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Balochistan Security, Development Reviewed at 22nd
Hardening of the State Conference in Quetta

ficials.

The high-level meeting fo-
cused on strengthening
law and order,

accelerating development
projects in Balochistan,
and ensuring the effective
use of all available re-
sources to promote sus-
tainable growth and stabil-

ity.

The leadership emphasized
close coordination be-
tween civil

and military institutions to main-
tain peace across the
province.

A detailed review of the Af-
ghan refugees repatriation
process was also con-
ducted.

The Chief Minister directed
authorities to ensure a dig-
nified, safe,

and orderly return of refugees
in line with humanitarian
principles.

Addressing the conference,
Chicf Minister Sarfraz
Bugti stated that the fo-
rum has become an effec-
tive platform for imple-
menting security strate-
gies and development ini-
tiatives.

He reiterated that delivering
the benefits of develop-
ment to the common
people of Balochistan re-
mains a key priority of the
state.

Participants paid tribute to the
sacrifices of security
forces,

police, and the people of
Balochistan, with special
recognition of martyred
Lady Constable Malik
Naz.

The meeting concluded with a
renewed commitment to
work collectively for last-
ing peace,

NEWS DESK: ening of the State Confer- Balochistan Chicf Minis- Corps Commander Ahmed Khan, provincial economic development, and a
—_— ence was held in Quetta ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti, with Balochistan Lieutenant ministers, stable future for the prov-
The 22nd meeting of the Hard- under the chairmanship of participation from the General Rahat Naseem and senior civil and security of- ince.
J 3 3 PM Shehbaz approves
Bugti Ends Job Selling, Revives 3,700 Schools to streamlining
of P3A to expedite
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Expand Education Access in Balochistan development projests
| B . .

SYED ALI SHAH,
ALI HAMZA: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
n Tuesday gave in-principle ap-
QUETTA: The Balochistan Vi proval ;10 ﬁ:r}l]herpirl;tﬁgr?;; and
government has initiated a - strengthen the Public-Private
major push to reform the edu- LLMENT cAM A ' G Partnership Authority (P3A) and
cation sector, focusing on en- ENB gs re}ated framework to sdpee;d up
rolling out-of-school children : - Ac H l EVEM ENT h?gv}?- 125:321:; ::?i‘x:‘ga“ves luring a
?:;‘n:‘iji‘g;lsngAnsot};;frulngtfu:E?Sl LESTONE According to a statement by
- - | the Prime Minister's Office
province-wide campaign, thou- ! R M‘ (PMO), PM Shehbaz chaired a
sands of children have already " - H high-level meeting in Islamabad
returned to classrooms, signal-

to accelerate development
ing a renewed commitment to projects through public-private

improving access to education. - ey 4 a . pa&ne?'hip[s (PPP) da_rlldtig‘s‘.“‘“fd
To showcase these devel- — L " authorities to expedite the imple-
opments, a high-level cer- M‘} :‘;fi?:r:mn of the newly approved

emony was held at the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat. Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti at-
tended as the chief guest,
alongside Education Minister
Rahila Hamid Durrani, Sec-
ondary Education Secretary
Lal Jan Jaffar, and senior offi-
cials.

Officials revealed that over
3,700 previously closed schools
have been reactivated across
the province. Theserevived in-
stitutions have enrolled ap-
proximately 100,000 children,
marking a significant milestone
in addressing the education
gap in Balochistan.

Addressing the gathering,
Chief Minister Bugti stressed noted that eliminating the long- ducation indis lenges remais ccording to age for enrollment
that transparency has been standing practice of selling gov- but maintained that the current education officials, a substan- The event highlighted the comparative overview of PPP
strictly upheld in the recruit- ernment jobs was one of his government is introducing tial portion of children— government’s ongoing efforts | 1 odels in various countries at
ment of more than 12,000 administration’s top priorities. meaningful reforms to reverse around 58%—are still out of to rebuild the education system | regjonal and global levels, along
teachers, claiming near-com- He further acknowledged the trend. school, largely because they and ensure wider access to | with a briefing on the proposed
plete adherence to merit. He that past shortcomings had Despite these gains, chal- have exceeded the standard schooling across Balochistan. | new system.

"Meeting decided that the
P3A would be placed under the
Privatisation Division to align its
performance with modern re-
quirements and improve eff
ciency in PPP-based projects, " it
said. The statement further adde
that the prime minister directed
that the capacity of relevant min-
istries and departments be en-
hanced to enable them to initiate
development projects through
public-private partnerships.

Premier said PPP-based
projects should be made part of
the key performance indicators
(KPIs) of ministries and depart-
‘ments, adding that “through P3A,
we were making the public-private
partnership system more trans-
parent and faster”.

"The meeting was given a
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Editorial:

In the quiet town of
Taunsa, Punjab, a si-
lent horror has claimed
the innocence of hun-
dreds of children.

Between Novem-
ber 2024 and October
2025, 331 children
tested positive for
HIV a shocking
figure that lays bare
the deep cracks in
Pakistan’s  public
healthcare system.

Eight-year-old
Mohammed Amin was
one of them.

His high fevers
were so unbearable
that he begged his
mother to let him sleep
in the pouring rain for
relief.

“It felt like he had
been thrown into boil-
ing oil,” Sughra re-
called, her voice
breaking with grief.

He pa away
shonly aﬂer his diag-

sis
Asma knell quietly and
whispered,

“He used to fight
with me, but he also
loved me.”

Tragically, soon
after her brother’s ill-

ness, Asma too was
diagnosed with HIV.
The family firmly
believes both children
contracted the virus
through contaminated
needles during routine
treatment at the gov-
ernment-run  THQ
Taunsa hospital.

The outbreak first

surfaced when a pri-

vate clinic doctor no-
ticed the alarming
spike in cases in late
2024.

Authorities prom-
ised swift action and
suspended the
hospital‘s medical su-
perintendent in March
2025. Yet a BBC Eye
investigation revealed
that unsafe practices
continued.

In 32 hours of un-
dercover filming in late

Quetta

“From Balochistan, We Report to the Worl

Here in
Balochistan, the situa-
tion remains deeply
concerning. As of De-
cember 2025, the
province has recorded
3,303 registered AIDS
cases — a sharp rise
from 2,851 the previ-
ous year.

Hundreds more
my be living with HIV
d due to
limited screening and
unsafe medical prac-

2025, reporters docu-
mented syringes being
reused on multi-dose
medicine vials on 10
separate occasions.

In four of those
cases, the same vial
was used for different
children.

Dr Allat Ahmed

“Even attaching a
new needle does not
climinate the danger.
The syringe body 1tselt
can carry the virus.”

This tragedy is not
confined to Punjab.
Pakistan as a whole is
grappling with a grow-
ing HIV crisis, wnh
over 84,000
cases nationwide and

mlcroblologm and in-
fectious disease ex-
pert, reviewed the
footage and warned:

the true figure could be
much higher.

Punjab’s Child HIV Tragedy Echoes in Balochistan

- Punjab’s

Balochistan’s 3,303 registered cases.

in government
facilities and unregu-
lated clinics
Even in the usu-
ally stable
neighbouring country
of Bhutan, HIV cases
have risen to 1,020 by
the end of 2024.
These numbers
are not mere statistics.
hey represent
shattered childhoods,
grieving  mothers,
frightened families.

Child HIV Tragedy Echoes in Balochistan

331 Children Tested Positiive for HIV in Taunsa
(Nov 2024 - Oct 2025) - BBC Eye Investigation

and a complete failure
of basic infection con-
trol — the bare mini-
mum we expect from
any healthcare system
in Pakistan.

Quetta Voice, re-
porting from the SOl]
of Balochistan, h:
ways believed in tear-
less journalism that
reaches the world.
We cannot stay silent
when children across
Pakistan are paying

with their lives for of-
ficial negligence and
systemic carelessness.

We demand im-
mediate and decisive
action:

* Anindependent,
transparent audit of
injection safety across
all government hospi-
tals in Pakistan, with
priority given to high-
risk districts in Punjab
and Balochistan.

« Strict enforce-
ment of single-use sy-
ringe policies and man-
datory training for all
healthcare staff.

* Massive expan-
sion of free HIV
screening,
antiretroviral treat-
ment, and community
awareness programs
— especially in rural
areas.

* Full account-
ability. Families de-
serve justice, not
empty promises.

The children of
Taunsa — and the vul-
nerable  families
across Balochistan
and the rest of Paki-
stan — did not de-

serve this suffering.
It is time for Pa-
kistan  to treat

healthcare as a funda-
mental right, not a
privilege.

Unsafe injections
must end. Negligence
must be punished.
Our children’s lives
must come first.

From Balochistan,
we report to the
Wor]d Enough is
enough.

How Al Is Making Modern Production Smarter and Faster

Al is changing the way
we create and collabo-
rate, with 41% 1 of
brands already using it
for video production.
Production teams now
have to create more con-
tent faster than ever.
Staying on track while
Keeping ideas fresh is a
daily challenge. Al is
changing how produc-
tion teams plan, shoot,
and edit. It’s making the
process faster, smarter,
and more creative.

As the need for
faster content grows, Al
is becoming a key tool
in modern studios. It
helps creators stay up to
date with new trends and
what audiences want.
Studios are using Al to
work faster and save
money. According to
Deloitte’s2 2024 report,
429% of executives say it
boosts efficiency and
productivity.

Let’s explore how Al
is changing production
from planning to editing.
You’ll learn how it saves
time, cuts costs, and
boosts creativity. By the
end, you'll see how it’s
‘making modern produc-
tion smarter and faster.

The Evolution of A

ing, and storyboarding.
In production, it en-
hances camera tracking,
lighting adjustments,
and virtual set design.
Finally, in post-produc-
tion, if streamlines edit-
ing, color correction,
sound design, and even
creates advanced visual
effects.

Major studios such
as Netflix and Warner
Bros. are now using Al-
driven tools to analyze
audience preferences,
optimize workflows, and
enhance storytelling. As
a result, Al has shifted
from beinga simple tech-
nical assistant to becom-
ing an essential force
shaping the future of
modern media produc-
tion.

Why Production
Houses Are Turning to

Production houses
are facing rising costs
and tighter schedules.
Keeping up with dead-
lines while staying cre-
ative has become a ma-
jor challenge. To stay
efficient, many studios
are now using Al to
manage time and60% of
in Media Production  post-production studios

Alinmedia produc- utilize Al-powered edit-
tion has evolved rapidly ing tools to reduce edit-
over the years. Initially, ing time. reduce ex-
it served as a basic tool penses. This trend is
for handling repetitive growing rapidly as the
tasks such as video ed- global Al in media and
iting, adding visual ef- cmcnainmcntmarkct is
fects, and creating com- jected toreach $34.1
puter graphics. Over bllllon}b 2027.
time, it has transformed The demand for
into a powerful creative ~quick content is also in-
partner that now sup- creasing.
ports teams at every Streaming plat-
stage of production. ~ forms compete to release

In the beginning, Al new shows faster, put-
was mainlyused for CGIL,  ting pressure on produc-
video automation, and tion teams. At the same
voice synthesis. These —time, 63% of advertising
tools helped save time agencies are already us-
but still required slgu ing Al tools for content
cant human input. Tc creation, showing how
Al plays an active role quickly the industry is
across pre-production, adapting to new tech-
production, and post- nology. There is also a
production, making the shunagc of skilled post-
entire process more effi-

[ -
handle repetitive work
like cutting scenes or
syncing dialogue. This
gives creative teams
more time to focus on
storytelling and innova-
tion while keeping
projects on schedule
and within budget.
ow Production

Houses Are Using Al

Alis changing how

These tools help gener-
ate dialogue, plot twists,
and creative concepts in
minutes, saving time
while keeping creativity
flowing,

Storyboarding and
concept visualization
have also become easier.
Tools like Midjourney,
Runway ML, and Pik:
Labs turn written ide:
production houses work  into visuals, helping di-
from start to finish. It rectors and producers
supports every stage of see how scenes might
filmmaking, from plan- look before filming be-
ning and shooting to gins. This makes plan-
editing and final ning smoother and re-
delivery.In Pre- duces the need for
ProductionAl is making costly revisions later,
the pre-production Alis also improving
stage faster and more casting and budgeting.
creative. Writers now Some tools analyze data
use tools like ChatGPT, to predict how well an
Jasper, and Sudowrite to  actor will connect with
draft

spending, and stay on
time.In Production
Al is transforming
the way films are shot on
set. For example, Al-
powered cameras can
automatically track ac-
tors, adjust framing, and
imize lighting in real
helps direc-
tors capture perfect
shots faster and reduces
the need for repeated
takes. According to
MarketsandMarkets4,
the use of Al cameras in
film production is ex-
pected to grow by 22%
annually by 2027,
Virtual production
is becoming more com-
mon. Tools like Unreal
Engine and NVIDIA
Omniverse allow film-
makers to create realis-

projects.
Al supports crews
during filming. Voice rec-
ognition systems can
follow script lines or ad-
just camera settings
through simple voice
commands.

