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Balochistan Olive Industry: 2.6 Million Trees to Begin Production

CM Balochistan Urges TV Channels to
Restore Bureau Offices

NEWS DESK:

L O R A L A I :
Balochistan’s rapidly expand-
ing olive industry has entered
a new phase of growth, with
nearly 2.6 million olive trees
now reaching full production
across the province. The de-
velopment marks a significant
breakthrough for Pakistan’s
agriculture sector and strength-
ens Balochistan’s position as
a rising hub for olive cultiva-
tion and olive oil production.
Loralai Becomes the

Heart of Olive
Farming in
Balochistan

Agriculture experts say
Loralai district has emerged as
the leading center for olive
farming in Balochistan. Olive
crops grown in the region are
producing an impressive 25 to
32 percent oil content, a level
considered highly competitive
under international olive oil
standards.

Experts attribute the suc-
cess to the region’s favorable
climate, fertile land, and suit-
able environmental conditions
for large-scale olive cultivation.

In a province heavily af-
fected by drought and climate
challenges, olive farming is
being recognized as a sustain-
able agricultural alternative.
According to agricultural spe-
cialists, olive trees require com-
paratively less water and can
continue producing fruit for
nearly 40 to 50 years once fully
matured.

The long productive
lifespan and low water re-
quirement make olives an ideal
crop for climate-resilient agri-
culture in Balochistan.

New Economic
Opportunities
for Farmers

and Investors
The growth of the olive

sector is also opening invest-
ment opportunities in olive oil
extraction,

 processing, packaging,
and value-added products.
Experts believe that introduc-

ing modern machinery and ad-
vanced marketing systems
could significantly increase
farmers’ incomes and improve
export potential.

The establishment of local
olive oil extraction units is al-
ready creating new employ-
ment opportunities and boost-
ing rural economic activity in
several districts.

Officials estimate that
Balochistan’s olive sector will

enter its complete production
phase by 2028-29. Once fully
operational, the province is
expected to help meet
Pakistan’s domestic olive oil
demand while also contribut-
ing to exports and foreign ex-
change earnings.

Global Demand
for Olive Oil

Continues to Rise
With international demand

for olive oil increasing due to
growing awareness about
healthy diets and organic food
products,

experts believe
Balochistan has the potential
to become an important player
in the global olive market.

Agriculture analysts say
“Balochistan Olive” could
soon emerge as a recognized
brand associated with high-
quality olive oil production.

The expansion of olive
farming in Balochistan is be-
ing viewed as a major step to-
ward agricultural moderniza-
tion, climate adaptation, and
rural economic development in
Pakistan.

Experts believe continued
government support, invest-
ment, and modern technology
could transform the province
into one of South Asia’s lead-
ing olive-producing regions.

Journalists Protest in Quetta
on World Press Freedom Day,
Demand Repeal of PECA Act

Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: Journalists, media
workers, and civil society
members staged a protest out-
side the Quetta Press Club on
World Press Freedom Day
under the banner of the
Balochistan Union of Journal-
ists (BUJ), demanding protec-
tion of press freedom and re-
peal of what they termed
“black laws” restricting free-
dom of expression.

A large number of journal-
ists and civil society represen-
tatives participated in the dem-
onstration, raising slogans in
support of freedom of the
press and against the Preven-
tion of Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA) and other laws alleg-

edly curbing free speech in
Pakistan.

The protesters carried
banners highlighting the impor-
tance of independent journal-
ism and protection of media
rights. Speakers at the protest
strongly criticized restrictions
on media freedom and called
on authorities to withdraw the
PECA Act.

Addressing the gathering,
BUJ President Manzoor
Ahmed, Quetta Press Club
President Irfan Saeed, PFUJ
Senior Vice President Noor
Elahi Bugti, BUJ General Sec-
retary Shah Hussain Tareen,
and civil society leader
Behram Lehri stressed the
need to safeguard journalists’
rights and ensure an environ-
ment where media can oper-

ate freely without pressure or
censorship.

The speakers also de-
manded the reopening of
closed bureau offices of tele-
vision channels in Balochistan
and urged media organizations
to end the economic exploita-
tion of journalists and media
workers.

They further called for the
reinstatement of unemployed
journalists and media employ-
ees,

warning that continued
layoffs and financial instability
were severely affecting the
media industry in the province.

The protest concluded
with participants reaffirming
their commitment to defending
press freedom and democratic
values in Pakistan.

WEB DESK:

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has assured full
security and government sup-
port to private media organi-
zations, while expressing seri-
ous concern over the closure
of TV channel bureau offices
and the dismissal of media em-
ployees in the province.

Speaking on the occasion of
World Press Freedom Day, the
chief minister urged all private
television channels to imme-
diately reactivate their bureau
offices in Balochistan, stating
that the shutdown of regional
media operations was affect-
ing journalism and public ac-
cess to information in the prov-
ince.

Closure of Bureau
Offices Violates

PEMRA Agreements
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said the closure

of bureau offices and layoffs
by media houses were against
agreements signed with the Pa-
kistan Electronic Media Regu-
latory Authority.

He stressed that media organiza-
tions must maintain an active
presence in Balochistan to en-
sure balanced and ground-
based reporting.

The chief minister assured media
houses that the provincial
government would provide
complete security, administra-
tive support, and all possible
cooperation to journalists and
bureau staff working in the
province.

The Balochistan chief minister
said that free, responsible, and
fact-based journalism is essen-
tial for democratic stability,
transparency, and national
unity in Pakistan.

He added that responsible report-
ing strengthens institutions
and promotes accountability
within society.

He praised journalists in
Balochistan for continuing
their professional duties de-
spite security challenges and
difficult working conditions.

CM Bugti Pays
Tribute to Fallen

Journalists
Mir Sarfraz Bugti paid tribute to

journalists who lost their lives
while reporting truth and facts,
calling them a matter of pride
for the country.

He said the sacrifices made by
media workers for press free-
dom and public awareness
would never be forgotten.

The chief minister urged national
media outlets to move beyond
crime-focused coverage and
give greater attention to
Balochistan’s development
projects,

economic opportunities, social is-
sues, tourism potential, and
positive achievements.

He said balanced coverage could
help improve the province’s

image at both national and in-
ternational levels.

First Social Media
Policy Introduced in

Balochistan
Referring to Balochistan’s first

social media policy, the chief
minister said the initiative was
launched to discourage fake
news, counter negative propa-
ganda, and encourage authen-
tic and responsible digital jour-
nalism.

He emphasized that in the mod-
ern digital era, verification of
information and fact-checking
have become critical respon-
sibilities for journalists and me-
dia platforms.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti reaffirmed the
provincial government’s com-
mitment to press freedom, re-
sponsible journalism, and ac-
curate reporting, stating that
truthful information and a
strong media sector are vital
for Pakistan’s stability, devel-
opment, and democratic future.
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Forced Marriage in Islam:  A Clear Violation
of Women’s Rights and Human Dignity

By Musavir
Durrani:

Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make
consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The Qur ’an
Clearly Forbids
Forced Marriages.

Allah states in
Surah An-Nisa:

“O you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”

(Qur’an 4:19)
This verse was

revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)

complaining that her
father had married her

without her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-
sent is mandatory.

Hadith Refer-
ences: Sahih al-
Bukhari, Hadith 5138.

Sahih Muslim, Hadith
1419. These narra-
tions all confirm that
the Prophet (PBUH)
allowed the woman to
annul her forced mar-
riage.

One narration
even states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that fa-

thers have no right to
force their daughters.

Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.

Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and
advise,

but they have ab-

solutely no power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they “know what is
best,” they cannot
override the choice of
their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the per-
son getting married.

Statements such
as: “If you don’t marry
this one, who will
marry you?”. “You
have no choice.” “Do
it for

family honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”

These are pure
emotional manipula-
tion, and Islam does

not allow it. Emotional
or Psychological

Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-
riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even

emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or

threats
is invalid (Batil) in

Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH) an-
nulled

marriages done
without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the ground,

we bury their
dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”

When a girl is
forced into a marriage,
pressured emotionally,
or told she has no
other choice, we de-
stroy her life while she
is still alive. This is the
new form of burying
women alive, and Is-
lam came to end this
injustice completely.

Forced marriage
has no place in Islam.
It is against the
Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
the dignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but never

control or force
marriage decisions.

“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”.

Fiscal Federalism and the Quest for Equity in Pakistan
AGHA SANAULLAH:
Fiscal federalism forms
the bedrock of gover-
nance in any federation,
determining how finan-
cial resources are raised,
shared, and spent to fos-
ter balanced develop-
ment and social equity.
In Pakistan, this relation-
ship is constitutionally
mediated through the
National Finance Com-
mission (NFC) Award, a
mechanism designed to
rectify both vertical im-
balances between the
federal and provincial
governments and hori-
zontal disparities among
the provinces them-
selves.
      While the NFC
Award represents a vital
instrument for devolu-
tion and provincial au-
tonomy, a critical exami-
nation reveals that its
promise of equitable re-
source distribution is
persistently undermined
by deeper,  systemic
flaws in the country’s
fiscal governance.

The NFC Award
has, over successive it-
erations, progressively
increased the provincial
share in national rev-
enues,  thereby
strengthening fiscal de-
centralization.

This shift has the
potential to improve
public service delivery
by bringing resources
closer to the people.

However, the effec-
tiveness of these trans-
fers is contingent upon
a healthy national fiscal
environment—a condi-
tion Pakistan has rarely
met.

The nation’s fiscal
narrative is character-
ized by structural weak-
nesses that choke the
system at its source.

A chronically nar-
row tax base, heavy reli-
ance on regressive indi-
rect taxation, and ineffi-
cient revenue mobiliza-
tion by the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)

mean that the total pool
of resources available
for distribution is per-
petually insufficient.

Consequently, even
a well-intentioned NFC
Award framework oper-
ates within a system of
scarcity, limiting its ca-
pacity to achieve genu-
ine equity.
“Hidden Deficits”

and Contingent
Liabilities

Beyond revenue in-
adequacy, the expendi-
ture side of the fiscal

equation presents an
equally formidable chal-
lenge.

A significant por-
tion of the federal bud-
get is consumed by non-
development expendi-
ture, most notably debt
servicing and defense.
This leaves limited fiscal
space for development
spending, which is cru-
cial for long-term eco-
nomic growth and for
addressing regional in-
equalities.

The paper notes

that the fiscal year 2024–
25 saw a nine-year low
in the consolidated bud-
get deficit, partly due to
provincial surpluses.

However, this su-
perficial stability masks
the underlying reality
that the cost of servic-
ing past debt continues
to crowd out invest-
ments in the human and
physical infrastructure
needed to level the play-
ing field among
provinces.A major con-
tribution of the research

is its identification of
“hidden deficits” and
contingent liabilities as
critical yet often over-
looked sources of fiscal
stress. Beyond the con-
ventional budget deficit,
factors such as off-bud-
get expenditures, subsi-
dies to loss-making pub-
lic sector enterprises,
and implicit guarantees
for future

Cycle of Short-
Term Fixes Rather
Than Long-Term

Solutions

obligations create a
precarious financial real-
ity. This lack of transpar-
ency in accounting for
risks—from natural ca-
lamities to the collapse of
state-owned corpora-
tions—exposes the fed-
eration to unpredictable
fiscal shocks.

The failure to con-
solidate and disclose
these contingent liabili-
ties means that the true
scale of fiscal vulnerabil-
ity is rarely debated in
parliament or under-

stood by the public, per-
petuating a cycle of
short-term fixes rather
than long-term solu-
tions.

To break this cycle,
the paper argues for a
fundamental shift from
one-dimensional, crisis-
driven fiscal manage-
ment to a multi-dimen-
sional, institutionally
anchored approach.

It recommends a
suite of reforms that
move beyond the NFC
Award itself to

strengthen the entire fis-
cal ecosystem.

Key among these
are the establishment of
an Independent Fiscal
Council (IFC) to provide
unbiased analysis of fis-
cal policy and budget
assumptions, thus re-
ducing political discre-
tion and enhancing evi-
dence-based decision-
making.

Furthermore, it calls
for strengthening the
Medium-Term Budget-
ary Framework by link-
ing it to Public Service
Agreements (PSAs) that
tie resource allocation
to measurable out-
comes, ensuring that
provincial transfers un-
der the NFC Award
translate into tangible
improvements in educa-
tion, health, and infra-
structure.

In conclusion, the
National Finance Com-
mission Award is an es-
sential but insufficient
instrument for achieving
fiscal equity in Pakistan.
Its effectiveness is inex-
tricably linked to the
overall health of the
nation’s public finances.

As the research pa-
per demonstrates, per-
sistent issues such as a
narrow tax base, unsus-
tainable debt service,
and opaque contingent
liabilities undermine the
very resources that the
NFC Award is meant to
distribute equitably.

