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Balochistan CM Bugti Says Suicide Attack Plot in
Islamabad Foiled, Girl Rescued

Pakistan’s IT exports expected to reach
$4.6b this fiscal year

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti on
Monday disclosed that secu-
rity and intelligence agencies
had thwarted an alleged sui-
cide attack plot in Islamabad
by recovering a young girl who,
according to officials, had been
manipulated and pressured by
militant elements.

Speaking during a press
conference in Quetta, the chief
minister said the girl was res-
cued before the alleged attack
could be carried out.

He announced that she
would not be prosecuted and
would instead be returned to
her family under protective su-
pervision.

Bugti termed the incident
extremely alarming and con-
demned what he described as
the exploitation of Baloch
women and girls by militant
groups.

He said such actions were
entirely against Baloch culture,
traditions, and values.

“Our traditions do not al-
low the misuse of daughters
and sisters for violence,” he
said, adding that those involved
in such activities could not
claim to represent the Baloch
people or the spirit of
“Balochiyat.”

According to the chief
minister, the girl had earlier ap-
peared on social media as a

HEC launches online degree attestation
system to facilitate students

NEWS DESK:

The Higher Education Com-
mission of Pakistan (HEC) on
Monday announced the launch
of a “fully online and
paperless” degree attestation
system to facilitate students.

In December last year, the
HEC said that it had initiated a
project to revamp its degree
attestation system by integrat-
ing cutting-edge blockchain
technology, saying the project
would be completed within six
months.

Meanwhile, the National
Assembly Standing Committee
on Government Assurances
had also asked the Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC) to
reduce the turnaround time in
degree attestation.

In a social media post on
X, HEC Chairman Dr Niaz
Ahmed Akhtar said, “HEC has
revamped the Degree Attes-
tation System (DAS) by intro-
ducing a fully online and
paperless attestation mecha-

NEWS DESK:

Pakistan is expected to achieve
IT exports worth $4.5 to $4.6
billion in the current fiscal year,
the Prime Minister's Office
said on Monday as PM
Shehbaz Sharif chaired a re-
view meeting on the affairs of

the Ministry of Information
Technology and Telecommu-
nication (MoITT).

PM Shehbaz reiterated
that the promotion of the IT
sector and growth in IT-related
exports remain among the
government's top priorities.
"There is immense potential
among Pakistan's youth re-
garding IT, from which full
benefit should be derived," he
said.

The prime minister also di-
rected that work on establish-
ing Easy Service Centres in
Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir be expe-
dited, and called for efforts to
launch Easy Services facilities
in the provinces in collabora-
tion with provincial govern-

ments. He further urged co-
operation from provincial and
district governments to reduce
the IT gap between urban and
rural areas.

The meeting was briefed
on a range of measures taken
to promote IT across the coun-
try.

The number of domestic

internet connections rose from
1.9 million in 2024 to 5.10 mil-
lion in 2026, according to the
PMO.

Regarding Fifth Genera-
tion (5G) services, the briefing
revealed that an auction was
recently held in the country and
was the world's largest in this
regard since 2016, generating
revenue of $509 million for Pa-
kistan.

On the promotion of arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) in Paki-
stan, the meeting was told that
the Indus AI Week was
organised in February 2025,
with events held in 30 cities,
over 100 international del-
egates participating and 88
pavilions set up.

The meeting was also in-

formed that fiber connectivity
has been provided to govern-
ment schools and health units
in the federal capital. The pro-
vision of free internet hotspots
in Islamabad is also in its final
stages, with e-learning pods
being installed in Saidpur
Model Village and Fatima
Jinnah Park.

The review meeting was
attended by Planning Minister
Ahsan Iqbal, Law and Justice
Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar,
Economic Affairs Minister
Ahad Khan Cheema, IT and
Telecom Minister Shaza
Fatima Khawaja and Minister
of State for Finance and Rail-
ways Bilal Azhar Kayani,
along with other senior govern-
ment officials.

The meeting comes a day
after it was announced that the
MoITT plans to launch 20,000
online training programmes in
AI across Pakistan through an
advanced learning manage-
ment system (LMS), depicting
a pattern of developments
aimed to promote modern
techonology in the country.

nism to facilitate students and
graduates across Pakistan.”

Under the new system, he
explained, applicants will no
longer be required to physically
visit HEC offices or submit
original documents.

“Applications for online at-
testation can now be submit-
ted 24/7 through the HEC e-
Services Portal,” he added.

He said that the new e-at-
testation certificate system
was designed to provide a “se-
cure, efficient, and user-
friendly process,” with online
verification available for at-
tested documents and certifi-
cates.

According to information
available on HEC’s official
website, “This modern system
is fast, convenient, and hassle-
free, removing the need for
applicants to visit HEC offices
or submit original documents
in hard copy.

Applications can be sub-
mitted anytime (24/7) through
the online portal at
www.eservices.hec.gov.pk.”

missing person. However, in-
vestigations by intelligence
agencies later revealed that she
had allegedly been taken to a
militant training facility.

Bugti claimed that militant
networks were using coercion,

emotional pressure, and threats
against families to recruit
young women.

He alleged that in this case,
the girl had been threatened
with harm to her father if she
refused to follow instructions.

The chief minister further
alleged that the planned attack
was aimed at damaging
Pakistan’s international image
at a time when the country’s
security environment was im-
proving.

He praised intelligence
agencies for preventing what
he called a major tragedy.

Referring to the overall
security situation, Bugti said in-
cidents of militant violence in
Balochistan had declined in

recent weeks.
Security monitoring re-

ports have also indicated a no-
ticeable reduction in militant
attacks and casualties across
the province during the past
month.

Candidates can apply for
the online degree attestation by
creating an account and pro-
viding personal and academic
details. The candidates will
then upload the transcripts
online for scrutiny by the HEC
and verification of credentials
by the respective universities.

The payment can be made
online through 1-link.

After a final review, an e-
attestation certificate will be is-
sued against the documents
applied for attestation. Appli-
cants will be notified via SMS
and email.

The applicants can also
download the verifiable certifi-
cate from their online account
at the HEC Portal.

Before this initiative, can-
didates had to send their docu-
ments via post to HEC or visit
its offices to get their docu-
ments attested.

The new project will now
issue a verifiable e-certificate
instead of a stamp, minimising
the time and cost required by
the manual process.
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Mothers: The Real Strength Behind Every Nation

By Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi:

Motherhood remains
one of the most power-
ful and transformative
forces in human civiliza-
tion. Across cultures, re-
ligions, and nations,
mothers symbolize love,
sacrifice, resilience, and
unconditional support.
On International
Mother’s Day, the world
reflects on the extraordi-
nary role mothers play in
shaping families,
strengthening societies,
and building nations.

A mother is a child’s
first teacher and lifelong
guide. Before formal
education begins, it is
the mother who intro-
duces values such as
kindness, discipline,
compassion, honesty,
and respect. The moral
foundation of every so-
ciety is first built within
homes, where mothers
nurture the character
and emotional well-be-
ing of future genera-
tions. Their influence ex-
tends far beyond family
life and directly impacts
the social, cultural, and
national fabric of a coun-
try.  In today’s fast-
changing world, where
societies face growing
social divisions, emo-
tional stress, and moral
uncertainty, the impor-
tance of mothers has be-
come even more signifi-
cant. Mothers are not
merely caregivers; they
are the guardians of so-
cial values and the back-
bone of stable communi-
ties. No nation can
achieve sustainable
peace, development, or
prosperity without
strong families, and
strong families are built
by empowered and re-
spected mothers.

In Pakistan, mother-
hood holds deep cul-
tural, religious, and emo-
tional significance. From
an early age, children are
taught the timeless prin-
ciple that paradise lies
beneath the feet of moth-
ers. This teaching re-
flects the immense re-
spect Islam and Paki-

stani traditions place on
maternal sacrifice and
care. Across the coun-
try, countless mothers
dedicate their lives to
securing a better future
for their children, often
placing the needs, edu-
cation, and comfort of
their families above their
own dreams and ambi-
tions.

The mothers of Pa-
kistan have consistently
demonstrated courage
and resilience during
some of the nation’s
most difficult moments.
Whether during natural
disasters,  economic
hardships, or times of
conflict, mothers re-
mained the emotional
strength of their families
and communities. The
mothers of soldiers and
martyrs deserve particu-
lar recognition for their
extraordinary sacrifices.
Their patience, dignity,
and unwavering cour-
age remind us that pa-
triotism is first nurtured
within homes before it is
witnessed on battle-
fields.

In Balochistan,
motherhood reflects a
unique story of endur-
ance and resilience.
Women in many remote
and underserved areas
continue to face serious
challenges, including
limited access to
healthcare, education,
and basic facilities. De-
spite these hardships,
mothers across the prov-
ince continue to raise
their children with dig-
nity, strength, and hope.

Their determination and
sacrifices deserve ac-
knowledgment not only
on Mother’s Day but
throughout the entire
year.

The way a society
treats its mothers often
reflects its moral and so-
cial condition. Respect-
ing mothers should not
be limited to symbolic
celebrations, flowers, or
speeches once a year.
Genuine respect requires
practical action. It means
ensuring quality
healthcare for women,
better educational op-
portunities for girls, ma-
ternity protections in
workplaces, financial se-
curity for families, and
safe environments where
women can thrive with
dignity. There is also an
urgent need to recognize
the emotional and invis-
ible labor carried by
mothers. In countless
households,  mothers
work tirelessly from
morning until night with-
out recognition or appre-
ciation. Their sacrifices
are often overlooked
simply because they are
made quietly and consis-
tently. Yet behind nearly
every successful indi-
vidual stands a mother
who sacrificed her com-
fort, sleep, ambitions,
and personal well-being
for the future of her chil-
dren.  Modern research
increasingly highlights
that emotional and men-
tal well-being begins
within the home. Chil-
dren raised in stable and
loving environments are

more likely to become re-
sponsible, confident,
and compassionate citi-
zens. Mothers play a
central role in creating
that environment. Their
guidance during uncer-
tainty, patience during
hardship, and prayers
during difficult times
leave lifelong impacts
on their children’s char-
acter and future.

At the same time,
motherhood should
never become synony-
mous with exhaustion or
isolation. Families and
communities must ac-
tively support mothers
and share responsibili-
ties within households.
Raising children and
managing family life
should not remain the
burden of women alone.
A truly progressive so-
ciety is one where moth-
ers receive emotional,
social, and institutional
support alongside re-
spect and appreciation.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Mother ’s Day also
serves as a reminder to
remember mothers who
are no longer with us.
Their teachings, sacri-
fices, and prayers con-
tinue to guide our lives
long after their depar-
ture. Many people real-
ize the true value of a
mother only after losing
her presence. This occa-
sion encourages indi-
viduals to express grati-
tude,  love, and care
while they still have the
opportunity. In an age
dominated by technol-
ogy and digital commu-

IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan

nication, family struc-
tures and human rela-
tionships are rapidly
changing. Despite these
transformations, the
warmth, sincerity, and
emotional security pro-
vided by a mother remain
irreplaceable. No institu-
tion, technology, or so-
cial system can substi-
tute the comfort and
strength that a mother
gives to her children.

As the world cel-
ebrates International
Mother’s Day, societies
must move beyond cer-
emonial messages and
seriously reflect on their
responsibilities toward
mothers. Respect for
mothers should be vis-
ible in public policies,
social attitudes, and ev-
eryday behavior. Chil-
dren must be taught from
an early age to honor
their mothers not only
through words but
through actions, by lis-
tening to them, support-
ing them in old age, and
standing beside them
during difficult mo-
ments.

The true strength of
nations does not emerge
solely from economic
growth, military power,
or political systems. It
begins within homes,
where mothers nurture
honesty, resilience, com-
passion, faith, and hu-
manity in future genera-
tions. Every successful
civilization has been
built upon the sacrifices
of mothers whose names
may never appear in his-
tory books, yet whose
influence shapes the
destiny of nations.

On this Interna-
tional Mother’s Day, let
us honor mothers
across Pakistan and
around the world. Let us
recognize their sacri-
fices, protect their dig-
nity, and build a society
where mothers are val-
ued not only through
words but through
meaningful action. A na-
tion that respects its
mothers strengthens its
own future, stability,
and humanity.

By Shakoor Khan:
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community Help
(TEACH) project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah,  Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.

“IRC is striving
hard to promote girl’s
education in
Balochistan besides im-
parting vocational
trainings on financial lit-
eracy and trades to make
them financially inde-
pendent,” said Shareef
Mengal, Head of IRC
Balochistan during a
policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of
girl’s  education in
Balochistan held in col-
laboration with UK aid at
local hotel here.

Balochistan Educa-
tion minister
Naseebullah Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from the
Education ministry, Di-
rectorate of Special Edu-
cation,

Literacy, Non-For-
mal Education & Human
Rights Department,
Balochistan Assess-
ment and Examination
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Balochistan Textbook
Board , Policy Planning
Implementation Unit ,
Provincial Institute of
Teachers Education,
Education Support
Programme, Global Part-
nership of Education,
German Agency for In-
ternational Cooperation,
United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emer-
gency Fund Society for
Community Strengthen-
ing and Promotion of
Education, Balochistan,
Institute for Develop-
ment Studies and Prac-
tices, Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation
Agency also attended
the event.

