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Iran Announces Reopening of Strait of Hormuz 2026: Relief
for Global Oil and Pakistani Pockets?

Zeeshan Ahmed, Syed Ali
Shah, News Desk:

In a significant development
that could bring down fuel
prices across Pakistan, Iran has
announced the full reopening

of the Strait of Hormuz — the
world’s most critical oil ship-
ping route.

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi declared lhe

day, ending weeks of effective

blockade that had disrupted

global energy supplies and

spiked petrol and diesel prices

in the region.
The

narrow waterwa

for safe passage on Fri-

comes
as part of a fragile two-week
ceasefire between Iran and

the United States, with quiet
diplomatic efforts reportedly
supported by Pakistan.

Ships are now required to
coordinate with Iranian au-
thorities and follow monitored
routes. Early reports confirm
that the first commercial tank-

ers have already begun mov-
ing through the strait after be-
ing stuck for weeks.

‘Why This Matters to Ev-
ery Pakistani Family

For ordinary Pakistanis,
the Strait of Hormuz reopen-
ing is not just distant geopoli-

tics — it directly touches daily
life. The strait handles nearly
one-fifth of the world’s oil and
gas trade. When it was closed,
global oil prices surged, push-
ing petrol rates higher at pumps
from Quetta to Karachi.

Ahmed Khan, a truck
driver from Balochistan,
shared his relief: “My vehicle
was parked for over a month.
Every extra rupee on diesel
meant less money for my
children’s school fees and
food. If prices come down
even a little, it will be a big
help.”

Hundreds of ships carry-
ing thousands of seafarers —
many from South Asia — had
been trapped.

The blockade also raised
fears of inflation, higher trans-
port costs, and power short-
ages in energy-importing coun-
tries like Pakistan.

Cautious Hope Amid Un-
certainty

‘While the move brings im-
mediate hope, Iranian officials
have described the reopening
as temporary and “subject to
technical limitations.

” Analysts warn that long-
term stability depends on
whether the ceasefire holds
and if future negotiations ad-
dress issues like tolls or joint
management of the waterway.

For now, energy markets
are watching closely.

A sustained reopening
could help stabilise oil prices
and ease pressure on
Pakistan’s economy, where
fuel costs influence everything
from rickshaw fares to clec-
tricity bills.

As one regional shipping
expert noted: “Today the strait
breathes again. Tomorrow,
millions of families will feel the
difference — if peace lasts.”

Quetta Voice will continue
to monitor the situation and its
impact on Balochistan and
Pakistan.

Bushra Bibi undergoes eye surgery, returns to

NEWS DESK:

Bushra Bibi, wife of incarcerated
former premier and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder
Tmran Khan, underwent eye sur-
gery on the evening of April 16
after complaining of impaired vi-
sion in her right eye, jail authori-
ties said.

The jail administration re-
portedly took immediate notice

Adiala after overnight hospital stay jail authorities

She was then shifted to a pri-
vate hospital in Rawalpindi. Pro-
fessor Dr Nadeem Qureshi and
his panel performed the surgery
after necessary tests and medical
examinations were conducted and
Bushra Bibi's consent was ob-
tained.

After the surgery and an
overnight hospital stay, the
former first lady was discharged
in satisfactory condition and has
been shifted back to Adiala Jail.

and arranged an by

st-op and
foll

who diagnosed retinal de-
lachmenl in Bushra Bibi's right

In view of the diagnosis,
doctors advised surgery.

ps
will be conducted in accor-

dance with doctors' advice, ac-

cording to jail authorities.
Ameeting was also arranged

between Bushra Bibi, her daugh-
ters, and her sister, jail authori-
ties said.

The meeting, which was spe-
cially arranged, continued for
over'an hour. During the meet-

B
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the family inquired about
Bushra Bibi's well-being and
health, and expressed satisfaction
over her condition, according to
the authorities. After the meeting,
lhe family departed from Adiala

PTI confirmed Bushra Bibi's
surgery in an X post, saying she
was "once again taken to a hos-
pital in an emergency and under
the cover of darkness."

Ahsan Igbal Urges Stronger Climate Resilience and
Water Management in Balochistan

Khudai Noor Nasar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Initiatives,
Ahsan Igbal, has called for ur-
gent and practical steps to
strengthen climate resilience in
Balochistan, warning that cli-
mate change is no longer a dis-
tant threat but a daily reality
for Pakistan.

Speaking at the IFRAP
Technical Workshop on resil-
ience, basin planning, and flood
modeling, he told participants
that the country must move
beyond reacting to disasters
and start preparing for them.
Referring to the devastating
2022 Pakistan floods, he noted
that regions like Sindh and
Balochistan suffered the most,
further widening existing in-
equalities.

The minister explained
that the federal government
secured a $400 million support
package from the World Bank
to launch the IFRAP initiative.
The program is designed to
rebuild damaged infrastruc-
ture, restore livelihoods, and,
importantly, help communities
better withstand future climate
shocks.

He also raised serious
concerns about Pakistan’s
growing water crisis, pointing
out that the country is among
the most water-stressed in the
world. With reservoir capac-
ity shrinking due to silting and
no major new dams built in

decades, Pakistan currently
stores only about 30 days’
worth of water—far below the
global standard. He stressed
that better water storage sys-
tems are critical, especially
since most rainfall comes dur-
ing the monsoon season.

Throughout his address,
Ahsan Igbal emphasized the
importance of smarter plan-
ing.

He highlighted how tools
like flood modeling and basin-
level planning can help
policymakers make informed,
science-based decisions rather
than relying on outdated ap-
proaches.

He also spoke about re-
forms in development planning,
noting a shift toward outcome-
based systems. According to
him, success should not be
measured by how much money
is spent, but by the real impact
projects have on people’s lives.

Focusing on Balochistan,
the minister reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to

2

the province, mentioning a de-
velopment allocation exceed-
ing Rs. 200 billion.

However, he warned of a
worsening groundwater crisis
in Quetta, where water levels
are dropping rapidly each year,
and called for immediate ac-
tion to manage water re-
sources more sustainably.

He further highlighted the
creation of a National Water
Security Task Force, stressing
that coordination between fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments, along with international
partners, will be key to tack-
ling climate challenges effec-
tively.

Wrapping up his speech,
Ahsan Igbal encouraged par-
ticipants to turn ideas into prac-
tical solutions. He expressed
hope that with the right invest-
ments in water storage, scien-

tific planning, and resilient in-
frastructure, Pakistan can turn
future climate risks into oppor-

tunities for long-term
sustainability and growth.
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Taxpayers’ Money Down the Drain: Favoured Outlets Feast

Quetta Voice
Investigative Report
QUETTA: Public
money meant to in-
form the people of
Balochistan is alleg-
edly disappearing into
a “black hole” as the
Directorate General
Public  Relations
(DGPR) continues to
tavour a handful of

well”  connected
“ blu(. eyed” media
houses in the distribu-
tion of government ad-
vertisements.

This concern was
also echoed during a
meeting of the Joint
Media Action Com-
mittee at Quetta Press
Club, which called for
the fair and judicious
distribution of govern-
ment advertisements.

Some “blue eyed”
newspapers getting
lion’s share

Despite tall
claims of transparency
and meritocracy by the
provincial government,
credible newspapers
with actual circulation
and readership are be-
ing sidelined, while
outlets with little to no
visibility continue to
receive a lion’s share
of official ads.

Insiders and me-
dia observers say
there is still no clear,
fixed criteria for allo-
cating advertisements.
Powerful and well-
connected houses al-
legedly enjoy prefer-
ential treatment,

While Balochistan’s Real Media Starves

ng serious
quesuons about mis
use of taxpayers’
money.

CM Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti’s Personal So-
cial Media Accounts

Performing Well Than
Mighty Information
Ministry

The anomaly has
become more glaring
as the national press
largely  ignores

Balochistan, including
important statements
of the Chief Minister
and the Governor.
Meanwhile, even the
Chief Minister’s per-
sonal social media ac-

counts appear to per-
form better in public
outreach than the en-
tire machinery of the
Information Ministry.

Hidden Scandal Demands Enquiry

now demanding an in-
dependent inquiry into
the distribution of gov-
ernment advertise-
ments.

They insist that
those who received

funds without deliver-
ing any real service or
performance must be
held

journalist on condition
of anonymity.

“First fix the rot in
advertisement distribu-
tion, then talk about
any digital media
policy.”

First Ensure
Transparency Then
Speak About Digital
Policy

The proposed
digital policy, currenlly
under discussion, risks
losing all credibility if
the foundational issue
of unfair and opaque
ad distribution is not
addressed immedi-
ately.

Balochistan
stands at a critical
juncture. The common
citizen expects the
government to spend
public funds responsi-
bly— not to subsidi
ghost outlets or re-
ward political
favourites while genu-
ine voices struggle for
survival.

Transparency is
not a favour; it is the
basic nghl of the
people.

Merit must re-
place patronage. Only
then can any talk of
digital reform carry
weight.

The provincial
government must di-
rect chief minister in-
spection team, anti
corruption or th na-
tional

“The time for cos-
metic promises is
over,” said one senior

bureau to conduct a
thorough investigation
into this scandal.

How Al Is Makmg Modern Production Smarter and Faster

Al is changing the way
we create and collabo-
rate, with 41% 1 of
brands already using it
for video production.
Production teams now
have to create more con-
tent faster than ever.
Staying on track while
keeping ideas fresh is a
daily challenge. Al is
changing how produc-
tion teams plan, shoot,
and edit. Ilsmakmglhc
process faster, smarter,
and more creative.

As the need for
faster content grows, Al
is becoming a key tool
in modern studios. It
helps creators stay up to
date with new trends and
what audiences want.
Studios are using Al to
work faster and save
money. According to
Deloitte’s2 2024 report,
42% of executives say it
boosts efficiency and
productivity.

Let’s explore how Al
is changing production
from planning to editing.
You’ll learn how it saves
time, cuts costs, and
boosts creativity. By the
end, you'll see how it’s
‘making modern produc-
tion smarter and faster.

The Evolution of AT
in Media Production

Alin media produc-
tion has evolved rapidly
over the years, Initially,
it served as a basic tool
for handling repetitive
tasks such as video ed-
iting, adding visual ef-
fects, and creating com-
puter graphics. Over
time, it has transformed
into a powerful creative
partner that now sup-
ports teams at every
stage of production.

In the beginning, A
was mainly used for CGIL,
video automation, and
voice synthesis. These
tools helped save time
but still required signifi-
cant human input. Today,
Al plays an active role
across pre-production,
production, and post-
production, making the
entire process more effi-
cient and consistent.

During pre-p
tion, it assists wnh
seriptwriting, budget-
ing, and storyboarding.
In production, it en-
hances camera tracking,
lighting adjustments,
and virtual set design.
Finally, in post-produc-
tion, it streamlines edit-
ing, color correction,
sound design, and even
creates advanced visual
effects.

Major studios such
as Netflix and Warner
Bros. are now using Al-
driven tools to analyze
audience preferences,
optimize workflows, an
enhance storytelling. As
a result, Al has shifted
from beinga simple tech-
nical assistant to becom-
ing an essential force
shaping the future of
modern media produc-
tion.

Why Production
Houses Are Turning to

Production houses
are facing rising costs
and tighter schedules.
Keeping up with dead-
lines while staying cre-
ative has become a ma-
jor challenge. To stay
efficient, many studios
are now using Al to
manage time and60% of
post-production studios
utilize Al-powered edit-
ing tools to reduce edit-
ing time. reduce ex-
penses. This trend is
growing rapidly as the
global Al in media and
entertainment market is
projected to reach $34.1
billion3 by 2027.

The demand for
quick content is also in-
creasing.

Streaming plat-
forms compete to release
new shows faster, put-
ting pressure on produc-
tion teams. At the same
time, 65% of advertising
agencies are already us-
ing Al tools for content
creation, showing how
quickly the industry is
adapting to new tech-
nology. There is also a
shortage of skilled post-

[
handle repetitive work
like cutting scenes or
syncing dialogue. This
gives creative teams
more time to focus on
storytelling and innoy
tion while keeping
projects on schedule
and within budget.
How Production
Houses Are Using Al
Alis changing how
production houses work
from start to finish. It
supports every stage of
filmmaking, from plan-
ning and shooting to
editing and final
delivery.In Pre-
ProductionAl is making
the pre-production
stage faster and more
creative. Writers now
use tools like ChatGPT,
Jasper, and Sudowrite to
draft sripts or explore
story ideas. In fact, 60%
offilm studios are explor-
ing Al-driven
seriptwriting tools to

als. Al tools step in to

speed uj
and script development.

These tools help gener-

ate dialogue, plot twi:

and creative concepts in

minutes, saving time

while keeping creativity
owing.

