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Regional peace, stability linked to collective restraint, respect
for sovereignty: army's top brass

JUI-F to hold nationwide protests on Wednesday,
Friday over killing of cleric Maulana Idrees

NEWS DESK:

Army’s top leadership asserted
on Tuesday that peace and sta-
bility in the region were intrinsi-
cally linked to collective restraint,
responsibility and respect for
sovereignty, a statement issued
by the military’s media affairs
wing after the 275th Corps Com-
manders’ Conference said.

Chief of Defence Forces and
Chief of Army Staff Field Marshal
Asim Munir presided over the
meeting at the General Headquar-
ters in Rawalpindi, the Inter-Ser-
vice Public Relations (ISPR) said.

The military leadership’s ob-
servation comes against  the
backdrop of a conflict between
the US and Iran. It began with US-
Israeli strikes on Iran in late Feb-
ruary and later broadened into a
regional crisis, involving disrup-
tion of traffic in shipping lanes
attacks on Gulf countries.

The conflict is paused for
now, following a fragile ceasefire
that continues to be tested.

The Corps Commanders’
Conference, while deliberating on
the broader regional security en-
vironment, “noted that emerging
geopolitical developments carry
significant implications for re-
gional stability,” the ISPR state-
ment said.

The top brass emphasised
the importance of restraint and
“avoidance of escalation” and
“acknowledged Pakistan’s con-
tinued responsible role in advo-
cating stability and supporting
efforts aimed at preventing fur-
ther deterioration of the situa-
tion”.

As per ISPR, the conference
“reiterated that peace and stabil-
ity in the region are intrinsically
linked to collective restraint, re-
sponsibility and respect for sov-
ereignty”.

Chairing the meeting, CDF

Munir “expressed satisfaction
over the high standards of op-
erational preparedness, profes-
sionalism, and combat readiness
of Pakistan’s armed forces”.

He commended “command-
ers and formations for their un-
wavering commitment, vigilance,
and success” in counter-terror-
ism operations across the coun-
try. Operation Ghazab lil-Haq

The ISPR statement said the
meeting comprehensively re-

viewed the internal and external
security environment and “re-
solved to maintain current opera-
tional tempo to decisively dis-
mantle terrorist networks, disrupt
their support infrastructure, and
deny them any operational space
within Pakistan”.

Participants of the meeting
also noted “continued degrada-
tion of terrorists and their sup-
port infrastructure” by means of
Operation Ghazab lil-Haq.

Operation Ghazab lil-Haq
was launched by Pakistan’s
armed forces on the night of Feb
26 following cross-border firing
by the Afghan Taliban. The mili-
tary action also targets terrorists’
hideouts.

Islamabad has repeatedly ac-
cused Kabul of providing space
to the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban.
UN monitoring reports over the
past two years have noted the
TTP’s presence in eastern Af-

ghanistan, though the Taliban
deny offering support to them.

According to ISPR, the
Corps Commanders’ Conference
noted that the “irrational and per-
verted policy of the Afghan
Taliban regime to provide safe
havens to khawarij and other ter-
rorist organisations, with total
disregard to [the] interests of
[the] Afghan people, is increas-
ingly backfiring and stands fully
exposed”.

ISPR said that the forum also
took note of the “propaganda
campaign” by the Afghan
Taliban to “falsely portray Paki-
stan as targeting civilians inside
Afghanistan”.

The army’s top brass termed
“such misleading narratives a
part  of a coordinated
disinformation strategy by the
regime to distract attention from
their internal failures and play
[the] victim card”.

JUI-F Stages Walkout in Balochistan Assembly
Over Alleged Madrassa Crackdown

uncertainty among religious
communities.

Calling the measures “un-
justified,” Zehri urged the pro-
vincial government to immedi-
ately stop what he described
as pressure on religious insti-
tutions.

Soon after his speech,
JUI-F lawmakers staged a
walkout from the assembly in
protest.

Responding to the allega-
tions, Provincial Minister Mir
Ziaullah Lango rejected claims
that the government was act-
ing against madrassas. He said

Qaseem Shah, News Desk:

QUETTA: A heated debate
erupted in the Balochistan As-
sembly on Tuesday after law-
makers from Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) walked out
of the session, accusing the
provincial government of tar-
geting madrassas and religious
students across Balochistan.

The assembly session,
chaired by the Speaker Cap-
tain (Retd.) Abdul Khaliq
Achakzai, witnessed strong
criticism from opposition

benches over recent actions
taken against some religious
seminaries in the province.

Opposition Leader Younis
Aziz Zehri alleged that students
of madrassas were being ha-
rassed while mosques and
seminaries in several areas had
been shut down.

He said the government’s
actions had created fear and

religious seminaries and schol-
ars were respected by the pro-
vincial administration and
clarified that no policy existed
to target religious institutions.

Lango told the house that
authorities had acted after re-
ceiving reports that some for-
eign nationals were illegally
residing and studying in a num-
ber of seminaries.

However, he assured law-
makers that the government
did not intend to seal
madrassas or harass students.

“We respect religious in-
stitutions and will ensure their
sanctity is fully protected,” the
minister said during the session.

The issue continued to
spark debate as opposition
lawmakers questioned why
educational institutions such as
universities and colleges were
not closed when suspects
linked to terrorism had previ-
ously been arrested from those
campuses.

Members from the trea-
sury benches assured the as-
sembly that no discrimination
would be carried out against
any madrassa in Balochistan.

Speaker said Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti was ex-
pected to hold talks with JUI-
F leadership soon, expressing
hope that the matter would be
resolved through dialogue.

NEWS DESK:

JUI-F Chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has announced that the
party will hold protests all over
the country on Wednesday and
Friday against the “martyrdom”
of prominent cleric Maulana
Idrees.

The renowned cleric and
former Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F) MPA was killed on Tues-
day after unidentified assailants
opened fire on him, police said.

“Full and peaceful protests
will be held tomorrow (Wednes-
day) and on Friday against the
martyrdom of Sheikh Idrees”, said
JUI-F spokesperson Aslam
Ghouri in a statement.

He said the provincial and
district organisations would ar-
range protest demonstrations at
all four provincial headquarters
and across districts.

Terming the death of
Maulana Idrees an irreparable
loss, Ghouri said they were ex-
hausted by carrying the bodies

of senior scholars.
“How long will the state con-

tinue to test us?” Ghouri asked,
alleging that the federal and pro-
vincial governments have failed
to maintain law and order.

He asked public to partici-
pate in the protests and register
their protest against lawlessness.

“The government has failed.
The public will have to step for-
ward to protect themselves,” the
JUI spokesperson concluded.

PM Shehbaz sends condo-
lences to JUI chief

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday contacted the
JUI chief and conveyed his con-
dolences on the martyrdom of
Maulana Idrees, the spokesper-
son said.

The prime minister prayed
for the cleric and assured the early
arrest of the killers, he said.

State-run APP reported ear-
lier that the premier expressed
deep grief over the cleric’s killing
in a statement and extended his
condolences to the bereaved fam-
ily. Praying for the elevation of

the deceased’s rank and for pa-
tience for his family, the premier
wished the injured policemen a
speedy recovery.

Idrees hailed from
Charsadda’s Tarangzai area. He
was also the JUI-F district emir
and was considered one of
Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s trusted
advisers.

According to Police Personal
Relations Officer Safiullah, Idrees
had left  for Darul Uloom
Noumania from his home in
Tarangzai. He said that shortly be-
fore he arrived at his destination,
armed assailants fired at the ve-
hicle in the Tariqabad Utmanzai
area.

The cleric’s body was sub-
sequently shifted to the District
Headquarters Hospital.

KP Inspector General
Zulfiqar Hameed took notice of
the incident, seeking a report from
the Mardan regional police of-
ficer. He also expressed his con-
dolences to the bereaved family
and expressed his resolve to ar-
rest those responsible soon.
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SBKWU Teacher Recruitment
Scandal Raises Alarms for

Pakistan’s Education System

Editorial:
Serious questions
have emerged over
the secondary teach-
ers recruitment pro-
cess conducted by
Sardar Bahadur Khan
Women’s University
(SBKWU), triggering
widespread concern
about merit, transpar-
ency, and accountabil-
ity in Balochistan’s
education system.

It is essential to
clarify a point that has
caused public confu-
sion: the advertised
posts were NOT for
SBKWU itself. The
university was only
assigned the responsi-
bility of conducting
tests and interviews
for Secondary School
Teacher recruitment
across Balochistan.

According to ini-
tial findings, hundreds
of candidates who had
failed were allegedly
declared successful
during the teacher re-
cruitment process.

Given the scale of
the exercise, involving

thousands of appli-
cants for secondary
teaching positions
across the province,
such irregularities
cannot reasonably be
described as clerical
mistakes.

 The magnitude
strongly suggests
organised manipula-
tion, carried out with
the involvement or
protection of influen-
tial individuals rather
than the actions of a
single official.

This issue strikes
at the heart of educa-
tion governance in
Balochistan. Second-
ary school teachers
shape the academic
foundation of students,
and any compromise
on merit directly dam-
ages learning out-
comes.

In Balochistan,
where literacy rates
remain among the
lowest in the country,
flawed teacher re-
cruitment further
deepens an already
critical education cri-

sis. Reports that de-
serving candidates
were sidelined only in-
tensify public frustra-
tion and mistrust.

All anti-corruption
and accountability in-
stitutions must take
immediate notice.

A transparent, in-
dependent, and time-
bound investigation is
necessary to identify
those responsible for
manipulating the re-
cruitment process con-
ducted under
SBKWU’s authority.
Accountability must
reach every individual
involved, regardless of
status or influence.

This is not merely
an administrative con-
troversy; it is a matter
of justice and the fu-
ture of Balochistan’s
education system.

If credibility in
teacher recruitment
collapses, public trust
in institutions will col-
lapse with it.
Balochistan cannot af-
ford silence where in-
tegrity is at stake.

Balochistan’s Education Crisis: Beyond
Numbers and Empty Promises

Syed Ali
Shah Analysis:

The Balochistan
government’s claim
that around 45,000
children have returned
to schools is being pre-

sented as a major
breakthrough in ad-
dressing the province’s
deep-rooted  educa-
tion crisis.
While any increase in
enrollment deserves
acknowledgment, this
figure pales in com-
parison to the magni-
tude of the challenge.
More than 3.1 million
children in Balochistan
remain out of school,
a reality that exposes
decades of neglect,

mismanagement, and
hollow commitments
by successive provin-
cial governments.

For years, educa-
tion in Balochistan has
been treated more as

a slogan than a serious
policy priority. Gov-
ernments have consis-
tently paid lip service
to the issue, announc-
ing plans, committees,
and reforms that
rarely translate into
meaningful change on
the ground.

The result is a bro-
ken system where
thousands of schools
remain without proper
buildings, forcing chil-
dren to study under

open skies or abandon
education altogether.
Shelterless schools are
not an exception but a
norm across vast parts
of the province.

Equally alarming

is the issue of so-
called “ghost teach-
ers” and ineffective
staffing.

