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Balochistan Launches Digital Monitoring

Web Desk:
The Government of
B i as the

for Field Officers

ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, where
officials assessed the progress
of ongoing development
projects.
D

launch of a cutting-edge digi-
tal monitoring system aimed at
improving the attendance, p(.r-
formance, and

ccretarie:

presented detailed briefings on
project timelines, quality stan-
dards, challenges, and imple-

field officers across the prov-
ince.
The new system will feature a
live location-based attendance
mechanism, allowing authori-
ties to monitor officers in real
time and ensure their presence
at assigned duty stations.

The decision was finalized
during a high-level review
meeting chaired by Chief Min-

Strict Action Against
Officers Absent for
More Than 10 Days

Emphasizing strict
timelines, the Chief Minister
directed that all ongoing devel-
opment schemes must be com-
pleted before June 2026, warn-
ing that delays or negligence
will not be tolerated.

He instructed district of-
ficers to remain present in the
field rather than staying in the
provincial capital, Quetta, and
to ensure that projects are ex-
ecuted efficiently and in line
with approved standards.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of field supervision, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti said that effec-
tive monitoring is critical for
timely resolution of public is-
sues and successful comple-
tion of development initiatives.

He ordered strict action
against officers found absent
from their assigned areas for
more than 10 days, stressing
zero tolerance for poor perfor-

nce.

‘Warning to Officials
Responsible for
Inefficiency, Delays,
or Negligence

The Chief Minister stated
that the digital monitoring sys-
tem will enhance governance,
improve transparency, and
strengthen accountability
within the provincial adminis-
tration.

He noted that the initiative
will ensure efficient use of pub-
lic funds while accelerating the
pace of development in
Balochistan.

Reaffirming his
government’s commitment, he

said that transparency, quality
assurance, and timely comple-
tion of development projects
remain top priorities. He
warned that officials respon-
sible for inefficiency, delays, or
negligence will face strict con-
sequences.

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister also appreci-
ated the role of Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan for
consistently holding Secretar-
ies’ Committee meetings and
driving reform efforts. He di-
rected authorities to further
strengthen the digital monitor-
ing framework to ensure fast-
track and sustainable develop-
ment across the province.

PMD predicts
rainfallin upper
parts of country

from April 16 to 19

NEWS DESK:

The Pakistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) on Monday said
that the upper parts of the coun-
try were expected to receive rain
and thunderstorms from April 16
to19.

In a press release, the PMD
said a westerly wave was likely
to approach the country’s north-
western parts on April [6 (Thurs-
day) and likely to persist in the
upper parts till April 19 (Sunday).

Under the influence of the
weather system, rain-windstorm/
thunderstorm with isolated heavy
falls were likely in areas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan
(GB), and Azad Jammu and Kash-
‘mir (AJK).

In KP, rain-windstorm/thun-
derstorm with isolated heavy
falls/hailstorm (snowfall over
mountains) was expected in
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Kalam, Shangla,
Buner, Kohistan, Malakand,
Battagram, Mansehra,
Abbottabad, Balakot, Haripur,
Mardan, Nowshera, Peshawar,
Bajaur, Mohmand, Swabi,
Charsadda, Kohat, Kurram,
Khyber and Hangu from the
evening of April 16 to April 19
with occasional gaps.

“Light rain wind/thunder-
storm is likely at isolated places
in Orakzai, Karak, Bannu, Lakki
Marwat, Tank Dera Ismail Khan
and Waziristan on April 17 and
18,” the PMD added.

In GB, “rain-wind/thunder-
storm with moderate to isolated
heavy falls (snowfall over the
mountains)” was forecasted in
Diamer, Astore, Ghizer, Skardu,
‘Hunza, Gilgit, Guanche and Shigar
during this period with occa-
sional gaps.

For AJK, the PMD predicted

“rain-windstorm/thunderstorm

withisolated hailstorm™ in Neelum

Valley, Muzaffarabad, Poonch,

Hattian, Bagh, Haveli, Sudhanou

Kotli, Bhimber and Mirpur from

April 17 to 19 with occasional
aps.

Moderate to isolated heavy
falls were expected on April 18 and
19, the Met Office added.

According to PMD, “rain-
windstorm/thunderstorm” was
expected in Quetta, Ziarat,
Chaman, Pishin, Qila Abdullah,
Qila Saifullah, Nushki, Sherani,
Musakhel, Loralai, Harnai, Zhob,
Barkhan and Loralai on Apnl 17
and 18.

It further said “rain-wind-
storm/thunderstorm with isolated
hailstorm” was expected in
Murree, Galliyat, Tslamabad/

Quetta Police Shooting Under Probe as CM Vows
Transparency and Justice

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti has ordered
a full-scale inquiry into the
alleged killing of a young
man by police in Quetta,
calling the incident “deeply
tragic” and assuring that
the truth will not be hidden.
Addressing the provincial as-
sembly, the chief minister
acknowledged the serious-
ness of the case and con-
firmed that the government
had already taken notice.
“We will carry out a thor-
ough investigation, and if
there has been any mistake
on our part, we will not at-
tempt to cover it up,” he

Initial ﬁndmgs suggest the vic-
tim may have been inno-
cent, though officials are
still examining how the situ-
ation unfolded. Authorities
are investigating whether
the incident resulted from
amisjudgment by police per-
sonnel or if the individual
failed to stop when sig-
naled. A detailed report is

p—

expected within days and
will be shared with the as-
sembly.

Bugti admlned that operational
errors can occur in such
situations but stressed that
the loss of an innocent life
is irreversible. In a move
aimed at providing reliefto
the grieving family, he an-
nounced that the govern-
ment would offer financial
compensation, take respon-
sibility for the education of |
the victim’s children, and
provide employment assis-
tance to an unemployed
brother.

He also highlighted that, in ac-
cordance with local Baloch
traditions, the government
would personally approach
the bereaved family to seek
reconciliation and support.

An internal investigation into
the conduct of the police of-
ficials involved is already
underway to determine ac-
countability.

The chief mmlsler reiterated
that justice would be en-
sured and that the findings
of the inquiry would be
made public.

Attock, Chakwal,
Jhelum Khushab Sargodha,
Mianwali, Famalabad Jhang,
Lahore, Gu_]ranwala Slalko!,
Narowal from April 1610 18.

During the same period,
“windstorm/thunderstorm may
occur in Dera Ghazi Khan,
Rajanpur, Layyah, Bhakkar,
Khushab, Noorpur Thal, Multan
and Khanewal”, the PMD said.

Meanwhile, the upper parts
of Sindh were expected to see
windstorms or “dust-raising
winds” from April 16 to 18, ac-
cording to the Met Office.

PMD warns of possible land-
slides, flash floods

Listing the possible impacts,
the PMD warned that landslides
‘may occur in vulnerable areas of
upper KP, GBand AJK from April
17 (Friday) to April 19 (Sunday).

Due to heavy rains, flash
floods were expected in vulner-
able areas ofupper KP (Dir, Swat,
Kohistan, Shangla, Batgram,
Chitral), GB and Kashmir (Neelum
Valley), the PMD stated.

It cautioned that hailstorms
or windstorms and lightning may
damage weak structures, such as
electricity poles, billboards and
solar panels.

Noting that hailstorms or
windstorms may damage stand-
ing crops in KP and upper
Punjab, the Met Office advised
farmers to manage their crops ac-
cording to the prevailing weather
conditions.

It further urged tourists to re-
‘main extra cautious and avoid un-
necessary &ravellmg during the
forecast peri
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SBKWU Teacher Recruitment
Scandal Raises Alarms for

Pakistan’s Education System

sis. Reports that de-
serving candidates
were sidelined only in-
tensify public frustra-
tion and mistrust.

All anti-
and accountability in-
stitutions must take
immediate notice.

A transparent, in-
dependent, and time-
bound investigation is
necessary to identify
those responsible for
manipulating the re-
cruitment process con-
ducted under
SBKWU’s authority.
Accountability must
reach every individual
involved, regardless of
status or influence.

This is not merely

¥
thousands of app
cants for secondary
teaching positions

questions
have emerged over
the secondary teach- across the province,
ers recruitment pro-  such 1rrcgulanucs
cess d d by cannot L;
Sardar Bahadur Khan described as clerical
‘Women’s University mistakes.
(SBKWU), triggering The magnitude
widespread concern strongly suggests
about merit, transpar- organised manipula-
ency, and accountabil-  tion, carried out with
ity in Balochistan’s the involvement or
education system. protection of influen-
It is essential to tial individuals rather
clarify a point that has than the actions of a
caused public confu- single official.
sion: the advertised This issue strikes
posts were NOT for at the heart of educa-
SBKWU itself. The tion governance in
university was only Balochistan. Second-
assigned the responsi- ary school teachers
bility of conducting shape the academic

tests and interviews foundation of students, an administrative con-
for Secondary School and any compromise  troversy; it is a matter
Teacher recruitment onmeritdirectlydam- of justice and the fu-
across Balochistan.  ages learning out- ture of Balochistan’s
According to ini- comes. education system.

tial findings, hundreds
of candidates who had
failed were allegedly
declared successful
during the teacher re-
cruitment process.
Given the scale of

In Balochistan,
where literacy rates
remain among the
lowest in the country,
flawed teacher re-
cruitment  further
deepens an already

If credibility in
teacher recruitment
collapses, public trust
in institutions will col-
lapse  with it.
Balochistan cannot af-
ford silence where in-

the exercise, involving _critical education cri- _tegrity is at stake.

Quetta City, Proposed Master Plan

Abdul Latif Kakar :
The mountain-ringed,
Quetta city needs a
comprehensive master
plan to ensure the so-
lution of problems
faced by citizens and

address the mega
question of climate
change. Through the
proposed plan, scarce
resources would be
transparently and ra-
tionally utilized to make
ita better living city in
the country. For the
first in the history of
the province, the Ur-
ban Planning Develop-
ment (UPD) under the
leadership of chief min-
ister Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan has
started the preparation
of the master plan.
Geographical lo-
cation, looming threat
of natural calamities
including earthquakes,

drought, and floods,
the need for making a
comprehensive master
plan for Quetta city is
growing. Rather, it is
now indispensable to
make this plan, before

it is already late.
Geography and
Soil

Four main units
may describe the soils
of Quettai.c. (1) pied-
mont plains (very deep
and well-drained soil)
(2) piedmont basins (3)
salinity and alkalinity
(4) gravelly piedmont
fans and aprons bor-

near foothills, the soil Soil erosion
consists of sandy loam, As far as soil ero-
mixed with pebbles sionisconcerned, both
and rock fragments stream erosion of soil
and is suitable for veg- and wind erosion is
ctation. occurring in the dis-
In the Hanna val- trict. The stream ero-

ley, the greater part of
the valley floor is cov-
ered by barren rock
bout crops of low re-
lief and dry mala bed.
The soil is restricted to
the narrow banks and
low terraces along the
mainstream.
However, the na-
ture of the soil in Belili
is silty clay which is not
suitable for culti

sion takes place in the
piedmont plain along
the banks and beds of
streams.

Such streams are
Sariab Lora, Hanna
river, Habib Nallah
near Hudda. Wind
erosion occurs in the
valley.

This all requires a
review of the existing

dering the
and plains.

The central part of
the Quetta valley is
covered by a soil that
ranges from sandy
loam to silt loam. This
type of soil is good for
crop production. At the
margin of the valley

plans and
and preparation of the
digitized base map of
Quetta with a protocol
for its updating. A re-
view of existing poli-
cies, prooedures, plans
studies db

Similarly, the Chiltan
surface has soils that
are predominantly
gravelly loams. The
vegetation on these
soils si  mainly

Current and future
population trends need
to be reviewed.
Transportation,
mass transit, and city
traffic management
and monitoring system,

housing commercial,
and industrial land use
evaluation of the exist-
ing condition of build-
ings and housing
schemes should be
thoroughly reviewed.
To be precise, the city
needs a master plan
on an emergency ba-
sis to address the loom-
ing threat of climate
change and natural di-
sasters.
Quetta City, Pro-
posed Master Plan
The author is cur-
rently serving as the
secretary urban plan-

Haloxylon which pro-
vides poor grazing for
livestock.

donor agencies, and
other relevant data.

y ning and

department govern-
ment of Balochistan

Quetta has a better environment, rich cul-
ture, manageable population

Amjad Rashid

Quetta is not a case of
deprivation related to
lack of resources, not
a case of unemploy-
ment, not a case of cli-
mate change, and not
even a case of pov-
erty. It’s a true and
real case of the rich-
ness of culture, envi-
ronment, climate, natu-
ral resources, and man-
ageable human popu-
lation. Unfortunately
our planners, thinkers,
decision-makers
proved to be very self-
ish and greedy.

