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Balochistan Govt Orders Province-Wide Audit
of Official Vehicles to Ensure Transparency

NEWS DESK

QUETTA: The Government of
Balochistan has announced the
formation of a high-level commit-
tee to conduct a comprehensive
audit of official vehicles across
all departments.

The move, directed by the
Chief Minister, aims to strengthen
transparency, accountability, and
efficient management of govern-
ment resources.

According to the official no-
tification, the Secretary of Ser-
vices and General Administration
Department (S&GAD) will chair
the committee, while the Secre-
tary Finance and Secretary Ser-
vices, Transport and Administra-
tion Department will serve as
members.

Province-Wide Vehicle Audit
The committee has been as-

signed to carry out a detailed au-
dit of government vehicles in
Balochistan, covering:

Administrative departments
Attached institutions
Autonomous bodies
Subordinate offices
The purpose is to ensure that

official vehicles are being used
strictly in line with government
rules and entitlement policies.

Focus on Misuse and Unau-
thorized AllocationHealth News
Updates

The audit will identify:
Excess allocation of official

vehicles beyond approved limits
Unauthorized use of govern-

ment cars
Cases of misuse, illegal allot-

ment, and unnecessary retention
The committee will also rec-

ommend actions for the recovery,
redistribution, or disposal of sur-
plus vehicles.

Policy Review and Reforms
In a significant step toward

governance reform,
the committee will review the

Balochistan Civil Car Rules 1988
and propose amendments to im-
prove:

Vehicle allocation systems
Monitoring and compliance

mechanisms
Overall public sector effi-

ciency
Timeline and Implementation
All departments have been

instructed to appoint a Grade-19
focal person within 48 hours to
coordinate with the committee
and provide required data and
records.

The committee is expected to
submit its final report within 15
days, including actionable recom-
mendations to enhance public
sector transparency and resource
management.

Balochistan Assembly Drama: Speaker
Orders Maulana Hidayat-ur-Rehman

Out, Then Brings Him Back

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Things got heated
in the Balochistan Provin-
cial Assembly on Thursday
when Speaker Captain
(Retd) Abdul Khaliq
Achakzai asked senior
Jamaat-e-Islami leader and
MPA Maulana Hidayat-ur-
Rehman to leave the
House.

The clash started when
Maulana Hidayat-ur-
Rehman kept speaking de-
spite the Speaker ’s re-
peated warnings. The
Speaker pointed out that the
member was not following
parliamentary rules and dis-
cipline, especially when
questions were being raised
about the presence of a
proper quorum.

Captain Abdul Khaliq
Achakzai directed the Ser-
geant-at-Arms to escort
Maulana out, saying the
Chair had no choice but to
maintain order in the
House.

Maulana Hidayat-ur-Rehman,
known for his strong and
passionate style, walked out
in protest. Talking to jour-
nalists outside the assem-
bly, he called the Speaker’s
action “unjust” and accused
him of behaving in an au-
thoritarian manner, claiming
he wasn’t ready to listen to

Balochistan Digital Media Policy 2026 Approved, AI
Recruitment and Climate Strategy Unveiled

WEB DESK:

In a major step toward governance
reforms in Pakistan,  the
Balochistan cabinet, led by Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, has
approved the Balochistan Digital
Media Policy 2026,

AI-driven recruitment, and a
comprehensive climate change
strategy.

The high-level cabinet meet-
ing focused on transparency,
merit-based governance, eco-
nomic development, and public

welfare, positioning Balochistan
as a reform-driven province in
Pakistan.

Digital Media Policy
2026: Boost for

Transparency and
Media Regulation

The Balochistan Digital Me-
dia Policy 2026 aims to eliminate
fake or dummy newspapers and
ensure fair and transparent dis-
tribution of government adver-
tisements.

The policy also introduces a

regulated framework for digital
and social media, strengthening
credible journalism and discour-
aging misuse of public funds.

Officials emphasized that the
policy supports authentic media
houses and journalists, while pro-
moting accountability and merit
in advertisement allocation, an
important step for media transpar-
ency in Pakistan.

AI-Based Recruitment
in Pakistan:

Ending Favoritism

A landmark decision was
taken to introduce Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI)-based recruitment in
Pakistan for government jobs
from Grade 4 to below Grade 16.
The system will be implemented
in the upcoming fiscal year.

This move is expected to:
Ensure merit-based hiring
Eliminate political influence

and favoritism
Improve efficiency in public

sector recruitment
Departments have also been

directed to clear pending job
cases, boosting employment op-

faces severe impacts from climate
change, floods, and natural disas-
ters. The policy introduces a co-
ordinated strategy for climate re-
silience, disaster management,
and sustainable development.

Fisheries and Blue
Economy Reforms

The approval of the
Balochistan Sustainable Fisher-
ies and Aquaculture Bill marks a
key step toward developing
Pakistan’s blue economy. The
policy focuses on:

Sustainable fisheries growth
Marine resource conserva-

tion
Adoption of modern fishing

technologies
Institutional restructuring

will further improve efficiency in
the fisheries sector.

Wheat Policy
 and Food Security

 in Pakistan
To strengthen food security

in Pakistan, the cabinet endorsed
a strategy to procure wheat
through the private sector for stra-
tegic reserves.

If required, the province will
request 100,000 metric tons of
wheat from the federal govern-
ment.

This decision aims to stabi-
lize supply and control price vola-
tility in Balochistan.

Rs4 Billion
Endowment Fund
for Social Welfare

The cabinet approved Rs4
billion for the Balochistan Awami
Endowment Fund, including Rs3
billion as seed money.

The fund will support edu-
cation, healthcare, and social wel-
fare programs, contributing to
long-term human development.

Speaking at the meeting,
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
reaffirmed the government’s com-
mitment to good governance,
transparency, job creation, and
institutional reforms in
Balochistan. He also appreciated
Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir
Khan for his role in advancing
administrative reforms.

portunities in Balochistan.

Climate Change
Fund Policy:
Addressing

Environmental Risks
The cabinet approved a com-

prehensive policy for the
Balochistan Climate Change
Fund, making it one of the first
structured provincial climate
frameworks in Pakistan.

According to adviser Shahid
Rind, Balochistan contributes
minimally to global emissions but

anyone.
But the tension didn’t last long.

Soon after, a group of pro-
vincial ministers and oppo-
sition members stepped in
to calm things down. They
spoke with Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman and
managed to convince him
to return to the House.

The brief episode once again
shows how quickly things
can flare up between the

ruling side and the opposi-
tion in Balochistan Assem-
bly. Such moments of high
drama have become quite
common in recent sessions,
often leaving observers
wondering about the
smooth running of legisla-
tive work.

This time, at least, cooler heads
prevailed and the matter
was resolved without any
major disruption.
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Urgent Need for a
Modern Examination

Hall at BPSC

Editorial
The recent high-level
meeting at Governor
House between
Balochistan Governor
Sheikh Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail and
Balochistan Public
Service Commission
(BPSC) Chairman
Justice (R) Mehta
Kalash Nath Kohli
has once again ex-
posed a long-standing
injustice faced by
thousands of young
aspirants in the prov-
ince: the absence of a
modern, spacious ex-
amination hall.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail described
this infrastructural
shortfall as a “major
gap” that directly ham-
pers the commission’s
ability to conduct com-
petitive written exami-
nations and interviews
with the dignity, effi-
ciency, and fairness
they deserve. In a
province where youth
unemployment is al-
ready a crisis, forcing
candidates into
cramped, outdated, or
makeshift venues dur-
ing high-stakes tests is
simply unacceptable.
It undermines exam

integrity, creates un-
necessary stress, dis-
advantages those
traveling from remote
districts, and sends a
discouraging message
about how seriously
the state values merit-
based opportunity.

The BPSC is not
just another depart-
ment—it is the gate-
way through which
competent, honest,
and capable officers
enter public service.
These officers shape
governance, deliver
development projects,
maintain security, and
implement policies
that affect every citi-
zen of Balochistan.
When the very insti-
tution responsible for
selecting them is
starved of basic facili-
ties, the entire chain
of public administra-
tion suffers.

Successive gov-
ernments have al-
lowed this neglect to
persist for years, pri-
oritizing other expen-
ditures while leaving
the BPSC to struggle
with financial con-
straints and outdated
infrastructure. This is
not merely an admin-

Taftan border and Balochistan Govt’s response

Balochistan’s education sector,
implementation of article 25-A

Improving the educa-
tion sector has always
been the hallmark of
all successive govern-
ments in Balochistan.
Every government has
allocated substantial
funds to improve the
education sector and
quality of education to
enable students to
compete on national
and international level.
Health and education,
all successive govern-
ments declared their
priorities.

Former Chief
Minister, Dr. Abdul
Malik Baloch led na-
tionalist government
allocated around 24
percent budget to
bring the province at
par with other parts of
the country. Dr.
Baloch’s government
also declared emer-
gency and announced
implementation of ar-
ticle 25-A of the con-
stitution to enroll all out
of school children in
Balochistan. The num-
ber of out of school
children in Balochistan
is currently over 1 mil-

lion. However, inde-
pendent sources put
the number high as
compared to the offi-
cial data. There are
conflicting figures
about the exact num-
ber of out of school
children in
Balochistan.

To be precise,
positive strides were
made during Dr. Malik
Baloch led govern-
ment to improve the
education sector.

For the first time
in the history of
Balochistan, 5000
teachers were ap-
pointed through na-
tional testing service
(NTS), launching an
effective campaign
against growing
cheating during exami-
nations and introduc-
ing the education man-
agement and informa-
tion system to ensure
the presence of teach-
ers in schools.

Track record
shows, teachers were
always recruited on
political basis with no
merit and transpar-

ency in the recruit-
ment process. This has
ruined the entire edu-
cation sector. Dr.
Malik Baloch, the then
adviser on education
Sardar Raza
Muhammad Bareech
led rallies against
cheating to create
awareness among the
people regarding the
curse of cheating in
educational institu-
tions.

After the removal
of Sardar Razar
Bareech as an adviser
on education and
transfers of senior bu-
reaucrats Ghullam Ali
Baloch and Saboor
Kakar, no effective
step was taken to im-
prove the quality of
education in
Balochistan.

Now again the
portfolio of education
has been awarded to
Sardar Yar
Muhammad Rind who
belongs to Pakistan
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI).
Mr. Rind has made
announcements to
bring what he claimed

revolutionary changes.
However, improve-
ment in education sec-
tor, enrolling out of
school children in
schools and improving
quality of education
needs a multi-pronged
strategy. Senior bu-
reaucrat Ghullam Ali
Baloch who had al-
ready served as sec-
retary education has
again been posted.

Mr. Baloch is tak-
ing a number of initia-
tives to improve
schooling and trace
out ghost schools and
teaches across the
province.

However, political
speed breakers ap-
pear to be major ob-
stacles in his way.

Despite being the
poorest province of
Pakistan, Balochistan
spends over 70 billion
rupees on primary,
middle, secondary
and higher education
in the province.

The province
spends thousands of
rupees per month on
a student. Unfortu-

nately, neither the
quality nor the educa-
tion standard meet na-
tional standards what
to speak about inter-
national standards.
Poor quality of educa-
tion is the result of
poor capacity of
teachers that needs to
be improved to com-
pete on national and
international level.

The Balochistan
government has an-
nounced to enroll
70000 kids in govern-
ment run schools in the
province. However,
ground realities negate
claims of the provincial
government. So far,
the government has
not been able to mobi-
lize the civil society,
media, political parties
and tribesmen to make
sure maximum enroll-
ment of kids in educa-
tional institutions of
the province. Coordi-
nated efforts and com-
bined strategy by all
segments of society
can ensure implemen-
tation of article  25-A
of the Constitution.

Quetta Voice
Analysis

The sudden arrival of
thousands of Zaireen
at Pak-Iran border
Taftan posed a serious
challenge for govern-
ment of Balochistan to
make sure their
screening and conduct
medical tests in the
aftermath of outbreak
of COVID-19 in
neighboring Iran. The
federal government
closed the border with
Iran at Taftan on Feb-
ruary 23rd to halt the
spread of deadly co-
rona virus.

