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IG Balochistan Calls for Stronger Investigation
System, IT-Based Policing to Improve Public Safety

Qaseem Shah,
Ali Hamza, News Desk:

QUETTA: Inspector General
(IG) of Balochistan Police has
emphasized the urgent need to
strengthen the investigation
system to ensure modern po-
licing and improved public ser-
vice delivery, stating that ac-
countability and individual re-
sponsibility are key to eliminat-
ing crime from society.

The IG made these re-
marks during a meeting with
probationary Deputy Superin-
tendents of Police (DSPs) from
Sindh, who visited the Central
Police Office as part ofa study
tour led by Deputy Comman-
dant Sarfraz Ahmed Falaki of
the National Police Academy,
Islamabad.

nghllgh[mg the core re-
sponsibilities of the police, the
IG said protecting citizens’
lives and property and resolv-
ing their issues without delay
remains the department’s fore-
most duty. He stressed that su-
pervisory officers play a piv-
otal role in fulfilling these re-
sponsibilities effectively.

Senior officers, including
Additional IG Operations Agha
Muhammad Yousaf, DIG Fi-
nance Sohail Ahmed Sheikh,
AIG Operations Naveed Alam,
Course ommander
Muhammad Jawad Ishaq, AIG
IT Fazil Shah, AIG General
Abid Khan, AIG Legal Shafig-
ur-Rehman Shahwani, and
AIG Security Division Dr.
Sami Malik, were also present
at the meeting.

Focus on Modern
Policing and Training

Addressing young offic-

ers, the IG urged them to adopt
professionalism, public service,
and modern policing practices
while strengthening ties be-
tween police and the commu-
nity. He advised them to re-
main open to learning, noting
that field experience plays a
critical role in shaping future
leadership. “The future of po-
licing is IT-based,” he said, urg-
ing officers to focus on acquir-
ing new skills and adapting to
emerging trends. He added
that honesty, dedication, and a
spirit of public service are es-

sential for success in the po-
lice service.

‘Women Officers

Encouraged to Lead
The IG also addressed fe-
male officers, encouraging
them to serve as role models
and actively address issues
faced by women in society. He
stressed that their role is vital
in ensuring better access to
justice for female citizens.
Police Reforms and
Training Initiatives

The 1G highlighted ongo-
reforms within the
chi

ing
Balochistan Police,

including the training of

former Levies personnel who
were merged into A-area po-
licing.

He said the three-month
modern training program,
launched on January 1, 2026,
aims to enhance their profes-
sional capabilities.

Crackdown on
Proclaimed Offenders
He appreciated the perfor-

mance of various police ranges
in a special campaign against
proclaimed

offenders, announcing
cash rewards for top-perform-
ing districts.

Kachhi district received
Rs250,000,

Hub Rs200,000, Quetta
Rs150,000, and Sibi Rs100,000,
while Kohlu and Ziarat were
awarded Rs75,000 each for
achieving 100% performance
in arrests.

The IG praised the efforts
of DIGs and SSPs for main-

taining discipline and demon-
strating

professional commitment
during the campaign, urging
other districts to follow their
example.

Strengthening

Public Trust

To improve public trust,
the IG said open courts (Khuli
Kacheris) are being regularly
held under DIGs and SSPs,
allowing direct interaction with
citizens and prompt resolution
of complaints.

] d that access to

police officers should be easy
for the common citizen.
Digital Services and

Safe City Projects

The IG highlighted several
initiatives aimed at moderniz-
ing policing,

including mobile units for
character certificates and e-li-
censing services to reduce
public inconvenience.

He added that Safe City
projects, equipped with mod-
ern

surveillance cameras, are
helping monitor criminal activ-
ity and improve traffic man-
agement.

The establishment of a
Serious Crime Investigation
Wing is also assisting in resolv-
ing complex cases more effi-
ciently.

Accountability and
Welfare Measures

Under the internal ac-
countability system, strict ac-
tion is being taken against cor-
rupt elements,

while outstanding officers
are being rewarded with cash
prizes and commendation cer-
tificates.

345,000 Patients Treated
Under Balochistan Health
Card as Free Care Expands

News Desk:

According to official figures,
the program has delivered
69,000 dialysis sessions, over
44,000 chemotherapy treat-
ments, and more than 1,200
radiotherapy sessions.

Cardiac care includes
7,784 angioplasties and 575

bypass surgeries,

while 304 children with
heart conditions have been
treated free of cost.

The initiative has also fa-
cilitated 3,412 neurosurgeries

and 12,300

has beenis

ic surger-

ies, along with 183 burn and
plastic surgery cases.

In maternal healthcare,
over 55,000 cases have been
managed, including 24,688 nor-
mal dclwcncs and 20 344 C-

section

into the pro-
gram.

Bugti emphasized that the
Balochistan government is
committed to further strength-
ening the healthcare sector
and expanding facilities to en-
sure ibl

thousands of women.

The chief minister stated
that every citizen’s national
identity card now serves
health card, enabling easier
access to services.

He added that a wide net-
work of major public and pri-
vate hospitals across Pakistan

S

ment for all.

More than 345,000 pa-
tients have received free medi-
cal treatment under the
Balochistan Health Card Pro-
gram, with thousands benefit-
ing from critical procedures,
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said.

quality treat-

He was rushed to a nearby

From Our Corr

Pishin, Balochistan — A police
personnel was killed when ter-
rorists opened fire on a
checkpost in the Killi
Harmezai (also referred to as
Kalk Lamran or Hazarmezai)
area of Pishin district on Mon-
day.

According to initial re-
ports, unidentified militants at-
tacked the police post in the
Harmezai region of Tehsil
Harmezai.

The assaault resulted in
the martyrdom of Hawaldar
Nematuilah (also spelled
Nemat Ullah), a dedicated po-
lice officer serving at the post.

hospital but to his
injuries.

Local police sources con-
firmed that the attackers fled
the scene after the firing.

Law enforcement person-
nel immediately cordoned off
the area and launched a search
operation to track down the
suspects involved in the attack.

Details of the Incident

* Location: Killi Harmezai
/ Kalk Lamran area, Tehsil
Harmezai, Pishin district,
Balochistan

« Casualty: Hawaldar
Nematullah (martyred)

+ Nature of Attack: Di-
rect firing by terrorists on a
police checkpost

Police Constable Martyred in
Terrorist Attack on Checkpost
in Pishin, Balochistan

+ Response: Police have
scaled the area and initiated a
manhunt for the assailants

This tragic incident high-
lights the ongoing security chal-
lenges in parts of Balochistan,
where security forces and po-
lice personnel continue to face
threats from terrorist ele-
ments.

No group has claimed re-
SpOnSlblllly for the attack so

"The Balochistan govern-
mentand senior police officials
have expressed condolences to
the family of the martyred of-
ficer.
Further details regarding
the investigation and the
search operation are awaited.
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Fiscal Federalism and the Quest for Equity in Pakistan

AGHA SANAULLAH:
Fiscal federalism forms
the bedrock of gover-
nance in any federation,
determining how finan"
cial resources are raised,
shared, and spent to fos-
ter balanced develop-
ment and social equity.
In Pakistan, this relation-
ship is constitutionally
mediated through the
National Finance Com-
mission (NFC) Award, a
mechanism designed to
rectify both vertical im-
balances between the
federal and provincial
governments and hori-
zontal disparities among
the provinces them-
selves.

While the NFC
Award represents a vital
instrument for devolu-
tion and provincial au-
tonomy, a critical exami-
nation reveals_that its
promise of equitable re-
source distribution is
persistently undermined
by deeper, systemic
flaws in the country’s
fiscal governance.

The NFC Award
has, over successive it-
erations, progressively
increased the provincial
share in national rev-
enues, thereby
strenglhemng fiscal de-
centralization.

This shift has the
potential to improve
public service delivery
by bringing resources
closer to the people.

However, the effec-
tiveness of these trans-
fers is contingent upon
a healthy national fiscal
environment—a condi-
tion Pakistan has rarely
met.

The nation’s fiscal
narrative is character-
ized by structural weak-
nesses that choke the
system at its source.

A chronically nar-
row tax base, heavy rel
ance on regressive in
rect taxation, and ineffi-
cient revenue mobiliza-
tion by the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)

mean that the total pool
of resources available
for distribution is per-
petually insufficient.

Consequently, even
awell-intentioned NFC
Award framework oper-
ates within a system of
scarcity, limiting its ca-
pacity to achieve genu-
ine equity.

“Hidden Deficits”
and Contingent
Liabilities

Beyond revenue in-
adequacy, the expendi-
ture side of the fiscal

equation presents an
equally formidable chal-
lenge.

A significant por-
tion of the federal bud-
getis consumed by non-
development expendi-
ture, most notably debt
servicing and defense.
This leaves limited fiscal
space for development
spending, which is cru-
cial for long-term eco-
nomic growth and for
addressing regional in-
equalmes

The paper notes

that the fiscal year 2024—
25 saw a nine-year low
in the consolidated bud-
get deficit, partly due to
provincial surpluses.
However, this su-
perficial stability masks
the underlying reality
that the cost of servic-
ing past debt continues
to crowd out invest-
ments in the human and
physical infrastructure
needed to level the play-
ing field among
provinces.A major con-
tribution of the research

is its identification of
“hidden deficits” and
contingent liabilities as
critical yet often over-
looked sources of fiscal
stress. Beyond the con-
ventional budget deficit,
factors such as off-bud-
get expenditures, subsi-
dies to loss-making pub-
lic sector enterprises,
and implicit guarantees
for future
Cycle of Short-
Term Fixes Rather
Than Long-Term
Solutions

obligations create a
precarious financial real-
ity. This lack of transpar-
ency in accounting for
risks—from natural ca-
lamities to the collapse of
state-owned corpora-
tions—exposes the fed-
eration to unpredictable
fiscal shocks.

The failure to con-
solidate and disclose
these contingent liabili-
ties means that the true
scale of fiscal vulnerabil-
ity is rarely debated in
parliament or under-

stood by the public, per-
petuating a cycle of
short-term fixes rather
than long-term solu-
tions.

To break this cycle,
the paper argues for a
fundamental shift from
one-dimensional, crisis-
driven fiscal manage-
ment to a multi-dimen-
sional, institutionally
anchored approach.

It recommends a
suite of reforms that
move beyond the NFC
Award itself  to

strengthen the entire fis-
cal ecosystem

Key among these
are the establishment of
an Independent Fiscal
Council (IFC) to provide
unbiased analysis of fis-
cal policy and budget
assumptions, thus re-
ducing political discre-
tion and enhancing evi-
dence-based decision-
making.

Funhennore itcalls
for strengthening the
Medium-Term Budget-
ary Framework by link-
ing it to Public Service
Agreements (PSAs) that
tie resource allocation
to measurable out-
comes, ensuring that
provincial transfers un-
der the NFC Award
translate into tangible
improvements in educa-
tion, health, and infra-
structure.

In conclusion, the
National Finance Com-
mission Award is an es-
sential but insufficient
instrument for achieving
fiscal equity in Pakistan.
Its effectiveness is inex-
tricably linked to the
overall health of the
nation’s public finances.

As the research pa-
per demonstrates, per-
sistent issues such as a
narrow tax base, unsus-
tainable debt service,
and opaque contingent
liabilities undermine the
very resources that the
NFC Award is meant to
distribute equitably.

