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Balochistan: Rs1.5M Interest-Free Loans for women,
Youth Global Scholarships, Transgender Policy

NEWS DESK:

The Balochistan government has
rolled out major welfare initiatives,

including interest-free loans of
up to Rs1.5 million for women and
access to global

from Rs500,000 to Rs1.5 million
to support entrepreneurship and
financial independence.

At the same time, more than
100 annual scholarships have
been allocated for minorities and
the i

targeting youth, minorities, and
transgender individuals to boost
inclusive development across the
province.

‘Under the Women Economic
Endowment Fund, women are
being provided loans ranging

Opportunities in
Around 200
International
Universities
The flagship Benazir Bhutto

Scholarship Program, described
as the largest in the province’s
history, is enabling students to
pursue education from matric to
higher levels, with opportunities
in around 200 international uni-
versities. The government is also
covering up to 16 years of educa-
tion expenses for children of mar-
tyrs and civilian victims.

These initiatives were dis-
cussed in a meeting between
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
and Uzma Yagoob, Executive Di-

rector of FDI Pakistan, focusing
on ongoing reforms and social
uplift programs.
Pink Bus Service
and Pink Scooties

Scheme
In addition, projects like the
Pink Bus Service and Pink
Scooties Scheme are being ex-
panded to provide safe and reli-
able transport for women, while

better opportunities for young
people.A transgender policy is
also being implemented to ensure
equal access to education and
jobs, alongside the establishment
of a dedicated endowment fund
for minority welfare.

The chief minister reiterated
that empowering youth, women,
‘minorities, and other marginalized
groups is key to achieving sus-
fainable gmwlh adding that the

Suicide bombing at
Domel police
station in Bannu
leaves 5 civilians
dead, 13 injured

NEWS DESK:

A suicide car bomb attack at the
Domel Police Station in Bannu
killed at least five civilians, while
13 others were injured, including
one policeman. Among the de-
ceased are a husband, wife,
daughter, and son from the same
family.The explosion occurred
when an explosives-laden vehicle
rammed into the rear side of the
police station, triggering a mas-
sive blast followed by an ex-
change of gunfire.

The intensity of the explo-
sion was so powerful that it was
heard miles away.

According to initial reports,
the blast completely destroyed
the sentry post of the police sta-
tion, while a large portion of the
bulldmg was reduced to rubble.

The explosion also caused
severe damage to nearby residen-
tial areas, with multiple houses
collapsing and several people
trapped under the debris.

According to Rescue 1122,
the injured were immediately
shifted to nearby hospitals, where
some are reported to be in critical
condition.

District Emergency Officer
Bakhtullah Wazir confirmed that
five people were martyred and 13
injured were shifted to hospitals,
including one police officer.

He added that search and
rescue operations are ongoing
and will continue until the area is
fully cleared. Following the inci-
dent, Rescue 1122 teams reached
the site promptly; however, con-
tinuous rainfall created difficul-
ties in relief operations.

After the firing stopped, res-
cue personnel initiated a full-
scale operation to remove debris
and recover those trapped.

Meanwhile, announcements
were made in local mosques ap-
pealing to the public for blood
donations and assistance, while
residents actively participated in
rescue efforts.

Security forces have cor-
doned off the area and launched
aclearance operation, while fur-
ther details regarding casualties
and damage are being collected.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif condemned the attack, ex-
pressing sorrow at the loss ofllfc
according to a statement issued
via the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO).“We are determined to

to en-
for all

the province’s first
sive Youth Policy aims to create

Suring equal
segments of society.

radicate all kinds of
terrorism from the country,” the
premier was quoted as saying.

Mach Jail Attack on Sardar
Naseem: Probe Ordered by
Balochistan Home Minister

NEWS DESK:

Balochistan Home Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langove has ordered an
inquiry into the alleged attack on
Sardar Naseem Khan Tareen in-
side Mach Jail.

Chief Secretary (Home) to submit
an immediate report,

questioning where jail staff
were present at the time of the
incident.
Authorities have been in-
structed to conduct a full investi-

He directed the Additional

gation, including a review of
CCTV footage, entry logs, and
duty rosters.

The Home Minister warned
that any negligence by prison
staff will not be tolerated and de-
manded a detailed report without
delay.

Petrol at Rs458.40/Litre, Diesel at
Rs520.35/Litre After Massive Price Hike

The federal government has an-
nounced a sharp increase in pe-
troleum prices, adding further
pressure on consumers amid ris-

ing inflation.
Petrol prices have been
raised by Rs137.23 per litre, bring-
ing the new rate to Rs458.40 per
litre.
Meanwhile, diesel has seen
an even bigger jump of Rs184.49

per litre, with the new price fixed
at RSSZO 35 per litre.

he new prices will take ef-
fect ﬁ'om midnight tonight, likely
driving up transport fares and the
cost of essential goods nation-
wide.
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Koh-e-Suleman and Pishin
ions: A Necessary Shift
Toward People-First Governance

Divi

Editorial:

The announcement of

the Koh-e-Sulema

Division by Chief Min-
Mir

healthcare and educa-

tion to revenue and

law enforcement. In

this context,
the

Sarfraz Bugti mark
long-overdue adminis-

an area that h:
mained distant from
effective governance
for decades.

Declaring Rakhni
as the divisional head-
quarters refle
growing recognition
that governance can-
not succeed when de-
cision-making centers
remain far removed
from the people.

For residents of
Koh-e-Suleman, this
step promises easier
access to administra-
tion, faster service de-
livery, and greater
state presence in ev-
eryday affairs.

Administering
such a vast population
through distant divi-
sions has long strained
public services, from

ofanew division is not

grounded in population
realities and gover-
nance efficiency.

Alongside s de-
velopment, the provin-
cial cabinet’s approval
of the Pishin Division
deserves equal atten-
tion.

What now re-
mains is the issuance
of a formal notifica-
tion by the Board of
Revenue and its pub-
lic inauguration by the
Chief Minister.

Comprising
Chaman,  Pishin,
Barshore Karezat and
Killa Abdullah dis-
tricts,

the  proposed
Pishin Division also
serves more than two
million people.
Delaying its noti-

y must follow clear prin-

Amber Munir
Malnutrition in
Balochistan shared in
Quetta Voice on
Wednesday, April 14,
2021 page#04. The article
highlights the role of es-
sential nutrients in_hu-
man resource develop-
ment along with a brief
introduction of malnutri-
tion, characterization of
malnutrition, procedure
of taking measurements
of SAM and MAM
cases, medical complica-
tions, community-based
management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM),
infant and young child
feeding (IYCF), etc.

Background: Sur-
veys regarding Nutrition

National Nutrition
Survey (2001-2002): The
National Nutrition Sur-
vey conducted in 2001-
2002 assessed the nutri-
tional levels and health
status of mothers and
children in Pakistan.
Data was collected
through a questionnaire

consisting of four mod-
ules including a house-
hold questionnaire, bio-
chemical and clinical
questionnaires, and a di-
etary form. Additional
biochemical samples in-
cluding serum retinol,
serum ferritin, and zinc,
were collected from
mothers and children un-
der-5. Urine samples
were collected from
mothers and children
ages 6-12 years for io-
dine deficiency. The sur-
vey sampled 10,656
households from 700 pri-
mary sampling units.
National Nutrition
Survey (2011): The NNS
2011 covered all prov-
inces: Gilgit Baltistan
(GB), Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Sindh, Punjab,
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) and the chcr—

If impl ted| ally. bal in
with sincerity, the Area< (FATA). ThH in-
Koh-¢-Suleman and | cluded 1,500 enumera-
Pishin Divisions can ;10“ ‘310(;'13((5) l()gll)}f) i
become models of| 2&esanc ), ous!
pCUpleCCﬂH'iC gover- h‘)lddé'l‘;“h a 4]9d/.° :‘“jll))a“
Nance—where ad- | 14 31% rural distribu-
ministrative bound- National Nutrition
aries exist to serve| Survey (2018): The 2018
citizens, not power | Pakistan National Nutri-
corridors. tion Survey (NNS 2018)

fication risks prolong-
ing admir on-
gestion and public
hardship in an already
overburdened system.
However, admin-
istrative restructuring

is the largest national
nutrition survey carried
out in Pakistan. It is de-
signed to provide
policymakers, program
managers, and academi-
cians a unique set of nu-
trition-related data in-
cluding environmental,
anthropometric, and bio-
chemical in

National Nutrition
Survey (2019): The aim
of NNS2018-19istoun-
dertake a field survey
and generate districi-
specific nutrition infor-
mation related to malnu-
trition (both undernutri-
tion and overnutrition)
and micronutrient defi-
ciencies among women

and nearly 49% among
women of childbearing
age. Numerous factors
are thought to contrib-
ute to child undernutri
tion in Balochistan, in-
cluding sub-optimal in-
fant and young child
feeding (IYCF) prac-
tices; frequent child in-
fections (especially diar-
rhea diseases and
measles); maternal nutri-
tional deficiencies and/
orillness and death; ab-
sence/inadequacy of mi-
cronutrient supplemen-
tation; and household
food insecurityand gen-
der inequity.

A survey con-
ducted by the National
Nutrition Cell revealed
that 49% of women in
i were suffer-
ing from malnutrition,
Moreover, the ratio of
maternal anemia was
49%, anemia among chil-
dren below five years
was 57% and iodine de-
ficiency among women
was 29%.

Balochistan Nutri-
tion Program for Mother
and Children (BNPMC)

ciples

Divisions and dis-
tricts should be cre-
ated on the b: of]|
population size, ser-
vice demand, and ad-
ministrative feasibil-
ity—not political am-
bition, tribal influence,
or electoral engineer-
ing.

When designed
for political gain, such
reforms fail the com-
mon citizen.

Malnutrition >ldll.|>

Balochistan is the
most under-developed
of Pakistan’s provinces,
witha high proportion of
children under five years
of age who are stunted
(52%) and 16 percent of
who are wasted. More-
over, the prevalence of
anemia among children
in this age group is 57%

Malnutrition in Balochistan

L
(41%) was allocated to
strengthen institutional
arrangements which in-
clude staffing, technical
as: nce for capacity
building, strengthening
coordination mecha-
nisms, addressing m:
nutrition among ch
dren and PLW (37%).
and addressing mi
nutrient malnutrition
(13.6%).

In response to the
challenging nutrition
situation in the prov-
ince, the Department of
Health (DoH) launched
the Nutrition Program
for Mothers and Chil-
dren (BNPMC) in 2016.
They implemented nutri-
tion activities among the
rural and urban popula-
tion of seven selected
districts. The total popu-
lation of these distri
is 1,654,613, of which
estimated target popula-
tions include 132,369
pregnant and lactatin;
women (PLW). Stake-
holders include the
DoH, Peoples Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(providing health ser-
vie Basic Health
Units in the districts),
and local NGOs.

The total cost uf
the above project

1,492.62 million PKR
(US$14.21 million) of
which 80% were pro-
vided by the World
Bank and 20% by the
Government of
Balochistan. A major
part of the funding

The aforesaid pro-
gram ended in December
2019 and was limited to

tion continues to exist in
22 districts of
Balochistan.

Therefore, the Gor
ernment of Balochistan
has assigned DoH and
PPHI to extend nutri-
tion intervention in 22
districts for which
project proposals are
ready; implementation
is expected from July
2021.

The author is a
pmgram officer in
PP

THE

Masoor ul Hassan
The danger associated
with autonomous and
semi-autonomous
weapons systems is

unacceptable.
There exist a near con-
sensus that such
weapons must not be
completely Al-con-
trolled.

The design must
include appropriate
levels of human judg-
ment while resorting to

them. This line of
thought gains more
credence when the
present degree of glo-
bal polarization is

taken into view.
The international order
is tilting towards au-
tocracy and the likeli-
hood of employmenl
of these weapon:
becoming a reality.
The norms and values
of world politics were
subjected to heavy
Trumpian Strain in the
recent past when the
competition of naked
power showed its ug-
liness in international
relations.
The Genesis of

warfare

The history of
warfare is as old as
the human race. The
Book of Genesis
states that Caine

killed Abel to sati-
ate his vengeance.
Ever since vengeance,
confrontation and bel-
ligerence have

remained more
pervasive than coop-
eration and amiability
in human relations.