Despite repeated
claims of reforms un-
der the School Based
Recruitment (SBK)
system, absenteeism,
political interference,
and lack of account-
ability continue to
cripple public educa-
tion.

 Reviewing re-
cruitment processes is

important, but without
strict monitoring and
enforcement, such re-
views risk becoming
yet another bureau-
cratic exercise.

The return of

45,000 children to
schools should not be
used to mask the
harsh truth: millions
are still deprived of
their fundamental
right to education.
Poverty, insecurity,
poor infrastructure,
and weak governance
continue to push chil-
dren out of classrooms
and into labor, vulner-
ability, and hopeless-
ness.

If the Balochistan

government is serious
about change, it must
move beyond state-
ments and statistics.
Massive investment in
school infrastructure,
transparent teacher

management, commu-
nity-based enrollment
drives, and sustained
political will are essen-
tial.

Without tangible
action, promises will
remain empty, and an-
other generation of
Balochistan’s children
will be left behind.
Education cannot sur-
vive on rhetoric alone;
it demands urgent,
honest, and decisive
action.

Climate Tides and Raising Injustices: The Climate-
Gender Violence Nexus in Balochistan

Chandni Kakar:
Throughout history,
crisis situations, be
they wars, natural di-
sasters, or extreme
economic downturns,
inevitably unmask the
ugly face of social in-
equality. Among the
different types of in-
equality, gender-based
violence (GBV), often
considered a shadow
pandemic, regrettably
seizes these crisis situ-
ations as a breeding
ground,
leveraging emotions of
fear and uncertainty.
Strikingly, in the wind-
swept terrains of
Balochistan, a menac-
ing overlap of climate
change and GBV rises
like a monstrous spec-
ter, particularly in the
flood-prone areas.

Catastrophic Cli-
matic Events and
GBV-Mysterious Pup-
pets on the Same
String Here’s the cu-
rious case: aggravated
climate change, lead-
ing to increased flood
events, and a rising
tide of GBV are not
isolated instances of
social trauma but
deeply intermingled
phenomena in
Balochistan.

Official reports
show a disturbing
trend 157 cases of do-
mestic violence were
reported in Balochistan
in 2022, with 35 indi-
viduals being killed on
the pretext of Karo
Kari,

 half of whom
were women, and 40
women becoming vic-
tims of sexual abuse.

Before this, in
2021, the number of
reported cases of do-
mestic violence was

127, with 30 women
being victims of sexual
violence.

In 2021, accord-
ing to the Balochistan
Gender-Based-Vio-
lence Case Manage-
ment System, close to
3726 cases of GBV
were reported.

 The following
year, in 2022, this fig-
ure swelled to 4082, il-
lustrating a staggering
increase of nearly 9%.
Digging deeper re-
veals an uncanny co-
incidence. An upward
trend in extreme cli-
mate events in the

same timeline corre-
lates with this rise,
painting a chilling pic-
ture.

This correlation
isn’t incidental but con-
sequential, a nexus
amplified by the con-
tinuous environmental
changes and socio-
economic fallout they
induce.

Climate Change in
Balochistan: More Than
Just an Environmental
Issue

Climate change in
Balochistan isn’t calm-
ing down, like a seem-
ingly ceaseless sand-

storm it obliterates
ways of life.

In July 2022, un-
precedented torrential
rains in Quetta led to
submerged communi-
ties, damaged infra-
structure, and home-
less families. Similarly,
Naseerabad faced
daunting floods in Au-
gust, with farmlands,
the vital backbone of
their economy, laid to
waste.

This consistent
harsh climate rattles
the socio-economic
balance, where
women, due to sys-

temic patriarchy and
gender biases, bear the
heavy toll. Societal
roles designate farm-
ing, household work,
and gathering water
and firewood as femi-
nine duties, all of
which become peril-
ous with fluctuating cli-
matic conditions.

Recent Case: An
Appalling Tale from
Naseerabad

Consider the
h e a r t - w r e n c h i n g
drama that unfolded in
Naseerabad. Amidst
the devastating floods,
several women and

girls reported being
victims of horrific vio-
lence when they went
out to collect clean wa-
ter or seek shelter.

A specific case
that sounds alarm bells
was that of a seven-
teen-year-old girl, who,
seeking refuge during
the floods, was brutally
assaulted.

The Future: Deci-
phering the Complex
Jigsaw Puzzle

So, how do the
convoluted cogs of cli-
mate change and GBV
work in unison?

 A deeper scrutiny
suggests, that with ris-
ing environmental in-
stability, women are
forced into vulnerable
situations, escalating
GBV rates.

Additionally, the
diversion of resources
and law enforcement
focus to disaster relief
further aggravates
these incidences.

The growing cli-
mate crisis in
Balochistan is more
than an environmental
problem.

It is a socio-eco-
nomic menace, a cata-

lyst for gender-based
violence, and a glaring
testament to the intri-
cate relationship be-
tween humanity and
Mother Earth.

A multi-faceted
approach that inter-
twines climate strat-
egy with gender justice
is the need of the hour.
The time is ripe to re-
fine our lenses.

Climate change
comes not just with
roaring winds but also
with silent whispers of
rising injustice against
vulnerable sections of
society.
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Blast at fireworks factory in China's
Hunan kills 21, state media says

7 cases of deadly hantavirus confirmed or suspected
on stranded cruise ship

India may discuss BrahMos missile sale to
Vietnam during presidential visit, sources say

Indian pilots demand further probe
of last year's Air India crash
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NEWS DESK:A blast at
a fireworks factory in
China’s Hunan province
has killed 21 people and
injured 61, prompting a
call from President Xi
Jinping for a thorough
investigation, state me-
dia reported on Tues-
day.

The explosion in
Liuyang, under the ad-
ministration of Hunan’s
capital city of Changsha
and a hub for fireworks
manufacturing, occurred
on Monday at around
4:40 pm (0840 GMT), ac-
cording to reports by
CCTV and Xinhua.

Social media foot-
age showed massive
plumes of smoke billow-
ing up into clear blue
skies against a backdrop
of lush, green moun-
tains.

Reuters verified the
location shown in the
footage,  which was
posted on social media
on May 4, as Changsha.

A Xinhua video
showed thick clouds of
smoke rising from a large
site littered with col-
lapsed buildings and

debris.
Five rescue teams of

nearly 500 personnel,
together with three res-
cue robots, were dis-
patched to the scene,
adopting a “human ma-
chine coordinated ap-
proach” to conduct grid-
style searches, accord-
ing to Xinhua.

Two black powder
storage warehouses
within the factory com-
pound posed high-risk
hazards, the report said,
adding that authorities

had evacuated resi-
dents from danger zones,
established a 1 km res-
cue area and a 3 km con-
trol zone.

The blast hap-
pened at Huasheng Fire-
works Manufacturing
and Display Company,
state media said.

Reuters could not
find a telephone listing
for the company to seek
comment.

The person in
charge of the company
has been detained and

NEWS DESK:Two
cases of the deadly
hantavirus have been
confirmed, and five
more are suspected
among people who
were on a luxury
cruise ship now held in
the Atlantic near Cape
Verde,
      the World Health
Organisation (WHO)
said in its most de-
tailed update on the
outbreak.

Around 150
people are still stuck
on the Hondius that
was carrying mostly
British,

American and
Spanish passengers on
a trip that set off from
Argentina in March
and is now off the
coast of West Africa.

The seven cases
included three people
who had died, one
who was critically ill
and three with mild
symptoms,

the WHO said in
a statement late on
Monday.

The three fatalities
were a Dutch couple
and a German na-
tional,

and a British na-
tional was evacuated
from the ship from As-
cension and is being
treated in South Af-
rica, officials have
said.

The United Na-

tions’ health body said
it was trying to trace
people on a flight be-
tween the island of
Saint Helena and
Johannesburg taken
by a cruise ship pas-
senger who died of
hantavirus.

The Dutch
woman, whose hus-
band died of the virus

NEWS DESK:An In-
dian pilot group has
submitted a letter to the
aviation ministry sug-
gesting that electrical
failure, and not pilot
action, could have
caused the deadly Air
India crash last year.

The submission by
the Federation of In-
dian Pilots (FIP),
which has more than
5,000 members,
comes ahead of the
expected final report

into the crash of the
Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner that killed
260 people shortly af-
ter takeoff on June 12,
2025.

As required by in-
ternational law, India’s
Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau
(AAIB) published a pre-
liminary report on July
12, one month after the
disaster,

when the plane ex-
ploded into flames

shortly after takeoff
from Ahmedabad in
western India.

That 15-page
document said the fuel
supply to the jet’s en-
gines was cut off mo-
ments before impact,
raising questions about
possible pilot error.

It did not mention
whether the turning off
of the fuel switches
could have been
caused by pilot ma-
noeuvre, or by any kind

NEWS DESK: Viet-
namese President To
Lam is expected to dis-
cuss expanding de-
fence ties with India
during a visit to New
Delhi this week, in-
cluding the potential
purchase of BrahMos
missiles jointly devel-
oped with Russia, two
sources said.

India, which has
been building up do-
mestic defence manu-
facturing for local use
and exports, has al-
ready sold the super-
sonic cruise missiles to
the Philippines and
signed a contract with
Indonesia in March.

A deal with Viet-
nam could be worth
about 60 billion Indian
rupees ($629 million),
including training and
logistical support, said

one of the sources.
India considers

Vietnam a key part of
its strategy to ensure
stability in the Indo-
Pacific region amid
China’s growing influ-
ence.

A third source
said some defence co-
operation announce-

on the ship now stuck
off Cape Verde, dis-
embarked in Saint Hel-
ena with “gastrointes-
tinal symptoms” on
April 24.

Her condition “de-
teriorated during a
flight to
Johannesburg” and
she died on April 26,
WHO said.

“Contact tracing
for passengers on the
flight has been initi-
ated,” it said.

Risk to wider pub-
lic low, says WHO

“The atmosphere
on board m/v Hondius
remains calm, with
passengers generally
composed”, the ship’s
operator,

Fact check: Viral video does not show
cargo ship near UAE on fire after Iranian

attack; it's old and unrelated
NEWS DESK:Multiple
accounts, including Ira-
nian media, have been
sharing a video since
Monday, on several so-
cial media platforms,
showing a cargo ship
engulfed in flames,
claiming that it was at-
tacked by the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC).
       However, the video
is old and unrelated to
current geopolitical de-
velopments.

On Monday, the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) said it was tar-
geted by Iranian strikes,
including one on its vi-
tal Fujairah energy hub
that wounded three In-
dians.

Fujairah lies be-
yond the Strait  of

Hormuz, making it one of
the few export routes for
Middle East oil that does
not require passing
through it.

On the other hand,
Iran’s state television
network said military of-
ficials had confirmed
they attacked the UAE
in response to the “US
military’s adventurism”.

The attacks shat-
tered a period of relative
calm in the ?UAE since
a Pakistani-mediated
ceasefire between Wash-
ington and Tehran took
effect on April 8, paus-
ing more ?than ?a month
of intense fighting in the
Gulf region.