Storyboarding and
concept visualization
have also become easier.
Tools like Midjourney,
Runway ML, and Pika
Labs turn written ideas
into visuals, helping di-
rectors and producers
see how scenes might
look before filming be-
gins. This makes plan-
ning smoother and re-
duces the need for
costlyre: ns later.

Alis also improving
casting and budgeting.
Some tools analyze data
to predict how well an
actor will connect with
audiences. Al software
like Celtx and
StudioBinder helps plan
budgets and schedules.
These tools make it
easier for studios to
manage costs, track

spending, and stay on
time.In Production

Al is transforming
the way films are shot on
set. For example, Al-
powered cameras can
automatically track ac-
tors, adjust framing, and
optimize lighting in real
time. This helps direc-
tors capture perfect
shots faster and reduces
the need for repeated
takes. According to
MarketsandMarkets4,
the use of Al cameras in
film production is ex-
pected to grow by 22%
annually by 2027,

Virtual production
is becoming more com-
mon. Tools like Unreal
Engine and NVIDIA
Omniverse allow film-
makers to create realis-

projects.

Al supports crews
during filming, Voice rec-
ognition systems can
follow script lines or ad-

just camera settings

through simple voice
commands.

As a result, on-set
work becomes smoother,
and the crew can focus
more on storytelling
rather than technical de-
tails.

In Post-Production

This phase gets a
big boost from AL espe-
cially in editing and
sound design. Tools like
Runway ML, Adobe Pre-
miere Pro Al, and
Descript automate tasks
like cutting, syncing, and
scene detection. Smart
apps can identify key
‘moments and i

tic digital
before filming begins.
These virtual sets save
time, cut costs, and give
teams more creative free-
dom, especially for large-
scale or fantasy

workflows, helping edi-
tors focus on
storytelling.

Al also improves
color grading and sound
editing. It can automati-

cally balance colors, re-
fine lighting, remove
background noise, and
sync soundiracks. Even
some free tools can ap-
ply complex color grad-
ing for a consistent
look. These features
save time and make the
final product polished
and professional.

In addition, Al en-
hances VFX, CGI, and
localization. It removes
green screens, fills miss-
ing frames, and gener-
ates realistic effects
quickly. Voice tools like
Resemble.ai and
ElevenLabs speed up
dubbing and transla-
tions for multiple lan-
guages.

The use of Al in
video editing has re-
duced production time
by an average of 30%,
showing how much it
improves efficiency.

Al also helps with
versioning and distribu-
tion. It can create mul-
tiple edits for different
platforms like social me-
dia, TV, or YouTube
Shorts. This allows stu-
dios to repurpose con-
tent easily and deliver it
quickly. Overall,
makes post-] pmducuon
faster, more precise, and
more creative.

Case Studies: How
AT Is Shaping Modern
Production

Case Study 1
Netflix Builds a Cloud-
Based VFX Studio

Netflix, one of the
biggest entertainment
companies in the world,
began producing its
own content in 2012. To
make collaboration
easier, the company
wanted to create a vi-
sual effects (VFX) stu-
dio in the cloud. This
would let artists from
different countries work
together without being
limited by location.

Using NICE DCV
and Amazon EC2 G4 in-
stances, Netflix built
fast and secure remote
workstations. These
cloud tools allowed art-
ists to edit, animate, and

render with high-quality
visuals while keeping
performance smooth.
The system helped
Netflix move from testing
to full production in just
one year.

By using AWS,
Netflix reduced costs
and technical barriers
for creators. The com-
pany could now attract
fop VEX and animation
talent from anywhere in
the world. This innova-
tion showed how cloud
and Al tools can trans-
form modern film pro-
ducti

e Study 2:
Cropify’s Al Innovation
in Grain Grading

In South Australia,
Anna Falkiner and An-
drew Hannon founded
Cropify to make grain
testing faster and more
accurate. Traditional
testing relied on human
inspection, which often
caused mistakes and
disagreements.

he founders
wanted a smarter Al-
based way to grade
crops.

Working with the
Australian Institute for
Machine Learning
(AIML), they built AT
software that could ana-
Iyze grain samples in sec-
onds.

Their system re-
duced testing time from
24 minutes to just 90 sec-
onds and achieved 98%
accuracy. This made the
grain supply chain faster
and more reliable.

In 2024, Cropify
raised $2 million AUD
from investors to expand
its technology. Their
success proved that Al
can bring real value to
agriculture by making
testing fairer, faster, and
more consistent.
Falkiner advises busi-
nesses to focus on real
problems first and then
see if Al s the right so-
lution.

Case btudy 3:
What’s Next
Entertainment’s Use of
Al in Creative Produc-
tion
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Israeli army fire kills Palestinian teenager in West Bank

NEWS DESK:Israeli
forces killed a 17-year-
old Palestinian in the oc-
cupied West Bank on
Thursday, according to
Palestinian officials.

Mohammed Murad
Mahmud Rayan was
“killed by the (Tsraeli) oc-
cupation forces on
Thursday morning in
Beit Duqqu”, a village
Jjust north of J erusalem,
the Ramallah-based Pal-
estinian health ministry
said ina statement.

The Israeli army
said a “violent distur-
bance of the peace”
broke out during “op-
erational activity” in the
Beit Duqqu area, and “a
terrorist hurled stones
at the soldiers, posing a
threat to them™.

“Soldiers re-
sponded with fire to-
wards the terrorist” who
was “neutralised”, the
army added.

According to the
Palestinian news agency
Wafa, the Israeli army
was carrying out “a
wide-scale search opera-
tion targeting several
homes”.

Settlers block stu-
dents path to school
with barbed wire

Atleast 1,060 Pales-
tinians have been killed
bylsraeli soldiers or set-
tlers in the West Bank
since the Gaza conflict

began.
At least 46 Israelis,
both civilians and mem-
bers of the security
forces, have been killed
in the same area in Pal-
estinian attacks or dur-
ing Isracli military opera-
tions, official Israeli fig-
ures show.
School

tried on Monday to get
to school in the small
village of Umm al-Khair
near the city of Hebron.
They found their way
blocked by barbed wire
which villagers said had
been placed there by Is-
raclis from the nearby
Carmel settlement.
Khalil Hathaleen,

Dozens of Palestin-
ian children have been
unable to go to school
in the Isracli-occupied
‘West Bank this week be-
cause of barbed wire
erected by Jewish set-
tlers across the path
they normally use.

path Dozens of children

amounted to “ethnic

A video which a
Palestinian activist said
he had filmed on April
13, shows boys and girls
sitting and standing by
the newly erected
barbed wire fence.

Residents said Is-
raeli soldiers had later
fired teargas, causing
several children to expe-
rience breathing difficul-
ties. Some residents d
scribed the children’s
symptoms as if they
were suffocating. In the
video, smoke can be
seen rising. Classes had
been suspended at the
start of the Iran war.

Restrictions on Pal-
estinians

The Yesha Council,
a body that represents
West Bank settlers, said
that “a barrier was put in
place to protect the resi-
dents of Carmel, in co-
ordination with Israeli
security authorities” af-
ter repeated attempted
incursions into Carmel.
It said there were other
routes that could be
used.

Local Palestinians
said they have filed a
complaint through an Is-
raeli-Palestinian office
about the barbed wire
fence, which stands near
Israeli flags, but that it
had not been removed.

head of the Umm al-Khair
village council, said the
barbed wire prevented
children from the out- passes closer to the
skirts of the village tak- settlement
ing their usual safe path “We insist on using
through a valley to the the main path that our
school in the village children have always
centre. taken,” he said, accusing
Otherwise, he said, Jewish settlers of trying
the children would have  to take over the land so

that they can expand
their settiement.

Isracli human rights
roup B’ Tselem said the
barbed wire was part of
acoordinated campaign
by settlers and the Israeli
military to intimidate Pal-
estinians and drive them
from their land in the
‘West Bank, which it said

to walk along a road
which he described as
dangerous, because it

Syria completes takeover of military
sites used by US forces

NEWS DESK:Syria said added. Earlier Thursday,
on Thursday the Syria’s defence ministry
handover to the govern- said the army “took over
ment of military sites the Qasrak air base. .. af-
previously used by US ter the withdrawal of in-

parts of the country’s
northeast that were pre-
viously held by US-al-
lied Kurdish forces,
while the government

reflecting “a shared as-
sessment that the cir-
cumstances which origi-
nally necessitated the
Américan military pres-

troops had been com- has also formallyjoined ~ence in Syria... have fun- ternational coalition
pleted, which it said re-  the international anti-IS damentally changed™. forces™.
flected the successful coalition. “The Syrian state is A defence ministry

official said that the base
is now “empty of Ameri-
can forces after they

The US intervened
in Syria in 2014 to fight
IS, which had taken over  efforts from within, in
swathes of Syria and cooperation with the in-  fully withdrew”, while a
‘ment and Kurdish forces Iraq in a lightning offen- i ity,”  cor near the
declared in January a sive. it added. US Central northeastern city of
ceasefire deal that set Syri Command, which is re- Qamishli saw a convoy
out a phased integration sponsible for American of US military vehicles
into the state of Kurdish troops in the Middle heading towards the
fighters that had long East, said that US forces Iraqi border.
been allied to the United “have completed turn- ‘Sustained efforts’
States. ing over all of our major Qasrak was consid-

Washington had bases in Syria, as part of ered a key US base in
stationed troops in Syria a deliberate and condi- northeast Syria and
for more than a decade tions-based transition™.  served in recent months
helping to combat the “ forces con- as a logistics hub for
militant Islamic State (IS) tinue to support partner- convoys and military
oup. led counterterrorism ef-  equipment heading for
In recent months, forts, which are essen- Ira
Syria’s new Islamist tial to ensuring the en-
government has ex- during defeat” of IS, the
panded its control to military command

integration of the
Kurdish-led SDF group
into national structures.

The Syrian govern-

today fully capable of
leading counterterrorism

s foreign min-
istry said in a statement
that it “welcomes the
completed handover of
military sites where
United States forces
‘were previously present
in Syria to the Syrian
govérnment”, adding
that the move was car-
ried out “in full coordi-
nation between the Syr-
ian and American gov-
ernments”.

Damascus said it
viewed the US move as

q.

In February, days
before the Middle East
war erupted, three
sources said that US
forces leading the anti-
IS coalition would com-
plete their withdrawal
from Syria within a
monf

Syria’s Kurds lost
swathes of territory to
government forces ear-
Tier this year following
clashes between the
sides, who then agreed
a deal to gradually inte-
grate the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) and
Kurdish civilian institu-
tions into the state.
Alongside the US-
led coalition against IS,
the SDF spearheaded
the battle that led to the
Jjihadist group’s territo-
rial defeat in Syria in

Russian strikes kill 19
across UKraine

NEWS DESL: A massive
Russian drone and mis-
sile barrage killed at least
19 people in cities
across Ukraine, more
than four years into the
war with talks on ending
the conflict stalled.
Journalists heard
loud bangs echoing over
the capital during the
night and saw huge
plumes of black smoke
rising over central Kyiy
at dawn. More than 100
people were wounded in
the attacks that ripped
through apartment build-
ings in the middleof the does not deserve any
night. casing of global policy
Ukrainian President or lifting of sanctions,”
Zelensky, on a tour of he wrote on social
Europe, called for a media.EU council chief
minute of silence for Antonio Costa accused
those killed, at an event  Russia of choosing to
in a church in the Neth- dellberalely terrorise
erlands. “Today in civilians”, decrying the
Ukraine is another very overnight killing as a
hard day, a really hard “horrendous attack
night, the day after a against civilian targets”.
massive Russian at- e Ukrainian air
tack,” he said. The at- force said Russia hat
tack “has proven Russia launched 659 drones

and 44 missiles inan at-
tack that started on
Wed-ne--sday daytime
and stretched until dawn
on Thursday.

The Russian army
said it had “carried out a
massive strike™ against
Ukrainian military and
energy targets.

Kyiv_ has also
stepped up its own long-
range drone and missile
attacks on Russia.
Strikes overnight

Killed two people, includ-
ing a child in southern
Russia, officials said.
The Russian army said
its forces intercepted
207 Ukrainian drones
across its western and
mulhem regions.

n the Ukrainian
capilal of Kyiv, four
people were Killed, in-
cluding a 12-year-old
boy, and at least 62
wounded, mayor Vitali
Klitschko said.