In Quetta, we had
municipal water posts
( I wish I can get the
pictures). Quetta was
a natural habitat with
a small population of
trees, flowers. The
city had few streets
with few vehicles and
dynamic socio-political
harmony.

We did establish
universities but aban-
doned knowledge

Unfortunately, glo-
bal and regional influ-
ences badly affected
the capital with less
modernization and
more adversity. We did
establish a university,
but abandoned con-
sciousness, we did
build plazas, but with-
out building codes. If
we look back at the
pictures of Quetta of
the sixties. It was like
Zurich but evolved as
little Karachi or
Mumbai. Transformed
from little London to
huge slums ( full of
garbage and filth).
Bad governance, poor
education, corruption,
and poor plannmg con-
verted Quetta into an
ugly place.

We don’t see
green Koh ¢ Mur
Daar a multi-lingual
culture which was its
beauty and unique-
ness has vanished and
replaced by the prac-

o
|

tention. Every day in
the morning when I
look at the sleeping
beauty of Quetta I feel
that the mother of
Quetta ( sleeping
beauty)has become

tices influenced by re-
gional inhuman and
unnatural drama. We
lost our green Quetta
with wild roses which
was its aroma and
identity.

Balochlstan and
Quetta need our at-
tention

Balochistan in
general and Quetta, in

particular, need our at-

sick and looking to-
ward her siblings for
help and cure.

Our water level
reduced, our popula-
tion increase, our poor
Jjustice system, and our
greed for material gain
will never make it a
little London but will
change its fate like the
city full of garbage
supported/fixed by

bricks and cement
which after few more
years will look like a
dumping place of gar-
bage. We must listen
and learn from our he-
roes like Rehman

Baba,

Asher

their vision as guiding
torch. Quetta does not
need more engineers
but needs Thinkers,
guides who should
work to replace the
current citizenry strug-
gling for self-interest
with the soft power and
values of Quetta,
which can bring back

its true beauty and cul-
ture.

Climate change
poses a serious threat
to the developing
world

Environment, Cli-

mate change, global
warming, deforestation
and desertification, and
many such terms were
alien to humanity and
especially to develop-
ing world like Pakistan.
‘We were used to sing-
ing and telling stories
to our siblings (
younger generation)
about the kindness of
nature.

Now we from
Adams to twenty-first-
century experienced,
slavery, the industrial
revolution, conflict of
ideologies, various ver-
sion of world orders

chambeli, bitakh,
surkahi and places like
hanna , thandi Sarak,
and associated culture
of art

and poetry.
Masses

driving to save and
benefit humanity. But
all our efforts to take
humanity to its peak
are bring ended up as
a disaster. The tem-
perature of the moth-
erland is increasing.
habitat of
Balochistan and our
piece of Hcavcn( once
called as “ miss it’s the

Baluchlstan facmg a
host of issues

First time after
seventy-two  years
and since the establish-
ment of Balochistan
Province, its habitats
are frequently faced
by challenges like con-
servation.

In the context cf

of a

motherland is demand-
ing the attention of all
irrespective of our in-
ternational commit-
ments. It’s a matter of
our survival. We need
green economy,

green industry, green
employment, green
politics, and above all
green development.
This situation calls

for a committed social,
political and rcllgmus
commitment to rebuild
and reclaim of our title
“ Quetta has a better
environment, rich cul-
ture. ble

Jjangly Gulab, chakore, scenario, our beloved

pupu]auon
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US miilitary to begin blockade of Iranian ports on Monday

NEWS DESK: The US
military said it would
begin a blockade of all
Tranian ports on Mon-
day, after talks between
the warring sides in Pa-
kistan failed to produce
an agreement, with Presi-
dent Donald Trump blam-
ing the Islamic
republic’s refusal to
abandon its nuclear am-
bitions.
Trump
nounced on social media
he would blockade the
strategic  Strait of
Hormuz trading route
that he has been de-
‘manding Tehran fully
open, after his vice pres
dent, JD Vance left ne-
gotiations with an Ira-
nian delegation in
Islamabad on Sunday.
The stall in talks
dashed global hopes of
a deal to permanently
end the war that has
killed thousands and
thrown the global
economy into turmoil

had an-

since it began in late blockade. Monday. that asserted all ships
February. “The blockade will US forces would ~trying toenter or exit the
As’ negotiating be enforced impartially not impede vessels tran- ~strait would be blocked.

Iran’s Revolution-
ary Guards had warned
before the US military
announcement that they

full control of traffic
through Hormuz and
would trap any chal-
lenger “ina deadly vor-

teams flew out, mediator
Pakistan said it would
keep facilitating their
dialogue and has called
on both sides to honour
the fragile two-week
ceasefire struck last
week that experts said
could be put at risk by
any maritime military

against vessels of a
nations entering or de-
parting Iranian ports and
coastal areas, including
all Iranian ports on the
Arabian Gulfand Gulf of
Oman,” US Central Com-
mand said in a state-
ment, adding it would
begin at 1400 GMT on

siting the Strait of
Hormuz to and from
non-Iranian ports, it
added.

Trump on his Truth
Social platform con-
firmed the US military’s
statement, a more limited
operation than envis-

aged in his carlier post In his lengthy social

tional Research, said a
US blockade was “not a
minor coercive signal”
but could rather be con-
sidered an effective re-
sumption of the war.
The US military said
Saturday that two US
Navy warships had tran-
sited the strait to begin
clearing it of mines, a
claim Tehran denied.
But the strait was
far from the only friction
point jettisoning global
efforts led by Pakistan
to end the war, which
began on when Israel
and the US launched
strikes on Iran, which
retaliated by attacking
Gulf and Israeli cities.
The US delegation
in Islamabad — led by
Vance, special envoy
Steve Witkoff and
Trump’s son-in-law
Jared Kushner — was
frustrated by Iran’s re-
fusal to give up what it
called its right to a
nuclear programme.
“Thave alwa; id,
right from the bcgmmng,
and many years ago,
IRAN WILL NEVER
HAVE A NUCLEAR
'WEAPON!” Trump later
posted. Vance told re-
orters in Islamabad that
Washington had made
Tehranits “ﬂnal and best
offer,” addin; e’ll
see if the Iranians dcccpl
it -

contracts topping $100a
barrel. Iran’s parliament
speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf, who
led Tehran’s delegation
in Pakistan, said Tehran
would “not bow to any
threats™ from Washing-
ton, while navy chief
Shahram Irani called
Trump’s blockade threat
“ridiculous”.

After the highest-
level US-Iran talks since
the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion failed to deliver a
deal, Iranian foreign min-
istry Abbas Araghchi
blamed “maximalism,
shifting goalposts, and
(a) blockade™ that pre-
vented an agreement he
said they were “just
inches away from”.

Trump told report-
ers on Sunday he was
ambivalent on the pros-
pect of talks continuing
with Iran. “Idon’t care if
they come back or not.
Ifthey don’t come back,
I'm fine,” he said.

‘Final and best of-
fer’ Tehran has already
been restricting traffic
through the strait — a
key route for global oil
and gas shipments —
while allowing some
vessels serving friendly
countries such as China
to pass. Nicole
Grajewski, an assistant
professor at Sciences
Po’s Center for Interna-

‘media post, Trump said
on Sunday his goal was
to clear the strait of
mines and reopen it to
all shipping, but that
Iran must not be allowed
to profit from controlling
the waterway.
“Effective immedi-
ately, the United States
Navy, the Finest in the
World, will begin the
process of BLOCKAD-

ING any and all Ships
trying to enter, or leave,
the Strait of Hormuz,”
Trump said. “Any Ira-
nian who fires at us, or
at peaceful vessels, will
be BLOWN TO HELL!”
0Oil prices — which
tumbled last week after
the temporary ceasefire

jumped around eight
percent Monday, with
both key WTTand Brent

Trump says ‘not a big fan’ of Pope Leo
after his anti-war message

NEWS DESK: US Presi- Church had better take
dent Donald Trump told its side.”

reporters on Sunday Vatican spokesman
that he is “not a big fan™ Matteo Bruni said in a
of Pope Leo XIV, after statement “the account
the global leader of presented by certain
Catholics made a plea media outlets regarding
for peace amid the war this meeting does not

one that showed the
president dressed as the
pope.
Rejectinga rift
Washington and
the Vatican have re-
jected reports ofa rift.
On Friday, a Vatican
official denied reports

with a post on Trulh So-
cial, saying: “I don’t
‘want a Pope who thinks
it’s OK for Iran to have a
Nuclear Weapon.”
“Pope Leo is
WEAK on Crime, and
terrible for Foreign

in the Middle East. Policy,” he said. currcspond to the truth
The 70-year-old The  president that a top Pentagon of- in any way.”
American popé publicly added that Leo had only ~ficial gave the church While both parties

been elected “because
he was an American, and
they thought that would
be the best way to deal
with President Donald J.
Trump.’

“If T wasn’t in_the
White House, Leo
wouldn’t be in the
Vatican.” Trump later
posted an Al-generated
image of himself.

Tn the image, the
president  appears
dressed in red and white
robes as he cures a man
with his healing hand.
The American flag is
shown over his shoul-
der.

implored leaders on Saf-
urday to end the vi
lence, telling worshi
pers at St Peter’s Ba-
silica: “Enough of the
idolatry of self and
money! Enough of the
display of po\ver‘
Enough of war!”

“I'mnot a big fan of
Pope Leo. He's a very
liberal person, and he’s
a man who doesn’t be-
lieve in stopping crime,”
Trump told reporters at
Joint Base Andrews in
Maryland.

He accused the
pontiffof “toying with a
country that wants a
nuclear weapon.”

later
doubled down on his
comments to reporters

envoy to the United
States a “bitter lecture”
over Pope Leo’s criti-
cisms of the Trump ad-
‘ministration.

The story in the
Free Press —which the
Pentagon had already
dismissed as “dis-
torted” — reported that
Cardinal Christophe military force in the
Pierre was summoned in - Middle Eastand Venezu-
January to the Penta- ela.

o, where he was given

a dressing-down by US
Under Secretary of De-
fense for Policy Elbridge
Colby.

The military official
reportedly told the car-
dinal that the United
States “has the military
power to do whatever it
wants — and that the

sist the meeting was
cordial, the Holy See and
the White House have
openly been at odds
over  the Trump
administration’s
hardline mass deporta-
tion campaign — which
the pope called “inhu-
man’ and the use of

When Trump made
genocidal threats
against Iran — saying
“Awhole civilisation will
die tonight, never to be
brought back again” —
the pontiff slammed the
“truly unacceptable”
statement and urged
parties to “‘come back to
the table” for negotia-
tions.
Earlier this month,
Pope Leo hailed the
news of a ceasefire be-
tween the United States
and Iran as a “sign of
real hope.”

But peace talks be-
tween the United States
and Iran, held in
Islamabad,  ended
abruptly and without a
resolution on Saturday,
with US Vice President
JD Vance telling report-
ers after a marathon-
session of talks that
Washington has deliv-
ered its “final and best
offer”.

Australia appoints woman to lead its
army for the first tlme

NEWS DESK: Australia
on Monday said a
woman would lead its
army for the first time in
history, as part of a re-
shuffle of the country’s
defence force leader-
ship.

Lieutenant General
Susan Coyle, the current
chief of joint capabili-
ties, will become chief of
army in July, the govern-
ment said in a statement.
She will replace Lieuten-

Trump and the
White House have pre-
viously shared Al-gen-
erated images, including

ant General Simon
Stuart. "

Coyle’s appoint- Coyle’s appointment a and has held a number leging it failed to protect
ment ~ comes as “deeply historic mo- of seniorcommandroles. thousands of female of-

She will be the first
woman to lead any ser-
vice branch of the mili-
tary, Marles said.
Women currently
make up around 21 per
cent of the Australian
Defence Force (ADF)
and 18.5pc of senior
leadership roles. The
ADF has set a target of
25pc ofoverall participa-
tion for women by 2030.
Last October, a
class action lawsuit was
filed against the ADF al-

ment”. “As Susan said
to me, you cannot be
what you cannot see,”
he said.