As a result, on-set
work becomes smoother,
and the crew can focus
more on storytelling
rather than technical de-
tails.

In Post-Production

This phase gets a
big boost from AL espe-
cially in editing and
sound design. Tools like
Runway ML, Adobe Pre-
miere Pro Al, and
Descript automate tasks
like cutting, syncing, and
scene detection. Smart
apps can identify key

pts or explore audiences. Al software
storyideas. In fact, 60% like  Celtx  and
offilmstudiosare explor- - StudioBinder helps plan
ing Al-driven budgets and schedules.
scriptwriting tools to These tools make it

tic digital
before filming begins.
These virtual sets save
time, cut costs, and give
teams more creative free-

cient and consistent. als. Al tools step in to

speed uj easier for studios to
and script development. manage costs, track

dom, especially for large-
scale ~ or  fantasy

moments and
workflows, helping edi-
tors  focus  on
storytelling.

Al also improves
color grading and sound
editing. It can automati-

cally balance colors, re-
fine lighting, remove
background noise, and
sync soundtracks. Even
some free tools can ap-
ply complex color grad-
ing for a consistent
look. These features
save time and make the
final product polished
and professional.

In addition, Al en-
hances VFX, CGI, and
localization. It removes
green screens, fills miss-
ing frames, and gener-
ates realistic effects
quickly. Voice tools like
Resemble.ai and
ElevenLabs speed up
dubbing and transla-
tions for multiple lan-
guages.

The use of Al in
video editing has re-
duced production time
by an average of 30%,
showing how much it
improves efficiency.

Al also helps with
versioning and distribu-
tion. It can create mul-
tiple edits for different
platforms like social me-
dia, TV, or YouTube
Shorts. This allows stu-
dios to repurpose con-
tent easily and deliver it
quickly. Overall, Al
makes post-] produmon
faster, more precise, and
more creative.

Case Studies: How
Al Is Shaping Modern
Production

Case Study 1:
Netflix Builds a Cloud-
Based VFX Studio

Netflix, one of the
biggest entertainment
companies in the world,
began producing its
own content in 2012. To
make collaboration
easier, the company
wanted to create a vi-
sual effects (VFX) stu-
dio in the cloud. This
would let artists from
different countries work
together without being
limited by location.

Using NICE DCV
and Amazon EC2 G4 in-
stances, Netflix built
fast and secure remote
workstations. These
cloud tools allowed art-
ists to edit, animate, and

render with high-quality
visuals while keeping
performance smooth.
The system helped
Netflix move from testing
to full production in just
one year.

By using AWS,
Netflix reduced costs
and technical barriers
for creators. The com-
pany could now attract
top VFX and animation
talent from anywhere in
the world. This innova-
tion showed how cloud
and Al tools can trans-
form modern film pro-
duction.

Case Study 2:
Cropify’s Al Innovation
in Grain Grading

In South Australia,
Anna Falkiner and An-
drew Hannon founded
Cropify to make grain
testing faster and more
accurate. Traditional
testing relied on human
inspection, which often
caused mistakes and
d)sdgrccmcnts

The founders
wanted a smarter Al-
based way to grade
crops.

Working with the
Australian Institute for
Machine Learning
(AIML), they built AT
software that could ana-
lyze grain samples in sec-
onds.

Their system re-
duced testing time from
24 minutes tojust 90 sec-
onds and achieved 98%
accuracy. This made the
grain supply chain faster
and more reliable.

In 2024, Cropify
raised $2 million AUD
from investors to expand
its technology. Their
success proved that Al
can bring real value to
agriculture by making
testing fairer, faster, and
more  consistent.
Falkiner advises busi-
nesses to focus on real
problems first and then
see if Alis the right so-
lution.

Case Study 3:
What’s Next
Entertainment’s Use of
Al in Creative Produc-
tion




INTERNATIONAL

‘Wednesday,April.22.2026

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Diplomatic flurry as US-Iran truce deadline nears

NEWS DESK: With the
ceasefire between Iran
and the US set to expire

fended his war with Iran,
saying that he was not
persuaded by Isracl to

tomorrow (Wednesday), attack the country. “The
a US delegation is ex- results in Iran will be
pected to head to amazing,” he said, add-
Islamabad today (Tues-  ing, “And if Iran’s new

day), while Tehran also
appeared open to send-
ing its team for the sec-
ond round of peace
talks.

CNN reported that
Vice President JD Vance
and other top US offi-
cials were expected to
depart for Islamabad on
Tuesday, while an un-
named Iranian official
told Reuters that Tehran
was considering attend-
ing talks following re-
ported moves by
Islamabad to end a US
blockade of Iran’s ports.

owever, there was
no official announce-
ment from Iran by the
time this report went to
press.

Police officers di-
vert traffic from a road
leading to Serena Hotel,
the venue for the ex-
pected US-Iran talks —
Reuters

Speaking about the
talks, US President
Don-ald Trump said the
ceasefire ends on
Wednesday evening,
and told Bloo-mberg it
would be highly unlikely
he would extend the two-
week ceasefire if a deal
was not reached before
the expiry of the
ceasefire. The two-week

leaders (regime change!)
are smart, Iran can have
a great and prosperous
future!”

In a social media
post, President Trump
said he believed a
nuclear deal the US was
currently negotiating
with Iran would be bet-
ter than a 2015 interna-
tional agreement to curb
Tehran’s nuclear
programme.

On the other hand,
Iranian ~ President
Masoud Pezeshkian
criticised
“unconstructive and
contradictory” signals
by the US, saying they
carried a “bitter mes-
sage”.

“Honouring com-
mitments is the basis of
meaningful dialogue,” he
said on X. “Deep histori-
cal mistrust in Iran to-
ward [the] US [govern-
ment] conduct remains,
while unconstructive
and contradictory sig-
nals from American offi-
cials carry a bitter mes-
sage; they seek Iran’s
surrender. Iranians do
not submit to force.”

He also said that his
country would try to end
the Middle East war with
“integrity, wisdom and

was not serious about
pursuing diplomacy, cit-
mgwhal it called “viola-
tions” of their two-week
ceasefire, AFP reported.
Its spokesman Esmaeil
Baqaei said a US attack
onan Iranian cargo ship,
the US naval blockade

tinuing talks with the
United States but was
ready to take “necessary
measures” amid rising
tensions, TRT World re-
ported. “We do not trust
the enemy. At any mo-
ment, it may escalate the
war,” Ghalibaf said in

truce was supposed to expediency”, state-run on Iranian ports, and televised remarks, ac-
expire at 8pm (Eastern) news agency IRNA re- delays inimplementinga cording to the Mehr
on Tuesday, April 21. As ported. ceasefire in Lebanon news agency.

Hormuzblockade

Tensions in the
Middle East further es-
calated following the sei-
zure of an Iranian-
flagged cargo vessel in

were all “clear violations
ofthe ceasefire”,
Iran’s_parliament
speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf also
said Tehran was con-

Media and security
personnel are seen on
Constitution Avenue —
Mohammad Asim /
White Starlran’s foreign
ministry said that the US

per Trump’s latest claim,
it will now end on
Wednesday evening US
time.

In a separate post
on Truth Social, he de-

Shehbaz Sharifon Mon-
day received a tele-
phone call from Anténio
Costa, Presi-dent of the
European Council as
both leaders expressed
their desire for the con-
tinuation of dialogue be-
tween the United States
and Iran for lasting
peace in the region.
Meanwhile, Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar
called his Iranian coun-
terpart Abbas Araghchi
to discuss “regional de-
velopments and
ceasefire-related issues,
exchanging views on
ongoing coordination”.
FM Dal

“emphasised the impor-
tance of continued dia-
logue and engagement
at the earliest to resolve
all pending issues, in
order to promote re-
gional peace and stabil-
ity” in the phone call. He
also spoke to Australia’s
FM Penny Wong on

onday.

Global efforts for
peace International
powers also stepped up
their diplomatic efforts
to prevent any flare-up
of hostilities, particu-
larly due to the Strait of
Hormuz blockade.

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov
had a phone call with his
Iranian counterpart, in
which he reiterated the
need to uphold the
ceasefire and stressed
the importance of con-
tinued diplomatic efforts.
The Iranian side con-
firmed its readiness to
do everything in its
power to ensure the un-
interrupted passage of
Russian ships and cargo
through the Strait of
Hormuz, AFP reported.

the Gulf of Oman by US
forces on Sunday.
Trump described the
move as enforcement of
restrictions on Iranian
ports, while Tehran
called it “piracy” and re-
sponded with increased
drone activity near US
naval assets in the re-
gion surrounding the
Strait of Hormuz.

The US has main-
tained its blockade of
Tranian ports, while Iran
lifted and then reim-
posed its own blockade
ofthe Strait of Hormuz.

The blockade also “didn’t recommend any-
featured in a reported ~thing on the blockade”.
conversation between “The blockade is
Pakistan’s army chief very powerful, very
Field Marshal Asim strong. They lose $500
Munir and the US presi- million a day with the
dent. Reuters reported blockade up,” he said,
on Monday that FM referring to Iran. “We
Munir told Trump the control it. They don’t
US blockade on Iranian  control it.”
ports was a hurdle to Diplomacy contin-
negotiations and that ues Against this back-
Trump said he would ~drop of distrust, Pakistan
consider the army continued its diplomacy
chief’s advice. When to pave the way for a
asked about the report, peace framework that
President Trump told could end the weeks-
The Hill that FM Munir  long war. Prime Minister

PAA extends airspace ban for
Indian aircraft until May 24

NEWS DESK:The ment from 2022. The
Pakistan Airport Au- Notam applies to both
thority (PAA) on the Karachi (OPKR)
Tuesday extended its and Lahore (OPLR)
airspace ban for In- FIRs.
dian aircraft for an- The Notam issued
other month until May by Pakistan for bar-
24, marking a year of ring Indian flights in its
ﬂlghl restrictions on airspace till May 24,
India’s airlines. 2026 PAA
“Pakistani

have closed their air-
spaces to each other’s
airlines since late April
2025, when tensions
between them esca-
lated in the wake of a
deadly attack in In-
dian-occupied
Kashmir’s Pahalgam.