Moving forward,
the focus must broaden
from negotiating provin-
cial shares to implement-
ing deep-rooted institu-
tional reforms.

By enhancing rev-
enue mobilization, ensur-
ing fiscal transparency,
and prudently managing
debt and liabilities, Pa-
kistan can create an en-
vironment where the
NFC Award can fulfill its
consti tutional prom-
ise—fostering a resil-
ient, balanced, and truly
equitable federation.
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British premier hints at banning some
pro-Palestinian marches

Trump must choose ‘impossible’ war or ‘bad deal’ with Iran, says IRGC

Israel approves plan to buy F-35 and F-15IA
fighter jets from Lockheed, Boeing

US Secretary of State Rubio to visit Vatican,
Rome after Trump's row with Pope
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NEWS DESK: Britain’s
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said in an inter-
view broadcast on Sat-
urday that banning some
pro-Palestinian marches
could be justified, espe-
cially when they call for
the intifada to spread.

Labour leader
Starmer is under pres-
sure to act after a spate
of antisemitic incidents,
including this week,
when two men were
stabbed in the north
London suburb of
Golders Green, which is
home to a large Jewish
community. A 45-year-
old British national who
was born in Somalia was
remanded in custody
when he made his first
appearance in court on
Friday accused of at-
tempted murder.

Starmer visited the
scene of the
at----t-------a---cks and a
Jewish volunteer
amb----u---lance service
on Thursday and was
booed by some locals,
who acc-used him of not
doing enough to protect
them.

They also de-

nounced pro-Palestinian
activists holding
marches in British cities,
which began after
Hamas’s October 7, 2023
raid on Israel. The prime
minister, a former human
rights lawyer and chief
public prosecutor whose
wife is of Jewish origin,
said many Jewish people
had told them they were
affected by “the repeat
nature” of the protests.

“I’m a big defender
of freedom of expres-
sion, peaceful protests,”
he told the BBC. “But
when there are chants
like ‘globalise the

intifada’, that’s com-
pletely off limits.

“Clearly, there
should be tougher ac-
tion in relation to that.”
The intifada refers to the
Palestinian civilian up-
risings against Israel in
1987-1993 and the early
2000s. Starmer said he
wanted to police the lan-
guage used on marches
more strongly and that
there were “instances”
when some protests
should be stopped alto-
gether. Discussions had
been taking place with
the police for some time
about what further ac-

NEWS DESK: Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC)
said on Sunday that US
President Donald
Trump must choose be-
tween an "impossible"
war or a "bad deal" with
Iran.

In a post on the US
social media company X,
the intelligence depart-
ment of the IRGC said
Tehran sent the US mili-
tary a deadline to end its
blockade of Iranian
ports. It added that Eu-
rope, China and Russia
are adopting a more criti-
cal tone toward Wash-
ington.

"There is only one
way to read this: Trump
must choose between
'an impossible military
operation or a bad deal
with the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran.

"The room for US
decision-making has
narrowed," it said.

The US and Israel
launched strikes against
Iran on Feb. 28, trigger-
ing retaliation from
Tehran against Israel, as
well as US allies in the
Gulf, along with the clo-
sure of the Strait  of
Hormuz.

Since April 13, the
US has enforced a naval
blockade targeting Ira-
nian maritime traffic in
the strategic waterway.

A two-week
ceasefire was an-
nounced on April 8
through Pakistani media-
tion, followed by direct
talks in Islamabad on
April 11, but no agree-
ment was reached on a
lasting truce.

Trump later ex-
tended the ceasefire
without setting a new
deadline, following a re-

quest from Pakistan.
Trump says US

could restart Iran strikes
'if they misbehave'

US President
Donald Trump said on
Saturday he had been
told about the concept
of a deal with Iran, but
was ?waiting for the ex-
act wording, while warn-
ing there was still the
possibility of restarting
strikes on the country if
Tehran misbehaves.

Meanwhile, a senior
Iranian official said that
an Iranian proposal so
far rejected by Trump

NEWS DESK: US Sec-
retary of State Marco
Rubio will visit Rome
and the Vatican this
week, an Italian govern-
ment source said on
Sunday, just weeks after
a clash between Donald
Trump and Pope Leo.

Rubio,  who is a
Catholic, is expected to
meet Vatican Secretary
of State Pietro Parolin
and Italian Foreign Min-
ister Antonio Tajani, the
source told AFP.

Italian media re-
ported that he would
also meet Defence Min-
ister Guido Crosetto dur-
ing the Thursday-Friday
visit.

The meetings come
several weeks after US
President Trump’s ex-
traordinary criticism of
Pope Leo XIV over the
Catholic leader’s anti-
war rhetoric.

Trump also dis-
missed Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni
— one of his closest
European allies — as
lacking courage after
she defended the US
pontiff.

Italian media on
Sunday presented
Rubio’s visit as a meet-
ing to “thaw” relations.

Since taking over as
leader of the world’s 1.4
billion Catholics on May

8, 2025, following the
death of Pope Francis,
Leo has criticised the
Trump administration’s
crackdown on immigra-
tion.

But it was his in-
creasing anti-war rheto-
ric, particularly following
the US-Israeli attack on
Iran,  that triggered
Trump’s ire.

Leo, on April 7, de-
clared Trump’s threat to
destroy Iran “unaccept-
able” and urged Ameri-
cans to demand that US
lawmakers “work for
peace”.

The US president
subsequently slammed
the pontiff in a social

NEWS DESK: Israel
gave final approval for a
plan to purchase two
new combat squadrons
of F-35 and F-15IA ad-
vanced fighter aircraft
from Lockheed Martin
and Boeing in a deal
worth tens of billions of
dollars, the defence min-
istry said on Sunday.

The deal, approved
by Israel's Ministerial
Committee on Procure-
ment, is a first step in a
350 billion shekel ($119
billion) plan to bolster
Israel 's  military and
"strengthen readiness
ahead of a demanding
decade for Israeli secu-
rity," it said.

It added that the
new squadrons will
serve as a cornerstone of
the military's long-term
force development, ad-
dressing regional threats
and preserving Israel’s

strategic air superiority.
"Alongside immedi-

ate wartime procurement
needs, we have a re-
sponsibility to act now
to secure the IDF’s mili-
tary edge ten years from
now and beyond," said
ministry Director General
Amir Baram, referring to
the Israel Defense
Forces.

The recent war with
Iran "reinforced just
how critical the US-Is-
rael strategic relation-
ship is, and how essen-
tial advanced air power
remains," he added.

Under the deal, Is-
rael would buy a fourth
F-35 squadron from
Lockheed Martin and a
second squadron of F-
15IA fighter jets from
Boeing.

In December,
Boeing was given an
$8.6 billion contract for

would open shipping in
the Strait of Hormuz and
end the US blockade of
Iran while leaving talks
on Iran's nuclear pro-
gram for later.

When asked about
Iran's proposal before
boarding a flight to Mi-
ami at West Palm Beach,
Florida, Trump replied:
"They told me about the
concept of the deal.
They're going to give me
the exact wording now".

He added on his
social ?media channel
that he could not imag-
ine the proposals would

be acceptable and that
Iran had not paid a big
enough price for what it
had done.

Asked if ?he might
restart strikes on Iran,
Trump replied: "I don't
want to say that. I mean,
I can’t tell a reporter
that. If ?they misbehave,
if they do something
bad, right now we’ll see.
But it’s a possibility that
could happen".

US Navy acting
"like pirates"

Trump said the US
Navy was acting "like pi-
rates" in carrying out

media post as “WEAK
on Crime, and terrible for
Foreign Policy”.

Trump also said he
was “not a big fan of
Pope Leo” and that he
does not “want a pope
who thinks it’s OK for
Iran to have a nuclear
weapon”.

Meloni condemned
as “unacceptable”
Trump’s criticism —
prompting the president
to turn his fire on her.

“I’m shocked at her.
I thought she had cour-
age, but I was wrong,”
the US president said in
an interview with Italian
daily Corriere della Sera.

He also accused
Meloni — a far-right
leader who has sought
to act as a bridge be-
tween diverging US and
European views — of
failing to help the United
States with Nato.

Trump has threat-
ened to pull US troops
from Italy, saying Rome
“has not been of any
help to us” in the Iran
war.

He has made a simi-
lar threat towards Spain,
while the Pentagon has
announced it is with-
drawing 5,000 US troops
from Germany.

Germany takes US troop drawdown in stride
but deterrence gaps remain

NEWS DESK: A
planned drawdown of
5,000 US troops from
Germany should spur
Europeans to
strengthen their own
defences, German De-
fence Minister Boris
Pistorius said on Satur-
day, as the continent
scrambles to boost de-
terrence against Russia.

However, two top
US Republican lawmak-
ers expressed concern,
saying the troops should
not leave Europe.

The Pentagon an-
nounced the drawdown
from Germany, its largest
European base, on Fri-
day, as a rift over the
Iran war and tariff ten-
sions place further strain
on relations between the
US and Europe.

As part of the US
decision, a Biden-era

plan to deploy an Ameri-
can battalion with long-
range Tomahawk mis-
siles to Germany has
also been dropped — a
blow to Berlin, which
had pushed for the move
as a powerful deterrent
against Russia.

Republican lawmak-
ers Senator Roger
Wicker and Representa-
tive Mike Rogers, the
chairs of the Senate and
House armed services
committees, said they
were “very concerned”.
They said the troops
should not be moved
from Europe, but moved
east.

“Prematurely reduc-
ing America’s forward
presence in Europe be-
fore those capabilities
are fully realized risks
undermining deterrence
and sending the wrong

signal to [Russian Presi-
dent] Vladimir Putin,”
they said in a joint state-
ment.

Pistorius said the
partial withdrawal was
expected and would af-
fect a current US pres-
ence of almost 40,000
soldiers stationed in
Germany.

“We Europeans
must take on more re-
sponsibility for our own
security,” Pistorius said,
adding, “Germany is on
the right track” by ex-
panding its armed forces,
speeding up military
procurement and build-
ing infrastructure.

Trump called for a
reduced military pres-
ence in Germany as far
back as his first term and
has repeatedly urged
Europe to take respon-
sibility for its defence.

Israel including 25 new
F-15IAs and an option
for 25 more.

Baram said the next
step would be to move
forward with finalising
the agreements with the
US government and mili-
tary counterparts.

The US and Israel
launched airstrikes on
Iran on February 28, but
a ceasefire has been in
place since April 8. The
US Navy maintains a
blockade of Iranian
ports.

Defence Minister
Israel Katz said the Ira-
nian conflict demon-
strated the air force's
power and its decisive
role in protecting Israel.

"The lessons of that
campaign require us to
keep pressing forward
on force buildup, to en-
sure air superiority for
decades to come," he

However, he stepped up
the threat earlier this
week after sparring with
German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, who has
q u e s t i o n e d
Washington’s exit strat-
egy in the Middle East.

Nato seeking details
A Nato spokesper-

son said the alliance was
working with the US to
understand the details of
the decision.

Polish Prime Minis-
ter Donald Tusk, whose
country is seeking assur-
ances of continued US
support on Nato’s east-
ern flank amid the ongo-
ing Russia-Ukraine war,
expressed concern
about the latest setback
to the alliance.

“The greatest threat
to the transatlantic com-
munity are not its exter-
nal enemies, but the on-
going disintegration of
our alliance. We must all
do what it takes to re-
verse this disastrous
trend,” Tusk wrote on X
on Saturday.

The Pentagon deci-
sion means one full bri-
gade will leave Germany
and a long-range fires
battalion that was due to
be deployed later this
year will be cancelled.

The long-range
fires had been due to
form a significant extra
element of deterrence
against Russia while Eu-
ropeans developed such
long-range missiles
themselves.

tion could be taken, he
added. In December last
year,  police in
Lo---n----don and the
northwest city of
Ma-------n----------c-----hester
said they would arrest
an------yone chanting
“globalise the intifada”.

The Jewish commu-
nity in Britain views the
chant as “very,  very
dangerous”,  said
Starmer. On Thursday,
the UK increased its se-
curity alert level to “se-
vere” — the second
highest — in part be-
cause of the attack in
Golders Green.

Washington's naval
blockade of Iranian
ports during the US and
Israel's war against Iran.

Trump made the
comments while describ-
ing the seizure by US
forces of a ship a few
days ago.

"We took over the
ship, we took over the
cargo, we took over the
oil. It's a very profitable
business," Trump said in
remarks on Friday
evening. "We're like pi-
rates. We're sort of like
pirates, but we are not
playing games".

Meanwhile, a senior
Iranian military official
has said renewed con-
flict with the US is "pos-
sible" after Donald
Trump rejected the latest
peace proposal from
Tehran.

