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Mobile Book Vans and Science Labs Bring Education
to Remote Villages in Balochistan

Pakistan–Sri Lanka Launch
Joint Counter-Terrorism Exercise

‘Shake Hands-II’ in Tarbela

Syed Ali Shah,
Education Desk:

QUETTA: In a creative ef-
fort to bridge the  education
gap in far-flung areas,
Balochistan’s education au-
thorities have rolled out inno-
vative mobile initiatives that are
literally taking books and sci-
ence experiments directly to
children’s doorsteps.

Working in partnership
with UNICEF, the provincial
education department has in-
troduced Book Vans and Sci-
ence Rides across 14 districts.

These mobile units, which
started as basic mobile schools,
have now transformed into vi-
brant moving libraries, interac-
tive learning centers, and fully
equipped science labs on
wheels.

The projects are currently
active in Zhob, Qila Saifullah,
Loralai, Pishin, Chaman,
Quetta, Lasbela, Hub, Gwadar,
Jaffarabad, Kachhi, Kech, Jhal
Magsi, and Nushki. While the
Book Van operates province-
wide, the specialized Science
Ride is successfully running in
Jaffarabad district.

Special appreciation goes
to Naqeeb Khilji, Program
Manager of the UNICEF-
funded Education Sector Plan
(ESP), whose dedication, vi-
sionary leadership, and tireless
efforts played a pivotal role in
successfully launching and
scaling this impactful program.

Officials say these mobile
units have sparked fresh en-
thusiasm among children in
areas where traditional schools
are scarce or distant.

By promoting reading hab-
its and hands-on scientific ex-

RAWALPINDI:

Pakistan and Sri Lanka have
commenced a two-week joint
counter-terrorism exercise,
“Shake Hands-II,” aimed at
enhancing operational coordi-
nation and military cooperation
between the two countries.

The exercise began on
April 27 in Tarbela, bringing
together elite troops from the

Pakistan Army’s Special Ser-
vices Group (SSG) and Spe-
cial Forces of the Sri Lankan
Army. It focuses on strength-
ening professional skills
through joint training in
counter-terrorism operations.

According to the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the exercise is de-
signed to promote the ex-
change of operational exper-
tise and experiences between

Four Dead, Including Two
Children, as Heavy Rains and Lightning

Strike Balochistan
Qaseem Shah, Ali Hamza:

QUETTA: Severe weather
across parts of Balochistan
has claimed four lives, includ-
ing two children, in a series of
tragic incidents linked to heavy
rainfall, lightning, and strong
winds.

According to officials, the
fatalities were reported from
the districts of Musakhel,
Nasirabad, and Jafarabad. In
Musakhel,

one man was killed after
being struck by lightning. In

Nasirabad, two children lost
their lives in a similar incident,
highlighting the dangers of sud-
den thunderstorms in open ar-
eas.

Another fatality occurred
in Jafarabad, where powerful
winds caused a wall to col-
lapse. A man was trapped un-
der the rubble and died at the
scene.

Authorities say that while
rescue and response efforts
are underway, teams are also
assessing the broader impact
of the rains, including damage
to homes, crops, and local in-

the participating forces. It is
expected to improve
interoperability and deepen
mutual understanding in tack-
ling evolving security chal-
lenges. “Shake Hands-II” also
underscores the longstanding
defence ties between Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, reinforcing mili-
tary-to-military relations
through structured collabora-
tion and joint preparedness ini-
tiatives.

ploration, the initiative is help-
ing nurture curiosity and a love
for learning among young stu-
dents who previously had lim-
ited access to quality educa-

tional resources.
Local students have

warmly welcomed the project.
“We get to explore so many
interesting books right in our

village.  I bought several books
on different subjects,” shared
Zainab Shambay, a young stu-
dent.

Many children and parents

are now hoping the program
expands to more districts
across Balochistan.

This UNICEF-supported
effort is being hailed as a prac-

tical and effective step toward
making education more acces-
sible and engaging in some of
the province’s most underde-
veloped regions.

frastructure.
The full scale of financial

losses is still being determined.
Residents have been ad-

vised to remain cautious, avoid
unnecessary travel, and take
safety precautions during un-
stable weather, as further rain
and thunderstorms are ex-
pected in the coming days.

The recent incidents un-
derline the vulnerability of com-
munities during extreme
weather, especially in rural and
underdeveloped areas where
protective infrastructure is lim-
ited.
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Balochistan Cracks Down on Official Vehicle Misuse with Strict Austerity Measures
Asim Khan:

QUETTA: The Govern-
ment of Balochistan has
taken a decisive step to-
ward transparency and
fiscal responsibility by
introducing strict re-
forms to end the misuse
of official vehicles. Led
by Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, the initia-
tive reflects a broader
push for austerity, ac-
countability, and effi-
cient use of public re-
sources.

For years, the unau-
thorized use of govern-
ment vehicles has been
a visible symbol of ad-
ministrative excess. The
newly enforced ban on
after-hours use, without
prior approval, aims to
dismantle this long-
standing practice. By
extending the directive
to former governors, ex-
chief ministers, retired
officials, and other non-
entitled individuals, the
government has sig-
naled a zero-tolerance
approach.

GPS Tracking Sys-
tems in All Official Ve-
hicles

A key component of
the reform is a compre-
hensive audit of the en-
tire government vehicle
fleet.

Authorit ies will
now ensure that fuel is
issued only to verified
and registered vehicles,
closing gaps that previ-
ously enabled misuse.
Additionally, outdated
vehicles manufactured
before 2005 will  be
phased out through auc-
tions, helping reduce
maintenance costs and
streamline the fleet.

The introduction of
GPS tracking systems in
all  official vehicles
marks a major shift to-

How AI Is Making Modern Production Smarter and Faster

ward digital governance.
Combined with Safe City
surveillance cameras,
these measures are de-
signed to monitor ve-
hicle movement, prevent
unauthorized usage, and
strengthen oversight
across urban areas.

The strict ban on

taking official vehicles
outside the province
without prior approval
further reinforces ac-
countability.

Austerity Mea-
sures are Both Timely
and Necessary

From an economic
standpoint, these auster-

ity measures are both
timely and necessary.
With limited public re-
sources and growing fi-
nancial pressures, en-
suring responsible gov-
ernment spending has
become critical. The
crackdown on vehicle
misuse not only ad-

dresses financial leak-
ages but also sends a
strong message about
reforming governance
practices in Balochistan.

However, the suc-
cess of this policy will
depend entirely on its
implementation. Past re-
forms have often

struggled due to selec-
tive enforcement and
lack of continuity. To
build public trust, au-
thorities must ensure
across-the-board ac-
countability, without ex-
ceptions or political con-
siderations.

If enforced effec-

tively, this initiative
could serve as a model
for wider public sector
reforms. More impor-
tantly, it has the poten-
tial to shift institutional
culture, moving away
from privilege-driven
practices toward a sys-
tem rooted in responsi-

SyedMuhammadWaseem:
AI is changing the way
we create and collabo-
rate, with 41% 1 of
brands already using it
for video production.
Production teams now
have to create more con-
tent faster than ever.
Staying on track while
keeping ideas fresh is a
daily challenge. AI is
changing how produc-
tion teams plan, shoot,
and edit. It’s making the
process faster, smarter,
and more creative.

As the need for
faster content grows, AI
is becoming a key tool
in modern studios. It
helps creators stay up to
date with new trends and
what audiences want.
Studios are using AI to
work faster and save
money. According to
Deloitte’s2 2024 report,
42% of executives say it
boosts efficiency and
productivity.

Let’s explore how AI
is changing production
from planning to editing.
You’ll learn how it saves
time, cuts costs, and
boosts creativity. By the
end, you’ll see how it’s
making modern produc-
tion smarter and faster.

The Evolution of AI
in Media Production

AI in media produc-
tion has evolved rapidly
over the years. Initially,
it served as a basic tool
for handling repetitive
tasks such as video ed-
iting, adding visual ef-
fects, and creating com-
puter graphics. Over
time, it has transformed
into a powerful creative
partner that now sup-
ports teams at every
stage of production.

In the beginning, AI
was mainly used for CGI,
video automation, and
voice synthesis. These
tools helped save time
but still required signifi-
cant human input. Today,
AI plays an active role
across pre-production,
production, and post-
production, making the
entire process more effi-
cient and consistent.

During pre-produc-
tion, i t  assists with
scriptwriting, budget-
ing, and storyboarding.
In production, it en-
hances camera tracking,
lighting adjustments,
and virtual set design.
Finally, in post-produc-
tion, it streamlines edit-
ing, color correction,
sound design, and even
creates advanced visual
effects.

Major studios such
as Netflix and Warner
Bros. are now using AI-
driven tools to analyze
audience preferences,
optimize workflows, and
enhance storytelling. As
a result, AI has shifted
from being a simple tech-
nical assistant to becom-
ing an essential force
shaping the future of
modern media produc-
tion.

Why Production
Houses Are Turning to
AI

Production houses
are facing rising costs
and tighter schedules.
Keeping up with dead-
lines while staying cre-
ative has become a ma-
jor challenge. To stay
efficient, many studios
are now using AI to
manage time and60% of
post-production studios
utilize AI-powered edit-
ing tools to reduce edit-
ing time. reduce ex-
penses. This trend is
growing rapidly as the
global AI in media and
entertainment market is
projected to reach $34.1
billion3 by 2027.

The demand for
quick content is also in-
creasing.

Streaming plat-
forms compete to release
new shows faster, put-
ting pressure on produc-
tion teams. At the same
time, 65% of advertising
agencies are already us-
ing AI tools for content
creation, showing how
quickly the industry is
adapting to new tech-
nology. There is also a
shortage of skilled post-
production profession-
als. AI tools step in to

handle repetitive work
like cutting scenes or
syncing dialogue. This
gives creative teams
more time to focus on
storytelling and innova-
tion while keeping
projects on schedule
and within budget.

How Production
Houses Are Using AI

AI is changing how
production houses work
from start to finish. It
supports every stage of
filmmaking, from plan-
ning and shooting to
editing and final
delivery.In Pre-
ProductionAI is making
the pre-production
stage faster and more
creative. Writers now
use tools like ChatGPT,
Jasper, and Sudowrite to
draft scripts or explore
story ideas. In fact, 60%
of film studios are explor-
ing AI-driven
scriptwriting tools to
speed up brainstorming
and script development.

These tools help gener-
ate dialogue, plot twists,
and creative concepts in
minutes, saving time
while keeping creativity
flowing.

Storyboarding and
concept visualization
have also become easier.
Tools like Midjourney,
Runway ML, and Pika
Labs turn written ideas
into visuals, helping di-
rectors and producers
see how scenes might
look before filming be-
gins. This makes plan-
ning smoother and re-
duces the need for
costly revisions later.

AI is also improving
casting and budgeting.
Some tools analyze data
to predict how well an
actor will connect with
audiences. AI software
like Celtx and
StudioBinder helps plan
budgets and schedules.
These tools make it
easier for studios to
manage costs,  track

spending, and stay on
time.In Production

AI is transforming
the way films are shot on
set. For example, AI-
powered cameras can
automatically track ac-
tors, adjust framing, and
optimize lighting in real
time. This helps direc-
tors capture perfect
shots faster and reduces
the need for repeated
takes.  According to
MarketsandMarkets4,
the use of AI cameras in
film production is ex-
pected to grow by 22%
annually by 2027.

Virtual production
is becoming more com-
mon. Tools like Unreal
Engine and NVIDIA
Omniverse allow film-
makers to create realis-
tic digital environments
before filming begins.
These virtual sets save
time, cut costs, and give
teams more creative free-
dom, especially for large-
scale or fantasy

projects.
AI supports crews

during filming. Voice rec-
ognition systems can
follow script lines or ad-
just  camera sett ings
through simple voice
commands.

As a result, on-set
work becomes smoother,
and the crew can focus
more on storytelling
rather than technical de-
tails.

In Post-Production
This phase gets a

big boost from AI, espe-
cially in editing and
sound design. Tools like
Runway ML, Adobe Pre-
miere Pro AI,  and
Descript automate tasks
like cutting, syncing, and
scene detection.  Smart
apps can identify key
moments and streamline
workflows, helping edi-
tors focus on
storytelling.