The event hosted
conversations with mul-

tiple stakeholders in-
cluding education ex-
perts and government
functionaries on the
barriers faced by girls in
the province in pursu-
ing their education and
discussed possible so-
lutions to combat those
barriers.

salient feature
of the

 project IRC
While highlighting

the salient feature of the
project IRC chief in
Balochistan Shareef
Mengal said under the
‘Girls Learn’ stream of
the project, 22,000 girls
received classes on
Package A, B and C of
non-formal curriculum,
of them 4000 enrolled in
mainstream formal
schooling system.

Under’ Girls Earn’

stream of the project,
7000 girls completed
Package A of the non-
formal curriculum, out of
these 7000 girls, 5000 re-
ceived training on finan-
cial literacy and business
development planning.
2400 girls received train-
ing on 8 vocational
trades and toolkits and
250 girls received finan-
cial grants to start a busi-
ness.

Naseebullah Marri,
Education Minister
Balochistan, on the oc-
casion urged that ‘We
must do our part to re-
move the barriers faced
by girls in the region so
that every girl can pur-
sue her education and
become a valuable mem-
ber of society”

‘The Government is
making all out efforts to
combat the low literacy
rate which has affected

girls from all ethnic
groups, and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds,”

We are committed
to assist and contribute
to building economically
prosperous, and edu-
cated Balochistan, so
every child has access to
education.

He however wel-
comed the support ex-
tended by the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee
for providing educa-
tional and vocational
training opportunities,
saying he is very grate-
ful for the on-ground ini-
tiative of community-
based schools in
Balochistan.”

Abdul Rauf Baloch
– Secretary Secondary
Education on the occa-
sion appreciated the
contributions of IRC for
girls’ education in
Balochistan.

He shared that edu-
cation is a complex sub-
ject which cannot be dis-
cussed without WASH,
health and other facili-
ties.

This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-
evant departments and
stakeholders who
should play their role ef-
fectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his re-
marks said that “We as a
society need to commit
to prioritize and focus on
Girls’ Education through
adequate resources.
Girls’ education in
Balochistan is one of the
biggest challenges faced
by the country and to
deal with it we must work
with innovative methods
like Non-Formal Educa-
tion.

” He further added

that, “Over the years, we
have realized that if girls
are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and
provide access to life-
long learning opportuni-
ties like productive skills
and life-skills within
communities.

Girl’s education is
correlated with
lower rates of

poverty
The panel discus-

sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
makers and practitioners
to understand that girl’s
education is correlated
with lower rates of pov-
erty and improved health
outcomes. While stimu-
lating dialogue,  the
stakeholders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to girls’

education by providing
gender inclusive facili-
ties and quality of edu-
cation.

The event was a
culmination of three ses-
sions where the first was
hosted to discuss the
barriers faced by girls in
pursuing their educa-
tion. The panelists of
the first session classi-
fied the barriers into 3
categories: Cultural,
Economic and Service
Delivery. The panelists
recommended Acceler-
ated Learning Programs
(ALPs) as a viable op-
tion while integrated
with skil l-based
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.

Initiatives to
combat the
barriers to
education

The second session
was focused on sustain-
able initiatives to combat
the barriers with the help
of Non-Formal Educa-
tion in bridging the gap
between primary and
secondary schooling.

Chairperson of the
session,  Mr. Abdul
Khaliq – Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Planning,
and Implementation
Unit welcomed the par-
ticipants and empha-
sized the importance of
solutions to these barri-
ers.

Mr. Ashraf Gichki –
Director Literacy and
Non-Formal Education
shared contribution of
NFE department toward
provision of second
chance of education to
out-of-school children.

Personal
struggles in
overcoming

the barriers to
education
The third and final

session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their personalized
struggles in overcoming
the barriers to educa-
tion.

Anam – client of
TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center,

she can read books
and newspapers. Simra
from the same district
shared that her parents
don’t allow travelling
long distances to attend
school but after opening
of ALP center at door-
steps, she was able to
join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
mother is the only bread-
winner of home and
works at households of
others to earn income.
Haleema shared that she
is the only child of her
family who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.

How Long Will Quetta
Pay the Price for SSGC and

Federal Negligence?
Editorial:

Quetta is once again at
the mercy of a winter
crisis that has become
all too familiar: low
gas pressure, unan-
nounced load shed-
ding, and complete ad-
ministrative silence.
Every year, citizens
are told to “bear with
the situation” as tem-
peratures fall and
heaters, stoves, and
geysers turn useless.
Yet the authorities re-
sponsible — Sui
Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC) and the
federal energy man-
agers — continue to
operate without ac-
countability.

A City Freezing
While Authorities
Look Away

The people of
Balochistan are right
to ask: Why must
Quetta suffer the
same crisis every win-
ter while no structural
reform is introduced?
Why are consumers
forced to pay heavy
bills for a service that
barely exists? And
why do officials in
Karachi and
Islamabad continue to
treat Balochistan’s gas
issues as a seasonal
inconvenience rather
than a governance
failure?

D e s p i t e
Balochistan being an
energy-producing re-
gion, its residents
struggle every winter
for the very resource
extracted from their
own soil. This contra-
diction reflects a deep-
rooted policy imbal-
ance in the federation,

where Balochistan
remains last on the
priority list — not be-
cause of a shortage of
resources, but be-
cause of a shortage of
political will.

SSGC’s Re-
peated Excuses and
Decades of Misman-
agement

The SSGC’s per-
formance adds an-
other layer of frustra-
tion. Each year, the
company offers the
same explanations —
“excessive demand,”
“pipeline pressure is-
sues,” “technical
challenges.

” Yet no one ex-
plains why these
problems remain un-
resolved despite de-
cades of complaints.
Why have there been
no significant infra-
structure upgrades?
Why has the com-
pany failed to intro-
duce a clear winter
management plan for
Quetta? Why is com-
munication with con-
sumers absent?

The unannounced
nature of the load
shedding exposes a
complete disregard for
public convenience.
When outages are not
scheduled or an-
nounced, families can-
not plan meals, heat-
ing, or even basic
daily routines. Hospi-
tals and clinics
struggle to maintain
warm environments
for patients. Small
businesses suffer.
And in a city where
temperatures can
drop below freezing,
such negligence is not

just inconvenient — it
is dangerous.

F e d e r a l
Government’s Weak
Oversight and
Balochistan’s Low Pri-
ority

The federal gov-
ernment cannot es-
cape responsibility ei-
ther. Energy manage-
ment is a national is-
sue, and the pattern of
winter mismanage-
ment in Balochistan
reflects weak over-
sight, poor planning,
and an unfair allocation
of resources. The si-
lence of policymakers
during these crises
sends a clear message:
Quetta’s suffering is
not a priority.

What Quetta
needs is not another
round of hollow state-
ments. It needs a
transparent winter gas
plan, proper infra-
structure investment,
honest communication
with the public, and
real accountability for
SSGC. Most impor-
tantly, it needs the fed-
eral government to fi-
nally treat Balochistan
as an equal stake-
holder in national re-
source management.

The people of
Quetta have endured
enough. Their patience
should not be mistaken
for acceptance. With-
out decisive action, this
recurring winter crisis
will continue to expose
not only the inefficien-
cies of SSGC but also
the federal
government’s unwill-
ingness to address
long-standing injus-
tices.
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Israeli strikes kill three more in
Gaza despite ceasefire

Iran says made 'legitimate' demands in peace proposal
rejected by Trump as 'totally unacceptable'

Number of small boat migrants to
United Kingdom (UK) tops 200,000

China confirms Trump's visit this week

03

NEWS DESK: Israeli
strikes killed at least
three Palestinians in
Gaza on Sunday, includ-
ing two members of the
Hamas-run police force,
health officials said, in
violence that under-
scored the fragility of a
US-brokered ceasefire.

Medics said an
airstrike killed one per-
son in the Maghazi refu-
gee camp, while another
killed the head of the
criminal police force in
Khan Yunis, Wessam
Abdel-Hadi, and his
aide, according to Gaza’s
interior ministry.

Reuters has previ-
ously reported that Is-
rael has heightened its
attacks on Gaza’s police
force, which the group
has used to re-establish
governance in areas un-
der its control.

The blast that killed
the two police officers
left only a mangled metal
skeleton where their car
had stood in the Al-
Amal neighbourhood of
Khan Yunis in southern
Gaza.

Mourners chanted
“there is no God but Al-
lah, the martyrs are be-
loved by Allah” as the

NEWS DESK: Presi-
dent Donald Trump
will visit China from
May 13 to 15, Beijing
confirmed on Monday,
with the US leader ex-
pected to discuss Iran
and trade with his Chi-
nese counterpart.

Washington and
Beijing have been at
loggerheads over key
issues ranging from
trade tariffs to the

Middle East war and
Taiwan, which China
claims as part of its
territory.

Trump was origi-
nally meant to visit in
late March or early
April, but postponed
his trip to focus on the
war on Iran.

“At the invitation
of President Xi
Jinping, President of
the United States of

America Donald J
Trump will pay a state
visit to China from
May 13 to 15,” a Chi-
nese foreign ministry
spokesperson said.

Trump is expected
to push Xi on Iran
while aiming to ease
trade tensions, ac-
cording to US offi-
cials.

China is a key cus-
tomer for Iranian oil,

United State (US) French nationals from
hantavirus ship test positive

men’s white-shrouded
bodies were carried on
shoulders through the
streets during the fu-
neral. One of the mourn-
ers, Ali Mousa, con-
demned Israel’s killing
of members of the
enclave’s police force.

“Although the
ceasefire came into ef-
fect several months ago,
the occupation contin-
ues to target the police
officers to cause chaos
among the people of the
same nation,” Mousa
told Reuters.

“The occupation
aims to create chaos and
confusion within the

Gaza Strip. This is its
sole objective,” he
added.

Violence in Gaza
has persisted despite an
October 2025 ceasefire,
with Israel conducting
almost daily attacks.

At least 850 Pales-
tinians have been killed
since the ceasefire took
effect, local medics say.

Israel and Hamas
have blamed each other
for ceasefire violations.

More than 72,500
Palestinians have been
killed since the Gaza war
started in October 2023,
Gaza health authorities
say, most of them civil-

ians.  Two foreign activ-
ists deported

Meanwhile, Israel
deported on Sunday two
foreign activists seized
from a Gaza-bound flo-
tilla, in what a rights
group representing them
described as a “punitive
attack” on a civilian mis-
sion.

Saif Abu Keshek, a
Spanish national of Pal-
estinian origin, and Bra-
zilian Thiago Avila were
among dozens of activ-
ists aboard a flotilla in-
tercepted by the Israeli
navy in international
waters off the coast of
Greece on April 30.

NEWS DESK: Iran
on Monday asserted
that it made “legiti-
mate” demands in its
latest formal response
to the United States’
peace proposal, after
US President Donald
Trump rejected the re-
ply as “totally unac-
ceptable”.

Foreign Ministry
S p o k e s p e r s o n
Esmaeil Baqaei said
Tehran had called for
an end to the war
across the region, the
lifting of the US block-
ade of Iranian ports,
and the release of fro-
zen assets abroad in its
response.

“We did not de-
mand any conces-
sions. The only thing
we demanded was
Iran’s legitimate
rights,” said Baqaei in
a weekly press brief-
ing.

He said Iran’s de-
mands included “an
end to the war in the
region”, lifting the US
blockade and “piracy”,
and the “release of
assets belonging to the
Iranian people, which
have for years been
unjustly trapped in for-
eign banks”.

“Safe passage
through the Strait of
Hormuz and establish-
ing security in the re-
gion and Lebanon
were other demands
of Iran, which are con-
sidered a generous
and responsible offer
for regional security.”

Baqaei said
Washington continued
to uphold “unreason-

able” and one-sided
demands.

According to re-
marks reported by
Iran’s semi-official
Tasnim News
Agency, the Iranian
official cautioned that
any intervention in the
affairs of the Strait of
Hormuz will further
“complicate” the mat-
ter, stressing that the
issue was the “aggres-
sive actions” of the US
and Israel.

“We have con-
veyed this very clearly
to European countries
that they should not
allow the temptations
of the United States
and the Zionist regime
in regional issues to
cause them to be un-
intentionally drawn
into a crisis that will not
benefit them,” Iran’s
semi-official outlet
ISNA quoted Baqaei
as saying.

The Iranian offi-

cial, according to
ISNA, affirmed that
Pakistan remained the
mediator in US-Iran
negotiations.

“The mediator in
the negotiations is still
Pakistan, and
Islamabad will con-
tinue its activities in
this regard as an offi-
cial mediator. Other
countries, including
Qatar, also have rela-
tions with both sides
and have ideas and

opinions that they will
present whenever
they deem necessary,”
he said.

Baqaei further
said, “The very pres-
ence of the US in the
region is an example
of creating a cycle of
violence and bullying
in the region.”

He emphasised
that “regional security
must be ensured by
the countries of the re-
gion by strengthening

collective trust” be-
tween them.

“Recent events
have shown that secu-
rity that relies on the
presence of foreign
forces in the region
will only exacerbate
insecurity and will not
bring stability to our
region,” he high-
lighted.

‘Totally unaccept-
able’

Iran’s defence of
its response, conveyed

mainly through inde-
pendent “teapot” re-
fineries that rely on
discounted crude from
the Islamic republic.

“This will be a visit
of tremendous sym-
bolic significance,” US
Principal Deputy
Press Secretary Anna
Kelly told reporters on
a call.