Moving forward,
the focus must broaden
from negotiating provin-
cial shares to implement-
ing deep-rooted institu-
tional reforms.

By enhancing rev-
enue mobilization, ensur-
ing fiscal transparency,
and prudently managing
debt and liabilities, Pa-
kistan can create an en-
vironment where the
NFC Award can fulfill its
constitutional prom-
ise—fostering a resil-
ient, balanced, and truly
equitable federation.

Forced Marriage in Islam: A Clear Violation
of Women’s Rights and Human Dignity

By Musavir
Durrani:
Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make

consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The Qur’an
Clearly Forbids
Forced Marriages.

Allah states in
Surah An-Nisa:

“0O you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”

(Qur’an 4:19)

This verse was
revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic  Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)

complaining that her
father had married her

without her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-
sent is mandatory.

Hadith  Refer-
ences:  Sahih al-
Bukhari, Hadith 5138.

Sahih Muslim, Hadith
1419. These narra-
tions all confirm that
the Prophet (PBUH)
allowed the woman to
annul her forced mar-
riage.

narration
cven states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that fa-

thers have no right to
force their daughters.
Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.
Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and
advise,
but they have ab-

solutely no power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they “know what is
best,” they cannot
override the choice of
their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the per-
son getting married.

Statements such
as: “If you don’t marry
this one, who will
marry you?”. “You
have no choice.” “Do
it for
family honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”

These are pure
emotional manipula-
tion, and Islam does

not allow it. Emotional
or Psychological
Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-
riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even
emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or

threats

is invalid (Batil) in
Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH) an-
nulled

marriages done
without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the ground,

we bury their
dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”

When a girl is
forced into a marriage,
pressured emotionally,
or told she has no
other choice, we de-
stroy her life while she
is still alive. This s the
new form of burying
women alive, and Is-
lam came to end this
injustice completely.

Forced marriage
has no place in Islam.
It is against the
Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
the dignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but never

control or force
marriage decisions.

“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”
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Trump was likely target of White House correspondents'

NEWS DESK:US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
officials in his adminis-
tration were the likely
targets of a suspect who
fired on a security agent
guarding the White
House Correspondents'
Association ?dinner in
Washington, US Acting
Attorney General Todd
Blanche said on Sunday.

The man fired a
shotgun at a Secret Ser-
vice agent at a check-
point in the Washington
Hilton hotel before being
tackled and arrested.
Trump %and first lady
Melania Trump were
rushed out of the dinner.

"It does appear that
he, he did, in fact, set out
to target folks that work
in the administration,
likely including the
president,” Blanche told
NBC News' "Meet the
Press," adding that the
suspect likely traveled
by train from Los Ange-
lés to Chicago and then
to Washington.

The suspect will be
charged in federal court
on Monday with assault
of a federal officer, dis- firmed the officer had ity with the United background, but social
charging a firearm and  ?been released from the ~ States. NATO leader media postings sug-

attempting to kill a fed- hospital. Mark Rutte called it an  gested he was a teacher
eral officer, Blanche said, Trump told report- ~attack "on our 2frec and in Torrance, near Los
adding he did not know ers he believed that he open societies,” and Angeles.
if there was an Iran con-  was the target of the at- leaders stressed vio- Washington interim
nection to the attack. tack. The president has lence had no place ina  Police Chief Jeffery
Condemnation of survived two previous democracy. Carroll said the ?suspect
shooting Trump told re-  attempts on his life since Suspect thought to was armed with a shot-
porters at a briefing at 2024, a period of ?deep- be 'lone wolf,” Trump gun, a handgun and mul-

the White House after ening political polariza- says tiple knives. He was
the attack that the Secret  tion in the United States. A law enforcement taken to a local hospital
Service agent was saved Around the world, official identified the to be evaluated, but it
by his bulletproof vest leaders condemned the suspect as Cole Tomas was too soon to say
and was in "good attack, addingtheywere Allen, a California resi- what his motivation was,
shape." US Secret Ser-  relieved that Trumpand ~ dent about 31 years old. Carroll said.

vice spokesperson An- all present weresafe and ~ Little ?was immediately Based on ?prelimi-
thony Guglielmi con- expressingtheir solidar- known about Allen’s nary information, he was

dinner shooting, says US official

attire, inan extraordinary ?caused by the noise of
late-night press confer- gunshots - triggers a
ence in the White House  ?ripple of gasps through
briefing room, flanked the room.

by Vice President JD People  started
‘Vance and other cabinet = screaming, “Get ?down,
‘members. Trump's wife, get down!" Many of the
Melania, looked on from 2,600 attendees dressed
the sidelines and de- in tuxedos and ball
murred when he ?asked ~ gowns took cover under
her whether she wanted tables as security per-
to talk about the events sonnel drew their weap-
of the evening. ons, with some pushing

The venue for the cabinet secretaries to
dinner was the scene of  the floor and covering
an attempt on the life of them with their bodies,
President Ronald while others formed a
Reagan, who was shot protective cordon.
and wounded by a Security personnel
would-be assassin 2out- in combat fatigues
side the hotel 7in 1981.  stormed the stage, point-

Closed-circuit TV ing rifles into the ?ball-
footage released by roomas Trump, his wife
Trump on Truth Social and Vance were evacu-
showed the suspect run-  ated. Cabinet members
ning rapidly through a who had been sitting at
security checkpoint, mo-  tables dotted around the
mentarily catching secu-  vast room were escorted
rity personnel off guard out ?by their security
before they drew their details one ?by one.
weapons. While most guests

No shots were fired huddled under tables,
at the gunman who got some people began
through two check- chanting "USA, USA!"
points before being Trump stayed back-
brought down. stage for about an hour
believed to have beena  spondents’ Association "You know, he after being hustled from
guest at the hotel, dinner, amarquee fixture charged from 50 yards the stage, a source told
Carroll added. of Washington’s social away, sohe was very far ~Reuters. He later said he

The chaotic events ~calendar. away from the room. He  had not wanted to leave
from around 8:35pm The black-tie event was moving. He was re-  the event, a remark that
raised fresh questions was attended by many allymoving" Trumpsaid echoed images of him
about the securityof top  members of Trump’s after the gala dinner was ~ defiantly pumping his
US officials, many of cabinet and other senior canceled. fist after narrowly escap-
‘whom were galhered %in  administration officials Officials believe he ing an assassination at-
the hotel's expansive amid heavy security. It is a "lone wolf," Trump tempt in Butler, Pennsyl-
ballroom. was the first time Trump ~ said.How it unfolded vania, in 2024.

A focus of the in- attended the event as Video  footage In that attempt,
vestigation is likely tobe ~ president, having boy- shows Trump and his Trump was shot and
how the gunman was cotted it in previous wifesittingatabanquet wounded in hisupper ear
able to smuggle the shot-  years. table on stage in conver- by a 20-year-old gun-
gun into the hotel, Afterwards, Trump sation with someone man, who ?was shot
which hosts the annual addressed reporters, whenacommotionatthe dead ?by security per-
White House Corre- many still in ?evening rear of the ballroom - sonnel.

Iran FM Araghchi says he discussed conditions for
continuing US talks with ‘friends in Pakistan’

NEWS DESK:Iran’s For-  account, the Iranian FM  ments in the negotia- ful trip”.
eign Minister Abbas provided anoverview of ~tions, and the wrong ap- “We reviewed what
Araghchi on Monday his diplomatic engage- proaches and excessive has happened and
said he discussed with ments over the past t%w demands of the United talked agout the path
iends in Pakistan™ the = days. States have prevented and conditions under
path and conditions™ Terming his trips to  the previous round of which the ncguuauom
under which Tehran Islamabad and Muscat negotiations  from can continue,” Araghchi
could continue its dia- as “bilateral”, Araghchi achieving their goals stated.
logue with Washington ~said: despite the progres: He asserted that
during his recent visit to As for Pakistan, Therefore, it was neces- “40 days of heroic resis
Islamabad. this country has recently ~ sary to consult and re- tance of the Iranian

After visiting Paki- played an important role  view the current situa- people should enable us
stan twice in two days inmediatingthe negotia- tion with our friends in to secure the rights of
and making a trip to tions between Iran and ~Pakistan,” he added. the Iranian people, their
Oman_in between, the United States, and it The minister re- independence, and the
Araghchi arrived in Rus- was necessary for us to called that the Iranian interests of the coun-
sia on Monday as part discuss the latest devel- side had “good consul- try”.
of his regional tour. opments. tations with our friends About Oman,

In a statement is- “However, there inPakistan, which, thank Araghchi noted it was a
sued on his Telegram have been develop- God, wasavery success- “friendly and close
country” to Iran, hailing

uscat’s “very good
| positions™ during the
Middle East conflict.

“It was necessary
for us to have a meeting
to establish broader re-
lations  with  our
neighbours, especially
in the Persian Gulf, so
that we could managc
the exit
he empha

He hxghlighted it
was “necessary o have
consultations” regard-
ing the Strait of Hormuz
as Iran and Oman were
the two coastal coun-
tries on the key water-

-

Israel issues evacuation warning for seven
Lebanese towns beyond 'buffer zone'

NEWS DESK:Israel's
military issued new
evacuation orders for
southern Lebanon on
Sunday, ordering resi-
dents to leave seven
towns that lie beyond
the "buffer zone" it oc-
cupied before a
“2ceasefire that has failed
to bring a full halt to hos-
tilities.

A'spokesperson for
the Israeli ?military said
in a statement on X that
Lebanese armed group
Hezbollah was violating
the ceasefire and that Is-
rael would act against it,
telling people to head
north and west away =
from the towns. net meeting ?in Jerusa- group added in a state- Hezbollah ?said it ?had

The towns are lem. ment that it would not attacked Israeli troops
north of the Litani River "We act vigorously wait for diplomacy ?that  inside Lebanon as well
?2and the zone in south- according to the rules has as the rescue force that

ern Lebanon occupied we agreed upon with the "pmven ineffec- came to evacuate them.
by Israeli troops, who United States, and also, tive" or rely on Leba- The US-mediated
have continued military by the ?way, with Leba- nese authorities that had ~ ceasefire, which started
operations despite the non." "failed to protect the onApril l()dndha; been
Zceasefire. Hezbollah said it country."

"From our perspec-  would not cease its at- The Israeli military

tive, what obliges us is tacks on Israeli troops said ?it had intercepted ~cant reduction in hostili-
the security of Israel, inside Lebanon and on three drones before they  ties between Isracl and
the security of ?our sol- towns in northern Israel crossed into Israeli ter- Hezbollah, though both

India, New Zealand sign free trade deal, cutting
fruit tariffs, boosting exports and visas

NEWS DESK:Indiaand duce tariff barriers in New Zealand Prime ~ Wellington.