The perception of
life as a zero-sum
game breeds selfish-
ness and consequent
ity between in-

DILEMMA OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

dividuals, groups, or
states. Instincts of
survival and procre-
ation are reflexive
thus natural for all liv-
ing organisms
including us hu-
mans.
War, being one of
the forms of

human relations,
received due at-
tention
However, what
distinguishes Homo

(AT) WEAPONS

one of the forms of
human relations,

re ed due at-
tention of social scien-

for defining ethi-
cal and moral is
Caine, who may
have used a sharp
stone, a strong branch
of a tree, or simple
brute force to

oped which then was
countered by Elec-
tronic Counter-
Counter Measures

. today took centu-
ries over centuries to
materialize.

The use of electro-
magnetic s
pectrum was
considered a
game-changer
The use of clec-

sapiens from other liv-

controlling the
forces of nature like
wind, water, fire, and
Sunlight for enhancmg
the level of

physical comfort
and peace of mind.
This pursuit did im-

When the lethality

of weapons created a
ituation of mutually
assured destruction
(MAD) the sllualmn

prove of life Abel, > spectrum s
over time but would be flabber- was considered a Nuclear Nonprolifera-
alongside  in- gasted if he were to game-changer before tion Treaty (NPT),

Counter Measures
(ECM) were devel-

visit our times. The
civilization we live in

creased societal com-
plexities. War, being

Strategic Arms Re-
duction Treaty

nuclear. The Perils
and Promises of Arti-
ficial Intelligence
Harnessing the
field of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) in war-
fare brought a para-
digm shift in
the modus oper-
andi of warfare. It
eliminated the require-
ment of direct human
involvement in
ing and en-
gaging targets. Even
the smartest of the
weapons were hith-
erto launched and
guided by hu-
mans.
Thi

is development
has given rise to the
debate of cthics and
morality all over

again. Antonio
Guterres, the UN Sec-
retary-General joined
the skeptics on Twit-
ter where he

wrote in March
2019, “Autonomous
machines with the
power and discretion
to select targets and

take lives without
human involvement
are politically unac-
ceptable, morally re-
pugnant and

should be prohib-
ited by international
law.”

(START), and many

more were slgned to

avert the unac

able destruction of lhe

human race.
Exercising

restraint was never

50 important

Exercising re-
straint was never so
important before the
development of au-
tonomous weapons;
chemical, biological,
radiological, and

Word count (592)

Group captain
Masroor ul Hassan
as Fighter Pi-
lot in the PAF.

He holds an
M.Sc. degree in De-
fence &amp; Strate-
gic Studies (DSS)
from

QAU and another
M.Sc. Strategic Stud-
ies from KU. He can
be reached

masroorulh:
(@gmail.com
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US blows up key Iranian bridge, steel plants

NEWS DESK:The US
and Israel on Thursday
stepped up attacks on
Iran, targeting a century-
old medical research
centre in Tehran, a
bridge near the capital
and steel plants after
President  Donald
Trump threatened to
bomb Iran back to “the
Stone Ages”.

Hours later, Trump
said the tallest bridge in
Tran had been destroyed.
He posted footage on
social media of smoke
rising from the B1 bridge
in Karaj, around 35 kilo-
meters southwest of
Tehran and warned that
there would be further
destruction unless Iran
comes to the table to end
the five-week war.

“The biggest bridge
in Iran comes tumbling
down, never to be used
again - Much more to
follow! It is time for Iran
to make a deal before it
is too late, and there is
nothing left of what still
could become a great
country!” Trump said.

Iranian state televi-
sion had earlier reported
two US-Israeli strikes on
the bridge.

“A few minutes
ago, the American-Zion-
ist enemy once again
targeted the B1 bridge in
Karaj,” state TV
adding that an mmal

strike had caused two
civilian casualties.

It said the later at-
tack took place as emer-
gency teams were de-
ployed to the site to help

nian media, with a 447-
foot column.

Earlier in the day,
Iran threatened “crush-
ing” attacks on the
United States and Israel,

victims of the first strike.

e bridge,
which was still under
construction, is consid-
ered the Middle East’s
tallest according to Ira-

pinch from soaring oil
prices, Trump offered a
retroactive explanation
on why he joined Israel
in the attack launched
on Feb 28.

“Pm pleased to say
that these core strategic
objectives are nearing
completion,” Trump said
in a 19-minute speech.
There was little in his
address about actual di-
plomacy.

Iran’s response was

immediate, with Israeli
air defences pressed
into action. Four people
were reportedly lightly
injured in the Tel Aviv
area. AFP journalists in
Jerusalem hear fresh
blasts on Thursday
evening.
At least four blasts
were heard as sirens rang
out in the city, and the
military warned resi-
dents to take cover after
it “identified missiles
launched from Iran to-
ward the territory of the
State of Israel”.

In Tehran, AFP jour-
nalists reported a seri
of loud explosions, sen
ing reverberations
across the city. The tar-
gets were unclear.

The country’s two
largest steel plants have
meanwhile been forced
offline by several waves
of US and Israeli attacks,
the companies said.

but warned its attacks
would intensify if Iran
did not reach a negoti-
ated settlement.

ver the next two
to three weeks, we are

‘going to bring them back
to the Stone Ages, where
they belong,” he said.
With his approval
rating hitting new lows
and Americans feeling a

firing missiles at Tel
Aviv.

In his White House
address, Trump said the

US was “very close” to
achieving its objectives

Bangladesh cuts working hours to
save energy amid Middle East crisis

NEWSDESK:
Bangladesh has
launched fresh mea-
sures to curb energy
consumption, cutting
office hours and trim-
ming public spending
as conflict in the
Middle East disrupts
global fuel markets
and strains power sup-
ply in the South Asian
nation.

Officials said the
steps approved by the
cabinet on Thursday
aim to stabilise the en-
ergy situation in
Bangladesh, heavily
dependent on fuel im-
ports and battered by
price volatility and sup-

ply uncertainty from
the US-Israeli war
with Iran.

Under the new
rules, government of-
fices will run from
9am to 4pm, while
markets and shopping
centres must shut by
6pm toreduce clectric-
ity use.

The government
has also ordered cuts
innon-essential public
expenditure and urged
lower power con-
sumption in industry,
with curbs on exces-
sive lighting, for ex-

guidelines for schools
from Sunday, with op-
tions such as adjusting
timetables and shifting
to online classes being
considered.
Authorities will
also allow duty-free
imports of electric
buses for schools, with
incentives for those
that participate.
Bangladesh has
rationed fuel to miti-
gate shortages, be-
sides limiting vehicle
sales and shortening
fuel station hours amid
panic buying, hoarding
and long queues.
Authorities have
warned that supplies

remain tight, despite
some easing during
major holidays.

Bangladesh's
state-run agencies are
scrambling to secure
energy supplies for a
population of about
175 million, while ex-
ploring alternative
sources in the face of
volatile global markets.

The government
is also secking exter-
nal financing of more
than $2.5 billion to help
pay for imports of fuel
and liquefied natural
gas, as rising energy
costs further squeeze
foreign exchange re-
serves.

education
ministry will issue

Luxury stores take hit in Dubai as
Iran war drags on

NEWS DESK:Rows of
luxury boutiques line an
upmarket Dubai mall, yet
amonth into the Middle
East war their sales staff
sitidly, phones in hand,
watching for the rare
customer.

Salespeople in im-
maculate suits say they
have been told not to
speak to reporters, but
one briefly described
the mood.

“Of course, there
are fewer customers, es-
pecially tourists,” the
salesperson told
“Locals still come.

“Luckily, we have a
strong local clientele
and no one is panick-
ing.” This glamorous
playground for the
world’s rich has taken a
hit since the start of the
US-Israeli offensive
agai-nst Iran on Febru-

With its waterfalls,
massive aquarium and
more than 110 million
visitors a year, the mall,
a monument to bling,
claims to be the most
visited place on the
planet.

No tour groups
drified through its wide,
air-conditioned corri-
dors on a late March
evening, but the regu-
lars were out.

And more shop-
pers were lining up at
Primark — a newly
opened budget chain—
than inside the mall’s
glitzy “Fashion Avenue”
area, lined with chic
luxury chains.

analysts.

They estimate that
the region’s luxury sales
will fall by halfin March,
mostly due to the col-
lapse in tourism — both
to the Gulf and in tran-
sit, with major air hubs
like Dubai, Doha and
Abu Dhabi closed or
operatingat diminished
capacity.

More than half the
reg-ion’s luxury stores
are in Saudi Arabia and
the UAE.

The most profitable
ones are clustered in
Dubai Mall, a vast shop-
ping complex that sits
below Burj Khalifa, the
world’s tallest bulldmg

Just out of Chanel,
one of the few shoppers
put it more bluntly:
“People shouldn’t come
(to Dubai) right now.”
“It’s dangerous, it’s war.

die, Idlewlthmyfamlly,
she said, dressed in a
black abaya and nigab
and carrying an orange
Hermes bag.

Global revenues

The Middle East,
one of the few regions
where luxury sales are
still growing;

accounts for six to
eight percent of global
revenues for top brands,
according to Bernstein

28.

Dubai, long known
for its peace and stabil-
ity, has been targeted
frequently by Tehran’s
retaliatory drones and
missiles, sending tour-
ists fleeing.

One industry fig-
ure, req-u-esting ano-
nymity, said the prevail-
ing belief was that “the
situation is temporary
and will improve soon”.

Iranian missiles hit Israel's oil
hub Haifa, injuring six

NEWS DESK:Six people

were injured, and several

houses were damaged in

northern Israel in an Ira-

nian missile attack on

Friday, Isracli media re-
ported.

A79-year-old indi-
vidual was wounded as
the missile hit Haifa and
Kiryat Ata, the Israeli
daily Yedioth Ahronoth
reported. Al Jazeera re-
ports that Israeli medical
sources say six people
were injured, and another
was hit by stones from
the shockwave of an ex-
plosion.

The attack came af-
ter the Lebanese group
Hezbollah launched 15
rocket attacks, trigger-
ing sirens in northern
Israel.

Haifa is a strategi-
cally important city in
Israel with a large num-
ber of residents. It is
also home to Israel’s
‘most important oil refin-
ery, processing 70% of
the country’s refining
capacity.

1t has already been
hit twice during the war.

Strikes in Gulfcoun-
tries

Kuwait said an Ira-
nian attack damaged a
desalination plant, and
the attack came after an
oil refinery was hit by
drones on Friday morn-
ing. About 90% of drink-
ing water in Kuwait
comes from desalination.

The attack comes
some days after US
President Donald
Trump threatened to

US, Israeli aircraft strlke key
bridge in northern Iran

NEWS DESK:A US-
Isracli attack hita key |
bridge onamain high-
way in northern Iran
on Thursday, in the lat-
est escalation in the
region, Iranian media
reported.

According to Fars
News Agency, mul-
tiple sites were struck
in the Azimieh area
near the city of Karaj,
including the BI
Bridge, described as
the highest bridge in
the Middle East.

The news outlet
also said at least two
people died in the at-
tack

The outlet said
several people were
injured in the attack,
and rescue teams
were dispatched to the
scene.

The strike caused
damage to the bridge,
which was part of a

scribed as a secret meet-
ing site for American
aviation engineers and
military pilots outside a
base in the UAE, with-
out providing further
details.

The statement said
field reports and heavy
ambulance activity indi-
cated the attack caused
“a large number of
deaths and injuries,” but
did not specify figures.