Australian soldier accused of war
crimes in Afghanistan granted bail

NEWS DESK:An Aus- defendantThe deco-
tralian court granted bail rated soldier met Queen
on Friday to former sol- Elizabeth II, had his por-
dier Ben Roberts-Smith, trait hung at the Austra-
charged with murdering lian War Museum, and
unarmed prisoners cap- was even honoured as
tured in Afghanistan fol- the nation’s “father of
lowing a sweeping war the year”.

crimes probe. But the war hero’s

The towering sol- reputation was called
dier became a household into question in 2018,
name across Australia when a series of news
when he was awarded reports linked him to the
the Victoria Cross in alleged murder of un-
2011, a medal reserved armed Afhan prisoners
for only the most coura- by Australian troops.
geous wartime exploif The soldier had al-

But ark mili- legedly kicked an un-
tary report in 2020 re- armed Afghan civilian
vealed grave allegations off a cliff and ordered
against  Australian subordinates to shoot
troops sent to fight forces,” prosecution him, The Age and The
Taliban forces, accusing lawyer Simon Buchen Sydney Morning Herald
elite units of torture, said. reported.
summary executions and Should Roberts- He was also said to
“body count” competi- Smith be found guilty, he ~have taken part in the
tions. faces a maximum sen- machine-gunning of a
This month Rob- tence oflifein prison. ~ man with a prosthetic
erts-Smith was charged From war hero to limb which he later used
with five counts of “war % s W
crime — murder”, with
police alleging he was
complicit in a string of
unlawful killings be-
tween 2009 and 2012.
After ten days be-
hind bars he was
granted bail, with Judge
Greg Grogin telling a
Sydney court that the
former soldier faced the

rospect of “years and
years” in jail before his
case went o trial.

In court via video
link, Roberts-Smith ap-
peared impassive as he
was shown on screen in
a green prison tracksuit.

:
(3
Sweden rights groups blast ‘honest
L. DB, .
living’ criteria for migrants

NEWS DESK:Sweden’s
government has faced
growing criticism over
its plans to require mi-
grants to adhere to
“honest living”, with
rights groups and legal
experts saying the pro-
posed measure is dis-
criminatory.

Sweden’s govern-
ment, which came to
power in 2022 on vows
to get tough on immigra-
tion and crime, is trying
to rapidly push through
aslew of reforms in vari-
ous areas ahead of leg-
islative elections in Sep-
tember.

Ifapproved by par-
liament, the ““honest liv-

as a drinking vessel with
other soldiers.

Roberts-Smith has

aunchly maintained
his innocence through-
out, launching legal ac-
tion against the newspa-
pers who aired the alle-
gations.

But his efforts to
sue The Age and The
Sydney Morning Herald
for slander would back-
fire, with a judge finding
in 2023 many of the jour-
nalists’ claims were

“substantially true”.

uch civil trials carry
a lower burden of proof
than the criminal pro-
ceedings Roberts-Smith
now faces.

Australia deployed
39,000 troops to Af-
ghanistan over two de-
cades as part of US- and
Nato-led operations
against the Taliban and
other militant groups.

His lawyer Slade
Howell argued it was un-
acceptable to keep the
soldier behind bars as
the case slowly wound
through the courts.

“It will take many,
many years and will have
many twists and turns,”
he said.

The prosecution, in
turn, argued the grave
nature of the alleged
crimes warranted strict
bail conditions.

“The applicant is ac-
cused of either killing or
directing his subordi-
nates to kill unarmed de-
tainees in the custody of
Australian armed

definitive list of actions
or behaviours that
would constitute a vio-
lation of the “honest liv-
ing” requirement.

The Swedish Refu-
gee Law Centre, an
organisation that pro-
vides legal assistance to
asylum seekers, says the
new considerations will
make the process for
residence permits unpre-
dictable.

“This can also cre-
ate a sense of insecurity
when you don’t really
know how your actions
in different situations
might be assessed,”
Elias Nygren, a lawyer
working  for the

Other factors may
include going into debt
“without any mlenllon
or effort to repay”,
organised begging,
committing welfare
fraud, or working off the
books.

Those found not
adhering to the “honest
living” standard could
face deportation.

“The consequences
will be very serious” for he explained.
migrants affected by the “Like a guest”
reform, John Stauffer, a The roposal
legal adviser for the hu- would make it easier to
man rights organisation ~revoke immigrants’ resi-
Civil Rights Defenders, ~dence permits.
told AFP. “It is not a human

Even a person’s right to stay in Sweden.
statements — although 1t s important to remem-

dence permits, have dif-
ferent rights in our soci-
ety, especially when it
comes to freedom of ex-
pression,” Stauffer said.

“Ifyou area citizen,
you have broad and
Strongly protected free-
dom of expression. If
you are not a citizen,
then you will have free-
dom of expression, but
it will not be as strong,”

ing” measure would they in themselves ber that,” Migration organisation, told AFP.
come into force on July should not be consid- Minister Johan Forssell Some organisations
eredas proofofa lack of  told AFP. worry that certain types

13.

Under the change,
the Migration Agency
will consider, when
granting or renewing
non-EU citizens’ resi-
dence permits, whether
applicants have at any
time posed a threat to
public order or security,
had extremist sympa-
thies or links to groups
advocating violence, or
committed minor of-
fences punishable by
fines.

“honest living” — may
indicate links to ““violent
extremism”, Ludvig
Aspling, a spokesman
for the anti-immigration
Sweden Democrats,
which props up the mi-
nority right-wing gov-
ernment, said when the
plans were announced.

“This creates a sys-
tem where people, de-
pending on their legal
status and whether they
are citizens or have resi-

“If you come to
Sweden and you’re not
acitizen, it’s almost like
being a guest in
someone’s home.

Then you should
show that you want to
become part of the coun-

of activism may also be
considered a breach of
“honest living".

“We

dience, that is, in non-
violence and the prin-
ciples that guide our ac-
tions.

We are finding that
this question comes up
more and more often,”
Frida Bengtsson, head
of Greenpeace Sweden,
told AFP.

Y hat you make an
effort, that you pull your
weight, that you work,”
Forssell said.

The government
has not yet published a
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Punjab to introduce electric buses in 10 districts

LAHORE (INP): Ameet-
ing chaired by Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz reviewed key de-
velopments in the
province’s transport
sector and approved
several new initiatives

Bhakkar, Hafizabad,

Khanewal, Layyah,

Sheikhupura,

Gujranwala, Sialkot,

Mandi Bahauddin, and
Okara.

toimprove public mobil- 21 routes. Under this

ity. program, a total of 3,560
bus trips have been
completed so far.

The government
has approved the intro-
duction of electric buses
in 10 districts: Attock,

Officials informed
the meeting that more
than 125,000 passengers
have benefited from the
free transport service
currently operating on

According to the
bricfing, 100 electric

will be introduced in
May and 208 in June.
Maryam Nawaz fur-
ther instructed that con-
struction and renov:
tion of metro bus sta-

buses will arrive in
Punjab within the current
month, followed by 350
more by mid-May and
another 264 by the end
of June. Authorities also
plan to establish a dedi- level, indicatinga major ~scheme was presented, tions be completed as
cated bus depot in each ion of the initia- _stating that 194 e-taxis _soon as possible.

division to support the
electric fleet. The chief
minister has directed of-
ficials to present a plan
for operating 1,500 elec-
tric buses at the tehsil

tive. The meeting also
reviewed progress on
mass transit system
projects in Gujranwala
and Faisalabad. A report
on Punjab’s first e-taxi

WASHINGTON, D.C: Federal Minister for Finance and Reven
nessed the signing of an important financial agreement in Was

Sernator Muhammad Aurangieh, wit|
ngton, D.C., in the presence of the
Ambassador of Pakistan to the United States, on the sidelines of the Borid BanicIMF Spring Meetings.

Rs 5.36b spent in
current fiscal year on
22 development
projects in Gwadar
under PSDP 2025-26

ISLAMABAD (INP):
An amount of Rs 5.36
billion has been spent
so far in the current fis-
cal year on 22 develop-
‘ment projects in Gwadar
under PSDP 2025-26.

According to offi-
cial documents available
with Wealth Pakistan,
the federal government
had allocated Rs 16.79
billion for these projects
for the Fiscal Year 2025-
26. The total cost of
these 22 projects stands
atRs184.2 billion, reflect-
ing the scale of federal
investment aimed at
transforming Gwadar
intoa key economic and
logistics hub. The
projects are currently at
various stages of imple-
‘mentation.

The project mix
highlights a diversified
development approach,
spanning infrastructure,
energy, maritime, educa-
tion, and social sectors.

Pakistan playing key mediating role
between US, Iran: FO

ISLAMABAD, April 16
(INP): The Foreign Office
(FO) on Thum]ay stated
that Pakistan is playing
a significant mediating
role between the United
States and Iran, adding
that the recent round of
negotiations remained
largely constructive.

uring a weekly
briefing, Foreign Office
spokesperson Tahir
Hussain Andrabi said
that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif played
anactive role in facilitat-
ing US-Iran talks held in
Islamabad.

He said that a 21-
hour negotiation pro-
cess between the two
sides was productive,
reflecting Pakistan’s
strong commitment to
promoting peace in the
region.

Pakistan’s diplo-
matic efforts between
the US and Iran have
been widely appreciated

Govt moving towards
integrating technical
skills, digital education:

Anusha Rahman
LAHORE, April 16 (INP):
Senior Advisor to the
Chief Minister Punjab,
Senator Anusha
Rahman has said the
government is moving
towards integrating
technical skills, digital
education and social
protection initiatives to
equip youth with mar-
ket-relevant capabilities
and ensure inclusive de-
velopment.

She stated this
while holding a series of

tional skills.

It was emphasised
that, in line with the vi-
sion of Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, children should
not be limited to basic
education alone but also
be empowered with mod-
ern, market-relevant
skills to secure dignified
employment. The meet-
ing noted that special
budgetary allocations
have been made to ben-
efit millions of children,
while both sides agreed
to further strengthen
non-formal and basic
education programmes
by integrating skill-
based training with early
education.

Later, the advisor
met former MPA Saira
Iftikhar and discussed
maternal and child
health, nutrition and
overall well-being. It was
agreed that effective
measures are being
implemented under the
Chief Minister’s vision.

The major ongoing
schemes include the
construction of Gwadar-
Ratodero Road, New
Gwadar International
Airport Project, and mul-
tiple initiatives under the
Gwadar Development
Authority. The New
Gwadar International
Airport remains the
single largest project in
the region with an ap-
proved cost of Rs 54.98
billion. The project in- meetings on education,
curred an estimated ex- | health, digital skills, IT

di fRs 42.72 bil- s human
lion up to June 2025, leav- | rights and minority af-
ing a throw-forward of | fairs here on Thursday.
Rs 12.26 billion. An allo- In a meeting with
cation of Rs 4 billion was | Chairperson Parliamen-
made for 2025-26, against | tary Committee on Lit-
which Rs 3.43 billion was | eracy and Non-Formal
released and Rs 2.34 bil- | Basic Education Maria
lion utilized by March 30 | Talal and Member Na-
this year. The Construc- | tional Assembly
tion of Gwadar Ratodero | Shumaila Rana, it was
Road Project (M-8) has | discussed to equip chil-
an estimated expendi- dren enrolled in basic
ture of Rs 32,89 billionup ~ education programmes
to June 2025. with technical and voca-

to maintain active en-
gagement with all rel-
evant parties as part of
its efforts toreduce ten-
sions and promote
peaceful resolutions in
the region.

He emphasized that
Pakistan, acting as a fa-
cilitator and mediator,
has kept open channels
of communication wit]
concerned stakeholders
to help de-escalate ten-
sions and create space
for dialogue.

According to the
spokesperson, Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar,
along with the country’s
senior military leader-
ship, has been actively
involved in diplomatic
outreach aimed at ensur-
ing regional peace and
stability. Pakistan has
consisténtly maintained
that conflicts can only
be resolved through dia-
logue and cooperation.

in international circles,
he added.

The spokesperson
further noted that the

The Foreign Office
further noted that ongo-
ing diplomatic engage-
ments, including vi
by Pakistan’s senior mi
tary leadership to Iran,
are part of this broader
policy to strengthen
consultation and coordi-
nation for regional
peace.

Pakistan reaffirmed
its role as a responsible
and constructive state
on the global stage,
stressing that diplo-
macy and dialogue re-
main the only effective
means to resolve con-
flicts.

FO spokesperson
stated that Pakistan’s
foreign policy remains
centered on sustained
engagement, negotia-
tions, and collaboration
with global partners—an
approach considered
essential for regional
stability and economic
progress.

to Saudi /\rabm Qaldr
55

added that
Pakistan’s role helped
make a ceasefire be-
tween Iran and the US
possible. The prime min-
ister alsoreceived phone
calls from leaders of vari-
ous countries acknowl-
edging Pakistan’s ef-
forts.

FO spokesperson
also condemned Isracli
aggression and attacks
n Lebanon, reiterating
Pakistan’s commitment
toa principled, dialogue-
driven, and diplomatic
approach to resolving
complex geopolitical
conflicts.