"Evidence has
shown that the United
States is not committed
to any promises or
agreements," said Brig
Gen Mohammad Jafar
Asadi, spokesman for
Iran's military headquar-
ters, in remarks carried
by Iranian news agen-
cies.

"Surprise measures
are planned for the en-
emy, beyond their imagi-
nation," Asadi said.

Official Iranian out-
lets also meanwhile re-
stated an uncompromis-
ing position on naviga-
tion through the Strait of
Hormuz.

"With i ts domi-
nance and control over
nearly 2,000 kilometers
of Iran's coastline in the
Persian Gulf and the
Strait of Hormuz, the
IRGC (Revolutionary
Guards) Navy will make
this water area a source
of livelihood and power
for the dear Iranian
people and a source of
security and prosperity
for the region," the
semi-official Tasnim
news agency reported
Saturday. Iran says it's
ready for diplomacy

Trump has said re-
peatedly that Iran can
never ?have a nuclear
weapon and said on Fri-
day he was not satisfied
with the latest Iranian
proposal, while Iran's
foreign minister said
Tehran was ready for di-
plomacy if the US
changes its ?approach.

Reuters and other
news organisations re-
ported over the past
week that Tehran was
proposing to reopen the
strait before nuclear is-
sues were resolved. The
official confirmed that
this new timeline had
now been spelled out in
a formal proposal con-
veyed to the United
States through media-
tors. Trump also said on
Friday that "on a human
basis," he did not prefer
the military course of
action and told congres-
sional leaders he did not

?need their permission
to extend the war be-
yond a deadline set by
law for that day because
the ceasefire had "termi-
nated" hostilities.

While saying re-
peatedly he is in no
hurry, Trump is under
?domestic pressure to
break Iran's hold on the
strait, which has choked
off 20% of the world's oil
and gas supplies and
pushed up US gasoline
prices. Trump's Repub-
lican Party faces the risk
of ?a voter ?backlash
over higher prices when
the country votes in
midterm congressional
elections in November.

Iranian media said
Tehran's 14-point pro-
posal included the with-
drawal of US forces from
areas surrounding Iran,
lifting the blockade, re-
leasing Iran’s frozen as-
sets, payment of com-
pensation, lifting sanc-
tions and ending the war
on all fronts, including
Lebanon, as well as a
new control mechanism
for the strait.

The United States
and Israel suspended
their bombing campaign
against Iran four weeks
ago, but appear no closer
to a deal to end a war
that has caused the big-
gest disruption ever to
global energy supplies,
roiled global markets
and raised worries about
the possibil ity ?of a
wider global economic
downturn.

Iran has ?been
blocking nearly all ship-
ping from the Gulf apart
from its own for more
than two months. Last
month, the US imposed
its own blockade of
ships from Iranian ports.

said.
Israeli aircraft have

also attacked Iranian-
backed Hamas militants
in Gaza and Hezbollah
militants in Lebanon,
since the October 7, 2023
Hamas attacks on Israel.

Katz said the new
aircraft would lead to a
significant technologi-
cal leap in integrating
autonomous flight capa-
bilities, next-generation
defence systems, and
establishing Israeli mili-
tary dominance in space.

"Our mission is
clear: to ensure the IDF
has the tools, capabili-
ties, and strength to op-
erate anywhere, at any
time," Katz said. "We will
continue to invest, to
grow stronger, and to
stay ahead of our en-
emies - to keep Israel
secure today and in the
future."
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Governor Kundi terms youth as key asset for political parties

Zardari witnesses signing of Pak-China
agreements in Sanya

PDMA warns against heavy rains, storms
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Marka-e-Haq anniversary
observed at Mazar-e-Iqbal

with special tribute

DERA ISMAIL
KHAN (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi has said
that youth are a valu-
able asset for any po-
litical party and play a

central role in
strengthening organi-
zational structure and
highlighting public is-
sues.

He expressed
these views during a
meeting with provin-

cial leader of Pakistan
Peoples Party Youth
Organization Zafar Ali
Khan here at Kundi
Model Farm.

During the meet-
ing, both leaders dis-
cussed party affairs in

Tarar condemns targeting of innocent
civilians by Afghan Taliban in KP

Two rehabilitation
projects inaugurated
in Gwadar’s old town

New speed limit enforced
on Shahrah-e-Faisal

in Karachi

detail, with a particu-
lar focus on the role
and importance of
youth in political activi-
ties.

Governor Kundi
noted that the PPP has
always given central

importance to its youth
wing,

adding that active
participation of young
members is crucial for
enhancing the party’s
outreach.

He stressed the

need to
further mobilize

youth at the organiza-
tional level to effec-
tively raise public con-
cerns.

The matters re-
lated to Federal de-

partments and the
challenges faced at
that level were also
discussed.

On which, they
said these issues
would be resolved
through mutual coop-

Punjab approves
design of Gujranwala
Mass Transit system

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Information
Minister Attaullah
Tarar has condemned
the deliberate targeting
of innocent civilians by
Afghan Taliban in bor-
der districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, de-
scribing it as unaccept-
able, insidious and re-
flective of their bar-
baric disregard for hu-
man life.

In a post on his X
handle, he said resort-
ing to targeting civilian
areas after being com-
prehensively beaten
on ground by proud
security forces of Pa-
kistan and having no
courage to face them
is not only despicable
but also speaks vol-
umes of the low moral
character of the re-
gime leaders.

The Information
Minister said the press
statement of Deputy
Commissioner Bajaur
highlights that only in

Bajour District, nine
civilians including six
innocent children and
women have em-
braced Shahadat and
twelve including seven
women and one minor
were injured, due to
the unprovoked and
criminal targeting of
civilian population by
Afghan Taliban and
their Indian backed
proxy Fitna Al
Khwarij.

The Information
Minister said another
three civilians were
unfortunately injured
while playing cricket
due to the blatant and
shameless quadcopter
targeting by Fitna al
Khwarij.

Attaullah Tarar
said Afghan Taliban
regime's so called rep-
resentatives continue
to lay frivolous false
allegations of deliber-
ate targeting of civil-
ians by Pakistan.

He said it has

been reported with a
lot of clarity and evi-
dence that Pakistan
targets only terrorist
infrastructure and in-
formation has always
been promptly and
transparently shared
with the public,

whenever Paki-
stan targets terrorist
hideouts and support
infrastructure under
areas controlled by
Afghan Taliban re-
gime, while taking
great care for any sort
of civilian damage.

The Information
Minister said Pakistan
fight against Kharji ter-
rorists, their sponsors
and abettors remained
based on truth, prin-
ciples, honour, resolve
and faith.

 He said Kharjis
and their Indian
backed abettors' un-
holy fight and death
both are resigned in
shame, duplicity, greed
and evil.

PESHAWAR (INP):
The Provincial Disas-
ter Management Au-
thority (PDMA)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
on Saturday has is-
sued an alert of rain
and thunderstorm in
the province from
May 2 to 4 calling dis-
trict administrations to
take precautionary
measures.

The westerly
weather system is
forecast to bring dust-
thunderstorms and
rain, with isolated
heavy falls and hail-
storms across the
large swathes of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

from Saturday evening
till Monday.

The PDMA has
warned against likely
rain and hailstorms in
upper districts of KP
and expected heavy
rainfall in Peshawar,
Mardan and
Nowshera and plains
of the region with
likely threat of urban
flooding.

The disaster man-
agement authority has
warned against land-
slides in vulnerable
area of upper districts
and flooding in local
drains.

“Strong winds
could damage, vulner-

able structures, elec-
tric poles and solar
panels,” PDMA said.
The farmers have
been advised to take
care of their crops to
avoid losses.

The district au-
thorities have been di-
rected to keep the res-
cue teams on alert and
ensure provision of
resources.

The PDMA has
also directed to keep
the key highways
open and the traffic
flowing while taking
urgent measures to
ensure water drainage
and avoiding urban
flooding.

KARACHI (INP):  The
Karachi Traffic Police
have increased the
speed limit on Shahrah-
e-Faisal, ARY News re-
ported on Saturday. Ac-
cording to a notification
issued by the DIG Traf-
fic Office, the new speed
limits have been imple-
mented to improve traf-
fic flow and ensure pub-
lic safety. In a statement
shared on social media,
Sindh Police said the
measure aims to en-
hance road safety and re-
duce accidents across
the city.  The police
urged the citizens to
strictly follow the new
speed limits to avoid
fines and help maintain
smoother traffic condi-
tions. Notably, in No-
vember last year, speed
limits were set at 60 km/
h for light vehicles and
motorcycles, while
heavy traffic was re-
stricted to 30 km/h on
major roads, including
Shahrah-e-Faisal. Earlier,
the Sindh High Court
(SHC) issued directives
to the authorities con-
cerned for submission of
response related to

pleas against e-challan
system. As per details,
SHC hearing concerning
applications related to
traffic violations under
the e-Challan system
highlighted a lack of re-
sponse from key gov-
ernment officials. The
Chief Secretary, Secre-
tary of Local Govern-
ment, DG KDA, and the
Mayor have not submit-
ted their replies on this
critical matter, with only
the Transport Depart-
ment providing input.
Lawyer Tariq Mansoor,
representing public in-
terest concerns in
Karachi, stated that
these applications relate
to public safety and are
presently deemed non-
admissible. The Trans-
port Department’s coun-
sel noted that the intro-
duction of the e-Challan
system has led to a 40%
reduction in traffic acci-
dents. Additionally, the
department highlighted a
significant rise in fines,
with penalties in 2023
having increased from
one thousand to five
thousand percent com-
pared to previous rates.

GWADAR (INP):
Member of the Pro-
vincial Assembly for
Gwadar Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman
and Gwadar Develop-
ment Authority Direc-
tor General Moin-ur-
Rehman Khan inau-
gurated two com-
pleted schemes under
the GDA Old Town
Rehabilitation Project,
according to a
Gwadar Pro's report.

The schemes in-
clude the Faqeer
Colony Bridge and
Kitab Chowk near the
RCD Council.  Ac-
cording to GDA, re-
lated work included
the construction and
expansion of Club
Road, drainage im-
provements and beau-
tification measures.

Chief Engineer

GDA Haji Syed
Muhammad, Project
Director of the Old
Town Rehabilitation
Project Mir Doda
Khan Marri, former
Tehsil Municipal Com-
mittee chairman
Sharif Mian Dad, po-
litical and social fig-
ures, and relevant of-
ficials were also
present.

Speaking to the
media, Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman
said the projects were
the seventh and eighth
schemes inaugurated
in recent months un-
der the Old Town Re-
habilitation Project.
He said the work was
aimed at improving in-
frastructure in
Gwadar’s old city and
providing basic facili-
ties to residents.

The Met Office
has forecast thunder-
storms, rains and hail-
storms under the influ-
ence of the westerly
wave in Chitral, Dir,
Swat, Kalam,
Shangla, Buner,
Kohistan, Malakand,
Battagram, Mansehra,
Abbottabad, Balakot,
Haripur, Mardan,
Nowshera, Peshawar,
Bajaur, Mohmand,
Orakzai, Khyber,
Swabi, Charsadda,
Kohat, Kurram,
Hangu, Karak, Bannu,
Lakki Marwat, Tank,
Dera Ismail Khan and
Waziristan districts of
the province.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  President Asif
Ali Zardari witnessed
the signing of one joint
venture agreement
and two memoranda
of understanding be-
tween Pakistani and
Chinese organisations
in Sanya, China, cov-
ering construction ma-
chinery, animal health
and medical technol-
ogy.

An MoU was
signed between Al
Hassan Trade Estab-
lishment, Sany Inter-
national Development
and Hainan Jiaolong
International Technol-
ogy on cooperation in
high-end equipment,
manufacturing and
construction machin-
ery, according to a
Gwadar Pro's report.

The trilateral co-
operation focuses on

work related to the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor, the
supply of construction
machinery and equip-
ment, the development
of a professional tal-
ent training system,
and after-sales opera-
tion and maintenance
services.

The parties will
also explore invest-
ment opportunities for
establishing factories
in Pakistan and pro-
moting localised pro-
duction of construc-
tion machinery.

The MoU was
signed by Senator
Saleem Mandviwalla,
Sany Group Vice
President Li Qin, and
Hainan Jiaolong Inter-
national Trade Com-
pany Chairman Hao
Jiaolong.

A joint venture

agreement was signed
between the Live-
stock & Fisheries De-
partment of the Gov-
ernment of Sindh and
Luoyang Modern Bi-
ology Group of China
for the distribution and
supply of animal vac-
cines in Pakistan, in-
cluding foot-and-
mouth disease vac-
cines.  The agreement
also provides for tech-
nology exchange and
future cooperation on
animal track-and-
trace systems in Paki-
stan.

The agreement
was signed by Sindh
Senior Provincial Min-
ister Sharjeel Inam
Memon and Luoyang
Modern Biology
Group Chairman
Wang Shanpu.

