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Balochistan Government, Opposition Resume Dialogue Over
Madrassa Registration and Political Affairs

Ali Hamza, Syed Ali Shah,
News Desk:

QUETTA: The Balochistan
government and opposition
leaders held an important
round of talks in Quetta on
Thursday, signaling efforts to
maintain political dialogue amid
ongoing discussions over
madrassa registration and
other key provincial matters.
The government delega-
tion was led by Provincial
Home Minister Mir Ziaullah
Langove and included Provin-
cial Ministers Mir Ali Madad
Jatak and Mir Barkat Rind
along with other officials.
Senior opposition leaders
also attended the meeting, in-
cluding JUI-F Balochistan
chief Senator Maulana Abdul
‘Wasey, Opposition Leader in
the Balochistan Assembly Mir
Younis Aziz Zehri, PAC Chair-
man Asghar Tareen, opposition
MPA Syed Zafar Agha, and
MNA Usman Badini.
According to participants,
the meeting focused on
madrassa registration, political
affairs, and issues related to
religious institutions in the
province. Both sides agreed to
continue consultations and
keep communication channels
open in the coming days.
Speaking during the meet-
ing, Home Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langove said religious
seminaries have historically
played a vital role in Islamic
education and unity within the
Muslim world. He said
madrassas continue to produce
religious scholars and Huffaz
who contribute to society.
Langove also highlighted

Balochistan’s diversity, de-
scribing the province as a blend
of different ethnicities and re-
ligions living together. He
praised Maulana Abdul Wasey
as an experienced and re-

spected political figure.

Provincial Minister Mir Ali
Madad Jatak said it is impor-
tant for political and religious
stakeholders to understand the
government’s position on

madrassa-related matters. He He said the government

The mz,ctmg comes at a

added that the p gov- s visitto
ernment has consistently tried leaders reflected seriousness
to take itionand religious and to resolve is-
parties into confidence before sues through dialogue rather
making important decisions.  than confrontation.

time when around
madrassa registration and po-
litical coordis

politics.

Nawabzada Lashkari Challenges
Proposed Demolition of Balochistan
Assembly Building in High Court

NEWS DESK

QUETTA: In Quetta, senior
political leader and former
senator Mir Lashkari Raisani
has formally challenged the
government’s decision to pro-
ceed with the demolition of the
historic Balochistan Assembly
Building by filing a petition in
the Balochistan High Court.
Nawabzada Lashkari,
through Advocate Sial Khan
Kakar, has moved the court
seeking cancellation of the pro-
posed demolition tender and
has also requested the issuance
of a stay order to immediately

halt any further action on the
project.

He has urged the court to
take up the matter on a prior-
ity basis, citing its constitutional
and public importan

n his position,
Nawabzada Lashkari Raisani
argued that the Balochistan
Assembly building is not only
a key governmental structure
but also a valuable provincial
asset that should be preserved
rather than dismantled. He em-
phasized that the province is
already facing multiple press-
ing issues, and administrative
focus should be redirected to-
ward public welfare instead of

infrastructure removal.
He pomtcd out crmca]

conditions in universitics,

the ongoing financial crisis

fecting higher education insti-

tutions.

According to him, these

problems require urgent atten-

tion and effective governance.
The petition is expected to

generate significant legal and

political debate, particularly re-

garding public infrastructure
protection, heritage preserva-
tion, and policy priori
Balochistan.

Three Bugti Brothers Killed in
Rahim Yar Khan Encounter

Rahim Yar Khan district,
sources said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Shaukat Kalpar Bugti,
Mazar Kalpar Bugti, and
Mushtaq Kalpar Bugti. Ac-
cording to reports, the broth-
ers were killed when CCD
personnel carried out an op-
eration in the area.

NEWS DESK:

RAHIM YAR KHAN:
Three sons of late tribal elder
Wadera Khan Muhammad
Kalpar Bugti were killed in an
alleged encounter during a
Crime Control Department
(CCD) operation in Punjab’s

Officials have yet to issue
a detailed statement regarding
the incident or the allegations
linked to the reported encoun-
ter.

The incident has drawn
attention in tribal and political
circles, with calls for clarity
over the circumstances sur-
rounding the operation.
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Pakistan-Saudi Arabia Defense
Pact — A Historic Milestone in
Bilateral Relations

—

Editorial:
For over eight decades,
Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia have enjoyed
close and cordial rela-
tions rooted in faith,
friendship, and mutual
cooperation. The recent
visit of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to the
Kingdom has further
strengthened these his-
toric ties, marking a new
chapter in the relation-
ship between the two
brotherly nations.
SMDAAnR Unprec-
edented Event
The signing of a
Strategic Mutual De-
fense Agreement be-
tween Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
is unprecedented. For
the first time, both
states have formally
pledged that an attack
on one will be consid-
ered an attack on both.
This landmark pact
is not only a testament
to their shared commit-
ment to peace and secu-
rity but also a reflection

of the growing geopo- the international stage
litical importance of Pa- - and help consolidate its
kistan in the wider roleasabridge between
Middle East and South the Muslim world and
Asia. Over the years, the global community.
Saudi Arabia has stood The defense agree-
firmly by Pakistan, ex- ment with Saudi Arabia
tending support in criti-  is, therefore, a matter of
cal times, whether finan-  immense pride for the Pa-
cial, diplomatic, or stra- Kistani nation. It not only
tegic. At the same time,  secures Pakistan’s stra-
Pakistan has success- tegic interests but also
fully managed to main-  strengthens the balance
tain positive ties with of power in the region.
both Saudi Arabia and Such developments as
Tran, balancingitsrole in ~sure the people of Pk
aregion oftenmarked by  stan that their country is
ons. This ability to not isolated but deeply
uphold cordial relations ~engaged in shaping the
with diverse regional ~future of regional secu-

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm: Calls
for Resilient Climate Policies Surface

Chandni Kakar:

In the global battle
against climate
change, Balochistan,
Pakistan, serves as a
stark reminder of the
urgent need for cli-
mate resilience. The
province is experienc-
ing increasingly severe
weather events, a con-
sequence of human-
induced climate
change. However,
many residents mis-
take these extreme
weather occurrences
for regular fluctua-
tions, hindering recog-
nition of the escalating
clunatc crisis.

players rityand B hi

Islamabad’s maturity in This Is Indeed A i -

diplomacy. National Achievement becomlng un
China, TurkeyAnd  This historic step| bearably hot

Saudi Arabia FullySup- deserves to be cel-
port Pakistan ebrated as a national

Equally significant achievement. It is  re-
is the fact that Pakistan flection of Pakistan’s
continues to receive enduringdiplomacy and
consistent and uncondi- its ability to transform
tional support from ma- long-standing friend-
jor global actors suchas ~ships into strategic part-
China, Turkey, and nerships that ensure sta-
Saudi Arabia. These re-  bility, prosperity, and
lationships enhance peace for generations to

Pakistan’s leverage on come.

Balochistan is be-
coming unbearably
hot, with rising tem-
peratures transform-
ing heatwaves into a
year-round threat.
These  heatwaves
pose severe health
risks, including heat
stress, dehydration,
and even fatalities. In

2017, Turbat recorded
a scorching 53.5°C
(128.3°F), setting a
record for Pakistan.
Unfortunately, fore-
casts suggest that tem-
peratures will continue
to rise.

However, the cli-
mate challenges in
Balochistan extend be-
yond relentless heat
waves. The province
grapples with devastat-
ing droughts and
floods, both of which
wreak havoc on homes
and infrastructure. The
floods of 2010 and
2022 left nearly 4 mil-
lion people displaced,
disrupting lives and
triggering food short-
ages and price spikes
due to their impact on
the agriculture sector.

The 2022 flood
in Balochistan
underscores the
looming climate
change threat

The 2022 flood
underscored the loom-
ing threat of climate

change over
Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage
is yet to be compre-
hended. However, it
exposed the
province’s vulnerabili-
ties and highlighted the
urgent need for effec-
tive  management
strategies.

Balochistan’s an-
nual rainfall ofjust 200
mm barely meets the
needs of its parched
population. This water
scarcity adversely af-
fects food production,
access to drinking
water, and livestock
numbers, exacerbated
by climate change.
The severe droughts
of 1997-2003 and
2014-2017 forced mi-
grations to water-rich
areas.

CC affects

economy

Climate change
also decimated the
region’s economy

through the loss of
livestock. Between
2010 and 2022, over
1.5 million livestock
were lost, costing over
$1 billion and displac-
ing over 100,000
people, particularly in
districts like Quetta,
Pishin, Turbat,
Pajgure, and Khuzdar.

owever
Balochistan need not
accept this grim fate.
It requires compre-
hensive strategies tai-
lored to its unique
challenges. The pro-
vincial government
must implement robust
climate change poli-
cies, emphasizing wa-
ter resource manage-
ment and disaster pre-
paredness. Learning
from the tragic dam
collapses 0f2022, pre-
ventive measures,
such as effective wa-
ter reservoirs and early
warning systems, are
imperative. Spreading
awareness about cli-
mate change and pro-
moting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices are

equally crucial.

Tree plantations
could mitigate
sweltering
temperatures

In a province

where tree planting
could mitigate swelter-
d

climate change im-
pacts, government ini-
tiatives should engage
younger generations in
green initiatives.
Achieving a resilient
future necessitates a
collaborative effort in-
volving government,
local communities, civil
society, and the com-
mercial sector.
Balochistan’s path to-
wards resilience be-
gins with a symphony
of collective action.

By addressing
these critical issues,
Balochistan can better
adapt to the challenges
posed by climate
change, ensuring a
more secure and sus-
tainable future for its
residents.

Israel and Iran Conflict and Its Impact on Middle East Stability

Israel and Iran are ex-
changing deadly at-
tacks. Israeli strikes have
hit homes, hospitals, and
aid workers in Tehran.
Iran responded with mis-
sile and drone attacks on
cities like Tel Aviv and
Haifa. Many civilians
have been killed or in-
jured on both sides.

The conflict is draw-
ing global attention.
President Trump left the
G7 early due to the cri-
sis. UK leaders warn
against military action
without approval. Ten-
sions are rising, and the
risk of a wider war is
growing. Global powers
are urging both sides to
de-escalate.

The violence is
shaking the region’s sta-
bility. Political alliances
are shifting, economies
are under pressure, and
‘millions fear what comes

ext.

Behind the strikes
and statements lies a
deeper struggle for mili-
tary power, especially
between Iran and Israel.
From the origins of their
rivalry to current military
actions, regional fallout,
and global reactions, this
article breaks down what
you need to know.
Historical Background

The Iran-Israel con-
flict history began inten-
sifyingafter the 1979 Ira-
nian Revolution, which
transformed Iran from a
close ally of Israel into
one of its fiercest oppo-
nents.

Tran’s support for
armed groups like
Hezbollah and Hamas,
along with Israel’s tar-
geted assassinations
and airstrikes, deepened

e divide.

The October 7
Hamas attack  and
Israel’s  retaliation
marked a sharp escala-
tion, pushing the conflict
into more direct and dan-
gerous territory.

Over the years, the
tensions have played
out through a timeline of
provocative events.
Iran’s controversial
nuclear program has

drawn repeated warn- and multiple ballistic
mgs and attacks from Is-  missiles from Iran.
rael. Israel’s airstrikes tar-
Both nations have geted missile storage
launched cyberattacks and launch sites, while
against cach other, with also killing Iranian chief
incidents like the ofstaffAli Shadmani.
Stuxnet virus and strikes Iran retaliated with
on nuclear sites. Proxy missile strikes on Israel,
wars have continued causing damage in
across Lebanon, Syria, places like Herzliya,
and Gaza, keeping the ~though no injuries were
region in a constant reported. The conflict
state of unrest. has led to at least 224 Ira-
xternal powers nianand 24 Israeli casu-
have also shaped the alties, with countries like
conflict’s course. The India and Pakistan

flict is deeply affecting
nearby nations. Syria's
new Sunni-led govern-
ment has moved away
from Iran.

It sees Israel’s
strikes as helpful in re-
ducing Iranian influence.
Iraq is under pressure as
Iran-backed militias
grow more aggressive.
Lebanon’s Hezbollah
has lost strength and is
avoiding direct involve-
ment, though tensions
remain high.

