking water, water
school system. tankers and other fa-
Addressing the cilities will be provided
meeting, Mehrullah to schools.
Badini stated that the The Deputy Com-
distribution of text- missioner directed all
books to all govern- concerned officials to

and improving educa-
tional facilities.

The meeting was
attended by the Dis-
trict Education Of-
ficer,  Additional

prosperity and sustain-
o dovel

»
X

adding that such col-
laboration is key to
building a brighter fu-
ture for Balochistan.

Heavy Rains and Hailstorm Disrupt Life in Harnai,
Authorities Launch Relief and Restoration Efforts

HARNALI: Torrential
rains and severe hail-
storms have brought life
to a standstill in Harnai
and surrounding areas,
triggering flash floods
that have cut off road
links with Quetta and
caused significant finan-
cial losses to local farm-

ers.
Amid the crisis, the pro-
vincial government and
district administration
have mobilized relief ef-
forts under the supervi-
sion of Deputy Commis-
sioner Arshad Hussain
Tamali, with restoration
work currently under-

way.
Inresponse to the emer-
gency situation, Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Muhammad
Saleem Tareen and SDO
Irrigation Syed Asif
Shah Bukhari conducted
a detailed inspection of

ef Minister,
authorities are actively
working to provide fi-
nancial assistance and
compensate for dam-
ages.
Arshad Hussain Jamali
is personally overseeing
relief operations, with
efforts focused on re-
opening blocked roads
through heavy machin-
eryand delivering timely
assistance to affected
farmers.

Vat Bund. Offictals re-
ported that although a
low-level flood flow is
passing through the
area, the situation re-
mains under control.
owever, near Zardalu
Bridge in Sub-Tehsil
Khost, a coal-laden
truck overturned due to
strong flood currents,
blocking the main high”
way for all types of traf-
fic and causing severe
inconvenience to com-

muters.
Meanwhile, in the
Khuzdari area of Harnai,
unprecedented hail-
storms have severely
damaged orchards and
standing crops, leading
to heavy losses for lo-
cal farme

The provincial govern-
ment has assured that it
will not leave the people
of Harnai alone during
this difficult time.

On the special directives

Despite the w1
disruption caused bylhe
natural disaster,

swift action by the gov-
ernment and district ad-
ministration has pro-
vided a ray of hope to
residents. Authorities
have prioritized saving
lives, restoring trans-
portation routes, and
supporting affected
communities to ensure a
quick recovery in the
district.

DC Kech Urges Banks to Strengthen CSR Role for Public

TURBAT: Deputy
Commissioner Kech
Yasir Igbal Dashti
chaired an important
meeting of bank man-
agers at the DC Of-
fice in Turbat to dis-
cuss enhancing the
role of financial insti-
tutions in public wel-
fare initiatives across

4
the district.
During the meet-
ing, detailed discus-
sions were held on
how banks can make
their welfare projects

‘Welfare and District Development

more cffective and be directed toward cluded with a shared

impactful for the key sectors such as commitment from all
people of Kech Dis- education, healthcare, participants to work
trict. clean drinking water, collaboratively for the

and other essential ser-
vices to ensure direct
relief for the public.
The Deputy Com-
missioner further as-
sured that the district
administration will ex-

Addressing the

overall development
participants, Yasir T

Igbal Dashti urged
bank managers to ac-
tively utilize Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR)

initiatives
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that CSR funds should The meeting con-
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and prosperity of
Kech District, ensur-
ing improved living
standards for the local
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take effective mea-
sures to make the en-
rollment campaign
successful and ensure
maximum student ad-
missions, reinforcing
the administration’s
commitment to im-
proving education
standards in the dis-
trict.

]
ment schools has been
completed, and newly
enrolled students will
receive free books.
Key decisions
were also made to im-
prove school infra-
structure.

These include the
construction of wash-
rooms in various

ers (General and Rev-
enue District
UNICEF Officer, and
relevant  Assistant
Commissioners.
During the ses-
sion, a comprehensive
strategy was devised
to enroll out-of-school
children, with special
emphasis on acceler-

Training Session Held in Duki
to Ensure Success of April
2026 Anti-Polio Campaign

DUKI: A key training Immunization Days ficer Dr Abdul Hameed,
session for UC Medical (NID) Polio Campaign, DSO Dr Abdullah Jan,
Officers (UCMOs) and ~ April 2026. CCO Saeed Ahmed
area in-charges was held The session was at-  Nasir,
at the tended by District ISD Coordinator
Health Saddam Hussain, along

Officer Dr Bahadur ~ withall UCMOs and area
Khan Luni, N-Stop Of-  in-charges.
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Deputy Commissioner
Office in Duki in prepa-
ration for the National
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PM Shehbaz says Centre, provinces need to make collective efforts
to provide relief amid global 011 cr1s1s

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday said the
Centre and provinces
need to set their priori-
ties and make collective
efforts to provide relief
to the needy amid the
global oil crisis triggered
by the US-Isracli war on
Iran.

He made the re-
marks while addressing
ahigh-level meeting, at-
tended by Chief of De-
fence Forces Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir, the
chief ministers from all
four provinces and fed-
eral ministers.

The premier said
that the Centre and prov-
inces should utilise their
resources sagaciously
and curtail their develop-
‘ment projects as much as
possible while also
utillising their resources
on agricultural-related
initiatives.

“We have to spend
this money on public
goods and transport.
Now we have to set our
priorities jointly,” he
added.

He also highlighted
the government’s initia-
tives to protect the
economy and the com-

mon man from the ad-
verse impact of the glo-
bal oil crisis.

In his remarks, PM
Shehbaz also said that

like other countries
across the world, Paki-
stan was “being se-
verely affected by this
war”,

\ll._

He added that after
achieving macroeco-
nomic stability, the “time
for prosperity and devel-
opment had arrived but

unfortunately, as a result
of this war, we are fac-
ing unlimited economic
difficulties”.

He said two Paki-

stani vessels that were
“waiting to pass
through the Strait of
Hormuz” were able to do
so thanks to the efforts

made by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar and
CDF Munir.

“In recent days, ar-

rangements were made
for 20 more Pakistani-
flagged vessels” [to
pass through the strait],
which will see further
progress in the coming
days,” he highlighted.