All of a sudden
over 4,000 Zaireen,
students, tourists and
traders gathered at
Taftan, Pakistan’s bor-
dering town with Iran.
The poorly equipped
health officials that too
less in number tried to
conduct screening
and tests of those en-
tered from Iran. How-
ever, many managed
to flee from the ad-
ministration and used
their own means of
communication to
reach Quetta on way
to their home prov-
inces. The drivers
were paid heavy fares
by those fleeing the
quarantine centers at
Taftan.

Perhaps, in the
beginning, the
Balochistan govern-
ment and Islamabad
did not realize the
gravity of situation. A
wind-blowing tent
quarantine center was
established to keep the

Zaireen and others to
halt the spread of
novel corona virus.
However, the labora-
tory to diagnose the
deadly disease and
conduct tests of novel
corona virus could not
be arranged at the
border soon after the
closure of border.
The National Institute
of Health (NIH) dis-
patched machinery

and laboratory to con-
duct the diagnosis 10
days after the closure
of the border.  Before
installation of the labo-
ratory, the health offi-
cials used to send tests
of suspected patients
to Islamabad, Lahore
and Karachi for diag-
nosis.

Though, it was
imperative to install
laboratory soon after

the closure of the bor-
der to make sure
proper screening and
diagnosis of the
people.

Apart from co-
rona virus, the
Balochistan govern-
ment appeared to be
concerned about the
security of Zaireen as
well.

In the past,
Zaireen were fre-

quently targeted by
terrorists on Quetta-
Taftan highway. Since
then, the Balochistan
government has been
providing security and
law enforcers escort
long convoys of buses
from Quetta to Taftan
all the time.

The Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan, Jam
Kamal Khan has been
closely monitoring the

unfolding situation and
all the time directing
the concerned quarters
to halt the spread of
novel corona virus.
However, loopholes in
the system caused the
outbreak of COVID-
19 in the country.

Although, the
Chief Minister issued
statements, precau-
tionary measures
through print, elec-

tronic and shares vid-
eos on social media to
sensitize the people
about the deadly virus.

Nevertheless, the
virus penetrated and
made its way from
Taftan to Sukkur
prompting the Chief
Minister Sindh Syed
Murad Ali Shah to say
that Zaireen were not
properly screened at
Pak-Iran border

Taftan.
Opposition politi-

cal parties in
Balochistan in general
and the Balochistan
National Party ideal-
ogue, Sanaullah
Baloch have strongly
criticized the Jam
Kamal led government
for what they call its
failure and incompe-
tency to contain the
corona virus.

Political parties,
members of civil soci-
ety and legal fraternity
had also objected over
the establishment of
quarantine center at
Mian Ghundi area of
Quetta. They feared
spread of deadly virus
after establishment of
center near the city
rather they demanded
of the government to
shift the Zaireen to
their home provinces
directly from Taftan.

To be precise, the
virus has already pen-
etrated and now it is
time for all political
parties from left to
right and religious to
nationalists to join their
hands to contain its
spread.

The government
needs to take all stake-
holders including po-
litical parties, media,
civil society and law-
yers to evolve a com-
bined strategy in the
province to tackle the
situation. It is not alone
the job of government
rather every individual
to play his/her role to
contain the virus be-
fore it is too late.

istrative oversight; it is
a betrayal of the
province’s talented
youth who pin their
hopes on transparent,
merit-driven recruit-
ment.

The Governor ’s
emphasis on urgent fi-
nancial support, mod-
ern infrastructure, and
institutional reforms
must now move be-
yond words. The pro-
vincial government
should immediately pri-
oritize and fund the
construction of a
state-of-the-art ex-
amination and inter-
view complex at
BPSC — one
equipped to handle
large-scale tests, en-
sure privacy during in-
terviews, and uphold
the highest standards
of professionalism.

Until this happens,
the promise of equal
opportunity will remain
hollow for far too
many. Empowering
the BPSC with proper
facilities is not a
luxury; it is a necessity
for building a more
transparent, efficient,
and trustworthy gov-
ernment in
Balochistan.
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Israel, Lebanon to speak after '34
years', says Trump

Sri Lanka repatriates 238 crew members of two Iranian warships

Amid Lebanon truce talks, Israel
kills 3 paramedics

India plans parliament expansion for
women; opposition cries foul

Fuel supply fears after blaze tears through
crucial Australian refinery

03

NEWS DESK: Columns
of fire engulfed a crucial
Australian oil refinery
after a chain of explo-
sions, authorities said
on Thursday, as they
warned of disruptions to
domestic fuel supply.

Flames as high as 60
metres erupted late on
Wednesday after a gas
leak ignited at the Viva
fuel plant in Victoria
state, firefighters said,
one of only two working
oil refineries in Austra-
lia. The refinery, about an
hour’s drive southwest
of state capital
Melbourne, pumps out
about 10 per cent of
Australia’s fuel, accord-
ing to energy company
Viva.

Fire Rescue Victoria
said on Thursday the
blaze had been con-
tained, although it could
smoulder throughout
the day.

“The whole sky was
lit up with the bright
flame,” Geelong resident
Wayne Gardiner told
AFP.

The refinery is ca-
pable of processing up
to 120,000 barrels of oil
each day, company fig-
ures stated.

Analysts said that,
together with the Ampol
refinery in Brisbane, it
produces about 10-20
per cent of Australia’s
total fuel supply.

“This is not a posi-
tive development,” En-
ergy Minister Chris
Bowen said as the
nation’s fuel supplies
are under pressure due
to war in the Middle
East.

Bowen said he had
spoken to Viva and the
firm was “very confident
they can replace the
petrol with imports”.

Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese, cur-
rently visiting Malaysia,
said Australia had se-
cured an additional sup-
ply of some 100 million
litres of diesel from
Brunei and South Korea.

“This is the first of
many expected ship-
ments secured, under

the government’s new
strategic reserve pow-
ers,” he told a news con-
ference.

The fire ripped
through a section of the
refinery responsible for
the production of high-
octane petrol, Bowen
earlier said.

By triggering isola-
tion valves, other parts
of the plant producing
jet fuel and diesel had
been spared the worst of
the blaze.

Geographically iso-
lated and with only two
oil refineries, Australia is
heavily exposed to dis-
ruptions in global fuel
supply and imports most
of its petrol.

Canberra urged
Australians to ignore
the impulse to rush out
and panic buy more fuel.

“It’s important that
people buy as much fuel
as they need. But no
more, no less,” Bowen
said.

‘Ferocious’
Incident controller

Mark McGuinness said

NEWS DESK: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
in a Truth Social post
that the leaders of Israel
and Lebanon will speak
for the first time in 34
years on Thursday, as he
claims he is "trying to
get a little breathing
room between Israel and
Lebanon." The an-
nouncement came after
Israel’s and Lebanon’s
envoys to the US held
rare, direct talks in Wash-
ington to discuss an end
to Israeli attacks on its
neighbour, according to
Al Jazeera??????. Israeli
PM Benjamin
Netanyahu said yester-
day that, despite the
talks, he had ordered the
military to expand the
invasion of southern
Lebanon, towards the
east.

A member of Israel’s
security cabinet, Galia
Gamliel, said Netanyahu
will  soon speak to
Lebanon’s President Jo-
seph Aoun, Israel’s Army
Radio reported, accord-
ing to Al Jazeera.

“The prime minister
will speak for the first
time with the president
of Lebanon after so
many years of a complete
breakdown in dialogue
between the two coun-
tries,” Gamliel told the
Israeli  Army Radio.
“This move will hope-
fully ultimately lead to
prosperity and flourish-
ing for Lebanon as a
state.”

A Lebanese official
source earlier, however,
told the Reuters news
agency that there was no

information about the
call in Lebanon.

Meanwhile, an Is-
raeli strike has severed
the last bridge linking
southern Lebanon to
the rest of the country,
according to a Lebanese
security official.

Hopes for peace
grow

Optimism grew on
Thursday that the war in
the Middle East may be
near an end, with a key
Pakistani mediator in
Tehran and the adminis-
tration of US President

Donald Trump talking
up hopes for a deal that
would open the crucial
Strait of Hormuz.

US and Iranian offi-
cials were weighing a re-
turn to Pakistan for fur-
ther talks as early as the
coming weekend, after
negotiations ended on
Sunday without a break-
through. Chief of De-
fence Forces (CDF) and
Chief of Army Staff Field
Marshal Asim Munir, a
key figure in the media-
tion, arrived in Tehran
on Wednesday to try to
prevent a renewal of the
conflict.

"We feel good
about the prospects of a
deal," White House
press secretary Karoline
Leavitt said at a news
conference on Wednes-
day, calling conversa-
tions mediated by Paki-
stan "productive and
ongoing." She denied
reports that the US had
formally requested an
extension of a two-week
ceasefire agreed by the
two sides on April 8.

NEWS DESK: India’s
government was seeking
to expand the size of par-
liament by two-fifths to
increase the representa-
tion of women lawmak-
ers, but opposition par-
ties have cried foul, say-
ing it would benefit the
ruling party.

“We’re set to take
historic steps to em-
power women,” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said, ahead of the spe-
cial sitting of parliament
on Thursday, to debate
constitutional amend-
ments to both expand
seats for women and the
overall size of parliament
to over 800.

The bill proposes
fast-tracking implemen-
tation of a 2023 law in
the world’s largest de-
mocracy of 1.4 billion
people, reserving 33 per
cent of seats for women.

Increasing the num-
ber of women in parlia-
ment has, in principle,

broad cross-party sup-
port.

“We are all united
to give rightful posi-
tions to women in India,”
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
on Thursday.

Women currently
account for just 14pc of
India’s 543 members of
the Lok Sabha, the lower
house of parliament.

To achieve the ex-
pansion, the govern-
ment said it plans to re-
draw parliamentary
boundaries based on
population, a move that
would increase the num-
ber of seats by nearly
40pc to more than 800.

Modi’s Hindu na-
tionalist  Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) draws
much of its support from
the densely populated
north, and critics say
expanding seats in par-
liament would therefore
benefit it the most.

Opposition parties,

which control states in
southern India where the
population is lower, fear
they would lose overall
power in parliament.

Opposition leader
Rahul Gandhi said that
while his Congress party
supports increasing the
number of women in par-
l iament,  the
government’s approach
is aimed at consolidating
power.

“The proposal that
the government is now
bringing has no connec-
tion to women’s reserva-
tion,” Gandhi said, in a
statement on social me-
dia.

“It is merely an at-
tempt to seize power
through delimitation and
gerrymandering.”

M.K. Stalin, chief
minister of the southern
state of Tamil Nadu, and
a rival to Modi’s BJP,
also opposed the plan.

“Let the flames of
resistance spread across

a “significant leak” of
highly flammable gases
and liquid hydrocarbons
had triggered the in-
ferno.

“It was quite fero-
cious. It went from a
small fire through several
explosions to a large, in-
tense fire,” he told re-
porters.

Images taken on
Thursday morning
showed thick clouds of
smoke billowing over the
industrial complex.

Viva Energy boss
Scott Wyatt said it was
a “very challenging in-
cident”.

“Production is not
our primary priority to-
day,” he told reporters.
“Today it is getting the
site safe.”

Australia holds
roughly 38 days’ worth
of petrol in reserve, ac-
cording to government
figures, far below the 90-
day minimum dictated
by the International En-
ergy Agency.

While the govern-
ment has so far resisted
moves to ration fuel, it
has urged drivers to
conserve petrol where
they can and to favour
public transport if pos-
sible.

Like most nations in
Asia and the South Pa-
cific, Australia is heavily
reliant on oil shipped
through the Strait of
Hormuz, which at one
point carried one-fifth of
the world’s oil and gas.

Shipping traffic
through the vital water-
way has essentially
ceased since the United
States and Israel
launched strikes against
Iran on February 28.

NEWS DESK: Over
200 Iranian crew mem-
bers from two war-
ships who were res-
cued by Sri Lanka
have been sent back to
their homeland, a top
official said on
Wednesday.

Deputy Defence
Minister Aruna
Jayasekara said 32 sail-
ors rescued from the
IRIS Dena — a frigate
attacked by US on
March 4 just off Sri
Lanka — and another
206 from the IRIS
Bushehr left the coun-
try. Sri Lanka rescued
32 Iranian crew from
the warship IRIS Dena
on March 4 after it was
hit by a torpedo from a
US submarine.

The ship was re-
turning from a naval
exercise organised by
India, amid the US-Is-
raeli war on Iran.