Jordan and Egyp(

U.S. strongly supports ing their citizens
Israel with military aid = from Tehran.
and intelligence, while Israel’s attacks
Iran receives political have disrupted Iranian
backing from Russiaand energy infrastructure, in-
economic support from cluding the South Pars
China. gas field.

These global ties The violence has
have made the situation ~strengthened support
more complex, raising the for Iran’s hardliners, with
stakes and limiting dip- global concerns rising

lomatic solutions. over the ongoing con-
‘urrent State of the ict.
Conflict Impact on Middle East
The conflict be- Stability
tween Israel and Iran is Political
intensifying, with Isracl Instability
intercepting 30 drones The Israel-Iran con-

Jordan fears mslablllty
and has warned against
any attacks from its ter-
ritory.

Egypt is worried
about its energy supply
and trade routes like the
Suez Canal.

Disruptions could
hurt its economy, which
depends heavily on im-
ports and stable fuel ac-
cess.

Both nations aim to
avoid being drawn into
the conflict.

As the war drags

on, regional alliances are
shifting. Syria is moving
closer to the West. Iraq
struggles to balance re-
lations with Iran and the
us.

Egypt and Jordan
are working to protect
their own security. This
conflict is not just about
two  nations—it’s
changing the political
map of the Middle East.

Security
and Military impact

The Israel-Iran con-
flict has triggered a re-
gional arms race. Coun-
tries like Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Egypt are in”
creasing their defense
spending.

They want to up-
grade weapons, air de-
fenses, and missile sys-
tems.

This rise in military
buildup reflects growing
fears of future attacks.

The chances of a
wider war are also rising,
Iran’s support for militias
and Israel’s direct strikes
have already pulled

Syria, Irag, and Lebanon
into tension.

Any miscalculation
or surprise attack could
quickly expand the con-
flict. This creates con-
stant fear across the
Middle East.

To prepare, nations
are strengthening mili-
tary ties with global
powers. U.S.

bases in Jordan and
Iraq are on high alert. At
the same time, Russia
and China are showing
more interest in the re-
gion. The Middle East is
tumning into amajor zone
of power competition
and possible war.

Economic Conse-

quences

The conflict has
sent shockwaves
through oil markets.
Brent crude spiked by
nearly 7%, reaching
$74.60 per barrel. Inves-
tors fear Iran could close
the Strait of Hormuza vi-
tal route for global oil.
Any disruption here
could push oil prices
above $100, hurting both

= producers and consum-

1S

Trade routes and
airlines are also affected.
Several carriers sus-
pended flights to Iran,
Iraq, and nearby na-
tions. Jordan, Irag, and
Iran closed their air-
space, halting traffic on

A some of the world’s busi-

est air corridors. These
changes hurt tourism
and slow cargo move-
ment across continents.
Conflict-hit coun-
tries like Iran face added
economic pressure.
Sanctions, rising infla-
tion, and oil infrastruc-
ture damage are worsen-
ing Tehran’s financial
crisis. Iraq and Lebanon
may also suffer due to
economic ties with Iran
and ongoing instability.
Global inflation may rise
if this war continues.
‘Humanitarian and
Social Consequences
The human toll is
rising fast. Over 220 Ira-
nians, including women
and children, have been
killed.
Israeli casualties

displacing families, de-
stroying homes, and
leaving civilians trapped
in unsafe areas.

Anger is spreading
across the region. Anti-
Israel protests have
erupted in Iraq, Leba-
non, and Egypt.

At the same time,
anti-Iran sentiment is

owing in countries like
Jordan and Syria. The
conflict is deepening
political divides and fu-
eling mistrust among
neighboring popula-
tions.

This rising hostility
is damaging regional
unity. People are taking
sides based on political
or religious beliefs.
Online hate speech and
propaganda are also in-
creasing.

If the conflict con-
tinues, the social fabric
of many Middle Eastern
countries could unravel
even further.

International Reac-
tions and Mediation
Efforts

The United States
strongly backs Isracl
and warns Iran of
tougher retaliation,
President Trump stated
that future strikes could
be even more brutal if
Tehran doesn’t step
back. Meanwhile, the
EU and United Nations
have urged both sides to
show restraint and return
to dialogue to avoid a
wider war.

Russia and China
have taken a different
stance.

Both nations criti-
cized Israel’s actions and
called for a peaceful so-
lution.

Russia offered to
host peace talks, while
China emphasized the
need to protect energy
routes and maintain re-
gional stability.

Despite rising ten-
sion, diplomatic efforts
are slowly moving.

is consid-
ering emergency talks,
and some countries are
proposing fresh sanc-
tions on Iran.

Others are pushing
for a ceasefire and talks
to prevent further blood
shed and protect civil-
ians on both sides.

Conclusion

The Israel-Iran con-
flict has triggered politi-
cal instability, mlitary
escalation, and eco-
nomic shockwaves.
Neighboring countries
like Syria,

Lebanon, and Iraq
face serious risks, while
oil prices and trade
routes are under pres-
sure.

Civilian lives have
been lost, and public an-
ger is growing. Global
powers are taking sides,
but some are also push-
ing for peace.

This conflict is not
just about two nations,
it affects the whole re-
gion and beyond. With
rising deaths and eco-
nomic damage,

urgent diplomacy is
needed. Only strong re-
gional cooperation and
global mediation can
stop the violence and
bring long-term peace.
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UAE says Iran cannot be trusted over Hormuz, peace efforts at an impasse

NEWS DESK: Ascnior
United Arab Emirates of-
ficial said on Friday that
Tehran could not be
trusted over any unilat-
eral arrangements it
makes for the Strait of
Hormuz, in a ?sign of
deep mistrust on all
sides as efforts to end
the US-Isracli war on
Iran remained at an im-
passe.

Two months into
the conflict, the vital sea .
channel is still largely
“2closed because of an
Iranian blockade and the
US Navy is blocking ex-
ports of Iranian crude . X
oil. The blockade has v >4
choked off 20% of the
worlds oil and gas sup-
plies, pushing up global
energy prices and in-
creasing concerns that
there will be an economic
downturn.

A ceasefire has
been in place since April
8 but reports that US
President Donald
Trump was to be briefed
on plans for new military
strikes to compel Iran to
negotiate pushed global
oil prices up to a ?four-
year high at one point
on Thursday.

Iran has activated
air defences and plans a
wide response if at-
tacked, having assessed
that there will be a short,
intensive US strike, pos-
sibly ?followed by an
Tsraeli attack, two senior
Iranian sources told

mal US deadline on Fri-
day to end the war or
make the case to Con-
gress for extending it
under the 1973 War
?Powers Resolution.
The date looks set
to pass without altering
the course of the war af-

concerns of the Gulf
states, UAE presidential
adviser Anwar Gargash
said the "collective inter-
national will and provi-
sions of international
law" were the primary
guarantors of freedom of
navigation through the

mediator Pakistan has
not set a date for new
talks on ending a war
that has killed thou-
sands, mainly in Iran
?and Lebanon.

After US and Israeli
airstrikes on February
28, Iran fired at US

Reuters on condition of bases, infrastructure strait. ter a senior administra-
anonymity. and US-linked compa- ‘And, of course, no tion official said that, for

"Treacherous ag- niesin Gulfstates, while unilateral Iranian ar- the resolution, hostili-
gression’ the Iran-backed Leba- rangements can be ties had terminated due

Washington has
not said what its next
steps are. Trump 2said
on Tuesday he was un-
happy with the latest
proposal from Iran, and

nese group Hezbollah
launched missiles at Is-
racl, which

with strikes ?on Leba-

trusted or relied upon
following its treacher-
against
all its neighbours,"
Gargash wrote.
Trump faces a for-

to the ?April ceasefire
between Tehran and

Financial and en-
ergy markets remained
on edge because of con-

=
S

n.
Underlining the

economy was "a disas-
ter", but analysts said
that 2if he expects Iran
toblink first in a game of
economic chicken, he
may be waiting a while.

The conflict has ag-
gravated Iran's dire eco-
nomic ?problems, risk-
ing calamity after ?the
war, but it looks able to
survive a standoffin the
Gulf for now, despite the
U.S. blockade that has
cut off its energy ex-
ports.

Axios news site re-
< ported that one plan to

be shared with Trump
during a briefing by top
U.S. military leaders that
was scheduled for
Thursday involved us-
ing ground forces to take
over part of the strait to
reopen it to commercial
shipping.

Trump is also con-
sidering extending the

'S blockade ?or declar-
ing ?a unilateral victory,
officials have said.

Washington did not
immediately announce
any details of its plans.

In asign that the US
was also Jenvisaging a
scenario where hostili-
ties cease, a State De-
partment cable due to be
delivered orally to part-
ner nations by May 1 in-
vited them to joina new
coalition, called the Mari-
time Freedom Construct,
to enable ships to navi-
gate the strait.

France, Britain and
?Zothers have held talks
on contributing to such
acoalition but said they
would help to open the
Strait only when the
conﬂic( end§

Ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Baghaei cau-
tioned on Thursday
against expecting quick
results from talks.

A senior official of
Iran's Revolutionary
Guards said any new U3
attack on Iran, even if
limited, would usher in
"long and painful
strikes" on US regional
positions, while Aero-
space Force Commander
Majid Mousavi was
quoted by Iranian media
as saying: "We've seen
what happened to your
regional bases, we will

see the same thing ?hap-
pen to your warships.”

Trump repeated on
Thursday that ?Iran
would not be allowed to
have %a nuclear weapon,
and said the price of
gasoline - an important
concern for his Republi-
can Party before mid-
term elections in Novem-
ber - would "drop like a
rock" as soon as the war
ended.

Iran says its nuclear
programme s solely for
civilian purposes.

Trump said on
Thursday that Iran's

cerns about the impasse
over negotiations and
worries that there could
be a prolonged closure
ofthe Strait of Hormuz.

Global oil bench-
mark Brent crude 71
tures rose again on Fri-
day, up slightly at over
$111a barrel and poised
for a5.7% gain over the
week after hitting $126 a
barrel on Thursday, the
highest level since
March 2022.

Iran says not to ex-
pect quick results from
talks

Iranian Foreign

on Iran
deﬁmtely not” self-de-
fence: Iranian foreign
ministry.

US resumes flights to Venezuela
after seven years

hub for Latin Ameri-
cans that sees itself as
a gateway to the re-
gion, greeted passen-
gers at the gate, as did
the Venezuelan am-
bassador to Washing-
ton, Felix Plasencia.

NEWS DESK: The
first direct flight be-
tween the United
States and Venezuela
in seven years landed
at an airport near
Caracas on Thursday,
a new sign of a thaw

Venezuelans live in the
United States, and the
thaw is expected to
boost the US business
presence in the South
American  nation,
which has the world’s
largest proven oil re-

where the United
States has resumed
diplomatic presence
after years of tension.

The first flight’s
manifest was domi-
nated by officials and
Jjournalists, with senior

after Washington de- officials from Wash- The inaugural serves.

posed leftist leader ington flying to flight featured a spe- But  President

Nicolas Maduro. Caracas to meet gov- cial Venezuclan menu, Donald Trump has
The American ernment leaders, a including corn pan- also been moving ag-

Airlines flight took off prospect unthinkable cakes known as gressively to remove

at 1426 GMT from
Miami en route to the
Venezuelan capital,

Just months ago. Venezuelans from the
Representatives

of the city of Miami, a

cachapas and a Ven-
ezuelan-style chicken United States, termi-
salad.Some 1.2 million nating a programme
7 that shielded migrants
from deportation.

US forces carried
out a deadly raid in
Caracas on Jan 3,
snatching longtime US
nemesis Maduro and
flying him and his wife
to New York to face
charges of drug traf-
ficking, which they
deny.

Maduro was re-
placed by his vice
president,  Delcy
Rodriguez, who has
largely cooperated
with the United States
despite her ideological
background.

Israeli HR roup asks high court to
order release of Gaza doctors

NEWS DESK: An Isracli
rights organisation peti-
tioned the country’s top
court on Thursday to de-
mand the immediate re-
lease of 14 Palestinian
doctors from Gaza who
have been held without
charge for more than a
year.