AI also improves
color grading and sound
editing. It can automati-

cally balance colors, re-
fine lighting, remove
background noise, and
sync soundtracks. Even
some free tools can ap-
ply complex color grad-
ing for a consistent
look. These features
save time and make the
final product polished
and professional.

In addition, AI en-
hances VFX, CGI, and
localization. It removes
green screens, fills miss-
ing frames, and gener-
ates realistic effects
quickly. Voice tools like
Resemble.ai  and
ElevenLabs speed up
dubbing and transla-
tions for multiple lan-
guages.

The use of AI in
video editing has re-
duced production time
by an average of 30%,
showing how much it
improves efficiency.

AI also helps with
versioning and distribu-
tion. It can create mul-
tiple edits for different
platforms like social me-
dia, TV, or YouTube
Shorts. This allows stu-
dios to repurpose con-
tent easily and deliver it
quickly. Overall , AI
makes post-production
faster, more precise, and
more creative.

Case Studies: How
AI Is Shaping Modern
Production

Case Study 1:
Netflix Builds a Cloud-
Based VFX Studio

Netflix, one of the
biggest entertainment
companies in the world,
began producing its
own content in 2012. To
make collaboration
easier, the company
wanted to create a vi-
sual effects (VFX) stu-
dio in the cloud. This
would let artists from
different countries work
together without being
limited by location.

Using NICE DCV
and Amazon EC2 G4 in-
stances, Netflix built
fast and secure remote
workstations. These
cloud tools allowed art-
ists to edit, animate, and

render with high-quality
visuals while keeping
performance smooth.
The system helped
Netflix move from testing
to full production in just
one year.

By using AWS,
Netflix reduced costs
and technical barriers
for creators. The com-
pany could now attract
top VFX and animation
talent from anywhere in
the world. This innova-
tion showed how cloud
and AI tools can trans-
form modern film pro-
duction.

Case Study 2:
Cropify’s AI Innovation
in Grain Grading

In South Australia,
Anna Falkiner and An-
drew Hannon founded
Cropify to make grain
testing faster and more
accurate. Traditional
testing relied on human
inspection, which often
caused mistakes and
disagreements.

The founders
wanted a smarter AI-
based way to grade
crops.

Working with the
Australian Institute for
Machine Learning
(AIML), they built AI
software that could ana-
lyze grain samples in sec-
onds.

Their system re-
duced testing time from
24 minutes to just 90 sec-
onds and achieved 98%
accuracy. This made the
grain supply chain faster
and more reliable.

In 2024, Cropify
raised $2 million AUD
from investors to expand
its technology. Their
success proved that AI
can bring real value to
agriculture by making
testing fairer, faster, and
more consistent.
Falkiner advises busi-
nesses to focus on real
problems first and then
see if AI is the right so-
lution.

Case Study 3:
What’s Next
Entertainment’s Use of
AI in Creative Produc-
tion

bility and transparency.
The policy sets the

right tone. Its long-term
impact will depend on
whether the government
maintains the same level
of commitment in enforc-
ing these rules as it has
shown in announcing
them.
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Pakistan rejects 'frivolous and fake' reports of
strikes, deaths in Afghanistan's Kunar province

Britain's King Charles meets Trump in bid to salvage ties

Congress claims India’s stance
triggered rift in Brics moot

Bahrain revokes citizenship of 69
people for 'glorifying or

sympathising with' Iranian attacks

03

NEWS DESK:The infor-
mation ministry on Mon-
day rejected Afghan me-
dia reports alleging that
the Pakistan Army car-
ried out missile or air
strikes in Afghanistan’s
Kunar province, calling
the claims “false” and
“frivolous”.

In a statement
posted on X, the
ministry’s fact-checking
account shared a picture
from Afghan news out-
let TOLOnews claiming
that “Pakistani military
conducted missile/jet at-
tacks on Kunar province
on April 27, targeting
Sayyed Jamaluddin Af-
ghan University and resi-
dential areas, killing
three people and injur-
ing 45 (mostly women
and children), as per
Najibullah Hanif.”

The ministry dis-
missed the allegations,
saying the claim “is a
blatant lie and an attempt
to gain sympathy to
cover up support by the
Afghan Taliban to Fitna
al Khwarij”.

Fitna al Khawarij is
a term the state uses for
terrorists belonging to

the banned Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

“Pakistan’s target-
ing is precise and intelli-
gence-based.

No strike has been
carried out at Sayyed
Jamaluddin Afghan Uni-
versity. The claims are
frivolous and fake,” the
statement said.The min-
istry further accused Af-
ghan media of repeating
a pattern of “fake news
to cover up support for
terrorist  groups and
proxies like Fitna al
Khwarij”, adding that
such reports were often

amplified by Indian
media.In another post
on X, the ministry
criticised what it called
“continuous propa-
ganda” surrounding
fake strikes in Kunar,
accusing Afghan media
and officials of being
backed by “Indian pro-
pagandists”.

“It indicates that
the Afghan Taliban re-
gime, having nothing to
offer to its citizens in
terms of service, welfare
and governance, relies
only on misinformation
and hate,” the statement

NEWS DESK:Britain’s
King Charles III met
Donald Trump at the
White House early
Tuesday, kicking off a
high-stakes state visit
shadowed by transat-
lantic tensions and a
new alleged attempt to
assassinate the US
president.

Behind the warm
welcome for Charles
and Queen Camilla in
front of the cameras
lay a deepening rift in
the so-called “special
relationship” between
Washington and Lon-
don over Trump’s war
in Iran.

With such tensions
simmering, Charles will
address a joint meeting
of Congress on Tues-
day, when he will tell
US lawmakers that the
long history between
the two countries is
one of “reconciliation
and renewal,” accord-
ing to a released ex-
cerpt from the king’s
speech.

In mild Washing-
ton sunshine, Charles
and Trump exchanged
handshakes and appar-
ently friendly remarks,
which reporters were
unable to hear, outside
the White House South
Portico.First Lady
Melania Trump, wear-
ing a primrose yellow
suit, gave Charles and
Camilla kisses on both
cheeks. Camilla was
wearing a Cartier
brooch with the British
and US flags in plati-
num set with rubies,
emeralds and
diamonds.Trump —
whose fascination with

the British royal family
is a point of leverage
for UK diplomats —
and his wife hosted the
royal couple for tea and
later gave them a tour
of the beehive on the
White House’s care-
fully manicured South
Lawn.

Afterward, the
royals made their way
to a garden party with
hundreds of guests at
the British
ambassador’s resi-
dence, including
Britain’s Olympic div-

NEWS DESK:Bahrain
has revoked the citizen-
ship of 69 people over
what it described as sym-
pathy with Iran's hostile
acts ?and collaboration
with foreign entities, the
kingdom's interior minis-
try said ?in a statement.

The ministry said
that the 69 people in-
cluded accused indi-
viduals and their family
members, and that they
were all of non-Bahraini
origin.

"The Bahraini na-
tionality has ?been re-
voked from those indi-
viduals for glorifying or
sympathising with the
?hostile Iranian acts, or
engaging in contacts
with external parties,"
?the ministry said.

It said the revoca-
tions had been carried
out in ?accordance with
royal directives from
King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa and ?were based
on Article 10/3 of the

Bahraini Nationality
Law.

The article provides
for the revocation of citi-
zenship in cases of
"causing harm to the in-
terests of the kingdom
?or acting in a manner
that contradicts the duty
of loyalty to ?it".

The interior minis-
try said the competent
authorities were "con-
tinuing to study and re-
view" who deserves
?Bahraini ?citizenship.

NEWS DESK:SENIOR
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Monday
criticised the Union gov-
ernment over the out-
come of the recent
BRICS+ meeting held in
New Delhi, alleging that
India’s position on the
Israel-Palestine issue
contributed to the failure
to issue a joint statement
and left the country dip-
lomatically isolated.

In a statement,
Ramesh said the April
23-24 meeting of Deputy
Foreign Ministers and
Special Envoys from
BRICS+ nations con-
cluded without a joint
communique, pointing

to differences among
member states, includ-
ing Iran and the United
Arab Emirates, over the
ongoing conflict in West
Asia.  He, however,
claimed that a major
sticking point was
India’s push to soften
the language on Israel
and Palestine.

“While divergent
positions between Iran
and the UAE are under-
standable,  what is
shocking and shameful
is that India pushed for
diluting the language on
Israel and Palestine,
which was unacceptable
to other members includ-
ing Russia, China, Bra-

ing champion Tom
Daley, US Speaker of
the House Mike
Johnson and other po-
litical dignitaries.

The four-day visit
had been meant to cel-
ebrate the historic ties
between the two close
allies for the 250th an-
niversary of US inde-
pendence from the Brit-
ish monarch’s ancestor,
George III.

US President
Donald Trump, First
Lady Melania Trump,
Britain’s King Charles

III and Britain’s Queen
Camilla pose by a
model of Trump’s pro-
posed ballroom as they
tour the White House
beehive on the South
Lawn of the White
House in Washington,
DC, on April 27, 2026.
—AFP‘No Churchill’

White House Press
Secretary Karoline
Leavitt said Monday
the visit would “honor
the long-standing and
special relationship.”
But it has ended up with
Charles, 77, having to

Sayed Ahmed
Alwadaei, advocacy di-
rector at the Britain-
based Bahrain Institute
for Rights and Democ-
racy (BIRD), condemned
the move, calling it "the
beginning of a danger-
ous era of repression"
and saying the deci-
sions were "imposed
without legal safeguards
or any ?right of appeal".

BIRD ?said it was
?the first such revoca-
tion of citizenship in
Bahrain since 2019. Be-
tween 2012 and 2019,
Bahrain revoked the citi-
zenship ?of at least 990
nationals,  the group
said.

Iran fired ?at targets
?in Bahrain and other
Gulf Arab states where
the United States has
military bases after the
US and Israel launched
a war against Iran on
February 28.

Bahrain's ?Global
?Communication Office
did not immediately re-
spond to ?a request for
comment on the case
and on the institute's
statement.

Indonesia train crash toll rises to 14 as
rescuers complete evacuation

NEWS DESK:The
death toll from a train
collision near the ?Indo-
nesian capital Jakarta
has risen to 14 with an-
other 84 injured, the train
operator said on Tues-
day, ?as rescuers com-
pleted work to extract
survivors still trapped in
the wreckage.

The collision be-
tween a commuter train
and a long-distance
train happened late on
Monday in Bekasi, just
outside Jakarta.

Bobby Rasyidin,
chief executive of
Indonesia's state railway
firm PT KAI, said the
death toll had risen to
?14.

Mohammad Syafii,
the head of Indonesia's
search and rescue
agency, said on Tues-
day that the evacuation

had been completed,
adding that it had ?been
a delicate process to res-
cue trapped passengers
from the mangled car-
riages.

"We needed to in-
volve ?personnel with
certain skills to perform
a measured extrication,"
he said, adding there
were no more passen-
gers to find, although
?rescuers will take ac-
tion if they find body
parts as they continue to
comb through the wreck-
age.

A women-only car-
riage bore the ?brunt of
the crash. Syafii said all
of the victims were
women and most of them
had been pinned by
crushed metal.

Before disengaging
the trains, rescuers were
seen using angle grind-

ers to cut through the
metal of the compart-
ments and reach the sur-
vivors.

Bobby told an ear-
lier press ?conference
that the commuter train
first collided with a taxi
on the tracks and was
then hit by the ?long-
distance train.

Taxi operator Green
SM Indonesia said on
Instagram that the taxi
involved in the accident
was part of its fleet. It
said ?it ?had sent infor-
mation to authorities to
assist in the investiga-
tion.

Green SM Indone-
sia is the Indonesian
branch of Vietnamese
electric-vehicle taxi op-
erator Green and Smart
Mobility JSC, an affiliate
of Vingroup.