He also recalled
that his teams held sepa-
rate meetings with the
chief ministers soon af-
ter the conflict sparked,
after which it was de-
cided to “pass on” hikes
of Rs55 in petroleum
prices.

The PM also high-
lighted the various aus-
terity measures under-
taken by the govern-
ment, especially thank-
ing PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
for “showing great inter-
est” and calling upon
him, as well as President
AsifAli Zardari for hold-
ing meetings.

“We gave a blanket
cover in these three
weeks, and regarding
this, the Centre contrib-
uted Rs129bn. We made
a Rs100bn cut in the
Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme and we
added the savings into
the account, from which
the Centre bore the ex-
penses,” he said.

Second Waziristan block discovery
lifts gas production

NEWS DESK: Pro-
duction has com-
menced from the
Spinwam-1 explor-
atory well in the
‘Waziristan Block, add-
ing 40 million cubic
feet per day
(MMCFD) of gas and
around 200 barrels per
day of condensate to
the national supply,
according to a state-
ment issued on
‘Wednesday.

The well is part of
the Waziristan Joint
Venture (JV), oper-
ated by Mari Energies
Limited (Mari Ener-
gies), with partners Oil
and Gas Development
Company Limited
(OGDCL) and Orient
Petroleum Inc.

The JV holds par-
ticipating interests of
55%, 35% and 10%,
respectively.

With the addition from
Spinwam-1, total gas
supply from the
Waziristan Block has
reached approxi-
mately 100 MMCFD,
along with around 800
barrels per day of con-
densate, which is be-

ing fed into the na-
tional gas network.

The development
follows the ecarlier
Shewa-1 discovery,
making Spinwam-1
the second successful
exploratory well in the
block.

An inauguration
ceremony was held at
the Mari Energies
head office and at-
tended by Federal
Minister for Petroleum
Ali Pervaiz Malik.

He said discover-
ies such as Spinwam-
I contributed to

strengthening
Pakistan's energy se-
curity, reducing reli-
ance on imports and
supporting economic
stability.

The minister also
acknowledged the
role of law enforce-
ment agencies
(LEAs), exploration
and production (E&P)
companies and Sui
Northern Gas Pipe-
lines Limited
(SNGPL) teams, stat-
ing that their efforts
and sacrifices had en-
abled continued op-

erations in challenging
conditions.

Malik said local
E&P companies had
stepped up to address
supply disruptions
linked to the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz,
adding that Pakistan
had managed the situ-
ation better than sev-
eral countries in the
region.

He also said
fertiliser supply had
been maintained and
prices remained lower
compared to regional
levels.

Sugar policy ends price controls

NEWS DESK: The gov-
ernment has finalised a
new national sugar
policy to largely end po-
litical control over
prices, production and
sales — in a move that
this time may also ben-
efit poor farmers and
open a highly controlled
sector to competition.
he draft National
De-Regulation Policy of
the sugar sector has
alsomet a benchmark set
by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
for "the cessation of for-
mal and informal price
controls at all stages
along the value chain".

The draft suggests
that the new policy
could promote market ef-
ficiency, enhance com-
petition, safeguard con-
sumer welfare, and un-
lock the true economic
potential of the sector,
farmers and millers.

The policy also
talks about ending the
zoning policy, which
aimed to keep tight con-
trol over pricing, produc-
tion and licensing, and
served as a major tool for
exploitation of farmers
while limiting the busi-
ness of setting up sugar
mills to a few families.

At the processing
stage, limitations with
respect to determination
of sugarcane crop zon-
ing and approvals for in-
stallation of new mills or
enhancement of their ca-
pacity will be removed
with the consensus of
provincial governments,
according to govern-

D

ment officials.
Under the new
policy, farmers will have
freedom and competitive
market pricing, as the
government will remove
all restrictions on where
farmers sell and what
they grow. This will em-
power growers to get
better market returns
and encourage efficient
price discovery.
According to IMF
documents, the new na-
tional policy on sugar
will be a crucial test for
Pakistan's resolve to
overcome reform resis-
tance. The draft sug-
gests that the govern-
ment of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharifhas man-
aged to overcome resis-
tance and now the sugar
sector can operate like
any other normal sector.
The prime minister

———
had constituted a com-
mittee to recommend
steps for the de-regula-
tion of the highly con-
trolled sector. The com-
mittee held nine meet-
ings with all stakehold-
ers, of which the most
important were farmers'
associations, the Paki-
stan Sugar Mills Asso-
ciation (PSMA) and the
four provincial govern-
ments.

The total produc-
tion of the sugar sector
value chain has been es-
timated at Rs1.1 trillion,
which is also critical for
farmers, particularly
small landholders having
less than five hectares.

A mosaic of provin-
cial zoning and varietal
rules, price fixation in
some jurisdictions, li-
censing requirements for
mill entry and federal

trade restrictions have
together produced inef-
ficient allocation of raw
material and processing
capacity, according to
the draft policy.

The government
has decided that all
regulations related to
the growing of sugar-
cane and its processing
will be removed, subject
to the consent of the
provinces that have
main control over the ag-
riculture sector.

Millers will also
benefit as they will be
permitted to choose
their raw materials, as
the production of sugar-
cane is less than the in-
stalled capacity. This
would improve product
diversification, raise
profitability and reduce

distortions from price
controls, officials said.

Energy costs push March

inflation to 7.3pc

NEWS DESK:Consumer
inflation rose to 7.3 per
cent in March from 7pc
in February, maintaining
an upward trend largely
driven by higher energy
prices amid the fallout of
the Middle East war.
The continued in-
crease in monthly infla-
tion, measured by the
Consumer Price Index
(CPI), has pushed it be-
yond the earlier comfort
range as domestic en-
ergy tariffs registered a
sharp rise during March.

With the conflict
persisting in the Middle
East, energy prices are
expected to increase fur-
ther in April as the gov-
ernment passes on
higher costs to consum-
ers.

The surge in fuel
prices is also likely to
raise transport costs,
feeding into higher
prices of essential food
items, particularly per-
ishables.

The finance minis-
tryalso reported that
flation would remain in
the range of 7.5pc to
8.5pc in March, citing
high energy costs due to
the West Asia war.