New Zealand signed a ~sectors such as forestry, Minister Christopher These  include
free trade deal on Mon- lamb and wool, while Luxon said on Monday greater visa access for
day as they seek to granting quota-based the “once-in-a-genera- skilled Indians, with
boost exports amid glo- access for fruits such as  tion agreement”will give New Zealand officials
bal economic uncer- apples. local exporters “unprec-  telling AFP that the deal
tainty made worse by the Two-way trade re- edented access” to the could see more than

warin the Middle East. mains modest. Indian world’s most populous 20,000 Indian migrants
Negotiations over data showed merchan- nation. entering the country.
the agreement con- dise trade at about “It means more jobs The right-wing

cluded in December $1.3bnin2024-25, while on farms and orchards, populist NZ First party
2025, and will see India sa ices it means more money has also pointed to con-
gain greater access fora  trade was estimated at coming into local com- cerns about a NZ$34bn
range of products, in- roughly$2.4bnin2024. munities, and it means (US $20bn) investment
cluding engineering The deal was struck more opportunities for New Zealand is bound
goods, machinery and atatime when US Presi- your family to get by the deal to make in
textiles, while also pro- dent Donald Trump’s ahead,” Luxon said ina India over a 15-year pe-
tecting its sensitive tariff war had upended social media pos riod.

dairy sector. global trade, forcing Indian Prime Mini Trade pact cuts fruit

“This forward-look- countries around the ter Ndrcndm Modi said tariffs, boosts exports,
ing agreement will also  world to tap new mar- it “marks alandmark mo- visas
facilitate $20 billion of in-  kets. menl in the India-New The FTA will lower
vestment into India,” The Middle East Zealand partnership” tariffs on key fruit im-
New Delhi’s Commerce  war has since delivered dnd that it would ports such as kiwifruit
Minister Piyush Goyal a global energy shock, “strengthen our coop- and apples, expanding
said after signing the disrupting production eration in agriculture, opportunities for Indian
agreement alongside his  across multiple sectors manufacturing, innova- exports and easing visa
New Zealand counter- and reinforcing the need ~ tion and technology”.  access as the nations
part, Todd M to bolster trade ties and However, parts of deepen economic ties.
New Delhi, in re- shed protectionist the agreement have Concluded in De-
turn, has offered to re- stances. sparked criticism in cember after about nine
months of talks, the pact
is one of the South
Asian nation’s fastest
trade deals, and will cut
or remove tariffs on 95
per cent of New
Zealand’s exports to In-
dia, including seafood,
iron, steel and scrap alu”
minium.

Inagriculture, India
kept sensitive sectors
such as dairy, coffee,
sugar,

spices, edible oils
and rubber outside ma
ketaccess commitments
to protect domestic pro-
ducers, Goyal said.

That was a disap-
pointment for New
Zealand’s dairy indus-
try, its largest export
sector.

Global military spendlng continues to rise as
European and Asian expenditures surge

NEWS DESK:World going conflicts and re- ing by Turkiye grew by Programme.

military expenditure gional rivalries 7.2pcin 2025 to $30.0br, “However, official
reached $2,887 billion in Military expendi- partly driven by its on- figures almost certainly
2025, an increase of 2.9 ture in the Middle East going military opera- understate the true level
per cent in real terms reached an estimated ftions in Iraq, Somalia, of Iran’s spending. Iran
over 2024, according to $218bn in 2025, just and Syria. also uses off-budget oil
new data published by 0.1pc higher than in Spending by Iran revenues to finance its
the Stockholm Interna- 2024. Besides Israel, declined for the second military, including the

tional Peace Research most | olhcrmd]or spcnd- consecutive year, falling production of missiles

Institute (SIPRI) on ers in the region for by 5.6pc to'$7.4 bn in and drones,” she said.

Monday. whu,h data is available 2025. The real-terms de- Rearmament and
Military spending increased their spend- crease was due to high heightened insecurity

declined in the United in; annual inflation of 42pc;  fuel widespread spend-

States but rose by 14pc Isracl’s military ex- however, spending in- ing increases

in Europe and by 8.1pc penditure decreased by creased in nominal Global military ex-

in Asia and Oceania. The  4.9pc to$48.3bn, reflect- terms.“Despite the re- penditure increased to
top three military spend-  inga reduction inthe in-  cent conflicts, Iran’s mili- - $2,887bn in 2025, the
rs — the USA, China tensity of the Gaza con- taryspending decreased 11th consecutive year of
and Russia — spent a flict during2025 follow- in real terms due to eco- increases, bringing the
combined total of ing the ceasefire agree- nomic difficulties,” said ~global military burden

diers, theeecurityofour as long as Israel contin- ritory, after sirens sides have continued to
communities," Ieraeli ued its "ceasefire viola-  sounded in northern Is- fire at each other, trad-
Prime Minister Benj tions." racl. ing blame over
thanydhuadlddtaubl» The Iran-backed Earlier on Sunday, ?breaches.

$1,480bn, or 51pcofthe ment with Hamas. Zubaida Karim, a re- military expenditure as a
global total. Israel’s spendingre-  searcher with the SIPRI ~ share of GDP—to 2.5pc,

Spendingin Middle mained 97pchigher than ~ Military Expenditureand  its highest level since
East stable despite on- in2022. Military spend- Arms Production 2009.
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PFA seizes 3,744 litres of substandard juice during enforcement operation

LAHORE  (INP): juice during a large- a targeted monitoring Raza said the sealed
Punjab Food Authority ~ scale enforcement op-  drive, imposing fines unit was found using
(PFA) shut down a eration here on Sun- on 20 units for viola- non-approved juice la-
major  beverages day. tions of food safety bels that had not been

manufacturing unit in
Sundar Industrial Es-
tate and seized 3,744
litres of substandard

According to de-
tails, the Food Safety
Team conducted raids

laws and standard op-

erating procedures.
The Director Gen-

eral (PFA) Syed Musa

cleared by the Punjab
Food Authority, raising
concerns over product

and con-

sumer safety. Further-
more, it was revealed
that the facility’s em-
ployees lacked man-
datory medical fitness
certificates and re-

tion, reflecting gross
negligence of regula-
tory requirements.
The DG said that
a special enforcement
campaign is underway
across the province to
ensure strict monitor-

ing of juice and bev-
cerage production units
during the summer
season, when demand
rises significantly and
risks of adulteration
quired food safety increase. violators without ex-

the authority is pursu-
ing a zero-tolerance
policy against the adul-
teration mafia and that
strict legal action will
continue against all

training docu He reiterated that ception.

on 21 units as part of

lSLAMBAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding|
development of gemstone sector.

GDA establishes
"Kids Fun Land" at
Gwadar Central Park

Metro bus service partly
restored in Islamabad
and Rawalpindi

ISLAMABAD (INP): edly instructed to vacate
The metro bus service premises before evening
has been partly restored as part of heightened
in twin cities of security measures.
Islamabad and The metro bus ser-
Rawalpindi after recent  vice was suspended
suspension ahead of fromPIMS Station to the
“likely second round of Pak Secretariat, how-
peace talks’ between the ever, the service re-
United States and Iran, mained operational be-
officials said. tween Saddar Station
The metro bus ser- and Kachehri, accord-
vice has been fully re- ing to metro authorities.
stored from Saddar sta- Tl hite House
tion to Shaheed-e-Millat ~ press secretary Karoline
station, officials said. Leavitt on previous
The bus service, how- Wednesday said that
ever, will remain sus-  the next round of in-per-
pended from the Parade son talks between the
Ground to Pak Secre- United States and Iran
tariat,” they added. will likely be held in Pa-
“The Green Bus ser-  kistan. Leavitt asserted
vice in Rawalpindi has  that Pakistan has played
also been fully restored a central role in facilitat-
after suspension of the ing dialogue between
bus service for seven Washington and Tehran.
days,” officials added. ~ “The Pakistanis have
Ahead of likely been incredible media-
peace talks between Iran  tors throughout this pro-
and the United States cess,” she said. “They
security in Islamabad are the only mediator in

GWADAR (INP): The
Gwadar Development ignated for women and
Authority (GDA) has children, while this

a“Kids Fun newl; “Kids
Land” with mslallallon Fun Land” at GDA Cen-
of profuse mechanical  tral Park provides a great
and electrical rides and  option for men who wish
swings at GDA Central to spend quality recre-
Park. ational time with their
children.

It has added attrac-
tions including Bike, 4
Bee Rides, Badal New
Shape,  Banmanus
Kingkong, Buggi 2
Horse, Moto Car, Moto
Cup, Panda Jahaz, Titanic
Ship and Train rides.

Officials said the
rides have been installed
with a strong focus on
safety and quality, offer-
ing a comfortable and
enjoyable environment
for families.

Another highlight
of the park is the Baloch
Insight Café, a three-
container café that has
emerged as a social
space for women and

Park is exclusively des-

Taking another im-
portant step to promote
children’s recreation and
positive activities by
adding a new entertain-
ment facility in the city,
GDA central park has
become a mesmerizing
amusement attraction
for kids following the
GDA Beach Model Park.

According to a
Gwadar Pro's report, this
modern facility offers a
variety of safe and high-
quality play equipment
for children, where they
can enjoy themselves in
a pleasant and secure
environment.

The project has
been completed through

collaboration with the families. was tightened and au- this negotiation.” She
private sector, serving The café hosts | thorities suspended added that despite inter-
as an excellent example gatherings and | heavy and public trans- est from other countries,

the administration of’
Donald Trump prefers to

of public-private partner- children’s birthday cel-
shi ebrations and offers a
variety of fast food and

refreshments.

port across parts of the
ip. city until further notice.

It is worth noting Two major hotels in streamline communica-
that GDA Beach Model Islamabad were report- tion through Islamabad.

Modi used Pahalgam incident to crack down
on minorities: Ramesh Singh Arora

LAHORE, April 26
(INP): Punjab Minor-
ity Affairs Minister
Ramesh Singh Arora
has said that Modi used
the Pahalgam incident
to crack down on mi-
norities and to target
their religious places
of worship.
Addressing  a
press conference re-
garding the Pahalgam

stated.

Member of the
National Peace Com-
mittee Rajesh Kumar
Hardasani said that
Modi has damaged the
identity of Hinduism
for political gains and
attempted to divide
Hindus and Muslims in
India.

Bishop Nadeem
Kamran also stated

Pahalgam incident has
instead brought Paki-
stan honor on the glo-
bal stage, while India
is facing diplomatic
isolation. He also
claimed that India’s
so-called secular im-
age has been exposed
internationally.

Arora further said
that Pakistan set a
wonderful example by

enjoy religious free-
dom, equal rights, and
complete state protec-
tion without discrimi-
nation,” he added.
During the press
conference, Minister
of State for Religious
Affairs Khalid Das
Kohistani said that no
religion permits terror-
ism and that India
falscly linked the

False Flag and the opening the Kartarpur Pahalgam incident that Pakistan enjoys
atrocities on the mi- Corridor, but the with Pakistan. strong religious har-
nority in  Christian i He said that in mony and that places

in India was not even
allowed to celebrate
Christmas.

Ramesh Singh
Arora said that Mus-
lims are subjected to
violence in India under
various  pretexts.
“There is no compari-
son between Pakistan
and India regarding the
rights of minorities. In
Pakistan, all citizens

India, Ramesh Singh
Arora said Pakistan is
a peace-loving coun-
try, while India at-
tempted aggression
against Pakistan un-
der the guise of the
Pahalgam incident.
He further said
that violence against
minorities in India is
not a new phenom-
enon, adding that the

Pakistan, people of all
religions celebrate
their festivals together.
“Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir has been
turned into a torture
chamber, the Modi
government is using
the government ma-
chinery against mi-
norities, and no minor-
ity is safe in India,” he

of worship for minori-
ties are secure in the

country.