On April 24,
Pakistan’s top brass
had announced a se-
ries of measures, in-
cluding the closure of
its airspace to all In-
dia-owned or Indian-
operated airlines with
immediate effect, as it
retaliated against New
Delhi’s slew of ag-
gressive measures
against the country.

New Delhi, with-
out evidence, had al-
leged that Islamabad
backed the attack;
however, Pakistan had
strongly denied any in-
volvement and offered
a neutral probe. The
nuclear powers had
the fiercest air battle
in May, in which Pa-
kistan said it downed
seven Indian fighter
jets.

Downing Street exerted pressure to approve
Mandelson’s appomtment sacked oﬁiclal tells MPs

NEWS DESK:Downing
Street applied constant
pressure on civil ser-
vants to approve the ap-
pointment of Peter
Mandelson as UK en-
voy to Washington and
seemed to brush off se-
curity concerns, a
sacked official told MPs
Tuesday.

Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s office had a
“dismissive attitude™ to-
wards the security
vetting for its US envoy
pick, said Olly Robbins,
the foreign ministry’s
most senior official be-
fore being fired last
week.

(including military
flights),” a PAA No-
tice to  Airmen
(Notam) said.

“This ban will now
be effective till May
24,2026 at4:59am.”

Pakistan’s air-
space is divided into
two flight information
regions (FIRs) —
Karachi and Lahore,
according to a Paki-
stan Civil Aviation Au-
thority (PCAA) docu-

website
The previous ex-
tension was set to ex-
pire on April 24.
Indiaand Pakistan

air-

space will remain
closed to Indian-regis-
tered aircraft, or In-
dian airlines/operators

that clearance be denied
but that the Foreign Of-
fice security department
assessed that the risks
. could be managed
and/or mitigated,”
Robbins told MPs.

government now con-
firming independent
vetting officials had rec-
ommended security
clearance be denied.
That revelation,
first reported by The

on Monday denied mis-
leading parliament with
his previous statements
on the scandal.

In his much-antici-
pated testimony,
Robbins provided a

He was appearing
at a watchdog_parlia-
mentary committee, as
Starmer remained mired
in the scandal over

Japan opens door to global arms market
with overhaul of defence export rules

NEWS DESK:Japanon person Guo Jiakun told ciples that commit it to ~cess to defence “articles
Tuesday unveiled its adailypress conference, strict screening, controls of the highest quality”
biggest overhaul of de- adding that Beijing * “will on transfers to third that would “slreng(hen
fence export rulesin de-  remain highly vigilant countries and a ban on domesticresilience” and
cades, scrapping restric- and resolutelyresistany sales to countries in- “contribute to regional
tions on overseas arms reckless actions by Ja- volvedin conflict. But in slablhly through deter-
sales and opening the pantowards anew form a presentation outlining
way for exports of war-  of militarism.” the changes, the gov-
ships, missiles and other Relations between ernment said exceptions
weapons. Japan and China have could be made when

The move aimed at  been at a low ebb since deemed necessary for
strengthening Japan’s Takaichi said in Novem- national security.
defence industrial base ber that a Chinese attack Countries ranging
marks another stepaway on Taiwan threatening from Poland to the Phil-
from the pacifist re- Japan's survival could ippines are exploring
straints that have trigger a military re- procurement opportuni-
shaped its postwar secu-  sponse. ties as they modernise
rity policy. It has been Philippines, USand  their forces, Japanese
made in tandem withef-  Germany welcome the  officials and foreign dip-
forts to deepen ties with ~ shift The revision re- lomats have told
other nations in Asia to moves five export cat- Reuters.
counter China’s growing  egories that had limited One of the first
regional influence. most military exports to  deals could be the export

‘Wars in Ukraine and rescue, transport, warn- - of used warships to Ma-
the Middle East are also ing, surveillance and nila, two of the sources
straining US weapons mine-sweeping equip- said.
production, expanding ment. Ministers and of-
opportunities for Japan. ficials will instead ass
At the same time, US al-  the merits of each pro-
lies in Europe and Asia posed sale. Japan’s rule change,
are looking to diversify Japan will keep in saying in a statement
suppliers as  place three export prin-  that it would provide ac-
Washington’s long-held — — =
security commitments
look less certain under
President onald
Trump.

“No single country
can now protect its own
peace and security

alone, and partner coun-

tries that support each
other in terms of defence
equipment are neces-
sary,” Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi
said in a post on X.

While countries
such as the Philippines
welcomed the change,
China was not im-
pressed.

“China is deeply
concerned about this,”
foreign ministry spokes-

7,900 people died, disappeared on
migration routes in 2025: UN

NEWS DESK:Around The IOM said the *“ongoing cnsls of miss-
7,900 people died or dis- 7,904 deaths and disap- ing migrants”.

appeared on migration pearances documented They are havmg to
routes in 2025, taking in 2025 “marka continu-  deal with the psycho-
the total dead and miss- ation and escalation of logical, social, legal and
ing since 2014 beyond a global failure to end economic impacts of
80,000, the United Na- these  preventable havinga relative whose
tions™ migmlion agency deaths™. disappearance remains
said on Tuesday. 2025 was marked unresolved, the agency

The UN’s Interna- by an unprecedented  said.
tional Organisation for level of aid cuts and re- The IOM said the

E

“The Philippines, t
gether with Japan’s
southwestern island
chain, forms part of what
military planners call the
First Island Chain, a
string of islands that
hems in China’s access
from its coastal waters
to the Western Pacific.

Manila and Tokyo
signed an agreement in
September, making it
easier for their forces to
operate in each other’s
territory and in January,
eased rules for exchang:
ing military supy lles

Ambassador to
Japan, George Glass,
heralded the export rule
change in a post on X as
a “historic step” to
strengthen collective
defence.

Philippine Defence
Secretary  Gilberto
Teodoro  welcomed

7,900 people were docu-
mented on global migra-
tion routes worldwide in
2025,” the IOM said.

The IOM’s Missing
Migrants Project “has
documented more than
80,000 deaths and disap-
pearances during migra-
tion since 2014, the
agency said.

Labour grandee Guardian last Thursday, more nuanced assess- “Iwas alsotold that | Migration (IOM) said “While these fig- striction of information May 2026 International
Mandelson’s appoini- ~has prompied fresh calls - ment, insisting he for- —the risks did not relate o | people were being forced ures represent only the on dangerous irregular  Migration Review Fo-
ment, which has for Starmer toresign, af- mally approved ’s relation- irregular  lowest boundary of the routes, rum was a chance to
haunted him for months. ter he previously in- Mandelsonafter vetting ship ~with Jeffrey | journeys when safe true number of affected rendermgmore and  change the dynamics.
The Foreign Office  sisted all “due process™ officials — housed in Epstein,” he added. pathways were out of people, more missing migrants “Sustained political
subsequently green-lit had been followed. another government de- ‘Pressure” reach, they nonetheless invisible,” it said. will is needed to save
Mandelson — who had The beleaguered partment — concluded UK media has re- and urged coun- underscore the need for Meanwhile. “an lives on migration routes

he was a “borderline™
case.
“I was briefed that
 they were leaning to-
wards recommending

British leader has
blamed officials for de-
liberately keeping him in

ported that the concerns
surrounded the links of
Mandelson’s now-shut-
tered lobbying firm to
Chinese companies.

long been known to
have close ties to the late
convicted

sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein — despite the

the dark about the secu-
rity clearance issue, and

worldwide and make vis-
ible the families most
impacted by these pre-
ventable losses,” the
agency said.

tries to find the political
will tosave more lives on
migration routes.

“The deaths or dis-
appearance of nearly

urgent action toend mi- even more hidden popu-
grant deaths and ad- lation” of at least around
dress the complex needs 340 ily members
of families left behind,” were estimated to be di-
said the IOM. rectly affected by the
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Minister for measures to increase social awareness regarding cleanliness

eral SPA Babar Sahib Din
were also present while
all divisional commis-
sioners participated in
the meeting through
video link.

During the meeting,
the administrative mat-
ters of Suthra Punjab

LAHORE (INP): Minis-
ter for Local Govern-
ment Zeeshan Rafique
chaired a meeting of
Suthra Punjab Authority
(SPA) held at SPA office.
Secretary Local Govern-
ment Shakeel Ahmed
Mian and Director Gen-

Authority were consid-
ered and the work of the
committees established
atthe divisional level for
the transfer of assets to
the district agencies was
reviewed. Minister Local
Government Zeeshan
Rafique, while empha

sizing the need for mea-
sures to increase social
awareness regarding
cleanliness, said that the
preparation ofan anima-
tion under the supervi-
sion of the SPA is com-
mendable.

“In this

E-

animation

" M = O =
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding mechanism|

for Public-Private Partnership Authority.
Federal govt seeks Children’s gala
marks 75 years of

detailed progress
report from Punjabon|  China-Pakistan
diplomatic ties

URAAN Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (INP): A The gala ended

LAHORE (INP): The

federal government e | bld with achoisperte

has written a letter t children’s gala was held  with a choir performance

P“;j“;'b‘ Chinf Seere here tomark the 75than-  of Sino-Pak Friendship

] et Seer niversary of diplomatic Song.

tary Zahid Zaman relations between China  Awards were also
and Pakistan, bringing presented for several

progress across all
major sectors under
URAAN Pakistan be
included in a single
consolidated report.
Furthermore,

seeking a detailed re-

port on the _ complete provincial | together young perform- competitions aimed at

URAAN Paki- data for the Annual| ers from both countries promoting cultural and
stan” initiative. Plan2026-27 has also | in a celebration of cul- literary exchanges be-

In the letter, been demanded, tural ties. tween the two countries.
progress reports on the while the federal _The event at the Winners included
targets assigned to government has asked Pakistan National Coun- participants in the
provinces  under foradetailed report on | Cil of the Arts featured - Zhongshan Essay Com-
URAAN Pakistan measures taken for 13 performances, includ- petition and Chinese

Classics Recitation Con-
test, the Gen Z Hua Xing
Youth Journalist
programme, and the 26th
Global Chinese Essay
Competition.

The event, held un-
der the theme “75 years
of enduring friendship,
united in building the
China-Pakistan bond”,
drew nearly 500 guests,
including government
officials from both coun-
tries, diplomats.

ing a violin solo, classi-
cal and folk dances, jazz
dance, a piano ensernble
and a recitation of an
original bilingual poem
in Chinese and Urdu, ac-
cording to a Gwadar
Pro's report. The
programme was divided
into four chapters: First
Encounter on the Silk
Road, Symphony of Civi-
lizations, Childhood and
Vitality and Flourishing
Friendship.

Chinese investor urges balanced view
of Pakistan market

ISLAMABAD barriers, with opportu-
(INP): A Chinese in- nities concentrated
vestor in Pakistan has among those with
urged businesses to capital, resources and
take a balanced view strong market ac
of the country’s in- Developing mar-
vestment climate, de- kets such as Pakistan,
scribing it as an by contrast, may offer
emerging market with more room for ordi-
bolh opponunmes and nary investors, though
ris| with greater uncer-

Andy Liao, a Chi- tainty and risk.
nese investor who “Opportumty in
runs an export factory such i
in  Gwadar, told never free,”
Gwadar Pro that he d, adding
online  discussion that success depended
about Pakistan has on sound judgement,
become increasingly strong execution and
polarised, with some resilience.
portraying it as a place Drawing on his
of easy profits and own experience, Liao
others dismissing it as said doing business in
Pakistan could involve
administrative ineffi-
ciency, cumbersome
procedures and occa-
sional unfair treat-
ment.