President Prabowo

zil, South Africa, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Indonesia, the
UAE, and Iran,” Ramesh
said.The Congress
leader further accused
the government of devi-
ating from India’s long-
standing diplomatic
stance on the Palestin-
ian issue, alleging that
New Delhi has shown
“steadfast solidarity”
with Israel despite the
ongoing conflict  in
Gaza, strikes in southern
Lebanon, and tensions
in the West Bank. His
remarks reflect the oppo-
sition party’s broader
criticism of what it views
as a shift in India’s West
Asia policy.

orders investigation
After visiting a hos-

pital in Bekasi, President
Prabowo Subianto said
he had agreed to build a
flyover near the train
tracks to help resolve
heavy traffic conges-
tion, adding ?that au-
thorities would investi-
gate the collision. ?He
said large parts ?of the
train network are not
well-maintained.

Indonesia's Na-
tional Transportation
Safety Committee
(KNKT) is investigating
the crash.

On Tuesday, rescu-
ers and people de-
scended upon the train
station, some looking for
their relatives.

Heriyati, a ?passen-
ger, said she initially in-
tended to use the women
's-only carriage but
opted for ?

the one behind ?it.
She had been on a call
with her husband, ask-
ing him to pick her up
from the station, when
the collision occurred.

"I haven't even fin-
ished with the call and
the trains collided," she
said.

Commuter l ine
trains are some of the
busiest ?in Jakarta, ?the
world's most populous
city. On Tuesday, PT
KAI said several com-
muter ?train trips were
cut short  due to the
crash.

Land transport acci-
dents are common in In-
donesia. A train collision
in West Java province in
2024 killed ?four people
and injured dozens.

Ramesh sharpened
his criticism by target-
ing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, alleging
close alignment with Is-
raeli leadership. “The
Prime Minister of India
and the Prime Minister
of Israel are clearly
soulmates,” he said.

The absence of a
joint statement at the
BRICS+ meeting under-
scores the complexities
within the expanded
grouping, where differ-
ing geopolitical priori-
ties and regional con-
flicts continue to chal-
lenge consensus-build-
ing.—The Statesman
(India)/ANN.

said.“The only thing
they have learnt from
their Indian propaganda
masters is lies and false
flag operations. Such
pathetic antics and vile
accusations are ab-
surd,” it added.

The ministry clari-
fied that, under Opera-
tion Ghazab Lil Haq, any
future Pakistani strikes
on Afghan-based mili-
tant infrastructure would
be “well declared, fully
owned, and backed by
precise evidence of tar-
geting terror support in-
frastructure”.

wage a diplomatic
charm offensive after
79-year-old Trump bit-
terly criticised
London’s refusal to
help Washington with
the Iran conflict.

The royal trip is
also going ahead de-
spite a shooting Satur-
day at the glitzy White
House Correspon-
dents’ Association din-
ner attended by
Trump. A suspect
charged with trying to
assassinate the presi-
dent was arraigned in

court on Monday.
As a result, an al-

ready meticulously
choreographed visit
with limited media en-
gagements to avoid
unscripted moments is
now being held under
even tighter security
than before.

irst Lady Melania
Trump laughs with
Britain’s King Charles
III as they tour the
White House Beehive
on the South Lawn of
the White House in
Washington, DC, on

April 27, 2026. —AFP
The royals arrived

earlier at Joint Base
Andrews near Wash-
ington, where they
were greeted on the red
carpet by children car-
rying bouquets.

On Tuesday, the
Trumps will meet
Charles and Camilla in
the Oval Office and
hold a state dinner.
Charles will also be-
come the first British
monarch to address
Congress since his
mother, the late queen
Elizabeth II, in 1991.

The royals will
visit New York on
Wednesday, touring the
9/11 memorial, before
departing Thursday for
Bermuda for Charles’s
first visit to a British
overseas territory as
monarch.

But as Trump’s
war with Iran drives a
rare wedge between
London and Washing-
ton, the visit has gen-
erated considerable
controversy.

He has repeatedly
lambasted British
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer over his war
opposition, alongside
his government’s im-
migration and energy
policies.The US presi-
dent has branded
Starmer “no Churchill”
— referring to wartime
premier Winston
Churchill, who coined
the “special relation-
ship” phrase.

Starmer has pub-
licly criticised the war,
but defended the state
visit. An early April
YouGov poll found 48

percent of Britons sup-
port cancelling it.

‘Elephant in the
room’Trump has said
the king’s visit could
help repair transatlan-
tic relations.

“He represents his
nation like nobody else
can do it,” Trump told
Fox News on Sunday.

The US visit also
represents a personal
test for Charles, who
has been battling can-
cer in recent years.

US President
Donald Trump and
Britain’s King Charles
walk on the day they
meet for tea at the
White House in Wash-
ington, DC, US, April
27, 2026. —AFP

But the king show-
cased his diplomatic
skills during Trump’s
state visit to Britain last
September, with Royal
Holloway University of
London monarchy ex-
pert Craig Prescott not-
ing he is “generally very
good” at navigating
such occasions.

Prescott added that
Charles would likely
address the war — the
“very big elephant in
the room” —in a coded
way in his speech to
Congress.

Meanwhile, the
scandal around late US
sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein threatens to
encroach on the highly
choreographed tour.

Charles has faced
a major crisis over the
friendship his brother,
the former prince An-
drew, had with the bil-
lionaire, who died in
prison in 2019.
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Diamer Bhasha Dam Project announces 79 job opportunities for local residents

Funeral across Line of Control lays bare
pain of divided families

APHC-AJK discusses IIOJK's current
political situation, future strategy

Pakistan to launch
electric cart service
at major airports

GILGIT (INP): The
Diamer Bhasha Dam
Project (DBDP) has an-
nounced a total of 79 job
and internship opportu-
nities for local residents
of District Diamer and
Tehsil Harban Basha in
Upper Kohistan, as the

mega hydropower
project continues to
generate employment in
surrounding areas.

Gwadar Pro quoting
official details stated, 69
vacant positions have
been announced for Dis-
trict Diamer across tech-

nical, administrative and
support categories. 

These include roles
such as junior engineers,
surveyors, overseers,
clerical staff and office
assistants, along with
technical support posi-
tions including electri-

Gwadar Development Authority (GDA) finalizes
three development projects

Pakistani runners deliver
depth, discipline, tactical

brilliance at London
Marathon 2026

JI hits out at govt for
incomplete uplift

project in Karachi

cians, mechanics and
drivers.  Additional va-
cancies are also avail-
able under the Land Ac-
quisition and Resettle-
ment (LA&R) section,
which handles compen-
sation and community-
related matters.

In a separate initia-
tive, 10 internship and
placement posit ions
have been allocated for
residents of Tehsil
Harban Basha in Upper
Kohistan.  These roles
focus on entry-level
technical and adminis-

trative work, including
office assistance, site
support and junior tech-
nical tasks, aimed at pro-
viding hands-on experi-
ence to local youth.

The recruitment
drive is part of ongoing
efforts by Pakistan’s

Water and Power Devel-
opment Authority
(WAPDA) to ensure lo-
cal participation in the
project while supporting
skill development and
economic activity in
project-affected areas.

The positions are

KP Govt announces
direct wheat purchase
from farmers market

GWADAR (INP): The
Gwadar Development
Authority (GDA) has
formally finalized three
development projects,
including the expansion
of the breakwater, carry-
ing out dredging, and
the construction of
flooring for parking
small boats, according
to a Gwadar Pro's report

The development
took place as Member of
the Provincial Assembly
(MPA) Gwadar, Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman, and
Director General Gwadar
Development Authority
(GDA), Moin-ur-
Rehman Khan, visited
Sarbandar Fishing Jetty,
Pishukan Fishing Jetty,
Pishukan Boys High
School, and other key
development projects.

On this occasion,
Chief Engineer GDA Haji
Syed Muhammad,
Project Director
Sarbandar Jetty

Muhammad Hanif
Hussain, Executive Engi-
neer Qasim Baloch, Ex-
ecutive Engineer Akbar
Baloch, contractor Haji
Sharif Zemal, and UC
Chairman Sarbandar
Naseeb Nosherwani
were also present.

A GDA official said
that the PC-I of these
three projects has al-
ready been prepared and
will be included in the
upcoming financial pro-
gram. He added that it
was also finalized that
GDA will have the au-
thority to set appropri-
ate charges for commer-
cial activities at the jetty.

“The aim is to make
the jetties revenue-gen-
erating and financially
self-sustainable, ensur-
ing continuous mainte-
nance and dredging
through generated in-
come,” he said.

Later, the delegation
reviewed the under-con-

struction 500-meter-long
causeway at  Marine
Drive Palleri Kor Hor,
where work is progress-
ing rapidly.

They expressed sat-
isfaction with the qual-
ity and pace of work and
indicated that the
project would be com-
pleted within the next
two months.

According to Ex-
ecutive Engineer Qasim
Baloch, the work had
been affected by rains
but has now been accel-
erated, with efforts un-
derway to complete it
before the potential im-
pact of strong summer
sea waves.

DG GDA Moin-ur-
Rehman Khan stated
that GDA has con-
structed two modern
fishing jetties in
Sarbandar and
Pishukan, which have
significantly facilitated
fishermen. ISLAMABAD (INP):

An important meeting of
the All Parties Hurriyat
Conference Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (APHC-
AJK) chapter was held
in Islamabad today un-
der the chairmanship of
Convener Ghulam
Muhammad Safi.

The meeting dis-
cussed the current politi-
cal situation in the terri-
tory, the sensitive nature
of the Kashmir cause
and various aspects of
the future strategy.

The participants of
the meeting reiterated
their resolve that the
Hurriyat Conference will
continue to follow its
previous principled
policy regarding the
electoral  process in
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir and Pakistan. It was
clarified in the meeting

that the Hurriyat Confer-
ence will not be part of
the election campaign in
favour of or against any
political or religious
party, group or indi-
vidual.

This position is
based on the principle
that Kashmir is a na-
tional, ideological and
international issue of
se l f-de terminat ion,
which is against its ba-
sic spirit and dignity to
subordinate it to tempo-
rary political interests or
electoral affiliations.

It was said in the
meeting that uniting the
political and religious
leadership of Pakistan
and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, as well as the
masses, for the Kashmir
cause is the most impor-
tant need of the hour. In
this context, the impar-

tial, principled and bal-
anced role of the
Hurriyat Conference
was declared to be of
key importance, so that
it can maintain its cred-
ibility, trust and effec-
tiveness as a common
national voice.

The participants
said the Hurriyat Confer-
ence is the heir of the
martyrs of Kashmir and
the trustee of their great
mission and in this ca-
pacity, it has the funda-
mental responsibility to
make its struggle more
effective, organized and
all-round to bring the
unfinished mission of
the martyrs “achieve-
ment of the right to self-
determination” to its
logical conclusion.

It was declared as
the permanent strategy
of the Hurriyat Confer-

ISLAMABAD, April
27 (INP):  The Paki-
stan Airports Author-
ity (PAA) has decided
to introduce an elec-
tric cart service at
major airports to facili-
tate passenger move-
ment between key ar-
eas within terminal
premises. According
to PAA, the service
will be launched in
Islamabad, Karachi,
Lahore and Multan
airports in the first
stage. A tender has
already been issued
for the procurement of
electric cart service, it
said. The facility will
enable passengers to
travel from parking
areas to concourse
halls and return to the
parking areas from the
terminal building. PAA
Director Commercial
Rabia Salmi said that
passengers will be able
to book electric carts
through an app, adding
that the initiative would
significantly ease
travel, particularly for

elderly individuals.
The announce-

ment comes days af-
ter Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi chaired
a high-level meeting
aimed at developing a
joint strategy to im-
prove airport opera-
tions and public con-
venience. During the
meeting held on April
22, officials approved
the installation of ad-
vanced screening ma-
chinery to improve the
checking system. It
was further agreed
that joint counters
would be established,
introducing a single-
point checking mecha-
nism to reduce delays.
Progress on installing
e-gates was also as-
sessed. "A unified
checking system on a
single scanner will
save significant time,"
Naqvi noted, adding
that better coordina-
tion among institutions
is essential to reduce
crowding and long
queues at airports.