Sirens in northern
Israel after rockets were
fired from Lebanon

Air raid sirens
sounded across north-
em Israel on Friday after
rockets were fired from
Lebanon, Israeli media
reported.About 15 rock-
ets were launched, trig-
gering alerts in the bor-
der towns of Kiryat
Shmona and Metula,
Channel 12 said.

bomb the remaining de-

systems were “actively
engaging” incoming
missiles and drones.
“The sounds heard
across the country are
the result of ongoing
engaging operations of
iles and UAVSs,” it
said in a post on the US
social media platform X.
Saudi Arabia’s De-
fence Ministry said in
separate X posts that its
forces intercepted and
destroyed 14 drones
during the latest attacks.
Iran said Friday it
carried out a ballistic
missile strike targeting a
gathering of US aviation
personnel in the United
Arab Emirates, accord-
ing to a statement by the
Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps.
The Guard said it
conducted a “precise
strike” on what it de-

salination plants in Iran.
Last month, the US at-
tacked an Iranian desali-
nation plant.

Falling debris from
an intercepted projectile
has caused a fire at the
United Arab Emirates'
(UAE) Habshan gas fa-
cility, a gas processing
complex, the Abu Dhabi
Media Office says.

“Operations have
been suspended while
authorities respond to a
fire. No injuries have
been reported,” it added
in a post on X

Anadolu Agency
reports that the UAE
and Saudi Arabia came
under a new wave of
drone attacks Friday,
with both countries re-
porting interceptions.

e UAE Defence
Ministry said air defence

Tehran has retali-
ated with drone and
missile strikes target-
ing Israel, along with
Jordan, Iraq, and Gulf
countries hosting US
military assets, caus-
ing casualties and dam-

was now time for Iran
to make a deal before
it was too late.

The US and Israel
have maintained an air
offensive on Iran
since February 28, kill-
ing so far over 1,900

rated soon, according
to the report.

Power outages
were also reported in
some areas, with re-
gional elecmclly au-
thorities working to
restore service.

US  President
Donald Trump said on
social media that it

major road infrastruc-
ture project and was
expected to be inaugu-

people to date, includ-
ing lhen-Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei.

age to infrastructure
while disrupting global
markets and aviation.
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Petroleum sales rise despite govt austerity plan

cent in March.
According to
sources, petroleum prod-
uct sales reached 1.44mn
tons in March, reflecting
a 19 percent year-on-
year increase. During the
first nine months of the

ISLAMABAD (INP
Despite the govt an-

nounced austerity plan,
the sale of petroleum
products in the country
increased. Sales by oil
marketing companies
(OMCs) rose by 13

current fiscal year, total
OMC sales stood at
12.40 million tons, show-
ing an overall annual
growth of 5 percent.
Petrol sales
deuI]lCd 00.67 million
tons, up 16 percent year-

on-year, while diesel
sales reached 0.62 mil-
lion tons, marking a 21
percent increase. Fur-
nace oil sales recorded
a significant 98 percent
month-on-month surge.
Among individual com-

ISLAMABAD: High Commissioner of Canada to Pakistan Mr. Tarik Ali Khan called on Speaker
National Assembly Sardar AyazSadiq at Parliament House

Govt aims to make
electricity tariffs
competitive: Awais

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Minister said
Minister for Power thatthe Power Division
Sardar Awais Ahmed is also considering ma-
Khan Leghari has said jor policy decisions to
the government is aim- utilize the country’s in-
ing to make electricity digenous resources for
tariffs competitive so electricity generation.
that the country’s main He said that the cur-
economic drivers can rent situation in the
benefit from it. Middle Easthas further
He was talkingto reinforced
the World Bank Coun- government’s efforts
try Director, Ms toutilize the indigenous
Bolormaa Amgaabazar resources.
who called on him in The Minister for
Islamabad on Thurs- Power mentioned that
day. there is a significant
Sardar  Awais and gradual increase in
Leghari said the Power electricity consump-
Division, after assess- tion in Pakistan, which
ing concessional tariffs is an indicator of the
for industries, is cur- success of  the
rently working on government's policies.
Time of Use proposals The World Bank
for Industries to fur- Country Director ap-
ther improve the preciated the Power
country's energy com- Division's  reform
petitiveness. agenda and reaffirmed
He said that the the Bank's commit-
aim is to benefit from ment to working with
the country's solar po- the Ministry on prior-
tential and provide ity areas, including tar-
concessional tariffs to iff rationalization,
industries. He said the transmission and dis-
Power Division is cur-  tribution network, and
rently in consultation renewable energy inte-
with all stakeholders.  gration.

Nagqyvi inspects
major development
projects in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on
Thursday visited four
major development
projects in Islamabad,
including the Model Jail,
Capital Police College,
Police Khidmat Markaz
and Ataturk Avenue ex-
pansion, during a four-
hour inspection tour to
review progress.

During the visit, the
interior minister also laid
the foundation stones of
the under-construction
Islamabad Model Jail,
Capital Police College,
Police Khidmat Markaz
and the Ataturk Avenue
expansion project.

Work on the bar-
racks, administrative
block and boundary wall
at the Model Jail is near-
ing completion, and it
has been decided that
the first phase will func-
tion as a high-security
prison. He also directed
that the training of per-
sonnel to be deployed at
the Model Jail be com-
pleted by April 30.

Upon his arrival at
the Capital Police Col-
lege, a well-equipped
police contingent pre-

sented a salute. He
handed over two
armoured personnel car-
rier  vehicles  to
Islamabad Police and
called for an upgrade
plan for the college, di-
recting officials to in-
crease the training ca-
pacity from 450 t0 4,000.

He further in-
structed that training
courses be aligned with
modern requirements,
with special emphasis ot
artificial intelligence
(AI), information tech-
nology (IT),

and physical train-
The minister also
ed classes for pro-
motional  training
courses of DSPs and In-
spectors, where he inter-
acted with officers and
inquired about their
training and promotion

in

processes.
Additionally, he
visited the Police

Khidmat Markaz in F-6,
where he reviewed facili-
ties, inspected various
service counters, and
met with citizens to hear
their concerns. Citizens
expressed satisfaction
with the services being
provided.

Pak-China Hospital holds free mental
health camp in Gwadar

GWADAR  (INP):
The Pak-China
Friendship Hospital,
run by the Indus Hos-
pital and Health Net-
work under the
Gwadar Development
Authority (GDA), or-
ganized a one-day
free medical camp in
Gwadar,  offering
mental health consul-
tations and treatment
to local residents at no
cost, Gwadar Pro re-
ported. The initiative
aimed to raise aware-
ness about mental
health issues and pro-
vide accessible careto cused on addressing
the community. conditions such as de-
UK-based psy- pression, anxiety, sle

chologist Dr Naeem disorders, substance
ur Rehman Khan led abuse, and other men-
the camp at the GDA  tal health issues.

Pak-China Friendship As per the state-

Hospital, where he
examined patients and
provided expert con-
sultations.

A large number of
men, women, and chil-
dren from different
ts of the city par-
ticipated in the initia-
tive. “During the
camp, more than 50
patients received free
medical checkups,
professional psycho-
logical consultations,
treatment, and medi-
cations,” read an offi-
cial statement, adding
that the servic

ment, the camp was
held under the special
direction of GDA Di-
rector General Moin
ur Rehman and aimed
to improve access to
mental health services
in Gwadar. The initia-
tive was part of ongo-
ing efforts  to
strengthen community
health services and
raise awareness about
mental well-being in
the region.

Head of Campus
Dr. Affan Faiq Zada
highlighted that mental
health conditions can
no longer be neglected
in society and stressed
the need for continued
outreach programs
He added that similar
camps would be orga-
nized in the future to

expand access to es-
sential healthcare ser-
vices.

With a wide range
of specialized depart-
ments, consistent pa-
tient inflow, and the
pro of free
medicines, diagnostics,
and inpatient care, the
GDA Pak-China
Friendship Hospital
has steadily emerged
as a leading
healtk facility in

n | jecting

panies, PSO’s sales were
0.63 million tons, while
Attock Petroleum’s sales
totaled 0.11 million tons.

Earlier Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif had announced a
comprehensive fourteen

point austerity plan to
tackle economic severity
stemming from war in the
region. He made the an-
nouncement in his tele-
vised address to the na-
tion after chairing a meet-
ing on austerity mea-

sures.

The Prime Minister
said to avoid extra fuel
consumption, fifty per-
cent staffofall public and
private sector institutes
will work from home ex-
cept for essential ser-

vices departments.

Hessaid there will be
four working days except
for banks, industries and
agncuhure sectors.
Also, there will be a to-
tal ban on iftaar parties
and dinners.

The Met Office has
issued a warning that
heavy to very heavy
rains may trigger flash
flooding in northeastern
districts of Balochistan,
including Zhob,
Musakhel, and Dera
Bugti, as well as hill tor-
rents in Dera Ghazi Khan
and local streams in
southern districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The authorities
have cautioned that
windstorms, hailstorms,
and lightning could
damage vulnerable infra-
structure such as electric
poles, billboards, and
solar panels duri
forecast period. Stand-
ing crops in Punjab,
Sindh, and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa are also at
risk of damage due to
severe weather condi-
tions.

ISLAMABAD, April 02
(INP): The Pakistan
Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has forecast
widespread rain, wind-
storms, and thunder-
storms across large
parts of the country dur-
ing next 24, with isolated
heavy downpours and
hailstorms likely to im-
pact several regions.
According to the
latest advisory,
Balochistan, Sindh, and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
are expected to receive
widespread rainfall ac-
companied by strong
winds and thunder-
storms. Meanwhile, iso-
lated rain and thunder-
storm activity, including
hailstorms, is also likely
in Punjab, Gilgit-
Baltistan, and Kashmir,
particularly during
evening and night hours.

Heavy rain, windstorms expected across country:
Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD)

Sindh will see inter-
mittent widespread rain
and  thunderstorms
across major cities, in-
cluding Karachi and
Hyderabad,  with

InIslamabad, partly
cloudy to cloudy
weather is expected, with
a 30 percent chance of
rain and thunderstorms
during the evening or

night. chances of heavy falls
Region-wise, and hailstorms insouth-

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is  ern districts.

likely to experience wide- Similarl

spread rain and thunder-
storms in southern dis-
tricts, with isolated
heavy falls and hail-
storms. Northern areas
may receive rain along
with snowfall over falls expected, particu-
higher mountains. larly in northeastern

Punjab is expected parts.
to witness widespread In Gilgit-Baltistan
rain in southern districts and Kashmir, cloudy
suchas Dera Ghazi Khan ~ weather with rain and
and Multan, while other  thunderstorms is ex-
parts, including Lahore pected at isolated
and Rawalpindi, mayex- places, along with snow-
perience isolated thun- fall over mountainous
derstorms and gusty areas during evening
winds. and night hours.

Balochistan is likely to
experience widespread
intermittent rain and
thunderstorms across
most districts, with
heavy to very heavy

FOrejects ‘wrong
impression’ of putting
pressure on Iran
through Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan’s Foreign Office
on Thursday clarified
that it is premature to
view emerging coopera-
tion among regional
countries as a formal
military alliance, while re-
speculation
about [slamabad being
used to pressure Iran.

At the weekly media
briefing, Foreign Office
Spokesperson Tahir-
Hossein Andrabi said
that any comparison of
a grouping involving Pa-
kistan, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, and Turkey to a
military bloc was un-
founded.

He emphasized that
‘it is wrong to talk about
puting pressure on Iran
through Pakistan,” not-
ing that Iran is Sover-
eign country with inde-
pcndcm policies.

spokesperson

added lhal Pakistan re-
mains engaged diplo-
matically with multiple
stakeholders, including
the United States, Euro-
pean partners, and Gulf
countries some of which
also maintain relations

with Israel.

Providing updates
on regional coordina-
tion, Andrabi said Iran
has permitted two Paki-
stani ships to transit the
Strait of Hormuz daily,
although there is cur-
rently no fixed schedule
for maritime movement.

He further revealed
that Iranian President
Masoud Peshkian had
expressed gratitude to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif,

while underscoring
the importance of foster-
ing trust to enable me-
diation efforts.

Andrabi also con-
firmed that the prime
minister held a conver-
sation with European
Council President Anto-
nio Cosla onMarch 31.

ghlighting
broader dlplomduc of
forts, Andrabi said the
jointly proposed Paki-
stan-China five-point
framework had received
positive feedback both
regionally and interna-
tionally, including sup-
portive remarks from US
officials.