Still, he said
projects that contribute

have been requested.
Details on implemen-
tation regarding ex-
ports, energy, environ-
ment, and economic
equality have also been
sought.

The letter directs
Punjab to submita per-
formance report on its
economic targets to
the federal govern-
ment and instructs that

economic develop-
ment.

Punjab has been
instructed to include
steps related to ex-
ports, energy, and en-
vironment in the re-
port, while measures
concerning economic
equality and public fa-
cilities have also been
made part of the re-
porting requirements.

Liao said Pakistan
could benefit from a
demographic dividend
driven by its young
population, offering
long-term growth po-
tential despite institu-
tional instability.

He said this mix
of opportunities and
risks is typical of
emerging markets.
Liao said investors
should avoid black-
and-white judgements
and instead assess

to economic growth
and public welfare
could receive mean-
ingful backing from
government institu-
tions, particularly se-
nior officials.

He said such sup-
port was tied more to
the value of the invest-
ment than to personal
connections.

Liao said informa-
tion gaps, 1
barriers and structural
weaknesses  could
create difficulties for whether they had the
new investors, leaving  capacity and patience
some with an unduly to operate in
negative impression.  Pakistan’s evolving

He said success market.
in Pakistan required He added that,
preparation in three within the framework
areas: thorough mar- of long-term China-
ket research, an un- Pakistan coopcmlion
derstanding of local structural opportuni-
laws and institutions, ties in Pakistan are
and a reliable local likelytoremain signifi-
team. cant for those pre-

From a broader pared to navigate the
cconomic perspective, challenges.

too risky for invest-
ment.
He

said both
views were overly
simplistic. Liao said
mature and tightly
regulated markets of-
ten have high entry

if Abbasi and Sindh Minister Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah inaugurated the Rs. 1.33 billion project, aimed at transforming the historic
150-year-old Rohri Junction into a modern railway facility within six months.

ROHRI (SINDH): Federal Minister for Railways, Muhammad Hai

jacket, weapons and am-

film, 'Suthra Hero' gives
lessons to young gen-
eration about necessity
of cleanliness", he
claborated. He directed
that this interesting
awareness film series be agencies at the district

widely disseminated on  level under the author-
social med - ity model are yielding

ister said that it is pos-
sible to achieve the
cleanliness targets only
with the full cooperation
of the citizens. He said
that the activities of the

good results. "Deputy
Commissioners and Dis-
trict MDs should make
the monitoring process
more effective", he
urged. He said that
Suthra Punjab is a pro-
gram close to the heart
of Chief Minister

Maryam Nawaz. "The
existence of sucha large
network today is the re-
sult of the Chief
Minister’s vision. The
trust of the people in the
recent IPOR survey is a
great honor for Suthra
Punjab.

Interior Minister, Acting US envoy discuss se-

curity for second round of Islamabad talks

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Federal Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi met Acting US
Ambassador to Paki-
stan Natalic Baker on
Monday to discuss se-
curity arrangements

the occasion.
Separately, US
President  Donald
Trump ordered US
negotiators to travel to
Pakistan on Monday,
just days before a
ceasefire in  the

ensure the safety of all
participants.

“We have made
special security ar-
rangements for all dis-
tinguished guests,”
Nagqvi said, expressing
hope for the success

United States, along
with Israel, are just
days away from the
end of the two-week
ceasefire that halted
the Middle East war,
ignited by surprise
US-Israeli strikes on

for the sec- ofthe round Middle East expires. Iran on February 28.
ond round of talks in of talks. The ongoing US There has so far
Islamabad. Baker appreci- blockade of Iranian been onlya single, 21-

ated Pakistan’s efforts
and its constructive
role in helping reduce
regional tensions.
Senior officials,
including Director
General of the Federal
Investigation Agency
Dr Usman Anwar,
Islamabad Chief Com-
missioner  Sohail
Ashraf, Inspector
General of Islamabad
Police Ali Nasir Rizvi,
and Deputy Commis-
sioner Irfan Memon,
were also present on

Two Khwarij including
ringleader killed
in IBO in Bannu: ISPR

RAWALPINDI (INP): tivities including
Security forces killed shahdat of security

ing forces personnel and in-
nocent civilians.

He was also main
handler of a suicide
bomber in Bannu Dis-
trict on 21 February
2026, resulting into
Shahadat of Lieutenant
Colonel Gul Faraz
Shaheed, the news re-
lease further said. The
operation has indeed
avenged the heinous act
and has brought the
main perpetrator to jus-
tice. Timely action of
security forces also| ceedings  continued
averted a major catas- | from the principal seat in
trophe. Sanitization op- [ Islamabad. The arrange-
eration is being con- | ment was made after an
ducted to eliminate any [ unexpected issue af-
other Indian sponsored | fected the composition
Kharji found in the area | of the bench at the
as relentless Counter | Lahore Registry. Under
Terrorism campaign un- [ normal circumstances,
der vision “Azm e | such a situation could
Istehkam” (as approved | have led to the delisting
by Federal Apex Commit- | of cases, causing incon-
tee on National Action | venience to litigants and
Plan) by Security Forces | lawyers. However, due to
and Law Enforcement the court’s ong in-
Agencies of Pakistan. stment in digitisation

The meeting took
p]ace at the US Em-
in the Diplo-
matic Enclave, where
both sides held de-
tailed discussions on
Pakistan-US relations
and the evolving re-
gional situation.
Security prepara-
tions for the next phase
of negotiations in
Islamabad were a key
focus of the meeting.
The interior minister
briefed the US envoy
on measures taken to

ports has been a sig- hour negotiating
nificantsticking point, sion held in Islamabad
3 e further com- on April 11 that ended
llLdlCd by an Ameri- inconclusively, though
can destroyer on Sun- groundwork for fresh
day firing on and seiz- talks continued after-
ing an Iranian ship that wards.
tried to evade it. “We’re offering a
Tehran said it very fair and reason-
would retaliate with able DEAL, and I
Tasnim news agency hope they take it,”
reporting that Iran had  Trump said ina post on
sent drones in the di- Sunday, while also re-
rection of US military newing his threats
ships after its vessel against Iran’s infra-
was seized. structure if a deal is
Iran _and the not made.

SC uses video-link
technology to

void disruption in

scheduled hearings

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Supreme Court of
Pakistan on Monday
successfully conducted
court proceedings de-
spite an emergent situa-
tion, using video-link
technology to avoid dis-
ruption in scheduled
hearings.

According to an of-
ficial statement, Justice
Ayesha Malik joined the
bench from the Lahore
Registry via a secure
video link, while pro-

and modern technology,
hearings proceeded
without interruption.
The bench heard
and disposed of 20 out
of 28 scheduled cases,
reflecting a focus on
timely adjudication.
The development
highlights the judiciary’s
efforts to ensure uninter-
rupted access to justice
and improve efficiency
through technological
reforms. The Chief Jus
tice of Pakistan appre
ated the cooperation of
the legal fraternity, as
well as the prompt coor-
dination by court staff
and IT teams, which en-
abled the smooth trant
tion to remote proceed-
ings. The statement de-
ribed the move as a
significant step towards
a more adaptive and
technology-driven judi-
cial system, reaffirming
the court’s commitment
to strengthening digital
capabilities.

Fitnaal Khwarij, includ-
ing their ringleader
Waheedullah  alias
Muktiar, during an intel-
ligence-based operation
IBO) in Bannu district,
rding to ISPR.
“During conduct of
the operation, after in-
tense exchange of fire,
two khwarij, belonging
to Indian sponsore
Fitna-al-Khwarij, includ-
ing Kharji Ring leader
Waheedullah  alias
Muktiar along with a
Suicide bomber were
sent to hell. A suicide

munition were also re-
covered from the
Khwarij” said anews re-
lease issued by Inter
Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR). Kharji Ring
leader Waheedullah was
amongst the most
wanted terrorist list for
his active involvement
in numerous terrorist ac-

ISLAMABAD: European Union Envoy to Pakistan, undas Karoblis called on Federal Minister
for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb.

KP CM vows no child to be deprived of
education, announces major reforms

PESHAWAR (INP) release Rs 500 million ter further said that the
Khyber P: for the i ultimate goal is to bring.
Chief Minister Sohall of an mu.rdhuplmary comprehensive trans:
Afridi has said that research centre in the formation in the edu-
efforts are underway province. cation sector and en-
to ensure that no child During the meet- re that no childis left
in the province is de- ing, several proposals agreed proposals. without access to ba-
prived of their basic were discussed in- He said that spe- sic education.
right to education. cluding the establish- cial focus has been He also ex-
He made these ment of community placed on education pressed satisfaction
remarks while chairing  schools in remote ar- and health sectors over over initiatives such as
an important meeting eas to rapidly increase the past five to six e-transfer policy, uni-
on reforms in the edu- literacy rates, expan- months, adding that form curriculum, se-
cation sector. sion of the double shift positive results are mester system, moni-
The meeting re- school programme, emerging from these toring, teacher train-
viewed the progress and introduction of IT initiatives. ing, school-based as-
of ongoing reforms and Al courses. He noted that sessment, virtual
and discussed in detail Sohail Afridi in- health and education schooling and Al
the current reform ini- structed officials to are directly linked to courses, and directed
tiatives being imple- convene a detailed the public,andthe pro- consideration of a
mented across the meeting on the pro- vincial government is broader framework to
province. posed suggestions and  investing in humande- increase literacy, pro-
The Chief Minis- finalize the future velopmentin line with mote modern trends,
ter directed the rel- strategy at the earliest. Imran Khan’s vision. and ensure equal ac-
evant authorities to He also ordered The Chief Minis- cess to education.

the formation of a co-
ordination

comprising relevant
officials and follow-up
meetings to ensure
implementation of

e
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Institute of Development Studies and Practices (IDSP)
Briefs Balochistan Communications Secretary

on Development Initiatives

QUETTA: Secretary
Communications and
Works Babar Khan
held an important
meeting with Dr.
Quratulain Bakhteari,
Founding Director of
the Institute of Devel-
opment Studies and
Practices (IDSP), |o
discuss
organization’srole, ob-
jectives, and ongoing
Initiatives in
Balochistan.

IDSP Highlights
Role in Social and
Economic Develop-

n

and research institu-
tions Focus on Future
Collaboration.

Both sides dis-
cussed ways to en-

that IDSP is actively
working to: Develop
youth potential Pro-
mote community de-
velopment Strengthen

preciates Develop-
ment Efforts.

Secretary Babar
Khan appreciated the
t. efforts of IDSP, stat-
During the meet-

education and ing that such institu- hance cooperation be-
ing, Dr. Quratulain research“Contribute tions playa keyrolein tween IDSP and the
Bakhteari provided a to poli king. le develop- and
detailed briefing on the The organization ment across Works Department,
establishment, vision, is particularly focused Balochistan. particularly in: Infra-
and contributions of on empowering youth He stressed lhe structure development
IDSP toward social in remote areas by importance Community engage-

ment Policy-level im-
provements Commit-
ment to Joint Initia-
tives.

and economic devel- providing leadership
opment in the prov- and development op-
ince. portunities.