Tahir Andrabi said
that Pakistan continues

5 ;
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Railways Muhammad Hanif Abbasi visited the residence of}
Federal Minister Syed Imran Ahmed Shah and expressed heartfelt condolences on the passing of his
mother, praying for her cternal peace and strength for the bereaved family.

PM Shehbaz Sharif arrives in Doha after
wrapping up Saudi Arabia visit

ISLAMABAD (INP): also praised the standing strategic part- that the prime minister
Prime Minister Shehbaz ~Kingdom’s patience and ~nership. The prime min-  would undertake official
Sharif reached Doha af- restraint in the current ister arrived in Medina, visits to Saudi Arabia,
ter concluding his offi-  circumstances. where he was received Qatar, and Turkey from
cial visit to Saudi Arabia, Prime Minister by Prince Salman bin April 15to 18. The visits
according to a state- Shehbaz emphasized Sultan bin AbdulazizAl to Saudi Arabia and
‘mentissued by the Prime  that the people of Paki- Saud, PMO statement Qatar are focused on

Minister’s Office (PMO)  stan stand firmly with read. strengthening bilateral
on Thursday. their Saudi brothers, He later visited Al-  cooperation and dis-
The PMO stated adding that the Saudi Masjid an-Nabawi, cussing regional peace

that the prime minister
will hold a bilateral meet-
ing in Doha with Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani to discuss matters
of mutual interest.
According to PMO,
a meeting between
Shehbaz Sharif and
Mohammed bin Salman
in Jeddah lasted for
nearly two hours, during
which both leaders held

leadership serves as an
example for all peace-
loving nations. The
Saudi crown prince, in
turn, appreciated the
constructive role played
by the prime munister
and Pakistan’s military
leadership in ongoing
peace efforts.

The prime minister
also  acknowledged
Saudi Arabia’s contin-

where he offered prayers
for Pakistan’s progress
and for global peace and
harmony.

According to the
PMO, special arrange-
ments were made for the
prime minister and his
delegation to visit the
Prophet’s Chamber,
where he presented salu-
tations and respects.

The meeting was

and security.

In Turkey, the prime
minister is expected to
attend the Antalya Di-
plomacy Forum, where
he will present
Pakistan’s stance along-
side other global leaders.

The visit comes
amid ongoing tensions
in the Middle East.
where Gulf countries,
cluding Saudi Arabia,

detailed discussions on ued  support  for attended by Deputy have faced attacks linked
the evolving regional Pakistan’s economic sta- Prime Minister and For- to the broader conflict
situation. bility. eign Minister Ishaq Dar, involving Iran, the

Both leaders further
reiterated their commit-
ment to strengthening
cooperation in defense
and security, as well as
enhancing their long-

United States, and Israel.
Pakistan has been a
tively working to me«
ate and promote dia-
The Foreign Office  logue to case tensions in
had carlier announced the region.

PMDC inaction
delays key
decisions, raises
contempt concerns

ISLAMABAD, April 16
(INP): The delay of a cru-
cial meeting of the Paki-
stan Medical and Den-
tal Council (PMDC) has
left several important
‘matters pending, includ-
ing employee appeals,
approvals of new medi-
cal colleges, and deci-
sions in a high-profile
corruption case. Accord-
ing to sources, the cor-
ruption case related to
Bahawalpur Medical
College remains unre-
solved despite clear di-
rections issued by the
Islamabad High Court
two months ago. The
court had instructed the
council to hear the af-
fected employees and
issue a final decision.
However, no significant
progress has been made,
raising concerns of pos-
sible contempt of court.

who later described the
interaction as warm and
reflective of strong bilat-
eral ties.

The statement said
the prime minister reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s solidar-
ityand support for Saudi
Arabia in light of rising
regional tensions. He

Upper Kohistan steps up
efforts to fast-track
hydropower, renewable
energy projects

ABBOTTABAD (INP): mentation. Participants
The district administra- proposed workable solu-
tion of Upper Kohistan ~tions,
has stepped up efforts leading to a consen-
to fast-track hydro- sus on immediate ac-
power and renewable tions to resolve issues
energy projects, as a and improve the pace of
high-Tevel review meet- development.
ing agreed on decisive Directing the de-
measures to remove ob- the Deputy
stacles  hindering issioner stressed
progress. stronger coordination,
Deputy Commis- efficient use of re-
sioner, Azxzullah Jan sources, and swift reso-
chaired the meeting, lution of public-related
where officials fromrel- concerns. He under-
evant departments re- scored that timely
viewed the status of on- completion of energy
going projects under the  projects remained a top
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa priority.
Hydropower and Re- He said sustainable
newable Energy Devel- energy initiatives would
opment Programme play akeyrole in boost-
KHRE) ing local development
while ensuring the sup-
ply of affordable and en-
vironmentally friendly
electricity to the people.

More than 18 em-
ployees allegedly in-
volved in the case have
so far received only mi-
nor administrative pen-
alties, including trans-
fers, show-cause no-
tices, and work-from-
home directives. In the
same case, Deputy Direc-
tor Legal Saira Rabab
has also been served
with a show-cause no-
tice. Sources further al-
lege that PMDC Presi-
dent Dr. Rizwan Taj,
whose tenure has re-
portedly been extended
by one year beyond its
original term, is deliber-
ately delaying the mat-
ter until the formation of
a new council to avoid
accountability. It is also
claimed that recommen-
dations from the Prime
Minister’s Inspection
Commission.

The meeting fo-
cused on identifying
field-level challenges af-
fecting project imple-

i K:
EU 2829, Islamabad),

Neérly 98pc of medical seats filled, following
deliberations, Senate body informed

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Senate Standing

NHSR&C and the PMDC
for effectively address-

which remained vacant
despite extended dead-

presented in the next
meeting, including infor-

Committee on National lines. ing the issue and ensur-  mation on global fund-
Health Services, Regula- The committee took  ing optimal utilization of ~ing allocations and their
tions and Coordination up the agenda regarding ~ available seats. utilization.

the PMDC and the
Ministry’s revised policy
for conducting future
MDCAT examinations.
It was apprised that
MDCAT examinations
would be conducted
soon after the conclu-
sion of all FSC Boards
and Cambridge examina-
tions across the country,
in order to avoid dela;

The Chairman di-
rected the Ministry and
PMDC to finalize and
announce the schedule
well in advance so that
students nationwide
could prepare accord-
ingly.

The Committee also
sought a comprehen-
sive update on vacant
seats, seat allocation,
and student admissions.

As, it was informed
that nearly 98 percent of
seats had been filled, the
committee appreciated
the efforts of ministry of

The committee ex-
pressed serious concern
over reported deaths,
including suicide cases,
in medical colleges, par-
ticularly in Punjab and
Mirpur Khas.

The ministry was
directed to submit a de-
tailed report on such in-
cidents over the past
years and to ensure that
thorough inquiries
would be conducted and
corrective measures
implemented to avert
any such incident in fu-
ture.

The issue of rising
HIV cases in Pakistan
and Taunsa Tehsil were
also highlighted and the
committee members
were informed that 331
cases had been re-
ported.

The committee
termed the situation
alarming and directed
thata detailed briefing be

(NHSR&C) was in-
formed here on Thurs-
day that nearly 98 per-
cent of medical seats had
been filled,

following detailed
deliberations and coor-
dinated efforts by the
Ministry, Pakistan Medi-
cal and Dental Council
(PMDC), and the Com-
‘mittee.

The Standing Com-
mittee on National
Health Services, Regula-
tions and Coordination
NI ) met under
the Chairmanship of Dr.
Mahesh Kumar Malani,
MNA, to deliberate
upon key issues con-
cerning medical educa-
tion, public health chal-
lenges and regulatory
reforms.

The committee was
briefed that the step
benefited around 1,000
students out of approxi-
‘mately 1100 vacant seats

strengthen its inspec-
tion mechanisms and to
take provincial depart-
ments on board before
finalizing key policies.

The committee also
discussed the Pakistan
Nursing and Midwifery
Council Ordinance, 2025
and recommended that
the bill would be passed
after necessary amend-
ments by the committee.

The meeting was
attended by Members
National Assembly Ms.
Zahra Wadood Fatemi,
Ms. Farah Naz Akbar, Dr.
Shazia Sobia Aslam
Soomro, Dr. Shaista
Khan, Dr. Nikhat
Shakeel Khan, Ms. Aliya
Kamran, Dr. Darshan,
Ms. Sabheen Ghoury,
Raja Khurram Shahzzd
Nawaz  and
Muhammad Shahbaz
Babar (virtually).
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Pakistan-China Investment Seminar 2026 Signals New
Era of Economic Growth: Governor Balochistan

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jafar Khan
Mandokhail stated that
the Pakistan-China In-
vestment Seminar 2026
is not merely a formal
gathering but the begin-
ning of a new phase of
economic growth and
transformation for Paki-
stan and Balochistan.
Addressing participants
at the seminar held at the
Chinese Consulate in
Karachi, he said that the
initiative reflects a
shared vision of build-
ing a prosperous future
where Pakistan and
Balochistan emerge as
hubs of innovation and
development in the re-
gion.

He expressed opti-
mism about Pakistan’s
secure and bright future
and termed the seminar
a “spark” that could ig-
nite long-term economic
transformation.

The event was at-
tended by Yang
Yundong, Bayazid Khan
Kasi, Bilal Kakar, and in-
dividuals from various

sectors. energy, trade, agricul- brighter and more pro:
ernor ture higher education, perous future,” he said,
Mandokhal] emphasized heallhcnre and live- adding that investments
the need to shift focus stock, inviting global in- are not only financial
from merely exporting vestors to explore these commitments but also
raw minerals to estab- prospects. contributions to the
lishing  processing He assured that the dreams and futures of
plants within the prov- governmentis fully com-  the youth.
ince to transform mitted to provi Highlighting Paki-
Balochistan intoa mod- tection and facilitation to ~ stan-China relations, he
ern industrial hub. investors. “Every invest- described the partner-
He highlighted vast ment we welcome and ship as a dynamic and
investment opportuni- every partnership we evolving force driving
ties in sectors such as build is a step towarda progress.

He stressed the im-
portance of collabora-
tion between universi-
ties and industries, and
the inclusion of busi-
ness leaders and indus-
trialists in policy-making
processes to ensure
sustainable develop-
ment.

The Governor con-
cluded by urging stake-
holders to act boldly,
embrace innovation, and
strengthen unity to
build a legacy that future
generations can be
proud of.

At the end of the

| event, he distributed

commemorative shields
among organizers and
participants.

Pakistan China In-
vestment Seminar 2026,
Jafar Khan Mandokhail
speech, Balochistan in-
vestment opportunities,
Karachi seminar news,
China Pakistan relations,
economic development
Pakistan, industrial
erowth Balochistan, for-
eign investment Paki-
stan

IG Balochistan Highlights Police Sacrifices,
Reforms, and Public Safety Initiatives

UK 1 IA: Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Balochistan Muhamm;
Tahir stated that
Balochi: Police is

All Raza Shah, Addi-  lice achieved signiticant - regularly held at range

tional IG Operations operational success, in- and district levels,

Agha  Muhammad cluding: which has helped im-

Yousaf, Additional 1G Arrest of 780 pro- prove public trust in the
inistration Javed Ali  cl d

playing a key role in
maintaining law and or-
der by utilizing profes-
sional capabilities.
e said that around

1,139 police personnel
have sacrificed their
lives in the line of duty
to protect the lives and
property of citizens, call-
ing their sacrifice a gui
ing light for the force.

He made these re-
marks while briefing
trainee officers from the
National Institute of
Public Administration
(NIPA), Quetta, duringa
study visit to the Cen-
tral Pullce Office (CPO).

The session was at-
tended by senior offi-
cials including the Direc-
tor General NIPA Syed

Deten- police.**Complaint cells
Mehr, DIG Headquarters ~ tion of 1,466 absconders ~ at the CPO, along with
Hassan Asad Alvi, DIG  Arrest of 1,404 criminals  WhatsApp and toll-free
Tele Shad Ibn Masih, Recovery of 26 kid- helplines of the IG, are
and AIG Operations napped individuals. actively addressing
Naveed Alam, among He added that lists public grievances.
others. Visit to Police of arrested proclaimed Use of Technology
Facilities offenders and wanted and Welfare Measur
The trainee officers  criminals are being According to the IG
‘were also taken to in- shared with other prov- Safe City surveillance
spect various depart- inces to improve coordi- cameras are being used
ments at the CPO, includ- nation. for monitoring traffic
ing the Data Command Strengthening In- and crime, producing
and Communication vestigation and Public positive results.
Center, library, museum,  Service He also said that
and daycare center. The IGP high- formerLevies personnel
Law and Order Op- lighted the establish- integrated into the police
erations and Reforms ~ ment of a Serious Crime ~ force are being trained
The IGP said that Wingtoensure complex with modern techniques
after the merger of B- cases are investigated and performing effec-
area and A-area systems,  effectivelyand criminals  tively.
reform work has acceler- are brought to justice. A dedicated welfare
ated across the prov- He further noted wing for families of mar-
ince. During a special ~that open court sessions ~ tyrs is actively working
campaign last year, po- (Khuli Kachehris) are for their support and

well-being.