How it started
On Monday, Iranian

media outlet Fars News
shared a video on its of-

ficial Telegram account
showing a cargo ship
engulfed in flames with-
out specifying which
country the vessel be-
longed to.

The post was cap-
tioned: “Image attrib-
uted to one of the ships
that was hit near the
UAE.”

The post gained
17,000 likes.Another so-
cial  media account
shared the same video in
a similar context on X
with the following cap-
tion:

“Iran State TV Fars
claims: Image attributed
to one of the ships that
was struck in the vicin-
ity of the UAE”.

The post attracted
116,000 views.

Another user also

shared the same video
on X in a similar context
with the following cap-
tion:

“The ship in the
footage: HMM Namu, a
South Korean cargo
vessel operated by
HMM shipping, Engine
room fire broke out while
anchored in the Strait of
Hormuz near the UAE.

24 crew on board. 6
South Koreans, 18 other
nationals, no casualties
reported. Cause offi-
cially under investiga-
tion.”

The post garnered
215,000 views.

The video and
claim were further shared
by several users on
Instagram and X, as can
be seen here, here, here,
here, and here; collec-
tively accumulating
135,000 views.

A fact-check was
initiated to determine
the veracity of the claim
due to its high virality
and keen public interest
in recent strikes on the
UAE.

A keyword search
was conducted to cor-
roborate whether any
credible international
media outlets had re-
ported that Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) struck a
cargo ship near the UAE;
however, no such re-
ports were found.

the cause of the acci-
dent was being investi-
gated, state-run China
Daily reported.

Xi called for a
speedy investigation to
determine the cause of
the explosion and strict
accountability for the in-
cident, Xinhua reported.

Last year, China ex-
ported $1.14 bil lion
worth of fireworks, more
than two-thirds of global
sales, data from the Ob-
servatory of Economic
Complexity showed.

Oceanwide Expe-
ditions, said in a state-
ment late on Monday.

It said it was
working on getting the
passengers screened
and disembarked, and
was considering sail-
ing to Spain’s Las
Palmas or Tenerife.

WHO reiterated
its advice that the risk

of malfunction.
The FIP letter,

dated May 1 and seen
by AFP, offers what it
called a “technical
note” that “suggests a
credible cause” requir-
ing further investiga-
tion.

“A prelift-off elec-
trical disturbance could
have caused unin-
tended relay operation
and dual engine fuel
cut-off without pilot
input”, it read.

“Media reports …
continue to suggest pi-
lot action,” it added.

“However, the In-
ternational Civil Avia-
tion Organisation …
requires all credible
technical causes be
ruled out first.”

The final report is
expected by next
month, within a year of
the crash.

“It is submitted
that this may be treated
as a testable hypothesis
and examined through
detailed electrical analy-
sis… Technical causes
cannot be ruled out till
this analysis is made,”
it argued.

to the wider public
was low from the dis-
ease typically spread
from infected rodents
that only rarely passes
between humans.

Cape Verde — an
island nation off the
coast of West Africa
— has asked the ship
to stay at sea as a pre-
caution.

The first stricken
passenger, the Dutch
man, died on April 11
as the ship steamed
towards Tristan da
Cunha.

His body remained
on board until April 24,
when it “was disem-
barked on St Helena,
with his wife accom-
panying the repatria-

tion”, Oceanwide Ex-
peditions said.

Three days later,
the man’s wife also fell
sick and later died,
while another passen-
ger, a Briton, became
“seriously ill and was
medically evacuated
to South Africa”, the
company said.

South African au-
thorities have con-
firmed that the British
patient, who is being
treated in a
Johannesburg hospital,
tested positive for the
hantavirus.

The Netherlands
has confirmed the vi-
rus in the Dutch
woman who died.

Data from mari-
time analytics provider
MarineTraffic shows
the ship had been vis-
iting some of the most
remote places on
Earth,

including Tristan
da Cunha, an island in
the south Atlantic be-
tween Argentina and
South Africa.

The Hondius left
Ushuaia in southern
Argentina in March,
according to company
documentation, on a
voyage marketed as
an Antarctic nature
expedition,

with berth prices
ranging from 14,000
to 22,000 euros
($16,000 to $25,000).

ments could be made
during To Lam’s May
5-7 visit, though no
signing of a weapons
deal was expected.

To Lam arrived
on Tuesday in the
eastern city of Bodh
Gaya, a Buddhist pil-
grimage site, on Tues-
day.

All the sources
declined to be identi-
fied as they were not
authorised to talk to the
media on government
negotiations.

The foreign minis-
tries of India and Viet-
nam, as well as mis-
sile maker BrahMos
Aerospace.
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Pakistan maintains firm, responsible stance amid India tensions

NDMA predicts rain,
thunderstorms across Punjab, KP,

AJK, Gilgit-Baltistan

Rescue 1122 responds
to 833 emergencies

over last month

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Pakistan adopted a firm
and responsible stance
at the global level dur-
ing heightened tensions
with India, clearly con-
veying its position while
avoiding escalation.

Despite responding
strongly to India’s so-
called “Operation
Sindoor,” Pakistan dem-
onstrated restraint and
repeatedly warned India
on multiple international
forums against any form

of adventurism or ag-
gression.

Pakistan’s High
Commissioner to the
United Kingdom, Dr
Mohammad Faisal, had
cautioned India ahead of
Marka-e-Haq, stating

Strong message of national unity, peace
and institutional harmony delivered at

Istehkam-e-Pakistan Conference

Children's fight
results in killing of

three people in Bannu

that Pakistan possesses
the full capability to re-
spond decisively to any
aggression, similar to
February 2019. He em-
phasized that any future
attack by India would be
met with an appropriate

response. He further
stated that Kashmir re-
mains a disputed issue
and must be resolved ei-
ther through United Na-
tions intervention or bi-
lateral  agreements.
Pakistan’s Ambassador

to the United States,
Rizwan Saeed Sheikh,
also issued a strong
warning, urging India to
refrain from aggression.

Rizwan Saeed
Sheikh stated that any
attack on Pakistan’s ter-

ritory would be met with
full force, adding that if
war were to break out
between two nuclear
neighbors, its conse-
quences would be un-
predictable.

According to ex-

RAWALPINDI (INP): A
strong message of na-
tional unity, peace and
institutional harmony
was delivered at the
Istehkam-e-Pakistan
Conference ti t led
‘ M a a r k a - e - H a q ,
Bunyan-un-Marsoos’
held here on Monday,
where speakers reaf-
firmed collective resolve
to safeguard Pakistan’s
stability, sovereignty
and ideological founda-
tions.

Chairman of the
Central Ruet-e-Hilal
Committee, Maulana
Syed Muhammad Abdul
Khabir Azad, in his ad-
dress said that national
unity and cohesion were
the only way to tackle
challenges facing the
country, while paying
tribute to the sacrifices
of Pakistan’s armed
forces in the fight
against terrorism.

He said the entire

nation stood united with
its armed forces and
would foil every con-
spiracy against  the
country through collec-
tive resolve and aware-
ness. The conference
was attended by Com-
missioner Rawalpindi
Division Engineer Aamir
Khattak, Regional Police
Officer Babar Sarfraz
Alpa, religious scholars,
traders, civil society rep-
resentatives and mem-
bers of different faiths.

Abdul Khabir Azad
said Pakistan was a con-
stitutional state where
rule of law, justice and
protection of citizens’
rights were fundamental
principles. He said ter-
rorism, unrest and anti-
state activities had no
place in society.

He stressed the
need to promote peace,
tolerance and interfaith
harmony, calling it a
shared responsibility of

all segments of society.
He said any attempt to
spread division and
chaos would be coun-
tered with unity by the
nation, scholars and all
stakeholders.

Referring to opera-
tion Bunyan-un-
Marsoos, he said it re-
flected national solidar-
ity and sent a clear mes-
sage to the world that
Pakistanis were commit-
ted to safeguarding their
sovereignty and dignity.

He also highlighted
the importance of resolv-
ing global conflicts
through dialogue, say-
ing peace and mutual
understanding were the
only viable solutions to
international disputes.

Khabir while pre-
senting tribute to valour
armed forces and the
military leadership high-
lighted the courageous
role played by Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir and PM

Shehbaz Sharif in estab-
lishing unity and re-
sponding to Indian un-
provoked attacks in be-
fitting manner.

He further lauded
the initiatives taken by
CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif for promoting in-
terfaith harmony.

Commissioner Engr.
Aamir Khattak said all
insti tutions in
Rawalpindi Division
were working in coordi-
nation to maintain law
and order, with peace
committees and stake-
holders playing an ac-
tive role.

Addressing the
gathering, Bishop Jo-
seph Arshad said Paki-
stan was a great coun-
try where people of dif-
ferent faiths were work-
ing together for peace,
harmony and develop-
ment, appreciating the
role of religious leaders
in promoting unity.

BANNU (INP): A
minor fight between
children that occurred
two months ago esca-
lated into a deadly in-
cident in Bannu, re-
sulting in the killing of
three people, including
a young child.

According to po-
lice on Monday, the in-
cident took place
within the jurisdiction
of City Police Station
on Jaman Road,

 near Rashid Bak-
ery, inside a welding
shop.

The alleged sus-
pect, identified as
Imran, son of
Inayatullah, a resident
of Jaman Road, re-
portedly opened fire
without warning.

As a result, Zafar
Ali, his brother Adnan
and Zafar Ali’s seven-
year-old son, Haroon
were killed on the spot.

The suspect man-
aged to flee the scene

immediately after the
incident.

Initial investiga-
tions suggest that the
motive behind the at-
tack was a dispute
stemming from a mi-
nor fight between chil-
dren two months ear-
lier, which later esca-
lated into a serious
feud between the
families.

Police reached
the scene promptly
after receiving the re-
port and shifted the
bodies to District
Headquarters Hospi-
tal Bannu. After com-
pleting legal formali-
ties the bodies were
handed over to the vic-
tims’ families.

A case has been
registered based on
the complaint filed by
Hassan, son of the
deceased Zafar Ali.
Police have launched
a search operation to
arrest the suspect.

DERA ISMAIL
KHAN (INP)  Res-
cue 1122 Lakki
Marwat has released
its performance report
for April 2026, high-
lighting its response to
hundreds of emergen-
cies and efforts to
save valuable lives
during the past month.

According to a
Rescue 1122 spokes-
person, the report was
compiled under the di-
rectives of Director
General Rescue 1122
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Shah Fahad and Di-
rector Operations
South Region Arif
Khattak and under the
supervision of District
Emergency Officer
Bilal Afridi.

The report states
that a total of 13,587
calls were received
during April, including
6,738 fake calls and
6,016 informational
calls. It shows that

rescue teams re-
sponded to 833 emer-
gencies, including 665
medical cases, 91
road traffic accidents,
8 fire incidents, 30
cases of fights and
gunshot injuries, and
34 recovery opera-
tions.

Rescue personnel
provided first aidand
shifted 798 patients
safely to hospitals.
However, 25 individu-
als succumbed to their
injuries at the scene.
The report further
highlights the perfor-
mance regarding re-
ferral service, which
responded to 214
emergencies and fa-
cilitated the transfer of
229 patients.