She emphasized Government Ap-

strengthening co]laho-

ration between:
Government de-

partments Educational

Qalat Education Group Reviews
Performance, DC Orders Strict
Action Against Absentee Teachers

education requires full

QALAT: A monthly
meeting of the District
Education Group was
held under the chair-
manship of Deputy
Commissioner Munir
Ahmed Durrani to re-
view the p(.rformancc
of the

portant matters, in-
cluding: School enroll-
ment campaign
progress Teacher at-
tendance in schools
Distribution of text-
books Cluster budget
utlllzauon Completion
of

attention, adding that
teachers must focus
on providing quality
education as children
are the future builders
of the nation.
Instructions for
Regular Monitoring

The Secretary re-
affirmed his commit-
ment to promoting
joint initiatives and
partnerships aimed at
accelerating develop-
ment and improving

The DC issued strict
instructions to educa-
tion authorities and
RTSM representa-
tives to conduct daily
school visits to ensure
teacher attendance
and improve monitor-
ing systems.
Commitment to
Education Reform He
further stated that all

schools Repair of
school buildings Re-
opening of non-func-
tional schools Short-
age of teaching staff
Transfer, posting, and
attachment issues Of-
ficials also briefed the
DC regarding salary
deductions of absent
teachers. Strict Action
Against Absenteeism

tor and address key
administrative and
academic issues.
High-Level Par-
ticipation in Meeting
The meeting was at-
tended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Shah Nawaz Baloch,
District Education Of-
ficer, District Ac-
counts Officer, princi-

public welfare in
Balochistan.

The meeting con-
cluded with a shared
resolve to work
collaboratively for sus-
tainable growth and
better service delivery
in the province.

Nasirabad Commissioner Reviews PHE, Local
Government Pr0] ects,Stresses Clean Water Supply

NASIRABAD:
Commissioner
Salahuddin Noorzai
chaired an important
review meeting on de-
velopment schemes of |
the Public Health En-
gineering and Local
Government depart-
ments, emphasizing
timely completion and
quality execution of
projects.

Detailed Briefing
on Ongoing Projects.

The meeting was
attended by key offi-
cials including Ahmed

Nawaz Jatak, cal Government De- PHED and Local Gov-
Hammad Fares, partment presented ernment projects are Transparcncy and
Mubashir  Khosa, detailed briefings on directly linked to pub- Quality The Commis-

sioner instructed that
all development
schemes must be
completed: Within
stipulated timelines
With high quality stan-
dards Ensuring trans-
parency.

He further di-
rected engineers to
personally monitor

Zafar Igbal Zehri,
Shukrullah Baloch,
Nasir Lehri, Amjad
Bangulzai, Saeced
Ahmed Mengal, Zakir
Hussain, and other
concerned officers.
Officials  from
Public Health Engi-
neering Department
(PHED) and the Lo-

ongoing development
projects across vari-
ous districts, highlight-
ing progress and chal-

lic welfare, particu-
larly the provision of
clean drinking water,
which he termed a
fundamental right.

He directed au-
thorities to ensure un-
interrupted water sup-
ply and resolve all ob-
stacles hindering ser-
vice delivery.

Clean Water a
Top Priority.

Addressing the
meeting, Commis-
sioner Salahuddin
Noorzai stressed that

available resources
are being utilized to
resolve issues faced
by the education de-
partment in Qalat, re-
affirming the
administration’s com-
mitment to improving
the quality of educa-
tion across the district.

pals of colleges, offi-
cials from the educa-
tion departments of
Qalat and Khaligabad,
as well as representa-
tives from RTSM and
UNICEF.

Key Issues Re-
viewed The session form their duties.
discussed multiple im- He stressed that

University of Turbat Students
Visit DC Office, Learn About
District Governance

TURBAT: Students sioner, stating that the
of the 7th semester DC serves as the
from the Department head of the district
of Political Science at administration, with
University of Turbat broad powers to man-
paid an educational age and oversee ad-
visit to the Deputy ministrative affairs ef-
Commissioner Office fectively.
Turbat to gain practi- Tour of Office
cal insight into the dis- Departments Students
trict administration were taken on a de-
system and govern- tailed tour of various
ment operations. branches of the
Briefing on Ad- D e p u t y

Deputy Commissioner
Munir Ahmed Durrani
emphasized that
teacher absenteeism
is unacceptable, stat-
ing that legal action is
being taken against
those who fail to per-

projects to prevent
negligence and cor-
ruption.

Focus on Urban
and Rural Develop-
ment F i the
importance of bal-
anced development,
he said that projects
must equally benefit
urban and rural areas,
ensuring improve-
ments in streets,
neighborhoods, and vil-

Practical Learning.

Speaking to the
students, the ADC
emphasized that prac-
tical exposure is a vi-
tal part

ofeducation, help-
ing students better un-
derstand governance
systems and preparing
them for future lead-
ership roles.

Positive Feedback
from Students The stu-

1

Strict Monitoring
and Ficld Presence
Officials were di-
rected to maintain ac-
tive field presence and
prioritize  timely
completion of projects
to provide lasting so-
lutions to public is-
sues.

The administration
reaffirmed its commit-
ment to improving in-
frastructure and en-
suring access to es-
sential services across
Nasirabad Division.

Jafarabad Expands Open Court Initiative to Resolve

Publlc Issues at Grassroots Level

JAFARABAD: Follow-
ing the directives of
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti and Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir
Khan, the district admin-
istration of Jafarabad
has expanded the scope
of open courts (Khuli
Kachehris) to address
public grievances more
effectively.

Open Court Held at
Union Council Level As
part of this initiative, an
open court was held at
Union Council Jhadeer
Goth Ghulam Mustafa
Lehri Shahi Chowki un-
der the leadership of
Deputy Commissioner
Khalid Khan. A large
number of residents par-
ticipated, presenting
their concerns both ver-
bally and in writing.

solutions. Focus on Im-
mediate and Long-Term
Soluuons The Deputy

mmissioner assured
lhal Issues solvable at
the district level will be
addressed immediately
Complex matters will be
taken up with provincial
authorities for sustain-
able solutions Directives
for Swift Action.

He instructed all rel-
evant officers to ensure
prompt redressal of

ints and to further

')
gathering, DC Khalid
Khan stated that orga-
nizing open courts at the
union council level aims
to bring governance
closer to the people, en-
suring their issues are
heard at their doorstep
and resolved promptly.

He appreciated the
public’s active participa-

Participation of OF
ficials and Community
Leaders The sessiol

was attended by Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Huzoor Bakhsh
Bugti, Executive Engi-
neer Public Health Engi-
neering Muhammad
Kazim Luni, other district
officials, and notable po-
litical and tribal figures tion, noting that it helps
including Mir Mitha inaccurate identification
Khan Badini. Bringing of issues and enables
Governance to the Door-  authorities to develop

dents described the
visitas highly informa-
tive and beneficial,
expressing gratitude to
the district administra-
tion of Kech for facili-
tating the study tour.

Commissioner’s Of-
fice, where they were
informed about: De-
partmental functions
‘Working procedures
Delivery of public ser-
vices Importance of

ministrative Structure
During the visit, Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner (Revenue)
Kech Asadullah
Baloch met with the
students and provided
a  comprehensive
briefing on gover- IDER NOTICE
nance and ad TS a0k oy showic i
tive functions, [ R T S——— Gos
He explained the :u-y.. rh.r..qn;.lemn efcllm;I Bid sm:_r?m. Wi
wdatory For ® 10 Gel Regaianed
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Deputy  Commis- | piueg Yok Y o e Al

strengthen the open
court system for faster
and more transparent
public service delivery.
The administration
reaffirmed its commit-
‘ment to improving gov-
ernance and ensuring
timely resolution of pub-
lic issues across

5. T
it vl b o, s phpical b 1 i, Wt o Al

step Addressing the practical and effective
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Kachhi: Health Sector Sees Major
Improvements Under CM Vision, Staff and
Ambulance Facilities Expanded

DHADAR: District 100,000 is being jointly
Support  Manager served by the Health
Kachhi Imran Khan Department and PPHI
Khajak stated that, in Solar Power Installa-
line with the vision of tion Ensures Continu-
the Chief Minister of ity To address electric-
Balochistan, effective ity issues, solar sys-
measures have been tems have been in-
taken in coordination stalled in all basic
with the Health Depart- health centers,

ment to improve basic ensuring uninter-
healthcare services for rupted medical services
the public. even during power out-

He shared these ages.

views during a conver- Commitment to
sation with Deputy Di- Better Healthcare De-
rector Information De- livery Imran Khan
partment Nasirabad, Khajak reaffirmed his

cal response and im-
proved patient
care.“Functional Health
Facilities Expanded He
further stated that: A

nificant progress in the
district’s health sector,
stating that: Previously
only 33 health workers
were serving the entire

Nek Muhammad, in the  district total of 17 Basic Health commitment to per-
presence of Superin- Staff strength has Units (BHUs) are now forming his duties with
tendent now increased to functional across the honesty and responsi-

to Deputy Com- around 100 employees district. bility, stating that con-
missioner  Kachhi Ambulance services These BHUs are tinued cooperation
Abdul Haq Mastooi.  have expanded from 1 actively providing pri- from the district ad-

ministration will fur-
ther improve
healthcare outcomes
for the public.

to 5 ambulances
These improve-

ments have strength-

ened medi-

Major Improve-
ments in Health Infra-
structure Imran Khan
Khajak sig-

mary healthcare ser-
vices to the population.

The  district’s
population of nearly
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Around 3.3 million jobs may have been affected by
2025 floods in Pakistan: ILO

NEWS DESK:Around
3.3 million jobs may
have been affected by
the 2025 floods in Paki-
stan, according to an as-

Organisation (ILO).

he ILO — a
specialised United Na-
tions agency — an-
nounced on Tuesday
that it had undertaken an
employment and liveli-
hoods loss assessment
for 14 of the worst-af-
fected districts of
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

According to the
ILO, the assessment
showed that the major-
ity of employment losses
and disruptions were
borne by the nine flood-
affected districts in
Punjab.

It further indicated
that rural areas ac-
counted for nearly 78 per
cent of the total esti-
mated employment
losses, with agriculture
emerging as the most af-
fected sector, followed
by services and indus-

ILO said.

The ILO also rec-
ommended a package of
recovery measures, in-
cluding cash-for-work
programmes, skill train-
ing, and
credit, to help affected
households  restart
small-scale farm and
non-farm economic

lective exercise sup-
ported by the United
Nations, Asian Develop-
ment Bank, European
Union, and the World
Bank, with the United
Nations Devel
Programme (UNDP) as
overall technical coordi-
nation lead.

The assessment

noted that while provin-
cial compensation mea-
sures helped address im-
mediate relief and re-
settlement needs, there
remained a strong need
for more

support to restore liveli-
hoods and income-gen-
erating activities in
flood-affected areas, the

Y-

According to the
statement, the assess-
ment was in support of
the review and valida-
tion by the Preliminary
Assessment of 2025
Flood Damages, a col-

Meanwhile, ILO
Country Director for Pa-
kistan Geir Tonstol
emphasised that restor-
ing employment and
livelihoods must remain
central to the recovery
response.

“The floods have
deepened economic vul-
nerability for already at-
risk communities. There
is aneed for timely mea-
sures that support de-
cent work, income recov-
ery, and promote long-
termresilience to climate-
induced disasters,” he
said.

He also highlighted
the need to revive the
‘World of Work Crisis Re-
sponse Strategy devel-
oped in the aftermath of
the 2022 floods, so that
future disaster re-
sponses can be more
coordinated, timely, and
centred on the protec-
tion and recovery of em-
ployment and liveli-
hoods.

The ministry and
the ILO reaffirmed their
commitment to working
together with employ-
ers’ and workers”
organisations and other
stakeholders to support
flood-affected communi-
ties and promote recov-
ery through sustainable
employment and liveli-
hood interventions.