Another MoU
was signed between

Dr Ziauddin Hospital
and Shenzhen
Weibang Technology
to develop a coopera-
tion model based on
“product + service +
solution” in medical
technology.

The understanding
focuses on the appli-
cation of intelligent
medical robots in clini-
cal medicine, with the
stated aim of support-
ing Pakistan’s health
system.

The MoU was
signed by Dr Anoop
Kumar Dawani of Dr
Ziauddin Hospital and
Shenzhen Weibang
Technology Deputy
General Manager
Deng Haitao. A short
documentary tracing
75 years of Pakistan-
China friendship was
also screened at the
ceremony.

eration and serious ef-
forts.

The governor as-
sured that all possible
steps would be taken
to address public con-
cerns, especially those
affecting the youth.

LAHORE (INP):
A solemn ceremony
was held at Mazar-e-
Iqbal to mark the first
anniversary of the
Marka-e-Haq victory,
where rich tribute was
paid to the Thinker of
Pakistan. Renowned
singer Rahat Fateh Ali
Khan captivated the
audience by perform-
ing Iqbal’s famous
verses, including “Lab
Pe Aati Hai Dua.

” Students from
various institutions
also attended the cer-
emony, laid floral
wreaths, and ex-
pressed their rever-
ence.  Students from
Government College
University Lahore
also performed Iqbal’s
poetry, adding to the
spirit of the gathering.

Among the par-

ticipants were UET
Vice Chancellor Dr.
Shahid Munir, Princi-
pal of Fatima Jinnah
Medical College Dr.
Khalid Masood
Gondal, Principal of
Kinnaird College for
Women University Dr.
Iram, Pro-Rector of
University of Manage-
ment and Technology
Dr. Ijazullah Cheema,
Dean of University of
the Punjab Dr.
Baseera Ambrain,
Dean of Lahore Col-
lege for Women Uni-
versity Dr. Rehana,
Dean of Government
College University
Lahore Dr. Shahzad
Hussain, Vice Chan-
cellor of Superior Uni-
versity Dr.
Muhammad Nizam,
and Dr. Nadeem
Jaffer.

International
climate training

concludes
at University

 of Gujrat
ISLAMABAD (INP):   A
three-day international
training workshop on cli-
mate-smart development
and carbon neutrality
concluded at the Uni-
versity of Gujrat, as part
of growing efforts to
strengthen academic co-
operation between Paki-
stan and China. The
workshop brought to-
gether researchers, fac-
ulty members and stu-
dents to discuss climate
change, carbon neutral-
ity strategies and sus-
tainable development
practices.

According to a
Gwadar Pro's report,  the
sessions led by Dr Li
Wei, Associate Profes-
sor at the Department of
Earth System Science at
Tsinghua University, fo-
cused on global climate
frameworks and carbon
management.  Dr Li also
discussed the carbon
credit market and ex-
pressed willingness to
support further training.

LAHORE (INP): A
key meeting chaired
by Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz
in Lahore approved
the design of the
Gujranwala Mass
Transit System, with a
detailed briefing given
on various aspects of
the project.

The chief minister
directed that every
area of Gujranwala be
connected to the
metro system through
feeder buses to en-
sure convenient

and integrated
public transport facili-
ties for citizens. She
also approved the in-
clusion of two tunnel
sections in the project
to

reduce traffic
pressure, along with a
principled approval for
17 to 19 kilometers of
underground track.

Under the project,
a 31.5-kilometer tran-
sit system will be con-
structed from Ghakhar

to Aimanabad, featur-
ing 24 stations, includ-
ing

two underground
stations. Depots will
be established in
Garjakh, Chan Da
Qila, and
Gondlanwala.

Officials said the
system will have the
capacity to facilitate
2.6 million passengers,
while solar systems
will be installed at
each

station and depot.
In addition, a 62-kilo-
meter drainage sys-
tem and a modern
command and control
center will also be de-
veloped alongside the
project.

Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz said
the completion of the
project would trans-
form the transport cul-
ture of Gujranwala
and provide citizens
with a modern and
high-quality travel sys-
tem.

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister's Youth Programme (PYMP) Chairman Rana Mashood Ahmad Khan
in a meeting with representatives from UNFPA and Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.

RAWALPINDI: Parliamentary Secretary Barrister Danyal Chaudhry inaugurated Rawalpindi Grade-
II Division Cricket Team trials.

LAHORE:  Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding
power sector in Lahore.
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Balochistan Health Secretary
Clarifies Equipment

Transfer, Terms Social
Media Claims Misleading

Gwadar Administration Intensifies Anti-Dengue
Campaign Amid Rising Cases

Governor Balochistan Reaffirms Commitment to Press
Freedom on World Press Freedom Day

DC Usta Muhammad Reviews School Development Project
Under BSDI, Stresses Quality and Timely Completion

QUETTA: Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail,
Governor of
Balochistan, ex-
pressed solidarity with
journalists across Pa-
kistan and around the
world on World Press
Freedom Day, em-
phasizing that press
freedom is both a con-
stitutional right and a
democratic necessity.

He stated that
freedom of expression
is like oxygen in the
modern world, without
which democratic sys-
tems cannot survive.

A healthy, in-
formed, and just soci-
ety, he noted, depends
on a free and indepen-
dent press.

Role of Media in
a Digital Age The
Governor highlighted
that, like other sectors,
journalism is rapidly
evolving with digitali-
zation. With the rise of
social media, news and
information now reach
millions instantly, mak-
ing the media both
more accessible and
more sensitive.

He urged respon-
sible behavior from all
individuals, emphasiz-
ing that unverified in-

FC Commandant Emphasizes
Importance of Quality Education
at BRC Zhob Farewell Ceremony

GWADAR: Amid
growing concerns
over Dengue Fever,
the district administra-
tion of Gwadar has
accelerated preven-
tive measures under
the special directives
of Nakeebullah
Kakar.

Under the leader-
ship of District Health
Officer Dr. Yasir
Tahir, the health de-
partment, in coordina-
tion with multiple insti-
tutions, has launched
an effective and coor-
dinated anti-dengue
strategy at the com-
munity level.

House-to-House
Awareness and Sur-
veillance Lady Health
Supervisors (LHS)
and Lady Health
Workers (LHWs)
have been mobilized to
conduct door-to-door
awareness campaigns
across the district.
Teams are educating
citizens on preventive
measures, conducting

U S T A
M U H A M M A D :
Muhammad Ramzan
Palal, Deputy Com-
missioner of Usta
Muhammad, con-
ducted a detailed visit
to Government Boys
High School Ali Abad
to review ongoing de-
velopment work under
the Balochistan Spe-
cial Development Ini-
tiative.

He was accom-
panied by SDO B&R
Ashiq Ali Bohar dur-
ing the inspection.

Focus on School
Security and Infra-
structure During the
visit, construction
work on the school’s
boundary wall was
found in progress un-
der the BSDI scheme.
Officials stated that
the project aims to en-
hance security and

active surveillance,
identifying suspected
cases, and monitoring
mosquito larvae to
curb the spread of the
disease at an early
stage.

Targeted Opera-
tions in Affected Ar-
eas Following an in-
crease in dengue
cases in Union Coun-
cil North areas—par-
ticularly Naya Abad,
Shambay Ismail, and
Faqeer Colony—
emergency targeted
operations have been
launched. Special
teams, led by the Vec-

tor Borne Diseases
(VBD) coordinator,
are actively engaged
in case detection, pub-
lic awareness, envi-
ronmental sanitation,
and preventive ac-
tions.

Authorities are
also ensuring timely
reporting and follow-
up of suspected and
confirmed cases.

Fogging and In-
door Spray
Campaigns““In col-
laboration with the
Municipal Committee
Gwadar, a regular fog-
ging campaign has

been initiated in af-
fected areas, sched-
uled at least every
third day to control
adult mosquito popula-
tions.

Additionally, an
Indoor Residual
Spraying (IRS) cam-
paign is set to begin
within the next few
days to eliminate mos-
quitoes inside homes
and prevent virus
transmission.

Multi-Departmen-
tal Coordination The
district administration
has activated all rel-
evant departments, in-

cluding environmental
protection, municipal
services, local govern-
ment, public health
engineering, educa-
tion, social welfare,
and non-governmental
organizations.

Joint efforts have
significantly boosted
cleanliness drives,
awareness programs,
and environmental im-
provements.

Public Coopera-
t i o n
Urged““Authorities
emphasized that the
primary goal of these
timely and coordinated
efforts is to control
dengue cases, break
the chain of transmis-
sion, and prevent any
potential outbreak.

Citizens have been
urged to adopt preven-
tive measures, main-
tain cleanliness in their
surroundings, and fully
cooperate with health
teams to help ensure
a safe and healthy en-
vironment in Gwadar.

provide students with
a safe, peaceful, and
improved learning en-
vironment.

A detailed briefing
was given to the
Deputy Commissioner
regarding the project’s
progress, construction

ency DC Muhammad
Ramzan Palal closely
reviewed the quality
and pace of construc-
tion and directed au-
thorities to ensure
completion in accor-
dance with PC-1
specifications within

ligence would not be
tolerated and that
maintaining quality
standards is non-ne-
gotiable.

G ov e r n me n t ’s
Commitment to Edu-
cation The Deputy
Commissioner noted
that under the leader-

Balochistan Finance Minister Shoaib Nosherwani Reaffirms
Commitment to Press Freedom on World Press Freedom Day

formation and fake
news should not be
shared.

Media as the
Fourth Pillar of the
State Mandokhail de-
scribed journalism as
the fourth pillar of the
state, explaining that
while parliament
makes laws, the judi-
ciary interprets them,
and the executive en-
forces them, the me-
dia acts as a bridge

between the govern-
ment and the public.

Tribute to
Martyred Journalists
On the occasion, he
paid tribute to journal-
ists who lost their lives
in the line of duty, hon-
oring their courage
and sacrifices.

He also acknowl-
edged the contribu-
tions of senior journal-
ists and pledged that
their services would

never be forgotten.
Support for Young

Journalists The Gov-
ernor assured that the
rights and job security
of young journalists
would be safeguarded,
recognizing their criti-
cal role in the future of
media.

Embracing Digital
Journalism Concluding
his message,
Mandokhail empha-
sized that the world is

ZHOB : Brigadier
Muhammad Azhar
Khan, Commandant
Frontier Corps, high-
lighted the critical im-
portance of quality
education while ad-
dressing a farewell
ceremony held in
honor of graduating
students at
Balochistan Residen-
tial College Zhob.

He stated that

entering an era of ar-
tificial intelligence and
robotics, moving be-
yond traditional pen-
and-paper journalism.

He urged media
professionals to adopt
modern tools, master
new technologies, and
enhance their skills in
digital journalism to ef-
fectively serve the
public and contribute
to the province’s de-
velopment.

materials, and ex-
pected completion
timeline.

Emphasis on
Quality and Transpar-

the stipulated
timeframe.

He stressed that
the use of substandard
materials or any neg-

ship of Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti, the pro-
vincial government is
taking serious and
practical steps to im-

prove educational in-
stitutions and provide
essential facilities
across Balochistan.

He also acknowl-
edged the role of
Sardarzada Faisal
Khan Jamali in identi-
fying and initiating de-
velopment schemes in
the region.

Ensuring Better
Learning Environment
Concluding his visit,
the Deputy Commis-
sioner instructed rel-
evant officials to en-
sure transparency,
quality,

and timely
completion of develop-
ment projects so that
students can benefit
from a modern, se-
cure, and conducive
educational environ-
ment that enhances
their academic perfor-
mance.

QUETTA: Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani has empha-
sized the close relation-
ship between politics
and journalism, stating
that both play intercon-
nected roles in address-
ing societal issues.

In his message on
World Press Freedom
Day, he said journalists
highlight public issues
through their writing,
while politicians work to
resolve those issues

through parliamentary
and policy platforms.

Commitment to Free
and Independent Media
The provincial minister
reaffirmed that the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
is fully committed to en-
suring press freedom
and addressing the chal-
lenges faced by journal-
ists across the province.

He paid tribute to
journalists, columnists,
reporters, editors, and all

media professionals in
Pakistan and around the
world—particularly in
Balochistan—for their
dedication to truth, in-
tegrity, and professional
responsibility.

Role of Journalism
i n
Democracy“Nosherwani
highlighted that journal-
ism forms the founda-
tion of any civilized and
democratic society.

He noted that a free,

independent, and re-
sponsible media plays a
vital role in raising pub-
lic awareness by provid-
ing accurate informa-
tion.

He further de-
scribed media as a
strong bridge between
the state and the public,
facilitating transparency
and accountability.

Importance of Cred-
ible Information The
minister stressed that

unbiased, authentic, and
timely information is the
true essence of journal-
ism, contributing signifi-
cantly to social develop-
ment and national stabil-
ity.