Punjab completes
master planning for
37 districts, 128 tehsils

LAHORE (INP): Punjab ~ cation of satellite imag-
Minister for Local Gov-  ery". He said thata PSPA
ernment Zeeshan representative was be-
Rafique said that master ing posted in every
planning of 37 districts Deputy Commissioner’s
and 128 tehsils of the office.

province had been com- Zeeshan Rafique
pleted. said the process of ap-

Chairing a meeting proval of housing
regarding PSPA at the schemes had become
Civil Secretariat, he easier with the formation
that training of Artificial of PSS. "Protection of
Intelligence (AI) system agricultural and forest
of the Punjab Special land is the focus of Chief
Spatial Planning Author- Minister ~ Maryam
ity (PSPA) was under- Nawaz. That's why PSPA
way. With time, the Al has been formed under
would automatically im- the same vision of the
prove its monitoring Chief Minister", he re-
standards, he added. marked.

The Minister said Expressing satisfac-
the land use plans and tion over the formation
zoning work had also of Punjab Geospatial
been completed in the Platform, the provincial
province. "Chief Minis- minister directed the DG
ter Maryam Nawaz has  PSPA to work with the
directed to creating Punjab Information
Pakistan’s first satellite Technology ~ board
surveillance system”, he ~ (PITB) to make features
revealed. of the portal further

He said that new easier.
construction activities Special Secretary
would be detected every Development Asia Gul
month through the PSPA  and Additional Secre-
system. "PSPA has de- tary Quratul Ain also ¢
veloped, he went on, an — tended the meeting while
entire digital ecosystem. PSPA Director General

The work is also Abdullah  Nayyar
being done on classifi- briefed the minister.

ISLAMABAD: Hon'ble Chicf Justice of Pakista
Senior Civil Judges from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

| Academy Pakistan under Professional Exchange Program

a group photograph with a delegation of 2.
who are under training at the Federal Judiciall

Gwadar and the wider
Makran division.

The hospital’s
growing capacity and
comprehensive ser-
vices continue to
strengthen its role as
a primary center for
accessible, quality
healthcare in the
coastal region.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Communications Abdul Aleem Khan chairing an important
meeting regarding National Highway Authority, at Ministry of Communi

Rising fuel costs drive Pakistan’s shift to
electric scooters, bikes

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan is steadily shift-
ing toward electric mo-
bility as rising global oil
prices and increasing
fuel costs push commut-
ers to seek affordable
and sustainable alterna-
tives. Electric vehicles
(EVs), particularly scoot-
ers and small bikes, are
becoming increasingly
popular in urban areas,
with women emerging as
a key segment of new
riders.

Recent  months
have seen petrol and
diesel prices reach
record highs due to glo-
bal market trends, ac-
cording to a Gwadar
Pro's report on Thurs-
da;

nancial savings and
convenient, low-mainte-
nance urban mobility.

While EV adoption
in Pakistan is still in its
earlystages, sales—par-
ticularly of electric bikes
and scooters—have
grown rapidly over the
past few years.

Industry figures in-
dicate that sales rose
fromabout 2,000 units in
2022 to 6,000 in 2023,
jumped to nearly 33,000
in 2024, and surged to
around 57,800 units in
just the first seven
months of 2025.

Total two-wheeler
sales are projected to
surpass 100,000 units by
the end of 2025, while
electric car sales remain
limited to the hundreds,
highlighting the carly
stage of the four-wheeler
market.

Leading Chinese EV
brands, including Yadea,
Luyuan, Revoo, Crown
Electric, and Eveon, are
driving much of this
growth.

Their  models,
equipped with lithium-

"The steep rise in
fuel costs has prompted
many commuters, espe-
cially in cities, to look for
cost-effective alterna-
tives, accelerating the
dduplmn of clcum
scooters and

Experts bcllcvc that
for many women and
first-time riders, EV
scooters offer both fi-

ion or graphene batter-
ies, are widely distrib-
uted through” partner-
ships with Road Prince
and AGN New Energy
Vehicles, offering ranges
between 80-120 km-
suitable for daily urban
commuting.

Indusiry estimates
indicate that Chinese EV
brands are benefiting
from the surge in two-
wheeler sales. Yadea Pa-
kistan targeted captur-
ing 20% of the local EV
market, while other
brands like Revoo,
Eveon, and Crown Elec-
tric are expanding their
model lineups and deal- friendly and cost-saving
ership networks. solution for daily trans-

The total projected port.”

EV two-wheeler market is
expected to exceed
100,000 units in 2026,
with continued growth in
the coming years.

Market Snapshot:
Top Chinese EV Scoot-
ers in Pakistan: Feed-
back from riders reflects
strong acceptance of
these vehicles. One rider
shared that a Chinese EV/
scooter “is pretty

good.... around 40 km/h,
perfect for females look-
ing into riding scoot-
ers,” while another
noted, “the experience is
really good... covers
around 80 km on a full
charge.”

Although some
concerns remain over
battery life and charging
infrastructure, overall
sentiment emphasizes
cost savings, ease of
use, and suitability for
short-distance travel.

Commenting on the
growing trend, Ousai
Khan said that “electric
scooters are an eco-

However, he also
pointed out the signifi-
cant price gap compared
to China: “In China, they
cost just $90-$175, while
in Pakistan they reach
around Rs 235,000 due to
high taxes and customs.
Reducing duties will
make clean transport ac-
cessible for everyone.”
Government-backed
subsidy programs.
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Minority Rights Fully Protected in Pakistan,
Says Governor Mandokhail

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan  Jafar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that minorities
in Pakistan enjoy ex-
tensive rights, religious
freedom, and social
respect, unmatched by
many countries in the
region.

He emphasized
that the Constitution of
Pakistan 1973 guaran-
tees equal citizenship
to all minorities, while
reserved seats in na-
tional and provincial
assemblies ensure
their political represen-
tation, freedom of ex-
pression, and partici-
pation in legislation.

The Governor ex-
pressed these views
during a meeting with
a delegation of the
Pakistan Minority
‘Wing led by Tariq Gul.

The delegation in-
cluded minority lead-
ers such as Aamir
Masih, Zakaria
Patrick, Senat Masih,
Miraj Masih, and
Yohanna Khokhar.

During the meet-
ing, discussions were
held on minorityrights,

parliamentary repre-
sentation, protection of
fundamental  free-
doms, and the overall
situation in the prov-
ince and country.
overnor
Mandokhail high-
lighted that the tradi-
tions and cultural val-
ues of Pashtun and
Baloch societies pro-
mote inclusion, ensur-
ing minorities remain
part of social life even
at the district level.
He said that unity,
coexistence, and har-

mony between major-
ity and minority com-
munities are key to
national progress and
stability.

He also paid trib-
ute to late minority
leader Senat Masih,
calling him a people-
friendly representative
whose absence is still
felt.

The Governor as-
sured that the Pakistan
Muslim League-N will
continue efforts to
safeguard the legiti-
mate rights of the

Christian community
and other minorities.

He stressed the
importance of promot-
ing tolerance, interfaith
harmony,

respect for differ-
ing opinions, and broth-
erhood to ensure last-
ing peace in the prov-
ince.

He also acknowl-
edged the valuable
contributions of the
Christian community,
particularly in the edu-
cation and health sec-
tors, and expressed

hope that they will
continue playing a
positive role in the
province’s economic
development and po-
litical stability.

Keywords: Jafar
Khan Mandokhail mi-
norities rights, Paki
stan constitution mi-
nority rights,

PMLN minority
‘wing meeting, religious
freedom Pakistan,
Balochistan minority
representation, inter-
faith harmony Paki-
stan

Stakeholders Validation Workshop on Drought
Preparedness Held in Quetta

QUETTA: Animpor-
tant provincial-level
hold

Food Programme
(WFP) and SCAP

ter Management Au-
thority highlighted the

s valida-
tion workshop was
held today at the Pro-
vincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(PDMA) office in
Quetta.

The workshop fo-
cused on “Validation of
Context Analysis for
Anticipatory Action
Planning to Address
Drought”, bringing to-
gether representatives
from various govern-
ment and non-govern-
ment organizations.

Collaborative Ef-
fort for Drought Resil-
ience The workshop
was organized with the
support of Food and
Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO), World

Its pri-
mary objective was to
assess drought risks in
Nushki district and
develop effective
strategies to mitigate
their impact.

The session began
with participant regis-
tration and a recitation
from the Holy Quran,
followed by a formal
welcome note for at-
tendees.

Introduction to
Resilience Building
Initiatives During the
opening session, par-
ticipants were intro-
duced to the Resil-
ience Building Project
(IDP).

Representatives
from Provincial Disas-

’srole and
responsibilities in di-
saster preparedness
and response across
the province.

Expert Insights on
Drought Challenges
CEO of SCAP
Balochistan, ~ Mr.
Hassan, addressed
the participants and
shared key details
about the project.

He emphasized:
Timely and anticipa-
tory actions are es-
sential to tackle chal-
lenges like drought,
and this is only possible
through strong institu-
tional collaboration
and community en-
gagement.

In the technical

session,
Muhammad Adil de]lv—
ered a detailed pre-
sentation on climatic
risks, natural disasters,
and their socio-cco-
nomic impacts in
Nushki.

He noted that
drought significantly
affects: Food security™
Livelihoods* Environ-
m e n t a

gaged in group work
sessions, where they
discussed: nstitutional
preparedness*“Criteria
for selecting vulner-
able populations Fu-
ture action
plans*“Commitment to
Joint Action The
workshop concluded
with a strong commit-
ment from all stake-
holders to continue

bility“Focus
on Anticipatory Action
Planning.

Key components
of Anticipatory Action
(AA) were discussed
during the workshop,
including: Early warn-
ing systems“Advance
planmnin
'mechanisms“Availability
of financial resources
Participants also en-

(&)

efforts in
addressing drought
challenges in
Balochistan.

Participants reaf-
firmed the importance
of coordinated strate-
gies to enhance resil-
ience and protect vul-
nerable communities
from the long-term
impacts of climate
change.

Crackdown on Encroachments Launched in Mastung,
Illegal Structures Removed

MASTUNG: Acting on
the directives of
Deputy Commissioner
Behram Saleem Baloch,
Assistant  Commis-
sioner Muhammad Jan
Jamaldini led a major
operation against illegal

way, where unautho-
rized structures and
roadside encroach-
ments had been caus-
ing traffic congestion
and public inconve-
nience. During the
crackdown: Illegal and

encr
city. The operation,
carried out with heavy
police presence and
municipal staff, tar-
geted Major Chowk
and the national high-

encr were
demolished“Debris
was  taken into
custody“Roadside
stalls, carts, and ven-
dors were
removed*“Fuel selling

units placed outside
petrol pumps were is-
sued two-day removal
notices Assistant Com-
missioner Muhammad
Jan Jamaldini stated
that encroachments
had been established for
a long time, severely
affecting traffic flow
and creating hardships
for residents.

He added that prior
warnings had been is-
sued, but due to non-

strict ac- ’s com-
tion was taken. mitment to restoring
He warned that the ~ order and ensuring pub-

anti-encroachment
campaign will be fur-
ther intensified across
Mastung, urging all en-
croachers to voluntar-
ily remove illegal struc-
tures or face strict le-
gal action, including
confiscation of goods.

No one is above
the law,” he empha-
sized, reiterating the

lic convenience.

Keywords:
Mastung encroach-
ment operation,
Behram Saleem Baloch
Muhamma
Jamaldini, anti en-
croachment  crack-
down Pakistan, illegal
structures removal
Mastung, traffic relief
measures

Balochistan Strengthens Women Empowerment
Imtlatlves, Says Women Development Secretary

QUETTA: Provincial
Secretary for Women
Development, Saira Atta,
announced that under
the special directives of
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
is actively working to
eliminate gender dis-
crimination and create a
safe, respectful environ-
ment for women across
the province.