Hussain said that
his ministry, in collabo-
ration with provincial
governments, social
partners, and develop-
ment partners, would
support efforts aimed at
restoring livelihoods
through targeted and
employment-intensive
recovery programmes.

carners, small farmers,
and vulnerable house-
holds in rural areas.

added that tar-
geted employment re-
covery and livelihood
restoration measures
were needed to help af-
fected communities re-
build their lives and in-
come sources.

activities.On the out-
come of the assessment,
Overseas Pakistanis and

uman Resource Devel-
opment  Minister
Chaudhry Salik Hussain
said that the floods had
caused serious damage
to livelihoods, particu-
larly for self-employed
workers, daily wage

Oil jumps on Hormuz tensions,
stocks retreat

“The market mood
is very different at the
start of the week com-
pared to Friday,” said
Kathleen Brooks, re-
search director at trading
group X

Crude had plunged
Friday afier Tehran said
it would again allow
ships to pass through
the Strait of Hormuz,
through which a fifth of
global oil and liquefied
natural gas usually
passes.

But world oil prices
bounced on Monday as
Tran closed the waterway

NEWS DESK:US and
European stocks re-
versed on Monday as
oil prices surged over
fears hostilities could re-
sume in the weeks-long
Middle East war after
Iran closed the Strait of
Hormuz following its
brief reopening.
Investors were on
edge approaching the
end of the US-Iran
ceasefire, with Washing-
ton saying it will send a
delegation to Pakistan
for anew round of talks
“soon” and Iran saying
it had yet to decide

and said the US block-
ade and seizure ofan Ira-
nian cargo ship breached
the two-week ceasefire.

“Renewed attacks
on commercial vessels in
the Strait of Hormuz in-
creased fears of supply
disruptions and raised
the risk of a broader es-
calation in hostilities
between the and
Iran,” said Trade Nation
analyst David Morrison.

“Uncertainty also
remains over whelher
negotiations
Islamabad will pmceed
after Iran said it would
not attend talks while
the blockade remains in
place,” he added.

Wall Street’s main
stock indices dipped,
with the S&P 500 and
Nasdaq Composite fall-
ing from record closes.

The S&P 500 shed
0.3pc, the Nasdaq
Compo-site 0.5pc and
the blue-chip Dow less
than 0. Ipc.

The losses were
sharper in Europe. Frank-
furt dropped 1.2pc, Paris
shed 1.1pc and London
gave up 0.6pc.

That came after
gains for Tokyo, Hong
Kong and Shanghai.

"~ Govt actively pursuing diversified capital
markets strategy, finmin tells EU envoy

NEWS DESK:Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Tuesday
said the government was
actively pursuing a di-
versified capital markets
strategy, aimed at
strengthening external
buffers and ensuring
sustainable financing.

He made the re-
‘marks during a meeting
with European Union
(EU) Ambassador to Pa-
kistan ~ Raimundas
Karoblis, the finance
ministry said in a post
on the social media plat-
form X.

whether to attend.

rent crude futures
advanced $4.61, or 5.1
per cent, to $94.99 a bar-
relby 11:26amET (1526
GMT) and US West
Texas Intermediate was
up $4.33, or 5.16pc, at
$88.18.

Both contracts had
tumbled by 9pc on Fri-
day for their largest daily
declines since April 18
after Iran said that pas-
sage for all commercial
vessels through the
Strait of Hormuz was
open for the remainder of
the ceasefire.

The minister under-
scored Pakistan’s steady
return to macroeco-
nomic stability and re-
newed engagement with
international capital mar-
kets, highlighting

“growing investor con-
fidence and  the
government’s commit-
ment to a structured and
forward-looking eco-
nomic reform agenda”.

“He noted that Pa-
Kistan has recently re-
entered international
capital markets after a
four-year hiatus
through a privately
placed Eurobond trans-
action,

which witnessed
strong investor interest
and was successfully
upsized,” the ministry
said.

that “this milestone re-
flects improving eco-
nomic fundamentals and
signals a positive trajec-
tory for Pakistan’s glo-
bal financial integra-
tion”.
Aurangzeb further
stated that “the govern-
ment is actively pursu-
ing a diversified capital
markets strategy,
including future in-
ternational issuances
and innovative financ-
ing instruments, aimed
at strengthening exter-
nal buffers and ensuring
sustainable financing”.
The ministry added
that the EU ambassador
extended an invitation to
the finance minister to
participate in the high-
level EU-Pakistan Busi-
ness Forum scheduled to

be held on April 28 in
Islamabad, which the
minister accepted

According to the
ministry, Aurangzeb is
expected to deliver the
keynote address at the
opening plenary session
on the theme

“Pakistan Rising:
Incentives, Reforms, and
the Next Investment
Frontier.
It added that the
minister appreciated the
EU’s efforts in “bringing
together a large number
of international and do-
mestic business repre-
sentatives,

noting that such
initiatives provide a
valuable platform to
showcase Pakistan’s im-
proving business cli-
mate and investment

ing meaningful busi
ness-to-business en-

“Aurangzeb also
highlighted the
government’s broader
efforts to maintain mac-
roeconomic stability,
strengthen

foreign exchange
reserves, and advance
structural reforms to
support sustainable and
inclusive growth,” it
said.

He acknowledged
the continued support
of key bilateral partners
in reinforcing economic
resilience and
emphasised

the importance of
sustained international
collaboration in this re-
gard, the ministry said.

added that
Aurangzeb emphasised

Azerbaijan says it is ready to supply
LNG to Pakistan

take place, or whose
LNG would be sup-

NEWSDESK
Azerbaijan’s state en-

Pakistan and Qatar
were in an advanced

over loadshedding
even before the begin-

ergy company plied under the ning of summer, stage of discussions
SOCAR is ready to ?agreement. the power division for the supply of at
supply liquefied ?natu- Pakistan, which has already placed an least four LNG car-

ral gas (LNG) to Pa-
kistan as soon ?7as it
receives a request
from Islamabad, the
company told Reuters
on Tuesday, ?as
Islamabad seeks spot
cargoes to ?case a
gmwmg energy short-

relies heavily on ?gas
?for its energy needs,
remains vulnerable to
declining domestic pro-
duction and swings ?in
2global LNG prices
amid ?the supply dis-
ruptions related to the
US-Israeli war on
Tran.

Facing criticism

order with the petro-
leum division to ar-
range around 400 mil-
lion cubic feet per day
(mmefd) of LNG for
power generation,
amid hopes for the
opening of interna-
tional supply routes.
A day ecarlier, it
had also emerged that

goes,
which could pass
through the Strait of
Hormuz within a
couple of days.

Qatar had de-
clared force majeure
early last month on all
its global LNG con-
tracts, including those
"SOCAR said a with Pakistan.
?framework agree-
ment signed in 2025
?between SOCAR
Trading and Pakistan
LNG Limited (PLL)
allows ?the Pakistani
buyer to purchase
LNG cargoes directly
under an accelerated
procedure.

“SOCAR is ready
to ?provide LNG to
Pakistan as ?soon as
PLL submits a corre-
sponding request,” the
“2company ?said in re-
sponse to Reuters
questions.

SOCAR did not
say whether such a re-
quest had already

een made, when a
2first delivery ?could

SBPreceives $1b from Saudi Arabia,
second tranche of $3b deposit

NEWS DESK:The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
said on Tuesday that the
country has received $1
billion from the Ministry
of Finance of Saudi
Arabia, marking the sec-
ond tranche of a $3 bil-
lion deposit agreement
with the Kingdom, in a
post on X.

In the statement, the
central bank said the
funds were received
“with a value date of 20
April 2026” as part of the
financing arrangement
recentlyagreed between
the two countries.

“This is the second
tranche of the $3 billion
deposit recently agreed
by the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia,” the bank said,
adding that the first
tranche of $2 billion had
already been received,
with a value date of 15

Pakistan is also seeking
to secure further finan-
cial space through oil fa-
cilityarrangements with
Saudi Arabia.The cur-
rent deferred oil payment
facility, valued at
around $1 billion annu-
ally, is nearing comple-
tion, under which Saudi
Arabia has been supply-
ing oil worth approxi-
mately $100 million per
month.Meanwhile, Paki-
stan expects to receive
around $1.21 billion from
the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) next
month, subject to ap-
proval by its executive
board, following a staff-
level agreement.

the coming week. He fur-
ther stated that the ex-
isting $5 billion Saudi
deposit would no longer
remain subject to the ear-
lier annual rollover ar-
rangement and would
instead be extended for
alonger period.
Aurangzeb has said
that the government re-
mained committed to
maintaining reserves in
line with its obligations
under the IMF, includ-
ing the objective of
achieving around $18
billion in reserves,
equivalent to approxi-
mately 3.3 months of im-
port cover, by the end of
the fiscal year. The inflow

comes at a critical junc-
ture as Pakistan moves
to meet its external fi-
nancing needs and main-
tain reserve targets un-
der its IMF programme.
Separately, Pakistan
has already cleared a
longstanding $450 mil-
lion loan owed to the
UAE. Officials said Saudi
financial backing would
help cushion the impact
of these outflows, ensur-
ing stability in the exter-
nal account. They added
that with an additional
$3 billion expected from
Saudi Arabia, the total
Saudi deposit exposure
couldrise to $8 billion.
Beyond deposits,

April 2026.
The inflows are ex-
pected to support

Pakistan’s external posi-
tion by bolstering for-
cign exchange reserves
amid ongoing efforts to
maintain macroeco-
nomic stability.

April 15, Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb said that
Saudi Arabia has com-
‘mitted $3 billion in addi-
tional deposits, with dis-
bursement expected in
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Qalandars look to knock Gladlators off playoff spot on home return

NEWSDESK: Defend-
ing champions Lahore
Qalandars return to their
fortress at Gaddafi Sta-
dium on Tuesday with
renewed hunger, desper-
ate to claw back into the
playoff race when they
face a stuttering Quetta
Gladiators side ina cru-
cial day match of the
HBL Pakistan Super
League.

e high-stakes
contest kicks off a
double-header that will
also see the winless
Rawalpindiz take on in-
form Multan Sultans in
a night fixture at
Karachi’s National Bank
Stadium.

‘With the league en-
tering its decisive phase
affer shifiing back be-
tween the two venues
following the second-
round matches in
Karachi, every point
now carries massive
weight.

Qalandars, led by
explosive pace spear-
head Shaheen Shah
Afridi, sit sixth on the
points table with six
points from seven
matches, while Gladia-
tors occupy fourth spot
with the same six points
from eight games but a
‘marginally better net run-
rate.

Both sides know
defeat could effectively
end their playoff ambi-
tions, especially as

Peshawar Zalmi have al-
ready qualified at the top
with 15 points.

Qalandars have
shown fighting spirit at
home. In the first round
at Gaddafi Stadium, they
secured two wins —
against Hyderabad
Kingsmen and Multan
Sultans — before suffer-
ing a loss to Karachi
Kings.

Back on familiar turf
after the break, they will

look to unleash lhelr po-
tent batting line-up fea-
turing Fakhar Zaman,
Abdullah Shafique.
Mohammad Naeem and
all-rounder Sikandar
Raza.In the bowling de-
partment,  captain
Shaheen has been the
standout performer with
13 wickets, the second-
highest in the tourna-
ment. However, he needs
greater support from
Haris Rauf, Raza and

young pacer Ubaid

ah, who have
struggled to find consis-
tent rhythm with the new
ball and in the death
overs.

Gladiators, the 2019
champions, have been
inconsistent, particu-
larly at Gaddafi Stadium,
where they have man-
aged only one victory in
four attempts. Defeats to
Karachi Kings,
Islamabad United :md

heavy loss to Peshawar
Zalmi on Sunday, Gladi-
ators bowling coach
Sohail Tanvir urged his
players to move forward
without dwelling on set-
backs.