“Susan’s achieve-
ment will be deeply sig-
nificant to women who
are serving in the Aus-
tralian Defence Force to-
dayand women who are
thinking about serving
in the Australian De-
fence Force in the fu-

ficers from systematic
sexual assault, haras:
ment and discrimination.

The government on
Monday also appointed
Vice Admiral Mark
Hammond, the current
chief of the navy, as the
head of the ADF, suc-
ceeding Admiral David
Johnston.

Australia’s military
seeks to boost the num-
ber of female officers in
its ranks. It faces a wave
ofallegations of system-
atic sexual harassment
and discrimination.

“From July, we will
have the first ever female
chief ofarmy in the Aus-
tralian Army’s 125-year
history,” Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said
in a statement.

Defence Minister
Richard Marles called

The current deputy
chief of navy, Rear Ad-
miral Matthew Buckley,
will replace Hammond as
head of the branch.

© Coyle, 55, enlisted
in the military in 1987

Israel seeks to declare Turkiye ‘new enemy’, says
FM Fidan after Netanyahu’s remarks on Erdogan

NEWS DESK: Isracl Hamas’s Oct7,2023at- ger, is now flecing into referring to his long-
“cannot live without an  tacks. the realm of anti- running corruption trial.
enemy” and its govern- Netanyahu ‘de- Semitism and calling for The ministry noted
ment is now trying to scribed as the Hitler of show trials in Turkiye that an arrest warrant
portray Turkiye as one, our time’: Turkiye against Israel’s political had been issued against

Turkish Foreign Minis- The dispute en- andmilitary leadership”, Netanyahu by the Inter-
ter Hakan Fidan said on  tered a new phase over Katzsaid on X. national Criminal Court
Monday. the weekend after Presi- ‘The Turkish foreign  (ICC) on charges of war

“After Tran, Israel
cannot live without an
enemy,” Fidan said ina
televised interview with
Anadolu Agency.

“We see that not
only Netanyahu’s ad-

dent Recep Tayyip
Erdogan warned his US
counterpart Donald
Trump of “possible
provocations and sabo-
tage” that could
jeopardise an initial
ministration but also ceasefire arrangement in
some figures in the op- the US-Israeli war on
position — though not ~Iran.
all —are seeking to de-
clare Turkiye thenewen-
emy,” hc;dld
his

ministry then slammed crimes and crimes
Netanyahu for remarks against humanity.
targeting Erdogan, say- “Umnder
ing the remarks were a Netanyahu’s administra-
result of “the discomfort ~tion, Israel is facing pro-
caused by the truths we ceedings before the In-
have consistently voiced  ternational Court of Jus-
on every platform”. tice on charges of geno-
“Netanyahu, who cide,”
has been described as the Turkish minis-
the Hitler of our time due ~ try pointed out.
to the crimes he has “The fact that our
committed, is a well- president has been tar-
own figure witha clear ~geted by Israeli officials
track record,” with baseless, brazen,
the ministrysaid in  and false allegations is
a statement. aresult of the discomfort
It contended that caused by the truths we
Netanyahu’s “current ~have consistently voiced
objective is to under- on every platform,” the
mine ongoing peace ne-  ministry sai
gotiations and continue “Ti rklyc will con-
his expansionist policies ~ tinue to stand by inno-
in the region™. cent civilians and will
“Failing this, he further its efforts to er
risks being tried in his sure that Netanyahu is
own country and is held accountable for the
likely to be sentenced to  crimes he has commit-
imprisonment,” it added, ted,” it asserted.

Subsequently, on
Saturday, Isracli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu sharply
criticised Erdogan in a
post on X and vowed Tel
Aviv would continue to
confront Tehran and its
regional allies.

Later on Saturday,
Israeli Defence Minister
Israel Katz also lashed
outat Erdogan on X, call-
ing him a “paper tiger”.

Erdogan “who di
not respond to missile
fire from Iran into Turk-
ish territory and has
proven to be a paper ti-

a new de-
velopmenl in Israel...
turning into a state strat-
egy,” he added.

Turkiye, a fierce
critic of Israel, had
joined diplomatic efforts
with Pakistan and Egypt
aimed at de-escalation
during the US-Israeli war
on Iran.

Tensions between
Turkiye and Israel have
steadily escalated since
the latter’s war on Gaza
erupted  following

New York’s Zohran Mamdani touts ‘sociali
plans after 100 days in office

NEWS DESK: New street potholes — will open next year — his initiatives on
York Mayor Zohran over 100,000 since and providing free childcare and 49pc on
Mamdani marked his January 1 — as evi- childcare for young housing costs.

100th day in office on dence he is committed children. However, the sur-
Sunday with a rally to  to making the lives of He has also re- vey also shows that
tout early successes everyday New York- shuffled city commit- 68pc of Hispanic vot-
and vow to follow ers better. “If govern- tees that could pave ers and 58pc of Black
through on his un- ment can’t do the the way for freezing voters believe the city
abashedly “socialist” small things, how rent increases in the is “on the wrong
agenda. could you ever trust it coming months. track”.

“I know there are to do the big ones? Free bus rides, Although highly
many who use ‘social- How can we promise however, are still only critical of Donald
ist’ as a dirty word, totransform our city if under discussion with Trump during his cam-
something to be we can’t pave your New York State au- paign, Mamdani has
ashamed of,” the 34- street?” thorities, he said. apparently struck up a
year-old told a packed The young mayor The new mayor’s cordial relationship
room in Queens. was joined at the rally approval rating, ac- with the Republican

“They can try all by his close ally, 84- cording to two polls US president, visiting
they want, but we will year-old leftist icon released this week, the White House
not be ashamed of us- Bernie Sanders. stood at 48 per cent twice in recent
ing government to Mamdani touted with New York resi- months. According to
fight for the many, not progress on signature dents and 43pc among a Marist Poll, 59pc of
simply the few,” he campaign promises, voters. According to New Yorkers believe
said. such as launching the Emerson College he has struck the

Mamdani pointed = city-run grocery stores Polling/PIX11 survey “right balance” with
toaprogramto fill city — the first of which of voters, 54pc praise Trump.
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Pakistan acts as peace messenger in Iran-US talks says Hanif Abbasi

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Federal Minister for Rai
ways Hanif Abbasi has
said that Pakistan has
played a significant role
in facilitating peace talks
between Iran and the
United States, proving
that the country is a

messenger of peace.

He stated that such
progress should be
viewed as a step to-
wards achieving lasting
peace, adding that wars
cannot sustain the world
and peace is the only vi-
able solution.

Speaking to media
at Rawalpindi Railway
Station, Hanif Abbasi
said that it is a matter of
pride that Pakistan’s na-
tional anthem is being
heard in Iran, Egypt, and
even in the European
Union, a distinction he

claimed is rarely
achieved by any coun-
try. He expressed hope
that Pakistan’s economy
will continue to grow
and that ports like
Gwadar and Karachi will
be upgraded to the point
where they will be fully

nuclear tests, no coun-
try dares to look at Paki-
stan aggressively, and
today the country is rec-
ognized as a promoter of

active hubs of economic
activity. He further
stated that the people of
Pakistan recognize the
importance of the
country’s current role
and are appreciating its
efforts. tegic position, he said sentamessage toIndia, and focus on develop-
He added that even _that after ducting advising its leaders} ment.

to focus on public wel-
fare, claiming thata large
portion of the popula-
tion lacks basic facilities.
He further remarked that
India should learn from
its internal challenges

temporary closures in
Rawalpindi  and
Islamabad were ac-
cepted by the public in
good spirit as they were
in national interest. Re-

ce.
ferring to Pakistan’s stra- Hanif Abbasi also

& TN -
[ TANDO ALLAH YAR: President Asif Ali Zardari offer condolences on the passing of PPP leader Haji
(Ghulam Qadir Marri at village Rais Ghulam Qadir Mar

Agreement can'tbe | Balochistan to provide
reached in a single | subsidised fibreglass boats
sitting; consensus to Gwadar fishermen
reached onseveral |5l Foeres “ Reivercd finer-

points, says Iran

Department has an- men are required to pay
nounced the distribu- the remaining 10 per
ISLAMABAD (INP): messages and written
Iran’s Foreign Ministry drafts were exchanged

tion of 92 modern cent—approximately
fibreglass boats to low- 529,500  rupees—
spokesperson Ismail between the parties.
Baghaei has said that The spokesperson

income fishermen in through instalments
Gwadar under a pro- over a four-year pe-

the success of the stated that discussions |yincial subsidy riod. "This scheme is
ls]aénabad talks de- covered the Strait of programme, officials an important step to-
pends on the United Hormuz, nuclear issues, | c.: 1 wards improving the

States demonstrating
seriousness and good
faith, adding that no
agreement should be ex-
pected from a single
meeting,

Tna message posted
on X, the spokesperson
said that no one had ex-
pected a quick agree-
ment. He noted that the
complexity of the issues
and circumstances was
a key factor, and that
some new topics had
also been introduced
during the talks. He
added that Iran would
continue its efforts on
the diplomatic front to
secure its rights and in-
terests. Baghaei said it
had been a long and
busy day for the Iranian
delégation in Islamabad.
Intense negotiations,
which began in the morn-
ing under Pakistan’s s
rious efforts and media-
tion, have continued
without interruption.
During this time, multiple

compensation for war
damages, the lifting of
sanctions, and a com-
plete end to war in the
region. He added that
while agreement had
been reached on several
points, differences of
opinion on two or three
key issues prevented a
comprehensive deal.
Consultations and con-
tacts between Iran, Pa-
Kistan, and other friendly
countries in the region
will continue.

“Diplomacy never
ends; it is a means of
safeguarding national
interests,” he said.

The spokesperson
reiterated that success
should not be expected
from a single round of
talks, stressing that the
outcome of the diplo-
matic process depends
on the opposing side’s
seriousness, good faith,
and recognition of Iran’s
legitimate rights and in-
terests.”

The 24-foot ves-
s, part of the "Green
reglass Boats
Scheme are equipped
with 85-90 horse-
power engines and
modern insulated holds
designed to preserve
catch quality and re-
duce spoilage, accord-
ing to a report carried
by Gwadar Pro.

Maulana Hidayat-
ur-Rehman Baloch, a
member of the Provin-
cial Assembly (MPA)
for Gwadar, was
briefed on the initiative
during a visit to the
Surbandar fisheries of-
fice.

economic conditions of
the coastal fishing com-
munity and will help
modernise the fisheries
sector,"” Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman
said. The distribution
will be conducted
through a transparent
balloting process over-
seen by a committee
led by the Director
General of Fisheries.
Quotas have been
allocated based on the
number of registered
fishermen in various
coastal districts, with
six boats specifically
reserved for the
Surbandar area.
Authorities have
urged eligible fisher-
men to submit applica-
tions at their respective
Fisheries Assistant Di-
rector offices within
the specified
timeframe.

Fisheries officials
stated that the total cost
for each boat is set at
5.295 million rupees
($19,000). Under the
scheme’s terms, the
Balochistan govern-
ment will cover 90 per

China-Pakistan Neurosurgery Training

Center inaugurated in Wuhan
‘Wuhan University, has

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The China-Pa-
kistan Joint Neurosur-
gery Training Center
was inaugurated on
during the "Belt and
Road" China-Pakistan
International Neuro-
surgery Symposium,
held alongside the 11th
East Lake Interna-
tional Cerebrovascu-
lar Surgery Forum in
Wuhan, China Eco-
nomic Net reported on
Sunday.

The East Lake
International Cere-
brovascular Surgery
Forum, hosted by
Zhongnan Hospital of

Punjab Institute of
Neurosciences
(PINS), and the
China-Pakistan Medi-
cal Association
(CPMA).

It aims  to
strengthen neurosurgi-
cal capacity, advance
medical education,
and promote medical
tourism between the
two countries.

A memorandum
of understanding was
signed between
Zhongnan Hospital
and PINS on the oc-
casion, establishing a
framework for coop-
eration in clinical train-

ing, academic ex-
change, joint research,
and patient care.

The inauguration
ceremony, attended by
medical experts and
industry representa-
tives from both coun-
tries, underscored
growing cooperation
in the health sector
under the Belt and
Road Initiative.

The center is ex-
pected to serve as a
platform for knowl-
edge exchange and
capacity building, fur-
ther deepening bilat-
eral collaboration in
medicine.

been held annually
since its inception and
has developed into a
leading academic plat-
form for neurosurgical
exchange in central
China. The 2026 edi-
tion has brought to-
gether leading domes-
tic and international
experts to discuss the
latest advances in the
diagnosis and treat-
ment of cerebrova
cular diseases.