Sri Lanka also res-
cued 208 crew from a
second vessel, IRIS
Bushehr on March 5
that had also requested
assistance from Co-
lombo after it ran into
engine trouble.

“The crew of both
ships were flown out
about 11pm on a spe-

Tamil Nadu,” Stalin said,
accusing the BJP of try-
ing to marginalise the
state through redrawn
boundaries.

“Let the arrogance
of the fascist BJP be
brought down,” he
added on social media.

The bill requires a
two-thirds majority to be
passed, with three days
of debate beginning on
Thursday.

The government is
proposing that delimita-
tion of new seats be
based on the last com-
pleted census, in 2011,
and come into effect for
the next general election
in 2029. But opposition
parties want the govern-
ment to wait for the re-
sults of an ongoing cen-
sus, which was launched
this month, a formidable
logistical challenge that
will take a year to carry
out — and even longer
for the data to be pro-
cessed.

cial flight on Tuesday
night,” Deputy De-
fence Minister Aruna
Jayasekera said.

After its crew was
offloaded in Colombo,
IRIS Bushehr was
towed to waters off Sri
Lanka’s eastern coast
of Trincomalee even-

tually reaching on
Tuesday morning.

“There are about
8-10 Iranian crew re-
maining aboard to as-
sist operations,”
Jayasekera added. Sri
Lanka granted 30-day
entry visas to the crew
members and housed

them in navy and air
force camps before ar-
rangements were made
for their return to Iran.

A chartered plane
arranged by Iran took
back the bodies of 84
crew members from
the Dena who were
killed in the US attack.

“A few sailors from the
IRIS Bushehr are stay-
ing back to operate the
vessel, but 206 joined
those rescued from the
IRIS Dena and returned
home last night in a
chartered aircraft,”
Jayasekara said.

Official sources

said 15 Iranian sailors
will remain in Sri Lanka
to operate the IRIS
Bushehr, which is an-
chored off
Trincomalee in the
northeast of the island.

The attack on the
IRIS Dena brought the
Middle East conflict

into the Indian Ocean,
killing 104 sailors in the
early days of the US
and Israeli war against
Iran, according to Ira-
nian authorities.

The bodies of 84
victims were recov-
ered and have been re-
patriated. Last month,

Iran’s ambassador to
Sri Lanka Alireza
Delkhosh said Tehran
was in talks with Co-
lombo to repatriate sail-
ors from the IRIS
Bushehr which was
given safe harbour in
Sri Lanka after the IRIS
Dena was sunk.

Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Anura Kumara
Dissanayake said the
island provided protec-
tion to the Bushehr
crew on humanitarian
grounds in line with the
1907 Hague Conven-
tion.

It was not imme-
diately clear on what
basis the sailors from
the second Iranian ves-
sel were allowed to
leave Sri Lankan cus-
tody. Sri Lanka has re-
fused permission for
US warplanes to use
ground facilities in the
country in order to
maintain Colombo’s
neutrality. A third Ira-
nian ship — the IRIS
Lavan, with 183 crew
members — sought
shelter in India’s Kochi
port in early March.
More than 100 non-es-
sential crew of the
IRIS Lavan have since
left India.

NEWS DESK: : Amid
efforts of a ceasefire in
Lebanon, Israel contin-
ued its attacks and tar-
geted paramedic teams
on Wednesday in south-
ern part of the country,
killing at least three of
them.

“The Israeli enemy
targeted paramedic
teams in the town of
Mayfadoun, Nabatiyeh
district, three consecu-
tive times,” the Leba-
nese health ministry said
in a statement.

“This resulted in the
martyrdom of three para-
medics and the injury of
six others, while one
paramedic remains miss-
ing,” it said.

The Israeli military
renewed an order for
people to leave a swathe
of southern Lebanon as
it intensified the attacks
on Wednesday, a day af-
ter talks with a Lebanese
government envoy in
Washington, which
Hezbollah condemned
and termed the Leba-
nese government move
“a national sin” that
would widen divisions in
a deeply polarised Leba-
non.

Israeli  mili tary
claims to have hit 200
targets; UN condemns
Lebanon strikes

The Israeli military
said it had struck over
200 Hezbollah infra-
structure sites in south-
ern Lebanon over the
past 24 hours.

Scale back attacks,
says Trump

Trump has urged
Israel to scale back at-
tacks in Lebanon, appar-
ently to avoid undermin-
ing the ceasefire with
Iran.

Israel’s offensive in
Lebanon has killed more
than 2,000 people and
forced 1.2 million from
their homes since March
2, according to Leba-
nese authorities.

Tuesday’s meeting
between officials of
Lebanon government
and Israeli government
was hosted by US Sec-
retary of State Marco
Rubio in Washington.

The Israeli  and
Lebanese envoys said
the talks were positive.
Israel has said the aim of
the talks is to disarm
Hezbollah.

Regional efforts for
ceasefire Meanwhile, a
Hezbollah lawmaker said
Iranian and regional ef-
forts could lead to a
Lebanon ceasefire
“soon”.

Diplomatic efforts
by Iran and other re-
gional countries could
produce a ceasefire in

Lebanon “soon”, senior
Hezbollah lawmaker
Ibrahim al-Moussawi on
Wednesday said, add-
ing that Tehran had used
its blockade of the Strait
of Hormuz as leverage.

“The Iranians are ex-
ercising high pressure
against the Americans
and they have put their
conditions that the
Americans should in-
clude Lebanon in the
ceasefire. If they don’t
do it, they are going to
continue their blockade
of Strait of Hormuz. It’s
the economic card,”
Moussawi said. “The
Iranians have opened up
to several regional and
international parties to
achieve this goal,” he
said.

Moussawi declined
to comment on whether
the group would abide
by such a ceasefire.

Complaint to UN
In a complaint to the

United Nations,
Lebanon’s Foreign Min-
istry said the death toll
from the April 8 attacks
attack of Israel stood at
303, including 30 children
and 71 women.

Israel claimed it had
launched a ground as-
sault against Hezbollah
and its Amal allies.

UN experts con-
demned Israel’s bomb-
ing in Lebanon earlier
this month as “illegal ag-
gression and indiscrimi-
nate bombing cam-
paign”, the United Na-
tions Human Rights
Council said.

“This is not self-de-
fence. It is a blatant vio-
lation of the UN Charter,
a deliberate destruction
of prospects for peace,
and an affront to
multilateralism and the
UN-based international
order,” the experts were
quoted as saying in a
statement.
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Child rape accused killed in police encounter in Gujranwala

Gwadar “Fishermen Colony” gets over
200 acres land

Power shortfall
exceeds 3,500MW
as loadshedding

challenged in court

GUJRANWALA (INP):
A suspect accused in a
child assault case was
killed during an alleged
police encounter in
Gujranwala, police said.

According to a
spokesperson for the

district police, the sus-
pect identified as
Arsalan alias Shani was
in police custody on
physical remand in con-
nection with the abduc-
tion and sexual assault
of a 13-year-old girl. The

Pakistani Scholar bridges Academia and
Industry as technical entrepreneur

Alibaba enters
Pakistan’s financial

sector as SECP grants
license to Coco Tech

PM Shehbaz departs for
official visits to Saudi

Arabia, Qatar, Türkiye

DHPP distributes health
kits to promote hygiene

in Dasu schools

encounter took place
within the jurisdiction of
the Khiali police station,
where the accused was
being taken for investi-
gation. Police said the
suspect attempted to es-
cape, while his accom-

Saudi Arabia
announces $3bn
aid for Pakistan

GWADAR (INP):
The Balochistan gov-
ernment has provided
over 200 acres of land
for the development of
modern “Fishermen
Colony” for Gwadar
fishermen at the cost
of Rs2,439.6 million,
Gwadar Pro reported
on Wednesday.

The land is located
at Mouza Ankada
South, near the junc-
tion of Jiwani and
Awaran Avenue, and
the Sports Complex
Gwadar.The “Fisher-
men Colony” is a low-
cost housing scheme.

A total of 2,970
residential plots, each
measuring 120 square
yards, will be allocated
to fishermen.

A key meeting re-
garding the Fishermen
Colony project in
Gwadar was held un-
der the chairmanship

of Director General
Gwadar Development
Authority (GDA),
M o i n- u r - R eh ma n
Khan.

The meeting was
attended by Chief En-
gineer GDA Haji Sid
Muhammad, Director
Town Planning Shahid
Ali, and Deputy Direc-
tor Town Planning
Abdul Razzaq.

During the meet-
ing, the Director Town
Planning provided a
detailed briefing, stat-
ing that the Fishermen
Colony

project was an-
nounced approxi-
mately three years
ago by the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan dur-
ing his visit to Gwadar,
which aims at the wel-
fare of local fisher-
men. Subsequently,
GDA completed initial
groundwork.

It was further
shared that a request
has been submitted to
the federal govern-
ment for the required
funding, and the
project is awaiting the
release of these funds.

Once the funds
are made available,
development work will
formally commence.
In the next phase, the
process of plot allot-
ment to fishermen will
also begin.

The Government
of Balochistan will
provide significant
subsidies on land
prices and develop-
ment costs to ensure
affordable and quality
housing for fishermen.

The project will
include modern urban
facilities such as clean
drinking water supply,
sewerage system,
roads, electricity,

BEIJING April 15 (INP):
For Dr. Sami Iqbal from
Pakistan, the journey
from a master's student
at Southeast University
in 2015 to a leading re-
searcher and tech entre-
preneur in 2026 is a tes-
tament to how academic
excellence, when paired
with entrepreneurial vi-
sion, can create tangible
solutions to some of the
world's most pressing
challenges.

Dr. Sami is now an
assistant professor at
the university's School
of Electronic Engineer-
ing and the founder of
Enfiniti Innovate, ac-
cording to a report pub-
lished by China Eco-
nomic Net on Wednes-
day.

The technology
startup focuses on smart
devices, wearable tech-
nologies, AI-assisted
preventive healthcare,
renewable energy mate-
rials, and technology

transfer from China to
Pakistan and other Belt
and Road countries.

Through these
roles, Dr. Sami is posi-
tioning himself as a
bridge between
academia and corporate
innovation.

Why would a
young researcher de-
vote himself to a field
that has not yet been
commercialized? The an-
swer lies in a problem
that affects billions of
people: energy poverty.

Specializing in
third-generation solar
cells and organic mate-
rials like perovskites and
multi-walled carbon
nanotubes, Dr. Sami has
published nearly 30 pa-
pers and filed several
patents. His work is
backed by a global net-
work of collaborations.

Speaking about
China's dominance in the
solar industry, Dr. Sami
noted that more than 80

percent of the world's
solar cells and silicon
are produced and pro-
cessed in China.

"Even during my
recent four-month sab-
batical research visit at
McGill University in
Montreal, most of the
materials we used in
those labs were imported
from China as R&D raw
resources," he said.

He further ex-
pressed confidence that
third-generation photo-
voltaic devices will be
available for commercial
production in less than
a decade. "This would
highly impact power
shortages in Pakistan
and every developing
country," he added.

"China already has
a huge production of in-
termittent power sources
from solar cells connect-
ing to the national grid.
The same model can
benefit Pakistan."

What inspired Dr.

Sami to start his com-
pany is the speed with
which China is turning
research into real prod-
ucts. "In China, the dis-
tance between the lab
and the market is very
short," he said.

He co-founded
Enfiniti Innovate in 2021
with a Chinese partner
and is now working with
young entrepreneurs
from Sri Lanka, Zimba-
bwe and other Belt and
Road countries.

The company has
already delivered results.
For the Lagos State Po-
lice in Nigeria, it devel-
oped a biomedical device
that tests urine for up to
18 drugs.   "Commercial-
ization is expected in the
third quarter of this
year," Dr. Sami said. In
agriculture, Enfiniti Inno-
vate has been providing
stevia – a natural sugar
substi tute – to the
Punjab Agriculture Re-
search Board since 2024.

LAHORE (INP): The
electricity situation has
worsened across all
power distribution com-
panies (DISCOs) in the
country, with a signifi-
cant rise in
loadshedding.

According to
sources,  the average
power shortfall has ex-
ceeded 3,500 megawatts,
leading to increased un-
a n n o u n c e d
loadshedding in Punjab,
including Lahore. In
LESCO, the shortfall has
crossed 1,000 mega-
watts, further aggravat-
ing the situation for con-
sumers.

