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Islamabad Negotiations 2026: US and Iran Sit Down in
Pakistan’s Capital for High-Stakes Peace Talks

SYEDALISHAH,
ZEESHANAHMED:

Islamab. The streets of
Pakistan’s capital are quieter than
usual today, but the air is thick
with anticipation.

After weeks of frantic back-
channel diplomacy, high-level
delegations from the United
States and Iran have begun arriv-
ing in Islamabad for face-to-face
talks aimed at turning a fragile
two-week ceasefire intoa lasting
peace agreement.

Pakistan, often thrust into
ight for T

than triumphs, has emerged as the
unlikely but trusted host.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif personally extended the in-
vitation to both sides just days
after helping broker the tempo-
rary truce that paused open con-
flict. The goal i simple yet monu-
mental: settle disputes, stabilise
the region, and prevent further
escalation that has already rattled
global oil markets and raised fears
across the Middle East.

US Vice President JD Vance
is leading the American team,
joined by senior advisers. On the
Iranian side, Parliament Speaker

spotl ather

Bager Qalibaf and

Forcign Minister Abbas Araghchi
are heading the delegation. For-
mal negotiations are expected to
kick off over the weekend, build-
ing on Iran’s 10-point proposal
that includes sanctions relief and
security guarantees.

For ordinary Pakistanis, the
moment feels deeply personal.
Families in Rawalpindi and
Islamabad watched armoured
convoys roll through cordoned
streets this morning.

Shopkeepers near the Red
Zone say they're hopeful a stable
region could finally bring down
fuel prices and open new trade
doors. “We’ve scen enough

wars,” one resident told report-
ers. “If Pakistan can help bring
peace, it’s something our children
will remember.””

Security is unprecedented.
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
has ordered a near-total
lockdown, public holiday, traffic
diversions, and round-the-clock
readiness at hospitals.

Visa-on-arrival facilities have
been fast-tracked for delegates
and journalists to keep the focus
on substance, not logistics.

Challenges remain real. Fresh
reports of tensions in Lebanon
and mixed signals from Tehran
have added uncertainty.

Yet both sides have shown
willingness to talk, and
Islamabad’s quiet efforts—
backed by China, Saudi Arabia,
and others—have already deliv-
ered the first ceasefire in months.

As delegations settle in be-
hind closed doors, the world is
watching.

For Pakistan, this is more
than hosting talks—it’s a chance
to prove that diplomacy born in
our capital can reshape the future
of an entire region.

‘What do you think these ne-
gotiations mean for Pakistan and
the Middle East? Share your
views in the comments.

Gas Pipeline Blown Up Near Sibi Teaching
~ Hospital, Supply Disrupted

Nashad Baloch:

Sibi, Balochistan — Unknown
accused used explosives
to blow up a gas pipeline
close to the Sibi Teaching
Hospital on

Friday, damaging the line and
affecting gas supply to the

area.

According to police sources,
the blast targeted a 4-inch
diameter gas pipeline near
the hospital.

The explosion damaged around
two feet of

the pipe and also hit the main
valve that supplies gas to
the surrounding
neighbourhoods.

Fortunately, no one was injured
in the incident.

However, the blast has badly
disrupted gas supply to lo-
cal residents.

Police and security personnel
quickly reached the site
and have begun investigat-
ing the attack.

Teams are currently assessing
the damage and working
to repair

the pipeline so that gas can be

restored as soon as pos-
sible.

This is the latest incident of its

attacks on

kind in Balochistan, where gas infrastructure have been

reported several times in
the past.

ADB Revises
Pakistan GDP
Growth to 3.5%
Amid Rising
Global Risks
WEB DES

The Asian Development Bank
(ADB) has updated
Pakistan’s economic out-
look, projecting GDP
growth at 3.5% for the on-
going fiscal year, reflect-
ing gradual recovery and
improved macroeconomic
stability. However, the
bank has cautioned that
global uncertainty, particu-
larly ongoing tensions in
the Middle East, could cre-
ate significant economic
challenges.In its latest
Asian Development Out-
look (April 2026), ADB in-
dicated that Pakistan’s
economy is on a recovery
path, with growth ex-
pected to further acceler-
ate to 4.5% in FY2027.

The upward revision is driven

by a rebound in manufac

R

turing activity and re-
newed investment trends,
supported by ongoing
structural reforms.
Despite these gains, the report
isks to

flagged serious s to the
outlook, including inflation-
ary pressures, fiscal con-
straints, and vulnerabilities
in the external sector.

The earlier growth estimate for
the current fiscal year
stood at 3%, showing a
notable upward revision.

ADB Country Director Emma
Fan stated that Pakistan
has made progress in
stabilising its economy un-
der challenging global con-
ditions.

She emph: d that sustained
reform implementation will
be key to maintaining
growth momentum and
strengthening financial
buffers against external
shocks.

The report forecasts average
inflation at 6.4% in
FY2026 and 6.5% in
FY2027, largely due to ris-
ing global oil prices and dis-
ruptions in supply chains
caused by the Middle East
crisis.

Given Pakistan’s heavy reli-
ance on energy imports,
these factors are likely to
intensify economic
pressures.The central
bank is expected to adopt
a cautious approach to-
ward monetary easing to
keep inflation within its tar-
get range of 5% to 7%.

ADB also warned that pro-
longed instability in the
Middle East could nega-
tively impact Pakistan’s
economy by increasing
fuel and fertiliser costs,
slowing industrial and ag-
ricultural productivity, re-
ducing remittance inflows,
and widening the current
account deficit.

The report underlined the im-
portance of continuing
economic reforms to en-
sure long-term stability and
inclusive growth.

A recovery in private sector in-
vestment, a stable ex-
change rate, and govern-
ment incentives, particu-
larly in construction and
post-flood rehabilitation,
are expected to support
economic expansion in the
near term.
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Balochistan High Court
Opens the Doors of Justice
Wider Than Ever Before

Long queues, pro-
cedural delays, and
administrative hurdles
made the process dif-
ficult, especially for
people from remote
districts of the prov-
ince.

With digital com-
munication now for-
mally integrated, citi-
zens, litigants, and
counsel will be able to
request and access

copies far
more easily.

This single step
reduces barriers that
have existed for years
and ensures that jus-
tice is not only done —
but also seen to be
done.

Equally important
is the ability for citi-
zens to file complaints
directly against lower
judiciary officials or
court staff if they face

Editori:
The Balochistan High
Court’s latest initiative
— introducing a dedi-
cated WhatsApp num-
ber and email address
for public complaints
— marks a meaning-
ful shift toward open-
ness, accessibility, and
public empowerment
within the judicial sys-
tem.

This is notjust a

misconduct, delays, or
unfair  treatment.
Many people lacked
the courage, re-
sources, or channels to
raise such concerns.

This mechanism
now provides them a
safe and accessible
option, reinforcing the
idea that justice is a
right, not a privilege.

The Balochistan
High Court deserves
for taking
a forward-looking ap-
proach to judicial
transparency.

By embracing
technology, the court
has empowered the
public, strengthened
accountability, and
made justice more ap-
proachable for mil-
lions. This is a good
step — one that brings
the judiciary closer to
the people it serves.

an invitation for cm-
zens to engage di-
rectly with the justice
system in ways that
were previously diffi-
cult, time-consuming,
and often intimidating.

For decades, ob-
taining certified copies
of court judgments
was a frustrating or-
deal for clients and
even for experienced
lawyers.

Forced Marriage in Islam: A Clear
Violation of Women’s Rights and
Human Dignity

ByMusavirDurrani:
Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make
consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-

id).

The Qur’an
Clearly Forbids
F o r ¢ e

Marriages.Allah
states in Surah An-
Nisa:“O you who be-
lieve, it 1s not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”(Qur’an 4:19)

This verse was
revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic  Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid.

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)
complaining that her
father had married
herwithout her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-

sent is mandatory.
Hadith  Refer-
ences: Sahih al-
Bukhari, Hadith 5138.
Sahih Muslim, Hadith
1419.
These narrations

advise,but they have
absolutelyno power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they“know what is
best,” they cannot

dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”When a
girl is forced into a
marriage, pressured
emotionally, or told she
has no other choice,
we destroyher life

riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even
emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under

all confirm that the override the choice of fear, pressure, or while she is still alive.
Prophet (PBUH) al- their daughter or son. threats This is the new form
lowed the woman to The final decision al- isinvalid (Batil)in of burying women

ways
belongs to the per-
son getting married.
Statements such
as: “If you don’t marry
this one, who will
marry you?”. “You
have no choice.” “Do
it forfamily honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”These are
pure emotional ma-
nipulation, and Islam
does not allow it. Emo-
tional or Psychological
Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-

alive, and Islam came
to end thisinjustice
completely.Forced
marriage has no place
in Islam. It is against
the Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
thedignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but nevercontrol
or force marriage
decisions.“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”.

annul her forced mar-
riage.

One narration
even states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that
fathershave no right to
force their daughters.

Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.

Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and

Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet  (PBUH)
annulledmarriages
done without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
‘Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women  in  the
ground,we bury their

How Al Is Making Modern Production Smarter and Faster

tracking,
llghlmg adjustments,
and virtual set design.
Finally, in post-produc-
tion, if streamlines edit-
ing, color correction,
sound design, and even
creates advanced visual
effects.

Major studios such
as Netflix and Warner
Bros. are now using Al-
driven tools to analyze
audience preferences,
optimize workflows, and
enhance storyte]lmg As
a result, Al has shifted
from being a simple tech-
nical assistant to becom-
ing an essential force
shaping the future of
modern media produc-
tion.

Why Production
Houses Are Turning to
Al

Production houses
are facing rising costs
and tighter schedules.
Keeping up with dead-
lines while staying cre-
ative has become a ma-
jor challenge. To stay
efficient, many studios
are now using Al to
manage time and60% of
post-production studios
utilize Al-powered edit-
ing tools to reduce edit-
ing time. reduce ex-
penses. This trend is
growing rapidly as the
global Al in media and
entertainment market is

Al is changing the way
we create and collabo-
rate, with 41% 1 of
brands already using it
for video production.
Production teams now
have to create more con-
tent faster than ever.
Staying on track while
keeping ideas fresh is a
daily challenge. AI is
changing how produc-
tion teams plan, shoot,
and edit. It’s making the
process faster, smarter,
and more creative.

As the need for
faster content grows, Al
is becoming a key tool
in modern studios. It
helps creators stay up to
date with new trends and
what audiences want.
Studios are using Al to
work faster and save
money. According to
Deloitte’s2 2024 report,
42% of executives say it
boosts efficiency and
productivity.

Let’s explore how Al
is changing production
from planning to editing.
You’ll learn how it saves
time, cuts costs, and
booss creativity. By the
end, you'll see how it’s
‘making modern produc-
tion smarter and faster.

The Evolution of A
in Media Production

Alin media produc-
tion has evolved rapidly
over the years, Initially,
it served as a basic tool
for handling repetitive
tasks such as video ed-
iting, adding visual ef-
fects, and creating com-
puter_graphics. Over
time, it has transformed
into a powerful creative
partner that now sup-
ports teams at every
stage of production.