“In my view, this
happens sometimes —
there comes a day as a
team when nothing
clicks for you,” he said.
“So, in such situations,
as management, as a
coach, or as senior play-
ers, all we can sayis: for-
get this match and let’s
move on.”

“Because the good
performance from the
previous match didn’t
help us today, and if we
played badly today and
didn’t perform well, it
shouldn’t affect the up-
coming matches.

“We still have two
games. And we are still
in fourth position. We
have all the chances —
if we play the next

— - matches well, we can
Multan Sultans high- require explosive contri- qualify for the playoffs.”
light their vulnerabili- butions from overseas Sohail pinpointed
ties, with their sole suc- stars Rilee Rossouw, middle-overs batting
cess coming against Shamyl  Hussain, struggles and the inabil-
Hyderabad Kingsmen. Khawaja Nafay and ity of the pace attack to

Hasan Nawaz has Bevon Jacobs to im- build pressure in the
emergedas areliable per- prove their middle-overs powerplay as key is-
former, amassing 288 batting, an area where ~sues, stressing that spin-
runs at an average of they have faltered. ners Abrar and Usman
41.14, while captain Their bowling at- need a strong platform
Saud Shakeel has tack hinges on the spin from the top order to be
chipped in with 206 runs  duo of Abrar Ahmed and  effective.
through  composed Usman Tariq, each with On  Monday,
middle-order innings.  eight wicketsso far.  Qalandars held a prac-

Yet the Gladiators Following their ticesession atthe LCCA

Ground  alongside
Karachi Kings, fine-tun-
ing strategies for the
must-win encounter.
The Gladiators, arriving
in Lahore later in the
evening, chose rest to
ensure freshness.

The day’s second
match in Karachi pits the
hapless Rawalpindiz
against high-flying
Multan Sultans. The
newly introduced
Rawalpindiz franchise
has endured a torrid de-
but campaign, remain-
ing winless in seven
matches with a dismal
net run-rate.

Despite boasting
talents  such  as
Mohammad Rizwan and
a blend of experienced
locals and overseas play-
ers, the side has failed to
click, leaving them an-
chored at the bottom of
the table.

Multan Sultans, in
stark contrast, sit sec-
ond with 10 points from
seven matches. With
five victories already,
theyare among the most
consistent teams and
heavy favourites to ex-
tend their dominance
against the struggling
Pindiz outfit.

A winwould further
strengthen their playoff
position, while
Rawalpindiz face yet an-
other daunting chal-
lenge in their quest for a
maiden PSL victory.

Sabalenka, Alcaraz sweep top honours

NEWS DESK:Tennis
ruled the red carpet in
Madrid on Monday as
Aryna Sabalenka and
Carlos Alcaraz were
crowned Sportswoman
and Sportsman of the
Year at ?the Laureus
Awards.

The pair were
honoured after glittering
2025 campaigns that saw
them ?finish atop the
women's and men's ten-
nis rankings respec-
tively.

Spaniard Alcaraz,
22, reclaimed the year-
end world number one
spot after capturing two
Grand Slam titles at the
French Open and U.S.
Open, underlining his
supremacy ?across sur-
faces.

elarusian
Sabalenka, 27, mean-
while, stood alongside
himin the winners' circle
in ?New York and also
reached the final in Aus-
tralia and France, cap-
ping % season of relent-
less consistency.

With her triumph,

Sabalenka joins a roll call
of Laureus ?Sports-
woman of the Year recipi-
ents from her sport n-
cluding Serena Williams,
Jennifer Capriati, Justine
Henin ?and Naomi
Osaka.

In a first for the
awards, the ceremony
was hosted by two ath-
letes — both former
Laureus winners —
Novak Djokovic and
Eileen Gu. Last year's top
honours went to gym-
nast Simone Biles and
pole-vaulter Mondo
?Duplantis.

Meilroy takes come-
back prize

Flsewhere, Rory
Mellroy claimed the
World Comeback of the
Year Award ?after ending
an 11-year wait to com-
plete the career Grand
Slam with a playoff vic-
tory at the 72025 Mas-
ters, ?a title he defended
in 2026.Formula One's
Lando Norris  was
named World Break-
through of the Year,
while Paris St Germain

took World Team of the
Year after a trophy haul
in 2025 that included the
French league and Cup
plus their first Champi-
ons League crown.
The ?Laureus
World Sports ?Awards
nominees are selected
by the global media,
while the winners are
determined by the 69
members of the Laureus
World Sports Academy.
The awards have
been Zpresented annu-
ally since 2000.
Winners: World
Sportsman of the Year
Award: Carlos Alcaraz
World ?Sportswoman of
?the Year Award: Aryna
Sabalenka World Team
of the Year Award: Paris
St Germain World Break-
through of the Year
Award: Lando Norris
‘World Comeback of the
Year Award: Rory
Mcllroy World
Sportsperson of the Year
?with a ?Disability
Award: Gabriel Araujo
World Action
Sportsperson of the Year

?Award: Chloe Kim
World oung
Sportsperson of the Year
Award: Lamine Yamal
Laureus Sporting Inspi-
ration Award: Toni
Kroos Laureus Lifetime
Achievement Award:
?Nadia  Comaneci
Laureus Sport for Good
Award: Futbol Mas.

Alcaraz to miss
French Open

Carlos Alcaraz is
awaiting the results of |
tests on his injured wrist
before making ?a deci-
sion about defending his
French Open title ?next
month, the world number
two said.

The seven-times
Grand Slam champion
picked up the injury in
the first ?round of the
Barcelona Open earlier
this ?month before with-
drawing from the tourna-
ment.

The Reuters Iran
Briefing newsletter
keeps you informed with
the latest developments
and analysis of the Iran
war. Sign up here.

Babar was not utilised properly in T20

World Cup: Azhar Mahmood

NEWS DESK:Peshawar
Zalmi bowling coach
Azhar Mahmood has
strongly defended Babar
Azam, asserting that the
star batsman was not
utilised properly during
Pakistan's disappointing
campaign in the T20
World Cup, where expec-
tations of a higher strike
rate forced him out of his
natural game.

Zalmi recorded a
commanding 118-run
victory over Quetta
Gladiators at the National
Bank Stadium on Sun-
day night, that featured
Babar’s unbeaten 100 off
just 52 balls — an in-
‘nings laced with elegant
stroke play, a hallmark of
Babar’s batting.

The knock pro-
pelled Zalmi to a formi-
dable total and under-
scored Babar’s return to
form in the ongoing HBL
Pakistan Super League,
where he has already
crossed 400 runs at a
strike rate exceeding 143.

“Babar has always
been world-class,”
Azhar, who recently
ended his stint at the
Pakistan Test coach,
said. “He was going
through a slightly diffi-
cult phas

“When he was with
me during the Test
matches, we spoke to
him and worked with
him. We told him that the
cricket he knows how to

lay — he is a proper
cricketing shots player.
He is not someone who
gocs and plays power-
hitting straight away.”

Azhar highlighted
how Babar has redis-
covered his “artistic
kind of batting” in the

PSL, with fluid shots
flowing through for him.

“The way he played
today, he presented his
innings so beautifully,”
the former Pakistan all-
rounder noted. “And if
you look at him through-
out the PSL, you will see
his proper cncketmg
shots again,”

The coach revealed
that his message to
Babar was simple: “Go
and enjoy yourself, and
play your own cricket
the way you have al-
ways played it.”

Azhar then turned
his attention to Babar’s
struggles in the T20
World Cup, where the
batsman was criticised
for a relatively modest
strike rate. He argued
that the demand for
Babar to bat at number
four and accelerate un-
naturally created unnec-
essary pressure.

“When you made
him bat at number four
in the World Cup, people
talk about his strike
rate,” he said.

“If you look at
strike rates in Pakistan’s
T20 cricket, we don’t
have anyone with 180~
190. Babar’s strike rate in
international cricket is
128.

“So there isn’t that
much difference. But
what you get with Babar
is consistency. He sets
aplatform for you... Af-
ter that, your power-hit-
ters can play freely.”

Azhar contended
that excessive hype
around Babar’s strike
rate and suboptimal
utilisation contributed
to his difficulties.

“So I think there
was a lot of hype on
Babar that his strike rate
is low, and the way we
have used him... I think
he wasn’t utilised prop-
erly,” he remarked point-

.
The Zalmi coach
broadened his critique
to Pakistan’s cricket eco-
system, lamenting an
overemphasis on imme-
diate results rather than
long-term process.

“International
matches obviously have
pressure... unfortu-
nately in Pakistan, it has
always been that there is
too much focus on the
outcome — if you get
knocked out of the tour-
nament,” he said. “T al-
ways believe that you
have to work on the pro-
cess.

“We focus too
much on results. If you
follow the process for a
long time... give them
proper opportunities
and hold them account-
able.”

Azhar also pointed
to frequent changes in
the coaching staff as a
destabilising factor. In
the last two years, he
noted, six to eight
coaches had come and
gone, leaving players
uncertain.

“Every coach has
his own mindset... now
the players know that
today this coach is
there; tomorrow who

knows if he will be or
not,” he observed.

Endrick stars as Lyon dent PSG’s

Ligue 1 title hopes

NEWS DESK:Brazilian ~ semi-finals. in the 2020 semi:
prodigy Endrick scored “You want a more Paulo Fonseca’s
one goal and set up an-  close-fought league and  sideare joint-third on 54
other as Lyon won 2-1 you have it. Lens keep points with Lille, who
away to Paris Saint- wmmngandllw)llbedlf- drew 0-0 with Nice on
Germain on Sunday, ficultuntil theend,”said ~Saturday.
denting the reigning Eu-  Luis Enrique. “Endrick was deci-
ropean champions’ bid “That’s football sive but I am especially
for another Ligue 1 title. and now we just need to  happy with how hard he
Endrick gave Lyon prepare for the upcom- worked defensively,”
an early lead at the Parc ~ ing games. We are going  said Fonseca.

des Princes and then re-  to be playing every three Rennes are a point
leased Afonso Moreira days now and we need behind Lyon and Lille in
to double their advan- to cope with that.” fifth after a 3-0 victory
tage. Meanwhile, Lyon’s at Strasbourg, while

PSG rested several win is a huge boost in Marseille are another
stars from the side that their quest to return to point back in sixth fol-
beat Liverpool away in the Champions League lowing a 2-0 loss at
midweek to reach the after an absence of six Lorient on Saturday.
Cham-pions League years from Europe’s elite Monaco are two
semi-finals and were far club competition — points further adrift in
from their best, with since they lost to Bayern seventh after having to
Goncalo Ramos having
a penalty saved before
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia
grabbed a late consola-
tion,

It was a fifth defeat
in Ligue 1 this season for
Luis Enrique’s side, who
are one point ahead of
nearest challengers Lens
witha game in hand—a
win at home to Nantes
ina rearranged fixture in
midweek will leave them
four points clear with
five to play.

PSG must still travel
next month to Lens, who
beat Toulouse 3-2 on Fri-
day, and remain on
course for a fifth straight
domestic title, but this
remains a setback for a
side preparing to face
Bayern Munich in the
Champions League

come from behind to
draw 2-2 with Auxerre.

The top three
qualify d)reclly for next
season’s Champions
League, with fourth en-
tering in the third quali-
fying round.

Fifth goes into the
Europa League and sixth
into the Conference
League.

Endrick opened the

scoring in the seventh
minute, beating home
goalkeeper Matvey
Safonov at his near post
— he has now scored
seven goals for Lyon
since arriving on loan
from Real Madrid in
January.