The newly inaugu-
rated training center is
a joint initiative of
Zhongnan Hospital of
Wuhan University, the

[HYDERABAD: Mayor Hyderabad, Kashif Shoro visits different UCs to inspect
longoing development works in respective UCs.

Islamabad Talks: JD Vance led delegation

leaves for US without any deal with Iran

ISLAMABAD (INP):
US Vice President JD
Vance said on Sunday
that his negotiating team
was leaving Pakistan af-
ter not

reaching a deal with
Tran following 21 hours
of Islamabad Talks, jcop-
ardizing a fragile two-
week ceasefire.

“The bad 7news is
that we have not reached

“We need to see an
affirmative commitment
that they will not seek a
nuclear weapon, and
they will not seek the
tools that would enable
them to quickly achieve
a nuclear weapon. That
is the core goal of the
president of the United
States, and that’s what
we've tried to achieve
through these negotia-

In his brief press
conference, Vance did
not mention reopening
the Strait of Hormuz, a
choke point for about
20% of global energy
supplies that Iran has
blocked since the war
began.

The conflict has
sent global oil prices
soaring and killed thou-
sands of people. Vance’s

dents killed during the
U.S. bombing ofa school
next to a military com-
pound, the Iranian gov-
ernment said. The Pen-
tagon has said the strike
is under investigation
but Reuters ha
ported that military in-
vestigators believe the
US was likely respon-
sible for it.

“There were mood

anagreement, and I think  tions.” delegation included spe- swings from the two
that’s bad news for Iran Tran’s semi-official ~cial envoy Steve Witkoff sides and the tempera-
much more than it’s bad  Tasnim news agency and President Donald ture went up and down

said that “excessive” US
demands had hindered
reaching an agreement
and that negotiations
had ended. Before Vance
spoke, Iran’s govern-
ment in a post on X had
said negotiations would

news for the United
States of America,”
Vance told reporters af-
ter the talks ended. “So
we go back to the United
States having not come
to an agreement. We’ve
‘made very clear what our

Trump’s son-in-law
Jared Kushner. Vance
said he talked with
Trump a half a dozen to
adozen times during the
talks.

Iran’s team included
Parliamentary Speaker

during the meeting,”
Pakistani source said i m
reference to the first
round of talks.

As the talks started,
the US military said it
was “seting the condi-
tions” to start clearing

red lines are.” continue and technical Mohammad Bager the Strait of Hormuz.
Vance cited short- experts ?from both sides Qalibaf and Foreign The  Strait  of
comings in the talks and  would exchange docu- Minister Abbas Araqchi. Hormuz is central to the

ceasefire talks. The US
military said two of its
warships had passed
through the strait and
conditions were being
set to clear mines, while
Iran’s state media denied
any U.S. ships had tran-
sited the waterway.

said Iran had chosen not
to accept American
terms, including to not
build nuclear weapons.
Ashort time later, Vance
waved goodbye from
the top of the stairs as
he boarded Air Force
Twoin Islamabad.

Overseas Pakistanis
express immense pride
over Pakistan's recent
diplomatic success

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Overseas Pakistanis
have expressed immense
pride over Pakistan's re
cent diplomatic suc
stating that the achicve-
ments of the country's
strong leadership on the
global stage have el-

ments.

The talks in
Islamabad were the first
direct US-Iranian meet-
ing in more than a de-
cade and the highest-
level discussions since
the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion.

The Iranian delega-
tion arrived on Friday
dressed in black in
mourning for late Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei and oth-
erskilled in the war.

They carried shoes
and bags of some stu-

Punjab CM sets
deadline to complete
all drainage projects

before June

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has set a

cadline to complete all
drainage projects before
June, directing authori-
ties to ensure timely ex-
ecution ahead of the
monsoon season. The

Hafizabad, Sahiwal,

and effective strategy,
which compelled even
critics to accept the pre-
vailing realities.
Describing the de-
velopment as historic,
they termed Pakistan's
successful diplomacyan
important chapter in glo-

Faisalabad, Gujranwala,
Sheikhupura, Nankana
Sahib, and Rawalpindi.
The plan includes
laying 2,265 kilometers
of sewerage lines and
189 kilometers of pips
lines for rainwater drain-

cvated its image and bl history. decision was made dur- age across 15 cities. In

strengthened national hey further em- | ing a special meeting the first phase, 86 di

confidence. phasized that this | chaired by the chiefmin- posal stations and nine
ding to state: reflects the | ister, where the design underground storage

tanks will be con-
structed. It was further
decided that upon
completion of drainage
projects, 752 kilometers.
of roads will also
built. Hostels for officers
will be established within
WASAcomplexes, while
real-time monitoring of
projects will be ensured
through dashboards
and mobile applicatior
Authorities also i
formed the meeting that
a large-scale de-silting
campaign will be
launched before the

ments from the overseas
Pakistanis, the country
has emerged as a "vic-
tor of peace," earning
recognition and respect
internationally. Thcy

nation's honor, dignity,
and commitment fo
peace and stability.

The overseas com-
munity reiterated that
Pakistan's identity is
closely tied to promot-
ing peace and regional
stability, adding that the
recent diplomatic suc-
cess is clear evidence of
the country's respon-
sible role and peace-ori-
ented policies. They
said the vision and cour-
age of Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir and
Prime Minister Shehbaz

of WASA complexes in
15 cities was approved.
She also ordered round-
the-clock work on ongo-
ing drainage and sewer-
age projects. Officials
were instructed to en-
sure the completion of
sewerage lines and rain-
water drainage systems
before the onset of mon-
soon rains. During the
meeting, it was high-
lighted that work is pro-
aressing rapidlyin cities
including Sargodha,
Dera Ghazi Khan, Gujrat,
Okara, Jhang, Multan,

positive global image
has soared to new
heights under country's
strong and effective
leadership.

vel Paki-
stanis highlighted that
Pakistan's diplomatic
strength is now being
widely acknowledged
across the world. They

also commended the mili- - Sharifare beingappreci- and Sialkot, while monsoon toclean drains
tary leadership for ated atthe international projects are also under- and improve water flow
adoptinga well-planned way in  Jhelum, across urban areas.

IPP to meet on Tuesday to deliberate on
upcoming by-elections, other key matters

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The central
leadership of
Istehkam-e-Pakistan
Party (IPP) would
meet in Islamabad on
Tuesday to deliberate

didate Ehsanullah
Khan had secured
around 30,000 votes in
the 2024 general elec-
tions from PP-83, re-
flecting a significant
support base in the

Mahmood and Gen-
cral Secretary Punjab
& MPA  Shoaib
Siddiquee along with
other senior leaders
would also be partici-
pating in this meeting.

senior party leaders
regarding the by-clec-
tion on the vacant seat,
said a press release
issued on Sunday.

In this regard, IPP
Member National As-

on the upcoming by- sembly, Gul Asghar area. Important deci-
elections in Punjab Khan Baghoor from The meeting sions regarding par-
constituency PP-83 the constituency gave would be attended by ticipation in the by-
Noor Porthal and a detailed briefing to Punjab  President elections would be ex-

Rana Nazir Ahmed
Khan, North Punjab
President and Federal
Parliamentary Secre-
tary Engineer Gul
Asghar Khan
Baghoor. While Cen-
tral General Secretary
Mian Khalid

other key political and
organizational matters.

The meeting
would be chaired by
IPP President and
Federal Minister,
Abdul Aleem Khan,
who has already initi-
ated ions with

the Party President
and the political situa-
tion of the constitu-
ency, previous election
results and future
strategy were dis-
cussed.

It is pertinent to
mention that IPP can-

pected in this consul-
tative meeting.

The IPP leader-
ship has already inten-
sified its political en-
gagement in constitu-
ency PP-83 under a
comprehensive strat-
egy.
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Plan to Establish University of Balochistan Campus in
Islamabad with China’s Support Gains Momentum

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has termed
the proposed establish-
‘ment of'a campus of Uni-
versity of Balochistan in
Islamabad, with the sup-
port of China, as a sig-
nificant step toward pro-
viding equal and high-
quality higher education
opportunities to the
youth of the province.
He stated that for-
mal discussions will be
held at the federal level
with key institutions, in-
cluding the Higher Edu-
cation Commission and
the Capital Develop-
ment Authority, for land
allocation and neces-
sary approvals.
overnor
phasized that the initia-
tive aims to establish a
permanent academic
presence of Balochistan

© support in promoting
Mandokhailapprecinled higher education in
and re-

and the intellectual main-

stream of the nation.
He shared these

views during a meeting

the Islamabad campus.

The proposal aims
top from
Balochistan with access

;earch contributions of University of

96% Textbooks Delivered Across
Balochistan as Demand
Surges in Public Schools

QUETTA: Chairman
of the Balochistan
Textbook Board, Dr
Gulab Khan Khilji, an-
nounced significant
progress in the print-
ing and distribution of
textbooks for the 2026
academic year, with
96% of books already
delivered to districts
across the province.
According to offi-
cial details, over 11.5
million textbooks have
been printed this year
following demands
from the Directorate

trict Education Offic-
ers. Dr. Khilji noted
that while most have
received their required
supply, some arcas
have reported partial
shortages.

He explained that
the primary reason be-
hind this is a substan-
tial increase in student
enrollment in public
schools during 2026.

He further high-
lighted that govern-
ment education poli-
cies and the ongoing
enrollment campaign

of Schools. have led to a signifi-
These books have cant rise in student
been dispatched torel-  numbers compared to

evant districts, with
the majority aln,ady
reaching d

previous years.
Additionally, a
growing preference

2.

at the Governor House
Quetta with Vice Chan-
cellor Dr Zahoor Ahmed
Bazai and CEO of
Taraqee Foundation and
Senate Member of the
university  Amjad
Rasheed.

The delegation for-
mally presented the pro-
posal for establishing

in the federal capital,
thereby promoting inter-
provincial harmony. He
expressed optimism that,
for the first time in his-
tory, the province will
successfully establish
its campus in Islamabad,
describing the project as
abridge between the as-
pirations of Balochistan

Quetta Authorities, Hazara Community Agree on Enhanced
Security Measures to Improve Law and Order

to quality higher educa-
tion opportunities in the
federal capital.

During the meeting,
directors of various uni-
versity centers also
briefed the Governor on
academic and research
activities, as well as fi-
nancial challenges faced
by these centers.

the university and as-
sured full cooperation in
addressing financial is-
sues and advancing the
Islamabad  campus
project.

Vice Chancellor Dr.
Zahoor Ahmed Bazai ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Governor for his keen in-
terest and continued

campus, China Pakistan
education project, Jaffar
Mandokhail statement,
higher  education
Balochistan, HEC Paki-
stan campus proposal,
CDA Islamabad land al-
location Balochistan
University Campus in
Islamabad

QUETTA: A high-level
meeting on law and or-
der was held in Quetta
under the chairman-

tions including Hazara
Democratic Party, Shia
Ulema Council,
Balochistan Shia Con-

phasized that law en-
forcement agencies are
working jointly to en-
sure the safety of citi-

Hazara community will
help make security ar-
rangements more ef-
fective and foolproof.

sources are being de-
ployed to ensure the
city’s safety.

The meetmg also

warehouses and Dis- for English-medium

education and the of
students from private
to public schools have
also contributed to in-
creased demand for
textbooks.

The Chairman as-
sured that the remain-
ing textbooks will be
delivered soon to en-
sure that the academic
process continues
smoothly without dis-
ruption in any school.

Balochistan text-
books distribution
2026, Quetta educa-
tion news, Dr Gulab
Khilji statement, Paki-
stan school books sup-
ply, public school en-
rollment increase, edu-
cation policy
Balochistan, textbook
shortage Pakistan

Development Projects Accelerate
in Kalat Under BSDI with Focus
on Education and Infrastructure

KALAT' Wlth special
interest from the Chief
Minister
Balochistan and the
Chief Secretary, de-
velopment projects
aimed at improving
basic facilities are pro-
grcssing rapidly in

crnmcnt Boys High
School Police Line,
of Government Boys
High School Kuing,
Government Boys
High School
Mughalzai, Govern-
ment Girls High
School Mughalzai,
Cricket Ground Malki,
and Government Pri-
School

Addmonal Deputy
Commissioner mary
Shahnawaz Baloch Gyaawan.
conducted a detailed Officials provided
visit to vanuus ongo- detailed briefings on
ing  di both physical and fi-

DIG Police Imran
Shaukat reaffirmed that
protecting citizens re-
mains the top priority
of the police, with zero

directed autt to
provide the best pos-
sible medical care to
those injured in recent
incidents.

ship of Commissioner
Shahzaib Khan Kakar,
focusing on security
concerns and measures
to protect the Hazara

ference, Hazara Jirga,
Anjuman-e-Tajiran, and
other stakeholders.
During the session, the
overall security plan

zens.