Tn the beginning, AT
was mainly used for CGL,
video automation, and

—_—
Houses Are Using Al
Alis changing how
production houses work
from start to finish. It
supports every stage of
filmmaking, from plan-
projected to reach $34.1 and shooting to
billion3 by 2027. iting and final
The demand for delivery.In Pre-
quick content is also in-  ProductionAl is making
creasing. the pre-production
Streaming plat-  stage faster and more
forms competetorelease  creative. Writers now
new shows faster, put- use tools like ChatGPT,
ting pressure on pmduc- Jasper, and Sudowrite to
tion teams. At the same draft scripts or explore
time, 65% of advertising ~ story ideas. In fact, 60%
agencies arc already us-  offilm studios are explor-
ing Al tools for content ing I-driven
creation, showing how  scriptwriting tools to

see how scenes might
look before filming be-
gins. This makes plan-
ning smoother and re-
duces the need for
costly revisions later.
Alis also improving
casting and budgeting.
Some fools analyze data
to predict how well an
actor will connect with
audiences. Al software
like  Celtx  and
StudioBinder helps plan
budgets and schedules.
These tools make it
easier for studios to
manage costs, track
spending, and stay on
time.In Pmducuon

quickly the industry is speed up
adapting to new tech- and script development.
nology. There is also a These tools help gener-
shortage of skilled post- ate dialogue, plot twists.
production profession- and creative concepts in
als. Al tools step in to minutes, saving time
handle repetitive work ~while keeping creativity
like cutting scenes or flowing.
syncing dialogue. This Smryboardmg and
gives creative teams concept visualization
more time to focus on have also become easier.
storytelling and innova- Tools like Midjourney,
tion while keeping Runway ML, and Pika
projects on schedule
and within budget.

ow Production

voice synthesis. These
tools helped save time
but still required signifi-
cant human input. Today,
Al plays an active roie
across pre-production,
production, and post-
production, making the
entire process more effi-
cient and consistent.
During pre-produc-
tion, it assists with
scriptwriting, budget-
ing, and storyboarding.
In production, it en-

Labs turn written ideas
into visuals, helping di-
rectors and producers

Al i
the way films are shot o
set. For example, Al-
powered cameras can
automatically track ac-
tors, adjust framing, and
optimize lighting in real
time. This helps direc-
tors capture perfect
shots faster and reduces
the need for repeated
takes. According to
MarketsandMarkets4,
the use of Al cameras in
film production is ex-
pected to grow by 22%

The founders
wanted a smarter Al-
based way to grade
crops.

Working with the
Australian Institute for
Machine Learning
(AIML), they built A
software that could ana-
lyze grain samples in sec-
onds. Their system re-
duced testing time from
24 minutes tojust 90 sec-
onds and achieved 98%
accuracy. This made the
grain supply chain faster
and more reliable.

In 2024, Cropify
raised $2 million AUD
from investors to expand
its technology. Their
success proved that Al
can bring real value to
agriculture by making
testing fairer, faster, and
more consistent.
Falkiner advises busi-
nesses to focus on real
problems first and then
see if Alis the right so-

showing how much it
improves efficiency.

Al also helps with
versioning and distribu-
tion. It can create mul-
tiple edits for different
platforms like social me-

ia, TV, or YouTube
Shorts. This allows stu-
dios to repurpose con-
tent easily and deliver it
quickly. Overall, Al
makes post-production
faster, more precise, and
more creative.

Case Studies: How
Al Is Shaping Modern
Production

Case Study 1:
Netflix Builds a Cloud-
Based VFX Studio

Netflix, one of the
biggest entertainment
companies in the world,
began producing its
own content in 2012. To
make collaboration
easier, the company
wanted to create a vi-
sual effects (VFX) stu-

dio in the cloud. This lution.
would let artists from Case Study 3:
different countries work What’s ext

Entertainment’s Use of
Al in Creative Produc-
tion

‘What’s Next Enter-
tainment is redefining
how film production
teams approach creativ-
ity and pre-production.
To make their workflow
smoother and boost cre-
ative output, the com-
pany uses Al tools like
Midjourney an,
ChatGPT in its daily pro-
cess.

During the early
stages of filmmaking,
the team  uses
Midjourney for
storyboarding and vi-
sual exploration. It helps
them create detailed vi-
sual references, test
color palettes, and
;ha ¢ the overall look

feel of each scene
before production be-
gins. This saves time

together without being
limited by location.

Using NICE DCV
and Amazon EC2 G4 in-
stances, Netflix built
fast and secure remote
workstations. These
cloud tools allowed art-
ists to edit, animate, and
render with high- qualny
visuals while keeping
performance smooth.
The system helped
Netflix move from test-
ing to full production in
just one year.

By using AWS,
Netflix reduced costs
and technical barriers
for creators. The com-
pany could now attract
top VFX and animation
talent from anywhere in
the world. This innova-
tion showed how cloud
and Al tools can trans-
form modern film pro-
duction.

annually by 2027,

Virtual production
is becoming more com-
mon. Tools like Unreal
Engine and NVIDIA
Omniverse allow film-
makers to create realis-
tic digital environments
before filming begins.
These virtual sets save
time, cut costs, and give
teams more creative free-
dom, especially for large-
scale or  fantasy
projects.

Al supports crews
during filming, Voice rec-
ognition systems can
follow script lines or ad-
just camera settings
through simple voice
commands.

As a result, on-set

like cutting, syncing, and
scene detection. Smart
apps can identify key
moments and streamline
workflows, helping edi-
tors focus on
storytelling.

Al also improves
color grading and sound
editing. It can automati-
cally balance colors, re-
fine lighting, remove
background noise, and
sync soundtracks. Even
some free tools can ap-
ply complex color grad-
ing for a consistent look.
These features save time
and make the final prod-
uct  polished _and
professional.In addition,
Al enhances VFX, CGL,
and localization. It re-

work becomes smoother, moves green screens, Case Study 2: andimproves collabora-
and the crew can focus  fills missing frames, and Cropify’s Al Innovation tion among directors,
more on storytelling generates realistic ef- in Grain Grading designers, and cinema-
rather than technical de- fects quickly. Voice tools In South Australia, (ographem

tai like Resemble.ai and Anna Falkiner and An- nwhile,

drew Hannon founded
Cropify to make grain
testing faster and more
accurate. Traditional
testing relied on human
inspection, which often
caused mistakes and
disagreements.

In Post-Production
This phase gets a
big boost FomAL espe-
cially in editing and
sound design. Tools like
Runway ML, Adobe Pre-
miere Pro Al, and
Descript automate tasks

ca
Cha&GPT supports ide-
ation and research. The
team uses it to study
brands, conduct com-
petitive analysis, and
refine their sentence
structures and ideas for
better storytelling.

ElevenLabs speed up
dubbing and transla-
tions for multiple lan-
guages.

The use of Al in
video editing has re-
duced production time
by an average of 30%,
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Britain accuses Russia of ‘covert’ op in North Atlantic

NEWS DESK:Britain
said on Thursday it had
tracked and deterred
three Russian subma-
rines on an alleged
‘month-long “covert op-
eration” in UK waters in
the North Atlantic near
vital undersea cables
and pipelines.
Disclosing details
ofthe joint mission with
Norway and other un-
specified allies, British
Defence Secretary John
Healeysaid there was no
evidence the Russian
vessels had damaged
the subsea
infrastructure. The UK
minister said he was re-
vealing the operation,
which involved British
warships and military
aircraft, to “call out this
Russian activity” and
send Russian President
Vladimir Putin a
message.“We see your
activity over our cables
and our pipelines and
you should know that
any attempt to damage
them will not be toler-
ated and will have sen»
ous consequences,” he
told a Downing Street
news conference.
Healey said he had
deployed Britain’s armed
forces “to track and to
deter any malign activ-
ity by these vessels”,
adding Putin’s purpuse
was “Secret operations

Deep Sea Research
(GUGI), the UK’s Minis-
try of Defence (MoD)
5aid.GUGI is among
Russia’s most secret fa-
cilities, responsible for
sub-surface ocean moni-
toring and atomic-pow-

that remain undetected
over our critical
infrastructure”.“We’ve
exposed those covert
operations. We’ve made
clear to him and his sub-
marines that we’ve
watched them every

step of the way.”

Britain and its allics
tracked an Akula-class
Russian nuclear-pow-
ered attack submarine
and two specialist sub-
marines from Russia’s
Main Directorate of

North Atlantic,” he
noted, with UK warships
dropping sonar buoys
“to demonstrate to them
that  we  were
monitoring”.“We
wanted to ensure that
we could warn them that
their covert operation
had been exposed and
reduce the risk that they
may attempt any action
that could damage our
pipelines or our cables,”
the defence secretary
said.“I'm confident we
have no evidence that
there has been any dam-

* The mission in-
volvmg around 500 Brit-
ish personnel saw UK
aircraft fly more than 450
hours while a navy frig-
ate covered several
thousand nautical miles,
Healey said.

Separately, he re-
sponded to criticism in
the Daily Telegraph that
London was not making
good on recent threats
fo stop vessels from
Russia’s sanctions-bust-
ing “shadow fleet” from
transiting through UK
waters.

It followed the
GUGI vessels docked at newspaper photograph-
Russia’s Barents Sea
naval base Olenya.The
Russian attack sub was
“a likely decoy to dis-
tract” from the two spe-
cialist vessels, which are
“designed to survey un-

ered, deep-water mini
spy subs, according to
defenc
experts.Alongside de-
tails and photos of the
tracking mission, the
MoD published a de-
classified image of the

derwater infrastructure
during peacetime and inga Russian frigate es-
sabotage it in conflict”, cortingat least one sanc-
Healey old tioned Russian-linked
reporters.They “spent tanker through British
time over critical infra-  waters this week without
structure relevant to us  interference from the UK
and our allies in the navy.

o

Saudi-Iran talks signal regional
tensions ease

gion,” the Saudi foreign
ministry said in a state-
ment, which was issued
the day after the an-
nouncement of a two-
‘week ceasefire between
Iran and the United
States.

The Saudi foreign
minister also received a
series of phone calls
from regional counter-
parts to discuss ongo-
ing developments.

Those who spoke
with the Saudi foreign
minister included Prime
Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the
State of Qatar Shelkh
Mohammed
Abdulrahman Al Tham

NEWS DESK:Saudi For-
eign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan held a
phone conversation
with his Iranian counter-
part Abbas Araghchi, the
Saudi foreign ministry
said Thursday, in the
first official contact be-
tween the countries
since Tehran launched
strikes against its Gulf
neighbours in retaliation
for Isracli-American at-
tacks.

"The call focused
on reviewing develop-
ments in the situation
and ways to slow the
pace of tensions so as
to help restore security
and stability in the re-

Saudi Arabia wel-
comed the ceasefire,
with its foreign ministry
expressing hope that it
would lead toa "compre-
hensive and sustainable
de-escalation”.

It further expressed
the hope that the
ceasefire would en-
hance regional security
and halt "any aggres-
sion or policies that in-
fringe upon the sover-
eignty, security and sta-
bility of the region's
countries".

As per the state-
ment, Saudi Arabia
called for an end to at-
tacks on countries in the
Gulf and stressed that
the Strait of Hormuz
should be opened.

It also commended
the "productive efforts"
undertaken by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Chief of Defence
Forces and Chief of
Army StaffField Marshal
Asim Munir in securing
the two-week truce.

A day earlier, in a
statement, the Saudi for-
eign ministry expressed
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia's welcome of the
announcement by
President Donald
Trump and Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif of a
ceasefire agreement be-
tween the United States
and the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran.

China will not tolerate independence for
Taiwan, Xi tells island's oppos1t10n leader

NEWS DESK:China will

"absolutely not toler-
ate” independence for
Taiwan, which is the
chief culprit in under-
mining peace in the Tai-
wan Strait, President Xi
Jinping tod the island's
opposition leader on Fri-
day.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the United
Arab Emirates Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Ex-
patriates  of  the
Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan Ayman Safadi,
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic
of Tiirkiye Hakan Fidan.

According to the
statement, the calls ad-
dressed regional devel-
opments, with the par-
ticipants welcoming all
efforts aimed at achiev-
ing security and stabil-
ity in the region.

Cheng  Li-wun,
chairwoman of Taiwan's
largest opposition party,
the Kuomintang (KMT),
is in China on what she
has called a peace mis-
sion to reduce tensions
at a time when Beijing
has stepped up military
pressure against the is-
land it claims as its terri-
tory.

Meeting in the Great
Hall of the People, Xi
told Cheng that today's
world is not entirely at
peace, and peace is pre-
cious.