Sources from the
National Transmission
and Dispatch Company
(NTDC) said the in-
creased loadshedding is
due to shortages of
RLNG, hydropower, and
oil. They added that the
absence of a proper
loadshedding schedule
is resulting in unan-
nounced outages, with

power cuts extending up
to six hours instead of
the usual two.

Officials warned
that the ongoing crisis
may persist for several
more days, causing con-
tinued inconvenience to
the public. Meanwhile, a
petition has been filed in
the Lahore High Court
against ongoing unan-
nounced loadshedding
across the country.

The miscellaneous
application, submitted
by the Judicial Activism
Panel, states that citi-
zens are facing outages
despite paying high elec-
tricity costs and are not
being provided power
supply on an equal ba-
sis, while businesses are
also being adversely af-
fected.

The petitioner has
requested the court to
ensure uninterrupted
and non-discriminatory
electricity supply and to
issue orders for ending
loadshedding.

plices opened fire on the
police party to help his
escape.  “In the ex-
change of fire, the sus-
pect was hit by bullets
fired by his own accom-
plices and died on the
spot,” the police spokes-

person said. The ac-
cused had allegedly ab-
ducted the minor girl at
gunpoint on April 3,
2026, while she was on
her way to a madrassa,
and later subjected her
to sexual assault. Police

further stated that the
suspect had a prior crimi-
nal record and was alleg-
edly involved in serious
offenses,  including
child abduction, sexual
violence, and human
trafficking. In a separate

development, police re-
ported that three en-
counters took place in
different areas of the
district, and two others
arrested in injured con-
dition. City Police Officer
(CPO) Dr. Sardar Ghiyas

Gul Khan said that a
zero-tolerance policy
against crimes targeting
women and children is
being strictly enforced.
Elements violating the
law deserve no leniency,
he added.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
China’s tech giant
Alibaba Group has for-
mally entered Pakistan’s
financial services market
after the Securities and
Exchange Commission
of Pakistan (SECP)
granted a l icense to
Coco Tech Pakistan (Pri-
vate) Limited (CTPL), its
wholly owned subsid-
iary.

The move allows
Coco Tech Pakistan to
operate as a non-bank-
ing finance company, in-
troducing “buy now,
pay later” (BNPL) ser-
vices in the country.

This model enables
consumers to make pur-
chases online and pay in
instalments, offering an
alternative to traditional
credit systems, accord-
ing to a Gwadar Pro's re-
port.

Officials say the de-
velopment marks a sig-
nificant milestone for
Pakistan’s digital
economy and reflects

growing international
confidence in the
country’s regulatory
framework.

Secretary of the
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC),
Jamil Qureshi, on Tues-
day said the entry of
Alibaba highlights
Pakistan’s emergence as
an increasingly attrac-
tive destination for glo-
bal investors.

He noted that
Alibaba’s planned direct
investment is expected
to strengthen e-com-
merce infrastructure, ex-
pand financial inclusion
through digital solu-
tions,

and create new op-
portunities for busi-
nesses and consumers.

He added that SIFC
remains committed to fa-
cilitating strategic in-
vestments by ensuring
policy continuity, regu-
latory ease, and effec-
tive coordination among
stakeholders.

schools, mosques, hos-
pitals, and parks.

The Planning and
Development (P&D)
D e p a r t m e n t
Balochistan has al-
ready approved the
PC-II of the project,
under which
consultancy services,
master planning, de-
sign, and other techni-
cal aspects will be
completed.

To ensure trans-
parency, a digital da-
tabase of allottees will
also be established.

On this occasion,
DG GDA Moin-ur-
Rehman Khan di-
rected that the project
should be advanced on
a priority basis so that
the real stakeholders
of Gwadar — the
fishermen — can be
provided with modern
and dignified housing
facilities at the earliest.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has
departed for official
visits to Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, and Türkiye
from April 15 to 18.
The visit aims to
strengthen bilateral
ties and enhance
Pakistan’s diplomatic
engagement on re-
gional and global is-
sues. Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar, In-
formation Minister
Attaullah Tarar, and
Special Assistant
Syed Tariq Fatemi are
accompanying the
prime minister.

The prime
minister ’s visits to
Saudi Arabia and
Qatar are taking place
in a bilateral context,
according to the For-
eign Office.

During these en-
gagements, Shehbaz
Sharif will meet the
leadership of both
countries to discuss
ongoing cooperation
as well as regional

peace and security.
Key areas of dis-

cussion will include
strengthening bilateral
relations as well as
addressing regional
peace and security
challenges. Officials
say the meetings re-
flect Pakistan’s con-
tinued focus on deep-
ening strategic part-
nerships in the Gulf
region.

Following his Gulf
engagements, the
prime minister will
travel to Türkiye to
attend the Fifth
Antalya Diplomacy
Forum. The high-level
global event brings to-
gether world leaders
to discuss pressing in-
ternational issues.

During the forum,
Shehbaz Sharif will
participate in the
Leaders’ Panel along-
side other global lead-
ers. He is expected to
present Pakistan’s
perspective on key glo-
bal and regional mat-
ters.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Officials from
the Dasu Hydropower
Project (DHPP) dis-
tributed health and hy-
giene kits to hundreds
of students at two
girls' primary schools
on Wednesday, part of
a broader community
wellness initiative
managed by the Wa-
ter and Power Devel-
opment Authority
(WAPDA). According
to a Gwadar Pro's re-
port,  a total of 307 stu-
dents at Government
Girls Primary School
DC Colony and 123
students at Govern-
ment Girls Primary
School Chiraghabad
received the kits.  The
program aims to im-
prove personal hy-
giene standards and
promote healthy hab-
its among youth in the
Upper Kohistan re-
gion. Local educators
welcomed the distribu-
tion, citing its potential
to improve student
health and confidence.

The initiative is part of
a larger campaign
launched on March 15
that has already
reached the Seo area,
where 433 kits were
distributed earlier this
month. DHPP officials
said they plan to ex-
tend the program to 11
government high
schools across Upper
Kohistan to bolster
preventive healthcare
awareness among
both students and
teachers. The Dasu
Hydropower Project,
a major run-of-river
scheme on the Indus
River, is being devel-
oped by the China
Gezhouba Group
Company (CGGC).
The project has a to-
tal planned capacity of
4,320 megawatts
(MW). Stage I, cur-
rently under construc-
tion, is expected to
generate 2,160 MW
and produce approxi-
mately 12,222 giga-
watt-hours (GWh) an-
nually.

Governor Madinah Prince Salman Bin Sultan Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud received Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif upon his arrival in Madinah Munawwarah .

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan in a meeting with Mohammad
Haris Agar, discussing formalization to boost exports, tax revenue, and industrial growth.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan has secured a
crucial financial lifeline
as Saudi Arabia pledged
$3 billion in additional
support to help stabilize
the country’s economy.
The move comes at a
critical time as Pakistan
faces mounting external
payments and pressure
on foreign exchange re-
serves.

Saudi Arabia has
agreed to provide a $3
billion deposit to Paki-
stan, aimed at support-
ing its balance of pay-
ments and easing imme-
diate financial  pres-
sures. The announce-
ment was confirmed by
both Saudi officials and
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb.

This fresh support
comes in addition to
Riyadh’s decision to ex-
tend the tenure of an ex-
isting $5 billion deposit,

further reinforcing
Pakistan’s financial sta-
bility.

Officials say the as-
sistance reflects deepen-
ing economic and stra-
tegic ties between the
two countries.

Pakistan is cur-
rently facing a $3.5 bil-
lion repayment obliga-
tion to the United Arab
Emirates,  which ac-
counts for nearly 18% of
its foreign exchange re-
serves. As of March 27,
reserves stood at around

$16.4 billion.
Under its $7 billion

program with the Inter-
national Monetary
Fund, Pakistan is target-
ing reserves of over $18
billion by June -- making
the Saudi support par-
ticularly timely.

Aurangzeb empha-
sized that the funding
will help strengthen
Pakistan’s external ac-
count and ensure re-
serves remain aligned
with IMF commitments
and market obligations.

The finance minis-
ter made the announce-
ment while attending the
World Bank–IMF Spring
Meetings 2026 in Wash-
ington, DC. During his
visit, Aurangzeb held
detailed discussions
with Saudi Finance Min-
ister Mohammed Al-
Jadaan, following an ear-
l ier meeting in
Islamabad.

He noted that Paki-
stan had deliberately
avoided commenting
publicly on the support
package until formal
confirmation was re-
ceived, despite media
speculation.

Aurangzeb ex-
pressed grati tude to
Saudi leadership, par-
ticularly Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
and senior finance offi-
cials, for their continued
cooperation and timely
assistance.
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Khuzdar Traders Meet DIG
Kalat Range Over Rising Crime,
Assurance Given for Strict Action

IG Balochistan Visits Police Grammar School Quetta,
Orders Upgradation and New Facilities

Governor Balochistan Highlights Sports as Key to Healthy
Society, Praises Athletes and Development Initiatives

Balochistan Forest Secretary
Visits Wildlife Headquarters

Quetta, Orders Strong Measures
for Biodiversity Protection

QUETTA: Inspec-
tor General of Police
B a l o c h i s t a n ,
Muhammad Tahir, em-
phasized the
department’s commit-
ment not only to main-
taining law and order but
also to the welfare of
police personnel and the
education of their chil-
dren during his visit to
Police Grammar School
Badar Line in Quetta.

He was accompa-
nied by DIG Headquar-
ters Hassan Asad Ali,
SSP Admin Dostain
Dashti, and Principal Po-
lice Grammar School
Lubna Ashfaq.

During the visit, the
IG highlighted that re-

KHUZDAR: A delega-
tion of Anjuman-e-
Tajiran Khuzdar, led by
President Hafiz
Hameedullah Mengal,
met with DIG Kalat
Range Wazir Khan Nasir
at his office to discuss
growing concerns over
law and order, theft, rob-

bery incidents, and other
civic issues in the city.

During the meeting,
the delegation high-
lighted various prob-
lems, particularly the in-
creasing incidents of
theft and robbery in ar-
eas such as Suni, Nawa,
Bazgir, and surrounding
localities.

Expressing serious
concern,  Hafiz
Hameedullah Mengal
briefed the DIG about
public anxieties regard-
ing safety and security.

Taking immediate

notice of the issues, DIG
Wazir Khan Nasir issued
strict directives to ad-
dress the situation.

He emphasized that
protecting the lives and
property of citizens is
the top priority of the
police and assured that
criminals would be dealt

Quetta Traffic Reform Plan Finalized in High-Level
Meeting, Strict Action Against Illegal Parking Announced

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jafar Khan
Mandokhail has said
that a healthy society is
built on physically and
mentally fit individuals,
and this is closely linked
to the promotion and de-
velopment of sports.

He expressed these
views while speaking to
a delegation led by
President Japan Karate
Association Pakistan,
Hussain Ali Changezi.

The Governor said
that although many tal-
ented athletes in the
province have been left
behind due to a lack of
facilities and opportuni-
ties,

it is encouraging
that several players have
made the nation proud
through their excep-
tional performances at
national and provincial
levels, becoming ambas-
sadors of the country

forms are being intro-
duced to align the
school’s teaching sys-
tem with modern educa-
tional standards, ensur-
ing that children of po-
lice personnel remain
competitive in the aca-
demic field.

Muhammad Tahir
stated that all available
resources would be uti-
lized to transform the in-
stitution into a model
school where students
can receive quality mod-
ern education and con-
tribute positively to the
province and the coun-
try.

He added that the
youth possess strong
confidence and, if pro-

vided with proper facili-
ties, can play a vital role
in national development.

The IG inspected
various facilities, includ-
ing the school library
and computer lab, and
reviewed classroom
teaching activities.

He also interacted
with students, asking
about their academic and
extracurricular activities
as well as available facili-
ties.

Appreciating the
students’ academic per-
formance, he directed
authorities to provide a
dedicated playground
and ordered renovation
and beautification of the
school building to fur-

ther improve the learning
environment.

During a briefing,
Principal Lubna Ashfaq
informed that the school,
established in 1995, has
been providing educa-
tional opportunities to
children of police per-
sonnel.