Among them, 37
patients were shifted
within the district from
one tehsil to another,
while 177 patients
were transferred from
one district to another.

perts, despite Indian
provocations, Pakistan
consistently empha-
sized dialogue and
peaceful resolution to
prevent large-scale de-
struction and maintain
regional stability.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
National Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(NDMA) issued a rain
and thunderstorm alert
for different parts of
the country during the
next 12 to 24 hours in
Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP),
Azad Kashmir, and
Gilgit Baltistan.

According to
NDMA, several upper
and northern regions
may experience rain
with strong winds and
thunderstorms.

Islamabad and sur-
rounding areas are
likely to remain partly
cloudy with chances of
strong winds and thun-
derstorms, while hail
may also occur at a few
locations.

In Punjab, most
districts will continue
to experience hot and
dry weather, southern
and central areas may
face dust storms and
strong winds. Cities
including Murree,
Galiyat, Rawalpindi,
Gujar Khan, Jhelum,

Sialkot, Narowal,
Layyah, Gujrat,
Gujranwala, and
Lahore are expected to
receive scattered rain
along with possible
hail.

In upper Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, condi-
tions will remain partly
cloudy, with rain ac-
companied by strong
winds and thunder-
storms expected in ar-
eas such as Chitral,
Swat, Abbottabad, and
Peshawar. Sindh will
remain under severe
hot and dry conditions
across most regions. In
Balochistan, southern
areas are also expected
to experience intense
heat, although light rain
may occur in Zhob,
Loralai, and nearby ar-
eas. Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan are also
likely to remain partly
cloudy with chances of
rain at some places and
hail. The National Di-
saster Management
Authority advised citi-
zens to adopt precau-
tionary measures

against heavy winds,
which may damage
solar panels, poorly
constructed buildings,
and vehicles.

The NDMA further
advised citizens not to
travel unnecessarily
and stay in safe and
secure locations during
the rainy, thunderstorm
season.

Met Office Deputy
Director Anjum Nazir
Zaigham has said that
Karachi’s temperature
is likely to reach 43 de-
grees centigrade while
the current tempera-
ture of the city is 41
degrees centigrade.

The humidity in
the air is 48 percent,
and there is no chance
of rain in the City. He
said that Sindh will re-
main in a severe
heatwave.

He said that after
May 13, 2025, the tem-
perature will further
rise in Karachi. He ad-
vised the citizens to
adopt precautionary
measures during the
season.

Punjab CM
sets July as
deadline for

completing 27
new Sahulat

markets
LAHORE (INP):  Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has set
July as the deadline for
completing twenty-
seven new convenience
markets across Punjab.

She announced the
timeline while chairing a
meeting in Lahore today.
The meeting was in-
formed that thirteen
“Sahulat on-the-go”
markets will also be set
up in different districts.

During the briefing,
officials said around
1,300 new businesses
will be established and
create more than 600 di-
rect jobs, benefiting over
90 million people annu-
ally.

The Chief Minister
was informed that shop-
keepers will be provided
free electricity and sani-
tation, while about 53
million rupees will be
saved annually on secu-
rity through centralized
CCTV monitoring.

The Chief Minister
said the project aims to
provide affordable and
quality goods in a clean.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister's Youth Programme (PMYP) Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan
in meeting with Mohamed Yahya represantatuve UN Secretary-General and UN task force team.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding Ministery
of National Health Services and Regulations, coordination.

Medical experts to provide free
treatment to cleft lip patients

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Specialized
team of senior doctors
will start free checkup
and necessary surger-
ies for cleft lip and
cleft palate, in
Islamabad.

The surgeries,
treatment, medicines,
hospitalization, stay
and food will be pro-
vided absolutely free
to the patients by
Islamabad Cleft Lip
and Palate Association
(ICLAPA).

The patients will
be given exact date
and time of the surgery
when their examina-
tion (OPD) takes
place.

Children with cleft
lip and cleft palate will
be operated upon, by
a team of distinguished
team of doctors and
para-medical staff
members who have
been performing this
task over several
years.

The children were
operated upon with
100 percent success,

and completely cured.
Their entire lives have
changed since then.
Patients are now be-
ing registered.

The patient also
feels difficulty in
speaking, living a nor-
mal life for taking food
and drink, besides suf-
fering psychologically.

Patients are dis-

charged after around
two days, following the
surgery and removal
of stitches.

The ICLAPA op-
erates as a registered
charitable institution,
and is funded by purely
private donations, and
contributions from
‘zakat’ and mainly
from its own mem-

bers. The ICLAPA
also has invited volun-
teers of all age groups,
especially doctors,
medical and other stu-
dents, from all cities, to
assist in its charitable
work. For further in-
formation and appoint-
ments please contact
at 03005192490 &
03335157676.

IHC orders
Adiala

Jail to decide
Bushra Bibi

plea in two days
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Islamabad High
Court has directed the
Adiala Jail superinten-
dent to decide within
two days a petition  re-
garding access to
Bushra Bibi’s personal
doctor and family meet-
ings,  and has sum-
moned him in person on
May 6. During the hear-
ing,  Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir of the
Islamabad High Court
heard a petition filed by
Bushra Bibi’s daughter,
Mubashira.

The court inquired
from the peti tioner
whether any application
had been submitted to
the Adiala Jail authori-
ties. The petitioner’s
lawyer, Salman Akram
Raja, submitted a copy
of the application sent
to the jail authorities and
stated that the request
had been delivered both
through courier and in
person. He further stated
that Bushra Bibi under-
went surgery in the night
between April 16 and 17.
Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir re-
marked that  the court
was aware of the situa-
tion as it was already.
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Balochistan Chief Secretary
Chairs Secretaries Committee

Meeting, Emphasizes Good
Governance and Digital Reforms

Balochistan Boosts Development Efforts with
IFAD-Supported Livelihood Project Initiative

BNP Chief Akhtar Mengal Granted Bail by
Quetta Anti-Terrorism Court

Revenue Reforms in Loralai: Officials Directed to
Boost Tax Collection, Digitize Records

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: An anti-
terrorism court in
Quetta on Tuesday
approved the bail plea
of BNP chief Sardar
Akhtar Mengal in a
case linked to a public
gathering held at
Shahwani Stadium last
year.

According to
court proceedings, the
court granted bail to
Akhtar Mengal
against surety bonds
worth Rs50,000.

The case against
the Balochistan Na-
tional

Party (BNP)
leader was registered
following a political
gathering held at

First Transshipment Vessel of May
2026 Docks at Gwadar

Port, Highlighting Rising
Strategic Importance

QUETTA: A high-level
meeting of the Secretar-
ies Committee was held
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir Khan, focusing on
improving governance
and public service deliv-
ery across the province.

During the meeting,
the Chief Secretary em-
phasized the implemen-
tation of a comprehen-
sive Good Governance

Roadmap aimed at en-
hancing administrative
efficiency and ensuring
the timely provision of
essential services to citi-
zens.

He highlighted that
immediate resolution of
public issues, effective
field-level monitoring,
and timely completion of
development projects
are being given top pri-
ority.

He also directed of-
ficers to ensure regular
attendance in offices
and improve the quality
of service delivery, par-
ticularly at district-level
offices.

Shakeel Qadir Khan
instructed all depart-
ments to digitize their
systems to reduce reli-
ance on paperwork and
improve overall effi-
ciency.

He noted that these

reforms would serve as
a milestone in improving
government perfor-
mance and public wel-
fare in Balochistan.

Strict  directives
were also issued to en-
sure regular attendance
of officers and staff in
the Civil Secretariat and
line departments.

According to a
briefing presented dur-
ing the meeting, atten-

dance in the Civil Secre-
tariat has shown signifi-
cant improvement, with
approximately 80% of
officers and staff now
regularly present, and
further improvement is
expected.

The Chief Secre-
tary reiterated that pro-
viding employment op-
portunities to youth re-
mains a top priority of
the government.

He stated that ef-

Shahwani Stadium in
Quetta during the pre-

vious year.
Legal proceedings

in the matter are ex-
pected to continue as

per the court’s direc-
tions.

QUETTA: A significant
development has
emerged in Balochistan’s
efforts to promote large-
scale development
projects, as a high-level
consultative meeting
was held under the
chairmanship of Secre-
tary Communications
and Works, Babar Khan.

The meeting fo-
cused on the design of
the Balochistan Liveli-
hood Support Project,
supported by the Inter-
national Fund for Agri-

cultural Development.
The meeting was

attended by Chief Engi-
neer Federal Projects Dr.
Sajjad Baloch, Technical
Advisor Ihsanullah
Khan Dautani, and an
IFAD delegation led by
Rab Nawaz.

During the session,
Rab Nawaz provided a
detailed briefing on on-
going and completed
development projects
across Balochistan.

He highlighted the
effectiveness, positive

outcomes, and future
potential of the Liveli-
hood Support Project,
stating that it plays a
crucial role in strength-
ening the rural economy,
creating employment
opportunities,

and modernizing
the agriculture and live-
stock sectors.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Secretary Com-
munications and Works
Babar Khan appreciated
IFAD’s contributions,
noting that the organiza-

tion has delivered re-
markable services in ad-
vancing agriculture and
livestock development
in the province.

He reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to continued col-
laboration with IFAD,
particularly in improving
road infrastructure
across Balochistan. He
emphasized that en-
hanced connectivity
would not only facilitate
better transportation but
also stimulate economic

activities.
Babar Khan further

stated that future devel-
opment initiatives will
focus on being more ef-
fective, sustainable,

and aligned with lo-
cal needs through
strengthened coopera-
tion.

He expressed confi-
dence that these efforts
will ensure that the
people of Balochistan
fully benefit from devel-
opment projects in real
terms.

LORALAI:A key meet-
ing of the revenue de-
partment was held in
Tehsil Bori, Mekhtar,
under the chairmanship
of Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Rev-
enue) Muhammad Ismail
Mengal to review critical
revenue matters and ad-
ministrative perfor-
mance.

The meeting was
attended by Assistant
Commissioner Loralai
Nadeem, Tehsildar Bori,
Naib Tehsildar Mekhtar,
along with patwaris and
revenue staff from all
circles.

During the session,
a detailed review of rev-
enue-related affairs was
conducted, with special
focus on challenges in
the collection of agricul-
ture income tax,

illegal allotment of
state land, removal of
encroachments,  and
compliance with tax pay-
ments under the  ordi-
nance.

Officials also pre-
sented a comprehensive
update on the imple-
mentation and progress
of decisions taken in
previous meetings.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, ADC Revenue
Muhammad Ismail
Mengal directed that
timely and transparent
tax collection must be
ensured.  He stressed
the importance of main-
taining accurate revenue
records and prioritizing
their digitization to re-
duce public difficulties
and improve efficiency.

He further in-
structed authorities to
take indiscriminate ac-
tion against illegal occu-
pation of government
land and adopt an effec-

tive strategy for the re-
moval of encroach-
ments. The meeting high-
lighted that agriculture
income tax remains a key
source of government
revenue,  urging all con-
cerned officials to play
an active role in
strengthening collection

efforts.  Special empha-
sis was placed on ex-
panding the tax net, iden-
tifying defaulters, and
initiating targeted cam-
paigns to bring them

under the legal frame-
work. Authorities also
stressed the need to cre-
ate awareness among
farmers and landowners
regarding tax obliga-
tions to encourage vol-
untary compliance.