"Compatriots on
both sides of the strait
are all Chinese - people
of one family who want
peace, development, ex-
change, and coopera-
tion," he said, in com-
ments carried by Taiwan
television stations.

Both sides uf the

"When the family is
harmonious, all things
will prosper,” he said.
"Taiwan independence
is the chief culprit in un-
dermining peace in the
Taiwan Strait - we will
absolutely not tolerate
or condone it.

China refuses to
talk to Taiwan President
Lai Ching-te, saying he

threats, and says Beijing
should engage with the
democratically elected
government in Taipei.
The KMT once
ruled all of China until
the Republic of China
government it led fled to
Taiwan in 1949 after los-
inga civil war with Mao
Zedong's communists,
who founded the

day, neither government
formally recognises the
other.

The United States is
Taiwan's most important
international backer and
arms supplier, despite a
lack of formal diplomatic
ties. Beijing has repeat-
edly demanded Wash-
ington stop armin;
Taipei while the US has

backed the Taiwan
government's plans to
increase defence spend-
ing.

strait belong to "one
hina", Xi added, ac-

cording to a separate

state media read out.

People’s Republic of
China. No peace treaty
or armistice has ever
been signed and, to this

stration
has called on Cheng o
tell China to stop its

Hormuz traffic plummets as
Iran asserts control

NEWS DESK:Ship traf-
fic through the Strait of
Hormuzstood at well be-
low 10 per cent of nor-
mal volumes on Thurs-
day despite a US-Iran
ceasefire as Tehran as-
serted its control by
‘warning ships to keep to
its territorial waters.

Hundreds of tank-
ers and other ships have
been stuck inside the
Gulfsince a war with Iran
began on Feb 28, cutting
global oil supply by 20pc
in the world’s biggest-
ever supply di
The crisis showed little
signs of abating_as
prices for some physical
oil grades hit fresh all-
time highs on Thursday.

Just seven ships
had passed through the
strait in the past 24
hours versus about 140
normally, ship-tracking
data showed.

The vessels in-
cluded one oil products
tanker and six dry bulk
carriers, according to
data from Kpler, Lloyds
List Intelligence and Sig-
nal Ocean. A chemical
tanker was also set to
cross, destined for India,
ship-tracking data on
the MarineTraffic and
Pole Star Global plat-
forms showed.

n must open the
strait without condi-
tions, the CEO of UAE
state oil giant ADNOC
said on Thursday.

The directive for the
new route came directly
from Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps.
The IRGC has told ves-
sels to sail through Ira-
nian waters around Lar:
Island to avoid the risk
of naval mines in the

Fact check: Viral video does not show new
US troop deployment to Middle East

NEWS DESK:Multiple Another user
people on social media shared the same clip with
platform X have been asimilar caption, gaining
sharinga clip of military 2.2 million views.
aircraft since Wednes- A pro-Iranian ac-
day, claiming that it count, based on their
shows the deployment profile picture and past
of United States troops posts, posted the same
in the Middle East amid clip with the following
the current tensions. caption: “Urgent — Mas-
However, the clip is old sive US Military Deploy-
from June 2023 and ment Reuters: The
shows a deployment United States has de-
homecoming ceremony ployed more than 50,000
in California. troops across the Middle

Backchannel diplo- East, with numbers con-
‘matic efforts by Pakistan tinuing to grow. Thou-
paid off, as the United sands of Marines are
States and Iran agreed to being rapidly trans-
a two-week ceasefire on ported from San Diego
Wednesday, after weeks directly to the region.”
of escalating hostilities The caption further
triggered by US-Israeli wrote, “Anyone who
strikes on February believes that President
which quickly spiralled Trump sent this entire
into a wider regional fleet— fromnaval fleets
conflict. and Marines and others

Pakistan emerged — just to accept a
as a central diplomatic ceasefire with Iran is
actor in securing the completely deluded. A
ceasefire between the large-scale ground inter-
US and Iran, actively fa- vention is inevitably
cilitating communication coming.”

back in recent weeks
mid-transit,” it said.
ridlod

The gridlock has
created a massive back-
log of vessels, and a
quick resolution seems
unlikely.

“Most _shipping
lines are likely to remain
cautious, and two weeks
will not be enough to
clear the backlog even if
there is amarked increase
in traffic,” said Torbjorn

usual lanes through the
strait, Iran’s semi-official
Tasnim news agency re-
ported on Thursday.

Vessels are to enter
the strait north of Larak
Island and exit just south
of it until further notice
in coordination with the
IRGC’s navy, Tasnim
quoted the IRGC as say-
ing.

Even with these
new instructions, mari-
time security experts
warned of lingering dan- ~ Soltvedt at risk intelli- ~List editor-in-chief Rich-
gers. Risks persist for gence company Verisk ard Meade told a brief-
ships not ised by ing.

Tran, particularly those Some vessels are al-
affiliated with Istacl and ~ready using a new route
the US, British maritime ~around Larak Island de-
security  company spite warnings. The In-
dian-flagged LPG tanker
Pine Gas exited the Gulf
via the channel without
paying Iran a toll or be-

ing boarded, its chief
officer told Reuters.
Major shippers re-
main cautious. Mitsui
OSK Lines has moved
three tankers through
the strait in recent days
and is awaiting guid-
ance from Japan’s gov-
ernment, its CEO said.
““The Strait remains
as open or closed as it
was”  before  the
ceasefire plan emerged,
shipping journal Lioyd's

Traffic in the past
week was “90pc below
normal levels and it was
almost entirely being
driven by lranian trade”,
said Bridget Diakun, a
Lloyd’s List Intelligence
analyst

Ambrey said in an
advisory.“Even ship-
ping with apparent ap-
proval has been turned

between the two sides at
a critical stage of the
conflict. The effort re-
sulted in a two-week
ceasefire. Pakistan will
now host talks between
the two sides on Friday,
with delegations from
Iran and the US arriving
in Islamabad.

How it started

On Wednesday, an
account on X shared a
video of military aircraft
landing.

The caption of the
post read: “Breaking: Ac-
cording to Reuters, the
US has more than 50,000
troops deployed in the
Middle East, within the
area of responsibility of
Central ~ Command
(CENTCOM), and this
number is still increas-
ing. According to offi-
cials, the process of
transferring thousands
of Marines from San Di-
ego to the region is cur-
rently ongoing.”

The post gained
491,000 views.

The post accumu-
lated 289,000 views.

Subsequently,
other X users also
shared the same claim, as
seen here, here, here,
here, here, here, here,
here, here, and here; col-
lectively gamenng over
360,000 vi

Methodology

A fact-check was
initiated to determine
the veracity of the claim
due to its high virality
and keen public interest
in the ceasefire between
the US and Iran amid the
ongoing conflict, along
with Pakistan’s role as
mediator.

A reverse image
search was conducted,
which yielded a blog on
the official website of
the US Defence Visual
Information Distribution
Service (DVIDS), dated
June 6, 2023, with the
following headline: “B-
Roll: VMM-362 (Rein-
forced) Deployment
Homecoming”.
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Pakistan played 1mportant role in Iran—Israel-US ceasefire, says Mehbooba

SRINAGAR, (INP): In
Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir,
Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) President
Mehbooba Mufti has
said that Pakistan
played an important role
in the Iran-Israel-US

ceasefire, helping bring
the conflict toa halt ina
short time.

Mehbooba Mufti
speaking at a party con-
vention in Kulgam said
the ceasefire remains
fragile.
“The ceasefire is like

ice, it can break at any

vent large-scale devas-
tati

ent
It is difficult for
‘many of us to even men-
tion Pakistan,

but it played a cru-
cial role in securing a
ceasefire between Iran
and the US, helping pre-

However Tam un-
certain how long this
ceasefire will hold, as
Israel may take actions
that could disrupt
peace,” she said.

She said that the

world had forced the US
to start dialogue with
Iran as the crisis had
choked the world
economy,

drawing a parallel
with the alleged costs
Kashmir had to pay af-
ter it was cut off from its

traditional routes in
1947.

"It is difficult to
take Pakistan's name
here. People feel scared
(todoit).

But what can you
do? Pakistan has played
akey role.

The world was on
the brink of war, and that
was stopped by them, at
least for now," she said.

"Pray to God this
ceasefire holds, and Tran
gets the victory.

Iran's victory is the
victory of the Muslim

Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei's sacrifice
united Shias and Sunnis.

Does anybody say
today he is Shia and Tam
Sunni?

We are all Muslims
today," she sai

ISLAMABAD: AVIEW OF US CONVOY CAME OUT NURKHANAIR BASEAFTERREACHED IN|
[PAKISTAN, AHEAD OF THE UNITED STATES AND IRAN POSSIBLE NEGOTIATIONS IN PAKI-|

[STANI CAPITAL, IN ISLAMABAD.
IHOJK courtdeclares | Mamata calls BJP
‘factory of outsiders’,

custodial disappeared
Kashmiri dead after says BJP govt
targets Bengalis as

28 years
Infiltrators

SRINAGAR, (INP): A ment, Special Mobile
courtin Indian illegally Magistrate  PT&E
KOLKATA, (INP): The Isay they (BJP) are
West Bengal Chicf Min- a factory of outsiders. In

occupied Jammu and Srinagar, Massarat
Kashmir (TIOJK) has de- Jabeen, relied on police
ister, Mamata Banerjee, Bengal, there is no place
has said that the foroutsiders,” the Chief

clared a man, whowent reports and findings

missing inIndian army’s  from a judicial inquiry

custody, as legally dead ~ indicating that Abdul | Bharatiya Janata Party Minister said.

nearlythree decades af- Rashid Wani died in | (BJP) is a “factory of She also criticised

ter his disappearance.  custody and that his | outsiders” which has no ~the Indian Home Minis-

According to Kash-  body was disposed of. | place in the poll-bound ter Amit Shah for alleg-

mir Media Service, a The court also observed | state . edly using central probe

Srinagar court declared ~that neither the adminis- Mamata Banerjee agencies to target the

Abdul Rashid Wani le- tration nor the Srinagar | addressing an election Trinamool Congress.
rallyin Panihati of North “O Motabhai (refer-
24 Parganas district, hit ring to Amit Shah), with

gally dead almost 28 Municipal Corporation
years after he went miss- produced any record
out at Narendra Modi for  the help of ED, CBI, you
raising the issue of ille- are threatening every-

ing following his deten- confirming his release.
tion by Indian Army per- The court took note
sonnel in 1997, bringing  of the prolonged suffer- | gal infiltration in the one.
a measure of legal clo- ingof Wani’s family, in- | Sate and said that
sure o a long-pending ~cluding his wife, Farida | Bengalis are being tor-
custodial disappearance Shabnum, and sons, | ured in BIP-ruled states
case. Junaid andArsalan, who after branding them as
Wani, a resident of testified about the dis- | “infilrators’.
“If you speak in
Bengali, you are being

His only job is to
scold people and intimi-
date them. Some bow
their heads before him.
They (BJP) tried hard to
trump me but failed

Madina Colony, Bemina, - appearance and its long- .
They (BJP) will never

Srinagar, was arrested term impact on their

by personnel of the 2/8  lives. ) tortured. Bengalis are  succeed.
Gorkha Rifles on July 7, It also applied the | being targeted in Bihar, The more theytry to
1997, from Rawalpora, - legal principle thata per- | Uttar Pradesh and ~ break me the more I will

Srinagar, along with an-
other individual, Farooq
Ahmad Butt, who was
later released.

Wani, however,
never returned hume
and his
mained unknown de»
spite repeated efforts by
his family.

In a 13-page judg-

son may be presumed
dead afier seven years of
unexplained absence.
Pertinently, more
than 8,000 Kashmiris
have reportedly been ar-
rested and di
by Indian Army, para-
military, and police per-
sonnel since 1989 in the
territory.