She highlighted
that the library has been
supported with books
by DIG Headquarters
Hassan Asad Ali and
SSP Admin Dostain
Dashti, while AIG Wel-
fare Faryal Fareed has
contributed sports
equipment to promote
extracurricular activities
and physical develop-
ment.

QUETTA: A key meeting
on improving the traffic
system in Quetta was
held under the chairman-
ship of Commissioner
Quetta Division
Shahzeb Khan, focusing
on traffic congestion
caused by illegal park-
ing, encroachments, and
street vendors.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini, Ad-
ministrator Metropolitan
Corporation Zahid
Khan, SSP Traffic Quetta
Bilal Ahmed, Director
Traffic Engineering Bu-
reau,

Director Develop-
ment Quetta Division
Zohar Ahmed, CEO PPP
Dr. Faisal, Deputy PD
QDIP Abid Ali, Assis-
tant Commissioner Politi-
cal Quetta Division Syed
Kaleemullah, President
An juman -e-Taj i r an
Rahim Kakar, along with
officials from the Forest,
Transport, and Railways
departments and repre-
sentatives of Serena
Hotel.

During the meeting,
it was decided that to re-
solve traffic issues at
Serena Chowk, the
hotel’s main gate will be
shifted within the inner
boundary wall, and a re-
designed alternative
route will  be imple-
mented soon after ap-
proval.

Joint Road will be
declared a “No Parking”
and “No Cart Zone,”
while vendors will be re-
located to designated
areas and formally reg-
istered. Strict action will
be taken against viola-
tions.

It was also an-
nounced that electric
vehicles will begin oper-
ating in the central busi-
ness area by the end of
July, where parking will
be completely prohib-
ited. Additionally, sur-
veys for 18 feeder routes
of the Green Bus service
are underway, with re-

with firmly.
He further warned

that negligence or inef-
ficiency by any officer
or Station House Officer
(SHO) in providing pub-
lic relief and justice
would not be tolerated.

The DIG also stated
that his office remains
open to the public, and
any complaints related
to police performance
will be personally re-
viewed and acted upon.

The traders’ asso-
ciation appreciated the
DIG’s efforts in improv-

QUETTA: Secre-
tary Forest and Wildlife
Balochistan, Mir Imran
Gichki, visited the Wild-
life Head Office in
Quetta and chaired an
important meeting to re-
view conservation ef-
forts and administrative
performance across the
province.

During the meeting,
Chief Conservator Wild-
life Sharifuddin Baloch
gave a comprehensive
briefing on ongoing ini-
tiatives for the protec-
tion, conservation, and
effective management of
wildlife in Balochistan.

The session fo-

She further noted
that students have
shown encouraging aca-
demic results, crediting
the dedicated efforts of
teachers and the sup-
port of parents. Re-
cently, a playground ad-
jacent to the school has
also been made avail-
able for students to en-
hance their physical
activities.““Keywords
(SEO):“Quetta educa-
tion news, Police Gram-
mar School Quetta, IG
Balochistan visit ,
Muhammad Tahir police,
school upgradation Pa-
kistan, police welfare
education, Balochistan
schools development,
student facilities Quetta

and a source of inspira-
tion for youth.

He noted that gov-
ernment-provided facili-
ties and opportunities
have played an impor-
tant role in the success
of athletes who have
brought honor to Paki-
stan.

He added that sig-
nificant progress is be-
ing observed in the
sports sector across
Balochistan, with im-
provements in grounds
and allocation of funds
at the district level, giv-
ing a positive outlook
for the future of sports

in the province.
G o v e r n o r

Mandokhail emphasized
that sports are not just
games but an essential
part of life, contributing
to physical and mental
well-being as well as dis-
cipline, which ultimately
shapes individuals into

successful members of
society.

He further stated
that both male and fe-
male athletes from
Balochistan continue to
bring pride to the prov-
ince and the country
through their perfor-
mances at various levels.

He appreciated the
successful organization
of the National Karate
Camp and Champion-
ship in Karachi and con-
gratulated Hussain Ali
Changezi and his team
for successfully passing
the prestigious sixth
Dan examination.

Quetta news, Gov-
ernor Balochistan sports
statement, Jafar Khan
Mandokhail, sports de-
velopment Balochistan,
karate championship Pa-
kistan, youth sports pro-
motion, national athletes
Pakistan, sports facili-
ties Balochistan

ports expected within
two weeks.

Regarding Abdul
Sattar Road, the Com-
missioner directed rel-
evant authorities to con-
duct a detailed study to
improve traffic flow. In
terms of environmental
efforts, over 135,000
trees have been planted
in Quetta through pub-
lic participation, NGOs,
schools, and colleges,
while plantation activi-
ties continue on new

roads under QDIP and
the Metropolitan Corpo-
ration.

Addressing the
meeting, Commissioner
Shahzeb Khan stressed
that improving Quetta’s
traffic system and city
aesthetics requires col-
lective responsibility
from all stakeholders.

He emphasized the
need for more parking
plazas and warned that
strict action will be taken
against illegal parking

ing administrative per-
formance and address-
ing traffic-related issues
in the city. Hafiz
Hameedullah Mengal
assured full cooperation
from the business com-
munity in resolving civic
and law enforcement
challenges.

The delegation in-
cluded senior trader
leader Syed Agha
Samiullah Shah, former
Tehsildar Ghulam
Mustafa Notani, Abdul
Hakeem Khidrani, and
Hafiz Jameel Ahmed
Abrar.

Khuzdar news, DIG
Kalat Range meeting,
law and order Khuzdar,
theft robbery Pakistan,
Anjuman Tajiran
Khuzdar, police action
Balochistan,  public
safety Khuzdar, traders
delegation meeting

cused on strengthening
strategies to safeguard
biodiversity and im-
prove departmental per-
formance.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Mir Imran Gichki
directed officials to ac-
celerate practical mea-
sures for biodiversity
conservation and en-
sure effective implemen-
tation.

He emphasized that
reforms in the depart-
ment must be carried out
in line with the directives
of Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti and Provincial
Minister for Forest and

Wildlife Sardar Masood
Khan Loni.

He also stressed
adopting a zero-toler-
ance policy against ille-
gal hunting, habitat de-
struction, and environ-
mental violations.

The Secretary high-
lighted the urgent need
to address serious chal-
lenges such as illegal
poaching, destruction of
natural habitats, and cli-
mate change, calling for
immediate and concrete
action to mitigate their
impact. Later, he in-
spected the ongoing
renovation work at the
Wildlife Head Office.

violations.
He further noted

that the Government of
Balochistan has made
the Green Bus service

free for one month, ben-
efiting over 30,000 pas-
sengers daily, with a
subsidy exceeding 300
million rupees.
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Gold, silver prices move up in Pakistan
tracking global trends

Pakistan receives $2b from Saudi Arabia: SBP

Japan contributes $2 million to support communities affected
by climate disasters in Pakistan

Power minister reiterates govt’s apology for power
cuts arising from ‘out of control’ situation

Biggest well begins oil, gas production

NEWS DESK: The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
said on Thursday that
the country has re-
ceived $2 billion from the
Ministry of Finance,
Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, in a post on X.

The central bank
said the funds were re-
ceived “in the value date
of April 15, 2026”.

The news comes a
day after Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif arrived in
Saudi Arabia for the first
part of his three-nation
tour amid ongoing active
negotiation efforts for
peace in the Middle
East. The development
came on the heels of
Saudi Arabia’s decision
to extend another finan-
cial bailout package to
Pakistan, aimed at help-
ing the country meet its
external financing needs
in line with International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
requirements.

Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
said on Wednesday that
Saudi Arabia has com-
mitted $3 billion in addi-
tional deposits, with dis-
bursement expected in
the coming week. He fur-
ther stated that the ex-
isting $5 billion Saudi
deposit would no longer
remain subject to the ear-
lier annual rollover ar-
rangement and would
instead be extended for
a longer period.

NEWS DESK: The Oil
and Gas Development
Company Ltd
(OGDCL) on Wednes-
day began commercial
production from the
highest-ever oil and gas
discovery from a single
well in the country’s
history.

Baragzai X-01
(Slant) exploratory
well in the Nashpa
Block, Kohat district of
Khyber Pakhtun-khwa,
is now the highest-pro-
ducing well and con-
tributes approximately
10pc of OGDCL’s to-
tal crude oil production.

Petroleum Minister

Ali Pervaiz Malik for-
mally inaugurated the
commencement of
commercial produc-
tion in a ceremony that
was also attended by
Secretary Petroleum
Hamed Yaqoob Sheikh,
OGDCL Managing Di-
rector and CEO Ahmed
Hayat Lak and repre-
sentatives of other ex-
ploration and develop-
ment and services
companies.

A f t e r
Wednesday’s injection
of 5,300 barrels of oil
per day (bps), 17 mil-
lion standard cubic feet
per day (mmscfd) of

gas, and 15 tonnes per
day of liquefied petro-
leum gas, the cumula-
tive production from
the well has reached
15,000bpd and 45
mmscfd of gas.

Oil and gas pro-
duction from the well
is projected to reach
25,000 bpd and 60
mmcfd in the near fu-
ture, the state-run en-
ergy firm announced.

In a significant op-
erational achievement,
an 8-kilometre pipeline
was laid in record time,
alongside critical modi-
fications for gas pro-
cessing and crude oil

storage, and integration
with Mela and Nashpa
facilities.

The project is ex-
pected to generate sub-
stantial economic ben-
efits.

The estimated daily
revenue stands at
Rs156 million, with
monthly revenues pro-
jected at Rs4.7 billion
and annual revenues at
Rs57bn. The develop-
ment will also result in
annual foreign ex-
change savings of ap-
proximately $329m by
reducing reliance on
imported fuels, the
company said.

NEWS DESK: Gold and
Silver prices rose on
Thursday in Pakistan,
supported by a weaker
dollar and lower US
?Treasury yields, as in-
vestors grew optimistic
about a potential end to
the Middle East war,
which has stoked fears
of higher inflation.

Spot gold rose 0.9%
to $4,830.82 per ounce
by 0455 GMT. US gold
futures for ?June deliv-
ery gained 0.6% to
$4,853.40.

Following interna-
tional market trends,
gold and silver prices in
Pakistan recorded fur-
ther increases, with the
price of 24-carat gold per
tola rising by Rs1,400 to
Rs504,862. Similarly, the
price of 10 grams of gold
increased by Rs1,200 to
Rs432,837.

Meanwhile,  the
price of silver in the
country also increased
by Rs110 per tola to
Rs8,514, while the price
of 10 grams of silver rose
by Rs94 to Rs7,299.

The US dollar fell to
its lowest level in ?six
weeks, making green-
back-denominated com-
modities, including bul-
lion, more affordable for
holders of ?other curren-
cies.

Benchmark 10-year
US Treasury yields
eased 0.1%, as hopes of
a US-Iran peace ?deal
eased higher-for-longer
US interest rate bets.

"The primary driver
(for gold) is the optimism
about a ?US-Iran
ceasefire that is pushing
down longer-term bond
yields globally and that
kind of created a lower
opportunity cost of
holding gold and silver,"
said Kelvin Wong, a se-
nior market analyst at
OANDA.

"If we start ?to see
a break above $4,900,
further potential upside

cannot be ruled out to-
wards the next ?interme-
diate resistance zone,
which is at the psycho-
logical level of $5,000."

Optimism grew that
the war may be near ?an
?end, with a key Paki-
stani mediator in Tehran
and the President
Donald Trump adminis-
tration talking up hopes
for a deal that would
open the crucial Strait of
Hormuz.  Spot gold
prices have fallen more
than 8% since the Iran
war began in late Febru-
ary amid concerns that
?elevated energy prices
could feed into inflation

and keep global interest
?rates higher.

While ?gold is con-
sidered a hedge against
inflation, higher interest
rates weigh on the non-
yielding metal's demand.

In the US, traders
now see a 29% chance
of a 25-basis-point inter-
est rate cut this ?year.
?Before the war, there
were expectations of two
reductions ?for this year.

Among other met-
als, spot silver rose 2%
to $80.61 per ounce,
platinum gained 1.6% to
$2,143.08, and palladium
was ?up 1.4% at
$1,592.84.

NEWS DESK: Power
Minister Awais Leghari
on Thursday reiterated
the government’s apol-
ogy for excessive
loadshedding, explain-
ing that the external fac-
tor of the fuel supply cri-
sis due to the Middle
East war was one of the
main reasons.