The State Bank
kept its policy rate un-
changed at 10.50pc in
response torising infla-
tion, warning that infla-
tion could remain above
its 5-7pc medium-term
target range for a few
months, even as eco-
nomic activity gathers
pace and rising imports

widen the trade deficit.

“on-
month basis, inflation in-
creased by 1.2pc com-
pared to the previous
month, according to
data relcased by the Pa-
kistan Burcau of Statis-
tics (PBS) on Wednes-
da

" Inflation between
Julyand March was re-
corded at 5.67pcin 2025-
26, slightly higher than
5.25pc over the corre-
sponding period last
year, despite a high base
effect.

The average annual
inflation for FY25
dropped sharply to
4.49pc from 23.41pc in
the previous year, aided
by a high base effect,
declining food prices,
and lower transport
costs.

The government

has projected an infla-
tion target of 7pc for the
current fiscal year.

Economists de-
scribe the current trend
as disinflation — a slow-
down in the pace of price
increases, not a general
decrease as in deflation
— though the cost of liv-
ing remains high for
many households.

Food inflation in
March increased by
2.9pc in urban areas and
4.5pc in rural areas. Ona
‘month-on-month basis,
food inflation rose by
0.1pcin urban areas but
declined by 0.6pc in ru-
ral areas.

Non-food inflation
reached 10.3pc in urban
areas and 9.7pc in rural
regions, indicating that
non-food inflation re-
‘mains high and has been
steadily rising in recent

months.
In March, core in-
flation — excluding
volatile food and energy
components — stood at
7.4pein urban areas and
8.4pc in rural areas.
Urban food items
that saw notable month-
on-month price in-
creases included
chicken (13pc), fresh
fruits (11.25pc), fresh
vegetables (5.01pc),
pulse mash (2.78pc),
meat (1.53pc), sweel-
meat (1.49pc), bakery
and  confectionery
(0.72pc), dry fruits
(0.66pc), wheat prod-
ucts (0.57pc), ready-
made food (0.53pc),
mustard oil (0.50pc),
cigarettes (0.22pc), pulse
moong (0.15pc), milk
powder (0.10pc), fresh
milk (0.06pc) and rice
.06pc).

Gold prlces slump as Trump
threatens more attacks on Iran

NEWS DESK:Gold fell
sharply from two-week
highs on Thursday after
US ?President Donald
Trump said that Wash-
ington would continue
its military campaign in
Iran in the coming
weeks, driving oil prices
higher and dampening
hopes of interest rate
cuts.
pot gold declined

over 2.8% at $4,622.59
per ounce, as of 0719
2GMT, after falling over
4% earlier and snapping
a four-day winning
streak. US gold futures
slid 23.4% t0 $4.649.

Following interna-
tional market trends,
gold and silver prices in
Pakistan witnessed a
decline. The price of
gold dropped by Rs7,100
per tola, bringing it
down toRs486,962, while
the rate for 10 grams of
gold decreased by
Rs6,087to Rs417,491.

Silver prices also
fell, with the price per
tola decreasing by Rs350
toRs7,634, while the rate
for 10 grams dropped by
Rs300to Rs6,544.

The pullback fol-
lowed bullion's climb to

its highest level since
arc . before
?Trump's remarks.

Ina prime-time ad-
dress, Trump said the US
would carry out aggres-
sive strikes on Iran ?and
was nearing "comple-
tion of its main strategic
objectives” in the con-
flict. It disappointed in-
vestors who had hoped
?for clearer signals ofan
end to hostilities.

"It's (gold's slide) a
clear reaction to
(Trump's) address and
the risk of escalation
potentially over the
weekend... that's pushed
oil prices, US dollar and
yields higher, and natu-
rally that's pushed the
2gold price quite mean-
ingfully lower," said
Kyle Rodda, a senior fi-
nancial market analyst at
Capital.com.

The 10-year ?US
Treasury yield and the
dollar index both ad-
vanced, pressuring dol-
lar-denominated gold.

Meanwhile, Brent
crude surged more than
6% Zafter Trump indi-
cated ?targeting of
Iran's energy infrastruc-
ture, raising supply con-

Gold had dropped
11% in March, its worst
monthly performance
since 2008, following the
outbreak of the Iran con-
flict on February 28. The
surge in oil prices has
fuelled inflation con-
cerns, complicating the
Federal Reserve's mon-
etary policy outlook.

Expectations for US
rate cuts ?remain low
through most of 22026.
Bets for ?a December re-
duction have fallen to
just 12%, down from
around 25% before
Trump's latest com-
ments.

While gold typi-
cally benefits during pe-
riods of inflationary

pressure and 2geopoliti-
cal tension, higher inter-
est rates reduce its ap-
peal by increasing the
opportunity ?cost of
“holding the non-yield-
ing asset.

Gold traded at a pre-
mium in India this week
for the first time in two

months, as softer prices
boosted demand for the
metal, while premiums in
China_ ticked down
slightly as ?buyers
2awaited a deeper correc-
tion.

In other meta
spot silver fell 5.4% o
$71.07, having carlier
dropped over 7%, plati-
num fell 3.1% to
$1,902.65 and palladium
shed 1.8% to $1,446.53.




SPORTS

Friday,April.03.2026

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Farhan stars in Pakistan Super League (PSL) as Sultans chase 226

NEWSDESK:
Sahibzada  Farhan
struck a superb un-
beaten century on
Wednesday to lead
Multan Sultans toa com-
‘manding six-wicket win
over  Hyderabad
Kingsmen, = chasing
down a daunting 226-run
target with eight balls to
spare in the Pakistan Su-
per League.

Farhan smashed
106 not out off 57 balls,
hitting eight sixes and
seven fours, as Sultans
completed one of the
most impressive chases
of the season and main-
tained their unbeaten
start.

The winning hit
came in fitting fashion,
atowering six that sealed
victory and capped a
dominant innings.

The right-hander’s
knock overshadowed
aggressive half-centu-
ries from Kingsmen’s
Maaz Sadaqat and
Sharjeel Khan, who had
earlier powered their
side to a formidable to-
tal.