Rajasthan, Will the land- the Chief
lords of Delhi care to
give an answer? Why
would Bengalis be
branded as infiltrators
for speaking in Bengali?

is ible for

get stronger,”
Minister said.

Earlier, Chief Minis-
ter Banerjee once again
said the BJP-led New
Delhi government s de-
leting names of more
than 90 lakh people from
the voter lists of the
state to grab power in
West Bengal.

securing our borders?
Some are saying this
(BIP) is a faciory of in-
filtrators.

Indian occupation has broken all records
of rights violations in [IOJK: APHC

SRINAGAR, (INP): The
All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) has said
that the Indian occupa-
tion establishment have
broken all records of hu-
‘man rights violations in
Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service,
APHC spokesman Adv
Abdul Rashid Minhas in
a statement issued in
Srinagar said those who
speak on Kashmir reso-
lution,

peace, and against
BIP govts brutal poli-

pered freedom of speech  right to self -determina-
and expression in the tion if allowed unhin-
disputed territory. dered, he pointed out.

C said that In- spokesman
dia under the barrel ofa  Adv Abdul Rashid
gun colonized Jammu Minhas said due to such
and Kashmir against the  violent anti Kashmiri ac-
aspirations of the people  tions by Indian BJP re-
and was hell-bent to gime, an atmosphere of
colonize the hearts and fear and terror has been
minds of the people by increased in the entire
usingall brutal and vio- territory.
lent policies. APHC said thou-

The silence of the sands of Kashmiris con-
international community ~ tinue to remain in deten-
on atrocities on Kashmir  tions without trial for
has left the occupation years in unhygienic con-
authorities scot-free to ditions which has dete-
disempower Kashmiris riorated the health of the

youth has added more
fear and state terrorism
in [IOJK.

APHC said the In-
dian rulers hiding its
state terrorism and mili-
tary occupation on the
basis of Hindutva
agenda prejudice are us-
ing the worst and shame-
ful tactics to connect the
peaceful demand of
Azaadi based on the
right to Kashmiris with
terrorism.

APHC statement
appealed to the United
Nations and other hu-
man rights organizations

ciesare implicatedin dif- and ~ settle  non- detainees. to take cognizance of
ferent false and frivo- Kashmiris in the interna- The APHC said in these violations and
lous criminal cases by tionally disputed terri- recent days, the known send a fact-finding mis-

the Indian BJP regime
which has badly ham-

tory which is going to fake encounter in
compromise people’s Ganderbal ofa Kashmiri

sion to_the territory to
ascertain the situation.

(QUETTA: AVIEW OF CLOUDS HOVERING OVER SKY IN PROVINCIAL CAPITAL.

Rawalpindi Police placed on high alert,
step up security for foreign delegates

RAWALPINDI,
(INP): The
Rawalpindi Police had
been placed on high
alert across the
Rawalpindi city on the
directives of City Po-
lice Officer, (CPO)
Syed Khalid
Mahmood Hamdani,
with extraordinary se-
curity arrangements
put in place in view of

He said senior of-
ficers, including Dis-
trict Police Officer
(DPO)  Chakwal,
DPO Murree, Senior
Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSP) Operations,
SSP Investigation,
Chief Traffic Officer,
divisional superinten-
dents of police and
sub-divisional police
uﬂiccrs, were present

the movement of for- in the field supervising
eign delegations. personnel deployed.
A police spokes- A high-level

man said more than
5,000 officers and per-
sonnel had been de-
ployed to ensure fool-
proof security, while
over 350 special pick-
ets had been estab-
lished and strict moni-
toring of all entry and
exit points was under

meeting, chaired by
the CPO at Police
Lines Headquarters,
reviewed the security
arrangements and di-
rected that compre-

measures be ensured
at all costs.

The spokesman
said Elite Force, Dol-
phin Force, police sta-
had also been deployed  tion mobiles and other
on key arteries. quick response units

ay.
Additional force

hensive and foolproof

had been put on high
alert patrol.

He added that, as
part of security mea-
sures, entry and exit
routes, major roads,
markets, shops and
hotels were being
closely monitored,
while strict security
had been put in place
at all important loca-
tions.

All bus terminals
entering the city had
been  temporarily
closed and a stringent
checking mechanism
had been enforced,
with security further
enhanced at entry
points, he said.

The spokesman
said search, sweep,
combing and intelli-
gence-based opera-
tions had been inten-
sified across the dis-
trict, with strict check-
ing and surveillance of

suspicious individuals
continuing.

Security around
sensitive installations,
key public and private
sites, and places of
stay had been further
tightened, while con-
tinuous monitoring
was being carried out
through Safe City
cameras and modern
technology, he added.

The spokesman
said a special traffic
plan had been devised
to maintain smooth
flow of traffic, with al-
ternative routes pro-
vided for the conve-
nience of citizens.

CPO Syed Khalid
Mahmood Hamdani
said the Rawalpindi
Police were utilising all
available resources to
ensure foolproof secu-
rity and protect the
lives and property of
citizens.

Pakistan brokered
talks between
US-Iran, “what the
rest couldn’t do”:
Omar Abdullah

SRINAGAR, (INP): In throughout the day,” he
Indian illegally occu- said.Omar also
pied Jammu and Kash- criticised the US Presi-
mir, Chief Minister dent for his language
Omar Abdullah has said used on social media.
the US must “control” should re-
Israel to ensure the member that he is the
success of two-week President of the US.
ceasefire with Iran in If you and I use
West Asia, which has that kind of language
been on the boil for the on social media, we
past 39 days. will be blocked.

Omar Abdullah, We will be ex-
talking to reporters in pelled from Facebook
Srinagar, said Pakistan and X,” Omar said.
brokered talks between He added that Iran
the US and Iran, “what did not start the war.
the rest couldn’t do.” “The war was im-

Asked about US posed on Tehran.
President  Donald Though the US
Trump’s latest state- claimed that the Strait
ment on Iran, he said of Hormuz was open,
Trump “himself the reality is that Iran
doesn’t know what has been able to block
he’s doing”. it and charge tolls on

“He (Trump) gives shipping traffic,” he
different statements said.

'Petrol, diesel
prices not yet
decreased'

ISLAMABAD, (INP):
The Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcast-
ing has issued an impor-

that, followinga decline
in global oil prices,
petrol rates in Pakistan
could see a significant

tant clarification regard- reduction.
ing petrol prices and die- Diesel rates may
sel rates, stating that no  drop by as much as Rs90

official notification has
been released for any
change.

According to the
ministry, a notification
circulating on social me-
dia about revisions in
petrol rates and diesel
prices is fake and mis-
leading.

Authorities urged
the public to rely only
on official sources and
verified announcements
to avoid confusion.

The ministry further
stated that a decision
regarding changes in
fuel prices is expected to
be made tomorrow, indi-
cating that no final an-
nouncement has been
issued so far.

Sources suggest

toRs100 per litre, while
petrol rates could de-
crease by Rs50 to Rs60
per litre.

However, the final
decision on petrol prices
and diesel rates will be
announced only after
approval from Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

It is worth noting
that after recent record
increases in petroleum
prices,

both federal and
provincial governments
had already announced
relief packages for vari-
ous sectors,

including motorcy-
clists, rickshaw drivers,
goods transport opera-
tors, public transport,
and farmers.

Ané

favour of their demands outside HPC.

Posters in IIOJK
praise Pakistan after
US-Iranceasefire

SRINAGAR, (INP):
Posters have surfaced
across several areas in
Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK),
praising Pakistan for
its efforts toward a

for his role in promot-
ing ceasefire efforts.

The posters state
these efforts have
brought hope and a
sense of peace to the
egion,
potentially saving

ceasefire between thousands of lives.
Iran and the United They further add
States. the ceasefire and on-

Posters displayed
by various pro-free-
dom organizations on
walls,

poles, and pillars in
Srinagar and other ar-
cas commend Field
Marshal Asim Munir

going dialogue be-
tween the United
States and Iran have
brought relicfand op-
timism to people
around the world, par-
ticularly those directly
affected by tensions.

Two women died, two
girls injured as house
roof collapses in Kohat

KOHAT, (INP): At least  Civil Hospital
two women lost their Shakardara.
lives while two young The deceased
girls sustained serious women were identified as
injuries after the roof of ~ the wife of Khalid, aged
ahouse collapsed in the ~ around 50 years, and the
Shakardara area of here  wife of Faheemullah,
on Friday.According to aged about 20 years.
aspokesperson for Res-  The injured included
cue 1122 Kohat, the in- a 16-month-old girl,
cident occurred in Garha  Momina Bibi, daughter
Khel village, where the of Faheemullah, and an-
roof of a house owned other 12-year-old girl.
by a deceased person, Both were reported o be
identified as Khalid, sud- in critical condition.
denly caved in. Rescue escue officials con-
teams promptly reached firmed that timely re-
the scene after receiv- sponse efforts helped
ing the alert and evacuate the victims
launched immediate re-  from the debris and en-
lief operations. sured their swift transfer
The bodies and in-  tothe hospital for further
jured were shifted to medical treatment.
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Governor House Quetta Hosts Grand Easter
Celebration, Emphas1z1ng Interfalth Harmony

Quetta: A grand cer-
emony was at Governor
House Quetta in con-
nection with the Easter
festival.

The event was at-
tended by the Governor
of Balochistan, Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail, who
joined members of the
Christian community in
celebrating the occa-
sion.

As a gesture of soli-
darity with the Christian
community, a cake-cut-
ting ceremony was held
during the event.

The celebration
witnessed a large turn-
out of men and women
from the Christian com-
munity across the prov-
ince, adding to the fes-
tive spirit.

Prominent attend- s
He emphasized the

ing to the majority or religious freedom to all

ees included Provincial Easter celebration
Minister Mir Asim Kurd - minority communities—  minorities. importance of promoting ~ Quetta, Governor House
Gello, Senator Saced-ul- play an equal role in the The Governor also interfaith harmony, mu- Quetta event,
assan Mandokhail, country’s nd appreciated the valuable  tual respect, and peace- Jaffar Khan
and Tariq Khetran. province’s development  contributions of the ful coexistence. Mandokhail, interfaith
Addressing the par- and prosperity. Christian community, The ceremony con-  harmony Pakistan, Chris-
ticipants, Governor He reaffirmed that particularly in the fields cluded with special tian community

of education and
healthcare in
Balochistan.

the Constitution of Pa-
kistan guarantees equal
rights, protection, and

Mandokhail highlighted
that all citizens of Paki-
stan—whether belong-

prayers for Pakistan’s
prosperity, develop-
ment, and security.

Deputy Commissioner Ziarat Chairs Revenue
Collection Meeting, Warns of Strict
Action Over Low Recovery

Balochistan, Easter 2026
Pakistan, minority rights
Pakistan

sponsibility of citizens
to act as responsible
members of society by
paying their due taxes
on time. He noted that
timely payment of rev-
enue is not only a le-
gal obligation but also
plays avital roleinre- Qadoos Achakzai,
gional development, revenue collection
of basic fa- Balochi tax re-
cilities, and completion covery  Pakistan,
f government Ziarat district news,
projects. fiscal year 2025-26
He further added revenue, government
that paying taxes on tax compliance Paki-
time helps citizens stan.

