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Balochistan Issues Can Be Solved Through Political
Dialogue, Says Governor

Pakistan to face growing health risk as international
funding to health sector continues to decline: report

Ali Hamza,
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has said that
the issues facing Balochistan
can only be resolved through
dialogue, mutual understand-
ing, and democratic engage-
ment, stressing that peace and
stability are possible only un-
der the Constitution of Paki-
stan.

Speaking to journalists af-
ter inaugurating a Japanese cal-
endar exhibition in Quetta on
Tuesday, the governor said
lasting solutions cannot come
through conflict but through
meaningful negotiations and
political wisdom.

“We are trying to create
an environment where prob-
lems can be solved through
talks and understanding,” he
said, adding that all discussions
must remain within constitu-
tional boundaries.

Governor Mandokhail said
every nation goes through dif-
ficult phases, but challenges
can be overcome with pa-
tience, unity, and collective ef-
forts.

He expressed confidence
that the people of Balochistan
want peace, progress, eco-
nomic opportunities, and a
stable future for the province.

Government Focused on
Investment and Development
in Balochistan  Highlighting the
province’s economic potential,
the governor said the govern-
ment is working to provide a
safe and investor-friendly en-

PM Shehbaz, Azerbaijan's President Aliyev
discuss peace efforts in Mideast: PMO

NEWS DESK:

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday discussed regional de-
velopments and peace efforts re-
garding the Middle East conflict
with Azerbaijan’s President Ilham
Aliyev.

NEWS DESK:

As international funding to
Pakistan’s health sector contin-
ues to decline and major foreign
donors are set to completely sus-
pend grants by 2030, the country
faces serious health risks unless
urgent steps are taken by the
government, it emerged on Tues-
day.

These are the findings of a
report published last week, titled
“Beyond Dependence: Under-
standing the Impact of ODA Cuts
on Pakistan’s Health System”.
The report, prepared by think
tank Tabadlab, is authored by
Behzad Taimur, Shahab Siddiqi
and Syeda Farwa Qamar Jaffri and
discusses the impact of declin-
ing Official Development Assis-
tance (ODA) on Pakistan.

ODA refers to grants and
concessional loans provided by
governments and international
agencies to support economic
development and welfare in low-
and middle-income countries.

The report finds that shrink-

ing foreign assistance can
threaten disease control
programmes, immunisation ef-
forts, and institutional capacity
across the country. Once fund-
ing stops, it may significantly af-
fect district-level monitoring,
community outreach interven-
tions, diagnostic testing capac-
ity,  and workforce training
programmes.

According to the report, glo-

bal ODA flows have been declin-
ing since 2019, with a sharper de-
cline in recent years. Total global
ODA dropped from $215 billion
in 2024 to $174.3bn in 2025 — a
decrease of 23 per cent — and
may further decline in coming
years. The report warns that re-
ductions in global health financ-
ing can have devastating conse-
quences worldwide. Estimates
suggest aid cuts may contribute
to approximately 22.6m additional
deaths globally by 2030, includ-
ing 5.4m children under the age
of five.

Country burdened by weak
health indicators

The report paints a bleak pic-

ture of Pakistan’s health out-
comes, describing the country as
burdened by both communicable
and non-communicable diseases.

Tuberculosis, diabetes, car-
diovascular illnesses, malaria,
HIV-AIDS and child health com-
plications continue to strain the
healthcare system. Despite mod-
est gains in life expectancy, Paki-
stan still lags behind regional
countries on several key indica-

vironment to attract interna-
tional businesses and develop-
ment partners.He noted that
Balochistan’s rich mineral re-
sources and strategic impor-
tance have drawn the atten-
tion of global investors, includ-
ing China and Japan.

Japan Praised for Contin-
ued Support to Pakistan and
Balochistan

Governor Mandokhail also
appreciated Japan’s
longstanding support for Paki-
stan, especially during humani-
tarian crises and natural disas-

ters.
He acknowledged Japa-

nese assistance in sectors such
as  education, healthcare, and
technical training.

During the event, Syed
Nadeem Shah said Japan re-
mains committed to supporting

development projects in the
province.

He shared that the Japa-
nese government has commit-
ted $300 million to the Reko
Diq copper and gold mining
project.

Japanese Cultural Exhibi-

tion Draws Public Interest
The Japanese calendar

exhibition in Quetta attracted
a large number of visitors, with
people from different back-
grounds appreciating the cul-
tural artwork and displays pre-
sented during the event.

tors, it said.
Life expectancy in Pakistan

stands at 68 years, nearly four
years below the South Asian av-
erage. Infant mortality remains
among the highest in the region
at 50.1 deaths per 1,000 live births
— more than double the rates ob-
served in Bangladesh and Nepal.

Low public health spending
One of the report’s central

findings is that Pakistan contin-
ues to under-invest in public
healthcare despite rising health
demands. Total health expendi-
ture amounts to only 2.9pc of
GDP, far below international
benchmarks and lower than the
South Asian average of 4pc.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (PMO), the two leaders held
a phone call on Tuesday to dis-
cuss peace efforts in the region,
while also reaffirming the bilateral
ties between the two countries.

The two leaders exchanged
greetings and reaffirmed the
“strong fraternal bonds of friend-
ship” between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan. The prime minister
conveyed his best wishes to
President Aliyev for the success
of the upcoming World Urban
Forum, which will be held in Baku
next week, the statement said.

He expressed confidence
that under Azerbaijan’s steward-
ship, the forum would serve as a
“valuable platform for advancing
the global urban development
agenda”. The premier also ex-
pressed his regrets that pressing
commitments would make him
unable to personally attend the
forum, but noted that he had en-
sured that Pakistan would be well-
represented at the event.

According to the PMO, the
two leaders “expressed satisfac-
tion on the positive trajectory of
bilateral relations, while reiterat-
ing their shared commitment to
deepening cooperation across
areas of mutual interest includ-
ing trade and investment, energy,
and people-to-people contacts”.

They also discussed regional
developments of common con-
cern, particularly the ongoing
peace efforts in the Middle East,
it said.

“President Aliyev expressed
his deep appreciation at
Pakistan’s remarkably successful
initiatives to bring about a
ceasefire between Iran and the
US. This was a clear reflection of
the trust and confidence of the
international community in Paki-
stan and its leadership,” the state-
ment highlighted.

The two leaders agreed to
maintain close contact and looked
forward to meeting in person later
this year, according to the state-
ment. The prime minister also re-
iterated his cordial invitation to
President Aliyev to undertake an
official visit to Pakistan at his ear-
liest convenience.

In a separate statement on
X, PM Shehbaz said that he was
“pleased” to have spoken with
the Azerbaijani president.