Tribute to
Balochistan Journalists
He particularly acknowl-
edged journalists in
Balochistan for their
courage and commit-
ment, noting that despite
challenging conditions.

QUETTA: Mujeeb ur
Rehman Panezai, Sec-
retary Health
Balochistan, has re-
jected circulating so-
cial media reports re-
garding Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed
Hospital, calling them
misleading and con-
trary to facts.

He stated that
upon receiving infor-
mation about the
transfer of medical
equipment earlier in
the day, he immedi-
ately sought complete
details to clarify the
situation. Temporary
Transfer of Equipment
Panezai explained
that, following ap-
proval in a high-level
meeting, cardiac
equipment from
Sheikh Zayed Hospi-
tal is being temporarily
shifted to Bolan Insti-
tute of Cardiology and
Vascular Diseases.

He added that pro-
curement of new and
advanced medical
equipment for BICVD
has already been com-
pleted, with delivery
expected within the
next two to three
months.

Once the new
equipment arrives, the
existing equipment will
be reinstalled at
Sheikh Zayed Hospi-
tal.

No Reduction in
Medical Services The
Health Secretary em-
phasized that no hos-
pital is being deprived
of medical facilities.
Instead, the move
aims to optimize re-
source allocation and
improve service deliv-
ery by strengthening
multiple healthcare fa-
cilities across the prov-
ince.

He said the ob-
jective is to ensure pa-
tients receive quality
treatment closer to
their homes, saving
time and improving ac-
cess to healthcare ser-
vices.

Revival of Sheikh
Khalifa Hospital
Panezai noted that
Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Hospital, which
remained inactive in
the past, has been fully
revived under the cur-
rent government.

The hospital is
now providing 24/7 ser-
vices, including emer-

gency care, gynecol-
ogy, and surgery.

He also high-
lighted the availability
of modern diagnostic
facilities such as MRI,
CT scan, ultrasound,
and other advanced
medical services.

Warning Against
Misinformation Ex-
pressing concern over
the spread of unveri-
fied videos and infor-
mation on social me-
dia, he said such be-
havior creates unnec-
essary panic and con-
fusion among the pub-
lic.

 He urged citizens
and media outlets to
verify information be-
fore sharing and to re-
sponsibly highlight
positive developments.

Commitment to
Healthcare Improve-
ment Reaffirming the
government’s com-
mitment, Panezai
stated that continuous
efforts are underway
to improve the
healthcare sector
across Balochistan
and ensure the provi-
sion of modern, high-
quality medical ser-
vices to the public.

quality education is
essential for tackling
modern-day chal-
lenges and urged stu-
dents to adopt the guid-
ing principles of
Muhammad Ali
Jinnah—faith, unity,
and discipline—to help
build a strong and pro-
gressive society.

Recognition of
Academic Excellence
The ceremony was
attended by Principal
BRC Professor Guldar
Ali Khan Wazir, Prin-
cipal Boys Degree
College Professor
Abdul Rehman Amin
Mandokhel, President

Press Club Rafiq
Mandokhel, along with
teachers, parents, and
students.

Brigadier Azhar
Khan praised BRC
Zhob as one of the top
residential institutions
in the province, noting
that its students have
consistently achieved
outstanding academic
results, bringing pride
to the entire Zhob Di-

vision.
Message to

Graduating Students
He congratulated the
students on achieving
a significant milestone
in their academic jour-
ney, while reminding
them that a new phase
of life requires greater
dedication, hard work,
and perseverance.

The Commandant
also assured full sup-
port to the institution
and announced sub-
stantial cash prizes for
position-holder stu-
dents.

Commitment to
Educational Excel-

lence On the occasion,
Principal Professor
Guldar Ali Khan Wazir
and Professor Abdul
Rehman Amin
Mandokhel extended
their best wishes to
the graduating stu-
dents, reaffirming the
institution’s commit-
ment to promoting
quality education and
character building.

Parents also ex-

pressed satisfaction,
stating that their chil-
dren received quality
education and excel-
lent training over the
past six years.

They appreciated
the institution’s perfor-
mance, noting the
strong participation of
families from remote
areas as a testament
to its success. The
ceremony concluded
with the distribution of
certificates among
teachers and graduat-
ing students, marking
the end of an impor-
tant academic chapter
for the graduates.

Balochistan: 2 Security Men
Injured in Duki Landmine Blast

Hussain Zarkoon:
DUKI : Two security
personnel were in-
jured in a landmine ex-
plosion in
Balochistan’s Duki dis-
trict during the escort
of coal transport ve-
hicles, officials con-
firmed on Friday.

According to se-
curity sources, uniden-
tified militants had
planted an improvised
explosive device
(IED) in the Talau
Kach area to target
security forces pro-

tecting coal supply
routes. The blast oc-
curred when two per-
sonnel, identified as
Abdul Rehman and
Nawab Khan, were
travelling on a motor-
cycle ahead of a con-
voy of coal-laden
trucks. The motor-
cycle reportedly hit the
buried explosive, trig-
gering a powerful ex-
plosion that left both
men wounded.

Following the at-
tack, security forces
sealed the area and

shifted the injured per-
sonnel to a nearby hos-
pital for treatment. A
heavy contingent of
security forces later
launched a search op-
eration in the area to
track down the attack-
ers. The incident high-
lights growing security
concerns in coal min-
ing regions of
Balochistan, particu-
larly in Duki district,
where militants have
previously targeted
security teams and
transport convoys.
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Industry opposes Sui Southern Gas
Company’s tariff hike petition

Spirit Airlines shuts down globally

Oil spike threatens Pakistan’s economic growth

Opec+ agrees third oil output quota hike
since Hormuz closure

Foreign investors exit T-bills

NEWS DESK:
Pakistan’s inflation is
l ikely to remain in
double digits if the
surge in oil prices per-
sists amid the unre-
solved Middle East con-
flict, analysts warned,
adding that rising costs
and disrupted imports
are already straining the
country’s external posi-
tion.

Topline Securities
Ltd released its latest
“Pakistan Strategy” re-
port  on Saturday,
analysing the impact of
soaring oil prices amid
regional tensions and
their implications for
Pakistan’s economy and
stock market. The bro-
kerage said the situation
is prolonged and evolv-
ing, with outcomes hing-
ing on whether the con-
flict ends or a peaceful
resolution is reached.

The report  pro-
jected that if current
conditions persist ,
Pakistan’s inflation over
the next 12 months could
average 9-10 per cent,
with fourth-quarter FY26
inflation surpassing
11pc. These forecasts
are based on an oil price
of $100 per barrel, with
every $10 increase add-
ing roughly 50 basis
points to inflation esti-
mates. At $120 per bar-
rel, average annual infla-
tion could reach 10-11pc,
prompting the State
Bank of Pakistan to con-

NEWS DESK: The war
in the region has almost
wiped out foreign in-
vestment in Pakistan’s
domestic bonds, leaving
little chance of recovery
if the current situation
prevails, said financial
experts.

The State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) data
showed that foreign in-
vestors have almost left
the domestic bonds,
which had been their
preferred choice, as re-
turns were highest in the
region and very high
compared with most
other countries.

A day ago, the cen-
tral bank further in-
creased the yields on
Treasury Bills by up to
83 basis points to almost
12pc, making them more
attractive to investors.

The SBP data
showed that over 94pc
of foreign investment in
T-bills left the country
by April 17. Mideast war
drives 94pc outflow from
treasury bills

This could be a re-
sult of destabilisation
due to war in the region,
which is still ongoing
without knowing the fi-
nal outcome of this
deadlock in the talks be-
tween Iran and the
United States.

Threats and
counter-threats between
the two countries have
created a broad range of
uncertainties, while sig-

nificant disruptions to
oil and gas supplies
from the region have al-
ready jeopardised frag-
ile economies such as
Pakistan’s.

The oil import bill
has risen to $800m per
week, up from $300m be-
fore the Middle East
conflict. The war has
greatly shaken confi-
dence as evidenced by
the case of lucrative do-
mestic bonds. From July
1 to April 17 2025-26, in-
flows into T-bills were
$975 million, while out-
flows were $917 million,
indicating a net invest-
ment of $58m.

Experts said it is
highly encouraging that
Pakistan repaid a huge
amount of $3.5bn to the
UAE, $1.4bn against Eu-
robond maturity, and al-
lowed outflows of prof-
its and dividends from
foreign investments

KARACHI: Business
leaders have strongly
opposed the Sui South-
ern Gas Company’s
(SSGC) petition to the
Oil and Gas Regulatory
Authority (Ogra) seek-
ing a substantial in-
crease in gas prices for
the next fiscal year and
urged the regulator to
reject the proposal in the
interest of the economy
and industrial
sustainability.

In a statement, Busi-
nessmen Group (BMG)
Chairman Zubair
Motiwala and Karachi
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KCCI)
President Muhammad
Rehan Hanif expressed
concern that the effec-
tive hike could reach 286
per cent when accumu-
lated shortfalls of over
Rs545 billion are incor-
porated.

They said that this
would push the pre-
scribed gas price to ap-
proximately Rs6,855 per
million British thermal
units (mmBtu) and raise
the total revenue re-
quirement to around
Rs1.28 trillion.

They termed this
demand entirely un-
called for and unjusti-
fied, noting that even on
a standalone basis, the
SSGC has sought a steep
121pc increase in pre-
scribed prices to about
Rs 3,935 per mmBtu,
which is disproportion-
ately higher than the

21pc rise requested by
the Sui Northern Gas
Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL).

Warns effective in-
crease may reach 286pc
with accumulated short-
falls

They emphasised
that the petition effec-
tively converts gas tar-
iffs into a mechanism for
recovering historical fi-
nancial inefficiencies
rather than reflecting the
actual cost of service.
Gas throughput has de-
clined by 9.4pc, yet op-
erating expenses have
surged by more than
108pc, indicating serious
lapses in cost control
and operational effi-
ciency.

Embedding a cumu-
lative revenue shortfall
of nearly Rs956bn into
current tariffs places an
unfair burden on exist-

ing consumers, particu-
larly the industrial sec-
tor, which is already un-
der stress.

The KCCI leader-
ship also objected to the
inclusion of Rs312bn as
interest on Gas Develop-
ment Surcharge (GDS)
receivables, stating that
this represents a finan-
cial dispute between
SSGC and the federal
government and should
not be transferred to
consumers who have al-
ready paid the sur-
charge.

They also rejected
the inclusion of
Rs16.35bn as
Balochistan revenue
shortfall adjustment and
Rs2.3bn for LPG air mix
projects, asserting that
these are policy-related
costs that must be borne
by the government
through the national

budget rather than im-
posed on industrial con-
sumers.

They stated that
both SSGC and SNGPL
must first transparently
identify and address the
root causes of their fi-
nancial deficits rather
than relying on steep tar-
iff increases.

The core issue is
the sharp decline in in-
dustrial gas consump-
tion which has dropped
by nearly 50pc due to
unviable pricing. At the
same time, high unac-
counted-for-gas (UFG)
losses, including theft,
leakages and inefficien-
cies, particularly in the
domestic segment, con-
tinue to persist at el-
evated levels, while do-
mestic consumption re-
mains largely un-
changed due to heavy
subsidies.

NEWS DESK: Opec+
agreed on Sunday on a
modest oil output hike
for June, an increase
that will remain largely
on paper as long as the
US-Israeli war on Iran
continues to disrupt
Gulf oil supplies through
the Strait of Hormuz.

Seven Opec+ coun-
tries will raise oil output
targets by 188,000 bar-
rels per day in June, the
third consecutive
monthly increase, Opec+
said in a statement after
an online meeting. The
increase is the same as
that agreed for May mi-
nus the share of the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE), which left the
group on May 1.

The move is de-
signed to show the
group is ready to raise
supplies once the war
stops and signals that
Opec+ is pressing on
with a business-as-usual
approach despite the
departure of the UAE
from Opec+, sources as-
sociated with the alliance
and analysts said.

Opec+ is sending a
two-layer message to the
market: continuity de-
spite the UAE’s exit, and
control despite limited
physical impact, said

Jorge Leon, an analyst at
Rystad and former Opec
official.

While output is in-
creasing on paper, the
real impact on physical
supply remains very lim-
ited, given the Strait of
Hormuz constraints.
This is less about add-
ing barrels and more
about signaling that
Opec+ still calls the
shots.

Top Opec+ pro-
ducer Saudi Arabia’s
quota will rise to 10.291
million bpd in June un-
der the agreement, far
above actual produc-
tion. The kingdom re-
ported actual produc-
tion of 7.76m bpd to
Opec in March.

amounting to $1.8bn
during the first nine
months of FY26.