Commissioner Naseerabad Chairs Key Task Force
Meeting to Strengthen Polio Eradlcatlon Campaign

Naseerabad: An impor- ligence and called for a
tant meeting of the Divi- well-organized strategy
sional Task Force was to achieve success. Spe-
held under the chairman- cial focus was placed on
ship of Commissioner micro-planning, which
Salahuddin Noorzai in will be closely monitored
Naseerabad to review by Deputy Commission-
preparations for the up- efs and District Health
coming anti-polio cam- Officers, as effective mi-
paign. cro-planning s essential
The meeting was for achieving desired re-
attended by District sults.
Health Officer Additionally, the
Naseerabad Dr Ayaz Commissioner directed
Jamali, World Health Or- that the divisional por-
ganization representa- tal established under the
tive Yasir Baloch, along EPI (Expanded Program
with Dr Yaseen Dajli, on Immunization) be ac-
Saddam Hussain, and tivated,
Sanaullah Chakhrra, and each Deputy
among other concerned Commissioner should

officials to ensure that
assigned targets are
achieved at all costs,
emphasizing the need
for improved perfor-
mance and active field
engagement.
He also instructed
authorities to initiate
legal action against
and submit

daily progress reports
on revenue collection.
Speaking on the
occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner stated
that it is also the re-

Ziarat: A meeting of
the Revenue Collec-
tion Committee was
held under the chair-
manship of Deputy
Commissioner Abdul
Qadoos Achakzai in
Ziarat to review the
district’s revenue per-
formance.

The meeting was
attended by Assistant
Commissioner Sanjavi
Sher Shah Ghalzai,
Tehsildar Ziarat Noor
Ahmed, Tehsildar

along with patwaris
from Ziarat and
Sanjavi.

During the ses-
sion, a detailed review
of revenue collection
performance for the
fiscal year 2025-26
was conducted. The
Deputy Commissioner
expressed  scrious
concern over the ex-
tremely low rate of
revenue recovery and
issued strict warnings
to the concerned rev-
enue staff. He directed

avoid legal complica-
tions and contributes
significantly to the
overall development
of the district.

Ziarat revenue
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner  Abdul

Sanjavi Abdul Wakeel,

ber of female teams in
such areas to ensure bet-
ter coverage and effec-

along witha comprehen-
sive review of readiness.
Addressing the partici-

ings to review all ar-
rangements in detail and
ensure timely and proac-

officers. pants, Commissioner tiveness. tive measures, keeping nominate a focal person
Deputy Commis- Noorzai expressed con- He further in- inview the sensitivityof to receive proper train-
sioners and District cern over areas where structed the World polioeradication efforts. ing on dashboard us-

Health Officers from
other districts also
joined the session via
video link.

During the meeting,
a detailed briefing was
given to the Commis-
sioner regarding prepa-
rations for the upcoming
polio eradication drive,

LQAS (Lot Quality As-
surance Sampling) re-
sults had failed, stating
that this reflected negli-
gence on the part of field
staff and required imme-
diate corrective mea-
sures.

He directed authori-
ties to increase the num-

Health Organization to
share all relevant data
with Deputy Commis-
sioners to enable stricter
monitoring and im
proved implementation
of the campaign,

The Commissioner
emphasized the need to
hold pre-campaign meet-

He noted that high-
level meetings are also
being held with neigh-
boring provinces, while
recent polio cases in ad-
joining areas remain a
matter of serious con-
cemn.

He stressed that
there is no room for neg-

Polio Vaccination Campaign Launched in Jafarabad,
Deputy Commlssmner Urges Full Public Cooperation

Jafarabad: Deputy Com- departments and the lo-
missioner Khalid Khan cal community must
officially inaugurated play an active Tole in
the district-wide anti- making this national
polio campaign by ad- campaign a success.
ministering polio drops He also appealed to
to children in Jafarabad. the public to fully coop-
n the occasion, he erate with polio teams
also reviewed the and ensure their children
campaign’s arrange- receive the vaccine to
ments and strategy in stay protected from the
detail. disease.

According to offi- Reaffirming his
cials, all necessary commitment, the Deputy
preparations for the po- Commissioner stated
lio drive have been final- that with coordinated
ized across the district. strategy, strict monitor-

Special teams have ing, and joint efforts, all
been formed and as- possible steps will be
signed the task of con- taken to make Jafarabad

=
@

c.

Reaffirming his
commitment, Commis-
sioner Noorzai stated
that practical and effec-
tive measures must be
taken to build a healthy
society and ensure the
complete eradication of
polio.

that no child should be
left unvaccinated.

He also stressed
the importance of effec-
tive and rapid monitor-
ing throughout the cam-
paign to ensure strict
oversight at every stage

visits to ensure that chil-
dren under the age of
five receive polio vacci-
nation drops.

The Deputy Com-
missioner directed polio
teams to carry out their
responsibilities with ut-
most dedication and se-

Khalid Khan high-
lighted that polio is a
dangerous and poten-
tially life-threatening
disease, and its eradica-
tion requires collective
efforts.

He stated that
along with the district

and to promptly address
any i

ducting door-to-door riousness, all line  a polio-free district.

Deputy Commissioner Loralai
Reviews Development Projects,
Emphasizes Quality and
Timely Completion

Loralai: Deputy Com- public welfare remains
missioner Captain (R) the government’s top
Muhammad Haseeb priority and that all avail-
Shuja conducted a de- able resources will be
tailed visit to various utilized to ensure the
ongoing development district’s  progress.
projects under BSDI in Meanwhile,

Loralai the district adminis-
tration is also actively
planning additional de-
velopment initiatives for
the upcoming fiscal

work.

Issuing directives,
Captain (R) Haseeb
Shuja stressed that all
projects must be com-
pleted within the stipu-
lated timeframe while
‘maintaining high stan-
dards.

He reaffirmed the
district administration’s
commitment to ensuring
transparency and qual-
ity through effective
monitoring, aiming to

ai.
Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Rev-
enue) Muhammad Ismail
Mengal accompanied
him during the visit.
During the inspec-
tion, the Deputy Com-
missioner reviewed de- provide better facilities
velopment work at the to the public.
Government Garden, in- He further in-
cluding key projects structed concerned offi-
such as a women’s li- cials to keep public
brary, futsal ground, and needs at the forefront
gymnasium. while executing devel-
He met with con- opment projects, warn-
tractors an ineeri ing i or
department officials to delays would not be tol-
assess the quality, pace, erated.
and of the H ized that

ar.

These include im-
provements in educa-
tional institutions, ex-
pansion of healthcare
facilities, and rehabilita-
tion of urban infrastruc-
ture.

A comprehensive
development package is
expected to be intro-
duced soon, which is
likely to usher in a new
phase of progress and
in Loralai.

Duki dsfs Polio Awareness
Seminar Ahead of NID April
2026 Campaign

Du During the session,

comprehensive
polio awareness pro- health experts and
gram was organized un-  speakers highlighted the
der the chai of causes, issi
Deputy Commissioner and severe impacts of
Muhamma the poliovirus, along
Khan in Duki in connec-  with preventive mea-
tion with the upcoming ~ sures.

NID (National Immuni-
zation Days) April 2026
campaign.

The seminar wit-
nessed participation
from representatives of
various public and pri-
vate departments, stu-
dents, teachers, social
workers, activists, and a
large number of citizens.

'he primary objec-
tive of the event was to
raise awareness about
the dangers of polio and
to mobilize public sup-
port for the ongoing na-
tional ication cam-
paign. a top priority for the

B

government, and all
available resources are
being utilized to achieve
this goal.

He urged parents to
ensure their children are
vaccinated during every
campaign and to fully
cooperate with polio
teams.

He also directed rel-
evant departments to
perform their duties with
dedication and integrity,
ensuring that no child is
left unvaccinated.

They emphasized
that children under the
age of five must receive
polio drops repeatedly
during each campaign to
ensure complete protec-
tion against the disease.

Speakers stressed
the importance of collec-
tive efforts in eliminating
polio and called for ac-
tive community involve-
ment.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Deputy Com-
missioner Muhammad
Naeem Khan stated that

gious scholars, teach-
ers, media representa-
tives, and civil society
members—were urged
to play an active role in
this national mission to
make Pakistan a polio-
free country.
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Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) fleet expansion on the cards

NEWS DESK:Arif
Habib, chairman of the
Arif Habib Consortium,
which owns Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines
(PIA), has said that the
national flag carrier cur-
rently has 30 aircraft, of
which 18 are operational,
and five to six require
repair and maintenance.

Speaking to indus-
trialists at the Korangi
Association of Trade
and Industry (KATI) on
Thursday, he said the
airline is working to make
these aircraft opera-
tional, and adding them
back to the fleet will
bring the total to 26. The
long-term target is to ex-
pand the fleet to 60 air-

lllfluluull

v i

Pakls(an he sai
had become more ec
nomically stable, and
that this fiscal year’s fig-
ures showed the govern-
ment had increased rev-
enue, metall expenditure
and paid interest on
debt. However, he
stressed the need to re-
duce production costs to
boost economic growth.

e said electricity
tariffs remained high
cause of capacity
charges and low con-
sumption. If the avail-
able transmission sys-
tem, with a capacity of

He added that informa-
tion technology, agricul-
ture and mining were key
sectors that could
quickly help Pakistan
overcome its problems
and move towards
growth.

Arif Habib says
high electricity tariffs
hurting indust

Mr Habib said that
if the business commu-
nity remains united, the
government will pay at-
tention to their demands.

more than 22,000 mega-
watts, were fully utilised,
the per-unit cost could
be reduced by Rs10 to
Rs12. He said this could
only happen if electric-
ity consumption in-
creased.

made in Washington,
but now they are being
made in Islamabad, as
Pakistan has emerged as
an important st
holder in global politics,
which was hard for its
adversaries to digest.
Kati Deputy Patron-
in-Chief Zubair Chhaya,
while expressing con-
cern over the state of the
economy and the invest-
ment climate, said that
both foreign and local
investment in the coun-
try was almost negli-
gible, mainly due to bu-
reaucratic hurdles and
policy inconsistency. He
said that whenever a
good policy was intro-
duced, it did not last
long, which hurt inves-
tor confidence.
Korangi Industrial
Trading Estate Ltd
Chairman Zahid Saced
said that despite govern-
ment claims of industrial
development, practical
steps were almost non-
existent, leaving
Karachi’s industrial is-
sues unresolved.
Despite an an-
nouncement by the
Sindh chief minister in
December 2025 to de-
velop industrial infra-
structure, no formal bud-
get had yet been re-
Teased for the purpose.

frani

munity can run these in-
stitutions profitably and
more efficiently, he
added.

Kati  President
Muhammad ~ Tkram
Rajput said that in the
past decisions were

Association  of
Builders and Developers
(ABAD) Chairman
Hasan Bakhshi urged
the business commu-
nity to unite and form a
consortium to acquire
and operate loss-making

government institutions,
including the Karachi
Water and Sewerage
Board, the Karachi Met-
ropolitan Corporation
and the Sindh Building
Control Authority.

The business com-

Chinese tyre firm to invest $120m

NEWS DESK:Federal
Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan held a
meeting  with Jin
Yongsheng, chairman of
Service Long March
Tyres (Private) Limited,
and his delegation to
discuss investment ex-
pansion, export growth

June 2026 and is aiming
to cross $100 million in
exports in the following
financial year.

This milestone
would place it among
Pakistan's leading non-
textile exporters within a
short span of opera-
tions.

largely been attributed
to the transfer of tech-
nology and expertise
through collaboration
with Chinese partners,
which has enabled local
manufacturing to meet
international standards
and compete globally.
Khan acknowl-

sifying Pakistan's indus-
trial base by promoting
emerging industries with
high growth potential.
The delegation also
highlighted the impor-
tance of the Pakistan-
Chinaindustrial partner-
ship, describing it as a
key driver behind the

and tariff policy support The meeting was edged the concerns rapid growth of the tyre
for Pakistan's tyre indus-  informed that Pakistan raised by the industry sector.

try, according toan offi- has made significant and reiterated the The company's
cial statement issued on  progress in global tyre rnment's commit- facility in

Thursday.
During the discus-
sion, the company an-
nounced an additional
investment of $120 mil-
lion in Pakistan, reaffirm-
ingits confidence in the
country's industrial and
economic potential.

The = delegation
shared that the company
is on track to achieve
exports of $70 million by

Nooriabad was cited as
a modern and efficient
industrial unit employ-
ing about 2,000 workers
and incorporating re-
newable energy solu-
tions, making it one of
the more sustainable
production facilities in
the region.