Physicians for Hu-
‘man Rights Isral (PHRI)
said the doctors have
been denied adequate
medical care and food
and subjected to physi-
cal abuse while in deten-
tion. The group said
they are being held un-
der Israel’s Unlawful
Combatants Law, which
allows for indefinite de-
tention without charge.

““The Isracli army al-
ready investigated them
and despite the lack of
any evidence incriminat-
ing them ... (prosecu-
tors) decided to con-
tinue their detention,™
said lawyer Nasser
Odeh, who represents
Hussam Abu Safiya, the
detained director of
Gaza’s Kamal Adwan
Hospital.

Israel’s prison ser-

northern Gaza in late
2024 drew international

tober intended to halt
fighting. Around 60
workers re-
main in detention, in-
cluding the doctors rep-
resented by PHRI

None of the 14 doc-
tors has been formally
charged or told why they
are being held, the
organisation sai

Abu Safiya is the
most prominent of the
doctors still being held.
His arrest during an Is-
racli raid on Kamal
Adwan Hospital in

vice said it rejected all al-
legations that the doc-
tors had been mi:
in prison. It was not im-
mediately clear if or
when the court would
hear the petition.

The 14 doctors are
among nearly 400
healthcare workers de-
tained by Israel during
its two-year assault on
Gaza. Many of those de-
tained were freed in pris-
oner exchanges after
ceasefires, including a
US-backed truce in Oc-

His brother,
Muafaq Abu Safiya, said
they were informed by
their lawyer that Hussam
Abu Safiya had lost 40
kg (88 Ib) while in prison,
and suffered four frac-
tured ribs.

“All the crimes in-
flicted on him by the oc-
cupation were just be-
cause he refused to
leave the hospital and
patients.”

Trump's war powers deadline expires
Friday as officials cite ceasefire loophole

NEWS DESK:President
Donald Trump faces a
critical legal deadline on
Friday that could deter-
mine the future of US
military operations
against Iran, even as
administration signals
may rely ona controver-
sial legal interpretation
to bypass congres-
sional approval.

nder the War
Powers Resolution of
1973, a US president
‘must terminate military
action within 60 days of
notifying Congress un-
less lawmakers authorise
the operation.

The Trump adm
istration formally noti-
fied Congress on March
2 following joint US-Is-
raeli strikes launched on
February 28, setting up
aMay | deadline.

But administration
officials now argue that
the deadline may not
apply, claiming that a
ceasefire with Iran — in

N

limit” based on a truce.
His objection reflects
broader concerns
among Democrats that
the administration is at-
tempting to sidestep
Congress’s constitu-
tional authority to de-
clare war.

The War Powers
Resolution was enacted
in the aftermath of the
Vietnam War to prevent
presidents from engag-
ing in prolonged military
conflicts without legisla-
tive oversight. It requires
presidents to either ob-
tain congressional
authorisation or with-
draw forces within 60
days, with a possible 30-
day extension in limited
circumstances.

Legal analysts say
the administration’s reli-
ance on a ceascfire loop-
hole is highly question-
able. Experts note that
the law makes no men-
tion of ceasefires as
grounds for resetting or

place since April 7— ef-
fectively ended “hostili-
ties” under the law. A
senior official told re-
porters the conflict had
“terminated” for War
Powers purposes, allow-
ing the White House to
continue operations
without seeking con-
gressional approval.

US Defence Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth rein-
forced that position dur-
ing congressional testi-
mony on Thursday, say-
ing the statutory clock

“pauses or stops in a
ceasefire.”

The claim has trig-
gered sharp pushback
from lawmakers and le-
gal experts, who argue
that the War Powers
Resolution contains no
such provision.

Democratic Senator
Tim Kaine rejected the
interpretation outright,
saying “the statute does
not allow the president
to suspend the 60-day

——

pausing the clock, par-
ticularly when military
pressure — including a
naval blockade — con-
tinues.

Some legal scholars
also point out that pre-
vious presidents have
stretched or ignored the
‘War Powers Resolution,
often arguing that it is
unconstitutional or does
not apply to limited mili-
tary engagements.

However, critics ar-
gue that the scale of the
current conflict with Iran
~ including sustained
strikes and economic
warfare — makes that
argument harder to sus-
tain.

The political re-
sponse in Congress re-
mains deeply divided.
Democrats have repeat-
edly introduced resolu-
tions to compel the ad-
ministration to either
seek authorisation or
end military operations.
All such efforts have
failed in both chambers,
largely along party lines.

Republicans, who
control Congress by
narrow margins, have
mostly backed the presi-
dent or avoided direct
confrontation. Senate
Majority Leader John
Thune indicated “there
are no immediate plans
to hold a vote authoriz-
ing the war, reflecting a
broader reluctance
within the party to chal-
lenge Trump’s authority.

At the same time,
some Republicans have
expressed unease. Sena-
tor Susan Collins said
the 60-day limit “is nota
suggestion; it is a re-
quirement.

Japanese man arrested after wife
incinerated at zoo

The victim, 33-
year-old Yui Suzuki,
was identified by local
media as his wife. Po-
lice have not said how
she died.

While held in vol-
untary police question-
ing, Suzuki said he
used his zoo’s incinera-
tor —meant to dispose

NEWS DESK: Japa-
nese police arrested a
man for allegedly incin-
erating his dead wife at
the zoo where he
worked, officials and
local media said Friday,
following the discovery
of human remains.
Police arrested
Tatsuya Suzuki on

way for Suzuki’s ar-
rest, local media said.
While alive, the
wife once told her rela-
tives that her husband
was threatening to
“burn you until no trace
of you will be left”,
public broadcaster
NHK said, citing inves-
tigative sources.

Wednesday.

On Friday, the zoo
resumed business,
with officials bowing
to  visitors  and
apologising for the
trouble caused.

“The zoo is in an
extremely difficult situ-
ation at the moment,”
Hirosuke Imazu, mayor

Thursday evening on of waste and dead ani- The gruesome of Asahikawa City,
suspicion that he mals —to burn the case forced the which operates the fa-
“transported the woman’s body “for a Asahiyama Zoo, a

cility, said, according to
victim’s body to a tour- HK.
ist facility” in the north-
ern island of Hokkaido
and “destroyed it
(hrough incineration
there,” a local police
official told AFP.

few hours,” local me-
dia reported.

His confession
sent police scouring the
incinerator for her re-
mains, whose partial
discovery paved the

popular tourist attrac-
tion closed since early
last month as part of
regular maintenance
ahead of the summer
season, to delay its re-
opening scheduled for

“But we would like
to turn your support
into our energy, and
convey the beautiful
lives of our animals,”
he said.
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Pak-China Friendship hospital launches endoscopy unit

GWADAR (INP): On the
completion of two years
since the establishment
of GDA Pak-China
Friendship Hospital, an
endoscopy unit has
been unveiled.

A Member of the

Provincial Assembly
(MPA) Maulana Hidayat
ur Rehman Baloch, for-
mally inaugurated the
modern endoscopy unit
at the hospital. Accord-
ing toa Gwadar Pro's re-
port, on this occasion,

Maulana Hidayat ur
Rehman Baloch stated
that this facility is a valu-
able gift for the millions
of residents of Gwadar
and its surrounding ar-
eas. He prayed that this
new service becomes a

source of healing for pa-
tients. Through endos-
copy, timely diagnosis
and treatment of com-
plex diseases of the
stomach, intestines, and
digestive system will
now be possible—con-

launch of the endos-
copy unit marked the
first time such services
have been available in
the history of Gwadar.
The ceremony was
attended by Chief Engi-
neer GDA Haji Syed

ditions for which pa-
tients previously had to
travel long and costly
distances to Karachi or
other cities. Speaking on
the occasion, Head o
Campus Dr. Affan
Faiqzada said that the

Muhammad, Director
Admin GDA Changez
Khan, District Health
Officer Gwadar Yasir
Tahir Baloch, Public Re-
lations Officer GDA
Hafeez Sheran, Faculty
Chair & Consultant

Urologist Dr. Zafarullah
Baloch, hospital staff,
and political representa”
tives. A cake was also
cut to celebrate the
completion of two years.
and the launch of endo-
scopy services.

SANYA, CHINA: President Asif Ali Zardari being scen off by Mr. Wang Qiyang, party secretary of
the CPC Hainan, at Sanya Airport.

40 kanals state land
retrieved in Murree
anti-encroachment drive

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The district administra-
tion in Murree has re-
trieved 40 kanals of
valuable state land
worth approximately
billion during an
anti-encroachment op-
eration.

The action was
carried out on the di-
rectives of Deputy
Commissioner Agha
Zaheer Abbas Shirazi
by the forest depart-
ment. The deputy com-
missioner appreciated
the performance of
DFO ImtiazAhmed and
directed authorities to
eliminate all illegal en-
croachments and en-
sure retrieval of state
land.

According to de-
tails, five acres of for-
est land located at
Bhurban had been un-
der illegal occupation
for decades and was
recently taken back into
government posses-
sion after completion
of legal formalities.

Officials said the
land was originally
leased in 1953 by the
forest department to
the education depart-

ment for establishing a
youth hostel for a pe-
tiod of 30 years, along
with construction of a
building.

However, after ex-
piry of the lease in
1987, the land was not
returned and remained
under llegal occupation
for around 39 years,
during which it was
commercially used un-
der the name “Destina-
tion Lodges™ and addi-
tional illegal structures
were constructed. The
forest department had
issued multiple notices
but the occupants had
obtained a stay order
from court, delaying
action.

Following dis-
missal of the stay or-
der after strong legal
pursuit under the su-
pervision of DFO
Murree, the depart-
ment immediately re-
trieved the land located
in Forest No 8. Resi-
dents appreciated the
operation and urged au-
thorities to utilize the
retrieved land for pub-
lic welfare, tourism
promotion and com-
munity facilities.

Pakistan steps up
diplomatic outreach
to promote regional

peace: FO

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan is making
strong diplomatic efforts
to promote peace in the
region, with Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif
holding contacts with
the leadership of Iran,
Saudi Arabia,

Qatar and other coun-
tries, the Foreign Office
said on Thursday.

During a media
briefing, Foreign Office
spokesperson Tahir
Hussain Andrabi said
President Recep Tayyip
Erdo%an  praised
Pakistan’s peace efforts,
while Turkey continues
to support Islamabad’s
diplomatic initiatives.

He added that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
welcomed Iran’s deci-
sion to send a delegation
to Islamabad.

The spokesperson
said the prime minister
also spoke with the lead-
ership of Iran and Saudi
Arabia, thanking Saudi
Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
for his continued sup-
port for Pakistan.

He noted that Paki-
stan and Saudi Arabia

share strong brotherly
ties and are strategic de-
fence partners.

He further said
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif met Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, with
Qatar’s leadership ap-

preciating Pakistan’s
Tolein reducing regional
tensions.

The prime minister
also held talks with the
President of the Euro-
pean Council, with both
sides stressing the im-
portance of dialogue and
diplomacy in resolving
complex issues.

The Foreign Office
reiterated that Pakistan
remains committed to
peace, maintaining dip-
lomatic engagement
with all parties, includ-
ing continued contacts
with the United States
and Iran,

while emphasizing
negotiations as the best
path to resolve disputes.

Separately, Pakistan
reaffirmed its support for
the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of Soma-
lia, stating that it consid-
ers Somaliland part of
Somalia.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Rawalpindi orders
intensified anti-dengue surveillance

RAWALPINDI
(INP): A meeting of
the District Emer-
gency and Response
Committee on dengue
was held at the Deputy
Commissioner Office
to review surveillance
and ongoing anti-den-
gue sures  in
Rawalpin

The meeting was
jointly chaired by Ad-
ditional Deputy Com-
missioner Headquar-
ters Abdul Rehman
Khan and Cabinet
Committee on Den-
gue member Dr
‘Waseem Akram, and
attended by officials of
all relevant depart-
ments.

Officia were
given a detailed brief-
ing on dengue situation,

g

surveillance and field
activities. Addressing
the meeting, Abdul
Rehman Khan di-
rected all departments
to enhance their field
presence and intensify
surveillance in high-
risk union councils,
warning that negli-
gence in anti-dengue
efforts would not be
tolerated.