“But of course,
President Trump
never travels for sym-
bolism alone. The
American people can
expect the president to
deliver more good
deals on behalf of our
country.”

Trump’s first trip
to China in his second
term will feature
pomp and ceremony,
including a tour of the
Temple of Heaven in
Beijing and a lavish
state banquet, the
White House said.

This is the first
visit by a US president
to China since 2017.

NEWS DESK: An Ameri-
can national and a
French woman evacu-
ated from the cruise ship
hit  by a deadly
hantavirus outbreak
have tested positive, of-
ficials said on Monday,
as the complex opera-
tion to repatriate those
on board continued.

The French woman,
one of five passengers
from France flown back
from the MV Hondius
and placed in isolation
in Paris, started to feel
unwell on Sunday night,
and “tests came back
positive”, said Health
Minister Stephanie Rist.

Late on Sunday, the
US health department
said one American na-
tional evacuated from
the ship had “mild symp-
toms” and that another
had tested positive for
the Andes virus, the
only hantavirus strain
that is transmissible be-
tween humans.

Three passengers
from the ship, a Dutch
couple and a German
woman, have died, while
others have fallen sick
with the rare disease,
which usually spreads
among rodents.

No vaccines or spe-
cific treatments exist for
hantavirus, which is en-
demic in Argentina,
where the ship set sail in
April. But health officials
have insisted that the
risk for global public
health is low and
downplayed compari-
sons to the Covid-19

pandemic.
Rist said 22 more

contact cases had been
identified among French
nationals, including
eight people who had
travelled on an April 25
flight between Saint Hel-
ena and Johannesburg,
and 14 more on a flight
between Johannesburg
and Amsterdam.

The Dutch woman
who died was on the
flight to Johannesburg
and later briefly boarded
a flight to Amsterdam
but was removed prior to
takeoff. Health authori-
ties in several countries
have been tracking pas-
sengers who had al-
ready disembarked from
the ship, plus anyone
who may have come into
contact with them.

The repatriation
operation evacuated 94
people of 19 different
nationalities on Sunday,
Spanish Health Minister
Monica Garcia an-
nounced on Tenerife, in

Spain’s Canary Islands.
Spanish officials

said the evacuation of
most of the ship’s nearly
150 passengers and
crew, which includes 23
nationalities, would con-
tinue until the final repa-
triation flights to Austra-
lia and the Netherlands
on Monday afternoon.

The Dutch-flagged
ship will refuel in the
morning and is expected
to depart for the Nether-
lands with about 30 crew
members at 7pm (11pm
PKT) on Monday.

Passengers in blue
medical suits began dis-
embarking the vessel on
Sunday to reach the
small industrial port of
Granadilla on Tenerife,
AFP journalists saw.

Race against time
Canary Islands authori-
ties have warned that
the operation must be
completed by Monday,
when adverse weather
conditions will force the
ship to leave.

The Atlantic
archipelago’s regional
government has consis-
tently resisted taking in
the ship, which was only
authorised to anchor off-
shore. The World Health
Organisation (WHO)
recommends a 42-day
quarantine and “active
follow-up”, including
daily checks for symp-
toms such as fever, the
UN body’s epidemic and
pandemic preparedness
and prevention director,
Maria Van Kerkhove,
said in Geneva.

Greece’s health
ministry said a Greek
male evacuee would
spend 45 days in man-
datory hospital quaran-
tine in Athens, while 14
Spanish citizens will
also isolate at a military
hospital in Madrid.

Australia said it
would place i ts six
evacuees in a purpose-
built quarantine facility
north of Perth for at least
three weeks.

through Pakistan on
Sunday, came hours
after Trump rejected
it.

“I have just read
the response from
Iran’s so-called ‘Rep-
resentatives.’ I don’t
like it TOTALLY
UNACCEP-TABLE,”
Trump posted on his
Truth Social platform,
without providing de-
tails of the response.

Trump’s swift re-
jection of Iran’s re-

sponse sent oil prices
surging on Monday
amid concerns the 10-
week-old conflict will
drag on, keeping ship-
ping through the Strait
of Hormuz paralysed.

Days after the US
floated an offer in the
hopes of reopening ne-
gotiations, Iran on Sun-
day released a re-
sponse focused on
ending the war on all
fronts, especially
Lebanon, where Israel
continues its bombard-
ment despite a
ceasefire.

Tehran also in-
cluded a demand for
compensation for war
damage and
emphasised Iranian
sovereignty over the
Strait of Hormuz, Ira-
nian state TV said.

According to Ira-
nian officials, Tehran
proposed that the cur-
rent phase of negotia-
tions may focus pri-
marily on ending hos-
tilities in the region,
while more conten-
tious matters, including
sanctions relief and
the nuclear issue, could
be addressed at later
stages.

Another Iranian
source said that
Tehran’s response
was positive and the
ball was now in
Washington’s court.
He hoped that the re-
ply could pave the way
for the resumption of
dialogue in the coming
days. The official said
that the response is
backed by political
consensus within Iran.

NEWS DESK: More
than 200,000 migrants
have arrived on UK
shores in small boats
since records began in
2018, latest govern-
ment statistics
showed.

The tally comes as
the anti-immigration
party Reform UK
surged on Thursday in
local elections domi-
nated by national is-
sues including immi-
gration.

Home Office fig-
ures published on Sat-
urday showed 70
people arrived in one

boat on Friday.
The northern

French coast is the
main point of depar-
ture for migrants hop-
ing to reach Britain,
usually risking the
journey in flimsy, over-
crowded boats.
Friday’s crossing
pushed the total num-
ber of arrivals since
current data began to
200,013. The figure is
calculated using the
government’s official
statistics for 2018 to
2025 and provisional
figures recorded so
far this year.

Labour Prime
Minister Keir Starmer
is increasingly under
pressure over the is-
sue.

His interior minis-
ter Shabana Mahmood
has proposed cutting
back on protections
for refugees and end-
ing automatic benefits
for asylum seekers.

At least 29 mi-
grants died at sea at-
tempting the crossing
in 2025, according to
a tally based on offi-
cial French and Brit-
ish sources. A further
six people have died

this year.
Britain and

France last month
agreed a new three-
year deal in an at-
tempt to stop undocu-
mented migrants mak-
ing the risky journey,
with France pledging
to ramp up law en-
forcement and Britain
promising hundreds of
millions of euros to
fund the effort.

Last year a total
of 41,472 migrants
landed on England’s
southern shore after
making the crossing
from northern France.
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APHC pays glowing tributes to Pakistan’s armed forces, the nation

Rs 280 billion projects approved under
Gwadar Smart Port City Plan

District administration celebrates
"Maarka-e-Haq"

Police bust 15 dangerous
gangs involved

in organized crimes

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The All Parties Hurriyat
Conference Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (APHC-
AJK) has paid tribute to
Pakistan’s armed forces
and the nation on the
first anniversary of “Op-
eration Bunyanum

Marsoos,” describing it
as a symbol of unity, re-
solve and national
strength.

In a statement is-
sued by APHC Informa-
tion Secretary Mushtaq
Ahmed Butt on Sunday,
the operation was

termed a historic re-
sponse to what he de-
scribed as Indian aggres-
sion against civilian ar-
eas in Pakistan and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir dur-
ing the night of May 6
and 7 last year.

He said the term

Kashmiris reaffirm accession to Pakistan resolve

Manshaullah Butt reviews
ongoing development

projects in city

“Bunyanm Marsoos,”
derived from a Quranic
expression meaning a
“fortified wall,” reflected
the spirit of collective
unity, discipline and
steadfastness demon-
strated by the Pakistani
nation and its armed

forces. Quoting a verse
from Surah Al-Saff, he
said the concept repre-
sented unwavering soli-
darity in defending na-
tional sovereignty and
dignity.

Mushtaq Ahmed
Butt  stated that

Pakistan’s response un-
der the operation had
changed the regional se-
curity narrative within
hours and proved that
determination, strategic
planning and national
unity were stronger than
military arrogance and

No credible S. Asia’s security review can
ignore Kashmir dispute: President Zardari

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speakers at a webinar
hosted by the “J&K Ac-
cession to Pakistan Fo-
rum” urged the interna-
tional community to ad-
dress ongoing atrocities
in Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
and press India to grant
Kashmiris their right to
join Pakistan, saying In-
dia violated the 1947
parti tion formula by
landing troops in
Srinagar.

Former AJK Minis-
ter Ms. Farzana Yaqoob
said India’s decision to
initiate war in 2025 was
a strategic miscalcula-
tion that ended in humili-
ating defeat. “Operation
Bunyan-um-Marsoos
shattered India’s pride. It
was a grave miscalcula-
tion by Narendra Modi
to think he could sup-
press Pakistan through

false-flag operations,”
she stated, adding that
the operation bolstered
national morale and
showcased Pakistan as
a resilient power.

Scholar Ms. Naila
Altaf said Pakistan’s vic-
tory in the 2025 Marka-
e-Haq conflict demon-
strated military superior-
ity and earned greater
global recognition.

“Following its deci-
sive victory in the four-
day conflict, Pakistan
has emerged as a global
proponent of peace,”
she said, noting that the
May 2025 confrontation
proved the unresolved
Kashmir dispute remains
the root cause of Paki-
stan-India tensions.  Ms.
Soma Aslam, a scholar
on Kashmir, said the In-
dian ‘Instrument of Ac-
cession’ is fraudulent
and never accepted by

Kashmiris.
Senior journalist

Ashraf Wani said India
faced extreme embar-
rassment after its defeat
during Operation
Bunyan-un-Marsoos,
while Pakistan’s global
standing continues to
strengthen daily.

“Pakistan is now in-
creasingly viewed as a
peacemaker in resolving
global conflicts,” he re-
marked.  Nabi Baig,
Chairman of the Forum,
said the hearts of
Kashmiris beat in unison
with Pakistan. “India will
ultimately have to yield
to the unwavering re-
solve of the Kashmiri
people and grant them
their rightful accession
to Pakistan,” he added.

Samia Sajad, Chair-
person of Muslim Con-
ference Women Wing
AJK, also reaffirmed that

SIALKOT (INP):
The district adminis-
tration organized a
grand and dignified
ceremony in the city,
where strong expres-
sions of patriotism,
national unity, and de-
votion to the Armed
Forces of Pakistan
were witnessed on the
completion of one
year since the historic
success of “Battle of
Truth” (“Maarka-e-
Haq”)

For the event,
Paris Road was beau-
tifully decorated with
colorful lights, green
crescent flags, and at-
tractive ornaments,
while a magnificent
fireworks display lit up
the night sky and
greatly excited the
participants, a press
release said.

The ceremony
featured colorful cul-
tural dances, patriotic

songs, and special per-
formances represent-
ing all four provinces,
Azad Kashmir, and
regional cultures,
which were highly ap-
preciated by the citi-
zens.

The patriotic
songs and cultural pre-
sentations further in-
spired feelings of love
for the country among
the attendees.

The event was at-
tended by Punjab Pro-
vincial Minister for
Labour and Human
R e s o u r c e s
Muhammad Mansha
Ullah Butt, Deputy
Commissioner Saba
Asghar Ali, District
Police Officer Captain
(R) Dost Muhammad,
Members of the Na-
tional and Provincial
Assemblies Chaudhry
Faisal Ikram, Rana
Arif Harnah, Begum
Gulnaz Shujaat Pasha,

Naveed Ashraf,
Shakeela Arthur, Rana
Shamim Ahmed
Khan, Assistant Com-
missioner Safdar
Shabbir, Municipal
Corporation CEO
Zubair Wattoo, along
with other distin-
guished personalities
and a large number of
citizens.

Speaking on the
occasion, the speakers
said that “Maarka-e-
Haq” is clear evidence
of the professional
skill, bravery, and com-
mitment of Pakistan’s
armed forces to na-
tional defense. They
stated that this day is
not only a remem-
brance of victory but
also a renewal of the
pledge that no sacri-
fice will be spared for
the defense, security,
and stability of the be-
loved homeland.

The speakers fur-

SIALKOT (INP):  Pro-
vincial  Minister for
Labour and Human Re-
sources Punjab
M u h a m m a d
Manshaullah Butt on
Sunday reviewed the
progress of various on-
going development
projects in the city.

During the visit, the
Minister received brief-
ings from local officials
of the Municipal Corpo-
ration and Water Supply
and Sanitation Author-
ity (WASA) and in-
spected the ongoing
construction activities.
Member Provincial As-
sembly (MPA)
Chaudhry Faisal Ikram
and Khawaja Sultan
Tipu were also present
on this occasion.

Expressing satisfac-
tion over the quality of
work, the minister di-
rected the departments
concerned to further ac-
celerate the pace of con-
struction to ensure
completion of the
projects within the stipu-
lated timeframe. He em-
phasized that no com-
promise would be toler-
ated on the quality or
quantity of development
work and instructed that

all projects must be com-
pleted strictly in accor-
dance with the approved
plans and estimates.

M u h a m m a d
Manshaullah Butt said
transparency and high
standards in public wel-
fare projects remain the
top priority of the gov-
ernment so that the ben-
efits of these initiatives
could directly reach the
people.  He also in-
structed all relevant de-
partments to ensure ef-
fective coordination and
close cooperation in or-
der to avoid any ob-
stacles or delays.

During the visit, of-
ficials assured the min-
ister of their full coopera-
tion for the timely and
quality completion of
the projects.