Sadagat provided a
blistering start, racing to
62 off just 26 balls, in-
cluding five sixes and
five fours, while Sharjeel
marked his return to the
league after three years
with an unbeaten 51 off
26 deliveries.

Their efforts helped
Kingsmen post a chal-

lenging 225, but it ulti-
mately proved insuffi-
cient.

Sultans’ chase be-
gan at a rapid pace, with
Farhan and Steven Smith
taking control early.

After a steady first
over, Smith launched the
counterattack, striking
boundaries off Riley
Meredith and Saim Ayub
to_shift momentum
quickly.

Farhan soon took

charge, dismantling both
pace and spin with a se-
ries of clean strikes.

The pair added a
century stand in quick
time, bringing up 100
runs injust 7.1 overs —
the third such partner-
ship of the season —
and effectively setting
the platform for the
chase.

Their opening burst
ensured the required
rate remained under con-

trol, with Sultans consis-
tently ahead of the ask-
ing rate.

Even after Smith’s
departure, Farhan main-
tained the tempo, finding
boundaries at regular in-
tervals.

Kingsmen had op-
portunities to pull thing
back but failed to capit-
alise.

Farhan, shortly af-
ter reaching his half-
century off 25 balls, was

dropped at long-on by
Irfan Khan Niazi, a lapse
that proved costly.

Another missed
chance followed in the
14th  over when
wicketkeeper Usman
Khan failed to complete
astraightforward stump-
ing to dismiss Shan
Masood.

Masood capitalised
on the reprieve, scoring
quickly before eventu-
ally failing, further eas-

-

ing the pressure on Sul-  setbacks as Sultans

tans. cruised home with more
Any hopes of a thanan over to spare.
comebick were effec-  Earlier, Kingsmen

tively ended when had made a strong state-
Farhan attacked Marnus  ment with the bat despite
Labuschagne in the entering the match with-
middle overs, collecting out a win.
21 runs in a single over Openers Saim Ayub
with two sixes and a and Sadaqat gave them
boundary to bring the a flying start, putting
target well within reach. pressure on the Sultans
Farhan then guided  bowlers from the outset.
the chase calmly, ensur- Usman Khan con-
ing there were no late tributed a brisk 25, in-

cluding three sixes in a
single over, while
Sharjeel’s late flourish
added crucial runs in the
final overs.

His 30-run assault
in the 18th over, featur-
ing three sixes and two
fours, lifted Kingsmen to
a total that appeared
competitive.

However, their
bowlers struggled to
contain Sultans’ aggres-
sive batting, and lapses
in the field further com-
pounded their difficul-
ties.

The result lifts Sul-
tans to the top of the
table with two wins from
two matches, underlin-
ing their strong early
form in the tournament.
Kingsmen, meanwhile,
remain at the bottom af-
ter three defeats in as
many games, with ques-
tions over their ability to
defend big totals.

Farhan later dedi-
cated his match-winning
performance to his par-
ents.

“Iasked my parents
to pray for me before the
match, and this perfor-
mance is for them —
their prayers mean ev-
erything to me,” he said.

The victory rein-
forces Sultans’ creden-
tials as title contenders,
while Kingsmen face an
uphill task to revive their
campaign in the matches
ahead.

'Iran will be at World Cup': Infantino

NEWS DESK:FIFA
president  Gianni
Infantino told AFP that
Iran "will be at the World
Cup" and will play their
group matches in the
United States as sched-
uled, despite the Middle
East war.

"Iran will be at the
World Cup,” Infantino
said at half-time as Iran
beat Costa Rica 5-0ina
friendly in southern
Turkey."That's why
we're here. We're de-
lighted because they're
avery, very strong team,
T'm very happy."

"I've seen the team,
Tve spoken to the play-
ers and the coach, 5o ev-
erything is fine,” added
Infantino, whose atten-
dance at Tuesday's
game was unan-
nounced.

Infantino went on
to stress that Iran's
"matches will be played
where they are sup-
posed to be, according
to the draw’

The World Cup, be-
ing hosted by the United
States, Mexico and

Canada, starts on June
I1.Iran are set to play
their first Group G game
against New Zealand in
Los Angeles on June 15.
They are then scheduled
to play Belgium in Los
Angeles on June 21 and
Egypt in Seattle on June
26.Iran's participation
had been thrown into
doubt by the war with
the US and Israel that
broke out on February

"For us, what mat-
ters most are FIFA's
rules and regulations.
We will comply with
whatever FIFA decides.
Every host country has
made commitments to
FIFA and must honour
them," Mehdi
Mohammad Nabi, the
vice president of the Ira-
nian Football Federation
(FFIRI), told AFP at the
match.

The FFIRI had said
earlier this month it was
"negotiating" with FIFA
to relocate the country's
World Cup matches from
the United States to
Mexico.Mexican Presi-

dent Claudia Sheinbaum
also said that her coun-
try is prepared to host
Iran's first-round
matches at the tourna-
ment if needed.

‘Fruitful discussion'

Infantino initially
said that US President
Donald Trump had
given assurances that
the Iranian team would
still be welcome.

But Trump then
stated that Iran's team
should not travel to the
tournament "for their
own life and safety”.

Iran hit back at
Trump's comments, say-
ing that "no one can ex-
clude Iran's national
team from the World
Cup"

On  Tuesday,
Mohammad Nabi said
Infantino had been en
route from Mexico to
Qatar.

"Having learnt that
we were organising
friendly matches here,
he came to see us in per-
son, and we had a fruit-
ful  discussion,”
Mohammad Nabi said.

"Given our history
in this competition, it is
only natural that FIFA
should support the Ira-
nian team. Mr Infantino
is providing the neces-
sary support to our na-
tional team and
given our playersa greal
boost."

Asked before the
game if Iran would be at
the World Cup, back-up
striker Dennis Eckert
Ayensa  told AFP:
"Inshallah"  (god
willing).Iran, who also
played a friendly against
Nigeria in the Turkish
town of Belek last Friday,
crushed Costa Rica, who
have not qualified for the
World Cup, 5-0 on Tues-
day.

Skipper Mehdi
Taremi, with two penal-
ties, Ali Gholizadeh and
Mohammad Mohebbi
put Iran four goals up by
the break. Half-time sub-
stitute Mehdi Ghayedi
added a fifth in the 51st
minute by which time
coach Amir Ghalenoei
had started to empty his
bench.