Both sides agreed
on the need to
strengthen collaboration
between the govern-
ment and industry to
support export-oriented
growth and industrial ex-
pansion.

The minister under-
scored that Pakistan
must focus on diversifi-
cation and leverage in-
ternational partnerships
to enhance its manufac-
turing capabilities and
global competitiveness.

he investors ex-

markets, with exports to
the United States and
Brazil increasing rapidly.

Pakistan as
emerged as the fifth-larg-
est exporter of tyres to
the United States and
the seventh-largest to
Brazil, marking a notable
shift from virtually no
presence in these mar-
kets just a few years ago.

This growth has

‘ment to supporting sec-
tors that demonstrate
strong performance and
export potential.

He emphasised the
importance of maintain-
ing a balanced tariff
policy that encourages
local production while
ensuring competitive-
ness. The minister noted
that the government is
working towards diver-

pressed confidence in
Pakistan's economic out-
look despite current glo-
bal challenges and ap-

preciated the
government's continued
engagement with the
business community.

Manufacturers asked to boost
fertiliser supply

NEWSDESK:
Express-ing satisfaction
with the availability of
fertilisers for the coming

harif season, the federal
government said on
Thursday that a buffer
stock of about 500,000
tonnes has been main-
tained.

The Fertiliser Re-
view Committee met on
Thursday for a compre-
hensive review of the
supply-and-demand
situation for urea and
other key fertilisers, with
a focus on kharif projec-
tions and preparedness
forrabi 2026-27.

The meeting was
attended by senior fed-
eral and provincial offi-
cials, along with repre-
sentatives of leading

It was also noted
that Agritech faced gas
supply constraints,
‘which impacted opumal
production levels.

The situation of
DARP fertiliser was also
discussed in detail. For
Kharif, no imports have
been planned due to glo-
bal uncertainties and lo-
gistical challenges in
securing vessels.

The minister in-
formed participants that
the Ministry of Maritime
Affairs has been en-
gcaged and has agreed to
facilitate vessel availabil-
ity through the Pakistan
National Shipping Cor-
poration.

around 3.23m tonnes,
bringing total availabil-
ity to 4.38m tonnes.

Offtake remained
steady at 3.56m tonnes,
with no signs of panic
buying, reflecting market
stability and effective
supply chain manage-
ment,

The closing stock is
estimated at around § lac
tonnes, which will serve
as the opening inven-
tory for the upcoming
kharif season.

However, concerns
were raised about its ad-
equacy during peak-de-
‘mand months, particu-
larly December and Janu-
ary.

around Rs4,500 per 50kg
bag compared to ap-
proximately Rs14,000 in-
ternationally.

ovt reviews de-
mand for kharif amid
smuggling concerns

Engro Fertiliser, Fauma
Fertiliser, and Agritech.
The meeting noted
that urea demand may
trend upward during
kharif due to improved
farm economics com-
pared to last year.
However, serious
concerns were raised
about potential smug-
gling along the western
border due to a signifi-
cant price differential
between domestic and
international markets,
with local prices at

he  meeting,
chaired by Minister for
National Food Security
and Research Rana
Tanveer Hussain, was
informed that the urea
situation during the rabi
season remained largely
stable and well-man-
aged.

The opening inven-
tory stood at approxi-
mately 1.15 million
tonnes, while domestic
production reached

World Bank cuts GDP forecast to 3%

NEWS DESK:The
‘World Bank on Thurs-
day cut Pakistan's eco-
nomic growth forecast to
3% for this fiscal year
due to adverse implica-
tions of the Middle East
war, which is signifi-
canllylower than the es-
timates that Islamabad
has shared with the In-
ternational Monetary
Fund (IMF).

In its first detailed
report on the implica-
tions of the war, the
World Bank also said
that Pakistan's current
account deficit (CAD)
could widen to 1.2% of
the size of the economy,
equal to $4.9 billion. The
projected deficit is
nearly $3 billion higher
than the $2 billion esti-
mates that the govern-

struction and garment
industries. Pakistan re-
flected any adverse im-
pacts of the war from the
next fiscal year and ap-
prised the IMF that eco-
nomic growth was pro-
jected toremain ata simi-
Tar level in fiscal year
2026-27, as higher fuel
prices and weaker exter-
nal demand weigh on
the ongoing recovery.

The report stated
that Pakistan's GDP per
capita income would
grow by 1.4% in this fis-
cal year, which is near
last year's level. It
showed inflation inch-
ing to7.4% in this fiscal
year, which is still within
the target range set by
the federal government
and the State Bank of
Pakistan.

The World Bank
said that if oil, natural
gas and related energy
prices remain elevated
for a sustained period.
the inflationary conse-
quences will ripple out-
ward through multiple
transmission channels.
The pressure is already
more pronounced in Eu-
rope and Asia than in the
United States.

Higher fertiliser
prices may compromise
future crop yields and
eventually lead to higher
food prices, it added.

Inflationary pres-
sures might compel cen-
tral banks to keep inter-
est rates higher for
longer than markets pre-
viously expected, said
the World Bank.

Pakistan, Ethiopia envisage
trilateral maritime alliance

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan and Ethiopia have
agreed to explore the
establishment of a tri-
lateral maritime alli-
ance, potentially in-
volving  Djibouti,
aimed at enhancing
trade connectivity be-
tween Asia and Af-
rica.

The understanding
was reached during a
meeting between Fed-
eral Minister for Mari-
time Affairs
Muhammad Junaid
Anwar Chaudhry and
Ethiopian Ambassador

ment gave to the IMF
last month.

The Washington-
based lender released an
economic update for the
Middle East, North Af-
rica, Afghanistan and
Pakistan (MENAAP) re-
gion, which is mired in
conflict, causing human
suffering in the region
and economic repercus-
sions around the globe.
The lender shaved off
0.4% from its growth
projection and predicted
that due to the war,
Pakistan's economy
would grow by 3% in
this fiscal year, which is
almost at last year's
level. The World Bank
has recently clubbed Pa-
kistan with the Middle
East region after taking
it out of South Asia. The

change took place under
the new World Bank
president who wanted
to have the regional of-
fice in India, which was
not possible in the pres-
ence of Pakistan in the
group.
The report's find-
ings are based on a one-
month assessment of
the war, which began on
February 28 when the
United States and Israel
attacked Iran without se-
curing the umbrella of
the United Nations Se-
curity Council.

Early last month, the
federal government in-
formed the IMF that GDP
growth was expected in
the range of 4% to 4.5%
in fiscal year 2025-26, re-
flecting continued mo-
mentum in the auto, con-

Dr Oumer Hussein,
who called on the min-
ister for the first time
after assuming his dip-
lomatic assignment.
The two sides re-
viewed proposals and
measures to expand
bilateral trade and eco-
nomic

Junaid Anwar un-
derscored Pakistan's
growing focus on ex-
panding maritime links
with African nations
and proposed the for-
mation of a three-
country alliance com-
prising  Pakistan,

Djibouti and Ethiopia.
He noted that the
framework could be
expanded to include
more countries based
on mutual consulta-
tions.

following the comple-
ion of necessary
groundwork.
Ambassador
Oumer Hussein wel-
comed the proposal
and emphasised the
The minister high- need for technical con-
lighted that duspm. sultations between ex-
being a | perts from both sides,
country, Ethiopia could which designated fo-
significantly enhance cal persons to deliber-
its trade capacity by ate on operational mo-
utilising the Port of dalities and develop a
Djibouti under astruc- practical framework
tured maritime ar- for the proposed alli-
rangement. He added ance.
that a formal agree- The envoy appre-
ment could be signed ciated Pakistan's out-
reach under its "Look
Africa" and "Engage
Africa" policies, de-
scribing them as re-
flective of a strong
commitment to build-
ing enduring partner-
ships with East Affi-
can nations. He noted
that Ethiopia imports
pharmaceuticals, sur-
gical instruments, gar-
ments, fcni]iscrs, rice
and food products and
expressed optimism
about further expand-
ing bilateral and re-
gional cooperation un-

der the proposed mari-
time framework.
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Kusal Mendis ton, Babar’s 87 power Zalmi to record rout of Kings

NEWS DESK:Kusal
Mendis struck a blister-
ing century while Babar
Azam smashed an un-
beaten 87 as Peshawar
Zalmi handed Kar-achi
Kings a crushing 159-
run defeat here at the
National Bank Stadium
on Thursday night.

The top-order pair’s
brilliance, followed by
Abdul Samad’s late on-
slaught, propelled Zalmi
toa mammoth 246-3 be-
fore their bowlers
skittled the Kings for a
paltry 87, with Nahid
Rana, Suftyan Mugeem
and Iftikhar Ahmed
claiming three wickets
each to seal the heavi-
est victory in PSL his-
tory.

“The victory lifted
Zalmi to second in the
PSL standings with
three wins out of four
‘matches —one of which
was washed out — as
Karachi dropped to
fourth.

Mendis smashed
109 off 52 balls, hitting
14 fours and four sixes,
while sharing a record
191-run partnership
the highest in PSL his-
tory — with Babar,
whose 51-ball knock in-
cluded 10 boundaries
and two sixes.

Samad then capped
the innings with a bellig-
erent 40 off just 12 balls,
hammering three fours

and four sixes after arriv-  consecutive sixes off
ing at the crease at the Mir Hamza, while Babar
start of the 18th over.  accelerated at the other
‘almi raced to 65-1 end with two fours and
in powerplay, both Babar ~ a six — the latter taking
and Mendis displaying him past 12,000 T20 runs
flair and aggression af- — off Khushdil.
ter Mohammad Haris fell Mendis then took
on the second ball of the apart Abbas Afridi for
innings to spinner three successive fours,
Khushdil Shah. before both batters
Mendis launched capped the powerplay
the counterattack with ~with a boundary each.

The Sri Lankan
brought up his half-cen-
tury off 26 balls in the
ninth over, having earlier
swept Adam Zampa for
six. He continued to
dominate, pulling and
driving Hamza Sohail for
boundaries as Zalmi
reached 102-1 at the half-
waymark.

Babar reached his
fifty off 32 balls, el-

egantly driving Moeen
Ali inside out before
striking him through the
covers for consecutive
boundaries.

Zalmi surged past
150 in the next over as
Babar and Mendis took
further toll on Zampa,
wi-th the latter reaching
his century off just 48
balls. Zampa endured a
tough outing as both the

batters continued to at-
tack but the partnership
was eventually broken
when Mendis miscued
an attempted big hit
against Abbas to substi-
tute Haroon Arshad in
the covers.

Abbas struck again
two balls later, dismiss-
ing Michael Bracewell,
who had earlier hit a six
off his first delivery, as

LT A

Zalmi briefly lost
momentum. However,
Babar ensured there was
no let-up, guiding Zalmi
past 200 in the 18th over
with a crisp boundary off
Mir Hamza.

Samad then un-
leashed a stunning dis-
play of power-hitting,
smashing Abbas for
three consecutive sixes
before plundering Mir

Hamza for three fours
and asix in the final over
tolift Zalmi to an impos-

chase began
disastrously,  with
Moha-mmad Waseem
holing out to Iftikhar on
the third ball. Farhan
Yousuf’s diving catch
then removed captain
David Warner, while
Ifiikhar trapped Salman
Ali Agha Ibw to deepen
the crisis as they fell to
8-3in the third over.
Azam Khan (25 off
27) briefly resisted with

managed to limp to 27-3
in powerplay. Nahid
Rana’s sharp bouncer
accounted for Saad
Baig, and Moeen Ali
soon followed, falling to
Sufiyan Mugeem.

‘Any hopes of re-
covery ended when
Azam was bowled by
Suﬁyan leaving Karachi
at 6

I’lay was halted for
nearly 30 minutes due to
atechnical fault with the
spider cam, which re-
mained  suspended
above the pitch.