Instructions were
issued to strengthen
patrols on key routes
and ensure the installa-

community. for the city was re- tion of CCTV cameras tolerance for compro- It concluded with
The meeting was viewed in detail. for improved surveil- mise. prayers for those who

attended by Member of It was decided lance. He added that ter- lost their lives in acts

Provincial Assembly that, in collaboration Commissioner rorists are targeting in- of terrorism.

Shahzaib Khan Kakar
stated that all available
resources are being uti-

with the Hazara com-
munity, a dedicated
control room will be

Abdul Samad Gorgij,
DIG Police Imran
Shaukat,

nocent people through
cowardly acts, but law
enforcement agencies

Quetta security
meeting 2026, Hazara
protection,

scheme: under the nancial progress of the
BSDI ative. projects.

During the visit, The inspection
he reviewed the pace also covered construc-
of work and inspected tion of new class-
the quality of construc-  rooms, repair work,
tion materials being painting, and other im-

used. provement activities.

He visited multiple The Additional
educational institu- Deputy Commissioner
tions, including Gov- carefully assessed the

quallty and pmgr s of
ongoing work to en-
sure timely comple-
tion.

Issuing clear di-
rectives, Shahnawaz
Baloch instructed con-
tractors to expedite
work under BSDI
projects and further
improve construction
standards so that the
public can fully benefit
from these develop-
ment initiatives.

Kalat develop-
ment projects 2026,
BS schemes
Balochistan, school
construction Kalat, in-
frastructure develop-
ment Balochistan,
Shahnawaz Baloch in-
spection, education
facilities Pakistan,
Kalat news develop-
ment

Balochistan law and or-
der, Shahzaib Kakar
statement, Quetta po-
lice operations, terror-
ism prevention Paki-

Deputy Commis-
sioner  Mehrullah
Badini, SSP Operations
Asif Khan, SP Security
Naeem Achakzai, along
with representatives
from various organiza-

Sibi Polio

established to help pre-
vent terrorist incidents.
Authorities also
agreed to increase po-
lice patrolling across
the city. Hehighlighted that nation with intelligence = stan, city security mea-
Participants em- cooperation with the agencies, and all re- sures Quetta

Campaign Launched as 43,000+ Children
Targeted for Vacclnatlon

lized to protect the pub-
lic and that strict action
will be taken against el-
ements attempting to
disrupt peace.

are actively countering
such threats.

He further noted
that operations against
are ongoing in coordi-

SIBI: Deputy Com-
missioner Ilyas Kabzai
officially launched the
i-polio campaign in
by administering
polio drops to children
in a roadside settle-
ment of nomadic
families.

The inauguration
was attended by As-
sistant Commissioner
Mansoor Ali Shah,
District Health Officer
Dr Qadir Haroon, ISD
Coordinator Mir Wais
Khan, N-Stop rcpn.-
sentative Dr
Shehzada Kamran,
District Polio Officer
Salahuddin Marri, and
other officials.

During the visit,
the Deputy Commis-
sioner inspected vari-
ous transit points and
fixed vaccination sites,

He reaffirmed
that the district admin-
istration will utilize all
available resources
until complete eradi-
cation of polio is
achieved.
Sibi polio cam-
aign 2026,
Balochistan vaccina-
tion drive, polio eradi-

total of 292 teams
have been deployed
across the district.
Speaking on the
occasion, Deputy
Commissioner Ilyas
Kabzai emphasized
that reaching every
ing the campaign. child is essential to
According to offi- eliminate Polio.
cials, a total 0f43,192 He directed
children will be vacci- teams to ensure that
nated during the cam- no child is left unvac-
paign. cinated, especially in
For this purpose, remote areas, nomadic
46 fixed teams, 22 communities, and in-
transit teams, and a formal settlements.

reviewing team per-
formance, tally sheets,
and official records.
Children traveling in
vans, buses, and on
motorcycles were also
administered polio and
Vitamin A drops dur-

He also urged
parents to vaccinate
all children under five
years of age to protect
them from lifelong dis-
ability.

The Deputy Com-
missioner instructed
authorities to
strengthen monitoring
mechanisms, take ac-
tion against absent
staff,
and ensure trans-
parency and quality
throughout the cam-
paign.

Ziarat Launches Four-Day Polio Campaign Tar-
geting 27,000 Children

Kabzai launch, child
immunization Sibi, Vi-
tamin A campaign Pa-
kistan, public health
Balochistan.

strict action will be taken
against anyone attempt-
mg to disrupt the cam-

ZIARAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Muhammad
Abdul Quddus Achakzai
inaugurated a four-day
anti-polio campaign in
Ziarat by administering
polio drops to children
at the District Headquar-
ters Hospital.

The ceremony was
attended by FC Captain
Muhammad Haris, Dis-
trict Health Officer Dr
Rafiq Ahmed Mastoi,
and Medical Superinten”
dent Dr Irfanuddin.

According to offi-
cials, approximately
27,000 children under
the age of five will be
vaccinated during the
campaign. A total of 139
mobile teams have been
deployed to conduct

-..ﬁj\piu.,,,
u...'iu/

He urged parents to
ensure that all children
under five receive polio
drops, stressing that
both the government
and the public share re-
sponsibility in protect-
ing children from Polio
and ensuring no child is
left unvaccinated.
Ziarat polio cam-
paign 2026, Balochistan
vaccination drive, polio
cradication Pakistan,
Abdul Quddus Achakzai
statement, child immuni-
zation Ziarat, public
health campaign Paki-
stan, anti-polio Initiative
Balochistan.
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door-to-door vaccina-
tion, supported by 29
fixed sites and 12 transit
points across the dis-

trict. Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdul Quddus
Achakzai stated that full
security has been pro-

vided to all polio teams.

He emphasized that
although there are no
no-go areas in Ziarat,

cation Pakistan, Ilyas | ! :

Loralai DC Reviews Polio Campaign
on Day One, Urges Public
Cooperation for Eradication Efforts

LORALALI: Deputy He also appealed
Commissioner to parents to ensure
Muhammad Haseeb that all children under
Shuja visited areas of five years of age re-
Loralai on the firstday ceive polio drops to

of the anti-polio cam- protect them perma-
paign, reviewing the nently from the dis-
performance, atten- ease.

dance, and arrange- The visit was ac-
ments of field teams. companied by Addi-
During the visit, tional Deputy Com-
he checked insertion missioner (Revenue)
sheets used for re- Muhammad Ismail
cording poliodrops ad- Mengal and Assistant
ministered to children Commissioner
and verified finger Nadeem Akram.
markings to ensure Campaign  Ar-
P y and ac- r and
curacy in the process. Progress“According
Speaking to the to district administra-
teams, the Deputy tion officials, hundreds
Commissioner em- of mobile, fixed, and
phasized that the transit teams have
eradication of Polio is  been
ashared responsibility, deployed across
adding that the gov- the district to conduct
ernment is utilizing all ~ door-to-door vaccina-
available resources to tion. Special security
achieve this goal. arrangements have
He praised front-  been made in sensitive
line workers for their union councils to en-
dedication, calling sure teams can per-
them “real heroes” of form their duties
society. safely.

Health authorities
stated that thousands
of children are tar-
geted for vaccination
during the campaign,

with supervisory staff
actively monitoring
field operations.

Awareness Cam-
paign Intensified“To
raise public aware-
ness, campaigns are
being  conducted
through mosques,
schools, and local com-
munity leaders.

Officials stressed
that public cooperation
is crucial, as the com-
plete eradication of
polio is not possible
without collective ef-
fort.

Loralai polio cam-
paign 2026,
Balochistan polio
drive, Pakistan polio
eradication,
Muhammad Haseeb
Shuja visit, child vac-
cination campaign,
public health Pakistan,
polio awareness cam-
paign
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Gas supply to power sector may double amid LNG shortfall

NEWS DESK: Domestic
natural gas supply to the
power sector is expected
to at least double by the
end of the current month
to minimise tariff hikes
and  loadshedding.
which have become in-
evitable following the
non-availability of im-
ported liquefied natural
gas (LNG) and upcom-
ing hike in summer con-
sumption.

Informed sources
told Dawn that arrange-
ments were being made
on a war footing to in-
crease gas supply to
around 160-170 million
cubic feet per day
(mmcfd) byend-April or
early May, up from about
85-90mmcfd at present.
additional

verted from the CN(J
sector, provided the
government is able to
sustain political pres-
sure.

Gas supplies to the
fertiliser sector would be
protected as far as pos-
sible, alongside vigi-
lance on stocks due to a
wide price gap between
locally produced urea at
Rs4,500 per bag and im-
ported one at Rs15,000
per bag, creatinga scope
for smuggling.

However, fertiliser
plants may not receive
uninterrupted gas and
could be operated on an

alternate basis to meet
demand for both the cur-
rent and next seasons.

verted to the power sec-
tor to replace LNG, fuel sumers could cause a
costs in electricity tariffs political backlash, af-
couldrise exponentially  fecting more than seven
or result in massive million users.
loadshedding. His min- “It is a choice be-
istry suggested divert- tween the uproar of 7m
ing supplies from resi- gas consumers or 30m
dential consumers, CNG  power consumers,” an
or fertiliser. official quoted the power
Some ministers re- minister as telling the
minded that diverting cabinet committee. The

gas from domestic con-

Minister’s warning

Sources said Power
Minister Awais Ahmad
Khan Leghari, ata recent
meeting of the special
cabinet committee on pe-
troleum prices and sup-
plies, warned that unless
additional gas was di-

than double in May if
furnace oil was used ex-
tensively, unless exces-
sive loadshedding was
carried out. Furnace oil
prices have more than
doubled between Febru-
ary and early April.

The matter has now
been taken up by the
National Coordination
and Management Coun-
cil, led by General Zafar
Igbal, to address elec-
tricity shortages and en-
sure maximum supply to
economic sectors at af-
fordable rates.

Without RLNG,
about 5,000MW of effi-
cient plants in Punjab
become either redun-
dant or expensive to run
on diesel.

The fuel cost gap
between RLNG and
high-speed diesel ranges
from Rs20-21 to Rs50-54
per unit, while furnace
oil-based generation
costs around Rs35-45
per unit.

Sources said addi-
tional gas supplies had
b ilable folls

only alternative fuel for
domestic use,
articularly cook-
ing, is liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG), whose
prices have surged to
more than double the
rates set by the Oil and
Gas Regulatory Author-
ity (Ogra) due to weak
enforcement.
The power division

ow-
ing completion of a pipe-
line enabling flows from
the Bettani gas field in
Lakki Marwat, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, to
Punjab, along with other
enhancements.

The government
has already resorted to
at least two hours of
loadshedding in recent

Iso pointed out that the
fuel cost adjustment
(FCA) for February
stood at Rs1.42 per unit
and could have been
around Rs2 without the
use of furnace oil and
RLNG, given subdued
demand. It warned that
the FCA for April could
be slightly higher than
March but might more

days, which is expected
to increase, particularly
at night when solar gen-
eration declines and de-
mand on the national
gridrises.

As part of hybrid
load management, early
market closures have
been ordered for conser-
vation.

Despite improved
water availability, hydro-
power generation will
depend on Wapda’s
management of Tarbela,
where delays in tunnels
4 and 5 persist, while the
969MW Neelum-Jhelum
plant remains out of or-

T.
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Furnace oil remains
the key replacement fuel
during peak summer de-
mand. Current stocks
exceed 500,000 tonnes,
sufficient for more than
35 days of full require-
ment, though the cost
differential remains enor-

Summer peak de-
mand typically rises to
27,000-28,000MW, com-
pared to less than
14,000MW currently
during peak hours,
partly due to increased
reliance on solar power.
Given these con-
straints, the government
is expected to enforce
two to three hours of
daily loadshedding on
average, alongside con-
servation measures.