At the conclusion
of the meeting, officials

were strictly directed to
perform their duties with
integrity and profes-
sionalism, ensuring the
achievement of govern-
ment targets at all costs.

forts are underway to
pull the younger genera-
tion out of frustration by
creating practical and
sustainable opportuni-
ties.

Additionally, the
Monitoring and Evalua-
tion Section informed
the meeting that it has
visited 1,890 develop-
ment projects across the
province as part of its
oversight activities.

GWADAR: In line with
the vision of
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
Gwadar Port’s growing
strategic importance has
once again been demon-
strated as the first trans-
shipment cargo vessel of
May 2026, “MV Shu
Long,” successfully
docked at the port.

The vessel marks
the first major commer-
cial ship to arrive at
Gwadar this month,
showcasing the port’s
active and efficient op-
erational capabilities.
According to a media
coordinator, the ship is
carrying a total of 16,077
metric tons of transship-
ment cargo, including
over 13,000 packages of
Chinese-manufactured

industrial machinery and
pipes.  The shipment
was originally destined
for Kuwait but was re-
routed to Gwadar Port as
a safer alternative due to
uncertain maritime con-
ditions in the Strait of
Hormuz. Chairman
Gwadar Port, Noorul
Haq Baloch, stated that
four transshipment ves-
sels were recorded at the
port during April 2026.

He noted that this
reflects Gwadar’s emer-
gence as a reliable and
efficient alternative in
the context of shifting
global and regional trade
routes. He further em-
phasized that berthing,
cargo handling,  and
documentation pro-
cesses for diverted ves-
sels are being carried out

in a highly professional
and swift  manner,
strengthening the port’s
operational readiness
and its ability to meet in-
ternational standards.

Experts believe that
the increasing activity
at Gwadar Port is a posi-
tive sign for Pakistan’s
marit ime and trade
economy.  The port is
steadily establishing it-
self as a key transship-
ment hub in the Arabian
Sea, offering a safe, effi-
cient, and cost-effective
alternative route for Gulf
and regional markets.

This development
is expected to further en-
hance Pakistan’s role in
global trade and solidify
Gwadar’s position on the
international economic
map.
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April fuel sales fall on higher prices

Refinery output up 10.7%, OMC sales down 7%

International Monetary Fund (IMF) seeks removal of SWF powers

FBR shortfall puts budget targets
under question

Gas utilities seek 21-121pc tariff hike

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
has given a commitment
to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to
strip the Sovereign
Wealth Fund (SWF) of
its legal powers to di-
rectly sell  assets of
state?owned enterprises
(SOEs) to foreign na-
tions and to retain rev-
enues or take loans.

According to these
assurances, Pakistan
will not make the SWF
operational until parlia-
ment approves new
amendments to its law
that withdraw all those
powers and lower the
fund's status to that of a
holding company. How-
ever, the finance minis-
try again missed the ex-
tended deadline to sub-
mit these amendments
to parliament by the end
of March. To prevent
any backpedalling by
the government, the
IMF has imposed a con-
dition that the wealth
fund cannot be made
operational until its law
is drastically revised to
the global lender's satis-
faction.

The Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM)
government had enacted
the Pakistan Sovereign
Wealth Fund Act in 2023
to transfer shares of
seven profitable entities
in the first phase and
then sell them overseas
to raise money. The fund
r e m a i n s

NEWS DESK:An inde-
pendent consultant,
hired by Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority
(Ogra), has proposed a
nominal scale-down in
the bil l ing of unac-
counted-for-gas (UFG)
losses to gas consum-
ers over the next five
years, as the two gas
utilities seek about 21
and 121 per cent in-
creases in the prescribed
tariffs to meet their rev-
enue requirements for
2026-27.

Ogra has called
public hearings on May
12 and 13 in Lahore and
Karachi to consider pe-
tit ions from the Sui
Northern Gas Company
Ltd (SNGPL) and Sui
Southern Gas Company
Ltd (SSGCL).

Ogra had earlier
postponed the public
hearings on April 21 and
22 on the premise that
gas prices, particularly
LNG prices, had become
unpredictable given the
ongoing crisis in the
Middle East.

However, the law
required the regulator to
issue its determination
at least 40 days before
June 30, allowing the
government to propose
any changes to the con-
sumer tariff. The govern-
ment has also committed
to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to
provide timely biannual
notifications of gas

rates to avoid a further
build-up of circular debt,
which has already ex-
ceeded Rs3 trillion. The
gas tariff must be revised
with effect from July 1.

On Monday, it was
disclosed that indepen-
dent consultant KPMG
Taseer Hadi & Co has
suggested scaling down
the UFG allowance in the
gas tariff to 6.5pc for
FY27, 6.3pc for FY28,
6pc for FY29, 5.8pc for
FY30 and 5.5pc for FY31
for both utilities. In ad-
dition, SNGPL would be
given an additional al-
lowance of 0.5pc for lo-
cal challenges and 1.7pc
for SSGCL.

NEWS DESK:Oil sales
declined by seven per
cent year-on-year and
6pc month-on-month to
1.36 million tonnes in
April, mainly due to
higher fuel prices amid
the US-Israel war on Iran
affecting the Middle
East.

Oil-marketing com-
panies (OMCs) recorded
sales of 1.36m tonnes in
April. This brought to-
tal sales for 10MFY26 to
13.8m tonnes, reflecting
a 4pc year-on-year in-
crease compared to
13.2m tonnes in
10MFY25, according to
Myesha Sohail  of
Topline Securities.

In April, motor spirit
(petrol) prices increased
by 21pc to an average of
Rs374.73 per litre from
Rs310.53 in March.
High-speed diesel (HSD)
prices rose 26pc month-
on-month to an average
of Rs409.61 per litre from
Rs325.21 in March.

Petrol sales de-
clined by 7pc year-on-
year and 8pc month-on-
month to 615,000 tonnes
in April. Total petrol
sales in 10MFY26 stood
at 6.4m tonnes, up 4pc
year-on-year. HSD sales
also fell by 12pc year-on-
year and 7pc month-on-
month to 550,000
tonnes, while cumula-
tive sales in 10MFY26
increased 5pc year-on-
year to 5.9m tonnes.

Furnace oil (FO)
sales surged 63pc year-
on-year and 56pc
month-on-month to
137,000 tonnes, possibly
due to a shift towards
FO as a readily available

alternative amid rising
prices and constrained
fuel supply. However,
total FO sales in
10MFY26 declined by
11pc year-on-year to
529,000 tonnes.

Cement despatches
Total cement des-

patches, including local
and export, increased
11.14 per cent year-on-
year to 3.890 million
tonnes in April. Accord-
ing to data released by
the All Pakistan Cement
Manufacturers Associa-
tion (APCMA), local ce-
ment despatches during
April this year stood at
3.217m tonnes, com-
pared to 2.677m tonnes
in April 2025, showing
an increase of 20.17pc.
However, exports de-
clined by 18.22pc from
823,032 tonnes in April
2025 to 673,058 tonnes in
April this year.

During 10MFY26,
total cement despatches
(domestic and exports)
reached 42.396m tonnes,
up 9.83pc from 38.600m
tonnes a year earlier.
Domestic sales in-
creased by 11.33pc to
34.785m tonnes, com-
pared to 31.244m tonnes
in 10MFY25. Exports
were 3.47pc higher, ris-
ing to 7.611m tonnes in
the first 10 months of
the current fiscal year,
compared to 7.355m
tonnes during the same
period last year.

Topline Securities
reported that earnings of
the listed cement sector
stood at Rs108bn in
9MFY26, up 17pc year-
on-year. Average bag
prices in the north re-
gion increased to
Rs1,417 per bag in
3QFY26, compared to
Rs1,366 in 3QFY25. In

the south region, prices
rose to Rs1,451 per bag
from Rs1,382 in the same
period.

Musab Ahmed of
Sherman Securities said
provisional data sug-
gests urea offtake for
April  is expected to
reach 463,000 tonnes,
reflecting an 85pc year-
on-year increase com-
pared to 251,000 tonnes
in April 2025.

The rise is attrib-
uted to improved farm
economics, supported
by an increase in the
minimum support price
for wheat to Rs3,200-
3,600 per maund from
Rs2,200-2,600 earlier,
along with procurement
drives by federal and
provincial governments,
which enhanced farm-
ers’ purchasing power
and fertil iser
affordability.

NEWS DESK:Every
year, Pakistan's budget
exercise begins the same
way, ie, ambitious targets
are set, confident projec-
tions are made, and
shortfalls arrive quietly,
long after headlines have
faded.

This year, however,
the shortfall has not
waited for the budget to
be announced. It is al-
ready here, and voices
from the business com-
munity are growing
louder in their demand
that the upcoming Fi-
nance Bill face facts
rather than sidestep
them.

"Budget document
should not be given a
cosmetic makeover, it
must reflect ground re-
alities so that tangible
results can be
achieved," said
Mudassir Masood
Chaudhry, former execu-
tive committee member
of the Lahore Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
try,  on Monday. He
added that economic
policies ought to be for-
mulated on realistic and
sustainable founda-
tions.

His concern is
backed by the troubling

data. The Federal Board
of Revenue's (FBR) tax
collection for fiscal year
2025-26 has already re-
corded a shortfall of
over Rs600 billion. Rev-
enue growth in March
stood at a modest 6%, a
figure that signals little
momentum while head-
ing into the final quarter.
At this pace, Chaudhry
warned, the total short-
fall by fiscal year-end
could reach Rs900 bil-
lion, bringing actual FBR
revenues to approxi-
mately Rs13,080 billion,
well short of the original
target.

This will take
SNGPL’s UFG to 7pc for
FY27 and about 6pc for
FY2031 while SSGCL’s
UFG allowance would
be in the range of 8.2pc
for FY27 and 7.3pc for
FY31. At present, the
system loss allowance in
the prescribed gas
prices stands at about
7.6pc, including a 2.6pc
performance-based UFG
allowance. The actual
UFG losses for SNGPL
stand at 8.8pc compared
to 13.6pc for SSGCL.

The consultant,
hired by Ogra, also high-
lighted that, under the
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) deci-

sion of 2016, transmis-
sion loss was to be de-
termined and charged at
actual, subject to a maxi-
mum of 0.5pc (to be
shared by gas compa-
nies based on the length
of the transmission line
involved), while distri-
bution loss was to be
determined and charged
at actual.

The decision fur-
ther provided that such
loss for customers lo-
cated on high-pressure
transmission lines, as
well as for those willing
to lay dedicated lines
from SMS/TBS, shall
also be determined and
charged at actual.

The government
has set the FBR's rev-
enue target at Rs15,564
billion for fiscal year
2026-27, implying a
growth rate of 19% over
a base that is itself fall-
ing short. If realised, this
will raise the tax-to-GDP
ratio by approximately
1.1 percentage points.
Whether that is achiev-
able, Chaudhry sug-
gests, is the central
question budget plan-
ners must answer hon-
estly.