“I deeply appreciate Presi-

dent Aliyev’s kind words regard-
ing Pakistan’s sincere efforts to
advance peace, dialogue, and di-
plomacy in the region,” he said.

Pakistan remains engaged in
mediation efforts between the
United States and Iran, even as
military pressure and fears of re-
newed confrontation continue to

shape the crisis.
While a deal for a complete

end to the war is yet to happen,
the hostilities have been largely
ceased since the two sides agreed
on a Pakistan-brokered ceasefire
on April 8.

Following the ceasefire, a
first round of historic direct US-
Iran talks was held in Islamabad
on April 11 and 12, with Pakistan
playing the role of a mediator. The
talks had ended without an agree-
ment, but also without a break-
down.

With challenges in conven-
ing a second round, Islamabad
has shifted back to its role as a
facilitator and go-between.

In November of last year, the
premier held a bilateral meeting
with Aliyev at the Presidential
Palace in Baku, while on a two-
day official visit to Azerbaijan at
the president’s invitation.

At the time, he extended an
invitation to Aliyev to visit Paki-
stan, which the PMO said was
“graciously accepted”.

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail, former Chief Minister Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch, and the Honorary
Consul General of Japan Syed Nadeem Shah inaugurate the Japanese Calendar Exhibition in Quetta.
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Purpose Over Profession
By: Asfandyar Khan
In a world often
driven by titles and ca-
reer choices, some sto-
ries remind us that true
meaning lies not in
what we become—
but in how we serve.

This is a story of
two individuals in very
different settings, con-
nected by a single
thread: purpose.

The first moment
unfolded in a hospital
corridor. A visitor, on
the way to see a rela-
tive in the ICU, no-
ticed a woman lying
still, her breathing faint
and uncertain.

The atmosphere
around her felt final.
Yet, hours later, every-
thing had changed.
She was alive—stabi-
lized—because a doc-
tor chose persistence
over surrender. It was
a quiet but powerful
reminder of the role
healthcare profession-
als play every day:
standing between life
and loss.

Days later, in a
completely different
environment, that
same sense of purpose
appeared again—this
time in a rural class-
room.

In a small village
school, Mr. Mumtaz, a
former MIS Assistant,
has been redefining
what it means to be an
educator since 2021.
Teaching in a modest
setup within a
madrasa, he now

reaches more than
450 students, balanc-
ing multiple grade lev-
els while also contrib-
uting to a UNICEF-
supported Digital IT
program.

But beyond
numbers lies a
deeper impact

In 2026, for the
first time in the
village’s history, 16 stu-

dents—10 girls and 6
boys—sat for their
matriculation exams.
In a region where
girls’ education often
faces barriers, this
milestone carries par-

ticular significance.
With no local high
school available, stu-
dents rely heavily on
his guidance. He con-
ducts practice exams
at home, ensures thor-

ough preparation, and
emphasizes integrity in
a system where short-
cuts are common.

His approach is
both practical and
thoughtful. Aware of

cultural sensitivities
around mixed class-
rooms, he has intro-
duced simple arrange-
ments to ensure girls
can continue their edu-
cation without resis-

tance. Among his stu-
dents are his own
daughters—three of
the girls appearing for
exams this year.

His vision extends
beyond the present.
He hopes to see a high
school, even a college,
established in the vil-
lage—an aspiration
rooted in the belief that
education can trans-
form entire communi-
ties.

These two mo-
ments—one in a hos-
pital, the other in a
classroom—highlight
a shared truth.
Whether it is a doctor
saving lives in critical
moments or a teacher
shaping futures over
time, both reflect the
same underlying
force: commitment to
others.In a country
facing ongoing chal-
lenges in healthcare
access and educa-
tional equity, such in-
dividuals represent
more than personal
dedication. They em-
body the kind of im-
pact that drives real
change at the commu-
nity level.

Their stories raise
a simple but important
reflection: perhaps
purpose is not defined
by profession, but by
intention.And in that
realization lies some-
thing powerful—not
regret for paths not
taken, but clarity about
how to move forward
on the one we have.

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A devastating hail-
storm accompanied
by powerful winds
has caused wide-
spread destruction
across Qila Saifullah
district in Balochistan,
damaging more than 7
million  fruit trees and
affecting nearly
18,000 farmers and
landowners.
     The storm struck
on April 18, severely
impacting one of the
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused extensive
damage to orchards,
agricultural land, and
seasonal crops, par-
ticularly apple, apricot,
and grape farms that
form the backbone of
the local economy.
Farmers say years of
hard work and invest-
ment were wiped out
within minutes as hail
and strong winds tore
through villages and
farming areas across
the district.

Local growers
have described the
situation as cata-
strophic, warning that
many families may
struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-
mains the primary
source of income for
a large portion of Qila
Saifullah’s population,
and the destruction of
fruit orchards is ex-
pected to have long-
term economic conse-
quences for the re-
gion.

Residents and
farming communities

have expressed frus-
tration over delays in
relief and compensa-
tion efforts.

Many affected
farmers claim that of-
ficial assessment and
rehabilitation mea-
sures have been slow
despite the scale of

destruction.
Calls are growing

for the provincial and
federal governments
to announce emer-
gency compensation
packages, interest-
free agricultural loans,
and recovery support
for affected communi-

ties.
Farmers and local

representatives are
also demanding resto-
ration of damaged ir-
rigation systems and
the introduction of
crop insurance
mechanisms to help
rural communities re-

cover from climate-
related disasters.

They argue that
without urgent inter-
vention, the crisis
could deepen poverty
and unemployment
across the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm has once

again highlighted the
vulnerability of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather events.

Experts warn that
climate-related disas-
ters, including hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash floods, are be-

coming increasingly
frequent in the prov-
ince, placing additional
pressure on farmers
already struggling with
limited infrastructure
and rising production
costs.

Analysts say
stronger disaster man-

agement systems, cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies, and
faster emergency re-
sponse mechanisms
are essential to protect
rural livelihoods and
ensure long-term sta-
bility in Balochistan’s
farming sector.
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WHO chief says 'work not over' after
hantavirus evacuation

Doha, Ankara support Pakistan’s mediation efforts to end
US-Israeli war on Iran: Qatari PM

'Children paying intolerable price': UN condemns
child death toll from Israel's West Bank operations

FO terms report claiming Pakistan allowed
Iranian military aircraft to park at

airbase as 'misleading and sensationalised'

03

NEWS DESK: World
Health Organisation
(WHO) chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said on Tuesday “our
work is not over” to con-
tain hantavirus after
evacuations from a
cruise ship hit by a
deadly outbreak of the
illness.