In particular, fish
unloading, safe berthing
of boats, and business
activit ies have im-
proved, benefiting the
fisheries sector and the
local economy.

During the visit to
Sarbandar Fishing Jetty,
a large number of fisher-
men and their represen-
tatives were also
present, urging the im-
mediate inauguration of
the auction hall to make
the jetty fully opera-
tional.

MPA Gwadar and
DG GDA also reviewed
progress on the rehabili-
tation of Pishukan Fish-
ing Jetty. Executive En-
gineer Akbar Baloch
briefed that a compre-
hensive plan for the
jetty’s full rehabilitation
has been prepared, its
PC-I completed, and the
construction of an ac-
cess road to the jetty is
also part of the project.

spread across different
Basic Pay Scale (BPS)
grades, with eligibility
criteria varying by role. 

Educational re-
quirements range from
matriculation to interme-
diate and relevant tech-
nical diplomas.

ence to continue this
struggle in a principled,
peaceful and in accor-
dance with international
laws and diplomatic val-
ues.  There was complete
consensus in the meet-
ing that the representa-
tive teams of the Hurriyat
Conference will estab-
lish formal and effective
contacts with all major
political and religious
parties of Pakistan and
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir.  The main objective
of these contacts will be
to persuade the relevant
parties to include the
basic, key and principled
points of the Kashmir
dispute in their election
manifestos, so that the
Kashmir cause can be
highlighted in a compre-
hensive manner at the
state, political and pub-
lic levels.

KARACHI, April 27
(INP): Jamaat-e-Islami
(JI) Karachi emir Munim
Zafar has said incom-
plete Red Line Project
on University Road is
creating inconve-
niences for the citizens.

In a statement is-
sued here on Sunday,
Munim Zafar said mil-
lions of dollars have
been spent on the feasi-
bil ity of the project
which began in 2016, but
it is still incomplete.

“The project was
supposed to be com-
pleted in 2023. New
deadline for the comple-
tion of the project is set
as 2026, but it is also
doubtful.  Karachi's
roads and institutions
have become victims of
mismanagement. Educa-

tional and commercial
activities on University
Road have been se-
verely affected.

Four workers have
lost their lives so far due
to the Red Line project,”
the JI leader said, urging
the government to imme-
diately restore Univer-
sity Road to its original
condition.

The augmentation
of the K-4 project along
with the BRT has not
been completed. An at-
tempt is being made to
enslave the people
through feudal system.
This style of governance
will no longer continue
in Karachi.

Jamaat-e-Islami will
continue to raise i ts
voice for the rights of
the people, he added.

PESHAWAR (INP):  The
government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has an-
nounced to directly pur-
chase 225,000 tons of
wheat from local farmers
during the current sea-
son.

According to offi-
cials on Monday, the
Primary objective of this
policy is to guarantee
fair compensation for
farmers while stabilizing
wheat and flour prices in
the market. By eliminat-
ing middlemen, the gov-
ernment aims to
strengthen farmers’ earn-
ings and improve the
overall supply chain.

To make the pro-
curement process trans-
parent and farmer-
friendly, special mea-
sures have been intro-

duced. Authorit ies
stated that payments to
farmers will be made
within 24 hours of wheat
purchase and will be pro-
vided in cash to ensure
immediate financial sup-
port.

This step is ex-
pected to help farmers
better prepare for up-
coming crops.

In addition, the pro-
vincial government has
developed a strategy to
fully stock all govern-
ment warehouses with
sufficient wheat re-
serves. The goal is to
maintain uninterrupted
availability of wheat
throughout the year, pre-
vent artificial shortages
and keep prices within
reach for the general
public.

M UZAF FARABAD
(INP): The death of a
member of a divided
Kashmiri family in Indian
illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir and
the agonising scenes of
his relatives in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) watching his fu-
neral from across the
Line of Control (LoC)
have once again under-
scored the human cost
of the territory’s pro-
tracted division, stirring
an outpouring of grief
on social media.

Raja Liaquat Khan,
50, a native of Keran in
Kupwara district, passed
away at a Srinagar hos-
pital on Saturday after
suffering a heart attack
earlier in the week. His
death, however, turned
into a poignant spec-
tacle of separation, as
his siblings and other
close relatives — settled
in AJK for decades —
could only witness his
final rites from across
the divide.

Liaquat’s father,
Raja Izhar Khan, had mi-
grated to AJK in 1990
along with one of his two

wives and eleven chil-
dren, like hundreds of
other families who fled
repression by Indian
troops in border areas at
the time. Liaquat and his
mother remained on the
other side of the divide,
where he was raised by
his uncle, Raja Sharafat
Khan, a retired addi-
tional deputy commis-
sioner.

50-year-old man’s
death underscores hu-
man cost of territory’s
protracted division, stirs
outpouring of grief on
social media

After completing
his education, Liaquat,
the father of four, joined
the revenue department
and was serving as a
naib tehsildar at the time
of his death.

Given that all his
siblings — including
three brothers and two
sisters from his mother,
as well as six brothers
from his father’s second
marriage — live in AJK,
the family chose to bury
him in his ancestral vil-
lage of Keran instead of
Srinagar or Kupwara.

The village is di-

vided from its namesake
by the icy Neelum River,
which also serves as the
LoC in many parts of the
Neelum Valley.

On Saturday after-
noon, mourners gath-
ered on both banks of
the river, separated by a
few hundred yards but
unable to bridge the di-
vide. Video clips circulat-
ing on social  media
showed hundreds of
people accompanying
the funeral procession
along the riverbank on
the Indian-held side. At
one point, they halted
and uncovered the
deceased’s face from the
coffin, allowing relatives
across the river a final
glimpse. The scenes trig-
gered intense grief on
the AJK side, where
cries and wails of family
members echoed along
the river.

Keran has long
symbolised both separa-
tion and fleeting connec-
tion. Following the 2003
ceasefire between Paki-
stan and India, divided
families would gather
along the riverbanks
here to exchange news,

waving to each other,
shouting across the wa-
ters, and even tossing
letters and small parcels
tied to stones.

But those informal
contacts have largely
disappeared after India’s
August 2019 unilateral
move, which stripped
the territory of its spe-
cial  status and
reorganised it into two
union territories.

On Saturday, while
mourners on the AJK
side waved and called
out in grief, those on the
opposite bank largely
refrained from respond-
ing. “You cannot imag-
ine the level of fear that
prevails there now.
People avoid even wav-
ing hands, fearing they
may later be questioned
by Indian agencies,”
said Raja Arif, one of the
cousins of the deceased.

Funeral prayers
were offered around 6pm
PST in a field near the
river on the Indian occu-
pied side, visible from
across the divide, after
which Liaquat was laid
to rest in the village
graveyard.

KARACHI (INP):  The
46th edition of the Lon-
don Marathon turned
into a statement event
for Pakistani runners, as
more than 30 partici-
pants from Pakistan and
the global diaspora com-
bined endurance with
tactical maturity to pro-
duce a series of impres-
sive performances. From
front-running pace con-
trol to disciplined race
execution, the perfor-
mances reflected not
just participation, but a
growing understanding
of elite marathon racing.
At the heart  of
Pakistan’s success story
was UK-based Abdullah
Muhammad Athar,
whose 2:39:53 finish
made him the fastest Pa-
kistani in the race, but it
was the manner of his
run that stood out.

Athar executed a
near-perfect race strat-
egy, maintaining remark-
able consistency
through the early and
middle phases. He cov-
ered the first 10km in
37:07, holding a steady

3:43/km pace,  and
reached halfway in
1:18:23, firmly on course
for a sub-2:40 finish.

Even as fatigue set
in during the latter
stages, a common chal-
lenge in marathon run-
ning, Athar managed the
slowdown smartly. His
pace gradually shifted
from 3:41-3:49/km be-
tween 20K-30K to
around 4:00/km in the fi-
nal stretch, ensuring a
strong finish without a
dramatic drop-off.

Reflecting on his
journey, Athar
emphasised the deeper
value of the sport .
“Most people in Paki-
stan think running takes
too much time and com-
mitment, but for me it
does the opposite, it fo-
cuses the mind and
gives structure to a busy
life,” he said. “About a
year ago, my 10k PB was
around 37 minutes. To-
day, I ran that pace back
to back four times, fin-
ishing the London Mara-
thon in 2:39 as the fast-
est Pakistani.”

SHAOSHAN, HUNAN PROVINCE: President Asif Ali Zardari in a metting with Mr. Li Jiyang,
Chairman of the Xiangtan People's Congress and Ms Zhang Xihui, Director of the Shaoshan
Administration Bureau of Hunan, during his visit to Mao Zedong Memorial Museum.

ISLAMABAD: A business delegation of the European Union meets Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

LAHORE: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani  in a meeting with Chancellor
of various Universities.
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New Deputy Commissioner
Office Inaugurated in Sherani to
Improve Public Service Delivery

C&W Secretary Babar Khan Directs Timely Completion
of Strategic Infrastructure Projects in Balochistan

Governor Balochistan Hosts Sindh Police
Officers at Governor House Quetta, Stresses

Professional Training and Public Service

Modern Ambulances Provided to Chaman Health
Department to Improve Emergency Services

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail welcomed
trainee officers of the
Sindh Police at the Gov-
ernor House Quetta,
stating that they are not
only protectors of Sindh
but of the entire Paki-
stan.
He emphasized that pro-
fessional training is es-
sential to enhance offic-
ers’ capabilities and im-
prove law and order
across the country.
He added that the train-
ing course would pro-
vide valuable guidance
and practical support in
performing their duties
effectively.
Addressing the interac-
tion session, the Gover-
nor said that after com-
pleting their training, of-
ficers carry a greater re-
sponsibility to utilize
their knowledge and ex-
perience for the welfare
of the public.
He stressed that police
officers must perform
their duties without suc-
cumbing to any pres-
sure.
The event was attended
by DIG and Deputy Com-
mandant National Police
Academy Islamabad

Sarfraz Ahmed Falaki,
Principal Secretary to
the Governor Abdul
Nasser Dottani, and
Muhammad Zaman from
the National Police
Academy Islamabad.
During the session,
trainee officers from
Sindh asked questions
regarding security,
higher education, girls’
education, public partici-
pation in development,
and government initia-
tives, which were an-

swered in detail by the
Governor.
Governor Mandokhail
highlighted that
Balochistan is the larg-
est province of Pakistan
in terms of area, rich in
valuable mineral re-
sources, a long coast-
line, and a strategically
important geographic
location, making it a key
contributor to Pakistan’s
bright future.
He expressed pride in
hosting trainee DSPs

from Sindh, including
nine talented female of-
ficers, and said their
presence reflects their
commitment to profes-
sional growth and pub-
lic service.
He added that the pur-
pose of the study tour
is not only training but
also to sharpen leader-
ship skills, professional
abilities, and vision for
a safer future.
The Governor con-
cluded by praying that

Naseerabad DC Chairs Key Meetings on Polio
Eradication, Calls for 100% Campaign Success

Anti-Drug Awareness Session
Held at University of Loralai Under

“Project Pakistan” Initiative
LORALAI: A joint
awareness session on
drug prevention was or-
ganized by the District
Administration Loralai
in collaboration with the
University of Loralai un-
der the “Project Paki-
stan” initiative, aiming to
educate students about
the dangers of narcot-
ics.

The event was at-
tended by Vice Chancel-
lor University of Loralai
Dr. Ehsanullah Kakar,
Deputy Commissioner
Loralai  Captain (R)
Muhammad Haseeb

QUETTA: Secretary
Communications and
Works (C&W)
Balochistan, Babar
Khan, has emphasized
that the department
plays a crucial role in the
province’s development
and prosperity, stating
that sustainable growth
and infrastructure im-
provement depend on
its effective perfor-
mance.

He expressed these
views while chairing a
review meeting on the
progress of ongoing
strategic projects across
the province.

The meeting was
attended via Zoom by
Chief Engineers, Super-
intending Engineers,

CHAMAN : Speaker
Balochistan Assembly,
Captain (R) Abdul Khaliq
Achakzai, handed over
two new state-of-the-art
ambulances to the Health
Department Chaman,
aiming to enhance emer-
gency medical services
in the area.