‘The World Cup curse’: Italy sheds
tears after missing out again

the first half.

NEWS DESK:ltaly woke
up angry and disillu-
sioned on Wednesday
after the national team
missed out on the World
Cup for the third time in
a row by losing a play-
off to Bosnia, prolong-
ing a sporting nightmare
for the football-mad
country.

“The World Cup
curse,” said the front
page of Italy’s main daily
Corriere della Sera, call-
ing for rebuilding in a
country that has pro-
duced some of the
game’s greatest players
but has won only one
match at the finals since
lifting the trophy for the
fourth time in 2006.

Headlines in La
Gazzetta dello Sport and
Corriere dello Sport, the
country’s two main
sports” mewspapers,
both said “We’re all
staying at home”, in ref-
erence to another sum-
mer without a World

‘up.
P fa ly suffered a 4-1
defeat in the shoot-out
in Zenica after their
play-off final finished 1-
1, while Turkey, the
Czech Republic and
Sweden all secured their
places at the finals.

“I don’t think the
boys deserved to suffer
such a blow,” said Italy
coach Gennaro Gattuso.
“It’s difficult to digest.”

attuso knew he
had a tough job on his
hands when he was ap-
pointed in June, asked to
replace Luciano Spalletti
and take Italy to the
World Cup with auto-
‘matic qualification look-
ingnear-impossible after

a 3-0 hammering at the
hands of Norway.

One of the heroes of
Italy’s 2006 World Cup
triumph, Gattuso re-
mained vague on his fu-
ture as coach even as
Gabriele Gravina, the
head of Italy’s football
federation (FIGC), asked
him to stay beyond the
end of his current con-
tract which expires this
summer.

Bosnia won at the
end of extra time, with
Sandro Tonali the only
Italy player to score from
the spot as Francesco
Pio Espositoblazed their
ﬁrst penally over and

Cristante
smashed his kick against
the crossbar.

Moise Kean had
givel Gennaro
Gattuso's Ttaly the lead
on 15 minutes, but they
were reduced to 10 men
when Alessandro
Bastoni was shown a
straight red card late in

Bosnia equalised
on 79 minutes through
Haris Tabakovic, and
with no further goals in
extra time the tie was
decided on penalties.
The Azzurri last
qualified for the World
Cup finals in 2014, where
Bosnia made their only
previous appearance at
the tournament. The
Balkan team will play in
Group ‘B’ this year with
co-hosts Canada, Qatar
and Switzerland.
National outrage
The defeat sparked
outrage across the coun-
try as Italy’s Sport Min-
ister Andrea Abodi said
on Wednesday that
Gravina should step
down
“It’s clear that Ital-
ian football needs to be
rebuilt from the ground
up and that starts with
changes at the top of the
FIGC,” Abodi said in a
statement.

Gravina has been in
charge of the FIGC since
late 2018, when he was
elected to be the perma-
nent replacement for
Carlo Tavecchio.

AFIGC source con-
firmed to AFP that
Gravina would hold a
meeting on Thursday
afternoon with the
heads of Italy’s three
professional divisions,
and both the the players
and referees’ associa-
tions.

Some fans made
their feelings known
about Gravina and the
FIGC by chucking eggs
at the governing body’s
headquarters in Rome.

“It is an unaccept-
able disgrace. Italian
football needs a com-
plete overhaul, stanmg

Arsenal into Women's Champions

NEWS DESK:Reigning
champions Arsenal
booked their spot in the
Women's Champions
League semi-finals with
a 3-2 aggregate victory
over Chelsea, despite a
1-0 defeat at Stamford
Bridge in Wednesday's
quarter-final second leg,

Knowing they had
to chase the game,
Chelsea, who had man-
ager Sonia Bompastor
2sent off late on, started
at a furious pace. Yet
Arsenal soon knocked
them out of their rhythm,
and the home side didn't
manage a single shot on
target in the first halfas
the visitors took their
time over every dead

.

Arsenal grew into
the game in the second
half, but all the drama
happened late on as
Chelsea threw every-
thing forward in an effort
to get back %in the tie.

Arsenal substitute
Stina  Blackstenius
headed home from a
cross from her Swedish
compatriot  Smilla
Holmberg in the 80th
minute, but the goal was
chalked off after a VAR
review found that the
striker had been just
offside in the build-up.

League semi-finals

Chelsea went back With the game
on the attack and de- reaching its climax,
fender Veerle Buurman  Arsenal's Katie McCabe
struck the post with a wasn' penalised for pull-
late shot, and midfielder ing Alyssa Thompson's
Sjoeke Nuesken was de- hair duringa counter-at-
nied by a brilliant save  tack, prompting an angry
from Arsenal keeper outburst that saw
Daphne van Domselaar, Bompastor sent from the
who tipped her header dugout after picking up
onto the inside of the far  two yellow cards for her
post before the ball protests.
bounced away to safety. In the evening's

Arsenal's Beth early game, ?German
Mead then smacked a side Bayern Munich
stoppage-time shot off scored twice late on to
the far post before ekeouta2-1winon the
Nuesken finally netted, night and a 5-3 aggre-
stealingin ahead ?of de gate victory —over
fender ?Lotte Wubben- Manchester United to
Moy to sweep home a qualify for the semi-fi-
first-time shot inthe 94th  nals for the first time
minute and set up a since 2021.
nerve-jangling finale. United made it 3-3

on aggregate ?when
Melvine Malard scored
in the 11th minute and
the game looked to be
heading for extra time
until Glodis Viggosdottir
headed Bayern back in
front in the 81st minute,
and Linda Dallmann
sealed the win by ?firing
home three minutes later.

Arsenal will face ei-
ther Olymplque
Lyonnais  or
Wolfsburg in the seml-
finals, with Bayern
Munich set to take on
Barcelona or Real
Madrid, with Barca lead-
ing 6-2 on aggregate and
Wolfsburg holding a
slim 1-0 advantage head-
ing into Thursday's sec-
ond leg.