Dr Waseem
Akram stressed the
need for stronger in-
ter-departmental co-
ordination and focused
action on hotspots,
saying timely response
and public awareness
were key to prevent-
ing the spread of den-
gue. According to the
briefing, a total 0f 933
cases had been re-

ported so far in 2026,
including one con-
firmed, 26 non-dengue
and 906 suspected

cases

Under indoor vec-
tor surveillance, over
1.6 million houses
were checked, with
larvae found in more
than 14,000 houses.
During outdoor sur-
veillance, over 598,000
locations were in-
spected, with more
than 2,000 positive
cases detected.

It was further in-
formed that sinc
April 13, over 345,000

ouses and more than
100,000 outdoor spots
had been monitored,
while over 1,000
teams were active
across the district.

From April 1 to
27, action was taken
on over 11,000 larvae-
related cases, with 98
percent addressed
promptly and only 2
percent pending.

Officials said 69
FIRs had been regis-
tered, 201 challans is-
and  fines
amounting to Rs.
224,500 imposed dur-
ing the ongoing cam-
paign.

The meeting di-
rected authorities to
further improve moni-
toring of hotspots and
coordination among
departments to effec-
tively curb dengue
spread. Citizens were
also urged to maintain
cleanliness and avoid
stagnant water.

BJP’s war crimes exposed: 40 civilians martyred
in Indian missile strikes in May 2025

women and 27 chil-
dren. Initial briefings
on 7 May reported 26
martyred and 46 in-
jured; numbers rose as
rescue and damage as-
sessment progressed.
ISPR  repeatedly
stressed that the strikes
deliberately targeted ci-
vilian infrastructure,
residential areas, homes
and places of worship
(mosques) rather than
any military or militant
sites.

India launched un-
provoked standoff mis-
sile attacks from its air-
space, deliberately tar-
geting mosques,
homes, and residential
areas. In Ahmedpur
East, a mosque strike
killed 13, including two
three-year-old girls and
ten members of one
family. In AJK’s
Khuiratta, a 40-day-old

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Pakistan has exposed
the BJP-led Indian
government’s barbaric
missile strikes on civil-
ian areas in Pakistan
and Azad Jammu &
Kashmir on May 6-7,
2025, martyring 40 ci-
vilians including 7
women and 15 chil-
dren, and injuring 121
others.

Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) under Di-
rector General Lt. Gen.
Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry laid bare the
barbaric reality of
India’s reprehensible
night assault. Consoli-
dated figures released
on 13 May 2025 con-
firm 40 civilians
martyred including 7
women and 15 children
and 121 civilians in-
jured, including 10

CNN visited strike
sites, debunking Indian
media’s “animated lies”
of hitting militant sites.

ISPR said the as-
saults reflect BJP’s fas-
cist strategy of target-
ing women, children,
and mosques for politi-
cal gain, while India
faces internal revolts in
Manipur, Nagaland, and
Naxalite zones.

UN experts in No-
vember 2025 also
raised alarm over In-
dian counter-terror op-

infant girl and her
mother were martyred
by shelling. Seven-
year-old Irtaza Abbas
Turi, son of Lt Col
Zaheer Abbas Turi,
was among the mar-
tyrs. ISPR said child
martyrs’ names were
inscribed on retaliatory
Al-Fateh missiles as a
symbol of resolve. The
attacks followed
India’s false-flag
Pahalgam incident and
suspension of the
Indus Waters Treaty in

April 2025 erations in IOJK post-

Pakistan re- Pahalgam, citing tor-
sponded with “Opera- ture, custody deaths,
tion Bunyanum and discrimination

Marsoos,” striking only
military targets.

he PAF shot
down Indian jets, in-
cluding Rafales, and 93
drones.  Global media
including BBC, Al
Jazeera, Reuters, and

against Kashmiris and
Muslims. Pakistan ex-
ercised restraint but
proved its deterrence,
ISPR said, adding “ev-
ery drop of innocent
Pakistani blood will be
avenged.” KMS-14K

Punjab jails to become

major reform initiative

LAHORE (INP): Signifi-
cant progress has been
achieved under the
Punjab Chief Minister’s
jail reforms agenda, un-
der which no inmate in
Punjab’s prisons will re-
‘main illiterate.

An adult literacy
programme has been
launched in all prisons
across Punjab. Chairman
Task Force Rana Man-
nan Khan and Interior
Secretary Dr Ahmed
Javed Qazi visited Dis-
trict Jail Lahore, where
literacy center class-
rooms for inmates were
inaugurated and interac-
tions were held with
teachers and students.
Special Secretary Interior
Zainab Khan, IG Prisons
Mian Farooq Nazir, Ad-
ditional Secretary Ro-
‘man Borana, DG Proba-
tion and Parole Shahid
Igbal, DG Literacy Asim
Javed, DIG Naveed Rauf,
Supcnmcndcm Zaheer
Warraich and other offi-
cials were also present.

A total of 176 lit-
eracy centers have been
established in 44 prisons
across Punjab, with
17,600 inmates currently

receiving education at
one time. Larger prisons
will have 15 literacy cen-
ters, while smaller pris-
ons will have four each.

Teachers and stu-
dents in jail literacy cen-
ters have been provided
special uniforms. Edu-
cated inmates have been
appointed as teachers in
these centers, and both
teachers and students
will receive remission in
their sentences for
teaching and learning.
The Literacy and Basic
Education Department
will also provide com-
pensation to prison
teachers. Chairman Task
Force Rana Manan
Khan said that Punjab’s
prisons are being trans-
formed into true reform
centers, adding that ev-
ery inmate will undergo
educational screening
upon entry. He said a
modern system has been
introduced for the sale
of products made by
prisoners in jail indus-
tries, and efforts are be-
ing made to reform of-
fenders through better
environment and train-
ing.

Shehbaz Sharif
launches 'PM's Apna
Ghar Scheme'

ISLAMABAD 321 billion rupees.
(INP): Prime Minis- He said over the
ter Muhammad next four years, the
Shehbaz Sharif has target is to build five
launched ~ 'Prime hundred thousand
Minister's Apna Ghar homes. He said the
Scheme' to provide people can construct
affordable loans tolow homes of up to ten
and middle-income marla under this
groups to own their scheme.
homes. Shehbaz Sharif

Addressing the expressed the confi-
launching ceremonyin  dence that this hous-
Islamabad , he stated ing scheme will give
that loans of up to ten  impetus to the indus-
million rupees will be tries and the economy,
made available under and open the doors for
this scheme, prosperity.

with a repayment The Prime Minis-
period of twenty ter said that he will
years. personally review the

He said for the scheme at least once
first ten years, the in a month to ensure
markup rate will be timely disbursements
five percent, after as well as remove ob-

which standard mar- stacles.

ket rates will apply for He assured the

the remaining period. procedure to obtain
The Prime Minis- loans under this

ter said the target of
fifty thousand homes
has been set for the
first year, with a fi-
nancing allocation of

scheme will be simple.

Earlier, the Prime
Ministeralso disbursed
cheques amongst the
successful applicants.

future for Pakistan's children.

ISLAMABAD : Federal Minister for Science and Technology Khalid Hussain Magsi met a high-level
UNICEF delegation led by H.E. Abdullah A. Fodil to discuss joint efforts for a healthier and lead-free

Pakistan customs launch first-ever TIR export
from Karachi to Kyrgyzstan

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Ina major step
toward expanding re-
gional trade connec-
tivity, Pakistan Cus-
toms has successfully
processed its first-ever

(Transports
Inlernallonaux
Routiers) export con-

sisted of assorted con-
sumer and personal
care products, includ-
ing oil, tea, henna,
herbs, cream, and
oap.

The cargo was
exported by Hemani
Group under the inter-
nationally recognised
signment from the Ex- TIR system, Gwadar
port Processing Zone Pro reported on
(EPZ), Thursday.

Karachi, to cials
Kyrgyzstan, opening
up a new overland
trade corridor to Cen-
tral Asia through Sost
Dry Port and China.

The milestone
shipment, valued at

s from Pa-
kistan Customs said in
a statement that the
consignment was pro-
cessed entirely
through the Pakistan
Single Window (PSW)
system, marking an-

significantly lowering
transport time and lo-
gistics costs.

The latest break-
through follows an-
other important devel-
opment last w
when Pakis
marked a milestone in
regional trade integra-
tion as the first-ever
shipment from
Kyrgyzstan success-
fully arrived at Sost
Dry Port via Chin:

Trade official
said the successful in-
bound movement
demonstrated the vi-
ability of the emerging
Pakistan-China-Cen-

digitisation drive.

The Export Pro-
cessing Zone was ac-
tivated as a TIR sta-
tion for the first time,
enabling exporters
based in the zone to
dispatch goods directly
under the TIR frame-
work.

All required Elec-
tronic Pre-Declara-
tions (EPD) were
completed in advance
to ensure seamless
border movement and
reduce delays during
transit.

The TIR system
allows sealed cargo to
move across multiple

[iISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister's youth programme while signed a letter of intent with
akistan Olympic Association on behalf of Prime Minister's Youth programme.

countries with minimal
customs intervention,

$59,314 and weighing
23.9 metric tons, con-

tral Asia logistics cor-
ridor inboth directions.

other advancement in
the country’s customs
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Governor Balochistan Pays Tribute to Workers on International

Labour Day Calls for Dignity and Economic Empowerment

QUETTA: Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail,

Governor of

Balochistan, paid rich
tribute to workers and
farmers on the occa-
sion of International
Labour Day, recogniz-
ing their vital role in na-
tion-building and eco-
nomic development.

In his message,
the Governor stated
that hardworking indi-
viduals are a proud
workforce that builds
nations, fulfills the
needs of populations,
and leads societies
from hardship to
progress.

He emphasized
that the contributions
and sacrlfces of la-
borers and farmers
provide a strong foun-
dation for both the
economy and social
structure.

Backbone of Eco-
nomic Growth
Mandokhail high-
lighted that workers
and farmers tirelessly
contribute to the de-
velopment of cities,
villages, agriculture,
and industries.

He  described
them as the backbone
of sustainable eco-

velopment is increas-
ingly driven by trade,
industry, and innova-
tion.

Efforts are being
made to improve ba-
sic facilities and em-
power individuals eco-
nomically so they can
acuve]y participate in

nomic growth, noting rooted in Islamic
that without their ef- teachings, provide
forts, progress and de- clear guidance on re-
v(.lopm(.nl would re- specting labor, treating
main unattainable. workers with dignity,
Commitment to and ensuring fair and
Workers” Dignity On timely wages.

Vision for the Fu-
ture (oncludmg his

Deputy Commissioner Sohbatpur
Reviews School Development
Projects Under BSDI Scheme

SOHBATPUR: In line
with the vision of the
Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Fareeha
Tareen conducted a de-
tailed inspection of on-
going development
projects at Government
Boys High School
Sohbatpur under the
Balochistan Social De-
velopment Initiative.

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner
closely reviewed con-
struction work, ongoing
development activities,
and the provision of
educational and basic
facilities.

She received a com-
prehensive briefing from
relevant officials and en-
gincering staff and as-
sessed the progress of
various projects in de-
tail.

sound engineering prac-
tices.

She made it clear
that negligence, delays,
or substandard work
would not be tolerated
under any circum-
stances.

Focus on Improv-
ing Educational Infra-
structure The Deputy

Transparency and Pub-

lic Welfare Tareen fur-
ther highlighted the
need to ensure quality,
speed, and transparency
in all development
projects, along with re-
sponsible and efficient
use of public resources.

She stressed that
the benefits of welfare
] o

Emphasis on Qual-

Timely
(,ompleuon Expressmg
overall
the pace of work,
Farecha Tarcen directed

stated

lhal in lmc wnh the > pro-
vincial g ’s vi-
sion, providing quality
ic facilities in educa-

prujccls must reach the
public in a timely and
transparent manner to
achieve their intended
goals and strengthen

message,
pledged to build a fu-
ture where the contri-
butions of workers are
fully recognized and
where every laborer
and farmer can live
with dignity, security,
and hope.