Beyond the revenue
arithmetic, an outlined
broader set of structural

reforms, he believes are
essential for sustainable
growth. He called for the
industrial sector to be
provided with incen-
tives and facilitation to
boost exports, arguing
that without competitive
energy costs, Pakistani
manufacturers could not
compete internationally.
He urged the govern-
ment to carry out reforms
in power and gas sectors
to reduce the cost of
doing business, a con-
cern that has dominated
chamber meetings
across the country for
years.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
oil supply chain deliv-
ered a mixed but telling
performance in April
2026, reflecting con-
trasting trends across
upstream and down-
stream segments. While
refinery operations
strengthened on the
back of improved prod-
uct output and higher
utilisation, retail fuel de-
mand came under pres-
sure due to elevated
prices and shifting con-
sumption patterns amid
geopolitical uncertainty.
This divergence high-
lights an increasingly
uneven recovery across
the energy value chain,
where production gains
are not fully translating
into end?market de-
mand.

According to a re-
port by Arif Habib Lim-
ited (AHL), Pakistan's re-
finery sector posted a
strong recovery in April
2026, with overall refin-
ery production rising
10.7% year-on-year
(YoY) to 993,000 tonnes.
The growth was mainly
driven by higher output
of high?speed diesel

(HSD), which increased
15.1% YoY to 502,000
tonnes, and motor spirit
(MS), which rose 5.8%
YoY to 235,000 tonnes.
The improvement re-
flects stronger demand
from oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs), partly
supported by expecta-
tions of higher imports
and price adjustments
amid changing global oil
dynamics.

The report high-
lighted that industry ca-
pacity utilisation re-
mained broadly stable at
58.1% in April 2026, com-
pared with 58.0% in
March, although
slightly higher than
52.5% in April 2025.
Among key refiners,
utilisation trends were
mixed, with Attock Refin-
ery operating at 59.4%,
while Pakistan Refinery
posted a higher
utilisation rate of 76.1%.
National Refinery oper-
ated at  62.4%, and
Cnergyico PK Limited
remained the lowest at
24.1%, reflecting struc-
tural inefficiencies and
weaker throughput
levels.Product?wise,

HSD remained the domi-
nant driver of refinery
output, accounting for
50.5% of throughput,
while MS and furnace oil
(FO) stood at 23.6% and
19.7%, respectively. FO
trends showed mixed
movement across refin-
ers, with some compa-
nies reporting higher FO
output due to shifting
demand patterns.

On the OMC side, a
separate report  by
Topline Securities by
Myesha Sohail noted
that oil marketing com-
panies recorded a 7%
YoY and 6%
month?on?month de-
cline in sales during
April 2026 to 1.36 million
tonnes, largely due to
higher fuel prices
caused by the US?Israeli
war against Iran affect-
ing the Middle East. Ex-
cluding Furnace Oil
(FO),  sales dropped
more sharply by 11%
YoY and 10%
m o n t h ? o n ? m o n t h
(MoM) to 1.22 million
tonnes. MS and HSD
volumes declined 7%
and 12% YoY, respec-
tively, reflecting demand

destruction following
significant price hikes
during the month. How-
ever, FO sales surged
63% YoY and 56% MoM
to 137,000 tonnes, indi-
cating substitution de-
mand amid expensive
transport fuels.

As highlighted in
the report ,
company?wise, Pakistan
State Oil saw a decline
in volumes but retained
a 43.48% market share,
while Attock Petroleum
posted marginal MoM
growth of 5%, making it
the only listed OMC to
show improvement.
Hascol Petroleum con-
tinued to underperform
with a sharp decline in
sales, whereas Wafi En-
ergy remained relatively
stable on a YoY basis.

The report  also
noted that the govern-
ment collected Rs1.21
trillion under the petro-
leum development levy
(PDL) during 10MFY26,
achieving 82% of its an-
nual target of Rs1.47 tril-
lion, indicating strong
fiscal flow despite
weaker fuel consump-
tion trends.

non?operational be-
cause of objections
raised by the IMF.
Those entities are Oil
and Gas Development
Company, Pakistan Pe-
troleum Limited, Mari
Petroleum, National
Bank of Pakistan, Paki-
stan Development Fund,
Government Holdings
(Private) Limited, and
Neelum?Jhelum Hydro-

power Company. The
IMF objected to the
governance structure
and the legal mandate
that allowed the sover-
eign fund to directly sell
state assets to foreign
nations without a com-
petitive process.

As part of the un-
derstanding under the
third programme review,
Finance Minister

Muhammad Aurangzeb
has now assured the
IMF that the agreed
amendments will be
implemented. The IMF
is set to approve two
loan tranches worth $1.2
billion this Friday.

"The execution of
the SWF Act and any
other action aimed at
preparing the SWF for
its operation will only be

carried out after these
amendments become
law," according to the
written commitments.

Sources said a ma-
jor amendment would
change the fund's legal
status, reducing it to a
holding company. Under
the deal, the wealth
fund's role would also be
narrowed to holding and
managing SOEs on be-

half of the state and cre-
ating value through their
operational and finan-
cial improvement. The
wealth fund would at-
tract foreign direct in-
vestment by facilitating
and mobilising
co?investment in strate-
gic commercial ventures
that generate financial
returns in line with the
SWF's investment man-

date.
In a major change,

the wealth fund cannot
directly sell assets to lo-
cal or foreign players.
Instead,  the
privatisation or sale of
assets of the seven
SOEs that the fund cur-
rently holds must follow
international standards
and best practices, en-
suring "open, competi-
tive, transparent and
non?discriminatory pro-
cedures, requiring mini-
mum disclosure require-
ments for each stage of
the process, including
on beneficial owner-
ship".

Likewise, the fi-
nance ministry would
ensure that appropriate
fiscal safeguards are in
place, including requir-
ing that all revenues
from wealth fund and its
sub?funds' operations
be provided directly to
the government. Unlike
the original law, the
wealth fund cannot re-
tain any money needed
for investments; any
such requirement would
be met by allocating
funds in the budget and
under the Public Finan-
cial Management Act,
sources added.

There would be a
complete ban on the
wealth fund incurring
debt or borrowing in any
way. The fund cannot
provide guarantees or
collateral, including over

the SOE shares or assets
it holds. It cannot lend
to public or private enti-
ties, or to any persons,
foreign or domestic. It
cannot participate in
public?private partner-
ships, cannot acquire fi-
nancial assets or instru-
ments of any kind, and
cannot receive any con-
tributions from the cen-
tral bank, SOEs or any
other public body,
sources said.

The government
would also ensure that
appointments to the
SWF's board and advi-
sory committee are made
through transparent,
merit?based and partici-
patory processes to
safeguard professional-
ism and independence
from undue public and
private influence, includ-
ing by introducing effec-
tive cooling?off periods
for stronger indepen-
dence.

The accountability
mechanism defined un-
der the SOEs Act would
also apply to the wealth
fund and its managed
companies. The exemp-
tions granted under cur-
rent section 50 of the
SWF Act will be with-
drawn.

The government
has also given fresh
commitments to the IMF
on the privatisation
front – an area where it
lags behind all its com-
mitments.
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Gladbach sink Dortmund, St Pauli
edge closer to drop

Inter Milan win Italian title

First step in Europe, a long road ahead for Pakistan’s U-16 footballers

Sadaf Shamas's 98, Najiha Alvi
onslaught help Pakistan rout Zimbabwe

FIFA faces World Cup broadcast crisis
as India’s Reliance offers $20m

NEWS DESK:Abdul
Samad, the captain of
Pakistan’s Under-16
football team, still re-
members the moment he
asked his coach to let
him play as a striker. One
minute later, he was cel-
ebrating a goal.

“We were 4-0 down
against Kazakhstan, try-
ing our level best to get
a goal but it was just not
coming,” Samad told
Dawn. “I asked the
coach to play as a striker,
and one minute later I
received a cross from the
right. I positioned myself
and headed the ball
home.”

It was a bullet
header, the kind that
etches i tself into
memory. But Samad did
not celebrate wildly. “I
wasn’t very excited con-
sidering we had already
conceded four goals,”
he said. His coach,
Mohammad Essa, was
delighted. But for the 16-
year-old from Swat, the
moment was bittersweet.

That goal — one of
only two Pakistan scored
in the tournament —
came in a 4-1 loss to
hosts Kazakhstan. Two
more defeats followed: 2-
1 to Russia and 1-0 to
Azerbaijan.

 Pakistan finished
bottom of their group.
Yet for a team making its
first appearance in a
UEFA competition, the
scoreline tells only half
the story.

This was the first
time a Pakistan side had
ever played in a Euro-
pean tournament. For

the players, many of
whom had grown up
watching European foot-
ball on screens, stepping
onto the pitch in
Shymkent was a kind of
arrival.

“You know, this was
the first time a Pakistan
team participated in a Eu-
ropean competition,”
Essa, a former national
team captain himself,
told Dawn. “The players
really wanted to play na-
tions outside of South
Asia. We need to test

ourselves against strong
opponents to improve
our game. Playing better
opponents not only im-
proves your game but
also your confidence.”

The tournament
was not just about re-
sults. It was about expo-
sure, about measuring
themselves against
teams from completely
different football cul-
tures. And by that mea-
sure, Essa believes the
mission was accom-
plished.

But the experience
also laid bare the vast
gap between what
Pakistan’s young
footballers have and
what their counterparts
in other nations take for
granted.

‘Just to play is a
task’

Samad, who plays
for Islamabad-based
Popo FC, was over-
whelmed by what he saw
in Kazakhstan.

“The grounds, the
facilities and the level of

coaching assistance
they have there is very
professional,” he said.

Then he contrasted
it with home.

“In Pakistan, just to
be able to play is a task.
We don’t  even have
grounds to play in. We
have to plead to differ-
ent people to give us a
ground to play in. That
is something we are lag-
ging far behind in.”

He added: “We
have a lot of self-belief.
If we get facilities like

that, we can improve
massively.”

The facilities gap
extended to the pitch it-
self. Pakistan received
two red cards in three
matches — a second
yellow against Russia,
and a straight red
against Azerbaijan. Essa
offered an interesting ex-
planation.

“The pitches there
are very levelled, soft
and fast,” he said. “In
Pakistan, the pitches are
massively different.

When you tackle here,
you slide pretty slow.
So when our players
tackled, they were some-
times a bit late due to a
developed habit. Our
players weren’t used to
playing on such a high-
quality surface.”

Despite the three
losses, Pakistan were
competitive. The Russia
match was level at 1-1
until the red card.
Against Azerbaijan, they
dominated long
stretches but lost to a

late counter-attack.
“The goal we con-

ceded against Russia,
their player tackled our
defender from the back,
which is always a foul,”
Essa said. “But the ref-
eree let the play continue
and we conceded a goal.
Even the Russian coach
said that some of the
referee’s decisions went
their way.”

Samad believes the
team could have won
both matches.