The press confer-
ence also featured a
documentary high-
lighting alleged abuses
against minorities in
India, alongside foot-
age showcasing reli-
gious freedom and
protection for minori-
ties in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD : Federal Mi

er for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb chai
meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet at the Finance Division to

President Zardari visits SANY Heavy Industry
Co, Ltd, briefed on company’s advanced
manufacturing systems

the president was Private Partnership
given a detailed over- Projects and chief sec-
view of SANY’s op- retary, Sindh; China’s
erations, including its Ambassador to Paki- manufacturing eco-
core business areas of stan Jiang Zaidongand system.
concrete hi , Pakistan’s b: He
excavators, cranes, dor to China Khalil the importance of
piling equipment and Hashmi. strengthening coop-
road machinery. The president was ~ eration in industrial
He was also in- given a round of the technology, skill devel-
formed about the company’s flagship opment and joint ven-
company’s financial No. 18 Factory, which tures that could sup-
and operational per- isadigitallyintegrated port Pakistan’s infra-
formance, including its manufacturing facility —structure and industrial
2024 operating rev- recognised for its ad- growth. He also high-
enue which was vanced automation lighted the potential
$11.27 billion, product and data-driven pro- for collaboration in ar-
segmentation and sus- duction systems. eas such as construc-
tained investment in He was briefed tion machinery, digital
innovation and R&D on the factory’s intel- manufacturing, clean
capacity. ligent operations, high energy and engineer-
The president was automationrateand its ing solutions. Tang
accompanied by role as a benchmark Xiuguo underlined the
Senator Saleem for modern industrial company’s commit-
Mandviwalla, manufacturing. ment to innovation,
Sharjeel Inam Memon, He noted the digitalisationand inter-
Senior Provincial Min-  scale of technological national partnerships
ister, Sindh; Ali integration andits rel- and informed about
Hassan Barohi, Syed evance for countries country’s ongoing op-
Qasim Naveed seeking to modernise erations in Pakistan
Qamar, Special Assis- industrial production and expressed the will-
tant to the Chief Min- and improve effi- ingness to explore op-
ister of Sindh for In- ciency.  President portunities for in-
vestment and Public- Zardari appreciated creased collaboration.
BJP must answer to
Kashmiri people over
HOJK statehood de-
lay: Deputy CM
JAMMU (KMS): said that both he and
Deputy ChiefMinister of - Sunil Sharma come from
Indian illegally occupied  a remote area and it is a
Jammu and Kashmir ~blessing of the Almighty
Surinder Choudhary has  that both are in key po-
criticized the Bharatiya sitions in Jammu and
Janata Party for delay in  Kashmir.
full restoration of the “This opportunity
territory. According to should be used for the
Kashmir Media Service, welfare of people,” he
Surinder Choudhary said. “In a recent state-
talking to media persons ment, Sunil Sharma
on the sidelines of a high-voltage remarks
programme in Jammu, against the Abdullah
said Leader of Opposi- family which should be
tion Sunil Sharma will avoided. We must not
have to answer to the make such remarks,”
Kashmiri people for the Choudhary added. The
delay in restoration of Deputy CM said the de-
statehood. He asserted mand for restoration of
that the demand reflects  statehood is not only by
the aspirations of the the National Confer-
people. The Deputy CM

CHANGSHA
CHINA (INP): Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari,
Sunday, visited SANY
Heavy Industry Co.,
Ltd. in Changsha,
Hunan  province;
China where he was
briefed by Chairman
of Sany Group Tang
Xiuguo, on the
company’s advanced
manufacturing sys-
tems, product lines and
ongoing investments
in research and devel-
opment.

Vice Mayor of
Changsha Qian Lixia
was also present on
the occasion.

The visit focused
on exploring avenues
for industrial coopera-
tion, technology trans-
fer and investment
between Pakistan and
China in the engineer-
ing and construction
machinery sector,
President Secretariat
Media Wing said in a
press release.

During the visit,

Section 144 extended

. .
in Punjab
LAHORE (INP): The tification clarified that
enforcement of Sec- limited use of small
tion 144 has been ex- drones is permitted
tended across Punjab, during indoor events
with a continued ban held in halls and mar-
on flying drones in quees. Event organiz-
open areas. ers will be responsible

According to a for ensuring the safe
statement issued by use of drones in such
the Punjab Home De-  settings.
partment, the prohibi- The statement fur-
tion on outdoor drone ther noted that intelli-
usage has been ex- gence and law en-
tended for another 30 forcement agencies
days under Section are exempt from the
restriction.

The Punjab Home
Department empha-
sized that ensuring
public safety, maintain-
ing law and order, and
protecting property
remain
government’s top pri-
orities.

the scale, sophistica-
tion and technological
depth of SANY’s

The provincial
government imposed
the restriction due to
security concerns, and
the ban on flying
drones will remain in
effect across Punjab
until May 25.

However, the no-

LERESWRNER, DRI R AN E e AENS
he Cooperation on Introducing High-
= to Facilitate Agricultural Modernization and Strengthen Food Secuf

ESRENTIS E  TRT

Government of Sindh

AR R AR
Longping High-Tech Information compa

[CHANGSHA, CHIN:

[Sindh and Long Ping Hi

Islamabad reopens to public and goods
transport as new business hours enforced

ISLAMABAD The move comes lets, ensuring uninter- riage halls, marquees
(INP): Public and alongside a broader rupted access to criti- and event venues are
goods transport has set of administrative cal services for resi- required to close by
been allowed to enter measures focused on dents. 10pm, aligning with the
Islamabad, as the fed- austerity and energy Food-related busi-  broader effort to re-
eral capital’s adminis-  conservation, prompt- nesses have been duce energy con-
tration eases earlier ing the district admin- givenslightly extended sumption during late
restrictions and re- istration to revise op- hours. Restaurants, hours. Similarly, sports
stores  movement erating hours for vari- traditional tandoors, facilities, clubs and
across the city. ous business sectors. grocery stores and gyms will operate un-
According to an A new schedule has other food outlets will  til 10pm under the new
official announcement, been issued, setting be permitted to oper- guidelin
all bus terminals clear timelines for ate until 10pm. Offi
across the city have commercial activity Authorities have
been reopened, with across the capital. clarified that
the exception of the Under the notifi- takeaway and delivery
Faizabad Bus Termi- cation, shops, markets services will continue
nal, which will remain and shoppingmalls will without any restric-
closed until further now close by 8pm. tions, allowing busi-
notice. However, essen- nesses to maintain op-
The decision sig- tial services have been erations beyond physi-
nals a partial return to - exempted from thisre-  cal closing hours.
routine transport op- striction, including The revised
erations, while certain - pharmacies, hospitals, schedule also applies
key hubs remain under petrol pumps, CNG to event and recre-
restrictions. stations and dairy out- ational sectors. Mar-

ials  have
urged both citizens and
the business commu-
nity to ensure full com-
pliance with the up-
dated timings.

The administration
has emphasised that
adherence to the new
schedule is essential
for maintaining order
and supporting the
city’s ongoing cffi-
ciency measures.
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Governor Mandokhail Inaugurates High
Voltage Engineering Lab at BUITEMS, Highlights
Reforms in Higher Education

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail an-
nounced significant
progress in reviving
the higher education
sector, stating that
public sector universi-
ties in the province
have been success-
fully steered from cri-
sis toward stability and
growth.

He shared that,
through strong vision
and teamwork, mean-
ingful reforms have
been introduced
across all public uni-
versities.

The overall bud-
get for public sector
universities has been
increased from Rs2.5
billion to Rs8 billion,
enabling institutional
development and mod-
ernization.

These reforms, he
noted, have improved
university rankings
and scoring, laying a
solid foundation for
quality education.

The governor ex-
pressed these views
while inaugurating a
High Voltage Engi-

versities and the utili-
zation of additional
land for cultivation,
which have strcng(h»
ened institutional int
structure. The gover-
nor concluded that the
higher education sec-
tor in Balochistan is
now emerging with
renewed energy and
purpose, steadily mov-
ing toward a brighter
and more promising
future.

environment where
learning and innova-
tion can truly thrive.

He added that
timely salary payments
have boosted faculty
morale, allowing them
to focus on guiding stu-
dents toward modern
knowledge and aca-
demic excellenc

He further high-
lighted initiatives such
as the installation of
solar systems in uni-

Musakhel: N-70 to N-55
Road Project Reviewed,
Authorities Stress Quality
and Timely Completion

MUSAKHEL: Underthe dards and ensuring
development vision of ~timely completion of the
the Government of project.
Balochistan, Project Di- He stated that a

Governor Abdul Nasir
Dautani, and Director
P&D Dr. Saeedullah
Jan Mandokhail, along
with heads of various
departments.  The
governor was briefed
in detail about both
projects. Speaking on
the occasion, Governor
Mandokhail empha-
sized that ensuring ac-
cess to essential facili-
ties in universities has
created an enabling

neering Laboratory
and a Center for
Strengthening Facili-
ties at Balochistan
University of Informa-
tion Technology Engi-
neering and Manage-
ment Sciences.

The ceremony
was attended by Vice
Chancellor Dr. Khalid
Hafeez, Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr.
Merwais Kasi, Princi-
pal Secretary to the

Revenue Meeting in Jaffarabad Reviews
Agricultural Dues Recovery, DC Orders
Strict Action Against Defaulters

JAFFARABAD: Akey faulters to achieve the

revenue meeting was assigned targets.

held under the chairman- It was also decided

ship of Deputy Commis- in the meeting that the

sioner Jaffarabad Khalid recovery process would
an to review the re- be confinuously moni-

covery of agricultural tored and performance

all circumstances, warn-
ing that no negligence
or laxity would be toler-
ated in this regard.

He emphasized that
timely recovery of gov-
ernment dues is essen-

BSDI Development Projects
Accelerate, Focus on Education,
Health, and Infrastructure

HUB: Development forums (Khuli
projects under the Kachehri), ensuring
Balochistan Special that projects effec-
Development Initia- tively address local
tive (BSDI) are pro- needs.

gressing rapidly in Launched in 2025,
Hub, aiming to boost Phase I of BSDI in
socio-economic Hub primarily focused
growth across the dis- on the health and edu-
trict. cation sectors.

The comprehen- Major achieve-
sive program is being ments include the so-
implemented by mul- larization of 30 pri-
tiple government de- mary and 20 middle
partments, including schools, rehabilitation

further schemes are
underway, including
construction and reno-
vation of schools, de-
velopment of protec-
tion walls, rehabilita-
tion of health centers,
construction of a road
leading to Bhawani
graveyard, beautifica-
tion of Municipal
Park, and renovation
ofa public library.
Additionally, 15
computer sets are be-

0f20, and construction
of additional class-
rooms in another 20
schools. In the health
sector, 10 health units
have been renovated,
and one health center
has been solarized.
In the irrigation
sector, work is ongo-
ing on two protection
walls, while urban de-
velopment mmatwcs

Communications and

Works (C&W), Irri-

gation, Public Health

Engineering (PHE),

Local Government,

and Municipal Com-
ittees.

mgprov:ded for the IT
lab at the Boys De-
gree College Hub,
while repair work on
three anesthesia ma-
chines at Jam Ghulam
Qadir Civil Hospital
Hub is also nearing
completion.