The ambulances
were formally presented
to District Health Officer
(DHO) Chaman Dr.
Naveed Badini and
Medical Superintendent
(MS) Dr. Owais.

The ceremony was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner Chaman
Habib Ahmed Bangalzai,
senior officials, and me-
dia representatives.

Officials, including
the Deputy Commis-
sioner and DHO, termed
the provision of ambu-
lances a commendable
step and expressed grati-
tude to the Speaker, call-
ing it a significant con-
tribution to improving
healthcare services in

SHERANI : A newly
constructed Deputy
Commissioner Office
was formally inaugu-
rated in the Mani Khwa
area of Sherani district
during a dignified cer-
emony, marking a signifi-
cant step toward im-
proved administrative
services in the region.

The inauguration
was jointly performed by
Asif Ali Farakh, Hazrat
Wali  Kakar,  and
Muhammad Azhar
Khan, who cut the rib-

bon to officially open
the facility.

The ceremony was
attended by tribal elders,
local notables, youth,
and a large number of of-
ficials from various gov-
ernment departments,
reflecting strong public
interest in the project.

Speakers at  the
event emphasized that
the establishment of the
new office will signifi-
cantly improve adminis-
trative efficiency and

ensure faster delivery of
government services to
the public.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Zhob Division Asif Ali
Farakh stated that the
government is commit-
ted to providing facili-
ties at the doorstep, and
the new office in Sherani
is part of this broader ef-
fort.

He added that im-
proved infrastructure
will enhance the perfor-
mance of government
institutions.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Sherani Hazrat
Wali Kakar assured that
the district administra-
tion will utilize all avail-
able resources to resolve
public issues promptly
and ensure transparent
governance.

Officials also an-
nounced that several
development projects
are underway in the dis-
trict, including road im-
p r o v e m e n t s ,
upgradation of educa-

tional institutions, and
enhancement of
healthcare facilities.

Additionally, clean
drinking water schemes
for Mani Khwa and sur-
rounding areas will soon
be initiated to provide
basic amenities to resi-
dents.

At the end of the
ceremony, guests
toured different sections
of the new office and ap-
preciated the arrange-
ments. Public circles
welcomed the initiative,

Shuja,  Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Ismail
Mengal, and Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) of-
ficer Javed Aslam.

A large number of
students, teachers, and
civil society members
participated in the ses-
sion.

Speakers high-
lighted that drugs are a
silent menace destroy-
ing the future of the
younger generation.

They urged stu-
dents to focus on edu-
cation, sports, and posi-

Chaman, particularly at
the New DHQ Hospital.

Speaking on the oc-
casion,  Captain (R)
Abdul Khaliq Achakzai
stated that the ambu-
lances would be used for
both new and old DHQ
hospitals as well as the
wider health department
to provide timely medi-
cal assistance to the
public.

He added that, in

line with the vision of
Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, efforts are under-
way to modernize the
health sector in Chaman
and across the province,
ensuring better facilities
and relief for citizens.

The Speaker em-
phasized that these am-
bulance services would
be provided free of cost,
especially benefiting un-

derprivileged communi-
ties.

He further high-
lighted that the ambu-
lances are equipped with
modern facilities, includ-
ing oxygen supply and
essential  emergency
equipment, enabling
doctors to provide imme-
diate care and ensure
timely transportation of
patients to hospitals.

Keywords: Chaman

and Executive Engi-
neers from all six zones.

During the session,
engineers from various
districts provided de-
tailed

briefings on the
status of development
projects and highlighted
financial and technical
challenges affecting
progress.

The C&W Secre-
tary directed that no de-

lays would be tolerated
in the completion of key
projects.

He stressed that
with limited time and in-
creasing challenges, en-
gineers must ensure
timely delivery of all de-
velopment schemes as a
top priority.

He further in-
structed that all techni-
cal issues must be re-
solved immediately, and

no compromise should
be made on the quality
of development work.

Babar Khan also di-
rected Chief Engineers
and Superintending En-
gineers to conduct regu-
lar field visits and sub-
mit progress reports ev-
ery two weeks.

These reports must
include identification of
technical problems to
ensure uninterrupted

progress and timely
completion of projects.

Keywords: Quetta
news, Balochistan infra-
structure, C&W depart-
ment Pakistan, develop-
ment projects
Balochistan,

Babar Khan secre-
tary,  public works
progress,  strategic
projects Pakistan, con-
struction and develop-
ment updates

news, Balochistan health
services, ambulance ser-
vice Pakistan, DHQ hos-
pital Chaman, healthcare
d e v e l o p m e n t
Balochistan, emergency
medical services, public
health initiatives

N A S E E R A B A D :
Deputy Commissioner
Naseerabad, Captain (R)
Zulfiqar Ali  Kharar,
chaired separate impor-
tant meetings regarding
the DPAC program and
the post-polio campaign
to review ongoing anti-
polio efforts across the
district.

The meetings fo-
cused on evaluating the
performance of previous
polio campaigns, identi-
fying challenges and
gaps, and finalizing a
comprehensive strategy
for upcoming phases.

N-Stop Officer Dr.
Ghulam Yaseen Dajli
provided a detailed brief-
ing on the DPAC pro-
gram, highlighting tar-
gets, progress, and key
challenges faced during
implementation.

He also shared in-

sights into achieve-
ments and shortcom-
ings observed during
earlier campaigns.

The sessions were
attended by District
Health Officer Dr. Ayaz
Jamali, MS Dr. Habib
Pandrani, Dr. Zaheer
Ahmed Umrani, DSM
PPHI Tariq Shahbaz
Kattuhar,  Deputy
Commissioner’s PS
Manzoor Shirazi, police
officials, representatives

of the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), and
other relevant stake-
holders.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, the Deputy
Commissioner empha-
sized that coordinated,
effective,

and result-oriented
efforts are essential to
eradicate polio com-
pletely.

He stated that mak-
ing the polio campaign

100% successful is a na-
tional, social, and moral
responsibility to protect
children from lifelong
disability.

He warned that any
negligence or careless-
ness in this regard would
not be tolerated and di-
rected officials to
strengthen micro-plan-
ning, closely monitor
team performance, and
pay special attention to
sensitive and remote ar-
eas to ensure that no
child is left unvacci-
nated.

The DC further
stressed the need for
strong coordination
among the health de-
partment, district admin-
istration, police, and in-
ternational partners to
ensure the success of
the post-polio cam-
paign.

expressing hope that it
will usher in a new era of
development and pros-
perity in the region.

Keywords: Sherani
news, Deputy Commis-
sioner office inaugura-
tion, Zhob Division de-
velopment, Balochistan
infrastructure, public
service delivery Paki-
stan, government of-
fices Sherani, develop-
ment projects
Balochistan, clean water
schemes

tive activities to stay
away from substance
abuse.

They also stressed
that eliminating drugs
requires collective ef-
forts from government
institutions, parents,
teachers, and society as
a whole.

The Deputy Com-
missioner stated that
the district administra-
tion is taking indiscrimi-
nate action against drug
traffickers and will con-
tinue to implement
stricter measures in the
future.

the officers’ stay in
Quetta remains produc-
tive, memorable, and
pleasant.
Keywords: Quetta
news, Governor
Balochistan, Sindh po-
lice training, National
Police Academy
Islamabad, public service
Pakistan, law enforce-
ment training, police of-
ficers interaction,
Balochistan gover-
nance, professional de-
velopment police
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Economy to 'grow by 4pc' in FY26,
says finance minister

Govt plans gemstone export hubs

Wheat harvesting — changing dynamics and fallout

UAE leaves Opec and Opec+ in huge blow to
global oil producers' group

Industry leaders warn interest rate hike to hit
exports, economic growth

NEWS DESK: The
wheat harvest season is
currently in full swing in
Punjab, while in Sindh,
it is drawing to a close.
Over time, wheat har-
vesting practices have
steadily evolved in re-
sponse to technological
advancement and a
range of emerging chal-
lenges, including climate
change, a shrinking har-
vest window, and grow-
ing labour constraints.

In this changing
environment, four dis-
tinct wheat harvesting
methods are now widely
practised.  However,
farmers’ preferences
vary across regions,
shaped by factors such
as farm sizes, the need
for wheat chaff (toori),
the risk of erratic rainfall,
access to harvesting
and threshing machin-
ery, and relative cost
considerations.

For the past several
decades, farmers across
most districts have relied
on the traditional
method: manually cut-
ting the crop with sick-
les, tying it into bundles,
leaving them in the field
for a few days to reduce
moisture, and then
threshing with tractor-
driven threshers. This
method remains particu-
larly attractive for
smallholders, as it pro-
duces high-quality chaff
(toori), highly valued as
livestock feed.

A slightly
mechanised variant in-
volves tractor-mounted
reapers — costing
around Rs200,000 — for
cutting, while labour is
still employed to tie the
crop into bundles, which
are then fed into the
thresher. A more ad-
vanced version,  the
reaper-cum-binder, per-
forms both cutting and
binding simultaneously.
However, it increases
cost as the binding
thread alone costs
around Rs2,500 per acre,
compared to traditional
rope made from rice
straw.

The rapid shift to-
wards capital-intensive
harvesting is transfer-
ring income from small
farmers and labourers to
machinery service pro-
viders, further widening
the rich-poor gap

Once popular
among farmers, the use
of threshers and reapers
is now declining rapidly
in Pakistan, as farmers
increasingly shift to-
wards combine harvest-
ers.

According to
Usman Mughal, Manag-
ing Director of
Greenland Engineers,
Daska (District Sialkot),
manufacturers in the
Daska cluster alone used
to produce over 15,000
reapers annually a de-
cade ago; this figure has
now dropped to barely

NEWS DESK: Trade and
industry leaders on
Monday criticised the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) for raising the in-
terest rate by 100 basis
points to 11.5 per cent,
calling the move ill-
timed and unfortunate.

They argued that it
came at a delicate stage
when the country was
recovering and
stabilising amid the
Middle East conflict.

They noted that
even when inflation was
on the lower side, the
policy rate remained el-
evated at 10.5pc.

The industry had
repeatedly urged the
central bank to bring it
down to single digits, in
line with regional bench-
marks, but these appeals
were ignored.

Offering a different
view, Secretary General
of the Overseas Inves-
tors Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry
(OICCI), M. Abdul
Aleem, told Dawn that
the 100-bps hike was
largely expected and
necessary for the over-
all sustainability of the
economy.

OICCI backs move,
cites sustainability over
manufacturing strain

While the OICCI is
concerned about the in-
creased financial pres-
sure on the manufactur-
ing and other key sec-

tors,
“we prioritise over-

all macroeconomic sta-
bility as the only sus-
tainable path for the
growth of the economy
and for foreign invest-
ment”.

“We expect acceler-
ated structural reforms
— particularly in the en-
ergy sector and in tax-
base broadening — to
offset these rising capi-
tal costs and protect
fragile industrial growth.
Overall,  challenging
times lie ahead,” Mr
Aleem said.

Federation of Paki-
stan Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry
(FPCCI) President Atif
Ikram Sheikh said the
continued tightening of
monetary policy would
deal a crippling blow to
the struggling industrial
and export sectors, as

Pakistan no longer
needs contractionary,
regressive monetary or
fiscal policies.

A high-interest-rate
environment fundamen-
tally contradicts the
government’s stated
goals of economic
revitalisation, export
growth and job creation
— rendering Pakistani
products uncompetitive
on regional and interna-
tional markets, he said.

Industries simply
cannot survive, let alone
expand, under such an
exorbitant cost of bor-
rowing while competing
with regional economies
with much lower interest
rates. He said the rate
hike would only escalate
the cost of doing busi-
ness, choke private-sec-
tor credit even further,
and potentiate the pres-
sures of de-

industrialisation.
FPCCI’s Senior Vice

President Saquib
Fayyaz Magoon said the
decision would effec-
tively shut the door on
affordable access to fi-
nance for SMEs. With
exorbitant energy tariffs
and heavy compliance
costs,  this monetary
tightening will push
many manufacturers to-
ward default or complete
closures, making the
Federal Board of
Revenue’s ambitious
revenue targets
unachievable.

Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(KCCI) President
Muhammad Rehan
Hanif said prior to the
Middle East war, infla-
tionary pressures were
relatively subdued and
well within a manageable
range.

3,000 units in 2026. At
the same time, thresher
sales have also declined
sharply — by nearly
50pc over the past four
years.

He attributes this
shift  primarily to
weather-related risks
and labour shortages.
Unlike combine harvest-
ers, reapers cannot effec-
tively handle lodged
crops — a problem that
has become more fre-
quent due to untimely
rainfall and windstorms
during March and April.
Moreover, rising ma-
chine prices — a

thresher now costs 0.8
to one million rupees —
and the declining pur-
chasing power of farm-
ers are key factors be-
hind the drop in sales.

Even so, threshers
and reapers continue to
retain their relevance in
some regions, such as
Pothohar, where farm
fields are small, irregular,
and uneven, making the
movement of combine
harvesters difficult. Like-
wise, threshers remain
widely used among
smallholders who rely
on family labour for crop
cutting or require fine

NEWS DESK:
Emphasising the impor-
tance of increasing ex-
ports of locally sourced
precious gemstones, the
government has decided
to establish three cen-
tres of excellence to im-
prove the production of
these natural resources.

Chairing a review
meeting to align
Pakistan’s gemstone
mining and processing
sector with international
standards and enhance
exports,  Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also di-
rected policy measures
to boost gemstone ex-
ports by utilising domes-
tic resources.

The premier said
Pakistan had been
blessed with abundant
natural resources, in-
cluding precious stones,
and stressed that the
sector has strong poten-
tial to increase exports
by leveraging local re-
sources.

The meeting was
informed that three cen-
tres of excellence were
being established to pro-
vide international-stan-
dard training in cutting,

polishing, and preparing
gemstones for use in
jewellery. Three excel-
lence centres to boost
processing standards

The prime minister
stressed that transpar-
ency must remain a key
element in the establish-
ment of the centres of
excellence.

Mr Sharif assigned
the Ministry of Planning
the task of formulating a
comprehensive strategy
to boost exports of pro-

plan soon, PM Office
Media Wing said in a
press release.

He also appreciated
the efforts of his Special
Assistant Haroon
Akhtar and his team for
promoting the develop-
ment of the sector, term-
ing their initiatives com-
mendable.

Pieces of land had
already been identified
for the establishment of
such centres in Gilgit-
Baltistan and Azad

Islamabad. The meeting
was further informed
that Pakistan would host
its first international
gemstone exhibition in
July. Additionally, initia-
tives were underway in
collaboration with Sri
Lanka and China to train
skilled manpower in
specialised gemstone
processing.

The officials also
briefed the prime minis-
ter on measures taken by
the ministry of petro-

NEWS DESK: Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Tuesday
said Pakistan’s economy
is projected to grow by
four per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal year, citing im-
proving macroeconomic
indicators as a sign of
recovery.

The minister made
these remarks while in-
augurating the first high-
level EU Pakistan Busi-
ness Forum in Islamabad,
organised by the Euro-
pean Union in collabo-
ration with the govern-
ment of Pakistan, mark-
ing a key step in
strengthening bilateral
economic ties.

The forum brought
together around 1,000
senior policymakers, Eu-
ropean and Pakistani
business leaders, inves-
tors and financial insti-
tutions.

With the EU being
the largest single market
in the world, a leading
exporter of outward For-
eign Direct Investment
(FDI) globally and
Pakistan’s number one
export destination, the
forum represents a sig-
nificant opportunity to
further the EU-Pakistan
economic partnership.

The minister gave a
detailed presentation at
the forum on the
government’s economic
performance and
progress achieved so far,
noting that the improve-
ment was significant
compared to the previ-
ous fiscal year.

Aurangzeb said the
country has been con-
solidating gains in key
macroeconomic indica-
tors, highlighting that
the current account
posted a surplus of
slightly over $1 billion in
March.

On April 16, the
State Bank of Pakistan
announced that Paki-
stan recorded a surplus
of $1,070 million in
March compared to a
surplus of $23m in Feb-
ruary. He expressed sat-
isfaction over the perfor-
mance of IT exports, the
positive trajectory in
value-added sectors,
and the continued rise in
remittances.

The finance czar
further stated foreign ex-
change reserves are ex-
pected to reach around
$18bn by the end of
June, providing an im-
port  cover of three
months.

Earlier this month,
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) upgraded
Pakistan’s economic
growth rate to 3.5pc for
the current fiscal year.

According to data
released by the National
Accounts Committee
(NAC) on April  2,
Pakistan’s economy
grew by 3.89pc in the
October-December quar-
ter of 2025-26, showing
an increase from 2.18pc
recorded in the same pe-
riod last year.

Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister on
Industries and Produc-
tion Haroon Akhtar
Khan also addressed the
forum and underscored
that the EU remains
Pakistan’s largest export
destination, particularly
with the GSP+ frame-
work. However,  he
stressed that the future
of this partnership lies
beyond trade, focusing

on investment, techno-
logical collaboration,
and integration into glo-
bal value chains.

Khan stressed that
the future of the EU-Pa-
kistan partnership lay
“beyond trade, focusing
on investment, techno-
logical collaboration,
and integration into glo-
bal value chains”.

The European
Union Ambassador to
Pakistan, Raimundas
Karobolis, at the inaugu-
ration, said the EU en-
joyed strong economic
relations with Pakistan.

“It is a source of
pride for me to say that
the EU is the top export
destination for Pakistan.
The purpose of the fo-
rum is not just to cel-
ebrate our trade rela-
tions, but to deepen, di-
versify, ‘green’,  and
transform them into
long-lasting invest-
ments.

wheat chaff for their live-
stock. As a natural out-
come of declining new
sales, the repair, mainte-
nance, and spare parts
business for ageing
threshers and reapers
has expanded signifi-
cantly. However, these
older machines tend to
consume more tractor
diesel and cause higher
harvesting losses.

Another critical fac-
tor driving the shift to-
ward combine harvest-
ing is the narrowing har-
vest window. A few de-
cades ago, wheat har-
vesting in a given district

of Punjab extended over
nearly two months. To-
day, it has shortened
considerably due to er-
ratic rainfall and other
climate-related risks. At
the same time, increas-
ing economic pressure
— especially on small
farmers —forces them to
clear fields quickly to fit
in an additional crop —
like sesame or fodder —
between the Rabi and
Kharif seasons. This re-
quires immediate land
clearance — something
that is only feasible with
combine harvesters.

Although labour re-

mains available in rural
areas of most districts
due to sluggish indus-
trial and commercial ac-
tivities in the country,
the compression of the
harvest season creates
sharp, short-term spikes
in demand. During the
peak harvest period,
labour availability
comes under severe
pressure as most farmers
rush to complete har-
vesting within a limited
timeframe. In such cir-
cumstances, combine
harvesters offer a prac-
tical advantage, making
them an increasingly
preferred choice, irre-
spective of harvesting
cost.

Previously, many
farmers disliked combine
harvesters, as they left
wheat straw and residue
scattered in the field.
However, over the past
two years, locally modi-
fied combine harvesters
— equipped with chop-
pers and D-shaped tanks
for chaff collection —
have been gaining trac-
tion. These modifica-
tions enable farmers to
harvest both grain and
wheat straw in a single
operation.

As a result, farmers
are no longer compelled
to burn crop residue to
clear their fields —
thereby reducing air pol-
lution — or to rely on
tractor-driven straw
choppers to make chaff

from leftover straw or
use balers to collect,
compress, and bind this
wheat straw.

In this evolving
scenario, the increasing
reliance on combine har-
vesters has broader eco-
nomic implications. Un-
like India, Pakistan does
not manufacture com-
bine harvesters. The
growing dependence on
imported machinery and
the recurring cost of
spare parts place addi-
tional pressure on for-
eign exchange reserves.
Given the high cost of
new machines, models
from the 1970s and 1980s
remain in operation, re-
sulting in higher harvest-
ing losses.

On the other hand,
hundreds of small and
medium enterprises
(SMEs) engaged in
manufacturing thresh-
ers and reapers — par-
ticularly in clusters such
as Daska, Faisalabad,
Okara, and Mian Channu
— are facing severe
business decline.

This downturn has
also adversely affected
the business of their
vendors and signifi-
cantly reduced employ-
ment opportunities. Simi-
larly, increased use of
combine harvesters is
displacing rural labour
that once relied on sea-
sonal harvesting work,
thereby exacerbating ru-
ral poverty.

cessed gemstones.
The ministry was

expected to present the

Jammu and Kashmir,
while work was under-
way to identify a site in

leum to promote mining
practices that minimise
wastage.

NEWS DESK: The
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) said on Tuesday
it quit Opec and Opec+,
dealing a heavy blow to
the oil exporting groups
and their de facto leader,
Saudi Arabia, at a time
when the war on Iran has
caused a historic energy
shock and unsettled the
global economy.

The stunning loss
of the UAE, a
longstanding Opec
member, could create
disarray and weaken the
group, which has usu-
ally sought to show a
united front despite in-
ternal disagreements
over a range of issues
from geopolitics to pro-
duction quotas.

UAE Energy Minis-
ter Suhail Mohamed al-
Mazrouei told Reuters
the decision was taken
after a careful look at the
regional power’s energy
strategies.

Asked whether the
UAE consulted with
Saudi Arabia, he said the
UAE did not raise the
issue with any other
country.

“This is a policy de-
cision, it has been done
after a careful look at
current and future poli-
cies related to level of

production,” said the
energy minister.

Opec Gulf produc-
ers have already been
struggling to ship ex-
ports through the Strait
of Hormuz, a narrow
chokepoint between Iran
and Oman through
which a fifth of the
world’s crude oil and liq-
uefied natural gas nor-
mally passes, because of
Iranian threats and at-
tacks against vessels.

Mazrouei said the
move would not have a
huge impact on the mar-
ket because of the situ-
ation in the strait.

But the UAE exit
from OPEC represents a
big win for US President

Donald Trump, who has
accused the
organisation of “ripping
off the rest of the world”
by inflating oil prices.

Trump has also
linked US military sup-
port for the Gulf with oil
prices, saying that while
the US defends Opec
members, they “exploit
this by imposing high oil
prices”. The move came
after the UAE, a regional
business hub and one of
Washington’s most im-
portant allies, criticised
fellow Arab states for
not doing enough to
protect it from numerous
Iranian attacks during
the war.

Anwar Gargash, the

diplomatic adviser for
the UAE president,
criticised the Arab and
Gulf response to the Ira-
nian attacks in a session
at the Gulf Influencers
Forum on Monday.

“The Gulf Coopera-
tion Council countries
supported each other lo-
gistically, but politically
and militarily, I think
their position has been
the weakest histori-
cally,” Gargash said.

“I expect this weak
stance from the Arab
League and I am not sur-
prised by it ,  but I
haven’t expected it from
the (Gulf) Cooperation
Council and I am sur-
prised by it,” he said.
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PM Shehbaz signs off on letting
fans attend PSL playoffs

Chelsea reach FA Cup final with narrow
win over Leeds

Three-time champions United, hungry Zalmi set to fight for PSL final spot

Inter’s title charge hits bump in road,
Milan-Juve clash ends in stalemate

NEWS DESK: Inter
Milan’s charge to the
Serie A title was held up
on Sunday after they
threw away a two-goal
lead to only draw 2-2 at
Torino, while a goalless
draw between AC Milan
and Juventus left the
Champions League race
open. Leading just after
the hour mark through
two headed goals from
Marcus Thuram and
Yann Bisseck,  Inter
looked set to stroll to
victory in Turin.

But Giovanni
Simeone got Torino back
into the match out of
nowhere in the 70th
minute when he dinked
a finish over Yann
Sommer, and Nikola
Vlasic earned the hosts
a point from the penalty
spot nine minutes later.

“You think every-
thing is easy and that
you have everything
under control when
you’re two goals ahead.
Then you concede to
make it 2-1 because of a
mistake while playing
out from the back and
you get nervous,” Inter
coach Cristian Chivu
said.