Aurangzeb arrives in Washington for IMF,
World Bank sprmg meetings

NEWS DESK:

inance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb arrived in
Washington on Monday
to attend the World
Bank Group and Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) Spring Meetings
2026, the Ministry of Fi-
nance said.
According to a
statement, the minister is
scheduled to hold key
meetings with global fi-
nancial leaders to ad-
vance “Pakistan’s reform
agenda and economic
priorities”.

Aurangzeb  de-
parted for the United
States on Saturday to

participate in the high-
level gathering, which
willtake place from April
13 to 18 in Washington,
DC.

As per the press
statement, this visit “un-
derscores Pakistan’s
commitment to macro-
economic  stability,
structural reforms, and
strengthening partner-
ships with international
financial institutions
and global stakeholders
to achieve sustainable
and inclusive economic
growth™.

In recent days, the
IMF, the World Bank,
and the International
Energy Agency have an-
nounced a joint coordi-
nation mechanism to
help countries navigate
the economic disrup-
tions triggered by the
war.

Al the conference,
he is expected to engage
with “leading academics,
policymakers, and mem-
bers of the Pakistani
diaspora, and share
Pakistan’s economic
bank governors, outlook, reform trajec-
policymakers and devel- tory, and growth pros-
opment experts from pects”.
around the world amid During the visit, he
ongoing global eco- will alsomeet the senior
nomic uncertainty. IMF leadership, includ-
As per an earlier ing First Deputy Man-
statement, during his aging Director Dan Katz,
visit, the finance minis- Deputy Managing Di-
ter will “represent Paki- rector Nigel Clarke, and
stan at important events  Director of the Middle
organised by the IMF East and Central Asia
and the World Bank Department Jihad Azour.

" The Spring Meet-
ings bring together fi-
nance ministers, central

" The initiative aims
o “strengthen real-time
monitoring of global en-
ergy markets and assess
the broader macroeco-
nomic consequences of
supply disruptions,
price volatility and fi-
nancial market stress”.
e IMF has cau-
tioned that the conflict
has “injected sharp vola-
tility into global oil and
gas markets, tightened
financial conditions and
| driven up the cost of es-
sential commoditi
food

cluding and
fertiliser”.

F1nanc1ahsat10n of busmess firm

NEWS DESK: Abusi-
ness firm is said to be
financialised when it in-
volves in financial ac-
tivities. In other words,
a business firm perma-
nently expands its finan-
cial activities. This per-
manent involvement
gives rise to a long-run
trend where shareholder
value maximation takes
the driving seat. Hence,

the business firm orients
itself for the benefit of
shareholders.

‘When shareholder
value maximisation be-
comes the goal of the
business firm, it deviates
from the key goal of
profit maximisation in
production. This
change in goalpost al-
ters the structure of the
business firm a great
deal. In this changed
scenario, the business
firm intends to maximise
return on equity.

Return on equity is
increased through divi-
dend disbursement. For
the sake of instant grati-
fication of shareholders,
the business firm in-
tends to distribute profit
among shareholders.
‘This profit disbursement
in the form of dividends
takes prominence over
other requirements.
Even the business firm
downsizes its labour in
order to generate and
distribute dividends.

Furthermore, the
business firm also buys

back its shares from the
stock market. The pur-
pose of buyback is to in-
crease return on equity
and hence shareholder
value maximisation.
Even the firm takes loan
to buy back its shares —
borrowing for the sake
of buyback.

The business firm
acquires shares of other
business firm from the
stock market in order to
get management con-
trol. For instance, a large
cement company ac-
quires shares of a rela-
tively smaller company.
In the jargon, this is
known ‘as merger and
acquisition (M&A).
This merger and acqui-
sition further increase
the market size of the
large company which, in
turn, increases the return

on equity.

Business firms in
Pakistan also invest in
financial activities. They
invest in term deposits
to get fixed interest in-
come. Similarly, they
also invest in units of
mutual funds. In addi-
tion, they invest in listed
shares at the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) to
receive dividend income
and capital gain:

Export-oriented
business firms in Paki-
stan buy derivative in-
struments such as inter-
est rate swaps and cur-
rency swaps as they face
interest and exchange
rate risks and intend to
protect themselves
against these risks. In
addition, they have
enough cash and use
these instruments for

speculating gains.

There are instances
where business firms
speculated on these in-
struments and experi-
enced heavy losses and
even went bankrupt.
This normally happens
inatopsy-turvy interna-
tional financial environ-
ment as their speculative
bets turn out to be away
from expected. However,
the listed firms docu-
ment gains or losses in
their financial state-
ments. A productive
business firm operates
to fulfil the demand of
consumers. It produces
goods and services ac-
cording to the require-
ments of consumers. If
the expected demand is
high, it employs people

produces goods
and services.

PSX sheds 6,600 points after Trump
announces Hormuz blockade

NEWS DESK: The Pa-

kistan Stock Exchange’s
(PSX) benchmark index
KSE-100 shed 6,600
points on Monday in a
turbulent session, after
weekend peace talks be-
tween the United States
and Iran failed and the
US president ordered a
blockade of Iranian
ports.

The KSE-100 index
opened on a low note of
around 161,000 points,
compared to the previ-
ous close 0of 167,191.37.

The market fluctu-
ated throughout the ses-
sion, reaching an
intraday high of
163,612.11 points at
12:13pm and then an
intraday  low
160,158.92 points at
2:56pm.

It then finally

of 160,158 points,” it said.

closed at 160,591.33
points, down 6,600.04
points or 3.95pc.

This screengrab
shows activity at the
Pakistan Stock Ex-
change on April 13,
2026. — PSX Data Por-
tal

the lack of progress in
the US-Iran talks held in
Islamabad, coupled with
growing concerns over
a potential blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz,” it
said, adding that these
developments pushed
global ol prices higher,
triggering broad-based
panic selling across the
‘market.

In a post on the so-
cial media platfc
Topline Securiti
the benchmark index
registered a sharp de-
clin in a “highly vola-
tile trading session”.

“The market wit-
nessed significant fluc-
tuations throughout the
day, with the index
reaching an intraday
high of 163,612 points
and slipping to a low of

“Selling pressure
was particularly concen-
trated in index-heavy
stocks, with FFC, UBL,
ENGROH, LUCK, and
MEBL emerging as ma-
jor laggards, collectively
pulling the benchmark
down by 2,414 points,™
Topline Securities said.

“Tradingactivityre-
mained strong, with to-
tal traded volume reach-
ing 743 million shares
and overall turnover

“The downturn was
primarily driven by un-
certainty surrounding

CURENT  CHANGE
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amounting to Rs34.2 bil-
Tion,” it said.

‘After Washington
and Tehran failed to
reach an agreement in
the marathon peace talks
held in Islamabad, US
President Donald
Trump said the US Navy
would begin the process
of blockading vessels
entering or leaving the
Strait of Hormuz.

Hormuz, a key ship-
ping lane off the coast
of Iran, has been virtu-
ally blocked by Tehran
since the US and Israel
started bombing Iran on
February 28, though re-
opening the straif was
ostensibly a condition of
the ceasefire put in place
on April 8.

Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guards Corps
(IRGC)said thatany mili-
tary vessels attempting
to approach the Strait of

lormuz would be con-
sidered a ceasefire vio-
lation, warning that it
would be dealt with
harshly and decisively.

The PSX has wit-
nessed huge single-day
losses since the US-Is-
rael war on Iran began.
It had witnessed the
steepest single-da
plunge, shedding 16,089
points (or 9.57pc), on
March 2 following the
assassination of Iran’s
supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei.

Debt pressures prompt global initiative

NEWS DESK: Ministers
of finance and central
bank governors of devel-
oping countries will
launch the ‘Borrowers’
Platform’ to improve
their debt management
capacity in Washington
on April 15, during the
IMF-World Bank Spring
meetings.

Finance Minister
Muhammad Aura-ngzeb
and Egyptian Finance
Minister Ahmed
Kouchouck will jointly
preside over the launch-
ing of the platform, to be
held at the United Na-
tions Foundation.

The launch comes
amid rising debt pres-
sures across developing
countries. To mark this
historic occasion, UN
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres will attend

the platform’s launch.
The initiative is member-
state-led, with the United
Nations Conference on
Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) serving as
the secretariat.

The platform ad-
dresses a gap in the in-
ternational financial sys-
tem, where developing
countries remain under-
represented while credi-

knowledge.

In June last, UN
Secretary-General’s Ex-
pert Group on Debt had
proposed establishing a
borrowers’ platform as
one of its recommenda-
tions.

The idea took
shape in the *Sevilla
Commitment’, adopted
by member states at the
Fourth International

strengthen South-South
cooperation and knowl-
edge-sharing; provide
technical and advisory
support to borrowing
countries; improve rep-
resentation in global fi-
nancial and debt discus-
sions; enhance debt
transparency and public
debt management; sup-
port sustainable financ-
ing and development
s; and send a

tor as ex-  Conference on Financ-
panded, UNCTAD says.  ing for Development in
Pakistan and Egypt  July2025. Aninitial work-

lead Borrowers” Platform
launcl

The platform will
open anew space for co-
operation on debt. A
key, long-recognised
gap is the lack of a dedi-
cated platform for coop-
eration among borrow-
ers (o elevate their col-
lective voice, safeguard

ing group, comp

Egypt and Pakistan
(chair and vice-chair),
along with Colombia,
Honduras, Maldives,
Nepal and Zambia, de-
veloped draft modalities
outlining the platform’s
objectives, governance
and participation.

The platform will

positive market signal
by strengthening debt-
sustainability practices
and i lmpmvmg data.

UNCTAD  says
debt servicing costs in
developing countries
have soared over the
past decade, squeezing
their public finances and
forcing them into tough
trade-offs. As more rev-
enue goes to debt repay-
ments, less is available
for public services and
climate action.

Developing coun-
tries” external debt bur-
den reached $11.7 trillion
in 2024. In 2024, they
spent almost 10 per cent
of government revenue
on interest payments to
creditors abroad. Least
developed countries
pay nearly a quarter of
their revenue to external
creditors. 54 countries,
home to 3.4 billion
peaple, now spend more
on debt than on health
or education.
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Mecllroy falters, shares Masters lead with surging Young

NEWS DESK: Rory
Mcllroy charged back
late after squandering a
six-stroke edge to share
the lead with Cameron
Young after a wild third
round at the Masters on
Saturday.

A chaotic after-
noon at Augusta Na-
tional saw both men
plunk key shots into
water on the back nine
but finish level atop the
leaderboard on 1 1-under
205 through 54 holes,
one stroke ahead of
American Sam Burns.

Mcllroy, who
started the day with a
record six-shot lead,
carded a one-over-par 73
while Youngroared into
contention with a scin-
tillating seven-under-

ar 65.

“Ididn’t have it to-
day,” Mcllroy admitted.
“Iscrambled a lot on the
front nine.”

Second-ranked
Mellroy birdied the 14th
and 15th holes to regain
the lead but found the
trees off the 17th tee on
the way to a bogey and
his one-over round.

“This golf course
has a way of, when
you're not quite feeling
it, you slruggle
Mellroy said. “You have

to dig decp.
“Tstill have a great
chance,”  Mecllroy

added. “I'm in the final

group. That’s where
want to be. I need to be
better tomorrow. If 'm
going to win tomorrow I
have to be better than [
was today.”

Mcllroy, a five-time
major winner, hopes to
match Tiger Woods,

Jack Nicklaus and Nick
Faldo as the only back-
to-back winners of the
green jacket.
Third-rank e d
Young, last mont!
Players Championship
winner, got off to a
scorching start with

his dnve at the 13th hit-
ting a tree and landing
fortuitously in the fair-
way, then overcame a
watery bogey at 15 by
curling in a 27-foot birdie

pult at the par-three
1étl

As a result, the 28-
year-old American has a
prime chance for his first
‘major title.

“There certainly is
no lead that’s safe out
here, but Rory loves it

here and no one would
be surprised if he had
shot 65,” Young said.
“It’s just one of those
times that if he doesn’t,
we have to take advan-
tage and I got myself
here today.”

Burns carded a 68

and was one stroke in
front of Ireland’s Shane
Lowry. Lowry aced the
190-yard par-three sixth
hole on his way to a 68
that left him in fourth on
207, one stroke ahead of
Australian Jason Day
and England’s Justin

Rose.