“I felt  we could
have won against Rus-
sia, but the defence
made a mistake which
cost us the match,” he
said. “Against
Azerbaijan, one of our
main midfielders
[Mohammad Essa] was
suspended due to a red
card in the earlier match,
but we still created a lot
of chances and just
couldn’t finish. We re-
ally felt that we were bet-
ter than Azerbaijan and
would emerge victori-
ous, but unfortunately it
wasn’t meant to be.”

Essa, meanwhile,
had planned specifically
for both opponents.
Against Russia, he had
studied their reliance on
crosses and set up his
defence accordingly.
Against Azerbaijan, he
opted for a high press to
disrupt their build-up
from the back.

“From what I had
noted from Azerbaijan’s
previous matches, they
build up from the back,”
Essa said. “So we de-
cided to press them and
were successful in it.

Cup 2026 are ongoing
and must remain confi-
dential at this stage,” the
statement said.

Reliance-Disney, a
joint venture led by bil-
l ionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s Reliance, did
not respond to requests
for comment, and nei-
ther did Sony.

The lack of a con-
firmed broadcast agree-
ment with India or China
is unusual at this stage.

In past World Cups,
including 2018 and 2022,
Chinese state broad-
caster CCTV secured the
rights well in advance
and began airing promo-
tional content and spon-
sor-driven advertise-

ments weeks before the
tournament.

CCTV, which has
extensive reach across
television and digital
platforms, did not imme-
diately return a request
for comment.

China accounted
for 17.7pc and India
2.9pc of the global linear
TV reach of the 2022
tournament. The two
countries together ac-
counted for 22.6pc of to-
tal global digital stream-
ing reach for that World
Cup.The 2026 tourna-
ment kicks off on June
11, leaving barely five
weeks for a deal to be
finalised, broadcast in-
frastructure to be set up

and advertising inven-
tory to be sold.

For India, FIFA ini-
tially sought $100 million
for broadcast rights for
the 2026 and 2030 World
Cups, the sources said,
declining to be named
because the talks are
private.When the World
Cup last aired in India in
2022, Reliance’s then-
standalone media arm
secured the rights for
about $60 million, which
was announced around
14 months before the
event in Qatar. “FIFA is
looking for a similar
amount for this edition
of the tournament,” a
FIFA source told
Reuters.

NEWS DESK:Inter
Milan won their third
Serie A title in six sea-
sons on Sunday thanks
to a 2-0 victory over
Parma that ignited the
celebrations at a jubilant
San Siro and across the
city.

Marcus Thuram's
side-footed finish just
before half-time set Inter
on their way before
Henrikh Mkhitaryan's
second-half goal put the
Scudetto beyond doubt.

With three matches
left, Inter have a 12-
point lead over reigning
champions Napoli and
15 more points than
third-placed AC Milan.

The San Siro was a
sea of blue and black
and thousands of fans
also gathered in front of
Milan's Duomo cathe-
dral to celebrate their
team's 21st Italian title.

Inter have success-
fully overcome the trau-
matic end to last season
under the calm guidance
of coach Cristian Chivu,
who was almost a nov-
ice at this level when he
took over last summer.

Less than a year af-
ter losing the 2025 title
race by a point and col-
lapsing to a 5-0 humilia-

t ion by Paris Saint-
Germain in the Champi-
ons League final, Inter
are back at the top.

"Today, we are all
happy, but we must not
forget all the work ac-
complished, because it
was very difficult to
start again after the end
of last season when we
lost in all the competi-
tions we could win," In-
ter captain Lautaro
Martinez said.

Chivu's rejuvenat-
ing effect Inter owe this
success largely to
Chivu, the club's former
player and a surprise ap-
pointment in June to re-

place Simone Inzaghi,
who won six trophies
and reached two Cham-
pions League finals in
four seasons but left for
a lucrative deal in Saudi
Arabia.

With small steps
and few new signings,
Chivu has breathed new
life into the side.

Inter can complete
the third league and cup
double in their history if
they beat Lazio in the
Coppa Italia final on
May 13 at the Olympic
Stadium in Rome.

Juventus missed a
chance to exploit AC
Milan's earlier slip and

NEWS DESK:Borussia
Moenchengladbach en-
sured they will remain in
Germany's top flight
next season when Haris
Tabakovic scored with
two minutes remaining
to beat Borussia
Dortmund on Sunday,
while Mainz pushed St
Pauli closer to relega-
tion.

Dortmund, who se-
cured Champions
League qualification last
week at the other end of
the table, were toothless
in attack against a
Gladbach side who
needed the 1-0 win at
home to be mathemati-
cally safe.

In the dying mo-
ments, Tabakovic broke
through and finished
past Dortmund goalie
Gregor Kobel.

Despite a third de-
feat in four games,
Dortmund need just two
points to take second
spot behind champions
Bayern Munich for the
fifth time in the past eight
seasons.

"It wasn't good,"
Dortmund coach Niko
Kovac said to DAZN.
"Gladbach were sharp,
they had bite -- they
played like they had a lot
at stake, and it looked
like we did not.

"The defeat was
justified."

Nico Elvedi had a
strike ruled out for the
hosts midway through
the opening half for
offside.

T a b a k o v i c ,
Gladbach's most danger-
ous attacker, then forced
Kobel into a close-range
save and fired just off
target early in the sec-
ond period.

With two minutes
remaining, Tabakovic
put the hosts ahead. His
goal, ruled offside by the
linesman but reinstated
after a VAR check, gave

Gladbach their first win
over Dortmund since
November 2022.

Earlier on Sunday,
goals from Phillip Tietz
and Phillipp Mwene
took Mainz to a 2-1 win
at St Pauli, securing their
top-flight status next
season while pushing
the hosts closer to rel-
egation.

Wolfsburg's late
draw at Freiburg pushed
St Pauli, who are winless
since February, into the
automatic relegation
spots.

"We've got no time
to dwell on these re-

sults," St Pauli captain
Jackson Irvine told
DAZN."We've got two
matchdays to fight for
our life."

St Pauli have spent
much of their existence
in the second and third
tiers but were promoted
to the Bundesliga in
2024.

Wolfsburg's 1-1
draw at Freiburg took
them above St Pauli into
the relegation play-off
spot, while ensuring that
both Hamburg and
Union Berlin are also
mathematically safe from
relegation.

NEWS DESK:Millions
of football fans in the
world’s two most popu-
lous nations may not be
able to watch the World
Cup that starts next
month, due to a deadlock
over broadcast rights in
India and no official de-
cision in China.

In India, a Reliance-
Disney joint venture has
offered $20 million for
2026 World Cup broad-
cast rights, a fraction of
FIFA’s ask, which was
not acceptable to
football’s global govern-
ing body, two sources
told Reuters on Monday.
Sony held talks but also
decided not to make an
offer for FIFA rights for
India, a third source with
direct knowledge said.

There has also been
no deal announcement
for China, which FIFA
says accounted for
49.8pc of all hours of
viewing on digital and
social platforms globally
during the 2022 World
Cup.

FIFA has con-
cluded agreements with
broadcasters in over 175
territories globally, it
said in a statement to
Reuters.“Discussions in
China and India regard-
ing the sale of media
rights for the FIFA World

take third place in Serie
A as they drew 1-1 at
home with relegated
Verona.

The Turin giants
did, however, climb three
points clear of Como in
the chase for the fourth
Champions league
qualifying spot.

AC Milan had relin-
quished their last, slim,
hope of catching Inter at
the top as they subsided
2-0 at mid-table
Sassuolo.

Milan endured a
nightmare afternoon in
Reggio Emilia, crashing
to a fourth defeat in their
last seven matches.

NEWS DESK:Sadaf
Shamas’ superb 98 and
a late onslaught by
Najiha Alvi powered Pa-
kistan to a comprehen-
sive 168-run victory over
Zimbabwe in their first
women’s One-day Inter-
national on Monday.

Opting to bat, Paki-
stan piled up an impos-
ing 330 for five in their
allotted 50 overs, before
bundling out Zimbabwe
for 162 in 36.4 overs.

Sadaf anchored the
innings with a fluent 98
off 130 balls, striking 17
fours, while Gull Feroza
provided a solid start
with a 60-ball 50.

The pair laid a
strong foundation with
a 162-run opening stand.

Sidra Amin then
maintained the momen-
tum with a brisk 67 off
59 deliveries,

laced with nine
boundaries, as Pakistan
kept Zimbabwe’s
bowlers under pressure
through the middle
overs.

However,  i t was
Najiha who provided the
final flourish, remaining
unbeaten on a 30-ball 56,
smashing eight fours
and a six.

Captain Fatima
Sana also chipped in
with a quickfire 11 not
out off just three balls as
Pakistan added valuable
runs at the death.

For Zimbabwe, Pre-
cious Marange was the
pick of the bowlers with
three wickets for 39 runs,
while Kudzai Chigora
and Nomvelo Sibanda
claimed one wicket each.

Chasing a daunting
331, Zimbabwe never re-

covered after early set-
backs.

Fatima struck twice
in the opening spell to
leave the visitors reel-
ing.

Beloved Biza of-
fered some resistance
with a 53 off 53 balls, hit-
ting eight fours,  but
lacked support from the
other end as wickets fell
at regular intervals.

Syeda Aroob Shah
and Tasmia Rubab

claimed two wickets
apiece, while Momina
Riasat and Nashra
Sandhu took one each to
wrap up the innings
comfortably.

Zimbabwe captain
Nomvelo Sibanda’s 17
was the next best con-
tribution as the side
failed to build any mean-
ingful partnerships,
eventually being dis-
missed well short of the
target.
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Prominent cleric Muhammad Idrees gunned down in KP's Charsadda

Imran family irked at PTI leadership

NEWSDESK:Renowned
cleric and former Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-
F) MPA Maulana
Muhammad Idrees was
killed on Tuesday after
unidentified assailants
opened fire on him, po-
lice said.

Police Personal Re-
lations Officer Safiullah
told Dawn that Idrees
left for Darul Uloom
Noumania from his home
in Tarangzai. He said
that shortly before he
arrived at his destina-
tion, armed assailants
fired at the vehicle in the
Tariqabad Utmanzai
area.

He said that two of-
ficials were also injured
in the incident, adding
that police had obtained
CCTV footage of the in-
cident.

The cleric’s body
was subsequently
shifted to the District
Headquarter Hospital.

The deceased’s fa-
ther-in-law, Maulana
Hassan Jan, who had de-
feated Awami National
Party (ANP) leader
Abdul Wali Khan in his
native Charsadda con-
sti tuency, was also
gunned down by the
banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
for opposing armed
struggle.

Idrees hailed from

Charsadda’s Tarangzai
area. He was also the
JUI-F district ameer and
was considered one of
Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s trusted advis-
ers.

Meanwhile, KP In-
spector General Zulfiqar
Hameed took notice of
the incident. According
to a post on X by KP
police, the IG sought a
report from the Mardan

regional police officer.
He also told the official
to take the necessary
steps to arrest those re-
sponsible for the
incident.IG Hameed also
expressed his condo-

lences to the bereaved
family and expressed his
resolve to arrest those
responsible soon.