Addressing a press
conference in Islamabad,
Leghari reiterated the
apology for higher than
promised “load manage-
ment”, which the gov-
ernment had blamed on
lower water availability
for power generation.

“If the public is fac-
ing any inconveniences
due to us not providing
electricity at night and
during peak hours, I am
directly answerable,” he
said.

“We apologise too
but […] the circum-
stances are such that
they are not in our con-
trol. Even then,  we
ought to apologise,” the
minister noted.

He said the country
had a total shortfall of
4,000 megawatts (MW)
due to two reasons: the
shortage of fuel imports
due to the ongoing
Middle East war and re-
duced hydropower gen-
eration.

Leghari said the re-
quired liquified natural
gas (LNG) “stopped
coming from abroad af-

ter April 1”.
He pointed out that

Qatar’s state-run energy
firm had declared force
majeure, which resulted
in a “huge gap” in the
power requirements ful-
filled through gas plants
during peak hours.

The minister re-
called that the electric-
ity generated from water
resources was
3,200MW in April 2025,
while the output from
LNG plants was
3,000MW.

This year, he said,
3,200MW of hydro-
power was reduced to
1,671MW due to water
not being released from
Mangla and Tarbela.

The power minister
said that the water from
reservoirs was released
only if the farmers

needed it, and not solely
for the purpose of gen-
erating electricity.

Leghari observed
that the shortfall from
LNG plants due to the
lack of fuel imports was
2,500MW, whereas the
shortfall in hydropower
was 1,530MW, adding
uo to a total shortfall of
over 4,000MW.

Speaking on the
electricity demand, he
said that in the first 15
days of April, the de-
mand was 9,000MW at
the minimum and
20,000MW at the maxi-
mum. He asserted that
there was and would not
be loadshedding during
off-peak hours, which
are during the day, as
there was no need for it.

“When the demand
rises above 16,500MW,

the power from gas
plants is required. In the
absence of gas,  the
country has no other
fuel to fulfil its require-
ments,” the minister
said.

He explained: “A
shortfall occurs when
the demand goes be-
yond 16,500MW after
the consumption of ev-
ery fuel resource in Pa-
kistan — imported coal,
local coal, nuclear, hy-
dropower and solar
power. And then in the
evening, the
loadshedding hours
have to be increased as
per the requirements.”

Leghari stated that
one hour of
loadshedding across
Pakistan was imple-
mented due to a short-
fall of 500MW.

NEWS DESK: Japan has
announced that it will
contribute $2 million to
“support vulnerable
communities affected by
disasters across Paki-
stan”, a move which has
been welcomed by the
United Nations World
Food Programme (WFP),
according to a press re-
lease issued on Thurs-
day.

“This contribution
will enable WFP to pro-
vide food assistance to
more than 45,000 people,
impacted by monsoon
floods and other shocks.
It will also help commu-
nities restore assets and
stabilise livelihoods for
a stronger future,” the
statement said.

The handout
quoted Japan’s ambas-
sador to Pakistan,
Akamatsu Shuichi, as
saying, “Japan values
its long-standing part-
nership with Pakistan
and the WFP in support-
ing vulnerable commu-
nities.

“Through this con-
tribution, Japan aims to
ensure that families fac-
ing hardship have ac-
cess to essential food
while supporting efforts
that help communities
recover,” he stated.

Meanwhile, WFP

Country Director and
Representative to Paki-
stan Coco Ushiyama
said, “We appreciate
Japan’s ongoing sup-

port for the people of Pa-
kistan.

“This contribution
not only addresses im-
mediate food needs, but

also assists families to
protect what they have,
recover from losses, and
strengthen their ability
to withstand future

shocks. As climate risks
intensify, such invest-
ments are critical to
breaking the cycle of
vulnerability and sup-

porting more resilient
communities across Pa-
kistan,” she said.

The release said
that Pakistan faces “ma-

jor climate risks” includ-
ing heatwaves,  dry
spells and glacial lake
outburst floods. It said
that communities were

still recovering from the
2025 monsoon floods
that affected 6.9 million
people.

“The National Di-
saster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) warns
that the 2026 monsoon
season could see 22–26
per cent higher than nor-
mal rainfall, raising the
risk of severe flooding
and highlighting the ur-
gent need for timely sup-
port and preparedness,”
it said.

The release also
termed Japan as one of
the WFP’s “most valued
global partners”.

“Since the 2022
floods, the government
of Japan has contributed
more than $10 million to
support WFP’s humani-
tarian operations in Pa-
kistan,” it highlighted.

According to fig-
ures compiled by the
NDMA, the 2025 floods
killed at least 1,000
people and affected
nearly seven million
people. Punjab suffered
the most damage, fol-
lowed by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and parts
of Gilgit-Baltistan, where
vast areas of farmland
were destroyed, homes
were swept away, and
many communities were
forced to relocate.

With the fresh loan,
Saudi Arabia has be-
come the single largest
country that has placed
a total of $8 billion in
cash deposits with the
central bank. A $3.5 bil-
lion hole has surfaced in
the gross official foreign
exchange reserves after
the United Arab Emir-
ates did not roll over its
$3.5 billion debt despite
making commitments
with the IMF.

Pakistan is expect-
ing a total of $5 billion in
new financial assistance
from friendly countries
to retain the reserves at
their current levels.

Aurangzeb said
that the government re-
mained committed to

maintaining reserves in
line with its obligations
under the IMF, includ-
ing the objective of

achieving around $18
bill ion in reserves,
equivalent to approxi-
mately 3.3 months of im-
port cover, by the end of
the fiscal year.

Additional IMF
loan The government
sources told The Ex-
press Tribune that it has
been decided to seek an
additional loan from the
IMF under the existing
package and there were
high chances that the
IMF would honour
Pakistan's request.

The IMF's manag-
ing director has said
that her organisation
was expecting $50 billion
in financing requests
from the member coun-
tries to deal with the

Middle East war shocks.
The sources said

that the IMF executive
directors were also urg-

ing the Fund manage-
ment to either augment
the existing programmes
or provide new financ-
ing windows. They
added that seeking a new
financing facility from
the IMF may not be pos-
sible, but the existing
programme can be aug-
mented with additional
loans. Pakistan can avail
up to 600% of its quota
in the IMF, and so far, it
has exhausted 350% of
the total  quota.  The
sources said that there
was a $2 billion to $2.5
billion window available,
which Pakistan wanted
to utilise to handle the
effects of the Middle
East war.

The sources said

that Pakistan was eligible
to avail the additional
IMF financing to deal
with the war shocks.
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Sufiyan Muqeem scripts redemption arc amid
Zalmi dominance

Alcaraz withdraws from Barcelona Open

Composed Babar guides Zalmi to sixth PSL win against subdued Gladiators

World Cup security planning delayed
NEWS DESK:The U.S.
government has re-
leased all funds allo-
cated for ?security at the
soccer World Cup, but
the ongoing shutdown
of the Department of
Homeland Security has
affected planning and
coordination, a depart-
ment official told a Sen-
ate hearing on Wednes-
day.

"A lot of the plan-
ning efforts underway
for the World Cup have
been slowed down, have
been delayed due to the
?lapse in appropria-
tions, individuals being
furloughed," Christo-
pher Tomney, director of
the DHS Office of Home-
land Security Situational
Awareness, told the Sen-
ate Appropriations
Committee.

Intelligence brief-
ings reviewed by
Reuters last month
warned of the potential
for extremists and crimi-
nals to target the World
Cup, with officials work-
ing on preparations for
the soccer tournament
sounding the alarm on a
delay in allocation of
approved security
funds.

Tomney said the

Federal Emergency
Management Agency
has now distributed the
$625 million earmarked
for security. The 48-team
tournament, one ?of ?the
world's biggest sporting
events, will be held in
June and July across the
U.S.,  Canada and
Mexico.

"All the funding
has been released now.
FEMA GO is up and op-
erational," he said, refer-
ring to the disaster
agency's grants man-
agement system.

The DHS shut-
down has crossed ?the
two-month mark, with
lawmakers in Congress
unable to agree on leg-
islation to fund the
agency in the wake of
President Donald
Trump's immigration
crackdown. Trump
signed an order earlier
this month ?to pay ev-
ery DHS employee.

When asked how
specifically the shut-
down has hampered the
agency's ability to orga-
nize the event, Tomney
pointed to the departure
of hundreds ?of trans-
portation security offic-
ers from the Transporta-
tion Security Administra-

tion.
"We just can't re-

place that expertise over-
night. It has hindered
our coordination with
state and locals," he
said.

World Cup trans-
portation costs

With public transit
costs for getting to and
from World Cup games
repeatedly reaching or
exceeding $100 each
way, New Jersey Gover-
nor Mikie Sherrill is ask-
ing FIFA to help subsi-
dize the ?expense.

According to The
Athletic, train tickets
from New York's Penn
Station to MetLife Sta-
dium in East Rutherford,
N.J., will top $100 for
World Cup games. The
standard fare for that
route is $12.90.

"I won't stick N.J.
commuters with that tab
for years to come, that's
?not fair," Sherrill posted
on X. "FIFA should pay
for the rides, but if they
don't, I'm not going to let
N.J. commuters be taken
for one."

The official train
ticket cost has yet to be
announced, but The
Athletic reported that
Sherrill, the local World

Cup host committee and
NJ Transit all declined to
deny that it would be
above $100.

Sherrill tweeted,
"We have inherited an
agreement in which
FIFA doesn't contribute
a ?single ?dollar toward
transportation for the
World Cup. And while
NJ Transit is left with a
$48 million bill to safely
transport 40,000 fans
from the stadium to
wherever they're
headed, FIFA is generat-
ing $11 billion from this
World Cup.

"I'm not ?going to
burden New Jersey tax-
payers with that bill for
years."

A day earlier, New
York Gov. Kathy Hochul
tweeted, "The World
Cup should be as afford-
able and ?accessible as
possible. Charging over
$100 for a short train ride
sounds awfully high to
me."

A day earlier, New
York Gov. Kathy Hochul
tweeted, "The World
Cup should be as afford-
able and ?accessible as
possible. Charging over
$100 for a short train ride
sounds awfully high to
me."

NEWS DESK:World
number two Carlos
Alcaraz has withdrawn
from the Barcelona Open
after damaging his right
wrist,  tournament
organisers said on
Wednesday.

The ?Spaniard
picked up the injury dur-
ing a 6-4 6-2 first-round
win over Otto Virtanen.

Alcaraz, the top
seed, was scheduled to
face Czech Tomas
Machac in the second
round.

"After the tests,
we’ve realised that the
injury is more serious
than any ?of us ex-
pected, and I need to lis-
ten to my body to ensure
it doesn’t affect me in the
future," Alcaraz told re-
porters.

"I never like to with-
draw from any tourna-
ment, and especially not
this one. It is with great
sadness that I have to
return home to begin my
recovery as soon as
possible with my team,
the doctors and the
physio, and to be, ?or
?try to be, as fit as pos-
sible for the tourna-
ments I have coming
up."

A twice champion

NEWS DESK: When
Sufiyan Muqeem marks
his run-up at the bowl-
ing crease, the fall of op-
position wickets ap-
pears almost inevitable.
Such has been the pat-
tern the left-arm wrist
spinner has established
this HBL Pakistan Super
League season for
Peshawar Zalmi.

Largely introduced
into the attack by cap-
tain Babar Azam during
the crucial middle overs,
Sufiyan has made it a
habit of striking regu-
larly. In doing so, the 23-
year-old has collected 13
wickets in five PSL out-
ings so far — averaging
just under 10 and con-
ceding a miserly 6.45 per
over — to sit atop the
bowling charts.

Sufiyan’s latest
masterclass came on
Monday night at the Na-
tional Bank Stadium,
where his spell of 3-30
proved decisive in
Peshawar Zalmi’s 24-run
victory over Multan Sul-
tans. Chasing 197, the
Sultans looked comfort-
able at stages,

but Sufiyan’s varia-
tions and control turned
the tide. He removed key
players including Josh
Philippe and Ashton
Turner, applying the
brakes as the asking rate
soared.

The southpaw’s re-
surgence in the PSL has
been nothing short of a
redemption arc after he
was dropped from the
Pakistan side despite a
promising start to his in-

ternational career two
years ago — four ODIs
yielding eight wickets at
22.75 and 19 T20Is pro-
ducing 27 scalps at
14.74.