Speaking at an
event in connection
with  International
Women’s Day, she em-
phasized that women in
Balochistan are being
provided opportunities
in education, employ-
‘ment, and skill develop-
ment to ensure their em-
powerment and inclu-
sion in society.

ocus on Gender

Equality and Safe Work-
places Saira Atta hngh»
lighted that women's
rights must move be-
yond speeches and
translate into practical
actions. She noted that
women arealready excel-
ling in various sectors
and deserve equal op-
portunities to thrive.

She referred to the
Protection Against Ha-
rassment of Women at
Workplace Act (2016) in
Balochistan, which aims

to ensure safe working
environments for both
women and men. The
law requires institutions
to:

Establish inquiry
committees*“Implement
clear anti-harassment
policies“Ensure trans-
p a 1 e

m
knowledged that chal-
lenges persist. Statistics
up to 2025 show multiple
cases of violence
against women, includ-
in Domestic
abuse“Workplace
harassment“Other gen-
der-based crimes She
stressed that effective
ion of laws

“Provide
awareness t
employees*Challenges
Remain  Despite

Progress Despite ongo-
ing initiatives, she ac-

is as important as legi:
lation itself. Need for In-
vestment in Education

and Health The secre-
tary emphasized that

sustainable develop-
ment in Balochistan de-
pends on: Increased in-
vestment i

education“Improved
healthcare
facilities“Expanded em-
ployment opportunities
for women*“Inclusion of
women in decision-mak-
ing processes“Role of
NGOs and Awareness

‘Women, and
Balochistan Rural Sup-

port Program, shared |

their efforts in organiz-
ing awareness cam-
paigns across districts
n2026.

These initiatives
aim to educate youth
about: Gender

. equality“Women's

rights“Prevention of
gender-based
violence*‘Police Reforms
Supporting Women DIG

cadquarters
Balochistan Police,
Hassan Asad Alvi,
stated that the police
department is making
significant reforms to
empower women and
create a people-friendly
system.

He noted that fe-
male police officers are
now serving in key roles
such as:**Complaint
officers“Assistant
clerks*“Computer opera-
tors Their presence has
improved response to
cases like domestic vio-
lence and increased
public trust in law en-
forcement.

Islam and Cultural
Values Support
Women's Rights Offi-

Campaigns'

from various organiza-
tions, including Aurat
Foundation, UN

cials also
that Islam promotes re-
spect, protection, and
equal rights for women.

Khuzdar By-Election Preparations
Reviewed for NA-256 Constituency

KHUZDAR: Deputy tions: 298“Total polling

Commissioner Abdul booths: 961504 for
Razzaq Sasoli chaired male voters“457 for
an toreviewarrange- f ¢ m a
ments for the upcom-  voters"“Deputy Com-
ing by-clectioninNA- missioner  Abdul
256 Khuzdar. The RazzaqSasolidirected
meeting was attended all departments to en-
by key officials, in- sure foolproof ar-
cluding Returning Of- rangements for the
ficer — Akbar _Ali_elections.

Mazarzai, SSp He instructed the
Khuzdar Shehzada District Health Officer
Umar Abbas Babar, to provide medical fa-
and other administra- cilities at all polling sta-
tive and departmental tions and keep ambu-
heads. lances ready for
During the brief- emergencies.
ing, the Returning Of- He further em-
ficer shared detailed phasized strict security
statis measures atall polling
Tutal registered stations to ensure a
voters: 319,217“Male  smooth voting process.
voters: 174,336“Fc— All department
male voters: heads were ordered to
144,881Polling sta- cancel leave requests

of government em-
ployees until the
completion of the and
ensure full for elec-
tion duties.

The DC warned
that any absenteeism
or negligence would
result in strict legal
action against both the
employee and the con-

cerned department

head. He stressed that
no disruption will be
tolerated, ensuring the
election process re-
mains transparent and
efficient.

Keywords: NA-
256 Khuzdar election,
Abdul Razzaq Sasoli,
Akbar Ali Mazarzai,
election preparations
Pakistan, polling sta-
tions Khuzdar, election
security ar

Relief Operations Accelerated in
Kech After Flood Situation

TURBAT: Deputy lic.
Commissioner Kech He emphasized
Yasir Iqbal Dashti has that relief must reach

v

taken immediate no- affected lmdeld(Cly
tice of the recent flood wherever needed to
situation and directed minimize hardships.
authorities to speed up Following his di-
relief  operations rectives, relief goods
across affected areas. were promptly deliv-

During a meeting ered by PDMA to the
with Deputy Director flood-affected area of
PDMA Malik Rehan Ghafoor Bazaar
Dashti and other offi- through the local
cials, the Deputy Union Council chair-
Commissioner in- man. The action
structed all depart- came after residents
ments, including the had appealed on social
district media for
and PDMA teams, to due to damages
remain fully active caused by heavy
during ongoing rains rains. Earlier, flash
and maintain constant floods had caused sig-
contact with the pub- nificant destruction in

the area, partially dam-
aging several houses
and a mosque, while

houschold belongings
were swept away, re-
sulting in financial
losses for many fami-
lies.

Residents appre-
ciated the swift re-
sponse of the district
administration and
thanked Yasir Igbal
Dashti, calling the
move a public-friendly
initiative.

Keywords: Kech
flood relief, Yasir Igbal
Dashti, PDMA Kech,
Ghafoor Bazaar flood,
Turbat rain damage,
emergency response
Balochistan

Loralai Launches Cleanliness Drive
After Rain to Restore Drainage

LORALAL: Following  neighborhoodsRestoring
recent rains, municipal proper drainage flow
authorities in Loralai Heavy machinery, in-
have launched an exten-  cluding tractor trolleys,
sive cleanliness and is being used to ensure
drainage restoration efficient waste removal.
campaign to address According to de-
post-rain challenges tails, cleaning work has
across the city. The op- been completed in areas
eration is being carried including Hashim
out on the directives of Colony, Dr. Saleh
Commissioner Wali Colony, Jalal Afghan
Muhammad Bareech Ward, and other parts
and under the supervi- under the Saleem Dad

sion of Chief Officer Wali complaint zone.

Municipal Committee  Similarly, operations
Muhibullah ~ Khan were carried out in
Baloch. Municipal teams ~ Khallu Zone (Harif Gali,
have been actively en- Chhoti Pahari, Rashid
gaged in: Clearing Laboratory, and Excise
blocked drains Remov- Office surroundings)
ing  accumulated and Baran Zone (Darul
garbage“Cleaning Uloom Road, Sadar Ba-
streets and zaar, Bagi Bazaar, and

Kakari Masjid Road).

Chief  Officer
Muhibullah  Khan
Baloch stated that pro-
viding a clean and
healthy environment is
the top priority of the
municipal committee,
and the campaign will

He also urged citi-
ns to cooperate with
nitation teams by dis-

posing of waste at des

¥ .
ignated places to help
maintain cleanlines
Keywords: Loralai
cleanliness drive, Wali
Muhammad Bareech,
Muhibullah  Khan
Baloch, drainage resto-
ration L{)raldl municipal
committee action, post
rain cleanup Balochistan

Surprise Inspections of Fuel Stations
in Loralai to Curb Adulteration

LORALAI: On the fuel, under-measure-
directives of Deputy ment (low gauge), and
Commissioner Cap- overall fuel quality.
tain (R) Muhammad Samples of petrol
Haseeb Shuja, Assis- were collected from
tant Commissioner multiple stations and
Nadeem Akram con- sent for laboratory
ducted surprise in- testing to detect any
spections of various adulteration.

fuel stations, including The Assistant
BYCO and PSO Commissioner issued
petrol pumps in the strict warnings to

city. pump owners,

During the inspec- stating that any
tions, authorities station found selling
closely ined pos- fuel will be

will be cancelled im-
mediately.

The move is part
of the district
administration’s ef-
forts to ensure quality
fuel supplyand protect
consumer rights.

Keywords:
Loralai fuel inspec-
tion, Muhammad
Haseeb Shuja,

Nadeem Akram
AC, petrol adulteration
Paklstan PSO BYCO

sible mixing of Iranian  sealed, and its license

fuel quality
checks Balochistan
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Exports shrink 14pc as Mideast crisis bites

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s
‘merchandise exports de-
clined by 14.4 per cent
in March, marking a sec-
ond consecutive
monthly contraction as
disruptions linked to the
Middle East crisis
weighed on external
trade.The export sector
had already been under
pressure in the months
leading up to February,
but the situation has
worsened due to the
conflict. The disrup-
tions in the Strait of
Hormuz have pushed up
shipping costs for ex-
porters and disrupted
supply chains.

Trade analysts
warn that the continua-
tion of the Middle East
war could weigh further
on export performance,
particularly by disrupt-
ing trade routes, damp-
ening demand in key re-
gional markets and add-
ing uncertainty to global
supply chains.

In absolute terms,
export proceeds fell
14.4pc to $2.26 billion in
March from $2.65bn a March.Imports decline July, when proceeds 14.54pc drop in Novem-
year ago, the Pakistan 5.4pc; trade deficit wid-  grew by 16.4pe year-on-  ber, 4.46pc in October,
Bureau of Statistics ensto $2.73bninMarch year. Export earnings 3.88pcin September, and
(PBS) said on ThuNday Negative growth i in posted negative growth, 12.49pc in August, re-

a th exports has with proceeds declining  flecting persistent pres-
bans export proceeds  since August of the cur- by 20.4pcin December.  sures on the country’s
dipped by 0.55pc in rent fiscal year, except in This follows a external trade

performance. However,
in January, exports
posted modest 3.3pc
growth, but returned to
negative growth of
8.76pc in February. In
the nine months (July-

March), export proceeds
recorded a negative
growth of 8pc, falling to
$22.73bn from $24.72bn
in the corresponding
period last year.Two
months ago, the govern-

ment several

grappling with subdued
global markets and the
high cost of doing busi-
ness in the country.

In FY25, export pro-
ceeds rose 4.7pc to
$32.1bn against
$30.68bn in the preced-
ing year.

Trade deficit

According to PBS
data, imports fell 5 4pc to
$4.99bn in March from
$5.28bn in the same
month last year, while on
amonth-on-month basis
imports declined by
5.57pc.In the first nine
months of FY26, the im-

ort bill increased by
6.64pc to $50.54bn from
$47.38bn in the corre-
sponding period last
year, Imports rose 6.57pc
0 $58.38bn in July-Janu-
ary FY25 compared to
$54.78bn a year carlier.

The trade deficit
widened by 3.7pc to
$2.73bn in March from
$2.63bn in the same
month last year. In July-
March FY26, the deficit
surged by 22.65pc to
$27.8bn from $22 67bnin

measures, including a
reduction in energy
rates, to minimise pres-
sure on the country’s
trade performance. Cur-
rently, the exporters are

the corr pe-
riod last year.

For FY25, the trade
deficit increased by 9pc
0 $26.27bn compared to
$24.11bn in the previous

ar.

Oil prices surge 11pc

NEWS DESK:Hopes 6.3pc, t0$107.5 abar- marks remained be-  tinue un----til the “per-
for a swift end to the rel at 1610 GMT. US low the highs near manent reg-ret and
Middle East war West Texas $120 a barrel touched surrender™ of Iran’s
faded on Thursday af- Inte-rmediate crude earlier in the conflict. enemies, said Ebrahim
ter US President futures were up Stocks slidand the  Zo--Ifaqari spokesper-
Donald Trump vowed $11.19, or 11.15pc, at dollar gained after son for the Iranian
more  aggressive S$111.27 per barrel. Trump said military military’s Khatam al-
strikes on Iran, send- WTI hita session high operations would be Anbiya, in a statement
ing oil prices sharply of$113.97 abarrel, its intensified without of- carried by Iranian me-
up again in a blow to biggest absolute price fering the timeline that ~ dia.
consumers around the rise since 2020. investors had sought Fears are growing
world. WTI, whose price for ending hostilities that the conflict may
US oil prices is generally below against Iran. leave Iran with a
jumped more than 11 Brent’s, was pricing Iran’s  armed stranglehold over
per cent, while Brent nearly $3 over Brent. forces responded to Middle East energy
soared 7pc on Thurs- It was the highest pre- Trump witha warning supplies now that it
dayin volatile trading, mium US crude for the US and Isracl has shown that it can
as traders worried futu-res have com- of “more crushing, block the Strait of
about prolonged dis- manded over the glo- broader and more de- Hormuz by targeting
ruptions to oil supply.  bal benchmark in a structive” attacks in oil tankers and attack-
Brent crude fu- year. store. ing Gulfcountries host-
tures were up $6.34, or Still, both bench- The war will con- ing US troops.