Sources indicate
that Phase IIT of
BSDI is expected to
launch soon, brmgmg

ore

Oversight of the
projects is being car-
ried out by the Deputy
Commissioner Hub
and Frontier Corps
(FC) officials to en-

and

sure include i
timely completion. tuff tiles in streets of pro;ect; to the district.
A key feature of areas like Rind Local residents have

Mohalla and Baloch
Colony, along with
construction of public

welcomed these initia-
tives and expressed
gratitude to the Gov-

BSDI is public partici-
pation, where devel-
opment schemes are

designed based on in- toilets toimprove civic ernment of
put from local commu-  facilities. Most Phase Balochistan, hoping
nities and relevant I projects are now in that these projects will

stakeholders. These their final stages of
suggestions are col- completion. the standard of living

lected through open Under Phase II, inHub.

significantly improve

rector Fagir
Kakar conducted a sur-
prisc inspection of Por-
tion 5 of the N-70

dues. regularly reviewed to

The meeting was make the system more
attended by revenue de- efficient and transpar-
partment officials and

tial for improving the
revenue system and in-
creasing public re-
sources.

strong
and road network is es-
sential for the develop-
ment and prosperity of

field staff. He instructed all Keywords :| (Loralai-Shabozai) toN- any region.
Duringthe session, concerned officers to Jaffarabad news, rev- | 55 (Taunsa Sharif) road He added that the
a detailed review of the perform their duties dili- enue meeting | project in Musakhel. Government of

Balochistan is commit-
ted to expanding road
infrastructure across the
province to provide bet-
ter facilities to the pub-
lic and bring the region
in line with other devel-
oped provinces.
Issuing clear direc-
tives, he warned that no
compromise would be
made on the quality of

During the visit,
Deputy Project Director
Ahmad Saced Jaffar pro-
vided a detailed briefing
on the progress of con-
struction work.

The inspection in-
cluded a review of small
and large bridges under
construction, as well as
cutting and leveling ac-
tivities along the route.

Balochistan, agricultural
dues recovery, DC
Khalid Khan, defaulters
action Pakistan, revenue
system improvement,
government recovery

gently and effectively.
eputy Com-
missioner further
stressed that field staff
must improve their per-
formance and take impar-
tial action against de-

ongoing recovery pro-
cess was conducted,
and progress toward
achieving set targets
was discussed.
Officials briefed the
Deputy Commissioner
that field operations
have been intensified to
ensure timely recovery
of dues, while legal ac-
tion is also being taken
against defaulters.

Addressing the Speaking on the oc-  work.
meeting, Deputy Com- casion, Project Director Any negligence or
‘missioner Khalid Khan Faqir Muhammad Kakar ~ shortcomings would re-

emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining
high construction stan-

sult in strict legal action
against contractors and
project staff.

directed that the recov-
ery of agricultural dues
must be ensured under

Antl-Encroachment Operatlon Launched on
Double Road Quetta, SlX Arrested

QUETTA: On the direc-
tives of Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti and Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta
Meherullah Badini, a
joint anti-encroachment
operation was carried
out by the district admin-
istration and the Metro-
politan Corporation on
Double Road, Quetta.

The operation was
supervised by Assistant
Commissioner (City)
Muhammad Amir
Hamza,

Special Magistrate
ljaz Hussain Khosa, and

eration, traffic restora-
tion Quetta, district ad-

o

erations across Quetta
will continue without
discrimination to ensure
law, order, and public
convenience.

Quetta news, anti
encroachment drive,

jail.“Following the op-
eration, the road was
fully reopened for all
types of traffic, ensuring
smooth movement in the

were removed to clear
public space and restore
traffic flow.

Authorities also ar-
rested six individuals for
resistance,

interference in offi-

a.
The district admin-

Kalat Marks 75 Years of
Pakistan-China Friendship with
Rally and Celebrations

KALAT: The district ad- routes including Shahi He emphasized that

ministration in Kalator- Darbar Roadand Harboi  both countries have
ganized a vibrant rally Road, chanting slogans ~stood by each other dur-
and celebrations tomark in  support “of “the ing difficult times, and
the 75th anniversary of longstanding friendship ~ their bond continues to

akista ina friend-
shlp highlighting the
enduring ties between
the two nations.
The rally was led by
Additional Deputy Com-
oner Shahnawaz

between Pakistan and
China.

Security arrange-
ments were effectively
‘managed by the police to
ensure a peaceful event.

the

grow stronger with time.

e further noted
hat the relationship ex-
tends beyond diplo-
matic ties and is deeply
rooted among the
people of both nations.

rally  participants,
Shahnawaz Baloch
stated that Pakistan-
China relations are a
shining example of mu-
tual trust and everlast-

Baloch and witnessed
participation from heads
of various government
departments, trader as-
sociations, tribal elders,
and members of the gen”

Expressing opti-
mism, he said that the
two countries will con-
tinue to achieve new
milestones of develop-
ment and prosperity in

eral public. ing friendship. the future.
Participants
marched from the DC ﬂ TENDER NO ‘(‘ )'
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Encroachment Officer

Muhammad Qasim.
During the action, il-

legal encroachments

istration has reiterated
that, under the Chief
Minister’s directives,
anti-encroachment op-

cial duties, and violation
of regulations.

The arrested per-
sons were shifted to

Irrigation Works Accelerated to Ensure

Double Road Quetta,
Balochistan govern-

ent,
Urban clearance op-
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Fair Water Supply for Farmers

NASEERABAD:
Commissioner |
Salahuddin Noorzai re-
viewed ongoing devel-
opment and mainte-
nance work in the Main
Pat Feeder Canal and its
subsidiary channels
during the annual clo-
sure of irrigation water,
as part of government

standards.

He stressed that
these efforts are crucial
to guarantee timely and
equitable water distri-
bution to farmers dur-
ing the upcoming
Kharif season.

He further stated
that agriculture is the
backbone of the na-

efforts to support tional economy, and
farmers. addressing farmers” is-
The inspection = sues remains a top pri-
took place in  Qadir Khan, and its distributaries, omy of the govern-
Naseerabad, where Provincial Minister  including Balan, Qeedi, ment
Executive Engineer for Irrigation Mir Magsi, and Umrani Ve added that all Thi Tecdiis m
Fareed Ahmed Pindrani Muhammad  Sadiq branches. available resources are

briefed the commis- Umrani, and Secretary Commi ner being utilized to im-
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Salahuddin Noorzai di-
rected officials to en-
sure effective imple-
mentation of all devel-
opment measures and
strictly maintain quality

sioner at the Beddar
site.

He informed that,
under directives from
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, Chief
Secretary  Shakeel

prove the irrigation sys-
tem,

increase agricul-
tural productivity, and
ensure prosperity for
farmers in the region.

Irrigation Sohail-ur-
Rehman Baloch, repair,
desilting, and mainte-
nance work is pro-
gressing rapidly across

PO N ATENZT-4-2026

the Pat Feeder Canal

Ty e b A g .c.n..-n.u-.. via
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War driven costs and opportunities

NEWS DESK:The US-
Iran war and the conse-
quential blocking of the
Strait of Hormuz by both
Iran and the US have
provoked interest in
economists and
policymakers alike, as
the dynamics involving
geopolitics and econom-
ics in the region are likely
to be reshaped. Pakistan
has once again found it-
selfin a situation where
numerous challenges
and opportunities have
arisen as it takes centre
stage in its_efforts to
defuse the crisis engulf-
ing the Middle East.

Aprolonged block-
ade of the Strait of
Hormuz will lead to fuel
and electricity short-
ages in the country, as
significant sources of
energy that power the
cconomy pass through
the strait. However, a
continued blockade can
increase maritime traffic
into Pakistani ports if
favourable terms, given
Pakistan's importance as
a mediating partner of
both the US and Iran, are
negotiated for transit for
Pakistani vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz.

First, the increasing
ol prices in the global
market have affected
fuel prices in Pakistan.
As the risk premium on
transiting through the
Strait of Hormuz in-
creased and benchmark
crude prices skyrock-

cted, the ex-refinery
price of fuel products
also increased in Paki-
stan. Petrol, diesel and
kerosene rcg|slered their
highest single price
hikes in history, as the
government was forced
to manage the costs of
rising crude ol prices
and the risk premium. A
prolonged oil shock will
likely result in a higher
import bill, whichis likely
to drain foreign ex-
change reserves and de-
preciate the Pakistani
rupee, increasingthe im-
port bill further in rupee
terms.

Before the price
hike, the government
had reported a surge in
domestic demand for
fuel products, which
made the price increase
ever more important in
order to curtail con-
sumption and reduce
pressure on the balance
of payments. The initial
decision to absorb the
price shock has resulted
in limited fiscal space for
the government to give
concessions. However,
the government may
continue to support the
most vulnerable seg-
ments of the population,
such as motorbike own-
ers, the trucking indus-
try and farmers, by pro-
viding them with cash
subsidies.

Second, the Paki-

tics of investors rather
than long-term produ
tive investments in caj
tal expenditures and ex-
pansion plans.

Further, as volatility
increases, so does the
risk premium. Investors
require higher returns
due to increased uncer-
tainty, driving up the
costs of acquiring new
equity. Hence, this can
lock out the equity mar-
ket as a source for fur-
stan Stock Exchange ther investments. In ad-
(PSX) has shown sig- dition, the cost of doing

nificant volatility in the
last month, as it shows
high levels of sensitiv-
ity to the geopolitical
barometer in the region.
For instance, the market
surged more than 14,000
points on April 8 due to
optimism about the
ceasefire and possible
talks, only to shed more
than 6,000 points as talks
broke down and the risks
of war increased. The
heightened tension in
the region favours
short-term survival tac-

ments, to avoid customs
and duties checks as
well as ensure more effi-
cient transportation of
goods. Port authorities
in Pakistan have pro-
vided several incentives
to shipping companies
in the form of lower port
charges and fees, han-
dling of bulk cargoes,
and  provision of
bonded facilities in
northern Karachi to en-
courage transshipment,
especiallyas uncertainty
rages in the Persian Gulf.
Karachi Port received
more transshipment in
the first 24 days of
March 2026 than in the
entire year of 2025, while
transshipment activity
in Port Qasim increased
by more than 2,300%.
This opportunity is set
to place Pakistan as a
major regional hub if
maritime connectivity is
improved along with the
performance of the logis-
tics sector.

Finally, the regional
conflict has renewed
discussion on the impor-
tance of investments in
renewable energy, par-
ticularly solar power,
and consequently the
reduction in demand for
imported fuel products.
The latter can be
achieved by replacing
fuel-powered vehicles
with electric vehicles

business also increases
with uncertainty as the
blockade in the Strait of
Hormuz continues. As
essential raw materials
and intermediate goods
used in the production
of several fuel-intensive
products are sourced
from the Persian Gulf,
firms begin to pile up

ventory instead of rely-
ing on_cost-saving
"just-in-time" methods.
Therefore, the cost of
working capital in-
creases, impacting the

effect, risking an eco-
nomic meltdown. A pro-
longed war in the region
may thus amplify the
negative impact on the
economy.
Considering the
positives from the con-
flict, maritime traffic into
Pakistan has increased
as transshipment has
surged. Transshipment
is the shipment of con-
tainers to an intermedi-
ate inati where
larger shipments are
broken into smaller ship-

financing costs for
s

There is a strong
negative effect as market
capitalisation faces a
downward risk, increas-
ing possibilities of rapid
outward movements of
foreign portfolio invest-
ment and currency de-
preciation. This risk is
compounded if the value
of collateral held by pub-
licly listed firms shrinks,
leading to a reduction in
commercial loans by the
financial sector and, in

iffs coupled with volme-
based pricing.