International Labour Focus on Employ- Jite
Day, the Governor ment and Opportuni-
called for a rencwed ties He reaffirmed the
commitment to uphold government’s com-
the dignityand respect mitment to working
of the working class. alongside the public to
He said that na- create new employ-
tional values, deeply ment opportunities.

Need for Collec-
tive Efforts The Gov-
ernor stressed that
real change requires
collective action. In
today’s rapidly evolv-
ing world, national de-

tional institutions and public trust.
and contractors to en- upgrading infrastruc- The visit reflects
sure that all projects are  ture to meet modern stan- the district

completed within the
stipulated timelines. She
stressed that develop-
ment work must adhere
to high-quality stan-
dards, transparency, ef-
fective monitoring, and

dards is a top priority.  administration’s commit-
h ized the i ing ed

cationii and
ensuring effective imple-
mentation of develop-
ment initiatives in
Sohbatpur.

of creating a
safe, conducive, and
progressive learning en-
vironment for students.

Commitment to

Khali Kacheri in Kharan: Provincial Minister Announces

Upgradation of Local Bodies and Strlct Actlon Agamst Crlme

KHARAN: An impor-
tant open court was held
in Kharan under the
chairmanship of Mir
Shuaib Jan Nosherwani,
in line with his develop-
ment vision for the re-
gion.

The session was at-
tended by Deputy Com-
‘missioner Munir Ahmed
Somro, Commandant
Kharan Rifles Colonel
Bilal Shaukat, officials

tration heads, tribal el-
ders, local representa-
tives, and leaders of vari
ous political parties.

Focus on Law and
Order During the meet-
ing, participants dis-
cussed the overall law
and order situation in
Kharan.

Provincial
Minister stated that the

dailde
In a major announ
ment, the Provincial
Minister declared that
Kharan town will be up-
graded to a Municipal
Corporation, while
Musakhel Qalat will be
Citizens shared granted the status of a
suggestions regarding Municipal Committee.
development priorities He said these steps
and municipal services, would serve as a mile-
including sanitation is- stone for urban devel-
sues in the city. opment, improved local
Upgradation of Lo-  governance, and better
cal Bodies Announced public service delivery

development of Kharan

has remained his top pri-

ority from day one, em-

phasizing that peace is

csscnual for job creation  and the Balochistan S

and economic prosper- Development Initi:
tive.

open court also included
discussions on ongoing
development projects,
development schemes,

in the region.
Commitment to Sta-
bility and Development
Nosherwani reaffirmed
that maintaining peace
and ensuring good gov-
ernance remain essential
for sustainable develop-
ment.
He stressed that
stronger municipal sys-
tems would directly ben-
efit citizens and improve
living standards across
the area.

criminal elements, stat-
ing that those disturb-
ing peace would not be
given any leniency.
Development and
Public Feedback The

Open Court Held in Mekhtar, Deputy Commissioner
Loralai Orders ImmedlateActlon on Public Issues

LORALALI: Acom-
prehensive open court
(Khuli Kachehri) was or-
ganized in Mekhtar un-
der the supervision of
the district administra-
tion of Loralai, where
Captain (R) Muhammad
Haseeb Shuja directly
listened to public com-
plaints and issued on-
the-spot directives for
their resolution.

The initiative aimed
itizens with
to govern-
ment officials and ensure
swift and effective han-
dling of their concerns.

Immediate Action
on Public Complaints
Deputy Commissioner
Haseeb Shuja empha-
sized that delays in ad-
dressing public griev-
ances would not be tol-
erated.

He directed all rel-
evant departments to
ensure prompt action on
received applications
and stated that the di
trict administration is

oy 1
utilizing all available re- - strong example of coor-
sources tomaximize pub-  dinated governance and
lic relief. institutional collabora-
Broad Participation tion.
from Oﬁicid]s and Com-
munity The st
attended by FC Colone]
Col. Hasnain, SSP Dr.
Fahad Ahmed Addi-
tional Deputy Commis:
sioner General Noor Ali
Kakar, Assistant Com-
oner Yahya Khan,
presentatives ofpolm-
L(Il parties, tribal elders,
officials from various
departments, and con-
struction company rep-
resentatives.
Their joint presence
was described as a

water*Upgrading drain-
age and sanitation sys-
tems Expansion of edu-
cation and healthcare
facilities Creation of em-
ployment opportunities
Public Issues High-
lighted Citizens raised
several pressing con-
cerns, including:
Unannounced elec-
tricity load shedding
Shortage of clean drink-
ing water Poor road con-
ditions Inadequate sani-
tation services Shortage
of teachers in public
schools Lack of medi-
cines in basic health
units Rising unemploy-
ment Delays and ineffi-

ciency in government
offices Directives for
Improvement  The
Deputy Commissioner
instructed relevant au-
thorities to prioritize im-
provements in essential
sectors such as water,
health, and education.
Municipal bodies were
directed to take emer-
gency measures to im-
prove sanitation and
drainage systems. He
warned that negligence
in public service would
not be tolerated and that
strict action would be
taken gainst
undcrpcrformmg offi-
cials.

Focus on Develop-
ment Planning (BSDI
Phase IlT)**A key focus
of the open court was
gathering public input
for the Balochistan So-
cial Development Initia-
tive. Participants re-
viewed the achieve-
ments of previous
phases and discussed
planning for the upcom-
ing phase (2026-27).
Key proposals in-
cluded: Tmprovement of
urban infrastructure Pro-
vision of clean drinking

BEEF Announces Out-of-Province Scholarship Scheme
2025-26 for Talented Students, Says CEO Khalid Mandai

QUETTA : Khalid
Mandai, Chief Executive
Officer of the
Balochistan Education
Endowment Fund, an-
nounced that under the
vision of Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti, providing
access to top educa-
tional  institutions
across Pakistan for tal-
ented students remains
atop priority.

He made these re-
‘marks while introducing
the Out-of-Province
Scholarship Scheme
2025-26", aimed at sup-
porting deserving stu-
dents from Balochistan.

Scholarship Details
According to Khalid
Mandai, the scheme will

will be evaluated, and
MS/MPhil candidates
will also be assessed
based on coursework
and research perfor-
mance.

Eligibility Criteria

bridging, or lateral entry
programs, will not be eli-
gible.

‘Application Pro-
cess Applicants are re-
quired to submit all nec-
essary dmumcms

IFAD Delegation Meets Deputy
Commissioner Kachhi to Explore
Rural Development Opportunities

KACHHI : Ahigh-level
delegation from Interna-
tional Fund for Agricul-
tural Development
(IFAD), led by Dr.
Muhammad Afzal, met
with MumtazAli Khetran
in Kachhi District to ex-
plore avenues for rural
and community-based
development projects.
he meeting was
held as an introductory
session aimed at assess-
ing collaboration oppor-
tunities to promote s
tainable development
initiatives in the district.
Multi-Sector Devel-
opment Discussions
During the meeting, the
D mission held de-
tailed discussions with
heads of various gov-
ernment departments,
including agriculture, ir-
rigation, livestock, pub-
lic health engineering
(PHE), communications
and works (C&W),
health, and education.
Participants re-

Labour Day
Celebrated
at Barkhan
School with
Ceremony and

Awareness Rally

BARKHAN : Adig-
nified ceremony was
held at Government
Boys Model High
School Barkhan to mark
International ~ Labour
Day, paying tribute to
the contributions of the
working class.

The event was at-
tended by Assistant
Commissioner
Hussamuddin Kakr as
the chief gue:

viewed departmental across these sectors.
performance, key chal- Emphasis on Com-
lenges, development pri- munity-Based Develop-
orities, and major issues ment Special emphasi

d by the local popu-  was placed on commu-
lation. nity-based development

Key Areas of Focus  models, which involve
The IFAD delegation local populationsin plan-
identified several prior- ningand implementation
ity sectors for develop- processes to ensure
ment in Kachhi, includ-  sustainable and long-
ing: Increasing agricul- termimpact. Government
tural productivity Pro- Support and Future Out-
viding quality seedsand  look. Deputy Comm
modern farming tech- sioner Mumtaz Ali
nologies Ensuring ac- Khetran welcomed the
cess o clean drinking IFAD delegation and as-
water Improving nutri- sured full cooperation
tion standards Con- from the district admin-
structing water storage istration to effectively
ponds Upgrading rural - implement development
infrastructure, espe- initiatives. He expressed
cially farm-to-market optimism that the col-
roads Strengthening the laboration would not
ivestock sector En- onlycreate employment
hancing healthcare and opportunities in rural ar-
education facilities. The = eas but also improve a
delegation expres: cess to basic services
commitment to provid- and significantly en-
ing both technical and hance the overall qua
financial support to ac- ity of life for residents of
celerate dcvclopmcm the district.

pd s
cluded District Educa-
tion Officer Naveed
Latif, Principal Mir Hazar
Khan, Deputy District
Officer Boys Schools

Tariq Mahmood
Khetran,

DSP Barkhan, Dis-
trict Social Welfare Of-
ficer Paind Khan, and
District Population Wel-
fare  Officer  Eid
Muhammad Khetran,
along with teachers, stu-
dents, and members of
the public.

Speakers Highlight
Importance of Workers
Speakers emphasized
that Labour Day serves
as a reminder of the val-
ues of hard work, hon-

He stated that appli- cluding ed cer-
cants must: Hold a do- tificates, domicile, CNIC,
micile of istan“Be  and recent

enrolled in a public sec-
tor or BEEF-approved
private insti out-
side Balochistan Secure
at least 60% marks or a
minimum 3.0 GPA/CGPA
Be included in the merit
list of their respective
stitution He clarified
that students already re-
ceiving other scholar-
ships, as well as those

Applications must be
submitted through their

respecti
rather than directly to
Balochistan Education
Endowment  Fund.
Commitment to Educa-
tional Reform Mandai re-
affirmed that under the
Chief Minister’s vision,
revolutionary steps are
being taken in the edu-

based on FA/FSc annual
results (2023-2025),
while higher semesters
will consider relevant
CGPA scores.

For Master’s pro-
grams, semester-wise

provide merit-based
scholarships for: BS /
Professional (4 & S-year
programs) Master’s (2-
year programs) MS /
MPhil programs He ex-
plained that selection for

esty, and p

They noted that
workers form the back-
bone of any socicty, and
their tireless efforts
drive national progress
and development.

Student  Perfor-
mances and Awarenes:
Students actively par
ticipated by delivering
speeches and perform-
ing national songs.

The event also
highlighted workers’
rights, welfare, and their

RO ega s

2

BS programs will be academic performance enrolled in 2-year BS, cation sector.

vital role in society.
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Fuel hits Rs400 per litre as govt passes on global impact

NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment on Thursday
raised petrol and diesel
prices while simulta-
neously extending fuel
subsidies for motorcy-
clists and the transport
sector, seeking to cush-
ion the impact of rising
global ol costs on vul-
nerable consumers.

With the concur-
rence of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF), the Shehbaz
Sharif government has
increased the prices of
petrol and diesel by
Rs6.51 and Rs19.39 per
litre, respectively, with
immediate effect for the
week ending May 8.

During a virtual
meeting on Thursday,
the IMF was informed
that Pakistan was well
placed to achieve its pe-
troleum levy target of
Rs1.468 trillion, as collec-
tions over 10 months had
already exceeded the
target for 11 months.

The two sides
agreed to keep the p
‘mary balance target sac-
rosanct and achieve it at
all costs, even if further
cuts in the Public Sector

evelopment
Programme (PSDP) were
required, informed
sources said.