FBR eyes Rs195 tax per
YouTube views

NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment has proposed
new amendments to hit
non-resident Pakistani
YouTubers who were
carning hefty amounts
by selling their content
in Pakistan, seeking to
recover Rs195 per 1,000
views on videos.

The proposed in-
come tax rate translates
into 16% to 66% of ev-
ery cent earned from Pa-
Kistan, depending upon
the region and the price
for every cent or dollar
earned against each
1,000 views of a video.
The Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) has pro-
posed the amendments
in the Income Tax Rules
and gave seven days for
objections to these
amendments. These spe-
cial procedures have
been notified by exercis-
ing special powers avail-
able to Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
to change these rules.

The law states that
the FBR with the ap-
proval of the minister-in-
charge (finance minis-
ter) may, by notification
in the official gazette,
prescribe special proce-
dure for scope and pay-
‘ment of tax, record keep-
ing, filing of return and

Economy expands 3. 89pc in Oct-Dec

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s
economy grew by 3.89
per cent in the October-
December quarter of
2025-26, showing an in-
crease from 2.18pc re-
corded in the same pe-
riod last year.

The economy also
recorded a slight im-
provement compared to
the revised 3.63pc ex-
pansion in the first quar-
ter (July-September), de-
spite a slight slowdown
in the growth of the ag-
riculture and industrial
sectors, according to
data released by the Na-
tional Accounts Com-
mittee (NAC) on Thurs-
day.

The services sector  FY24, slightlylower than  that the agriculture sec-  0.78pc last year.
posted a slight improve-  the previous estimate of  tor grew by 1.76pcin Q2 The analysis shows
ment over the first quar-  2.63pc, and the revised compared to the same  that the mining and quar-
ter, partly offsetting the growth for FY25 is period last year. rying industry is experi-
deceleration observedin  3.06pc, down slightly Important crops encing negative growth
the other two sectors.  from the earlier estimate have shrunk by 1.87pcin  of-2.46pc due to declines

The year-on-year of3.09pc. Q2, mainly due toa de- in pmduclion of gas (-
quarterly growth was The State Bank of cline in cotton produc- 3.98pc), marble (-
mainly driven by a Pakistan (SBP) expects tion (-0.9pc) and in- 10 68pc), limestone (-
7.40pc increase in the GDP to grow at dpc for creases in inputs suchas  8.35pc), and other min-
industrial sector, fol- FY26. The World Bank  seeds (6pc) and fertiliser  erals (-5.91pc).

small businesses, con-
struction businesses,
medical practitioners,
hospitals, educational
institutions and any
other sector specified by
the FBR with the ap-
proval of the minister-in-
charge, in such cities or

inrespect of 1

territories, as may be
specified. The FBR has
proposed that it will
charge Rs195 "per 1,000
views on the video
shared on YouTube. For
the purpose of this spe-
cial procedure, it shall be
taken as Rs195 and is
subject to revision from
time to time." At present,

the revenue per mile (per
thousand)  usually
ranges from $1 to $3 but
can go as high as $9, if
the audience is in the US
and Canada.The Rs195
per 1,000 views from in-
come earned from Paki-
stan could translate from
16% to 66% rate. Such
measure_cannot be en-
forced without the active
support of the YouTube
management.

The FBR stated that
the proposed special
procedure will only ap-
ply to computation of

income of non-resident
persons earning income
from remunerative social
media content viewed in
Pakistan. "Every non-
resident person deriving
income from interaction
with users in Pakistan
through social media
platforms to the extent
such income constitutes
Pakistan-source in-
come," state these pro-
posed rules.

This would impact
only those non-resident
Pakistanis who are sit-
ting abroad, mainly in
the US, Canada or the
United Kingdom, pro-
ducing content on
Pakistan's politics and
economy, which is
viewed in Pakistan.
There are a handful of
prominent non-resident
Pakistanis whowould be
affected by these special
procedures. The FBR

lowed by 1.76pc growth ~ projection s slightly be- (7.2pc). le Manu-
in the agriculture sector low the SBP at 3pc by Other crops con- facturing (LSM) growth
and 3.69pc in the ser- the end of June 2026. tracted by 5.69pc com- is driven by QIM, which
vices sector. The com- However, the govern- pared to 19.14pc last grew 5.71pc in Q2 of
bined performance of ment has projected a year, driven by falling 2025-26. Major contribu-

these three key sectors 4.2pc i FY26, green fodder tors have been Automo-
contributed slightly to rget that seems am- (-12.8pc) and higher in-  biles (52.95pc), trans-
the overall economic ex-  bitious. put use. Livestock in- port equipment
pansion during the quar- The 115th meeting creased by 5.59pc versus (40.81pc), and petroleum

er. of the NAC, chaired by 5.56pc last year because products (24.65pc). A
Industrial, services the Planning Commis- of a decrease in input growth of 15.11pc has
sectors drive growth de- sion secretary, took costs. The forestry and been reported in electric-
spite agriculture slow- place on Thursdayat the fshmg industries are ity, gas, and water sup-
down Pakistan Bureau of Sta- growing by 3.76pc and ~ply, driven byan increase
The NAC ;lighlly tistics headquarters. 0.77pc, respectively, n the quarterly subsi-
revised the GDP growth The meeting approved maintaining their usual ~ dies (from Rs217 billion
to 3.63pc in QIFY26, the updated annual growth trends. to Rs323 billion) and a
down from the earlier growth rates for FY25. The industry sector  decline in the CPI elec-
3.71pe. It finalised GDP The analysis of the ~has witnessed growth of tricity deflator (from
growth at 2.62pc in second quarter showed 7.40pc, compared with 283.60t0256.41).

NEWS DESK:The
National  Electric
Power Regu-latory
Authority (Nepra) on
Thursday fined two
state-run power com-
panies a total of Rs85
million for actions that
burdened consumers
with over Rs35 billion
in extra fuel costs in a
single month, in addi-
tion to causing con-
tinuous losses and a
major power break-
down.

Nepra imposed a

fine of Rs75m on the
National Grid Co.
(NGC) and Rs10m on
the Central Power
Purchasing Agency
(CPPA) after a legal
process  spanning
three years.

The fines relate to
misreporting, faulty
forecasts, ~critical
project delays and a
nationwide break-
down. Both compa-
nies were directed to
deposit the fine within
15 days.

Nepra initiated
proceedings after the
CPPA in January
2024 claimed a fuel
cost adjustment based
on an actual pooled
fuel cost of Rs14.602
per unit, a major devia-
tion from the refer-
ence cost of Rs7.4894
per unit set for the fis-
cal year.

“The magnitude
of this deviation,
where the actual fuel
cost was nearly double
the reference fuel cost,

1,000

said these rules would
be applicable on sys-
temic and continuous
soliciting of business
activities or engaging in
interaction through digi-
tal means only to those
YouTubers who have
over 50,000 users a year
or 12,250 ina quarter.
"The threshold for
number of users for the
purposes of these rules
will be over exceeding
50,000 users duringa tax
year or 12,250 users dur-
ing a quarter,” read
these rules. The FBR
said the minimum income
of a person from remu-
nerative social media
content shall be calcu-
lated on the basis of to-
tal remuneration re-
ceived from social media
content and total ex-
penses made, up to
mum of 30% oftotal rev-
enue.

raised serious con-
cerns among stake-
holders and was delib-
erated during the pub-
lic hearing,” Nepra

2
2

The regulator’s
investigation found
that the CPPA failed
to provide accurate
monthly generation
forecasts, specifically
excluding RLNG-
based power genera-
tion for January 2024,
despite take-or-pay
contract obligations.
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Azam Khan dazzles as Kings edge Rawalpindiz to stay unbeaten

NEWS DESK:Azam
Khan produced a blister-
ing half-century that lit
up the Gaddafi Stadium
as Karachi Kings chased
down 198 with five wick-
ets and four balls to
spare against
Rawalpindiz on Thurs-
day night in the HBL Pa-
kistan Super League
‘match here at the Gaddafi
Stadium.

Coming in at num-
ber four with the Kings
needing momentum after
carly losses, the swash-
buckling wicket-keeper-
batter unle-ashed an ex-
plosive 74 off just 34
balls, studded with six
fours and six sixes.

His aggressive
strokeplay, particularly
against the spinners and
pace, turned a challeng-
ing chase into a com-
fortable victory, extend-
ing Karachi’s unbeaten
run in the tournament.

Azam’s innings,
laced with powerful
pulls, sweeps and lofied
drives, culminated in a
memorable display of
clean hitting before he
felln the 18th over.

Prior to Azam’s ar-
rival, the Kings had
made a promising but
stuttering start. Openers
Mohammad Waseem
and David Warner be-
gan cautiously against
Mohammad Amir, with
Waseem striking two
early fours.

Waseem then ex-
ploded, hammering
Naseem Shah for a six
and another maximum in
the third over, racing to
23 off 11 before chop-

ing on to a cutter.

Salman Ali Agha
joined Warner and
showed intent with a six
off Mohammad Amir

Khan, but struggled
against the swing and
bounce, eventually fall-
ing for 29 when he
nicked a reverse-lap at-
tempt off Daryl Mitchell
to Rawa-Ipindiz captain
and  wicket-keeper
Rizwan.

Warner anchored
the innings with a mea-

sured 50 off 36 balls (six
fours and a six), but the
required run-rate hov-
ered around 11 as the

iddle overs pro-
gressed.

At 146 for three in
the 16th over after
Warner’s dismissal to
Mitchell, the game re-
mained in the balance. It

pacer removed Rizwan
early for 21, gloving a
pull to Azam behind the
stumps in the third over.

He returned in the
death to castled Sam Bill-
ings for a fluent 58 off
35 (cight fours and a six)
with a skidding hard-
length ball, and then
bowled Cole McConchie
toleave the visitors reel-
ingat 192 for six.

Khushdil Shah pro-
vided excellent support
with two wickets for 37,
including the key scalps
of Yasir Khan and
Kamran Ghulam.

Mir Hamza, despite
going for 49, picked up
Mitchell for 65 off 41
balls (five fours, three
sixes), while Adam
Zampa and Abbas Afridi
contained the scoring in
patches without taking
wickets.

Rawalpindiz had
made a flying start, rac-
ing to 55 for two in the
powerplay.

Rizwan and Yasir
attacked Moeen Ali’s
opening over for 13
runs, but Hasan’s intro-
duction brought the first
breakthrough.

Abrief collapse saw
them slip to 55 for three,
before Mitchell and Bill-
ings forged a 120-run
partnership that threat-
ened to take the game
away.

Billings, in particu-
lar, entertained with

cheeky reverse sweeps
and powerful hits, reach-
ing his fifty in style.
However, Hasan’s 18th
over proved pivotal, re-
moving Billings and ap-
plying brakes that re-
stricted the final overs to
just 23 runs.

The chase began
under lights  with
Waseem and Warner tak-
ing on Amir. Waseem’s
aggressive approach
yielded quick bound-
aries, but Naseem’s
variations accounted for

War-ner and Agha
steadied the ship, yet
Mitchell’s military-me-
dium pace proved effec-
tive, claiming two wick-
ets including the skipper.

Azam then took
centre stage. His fifty
came off just 29 balls in
the 16th over with a mas-
sive six off McConchie,
followed by another
maximum to keep the
scoreboard ticking.