Provincial Minister
M u h a m m a d
Manshaullah Butt said
that Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif had allocated a
mega sewerage project
worth Rs17 billion for the
city, which would signifi-
cantly improve munici-
pal services and provide
a permanent solution to
the longstanding issue
of urban flooding.

intimidation.
He said the opera-

tion highlighted the pro-
fessional capabilities of
Pakistan’s armed forces
and sent a clear message
that the country pos-
sessed both the resolve
and capacity to defend

GWADAR (INP): Under
the medium-term phase
of the Gwadar Smart Port
City Master Plan (2025–
2035), Gwadar Develop-
ment Authority (GDA)
has announced mega
development projects
worth approximately
Rs280 billion in phases
to transform Gwadar into
a world-class, modern,
smart, environmentally
friendly, and economi-
cally vibrant port city.

The announcement
was made in an impor-
tant meeting regarding
future development
projects held under the
chairmanship of Director
General Gwadar Devel-
opment Authority
(GDA), Muin-ur-
Rehman Khan, accord-
ing to a report carried by
Gwadar Pro on Sunday.

During the meeting,
detailed discussions
were held on projects
aimed at finalizing
Gwadar’s upcoming 10-
year development pro-
gram.

The program in-
cludes projects such as
the Central Business
District, Special Eco-

nomic Zones,  GDA
Housing Scheme, eco-
logical corridors, and
implementation of micro-
planning under the mas-
ter plan.  Additionally,
commercial centers, pub-
lic spaces, museums,
heritage centers, coastal
tourism resorts, foreign
tourist resorts, Grab
Beach Park, and the
GDA Club will also be
part of the development
agenda.

The 10-year pro-
gram will also include
construction and expan-
sion of internal and ex-
ternal roads, completion
of unfinished GDA
roads, and development
of new highways in ac-
cordance with the mas-
ter plan.

Special emphasis
will also be placed on
modernizing urban infra-
structure, environmental
protection, socio-eco-
nomic growth, and pro-
vision of public ameni-
ties.

While briefing the
meeting, Deputy Direc-
tor Town Planning
Abdul Razzaq stated
that, in line with direc-

tives from the provincial
government, GDA is pre-
paring a comprehensive
10-year development
program under an “Um-
brella PC-I.”

The program will
first be presented to the
provincial government
and later to the federal
government for approval
and funding, with hopes
of inclusion in the 2026–
27 fiscal year budget.

He explained that
the program would inte-
grate GDA’s existing
business plan and vari-
ous ongoing develop-
ment schemes into a co-
ordinated framework,
with the primary objec-
tive of ensuring the ef-
fective implementation
of the Gwadar Smart Port
City Master Plan.

The meeting was
informed that the master
plan has now entered its
second phase, focusing
on modern urban infra-
structure, industrial de-
velopment, socio-eco-
nomic improvement, en-
vironmental protection,
promotion of tourism
activities, and provision
of modern municipal fa-

cilities in Gwadar.
The meeting also

discussed the
upgradation of Senator
Muhammad Ishaq
Cricket Ground, under-
ground electricity ca-
bling across the city, in-
stallation of modern
streetlights under solar-
ization of GDA high-
ways, establishment of
green belts, and beauti-
fication projects.

Under the Old
Town Rehabilitation
Project, schemes for
road construction and
expansion, improvement
of sewerage and drain-
age systems, installa-
tion of streetlights, me-
morial monuments, and
provision of modern mu-
nicipal services in
Shambay Ismail Ward,
Surbandar, and Pishukan
will also be included in
the program.

Meanwhile, propos-
als were also reviewed
for laying approximately
200 kilometers of new
water pipelines and es-
tablishing water desali-
nation plants to improve
water supply in master
plan areas.

NAWABSHAH (INP)
The district police suc-
cessfully busted 15 dan-
gerous gangs involved
in organized crime.

This was revealed in
monthly performance re-
port released here Sun-
day, detailing extensive
operations against crimi-
nal elements, drug traf-
fickers and proclaimed
offenders.

The operations
were conducted under
the instructions of SSP
Shaheed Benazirabad,
Sameer Noor Channa.

According to per-
formance report, police
conducted large-scale
crackdowns over the
past month, out of which
18 police encounters
took place across differ-
ent parts of the district,
resulting in 18 suspects
being arrested in injured
condition, while an ad-
ditional 14 active crimi-
nals were also appre-
hended.

The police also in-
tensified efforts against
fugitives, arresting 95
proclaimed and ab-
sconding offenders and
bringing them before the
law.  In operations
against illegal weapons,
29 cases were registered
and 29 suspects were

taken into custody. Re-
covered weapons in-
cluded 27 pistols, two
repeaters, and 52 rounds
of ammunition.

Crackdowns on nar-
cotics led to registration
of 69 cases and arrest of
76 drug dealers. Seized
contraband included
25.875 kilograms of
hashish, 763 liters of lo-
cally manufactured li-
quor, 1,300 grams of can-
nabis, and 900 grams of
crystal meth (ice). Action
was also taken against
sale of hazardous gutka,
with 79 cases registered
and 89 suspects ar-
rested. Police recovered
270.89 kilograms of Z-21
gutka along with more
than 4 kilograms of other
harmful gutka products.

On the other hand,
police recovered more
than 25 motorcycles that
had been snatched or
stolen, while legal action
was taken against 18
motorcycles used in
criminal activities. In his
statement, SSP Sameer
Noor Channa reaffirmed
that protection of citi-
zens’ lives and property
remains the top priority.
He emphasized that
there would be zero tol-
erance for criminal ele-
ments.

its territorial integrity
against any aggression.

The APHC leader
further said the opera-
tion was not only a mili-
tary success but also a
manifestation of na-
tional cohesion and col-
lective courage.

accession to Pakistan is
the unshakable destiny
of Kashmiris and the
goal for which they con-
tinue their struggle. Ac-
tivist Raiees Mir said no
amount of atrocity can
suppress the spirit of
Kashmiris. “Marka-e-
Haq infused fresh en-
ergy and renewed deter-
mination into Kashmiris’
struggle for freedom,”
he stated, adding that
Pakistan’s triumph shat-
tered India’s arrogance
and proved Pakistan can
neither be intimidated
nor subdued.   Speakers
maintained that a strong,
prosperous Pakistan is
must for Kashmir’s free-
dom from Indian occu-
pation, and Kashmiris
remain deeply grateful
for Pakistan’s unwaver-
ing political, diplomatic,
and moral support to
their just struggle.

ther said that the Pa-
kistan Army is the
strong guardian of the
country’s ideological
and geographical bor-
ders, and that the en-
tire nation stands
united under the green
crescent flag alongside
its armed forces for
the defense and
progress of the coun-
try.

During the cer-
emony, the atmo-
sphere echoed with
passionate slogans of
“Allah-u-Akbar,” “Pa-
kistan Zindabad,” and
“Long Live Pakistan
Army”, while partici-
pants waved national
flags to express their
deep love for the
country. Special
prayers were also of-
fered at the conclusion
of the event for
Pakistan’s security,
progress, and prosper-
ity.

ISLAMABAD, May 10
(INP): President Asif Ali
Zardari has honoured
the nation and armed
forces on the first anni-
versary of Marka-e-Haq,
praising the military lead-
ership for delivering
what he described as a
resolute, calculated and
disciplined response to
external aggression.

In a statement is-
sued by the
Presidency’s Media
Wing, the president
termed the leadership,
strategy and “coura-
geous decisions” of
Field Marshal Asim
Munir instrumental in
the success of the op-
eration. He also lauded
Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmad Babar
Sidhu and Pakistan Air
Force for their “excep-
tional skill and profes-
sional excellence,” while
commending Admiral

Naveed Ashraf and the
naval forces for main-
taining full operational
readiness and robust
defence capabilities.

President Zardari
said the events of April
and May last year were
not merely a military epi-
sode but a moment of
national reckoning.
“When India, under the
guise of a Pahalgam false
flag operation, launched
unprovoked strikes on
our soil targeting civil-
ian areas as well as mili-
tary installations, Paki-
stan responded with dis-
cipline, precision, cour-
age and unity,” he said.

The president said
Operation Bunyan-um-
Marsoos, described as
the decisive centrepiece
of Marka-e-Haq, demon-
strated the capabilities
of Pakistan’s armed
forces when backed by
national unity. “Our re-

sponse was calibrated,
measured, precise and
proportionate. Our mes-
sage was unambigu-
ous,” he said, adding
that Marka-e-Haq
showed the world that
Pakistan’s deterrence
rested on professional
competence, tri-service
coordination and the
unwavering resolve of
its people.

Paying tribute to the
armed forces and mar-
tyrs, President Zardari
said every Pakistani be-
came a soldier when war
was imposed on the
country.

 “It is part of our
DNA that when a war is
imposed on us, every
Pakistani becomes a sol-
dier — some in uniform
and most without,” he
remarked.

The president said
Pakistan was now
recognised globally as a

state capable not only of
defending itself but also
of contributing to peace
and stability. Referring
to recent tensions in
West Asia, he said Paki-
stan had played a key
diplomatic role in facili-
tating a ceasefire be-
tween the United States
and Iran and encourag-
ing both sides towards
negotiations. “Our ef-
forts helped avoid fur-
ther bloodshed and con-
tributed to stabilising
the broader regional en-
vironment,” he said, re-
affirming Pakistan’s
commitment to promot-
ing peace, dialogue and
stability.

On the Kashmir dis-
pute, the president said
no honest assessment
of South Asia’s security
challenges could ignore
the issue, which he de-
scribed as the root cause
of regional instability.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on the matters related
to the Ministry of Information Technology and Telecommunications.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik chaired a high-level meeting with
the CEOs/Managing Directors of oil refineries to review and accelerate the operationalization of
Brownfield Upgradation Refinery Policy.

ISLAMABAD: The Hon'ble Chief Justice of Pakistan, Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, presenting a souvenir to, Barrister Saira Kabir Sheikh,
King's Counsel at Francis Taylor Building Chambers, London, at the Supreme Court of Pakistan.
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Sohbatpur Reviews Complaints in
Phase-IV Contract Teacher

Recruitment to Ensure Transparency

IG FC North Inaugurates Public Welfare and Development
Projects in Sibi Under BSDI Program

Additional Chief Secretary (ACS) Development
Squad Vehicle Hits Two Women in Quetta

Turbat Administration Fixes New Poultry Prices to
Provide Relief to Citizens

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Two
women were injured
after a vehicle belong-
ing to the squad of the
Additional Chief Sec-
retary (Development)
Balochistan allegedly
hit them near B.A.
Mall in Quetta, trig-
gering outrage on so-
cial media as videos of
the incident circulated
widely online.

According to an
official statement is-
sued by the govern-
ment, the accident in-
volved a squad vehicle
assigned to the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
(Development). Offi-
cials claimed the secu-
rity staff immediately
shifted the injured
women to the Trauma
Center where they
were provided emer-
gency medical treat-
ment before being
moved to ARIA Hos-
pital for further care.

The statement
said CT scans, X-rays
and other medical ex-
aminations confirmed
that both women suf-
fered minor fractures,
while no serious head
injuries or life-threat-

SIBI:  Inspector
General Frontier Corps
(FC) North Balochistan
Major General Atif
Mujtaba inaugurated
several public welfare
and development
projects in District Sibi
under the Balochistan
Special Development
Initiative (BSDI).

The inauguration
ceremony was attended
by: Commandant Sibi
Scouts Colonel Munir
Ahmed Sultan Deputy
Commissioner Sibi Ma-
jor (R) Ilyas Kabzai“SSP
Abdul Hameed Assis-
tant Commissioner Sibi
Mansoor Ali Shah As-
sistant Commissioner
Bakhtiarabad Mir
Bahadur Khan Bangalzai
Other concerned offi-
cials Tube Well and RO
Filtration Plant Opened
at Girls College The first
inauguration took place
at the Government El-

Gwadar Health Officials Inspect
Ormara Health Facilities to Improve

Public Healthcare Services
GWADAR: In line with
the vision of Chief Min-
ister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, practical
measures are continuing
across the district to
make public healthcare
services more effective,
quality-oriented, and
people-friendly.

As part of these ef-
forts, District Health Of-
ficer (DHO) Gwadar Dr.
Yasir Tahir, accompanied
by DHO Dr.  Farooq
Baloch, conducted a de-
tailed visit to the Rural
Health Center (RHC)
Ormara and the MNCH
Center Ormara.

Inspection of Hos-
pital Departments and
Medical Facilities Dur-
ing the visit, the District
Health Officer inspected

TURBAT: Following the
special  directives of
Deputy Commissioner
Kech Yasir Iqbal Dashti,
an important meeting
was held under the
chairmanship of Assis-
tant Commissioner
Turbat Muhammad
Hanif Kabzai with repre-
sentatives of the
Anjuman Tajiran Kech
and poultry traders to
discuss measures for
providing relief to the
public in food prices,
particularly poultry
rates. The meeting was
attended by: Assistant
Commissioner Tump
Shehqq Hayat Trade
leaders Nisar Ahmed
Joski and Ejaz Ahmed
Joski“Poultry represen-
tatives Din Muhammad
and Shahid Ali Price
Control Committee rep-
resentative Niaz Ahmed

ementary Girls College
Sibi, where a tube well
and RO filtration plant
were formally opened.