The fate of the MV
Hondius sparked inter-
national alarm after three
passengers died in an
outbreak of the rare vi-
rus, for which no vac-
cines or specific treat-
ments exist.

Yet health officials
stressed that the global
public health risk was
low and rejected com-
parisons to the start of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“There is no sign
that we are seeing the
start of a larger out-
break,” Tedros told a
joint news conference in
Madrid with Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez.

“But of course the
situation could change,
and given the long incu-
bation period of the vi-
rus, it’s possible we
might see more cases in
the coming weeks,”

New Israeli law sets military tribunal for
Hamas fighters linked to October 7 attack

Tedros said.
More than 120 pas-

sengers and crew on the
MV Hondius were flown
out from Spain’s Canary
Islands on Sunday and
Monday, and countries
adopted different health
measures for their re-
turning evacuees.

Most countries fol-
lowed the WHO’s
guidelines, which in-
clude a 42-day quaran-
tine and constant moni-
toring of high-risk con-
tacts. But in the United
States,  Jay
Bhattacharya, acting di-
rector of the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-

vention (CDC), said
American passengers
would not necessarily
be quarantined.

“I hope they (coun-
tries) will follow the ad-
vice and recommenda-
tions we are making,”
Tedros said in Madrid.

The MV Hondius
presented diplomatic
challenges as different
countries negotiated
over who would receive
it and treat its passen-
gers.

Cape Verde refused
to receive the ship,
which remained an-
chored offshore the capi-
tal Praia as three people

were evacuated to Eu-
rope by air last week.

Spain allowed the
vessel to anchor off the
Canary Islands for the
evacuation of passen-
gers and crew on Sun-
day and Monday, but
the Atlantic
archipelago’s regional
government fiercely op-
posed the measure.

Defending his
government’s policy,
Sanchez said the “world
does not need more self-
ishness or more fear.
What it needs are coun-
tries that show solidar-
ity and want to step for-
ward”.

NEWS DESK: Qatari
Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani
supported Pakistan’s
mediation efforts in end-
ing the US-Israeli war on
Iran, in a press confer-
ence with Turkiye’s For-
eign Minister Hakan
Fidan, according to Al
Jazeera.

Sheikh Mohammed
said the two countries
discussed the “dire cir-
cumstances” in the
Middle East because of
the US-Israel war on
Iran, with the Strait of
Hormuz crisis limiting
“freedom of maritime
movement”.

Turkiye’s Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan re-
iterated Ankara’s strong
support for Pakistan’s
mediation efforts.

The Hormuz crisis
has had a “dire” impact
on the world, he said,
stressing that the war
needs to end for this rea-
son, among others, ac-
cording to Al Jazeera.

The waterway has
been “used as a weapon
in this war”, exacting
harsh repercussions on
Gulf states, specifically
economic, Qatar’s prime
minister added.

Fidan also con-
demned Israel’s “expan-
sion policies” in Leba-
non and Gaza, decrying
the impact on civilian
lives. Qatar’s leader also
condemned ongoing Is-
raeli attacks on Lebanon
and Gaza,  saying
Turkiye has emerged as
a “leading partner” in
these key regional is-
sues.  Sheikh
Mohammed said that
Qatar would continue

consulting Gulf states to
restore regional peace,
and that regional issues
should be resolved with
Iran via diplomacy.
Backdoor negotiations
must continue to bring
about the end of the US-
Israel war on Iran, he
said, according to Al
Jazeera.

Iran could enrich
uranium to weapons-
grade Iranian parliamen-
tary spokesman Ebrahim
Rezaei said on Tuesday
that the country could

enrich uranium up to
90% purity, a level con-
sidered weapons-grade,
if Iran is attacked again.

"One of Iran's op-
tions in the event of an-
other attack could be
90% enrichment. We will
review it in the parlia-
ment," Rezaei, who is
spokesperson for the
parliamentary national
security and foreign
policy commission,
posted on X. Last June,
Trump said Iran's nuclear
facilities were "obliter-

ated" by US and Israeli
strikes during a 12-day
war, severely limiting
Iran's capacity to enrich
uranium.

The fate of around
400kg of uranium en-
riched to 60% remains
unclear. US intelligence
assessments suggest
Tehran's nuclear
programme will not be
significantly impeded
unless that highly en-
riched uranium (HEU)
stockpile is removed or
destroyed. The nuclear

issue has been a key
point of contention in
talks between the US and
Iran to end the conflict
that began in late Febru-
ary.  Tehran wants
nuclear topics dis-
cussed at a later stage,
while Washington de-
mands Iran should move
its highly enriched ura-
nium stockpile abroad
and renounce domestic
enrichment.

'No alternative' but
to accept proposal

Speaker of the Ira-

nian Parliament
Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf said that the US
had no alternative but to
"accept the rights of the
Iranian people as laid out
in the 14-point pro-
posal." "The longer they
drag their feet, the more
American taxpayers will
pay for it ." Earlier,
Ghalibaf said that the
Iranian armed forces
were "ready to deliver a
well-deserved response
to any aggression." "We
are prepared for all op-

NEWS DESK: Israel’s
parliament passed a law
late on Monday estab-
lishing a military tribunal
to try hundreds of Pal-
estinian fighters linked
to the October 7, 2023
attack on Israel.

The surprise attack,
led by elite “Nukhba”
force fighters from the
Palestinian group
Hamas, killed at least
1,200 people. The fight-
ers also took 251 hos-
tages back to Gaza.

Israel responded by
launching an assault on
the enclave that killed
more than 72,000 Pales-
tinians, mostly civilians,
and left much of Gaza in
ruins. Israel has been
holding an estimated
200-300 fighters — the
precise number is clas-
sified — captured in Is-
rael during the attack,
who have not yet been
charged.

The special military
court established by the
law, to be presided over
by a three-judge panel in
Jerusalem, could also try
others captured later in
Gaza and suspected of
participating in the at-
tack, or of having held
or abused Israeli hos-
tages.

The new law was
backed by a wide major-
ity 93 of the Knesset’s
120 lawmakers, in a rare
show of Israeli political
unity.

Lawmakers from
both the governing coa-
lition and the opposition
authored the bill, meant
to ensure all assailants
are brought to justice
under existing Israeli
criminal statutes for
what it describes as
crimes against the Jew-
ish people,  crimes
against humanity and
war crimes.

Proceedings will be
public, with major hear-
ings broadcast l ive.
While defendants will
attend only key hearings
in person and all others
by video, surviving vic-
tims will be allowed in-
person access, accord-
ing to the new law.

Ya’ara Mordecai, an
international law expert
at Yale Law School, said
the new law raised some
concerns about due pro-

cess, given the military
court setting, as well as
a risk of atrocity pro-
ceedings turning into
politicised or symbolic
“show trials”.