Payments to inde-
pendent power produc-
ers would continue in
line with agreed sched-
ules to avoid any issues
ahead of the IMF execu-

tive board meeting on
May 8, which is ex-
pected to approve dis-
bursement of more than
$1.2 billion under two
ongoing programmes.
Unlike announce-
ments made by the prime
minister during price re-
ductions, the latest in-
crease was discreetly is-
sued by the Petroleum

Division at midnight.
The ex-depot price
of high-speed diesel
(HSD) was fixed at
Rs399.58 per litre, up
from Rs380.19, reflecting
an increase of Rs19.39 or
about five per cent.
Diesel had earlier
declined from a peak of
Rs520.35 on April 10 af-
ter a removal of the pe-

troleum levy, but has
since been rising again,
HSD is considered
highly inflationary
‘mainly due to its use in
freight transportation.
Similarly, the ex-d
pot price of petrol was
set at Rs399.86 per litre,
up from Rs393.35, show-
ingan increase of Rs6.51
or 1.65pc. Petrol and

HSD remain major rev-
enue generators, with
combined monthly sales
of 700,000 to 800,000
tonnes compared to
about 10,000 tonnes of
kerosene demand.
Although the ex-
depot prices remain mar-
ginally below Rs400 per
litre, the actual retail
prices at petrol pumps,

after including dealer
margins and other
charges, have effec-
tively crossed the Rs400
mark.Fuel subsidy
Separately, PM
Shehbaz decided to ex-
tend the fuel subsidy for
motorcyclists as well as
public and goods trans-
porters by one month.
According to a

statement issued by the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), the decision was
aimed at continuing re-
lief for economically vul-
nerable segments during
the ongoing crisis. The
prime minister also di-
rected transporters not
to increase fares and di-
rected authorities to en-
sure effective monitor-

ing of the relief mea-
sures.

““The people will not
be left alone under any
circumstances,” the pre-
mier said, expressing
hope that the regional
situation would improve
soon, allowing fuel
prices to stabili

The subsidies were
part of targeted relief
measures announced
earlier this month for bik-
ers, farmers and trans-
porters to offset the im-
pact of rising global oil
prices amid the US-Israel
war on Iran. These in-
cluded a subsidy of
Rs100 per litre for two-
wheeler users, capped at
20 litres per month for
three months.

Additionally, trucks
carrying 80-85pc of food
items would receive
Rs70,000 per month,
large transport vehicles
Rs80,000 per month, and
inter-city public service
vehicles Rs100,000 per
month to help maintain
stable fares.

The provinces have
taken the lead in admin-
istering subsidised fuel
quotas, pooling around
Rs200bn for three
months based on their
National Finance Com-
mission (NFC) shares —
about Rs100bn from
Punjab, Rs51-52bn from
Sindh, Rs15bn from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and Rs8-9bn  from
Balochistan.

Energy minister announces end of load
management across the country

NEWS DESK:Energy
Minister Awais Leghari
on Friday announced
the end of load manage-
ment across the country
following the arrival of
liquefied natural gas
(LNG) cargoes.

In a video message
posted on the minister's
X account, Leghari re-
called that around two
weeks ago, consumers
had faced load shed-
ding due to a shortage
of gas supply. On April
137and 14, up to five
hours of load shedding
had to be carried out.
However, there was no
load management from
April 17 to 19, while from
April 191029, load shed-
ding was reduced to two
to two-and-a-half hours.

He said the recent
electricity shortfall and
scheduled load shed-
ding experienced earlier
this month were not due
to any technical failure
or inability to generate
power, but because of
temporary fuel supply
constrainis.

“After six to seven
years, when Nawaz
Sharif’s government
ended load shedding,
this is happening for the
first time,” he said.

He said the gas
shortage was caused by
disruptions in LNG sup-
plies amid the ongoing
US-Iran conflict, noting

that expensive alterna-
tive fuels such as diesel
and furnace oil could
have been used to elimi-
nate load shedding, but
this would have placed
an additional financial
burden on consumers.

He said the country
had been forced to rely
on expensive alterna-
tives such as diesel and
furnace oil to meet de-
mand, warning that this
would have increased
electricity costs for con-
sumers.

The minister said
additional gas supplies,
which were purchased
on spot rates, had ar-
rived. The minister

added that hydropower
generation had in-
creased significantly,
rising from around 1,000
megawatt to 6,000MW,
helping improve supply
levels.

The minister said
that LNG cargoes had
now reached Pakistan,
improving fuel availabil-
ity for power plants.
“After this, load shed-
ding has now ended,” he
said, expressing hope
that the country would
no longer face sched-
uled outages.

He also dismissed
claims about installed
capacity shortages, say-
ing Pakistan’s total gen-

eration capacity was
around 32,000MW, not
46 000MW as claimed

some critics. He
addcd that hydropower
output varied season-
ally, affecting overall
supply.

He said that the
government had to run
furnace oil-based plants
to overcome the short-

but efforts would
continue to protect con-
sumers from expensive
electricity. “With timely
measures, we are hope-
ful that the public will
not face load shedding
in the coming days,” he
added.

FBR's tax shortfall hits Rs683b

NEWS DESK:The Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) has allowed Paki-
stan to pass on the im-
pact of the remaining
agreed Rs33-per-litre in-
crease in petroleum levy
in two phases, as the tax
shortfall of the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
has further widened to
Rs683 billion in this fis-
cal year.

According to an
earlier understanding,
the entire increase had
to be recovered from
consumers from May 1.
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif asked his eco-
nomic team to seck any
possible relaxation with-
out compromising the
approval of $1.2 billion
loan tranches on May 8.

With tax revenues
going down, the pres-
sure on the government
toincrease the levy rates
has been on the rise,
aimed at ensuring that
the primary budget sur-
plus targef agreed with
the lender remains on
track.

As a result of the
new understanding
reached with the IMF,
the government on
Thursday reintroduced
aroughly Rs29-per-litre
levy on diesel but cut the
tax on petrol by roughly
Rs4 per litre.

The new levy rate
for petrol is Rs103.5 per
litre. After these adjust-
ments, the prices of both

iesel and petrol were
again increased.

According to an
agreement with the IMF,
Pakistan is required to
impose Rs80-per-litre
petroleum levy on both
diesel and petrol. The
government was already
charging Rs107.4-per-li-
tre levy.

Due to fluctuations
in international market
prices and the need to
increase the levy, petrol
and diesel prices are set
torise significantly.

The prices are al-
ready out of reach of

\.\\\\\

TAX

SHORTFALL _
—_

many Pakistanis and
they face a double-
edged sword of increase
in rates as well as taxes.
PM  Sharif had
asked the finance minis-
try to get whatever pos-
sible relief from the IMF.
The global lender has
agreed to give only tem-
porary reliefby allowing
the recovery of the re-
‘maining Rs33 perlitre in
two phases, said the of-
icials. The remaining
levy is likely to be in-
creased next week; irre-
spective of whether glo-
bal prices go down or
ot.
The government is
facing huge challenges
inmeeting the FBR's tar-

gets whereas the levy
collection is exceeding
the annual target. During
the first 10 months of
this fiscal year, the levy
collection amounted to
over Rs1.330trillion. The
annual target is Rs1.468
rillion.

Compared to this,
the FBR received
Rs10.26 trillion in taxes
for the July-April period
of fiscal year 2025-26,
facing a huge shortfall.
There was a shortfall of
about Rs683 billion com-
pared to the downward
revised target.

The IMF has al-
ready refused to further
slash the annual target
of Rs13.98 trillion.

SBP reserves jump $730m
on Eurobond

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
foreign exchange re-
serves held by the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
increased by $730 million
during the week ended
April 24, 2026, sup-
ported primarily by Eu-
robond proceeds.
According to data
released on Thursday,
the SBP's reserves
climbed to $15.83 billion,
reflecting an improve-
ment in the country's
ternal liquidity position
after recent pressure
when the UAE withdrew
its holdings amid s
ing geopolitical align-
ments in the Middle East
in the wake of Israel-US
war on Iran. The overall
liquid foreign reserves
held by the country
stoodat $21.27 billion. In
addition to the SBP's
$15.83 billion, the net
foreign reserves held by
commercial banks stood
at$5.44 billion.
Furthermore, the
Pakistani rupee edged
up 0.01% to close at
278.77 against the US
dollar in the inter-bank
market on Thursday,
gaining Rs0.03 from
Wednesday's close at
278.80, while the dollar
hovered near more than
atwo-week high.
Meanwhile, gold
prices in Pakistan moved
higher, tracking gains in
the international market,
as a softer US dollar and
easing oil prices sup-
ported bullion, though
lingering inflation cor

NEWS DESK:The
Arif Habib-led con-
sortium has estab-
lished a special pur-
pose vehicle, PIA Eq-
uity Ltd (PTAEL), to
complete its acquisi-
tion of Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines, Arif
Habib Corporation
Ltd (AHCL) an-
nounced on Thursday.
The consortium

submitted a
standby letter of credit
and a bank guarantee
to the Privatisation

Commission for the

cerns tied to the Middle
East conflict kept the
metal on course for a
second consecutive
monthly decline.

In the local market,
the price of gold per tola
surged by Rs4,400 to
settle at Rs48. 2, ac-
cording to rates issued
by the All-Pakistan Gems
nnd Jewellers Sarafa As-
sociation. Similarly, the
price of 10-gram gold
rose by Rs3,772 to
Rs414.,919.

The increase fol-
lows a sharp decline in
the previous session,
when gold per tola had
dropped by Rs5,500 to
close at Rs479,562, high-
lighting ongoing volatil-
ityin the bullion market.
On Thursday, silver
prices also edged higher,
gaining Rs55 to reach

acquisition of the re-
maining 25 per cent
shares of PIA.

The consortium
has already acquired a
75pc stake in Pakistan
International Airlines
Corporation  Ltd
(PIACL) for Rsl135
billion, while the re-
maining 25pc will cost
Rs45bn.

The consomum is
expected to c
full ownership wnhm
the next 12 months

upon completion of

payments.

Rs7,821 per tola.

In the international
market, spot gold rose
1.6% to $4,615.50 per
ounce by midday trad-
ing, recovering from a
one-month low hit a day
earlier, as reported by
Reuters. Market partici-
pants attributed the re-
bound to a weaker dol-
lar, which typically
‘makes gold more attrac-
tive for investors hold-
ing other currencies,
alongside easing crude
oil prices that helped
temper inflation expecta-
tions.

Adnan Agar, Direc-
tor at Interactive Com-
modities, noted that the
‘market showed signs of
recovery after testing
lower levels. On
Wednesday,  gold

touched a low 0 $4,509,

PIA Equity Ltd’s
sharcholding com-
prises Arif Habib Cor-

Ltd, Fatima

Ltd, Lake City Hold-
ings, AKD Group, The
City School Group,
and Fauji Fertiliser
Company Ltd.

PIAEL will act as
the central platform
for the acquisition and
future management of
PIACL,

bringing together
institutional investors
under a unified struc-

but on Thursday it re-
bounded to a high of
$4,646and was later hov-
ing around $4,616, he
id.He added that the
market's near-term dire
tion hinges on its ability
to sustain levels above
$4,600. "If gold closes
above $4,600, it could
maintain upward mo-
mentum. Otherwise,
strong support exists
round $4,

and reverse,"
plained.

Meanwhile, global
financial institutions
continue to flag mixed
signals for bullion. The
Bank of England has
warned that the Iran
conflict could exacer-
bate inflation risks, com-
plicating the outlook for
rate cuts.

Agar ex-

ture.

The management
changes and full pri-
vate control was ex-
pected by early next
month, freeing the air-
line from government-
appointed board mem-
bers.

Thousands  of
workers of PIA could
be problematic for the
new management as
there is r ance
among the workers
regarding complete
privatisation as their
jobs may be at stakes.
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Arsenal, Atletico trade penalties in Champions League semi-final draw

NEWS DESK:Julian
Alvarez’s penalty se-
cured Atletico Madrid a
1-1 draw against Arsenal
in a nervy Champions
League sémi-final first
leg clash on Wednes-
day.

Viktor Gyokeres
sent the Premier League
leaders ahead from the
spot just before the in-
terval after he was
fouled, but Alvarez fol-
lowed suit 10 minutes
into the second half af-
ter Ben White’s hand-
ball.

Arsenal were upset
ata late penalty decision
being overturned fol-
lowing a VAR review
when David Hancko
made contact with
Eberechi Eze in the area.

“I'mincredibly fum-
ing,” said Arsenal coach
Mikel Arteta. “It’s a clear
and very obvious pen-
alty. What I'm incredibly
fuming about is how the
hell the penalty on Ebs
gets ¢ uvcrtumcd ”

f you have to
walch it 13
times. .. That’s a goal that
can change the course of
the season. This cannot
happen.”