On the occasion,
XEN PHE Shehzada
Farrukh Baloch briefed
the participants about
the project and stated
that it would ensure the
supply of clean and safe
drinking water to stu-
dents as well as nearby

residents.  New Hall In-
augurated at Sibi Press
Club Later, IG FC North
inaugurated a newly
constructed hall at the
Sibi Press Club.

XEN UP&D Raziq
Marri provided a de-
tailed briefing regarding
the facilities, construc-
tion standards, and the
role of the project in pro-
moting journalistic ac-

tivities. He said the new
hall would provide jour-
nalists with a better pro-
fessional working envi-
ronment. Water Supply
Project to Benefit Hun-
dreds of Families The fi-
nal project inaugurated
was a water supply line
scheme aimed at provid-
ing clean drinking water
to hundreds of families
in Ghareebabad and

SOHBATPUR: An im-
portant meeting was
held in Sohbatpur to re-
view complaints related
to the Phase-IV recruit-
ment of contract teach-
ing staff and to ensure
complete transparency
in the hiring process.

The meeting was
attended by relevant of-
ficers, district committee
members, and other con-
cerned officials.

Detailed Verifica-
tion of Candidates Con-
ducted During the meet-
ing, all shortlisted can-

Allahabad areas.
Local residents de-

scribed the initiative as
a major milestone in pub-
lic welfare and appreci-
ated the efforts of the
Sibi district administra-
tion under the leadership
of Deputy Commis-
sioner Major (R) Ilyas
Kabzai. Focus on Educa-
tion, Health, Water, and
Infrastructure Speaking
on the occasion, IG FC
North Major General Atif
Mujtaba said that timely
completion of public
welfare projects not
only improves access to
basic facilities but also
strengthens public trust
in state institutions.

He emphasized that
education, healthcare,
clean drinking water, and
infrastructure develop-
ment remain among the
joint priorities of the
government and secu-
rity institutions.

Detailed Review of Poul-
try Market Prices During
the meeting, partici-
pants reviewed the cur-
rent poultry market
rates, supply situation,
and public concerns to
ensure the availability of
chicken at affordable
and officially approved
prices for citizens.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Assistant Com-
missioner Turbat
Muhammad Hanif
Kabzai said that Deputy
Commissioner Kech has
issued clear instructions
to provide maximum re-

lief to the people of the
district and that artificial
inflation and profiteer-
ing would not be toler-
ated under any circum-
stances. He stated that
the administration re-
mains fully active in safe-
guarding public inter-
ests and that poultry
prices will be monitored
weekly to maintain price
stability in the market.

New Official Poultry
Rates Announced After
market surveys and con-
sultations with traders,
the administration an-
nounced new official

poultry prices: Broiler
Chicken (Live Whole-
sale): Rs. 500 per kg
Broiler Chicken (Live Re-
tail): Rs.  520 per
kg“Broiler Chicken
Meat: Rs. 720 per kg
Warning Against Over-
pricing and Hoarding
The Assistant Commis-
sioner clearly stated that
all  shopkeepers and
poultry sellers across
District Kech would be
bound to sell poultry
according to the official
price list.

He warned that
strict legal action would

be taken against anyone
involved in: Violation of
official  prices
Hoarding“Illegal profi-
teering Citizens Appreci-
ate Administration’s
Measures Local citizens
and business circles ap-
preciated the public-
friendly initiatives, effec-
tive administrative strat-
egy, and timely deci-
sions taken by Assis-
tant Commissioner
Turbat Muhammad
Hanif Kabzai to control
prices.

various sections of the
hospital, including: Out-
patient Department
(OPD)“Male and Female
Wards Dental Unit Ex-
panded Program on Im-
munization (EPI) Center
X-ray Room Other
healthcare facilities.

The officials also
reviewed the availability
of medicines, cleanli-
ness standards, atten-
dance of medical staff,
and the quality of

healthcare services be-
ing provided to patients.

Hospital Manage-
ment Briefs Officials on
Challenges On the occa-
sion, RHC In-charge Dr.
Ali Akbar Lal gave a de-
tailed briefing regarding
hospital facilities, opera-
tional matters, and chal-
lenges faced by the
healthcare center.

District Health Of-
ficer Dr. Yasir Tahir di-
rected the concerned au-

thorities to ensure that
no negligence is shown
in providing timely and
quality medical services
to the public.

Orders Issued for
Repairs and Better Man-
agement.

The DHO in-
structed B&R SDO
Junaid Kashani to imme-
diately identify repair
and rehabilitation work
required at the hospital
and ensure prompt ac-
tion for improvements.

He also directed the
hospital administration
to ensure: Proper clean-
liness and sanitation
Strict implementation of
SOPs Functionality of
medical equipment Punc-
tuality and attendance
of doctors and staff.

ening complications
were reported. Au-
thorities described the
condition of both pa-
tients as stable and
satisfactory.

Government offi-
cials further stated that
the affected family
submitted written con-
sent indicating they did

not wish to pursue le-
gal action, terming the
incident an uninten-
tional accident.

The incident, how-
ever, sparked strong
reactions after videos
showing the aftermath
of the accident spread
across social media
platforms, with many

users questioning the
conduct and move-
ment of official proto-
col vehicles in busy
public areas.

In its statement,
the government also
criticized what it de-
scribed as “misleading
and unverified infor-
mation” being shared

by some individuals
and media outlets, urg-
ing the public to rely
only on confirmed re-
ports.

Officials said
medical assistance
and support for the in-
jured women and their
families were continu-
ing.

didates were called one
by one for a thorough
scrutiny of their records
and credentials.

Officials carefully
examined: Educational
certificates Professional
degrees Experience cer-
tificates Other relevant
documents.

The purpose of the
review was to ensure
that all stages of the re-
cruitment process are
completed strictly on
merit, fairness, and in
accordance with govern-

ment policy.
Complaints Re-

viewed Under Rules and
Regulations The com-
mittee conducted a de-
tailed review of each
candidate’s record while
also seriously address-
ing the complaints re-
ceived regarding the re-
cruitment process.

Officials stated that
all  complaints were
handled under pre-
scribed rules and regu-
lations to maintain trans-
parency and account-
ability.

Zero Tolerance for
Merit Violations The
committee made it clear
that any form of irregu-
larity, favoritism, recom-
mendation, or violation
of merit would not be tol-
erated under any circum-
stances.

It was emphasized
that all recruitment deci-
sions would be made
solely on the basis of:
Merit Eligibility Capabil-
ity Legal requirements
Commitment to Fair and
Transparent Recruit-

ment Participants of the
meeting reaffirmed their
commitment to making
the contract teacher re-
cruitment process in
Sohbatpur completely
transparent, fair, and im-
partial so that deserving
candidates receive their
rightful opportunities.

Officials also
stressed that principles
of equality and justice in
employment opportuni-
ties for youth would re-
main a top priority, en-
suring equal chances for
all applicants.

Recruitment Pro-
cess Expected to Im-
prove Public Confidence
At the conclusion of the
meeting, officials ex-
pressed hope that a
transparent and merit-
based recruitment pro-
cess would not only re-
store public confidence
but also contribute posi-
tively toward improving
educational standards in
Sohbatpur district by
bringing competent pro-
fessionals into the edu-
cation sector.

Naseerabad Information
Department Reaffirms Commitment
to Effective Public Communication

and Media Outreach
NASEERABAD: In light
of special directives is-
sued by Director General
Public Relations Askar
Khan, an important re-
view meeting was held
under the chairmanship
of Divisional Deputy Di-
rector Information
Naseerabad Nek
Muhammad to evaluate
departmental perfor-
mance and strengthen
government communi-
cation efforts across the
division.

The meeting was
attended by officers and
staff members of the In-
formation Department
Naseerabad Division,
including:

Assistant Clerk
Ghulam Hussain Jamali
Article Writers Akhtar
Mangi and Ali Raza
Manjhu Assistant Com-
puter Operator Sher
Khan Umrani Junior
Clerk Muhammad
Naeem Photographer
Mujahid Hussain
Bhangar Detailed Re-
view of Departmental
Performance During the
session, participants re-
viewed matters related
to: Performance of offi-
cial duties Departmental

efficiency Challenges
faced by staff Public re-
lations and awareness
efforts Promotion of
government initiatives
and development
projects Officials also
received guidance re-
garding responsibilities
and professional stan-
dards in carrying out
their duties effectively.

Emphasis on Pro-
fessionalism and Public
Service Addressing the
meeting, Divisional
Deputy Director Infor-
mation Nek Muhammad
stated that the respon-
sibilities entrusted to the
Information Department
by the Government of
Balochistan must be car-
ried out with honesty,
dedication, and profes-
sional excellence.

He said that, under
the public-friendly vi-
sion of the Chief Minis-
ter of Balochistan and
the clear directives of
DG Public Relations
Askar Khan, it is essen-

tial to present ongoing
development projects,
public welfare initia-
tives, and government
achievements in a more
effective, comprehen-
sive, and positive man-
ner.

According to him,
timely delivery of accu-
rate information to the
public is crucial for
strengthening trust be-
tween citizens and gov-
ernment institutions.

Focus on Quality
Media Content and Digi-
tal  Platforms Nek
Muhammad directed of-
ficers and staff to utilize
their capabilities in pro-
ducing: Quality news re-
ports Feature articles In-
formative posters Photo-
graphs and videos Pub-
lic awareness material
He emphasized that ef-
fective media coverage
of government efforts
and public services
would help improve pub-
lic confidence and
awareness.
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Oil rises $4 after Trump rejects Iran's re-
sponse to US peace proposal

Govt reduces tariffs at Gwadar Port in
bid to boost global traffic

India shares, rupee fall on Modi's call for
austerity, crude price spike

AJK premier opens work on new grid station
near Line of Control

NEWS DESK: Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) Prime Minister
Raja Faisal  Mumtaz
Rathore on Sunday laid
the foundation stone of
a 132/11 KV grid station
in Samahni at a cost of
Rs1 billion, in response
to a longstanding de-
mand of the local popu-
lation.

During the visit to
the area, he also inaugu-
rated a Rs680 million
road project and wel-
comed two PML-N lead-
ers into the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP).

Samahni, an admin-
istrative unit  of the
southern Bhimber dis-
trict along the Line of
Control, had come into
international focus in
February 2019 when Pa-
kistan Air Force shot
down an Indian aircraft
in the area and captured
its pilot, Abhinandan
Varthaman.

Rathore was accom-
panied during the visit
by PPP AJK President
Chaudhry Mohammad
Yasin, former president
Haji Mohammad Yaqoob
Khan, ex-prime minister
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas, lo-
cal lawmaker and Minis-
ter for Agriculture and
Livestock Ali Shan Soni
and other cabinet mem-
bers.

Two PML-N lead-
ers join ruling party

along with their support-
ers

Soni had been
elected to the AJK Leg-
islative Assembly in
2021 on a PTI ticket but
joined the PPP last year
along with Mr Ilyas.

At the foundation
stone-laying ceremony,
Chief Engineer Electric-
ity (South) Mohammad
Nazir Mughal briefed the
prime minister on the
project and said the grid
station would have six
feeders in Samahni,
Choki, Jandala, Sona
Bazaar, Bandala and
Puna, besides a 24-
kilometre double-circuit
transmission line from
Islamgarh to Samahni.

He said the project,
spread over 32 kanals,
would benefit around
145,000 people by ensur-

ing electricity supply at
standard voltage levels.
He added that residents
of Samahni tehsil had
long been receiving elec-
tricity at less than 90
volts, resulting in inad-
equate power supply.

The prime minister
also inaugurated the 8.2-
kilometre Jandala-Peer
Gali road project com-
pleted at a cost of Rs680
million.

Chief Engineer
Mahmood Mumtaz
Rathore,  who is the
premier’s elder brother,
briefed him on the
scheme.

PM Rathore di-
rected officials con-
cerned to ensure quality,
speedy execution and
timely completion of de-
velopment projects.

Later, addressing a

public reception at
Tander, the prime minis-
ter welcomed former
PML-N leaders retired
Major Khizarur Rehman
and Raja Mohammad
Ayub into the PPP after
they announced joining
the party along with
their supporters.

Rathore said the
PPP was “a party of mar-
tyrs” that provided op-
portunities to ordinary
workers to rise to key
political positions.

Those who left the
PPP faced political de-
cline and eventual irrel-
evance, he said.

Rathore claimed his
government had re-
stored public confi-
dence by resolving is-
sues through democratic
institutions rather than
street protests.

NEWS DESK: In-
dian shares fell on
Monday and the rupee
declined after Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi urged a spate of
measures, including
fuel conservation,
fewer imports and
gold purchases, as
surging energy prices
pressure foreign ex-
change reserves.

India, the world’s
third-biggest oil im-
porter and consumer,
late last month said
there was no proposal
to raise pump prices
for diesel and gasoline,
leaving it among the
countries yet to raise
prices despite the glo-
bal surge. The Nifty 50
fell 1.49 per cent to
23,815.85, while the
BSE Sensex shed
1.7pc to 76,015.28.
The rupee logged a
record closing low of
95.31 per dollar, drop-
ping about 0.9pc on
the day — its steep-
est single-day drop
since March 27.

Brent crude
jumped more than
2.6pc to about $104 a
barrel after US Presi-

dent Donald Trump on
Sunday dismissed the
Iranian response to
Washington’s proposal
for peace talks as “un-
acceptable”.

Arun Kejriwal,
founder of Kejriwal
Research and Invest-
ment Services, called
the slide in markets in
Monday’s session a
“knee-jerk reaction”
to the prime minister’s
comments.