“To be honest it

Houston Rockets thrash LA Lakers

NEWS DESK:If
Islamabad United are
HBL Pakistan Super
League (PSL) royalty,
Peshawar Zalmi are the
dream team of the ongo-
ing season. The sides,
respective champions of
the first two editions of
the competition, lock
horns at the National
Bank Stadium in the
Qualifier here on Tues-
day.

The winner shall
make it to the final. The
loser, though, will have
a second bite at the
cherry in the Eliminator.

In the decade-long
history of the tourna-
ment, United repeated
their title-winning feat
twice since their run for
the maiden title.

Zalmi, meanwhile,
have not even featured
in a final for the last five
years.

This season, how-
ever, the “Yellow Storm”
has taken over with
brute force, winning
eight of their 10 matches
in the league stage to
finish top of the table
ahead of the playoffs --
their last fixture, against
Lahore Qalandars, their
only loss.

One match ended
without a result for the
Babar Azam-led side,
with rain washing out
their clash against
United only in the early
stages of the season.

Scheduled to play
only once against each
other in the league stage
this time, the two teams
finally have the chance
to fight for not only a

place in the decider, but
the tag of the strongest
team of this season as
well.

While Zalmi have
dominated nearly
throughout,  United
have had hiccups, but
have shown their ability
to fight back after each
setback.

Captained by
Shadab Khan, their four-
wicket win over Multan
Sultans on Sunday to

book the Qualifier spot
along with their eight-
wicket drubbing of
Hyderabad Kingsmen
earlier were statement
victories.

But if it is about
making a statement, no
opportunity to do so can
get bigger than the
Qualifier against Zalmi,
who have managed to
build a near-flawless
team combination.

Babar is in the midst

of it all, sandwiched be-
tween the explosive
Mohammad Haris and
the impeccable Kusal
Mendis, the leading run-
scorer of the tournament
with 500 to his name, just
15 more than Babar.

Getting rid of that
heavily-loaded top-or-
der brings forth Michael
Bracewell’s power,
Aaron Hardie’s ruth-
lessness and the bellig-
erence of Abdul Samad

and Iftikhar Ahmed, who
has been impressive
with the ball as well.

He links the batting
line with a bowling at-
tack featuring the fiery
Ali Raza — the pacer be-
coming the youngest Pa-
kistan player to take a
T20 hat-trick against
Karachi Kings recently
— newcomer
Mohammad Basit and
especially left-arm wrist
spinner Sufiyan

Muqeem, the highest
wicket-taker this season
with 19 to his name.

What brought Zalmi
to the Qualifier, however,
won’t mean anything if
it is not emulated in the
match, according to the
team’s bowling coach
Azhar Mahmood.

“It is true that we
have been playing good
cricket, but we still need
to continue that if we are
to win the tournament,”

said the former Pakistan
all-rounder, who was a
part of the United coach-
ing staff last season.

“I’ve worked with
United and I know the
players inside-out,
worked with a few in the
Pakistan team [as Test
coach], so there is defi-
nitely an advantage and
a slight edge,” Azhar
admitted, adding that
the Zalmi players would
still need to execute the

plans based on the avail-
able insights.

United, who pre-
ferred golf over training
unlike Zalmi on the eve
of the Qualifier, however,
would place their bets on
batters Sameer Minhas
— the Pakistan U-19
sensation — and the
dangerous Mohsin Riaz
up top along with the re-
liable New Zealander
Devon Conway.

Then there would
be the likes of Mark
Chapman and Shadab
Khan — who did well
against the Sultans on
Sunday — for Zalmi to
deal with ahead of their
seasoned attack featur-
ing Imad Wasim, Salman
Irshad and spinner Chris
Green.

“It’s shaping up to
be a really exciting
match, and I’m looking
forward to the challenge,
especially bowling
against a strong batting
line-up,” Green told re-
porters on Sunday about
playing against Zalmi.
“They have a lot of qual-
ity players, and we’ll be
aiming to restrict them
to a low total while tak-
ing wickets along the
way.”

The National Bank
Stadium has been home
to two nearly opposite
kind of pitches this sea-
son; one of them a bat-
ting paradise, the other
a sluggish, bowling
friendly surface. The
former is likely to favour
Zalmi, but if the latter is
to host the Qualifier, it
may deliver a thrilling
encounter.

could have been worse.”
Sunday’s draw

should only be a bump
in the road for Inter who
will secure a 21st league
crown if they beat Parma
at the San Siro next week-
end. With four games
left in the season, Inter
are 10 points ahead of
their nearest challengers
Napoli, who won the
Scudetto last year.

Chivu’s side will be
heavy favourites to seal
the deal next weekend in
front of their home sup-
port as Parma are a team
with nothing left to play
for this season. Inter are
also on for a domestic

double after coming
back from two goals
down to win a thrilling
Italian Cup semi-final
with Como on Tuesday.
Luciano Spalletti said
that the battle for a top-
four spot “will go down
to the wire” following a
drab match at the San
Siro which left Milan and
and his Juventus team
looking over their shoul-
ders. Juve sit fourth and
are three points ahead
of both Como, 2-0 win-
ners at Genoa earlier on
Sunday, and sixth-
placed Roma. Milan are
three points ahead of
Juve in third and should

have a big enough gap
separating them from
Como and Roma to re-
turn to the Champions
League after going with-
out European football
this season. “Roma and
Como both won so we
still have a few matches
we need to win before we
can say we deserve our
place in that tourna-
ment,” said Spalletti.

One of the biggest
matches of any Serie A
season was played out
in front of a punchy at-
mosphere in which
Milan’s hardcore fans
protested a sharp rise in
the cost of tickets.

yielding 30 Houston
points.

Four-time NBA
champion LeBron James
made just two of nine at-
tempts from the floor on
the way to 10 points. He
handed out nine assists
but made eight turn-
overs.

With Los Angeles
still missing their top
scorers in injured Luka
Doncic and Austin
Reaves, center Deandre
Ayton led the Lakers
with 19 points and 10 re-
bounds.

But Los Angeles
were already down by 19
when he was ejected in
the third quarter after
catching Rockets center

Alperen Sengun in the
head with his forearm.

Tari Eason added 20
points and Sengun
scored 19 for Houston,
who are trying to be-
come the first NBA team
to rally from an 0-3 defi-
cit to win a playoff se-
ries.

In Portland,
Wembanyama returned
after missing one game
because of a concussion
and scored 27 points
with 11 rebounds, three
assists, four steals and
a whopping seven
blocked shots.

"I had lots of emo-
tions in me before the
game, obviously," said
Wembanyama, named

the 2026 NBA Defensive
Player of the Year and in
the running for Most
Valuable Player.

"Excitement, frus-
tration, so I let it all out
tonight," he said.

The 22-year-old
Frenchman praised the
doctors who oversaw
his path through the
NBA concussion proto-
col, but voiced dissatis-
faction with the process
that requires a gradual
return to physical activ-
ity under medical super-
vision.

"The way the situa-
tion was handled was
very disappointing,"
Wembanyama said, de-
clining to elaborate.

NEWS DESK: Crisis-hit
Chelsea beat Leeds
United 1-0 at Wembley
on Sunday to reach the
FA Cup final, a first-half
goal from Argentine
midfielder Enzo
Fernandez earning them
a clash with Manchester
City in the showpiece
match next month.

Fernandez slipped
between defenders to
nod home a cross from
Portugal winger Pedro
Neto in the 23rd minute
of the semi-final.

Eight-times winners
Chelsea, who sacked
coach Liam Rosenior on
Wednesday after five
Premier League defeats
in a row, dominated the
first half but had to rely
on Robert Sanchez to
keep Leeds at bay. He
pulled off fine saves in
each half from Brenden
Aaronson and Anton
Stach. Chelsea coach
Calum McFarlane, who
took charge of Sunday’s
game, will lead the Blues
in the Cup final on May
16. Eight-time FA Cup
winners Chelsea are into
the final for the 17th time
in their history and the
first since losing to
Liverpool in the 2022

showpiece. If Chelsea
can beat City at
Wembley, the inexperi-
enced McFarlane would
become one of the most
unlikely FA Cup-win-
ning managers after step-
ping up from his role
with the club’s Under-21
squad to assist
Rosenior. It was a
missed opportunity for
Leeds, who were playing
in their first FA Cup semi-
final since 1987 and
haven’t made the final
for 53 years. Brenden
Aaronson wasted a
golden opportunity to
put Leeds ahead in the
15th minute, racing clean

through on goal after
Trevoh Chalobah’s slip
but failing to produce
the accuracy to beat
Robert Sanchez. Chelsea
responded to that scare
by missing a good
chance of their own,
Joao Pedro drilling a low
strike against the near
post from close-range.
But Fernandez eased the
anxiety around Chelsea
with his 23rd-minute
opener. It was Chelsea’s
first goal for nearly 300
minutes since they net-
ted against third tier Port
Vale in the FA Cup quar-
ter-final. Daniel Farke’s
side improved after their

tepid first  half but
Sanchez kept the Blues
in the lead as he denied
Anton Stach and
Dominic Calvert-Lewin.

Tempers were flar-
ing but it was Chelsea
kept their cool to close
out a win that restored a
modicum of pride after
the Rosenior debacle.

G U A R D I O L A
HAILS ‘EXTRAORDI-
NARY’ CITY

On Saturday, City
kept their bid for domes-
tic treble alive as they
downed Southampton 2-
1,becoming the first side
to ever reach four con-
secutive FA Cup finals.

NEWS DESK:Interior
Minister and Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
Chairman Mohsin
Naqvi announced on
Monday that Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had signed off
on letting fans attend
all three Pakistan Super
League (PSL) playoff
matches.

In a social media
post on X, Naqvi said,
“Just had a meeting
with PM Shehbaz, and
I am pleased to share
that we have secured
his approval for public
attendance in all three
PSL playoff matches as
well.”

“However, this
comes with an impor-
tant condition from his
side that fans are
strongly encouraged to
use public transport or
minimise fuel con-
sumption while attend-
ing the matches, in line
with the ongoing na-
tional austerity ef-
forts,” Naqvi added.

He said that PM
Shehbaz had also con-
veyed his best wishes
to all four teams com-
peting in the playoffs.

“Looking forward

to some exciting and
entertaining cricket
ahead,” Naqvi said.

Three playoff
matches are scheduled
to be held this week,
before the final on Sun-
day. On Tuesday,
Islamabad United will
face Peshawar Zalmi in
Karachi, while
Hyderabad Kingsmen
and Multan Sultans will
meet in Lahore on
Wednesday.

The loser of the
first match will then
face off against the

winner of the second in
Lahore on Friday.

The decision
comes two days after
Naqvi announced that
PM Shehbaz had al-
lowed spectators in the
stadiums during the
PSL final following his
request. The final
match is scheduled for
May 3 at Gaddafi Sta-
dium, Lahore.

Matches for this
year’s tournament
were initially scheduled
to be held across six
venues — Lahore,

Karachi, Rawalpindi,
Multan, Peshawar, and
Faisalabad.

However, prior to
the commencement of
the tournament, it was
announced that it
would go ahead sans
spectators while
matches would be held
only in Karachi and
Lahore in line with the
government’s austerity
drive, which was
launched in the wake of
the global fuel crisis
triggered by the US-
Israel’s war on Iran.

NEWS DESK: The
Houston Rockets routed
the Los Angeles Lakers
115-96 on Sunday to
stay alive in the NBA
playoffs as San
Antonio's Victor
Wembanyama made a tri-
umphant return to put
the Spurs on the brink
of advancing.

Amen Thompson
scored 23 points to fuel
the Rockets,  who
bounced back from a
crushing overtime loss
on Friday to cut the defi-
cit in their best-of-seven
Western Conference se-
ries to 3-1.

The Spurs and the
Boston Celtics took
commanding 3-1 leads in
their series, San Antonio
rallying from 19 points
down to beat the Trail
Blazers 114-93 in Port-
land and Boston thrash-
ing the 76ers 128-96 in
Philadelphia.