Knesset member
Yulia Malinovsky, one of
the bil l’s authors,
claimed that the legisla-
tion ensures a fair and
lawful trial. “They will be
sentenced by Israel’s
judges, not by the street
or by what we all feel,”
Malinovsky said before
the vote.

“At the end of the
day, what makes us great
is our spirit, our resil-
ience, ability to cope and
withstand this immense
pain.” Option of capital
punishment Israel’s pe-
nal code includes capi-
tal punishment for some
of the charges. If handed
down, a death sentence

would trigger an auto-
matic appeal on behalf of
the defendant, accord-
ing to the new law.

The last person ex-
ecuted in Israel was
Adolf Eichmann, an ar-
chitect of the Nazi Holo-
caust, hanged in 1962 af-
ter being captured in Ar-
gentina by Israeli
agents. Military courts
in the occupied West
Bank can sentence Pal-
estinian convicts to
death but have never
done so. A separate law
passed by Israel in
March, making death by
hanging a default sen-
tence for Palestinians
convicted in military
courts of deadly attacks,
drew criticism at home
and abroad and is ex-
pected to be struck
down by the Supreme
Court.

tions; they will be sur-
prised."

Israel deployed Iron
Dome batteries, person-
nel to UAE during war
on Iran The US ambas-
sador to the UN, Mike
Waltz, said Israel sent
Iron Dome missile de-
fence batteries and Is-
raeli troops to the United
Arab Emirates to help it
defend against Iranian
strikes, according to Al
Jazeera. Waltz first com-
mented on Monday and
was quoted by Israel
Hayom newspaper as
saying, “We saw the
UAE make use of the
Iron Dome provided to
it by Israel.”

US Ambassador to
Israel Mike Huckabee
confirmed Waltz’s com-
ments today at an event.

“I’d like to say a
word of appreciation for
United Arab Emirates,
the first Abraham accord
member,” Huckabee said
at the Tel Aviv Confer-
ence.  “Just look at the
benefits. Israel just sent
them Iron Dome batter-
ies and personnel to
help operate them.”

Huckabee added
he’s “very optimistic”
additional countries in
the Middle East will
soon join the Abraham
Accords, the 2020 diplo-
matic recognition deal
that also included
Bahrain for formal rela-
tions with Israel, accord-
ing to Al Jazeera. UAE
won’t resume full gas
production until next
year due to Iranian at-
tacks

The United Arab
Emirates’s main gas-pro-
cessing complex, which
was hit in Iranian attacks

during the war, will not
reach its full production
capacity again until next
year,  Al Jazeera re-
ported.

ADNOC Gas said
the Habshan site, which
is one of the world’s larg-
est gas production facili-
ties and supplies gas
across the UAE, is now
operating at 60%capac-
ity and “the company is
currently working to-
wards achieving 80%
restoration by the end of
2026 with full capacity
restored in 2027”.

In a statement shar-
ing its first-quarter re-
sults, the company re-
ported $1.1bn in net in-
come, a 15% decrease
compared with the same
quarter last year.

The drop was
caused by “increased
regional uncertainty and
difficult market condi-
tions” as the energy
sector faces major dis-
ruption because Iran
blockades the Strait of
Hormuz, ADNOC said,
as per Al Jazeera.

Israel warns citizens
of ‘intimidation mes-
sages’ allegedly sent by
Iran Israel National
Cyber Directorate said
“intimidation mes-
sages” have been sent
to citizens’ phones over
the last few hours that
are meant to “create
panic and undermine the
sense of security,” ac-
cording to Al Jazeera.

“This is a familiar in-
fluence attempt in the
digital space: threaten-
ing, dramatic or stress-
ful messages sent di-
rectly to citizens and try-
ing to make them act out
of fear.

NEWS DESK: The
United Nations con-
demned on Tuesday the
toll from “escalating” Is-
raeli military operations
and settler attacks in the
occupied West Bank on
children, with 70 Pales-
tinian children killed
since the start of 2025.

“Children are pay-
ing an intolerable price
for escalating military
operations and settler at-
tacks across the occu-
pied West Bank, includ-
ing East Jerusalem,” UN
children’s agency
spokesman James Elder
told reporters.

Since the start of
2025, when Israel began
a large-scale military op-
eration in the West Bank,
“at least one Palestinian
child has been killed on
average every single
week” there, adding that
another 850 children had
been injured during that

period.
“Most of those

killed or wounded were
done by live ammuni-
tion,” he said.

Israeli forces were
responsible for a full 93
per cent of the deaths,
Elder said, highlighting
that the scaled-up mili-
tary operations had
come amid “historic lev-
els of settler attacks”.

According to the
UN, March 2026 saw the
highest number of Pales-
tinians injured by Israeli
settlers in at least 20
years, he pointed out.

“Documented inci-
dents include children
shot, stabbed, children
beaten and children pep-
per-sprayed,” Elder
pointed out.

He stressed that
such incidents were tak-
ing place against the
backdrop of the “steady
dismantling of the con-

ditions children need to
survive and grow”.

“Homes are demol-
ished, education is de-
stroyed, water systems
are attacked, access to
healthcare is obstructed,
movement is restricted,”
he said.

Mass displacement
At the same time,

there has been a dra-
matic spike in the num-
ber of barriers and re-
strictions imposed
across the West Bank,
meaning children in the
Palestinian territory “are
routinely cut off from
schools, from hospitals
and other essential ser-
vices”.

All  of this has
caused mass displace-
ment, with more than
2,500 Palestinians —
1,100 of them children —
displaced in just the first
four months of this year
in the West Bank.

“That surpasses
the total displacement
recorded in 2025,” Elder
pointed out.

Since the war in
Gaza erupted in October
2023, after Hamas’s at-
tack in Israel, violence
has also surged in the
West Bank, which Israel
has occupied since 1967
in contravention of in-
ternational law.

Israeli soldiers or
settlers have killed at
least 1,070 Palestinians,
including many mili-
tants, according to an
AFP tally based on Pal-
estinian Authority fig-
ures.

Official Israeli fig-
ures, meanwhile, show
that at least 46 Israelis,
including soldiers and
civilians,  have been
killed in Palestinian at-
tacks or during Israeli
military operations in the
same period.

NEWS DESK: The For-
eign Office (FO) on
Tuesday termed a report
by an American media
outlet claiming that
Islamabad “quietly al-
lowed” Iranian military
aircraft to park on its air-
fields while playing the
role of a mediator in the
Middle East conflict as
“misleading and
sensationalised”.