“The bigger over-
hang for Indian mar-
kets is oil refusing to
fall and hold below
$100 despite peace
efforts between Iran
and the US, which will

keep weighing on sen-
timent,” he said.

Thirteen of the 16
major sectors logged
losses. The broader
small-caps and mid-
caps declined about
1.5pc each.

Oil marketing
companies Indian Oil,
BPCL and HPCL fell
about 2.3pc-3pc.

Index heavy-
weight Reliance In-
dustries lost 3.3pc.

Tr a v e l - l i n k e d
stocks such as Indian
Hotels, Lemon Tree,
Chalet Hotels, Tho-
mas Cook and Yatra
Online dropped be-
tween 1pc and 4.5pc.

Airline operator
IndiGo lost 4.9pc.

Shares of jewel-
lers also slumped. Ti-
tan, Senco Gold and
Kalyan Jewellers lost
between 6.7pc and
9.3pc.

State Bank of In-
dia fell 4.5pc, extend-
ing losses after miss-
ing quarterly profit
view, dragging PSU
banks 2.5pc lower.

Hyundai Motor
India rose 2.8pc on a
smaller-than-expected
fall in quarterly profit,
and agro chemicals
firm UPL gained 3.6pc
on quarterly profit
rise.

From corridors to competitiveness: can CPEC deliver Phase II?
NEWS DESK: Why
Pakistan's next economic
test lies in turning stra-
tegic partnership into
industrial performance?
Pakistan's economic en-
gagement with China is
among the most stable
and strategically signifi-
cant pillars of its exter-
nal relations. As the larg-
est trading partner, a key
investor, and a consis-
tent source of financial
support through loans
and rollovers, China oc-
cupies a central place in
Pakistan's external eco-
nomic architecture.

Recent diplomatic
and commercial engage-
ments, including high-
level investment forums
in Beijing and the ex-
pected participation of
dozens of Chinese enter-
prises, signal sustained
interest in Pakistan as a
potential regional pro-
duction and connectiv-
ity hub. At the same
time, China's evolving
global investment strat-
egy – shifting from infra-
structure-led expansion
toward industrial reloca-
tion, digital integration,
and supply chain diver-
sification – creates a
natural opening under
the next phase of the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC).

Yet Pakistan's chal-
lenge today is no longer
access to opportunity,
but the ability to convert
that opportunity into
credible domestic out-

comes. It is within this
context that CPEC Phase
II must be understood;
not as an extension of
infrastructure, but as a
test of industrial com-
petitiveness.

The first phase of
CPEC was largely de-
fined by infrastructure
development. Energy
generation projects,
transport corridors, and
connectivity networks
addressed critical bottle-
necks that had con-
strained growth for de-
cades. This phase cre-
ated physical capacity
and reduced immediate
supply-side constraints.
However, infrastructure
was never intended to
be the final outcome. It
was a foundation for in-
dustrial transformation.

CPEC Phase II is
now positioned around
that shift – towards Spe-
cial Economic Zones
(SEZs), industrial clus-
ters, export-oriented
production, agriculture
modernisation,  and
deeper integration into
regional value chains.
The ambition is to move
from transit geography
to production geogra-
phy. But infrastructure
enables industry; it does
not automatically gener-
ate it. This is where
Pakistan's real challenge
begins.

CPEC Phase II and
the SEZ question

Special Economic
Zones have been central

to Pakistan's industrial
strategy under CPEC.
More than three dozen
zones have been ap-
proved across prov-
inces, including five pri-
ority SEZs identified un-
der bilateral coopera-
tion. At the centre of this
transition are SEZs; not
as policy symbols, but
as execution platforms.

Yet despite years of
policy focus, most of
these zones have not
reached meaningful op-
erational scale. Recent
legislative and adminis-
trative efforts – ranging
from accelerated land al-
location frameworks to

revised institutional ar-
rangements – reflect re-
newed urgency to revive
momentum and reduce
investor friction. How-
ever, the fundamental
question remains un-
changed: why have
SEZs not delivered in-
dustrial  outcomes at
scale? The answer lies
less in policy design and
more in the execution
environment.

SEZ strategies have
traditionally relied on
incentives – tax conces-
sions, subsidised land,
regulatory facilitation,
and public-private part-
nerships.  Pakistan's

model has followed a
similar path. But global
experience suggests a
consistent pattern: in-
centives attract atten-
tion, not necessarily in-
vestment durabili ty.
Land availability or fis-
cal concessions may ini-
tiate interest, but they do
not anchor long-term in-
dustrial investment.

Investors evaluate
deeper structural condi-
tions – policy predict-
ability, contract enforce-
ment, regulatory consis-
tency, logistics effi-
ciency, and financial
system reliability. In
their absence, SEZs risk

evolving into real estate
ventures rather than in-
dustrial ecosystems.
This helps explain why
many CPEC-linked
zones have struggled to
move beyond initial plan-
ning stages.

A parallel constraint
lies in institutional frag-
mentation. Pakistan op-
erates multiple layers of
governance for indus-
trial development - the
Board of Investment,
provincial SEZ authori-
ties, CPEC coordination
mechanisms, and newer
facilitation platforms.

While each is in-
tended to improve coor-

dination, the cumulative
effect has often been
overlap rather than clar-
ity. The issue is not the
absence of institutions,
but multiplicity without
integration. For inves-
tors, this translates into
uncertainty: overlap-
ping mandates, multiple
approval channels, and
inconsistent implemen-
tation timelines. Indus-
trial policy requires not
just intent, but institu-
tional coherence.

China as strategic
anchor, not substitute

China remains
Pakistan's most signifi-
cant long-term economic
partner – spanning
trade, investment, fi-
nancing support, and
strategic alignment.
From infrastructure fi-
nancing to repeated
rollovers, the relation-
ship has provided both
development capital and
macroeconomic stability
at critical moments. As
this engagement
evolves toward indus-
trial cooperation, its lim-
its also become clearer.
Strategic partnership
can create opportunity;
it cannot substitute for
domestic competitive-
ness. This distinction is
central to understanding
the stakes of CPEC
Phase II.

The next phase of
CPEC is often described
as a transition from in-
frastructure corridors to
industrial corridors. In

reality, it is a transition
from physical connec-
tivity to economic cred-
ibility. This requires
more than infrastructure.
It demands industrial
production integrated
with local supply chains,
export capacity that is
globally competitive,
energy systems that are
reliable and cost-predict-
able, and regulatory
frameworks that are
stable and enforceable.
Without these, corridors
remain corridors – move-
ment without transfor-
mation,  connectivity
without competitive-
ness.

Pakistan's core limi-
tation is not the absence
of external interest, but
the weakness of domes-
tic absorption capacity.
The country has repeat-
edly demonstrated its
ability to attract external
engagement.

The constraint lies
in converting that en-
gagement into sus-
tained industrial growth.
This is where SEZs be-
come critical; not as iso-
lated enclaves, but as
embedded components
of a national production
system. If they remain
disconnected from do-
mestic value chains,
their impact will remain
limited. If not anchored
in domestic capacity,
CPEC risks reinforcing a
familiar pattern; what
may be described as
rented resilience.

NEWS DESK: Fed-
eral Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Junaid
Anwar Chaudhry on
Monday announced a
major reduction in tar-
iffs at Gwadar Port
aimed at boosting glo-
bal transit traffic, ac-
cording to an official
statement.

According to the
statement, the minister
said that berthing fees
for container ships
have been reduced by
25 per cent, while port
charges on interna-
tional transshipment
containers have been
cut by 40pc.

He added that port
charges on transit con-
tainer cargo have also
been reduced by up to
31pc.

Further, a one-
month free storage fa-
cility has been intro-
duced for general
cargo, compared to
the standard five-day
allowance at other na-
tional ports, the minis-
ter added.

“Ships bringing
transit and transship-
ment cargo have been
given major relief,”

Chaudhry was quoted
as saying.

“These incentives
take effect immedi-
ately, and further ad-
justments will be re-
viewed in phases
based on operational
data and market re-
sponse,” the minister
added, noting that fu-
ture revisions would
be guided by cargo
trends, regional com-
petition, and
sustainability consider-
ations.

Chaudhry said the
measures formed part
of a broader strategy
to transform Gwadar
into a competitive, in-
vestor-friendly, and
modern deep-sea port
serving as a strategic
gateway for trade
with Central Asia, the
Middle East, East Af-
rica and beyond.

He said that amid
rising demand for low-
cost and congestion-
free shipping routes,
Gwadar was well
placed to capture a
larger share of re-
gional trade flows.

The revised tariff
regime, he added, was

expected to reduce
operational costs for
shipping lines, encour-
age new transship-
ment and feeder ser-
vices and increase
cargo throughput.

“This initiative will
stimulate economic
activity in the country,
generate employment
opportunities, and ex-
pand Pakistan’s logis-
tics and maritime sec-
tors,” he said.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Gwadar Port Author-
ity Chairman Noorul
Haq Baloch said that
the new tariff struc-
ture was expected to
grow employment op-
portunities.

He said that re-
duced fees and im-
proved facilities would
attract both local and
international investors,
accelerating economic
development in the re-
gion and creating new
job opportunities.

A day earlier,
Baloch said that amid
rising tensions in the
Strait of Hormuz, the
strategic importance
of Gwadar Port had
significantly increased

due to its shorter ac-
cess routes to Iran and
Central Asia, along
with investor-friendly
incentives.

During a meeting
with members of the
All Pakistan Shipping
Association in
Karachi, he said the
port was increasingly
being viewed as a
safe alternative trade
gateway for the re-
gion.

He said Gwadar
had the potential to
become the future hub
of regional trade and
logistics because of its
low operational costs,
modern facilities, and
shorter trade routes.

He added that the
Gabd-Rimdan border
route had emerged as
an effective multi-
modal corridor for pro-
moting trade with Iran
and Central Asia.

Earlier this month,
Baloch also said that
four transshipment
shops were recorded
at the port during April,
indicating Gwadar’s
growing importance
as an alternative trade
route in the region.

NEWS DESK: Oil
prices rallied on Mon-
day, after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump
said Iran’s response to
a US proposal was
“unacceptable,” rais-
ing supply fears as the
Strait of Hormuz
stayed largely closed,
which kept the global
market tight.

Brent crude fu-
tures climbed $4.16 or
4.11 per cent to
$105.45 a barrel at
0340 GMT. US West
Texas Intermediate
was at $99.80 a bar-
rel, up $4.38, or
4.59pc.

Last week, both
contracts recorded
6pc weekly losses on
hopes for an imminent
end to the 10-week-
old conflict that would
allow oil transit
through the Strait of
Hormuz.

“The oil market
continues to trade like
a geopolitical headline
machine, with prices
swinging sharply
based on every com-
ment, rejection, or
warning coming from
Washington and
Tehran,” said Priyanka
Sachdeva, senior mar-

ket analyst at Phillip
Nova.

Trump is sched-
uled to arrive in
Beijing on Wednesday
and is expected to dis-
cuss Iran, among
other topics, with Chi-
nese President Xi
Jinping, according to
US officials.

“Market attention
now shifts squarely to
President Trump’s
visit to China this
week,” IG market
analyst Tony Sy-
camore said in a note.

“There is hope he
can persuade Beijing
to leverage its influ-
ence over Iran to push
for a comprehensive
ceasefire and a reso-

lution to the ongoing
disruption in the Strait
of Hormuz.”

The world has lost
about 1 billion barrels
of oil over the past two
months and energy
markets will take time
to stabilise even if
flows resume, Saudi
Aramco CEO Amin
Nasser said on Sun-
day.

Another two
tankers carrying
crude exited the Strait
of Hormuz last week
with trackers switched
off to avoid Iranian
attacks,

Kpler shipping
data showed, under-
scoring a rising trend
to sustain Middle East

oil exports.
“Even if the acute

oil shock fades by late
2026, the ongoing risk
of renewed disruption
in the Strait of
Hormuz, depleted in-
ventories and weaker
policy coordination is
expected to keep a
geopolitical risk pre-
mium embedded in
prices,” ING analysts
wrote in a note on
Monday.

They expected
Brent to remain above
$90 per barrel through
2026 and around $80
to $85 per barrel into
2027 as demand
growth resumes and
inventories are gradu-
ally rebuilt.
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Trossard’s late strike secures vital win for
Arsenal at West Ham

Pakistan's Test against Bangladesh evenly
poised after Mehidy takes 5 wickets

Prizmic follows up on Djokovic exploit to reach Italian Open last 16

DHA Hockey Academy a landmark initiative
for revival of Pakistan hockey

Australia include uncapped trio on
white-ball tours of Pakistan, Bangladesh

NEWS DESK: Dino
Prizmic followed up
knocking out Novak
Djokovic from the Ital-
ian Open by beating
France’s Ugo
Humbert 6-1, 7-5 on
Sunday to reach the
last 16 in Rome.

Prizmic had to
qualify for the main
draw but the Croatian
player looks like he
could be a contender
after another brilliant
display of power and
precision on clay.

The 20-year-old
raced into a 5-0 lead
in the first set, which
he closed out in just 28
minutes against a
s h e l l s h o c k e d
Humbert, who was
seeded 31st.

Such was
Prizmic’s dominance
in the first set that he
could even afford to
try a trick shot be-
tween his legs and give
up a point in game six.

Humbert battled
back in the second set
but after he gave up
his serve for the third
time in game 11
Prizmic closed out on
his second match
point.