F1 to make rule changes from next race

NEWS DESK:Formula high-speed corners so ?questioned his future
One teams and stake- the combustion engine in the sport.

holders agreed ?unani- can recharge the battery, The governing In-
mously on Monday to and ?have aired safety ternational Automobile
engine rule tweaks aimed  concerns regarding the ~ Federation (FIA) said in
at improving the racing start and speed differen- a statement, opens new
and driver safety ?from tials during the race. tabthat an online meet-
the next race in Miami They have also had ing with the 11 team

May 3. ?2to contend with 'super-  bosses,

The sport this sea- clipping' where the power unit CEOs
son started a new era, power unit automatically and Formula One had
with the hybrid power diverts energy from the agreed a number of i
units now split roughly engine to the battery, season "refinements"
50-50 between electric slowing ?down the car that would now be put
and combustion power. ~even if the driver is flat to a ?virtual vote.

Some drivers have on the throttle. "The proposals
complained over the first Red Bull's four- agreed today... will be
three races about having  times world champion — implemented from Miami
2o 'lift and coast' into Max Verstappen has apart from the race start

changes that ?will be
tested in Miami and
adopted following feed-
back and analysis," it
said.

More consistent
flat-out driving

The FIA said en-
ergy management ?pa-
rameters ?would be ad-
justed for qualifying, a
key area of concern,
witha reduction in maxi-
mum permitted recharge
from eight megajoules to
seven

to encourage more
consistent flat-out driv-
ing and peak 'superclip’

power increased from
ZSOkW to 350kW to re-
duce the time spent re-
charging.

In the race, mea-
sures were introduced to
reduce excessive clos-
ing speeds and ?

limit sudden perfor-
mance differentials
?with the maximum
power  ?available
through boost capped at
anadditional 150kW.

A new system has
been developed and will
be trialled to mitigate the
risks of a slow-starting
car being ?

struck by a faster
one close behind as well
as measures to improve
9safety and visibility %in
the wet.
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Massive Customs Scam Rocks Quetta: Six More
Officers Suspended in Silver-to-Lead Fraud

Syed Ali Shah:

BREAKING NEWS

Pakistan’s biggest cus-
toms scandal in recent
years, authorities have
suspended six more
officers after fresh
evidence exposed
their alleged involve-
ment,

gross negligence,
and direct facilitation in
the shocking case of
converting silver into
lead.

Sources within c 0 s u“
FICERS SUSPENDED IN
Revenue (FBR) re-

ER-TO-LEAD FRAUD

investigation uncov- = e

ered clear signs of 3 T

misconduct and seri- Fresh probe uncovers involvement and negligence;

ous lapses by several criminal cases launched as new team takes charge in Quetta.
customs officials and
staff members.

Following these
findings, the authorities
immediately  sus-
pended one Collector
Customs (BS-20),

one Deputy Col-
lector (BS-18), one
Assistant Collector
(BS-17), and three of-

ficers at the BS-16 Quetta Voice - Balochistan's First Digital and Print Daily | Reporting to the World from Pakistan quettavoice.com
level. scam  will face the fraud have also To restore public toms Enforcement in and the newly ap- in the provincial capi- the customs depart-
Criminal investiga- charges in a formal beenidentifiedandwill confidence and ensure Quetta has been re- pointed Collector and tal. ment and raised seri-
tions are now in full FIR, be brought to justice a fair probe, the entire placed. Additional Collector The unfolding ous concerns about
swing. Those found while individuals under the full force of previous team at the Three new offic- have already taken scandal has sent internal oversight and
directly complicitinthe who benefited from the law. Collectorate of Cus- ers have been posted, charge of their duties shockwaves through accountability.

ECP halts Senate by-election for ~ Pakistan Navy conducts successful test of locally
Murad Saeed’s vacant seat developed air-launched cruise missile: ISPR

NEWS DESK:The Elec-  tified as amember,” add- disqualification men-

tion Commission of Pa-  ing that a person is con- tioned his sentencing by | NEWS DESK:The It further said that ISPR said. test, stating that it was On April 16, the
kistan (ECP) on Tuesday ~sidered a member of the an anti-terrorism court | Pakistan Navy con- the test had “strength- “The president, a “milestone” in navy successfully
halted the by-election house only after taking (ATC) on March 7. ducted a successful ened Pakistan armed prime minister of Pa- Pakistan’s defence fired a locally devel-
for the vacant Senate the oath. ~ Saced was named | test of the indig- forces’ kistan, chief of de- capabilities. oped anti-ship ballistic
seat of PTIleader Murad The petitioner’s among47 proclaimed of- | enously developed multi-dimensional fence forces and ser- As per a state- missile to engage tar-

Saced and issued astay  counsel further re- fenders sentencedto 10 | <Taimgor air-  coordinated strike pos-  vices chiefs have con-  ment by the Ministry gets at an extended

order after a petition - quested the ECPto post- - years’ imprisonment in | 3ynched cruise mis-  ture and capabilities in ~ gratulated of Interior, Naqvi con- range.

glga:}g]%zd‘:gﬁgi%ﬂﬁ f::@'v:iﬁeyg?fxﬁ ::S :ﬁah::éggﬁgﬂlﬁ:i sile, the military’s me-  the conventional do- the scientists and  gratulated In January, the

process, adjourning fur-  biguity in the matter. case by a Rawalpindi dia wing said on Tues- main”. engineers on achiev- the nation on the navy conducted a

ther proceedings. After hearingthe ar-  ATC. day. “Pakistan Navy ing this significant gucc_esstul test, af- “comprehensive exer-
A three-member guments, the ECP ac- In a notification The Inter-Ser- stands resolute in its milestone,” the state- firming that Pakistan cise™

commitment to safe-
guard the nation’s
‘maritime interests and
sovereign waters,”

bench of the ECP heard  cepted the request and dated March 25 and | vices Public Relations
the petition regarding put the scheduled April - available with Dawn, the | (ISPR) said that the
the matter and issued 23 by-election on hold, ECP cited the court’s | “Pakistan Navy has
notices to all concerned issuing a stay order and March 7 order, stating: | conducted successful
parties. adjourning the case un- “Murad Saced, notified | [ive weapon firing of

During the hearing, til May 7. as returned candidate on | Taimoor air-launched
the lawyer for petitioner Laler the ECPalso  a general seat of Senate
MPA Jalal Khan ap- suspended Saeed’s from Khyber
peared before the com-  March 25 disquali Province y )
Tnission and stated that tion ordet “untll further [..] has become disquali- | developed Anti-
Saced had been clected orders”. The ECP had fied under Article | Ship Weapon System
senator but did not take ~ disqualified Saced from  63(1)(h) of the Constitu- | — in a powerful dem-
the oath of office. his Senate seat follow- tion of Islamic Republic | onstration of precision

He argued, “Since ing his conviction in a _of Pakistan and s hereby | strike capability and
Saeed did not take the May 9 case. de-notified. Resultantly, operauona] readi-
oath, questions arise The ECP’s notifica-  his scat has become va- | pegs™
over how he was de-no- tion regarding Saced’s cant.” ISPR said that the
cruise missile “ex-
ecuted its mission with
exceptional precision,
validating Pakistan
Navy’s combat capa-
bility to detect, target
and decisively
neutralise enemy sea-
based threats at ex-
tended ranges”.

The statement
added that the test
marked “a pivotal el-
evation of national de-
fence capability”.

|l - , SC notifies SOPs to ensure uninterrupted functlonmg
during ‘unforeseen public holidays’

ment concluded. Navy remained “com- in the north Ara-

Interior Minister mitted to protecting bian Sea, where it suc-
Mohsin Naqvi also the nation’s maritime cessfully fired a sur-
lauded the successful borders”. face-to-air missile.

cruise missile —an in-

Karachi police lodge case s pes.ime
after young doctor shot dead |25y “ooincs

separate standard op-
near Mehran Hotel eratingprocedures
(SOPs) to ensure un-
NEWS DESK:A young  a rickshaw along Dr  he later succumbed to | interrupted judicial
doctor was shot dead Daud Pota Road to- his injuries during treat- functioning during “un-
near Mehran Hotel on wards the Karachi Uni- ment. foreseen public holi-
Karachi’s Dr Daud Pota  versity Centre after the The complainant
Road later on Monday doctor had returned from said he was informed

cases filed by counsel
from Sindh and
Balochistan.

“The SOPs fur-
ther provide for the is-
suance of weekly and
proposed monthly
cause lists,

along with the de-
velopment of an auto-

Thc development I mated case fixation

night in what police de- duty. about his brother’s
scribed as a suspected Quoting his sister- death by his nephew via | comes as extraordi- system to enhance
targeted attack. in-law, the complainant phone call, after which | nary security mea- transparency,
The victim was said that near Mehran he immediately travelled | sures have been put in minimise delays, and
identified as Dr Sarang, Hotel, to Karachi. place for the antici- improve case flow
36, son of Muhammad a white car with an Assistant Sub-In- | pated second round of management,” it said.
Hussain and a resident unidentified registration speclorofPollceZulﬁqar US-Iran peace talks in The statement
of Karachi. ~ number their d the inci- | [slamabad, expected concluded that the
A f;‘fﬁ‘{‘"m‘_‘m“f’“ "Cks:“";ad att f‘les‘ba"d fsa:d ﬂ’e body | 16 be held this week. measures reflected the
report (FIR) was regis- e added thataman  had been formally exam- ‘A day calicr, the SC’s “continted com.

tered at Artillery Maidan  stepped out from the ined. P
Police Station foday un-  rear seat, pulled out a  He said the crime | Federal Constitutional
der Sections 34 (com- pistol and opened fircon scene had been in- | Court also said no ju- cc! I u
‘mon intention) and 302  Dr Sarang before fleeing spected and physical | dicial work would be = —— citizen-centric admin-
(murder) of the Pakistan the scene in the same evidence, including | conducted at its prin- continue duri; nal matters, including duce pendency, at istration of justice™.
Penal Code, on the com-  vehicle. spent ammunition, was | cipal seatin Islamabad “emergently declared family cases, bail mat- least 40 per cent of On Monday, the
plaint of the victim’s  The FIR said the taken into custody. on Tuesday in view of public holidays” with ters, criminal review each final cause list SC had conducted
brother, Sarmad  driver of the car remains A sealed bag was | security arrangements minimal essential staff ~petitions, cases ofpris- would consist of the court proceedings,
Hussain. unidentified and the alsorecovered from near | ahead of the arrival of arrangements, unless oners above 80 years oldest pending cases where ~around 20

According to the  wife narrowly escaped  the site of the incident. | foreion delegations.  otherwise dirccted by of age, restoration pe- up to the year 2018, cases out of a total of
FIR, the incident oc- unhurt Investigators said ? . : EAEY . e :

) - . stigator According to a Chief Justice of Paki- titions and compro- withprogressiveinclu- 28 were disposed of,
curred at around Dr Sarang received they were probing the ] : v A

g . TS : pressreleaseissuedby stan (CJP) Yahya mise matters and sion of later years while one of the mem-

11:55pmon Monday. ~ bullet wounds to his case from mulfiple n. . ¢ t

Dr Sarang’s wife, chest and three addi- angles and efforts were the SC on Tuesday, un-  Affidi. cases involving short where required. bers of the bench par-
who was present at the tional injuries tohis legs. underway to identify der the SOPs, admin- “The case fixation legal questions,” the It said that special ticipated from the
scene, stated that the He was taken to and arrest the suspects, istrative and judicial framework prioritises = statement said. facilitation had also Lahore Registry via
couple were travellingin  Jinnah Hospital, where ~who remain at large. business will ordinarily urgent civil and crimi- Itadded thattore- been provided for secure video link.
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