Citing US officials,
CBS News had alleged
that days after US Presi-
dent Trump announced

the ceasefire with Iran in
early April, Tehran sent
multiple aircraft to the
Nur Khan Air Base.

“Among the military
hardware was an Iranian
Air Force RC-130, a re-
connaissance and intel-
ligence-gathering vari-
ant of the Lockheed C-
130 Hercules tactical
transport aircraft,” the
report claimed.

In a response is-
sued on Tuesday, the
FO said, “Pakistan cat-
egorically rejects the

CBS News report re-
garding the presence of
Iranian aircraft at Nur
Khan Airbase as mis-
leading and
sensationalised. Such
speculative narratives
appear aimed at under-
mining ongoing efforts
for regional stability and
peace.”

“Following the
ceasefire and during the
init ial  round of the
Islamabad Talks, a num-
ber of aircraft from Iran
and the US arrived in

Pakistan to facilitate the
movement of diplomatic
personnel,  security
teams and administra-
tive staff associated with
the talks process,” it
said.

The FO said that
some aircraft and sup-
port personnel remained
temporarily in Pakistan
in “anticipation of sub-
sequent rounds of en-
gagement.

“Although formal
negotiations have not
yet resumed, senior-
level diplomatic ex-
changes have contin-
ued. In this context, vis-
its by the Iranian foreign
minister to Islamabad
were facilitated through
the existing logistical
and administrative ar-
rangements,” it said.

“The Iranian aircraft
currently parked in Paki-
stan arrived during the
ceasefire period and
bear no linkage whatso-
ever to any military con-
tingency or preservation
arrangement.
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Heavy rain, windstorms may trigger GLOFs in northern areas: PMD issues alert

Leadership acumen emerged as
decisive catalyst behind strategic success- A

tribute to Pakistan armed forces

CISS hosts launch of book 'Marka-e-Haq' on first
anniversary of Operation Bunyanum Marsoos

Dialogue only way
forward on Kashmir,

says Mehbooba

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department
(PMD)  warned that a
moderate westerly wave
is expected to enter the
upper regions of the
country, raising the risk
of Glacial Lake Outburst

Floods (GLOFs), debris
flows, and flash flooding
in several vulnerable ar-
eas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-
Baltistan.

According to the
PMD advisory,  the
weather system is likely

to affect Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa from to-
day and extend to Gilgit-
Baltistan by tomorrow,
bringing widespread rain
and wind-thunder-
storms to upper parts of
the country. Isolated
heavy rainfall is also ex-

Seminar critically examines issues of Indian foreign
policy doctrine, different state narratives

PTI MNA arrives at
Parliament on

bicycle to protest
surge in petrol prices

Naqvi reviews
Islamabad Safe City
upgradation; chairs

special meeting

pected in mountainous
catchment areas during
the period.

The Met Office
warned that the prevail-
ing weather conditions
could significantly in-
crease the likelihood of
GLOFs and flash floods

in vulnerable regions,
particularly Swat, Lower
Chitral , Dir,  Upper
Hazara, Kohistan, Hoper,
Ghulkin,  Shishper,
Ghizer, Hunza, Nagar,
Ghanche, Shigar, and
Astore. Residents living
in glaciated valleys have

been advised to avoid
staying near riverbanks
and stream beds during
rainfall and remain alert
for sudden changes in
water colour or unusual
sounds in local nullahs
that may indicate debris
movement. The PMD

POLs distributed
among affectees of
Sectors F-14, F-15

ISLAMABAD, May 11
(KMS): Leading strate-
gists, military experts,
diplomats and academ-
ics on Monday warned
that strategic stability in
South Asia was becom-
ing increasingly fragile
amid rapid technological
changes, disinformation
campaigns, unresolved
disputes and what they
described as India’s at-
tempts to normalize lim-
ited warfare under a
nuclear overhang.

The remarks were
made at  a ceremony
hosted by the Centre for
International Strategic
Studies (CISS),
Islamabad, during the
launch of the book
Marka-e-Haq: Deter-
rence, Provocation, and
Strategic Maturity in

South Asia, marking the
first anniversary of Op-
eration Bunyan-um-
Marsoos as part  of
Marka-e-Haq.

The publication
brings together contri-
butions from prominent
scholars, diplomats and
retired military officials,
examining deterrence
stability, crisis manage-
ment, regional security
dynamics and evolving
strategic doctrines in
South Asia. Organizers
described the book as a
timely scholarly effort
aimed at analyzing the
challenges arising from
Indian aggression, esca-
lating military posturing
and shifting regional se-
curity dynamics.

In his opening re-
marks, Ambassador Ali

Sarwar Naqvi, Executive
Director of CISS, said
South Asia’s strategic
environment had be-
come increasingly vola-
tile due to India’s belli-
cose posture and ag-
gressive strategic sig-
naling.

He emphasized the
importance of respon-
sible statecraft, sus-
tained dialogue and
credible deterrence for
preserving regional
peace.

Introducing the
book, editor Dr Zafar
Khan, Executive Direc-
tor of the Balochistan
Think Tank Network,
said the publication
sought to document
evolving patterns of co-
ercion, deterrence and
crisis behavior in South

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Pakistan
Te h r e e k - e - I n s a f
(PTI) Member of the
National Assembly
(MNA) Iqbal Afridi
arrived at Parliament
on a bicycle on Mon-
day in protest against
the latest increase in
petrol prices.

According to re-
ports, the PTI law-
maker staged the
symbolic protest to
highlight

the growing bur-
den of inflation and ris-
ing fuel costs on the
public after the gov-
ernment increased
petrol prices by more
than Rs14 per litre.

With the latest
hike, the price of petrol
has crossed Rs416 per
litre,

triggering criticism
from opposition par-
ties and concerns
among citizens al-
ready struggling with
rising living expenses.

This is not the first
time Iqbal Afridi has
used a bicycle to pro-
test against fuel
prices. In April this
year, the PTI MNA
had also reached Par-

liament on a bicycle
after an earlier in-
crease in petrol rates.
During that protest, he
carried a placard criti-
cizing the government
over inflation and fuel
policies.

Speaking on the
floor of the National
Assembly on a previ-
ous occasion, Afridi
accused the govern-
ment of mishandling
the economy and sup-
pressing opposition
voices.

He claimed that
opposition lawmakers
often face interrup-
tions during speeches,
alleging that micro-
phones and television
coverage are
switched off when
they raise key issues.

The PTI leader
also questioned the
government’s eco-
nomic

decisions, includ-
ing its energy policies,
and demanded an ex-
planation for the
continued rise in infla-
tion and fuel prices.

The latest in-
crease in petrol prices
has intensified political
debate.

also advised people to
move livestock and es-
sential belongings to
safer and elevated loca-
tions and maintain coor-
dination with Commu-
nity-Based Disaster Risk
Management Commit-
tees (CBDRMCs).