After the resump-
tion, wickets continued
to tumble. Khushdil top-
edged a Nahid delivery
to the wicket-keeper,
while Nahid then
bow-led Zampa to com-
plete his three-wicket
haul.

Verstappen Red Bull future in doubt

NEWS DESK:Four-time
world champion Max
Verstappen's future in
Formula One was again
cast in doubt on Thurs-
day after it was con-
firmed that his long-time
race engineer will leave
Red Bull for McLaren.

After details of
Gianpiero Lambiase's
switch emerged earlier
on Thursday, Red Bull
and McLaren both con-
firmed the news in sepa-
rate statements.

Red Bull said
Lambiase will leave "in
2028, when his current
contract expires" with
McLaren confirming he
will take on the role of
chief racing officer with
their team when he starts
"no later than 2028".

The British-Italian
engineer, known as 'GP,
has  worked with
Verstappen since the
Dutchman joined Red
Bull a decade ago.

"The team look for-
ward to welcoming
Gianpiero Lambiase
when his existing con-
tract ends, no later than

2028," McLaren said in - Mastercard, while also
astatement. reaffirming the team's
"The role of the long-term commitment
chief racing officer al- to confirmingits position
ready exists within the asa Championship-win-
team's structure with ningteam."
overall leaderel—up of the A Red Bull state-
race team."These duties ment read: "Oracle Red
are currently managed Bull Racing confirms
by Andrea Stella in ad- that Gianpiero Lambiase
dition to his role as team  will leave the team in
principal. 2028, when his currenl
"Lambiase is the contract expires. 'GP i:
latest hire designed to a valued member oflhe
strengthen and support team, which he joined in
the talent pool that ex- 2015."Until his planned
ists at McLaren departure, 'GP' contin-

ues in his roles as Head
of Racing and as Race
Engineer to Max
Verstappen. The team
and he are fully commit-
ted to add more success
to our strong track
record together."
Lambiase's exit will
mark the departure of yet
another senior figire
from Red Bull, with
Christian Horner sacked
as team principal last

ar.

Design guru Adrian
Newey and sporting di-
rector Jonathan
Wheatley both left their
posts before Horner's
exit.

It also raises more
questions about
Verstappen, who last
won the world title in
2024, and hinted during
last month's race in Ja-
pan he is ready to quit
Formula One.

Verstappen, whose
current Red Bull deal
runs until 2028, is a lowly
ninth in the champion-
ship —with just 12 points
from the opening three
races.

Chris Green, Devon Conway give
United facile win over Qalandars

NEWSDESK:
Islamabad Unit-ed’s
spinners exploited a
sluggish pitch to perfec-
tion before Devon
Conway

Mohamiad Faiq gulded
their side to a comfort-
able nine-wicket victory
over Lahore Qalandars in
their HBL Pakistan Su-
per League clash ina hot
afternoon here at the Na-
tional Bank Stadium on
Thursday.

On a sticky surface
that demanded patience
rather than power,
United adapted far bet-
ter than their oppo-
nents, restricting Lahore
to a scanty 100 — the
lowest total recorded at
the venue in the PSL
history — before com-
pleting the chase with
clinical east

Australian off-spin-
ner Chris Green led the
effort with a disciplined
spell of 3-19, supported o

on sluggish surface

effectively by Imad mid-offin the fifth over.
Wasim and captain Green  bowled
Shadab  Khan as Hasecbullah Khan (19
Lahore’s batting repeat-  off22 balls) in the eighth
edly faltered against overwith adelivery that
spin on a surface offer- ~held its line, while Rubin
ing grip and variable Herm-ann (four) holed
ace. out off Shadab in the
“I thought it was a ninth as Qalandars
great chkel for a day slipped to 50-4 at the
game,” Green said afier- vay mark.
wards. “The square was Asif Ali briefly
quite dry and, to be hon-  threatened to launch a
est, it was a complete counterattack, striking
bowling performance.”  Faheem Ashraf for a six
Lahore never recov-  in the 12th over, but fell
ered after a cautious soon after attempting
start. The slow track another big hit, handing
blunted their batters” at- Shadab his second
tacking strokes forcing wicket.
them to commit mistakes Green then pro-
as they crawled to 34-2 duced a standout mo-
in powerplay. ment in the field, diving
Imad in the opening sharply to his right to
over remo-ved complete a return catch
Mohammad Naeem and dismiss debutant
(nought) before the left- Ryan Burl (two) in the
arm  spinner sent
Abdullah Shafique (10) Slknndar Raza at-
back as the batter picked  tempted to rebuild with
out a diving Shndnb at ameasured knock, strik-

ing boundaries through
placement rather than
power, but scoring re-
mained laborious.

The Zimbabwean
all-rounder eventually
departed for 25 off 19
balls in the 16th over,
sweeping Green straight
to short fine leg as the
Qalandars’ hopes, who
were now 91-7, of a late
recovery faded.

Richard Gleeson
cleaned up the tail effi-
ciently, bowling Haris
Rauf with a slower full
toss before uprooting
Ubaid Shah’s stumps
with a pinpoint Yorker.
Faheem Ashraf dis-
missed captain
Shah-een Shah Afridi
(nine) to end the innings
in the penultimate over.

“Batting on this
wicket wasn't as diffi-
cult as the scoreboard
reflec-ted,” Raza said af-
ter the match. “Nowa-
days T20 cricket is be-
coming more about slog-
ging than the demon-
stration of batsmanship.

“I told the boys in
the dressing room that
we need to focus on
batsmanship rather than
slogging if we want to be
successful in Karachi.”

Islamabad, in con-
trast, approached the
chase with clarity and
composure.

Although Sameer
Minhas fell early to
Shaheen, United main-
tained control through
Conway and Faiq,
whose ~ partnership
blended calculated ag-
gression with intelligent
strike rotation.

Lin targets Asian Games

NEWS DESK: Gen-
der-row boxer Lin Yu-
ting's coach said the
Taiwanese Olympic
champion would target
Asian Games gold af-
ter stepping up in
weight and winning
bronze in her first
event since the Paris
Olympics.

Lin, who won gold
at 57kg at the 2024
Games, was cleared
last month by World
Boxing to resume
competition at the
Asian Elite Champion-
ships in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia, after pass-
ing a gender test.

She reached the
semi-final of the 60kg
class but lost to North
Korea's Won Un
Gyong.

Her coach, Tseng
Tzu-chiang, told AFP
that Lin would aim for
asecond Asian Games
gold inJapan later this
year after her come-
back "breakthrough"
this week, having won
the 57kg class in
Hangzhou in 2023.

"Changing weight
class is inherently a
challenge. Having
new competitors is a
great way to challenge
yourself," Tseng told
AFP in a phone mler-
view fro
Ulaanbaatar.

"It's definitely a
fantastic opportunity
because we've never
encountered any op-
ponents in this weight
class before.

"It's a break-
through."

The medical com-

mittee of World Box-
ing, the governing body
recognised by the In-
ternational Olympic
Committee (I0C), last
month finally cleared
the 30-year-old Lin to
return to the ring.

"It's a new weight
class and she hasn't
been able to compete
on the stage for a long
time," said Tseng.

"Of course, the
gender test is also a
challenge and now
that we've passed that
hurdle, we'll focus on
doing our best in the
Asian Games."

Lin and Algerian
boxer Imane Khelif
were embroiled in a
gender-cligibility row
at the 2024 Paris
Olympic  Games,
where they won golds
in separate weight
classes.

Both had been
barred from the Inter-
national Boxing
Association's (IBA)
2023 world champion-
ships for failing eligi-
bility tests.

The 10C allowed
them to compete in
Paris, saying they had
been victims of "a sud-
den and arbitrary de-
cision by the IBA".

World Boxing
subsequently intro-
duced a policy that
fighters who want to
participate in the
women's  category
need to take a one-off
genetic test.

Lin was tested
last year, but World
Boxing did not reveal
the results.

She missed the
world championships
in September after re-
portedly failing to get

a response from
World Boxing.

Taiwan's boxing
association began an
appeal process, sub-
mitting medical docu-
ments to World Box-
ing that were analysed
by its medical commit-
tee.

In March she was
finally cleared to com-
pete "in the female
category at World
Boxing competitions,"
said its secretary gen-
eral, Tom Dielen in a
statement.

Tseng said it had
been a drawn-out pro-
cess.

"We spent a lot of
effort communicating
and coordinating with
World Boxing and the
10C to define the gen-
der test policy, which
took a lot of time," he
said.

NEWS DESK:Andy
Robertson will bring
down the curtain on his
nine-year career at
Liverpool at the end of
the season, the faltering
Premier League champi-
ons announced on
Thursday.

The 32-year-old has
made 373 appearances
for the club, winning
two Premier League
titles and the Champions
League as a key member
of the side that restored
the Reds to the top of
the English and Euro-
pean game under Jurgen
Klopp.However, he has
dropped down the peck-
ing order this season
since the arrival of Mi-
los Kerkez and his con-
tract, which expires at
the end of the campaign,
will not be renewed.

he Scotland cap-
tain is the second high-
profile departure from
Liverpool in the coming
months after Mohamed
Salah announced he will

also depart at the end of
the season."Il always
look back on amazing
memories at this football
club, I've put my heart
and soul into the club for
nine years and I've not
ot many regrets," said
Robertson.

"T've grown as a
man and as a person.
This club will always
mean the world to me, the
fans will mean the world

to me. It has been a hell
of a journey."

Less than a year on
from winning the Premier
League, Liverpool have
endured a miserable
campaign, marked by
tragedy off the field.

A close friend of
Robertson's, forward
Diogo Jota died in a car
accident in July.

On the field, Arne
Slot has struggled to

find the right balance
from an expensively as
sembled squad that s
fifth in the Premier
League.

Liverpool were also
dumped out of the FA
Cup 4-0 by Manchester
City last weekend and
lost 2-0 in the first leg of
their Champions League
quarter-final against
Paris Saint-Germain on
Wednesday.
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Residents trapped 1nd00rs as area sealed under tight security

NEWS DESK: Extraordi-
nary security measures
were in place in the twin
cities of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad ahead of cru-
cial talks between the
United States and Iran in
Islamabad.

The local adminis-
tration and police closed
Old Airport Road and
roads leading to Nur
Khan Airbase on Thurs-
day by placing contain-
ers and barbed wire.

The security mea-
sures taken by law en-
forcement agencies
turned the area into a
prison for local resi-
dents, as their move-
ment was restricted to
their houses.

Areas that have
been blocked include
Shah Khalid Colony,
Gulzar-e-Quaid, Airport
Housing  Society,
Mangtal Town, Faisal
Colony and others.

Traffic diversions
and the blocking of
roads with shipping con-
tainers caused inconve-
nience to the public, R
ready facing difficulties Chowk to Airport Rawalpindi district.
moving within the city Chowk, along with link Commuters using elec-
and cantonment areas roads and streets, was tric green buses were
due to the closure of Old  also closed, forcing resi- dropped on Tipu Road
Airport Road from dents toremain confined instead of Old Airport
Rahimabad to Koral totheir homes. and Koral Chowk.
Chowk. Police and security As a result, hun-

Strangely, the ser- personnel were placed dreds of travellers, in-
vice road from Koral on high alert across the ~cluding women and chil-

dren, had to cover long
distances on foot.

Traffic jams were
also witnessed on
Murree Road, Commit-
tee Chowk, Marrir
Chowk, Saddar and
Fawwara Chowk due to
road blockades. Local

B

residents : and lradem in
areas also

forming people to make
arr

suffered due to the clo-
sures.

Mohammad Zafar, a
resident of Shah Khalid
Colony, said the admin-
istration closed streets
and roads without in-

hey
were not given time to
store edibles.