In Toronto,  the
Raptors edged the
Cleveland Cavaliers 93-
89 to level their series at
two games apiece.

Denied a sweep in
Houston, the Lakers can
still finish off the Rock-
ets when they host
game five on Wednes-
day.

The Rockets, still
without star Kevin
Durant, harried the Lak-
ers into 24 turnovers
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Forces destroy several Afghan Taliban posts in Chaman sector: security sources

Imran brought to Pims for follow-up treatment,
undergoes fourth eye procedure

Police in Peshawar allegedly open fire during
protest by Khyber residents

NEWS DESK: Police in
the provincial capital al-
legedly resorted to firing
and tear gas early on
Tuesday to disperse a
protest by tribesmen
from Khyber district
against  a suspected
quadcopter strike that
killed a minor girl and in-
jured six others.

The protesters had
gathered at  the
Hayatabad toll plaza to
protest the death of a
teenage girl in a sus-
pected quadcopter strike
in Bara’s Akkakhel area.
Six other family mem-
bers, including women
and children, were in-
jured in the attack.

The site of the inci-
dent is located close to
the Bara Bazaar.

Hashim Afridi, one
of the participants, told
Dawn that about 150
tribesmen from Bara and
other adjacent areas had
gathered at  the
Hayatabad toll plaza to
protest the quadcopter
strike. He claimed that
the police opened fire,
apparently over some
scuffle near a roadblock.

However, he said
there were no casualties,
and no arrests were
made. He added that

NEWS DESK: PTI
founder and former
prime minister Imran
Khan received a fourth
intravitreal anti-VEGF
injection at the Pakistan
Institute of Medical
Sciences (Pims) and
was discharged on
Tuesday morning, ac-
cording to the hospital
spokesperson.

Imran last under-
went the anti-VEGF
intravitreal injection on
March 23. His eye ail-
ment — right central
retinal vein occlusion
(CRVO) — came to
light in late January. His
first medical procedure
was carried out on
January 24, and he was
administered the sec-
ond dose on Feb 24.

According to the
Pims spokesperson,
Imran, 74, was
brought to the hospital
on April 28 for follow-
up eye treatment, dur-
ing which he received
a fourth intravitreal in-
jection.

“Prior to the pro-
cedure, he was exam-
ined by the ophthal-
mologists and was
found to be clinically
stable,” the statement
said, adding that
Imran’s “optical co-
herence tomography
was performed, which
showed clinical im-
provement”.

“After obtaining
informed consent and
under standard moni-
toring, adopting all
standard precautionary
measures and proto-

cols in the operating
theatre, he was injected
with a fourth dose of
intravitreal injection
under the guidance of
microscopy by the sur-
geons,” the spokesper-
son added.

“The procedure
was performed as a day
care surgery. During
the course of his stay,
he remained vitally
stable before, during
and after the procedure
and was discharged
along with instructions
for further care and
follow-up advice and
documents,” the hospi-
tal spokesperson said.

PTI Chairman Bar-
rister Gohar Ali Khan
also confirmed in a
post on X that Imran
was taken to Pims last
night for an eye injec-

tion and a medical
check-up.

“Whatever the
treatment, our concern
remains unanswered,”
Gohar said, referring to
PTI’s call for Imran
and his spouse Bushra
Bibi to be moved to a
hospital for “treatment
under the supervision
of personal doctors ac-
companied by family
members”.

“This is their fun-
damental right,” he
said, adding that the
PTI had been demand-
ing its implementation
for a long time.

Following the last
procedure, a senior
doctor at Pims, who
was familiar with the
matter, said: ‘Usually,
three injections are ad-
ministered in such

Pakistan successfully conducts
training launch of Fateh-II

missile system: ISPR
Khyber MNA Iqbal
Afridi joined the protest
later.

MNA Afridi, speak-
ing to Dawn, said the fir-
ing began when some
protesters broke the
windows of a car.

However, he main-
tained that the protest
was peaceful and that
the protesters were only
seeking to raise their
voice against civilians
becoming collateral
damage.

Afridi added that
the people of Khyber
were asked to leave Tirah
earlier this year, and now

“they are being killed in
other areas as well”.

The parliamentarian
further stressed that
tribesmen were power-
less in the face of mili-
tancy in the region and
claimed that the indi-
viduals were targeted on
the pretext of providing
food to militants, ques-
tioning how an ordinary
person could refuse
such a demand.

Afridi also called on
the government to fulfil
its responsibilities and
provide security to the
people who were in the
crosshairs of militants.

NEWS DESK: Secu-
rity forces destroyed
multiple Afghan
Taliban posts in
Balochistan’s Chaman
sector on Tuesday,
said security sources.

The sources said
that the operation was
carried out in response
to “unprovoked ag-
gression” by Afghan
Taliban forces and ter-
rorists on the border,
under the ongoing Op-
eration Ghazab lil-
Haq.

Security sources
said the Pakistan
Army effectively tar-
geted and destroyed
several Afghan
Taliban posts in
Chaman. The
Sarshan, Al-Marjan
and Edhi posts, as well
as vehicles and other
installations, were suc-
cessfully hit, they
added.

They further
added that security
forces’ determination
to defend the home-
land was unwavering
and that the “intentions
of terrorists and their

Meanwhile,  KP
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi, who also hails
from Khyber district, or-
dered an inquiry into re-
ports of the police open-
ing fire at the protest, ac-
cording to an official
statement.

He also directed au-
thorities to take strict
action against those re-
sponsible for the act.

Peshawar City po-
lice did not offer a com-
ment on the incident.

Last week, security
forces killed five mili-
tants in a major counter-
terrorism operation in

Efforts on to secure release of
Pakistani crew members of hijacked

oil tanker: Sindh governor cases; it is unlikely that
a fourth injection will be
given.

“However, the im-
pact of the injection is
assessed after four
weeks, so it will be de-
cided after four weeks
whether another dose
will be required or
not,” he had explained.

Separately, the op-
position alliance
Tehreek Tahaffuz
Ay e e n - i - P a k i s t a n
(TTAP) also con-
demned Imran being
taken to the hospital in
the absence of his per-
sonal physicians and
family members.

“This action is a
violation of basic hu-
man rights as well as
the violation of legal
and constitutional rights
provided under the

Constitution of Paki-
stan,” TTAP Spokes-
person Hussain Ahmed
Yousafzai said in a
statement.

He said that de-
priving any citizen, es-
pecially a former prime
minister, of his physi-
cians and family was a
“question mark on the
rule of law”.

He demanded that
Imran be immediately
allowed to meet his
personal physicians and
family members with-
out any hindrance to
ensure the protection
of his health and legal
rights.

Over the past few
months, the govern-
ment and the opposi-
tion have been engaged
in a blame game, with
the latter accusing the
former of a lack of
transparency on the
matter,

of not ensuring
appropriate treatment
for Imran, and of not
allowing his personal
physicians access to
him. The government
denies these allega-
tions.

The opposition has
also demanded that the
former premier be
shifted to Shifa Inter-
national Hospital.

On April 17,
Imran’s spouse,
Bushra, also under-
went eye surgery at a
Rawalpindi hospital,
according to jail au-
thorities. The couple
remains incarcerated at
Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail.

the Akkakhel area of
Bara in Khyber district.

Security officials
said that the operation
was launched in Tandori
village of Akkakhel, bor-
dering Khazankhel vil-
lage on the outskirts of
the provincial capital,
Peshawar. They said
that terrorists who had
descended from the res-
tive Tirah Valley over the
past few weeks had gath-
ered in significant num-
bers in Tandori village
and Khazankhel.

On March 30, secu-
rity forces killed 10 mili-
tants after they seized a
government school in
the Akkakhel area and
hoisted their flag on the
school premises.

Earlier in the same
month, five children
were injured in a
quadcopter attack —
believed to have been
carried out by terrorists
— in the Takhtikhel area
of KP’s Lakki Marwat
district.

Last year in May,
four children were killed,
and five others, includ-
ing a woman, were in-
jured in a suspected
quadcopter attack in Mir
Ali tehsil  of North
Waziristan district.

patrons will be
crushed”.

The operation
“will continue until all
the set targets are

achieved”, the
sources elaborated.

Islamabad has re-
peatedly urged the Af-
ghan Taliban to dis-

mantle terrorist sanc-
tuaries on its soil, par-
ticularly those linked
to the banned TTP.
Officials say those ap-

peals have gone un-
heeded. Pakistan,
meanwhile, is carrying
out Operation Ghazab
lil-Haq against the Af-

ghan Taliban and ter-
rorists operating from
its soil. It was
lau-nched on the night
of Feb 26, following

quest of “brotherly Is-
lamic countries,” Pa-
kistan had announced
the operation’s re-
sumption on March
26, saying it would con-
tinue “until its objec-
tives are achieved”.

On Sunday, secu-
rity forces destroyed
the gun positions of
Afghan Taliban in-
volved in unprovoked
firing at civilians in
South Waziristan.

Security sources
said that the posts
were destroyed after
the Afghan Taliban
fired at civilians and
left three people, in-
cluding two women,
injured. Earlier this
month, Information
Minister Attaullah
Tarar said security
forces had foiled an
attempt by the Afghan
Taliban and terrorists
to attack a border post
in Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a ’ s
Ghulam Khan Sector,
in which 37 of the at-
tackers were killed
and more than 80 were
injured.

unprovoked cross-bor-
der attacks by the Af-
ghan Taliban. After a
temporary pause on
March 18 at the re-

NEWS DESK: The
Army Rocket Force
Command conducted
the successful training
launch of the indig-
enously developed
Fateh-II missile sys-
tem, the military’s me-
dia wing said on Tues-
day.

In a statement,
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said
that the missile system
was “equipped with
advanced avionics and
state-of-the-art navi-
gation aids”.

It said that the
training launch was
aimed at training

troops, validating vari-
ous technical param-
eters and evaluating
the performance of dif-
ferent sub-systems in-
corporated for “im-
proved accuracy and
enhanced survivabil-
ity”.

ISPR added that
the launch was wit-
nessed by senior offic-
ers from the Strategic
Plans Division (SPD),
Army Rocket Force
Command,

and the Pakistan
Army, as well as sci-
entists and engineers
from “strategic
organisations”.

“The forum com-
mended [the] suc-
cessful training fire of
[the] indigenously de-
veloped Missile of
Fateh Series,” the
statement added.

According to
ISPR, President Asif
Ali Zardari, Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, and Chief of
Defence Forces and
Chief of Army Staff
Field Marshal Asim
Munir, as well as ser-
vices chiefs, lauded
the “technical prow-
ess, dedication and
commitment” of the
team.

NEWS DESK: Sindh
Governor Syed
Muhammad Nehal
Hashmi on Monday
met with family mem-
bers of 11 Pakistani
crew members kid-
napped by pirates who
hijacked an oil tanker
near Somalia last
week.

He assured the
families that the fed-
eral government
would not leave them
alone under any cir-
cumstances.

Last week, armed
pirates had hijacked
the oil tanker near the
Somali coast and took
11 Pakistani crew
members and the In-
donesian captain of the
vessel hostage.

The governor,
along with families of
the kidnapped individu-

als, told a press con-
ference that the fed-
eral government was
taking all-out mea-
sures to secure the
safe release of the
Pakistani crew mem-
bers.

Meets affected
families, assures them
of full cooperation

He said that both
the federal and Sindh
governments stand
with the affected
families in this difficult
time.

He added that im-
mediate contact was
established with the
families and their con-
cerns were heard and
full cooperation was
assured.

The governor
noted that communi-
cation with the hos-
tages remained intact

and efforts for their
safe recovery were
ongoing at all levels.

He said that dis-
cussions were also un-
derway with the Euro-
pean Union regarding
the recovery of the
hostages.

The incident oc-
curred outside
Pakistan’s maritime
boundaries, which has
led to certain com-
plexities, he added.

On the occasion,
the families of the kid-
napped individuals ex-
pressed gratitude to
the governor for
promptly taking up the
matter with the fed-
eral government.

They said the gov-
ernment action pro-
vided hope that their
loved ones will return
safely soon.