JAMMU (INP):
Peoples Democratic
Party President
Mehbooba Mufti has
stressed that there was
no solution to the
Jammu and Kashmir
issue without talks,
saying dialogue be-
tween India and Paki-
stan remains the only
viable roadmap for
peace.

Addressing a
gathering in Poonch,
the PDP chief said her
father, late Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed,
always maintained
that “no matter what
the BJP does, it would
ultimately have to
come to the negotiat-
ing table.”

Taking a dig at the
ruling party,
Mehbooba said,
“Cross-LoC trade and
travel initiatives were
launched during the
PDP-Congress gov-
ernment to boost eco-
nomic activity and re-
duce violence.

“We opened the
Rawalakot route be-
cause we wanted
trade and business to
flourish. Goods would
go from here, and
money would come
from there instead of

guns. But even that
route was shut,” she
said.

The PDP chief
claimed that people of
Pir Panjal and Chenab
Valley suffered the
most after the 2019
constitutional changes,
and accused New
Delhi of ignoring de-
mands for a separate
administrative division
and hill district status
for Mendhar. She also
raised concerns over
unemployment, infla-
tion and discrimination
against poor and tribal
communities, including
Gujjars and
Bakerwals.

Mehbooba urged
youth to stay away
from drugs and con-
test upcoming
panchayat elections.
She further claimed
that “for the last three
months, secret talks
with Pakistan have
been going on quietly
behind the scenes,”
adding that retired dip-
lomats,

retired generals,
and others go to for-
eign countries and sit
with Pakistanis for dis-
cussions despite the
public rhetoric against
dialogue.

Meanwhile, disaster
management authorities
have been directed to
ensure round-the-clock
preparedness and main-
tain active communica-
tion with technical focal
persons in remote val-
leys.

Asia. He noted that the
book highlighted
Pakistan’s strategic re-
straint while examining
risks stemming from
India’s unilateral actions
and disinformation war-
fare.

Delivering the key-
note address, General
Zubair Mahmood Hayat
(Retd.), former Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee, underscored
the importance of strate-
gic maturity and institu-
tional preparedness in
maintaining deterrence
stability. He observed
that future conflicts
would increasingly in-
volve hybrid warfare,
cyber capabilities and
narrative manipulation
alongside conventional
military means.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
On the special directions
of Director General of
Federal Government Em-
ployees Housing Au-
thority (FGEHA), Cap-
tain (Retd.) Zafar Iqbal,
Provisional Offer Letters
(POLs) were formally
distributed among the
affectees of Sectors F-14
and F-15 under the Land
Sharing Basis, bringing
relief and satisfaction to
the stakeholders and
further strengthening
their confidence in the
successful progress of
the housing project.

In this regard, a dig-
nified ceremony was or-
ganized in Sectors F-14
and F-15, Islamabad,
which was attended by
the Deputy Commis-
sioner of the FGEHA,
the Director Land and
other relevant officials.

During the cer-
emony, Provisional Offer
Letters were handed
over to the affectees,
while the officials also
interacted with them and
assured them that the
Housing Authority was
taking all possible mea-
sures to protect their
rights and ensure the
timely resolution of their
issues.

Addressing the cer-
emony, the Deputy Com-

missioner of the Federal
Government Employees
Housing Authority
stated that Sectors F-14
and F-15 were among
the most important resi-
dential projects in the
federal capital.

He further said that
under the directions of
Federal Minister for
Housing and Works Riaz
Hussain Pirzada, Secre-
tary Housing and Works
Captain (Retd.)
Muhammad Mahmood,
and Director General
FGEHA Captain (Retd.)
Zafar Iqbal, the develop-
ment activities in these
sectors were being car-
ried out at an accelerated
pace.

He emphasized that
providing affectees with
their legitimate rights
under the Land Sharing
Basis was among the
top priorities of the
Housing Authority, and
that the distribution of
Provisional Offer Letters
was an important step in
this regard.

He added that prac-
tical measures were con-
tinuously being taken to
resolve the issues of
affectees, promote trans-
parency, restore confi-
dence and ensure the
timely completion of de-
velopment work.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Depart-
ment of International
Relations of MY Uni-
versity, Islamabad, in
collaboration with the
Youth Forum for
Kashmir (YFK), or-
ganized a seminar
"Operation Bunyanum
Marsoos: Analyzing
India’s False Flag Op-
erations and Human
Rights Violations in
IIOJK.”

The seminar was
addressed by promi-
nent scholars, diplo-
mats and defence ana-
lysts.  The main
speakers were former
AJK president Sardar
Masood Khan, Prof.
Dr Jameel Ahmed,
Vice Chancellor of
MY University,
Islamabad, Ghulam
Muhammad Safi, Con-

vener of APHC-AJK,
Dr Khurram Iqbal,
Associate Professor,
QAU, Zaman Bajwa,
Executive Director of
YFK, Air Vice Mar-
shal Prof. Dr. Shamim
Beg, Dean, Faculty of
Basic and Applied Sci-
ence, MY University,
Pro. Dr Muhammad
Munir, Dean Faculty
of Social Sciences,
MY University, and
Dr Waseem Khokhar,
Head of Department
of International Rela-
tions, MY University,
Islamabad.

The seminar fo-
cused on the evolving
human rights situation
in Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK), re-
gional security narra-
tives, and the strategic
dimensions of opera-

tion Bunyanum
Marsoos to engage
students, researchers,
and faculty members
in an informed aca-
demic discussion.

The event criti-
cally examined issues
of Indian foreign
policy doctrine in the
context of Hindutva,
different state narra-
tives, alleged false flag
operations, and their
implications under in-
ternational law and
global diplomacy.

The seminar also
commemorated the
first anniversary of
Operation Bunyanum
Marsoos in accor-
dance with the direc-
tives of the Higher
Education Commis-
sion Pakistan, recog-
nizing national resil-
ience and the contribu-

tions of Pakistan’s
armed forces toward
regional stability and
national defense.

Dr. Khurram
Iqbal discussed the
policy doctrines of the
Bharatiya Janata
Party and their impli-
cations for regional
politics and the Kash-
mir dispute.

Sardar Masood
Khan elaborated on
the implications of
Operation Sindoor
within the broader
framework of regional
diplomacy and interna-
tional strategic dis-
course. He further
emphasized the impor-
tance of diplomatic en-
gagement, narrative
building, and interna-
tional awareness re-
garding the Kashmir
issue.