“Pakistan has re-
entered the international
market and raised $750m,
reflecting that the confi-
dence of foreign inves-
tors would jump with the
end of the Gulf war, and
we can expect large for-
eign investments in the
post-war era,” said S.S.
Iqbal, a money market
expert. He said Pakistan
would be in the best po-
sition compared with
other regional countries,
as it has succeeded in
developing good rela-
tions with all major glo-
bal powers and Gulf
countries. The SBP data
showed that the highest
outflows from the T-bills
were $291m to the UK,
followed by $271m to the
UAE. Other significant
outflows were $218m to
Bahrain and $77m to

Singapore. An outflow of
$32m was to the USA.

Financial experts
noted that despite the
highly attractive returns
on domestic bonds, Chi-
nese investors never
entered the market. In-
stead, Pakistan is seek-
ing to enter the Chinese
financial market through
a $250m Panda bond is-
suance. China has been
the largest foreign in-
vestor in the country for
several years and is the
biggest trade partner, re-
placing the UAE.

They said the
100bps interest rate hike
to 11.5pc was a good
move, as April inflation
was 10.9pc. This means
the increased returns on
T-bills could be highly
attractive to domestic in-
vestors, as they offered
Rs3.8 trillion in the auc-
tion held a couple of
days ago.

The seven mem-
bers who met on Sunday
were Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
Kuwait,  Algeria,
Kazakhstan, Russia, and
Oman.

With the UAE leav-
ing, Opec+ comprises 21
members, including Iran.
But in recent years, only
the seven nations plus
the UAE have been in-
volved in monthly pro-
duction decisions.

Hike remains largely
symbolic until Hormuz
reopens

The US-Israeli war
on Iran, which began on
February 28, and the re-
sulting closure of the
Hormuz strait  have
throttled exports from
Opec+ members Saudi

Arabia,
Iraq and Kuwait, as

well as from the UAE.
Before the conflict, these
producers were the only
countries in the group
able to raise production.

Even when ship-
ping through the Strait
of Hormuz reopens, it
will take several weeks if
not months for flows to
normalise, oil executives
from the Gulf and global
oil traders have said.

The supply disrup-
tion has propelled oil
prices to a four-year
high above $125 per bar-
rel as analysts begin to
predict widespread jet
fuel shortages in one to
two months and a spike
in global inflation.

NEWS DESK: US air
carriers mobilised on
Saturday to help pas-
sengers and crew
members stranded by
the overnight shutdown
of Spirit Airlines, after
last-minute talks with
creditors and the White
House collapsed.

The budget airline
known for its bright
yellow planes suc-
cumbed to crushing
fuel prices and an-
nounced in the early
hours of Saturday that
“all flights have been
cancelled, and cus-
tomer service is no
longer available” as it
“started winding down
its global operations,
effective immediately.”
Other carriers, includ-
ing American,  Delta,
United, and jetBlue,
leapt at the news on
Saturday, offering what
some dubbed “rescue
fares” to those waking
up with cancelled itin-
eraries.

Some said they

were increasing flights
or the size of planes in
and out of airports
where Spirit had a sig-
nificant presence.

Carriers also
sought to support ma-
rooned Spirit staff —
and hire them. Several
carriers encouraged
now-jobless crew
members to apply to
their open roles.

Spirit had been in
bankruptcy since Au-
gust 2025 — its sec-

ond in less than a year
— and the White
House had been con-
sidering a bailout.

“The recent mate-
rial increase in oil prices
and other pressures on
the business have sig-
nificantly impacted
Spirit’s financial out-
look,” the company
said in a statement.

“With no additional
funding available to the
company,   Spirit had
no choice but to begin

this wind-down.” It
has promised refunds.

US Transportation
Secre-tary Sean Duffy
scrambled to defend
the Trump
administration’s posi-
tion as a rescue plan
never materialised.

“The president
was like a dog on a
bone trying to figure
out a way to keep Spirit
afloat,” Duffy said in a
morn-ing press confer-
ence.

sider further policy rate
hikes to protect real re-
turns.

Rising energy costs
and inflation are ex-
pected to weigh heavily
on economic growth.
Topline Securities low-
ered its GDP forecast for
FY27 to 2.5-3.0pc, down
from an earlier 4.0pc, re-
flecting a 100-120bps im-
pact. FY26 growth is

maintained at 3.5-4.0pc,
in line with the central
bank’s revised guide-
lines. Industrial growth
could fall to 1pc from
3.9pc,  agriculture to
4.0pc from 4.4pc, and
services to 2.8pc from
4.0pc if the conflict con-
tinues. By contrast, if
tensions ease by FY27,
growth could stabilise
around 3.5-4.0pc.

Fiscal outlook
Analysts at Topline

Securities expect the cur-
rent account deficit
(CAD) for FY27 to re-
main below $3.5 billion
(0.8pc of GDP) with ad-
ministrative measures.
However, slippages or
lax import controls could
push it  above $8bn
(1.9pc of GDP), straining
foreign exchange re-

serves.  The consoli-
dated fiscal deficit for
FY26 is expected to re-
main in the range of 4.0-
4.5pc of GDP due to re-
lief spending, slightly
above the IMF target of
4.0pc. A similar range is
anticipated for FY27.

A measured govern-
ment response could
keep FY27 currency de-
preciation around 5-6pc.

Without intervention,
supply-demand pres-
sures could accelerate
losses.

The Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) has suf-
fered amid regional tur-
moil and rising oil prices,
ranking the third worst
performer globally in the
January-March quarter
with a 15pc decline. In-
dia and Indonesia

posted larger falls of 19.4
and 19.0pc, respectively.
Heavy dependence on
imported energy, Paki-
stan imports 85pc of its
requirements, is cited as
a key factor. Petroleum
imports are projected at
$15bn for FY26, roughly
22pc of total imports.

Topline Securities
recommended remaining
overweight in explora-
tion and production
(E&P) firms, fertilisers,
and banks, while adopt-
ing a market-weight
stance on pharmaceuti-
cals and consumer
goods. Caution is ad-
vised in cyclical sectors
due to potential GDP
slowdown.

Im p o r t s / r e mi t -
tances

Non-oil imports, ex-
pected to reach $48-
50bn in FY26, could
threaten macroeco-
nomic reforms if unre-
strained. Historically,
administrative measures
have played a key role
in curbing imports dur-
ing crises,  including
FY09, FY19, FY20, and
FY23. Topline Securities
forecasts an 8pc fall in
non-oil imports for FY27
with government inter-
vention,  alongside a
12pc decline in petro-
leum product consump-
tion due to higher prices.

Remittances are
projected to fall 3.5pc,
reflecting a 10pc decline
from the Gulf Coopera-

tion Council region and
modest growth else-
where. Exports are ex-
pected to drop 4pc. With
these assumptions, the
FY27 current account
deficit is estimated at
$3.5bn (0.8pc of GDP).

Policy rate
The SBP raised its

policy rate by 100bps to
11.5pc on April 27. If oil
prices remain at $120 per
barrel, further rate hikes
may be necessary. The
rupee-dollar exchange
rate is forecast to close
FY26 at Rs280-282 and
FY27 at Rs294-298 (av-
erage Rs289). Persistent
conflict could drive de-
preciation above the his-
toric 5-6pc average.

The benchmark
KSE-100 index is down
7pc year-to-date and
14pc from its January
2026 peak, with geopo-
litical tensions, rising oil
prices, and profit-taking
contributing to declines.
Key sectors poised to
benefit include E&Ps,
fertilisers, and banks.

Domestic E&P com-
panies could ramp up
production by 500-900
mmcfd over two years,
partly offsetting reliance
on imported RLNG.
Fertiliser companies may
benefit from rising inter-
national urea prices and
restored domestic mar-
gins. Banks are expected
to see improved spreads
due to higher interest
rates.
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Young fires 67 to seize PGA lead

Qualifying for LA2028 Olympics Pakistan’s
main focus, says Manzoor Sr

PSL 11 final — an opportunity for Pakistan cricket to rise again

Zalmi look to outsmart rejuvenated Kingsmen
in PSL title clash

West Ham’s defeat gives Spurs hope of survival in EPL

NEWS DESK: When the
sun sets over the
Gaddafi  Stadium in
Lahore on Sunday
evening, the lovers of
Pakistan cricket will cel-
ebrate.

They will rejoice, re-
gardless of who takes
the HBL Pakistan Super
League season 11 tro-
phy. It will be festive,
even before the first ball
is bowled.

This season started
— thank God it did —
amid the air of sadness,
amid the drums of war.

No hype, tasteless,
bland, not worth it ;
that’s where it all began.

Behind closed
doors, in front of empty
stands, the action on the
ground — the players,
the cricket, the batting
and the bowling — took
over the burden of ev-
erything that was miss-
ing.

And it delivered;
this sport we love gave
us back more.

It is true that the
PSL doesn’t feature the
top T20 players in the
world, unlike its Indian
counterpart ,  but the
“jewel in Pakistan’s
crown” — as the league
is dubbed — has been
known for its competi-
tive nature. And it was
generously at play this
season.

Some low-scoring
thrillers, a big chase here
and there, batting perfor-
mances, bowling shows
to remember and fielding
masterclasses at times
— those coming from
young local players

make them so much more
special.

The competitive-
ness got its representa-
tion on the league’s
stage points table more
than it did anywhere
else. Across the last
three days of the stage,
four teams were still in
the position to vie for
the playoffs.

It took the last
match of the stage to
decide which two teams
would play the Qualifier.

The fourth spot was
alas, and fittingly, was
filled by the Hyderabad
Kingsmen, in their debut
season after becoming
the seventh PSL fran-

chise through an auc-
tion earlier this year.

Story of the season
The Kingsmen

went on to deliver the
story of the season, los-
ing four matches in a
row before bouncing
back to win as many, fac-
ing defeat again and
then thrashing
Rawalpindiz to make the
fourth spot on net run-
rate, at the expense of
defending champions
Lahore Qalandars.

Kingsmen were able
to do all of that with a
team that looked ordi-
nary on paper. Their only
superstar picks were
Pakistan’s struggling

opener Saim Ayub and
Australian stalwart
Glenn Maxwell, who ar-
guably is past his best
days.

Their choice for
captain — the Austra-
lian Test cricket purist
batter Marnus
Labuschagne — was
baffling when it was an-
nounced before the tour-
nament.

The Kingsmen bat-
ting line-up was com-
pleted by the promise of
an emerging star in Maaz
Sadaqat, a not-so-feared
Usman Khan — despite
his more than decent
PSL record — once
promising Irfan Khan

Niazi and Pakistan dis-
card Hassan Khan, who
left the country to find
greener pastures in the
United States.

Hyderabad’s bowl-
ing attack was
unrecognisable for a fan
who tunes in to watch
cricket only during the
PSL; domestic toilers
Mohammad Ali, Akif
Javed and Hunain Shah
forming the pace battery,
while spin contributions
came from Hassan and
Saim — both known as
largely part-timers.

But Friday night
gave Pakistan cricket
fans a new household
name: Hunain. The right-

armer defended six runs
in the final over of the
second Eliminator to
deny three-time champi-
ons Islamabad United
another shot at the title.

Babar rises again
Hunain, the brother

of Pakistan fast-bowling
star Naseem Shah, the
flag-bearer of
Kingsmen’s inspiring,
storied run to the PSL
decider, will steam in one
last time on Sunday.

On the other end
will be the other story of
this PSL edition — Babar
Azam and his Peshawar
Zalmi — the dream team
of the season, who won
eight of their 10 matches

to finish top of the
league table.

The former Pakistan
skipper, despite all the
criticism one could pile
against him and all the
blame one could direct
towards him, is someone
all Pakistan fans love to
see do well.

It was the first of his
two centuries this sea-
son — which has seen
him amass 588 runs —
that truly turned eyeballs
towards the PSL after
the West Asia conflict
and the consequent
Islamabad Talks had
slightly driven attention
away from cricket.

Although for its
own shortcomings, it
was when the right-
hander put on a
masterclass to help
Zalmi rout Quetta Gladi-
ators in Karachi.

That knock saw
Babar announce himself
back in his groove and
got fans salivating for
more. It was that century
that gave way to cam-
paigns on social media
to bring the fans back
into the stands, after
austerity measures by
the government had left
the stadiums deserted.

It was that knock
that made noise return to
empty arenas.

It wasn’t a one-off
by Babar.

After Hyderabad
had completed their
turnaround to make the
playoffs, Babar wel-
comed fans back to the
PSL with another blister-
ing century to see Zalmi
beat United in the Quali-

fier in Karachi only, mak-
ing the filled-to-capacity
National Bank Stadium
buzz with chants of
“Babar! Babar!” as the
floor shook at the iconic
venue.

A day later,
Hyderabad registered a
comprehensive win to
knock out Multan Sul-
tans — a formidable unit
all season — at the back
of Usman and Maaz’s
half-centuries and col-
lective contribution from
the bowling unit.