Pakistan’s All sisters reach

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s
rising squash trio
Mahnoor, Sehrish and
Mehwish Ali advanced
to the quarter-finals of
the SRAFTKL Interna-
tional Junior Open
Squash Championship
in Kuala Lumpur with
dominant performances
on Thursday.

The three sisters
outclassed their respec-
tive opponents in
straight games, under-
lining their growing stat-
ure on the il i

with the
Gabriele Gravina,” the
League Party, a member
of Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni’s  coalition,

wrote on Instagram.

junior circuit and keep-
ing Pakistan’s hopes
alive in the tournament.

Mahnoor Ali pro-
duced a composed and
agressive displayin the
third round of the Asian
Junior Super Series, de-
feating China’s Du
Shaoyi 3-0. In a closely
contested match,
Mahnoor held her nerve
at crucial moments to
seal the win with scores
of 11-9, 11-7 and 11-9,
securing her place in the
last eight.

In the Under-15 cat-
egory, Sehrish Ali regis-
tered an emphatic vic-
tory over Malaysia’s
Kugan Karesha, After
edging a tight opening
game 14-12, she domi-
nated the remainder of
the match, winning the
next two games 11-4 and
11-6 to complete a con-

squash quarters

vincing e straight-games  officials and sporting
h. bodies in Pakistan. Fed-
eral Secretary for Inter-
tinued the winning mo-  Provincial Coordination
mentum with a clinical Mohyuddin ~ Wani,
performance against along with the Pakistan
Singapore’s  Wong Squash Federation, Pa-
Anne. Demonstrating ~Kistan Sports Board, Di-
excellent court control rectorate General of
and precision, she se- Sports Khyber
cured a 3-0 win with Pakhtunkhwa and the
scores of 11-8, 11-4 and  Prime Minister’s Youth
11-6 to move into the Programme, lauded the
quarter-finals. sisters for their impres-
The trio’s clean sive achievements.
sweep of victories high- They said the suc-
lights their consistency ~cess of the three siblings
and preparation, as all reflects the hard work
three progressed with- and dedication of young
out dropping a game in  athletes and signals a
their respective promising future for
matches. squash in Pakistan.
Their performances Pakistan, once a
have drawn praise from dominant force in world

squash, has been work-
ing to rebuild its pres-
ence on the global stage,
and the emergence of
young talents like the Ali
Sisters has provided
fresh optimism.

With the tourna-
ment progressing to the
knockout stages, the
competition is expected
to intensify. The Ali sis-
ters will now aim to main-
tain their strong form and
push for titles.

Sports enthusiasts
have expressed hope
that the trio can continue
their winning run and
bring home gold medals,
further  boosting
Pakistan’s standing in
international junior
squash.
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Pakistan in talks with Afghanistan but Kabul must demonstrate

‘visible and verifiable actions

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
is holding talks with Af-
ghanistan to end the
current conflict between
the two countries, but
Kabul must “demon-
strate visible and verifi-
able actions”, said For-
eign Office Spokesper-
son Tahir Andrabi on
hursday.

Since Pakistan
launched Operation
Ghazab lil-Haq against
terrorist hideouts in Af-
ghanistan on February
26, diplomatic contact
between the two sides
had largely ceased.

The talks in the
northwestern Chinese
city of Urumgi were be-
ing held between senior
officials of the two coun-
tries, the spokesperson
said in his weekly press
briefing.

The meeting was
focused on sharing per-
spectives on the latest
escalation. No major
outcomes were ex-
pected, though it was
believed that China was
pushing for confidence-
building measures, such
as reopening trade
routes.

The spokesperson
recounted the visit of
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister

Ishaq Dar to Beijing ear-
lier this week at the invi-
tation of Chinese For-
cign Minister Wang Yi,
saying that it “provided
an opportunity for both

ides to hold in-depth

that came up for discus-
sion between the two
foreign  ministers.
Pressed later for details,
he confirmed that Paki-
stan had sent a delega-
tion to Urumgi for talks.

e spokesperson
added that Pakistan had
sent the delegation “in
line with its consistent
position and
longstanding practice of
supporting a credible
process that can lead to

matters of global and
mutual concerns”.
During his opening
remarks, Andrabi men-
tioned that Afghanistan
was one of the issues

[a] durable solution ...
to stop border terrorism
from Afghanistan”.
“Our participation is
a reiteration of our core
concerns,” he stated.
“The burden of real pro-
cess, however, lies with
Afghamslan

tions against terrorist

groups using Afghan

soil against Pakistan.”
Andrabi added that

the deputy _prime
minister’s _visit to
Beijing, despite medical
advice to rest after suf-
fering a hairline fracture
during the quadrilateral
talks in Islamabad, was
evidence of the impor-
tance that the country
placed on its relation-
ship with China.

The spokesperson
also referred to a “mile-
stone” achieved during
the visit, a five-point ini-

:FO

effort towards cessation
of hostility and it is an
effort towards paving
the way for a sustain-
able pathway towards
finding the lasting settle-
ment of the ongoing
hostilities,” he said.

In addition, speak-
ing on the quadnlaleml
consultations_between
the foreign ministers of
Pakistan,

Saudi  Arabia,
Turkiye and Egypt, he
said that Pakistan
“highly values” its rela-
tions with these “broth-
erly countries”.

“These interactions
provided an opportunity
to further strengthen
Pakistan’s cooperation
and coordination with
these three countries
across multifaceted ar-
eas of mutual interest,”
he added.

The  meeting,
chaired by FM Dar,
brought together for-
cign ministers from Pa-
kistan, Saudi Arabia,
Turkiye and Egypt as
part of a coordinated re-
gional push to de-esca-
late the conflict between
the United States and
Iran that has now com-
pleted its first month,
raising fears of wider
spillover and disruption

tiative by China and Pa-
kistan for restoring
peace and stability in
the region, in which they
called on the immediate
cessation of hostilities
and starting peace talks
as soon as possible.

He said that the
tiative had been well-re-
ceived, garnering appre-
ciation “across the re-
gion and beyond”.

“It is an effort to-
wards ending war, it is an

to global energy sup-
plies.

There has been a
resurgence in terrorism
in Pakistan since the Af-
ghan Taliban returned to
power in Kabul in 2021.