Even after his depar-
ture, Khushdil remained
not out on five, while
Abbas sealed the win in
dramatic fashion with a
towering six off Mitchell
on the second ball of the
final over.

The win keeps
Karachi Kin-gs as the
only unbeaten side in
the competition, while
Rawal-pindiz continue
their search for a maiden
PSL win.

Hasan Ali starred
with the ball for Karachi,
claiming three wickets
for 24 runs in his four
overs.His disciplined
spell, mixing short-
pitched deliveries with
clever variations, dis-
rupted the Pindiz top or-
der and later cleaned up
the tail.The right-arm

was Azam’s pyrotech-
nics that shifted the mo-
mentum decisively.

Earlier, Rawalpindiz
posteda competitive 197
for six after opting to bat
first, thanks largely to
ageressive middle-order
contributions, though
their innings lost steam
in the death overs.

PSL commiittee rejects Fakhar's appeal

NEWS DESK:The Paki-
stan Super League (PSL)
technical committee has
dismissed an appeal by
Fakhar Zaman, uphold-
ing the two-match ban
imposed on the Lahore
Qalandars batter for ball
tampering, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
confirmed on Thursday.
The 35-year-old
had earlier been sus-
pended for two PSL
matches after being
found guilty of breach-
ing the league’s code of
conduct during Lahore
Qalandars’ narrow four-
wicket defeat to Karachi
Kings on Sunday.
Fakhar subsequently
challenged the decision,
seeking relief from the
sanction, but the appeal
was rejected following
review by the PSL's tech-
nical committee.
accordance
with the Code of Con-
duct, any decision made
by the PSL technical
committee shall be the
full, final and complete
disposition of the matter
and will be bindingon all

Sameer Minhas, Shadab shine
in United’s first win

NEWS DESK:A whirl-
wind knock by young-
ster Sameer Minhas
backed by a superb all-
round display from cap-
tain  Shadab Khan
steered  Islamabad
United to their first vic-
tory of the HBL Pakistan
Super League 11 as they
crushed Quetta Gladia-
tors by eight wickets
here at the Gaddafi Sta-
dium on Thursday.

Chasing 184, Tnited
achieved the target with
10 balls to spare for the
loss of only two wickets
thanks to Sameer’s un-
beaten  career-best
knock of 82 and 69 not
out cracked by Shadab.

United had lost one
match in the ongoing
season while their sec-
ond game was washed
out. For Gladiators, it
was their second loss of
the edition.Shadab, ear-
lier in the day, fared im-
pressively with the
leather (3-33) too to earn
the player-of-the-match
award.

Faisal Afridi grew suspi-
cious and requested the
ball from Haris Rauf. Af-
ter a prolonged discus As a result of the
sion with fellow umpire upheld ban, Fakhar will
Sharfuddoula, the offi- miss Lahore Qalandars”
cials decided to replace upcoming  fixtures
the ball, deeming it to against Multan Sultans
have been tampered on Fridayand Islamabad
with. In addition, Lahore ~ United on April 9.
Qalandars were His absence is ex-
penalised five runs. pected to be a signifi-

The penalty proved cant  blow to  the
decisive in a tense Qalandars’ batting
chase, as Karachi Kings lineup as they look to re-
edged to victory with cover momentum in the
three balls to spare, capi- tournament.

parties,” the PCB said in
an official statement,
leaving no room for fur-
ther appeal.

Fakhar was charged
under Article 41.3 of the
PSL playing conditions,
‘which relates to altering
the condition of the ball
to gain an unfair advan-
tage. The incident oc-
curred late in the match
when the ball passed be-
tween Shaheen Afridi
and Fakhar before the
start of the final over,

On-field umpire

talising on the added
runs in a closely con-
tested finish.

sixes. The scoreboard
read 71-2. The skipper
was  followed by
Khawaja Nafay (18 off|
14) dismissed by slow
left-arm orthodox spin-
ner Imad Wasim in the
11th over which made it
88-3  before Ben
McDermott (three) and
Bevon Jacobs (nought)
were sent back to the hut
on successive balls by
Shadab in the next over.

iators were now
93-5 and a collapse was
on the cards but it was
not to be as Hasan and
Tom Curran (29 not out
0off 22 balls) got together
to stitch a 90-run un-
beaten stand. After post-
ing 100 in 13.1 overs
they changed gears to
touch 150 in 18 overs.
Hasan faced 36 balls and
struck six fours and
three sixes while Curran
hit a couple of fours and
amaximum.

thanks to Hasan
Nawaz’s belligerent 66
not out. However, the to-
tal did not prove enough
in the end.

After skipper Saud
Shakeel (42 off 26) and
Shamyl Hussain (21 off
15) got their team to a
flying start of 50 in just
4.2 overs, the team
dipped in the middle los-
ing five wickets for the
addition of 43 runs in
around seven overs.

Gladiators had
raced to 60-1 in
powerplay after having
lost Sha-myl who was
dismissed by pacer
Salman Irshad in the
fifth over.

Saud’s crucial scalp
was claimed by Shadab
in the ninth over as the
batter failed to play a
slog sweep and was
caught by Haider Ali at
backward point. Saud hit
three fours and as many

runs while cruising to-
wards the target.
Batting in an ag-
gressive mode, the duo
helped their side reach
100 off 11.4 overs.
Sameer completed the
fifty injust 32 balls while
Shadab reached his off
just29.

Sameer faced just 48
balls striking eight fours
and three sixes while
Shadab plundered five
fours and four sixes dur-
ing his 39-ball blast.

The pair then raced
to 150 0ff 15.4 overs mak-
ing the target look much

ier and completed
their 100-run stand off
mere 57 balls.

For Gladiators,
Abrar was took two
wickets for 29 runs while
the rest struggled.

Earlier after electing
to bat first, Gladiators
posted 183-5 off the
stipulated 20 overs

United lost opener
Devon Conway (18 off
19 balls), caught by
Ahmed Daniyal at short
third man off mystery
spinner Abrar Ahmed, as
United ended powerplay
atasolid 58-1.

Andries Gous (two)
was cleaned up by Abrar
in the seventh over to
leave United at 61-2 in
the seventh over.

At this stage,
opener Sameer and
Shadab took charge to
make sure they do not
lose any more wickets as
they built a match-win-
ning partnership of 128

Barca reach WCL semifinals

NEWSDESK: bound after Misa
Barcelona demolished Rodriguez saved from
rivals Real Madrid 6-0 Ewa Pajor.That set
to progress to the Barca on their way to
women's Champions beating Clasico rivals
League semi-finals 12- Madrid for a sixth time
2 on aggregate. this season. They have

Alexia Putellas scored 25 goals in the
shone for the Catalan process against only
giants on her 500t ap- two conceded.
pearance for the club in Graham Hansen
their first game at the swiftly added the sec-
rebuilt Camp Nou, ond for the Liga F lead-
building on their 6-2 ers with a header from
quarter-final first leg a Putellas cross.
victory. Irene Paredes nod-

Three-time win- ded home from a cor-
ners Barca reached an ner for Barca's third,
eighth consecutive just as she had done in
semi-final, with winger the first leg, as Madrid
Caroline  Graham crumbled.

Hansen netting twice Polish striker Pajor
and Putellas also on the grabbed the fourth with
scoresheet in the rout. a close-range finish af-

Pere  Romeu's
dominant side, runners-
up to Arsenal last year,
will face Bayern
Munich in the semi-fi-
nals after the German
side knocked out
Manchester United on
Wednesday.

Despite missing
key player and long-
term absentee Aitana
Bonmati, Barca put on
a tour de force to en-
tertain a 60,000-strong
crowd, the fourth-
highesl attendance in
the  competition's

Italy's football chief resigns after
World Cup disaster

NEWS DESK:The head
ofItaly's football federa-
tion (FIGC) resigned on
Thursday, falling on his
sword after the men's na-
tional team failed to
qualify for the World
Cup for a third consecu-
tive time.

Gabriele Gravina re-
vealed he would step
down as the country's
top football official fol-
lowing a meeting held at
the FIGC's headquarters
in Rome on Thursday.

His announcement
came a day after Sport
Minister Andrea Abodi
called on him to resign.

Four-time World
Cup winners Italy fell at
the play-offs again on
Tuesday, this time after
a penalty shoot-out
against Bosnia and
Hercegovina, and will
‘miss this summer's finals
in the United States,
Canada and Mexico.

The shock waves
of the latest humiliation
for one of the world's
most successful football
nations forced Gravina,
72, to go back on
tial plans to wait until a
FIGC board meeting next
week to announce a de-
cision on his future.

The FIGC said ina
statement that a vote for
a new president would
be held on June 22.

history."We did a good
job last week as a team,
to be able to come here
today (with the lead)
and we wanted to put
on a good game for all
the fans who came,"
Graham Hansen told
TV3."We wanted to
enjoy our return to
Camp Nou with the
fans and the six goals
helps send everyone
home happ;
It obvmusly helps
when you have 60,000,
80,000 or 90,000 fans
because they support
you and help you sink
the opposition."”
Two-time Ballon
d'Or winner Putellas
put Barca ahead early
on, turning home a re-

ter Rodriguez struggled
to push away a header.

Athenea del
Castillo poked wide for
Madrid shortly before
half-time, spurning her
team's best chance.

Norwegian winger
Graham Hansen netted
Barca's fifth early in
the second half, turn-
ing away from her
marker and producing
a fine lofted finish.

Pajor and Graham
Hansen wasted further
openings as Barca con-
tinued to dominate,
with Esmee Brugts
notching the sixth with
a tap-in after a neat
move involving Patri
Guijarro and Clara
Serrajordi.

clear that Italian football
needs to be rebuilt from
the ground up and that
starts with changes at
the top of the FIGC."
That came a day af-
ter Gravina had hit out

head of the Italian Olym-
pic Committee who was
president of the Milan
Cortina Winter Olympics
organisation committee,
is reportedly one of the
names in the hat.

Before then, head
coach Gennaro Gattuso
is expected to also step
down,

while general man-
ager Gianluigi Buffon,
the former Italy goal-
keeper, announced his
resignation on Thurs-

reign was ltaly's thrilling
triumph at Euro 2020,
when an Azzurri team
under Roberto Mancini,
which went unbeaten for
37 matches, beat En-
gland at Wembley to be
crowned kings of the
continent for the second
time.
ting Italian football "is in
a profound crisis".
UEFA threat
Gravina was elected
FIGC president in Octo-
ber 2018, becoming the
permanent replacement
for Carlo Tavecchio,
who stepped down fol-
lowing Italy's first World

But two World Cup
qualification failures and
a dismal defence of the
European title left
Gravina with little choice
but to resign as Italy's
football woes deepen.
And those do not
just relate to diminishing
performances by the na-
tional team and Serie A
clubs - none of whom

lay.

Italy's failure to
reach the first ever 48-
team World Cup - which
will feature the likes of
Cape Verde and Curacao

Cup play-off defeat to
Sweden the previous

--led Abodi to release a
statement saying: "It's

Giovanni Malago,
the former long-time

have won the Champi-

“"“Ihe highlight ofhis ~ ons League since 2010,
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Sindh announces Rs2,000 for bikers as part of fuel subsidy; Punjab
makes public transportation free

NEWSDESK: TheSindh  press conference, the
and Punjab govern- chiefminister, referring
ments announced relief to the recent fuel hike,
measures on Friday, a maintained that the gov-
day after the Centre an- ernment had to take “dif-
nounced an unprec- ficult decisions”.
edented increase of 43 “For three weeks,
per cent and 55pcin the the prime minister did
prices of petrol and not increase the cost of
high-speed diesel (HSD), ~ fuel; however, the policy
respectively, to cushion had both advantages
the impact of global oil and disadvantages,”
price shocks amid the CM Murad said, noting
US-Israel waron Iran.  that the blanket subsidy
The Sindh govern- - was benefiting the “rich
ment also announced and poor alike”.
support for small-scale He recalled that the
farmers, while the International Monetary
Punjab government said  Fund (IMF) also high-
it was introducing a tar-  lighted the need for “tar-
geted monthly subsidy geted subsidies”. He
for transporters. said the federal govern-
At the same time, ment, along with the
public transport in the provincial governments,
federal capital was also held consultations and
made free for thenext 30 developed a “one-
days, starting from Sat- month regimen, which
urday.