President Asif Ali
Zardari expressed sor-
row at the attack and of-

fered condolences to the
family of the deceased
cleric, state broadcaster
PTV reported.

“Such cowardly
acts cannot demoralise
the nation,” the presi-

dent was quoted as say-
ing. He stressed that the
country’s resolve to
eradicate terrorism re-
mained “strong and un-
wavering”.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, in a
statement,  also ex-
pressed deep grief over
the cleric’s killing and
extended his condo-
lences to the bereaved
family, state-run APP re-
ported.

Praying for the el-
evation of the
deceased’s ranks and for
patience for his family,
the premier wished the
injured policemen a
speedy recovery.

KP Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi took notice
of the incident and
strongly condemned it.
According to an official
statement,  he also
sought a report from the
police.

“The martyrdom of
Maulana Muhammad
Idrees is regrettable. We
stand with the family
members in this hour of
difficulty,” he said. He
also directed to provide
the best possible medi-
cal treatment to the po-
lice officials injured in
the incident.

KP Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi also ex-
pressed sorrow at the
incident and sought a

NEWS DESK: Frus-
tration within the fam-
ily of jailed PTI leader
Imran Khan has re-
surfaced, with his sis-
ters openly expressing
dissatisfaction over
the party leadership's
response as they call
for renewed pressure
on the government to
ensure medical treat-
ment and family ac-
cess.

In a fresh push,
the family has urged
PTI lawmakers and
senior leaders to as-
semble outside Adiala
Jail on Tuesday (to-
day), seeking to com-
pel authorities to allow
access and provide
proper medical care
for the former prime
minister.

Aleema Khanum,
one of Imran's sisters,
on Monday called on
PTI MNAs, MPAs,
senators and senior
leaders to gather at
the jail.In a post on X,
she said the move was
aimed at forcing au-
thorities to allow ac-
cess and ensure
proper medical care
for her brother.

She said the fam-
ily was demanding im-
mediate access for
lawyers and relatives,
transfer of Imran

Khan to Shifa Interna-
tional Hospital for spe-
cialist treatment in the
presence of his per-
sonal doctor and fam-
ily, and urgent hearing
of bail applications of
Imran Khan and
Bushra Bibi.

She also alleged
that both Imran Khan
and Bushra Bibi were
being held in solitary
confinement, describ-
ing it as unlawful and
in violation of human
rights standards.

The development
comes as another sis-
ter, Noreen Khan, ex-
pressed clear disap-

pointment over PTI
lawmakers for failing
to exert sufficient
pressure from within
parliament.Speaking
to The Express Tri-
bune, she said: "Those
who are in assemblies
came through Imran
Khan's votes.

It is their respon-
sibility to raise their
voice for him. We can-
not do what they can
from within parlia-
ment."

However, Noreen
Khan clarified that
there are no differ-
ences with political al-
lies, including

CM Afridi announces pen-down strike on May 6
over Centre’s ‘discrimination’ against KP

report from the authori-
ties concerned. Accord-
ing to a statement issued
by his office, he termed
the Maulana’s death an
“irreparable loss” for the
country.

JUI-F Secretary
General MNA Maulana
Abdul Ghafoor Haideri
also expressed grief over
Maulana Idrees’s de-
mise, terming it a “na-
tional tragedy”, a state-
ment issued by the party
said.

Haideri was quoted
as saying that the void
left by his death “will not
be filled for a long time”.

The JUI-F secre-
tary general said target-
ing clerics was a “con-
spiracy to spread unrest
in the country”.

He acknowledged
Maulana Idrees’s “valu-
able services for the re-
ligion and the country”,
and demanded that the
government should “im-
mediately” arrest the
cleric’s killers.

Haideri said ensur-
ing clerics’ security was
state’s responsibility
and that such incidents
were not to be tolerated.
“If effective measures
are not taken against ter-
rorism, the situation will
worsen,” he warned,
stressing the need for
“concrete steps” for
peace in the country.

N E W S D E S K :
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi on Tuesday an-
nounced a province-
wide pen-down strike
tomorrow (May 6)
over the federal
government’s alleged
“ d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ”
against KP.

In a statement,
CM Afridi contended
that the Centre was
discriminating against
KP

because the prov-
ince has a government
led by former premier
Imran Khan’s PTI.

“The federal gov-
ernment is deliberately
discriminating against
the province in the
NFC (National Fi-
nance Commission)
Award,

electricity and
gas,” the chief minis-
ter claimed.

Since becoming
the provincial chief ex-
ecutive in October
2025, Afridi has re-
peatedly accused the
federal government of
stalling

the release of
funds allocated for KP,
particularly those com-

mitted for the merged
districts under the
NFC Award.

In his announce-
ment, the KP CM said
that emergency ser-
vices would be ex-
empt from the pen-
down strike.

He urged all law-
yers “who uphold the
Constitution and the
law” to participate in
the strike.

He also lamented
that Imran and his wife
Bushra Bibi were not

being allowed to be
treated by their per-
sonal doctors.

“Not allowing
Imran Khan to meet
his family and lawyers
is inhumane and ille-
gal,” Afridi asserted.

In January, CM
Afridi had written a
letter to PM Shehbaz
over what he dubbed
the Centre’s

“persistent fail-
ure” to release “con-
stitutionally guaran-
teed”

funds, demanding
the “full and uncondi-
tional” release of all
outstanding federal
dues.

Days later, he met
with the prime minis-
ter and emphasised
the need for coopera-
tion

between the Cen-
tre and the KP gov-
ernment while dis-
cussing provinces’ due
shares.

On March 26, the
KP government

walked out of the
NFC subgroup meet-
ing on merged areas
after the other three
provinces refused to
include the region’s
population in the new
resource distribution
formula, which could
have increased KP’s
share from the exist-
ing 14.62 per cent to
18.96pc.

KP also requested
the federal govern-
ment to revise the
NFC resource distri-
bution formula.

Subsequently, on
March 31, Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb assured
his

“full support” to
Afridi for the “resolu-
tion of all legitimate
issues” as the two met
in Islamabad.

Late last month,
supporting the KP
government’s stance
on the issue, the
Qaumi Watan Party
(QWP) urged the
Centre to give the
province,

including the
merged districts, its
due share under the
NFC Award.

Hot weather to persist in
Karachi but temperature to

stay below 40°C
NEWS DESK:The Paki-
stan Meteorological De-
partment has predicted
the temperature in
Karachi Division to re-
main hot but below 40°C.

According to the
PMD’s weather forecast
till Thursday, “hot and
humid” weather is ex-
pected to persist  on
Tuesday, with the maxi-
mum temperature fore-
casted to be between
37–39°C.

Similar conditions
will persist on May 6
(Wednesday) and May
7 (Thursday), PMD said
in its advisory, when the
maximum temperature
will be between 36–38°C
and 35-37°C, respec-
tively.

As per the forecast,
“hot/very hot and dry
weather” was likely to
prevail over most parts
of Sindh.

Meanwhile,  K-
Electric’s Head of Distri-
bution Operations,

Khurram Abdullah, said
on Tuesday that there
will be no loadshedding
in “any areas where the
‘feels-like’ temperature
reaches 45°C”.

Addressing a live
session from the utility’s
Facebook account, he
added, “maintenance
shutdowns have been
suspended due to the
heatwave”.

He further stated
that illegal connections
(kundas) caused over-
loading, leading to
localised faults and ac-
cidents.

“Cooperation from
residents is essential to
resolve local faults,” he
said.

A day earlier, the
metropolis witnessed its
highest temperature
since 2018 at 44.1°C ac-
companied by gusts of
continental winds that
persisted throughout
the day, claiming the
lives of at  least  10

people.Despite the
record temperature in
eight years, it was no-
table that the “feels-like”
temperature did not ex-
ceed 40°C due to rela-
tively low humidity.

A PMD official said
the maximum tempera-
ture recorded in the city
on Monday was 44.1°C
with 17pc humidity.

Based on current
trends and data, he said,
the temperature was ex-
pected to start declining
from Tuesday (today) as
dry winds subsided,
and would gradually
drop further over the
week.

The Nati-onal Di-
saster Manage-ment
Authority (NDMA) on
Tuesday also issued
sweeping emergency
protocols and placed
hospitals on alert as ex-
treme, above-normal
summer temperatures
persisted throughout
the country.

PM Shehbaz condemns drone attack
on UAE's 'civilian infrastructure'

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has condemned
the "missile and drone
attacks on civilian in-
frastructure" in the
United Arab Emirates in
an X post on Tuesday.

"Pakistan stands
firmly with our Emirati
brothers and sisters as
well as with the Gov-
ernment of the United
Arab Emirates at this
difficult time," he
wrote on X. He fol-
lowed up the message
by saying that the
ceasefire needed to be

upheld and respected to
"allow necessary diplo-
matic space for dia-
logue leading to endur-
ing peace and stability
in the region."

Authorities in the
United Arab Emirates'
Fujairah said on Mon-
day that a fire broke out
at the Fujairah Oil In-
dustry Zone following
what they described as
a drone attack originat-
ing from Iran. Civil de-
fence teams were de-
ployed immediately to
contain the blaze,
Fujairah Media Office

said in a statement.
The UAE defence

ministry said in a post
on X, "The UAE has in-
tercepted three missiles
fired from Iran over its
territorial waters, with
a fourth missile crash-
ing into the sea".

The statement
added that, "The Min-
istry of Defence af-
firmed that the sounds
heard in different parts
of the country are a
result of air defence
systems engaging
threats". "The ministry
urged the public to ob-
tain information from
official sources and
comply with all public
safety procedures
when warning mes-
sages are issued to the
public," it said. There
was no immediate
comment from Iran.
However,

Iranian state me-
dia, citing a senior mili-
tary official, said that
Iran had no plan to tar-
get the UAE.

Tehreek-e-Tahaffuz-
e-Pakistan (TTAP).
"We are not involved
in political matters.
Our only demand is
access to Imran Khan
and that his party and
allies continue to raise
their voice for his
medical treatment,"
she said.

Responding to a
question regarding a
recent meeting be-
tween Imran Khan's
sisters and TTAP
leaders Mehmood
Khan Achakzai and
Allama Raja Nasir
Abbas, she described
it as an informal tea

gathering with no po-
litical agenda.

TTAP spokesper-
son Akhunzada
Hussain Yusufzai said
Noreen and Uzma
Khan conveyed disap-
pointment over PTI's
role during a meeting
with the family on
Sunday.Importantly,
Yusufzai revealed that
back-channel contacts
with the government
have been re-estab-
lished at a "hard line"
level after a consider-
able gap. He, however,
declined to provide fur-
ther details.

On Aleema
Khanam's call for a
gathering outside
Adiala Jail, Yusufzai
said a large turnout of
PTI leaders would in-
crease pressure on the
government, which he
described as neces-
sary in the current
situation.

The Express Tri-
bune reached out to
PTI Secretary Infor-
mation Sheikh Waqas
Akram, PTI K-P
President Junaid
Akbar and Chairman
PTI Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan for their re-
sponse to Aleema
Khanam's call, but
none responded till the
filing of this report.