M UZAF FARABAD
(INP): A one-day confer-
ence “Bunyanum
Marsoos: One belief,
one defiance, one des-
tiny” was organized by
the Institute of Dia-
logue,  Development
and Diplomatic Studies
in collaboration with the
University of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir at
Jhelum Valley Campus,
Hattian Bala.

Politicians, schol-
ars, academicians, ex-
perts, professors, media
representatives, and a
large gathering of uni-
versity students partici-
pated in the conference.

Speakers high-
lighted the emergence of
Pakistan as a respon-

sible middle power that
demonstrated leader-
ship quality across po-
litical, air, land,

and multi-theatre
domains after India
launched aggression
against mainland Paki-
stan and Azad Jammu &
Kashmir in May 2025,

while Pakistan re-
sponded defensively
under the robust leader-
ship of Field Marshal
General Syed
AsimMunir.

In his opening re-
marks, Uzair Ahmad
Ghazali, Chairman of
P a s b a n -e -Hu r r i ya t
Jammu Kashmir said that
despite India possess-
ing a military budget of
over 92 billion US dollars

compared to Pakistan’s
nearly 11 billion dollars,
along with advanced
high-tech military plat-
forms, including Rafale
fighter aircraft, the con-
flict established that nu-
merical superiority and
expensive technology
alone do not guarantee
success

Dr Inam-ul-Haq em-
phasized that quality
leadership, prompt deci-
sion-making under tense
circumstances, institu-
tional coordination, mo-
rale, and the strength of
human resources ulti-
mately determine battle-
field outcomes.

Addressing the
gathering, Dr Waleed
Rasool, Director of Insti-

tute of Dialogue Devel-
opment and Diplomatic
Studies, remarked that
India often appears vic-
torious through cin-
ematic narratives and
propaganda-driven im-
agery, where fictional
heroes defeat dozens
alone, but real combat
under drones, missiles,
and battlefield pressure
exposes the difference
between theatrical pro-
jection and military real-
ity.

Another speaker
stated that wars are not
won through propa-
ganda but through
preparation during
peacetime, adding that
“the sweat shed in peace
saves blood during war.”

I S L A M A B A D
(INP:):  Minister for
Interior Mohsin Naqvi
on Monday visited the
Islamabad Safe City
Headquarters and
chaired a special high-
level meeting to re-
view progress on the
project to transform
Islamabad Safe City
into a Capital Smart
City–level advanced
security system.

During the visit,
the minister inspected
the ongoing renovation
and upgradation work
at the Safe City Head-
quarters.

Officials briefed
him on the establish-
ment of a state-of-the-
art Fusion Center and
a modern Control
Room. Mohsin Naqvi
directed that the con-
trol room be upgraded
in line with modern
requirements and ad-
vanced technology.
He also instructed au-
thorities to ensure the
timely completion of
Safe City Phase-II.
The minister empha-
sized that all relevant

agencies will be inte-
grated onto a single
platform under the
Safe City system.

“This project will
serve as a significant
milestone in providing
a safer and more
peaceful environment
to the citizens of
Islamabad,” he re-
marked.

During the brief-
ing, officials said that
the Safe City project
is being rapidly ex-
ecuted. All necessary
equipment has been
provided and installa-
tion work is underway.
The digital system is
expected to become
operational by 30
May.  The meeting
was attended by Inte-
rior Secretary
Khurram Agha, Di-
rector General Fed-
eral Investigation
Agency (FIA) Dr
Usman Anwar, In-
spector General
Islamabad Police Ali
Nasir Rizvi, Director
General Safe City
Haroon Joiya, and
other senior officials.

PESHAWAR: Activists of All Government Employees hold protest outside Peshawar
Press CLuB (PPC).

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb holding a
meeting with a delegation representing Pakistan Textile and apparel sector.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding food secu-
rity and availability of fertilisers.
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Quetta Commissioner Chairs Divisional
Task Force Meeting on Polio

Eradication and Vaccination Coverage

Balochistan Communications Minister Reviews Progress
on Ongoing Development Projects

DGPR Balochistan Honors Loralai Photographer
Mahmood Baloch for Outstanding Performance

AIOU Regional Office Kalat Launches Online Education
Initiative, Distributes Laptops to Students in Balochistan

QUETTA: Director Gen-
eral Public Relations
(DGPR) Balochistan
Askar Khan awarded a
certificate of apprecia-
tion and cash prize to
Mahmood Baloch, pho-
tographer of the District
Information Office
Loralai, in recognition of
his outstanding perfor-
mance, hard work, and
professional dedication.

Recognition for
Hard Work and Profes-
sional Commitment
Speaking on the occa-
sion, DGPR Balochistan
Askar Khan said that of-
ficers and employees of
the Public Relations De-
partment who perform
their duties with dedica-
tion, honesty, and sin-
cerity would be encour-
aged and appreciated at
every level.

He stated that such
committed employees
are valuable assets for
any insti tution,  and
their exemplary perfor-
mance serves as motiva-
tion for other staff mem-
bers as well.

Zero Tolerance for
Negligence The DGPR
made it clear that no le-
niency would be shown
toward negligence, care-
lessness, or irrespon-
sible behavior in depart-
mental affairs.

At the same time, he

QUETTA: Provincial
Minister for Communi-
cations and Works Mir
Saleem Ahmed Khosa
said that modernizing
the province’s infra-
structure is among the
top priorities of the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan.

He stated that the
Communications and
Works (C&W) Depart-
ment plays a vital role in
the development and
prosperity of
Balochistan, adding that
the improvement of in-
frastructure and provi-
sion of public facilities
largely depend on the
department’s effective
performance.

Review Meeting on
Development Projects
The minister expressed
these views while chair-
ing a high-level review
meeting on the progress

Balochistan Constabulary Inaugurates Modern
Dispensary at Badr Line Headquarters in Quetta

QUETTA: Ashfaq
Ahmed, Additional In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) and Commandant
of the Balochistan Con-
stabulary, officially inau-
gurated a modern dis-
pensary established at
the new headquarters
building in Badr Line on
Tuesday.

The inauguration
ceremony was attended
by senior officers of the
Balochistan Constabu-
lary, medical staff, and a
large number of person-
nel. On the occasion,
Ashfaq Ahmed visited
different sections of the
newly established dis-
pensary and reviewed
the healthcare facilities
being provided.

During the briefing,
officials informed him
that the dispensary has
been equipped with

KALAT: The Allama
Iqbal Open University
Regional Office Kalat
has taken a major step
toward strengthening
digital and distance edu-
cation by launching
online educational
classes for students
across Balochistan.

At the same time,
laptop distribution un-
der the Prime Minister’s
Youth Laptop Scheme
has officially begun for
students from nine dis-
tricts of the province.