As for public trans-  statement.
port in the province, the She said it was a
chief minister said that major relief package for
authorities have been the people of Punjab in
directed to keep the view of the ongoing glo-
charges unchanged, bal crisis. She added
“whether inter-city or that it was also part of
intra-city”. the implementation of

However, he added Prime Minister Shehbaz
that the directive did not ~ Sharif’s national savings
extend to ride-hailing and austerity
applications and taxis. programme across the
The chief minister province. The Punjab
vowed that the govern- CM said the government
ment “will ensure that had also decided to pro-
public transport fares vide cash support for the
remain the same despite  protection of agriculture,
the fuel hike”. food, and farmers.

He also announced “A subsidy of
that railway fares will re-  Rs100 per litre of diesel
‘main unchanged across per acre will be provided
the country, with the to farmers. It has also
cost to be borne by the been decided to provide
federal government. a subsidy to motorcy-

Punjab, Islamabad clists — every regi
announce free public tered bike owner will re-
transport Meanwhile, ceive a subsi

has four components™. _ b | o - the Punjab government on 20 litres,

Sindh announces Under one of the owners Rs2,000 per ay  for small le farmers, Murad said that the announced that free Thc(,Mpnuscdlhc
fuel subsidy for motor- components, he said it month as part of the fuel a ser-  stating that farmers with provinces, in consulta- public transport would ~prime minister for main-
cyclists was decided that motor-  subsidy. ices. land less than 25 acres ~tion with the Centre, had be provided to the taining the supply and

In a press confer- cyclists should be “The excise depart- “Go to the excise will be givenRs1,500 per ~decided on relieffor pub- people on intra-city prices of petroleum
ence in Karachi, Sindh “shielded from the menthas plcparcddn ap- department’s website acre. He expressed faith lic transport and goods routes ss the prov-  products in Pakistan for
Chicf MinisterMurad Ali hike,” resulting in the ~plication,” he said, add- andc ck if your vehicle  that the subsidy will be  transport as well, of up ince. “Citizens will not one month despite the

hah announced the Rs100 subsidy, which ing that once registered, able to “compensate for toRs100,000. have to purchase tickets global cri

Sindh government will was announced a day the owners will receive your CNIC number,” he  the cost of diesel”. He said the scheme  while travelling on pub- “By providing relief
provide motorcyclists ~earlier. the funds “between said. CM Murad added “We can begin the will be administered by lic transport — Orange worth billions of rupees
Rs2,000 as part of a fuel In that regard, the April 15-20” as targeted  that the application will  transfers from tomor- the federal government Line Train, Metro Bus within a month, PM
subsidy under a scheme chief minister said that ~support for bikers. be available in three row,” he added. and implcmcnlcd na- Service, Speedo Busand =~ Shehbaz Sharifhas made

unveiled by the federal the provincial govern- He urged bike own-  days. Detailing the third tionwide “to provide Green Electric Bus,” a sincere and strong ef-
government a day earlier. ment will be providing ers to get their vehicle The chief minister component of the tar- suppon for smaller prov-  Punjab Chief Minister fort to protect the pub-
At the outset of the registered motorcycle registered “under their also announced support geted subsidy, CM inces” Maryam Nawaz saidina lic from hardships.

Govt withdraws increase in toll Imran, Bushra move IHC to fix appeals in
taxes on national highways Toshakhana-I, £190m cases

NEWS DESK: The gov-  tion by the NHA to this country. The minister
ernment on Thursday effect was also shared emphasised that the M-
withdrew the increase in by the 10 will be an

toll taxes, freezingall ad- - ministry on the social = 8-lane project, essential

NEWS DESK: Former pended the sentences months, most notably that the National Ac- their inability to meet
Prime Minister Imran handed out to the former after his eye ailment countability Bureau with their legal counsel
Khan and his wife, prime minister and his cameto light carlier this (NAB) has employed i Adiala Jail.

istry o Bushra Bibi, on Friday spouse year. The 54-year-old “procedural  Secking directions
Justments for the current - mediaplatform X, -+ for strengthening port |, jached  th The petitions sub- Bushra was deseribed a5 manoeuvring”and “dila- for the jail superinten-

};e decision was had reported that the gesting m}'ban heavy | Islamabad High Lourt mitted todayargued that  a “parda-nasheen” lady tory tactics” to frustrate ~ dent to facilitate “imme-
aken e bk lonclie, A o osounacd oy St (IHC) secking the urgent _the trial court's judg-  with no history of hold-  the proceedings. diate and unhindered”

fixation of their appeals ment was passed with- ing public office, assert- It further stated that meetings, Imran’s peti-
to set aside the convic- out the “proper applica- ing that she has been despite the court’s or- tion argues that the de-
tion in the Toshakhana I tion of judicial mmd" implicated solely due to  ders to fix the applica- nial of visitation rights
case and to suspend the and suffers froma * ;cn» her marital relationship. ~ tion, the matter has been is a violation of Articles

view meeting of the Na-  increase in toll tax on na- He directed the
tional Highway Author- tional highways and NHA toimmediately en-
ity (NHA), chaired by motorways, which were ~gage international con-
Minister for Communi- totake effect from April - sultants and top-tier en-

cations Abdul Aleem 1. According to the offi- gincers for sentencein the £190mil- ous misreading and Ina separate move, - repeatedlyadjourned on 9 (no person shall be de-
Khan, to align national cial notification, under studies and preliminary | lion corruption case, cit-  non-reading of material - Bushra also filed an ap- various pretexts, includ- ~prived of life or liberty
infiasiructure goals with the new tall structure.  work to ensure the high, | ¢ “inordinate delays™ evidence”. plication seekinga deci-  ing the non-availability - save in accordance with
immediate public relief.  charges for cars on na. est standards, the hand. | and “dilatory tactics™ by The petitions also sion on the merits re- of prosecutors or re- law), .
“Acting on the spe- tional highways were to ot said. y the prosecution. highlighted Imran’s garding her plea for the ~quests for more time to~ 10-A (right to fair
cial directives of Prime be Rs 70, while vans "The project will in- On March 31, the medical condition, spe- suspension of her sen- prepare. ~ trial), and 14 the dignity
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, would be charged Rs clude modetn rest areas | IHC adjourned the hear- _cifically “right central ~tence in the Al-Qadir The plea main- of man and the privacy
the minister used the 150 and buses Rs 250. and shopping facilities | 1% of the suspension of retinal vein occlusion,” Trust case. tained that Bushra has of the home shall be i

sentence applications noting that the neces- The application already served over a
filed by Imran and sarytreatmentis unavail- noted that her plea un- year of her seven-year tution,

Bushra in the £190 mil-  able within the premises ~ der Section 426 CrPC sentence and, as a fe- Meanwhile, in a
lion Al-Qadir Trust case ~ of Adiala Jail. had been pending for male accused, is entitled separate application,
after the defence coun- It should be men- over ten months, with to statutory leniency. lead counsel Barrister
sel sought time to obtain  tioned that the former notices originally issued Both Imran and Salman Safdar stated
fresh instructions from premier’s health has gar- - on May 15, 2025. Bushra also raised seri- that he has been denied
his clients. nered attention in recent The petition alleged  ous concerns regarding access to his clients for

In a series of peti- ¥ approximately three
tions filed under Section ‘months, making it impx
561-A of the Code of sible to obtain “fresh i
Criminal Procedure structions™ to proceed
(CrPC), the couple has with the main appeals.
also requested that the Last year, the IHC
court direct the jail au- had allowed Imran twice-
thorities to facilitate un- a-week meetings — on
hindered meetings with Tuesdays and Thurs-
their legal team for nec- days — with his family,
essary consultations. lawyers and other asso-

iti ciates. Despite the order,
the ex-premier has not
been largely restricted
from meeting visitors for
several weeks.

The petition, filed
through a legal team in-
cludmg Safdar, Salman

\ja, and Barris-
ter A]l Zafar, also
emphasised that “justice
should not only be done
but also be seen to be
done,” urging the IHC to
ensure the expeditious
disposal of these matters
to prcvcm “irreparable
loss’

ion to officially re- Two- and three-axle developed every 10 km violable) of the Consti-

scind the 25 per cent trucks would face a toll ~along the motorway to
quarterly increase in toll ~ of Rs 300, and larger further modernise the
taxes, freezingall adjust- trucks would be charged ~ travel experience and
ments for the 2025-26 Rs550. stimulate local trade.
fiscal year,” it said. During the briefing During the session,
According to state- on Friday, the communi-  Khan dismissed claims
run APP, the minister di-  cation minister also out-  of the NHA’s financial

their appeal filed loddy,
sought the early fixation
of appeals of the couple
against conviction for
final adjudication.

These appeals chal-
lenged the judgment de-
livered on January
2024, by the Account-
ability Court No. 1,
Islamabad, which con-
victed the couple in the
Toshakhana I case and
sentenced them to 14
years in Adiala Jail.

However, in April,
2024, the THC sus-

NA surrenders over Rs470m into national exchequer to

support govt’s austerity drive
NEWS DESK: The sources,” added the duced wide-ranging The NA Secre- hicles have been

National Assembly statement. steps to reduce fuel tariat added that a grounded to save fuel
B REAKI N G N Ews has  “surrendered The development consumption, including ~ plan has been mapped and energy,” it added.
Rs472.1 million”tothe came after PM a four-day working out to achieve overall It further stated
treasury as part of Shehbaz announced a week for government savings of up to Rs2 that the “National As-
Prime Minister host of austerity mea- offices, a 50 per cent billion through sembly Secretariat
Shehbaz Sharif’s aus- sures to conserve fuel reduction in fuel allo- rationalised expendi- meeting its electricity
terity measures, said a in view of the global cation for official ve- ture and enhanced re- needs through the
statement by the NA  fuel ci triggeredby hicles, and work- source management Green Parliament So-
Secretariat on Friday. the US-Isracl war on from-home arrange- over the remainder of lar System*.
The statement Iran. ments for half of the the fiscal year. To further reduce
said that austerity As part of the staffin public and pri- “Following the expenses,200 employ-
measures in the lower contingency plan, the vate offices, excluding speaker’s directive, ees of the secretariat
house were being car- government intro- essential services. 75pc of official are on duty at the NA,
ried out under the di- added the statement.

rected the NHA to with-  lined the government’s

draw its notification long-term vision, declar- e”,

sued on April 1 and halt ing the Karachi Port- that the authonty was
the increase that was Hyderabad M-10 strictly focused on sus-
scheduled to take effect Motorway as the “eco- tainable and high-stan-
from April 5. Anotifica- nomic lifeline” of the dard projects.

QUETTA

rectives  of NA % 5 7 - 3 “Further contribu-
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq. - = 2 . N tions to the National

“In compliance e - - - 2 Treasury are expected
with austerity direc- . ke . o as these cost-saving

- . tives and in support of £ s . 1 4 initiatives continue to
Pakistan Treek-e-Insaf Balochistan |Hwistyssaeg e J be implemented and

the secretariat has ef- = {1t v | expanded.”

ann?unces qutESt . fected a Rs21 million 3 (hi: ? Earlier in March,

demonstrations against fuel prices |PYSUSETYE TN ] Senate  Chairman

ries of Members of Yousuf Raza Gilani

PTI Balochistan says people have not taken to the the National Assem- : 1 r " approved the surren-

streets yet but party is planning strong demonstrations bly, which has been 4 : f der of the Rs265 mil-

as patrol hits Rs 458 per litre and HSD Rs 520 per litro deposited into the T - - : lion to the national ex-

amid Ir1r||an fuel supply disruptions Prime Minister’s Aus- == chequer in efforts to

terity Fund 2026 to fur- g : support the

LIVE ther contribute to na- : . : government’s auster-
N e R S i L e el | tional financial re- ity drive.
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