Accountability and
Disaster Response The
IGP emphasized a sys-
tem of self-accountabil-
ity within the depart-
ment, where officers are
rewarded for good per-
formance and penalized
for negligence.

He also noted that
police, in collaboration
with other institutions,
have played a vital role
in rescue operations
during heavy rain
snowfall, and floods.

A rescue unit has
been established in
Ziarat, including female
personnel, to assist tour-
ists in emergencies.

The briefing con-
cluded with an exchange
of commemorative
shields between IGP
Balochistan Muhammad
Tahir and DG NIPA Syed
Ali Raza Shah.

Panjgur Open Katcheri Held to Address
Public Issues, Officials Assure Swift Action

PANJGUR: The district
administration Panjgur
organized an open
katcheri at Jirga Hall to
address public griev-
ances and improve ser-
vice deliveryacross vari-
ous

pal Corporation, Health  Noor Baloch. ability of blood bags and
Department, Agricul- During the session, essential medical sup-
ture, B&R, PHE, PPHI, citizens and community ~plies. Speaking on the
and other relevant representatives high- occasion, Assistant
offices.““Key officials lighted several pressing Commissioner Iftikhar
present included Major ~issues, including pro- Zahir assured that the
Hamza, Chief Officer longed power outages, ~district administration is
Municipal C ion rising prices of essential committed to resolving

The session was
jointly chaired by Assis-
tant ~ Commissioner
Panjgur Iftikhar Zahir
and DSP City Ameer Jan
Baloch. The event was
attended by representa-
tives from multiple de-
partments including the
Pakistan Rifles, Munici-

Izzatullah Baloch, DHO ~ commodities, improve- ~ public issues on a prior-
Dr. Abid Reki, MS Teach- - ment in healthcare facili- He said that
ing Hospital Dr. Abdul ties, support for farmers, hin adminis-
Ghaffar Baloch, Deputy and traffic management trative jurisdiction will
Director Agriculture challenges. They also be addressed immedi-
Zahoor Ahmed Baloch, stressed the need for ately, while other con-

arif Baloch, better facilities at the cerns will be forwarded
SDO PHE Zafar Baloch, Thalassemia Center in to relevant

sues raised during the
open katcheri will be re-
viewed in detail, and ef-
forts will be made to uti-
lize available resources
for transparent and im-
partial public service
delivery.

Panjgur  open
Katcheri, public com-
plaints Balochman AC
Iftikhar Zahir meeting,
civic issues Panjgur,
healthcare electricity is-
sues Balochistan, district

DC Nasirabad Chairs Peace
Committee Meeting, Urges Unity
Amid Middle East Tensions

NASIRABAD: Deputy
Commissioner
Nasirabad Zulfiqar Ali
Kharral chaired an im-
portant meeting of reli-
gious scholars, zakireen,
and members of the
Peace Committee to dis-
cuss the current global
situation and promote

unity.

The meeting was
attended by scholars
from various schools of
thought, religious lead-
ers, and relevant offi-
cials.

Participants held
detailed discussions on
the ongoing tensions in
the Middle East and
Pakistan’s role as a me-
diator in promoting
peace.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Zulfiqar Ali

rral emphasized that
the Muslim Ummah
needs unity and solidar-
ity in the current global

scenario.

He noted that the
unity shown by Islamic
countries following re-
cent tensions involving
Iran reflects a positive
step toward collective
strength.

He highlighted that
Pakistan’s neulral and

peace-oriented stance
has been widely ac-
knowledged at the inter-
national level,

adding that the
country has always
played a constructive
rolé in promoting re-
gional stability and will
continue to do so.

The Deputy Com-
missioner stated that
war is not a permanent
solution to any issue
and stressed the impor-
tance of peaceful dia-
logue and diplomacy.

He urged religious
scholars to promote
awareness, unity, and

harmony through their

sermons, especially dur-
ing Friday prayers, and
to highlight Pakistan’s
positive role in maintain-
ing peace.

He further remarked
that Pakistan remains
committed to global
peace efforts and safe-
guarding its mtegnty,

calling on all segments
of society to contribute
toward national stability.

The meeting con-
cluded with special
prayers for unity among

he Muslim Ummah,
peace in the region, and
success  of
Pakistan’s mediation ef-
forts.

Nasirabad peace
committee meeting, DC
Zulfiqar Ali Kharral
statement, Middle East
tensions Pakistan re-
sponse, Muslim unity
call, Pakistan mediation
role, religious scholars
meeting Pakistan, peace
and stability news

Harnai Road Project Launched:
17km Double Road to Boost
Connectivity and Economic Growth

HARNAI: Amajor de-

velopment initiative has
been launched in Harnai
under the vision of Pro-
vincial Minister for
Food

Muhammad Dummar,
marking a new phase of
infrastructure develop-
ment i the region.

the
Balochman Socio-Eco-
nomic Development
Project (Phase-II), a 17-
kilometer-long and 24-
foot-wide double road
from Sur Pul Nadi to Spin
Tangi has been formally
inaugurated.  The
project, with an esti-

mated cost of Rs. 740 mil-
lion, is expected to sig-
nificantly improve trans-
portation and connec-
tivity in the area. The in-
auguration ceremony
was attended by a large
number of administra-
tive officials, tribal el-

ers, and political repre-
sentatives. The chief
guest was Muhammad
Saleem Tareen, accom-
panied by Ameenullah

Mandokhail, senior law-
yer Abdul Nasir Tareen,
District Education Of-
ficer Ghulam Haider
Tareen, and District
Health Officer Dr. Shoaib
Akram Mengal.
Other notable at-
tendees included Haji
Muhammad
Dummar, Abdul Salam
Dummar, Haji
Muhammad Raza
Tareen, and workers of
the Pakistan Muslim

League.
Officials described

the project as a “lifeline”

for the local economy.
The road will con-

il
‘nect Spin Tangi with the
district headquarters, fa-
cilitating faster transpor-
tation and improved ac-
cess to markets for agri-
cultural produce.

The project route
and quality standards
were finalized with the
consultation of Haji Baz
Muhammad Dummar to
ensure maximum public
benefit. Speaking at the
ceremony, officials em-

phasized that the project
reflects the provincial
government’s commit-
ment to bringing remote
areas into the main-
stream of development.

dditional Deputy Com:
missioner Muhammad
Saleem Tareen directed
relevant departments to
ensure quality construc-
tion and timely comple-
tion of the project.

Local residents ex-
pressed gratitude to Haji
Noor Muhammad
Dummar and Haji Baz
Muhammad Dummar for
approving the long-
awaited project, hoping

it will create employment
opportunities and bring
prosperity to the region.

'Harnai road project,
Noor ~ Muhammad
Dummar development,
Balochistan infrastruc-
ture news, Spin Tangi
road construction, socio
economic development
project Balochistan,
road connectivity Paki-
stan, rural development
Harnai

and District Support the Teaching Hospital, for necessary action.
Manager PPHI lkram particularly the avail- He added that all is-

Panjgur
news, public service de-
livery Pakistan

CM Balochistan Meets Tribal Leader, Discusses

QUETTA: Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti held a
‘meeting with tribal leader
Mir Abdul Karim
Khetran to discuss the
political and regional
situation of Koh-e-
Suleman Division, p
ticularly Barkhan dis-
trict.

During the meeting,
both sides held detailed
consultations on devel-
opment planning for the
upcoming fiscal year
budget.

It was agreed that
future projects would be
aligned with public
needs to ensure mean-
ingful relief for local
communities.

On the occasion,
Mir Abdul Karim
Khetran expressed grati-
tude to the Chief Minis-
ter for approvingand ad-
vancing key develop-
ment projects in
Barkhan, includinga 50-
bed hospital.

He hoped that on-

Development Plans for Barkan

going government initia- priority of the current —the welfare ofits people.
tives would significantly government. He said practical
improve the provision of He emphasized that ~ steps are being taken to
basic facilities in the equitable distribution of improve healthcare, edu-
area. resources is being en- cation, and basic infra-

Speaking on the oc-  sured across the prov- structure, which are
casion, Chief Minister ince. among the
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti stated He further remarked ~ government’s top priori-
that the development of that after Dera Bugti, he ties. The Chief Minister
underdeveloped re- considers Barkhanas his also highlighted that the
gions, including second home and reaf- upcoming budget will in-
Barkhan, remains a top  firmed his commitmentto  clude projects based on

regional needs and pub-
lic welfare to accelerate
sustainable develop-
ment.

He reiterated the
government’s resolve to
expand the scope of de-
velopment initiatives in
remote districts to elimi-
nate deprivation and en-
sure access to basic ser-
vices at the doorstep of
citizens.

He concluded by
stating that the govern-
ment believes in bal-
anced  development
across all regions of
Balochistan and is utiliz-
ing all available re-
sources to achieve this
goal. Barkan develop-
ment news, CM Sarfaraz
Bugti meeting,
Balochistan budget
plans, Koh ¢ Suleman
division development,
50 bed hospital Barkhan,
public welfare projects
Pakistan, regional devel-
opment Balochistan, in-
frastructure projects

arkhan

DC Jafarabad Reviews NGO
Performance, Calls for Transparency
and Local Employment Opportunities

across the district, along

Commissioner
Jatarabad Khalid Khan
chaired an important
meeting to review the
coordination, perfor-
mance, and progress of
NGOs operating in the
district.

Representatives of s

various NGOs attended
the meeting and pro-
vided detailed briefings
on their ongoing welfare
projects and develop-
ment initiatives.

The session in-
cluded a comprehensive
review of social and de-
velopmental activities

with discussions on pro-
posals to further im-
prove perromance and

ities
in Jafarabad are be-
ing closely monitored to
ensure fransparency
and efficiency in public
welfare projects.

He emphasized that
NGO leadership must
focus on creating em-
ployment opportunities

|

at the local level and
give priority to hiring
Tocal residents to
strengthen the district’s
economy.

He funher directed
all NGOs to establish
their offices within
Jafarabad district to en-
sure direct access for the
public and facilitate
prompt resolution of

Ly
missioner warned that
strict monitoring will
continue and any negl
gence will not be toler-
ated.
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Pakistan, Saudi Arabia sign agreement to extend $3bn deposit

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia on Fri-
day signed an agree-
ment to extend a $3 bil-
lion deposit from the
Saudi Fund for Develop-
‘ment (SFD).

Saudi Arabia, earlier
this week, pledged an ad-
ditional $3 billion in de-
posits for Pakistan and
extended its existing
$5bn facility fora further
three years.

“The agreement,
signed between the
Saudi Fund for Develop-
‘ment (SFD) and the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
provides for the exten-
sion in the maturity of a
USD 3 billion deposit
placed by SFD with the
State Bank of Pakistan,”
said a post on X by the
Ministry of Finance.

The ministry said
that the agreement was
signed between SBP
Governor Jameel Ahmed
and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the SFD Sultan
bin Abdulrahman Al-
Marshad.

Minister for Fi-
nance and Muhammad
Aurangzeb witnessed
the signing of an impor-
tant financial agreement  IMF Spring Mccung>
in Washington, DC, in The ministry added
the presence of thatthe extonsion of the
Pakistan’s ambassador deposit reflects “strong
to the United States. and longstanding eco-

The development nomic partnership be-
took place on the side- tween Pakistan and the
lines of the World Bank- Kingdom of Saudi

central bank aj
nounced an addmona]
$3bn deposit”.

“This assistance
aims at supporting
Pakistan’s economy and
strengthening its resil-
ience amidst evolving

‘Arabia” and will support
the country’s external
sector stability.

On Thursday, the
Saudi Press Agency also
reported that Saudi
Arabia had extended the
$5bn deposit with the

gets.

The development
comes at a sensitive time
for the country’s exter-
nal account position,
which is already under
strain from rising global
oil prices and economic
spillovers linked to ten-
sions in the Middle East.

According to offi-
cial figures, Pakistan’s
foreign exchange re-
serves stood at $16.4bn
as of March 27, suffi-
cient to cover close to
three months of imports.

However, the repay-
ment requirement from
the UAE has added
fresh pressure on the
country’s external buff-
ers.

In March
Islamabad failed to s
cure an agreement with
the UAE to roll over the
$3.5bn facility,

marking the first
such failure in seven
years, and raising con-
cerns about near-term fi-
nancing gaps.

Pakistan’s foreign
exchange position,
though under pressure,
remains part of a broader
stabilisation effort under
IMF-supported reforms.