Oil up almost 3% as US-Iran peace talks stall

NEWS DESK: Oil shuttled to and from tion for oil prices to quarter to $90 a bar-
prices jumped almost mediators Pakistan go,"said PVM Oil As- rel for Brent crude and
3% on Monday as and Oman before fly- sociates analyst $83 for WTI, citing re-
peace talks between ing to Russia, with the Tamas Varga. duced output from the
the United States and US and Iran still Tehran has largely Middle East.
Iran stalled and ship- seemingly far aparton closed the Strait of "The economic
ments through the issues including Iran's Hormuz while Wash- risks are larger than
Strait of Hormuz re- nuclear ambitions and ington has imposed a our crude base case
mained limited, keep- passage through the blockade of Iran's alone suggests be-
ing global oil supplies  Strait of Hormuz. ports. Traffic through cause of the net up-
tight. "The diplomatic the waterway re- side risks to oil prices,
The Brent crude stand-off means that mained limited, with unusually high refined
benchmark rose $3, or - every day 10-13 mil- only one oil products product prices, prod-
about  2.9%, to lion barrels of oil fail tanker entering the ucts shortages risks
$108.36 a barrel by to get to the interna- Gulfon Sunday, Kpler and the unprecedented
0828 GMT, its highest tional market, worsen-  shipping data showed. scale of the shock,"
in three weeks. US  ing an already tight oil Goldman Sachs GS analysts led by
West Texas Interme- balance. Therefore, raiseditsoilprice fore- Daan Struyven said in
diate was up 82.45, or  thereis onlyone direc- casts for the fourth a note on Sunday.
2.6%, at$96.85. Brent
and WTI gained
nearly 17% and 13%
respectively last week
for their biggest
weekly gains since the
start of the war.
Hopes of reviving
peace efforts receded
over the weekend
when US President
Donald Trump said
Iran could telephone if
it wants to negotiate
an end to their two-
month war.
Meanwhile, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi

Central bank increases policy rate by
100 bps to 11.5pc

STATE BANK OF PAKISTAN

s b Bk

search-based currency The SBP has cut
tracker, had correctly rates by a cumulative
predicted a 100bps hike. 1,150bps since June
It said that this would 2024, from a record high
not be because data of22pc.
compelled it, but as a Pakistan’s con-
pre-emptive move to sumer price inflation
protect hot money flows, quickened to 7.3pe in
counter inflation, and March compared to the
stay aligned with rising same period last year,
global bond yields. breaching the SBP’S Spc

“This is no longer to 7pc target range, with
justan oil story. Market some analysts warning it
relationships are break- could approach 10pc in
ing down. Oil, bonds, April.
foreign exchange, and
equities are all moving
simultancously, often in
conflicting directions,
with no clear anchor,”

figderiidd i
NEWS DESK: The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
on Monday raised its
key policy rate to 11.5
per cent.

In its meeting today,
the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) “de-
cided toraise the policy
rate by 100 basis points
to 11.50pc™ with effect
from Tuesday, the SBP
said in a statement.

It added that a de-
tailed monetary policy
statement will be re-
leased later.

The hike is the first
inalmost three years, as
rising oil prices from the
US-Israel war on Iran
threaten to push infla-

dependent nation.
The decision was in
line with market expecta-
tions that the interest
rate was bound to see a
rise in Monday’s an-
nouncement, albeit with
differing opinions on
the size of the hike.
higher interest
rate will yield more
money for exporters and
remitters but create seri-
ous problems for import-

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
has previously cau-
tioned Pakistan against
premature easing and
urged the bank to main-
tain a positive real inter-

"It willalso increase
the debt burden of the
government, which bor-
rows heavily from banks
and corporates to accu-
mulate liquidity needed
to run the government.

said Faisal Mamsa, the
chief executive officer of

Tresmark.

tion higher in the import- Tresmark, a re- est rate.

PVARA says any deals, pilots involving
virtual assets require prior authorisation

NEWS DESK: The
Pakistan Virtual Assets
Regulatory Authority
(PVARA) said on Mon-
day that any agreement
or pilot announced in-
volving virtual assets
required prior
authorisation.

Earlier this month,
the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) had an-
nounced a significant
policy change,
legalising and encour-
aging the use of virtual
assets through the en-
actment of the Virtual
Assets Act 2026. Un-
der the Act, PVARA is
the statutory authority
responsible for the li-
censing, regulation, su-
pervision and oversight

of virtual asset activi-
ties in Pakistan.

In an advisory
published on Monday,
the authority said it had
noted recent public an-
nouncements by finan-
cial institutions regard-
ing memoranda of un-
derstanding, pilots and
partnerships involving
virtual assets, including
the use of stablecoins
for remittances and
cross-border  pay-
ments.

“Under the Virtual
Assets Act, 2026, the
provision of virtual as-
set services to users in
Pakistan, including the
issuance, transfer, cus-
tody, exchange, or ar-
rangement of virtual

assets, stablecoins, and
allied blockchain-based
solutions, falls within
the regulatory ambit of
PVARA,” the authority

risks”, including the
possibility that the pro-
posed activity might
“not lawfully proceed™.
It said that it was
committed to enabling
“responsible innova-
tion”.

P
2,

“Any agreement or
announced pilot that
results in, or directly
enables, the provision
of such services re-
quires prior
authorisation  from
PVARA,” it added.

It further
emphasised that public
announcements  of
such initiatives without
prior engagement with
the authority might
“give rise to regulatory,
reputational and Finan-
cial Action Task Force
(FATF) compliance

“Any person
(whether natural or le-
gal) contemplating vir-
tual asset pilots,
stablecoin use cases,
blockchain-based allied
solutions, or
tokenisation structures
should engage early
with PVARA through
the regulatory sandbox,
no-action relief letters,
or the no-objection cer-
tificate process, and to
seek prior
authorisation,” it said.

)

Huge storage charge waivers at Karachi Port

Trust terminals announced

NEWS DESK: Federal
Minister for Mnrmme
Affairs
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
on Sunday announced
storage charge waivers
ranging from 25 to 50 per
cent at Karachi Port
Trust (KPT) terminals to
facilitate exporters af-
fected by recent disrup-
tions in Gulf-bound ship-
ments.

tional issues. “The waiv-
ers aim to reduce finan-
cial pi import-
ers and exporters, clear
pending consignments,
and improve cargo clear-
ance efficiency,” he
added.

In a statement,
Chaudhry said the move
‘marks a positive step to
support the export sec-
tor, ensure trade continu-
ity, and case logistical
bottlenecks.

Reliefaimed at ex-

porters affected by dis-
m}_)(ions in Gulf-bound

nal operators to ensure
smoother logistics and
better service delivery.

He described such
reliefmeasures as part of
a broader strategy to
make the maritime sector
more responsive and
competitive, and better
aligned with national
trade priorities. He added
that efficient port opera-
tions are vital for eco-
nomic stability, export
growth, and investor
confidence.

“Maritime institu-
tions are being encour-
aged to adopt a more fa-
cilitative and trade-
friendly approach so
that operational delays
do not result in avoid-
able costs for stakehold-
ers,” he said.

minister
emphasised the need for
improved coordination
among ports and termi

Following consul-
tations with terminal op-
erators to address ex-
porters’ concerns, re-
tired Rear Admiral
Shahid Ahmed, the chair-
man of KPT, led the ini-
tiative on the minister’s
direction.

The effort secured
‘waivers of 50 per cent at
KGTL from March 1 to
20, 2026; 50 per cent at
KICT fromMarch 1 to 10,
2026; and 25 per cent at
SAPT from March 11 to
31,2026.

The minister said
these measures apply to
export  containers
stranded at terminal
yards that could not be

oaded due to opera-




SPORTS

Tuesday,April.28.2026

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Kingsmen make playoffs with Rawalpindiz rout in regal show

NEWS DESK:Initiating
his run-up from the Pa-
vilion End, Hunain Shah
steamed in, firing on all
cylinders. Once the
pacer started running,
he never stopped. Deliv-
eringa searing yorker o
castle Ben Sears, he
sealed a play-offspot for
Hyderabad Kingsmen in
their debut HBL Paki-
stan Super League sea-
son with a commanding
108-run  win over
Rawalpindiz here at the
National Bank Stadium
on Sunday
Hunain’s run_ex-
tended beyond the pitch,
as he and team-mates
converged near the Uni-
versity Road End —
some sprinting in from
the dugout, others from
their fielding positions
mirroring Kingsmen's
own tournament jour-
ney: four straight de-
feats, followed by four |~ 3
consecutive wins, an-
other stumble, and fi-
nally a clinical finish
when it mattered the .
most.
Set a daunting tar-
get of 245, Rawa-Ipindiz  net run-rate in the pro-
never quite found the cess.
momentum required, Earlier, Kingsmen’s
folding for 136 with innings wasa tale of cal-
nearly three overs to culated aggression and
spare despite lone resis- relentless intent. Having
tance from Usman been put into bat by
Khawaja. Mohammad Rizwan,
The huge defeat Kingsmen wasted little
not only ended time in setting the tone.
Raw-a-Ipindiz’s cam- Maaz  Sadaqat
paign on a familiar dis- launched the proceed-
appointing note but also - ings with a boundary off’
confirmed Kingsmen’s the very first ball and,
remarkable entryinto the ~ despite losing captain
playoffs as they ousted Marnus Labuschagne
Lahore Qalan‘dars on early to  Sears,

Kingsmen’s approach
remained unchanged.
Maaz’s brisk 28 off
11 balls, peppered with
five fours and a six, en-
sured powerplay be-
longed firmly to
Kingsmen.
sman Khan then
took charge, displaying
controlled belligerence
inablistering 54 from 26
deliveries.

Kingsmen’s charge,
even as wickets fell at
the other end.

After Saim Ayub
(12) disappointed again
it was the middle-overs
partnership between
Kusal Perera and Glenn
Maxwell that truly de-
fined the innings.

With Kingsmen
needing not just a win
but a big one to over-

His innings, laced haul their net run-rate
with four fours and as deficit, the duo com-
‘many sixes, provided the bined precision with
backbone of power.

to counterattack, stitch-
ing together a 43-run
stand. Rizwan looked
fluent during his 26 off
16 balls before falling to
Hunain, the player-of-
the-match, whose intro-
duction into the attack
pruvcd decisive.

unain’s double
slnke in his first over —
removing Rizwan and
Kamran Ghulam —
dented Rawalpindiz’s
chase irreparably. From
there, Kingsmen’s
bowlers operated with
discipline and clarity,
aware that wickets were
the key to securing the
required margin of vic-
tory.