Atletico had the
better for long periods
but Arsenal’s solid de-
fending helped them
leaye the Spanish capi-
tal in a good position to
return to the Champions
League final 20 years af-
ter lhclr last appearance.

ere, you have to
suffer,” Arteta told
Movistar. “Many teams
have suffered here, in-
cluding some of the best

in the world. We had
some good moments in
the match and moments
where we had to suffer.
The margins are very
slim.”

Atletico captain
Koke said his side could
be proud of how they
played in the second

“From my point of
view they didn’t create
much danger against
us... the team defended
well and they just had
that penalty.”

What the game
lacked in the dizzying
goal rush of Paris Saint-
Germain’s 5-4 win over
Bayern Munich in the
other semi-final the
night before, it replaced
with tension and a des-
peration not to fall be-
hind.

Toilet paper rained
down from the stands of
the Metropolitano sta-
dium minutes before
kick-off,

in a striking — if
wasteful — display,
which invited cynical
jokes from some quarters
about the calibre of the
spectacle ahead.

In a tussle between
arguably the continent’s
two biggest teams never
tolay a finger on the tro-
phy neither wanted to

“We were the team
we have to be — if we
play at this level we can
win,” Koke told
Movistar.

loping it past Jan Oblak,
who dived the right way
but stood no chance of
keepingit out.
TLETICO
BATTLE BACK

‘Three-time runners-
up Atletico, back in the
semi-finals for the first
time in nine ye-a-rs, came
out guns blazing in the
second half.

Raya saved
Ademola Lookman’s
drive with Gabriel block-
ing Griezmann’s follow-

up.

The hosts pulled
level from the penalty
spot after White handled
Marcos Llorente’s shot,
the ball bouncing up and
hitting his arm, which
was away from his body.

Alvarez took it, and
having missed in
Atletico’s Copa del Rey
final shoot-out defeat
carlier in April, this time
made no mistake with an
unforgiving blast rival-
ling Gyokeres’s first-half
effort.

MLS-bound
Griezmann looped a
shot off the crossbar and
then sent the rebound
off target as Atletico
turned the screw in pur-
suit of an advantage to
take into next Tuesday’s
second leg.

“This is what we
have to do in the away
game,” said Griezmann.
“(The second half) was
much better in terms of
intensity.”

“Whether you’re at
home or at the ground,
it’ll be a nail-biter but
that’s the beauty of foot-
ball.

blink first. starting on Arsenal’s
Atletico still have right flank with Bukayo
an old-style defensive Saka only fit for the
reputation but pinned bench, hammered ju:l
Arteta’s miserly Arsenal  wide as last year’s
back in the early stages, beaten_semi-finalists
with David Raya tipping ~ sporadically emerged
Alvarez’s shot around  from their half.
the post. The next time they
The Gunners, a did, Gyokeres wona pen-
long way from Arteta’s alty The Swedish striker,
eve-of-the-game de- who might not have
mand they dominate started if Kai Havertz
proceedings, looked to had been fit, exchanged
smash and grab. passes with Martin
Noni Madueke, Zubimendiand Hancko

clumsily shoved him in
the back from behind.

ARSENAL'S Viktor
Gyokeres (L) celebrates
with team-mates after
scoring against Atletico
Madrid. P

Diego Simeone and
Atletico veteran
Antoine Griezmann
begged for the decision
to be reviewed but VAR
saw no reason to inter-
vene.

yokeres took the

spot-kick himself, wal-

Afghan women footballers celebrate
'historic moment'

with team members also
relocating to Europe,
Britain and the United
States.

Women in Afghani-
stan are banned from
participating in sport,
and the Taliban authori-
ties have shut down
clandestine exercise
groups held behind
closed doors.

A team of Afghan
refugee players was
formed between Europe
and Australia, playing
their first international
matches at the FIFA
Unites: Women's Series

NEWS DESK:A FIFA
rule change allowing
Afghanistan's women
footballers to compete in
official matches isa "
toric moment" and "b:
sic human right", former
captain Khalida Popal
told AFP on Thursday.

Afghanistan will in
future be eligible to
qualify for the Women's
World Cup and the
Olympics, something
Popal said was the cul-
mination of a "long
fight".

"I woke up_ this
morning imagining a
young Afghan girl open-
ing her eyes and saying,
T've got the right to
play’. This is a basic hu-

last year in Morocco.
The team could not
play official competi-
tions because FIFArules
previously required the
approval of the Taliban-

that may be unable to
register a national team,

“It has been a long
fight but we are so grate-
ful this history is made
not only for the women

fghanistan," said
Popal,

"No team, if they
face a situation like us,
will suffer what we have
sacrificed and suffered."

Afghanistan's
women footballers hope
to build an internation-
ally competitive team
drawing from players
scattered across the
globe, she said.

Football Federation.

The FIFA amend-
ment this week allows
the official recognition
of the Afghanistan team
through agreement be-
tween FIFA and the
Asian Football Confed-
eration.

Tt will also apply to
other teams in excep-
tional circumstances

man ight," Popal said
from Copenhagen.
She added: "It's

fantastic news, it's a his-
toric moment we are try-
ing to absorb."

The Afghanistan
‘Women's National Team
was founded by Popal
and other players in
2007 in Kabul.

After the Taliban
authorities retook power
in 2021, about 100 play-
ers and family were
evacuated to
Melbourne in Australia,

Antonelli bids for F1 hat-trick

NEWS DESK:ltalian ‘ '

teenager Kimi Antonelli,
the youngest champi-
onship leader in F1 hi
tory, will seek to com-
plete a hat-trick of early
season victories this
weekend as Formula One
returns after a month's
enforced absence due to
the Middle East war.

The 19-year-old
Mercedes driver, trium-
phant in China and Ja-
pan, leads team-mate
George Russell, who
won the season-open-
ing Australian race, by
nine points ahead of
what is effectively the
start of another season,
complete with revised
rules and widespread car
upgrades, at the Miami
Grand Prix.

"After a month
without any racing, we
are ready to get back on
track," said Mercedes
team chief Toto Wolff.
"We've used this break
to analyse the opening
races, address our weak-
nesses and rase our
level.

"We've started the
season well, but that
counts for very little if
you stand still.

‘We know our com-
petitors will have used
this time to improve and
build a deeper under-

team-mate Oscar Piastri.

'Completely new
car' They will harbour
hopes of claiming points
too with success in
Saturday's sprint race,
won last year by Norris,
but Ferrari arée widely
expected to be strong
contenders too as they
arrive in Miami, like
McLaren,

who are bringing an
almost "completely new
car”, with a heavily re-
vised package.
"It was one of our
best tracks for pure pace,
comparcd to others, last

duce ddngcrou; speed
ifferentia

He sdld the revised
rules would "respect the
DNA of our sport" and
deliver an improved
spectacle without any
significant reduction to
Mercedes' early-season
performance advantage.
or Mercedes, this
Sunday's race is an op-
portunity for a first win
in Florida since the
event was launched five
years ago.
It has been won
twice by four-time cham-
ion Max Verstappen for
Red Bull and twice by
McLaren with a win
apiece for world cham-

we expect the field to be
closer in Miami.

"That's the reality
of F1 —its a chnl]enge
we must rise t

Antonelli's early tri-
umphs made him the first
Italian driver since
Alberto Ascari in 1953 to
win two consecutive
races. Ascari completed
his treble that season.

olff also ad-
dressed the tweaks to
the regulations to be in-
troduced in Miami,
aimed at making the cars
and the spectacle more
natural

with reduced bat-

t's a different track
and it may still suit us a

tery re-charging in quali-
fying and increased su-

standing of their cars so little more than others."

ipping power to re-

pion Lando Norris and

Saudi wealth fund to cut LIV golf
funding after 2026 season

NEWS DES audi
Arabia’s Public Invest-
ment Fund (PIF) is cut-

its transition from a
foundational launch
phase to a diversified,

“The substantial in-
vestment required by
LIV Golf over a longer

ing complex situations
and unlocking value for
global organizations, to

ting funding for the termisnolonger consis- multi-partnerinvestment guide the league
breakaway LIV Golf tent with the current model.” through its next phase.”
league after the 2026 phase of PIF’s invest- There was also no statement

mention in the LIV state-
ment of PIF governor
Yasir Al-Rumayyan, who
co-founded the dissi-
dent league.

The statement sim-
ply mentioned two new
board members, Gene
Davis and Jon Zinman,
had joined.

LV (JU“ described
the duo as “seasoned
experts with proven
track records of navigat-

confirmed rumours,
which had circulated for
several weeks, that the
breakaway tour was on
the verge of collapse
due to the possible with-
drawal of the Saudi fi-
nancing.

LIV’s deep-pock-
eted backers in Riyadh
were rumoured to have
cooled on the extrava-
gantly expensive
project.

ment strategy.”

The spokesman
went on to say the deci-
sion had been made in
light of “PIF’s invest-
ment priorities and cur-
rent macro dynamics”.

LIV said earlier on
Thursday it was search-
ing for new financial
backers. The golf league
said it was looking to
secure “long-term finan-
cial partners to support

season, a spokesperson
from the fund told AFP
on Thursday.

The announcement
came hours after LIV
Golf, founded in 2021 as
arival to the PGA Tour,
said it was seeking to
secure *“lon;

It has reportedly
cost PIF over $5 billion
so far to operate the se-
ries after signing many
of the world’s top play-
ers including Major win-
ners Bryson
DeChambeau and Span-
iard Jon Rahm.

Saudi’s powerful
wealth fund, however,
said funding for the
project would be axed as
PIF looked to pare back
astring of projects in the
kingdom with the war in
the Middle East raising
fresh speculation about
investment priorities
‘moving forward.

“PIF has made the
decision to fund LIV
Golfonly for the remain-
der of the 2026 season,”
a spokesperson for the
fund said in a statement
provided to AFP.

Sawe receives hero's welcome
in Kenya

NEWS DESK:There
was a hero's welcome for
‘marathon world record-
breaker Sabastian Sawe
as he returned to Kenya
and was lauded by Presi-
dent William Ruto on
Thursday.

Sawe made history
in London on Sunday
by becoming the first
athlete to run a sub-two
hour marathon in race
conditions.

Receiving Sawe at
State House in Naimbi,
Ruto said it was "a de-
fining moment in the
story of human endur-
ance". et -
at the London Marathon
- Wilson Kipsang, the
victor in 2012 and 2014,
and 2017 winner Daniel
Wanjiru -- are among
those to have been sub-
sequently banned.

Inabid toallay such
ici about hi
own performances,
Sawe has voluntarily
subjected himselfto ex-
tra drug testing, even
paying $50,000 to be
tested 25 times in the
year by the Athletics In-
tegrity Unit (AIU) before
last year's Berlin race.

ful," he told the crowd.

T didn't do it just
for my;clf Idid it for all
of us. And I would like
us all to enjoy it and for
it to stand as a record for
all of us," he added.

Kenya has doml-
nated long:
ning, and it
superstars in the coun-
try.

He compared it to
‘milestones in human his-
tory including the first
four-minute mile by
Roger Bannister in 1954
and even the moon land-

said ina speech.

Sawe clocked Thr
59min 30sec in a tight
battle with Ethiopia's
Yomif Kejelcha, whoalso
came in under two hours,

Sawe was mobbed
at Nairobi's Jomo
Kenyatta i
Airport when he landed
late Wednes:

"It is such a beauti-
ful day. I'm glad you
have joined me in cel-
ebrating, and that you
have shown a spirit I
never expected could be

ing.

"Future genera-
tions will look back on
26 April, 2026, as the day
a man broke through a
physical and psycho-
logical barrier long
thought insurmount-
able; and the name for-
ever attached to that
moment  will  be
Sabastian Sawe," Ruto

The pressure to
break into the elite
means doping is a major
problem in Kenya.

Two former Kenyan
winners of the men's race

like this. 'm very grate-
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President Zardari, PM Shehbaz call for protection of

workers’

NEWS DESK: Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari
and Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharifon Fri-
day called upon all
stakeholders, including
the business commu-
nity and industrialists,
to uphold the dignity
and protection of the
country’s labour force,
Radio Pakistan re-
ported.

In their separate
messages on Interna-
tional Labour Day,
they said that a nation
that protects its work-
ers protects its future,
adding that labour em-
powerment is the
pathway to lasting na-
tional strength.