Lowry, the2019 Brit-
ish Open winner, be-
came the first Masters
player_ with multiple
holes-in-one, having
aced the 16th in the final

“That’s  wild,”
Lowry said. “You don’t
ever expect to make a
hole-in-one. I just
couldn’t believe it.
You’re out there and
you’re in the hunt at the
Masters and you're
making hole-in-one. It’s
pretty cool. It was obvi-
ously amazing.”

World number one
Scottie Sche-ffler fired a
bogey-free 65— his low-
est career Masters round
— to stand four off the
lead on 209 alongside
China’s Li Haotong, who
also found water on his
way to shooting 69.

“I put myselfin po-
sition,” Scheffler said. “T
just need to get the job
done.” Mcllroy made
double bogey at the 11th
when his approach sailed
left into a pond and af-
ter a bogey at the par-
three 12th, his lead had
vanished in Amen Cor-
ner. Mcllroy responded
witha 19-foot birdie putt
at the 14th and drove the
green in two at the par-
five 15th to set up a tap-
in birdie only for a bo-
gey at 17 to drop him
back.

Fury cruises to decision victory over Makhmudov

NEWS DESK: Britain’s
former heavyweight
world champion Tyson
ury outclassed
Russia’s  Arslanbek
Makhmudov en route to
a comprehensive points
win on Saturday and
then called for a show-
down with compatriot
Anthony Joshua.

With Joshua watch-
ing from ringside,

Fury fought for the
first time since his sec-
ond loss to Oleksandr
Usyk in October 2024 in
which he failed to regain
the WBC belt he lost to
the Ukrainian in the first
defeat of his career the
previous year, weather-
ingan early storm before
winning comfortably.

Makhmudov en-
joyed occasional suc-
cess in the early rounds
at the Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium by
bull-rushing Fury and
forcing him back onto
the ropes but struggled
to do much damage.

‘When the 37-year-
old Fury started using
his jab to control the dis-
tance, the writing was on

the wall.

Fury began switch-
ing stan-ces, bobbing
and weaving and aiming
to_catch his opponent
with uppercuts, and
when the 36-year-old
Russian clinched he was
punished with heavy
blows to the body and
head.

As his opponent
tired, the giant Briton
began to exert his domi-
nance in the later rounds
of the 12-round bout,
picking his shots and

in danger.

Tt was enough for all
three judges to give him
the decision,
with two of them
scoring the fight 120-108
and one 119-109.

Fury took the micro-
phone o call out 36-
year-old Joshua in his
post-fight interview for
a fight that would argu-
ably be the biggest in
British boxing history.

“Next, I want to
give you the fight
you’ve all been waiting

seldom finding himself for. I want you AJ, An-

thony Joshua, let’s give
the fight fans what they
want, the Battle of Brit-
ain. And here’s my chal-
lenge.

I challenge you,
Anthony Joshua, to
fight me, the Gyp;y
King, next - do you ac-
cept my challenge?” he
bellowed.

Given the chance to
respond, Joshua refused
to take the bait but said
he expected the fight to
happen if negotiations
could be completed
successfully.

NEWS DESK:
Muhammad Irfan Khan
produced a composed
yet explosive finish as
Hyderabad Kingsmen
chased down a daunting
189-run target to defeat
Karachi Kings by four
wickets in the 20th match
of the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) 11 at the
National Bank Stadium
on Saturday.

The victory marked
a historic milestone for
the Kingsmen, earning
their first win in their
debut PSL campaign
ter four consecutive de-
feats against Lahore
Qalandars, Quetta Gladi-
ators, Multan Sultans
and Peshawar Zalmi.

Chasing 189,
Hyderabad Kingsmen
endured a roller-coaster
innings but held their
nerve in the final stages,
with Irfan Khan and
Hassan Khan stitching
an unbeaten 50-run part-
nership to complete the
chase in the final over.

The pursuit began
aggressively, with cap-
tain Marnus
Labuschagne setting

the tone through a quick

26 off just 10 deliveries.

His innings ended in the

third over when he was

dismissed by Khushdil

Shah, with the score on
6.

Maaz Sadagat and
Usman Khan then kept
the momentum alive,
combining for a brisk 60-
run partnership offonly
30 balls. Sadagat top-
scored with a fluent 37
off 29 deliveries, hitting
four fours and two sixes,
while Usman contrib-
uted a rapid 27 off 13
balls, including three
fours and two sixes.

ever, their
back-to-back dismissals
triggered a middle-order
collapse. Saim Ayub fell
for six and Glenn Max-
well for just two as the
Kingsmen slipped to 112
for five in 11.4 overs,
suddenly under pres-
sure despite a sirong
start.

Kusal Perera and
Irfan Khan attempted to
rebuild with a 27-run
stand for the sixth
wicket, but Perera’s dis-
missal for 17 left

Hyderabad needing a
composed finish from
the lower order.

Irfan then found the
ideal partner in Hassan

han, and the pair
turned the match deci-
sively in their team’s
favour. Hassan played
the more aggressive
role, smashing 33 off 16
balls, while Irfan held his
nerve with an unbeaten
29 off 20 deliveries.
Their unbroken 50-run
stand ensured
Hyderabad crossed the
line with balls to spare.

Abbas Afridi was
the most successful
bowler for Karachi
Kings, finishing with
figures of 2 for 30, while
Hasan Ali, Khushdil
Shah, Adam Zampa and
Salman Ali Agha picked
up one wicket each in a
disciplined but ulti-
‘mately unsuccessful de-
fence.

Earlier, Karachi
Kings posted a competi-
tive 188 for 8 after being
put into bat. Their in-
nings began poorly
when Reeza Hendricks
fell for two in the first

Kingsmen edge Karachi Kings in PSL

over, but Salman Ali
Agha and Muhammad
Waseem steadied the in-
nings with a 45-run
stand.

Hunain Shah broke
through for Hyderabad,
removing Salman at the
end of the powerplay be-
fore dismissing Waseem
for 25, reducing Karachi
t0 59 for three.

A 69-run partner-
ship between Saad Baig
and Azam Khan rebuilt
the innings before
Labuschagne struck to
remove Azam for 26. The
innings then shifted dra-
matically when Moeen
Ali launched a counter-
attack, smashing 44 off|
just 16 balls, including
five sixes, before falling
in the penulllmale over.

Baig anchored the
innings with a well-com-
piled 53 off 37 deliveries
before retiring out, en-
suring Karachi reached
188 despite regular wick-
ets.

Hunain Shah was
the standout bowler for
the Kingsmen, claiming
3 for 19, while
Mohammad Ali sup-
ported with two wickets.
Labuschagne  also
chipped in with one
wicket.

In  the end,
Hyderabad Kingsmen’s
calm finishing under
pressure proved deci-
sive, as they secured a
landmark victory to
open their account in
PSL11.

The result handed
Karachi Kings a second
successive defeat, as
they were left to rue
missed chances and tac-
tical missteps in a match
that slipped away de-

spite several strong
phases.

Jannik Sinner beats Alcaraz in Monte Carlo
final to reclaim top spot in tennis rankings

NEWS DESK:
Italy’s Jannik Sinner
dethroned defending
champion  Carlos
Alcaraz ?7-6(5) 6-3 in
Sunday’s Monte Carlo
final to claim his first
Masters title on clay
and snatch back the
world ?number one
ranking from the
Spaniard.

The victory
capped a remarkable
run for Sinner, who
became just the sec-
ond player to win the
Sunshine Double and
Monte Carlo in the
same season — a feat
previously achieved
only by Novak
Djokovicin2015.

It marked
Sinner’s fourth con-
secutive Masters 1000
crown ?following tri-
umphs in Paris, Indian
‘Wells and Miami, and
his eighth Masters title
overall.

“We came here
just trying to ?get as
many matches as pos-
sible before other big
tournaments coming
up. Today was a ?very
high level from both of
us,” Sinner said in an
on-court interview.

“It was a bit
windy, breezy — com-
pletely ?different con-
ditions the tournament
has brought until to-

ay.
“The result is
amazing, getting back

NEWS DESK: Bayern
Munich romped toa 5-0
win at St Pauli on Satur-
day, breaking a 54-year
Bundesliga goalscoring
record and moving to
within touching dls»
tance of a 35th league
crown.

Leon Goretzka's
53rd-minute  goal,
Bayern's second of the
‘match, brought up 102
league goals this season,
breaking a previous mark
set by the Bavarian gi-
ants in 1971-72.

The longstanding
record was set bya team
that featured club leg-
ends Franz Beckenbauer,
Gerd Mueller and Uli
Hoeness.

Bayern  coach
Vincent Kompany told
Sky Germany he knew
his side would shatter
the total.

"I saw Uli Hoeness
yesterday and told him
We're coming for the
record'. The mark existed
for so long and the lads
can be proud, but we're
going to keep going."

Top scorer Harry
Kane was left on the
bench  but  Jamal
Musiala, Michael Olise,

to number one means
a lot to me. ?At the
same time, as I always
say, the ranking is sec-
ondary. I'm very
happy to win at least
one big lrophy on this
surface.

The last time the
pair met was nearly
five months ago when
Sinner beat Alcaraz in
the ATP Finals title
clash ?and fans had
been eagerly looking
forward to the next
chapter  of  the
“Sincaraz’ rivalry.

Struggle in blus-
tery conditions

Playing in blustery
conditions, ?both play-
ers struggled initially as
they traded early
breaks until Alcaraz
found his groove first,
unleashing winners
past Sinner when he
caught ?the ?Italian
wrong-footed on the

Nicolas Jackson and
Raphael Guerreiro joined
oretzka
scoresheet as Bayern
pulled 12 points clear of
Borussia Dortmund,
who lost to Bayer
Leverkusen earlier on
Saturday. With five
matches remaining this
season, defending cham-
pions Bayern can win
the title as early as next
week at home against
Stuttgart. Mindful of
Wednesday's Champi-
ons League quarter-final
second leg against Real

Madrid, Bayern also

baseline on a few oc-
casions.

Alcaraz also used
the disguised drop shot
to good effect to
catch Sinner off guard
but breaking serve
proved elusive for both
as they battled the
wind.

Sinner was forced
to work hard while
trailing 6-5 but he held
his nerve to force a
tiebreak where his first
serve proved decisive,
clinching the ?opener
when Alcaraz double-
faulted on ?set point.

Alcaraz  struck
early ?in the second
set, consolidating a
break to lead 3-1 with
acouple of impressive
returns that had the
fans leaping to their

feet.

However, Sinner
found his second wind
and ?reeled off four

Bayern closer to Bundesliga title

started with Luis Diaz,
Dayot Upamecano and
Jonathan Tah among the
substitutes. The miss-
ing firepower mattered
little as Musiala headed
the visitors in front with
nine minutes gone.
Early in the second
half, Goretzka turned the
ball'in from close range
to best a record the Ba-
varians set over half a
century ago. Olise added
another just a minute
later. Kane replacement
Jackson got one of his
own and Guerreiro
scored late to round out

straight games to turn
the match on its head
and serve ?for the title.

Sinner ?made no
mistake on serve and
as Alcaraz made an
error on championship
point, the Italian cel-
ebrated the biggest
claycourt title of his
career before embrac-
ing his rival at the net.

“It’s impressive
what you are achiev-
ing right now... Just
one man in ?the Open
?Era won the Sun-
shine Double and then
Monte Carlo, and you
?are the second one to
achieve it,” Alcaraz
said. “It’s something
incredible and I just
experienced how dif-
ficult it is to make that
happen. So congratu-
lations ?for every-
thing, for the work you
are doing with your
team.”

the victory and up the
record to 105.
Andrich  sinks
Dortmund Robert
Andrich hit a long-range
strike late in the first half
Leverkusen became
just the second team to
beat Dortmund in the
league this season with
a 1-0 away victory.
Dortmund, whose
two previous defeats
this season came against
Bayern, remain eight
points clear in second
place despite their four-
game winning streak
coming to an end.
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IFATCA praises Pakistan air traffic controllers amid airspace disruptions

NEWS DESK: The Inter-
national Federation of
Air Traffic Controllers”
Associations (IFATCA)
on Monday expressed
strong appreciation for
the professionalism and
dedication of Pakistan’s
air traffic controllers, ac-
knowledging their cru-
cial role in maintaining
safe and efficient opera-
tions during recent re-

gional airspace disrup-
tions.

Inaletter addressed
to Pakistan’s air traffic
control authorities,
IFATCA Executive Vice
President for the Asia
Pacific region Cheryl
Chen praised the “dedi-
cation and professional-
ism demonstrated by
the air traffic controllers
of Pakistan in recent
weeks.”