Analysts say exter-
nal financing risks re-
main a key vulnerability,
particularlyamid volatiie
energy prices and con-
strained global capital
markets.

global economic chal-
Tenges, and comes in 2
cordance with the
leadership’s directives
to strengthen

the bonds of broth-
erhood between the two
countries, affirming the

kingdom’s commitment
to fostering the eco-
nomic growth of Paki-
stan, which is expected
to reflect positively on
the living condilions of
Pakistani citizens,” it
said.

Pakistan will report-
edlyreturn a $3.5bn loan
to the UAE this month,
putting pressure on its
reserves and risking
breaches of its Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) programme tar-

Auto financing rises to Rs345bn

NEWSDESK:
Geop-oli-ti-cal ten-
sions  have not
da--mpened the hopes
of new car buyers, as
outstanding auto loans
surged for the 16th
consecutive mon--th
to Rs345.34 billion in
March, up from
Rs336bn in February,

As the Middle
East war got under-
way from Feb 28, im-
port of completely and
semi-knocked down
kits by the local as-
semblers remained
upbeat,

rising to $170m in
March from $157m in
February, while its

momentum in auto
sales during 2026, sup-
ported by lower inter-
est rates,

while rising petro-
leum prices have also
prompted many con-
sumers

to switch to new
electric vehicles in
March and in the cur-

year on year (YoY)
but down 9pc month
on month (MoM) due
to a 23pc MoM drop
in sales of

the market leader
Pak Suzuki, followed
by a nine per cent
MoM drop in Hyundai
Nishat vehicles in
March.

thanks to lower inter- Other assemblers 9MFY26 import bill rent month.

est rates. posted MoM growth swelled by 116pc to Ajeet Kumar of’
However, sales of ranging from Ipc to $1.471bnYoY,signal- BMA Capital

cars, sports utility ve- 29pc. ling positive sales out- Manage-ment said the

hicles, This took look in the coming MoM decline in

9MFY26 cumulative
sales to 144,029 units,
up 43pc YoY.

March auto sales was
driven by fewer work-
ing days due to the
Ramadan and Eid
Holidays.

The geopolitical
climate may have also
affected the industry’s
supply chain, affecting
sales durmg the pe-

riod.

months.
Some auto ana-
lysts predict positive

pick-ups and vans
totalled 15,531 units in
March, up 40 per cent

Expecting  a
gradual normalisation
in auto sales with vol-
umes recovering to-
ward more sustainable
levels,

he said near-term
momentum may re-
main subdued due to
the economic fallout
from the Iran-US con-
flict, which has height-
ened inflationary pres-
sures

Aurangzeb lauds Beijing’s support for
Pakistan’s IMF programme during
meeting with Chinese counterpart

NEWS DESK:Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb appreciated
China’s support in facili-

ter outlined Pakistan’s
medium-term strategy to
re-access i
capital markets,

The finance minis-
ter conveyed Pakistan’s
“full and iti

played by China’s Ex-
ecutive Director at the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in facilita-

support” for the estab-

tating Pakistan’s en- ing Pakistan’s lishment of the Shanghai identifying key in-
gagements with the In- programme engage- Cooperation struments under active
ternational Monetary ments, the C (SCO) De- including a
Fund (IMF) ina meeting ~ said.According to the velopment Bank, Eurobond and a dollar-
with his Chinese coun- ministry, Aurangzeb panicularlyas Paki- settled rupee-linked

briefed his Chinese
counterpart on
Pakistan’s performance
under the IMF
programme.

He highlighted the
successful conclusion of
a staff-level agreement
for the third review un-
der the Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) and the
second review under the
Resilience and

terpart, the finance min-
istry said on Friday.
Aurangzeb arrived
in the United States on
Monday to participate in
the World Bank Group
and International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) Spring
Meetings 2026, taking
place from April 13 to 18
in Washington, DC.
The Spring Meet-
ings bring together fi-

bond, as part of efforts
to diversify financing
sources,” the ministry
said.

He also provided an
overview —of tl
government’s response
to the ongoing regional
crisis, it added,

noting that mea-
sures had been taken to
secure supply chains
and implement full price

stan prepares to assume
the SCO presidency in
September, the state-
ment added.

He also expressed
appreciation for the con-
tinued support extended
by China’s executive di-
rectors at both the IMF
and the World Bank.

Separately, the fi-
nance minister held a
meeting with representa-

nance ministers, central - Sustainability Facility tives of global rating pass-through, sup-
bank governors, (RSF), with approval agency Moody’s on the ported by targeted digi-
policymakers and devel- ~from the IMF’s executive ~ sidelines of the Spring ~tal subsiies for vulner-
opment experts from board expected in early Meetings. able segments of the
around the world amid May. He briefed the rep-  population.

ongoing global eco- Aurangzeb also res. i on Aurangzeb also met
nomic uncertainty. provided an update on the governor of the

‘While there, the fi-
nance minister held an
important meeting with
China’s Finance Minis-
ter Lan Fo’an on the
sidelines of the meet-
ings, the ministry said in
a statement on X.

During the meeting,
he expressed deep ap-
preciation for C|
“Jong-standing and un-
wavering bilateral sup-
port” to Pakistan, as well
as the constructive role

the  progress  of nancing position, noting
that the country has
successfully met its Eu-
robond repayment obli-
gations and continues to
honour all creditor com-
mitments on schedule.
He highlighted the
financial support ex-
tended by Saudi Arabia,
which is expected to fur-

Peaple’s Bank of China,
Dr Pan Gongsheng,
where he expressed ap-
preciation for China’s
continued support for
Pakistan.

He provided an up-
date on Pakistan’s plans
for its inaugural Panda
bond issuance and re-
quested expedited ap-
proval from the National
Association of Financial
Market Institutional In-
vestors (NAFMII).

Pakistan’s inaugural
e, as

Panda bond issuanc
part of efforts to di
sify financing sources
and deepen engagement
with international capital
markets.

He further appreci-
ated Minister Lan’s
acknowledgement of
Pakistan’s active role in strengthen
facilitating dialogue and ~ Pakistan’s external posi-
promoting stability in tion.
the region.

“The finance minis-

Textile exports drop 7.06pc

NEWSDESK: The PBS data Yarn  exports clothes dipped 8.60pc.
Pakistan’s textile and showed exports of surged 8.32pc YoY in Oil imports fall
clothing exports fell readymade garments March FY26. Pakistan’s oil im-

7.06 per cent in March
compared with the
same month last year,
marking a second con”
secutive monthly de-
cline and signalling
weakemng global de-

dipped 6.18pc in value
and 4.95pc in quantity
during March FY26,
while knitwear dipped
14.27pc in value and
28.42pc in quantity.
Bedwear  dipped
6.21pc in value and
2.98pc in quantity.

briefrecovery in Janu- Towel exports
ary, when the sector s]lghl]y increased by
posted a modest year- 1.26pc in value and
on-year increase of 4.98pc in quantity in
3.14pc, according to March FY26,
data released by the whereas cotton cloth

The exports of port bill also recorded
made-up articles, ex- a5.85pc decline in the
cluding towels, de- first nine months (July
creased by 2. 55pc to March) of FY26,
while tents, canvas, falling to $11.245bn
and Lirpdulm increased  from $11.945bn in the
by 41.07pc in March. same period last year.

Imports of syn- The slight de-
thetic fibre decreased crease reflects a
26.33pc, and the ar-  slump in demand, par-
rival of synthetic and ticularly for petroleum
artificial silk yarn rose products.
by 11.78pc in March. Data showed a
TImport ofraw cot-  7.45pc decline in the
declined by value of petroleum

The fall follows a

Pal n Bureau of declined by 1.30pc in  65.83pc. products, buta 2.45pc

Statistics on Thursday. value but surged by However, the im- rise in quantity during
The contraction 3.43pc in quantity. port of second-hand 9IMFY26.

highlights the volatility

facing one of the
country’s key export
industries, where frag-
ile external demand
and high domestic
costs continue to limit
sustained growth. Ex-
port proceeds from the
sectors have recorded
a negative growth
since October.

The exports fell by
8.56pc in December,
2.57pc in November
and 0.57pc in October.

Data show that
textile and clothing ex-
ports fell slightly to
$1.328bn in March
2026 from $1.430bn in
March 2025.

Big industry grows 5.89pc in 8MFY26

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s garments production in  8MFY26, driven by a
Large-Scale Manufac- the past five months 62.29pc surge in jeep
turing (LSM) sector from the previous and car production, fol-
posted a year-on-year month’s  sluggish lowed bya88.79pc surge
growth of 5.89 per cent growth indicates a re- in truck production, and
in July-February 2025- vival in export orders a 37.21pc surge in bus
26, from the sector. production.

Coke and petroleum However, LCV pro-
products surged 11.98pc  duction declined by
in 8MFY26. Most petro-  2.43pc during the first
leum products posted eight months of the cur-
positive production rent fiscal year compared
growth during the witha yearago.
months under review. he production of
Petrol production rose pharmaceutical prod-
13.51pc, high-speed die- ucts dipped by 4.94pc,
sel by 19.72pc. and fertilisers by 0.15pc.

The LPG produc- Iron and steel produc-
tion jumped 12.96pc, tion declined 5.70pc in
kerosene by 10.39pc 8MFY26.
during SMFY26. Billets/ingots,

However, furnace mostly consumed in the
oil outputdipped 2.08pc.  construction industry,

The automobile experienced a 15.03pc
sector grew 61.66pc in decline.

However, tea
blended declined by
9.64pc.

Month-on-month
output shrinks 8.97pc in
Februal
The overall textile
sector grcw a pdllry
1.61pc

Cotton yam in-
creased by 2.23pe, while
cotton cloth rose by
0.20pc, accounting for
more than 80pc of the
textile sector.

The primary cause
of the slowdown in pro-
duction was a slight de-
cline in export unit value
amid lower demand for
textiles.

Garment exports
grew by 7.16pc YoY in
SMFY

Industrial produc-
tion in February grew
6.45pc YoY, according to
figures released by the
Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics on Tuesday.

owever,
month-on-month b

the LSM recorded a
negative growth of
8.97pc in February.

Industrial output
has rebounded over the
past five consecutive
months, following the
previous month’s slug-
gish growth. July 2025
saw robust growth of
8.99pc, which deceler-
ated to 0.54pc in August,
then slightly reversed to

.69pc in September,
8.33pc_in October,
10.37pc in December, and
10.5pcin January.

The food group
grew 5.26pc in SMFY26.
Wheat and rice milling
rose by 2.32pc.

Wheat and rice mill-
ing increased substan-
tially during the period
under review, owing pri-
‘marily to improved crop
harvests.

However, cooking
oil production increased
by 2.95pc, while veg-
efable ghee production
fell by 2.48pc.
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Kings’ misery deepens as United climb to second in PSL

NEWS DESK:Karachi
Kings suffered their
third consecutive defeat
in the HBL Pakistan Su-
per League on Thursday
night as Islamabad
United chased down a
modest 151-run target
with eight wickets and
four overs to spare here
at (he National Bank Sta-

Thc victory pro-
pelled United to second
place in the PSL stand-
ings, while the home
side’s campaign contin-
ued to unravel, leaving
their playoff hopes
hanging by a thread.

Putin to bat first on
a tricky surface that of-
fered grip for spinners,
Kings could only post
150-6.

Reeza Hendricks
played the anchor’s role
with an unbeaten 51 off
44balls (four fours), but
regular wickets at the
other end prevented any
momentum from build-
ing.

Saad Baig fell early
for six, flicking Richard
Gleeson to deep square.
Fellow opener Jason
Roy provided a brisk
start, smashing 39 off 27
balls with three fours
and twossixes, including
a flat sweep off Imad
‘Wasim over backward
square and a gorgeous
cut past cover.

He timed the ball

sweetly until Shadab
Khan deceived him with
a quicker leg-break, in-
ducing a straightfor-
ward catch at long-off in
the ninth over.

Hendricks held the
innings together amid
the collapse.

Salman Ali Agha

(four) and Azam Khan
(34 off 29, three fours
and a six) tried to accel-
erate but found the
United bowlers in excel-
lent rhythm.

Azam fell to a su-
perb diving catch by
Sameer Minhas off
Gleeson, while Khushdil

Shah and Moeen Ali (8)
departed in quick suc-
cession.

Gleeson was the
pick of the attack with 2-
22, mixing yorkers and
cutters effectively.

Shadab claimed 2-
28, intelligently using
flight and variations to

debutant sensation
Sameer Minhas forged a
blistering 93-run opening
stand in just 10 overs
that effectively sealed
the contest.

Sameer, the rising
star, lit up the stadium
with a sparkling 36-ball
58 laced with 10 bound-
aries.

back-foot punches and
a thunderous pull off
Khushdil to deep
midwicket.