However, selectors
moved on, leaving the
young spinner to reas-
sess and rebuild.

That setback might
have dented confidence.
Instead, it triggered a
professional response.
Back with Zalmi, Sufiyan
has displayed the com-
posure and hunger that
first caught the selec-
tors’ attention.

“Whenever I give
him the ball as a captain,
I have confidence that
he’ll pick up a wicket for
me somewhere,” Babar
said after the Multan
match.

“When he goes for

the kill, he’s not a bowler
who gets hit easily. In
my opinion, he’s a big
asset for Pakistan, and
going forward, he’ll
serve Pakistan a lot with
the way he’s bowling.”

Babar added that
Sufiyan still needed im-
provement but was pro-
gressing steadily.

“He talks to the
coaches.  After every
match, he asks, ‘Where
can I do better?’” the
Pakistan stalwart noted.

That att i tude —
humble, inquisitive and
relentless — has been
evident in Sufiyan’s abil-
ity to deliver under pres-
sure, mixing flight, dip
and sharp turn on unre-
sponsive surfaces.

Zalmi’s fielding
coach Azhar Ali echoed
the skipper’s views,

in Barcelona, Alcaraz
had returned to compe-
tition 48 hours after los-
ing the Monte Carlo
Masters final to Jannik
Sinner - ?a defeat that
dropped him behind the
Italian to second in the
world rankings.

The 22-year-old
Alcaraz is expected to
return to action in
Madrid and ?Rome as he
builds towards the de-
fence of his French Open
title, beginning in Paris
on May 24.

He has compiled ?a
22-3 win-loss record this

season, winning the
Australian and Qatar
Open titles.

Jamie Murray re-
tires

Former doubles
world number one Jamie
Murray called time on
his tennis career on
Wednesday, hanging up
his racket at 40 after a
trophy-laden journey
that included seven
Grand Slam ?titles and a
Davis Cup triumph with
his brother Andy.

The older sibling of
former top-ranked
singles player Andy,

Jamie announced his re-
tirement after 36 years in
the sport, capping a ca-
reer that saw him reach
the doubles world num-
ber one ranking in 2016.

Jamie retires with 34
?titles to his name, with
a Grand Slam haul that
includes doubles
crowns at the Australian
Open and U.S. Open in
2016. He also won five
mixed doubles titles split
between Wimbledon and
the U.S. Open.

"My tennis journey
comes to an end after 36
years.

NEWS DESK: The Na-
tional Bank Stadium re-
mained devoid of spec-
tators on Wednesday
night, in keeping with
the government’s aus-
terity measures that
have seen all matches of
this HBL Pakistan Super
League (PSL) season
played behind closed
doors.

The silence, now a
familiar feature of the
ongoing tournament,
once again framed the
contest — and in that
sti l lness, one sound
stood out above all: the
crisp, assured echo of
Babar Azam’s bat strik-
ing the ball.

That rhythm accom-
panied Peshawar Zalmi’s
march to a comprehen-
sive eight-wicket victory
over Quetta Gladiators,
as their captain crafted
an unbeaten 71 to steer
his side to the 156-run
target with nine balls to
spare.

Zalmi’s sixth suc-
cessive win kept them
unbeaten and virtually
assured of a place in the
playoffs, while Gladia-
tors’ campaign contin-
ued to falter leaving
them fifth on the table
with just two wins from
six outings.

Earlier, Gladiators
were bowled out for 154
on the final ball of their
innings, never quite
managing to impose

themselves despite a
handful of promising
starts, thanks to another
incisive spell by Sufiyan
Muqeem.

Ahsan Ali departed
early for four, caught by
Mohammad Haris off
Iftikhar Ahmed, before
captain Saud Shakeel’s
16 off 13 balls ended in a
run-out, leaving Gladia-

tors at 39-2.
Rilee Rossouw

briefly countered with a
fluent 26 off 18 deliver-
ies, striking four bound-
aries and briefly shifting
momentum. Having
taken on Mohammad
Basit for three consecu-
tive fours, the South Af-
rican looked set for more
but was undone by left-

arm wrist  spinner
Sufiyan, dragging a de-
livery onto his stumps in
the eighth over.

At 62-3, Gladiators
required consolidation
but instead found them-
selves slipping further.
Shamyl Hussain man-
aged 12 before holing
out to Aaron Hardie,
while Khawaja Nafay’s

brisk 20 off 13 balls —
including a six — ended
when he was trapped
lbw by Sufiyan.

Hasan Nawaz top-
scored with 37 off 35 de-
liveries, though his in-
nings lacked the accel-
eration needed to lift the
total. Attempting to take
on Basit, he was undone
by a sharp bouncer and

edged behind to Kusal
Mendis.

Tom Curran’s 15 of-
fered some late resis-
tance, but the lower or-
der could not provide
the finishing push.
Jahandad Khan and
Alzarri Joseph fell in
quick succession, while
Usman Tariq was run out
off the final delivery as

Gladiators were dis-
missed for a pretty mod-
erate total.

Sufiyan was the
standout performer with
the ball, returning fig-
ures of 3-25, while Basit
matched him with three
wickets. Iftikhar chipped
in with 1-20 to complete
a disciplined bowling ef-
fort.

In reply, Zalmi ap-
proached the chase with
calm assurance, their in-
nings unfolding against
the now-familiar back-
drop of empty stands.

Haris provided
early impetus, scoring 35
off 28 balls with five
fours and a six, as he
and Babar put together
a 75-run opening part-
nership.

Haris fell in the ninth
over, caught by Shamyl
Hussain off Saud
Shakeel, but by then the
platform had been firmly
laid.

At the other end,
Babar’s innings carried a
sense of quiet authority.
Each stroke — a cover
drive threaded through
the infield, a cut played
late and precisely, a flick
off the pads — reso-
nated across the empty
arena, the absence of
crowd noise only ampli-
fying the quality of his
timing.

He reached his third
half-century of the sea-
son in 37 balls, continu-

ing to anchor the chase
with composure.

Mendis contributed
21 off 19 deliveries be-
fore falling to Alzarri Jo-
seph, but with the re-
quired rate under con-
trol, there was little ur-
gency.

Hardie added an
unbeaten 18, supporting
his captain as Zalmi
edged closer to the tar-
get.

Fit tingly, it  was
Babar who completed
the job, glancing a
boundary to seal the
victory — the final echo
of a night where his bat
provided the dominant
soundtrack.

For Gladiators, the
defeat once again ex-
posed their inability to
sustain momentum, both
with the bat and the ball.
Despite brief contribu-
tions, they failed to ex-
ert control at crucial
stages. Zalmi, mean-
while, continue to com-
bine discipline with con-
sistency, their captain
leading from the front in
a campaign that has, so
far, unfolded with near-
perfect rhythm.

Scoreboard
QUETTA GLADIA-
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highlighting the rarity of
left-arm wrist spin and
the control Sufiyan has
shown.

“Left-arm wrist spin
is quite rare and it’s hard
to bowl accurately. The
way he has bowled with
control and tempera-
ment is impressive be-
cause in T20 cricket the
best batters come after
you and you have to be
brave — and he has
been brave,” Azhar said.

Sufiyan’s journey
mirrors many Pakistani
cricketers — from tape-
ball roots in AJK to struc-
tured cricket in
Rawalpindi, followed by
domestic performances
that earned him a na-
tional call-up.

Early success in
T20Is promised much,
yet the competitive na-
ture of selection meant
even brief lapses could
cost a place.

For Zalmi, his role
goes beyond numbers.
In an attack featuring the
pace of Nahid Rana and
Shoriful Islam, Sufiyan
offers control and vari-
ety.

Peshawar remain
unbeaten so far in the
PSL, carrying momentum
into the business end of
the tournament.

At 23, Muqeem’s
story is still unfolding.
The national door that
closed may yet reopen if
he sustains this form.
For now, his focus re-
mains clear: executing
plans, learning con-
stantly and answering
critics one spell at a time.

Atletico resist Barca comeback as Dembele
fires PSG into CL semis

NEWS DESK: Atletico
Madrid sent 10-man
Barcelona crashing out
of the Champions
League and reached the
final four with a 3-2 ag-
gregate victory despite
Tuesday’s 2-1 quarter-
final second leg defeat.

Meanwhile on
Tuesday, Ousmane
Dembele struck twice to
confirm Paris St-
Germain’s place in the
semi-finals with a 2-0
victory over Liverpool,
sealing a 4-0 aggregate
win in their quarter-final
t ie at a rain-soaked
Anfield.

Lamine Yamal and
Ferran Torres fired visi-
tors Barca ahead inside
24 minutes but Ademola
Lookman’s strike gave
Atletico the edge in the
gripping all-Spanish tie
once again after their 2-
0 win in the first leg.

Diego Simeone’s
side returned to the
semi-finals for the first
time since 2017 by hold-
ing on against the La
Liga champions in a com-
pelling and bloody
battle.

Barcelona defender
Eric Garcia was sent off
for bringing down
Alexander Sorloth as he
ran in on goal in the fi-
nal stages, hampering
their chances of finding
a third goal to force ex-
tra-time.

Atletico have never
won the competition
and lost the 2014 and
2016 finals against rivals
Real Madrid with

Simeone at the helm.
Atletico’s talisman

Antoine Griezmann, who
will leave at the end of
the season to join MLS
side Orlando City, is dar-
ing to dream of a
fairytale finale.

“I’m very happy,”
Griezmann told report-
ers. “It doesn’t matter
who we face, as long as
we’re still in it and as
long as we’re on top
form right until the end.

“It’s been a brilliant
but tough tie against a
top-class side who play
really well in Barcelona.
It’s been a struggle, but
we’re still in it.”

In Spain glory could
come as soon as Satur-
day with the Copa del
Rey final against Real
Sociedad in Seville,
Griezmann’s boyhood
club, with Atletico chas-
ing their first domestic
cup since 2013 and an

end to a four-season
wait for any title.

“It’s going to be a
great match, a tough
one, so we’ll need to get
some rest. Now it’s time
to start thinking about
Saturday. What a great
feeling,” Griezmann
said.

“I hope I can help
my team mates to do
something beautiful this
season, something his-
torical. Our fans deserve
it.”Barcelona coach
Hansi Flick said he be-
lieves his eliminated
team deserved to
progress.

“We played a fan-
tastic first half, (but) we
have to score more
goals. It was really pos-
sible, (but) we conceded
the goal we didn’t expect
at this moment,” Flick
told reporters.

“When you see
both matches we de-

served to get to the
semi-final. The mental-
ity, the attitude they
showed on the pitch —
I’m really proud about
that.”

Barcelona forward
Raphinha, who was side-
lined through injury for
both matches, accused
referees Clement Turpin,
who officiated the sec-
ond game, and Istvan
Kovacs, from the first,
of “robbing” his team.

“As far as I’m con-
cerned, it was a robbery,
not just this match but
the other one (the first
leg) as well,” Raphinha
told reporters.

“I think the referee-
ing is going really badly;
the decisions he
(Turpin) makes are unbe-
lievable … I really want
to understand why
they’re so afraid that
Barcelona will come and
win.
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Pakistan ramps up shuttle diplomacy with PM in Saudi Arabia, CDF in Tehran

3 abducted polio workers recovered in Bannu after
joint efforts of police, jirga

IHC expresses displeasure over
cutting of trees in Islamabad in

violation of previous orders

NEWS DESK: Three
polio workers abducted
by militants on Wednes-
day have been safely re-
covered through coordi-
nated efforts by the po-
lice and local jirga elders,
police said.

Under the leader-
ship of the Bannu district
police officer (DPO), the
police initiated immedi-
ate action following the
incident. A comprehen-
sive strategy was
adopted by taking local
jirga elders into confi-
dence. Due to the suc-
cessful mediation by the
jirga and the profes-
sional competence of the
police, the abducted
workers were safely re-
covered.

Bannu DPO Yasir
Afridi, while confirming
the development, told
Dawn that “with a lot of
efforts, they have been
recovered”.

The three polio
workers were abducted
by unidentified militants
in the Jhandu Khel area
on Wednesday during
the ongoing anti-polio
campaign, sparking seri-
ous concern in the area.