After his superb
performance on the
Pietrangeli court,
Prizmic will face 13th
seed Karen
Khachanov in the next

round.
As it stands

Prizmic will already
be up 11 places to 68th
come Monday week,
just before the start of
the French Open, af-
ter his best ever per-
formance in a Master
1000 tournament.

A l e x a n d e r
Zverev kept up his bid

for a third title at the
Foro Italico with a
straight-sets win over
Alexander Blockx, 6-
1, 6-4 on centre court
where the threat of
rain looms large.

Second seed
Zverev, who was
heavily beaten by
Jannik Sinner in the
Madrid final last

weekend, will face one
of Tommy Paul or
Italy’s Luciano
Darderi in the fourth
round.

He barely had to
get out of second gear
against Blockx, who
was beaten in the
Madrid semis by
Zverev.

The German, who

won the men’s singles
title in the Italian capi-
tal in 2017 and 2024,
is on the same side of
the draw as Prizmic.

Home hope
Lorenzo Musetti will
face clay court spe-
cialist Casper Ruud in
the last 16 after win-
ning a tough match
with Argentina’s Fran-

cisco Cerundolo 7-6
(9/7), 6-4.

Musetti was in
tears at the end of a
clash which featured
81 unforced errors,
and told Sky Sport that
it wasn’t right physi-
cally without specify-
ing what was wrong.

Naomi Osaka
could face three-time

NEWS DESK: Arsenal
cleared arguably the
most dangerous remain-
ing obstacle in their path
to the Premier League
title by the skin of their
teeth as Leandro
Trossard’s late goal se-
cured a dramatic 1-0 win
at West Ham United to
restore their five-point
lead on Sunday.

The visitors were
living dangerously at
the London Stadium but
Trossard guided home a
low shot from Martin
Odegaard’s pass in the
83rd minute to spark de-
lirium amongst the Arse-
nal fans and despair in
the home ranks.

Arsenal rode their
luck and survived a huge
scare deep in stoppage
time as West Ham sub-
stitute Callum Wilson
had an equaliser ruled
out for a foul after a long
VAR review. Victory put
Arsenal a step closer to
a first Premier League
title since 2004 and they
will be crowned champi-
ons if they win their last
two games at home to
Burnley and away to
Crystal Palace on the fi-
nal day.

Arsenal have 79
points from 36 games
with Manchester City,
who have a game in
hand, on 74.

For West Ham it
was a bitter pill to swal-
low as defeat left them

staring at relegation and
they could find them-
selves four points from
the safety zone with two
games left if Tottenham
Hotspur beat Leeds
United on Monday.

Earlier, Aston Villa
blew the chance to close
in on Champions League
football next season
with a 2-2 draw at al-
ready-relegated Burnley.

Villa booked their
place in the Europa
League final on Thurs-
day with a 4-0 demolition
of Nottingham Forest.

But Unai Emery’s
men suffered a Euro-
pean hangover at Turf
Moor. Villa extend their
lead over sixth-placed
Bournemouth to four
points and move six
ahead of Brighton in the
battle for Champions

League qualification.
However, they face

a tough end to the cam-
paign with matches
against Liverpool and
Manchester City either
side of the final against
Freiburg in Istanbul.

Jaidon Anthony
punished a slow Villa
start to put Burnley in
front after Emi Martinez
spilled Lesley
Ugochukwu’s shot.

Ross Barkley
headed the visitors level
from a corner before half-
time. Ollie Watkins then
pounced on a long punt
forward by Martinez to
put Villa in front and
headed up to fourth in
the table.  Burnley,
though, hit back to
avoid a sixth consecu-
tive defeat. Zian
Flemming fired home

NEWS DESK: Aus-
tralia will use the up-
coming white-ball
tours of Pakistan and
Bangladesh to test
their depth after nam-
ing squads featuring
three potential
debutants, selectors
said on Monday.

All-rounder Liam
Scott has been in-
cluded in the ODI
squads for Pakistan
and Bangladesh,

with Victoria bat-
ter Ollie Peake joining
him in the Pakistan
squad.

T20 specialist Joel
Davies has been in-
cluded in the squad for
three T20Is in
C h a t t o g r a m ,
Bangladesh, starting
on June 17.

Mitchell Marsh
will captain all squads,
with Australia to play
three ODIs against
Pakistan in Rawalpindi
and Lahore from May

NEWS DESK: Presi-
dent of the Pakistan
Sports Writers Fed-
eration and Secretary
General of AIPS Asia,
Amjad Aziz Malik, has
termed the DHA
Hockey Academy,
Lahore a major step
towards the revival of
Pakistan hockey, urg-
ing young players to
dedicate themselves to
restoring the country’s
lost glory in the na-
tional game.

He expressed
these views while ad-
dressing under-30
players participating in
training sessions at the
DHA Hockey Acad-
emy at Manzoorul
Hassan Hockey Sta-
dium. Former Olym-

pian Manzoorul
Hassan and ex-World
Cup player Colonel
Saeed Khan were also
present on the occa-
sion.

Malik received a
warm welcome upon
his arrival at the sta-
dium, where he was
introduced to the
young players. Ad-
dressing the partici-
pants, he described
hockey as a symbol of
Pakistan’s identity, na-
tional pride and glori-
ous sporting traditions.
He stressed that the
younger generation
must work with com-
mitment, discipline and
patriotic spirit to bring
Pakistan back among
the leading nations in

world hockey.
R e c a l l i n g

Pakistan’s historic
achievements, he said
the country had
earned global recogni-
tion by winning Olym-
pic gold medals, World
Cups, Champions Tro-
phy titles and Asian
Games champion-
ships. He paid tribute
to the legendary
hockey players who
brought fame to Paki-
stan through their out-
standing performances
on the international
stage. He advised the
young athletes to fo-
cus not only on sports
but also on education,
physical fitness, disci-
pline and character
building. According to

him, these players
have the potential to
represent Pakistan at
the international level
and carry the national
flag with pride in fu-
ture competitions.

Highlighting the
significance of the
DHA Hockey Acad-
emy, he said such ini-
tiatives were vital for
nurturing fresh talent
and strengthening the
future of Pakistan
hockey. He remarked
that success in sports
could only be achieved
through continuous
hard work, sacrifice
and determination
rather than talent
alone.

Encouraging the
players to remain fo-
cused on their dreams,
he urged them to move
forward with confi-
dence and national
spirit so that Pakistan
could once again re-
claim its former stat-
ure in world hockey.

On the occasion,
Malik also paid rich
tribute to Manzoorul
Hassan, who is cur-
rently serving as head
coach of the Pakistan
Hockey Federation.
He presented the lat-
est edition of the AIPS
Asia magazine to the
Olympian in recogni-
tion of his services to
the sport.

Rome champion Iga
Swiatek in the last 16
of the women’s tour-
nament after easily
seeing off Diana
Schnaider 6-1, 6-2.

The four-time
Grand Slam winner
beat her Russian op-
ponent in just 54 min-
utes to equal her best
result of a difficult sea-
son in which she was
knocked out of Indian
Wells and Madrid at
the same stage by
Aryna Sabalenka.

But with
Sabalenka suffering a
shock early elimina-
tion on Saturday, 15th
seed Osaka could yet
be a contender.

In Saturday’s late
action, Jannik Sinner
got his campaign un-
derway by swatting
aside Sebastian Ofner
6-3, 6-4 to start his bid
to extend a record-
breaking run of five
straight Masters 1000
tournament victories.

The world number
one delighted fans in
the packed centre
court stands with a
predictably dominant
display which left
Austria’s Ofner little
room to breathe, even
in the breezy atmo-
sphere of Rome.

Sinner won his
24th consecutive
match in one hour and

40 minutes, the 24-
year-old barely break-
ing a sweat to set up a
clash with Alexei
Popyrin or Jakub
Mensik in the third
round.

No Italian man
has won at the Foro
Italico since Adriano
Panatta 50 years ago,
and with Carlos
Alcaraz out of action,
Sinner is expected to
go one better than last
year when he lost the
final to his great rival.

It was the third
win for an Italian man
on Saturday, with
Flavio Cobolli, who
helped his country win
last year’s Davis Cup
in Sinner’s absence,
beating France’s
Terence Atmane 7-6
(7/1), 6-3.

Mattia Bellucci,
ranked 64 in the world,
is in the fourth round
after a 5-7, 6-2, 6-3
win over 24th seed
Tomas Martin
Etcheverry.

Former winner
Daniil Medvedev will
begin his campaign in
the third round after
his match, which was
scheduled to be the
first on centre court,
was shelved when his
opponent Tomas
Machac pulled out of
the tournament with
an unspecified illness.

30 before travelling to
Bangladesh for three
ODIs in Dhaka in the
run-up to the T20 se-
ries. “It’s always ex-
citing to see new play-
ers get an opportunity
to play international
cricket and be a part
of the national team,”
selector George
Bailey said in a state-
ment.

“The blend of ex-

perienced players
coupled with new or
returning players will
provide a nice mix for
these subcontinent
tours.” Fast bowlers
Billy Stanlake and
Riley Meredith return
for the Pakistan ODIs,
while spinner Tanveer
Sangha was named in
both 50-over squads.

Meredith will also
remain with the group

for the T20 leg in
Bangladesh.

Travis Head, Coo-
per Connolly, Ben
Dwarshuis and Xavier
Bartlett will join the
squad for the
Bangladesh ODIs af-
ter their Indian Pre-
mier League commit-
ments, replacing
Peake, Stanlake,
Meredith and Matt
Short.

NEWS DESK: Mehidy
Hasan Miraz claimed five
wickets to give
Bangladesh a slender
lead after Pakistan
debutant Azan Awais hit
103 on a rain-hit third
day of the first Test on
Sunday.

Pakistan made 386
all out in response to
Bangladesh’s first in-
nings total of 413 in
Dhaka.

Bangladesh closed
the day on 7-0 in their
second innings to in-
crease their lead to 34
runs, after bad l ight
ended play with
Mahmudul Hasan Joy
unbeaten on two and
Shadman Islam yet to
score.

left-handed Azan,
who resumed on 85,
completed his hundred
off 153 balls to become
the 14th Pakistani and
sixth player overall to
score a century on de-
but against Bangladesh.

He became pace
bowler Taskin Ahmed’s
50th Test wicket after
captain Najmul Hossain
Shanto caught the
opener at slip.

“It’s a very blessed

feeling for me because I
know it’s my debut
match and I performed
really well for my coun-
try,” a visibly moved
Azan said.

“When I was going
in to bat, I was a little
nervous, but I per-
formed very well for my
team.” Pakistan lost
wickets at regular inter-
vals but kept coming
back as Abdullah Fazal,
another debutant,
scored 60, Salman Agha
made 58 and Mohammad
Rizwan chipped in with
59.

Rizwan and Agha
made 119 for the sixth
wicket, one of three cen-
tury partnerships for the
visitors,  before rain
wiped out a large portion
of the afternoon ses-
sion.

The pitch offered
more assistance to the
spinners when play re-
sumed and Mehidy ex-
ploited the conditions to
perfection, with Pakistan
bowled out in 100.3
overs.

Mehidy, who
bowled 38 overs of his
off-spin, was rewarded

for his patience.
“On a true wicket

like this, as a spinner, my
mindset is that I will not
get help from the pitch
in the first three days,”
Miraz said.

“If I bowl in good
areas and the batter
makes a mistake, then I
have a chance of taking
wickets. My job was to
make sure I did not con-
cede runs from one end.”

“In the second in-
nings, I will come as an
attacking bowler when
the ball is turning,” he
said.

from Hannibal Mejbri’s
inventive flick to keep
the fight for the top five
alive. Everton’s bid for a
place in Europe next sea-
son suffered from failing
again to hold onto a lead
in a 2-2 draw at Crystal
Palace.  The Toffees
twice led at Selhurst
Park through James
Tarkowski and Beto’s
brilliant individual goal.

Ismaila Sarr’s 20th
goal of the season in all
competitions and Jean-
Philippe Mateta levelled
for the Conference
League finalists.

Everton climb to
10th but a five-game
winless run looks to
have cost David Moyes’
men the chance to
qualify for Europe for
the first time in nine
years.
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Afghanistan issued demarche after 15 police personnel martyred in Bannu suicide attack

Justice Aurangzeb calls for encouraging alternative
dispute resolution, says SC to establish mediation centre

NEWS DESK: The For-
eign Office (FO) said on
Monday that the Af-
ghan chargé d’affaires
was summoned and
handed a “strong
demarche” over the sui-
cide attack in Bannu,
which claimed the lives
of 15 police personnel.

In a statement, the
FO said, “The Afghan
chargé d’affaires was
summoned to the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs
today to deliver a strong
demarche regarding the
cowardly vehicle-borne
improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) attack carried
out by terrorists of Fitna
al Khawarij on the Fateh
Khel police post in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Bannu District on May
9.”

Fitna al Khawarij is
a term the state uses for
terrorists belonging to
the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan, while
Fitna al Hindustan is a
term designated by the
state for terrorist
organisations in
Balo-chistan.

“The ministry con-
veyed that a detailed in-
vestigation into the in-
cident, along with evi-
dence collected and
technical intelligence,
indicates that the attack
was masterminded by
terrorists residing in Af-

NEWS DESK: Justice
Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb has called
on the judiciary to en-
courage alternative dis-
pute resolution (ADR)
and detailed the Su-
preme Court’s ongoing
efforts to establish a
mediation centre.