President Zardari
said Pakistan remains
committed to main-
taining international
labour

standards and pro-
moting fundamental . "
rights at work, includ- PM Shehbaz said ness, and professional
ing fair wages, social Pakistan’s labour excellence.

protection, the elimi- force, both at home He said national
nation of forced and and abroad, institutions, including
child labour, and non- reflects the the Employees’ Old-
discriminatién. country’s national ca- Age Benefits Institu-

In his message, pability, industrious- tion and the Workers

dlgmty on Labour Day

- - reaffirming the PPP’s backbone of develop-
commmncnt to labour ment and their welfare
is a top priority.

PPP Women's He highlighted in-
‘Wing President Faryal creased minimum
Talpur paid tribute to  wages, enforcement
workers, calling their oflabour laws and pro-
sacrifices the founda- vision of health and fi-
tion of national devel- nancial support.
opment. Senior Sindh Min-

She said workers” ister Sharjeel Inam
rights and dignitymust Memon said workers
be protected, adding are the backbone of
the PPP remains com- society and deserve
mitted to fair wages, recognition for their
social protection and sacrifices.
empowerment under He highlighted
its | ‘measure:

Sindh Chief Min- including  higher
ister Syed Murad Ali wages,

Shah said the govern- labour law en-
ment is improving forcement and wel-
workers” fare initiatives for

living standards workers and farmers.
through pro-labour PPP central
policies and legal pro-  spokesperson Shazia
tections. Marri said workers

He stressed the are the true drivers of
strict implementation progress and must be

- n T " of minimum wage empowered for a just
Welfare Fund, con- 3 Day honours their sac-  Jaws and reaffirmed society.
tinue to strive for the Pakistan Peoples rifices. his commitment to She reiterated that
welfare of workers Party (PPP) Chair- He stressed that a workers’ welfare. the PPP stands for
and their families by man Bilawal Bhutto- just Pakistan requires Sindh Local Gov- economic justice,
providing pensions, Zardari said workers empowering workers, ernment Minister equal opportunities
housing, education, are the nation’s real protecting their nghts Nasir Hussain Shah and continued support
and other essential ser-  strength and Labour and ensuring welfare, said workers are the for labour rights.

Pakistan sees decline in
militant violence for 2nd
straight month: PICSS

NEWS DESK:Pakistan resenting 77pc ofthe to- It said that 224 militants
recorded a second con-  tal. The remaining casu- - were killed in April. com-
secutive month of im- alties included 28 secu- pared to 228 in March.
proving security indica-  rity forces personnel, 37 In total, security forces
tors in April 2026, with ~ civilians, and two mem-  killed 988 militants dur-
militant attacks and re- bers of pro-government  ing the first four months
lated casualties declin- peace committees. 0f2026, the report said.
ing markedly, according It said that the Regionally, Khyber
to a report released by losses among security Pakhtunkhwa continued
the Pakistan Institute for forces personnel also to record the highest
Conflict and Security declined significantly, number of militant at-
Studies (PICSS). falling from 59in March tacks, followed by
The Islamabad- to28inApril, whichwas Balochistan. The PICSS
based think tank docu- a 53pc reduction. It said report said that in main-
mented 85 verified mili- that civilian fatalities re- land KP, attacks declin
tant attacks in April, mainedrelativelystable, slightly from 51 in
down from 146 in March, with 37 deaths recorded March to 45 in April,

a 42 per cent decrease. in April compared to 39  while fatalities remained
As per the data, fatalities  in March. unchanged at 34.
resulting from militant The data also It said that the most

attacks fell from 106 in  showed a notable de- significant improvement
March to 60 in April, cline ininjuries. Overall was observed in KP’s
continuing a downward injuries dropped from tribal districts, where
trend that began the pre- 210 in March to 131 in  militant attacks dropped

vious month, when over-  April, a 38pc decrease. by 40pc, from 35 in

all  combat-related Civilian injuries fell from  March to 21 in April.

deaths dropped by 35pc.  98to 54, Deaths from these at-
The report said that while militant inju-  tacks fell sharply to six,

the improvement fol- ries declined from 57to an 82pc decline.

lows Pakistan’s cross- 31. Injuries among secu- At the same time,

border military campaign  rity forces personnel de-  security forces intensi-
targeting  militant creased slightly from 48 fied operations in the re-
groups and Taliban po- to 46, and no injuries gion, killing 120 militants
sitions between Febru- were reported among — up from 24 in March

ary 26 and March 18, pro-government peace — accounting for more
which concluded witha committee members in  than half of all militant
suspension and subse- April. fatalities nationwide in
quent talks in Urumgqi, The report said that ~ April, the report said.
‘hina. 85 militant attacks re- According to the
Pakistan had corded during the month ~ data, Balochistan also

launched Operation were largely low-inten- experienced a notable
Ghazab lil-Haq on the sityincidents, witha few ~improvement, with mili-
night of February 26, fol-  exceptions. tant attacks falling from
lowing unprovoked fir- Theseincluded two 59 in March to 18 in
ing by the Afghan suicide attacks in April, a69pc reduction.
Taliban from across the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s These attacks re-
J Bannu district and a sulted in 17 deaths, in-
According to the high-profile assaultona cluding 10 linked to the
PICSS report, total com-  mining facility operated  attack on the mining fa-
bat-related deaths — in Balochistan’s Chagai cility in Chagai. Security
cluding those from mili- district. forces killed 66 militants

tant attacks and security The report noted in the province during
forces operations — that despite the drop in  April, although this fig-
stood at 291 in April. attacks, operations con- ure was lower than the
Militants accounted for ducted by security 145 militants killed in
224 of these deaths, rep-  forces remained robust. March, the data showed.

Elsewhere, ai conducted by secumy ity forces personnel,
lated attack in Gilgit- forces in these regions and seven members of
Baltistan’s Chilas district  led to the arrest of eight  pro-government peace

resulted in the deaths of suspects — five in committees, it said.
three police personnel.  Sindh, two in Punjab and Injuries during the
The PICSS report one in Azad Jammu and  same period included 469
said that no militant at- Kashmir. civilians, 167 security
tacks were reported in Cumulatively, dur- personnel, and seven
Punjab, ing the first four months  peace committee mem-
Sindh, Azad Jammu  of 2026, the PICSS re-  bers.
and Kashmir, or corded 401 militant at- Meanwhile, secu-
Islamabad dunng the tacks across Pakistan.  rity forces killed 988 mili-
month of April. These attacks re- tants and arrested 121

However, intelli- sulted in the deaths of suspects nationwide, it
gence-based operations 190 civilians, 158 secu-  stated.

Pakistan, China sign MoUs on machinery,
vaccines, medical technology

NEWS DESK: Paki- ternational Develop- Sany Group Li Chen,  According o tween Ziauddin Hos-

stan and China on Fri- ment, and Henan and Chairman Hao PPP, the pital and S
day signed two memo- Jialong International Jiaolong. aims to strengthen co-  Weibang chhnology.
randums of under- Technology.  The A separate agree- operation in the live- The agreement aims to

standing (MoUs) and agreement is expected ment was signed fora stock and fisheries promote the use of
a joint venture agree- to promote the supply joint venture agree- sector, with a focus on advanced artificial in-
ment in Sanya, cover- of construction ma- ment between the improving animal telligence-based medi-
ing construction ma- chinery and equip- Sindh Livestock & health services and cal robots in clinical
chinery, animal vac- ment linked to CPEC Fisheries Department modern biological so- medicine.

cines, and medical projects. and China’s Luoyang lutions. It was signed by
technology, thereby The three sides Modern Biology The agreement Dr Anoop Kumar
supporting cooperation  will also explore in- Group. also includes provi- Dawani of Ziauddin
between the two vestment opportunities Sindh Senior Min-  sions for future coop- Hospital and Deputy

countries in key sec- for establishing manu- ister Sharjeel Inam eration on the imple- General Manager of
tors, according to an facturing facilities in  Memon and Chairman mentation of animal Shenzhen Weibang
official statement Pakistan. Signatories of Luoyang Modern bility systems.  Technology, Deng
shared by the presi- included  Senator Biology Group Wang In the medical Haitao.

dency. Saleem Mandviwalla, Shanpu signed the technology sector, an This is the second
President Asif Ali Vice President of agreement. MoU was signed be- set of MoUs Pakistan
Zardari attended the signed with China this
signing ceremony, week.
where a documentary The two countries
highlighting 75 years on Monday signed
of Pakistan-China three  MoUs in
friendship was also Changsha, covering
screened. water desalination in
The ceremony Karachi, agricultural
was also attended by technology, and coop-
Special Assistant to = eration in the tea sec-
the Chief Minister in - for.

The president,
who is on a week-long
visit to China’s Hunan
and Hainan provinces
for engagements re-
lated to economic and
trade cooperation, said
Pakistan attached high
importance to expand-
ing collaboration with
China in key industrial
sectors.

Syed Qasim Naveed
Qamar, Sindh Chief
Secretary Ali Hassan
Brohi, and Pakistan’s
Ambassador to China
Khalil Hashmi.
According to the
Pakistan  Peoples
Party (PPP), an MoU
was signed between
Al-Hassan Trade Es-
tablishment, Sany In-

Tribal chiefs lack legal authority to attest
documents, Federal Constltutlonal Court rules

NEWS DESK:The Fed- statutory framework, the
eral Constitutional Court judgement emphasised.
(FCC) has ruled that the | In a constitutional
customary practice of dispensation governed
nominating by the rule of law, no i
recognising a chicfiain/ dividual can assume fi

cal or administrative au-
thority without express
authorisation under law
and administrative rules,
it said.

Justice Barrech ob-
served that any such
demand, if not traceable
to a valid legal inst
ment, statute or admi
istrative command,
would be devoid of law-
ful justification and
could not be enforced
through judicial pro-
cess.

It is noteworthy,

sardar by members of a
tribe does not vest such
an individual with the
legal authority to attest
local certificates, domi-
cile certificates, or Com-
puterised National Iden-
tity Card (CNIC) applica-
tions.

The observations
came while rejecting a
petition filed by a self-
proclaimed tribal chief-
tain seeking his recogni-
tion as the “sardar” of
the Kharoti tribe. 2 id

A two-judge bench tificates, CNICs, and  only be exercised where Thus, any declara-
consisting of Justice passports for his tribes- it was expressl tion sought must be Justice Barrech said,
Aamer Farooq and Jus- men. He asserted that ferred orrecognised un-  consistent with consti- that the institution of a
tice Rozi Khan Barrech his fellow tribesmen face  der 3 tutional principles of sardar or the feudal sys-
rejected the petition of rigorous interrogation provisions y equality, the rule of law, tem had been abolished
Ghulam Ali Khan, noting  for procuring these framed administrative and the supremacy of through the promulga-
that the sardari system documents. les. statutory governance tion of the System of
stood abolished under Therefore, even if over customary asser- Sardari (Abolition) Ordi-
the law and that noindi- fusal of his request by ~the petitioner claims rec- tions, the judgement nance, 1976, published

et : o

vidual could claim cus- the interior ministry, he ognition as a tribal sai on April 8, 1976.

tomary authority over- filed a writ pemmn be- sardar under customary Any clalm by a Section 3 of the or-
riding statutory require- fore the hi law, such in chi to de- dinance unequivocally
ments. Hnngoun(BHC).whxch the absence of express mand royalties, or other abolishes the sardari

The petitioner, also dismissed the plea statutory backing and monetary or material system and terminates
claimingto be the chief- onJuly31,2024. Conse- administrative rules, benefits from tribesmen, the legal recognition of
tain of the Kharoti tribe  quently, he approached ~does not ipso facto (by government authorities, such status and privi-
in Balochistan, had ap- the FCC. that fact) confer legal or private entities, merely leges, it said.
proached the interior Authored by Jus- authority or binding ef- based on practices of  Therefore, the
ministry, seeking accep- tice Barrech, a 12-page fect upon public authori- customary status and petitioner’s attempt to
tance of his attestation judgement explained ties to issue official title of sardar and it invokeArticle 28 for the
for the issuance of local  that the authority to is- documents solely be- lacked legal sanctityun- recognition of a sardar
certificates, domicile cer- sue attestations could cause of his attestation. less supported bya clear status is misconceived,