“I booked a water
tanker in the morning,
but the owner refused to
come due to the closure
of roads and streets. We

are without water and
had to arrange a small
tanker, which charged
double and reached my
house via narrow
streets,” said Malik Riaz,
another resident.

Many students who
appeared in the matric
examination returned
home on foot as roads
were closed in the after-
noon.

“My son arrived on
foot from Gracy Lane as
no vehicle was allowed
to run on the main road,”
said Qamar Afzal.

eople complained
of a shortage of edibles,
and supplies were lim-
ited in local markets, with
shopkeepers cashing in
on the situation. Resi-
dents demanded that al-
ternative access be pro-
vided to their houses
and to city areas or hos-
pitals.

“We had to pur-
chase medicines as it ap-
peared the roads would
likely remain closed till

~ the end of negotiations

between US and Iranian
teams in Islamabad.

The administration
should at least deploy
‘mobile health vans in the
area for patients,” said
Mohammad Rizwan, a
resident of Gulzar-i-

Quaid.
On the other hand,

the district administra-
tion and local police di-
rected traders of Saddar,
Old Airport Road and
adjoining areas to keep
their outlets closed for
two days — Friday and
Saturday.

Anjuman Tajraan
Rawalpindi President
Shahid Ghafoor Paracha
said the district admin-
istration requested
shopkeepers to close
shops in and around Nur
Khan Airport and
Saddar,

while bazaars on
Murree Road, Raja Ba-
zaar and others would
remain open. He said
city bazaars would re-
main open on Friday and
Saturday.

Meanwhile, the
Metro Bus Service be-
tween Rawalpindi and
Islamabad will be re-
stricted from Saddar to
Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences on Fri-
da

"The electric bus
route from Raja Bazaar to
Old Airport was sus-
pended for three days
from Thursday to Satur-

I

ay.

“The route will be
opened once the district
administration gives
clearance,” said an offi-
cial of the Regional
Transport Authority.

Pakistan Navy rescues 18 crew
members, including foreign
nationals, of merchant vessel in
Arabian Sea operation

NEWS DESK: The Paki- It added that upon medical assistance, sup-
stan Navy carriedoutan  receiving the emer- ported in firefighting,
operation in the Arabian gency alert, Pakistan conducted damage as-
Seaandrescued 18 crew Maritime  Security sessment of the vessel,
members, including for-  Agency (PMSA) acti- and later rescued crew
eign nationals, ofa mer- vated its Maritime Res- members.
chant vessel followinga  cue Coordination Centre “The evacuated
distress call, a statement (MRCC) and promptly ~crew members have been
issued by the PN'saidon  initiated response proto- safely transported to
Friday. cols. Karachi for further medi-
The statement said: “Accordingly, Paki- cal care and subsequent
“In aswift humanitarian stan Navy Ship (PNS) repatriation to their re-
operation, Pakistan Hunain, patrollingin the ~spective countries,” it
Navy successfully res- assigned area, was imme- ~ said.
cued and evacuated 18 dlalely tasked to provide The statement fur-
crew members, including  assistance to MV Gold  ther said, “Humanitarian
nationals of China, Autumn,”itadded. rendered by

FO clarifies visa-on-arrival facility for 'Islamabad
Talks' limited to US, Iran delegates, journalists

NEWS DESK:Foreign
Office spokesperson
Tahir Andrabi clarified
on Friday that the visa-
on-arrival facility pro-
vided by Pakistan for the
‘Islamabad Talks'applies
only to delegates and
journalists from partici-
ating nations, namely
Iran and the United
States. “This facility, ex-
tended for the duration
of the talks, does not
cover third-country na-
tionals,” he added.
Earlier, Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
cign Minister Ishaq Dar
said that delegates and

and pushed the global
economy to the brink of
recession.

Meanwhile, Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
reviewed security ar-
rangements and directed
that foolproof security
measures be imple-
mented for foreign dig-
nitaries.

According to a
statement issued by the
Ministry of Interior on
X, Naqvi chaired a high-
level security meeting
where arrangements and
operational plans were
reviewed, focusing on
security, protocol, and

Bangladesh, The statement said Pakistan Navy Ship at
yanmar, Vietnam that PNS Hunain “ac- extended ranges off
and Indonesia, follow- tively undertook the Pakistan’s coast reflects
ing a distress call from search and rescue opera- the Pakistan Navy’s
merchant vessel (MV) tion, demonstrating pro-  continued resolve and
Gold Autumn, operating  fessionalism and opera- commitment to always
in North Arabian Sea at ~tional expertise”. be the first responder in
200 nautical miles (ap- “Pakistan Navy maritime crisis situati

s from partici-
pating nations coming to
Islamabad will be issued
a visa on arrival.

In a post on X to-
day, FM Dar said, "Paki-
stan welcomes all del-
egates, including j Jour-

proximately 370 km) off ~ Ship’s team, comprising in its reepecuve area of
Pakistan’s coast.” specialists, provided responsibility.”

Lahore-bound Shalimar
Express derails near Sheikhupura;
rail traffic suspended

NEWS DESK:The the derailed coach back the main track at the
Lahore-bound Shalimar on track, enabling the station.They added that
Express derailed near train to proceed to the Shalimar Express
Sheikhupura on Friday, Lahore,”saidarailways was moving at a very
leaving rail traffic on the official while talking to ~ slow speed while enter-
Faisalabad-Lahore sec- Dawn.Shalimar express  ing the loop line, which
tion suspended. derailed near helped prevent a major

According to offi- Sheikhupura on Friday, accident and saved pas-
cial sources, one of the Apr 10. —Photo pro- sengers from injury.
passenger coaches of vided by author Last month, 26 pas-
the train derailed while it On Wednesday, the sengers were injured
was heading towards ~same train, Shalimar Ex-  when seven coaches of
Lahore. No injuries or press, derailed near a train derailed near
casualties were re- Shahdadpur railway Adam Wahan Railway

rted. station.Railway officials Station in Punjab’s

Rail traffic on the said that coaches num- Lodhran district.
route  has  been bered4,5,6and7 went The incident came
suspended.“The relief off the track when the around 10 days after the
train dispatched from train was being diverted Lahore-bound Shalimar
Lahore is currently at to a loop line due to a Express collided with a
the site working to put faulty Awami Expresson goods train at Lakha
Road Railway Station in
Sindh’s Naushahro
Feroze district, resulting
in the death of one per-
son and leaving a dozen
wounded.

The number of de-
railments and accidents
has been rising rapidl
in recent months due to
various issues, includ-
ing defective coaches
and wagons, as well as
ageing track sections
across Pakistan Rail-
ways’ network.

nalists from parti
ing nations, travelling in
relation to Islamabad
Talks 2026.

To this end, all air-
lines are requested to
permit boarding to all
such individuals without
Immigration au-
thonues in Pakistan will
i e lhem a visa on ar-
Tiv

Pakistan is set to
host what could prove to
be one of the most con-
sequential diplomatic
engagements in recent
history, as senior leaders
from the US and Iran ar-
rive in Islamabad for
high-stakes negotia-
tions following a devas-
tating six-week war that
has left thousands dead

measures for
the visiting delegations.

Directing authori-
ties to ensure smooth ar-
rangements for the for-
elgn delegations, he

said

"The holding of the
US-Iran  talks in
Islamabad after the
ceasefire is an honour

for Pakistan.'

The meeting also
discussed the complete
sealing of the Red Zone,
with only authorised
personnel being granted
entry.

'A control room has
been set up by the Min-
istry of Interior to man-
age security and coordi-
nation of the event,’
Naqvi added.

Islamabad Police
also issued a traffic ad-
visory in view of the
movement of foreign
delegations in the capi-
tal.

According to a
statement issued by the
Chief Traffic Officer
(CTO) of Islamabad,
Muhammad Sarfraz Virk,
diversions would be
placed on Srinagar and
Express Highways.

It stated that entry
into the Red Zone was
strictly prohibited, ex-
cept for official govern-

ment vehicles, and the
public has been urged
not to travel towards the

area.

"Security in the city
remains on high alert,
with strict checks under-
way atall entryand exit
points.

Citizens have been
advised to avoid unnec-
essary travel except in
emergencies and to use
alternative routes during
the diversions," it
added.

The statement fur-
ther requested citizens
to cooperate with law en-
forcement agencies, and
for traffic updates, the
public had been advised
to follow the Islamabad
Traffic Police’s
WhatsApp channel, so-
cial media pages, and FM
92.4 for real-time informa-
tion.

Just three days af-
ter a fragile and hard-
won ceasefire, the talks,

scheduled for Friday,
aim to determine
whether the tenuous
truce can be trans-
formed into a durable
peace agreement.

With tensions still
simmering across the
Middle East, the
Islamabad dialogue is
being closely watched

cal
over conflict.

The American del-
egation will be led by
Vice President JD Vance,
accompanied by Presi-
dent Donald Trump's
key Middle East envoys,
Steve Witkoffand Jared
Kushner.

On the Iranian side,
Parliamentary Speaker
Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf is expected to
head the delegation,
alongside Foreign Min”
ister Abbas Araghchi
and other senior offi-
cials.

The presence of
such high-level figures
underscores both the
urgency and the gravity
of the situation.

Islamabad has ef-
fectively been placed
under an unprecedented
security  lockdown
ahead of the talks.

Key routes have
been sealed, security
personnel heavily de-
ployed, and surveiilance
heightened to ensure the
safety of visiting digni-
taries. Officials say the
negotiations will take
place at a secure, undis-
closed location, away
from the media spotlight.

Dar, French FM dlSCllSS Lebanon violations,
reafﬁrm bilateral cooperation

NEWS DESK:Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
cign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Friday received a
phone call from French
Foreign Minister Jean-

Noél Barrot, during |

which the two leaders
discussed regional de-
velopments and bilateral
ties.

The French foreign
minister congratulated
Pakistan on its role in
securing an initial
ceasefire agreement and
expressed support for
Islamabad’s continued
effforts towards a diplo-
matic pathway for last-
ing peace and stability
in the region.

Both sides voiced
concern over serious
ceasefire violations in
Lebanon and under-
scored the importance of
full implementation and
respect for the agree-
ment.

They also reaf-
firmed their commitment
to strengthening bilat-
eral relations and en-
hancing economic and
trade  cooperation,
agreeing to remain in
close contact.

&
As Pakistan
brokered ceasefire
beetween Iran and US,
Israel launched a series
of attacks on Lebanon,
violating the ceasefire.
Later, Donald Trump
said he had urged Ben-
jamin Netanyahu to
scale back Israel’s mili-
tary operations

non, expressing hop
that a broader ccdschrc

could hold.

His remarks came
after Washington an-
nounced a two-week
truce with Iran following
weeks of escalating con-
flict across the region,
with peace talks sched-
uled in Islamabad aimed
at securinga longer-term
settlement,

the
ceasefire, Israel has in-

tensified strikes across
Lebanon, carrying out
some of its deadliest at-
tacks since the conflict
with Hezbollah esca-
lated last month.
Lebanese authori-
ties say hundreds have
been killed and over a
thousand injured, fuel-
ling fears that continued
hostilities could derail
fragile diplomatic efforts

and potentially lead to a
wider regional escala-
ion.

Pakistan, which
played a key role in
brokering the US-Iran
truce, has stressed that
the ceasefire should ex-
tend to Lebanon.
Officials

Islamabad and cl;c-
where have expressed
concern that Israeli o]
erations risk undermin-
ing the agreement, while
reiterating their commit-
ment to facilitating dia-
logue and advancing
peace efforts through
upcoming negotiations.

The diverging posi-
tions of Washington
and  Tehran over
whether Lebanon is cov-
ered by the ceasefire
have added to uncer-
tainty.

WhllC the US main-
tains that Israel’s actions
fall outside the truce,
Iran insists that contin-
ued strikes violate the
agreement, warning they
could render talks
“meaningless” and
jeopardise prospects for
a durable peace in the
region.