Earlier this week, a
police constable was
martyred and four others
were injured in an attack
on a law enforcement
party en route to provide
security for polio teams
in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa’s Hangu
district. The incident
took place on the first
day of a nationwide vac-
cination campaign taking
place from April 13 to 19.
It was this year’s first
attack on law enforce-

AJK police arrest suspected RAW agent in Rawalakot

NEWS DESK: The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday ex-
pressed strong displea-
sure over the cutting of
trees in the federal capi-
tal despite previous or-
ders, warning the au-
thorities of contempt
proceedings in case of
further violations.

IHC’s Justice
Khadim Hussain
Soomro, while hearing
multiple peti t ions
against tree cutting in
various sectors,  ob-
served that the court’s
injunction orders issued
on January 15 and April
8 had been ignored.

Appearing on be-
half of the petitioners,
advocates Mudassar
Latif Abbasi and Umair
Asad argued that the
Capital Development
Authority (CDA) were
continuing to cut trees
without lawful justifica-
tion. During the pro-
ceedings,

Advocate Abbasi
informed the court that
more than 30,000 trees
had been cut across
Islamabad under the

pretext of removing pa-
per mulberry trees, with-
out obtaining manda-
tory approval from the
Pakistan Environmental
Protection Agency (Pak-
EPA).

He further pointed
out that the CDA, in its
para-wise comments,
had failed to clarify
whether

any expert assess-
ment was conducted
prior to cutting down of
the trees. He added that
even Pak-EPA had admit-
ted that prior permis-
sion, which is a legal re-
quirement, was not ob-
tained.

Expressing sur-
prise, Justice Soomro
questioned the CDA’s
legal team about the ab-

Security arrangements in Islamabad
in overdrive amid possible
2nd round of US-Iran talks

sence of expert opinion
or any scientific mecha-
nism to identify the trees
being removed.

“It is regrettable
that such a beautiful city
has been stripped of
trees without engaging
any experts,” he re-
marked.

The judge also
noted that no satellite
survey or credible meth-
odology had been
adopted to verify
whether the felled trees
were indeed paper mul-
berry.

Seeking time, the
CDA counsel requested
the court to allow an op-
portunity to submit a
comprehensive re-
sponse and assist the
bench on the matter.

NEWS DESK: Security
arrangements in
Islamabad were in over-
drive on Thursday as
speculation continued
about the federal capital
possibly hosting a sec-
ond round of talks be-
tween the US and Iran.

Speaking to Dawn,
senior police officials
said a meeting — chaired
by the deputy inspector
general of logistics —
was held last night, dur-
ing which a shortage of
manpower in connection
with the security ar-
rangements came to
light. Officials have also
begun carpeting the
Islamabad Expressway
to remove bumps and
potholes in a bid to en-
sure a smooth drive from
Nur Khan Airbase to the
Red Zone, they said.

Meanwhile, police
in the federal capital
have also sought 7,000
personnel from Punjab
police, 3,000 of whom
reached Islamabad on
Thursday, the senior of-
ficials said.

Accommodation for

the additional force has
been arranged at differ-
ent locations, including
Liaqat Gymnasium and a
school in F-7, they
added.

The remaining force
from Punjab was likely to
be sent from different
districts, including
Rawalpindi, Sargodha,
Gujranwala, Dera Ghazi
Khan, Multan, Sahiwal,
and Faisalabad, the offi-
cials told Dawn.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
troops of Rangers and
Federal Constabulary
have also been sought,
as per the police officials.
Security will  be de-
ployed at entry and exit
points, pickets, sensi-

tive areas and installa-
tions. The capital has
also been placed on high
alert, the police officials
added, with the Special
Branch and Counter-ter-
rorism Department’s in-
telligence wing being
asked to mount surveil-
lance and intelligence
around slums, wooded
areas and nullahs, as
well as the city’s out-
skirts, bus terminals, and
entry and exit points.

Hotels and guest
houses within the capi-
tal have also been put
under strict surveillance,
with the police being di-
rected to check the
records of guests and
visitors.

NEWS DESK: While the
White House on
Wednesday said the US
is discussing a possible
second round of peace
talks with Iran in
Islamabad and is opti-
mistic about reaching a
deal, Pakistan’s civil and
military leadership en-
gaged in feverish diplo-
macy, with Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif em-
barking on a four-day
tour to Riyadh, Doha and
Istanbul and Chief of
Defence Forces Field
Marshal Asim Munir
leading a delegation to
Tehran.

Field Marshal
Munir’s visit comes at a
delicate stage in the Iran-
US engagement process
days ahead of the expiry
of the 15-day fragile
truce. The visit, more-
over, follows
backchannel exchanges
continuing after last
week’s direct talks in
Islam-abad ended with-
out a breakthrough
tho-u-gh the diplomatic
channel remained open.

A source close to
the delegation said FM
Munir carried a message
from Washington, in-
cluding updates linked
to efforts to secure a
ceasefire in Lebanon.
Iran was awaiting Israeli
announcement on
ceasefire before decid-
ing its response to the
message relayed
through Pakistan, the
source added, underlin-
ing how developments
in Lebanon remain tied
to the broader negotia-
tion track. The Iranian
side was reportedly also
judging whether or not
US would stand by the
commitments being
made in the proposal.

Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas

ment personnel de-
ployed for polio teams’
security.

Polio vaccinators,
who go door-to-door to
inoculate children, are
frequently targeted by
militants, esp-e-cially in
KP and Balochistan.

In February, a police
of--fi-cer was martyred
when armed terrorists
opened fire on a polio
vaccination team in
Balochistan’s Chaman
district.

According to offi-
cials, the number of vio-
lent incidents against
polio teams had de-
creased last year due to
foolproof security mea-
sures, with four police-
men and one civilian
killed, and three police
officials injured. They
also said 17 health work-
ers were kidnapped dur-
ing vaccination cam-
paigns.

NEWS DESK: Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) police claimed
on Thursday that they
had arrested a sus-
pected agent of
India’s Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW)
in Rawalakot, who
had been blackmailed
into working for the
foreign intelligence
agency.

According to
AJK Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP)
Liaqat Ali Malik, one
suspect had been ar-
rested who had alleg-
edly been blackmailed
into working for
RAW.

His handler,
whom Malik said used
a Facebook account
with an address in
Lahore, blackmailed
him by initially assign-
ing “small tasks” —
beginning with com-
monplace activities
and later involving
geotagging, sharing
coordinates, and re-
cording videos of
“sensitive” sites, in-
cluding military instal-
lations, schools,
bridges and other gov-
ernment buildings in
AJK and elsewhere in
Pakistan.

“This time, the
AJK police worked

with sensitive institu-
tions to take pre-
emptive action and
exposed this whole
network,

” Malik said, add-
ing that the enemy
forces had “trapped”
innocent young people
while causing damage
to life and property.

According to the
police, the method of
blackmail involves the
use of a fake account
on social media to lure
in targets,

followed by the
installation of mali-
cious applications to
record chats, intimate

videos and pictures
which are then used
for blackmail pur-
poses.

While the tasks
start out at a small
scale, they build up to
more sensitive opera-
tions culminating in in-
formation gathering on
sensitive military sites
as well as civilian in-
stitutions that may be
targeted, the IGP
added.

He commended
all police personnel
and forces and paid
tribute to them, saying
that the police would
go to “any length” for

“this holy land” and
would end the
“enemy’s impure in-
tentions”.

Prime Mini-ster
Shehbaz Sharif has
previously accu-sed
India of using proxies
to revive terrorism in
Pakistan after its hu-
miliating defeat in last
year’s military con-
flict, and warned that
peace in the region
would remain elusive
unless New Delhi
abandoned its “ag-
gressive, expansionist
and hegemonic ambi-
tions”.

In December of

last year, the Punjab
Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD)
claimed it had arrested
12 suspected militants
allegedly working for
RAW in intelligence-
based operations con-
ducted in Lahore,
Faisalabad, and
Bahawalpur.

In August, the
CTD claimed that it
had unearthed a RAW
network which used
Pakistanis and a sepa-
ratist outfit in Sindh to
carry out the targeted
killing of a well-known
soc-ial worker in
Matli, Badin district.

Araghchi, who received
the delegation at the air-
port, later in a post on X
said he was “delighted
to welcome Field Mar-
shal Munir to Iran”. He
expressed gratitude for
Pakistan’s hosting of the
dialogue, calling it a re-
flection of “deep and
great bilateral relation-
ship” and a shared com-
mitment to regional
peace.

The Pakistani del-
egation includes Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi

and senior officials from
the foreign ministry, se-
curity institutions and
technical bodies. Na-
tional Security Adviser
and Director General ISI
Lt Gen Asim Malik trav-
elled separately to join
the talks.

Detailed discussion
Iranian Foreign

Ministry spokesman
Esmail Baghaei, while
confirming the visit,
said: “Following the
talks that took place in
Islamabad, and also the

discussions that the Pa-
kistani side has had with
US, our views have been
conveyed and heard.”
He said discussions in
Tehran would include a
detailed exchange of
viewpoints about the
Islamabad round.

Pakistani officials
described the ex-
changes as part of con-
tinued efforts to sustain
the fragile two-week
ceasefire and prepare
ground for another
round of talks.

Indirect contacts
between Tehran and
Washington have per-
sisted since the
Islamabad talks, with
both sides using Paki-
stan as the principal
channel. The diplomatic
push coincided with ten-
tative easing of regional
tensions.

‘War close to over’
US President

Donald Trump said the
war was “close to over”
and hinted at another
round of talks, while the

White House indicated
that Islamabad could
again host the next meet-
ing. Separately, Trump
signalled reopening of
the Strait of Hormuz, a
move seen by diplomats
as an attempt to stabilise
energy flows and reduce
immediate pressure.

Other parallel devel-
opments have added to
cautious optimism. Con-
tacts between the United
Arab Emirates and Iran
have resumed, opening
another quiet diplomatic

channel, while reported
progress towards a
ceasefire in Lebanon has
helped ease one of the
key flashpoints linked to
the negotiations. Diplo-
mats say these moves,
taken together, are rein-
forcing the fragile Iran-
US ceasefire that Paki-
stan helped broker.

At the same time,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif arrived in Riyadh,
where his talks with
Saudi leadership are for-
mally centred on eco-
nomic and defence coop-
eration but are also ex-
pected to support the
wider diplomatic effort.

According to Arab
media, PM Shehbaz was
received by the deputy
governor of the Mecca
region on arrival. His
visit followed Saudi
Arabia’s decision to pro-
vide an additional $3 bil-
lion deposit to support
Pakistan’s balance of
payments,  replacing
Pakistan’s arrangement
with the UAE.

The prime minister
met Saudi Crown Prince
and Prime Minister
Mohammad bin Salman
and apprised him of the
details of the recent
Islamabad talks. Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar
accompanied PM
Shehbaz. On Thursday,
the prime minister is set
to leave for Qatar from
where he would proceed
to Turkiye. Officials said
the prime minister would
also brief Saudi leaders
on Pakistan’s mediation
between Iran and the
US, including the status
of the ceasefire and
prospects for renewed
dialogue. Riyadh has
publicly appreciated
Islamabad’s role in facili-
tating the process.

A senior Pakistani

diplomat accompanying
the delegation said the
engagements are aimed
at reinforcing a shared
objective of regional
stability. “Pakistan re-
mains committed to
peace and dialogue in
the region,” the diplo-
mat said.

PM Shehbaz is ex-
pected to travel onward
to Qatar and Turkiye,
where discussions will
cover economic coop-
eration as well as re-
gional security.  In
Turkiye, he will attend
the Antalya Diplomacy
Forum and present
Pakistan’s perspective
on ongoing crises in
West Asia.

On the sidelines of
the forum, PM Shehbaz
is “expected to hold bi-
lateral meetings with
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and other key
world leaders”.

‘Incredible media-
tors’

Earlier in the day,
the White House
praised Pakistan’s role
as the principal interme-
diary in ongoing diplo-
matic efforts aimed at
ending the Iran conflict.

Responding to a
question on where the
US team would be posi-
tioned in the next round
of negotiations, White
House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt said,
“They would very likely
be in the same place as
they were the last time,”
Islamabad.

“I would just want
to make one point that’s
important to the presi-
dent. Pakistanis have
been incredible media-
tors throughout this pro-
cess and we really appre-
ciate their friendship and
their efforts to bring this
deal to a close.”