Islamabad has re-
peatedly urged the
Taliban administration
to dismantle terrorist
sanctuaries on Afghan
soil, particularly those
linked to the banned
TTP. Officials say those
appeals have gone un-
heeded.

Operation Ghazab
lil-Haq was launched on
the night of February 26,
following unprovoked
firing by the Afghan
Taliban from across the
border.

From March 18 to
23, Pakistan observed a
five-day temporary
pause in the operation
on the occasion of Eidul
Fitr, with the FO later
saying it would con-
tinue “until its objec-
tives are achieved”.

e-escalation re-
quests from Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and
Turkiye were part of the
reasons behind the
pauses announced by
both sides, according to
their respective state-
ments.

PM Shehbaz says Centre, provinces
need to make collective efforts to
provide relief amid global oil crisis

NEWS DESK: Prime pass through the strait],
Minister Shehbaz Sharif which will see further
on Thursday said the progress in the coming
Centre and provinces days,” he highlighted.
need to set their priori- He also recalled
ties and make collective that his teams held sepa-
efforts to provide relief rate meetings with the
to the needy amid the chief ministers soon af-
global oil crisis triggered ter the conflict sparked,
by the US-Israeli war on after which it was de-
Iran. stan was “being se- cided to “pass on” hikes
He made the re-  verely affected by this of RsSS in petroleum
marks while addressing  war’ rices.
ahigh-level meeting, at- The PM also high-
tended by Chief of De- lighted the various aus-
fence Forces Field Mar- terity measures under-
shal Asim Munir, the taken by the govern-
chief ministers from all ‘ment, especially thank-
four provinces and fed- ing PPP Chairman
eral ministers. Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
The premier said for “showing great inter-
that the the Centre and est” and calling upon
provinces should utilise him, as well as President
their resources saga- AsifAli Zardari for hold-

the government’s initia-
tives to protect the
economy and the com-
mon man from the ad-
verse impact of the glo-
bal oil crisis.

In his remarks, PM
Shehbaz also said that
like other countries
across the world, Paki-

He added that after
achieving macrocco-
nomic stability, the “time
for prosperityand devel-
opment had arrived but
unfortunately, as a result
of this war, we are fac-
ing unllmlled economic
difficults

He said two Paki-
stani vessels that were

ciously and curtail their “waiting to pass ingmeetings.
development projects as lhmugh lhe Stran of “We gave a blanket
much as possible while Horm cover in these three

also utilising their re-
sources on agricultural-
related initiatives.

“We have to spend
this money on public
goods and transport.
Now we have to set our “In recent days, ar-
priorities jointly,” he rangements were made
added. for 20 more Pakistani-

He also highlighted flagged vessels” [to

were able to do so
thanks to the efforts
made by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar and
CDF Munir.

weeks, and regarding
this, the Centre contrib-
uted Rs129bn. We made
a Rs100bn cut in the
Public Sector Develop-
‘ment Programme and we
added the savings into
the account, from which
the Centre bore the ex-
penses,” he said.

Security forces kill 8 terrorists along Pak-Afghan
border in North Waziristan: ISPR

NEWS DESK: Security
forces have killed eight
terrorists while respond-
ing to their movement
along the Pak-Afghan
border in  North
Waziristan district, the
military’s media affairs
wing said on Thursday.

In a press release,
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said
the engagement took
place on Wednesday af-
ter the “movement of a
group of khwarij” was
picked up by the secu-
ity forces.

“As a result of pre-
cise and skilful engage-
ment, eight khwarij be-
longing to Indian proxy
Fitna al Khwarij were
sent to hell,” the ISPR
said, adding that weap-
ons and ammunition
were also recovered from
them.

Fitna al Khawarij is
a term the state uses for
terrorists belonging to
the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

“Sanitisation opera-
tions are ongoing to
eliminate any other In-

ian-sponsored
Khawarij in the area”, the
mll)tary;ald

At least 4 killed as heavy rain
lashes Karachi; city
administration declares emergency

NEWS DESK: Atleast was killed when she suf-  dead.
four people were killed fered an electric shock Heavy rainfall
on Thursday as heavy inside her home in Sec- Karachites in vari-
rain lashed Karachi, ac- tor-7-A. Meanwhile, a ous areas witnessed
cording to police ‘and spokesperson for the light showers in the
rescue official. Edhi Foundation said in morning, with most lo-
The deaths oc- a statement that a 23- calities reporting torren-
curred in separate inci- year-old man, Sartaj, 23, tial rainfall shortly after
dents; three people died  was electrocuted inside
ue to electrocution  his home in Hasan Brohi
whilea fourthwas killed  Goth near Bashir
due to acrumbling build-  Chowk.
ing. Separately, Rescue
Site Superhighway 1122 spokesperson
Industrial Area Police Hassaanul Haseeb
Station House Officer Khan told Dawn that
(SHO) Mohammed heavy rains adversely
Nawaz told Dawn that affected the structure of
40, was a th y building
tryingto fix an electrical near anmillah Hotel in
issue in Ahsanabad Pak Colony.
when he suffered an The wall of the sec-
electric shock and died. ond floor collapsed,
He said the deceased trapping a passerby un-

I}

pm. -

APMD official said
a hailstorm was reported
from the Mauripur area
of the meuopohe
K-Electric
spokesperso L in a
statement, said: “As a
safety measure, power
supply may be tempo-
rarily suspended in
some areas; it is restored
after rain subsides and
clearance from field
teams [has been re-
ceived].”

The KE official ad-
vised citizens to maintain
asafe distance from TV/
internet cables, broken
wires and eleclnclly in-

der the debris. The res-
cue team retrieved the

was believed to be an
employee of K-Electric.
Surjani Police SHO  man from the rubble and

Sohail Khaskheli told took him to Abbasi
Dawn that 7-year old ~Shaheed Hospital, where

girl, Dua Batool Sarfraz ~doctors pronounced him  stallations.

once agam substantiates
our repeated stance re-
garding abject failure of

Afghan Taliban regime

to ensure effective bor-
der management on their
side of the border,” the
ISPR pointed out.
“[The] Afghan
Taliban Regime must ful-
fil its obligations and
deny the use of Afghan
soil by khwarij and in-
volvement of its citizens
in terrorism inside Paki-
stan,” it demanded.
The military reaf-
firmed that the security
forces remain resolute
and unwaveringin their
commitment to defend
the nation’s frontiers.
The ISPR stated
that the “relentless
counter-terrorism cam-
paign under vision
*Azm-e-Istehkam’ (as

approved by Federal
Apex Committee on Na-
tional Action Plan) by
security forces and law
enforcément agencies of
Pakistan will continue at
full pace to wipe out the
menace of foreign-spon-
sored and supported
(em)nsm from the coun-

pride.”