The letter comes a
day after the United
States and Iran failed to
reach an_agreement to
end hostilities despite
marathon negotiations
lasting around 21 hou
The talks, aimed at halt-
ing a conflict that has
killed thousands and opments affecting re- from neighbouring air-
driven global oil prices gional  airspace, spaces.
higher over the past six Pakistan’s position as a Despite these pres-
weeks, ended with both  key aviation corridor be-  sures, the organisation
sides blaming each other tween Southeast Asia, noted that Pakistani air
for the impasse. the Middle East, and Eu’ traffic controllers suc-

The letter high- rope led toa significant ~cessfully managed “sub-
lighted that amid evolv- surge in air traffic, in- stantial volumes of non-
ing geopolitical devel- cluding diverted flights ~scheduled traffic,” with

traffic levels in certain
sectors increasing sig-
nificantly, while main-
taining “the highest
standards of safety and
efficiency.”

IFATCA further ac-
knowledged that these
operations were con-

fic control workforce™
and expressed gratitude
for continued institu-
tional backing that en-
abled their performance.

he letter con-
cluded with assurances
of “highest consider-
ation,” underscoring in-
ternational recognition
of Pakistan’s air traffic
management efforts dur-
ing a period of height-
ened regional aviation
challenges.

The US and Israel
launched a joint offen-
sive on Iran on February
28, killing thousands of
people in I.ran including

ducted under sustained
pressure, potentially in-
volving extended duty
hours and limited leave,
describing it as a reflec-
tion of “a strong commit-
‘ment to operational con-
tinuity and global avia-
tion safety.”

In her message,
Chen also extended for-
mal appreciation for the
support provided by
Pakistan’s Ministry, stat-
ing that IFATCA “re-
spectfully acknowl-
edges the vital contribu-
tion of Pakistan’s air traf-

e Leader
Ayatollah "Ali Khamenei
and leaving tens of
thousands injured, with
civilian areas, including
residential buildings and
religious sites, among
those hit.

The conflict also ex-
panded geographically.
Iran retaliated with drone
and missile strikes tar-
geting Israel as well as
Jordan, Iraq, and Gulf
countries hosting US
military assets. It alsore-
stricted the movement of
ships through the Strait
of Hormuz.

Global air travel has
been heavily disrupted
as air strikes kept major
Middle Eastern airports,
including Dubai, the
world's busiest interna-

tional hub, closed in one
of the sharpesl aviation
shocks in recent years.

Key transit ai
ports, including Dubai

Abu Dhabi in the
UAE and Doha in Qatar,
were shut or severely
restricted as much of the
region’s airspace re-
mained closed after US
and Israeli strikes killed
Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Also Read: Iran
says Gulf ports are ‘ei-
ther for everyone or for
no one'

Dubai International
Airport sustained dam-
age during Iran's attacks,
while airports in Abu
Dhabi and Kuwait were
also hit.

Thousands of
flights have been af-
fected across the Middle
East, according to data
on flight-tracking plat-
form FlightAware. Air-
space over Iran, Iraq,
Kuwait, Isracl, Bahrain,
the UAE and Qatar re-
mained virtually empty,
maps by Flighiradar24
showed in March.

he airport clo-
sures have rippled far
beyond the Middle East.
Dubai and neighbouring
Doha sit at the cross-
roads of east-west air
travel, funnelling long-
haul traffic between Eu-
rope.

Four officials hurt as Afghan residents
clash with police in Islamabad

NEWS DESK: A po- Mehmood, alleges that - Act.
lice search operation a group led by a sus- A team from the
targeting Afghan resi- pect identified as Counter Terrorism
dents in Islamabad Mubeen abducted a Department has
turned violent when police official, heldhim  launched a wider op-
officers were at- inside a house, and eration to find and ap-
tacked, resulting inin- thenset the buildingon prehend additional sus-
juries to four officers fire. pects who fled the
and the arrest of 23 Attackers also scene, police said.
people who now face snatched a In a separate inci-
terrorism charges, au- submachine gun from dent,
thorities said. an officer and opened a police sub-in-
The clash erupted fire with the “intent to  spector died of a car-
in the Sarai Kharboza kill,” the formal com- diac arrest while on
area when residents plaint stated. special assignment in
resisted the operation, The 23 individuals Islamabad.
according to an FIR arrested in connection Officials said Sub-
filed at the Golra Po- with the incident are Inspector Mukhtar
lice Station. being investigated un-  Ahmed was deployed
Thereport, lodged der multiple statutes, at the Serena Hotel
by Assistant Sub-In- including Section 7 of when he suffered a
spector Saqib the Anti-Terrorism cardiac arrest.

Concerns abound regarding health of
incarcerated PTI leader Ejaz Chaudhry

NEWS DESK: The PTI  hospital bed. were affected and he was
has raised concerns re- However, his son, not provided with proper
garding the health of its  Advocate Ali Chaudhry, treatment and taken
leader Ejaz Chaudhry, had clarified that his fa- back to jail. According to
who s currently impris-  ther had not been shifted the lawyers, Chaudhry
oned in Kot Lakhpat jail.  to the hospital. also contracted a gall-
The senior PTI “We are using legal bladder infection and
leader is serving a 10- and administrative av- was taken back to jail
year jail sentence, along ~ enues to ensure he gets ~from the Punjab Kidney
wWith other party leaders, medical care, including and Liver Institute
for their involvement in  being shifted to the hos-  (PKLI) against doctor’s
violent riots in the coun- pital for a complete and ~ advice.
tryon May9, 2023. thorough check-up. He “Now the fresh
In a statement, the remains incarcerated at medical reports, con-
PTI’s central information Kot Lakhpal Jail at the ducted after several re-
wing expressed its con- moment,” he said in a quests and court orders,
cerns regarding poston the social media suggest stage three Kid-
Chaudhry’s health and  platform X on Sunday ney discase,”
the “negligence” of the night. he said. The lawyer
incumbent regime. Meanwhile, speak- said that he had ob-
“According to the ingto Dawn, the former tained a fresh court or-
latest medical examina- senator’s counsel Rana der a couple of weeks
tion, his kidney disease Mudassar Umer said ago for Chaudhry’s
has progressed to stage Chaudhry’s health dete-  treatment.
three,” it said, adding riorated due to negli- “No proper treat-
that doctors had stated gence in providing menthas begun yet,” he
that the 69-year-old proper treatment on lamented, adding that
former senator’s treat- time. treatment required a
‘ment was not possible at He said that specialised hospital.
the jail. Chaudhry had first had Last year, Chaudhry,
The PTI demanded issues with his heart in  who was under medical
that state institutions jail. He said that treat- care for a heart condi-
and the current rulers ment was delayed and tion, was reportedly ad-
provide proper treat- he was eventuaily oper- mitted to the Punjab In-
ment facilities to atedon tofix his stents. stitute of Cardiology
Chaudhry and other Eventually, he said, (PIC) after suffering
“political prisoners” in Chaudhry’s kidneys heart pain on Feb 20.
Kot Lakhpat jail and that ;
their cases be heard and
decided promply.
“Justice demands
that the political prison-
ers’ lives should not be
putin danger,” it said.
It may be men-
tioned that several re-
ports had emerged on
social media regarding
Chaudhry’s health as
well as photos in which
he was lying down in a

Cop martyred, 4 injured in attack on Hangu police team
en route to provide security for polio drive

NEWS DESK: A po-
lice constable was
martyred and four oth-
ers were injured in an
attack on a law en-
forcement party en
route to provide secu-
rity for polio teams in
Hangu district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
on Monday.

The incident took
place in Hangu’s Thall
tehsil on the first day
of a nationwide vacci-
nation campaign tak-
ing place from April 13
to 19. The attack is
this year’s first on law
enforcement person-
nel deployed for polio
teams’ security.

In a statement,
the Hangu District
Police said “terrorists
opened sudden fire on
apolice party”, result-
ing in the martyrdos
ofa policeman and in-
juries to four others.

The injured police
personnel were imme-
diately taken to a hos-
pital.

The police team
retaliated immediately,
with “reports of two
terrorists” deaths as a
result”, Kohat Deputy
Inspector General
(DIG) Irfan Tariq was
quoted as saying.

However, terror-
ists took their accom-
plices’ bodies from the
scene.

According to the
police statement, DIG
Tariq commended the
personnel’s bravery in
“thwarting the terror-
ists” attack”. He as-
serted that the assail-
ants would not be for-
given under any cir-
cumstances.

Following the inci-

dent, a search opera-
tion was launched in
the area, with security
forces busy tracing the
terrorists.

“On_ the other
hand, officials said the
ongoing polio cam-
paign in Hangu will
continue as usual, and
the terrorists cannot
demoralise the na-
tion,” Hangu Police
aid.

KP Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi con-
demned the attack
and sought a report
from the provincial
police chief.

In a statement is-
sued by his office, CM
Afridi said “targeting
pesonnel on national
duty is an extremely
cowardly act”. He as-
serted that the terror-
ists would never suc-
ceed in their nefarious
aims.

Expressing grief
over the deaths of the
police constable, the
KP CM affirmed the
provincial government
would provide every
possible cooperation to
the bereaved family.

The chief minister
directed that the in-
jured cops be provided
with the best available
facilities.

He asserted that
the KP government
and the public were
“on the same page in
the war against terror-

E

Attacks during
polio campaigns

Polio vaccinators,
who go door-to-door
to inoculate children,
are frequently targeted
by militants,
esp-e-cially in KP and
Balochistan.

In February, a po-
lice of--fi-cer was

martyred when armed
terrorists opened fire
ona polio vaccination
team in Balochistan’s
Chaman district.

According to offi-
cials, the number of
violent  incidents
against polio teams
had decreased last
year due to foolproof
security measures,
with four policemen
and one civilian killed,
and three police offi-
cials injured. They also
said 17 health workers
were kidnapped dur-
ing vaccination cam-
paigns.

Official ~ data
shows that a total of
96 people have been
killed by alleged ter-
rorists in KP since
2012, comprising 61
policemen, 27 health
workers and five civil-
ians. Also, 170 people,
including 124 police-

B

men, 28 health work-
ers and 21 civilians,
have been injured in
attacks on polio
teams.

During this period,
32 health workers,
three civilians and one
policeman were kid-
napped during vacei-
nation campaigns.

Of the people
who were subjected to
violence in the shape
of death, injuries and
kidnapping, 283 were
men and 18 women,
according to an offi-
cial report.

Pakistan is one of
the last two countries
in the world, alongside
Afghanistan, where
polioremains endemic.
Challenges such as
security issues, vac-
cine hesitancy, and
misinformation have
slowed the progress of
eradication efforts.

3 cops martyred, 4 injured as unknown assailants open
fire on pollce vehlcle in GB’s Dlamer. minister

NEWS DESK: Three
cops were martyred
and four others were
injured on Saturday
after unknown assail-
ants opened fire on a
police vehicle in Gilgit-
Baltistan’s Diamer dis-
trict, a caretaker min-
ister said.

The police team
was on its way back
from

Thor village after
destroying poppy cul-
tivation when uniden-
tified assailants
opened indiscriminate
fire on the vehicle,
Caretaker Home Min-
ister Sajid Baig told
Dawn.

As a result, three
police officials were
martyred and four oth-
ers, including an of-
ficer, were injured.

An exchange of
fire between the po-
lice and the miscreants
continued for several
hours. An additional
contingent of police
and law enforcement
personnel had been
sent to the site of the

=
incident, Baig said.

The  minister
noted that the police
team was attacked
when returning from a
two-day operation to
destroy poppy crops
“spread over a vast
arca of land”.

Meanwlule, con-

clared an emergency
in the local hospitals
of Diamer and di-
rected the doctors and
paramedical staff to
remain alert.

Shabbir Ahmed
Mir, spokesperson for
the chief minister, told
Dawn that a deputy
superintendent of po-
lice (DSP) was also
injured in the incident.

Every year, the
poppy crop is har-
vested in the area to
prepare opium, while
police conduct opera-
tions to destroy the
crops.

Separately, in mul-
tiple tehsils of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa — in-
cluding Baranj tehsin
in Bajaur, Bittani
subdivison of Lakki
Marwat district,
Mohmand tribal dis-
trict and mountainous
areas of Raza tehsil in
Swabi — the police
had destroyed the
pOppy crops.