What Hunain did in
the last over against
United, then set it all up
perfectly ahead of the
finale.

Two amazing sto-
ries will come together at
the Gaddafi Stadium,
and regardless of the
fact that Zalmi will be
hungry for their second
PSL trophy in nine
years, the handing over
of the league title will be
ceremonial in the bigger
scheme of things.

Pakistan cricket will
be the centre of atten-
tion again.

The love we have
for this sport will be at
its peak again. We will
love Babar again. Hunain
will give us hope again;
hope that has eluded
Pakistan cricket fans for
most of the last few
years.

The national side
has largely struggled,
stars have lost their star-
dom, the cricketing sys-
tem is in shambles, and
the administrators have
repeatedly displayed in-
competence.

season. Mikkel
Damsgaard’s strike
roun-ded off a damaging
day for West Ham, who
face title-chasing Arse-
nal next weekend.

Brentford move up
to sixth, which could be
enough to secure Cham-
pions League qualifica-
tion.  Meanwhile,
Newcastle United
eas-ed any lingering
fears of being drawn into
the relegation battle
with a 3-1 win over
Brighton and Hove
Albion to end a five-
game losing streak.

William Osula and
Dan Burn scored in the
opening 24 minutes as
Newcastle edged up to
13th. Jack Hinshelwood
pulled a goal back, but

defeat could prove
costly to Brighton’s Eu-
ropean ambitions as
having started the week-
end in sixth, they could
end it outside the top
half. Harvey Barnes
rounded off the scoring
in stoppage t ime to
bring some relief to the
under-fire Eddie Howe.

Sunderland’s bid
for Europe was also
dented by a 1-1 draw at
bot tom-of-the-table
Wolverhampton Wan-
derers.

Nordi Mukiele put
the Black Cats in front
early on, but Sunderland
played for over an hour
a man down after a red
card for Dan Ballard.

Ballard was sent off
for pulling the hair of

Tolu Arokodare. Ballard
became the second
player to penalised for
the offence as Everton’s
Michael Keane received
a straight red for the
same misdeed in Janu-
ary. Santiago Bueno lev-
elled but Wolves could
not muster just a fourth
league win of the season.

On Friday, Leeds
United all but secured
their place in the Premier
League next season with
a 3-1 win over already-
relegated Burnley. Goals
from Anton Stach, Noah
Okafor and Dominic
Calvert-Lewin took
Daniel Farke’s side nine
points clear of the rel-
egation zone with just
four games remaining for
those below them.

NEWS DESK: The year
2026 is crucial for Paki-
stan hockey that has en-
dured many crises on
and off the field for ages.

After a gap of eight
years, the national team
finally made it to this
year’s World Cup, by
reaching the final of a
qualifying event in
Ismailia, Egypt during
March. Following the
World Cup, Pakistan are
set to lock horns with
their continental rivals in
the Asian Games sched-
uled to be staged in
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan
during Sept-ember-Octo-
ber.

Pakistan, the former
four-time World Cup
winners, lost the decider
in Ismailia 4-1 to En-
gland, the same team
whom the Green-shirts
will be facing in the pool
stage of the World Cup
being co-hosted by Bel-
gium and the Nether-
lands from Aug 15 to 30.

So, the challenge
for Pakistan looks mas-
sive particularly when
one glances at the pre-
vailing state of affairs in
the national game.

Head coach stays
upbeat ahead of this

year’s World Cup
However, Manzoor-

ul-Hassan Senior, the re-
cently-appointed head
coach of the national se-
nior team, remains opti-
mistic about Pakistan’s
show in the forthcoming
World Cup.

“In my opinion, the
current Pakistan team
contains six, seven play-
ers who can be ranked
among the world’s top
players. They have the
capability to perform
[well] in any [top-level]
international event,”
Manzoor, who replaced
Khawaja Junaid after the
Ismailia event, said in an
exclusive interview with
Dawn.

“Nothing is impos-
sible in sports, as it de-
pends on how a team
performs on a given
day,” the member of
Pakistan’s bronze-medal
winning squad at the
1976 Olympics added.

“As regards the
World Cup, the players’
hard work will be crucial.
I, as the head coach, will
try my best to facilitate
them in every way so
that they can focus fully
on the game and perform
to the best of their abili-

ties.”
Interestingly, the

head coach responding
to a query asserted that
Pakistan’s main focus,
above everything, was
on qualifying for the
2028 Los Angeles Olym-
pics.

“Definitely my and
the team’s aim is to give
our best in the World
Cup. However, our main
target is to play the
[2026] Asian Games final
in order to qualify for the
Olympic Games,” he
said.

“Time has come for
Pakistan to start produc-
ing legendary Olympi-
ans again; in this regard
we have an extremely
rich legacy which should
be revived.”

On what steps the
Pakistan Hockey Fed-
eration (PHF) was plan-
ning to take for building
mental strength of the
players, Manzoor said
that it depended on a
player’s calibre.

“If a player is tal-
ented, and succeeds in
keeping his performance
above average for the
first couple of years in
any global-level con-
test, he sooner or later

NEWS DESK:Fourth-
ranked Cameron Young
rode a hot start and
surged to a five-stroke
lead after Friday's sec-
ond round of the PGA
Cadillac Championship.

Young birdied four
of the first seven holes
on his way to firing a
five-under par 67 and
stand on 13-under 131
after 36 holes at Trump
National Doral in Florida.

"I've just putted re-
ally well," Young said.
"I've left myself in mostly
doable spots when I've
missed greens.

"But I haven't
driven it great and that's
something I hopefully
look to return to normal
over the next couple
days."

Three-time major
winner Jordan Spieth,
fellow American Alex
Smalley and Canada's
Nick Taylor shared sec-
ond on 136 with Ameri-
can Gary Woodland on
137.

Young, who won
the Players Champion-
ship in March and cap-
tured his first PGA title
last August at Greens-
boro, said he feels com-
fortable with a big lead,
well aware it could van-
ish quickly on the week-
end.

"I've been around
the lead quite a bit and

I'm not particularly un-
comfortable. I've liked
this golf course thus
far," Young said.

"There's a lot  of
guys four or five back.
I'm sure somebody will
be four- or five-under to-
morrow so you have to
prepare for that."

Young topped put-
ting and scrambling sta-
tistics.

"I avoided the bad
misses for the most part.
It's not like I drove it
awful but I would love
to play from the fairway
a couple more times the
next couple days," he
said.

"There's a lot of golf
to be played on a diffi-

cult golf course but so
far

I've played well. If I
can drive it a little bit
better, I feel like I can
keep cruising and see
what happens."

Young reached the
green in two and birdied
the par-five first hole to
grab the solo lead then
stretched the margin
with a 17-foot birdie putt
at the third and a 27-foot
birdie putt at the fifth.

The lead reached
four strokes when Young
sank a seven-foot birdie
putt at the seventh.

Young's approach
at the par-five eighth
was plugged in a bunker.
He punched out into an

adjacent bunker then
blasted to five feet and
rescued par.

At the par-three
ninth, Young missed the
green but rolled the ball
just outside six feet and
saved par again.

Young sank a 16-
foot birdie putt at the
par-three 13th, boosting
his advantage to five,
but then needed two
shots to escape
greenside rough at 14
and made his first bogey
of the tournament.

Young drove the
green at the par-four
16th and two-putted for
birdie from 26 feet to re-
store his five-stroke
margin.

NEWS DESK: West Ham
United’s 3-0 defeat at
Brentford offered
Totte-nham Hotspur a
lifeline in the battle for
Premier League survival
on Saturday.

Spurs remain in the
relegation zone,  two
points from safety, but
can move out of the bot-
tom three with victory at
Aston Villa on Sunday
after the Hammers suc-
cumbed to just their
third defeat in 11 league
games.

Brentford boosted
their chances of Euro-
pean qualification for the
first time with a first win
in eight matches.

K o n s t a n t i n o s
Mavropanos was left to
rue his luck in two key
first-half incidents.

The Greek defender
was unfortunate not to
be awarded a free-kick as
he turned the ball into
his own net to open the
scoring. Mavropanos
thought he had made
amends moments later
with a bullet header, but
was ruled marginally
offside by a VAR review.

Brentford had an-
other call go in their
favour early in the sec-
ond half when Dango
Ouattara won a penalty
and Igor Thiago coolly
converted his 22nd Pre-
mier League goal of the

embarks on a journey in
international competi-
tion,” the coach stated.

“We, on our part,
will try to engage and
groom players of na-
tional senior and junior
teams, or other players
who have been part of
national training camps
during the past  five
years or so in order to
develop a solid pool of
campaigners to secure
the future of Pakistan
hockey.”

Answering a ques-
tion on Pakistan’s strat-
egy for the World Cup,
the 74-year-old coach
elaborated a plan.

“We held trials in
Karachi, Lahore and
Peshawar [for national
senior and junior tea-ms]
last month, in which
some 200 players ap-
peared. On the basis of
these trials, we will now
select a certain number
of players who will par-
ticipate in a national
camp during the first
week of May,” the head
coach added. “In this
camp, we will be concen-
trating on polishing the
best available talent in
Pakistan to prepare them
for the World Cup.”

NEWS DESK: Finally,
the big day has come as
Babar Azam’s Peshawar
Zalmi lock horns with an
inspiring Hyderabad
Kingsmen side led by
Marnus Labuschagne in
the summit clash of the
HBL Pakistan Super
League here at  the
Gaddafi Stadium on Sun-
day.

Luckily, enthusias-
tic fans who were al-
lowed entry at the stadi-
ums in this PSL edition
only at the eleventh hour
before the playoffs, will
keep the atmosphere
energised when the rival
captains come out for
the toss.

Interestingly, both
the finalists have come
to the big stage through
contrasting routes.
While Zalmi, who have
won one PSL title back
in 2017, remained signifi-
cantly consistent in this
season by winning eight
of their 10 initial-stage
matches and the quali-
fier,  debutants
Kingsmen had a night-
marish start to the cam-
paign losing five games
on the trot before getting
back on track to win the
next five fixtures and
qualify for the playoffs.

The rejuvenated
Kingsmen side then
brushed aside Multan
Sultans in Eliminator-1
before edging
Islam-abad United in
Eliminator-2 to reach the
decider.

Babar in his pre-
match media conference
on Saturday indicated
that his side would try
to keep the winning for-
mula intact.

“So far our journey
in this edition has been
quite nice. Our strategy
is paying off so we will
try to apply it in the final
too,” Babar said during
the media conference on
Saturday after unveiling
the PSL trophy along-
side Labuschagne at the
Gaddafi Stadium.

“Like every other
match, the final is also a
game of pressure.
Tomorrow’s game has its
own pressure.

As captain every-
one dreams of his team
lifting the trophy so I am
quite excited.

“Momentum is al-
ways important for a
team to win and it is
good that our momen-
tum has been there from
the very beginning,”
Babar, the leading scorer

of this year’s PSL with
588 runs, added.

“Every team makes
and execute plans ac-
cordingly. [However],
sometimes things sud-
denly change but my
team is experienced, one
having the ability to con-
trol such situations.”

Zalmi had two in-
form bowlers from
Bangladesh — Nahid
Rana and Shoriful Islam
— but when they left for
national duty, the team
management arranged
the alternate combina-
tion and that also
clicked, Babar under-
lined.

According to
Babar, there was no
room for his team to
show complacency
against Kingsmen.

Commenting on his
own batting show in this
PSL season, the right-
handed batter with two
centuries under his belt
in this edition said that
he had tried some old
techniques which came
off.

When asked if bat-
ting as opener proved
crucial in bringing his
form back, the 31-year-
old said that almost all
his impressive perfor-

mances came when he
opened.

“It is a different sce-
nario question [on
which] I will talk about
later,

” Babar said but
went on to add that
sometimes a player as
per the team’s require-
ment had to bat at dif-
ferent positions.

“The coach or [the]
team management have
to plan where a player
can be more suitable.

“[Studying] in
which country we are
going to play and what
their playing conditions
are is their job and it is
better if you put forward
this question to them;
they will give a better
reply,” Babar said.

Speaking at  his
presser, Labuschagne
said that remaining firm
with the procedure will
be important for
Kingsmen in the high-
pressure decider.

“For us it is impor-
tant to control the situa-
tion and make sure we
stick to our process of
plans and rest will take
care of itself. It is going
to be a great occasion, a
great moment,” the skip-
per told reporters.
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PM Shehbaz calls on Nawaz, discusses political situation in
country, steps taken for peace in Middle East

Justice Khan becomes IHC
senior puisne judge

Sharjeel Memon says BRT Red Line 'very tough'
project, asserts no delay from Sindh govt

NEWS DESK: :The se-
niority of judges at the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has reshuffled af-
ter three judges trans-
ferred to different pro-
vincial high courts; Jus-
tice Sardar Ejaz Ishaq
Khan is now the senior
puisne judge.