President Zardari
urged the Afghan in-
terim government to pre-
vent its territory from
being used for terrorism
against Pakistan.

Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi hailed the
security forces for “foil-
ing the infiltration at-
tempt by khwarij from
across the Afghan bor-
der”.

He saluted the sol-
diers for “thwarting the
nefarious designs of In-
dian-backed terrorists”,
adding that the nation
took pride in the army’s
professional capabili-
ties.

“President Asif Ali
Zardari paid tribute to
the security forces for
their “timely and effec-
tive” action against ter-
rorists.

In a statement
shared by his party, the
president said, “The role
of the security forces in
defending the homeland
and protecting the bor-
ders is a source of

Terrorism concerns
The military en-

SC halts antl-terrorlsm court from framing
against journalist Matiullah Jan

NEWS DESK: The Su-
preme Court (SC) on
Thursday restrained the
anti-terrorism court
(ATC) from framing
charges against veteran
journalist Matiullah Jan,
and  directed the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) to expeditiously
decide on the challenge
to the terrorism charges
invoked against him.
eaded by Justice

Muhammad Ali Mazhar,
a three-judge SC bench
took up a plea by the
journalist seeking to set
aside the [HC’s Feb 23,
2026, order denying ad-
interim relief to stay his
criminal trial

During the hearing,
the prosecution did not
object to the issuance of
directions to the high
court, while the apex
court observed that it
would not go into the
merits of the case at this
stage so as not to preju-
dice it in favour of either
party. Barrister Qadeer
Janjua represented Jan
in the case, in which the
journalist raised ques-
tions about the trial
court’s jurisdiction and
the applicability of ter-
rorism charges against
him. Filed under Article
185(3) of the Constitu-
tion, the petition chal-
lenged the Feb 23 THC
order, which, while issu-
ing notices in the crimi-
nal revision petition, re-
fused to grant any ad-
interim relief—effec-

tively allowing the trial
before the ATC to con-
tinue uninterrupted,
with the framing of
charges now imminent.
atiullah Jan was
arrested on Nov 28,
2024, at a police check-
point in Sector E-9,
Islamabad. An FIR was
registered at Police Sta-
tion Margalla, alleging
that the journalist, while
in an intoxicated condi-
tion, snatched
constable’s  official
weapon, pointed it at
police personnel, and

-

threatened them. It was
further claimed that 10
grams of “ice” (crystal
‘methamphetamine) were
recovered from his pos-
session. The petition ar-
gued that the high
court’s order suffers
from a patent illegality,
as it failed to preserve

the subject matter of the ~ venience favouring the
lis. The primary chal- journalist, and the risk of
lenge in the criminal re-  irreparable loss.
vision was to the jus Itis asettled trinity
diction of the ATC. It of law governing the
further contended that if ~grant of interim injunc-
the trial court is allowed ~ tions/stays, it said.
to proceed unchecked, The petition said
particularly up to the the journalist has an
framing of charges, the overwhelmingly strong
purpose of the revision prima facie case, adding
would be defeated. that the trial court jtself,
The petition con- while granting bail, ob-
tended that the high served that the
court, by merely issuing prosecution’s case was
notices and not staying “full of doubts.” Further-
the proceedings, failed more, the forensic report
to protect the of the Punjab Forensic

petitioner’s rights,
thereby committing an
error apparent on the
face of the record. It
added that the high
court erroncously failed
to exercise its discretion
to grant ad-interim relief,
despite a prima facie
case, the balance of con-

Science Agency (PFSA)
refuted the primary nar-
cotics allegation by con-
firming that the fecov-
ered substance was not
“ice,” added the peti-
tion. The law on what
constitutes “terrorism™
is no longer res integra
and was definitively

gagement comes as Pa-
Kistan presses on with
Operation Ghazab lil-
Hagq, targeting terrorist
hideouts in Afghani-
stan.

‘A day ago, officials
from Pakistan, Afghani-
stan and China met in the
Chinese city of Urumgi
under a trilateral mecha-
nism.

While a foreign
ministry official said
meeting was not a “me-
diation effort per se”, it
was believed that China
was pushing for confi-
dence-building mea-
sures, such as reopen-
ing trade routes.

here has been a
resurgence in terrorism
in Pakistan since the Af-
ghan Taliban returned to
power in Kabul in 2021.

Islamabad has re-
peatedly urged the
Taliban administration
to dismantle terrorist
sanctuaries on Afghan
soil, particularly those
linked to the banned
TTP. Officials say those
appeals have gone un-
heeded.

Following unpro-
voked firing by the Af-
ghan Taliban from across
the border, Pakistan had
launched Operation
Ghazab lil-Haq on the
night of February 26.

charges

settled by the SC in the
2020 Ghulam Hussain
case, which requires the
presence of a specific
design to spread terror.
The petition said that
the allegations in the
FIR, even if taken at face
value, do not meet this
threshold, and that the
refusal to acknowledge
this strong prima facie
case renders the high
court order perverse.

Moreover, the bal-
ance of convenience lies
entirely in favour of the
petitioner. Granting a
stay for a brief period
until the high court de-
cides the jurisdictional
issue would cause no
prejudice to the respon-
dent/State,

the petition said fur-
ther. Conversely, refus-
ing the stay would com-
pel the petitioner to face
the rigors of a trial be-
fore a forum that may
have no jurisdiction to
try him, causing im-
mense legal and per-
sonal prejudice.

The petition further
stated that the loss and
injury to the petitioner
are not merely monetary
or speculative; they are
real, ongoing, and irrepa-
rable. Being tried under
the harsh and
stigmatising procedural
framework of the Anti-
Terrorism Act, 1997,
without lawful authority,
constitutes a grave vio-
lation of his fundamen-
tal rights