In remarks aired on
television on Monday,
the SC judge stressed
the need for mediators
to be referred more
cases, saying, “For that,
the courts have to be
willing to refer cases to
mediation and must
never think that by do-
ing so, they are shying
away from their primary
responsibility of adjudi-
cation.” He noted that,
having already paid law-
yers, parties were reluc-
tant to pay a fee for me-
diators and, therefore,
some mediation centres
had a policy of pro-bono
mediations.

“To encourage par-
ties to go into mediation,
what we have decided
now is to train as many
judges as mediators, and
also officials in the high
court and the Supreme
Court who are law gradu-
ates, who will be willing
to conduct mediation in
their own pay scale,” the
judge said.

Justice Aurangzeb,
along with Lahore High

Court’s Justice Jawad
Hassan, was presenting
a keynote address at the
launch event in
Islamabad of “ADR
ODR International x
ICDRL Peacemakers
Community (AIPC)”,
linked to the Interna-
tional Centre for Dispute
Resolution Lahore
(ICDRL).

Justice Aurangzeb
also said that the SC was
in the process of estab-
lishing a “court-annexed
mediation centre”, with
financial  assistance
from the United Nations
D e v e l o p m e n t
Programme (UNDP).

He highlighted that
the SC now had two ac-
credited, trained media-
tors and that the law min-
istry was start ing a
programme on Monday
to train more mediators.

“By the end of this
year, I hope to take the
number to at least a
dozen, so that parties
who cannot afford to pay
for the mediators are re-
ferred to the mediation
centre, which will be
housed in the Supreme
Court […] for mediation
to be conducted free of
cost,” the judge said.

He further noted,
“When being respon-
sible for choosing law-
yers to be trained as me-
diators, I had to bear in
mind that they had to
represent the entire
spectrum of law, ranging
from banking law, service
law, civil disputes, land
disputes and so on and
so forth.”

Justice Aurangzeb
observed that there was
no shortage of media-
tors in Pakistan, adding

Budget may include income tax relief amid
salary, pension freeze

NEWS DESK: The
government is consider-
ing reducing the income
tax burden on salaried
individuals while refrain-
ing from increasing sala-
ries and pensions in the
upcoming budget, aim-
ing to provide equitable
fiscal relief to both pub-
lic and private sector
employees.

Informed sources
told Dawn that Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb has ex-
pressed a desire to lower
tax rates and, if possible,
raise the taxable income
threshold for the salaried
class in recognition of
their significant contri-
bution to revenue gen-
eration compared to re-
tailers, wholesalers, ex-
porters, and real estate
players.

On the other hand,
the government may
keep salaries and pen-
sions uncha-nged at
current levels, using the
resulting fiscal savings
to provide tax relief in-
stead.

“There is no reason
to increase salaries if it
pushes employees into
hig-her taxable income
brackets, leaving gov-
ernment employees with
little to no increase in
take-home pay,” an offi-
cial said. He added that
with lower tax rates and
higher taxable income

LHC accepts Maryam's plea
seeking return of bail surety in

Chaudhry Sugar Mills case
NEWS DESK:  The
Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Monday al-
lowed an application
filed by Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
seeking the return of
Rs70 million deposited
as surety for bail in the
Chaudhry Sugar Mills
case.

The case by the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) pertains
to alleged money laun-
dering and income be-
yond means via “dubi-
ous” business transac-
tions of the Chaudhry
Sugar Mills, of which
Maryam was a major
shareholder.

At the outset of the
hearing, a NAB deputy
prosecutor submitted an
affidavit to an LHC full
bench about the with-
drawal of its plea before
the Federal Constitu-
tional Court (FCC) chal-
lenging directives for
the closure of the
Chaudhry Sugar Mills

investigation against
Maryam.

At this, Chief Jus-
tice Aalia Neelum, who
headed the bench, ac-
cepted Maryam’s appli-
cation with instructions
to the registrar’s office
to return the surety
amount.

Justice Muhammad
Jawad Zafar and Justice
Abher Gul Khan were
the other members of the
bench.

The chief minister,
through her counsel
Javed Arshad, had filed
the application after an
accountability court in
March allowed a NAB
request for the closure
of the investigation
against her.

The accountability
court had declared that
Maryam may withdraw
her surety bond of Rs70
million furnished against
the post-arrest  bail
granted to her in the
case. The NAB had filed
the case termination ap-

plication following a
February 4 directive from
the LHC to place a ter-
mination report before
the accountability court
for the closure of the in-
vestigation as required
under the law.

A NAB team had
arrested Maryam in con-
nection with the case on
Aug 8, 2019 when she
was present at the Kot
Lakhpat jail  on her
weekly visit to her incar-
cerated father, Nawaz
Sharif.

On Nov 4, 2019, the
LHC released Maryam in
the case on bail, subject
to surrendering her pass-
port to the court. She
was also ordered to de-
posit a surety amount of
Rs70m with the judicial
registrar of the court.

In October 2022, the
LHC directed officials to
return the passport to
Maryam after the NAB
said it did not require the
travel document any-
more.

KP CM Afridi decries
decisions made behind closed
doors during visit to Bannu

that they were “experts
in different fields”.

“You cannot be ex-
pecting mediators to
work pro bono,” he said,
emphasising that media-
tion was a “very lucra-
tive part of the profes-
sion”. However, Justice
Aurangzeb also warned
against the “counterpro-
ductive effect” of refer-
ring cases to mediation,
with mediation becom-
ing a “time-consuming
device”.

He contended,
“The experiment of man-
datory mediation can
start  off with a few
laws.” While asserting
that mediations will be
more common in Paki-
stan, Justice Aurangzeb
said, “But we are at the
nascent stage. Do re-
member: our journey
started in 2022. In

Turkiye, it started in
2013 and by 2022, they
had three million cases
decided through a pro-
cess of mediation.”

He highlighted that
the figure for Turkiye
was now at a staggering
9m. “Alternative dispute
resolution mechanisms
have to be adopted to
address this issue,” he
asserted.

Speaking about the
SC’s planned mediation
centre, he recalled, “The
chief justice was very
reluctant to give me the
best space in the SC for
this purpose. The media-
tion centre has to be
nice, it has to have a nice
view. People have to
come there and be com-
fortable.

“So I have taken the
nicest view overlooking
Constitution Avenue,”
he added. The judge ex-
plained that this was in-
spired by his visit to
Turkiye’s chamber of
commerce, where he was
told that the mediation
room with a scenic view
of the Bosphorus had
more successful media-
tions than the one with
a dull view.

SC’s former senior
puisne judge Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah has
previously repeatedly
called for adopting the
ADR mechanism.

thresholds, government
employees would re-
main net beneficiaries
even without a salary in-
crease. “Gov-ernment
employees would not be
worse off financially.
That is neither the idea
nor the intention,” he
said.

Government sala-
ries have increased by

more than 60 per cent
over the past four years,
while private sector
wages have generally
stagnated amid high in-
flation and lower eco-
nomic growth. The offi-
cial said the tax policy of-
fice and some indepen-
dent consultancy firms
were working on various

proposals to be dis-
cussed with the IMF
mission during budget
consultations begin-
ning on May 15.

During this fiscal
year, salaried class paid
more than double the
real estate taxes; even
higher than the com-
bined revenue from
wholesalers, retailers

and exporters
In addition, the de-

velopment programme
may be reduced further
to a skeleton allocation,
although final decisions
on income tax, salaries,
and development
spending will become
clearer during discus-
sions with the IMF.

Last year, the federal
government incurred an
additional burden of
more than Rs170 billion
due to increases in sala-
ries and pensions, while
the provincial impact
was more than double.
An official noted even
part of this amount could
significantly reduce per-
sonal income tax burden.

The salaried class
reportedly paid more
than Rs425bn in taxes
during the first three
quarters of the current
fiscal year — more than
double the real estate
sector’s contribution of
about Rs200bn, and sig-
nificantly higher than the
combined revenue from

wholesalers, retailers,
and exporters. The sala-
ried class has not only
contributed the largest
share of revenue but has
also faced rising house-
hold expenses due to in-
flation, particularly after
the onset of the Middle
East crisis.

However, the offi-
cial clarified that salary
increases for PSDP-re-
lated employees, already
notified by the govern-
ment last month, would
remain protected. After a
four-year gap, the gov-
ernment last month ap-
proved a 20 to 35pc in-
crease in the minimum
salaries of employees
working on development
projects funded through
the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme
(PSDP), effective from
July 1, 2026. Their pay
packages were last re-
vised on April 1, 2022.

Unlike other gov-
ernment employees,
PSDP project employees
previously faced cuts of
up to 28pc in annual in-
crements and 14pc in
maximum salaries, ac-
cording to an office
memorandum issued by
the finance ministry.
During the same period,
salaries of all other gov-
ernment employees, in-
cluding those in finance
ministry, increased by
more than 60pc.

NEWS DESK: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi on
Monday decried deci-
sions taken behind
closed doors, saying
that the provincial gov-
ernment would oppose
those decisions that
went against peace in
the province and the
people’s interests.

He made the re-
marks during a visit to
Bannu, after 15 police
personnel were
martyred and three sus-
tained injuries after a
suicide attack on the
Fateh Khel police post.

According to a

statement issued by the
CM House, Afridi met
the families of the
martyred police person-
nel and also offered
Fateha.

The statement said
that he also visited the
hospital to inquire about
the health of the injured
personnel and directed
officials to provide them
with the best possible
healthcare facilities.

The statement
quoted Afridi as saying
that the KP police had
shown bravery and cour-
age against terrorism.
He said that the people
of the province had to

stand up for their rights,
otherwise the “imposed
circumstances” would
continue to prevail.

“We have been
continuously saying
that terrorists are again
rearing their heads, but
decisions behind closed
doors have been im-
posed on us for the last
78 years,” he lamented,
adding that the imposed
policies had “pushed the
province into a quagmire
of unrest”.

“We have made im-
mense sacrifices [in the
fight] against terrorism.
Further unrest is unac-
ceptable,” he asserted.

ghanistan,” the FO said.
“ R e i t e r a t i n g

Pakistan’s grave con-
cern over the continued
use of Afghan soil for
terrorist attacks against
Pakistan, it was im-
pressed upon the Af-
ghan side that Pakistan
reserves the right to re-
spond decisively
against the perpetrators
of this barbaric act,” the

statement added.
It was also high-

lighted that the contin-
ued presence of various
terrorist organisations
on Afghan soil, and the
permissive environment
enabling their opera-
tions, were documented
in reports by the United
Nations Monitoring
Team and other interna-
tional organisations.

“The fight against
terrorism is a common
cause, and the Afghan
Taliban must honour
their commitment not to
allow their territory to be
used for terrorism
against  other coun-
tries,” the FO said.

It stated that Paki-
stan had repeatedly
urged the Afghan
Taliban regime to take

concrete and verifiable
action against Fitna al
Khawarij , Fitna al
Hindustan, and ISKP/
Daesh elements operat-
ing from Afghan soil.

“Pakistan has also
constructively engaged
with the Afghan Taliban
regime through several
rounds of talks mediated
by brotherly and
friendly countries. How-

ever, the Afghan Taliban
have consistently failed
to commit to, or deliver,
meaningful and verifi-
able action against these
terrorist outfits,” the
statement said.

“The Afghan
Taliban regime has also
been categorically in-
formed that, if it contin-
ues to harbour these ter-
rorist organisations, Pa-

kistan will not compro-
mise on its national se-
curity or on the safety
and protection of its citi-
zens,” the FO con-
cluded.

At least 15 police
officers were martyred
and three others
wounded late on Satur-
day night after terrorists
rammed an explosives-
laden vehicle into Fateh
Khel police post in
Bannu, followed by at-
tacks from multiple direc-
tions with heavy weap-
onry and drones.

Bannu Regional Po-
lice Officer (RPO) Sajjad
Khan confirmed that a
total of 18 police person-
nel were on duty at the
post when it was at-
tacked. The initial as-
sault began when terror-
ists drove a vehicle filled
with explosives into the
post. Following the mas-
sive blast , mili tants
opened heavy fire and
launched a multi-
pronged ground attack,
according to authorities.
“Fifteen were martyred
and three sustained in-
juries,” the RPO said.

A senior administra-
tion official in Bannu
told AFP the assailants
also used quadcopters
during the assault.

Recent Pak-Afghan
ties There has been a re-
surgence in terrorism in

Pakistan since the Af-
ghan Taliban returned to
power in Kabul in 2021.

Islamabad has re-
peatedly urged the
Taliban administration
to dismantle terrorist
sanctuaries on Afghan
soil, particularly those
linked to the banned
TTP. Officials say those
appeals have gone un-
heeded.

Operation Ghazab
lil-Haq was launched on
the night of February 26,
following unprovoked
firing by the Afghan
Taliban from across the
border. From March 18 to
23, Pakistan observed a
five-day temporary
pause in the operation
on the occasion of Eidul
Fitr, with the FO later
saying it would con-
tinue “until its objec-
tives are achieved”.

De-escalation re-
quests from Saudi
Arabia,  Qatar and
Turkiye were part of the
reasons behind the
pauses announced by
both sides, according to
their respective state-
ments. In early March,
Chief of Defence Forces
and Chief of Army Staff
Field Marshal Asim
Munir had said that
peace between Pakistan
and Afghanistan could
only prevail  if the
Taliban regime.