“Everyone was
workmg rcally hard and

the conviction to
win,” Hunain said after-
wdrd; explaining that
the plan was simple: “hit
the top of off-stump,
N ’ we wouldn’t go for wick-
- v ~ ets;they would come on
their own.”

Akif Javed comple-
mented Hunain bril-
liantly, picking up three
wickets, including that
of the dangerous Sam
Billings, who had briefly
threatened with a quick

dent “if we could do
what we did in the first
innings.”

He also praised how
“Glenn had a quiet tour-
nament and then to find
that innings” alongside
key contributions from

crera, Usman and
Hassan.

Rawalpindiz’s reply
began on a cautious
note, with pacer
Mohammad Ali main-
taining tight lines.

However, Rizwan
and Khawaja ancmplcd

Perera played the
anchor’s role to perfec-
tion, finishing unbeaten
on 50 off 30 balls, while
Maxwell unleashed a
breathtaking assault.

The Australian all-
rounder’s 70 not out off
just 37— featuring eight
fours and three sixes
came at a crucial juncture
when Kingsmen seemed
losing momentum after a
brief wobble.

Their 108-run part-
nership between Perera
and Maxwell dismantled

Rawalpindiz’s bowling
attack, with pacer
Mohammad Amir endur-
ing a particularly forget-
table outing, conceding
57 runs in his four overs
withouta wicket.

The late flourish
from Hassan Khan, who
smashed 16 offjust four
balls, propelled
Kingsmen to an impos-
ing 244-6 — atotal that,
as Labuschagne later
noted, rcally kept us in
the game,” adding that
the side had felt confi-

Ali chipped in with
a wicket as well, while
Maxwell capped off an
all-round pcrformancc
by dismissing
Khawa_]d stuod 'firm
amidst the collapse,
crafiing an unbeaten 66
off 43 balls, but lacked
support from the other
end as wickets contin-
ued to tumble at regular
intervals.

Steep mountainside offers respite
for daring Afghans

NEWSDESK:
Backflipping down a
steep and sandy
mountainside, Afghan
teenager Imran Sacedi
wows the crowds of men

rounding the mountain,
picnicking together and
en_]oymg the scenery.
Reg-e-Rawan is off
limits to women and
girls, who are banned by

site dates back thou-
sands of years.

"The unique feature
of this place 1s that the
sand never decreases
despite people climbing

'Humans need na-
ture' Mirwais Kamran, a
48-year-old business-
man, had driven three
hours north from the
capital Kabul with some

who gather each spring- the Taliban authorities ~of his 12 children. upand sliding down," he
time to unwind beside from recreational spots "I feel joy when I told AFP.
breathtaking views.  such as parks. come here withmychil-  Some people be-

Families  with
women were turned
away when AFP journal-
ists visited, while offi-
cials under the Ministry
for the Propagation of
Virtue and the Preven-
tion of Vice patrolled the

Hundreds of visi-
tors travel each weekend
to Reg-e-Rawan — "the
moving sands" in Dari
to practice parkour or
roll down the honey-
coloured sand in Kapisa
province.

"I feel afraid when
Tm going for a flip or a
jump, and of course I
can get injured," said 16-
year-old Sacedi, who
nonetheless loves the
thrill.

dren and friends," said
Kamran, who climbed up
the slope but stopped
short of rolling down.
Nusratullah Nusrat,
the provincial head of
tourism at the Kapisa
Department of Informa-
tionand Culture, said the

lieve rolling in the sand
also helps treat rheuma-
tism, added Nusrat.

For visitors such as
Nohzatullah Ahmadzai,
who travelled from
Kabul with a group of
friends, Reg-e-Rawan
lifts his mood.

"When the week
starts, I'm just waiting
for the weekend so I can
come to Reg-e-Rawan to
have fun again," said the
high school student.

Men and boys
clapped in admiration as
he ran down the hill and
flipped forwards, then
backwards, while his
friends filmed on their
phones.

Less daring onlook-
ers sat atop rocks sur-

Chelsea reach FA Cup ﬁnal w1th
narrow wm over Leeds

NEWS DESK:Crisis-hit
Chelsea beat Leeds
United 1-0 at Wembley
on Sunday to reach the
FACup final, a first-half
goal from Argentine
midfielder Enzo
Fernandez carning them
a clash with Manchester
City in the showpiece
match next month.
Fernandez slipped
between defenders to
nod home a cross from
Portugal winger Pedro
Neto in the 23rd minute
of the semi-final.
Eight-times winners
Chelsea, who sacked
coach Liam Rosenior on
Wednesday after five
Premier League defeats
in a row, dominated the
first half but had to rely
on Robert Sanchez to
keep Leeds at bay. He
pulled off fine saves in

A
after their tepid first half
but Sanchez kept the
Blues in the lead as he
denied Anton Stach and
Dominic Calvert-Lewin.
Tempers were flar-

If Chelsea can beat
Cityat Wembley, the in-
experienced McFarlane
would become one of
the most unlikely FA
Cup-winning managers

20
Chalobah s slip but fail-
ing to produce the accu-
racy to beat Robert
Sanchez.

Chelsea responded

each half from Brenden after stepping up from to that scare by missing ing but it was Chelsea
Aaronson and Anton his role with the club’s a good chance of their kept their cool to close
Stach. Under-21 squad to own, Joao Pedro drilling ~ out a win that restored a

Chelsea  coach Rosenior. a low strike against the modicum of pride after

Calum McFarlane, who
took charge of Sunday’s
game, will lead the Blues
in the Cup final on May
16.Eight-time FA Cup
winners Chelsea are into
the final for the 17th time
in their history and the
first since losing to
Liverpool in the 2022

It was a missed op-
portunity for Leeds, who
were playing in their first
FA Cup semi-final since
1987 and haven't made
the final for 53 years.

renden Aaronson
wasted a golden oppor-
tunity to put Leeds
ahead in the 15th minute,

near post from close-
range. But Fernandez
cased the anxiety around
Chelsea with his 23rd-
minute opener.It was
Chelsea’s first goal for
nearly 300 minutes since
they netted against third
tier Port Vale in the FA
Cup quarter-final. Daniel

the Ro;cmm' debacle.
GUARDIOLA
HAILS ‘EXTRAORDI-
NARY’ CITY
On Saturday, City
kept their bid for domes-
tic treble alive as they
downed Southampton 2-
1,becoming the first side
to ever reach four con-

Philadelphia.
In Toronto, the
| Raptors edged the

showpiece. racing clean through on  Farke’s side improved ~secutive FA Cup finals.

Houston Rockets thrash LA Lakers

the 2026 NBA Defensive

NEWS DESK:The
Houston Rockets routed
the Los Angeles Lakers
115-96 on Sunday to
stay alive in the NBA

yielding 30 Houston
points.

Four-time NBA
champion LeBron James
made just two of nine

Alperen Sengun in the
head with his forearm,
“Tari Eason added 20
points and Sengun
scored 19 for Houston,

Player of the Year and in

the running for Most

Valuable Player.
"Excitement, frus-

playoffs as  San attempts from the floor who are trying to be- tration, sol let it all out
Anfonio's  Victor on the wayto 10 points. come the first NBA team tonight,” he said.

Wembanyama madeatri- He handed out nine as- to rally from an 0-3 defi- The 22-year-old
umphant return to put sists but made eight cit to win a playoff se- Frenchman praised the
the Spurs on the brink  turnovers. Ties. doctors who oversaw

In Portland,
Wembanyama returned
after mi

of advancing.

Amen Thompson
scored 23 points to fuel
the Rockets, who
bounced back from a
crushing overtime loss
on Fridayto cut the defi-
cit in their best-of-seven
‘Western Conference se-
riesto 3-1.

The Spurs and the
Boston Celtics took
commanding 3-1 leads in
their series, San Antonio
rallying from 19 points
down to beat the Trail
Blazers 114-93 in Port-
land and Boston thrash-
ing the 76ers 128-96 in

With Los Angeles
still missing their top
scorers in injured Luka

oncic and Austin
Reaves, center Deandre
Ayton led the Lakers
with 19 points and 10 re-
bounds.

But Los Angeles
were already down by 19
when he was ejected in
the third quarter after
catching Rockets center

his path through the
NBA concussion prof
col, but voiced dissat
faction with the process
that requires a gradual
return to physical activ-
ity under medical super-
vision.

"The way the situa-
tion was handled was
very disappointing,"
Wembanyama said, de-
clining to elaborate.

and scored 27 points
with 11 rebounds, three
assists, four steals and
a whopping seven
blacked shots.

"I had lots of emo-
tions in me before the
game, obviously," said
Wembanyama, named

Cleveland Cavaliers 93- ==
89 to level their series at
two games apiece.

Denied a sweep in -
Houston, the Lakers can
still finish off the Rock-
ets when they host
game five on Wednes-
day.

The Rockets, still
without star Kevin
Durant, harried the Lak-
ers into 24 turnovers

Blistering Chapman steers United
to Qualifier as sloppy Sultans falter

NEWS DESK:A blister-
ing, high-quality contest
at the National Bank Sta-
dium on Sunday night
culminated in a state-
ment chase from
Islamabad United, pow-
ered by a scintillating
knock  from Mark
Chapman, as they
sealed second place in
the HBL Pakistan Super
League standings with a
four-wicket win over
Multan Sultans.

The result means |~ = = . - e
United will now feature
in Tuesday’s Qualifier at
the same venue against
table toppers Peshawar
Zalmi, carrying with
them not just momentum
but the cushion of a sec-
ond chance at reaching
the final.

Chasinga daunting
193, United were guided
by Chapman’s unbeaten
69 offjust 33 balls—an
innings that blended
power, placement and
composure, while also
being aided by a string
of costly fielding lapses
by Sultans.

Earlier, Sultans’ in-
nings had ebbed and
flowed after a blazing
start. Steven Smith and
Sahibzada Farhan raced

three towering sixes in a
lively cameo, before
Mohammad Wasim ex-
ploded in the final over,
smashing two sixes and
two fours to lift Sultans
toa competitive 192-7.

That flourish — 67
runs off the last five
overs — appeared deci-
sive at the break.

United’s chase be-
gan briskly but un-
cvenly, with early wick-
ets preventing them
from fully capitalising on
a good start. Devon
Conway and Mohsin
Riaz struck boundaries
freely, but both fell at-
tempting to maintain the
tempo.

t0 60 without loss inside
six overs, treating any-
thing loose with disdain.

Smith was particu-
larly elegant, threading
boundaries through
cover and even scoop-
ing audaciously over the
wicket-keeper, while
Sahibzada punished
width and length alike.

However, the in-
nings shifted dramati-
cally when both the
openers fell in succes-
sive deliveries — Smith
deceived by a slower
ball from Salman Mirza
and Sahibzada perish-
ing to Shadab Khan im-
mediately after.

From there, United

bowlers applied the
brakes through the
middle overs. Shan
Masood attempted to
anchor the innings, mix-
ing elegant drives with
aslog-sweep six, but his
stay was not without for-
tune — notably dropped
by Shadab early in the
southpaw’s innings.
Despite that re-
prieve, Shan’s 44 lacked
the required accelera-
tion, and regular wickets
including a sharp
caught-and-bowled ef-
fort by Chris Green
kept Sultans in check.
The late surge,
though, was emphatic.
Arafat Minhas launched
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Fire breaks out in cargo truck on Indus Highway in Dera Ismail Khan

NEWS DESK:A con-
tainer truck carrying
clothing caught fire on
the Indus Highway on
Monday near the vil-
lage of Dhora Solahn
Adda, in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa's Dera
Ismail Khan, destroy-
ing goods worth mil-
lions of rupees, police
said.