The pair milked
singles intelligently
while pouncing on loose

immense
Sameer fell just short of
a bigger score, stumped
off Moeen Ali for 58, but
by then the asking rate
was under control.
Shadab then took

pressure.

ie punished any-
thing short or wide with
authority — an attrac-
tive square drive off Mir
Hamza, back-to-back
fours off Salman (includ-
ing a swivel pull to deep
midwicket), and a regal
inside-out drive through
covers off Khushdil
Shah.

He stepped down
the track to loft
Khushdil over the
bowler’s head and
brought up his fifty with
aflicked single.

His aggressive yet
composed a c
blending clas
with innovative shots
like the reverse flick off
Adam Zampa.

Conway comple-
mented him perfectly
with a measured yet flu-
ent 53 not out off 36 (six
fours and a six).

He opened his ac-
count with a square
drive and kept the
scoreboard ticking with
clever placement.

His standout mo-
‘ments included powerful

over. He provided the
finishing  flourish,

smashing an inside-out
six over long-off off
Zampa and two more
maximums off Hasan Ali
— one a lofted six over
long-on and another
backed by a fierce four
over third man.

He remained un-
beaten on 31 off 16 balls.

Conway brought up
his fifty with a whippy
pull oft Abbas Afridi that
raced to the deep square
boundary, sealing vic-
tory in style.

Kings” bowling
lacked penetration.
Hamza, Hasan Ali and
Zampa went for plenty,
while the spinners were
unable to stem the flow
of boundaries.

The Moeen-led
side looked passive, fail-
ing to take the game on
despite a long batting
line-up.

push batters out of their
comfort zones.

Faheem Ashraf and
Mohammad Hasnain
also kept things tight
with variations.

The surface ap-
peared two-paced at
times, and Kings’ middle
order struggled to find

boundaries consistently.

Their powerplay
score of 45-1 looked
promising, but the inabil-
ity to capitalise later
proved costly.

In reply, United
made light work of the
chase.

Devon Conway and

‘World Anti-Doping Agency targets India’s
performance-enhancing drugs production

try to destroy this mar- PEDs seized. know it’s not only about
ket and to really protect “We are here be- the doping of the ath-
the lives of athletes and cause India is the big- letes.”

the health of society,” t population (1.4 bil- Younger, a former
added the 41-year-old lion) and we sechowim- head of the Bavarian
Pole. WADA has been portant it is for the In- Police s Cybercrime Di-
aggressive in curbing dian authori and we n, said to strike a
the doping crisis with see the need to blow against the doping
their Global Anti-Doping = strengthen the system menace the focus
Intelligence and Investi- here — it’s a common should be shifted from
gations Network interest,” Gunter athletes to the supplier
(GAIIN) initiative since  Younger, head of inves- ofthe PEDs.

2022. ligdliuns for WADA, “We always focus
told AF' on testing, and the
whole infrastructure in
the last 25 years the anti-
doping community was
focusing on testing, and
it was okay in the begin-

crack-

‘mance-enhancing drugs
(PEDs) production
the biggest globally

is key to tackling the
doping menace and pro-
tect the athletes, World
Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) chief Witold
Banka told AFP on
Thursday.

Banka and his team
have been in New Delhi
as part of their push to
build stronger ties with
national law and order
agencies including
cyber crime cells to help

An_INTERPOL-
backed “operation up-
stream” has been a suc-
cess for WADAwith 250
raids around the world,
88 illicit labs dismantled

Aot now I see the
appetite and willingness
from the public author-
ityside (in India) to work
with us closely to ad-

uphold the credibility of and almost 90 tons of dress this issue. We
professional sport.
WADA has sought
help from India’s Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI)— federal police—
to curtail the initial sup-
ply chain of racketeers
and agents who peddle
drugs.
“We see the prob-
lem of production of per-
formance-enhancing
drugs (PEDs), India is
the biggest producer of
those illegal sub-
stances,” said Banka.
“That’s why we col-
laborate with the CBI,
with law enforcement, to

ning.

NEWSDESK:
Hyderabad Kingsmen
continued their winning
run in PSL 2026 with a
five-wicket victory over
Rawalpindiz on Thurs-
day, chasing down a
modest target with 21
balls to spare after an
outstanding bowling
display restricted their
opponents to 121.

The win marked
Kingsmen’s third con-
secutive triumph and
lifted them two places to
fourth in the eight-team
standings, strengthen-
ing their push fora play-
off berth. Rawalpindiz,
meanwhile, remained
bottom of the table after
suffering their sixth
straight defeat, carrying  visitors home.

a negative net run rate Perera finished un-
of 1.821. beaten on 32 off 24 balls,
On a surface that while Irfan contributed
i 34 not out from 29 deliv-
eries. The pair came to-
gether afier the dismiss-
als of Marnus
Labuschagne, who
made 32 off 21, and
Glenn Maxwell, who fell
for a golden duck in the
space of three deliveries.

Despite the set-
backs, Kingsmen were
aided by the low re-
quired rate, needing just
53 runs from 64 balls
when Irfan arrived at the
crease.

The duoinitially fo-
cused on strike rotation,
working the ball into
gaps and waiting for
scoring opportunities as
the pitch continued to
grip.Once settled, both
batters began to accel

to ease the pressure and
complete the chase with-
out further alarms.
Rawindpindiz had
earlier started brightly
with the ball. Left-arm
spinner Asif Afridi deliv-
ered a tight opening
spell in the powerplay,
conceding only 10 runs
in three overs while re-
moving Maaz Sadaqat
and Saim Ayub, the lat-
ter falling in a wicket
maiden.Fast bowler
Mohammad Amir added
to_the pressure by dis-
missing Usman Khan at
midwicket before the
end of the powerplay,
triggering celebrations
among the home sup-
porters and briefly rais-
ing hopes of a major
upset.However,
Kingsmen’s innings
unxa\'c]lcd in the middle
phase as wickets contin-

chored briefly before
being trapped Ibw by
Saad Masood off the fi-

nal ball of the ninth over.
Maxwell’s dismissal fol-
lowed immediately, as
Ben Sears produced a
sharp delivery that shat-
tered the stumps and ex-
posed the middle order.

Earlier
Rawindpindiz’s own in-
nings never gained mo-
mentum under sus-
tained pressure from
Kingsmen’s bowling at-
tack. Mohammad
Rizwan struck a couple
of carly boundaries off|

lohammad Ali, but scor-
ing quickly became dif-
ficult as wickets fell at
regular intervals.

The introduction of
spin from the second
over choked the run rate,
with Ayub and Hassan
Khan maintaining tight

Kingsmen’s bowlers set
up the victory with d
ciplined lines and clever
variations.
Rawalpindiz
struggled throughout
the innings and never
recovered from early
damage, eventually
posting a below-par to-
tal  that proved
insufficient. Kingsmen’s
chase was far from
straightforward, how-
ever, as they were forced
to rebuild after slipping
to 69 for five.
Rawalpindiz briefly
raised hopes of an up-
set, but an unbroken 54-
run stand between
Perera and Irfan

Kusal
Khan steadied the in-
nings and guided the

ued to fall.
Labuschagne an-

erate, finding bound-
aries in the latter stages

control through the
middle overs.

Bayern’s late show sink Real, Arsenal
scrape past Sporting to reach CL semis

NEWS DESK:Late
strikes from Luis Diaz
and Michael Olise sealed
a dramatic 4-3 win for
Bayern Munich over
Real Madrid on Wednes-
day, clinching a 64 ag-
gregate victory and set-
fing up a semi-final with

control — and then
managed to win it in the
end. It wasn’t our best
performance, but we’ll
take the win.

“The two best
teams in Europe will face
cach other. We had many
top level games against

I'm

and Bayern pushed for-
ward, Diaz blasting into
the corner from outside
the box after a crucial
deflection.

With Real pressing
for an equaliser, Olise
curled in a magnificent
shot to rubberstamp

or an unbelievable pass.
“] s case it was
two great finishes by
Lucho (Diaz) and
Michael (Olise), to finish
the game off for us, and
that’s what the Champi-
ons League is about.

“Sometimes, you

holders Paris St- Bayern’s ticket to the can be the dominant Paris in recent years.
Germain. last four and keep alive team and lose, soit’s nice looking forward to it.”

In the other last- their quest foraseventh to get through and win The defeat for Real
cight tie on Wednesday, European crown. They ~this one.” effectively ended their
Arsenal edged past will head to Luis Tempers season as they look set

boiled
over after the fina
whistle with Guler pick-
ing up a straight red for
confrummg the referee.

Sporting to reach the
semi-finals for the sec-
ond successive season
with a 0-0 home draw

Enrique’s PSG at the end
of the month.

“I think even in the
last 20 minutes of the

to finish without a major
trophy for the second
year running. Barcelona
hold a nine-point lead in

earningthem a 1-0 aggre-  game I felt like we were ‘e got off to a La Liga and Real suf-
gate victory. the team trying to makc bad start, and then con- fereda shock last-16 exit
At the Allianz something happen,” ceded again through a in the Copadel Rey.

free-kick and a counter.
The first half was hec-
* Joshua Kimmich

told DAZN.
“The second half
was calmer, we had more

Arena, the tie was level
at the break in the sec
ond legafter a scintillat-
ing opening half, with
record 15-time European
champions Real going
ahead three times on the
night.

Bayern won 2-1 last
week in the Spanish capi-
tal, but Arda Guler
pounced on a loose
Manuel Neuer pass to
put the visitors ahead
after just 34 seconds at
the Allianz Arena.

He scored again
from a free-kick after
Aleksa-ndar Pavlovic

Kane told reporters.

“They started to
tirea little bu and it just
sometimes takes a mo-
ment, amoment of magic,
an unbelievable finish,

“I feel for them (the
players), for the effort
they made. It hurts,”
coach Alvaro Arbeloa
told Movistar. “I'm very
proud.

equalised.
Harry Kane put
Bayern back ahead in the

tic only for Kylian
Mbappe to restore par-
ity overall when he put
Real 3-2 up before half-
time.
Eduardo
Camavinga was sent off
for a second yellow card
with four minutes left

Messi new owner of Spanish
ﬁfth—tler club Cornella

NEWS DESK:Lionel
Messi has bought
Catalan club Cornella
and become the
team’s new owner,
the Spanish fifth-tier
side announced on
Thursday.

The cight-time
Ballon d’Or winner is
still playing in the
United States for In-
ter Miami and is ex-
pected to play a key
role in Argentina’s
World Cup title de-
fence this year.

“This move rein-
forces Messi’s close
ties to Barcelona and
his commitment to the
development of sport
and local talent in
Catalonia,” the club
said in a statement
confirming the former
Barcelona star’s ac-
quisition.

Several top play-
ers have come through
the ranks at Cornella,
including Arsenal
goalkeeper David

Cornella added.
“The project is
guided by a long-term
vision and a strategic
plan that combines
ambition, sustainab
and a strong connec-
tion to its local roots.”

the beginning of a new
chapter in the club’s
history, aimed at driv-
ing both sporting and
mmtutwnal growth,

in the past its foun-
two seasons.“Leo dations, and continuing
Messi’s arrival marks to invest in talent,”

Raya and Messi’s
former Barca team-
mate Jordi Alba.
Cornella has suf-
fCrLd back-to-back
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Govt admits up to seven hours of power outages

NEWS DESK:Power
Minister Awais Leghari
on Thursday confirmed
six to seven hours o
load management — al-
most three times higher
than the government’s
public commitment
citing a sudden surge in
demand, non-availabil-
ity of imported gas and
lower water discharges
for irrigation.

Speaking at a news
conference, the minister
said power shortfalls had
been caused by disrup-
tions to LNG imports due
tothe Middle East crisis
and by lower provincial
irrigation water require-
ments, both of which he
said were beyond the
government’s control.

However, he in-
sisted that the govern-
‘ment was making every
possible effort to
minimise both outages
and potential tariff in-
creases arising from the
use of expensive alter-
native fuels.

In this regard, he
said the government had
even postponed mainte-
nance of nuclear power
plants for a few weeks,
with no scheduled shut-
downs until July.

He added that all
available resources had
been mobilised, includ-
ing diplomatic channels,
to secure fuel supplies
throughalternative LNG
sourcing and diversion
of local gas, while ensur-
ingadequate availability
for fertiliser production.

The minister said
the country also wit-
nessed unusual fluctua-
tions in demand this
month due to weather
conditions, with the
lowest demand of
9,000MW on April 9 and
apeak 0f20,000MW six
days later, on April 15.

He said the situa-

tion would slightly im-
prove in a day as dis-
charges from dams had
been increased by 15,000
cusecs t025,000 cusecs,
which would help en-
hance hydropower gen-
eration.