Last week, the Judi-
cial Commission of Paki-
stan (JCP) approved the
transfer of Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani,
Justice Babar Sattar and
Justice Saman Rafat
Imtiaz to the Lahore
High Court,  the
Peshawar High Court
and the Sindh High
Court, respectively, by a
majority vote.

Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani previ-
ously held the position
of senior puisne judge.

Justice Sardar Ejaz Ishaq
Khan will now serve as
the second most senior
judge in the court until
new appointments or
transfers occur.

The registrar also
issued a new roster for
the upcoming week, ef-
fective from May 4 until
further orders. Accord-
ing to the schedule,
seven single benches
and four division
benches will hear cases.

A special division
bench comprising Jus-
tice Sardar Ejaz Ishaq
Khan and Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir has
been formed to hear tax-
related cases.

Justice Muhammad
Asif will serve on mul-
tiple benches, including
division benches deal-
ing with criminal and

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif called on PML-
N supremo Nawaz
Sharif at their Jati
Umra residence in
Lahore on Sunday, a
statement issued by
the PM’s Office
(PMO) said, adding
that the Middle East
conflict and the politi-
cal situation in the
country were dis-
cussed during the
meeting.

Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz
was also present on
the occasion.

The PMO state-
ment said the premier
briefed Nawaz on the
“situation in the coun-
try” and exchanged
views on the political
situation.

He further in-
formed him about the
situation in the Middle
East and Pakistan’s
efforts for the restora-
tion of peace in the
region, the statement
added.

The conflict in the
Middle East, which is

now more than two
months old, began
with US-Israeli strikes
on Iran on February
28. And while hostili-
ties have paused fol-
lowing a Pakistan-
brokered two-week

ceasefire on April 8 —
which has been ex-
tended indefinitely by
US President Donald
Trump — the world
continues to face its
consequences.

Pakistan’s civil

and military leadership
has been engaged in
feverish diplomacy,
leading the efforts for
de-escalation.

On April 11-12,
Pakistan hosted the
first high-level contact

between Iran and the
US in decades and
mediated the meet-
ings, known as the
“Islamabad Talks”.
However, with chal-
lenges in convening a
second round,

Islamabad has shifted
back to its role as a
facilitator and go-be-
tween.

Meanwhile, the
conflict has also re-
sulted in the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz

— through which one-
fifth of the world’s oil
and gas supply used to
pass in peacetime —
giving rise to a global
energy crisis and an
increase in oil prices in
the international mar-
ket.

The PMO state-
ment said PM
Shehbaz also took
Nawaz into confi-
dence regarding oil
prices in the interna-
tional market and the
steps the government
has taken to “provide
relief” to the people
against this backdrop.

After the US-Is-
raeli war on Iran be-
gan, the government
initially hiked petrol
and diesel prices by
Rs55 per litre on
March 6 and an-
nounced unprec-
edented austerity
measures on March 9.

However, in the
following weeks, PM
Shehbaz said he had
rejected recommenda-
tions to further in-
crease fuel prices de-
spite an increase in the

NEWS DESK: Sindh
Senior Minister Sharjeel
Inam Memon on Sunday
acknowledged that the
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
Red Line had proven to
be a “very tough” project
for the provincial gov-
ernment, but asserted
that there had been no
delay on its end.

Speaking to report-
ers in Karachi, Memon
said the Sindh govern-
ment had to make some
difficult decisions on
the BRT Red Line after
“all other options were
exhausted”.

The senior minister
asserted that there had
been “no mistake, mal-
intent or delay” from the
Sindh government on
the BRT Red Line.

He noted that work
on the project’s Lot-1
was “underway with
great speed”, while work
on Lot-2 had been re-
started.

The Sindh govern-
ment recently cancelled
the construction con-
tract for the BRT Red
Line project. Subse-
quently, it chose the
Frontier Works
Organisation (FWO) to
resume construction on
a section of the BRT Red
Line along University
Road, where commuters
have been facing incon-
venience.

Designed to cover

around 27 kilometres
from Malir Halt  to
Numaish via University
Road, work on BRT Red
Line commenced in early
2022. While initially
scheduled for comple-
tion by 2024, the project
has faced persistent de-
lays, with its finishing
timeline most recently
pushed to 2028.

A week ago, CM
Murad, while
“apologising” to the
people of Karachi, an-
nounced that the dete-
riorated University Road
will be reconstructed
within 90 days.

In today’s media
talk, Memon reiterated:
“We will try that by the
end of July, this road is
opened for mixed traffic
by working day and
night, so that there is no

nuisance for the public.”
“We realise the dif-

ficulty being faced by
the public, but as they
say, you have to swal-
low a bit ter pil l  to
achieve something big,”
he remarked.

The minister re-
called that the Sindh
government approached
the FWO for the recon-
struction of University
Road after “issuing warn-
ings and clearing claims”
of the contractors of the
BRT Red Line project.

He noted that the
government also took
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) into confi-
dence about the FWO’s
involvement in the road
reconstruction. While
the BRT Red Line is an
ADB-funded scheme,
the reconstruction of

the University Road will
be undertaken as a sepa-
rate project funded
through the Sindh
government’s own re-
sources.

For the bus project
itself, Memon said the
government would fol-
low up with the neces-
sary legal actions, such
as re-contracting or re-
tendering.

The minister said it
would have been “very
easy” for the govern-
ment to simply launch
buses,

such as the People’s
Bus Service, but it de-
cided to construct the
BRT project for future
generations, consider-
ing Karachi’s growing
population.

Criticising certain
political elements for

“politicising” the BRT
project, Memon said the
government’s aim was
to finish the project.

Meanwhile, Sindh
Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah carried out an early
morning inspection of
BRT Red Line from Jail
Chowrangi to Nipa, re-
viewing progress on
mixed traffic lanes, drain-
age, asphalt work and
traffic management.

“People’s hardship
is unacceptable. Roads
must be restored to-
night, quality cannot be
compromised and traffic
flow must improve imme-
diately,” he was quoted
as saying by CM House,
warning that he would
continue surprise visits
to monitor progress.

CM Murad directed
all departments and con-
tractors to accelerate
work, restore roads on
an emergency basis and
ensure minimum incon-
venience to citizens.

He also ordered the
immediate commence-
ment of the remaining
work on the Red Line
Mosamiyat Flyover so it
could be opened for
mixed traffic at the earli-
est.

The chief minister
was accompanied by
provincial ministers,
Karachi Mayor Murtaza
Wahab and project offi-
cials.

President, PM renew resolve to protect journalistic
freedom, stress credible reporting

global market on three
occasions.

But on April 2,
Petroleum Minister Ali
Pervaiz Malik and Fi-
nance Minister
M u h a m m a d
Aurangzeb announced
an unprecedented in-
crease of 43 per cent
and 55pc in the prices
of petrol and high-
speed diesel, respec-
tively.

The ministers had
also announced a tar-
geted fuel subsidy
programme.

However, just a
day later, PM Shehbaz
slashed the petroleum
levy by Rs80 per litre
and brought the price
of petrol down to
Rs378 per litre.On
April 10, PM Shehbaz
further decreased die-
sel prices and petrol
prices by Rs135 and
Rs12 per litre, respec-
tively.

The government
has twice increased
the prices of the two
commodities since,
first on April 24 and
later on April 30.

NEWS DESK: President
Asif Ali Zardari and
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Sunday ex-
pressed the
government’s resolve to
protect press freedom
and stressed the impor-
tance of credible journal-
ism.

They issued sepa-
rate messages on the oc-
casion of World Press
Freedom Day, reaffirm-
ing that Pakistan, as a
state, remained firmly
committed to safeguard-
ing and promoting free-
dom of the press.

In his message,
President Zardari said
this year’s theme, “Shap-
ing a Future at Peace”,
underscored that peace
cannot be secured with-
out truth.

Noting that Article
19 of the Constitution
guaranteed the right to
press freedom subject to
any reasonable restric-
tions imposed by law,
the president said, “A
free, independent and di-
verse media is not a
threat to a confident na-
tion, rather a proof of
one.”

“At the same time,
freedom brings respon-
sibility. Accuracy must
not be sacrificed for
speed and balance must
not give way to parti-
sanship. Public trust, the

most valuable asset of
free press, must be
earned, protected and
never taken for
granted,” he remarked.

President Zardari
added, “We face a mo-
ment of particular ur-
gency. Deliberate cam-
paigns of falsehood tar-
geting Pakistan seek to
sow division and
weaken our national co-
hesion.”

He hailed the Paki-
stani media for “stand-
ing firm like a wall
against  the wave of
disinformation” during
the conflict with India
last year.

“It responded not
with force, but with
facts. Not with noise, but
with clarity. A nation that
aspires to be a trusted
voice in the world needs

a credible information
environment at home.”

The president
called on the federal and
provincial governments
to ensure enabling laws
and a safe environment
for journalists.

“I also urge media
institutions to uphold
rigorous ethical stan-
dards and call upon the
citizens to reject false-
hood and support cred-
ible journalism,” he
added.

In his statement, the
president also pointed
out the risks posed by
disinformation, misin-
formation and artificial
intelligence.

“Across the world,
journalists continue to
face harassment, legal
intimidation, economic
pressure and in far too

many cases, physical
danger.”

He continued:
“Sadly, powerful global
media, especially social
media with the help of ar-
tificial intelligence, deep
fake, today is promoting
jingoistic, xenophobic,
racist, populist, fascist
and might-is-right agen-
das.”

He observed that
tech giants that own so-
cial media platforms
viewed nation states
“with disdain and try to
manufacture consent,
many a times against the
working people and op-
pressed nations using
their algorithmic inter-
ventions”.

“Today, the free
press is threatened more
by the non-state actors,
and that includes tech

giants and big busi-
ness,” President Zardari
highlighted.

Meanwhile, in his
statement, PM Shehbaz
noted that “timely dis-
semination of accurate,
impartial, and unbiased
information remains the
cornerstone of credible
journalism”.

“It is the responsi-
bility of every journalist
to uphold professional
ethics by countering
propaganda, fake news,
and by effectively dis-
couraging the spread of
unverified information.
Journalists are not only
the custodians of pro-
fessional standards but
are also the guardians of
societal  values,” he
stressed.

The prime minister
said the spread of “fake
news and coordinated
disinformation cam-
paigns poses a real
threat to national cohe-
sion and global credibil-
ity”.

“Ensuring both
speed and credibility in
news dissemination is
imperative. I urge all jour-
nalists to uphold the
highest standards of
verification, integrity,
and professionalism, so
that in this fast-paced
digital era, competition
never comes at the cost
of truth,” he said.

other cases. The first di-
vision bench will consist
of Chief Justice Sardar
Muhammad Sarfraz
Dogar and Justice
Muhammad Asif.

The second divi-
sion bench will include
Justice Sardar Ejaz Ishaq
Khan and Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir, while
the third bench will com-
prise Justice Khadim
Hussain Soomro and
Justice Muhammad
Asif.

The fourth division
bench will consist of
J u s t i c e
MuhammadAzam Khan
and Justice Raja Inaam
Ameen Minhas. The
newly issued roster out-
lines the court's func-
tioning for the coming
week and will remain in
force until further notice.

Policeman gunned down near his
home in KP's Lakki Marwat

NEWS DESK: A police
official was martyred in
a gun attack in the
Kaichi Kamar area of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Lakki Marwat district on
Sunday.

Lakki Marwat dis-
trict police officer ’s
(DPO) spokesman
Qudratullah Khan con-
firmed that terrorists tar-
geted Constable
Irfanullah near his house
in the trans-river belt
known as Kurrum Par
area.

The incident oc-
curred within the limits
of Dadiwala police sta-
tion. Qudratullah said
that the policeman re-
ceived critical bullet in-
juries and died on the
way to the Tehsil Head-

quarters Hospital in the
Serai Naurang town.

The police official
said that the martyred
cop was posted in
Peshawar and had come
to his native village on
leave.

“After the attack, a
large police contingent
reached the area and
launched a search for the
assailants,” he added.

Today’s incident
comes just a day after
unknown terrorists at-
tacked the house of a
police

official with explo-
sives in the district’s
Shadikhel area, causing
significant damage.

Also in the
Shadikhel area, a police-
man embraced martyr-

dom in a fierce gunfight
with terrorists on Thurs-
day following an attack
on a police post.

Over the last few
months, several areas of
KP, including Bannu,
Peshawar, Karak, Lakki
Marwat and Bajaur, have
witnessed a series of ter-
rorist attacks on police
personnel.

On April 7, at least
five policemen, includ-
ing an officer, were in-
jured in an explosion in
the Shahbazkhel town in
Lakki Marwat.

On April 20, two ter-
rorists were killed while
a police constable was
martyred in a gun battle
in Lakki Marwat when
police conducted a tar-
geted operation.