According to po-
lice, the cause of the
fire has yet to be de-
termined. The blaze
engulfed the vehicle,
reducing the cargo to
ashes. Thick smoke
spread across the
area, completely clos-
ing the road to traffic.

Traffic on the
Indus Highway, the
main road from
Peshawar to Karachi,
was temporarily sus-
pended, and the road
was closed for 1.5 to
2 hours as emergency
services rushed to the
scene to bring the fire
under control.

After the fire was
extinguished, the
truck's remains were

Global Fund team may come to
inspect ‘HIV mishandling’

NEWS DESK: Follow-
ing repo-ts of a possible
visit by a team from the
Global Fund (GF) to ex-
amine the rising number
Oof HIV cases in Pakistan,
the health ministry has
tasked the Drug Regula
tory Authority of Paki-
stan (Drap) and the Com-
‘mon Manage-ment Unit
(CMU) with devising a
mechanism to prevent
HIV transmission, par-
ticularly through the re-
use of syringes.

Experts say the Glo-
bal Fund will likely
prioritise placing techni-
cal professionals, rather
than burcaucrats, in
charge of disease con-
trol programmes

More than 300 HIV
cases among children

use of syri-nges. Addi-

Middle East,” the official
said, adding that such
teams usually arrive
from Geneva.

Another health
ministry official alleged
that about a decade ago,
HIV, tuberculosis, and
malaria programmes
were handled separately
by technical experts.
“Since the Global Fund
is the main donor for all
three programmes, they
were merged under the
CMU. After that, bureau-
crats took control, and
‘many focused more on
perks and privileges
than on disease con-
trol,” he claimed.

Regarding funding,
the official said that the
GF provides grants in

three-year cycles, with

tionally, Islamabad has taken notice of the
rec-orded at least 618 issue and sought a de-
new HIV cases between tailed briefing on HIV
.lanuary 2025 and March ~ cases.
A senior health min-
Health ministry istry official, speaking
asks Drap, CMU to de- on condition ofanunym»
vise mechanism for curb-  ity, said that authorities
ing reuse of syringes af- ~had been informed that
ter spike in cases a GF team is expected to
Last week, former visit Pakistan soon to
special assistant to the review the situation.
prime minister on health, It is noteworthy
Dr Zafar Mirza, had high-  that the Global Fund has
lighted the reuse of con-  invested over $1 billion
taminated syringes and  in Pakistan over the past
inadequate blood two decades to combat
screening before trans-  HIV, tuberculosis, and
fusions as major con-
tributors to the spread “Although we have
of the disease. not received official
NA panel takes no- confirmation of the
team’s arrival, we have
Meanwhile, the Na-  been told to expect it in
tional Assem-bly’s the first half of May, as
Standing Committee on travel schedules have
Health, chaired by Dr become unpredictable
Mahesh Kumar Malani, due to tensions in the

tice

i
approximately $250 mil- the health mini-stry
lion allocated for the spokesperson, Sajid
three diseases. “For HIV, - Shah, said that HIV case
funding is split equally numbers in Isla-ma-bad
between the govern- were misreported by
ment and the private sec- - some media, adding that
tor,” he added. the ministry was taking
In June last year, the ~ steps to control the dis-
Global Fund said an au-  ease.
dit by its Inspector Gen- He stated that 2cc
eral found slow progress ~and Scc syringes had al-
and setbacks in tackling ready been banned and
HIV and other infectious - replaced with auto-dis-
diseases in Pakistan. able syrings
The audit cited 10ccsyringes.
weak governance, lim-  able in th narkcl can be
ited strategic direction, reust he ministry
insufficient domestic fi- has directed Drap and
nancing, and frequent the CMU to investigate
leadership changes whether 10cc syringes
within the Ministry of are contributing to the
Health as key chal- spread of HIV. Measures
lenges. will also be taken to ban
Syringes replaced  them if necessary,” he
When contacted, said.

Tremors jolt Islamabad, parts of
K-P after 5.7-magnitude earth-
quake in region: PMD

NEWS DESK:
Tremors were felt in
parts of Islamabad and
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
on Monday after a
5.7-magnitude earth-
quake struck the Af-
ghanistan-—Tajikistan
border region, accord-
ing to the Pakistan
Meteorological De-
partment (PMD).

In a statement, the
PMD said the carth-
quake occurred at
11:46am, with its
epicentre located near
the Afghanistan bor-
der with Tajikistan at

a depth of around 170
kilometres. The im-
pact of the tremors
was felt in Islamabad
as well as several dis-
tricts of K-P, including
Swat, Shangla and
Buner. No immediate
reports of damage or
casualties were re-
ceived. On April 3, a
5.8-magnitude earth-
quake struck the
Hindu Kush region in
Afghanistan. Tremors

eas. Last month, a
moderate earthquake
measuring 4.5 on the
Richter scale jolted
Balochistan's Khuzdar
district and surround-
ing areas, though no

were reported.

In February, an
carthquake measuring
5.6 on the Richter
scale struck the Hindu
Kush region in Af-
ghanistan, with trem-

were felt in ors felt in Islamabad,
Islamabad, Chitral, Swat,  Peshawar,
Peshawar, Swat, Chitral, and other cit-

Shangla and other ar- ies across Pakistan.

casualtics or damage | Jul

removed from the
highway, and the road

alties have becn re-
ported so far, while an
investigation is under-
way to determine the
cause of the fire.

On April 25, at
least 11 people were
injured in a traffic ac-
cident on the
Karakoram Highway
in hyber-
Pakhtunkhwa's
Shangla district.

Rescue 1122 told
The Express Tribune
that the incident oc-
curred near the Maira
area within the juris-
diction of Shangla af-
ter nightfall, reportedly
dueto poor visibility on
the main highway.

Pakistan records
tens of thousands of
road accidents annu-
ally. The World Health
Organisation esti-
mates that more than
27,000 people die each
year on our roads,
while hundreds of
thousands are injured.

Parachinar Alrport becomes operational after long

hiatus‘Apologetic’ CM Murad announces reconstruction
of Karachi's University Road in 90 days

NEWS DESK: In
view of growing criti-
cism and widespread
inconvenience to hun-
dreds of thousands of
commuters on a daily
Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad
Ali  Shah, while
“apologising” to the
people of Karachi, has
announced that the de-
teriorated University
Road will be recon-
structed within 90
da

ys.
‘While the under-
construction  Bus
Rapid Transit (BRT)
Red Line is an Asian
Development Bank-
funded scheme, the
reconstruction of the
University Road will
be undertaken as a
separate project
funded through the
rovincial
government’s own re-
sources.
The move came
days after the chief

minister had himself |

expressed “embar-
rassment” over the in-
convenience caused to
road users due to de-
lays in the completion
of the BRT Red Line
University

Talking to Dawn,
Karachi Mayor
Murtaza Wahab, who
accompanied the CM
during his visit to the
Red Line project on
Sunday, said that the

to citizens for the de-
lay in construction
work on University
Road. He assured
them that the mixed-
traffic lanes would be
restored within three
months.

He acknowledged
the hardships faced by
Karachi residents and
said the government
was committed to ad-
dressing their con-
cerns and completing
the project at the ear-
liest.

He announced
that the tender for the
main corridor of Red
Line’s Lot 2 would be
reissued, adding that
discussions had al-
ready been held with

chief minister had
taken the decision to
reconstruct the Uni-
versity Road in re-
sponse to public com-
plaints and hardships,
with the aim of provi
ing relief to Karachi’s
residents.

“And it should be
made clear that this is
not a BRT Red Line-
linked initiative, as the
Sindh government has
decided to undertake it
independently using its
own funds, solely to
provide relief to the
public,” he said.

“The plan is to re-
construct University
Road, which is used
for regular traffic,
from Safoora

v

Chowrangi to
Numaish, so that while
work on the BRT Red
Line continues, com-
muters do not face
hardship and the road
remains usable,” he
said, adding:

“The project will
cover all aspects, from
road construction to
the installation of a
proper drainage sys-
tem, to ensure smooth
traffic flow.”

CM visits Red
Line site

The chief minister
reviewed city develop-
ment projects and also
visited the site of the
BRT Red Line.

Speaking to the
media, he apologised

S

the FWO, whose offi-
cials had assured that
construction activities
would resume at the
site within two to three
days.

The chiefminister
said the mixed traffic
corridor extends over
approximately 12
kilometres and ex-
pressed hope that
work on restoring the
lanes would be com-
pleted within three
months.

“The people have
high expectations
from the Sindh gov-
ernment,” he said,
adding that although
the

Lot Two contract
had been awarded
four years ago, the
quality of work had
not been satisfactory.

Taking responsi-
bility, the chief minis-
ter assured the timely
completion of the
project and said con-
struction work would
continue even during
the upcoming Eid holi-
days to accelerate
progress.

It may be noted
that the Sindh govern-
ment had recently can-
celled the contract of
a firm constructing the
Red Line corridor
from Mosamiyat to
Numaish due to the
slow pace of work
and unsatisfactory per-
formance.

Mild heatwave condltlons likely in southern parts of Paki-

NEWS DESK: The
Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department
(PMD) on Monday
predicted that mild
heatwave conditions
were likely to develop
in the southern parts
of the country from
April 29 to May 3.

In a weather up-
date, it said that the
upper parts of the
country were likely to
be affected by the
westerly wave from
the night of April 27 to
April 29 and from
May 3-5, due to which
temperatures  were
likely to drop 2-4 de-
grees Celsius.

The department
said that EI-Nifio con-
ditions were likely to
emerge during May-

ly.

EINino is a natu-
rally-occurring climate
phenomenon  that
warms surface tem-
peratures in the cen-

tral and castern cqua- @

torial Pacific Ocean. It
brings changes in
winds, pressure and
rainfall patterns. The
last El Nino contrib-

stan from April 29 to May 3: PMD

uted to making 2023 The PMD further
the second-hottest said it was continu-
year on record and ously monitoring the
2024 the all-time high. situation.

“The observed cli- “If any heatwave
mate suggests that is likely to develop, an
May and June are the update will be issued
hottest months during accordingly,” it said.
the year, while south Last week, the
Punjab, upper Sindh, United Nations said
southern/eastern that the El Nino
Balochistan are heat- weather phenomenon
prone areas of the was expected to re-
country, with tempera- turn in mid-2026. Its
tures  sometimes weather and climate

shooting up to 52°C
due to heatwave con-
ditions,” the PMD

It added that the
temperature ranges in
these areas was be-
tween 43 to 45°C in
May and June. But,
according to observa-
tional data, tempera-
tures in these areas
were currently 2 to
4°C above the normal
range.

agency said EI Nino
conditions could well
develop as carly as
May to July.

Last week, the
National Disaster
Management Author-
ity (NDMA), through

National Emergen-
cies Operation Centre
(NEOQC), also issued
a nationwide alert
warning of an intense
heatwave in several
regions until May 5.