On the other side of
the equation, hydro-
power sou-rces pro-

vided 3,200MW and
3,000MW from liquefied
natural gas imports, lead-
ing to minuscule genera-
tion from furnace oil be-
cause it had a significant
fuel-cost impact.

his year, however,
all LNG-based plants
with a capacity of
6,000MW remain mostly

idle due to LNG import
disruptions caused by
the Middle East war.
‘While LNG-based
plants provide no more
than SO0MW and that
t0o on local gas, hydro-
power supply also stood
at 1,600MW, because of
recent rains that replaced
water discharges from

dams for irrigation.
This meant, he
claimed, that there
would have been no
power shortfall if LNG-
based and hydropower
plants had been operat-
ing, as the current short-
fall was around
3,400MW.
“Every 500-600MW

sho-rtfall translates into
one-hour load manage-
ment and therefore the
government was forced
to have six to seven
hours of average load
management without
any discrimination be-
tween urban and rural
areas,” he said, adding
that the load manage-
ment schedule was eq-
uitable.

He claimed that
there was no load man-
agement during the day-
time, when demand gen-
erally remained low and
there was sufficient gen-
eration capacity avail-
able.

He appealed to con-
sumers to conserve
power to sail through an
international crisis.

He added that de-
spite shortcomings at
present, Pakistan’s di-
verse energy sources
like coal, solar, wind,
nuclear and others are
also a strength, which
provides resilience in
times of crisis, other-
wise, the situation
would have been even
worse than at present.

Mr Leghari said the
early market closures en-
forced by the govern-
ment had also helped
shave about 1,200-
1,400MW peak demand;
otherwise, the load man-
agement would have
been higher by another
two hours.

The minister did
not agree with a ques-
tioner that LNG from

Qatar may not be avail-
able for the next three
years and claimed that
Some supplies were pos-
sible by mid-May.

He said spot pur-
chases were not pos-
sible at the moment be-
cause of the war’s impact
and unaffordable prices,
as imports of petrol and
diesel were already fac-
ing foreign exchange
constraints due to
higher import prices.

He conceded that
cheaper and greater gen-
eration capacity in the
south could not be
utilised in the north for
some transmission cor
straint
tem >lab|hly issues aris-
ing

out of the non-
availability of LNG-
based generation capac-
ity in the mid-country
and that was why there
was no load manage-
ment in Karachi and
Hyderabad power sup-
ply areas, except some
economic load manage-
ment by K-Electric in
high-loss areas.

With these load
management efforts, the
minister said the positive
fuel cost adjustment
next month would be
around Rs1.3 per unit,
compared to Rs1.8 per
unit a couple of months
ago;

otherwise, fuel
costs would have risen
significantly with full
utilisation of furnace oil-
and diesel-based plants.

Pakistan sets the stage for
next round of talks

NEWS DESK:

ef of
Army Staff and Chief of
Defence Forces Field
Marshal Syed Asim
Munir on Thursday held
a series of high-level
meetings in Tehran with
Tran's top political and
military leadership,

cluding  President
Masoud P ian, as

tance of maintaining mo-
mentum in ongoing dip-
lomatic and backchannel
engagements.

The meetings are
being seen as part of
Pakistan's intensifying
diplomatic push to facili-
tate renewed dialogue
between Tehran and

agreeing to enhance co-
operation in key sectors
including security, de-
fence, and energy, while
emphasising the impor-
tance of ensuring unin-
terrupted global energy
supplies amid_ongoing
tensions.Officials said
the flurry of diplomatic
in Tehran

part of Islamabad's ef-
forts to lay the ground-
work for the next round
of Iran-US talks expected
in Islamabad.

During the visit,
Field Marshal Munir
called on President
Pezeshkian and di.
cussed the evolving re-
gional situation, with a
particular focus on de-
escalation efforts and
the importance of sus-
tained diplomatic en-
gagement.

Both sides ex-
changed views on pro:

pects for peace and sta-
bility in the region and
underscored the need
for continued coordina-
tion to reduce tensions.
In a parallel set of
engagements, the army
chief met Iranian Parlia-
ment Speaker
Mohammad ~ Bager
Ghalibafand senior com-
manders of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC), including
the head of the Khatam
al-Anbiya Central Head-

s
the Iranian military lead-
ership focused on steps
taken under the emerg-
ing framework aimed at
ending hostilities. Field
Marshal Munir also
shared insights from b
recent interactions in
Tehran, while both sides
deliberated on the
broader regional secu-
rity environment.

He emphasised that
efforts aimed at ending
the conflict and reduc-
ing tensions must be
pursued with consis
tency and seriousnes

highlighting the impor-

has increasingly posi-
tioned itselfas a key in-
termediary amid height-
ened regional volatility.

Pakistan's role has
also received rare pub-
lic endorsement from
Washington. A day ear-
lier, the White House ac-
knowledged Islamabad's
mediation efforts, with
Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt stafing that
President Donald
Trump viewed Pakistan
as the primary channel
for engagement with
Iran.She noted that

while several
had offered assistance,
the United States pre-
ferred to continue its
outreach thmug] Paki-
stan,  describing
Tslamabad as an "effec-
tive and trusted media-
tor" that had helped
bring both sides closer
toa potential agreement.
Meanwhile, on the
diplomatic front, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
arrived in Doha on
Thursday and held an
extensive meeting with
Qatar's Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani.The two leaders
discussed the evolving
tuation in the Middle

and regional stability.

The Qatari leader-
ship  appreciated
Pakistan's constructive
role in promoting dia-
logue, while Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz reaffirmed
au]lddnty with Qatar and

and Doha reflects a co-
ordinated Pakistani el
fort to build consensus
and create conducive
conditions for the re-
sumption of meaningful
Iran-US

LHC upholds govt’s policy abolishing free electricity
units for power sector employees

NEWS DESK:The
Lahore High Court has
upheld the federal
government’s policy to
monetise free electricity
units for officers of the
Water and Power Devel-
opment  Authority
(Wapda) and power dis-
tribution companies, it
emerged on Friday.

As per the ruling,
the benefit was a non-
statutory service perk
and could be lawfully al-
tered as part of adminis-
trauve and financial re-

Juslicc Malik Javid

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday arrived in
Tiirkiye on an official
visit to attend the Sth
Antalya Diplomacy

Igbal Wains
the verdict dismissing a
constitutional petition
challenging a notifica-
tion issued by the Min-
istry of Energy (Power
Division) on December

Forum. The Governor of | 52023,

Antalya, Hulusi Sahin,
warmly received the
prime minister and the
Pakistani delegation at

sador to Turk:ye Yusar
Junaid, alongwith senior
diplomatic officials, was
also present on the oc-
casion.

The prime minister
will attend the Sth
Antalya Diplomacy Fo-
Tum tomorrow.

During the forum,
the prime minister will
participate in the "Lead-
ers Panel" to present
Pakistan's perspective.

On this occasion,
bilateral meetings of the
prime minister are also
expected with President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and other key global
leaders.

Deputy Prime Mir
ister and Foreign Minis-
ter Senator Ishaq Dar,
Muinister for Information
and  Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar, Special
Assistant Tariq Fatemi,
and the Prime Ministers

spokesperson for inter-
national media

The impugned noti-
fication introduced a
policy to monetise free
electricity units previ-
ously provided to offic-
ers in BPS-17 and above
working in Wapda and
ex-Wapda entities, in-
cluding distribution and
generation companies.
Previously, officers
from BPS-18 to 22 were
given a total of 75 mil-
Tion units of electricity
collectively, costing up
lc]|1R>4 -4.5 billion annu-
a
Under the policy,
officers are now required
to pay electricity bills,
while a fixed monetary

amount— based on ear-
lier entitled units — has
been incorporated into
their pay.

The petitioner —
Gujranwala Electric
Power Company Engi-
neers & Officers Ass
ciation — through its
chairman, had argued
that free clcumny units
formed part of their ser-
vice conditions and had
been consistently en-
joyed since their
induction.Senior lawyer
Ramzan Chaudhry repre-
sented the association
during the proceedings
and argued that the with-
drawal of the facility was
illegal, discriminatory
and unconstitutional,
particularly as lower-
grade employees (BPS-
1 to 16) continued to re-

ceive the benefit.

However, Assistant
Attorney General Malik
Tanvir Awan defended
the federal
government’s policy,
stating that the move
was aimed at financial
rationalisation of the
power sector, which is
facing severe chal-
lenges, including circu-
lar debt and operational
losses.

He maintained that
the facility had not been
withdrawn but merely
converted into a mon-
etary component to
streamline administra-
tive processes, reduce
inefficiencies and ad-
dress issues such as de-
layed recoveries and
duplication.In his judg-
ment, Justice Wains

frameda as
whether free c]cclnuly
units constituted a
vested or statutory right
enforceable through
constitutional
jurisdiction. The judge
ruled that the facility of
free electricity units was
a service-linked privi-
lege, not a statutory or
vested right.

No legal provision
or statutory rule was pre-
sented to establish the
benefit as an enforceable
entitlement, the judg-
ment said.

In the judgment,
Justice Wains observed
that the monetisation
policy was a legitimate
executive decision,
taken as part of broader
financial restructuring
and did not suffer from

3

gal a
Rejecting claims of
discrimination, he held
that officers in BPS-17
and above constitute a
distinct cadre and that
differential treatment
based on reasonable
classification does not
violate constitutional
guarantees.

Justice Wains con-
cluded that economic
and fiscal policy deci-
sions fell within the
executive’s domain and
courts cannot substitute
their judgment unless a
clear constitutional vio-
lation is demonstrated.

The judgment cau-
tioned against judicial
overreach, noting, “In-
terference of this nature
would also run contrary
to the doctrine of sepa-
ration of powers.”

The judge also dis-
missed arguments that
the impugned policy
violated fundamental
rights.“Accordingly, the
impugned notification
dated Dec 5, 2023, [..]
does not warrant any in-
terference by this court
and the same is hereby
upheld,” the judgment
concluded.

Meanwhile, Power
Minister Awais Leghari
welcomed the develop-
ment in a post on X,
stressing that abolis]
ing the benefit was a

“very old and long-
qandmg demand of the
people”

Railway, Punjab govt agree to run fast train

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
Railways and Punjab
government on Thurs-
day joined hands by
signing a memorandurn
of understanding
(MoU) torun a fast train
between Lahore and
Rawalpindi and various
other trains on local
routes in a bid to trans-
form railway transport
across the province.

e MoU was
signed by Chief Minis
ter Maryam Nawaz and
Federal Minister for Rail-
ways Muhammad Hanif
Abbasi.

Under this initiative,
Pakistan’s first fast train
service will be intro-
duced between Lahore
and Rawalpindi, cover-
ing approximately 280
kilometers in just two
hours and 15 minutes.

The project aims to
modernise and expand
railway operations
across Punjab, with fast
and regional train ser-
vices to be operated
overapproximately 1415

ecent at-
tacks targeting Gulf
states.Both sides also
reviewed bilateral tics,

Musharraf Zaidi are ac-
companying the prime
minister as part of the
Pakistani delegation.

across 20 re-
gions and cight key lo-
cal routes.

Modern diesel mul-

tiple unit (DMU) trains
will be deployed on re-
gional routes, including
Shahdara to Narowal
(79km) and onward to
Sialkot (62km), Raiwind,
Kasur, Pakpattan to
Lodhran  (370km),
Sheikhupura, Jaranwala
to Shorkot (220km),
Lalamusa,

Malakwal to
Sargodha (147km),
Faisalabad via Chak
Jhumra to Shaheenabad

(68km), and the inter-
provincial corridor from
Kot Addu to Kashmore
via Dera Ghazi Khan
(303km).

Ttwill cover approxi-
mately 280km in just two
hours and 15 minutes

New locomotives
and modern passenger
coaches will be inducted
to enhance operational
efficiency and service
standare
Rd)]wdys Minister

between Lahore, Rawalpindi

Muhammad ~ Hanif
/Abbasi termed the agree-
‘ment a defining moment
for Pakistan Railways,
stating

that approximately
90 million passengers
across nine routes were
expected to benefit from
the project.

He emphasised that
the project would signifi-
cantly upgrade railway
services to align with in-
ternational standards

under the leadership and
supervision of the chief
minister.

He said that in par-
allel with service expan-
sion, Pakistan Railways
was undertaking major
infrastructure improve-
ments.

Lahore Railway Sta-
tion was being upgraded
with comprehensive
beautification and inter-
national-standard park-
ing facilities.

Advanced auto-
mated (unmanned)
safety systems were also
being introduced to re-
duce accidents and en-
hance operational safety
across the network.

He said environ-
mental sustainability
measures form an inte-
gral part of the initiative,
with over 400,000 trees
being planted along rail-
way tracks.

A40km green corri-
dor from Shahdara to
Raiwind was also being
developed to create a
modern, environmen-
tally sustainable railway
environment compa-
rable to international
benchmarks.