A dignified cer-
emony was organized at
the AIOU Regional Of-
fice Kalat, where Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner Shah Nawaz
Baloch and Deputy Re-
gional Director Hamal
Baloch distributed
laptops among male and
female students.

Addressing the cer-
emony, Shah Nawaz

of ongoing development
projects across the prov-
ince.

The meeting was
attended by: Secretary
Communications and
Works Babar Khan
Chief Engineers from all
zones Senior depart-
mental officers During
the meeting, officials
presented a detailed
briefing regarding the
progress of ongoing de-
velopment schemes.

Call  for Faster
Completion of Projects
Addressing the partici-
pants,  Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khosa empha-

sized the need to further
improve the perfor-
mance and efficiency of
the Communications
and Works Department.

He acknowledged
that work on develop-
ment projects is pro-
gressing satisfactorily
but stressed that the
pace of implementation
must be accelerated so
that public facilities can
be delivered on time.

Instructions for
Field Visits and Monitor-
ing The provincial min-
ister directed all Chief
Engineers to conduct
regular visits to their re-

spective zones and
closely monitor devel-
opment schemes.

He instructed them
to submit detailed visit
reports to ensure better
supervision and faster
completion of projects.

No Compromise on
Quality Standards Mir
Saleem Ahmed Khosa
underscored the impor-
tance of completing ma-
jor infrastructure and
mega projects within the
stipulated timeframe.

He clearly stated
that no compromise
would be tolerated re-
garding the quality of

QUETTA: A Divisional
Task Force meeting on
the overall performance
of anti-polio campaigns
and vaccination cover-
age was held under the
chairmanship of
Shahzaib Khan Kakar in
Quetta.

The meeting was
attended by Provincial
Coordinator EOC Inam-
ul-Haq, Deputy Commis-
sioner Quetta Mehrullah
Badini, District Health
Officers (DHOs), offi-

the meeting that the
Quetta Block is consid-
ered highly sensitive in
terms of Polio virus
transmission.

Since January 2025,
around 64 environmen-
tal samples were col-
lected,  of which 31
tested positive for the
virus.  Population move-
ment was identified as
one of the major reasons
behind virus transmis-
sion, while it was also re-
vealed that the virus is

directed authorities to
take strict action against
absent and defaulting
vaccinators.  He in-
structed DHOs

to immediately acti-
vate non-functional
health centers and fur-
ther strengthen monitor-
ing during anti-polio
campaigns.

The commissioner
also directed partner or-
ganizations to ensure
accountability for ab-
sentee vaccinators and

Balochistan Local Government
Department Reviews PSDP

2026-27 Development Projects
and Municipal Performance

development work.
The minister also in-

structed Chief Engi-
neers to continuously
review project progress
and regularly submit
progress reports for ef-
fective monitoring.

Commitment to
Modern Public Infra-
structure.

The provincial min-
ister further said that
providing modern and
quality facilities to the
people of Balochistan
— whether related to the
road sector or building
sector — is the core re-
sponsibility of the Com-
munications and Works
Department.

He added that ful-
filling this responsibility
in the best possible man-
ner should remain the
department’s ultimate
objective.

modern medical equip-
ment, first-aid facilities,
routine medical check-
ups, medicine supply
services, and other es-
sential healthcare ameni-
ties to ensure timely, ef-
fective,  and quality
medical treatment for
Balochistan Constabu-
lary personnel.

Addressing the cer-
emony, Ashfaq Ahmed
said that the force’s per-
sonnel are serving the

emphasized strict imple-
mentation of security
and monitoring plans
during vaccination
drives. He ordered offi-
cials to focus particu-
larly on zero-dose chil-
dren and default vacci-
nation cases.

He instructed
health officials and part-
ner organizations to
continue regular visits
to health centers and to
take immediate action
against inactive facilities
and absent staff mem-
bers. Shahzaib Khan
Kakar stressed the im-
portance of improving
routine immunization
coverage and accelerat-
ing vaccination activi-
ties.

spreading into the
Quetta Block from Sindh
and Afghanistan.

The meeting was
further informed that the
coverage of zero-dose
children had improved
during previous cam-
paigns; however, perfor-
mance in some union
councils still requires
further improvement.
Enhanced monitoring
systems and better team
coverage have helped
achieve campaign tar-
gets, and officials
stressed the need to
continue effective mea-
sures in upcoming cam-
paigns.

Addressing the
meeting, Commissioner
Shahzaib Khan Kakar

cials from the Health
Department,  World
Health Organization,
UNICEF, the EPI Na-
tional Program, and rep-
resentatives of other rel-
evant institutions and
partner organizations.
Deputy commissioners
of Pishin, Qila Abdullah,
and Chaman, along with
other district officials,
also participated
through an online link.

During the meeting,
Commissioner Shahzaib
Khan Kakar was given a
detailed briefing regard-
ing previous anti-polio
campaigns, team perfor-
mance, vaccination cov-
erage, challenges faced,
and future strategies.

Officials informed

QUETTA: A meeting of
the Departmental Sub-
Committee for Develop-
ment was held under the
chairmanship of Secre-
tary Local Government
and Rural Development
Balochistan Abdul Rauf
Baloch, where ongoing
development projects,
schemes under PSDP
2026-27, and the overall
performance of local
government institutions
were reviewed in detail.

The meeting was
attended by senior offi-
cials of the department,

including: Director Gen-
eral Local Government &
Rural Development
Ayub Qureshi“Director
Technical Muhammad
Latif Khattaran Chief of
Section Sab-ul-Majeed
Lango Executive Engi-
neer Faqeer Muhammad
Section Officer At ta
Muhammad Other se-
nior officers of the de-
partment Government
Prioritizing Public Facili-
ties and Timely Develop-
ment Addressing the
meeting,  Secretary

Abdul Rauf Baloch
stated that the Govern-
ment of Balochistan is
giving top priority to:
Provision of basic pub-
lic facilities Strengthen-
ing local government in-
sti tutions Timely
completion of develop-
ment projects He di-
rected the concerned of-
ficers to further acceler-
ate work on all ongoing
schemes under the Pub-
lic Sector Development
Program (PSDP) 2026-27
on an emergency basis
to ensure their comple-

tion within the stipulated
timeframe.

Strict Instructions
on Transparency and
Quality The Secretary
emphasized that ensur-
ing transparency, qual-
ity, and speed in devel-
opment schemes is the
department’s primary re-
sponsibility.

He warned that no
negligence, delay, or
compromise on stan-
dards would be toler-
ated in the execution of
public welfare projects.

Improving Munici-
pal Services Across
Balochistan Abdul Rauf
Baloch highlighted the
need for practical mea-
sures to make local gov-
ernment insti tutions
across the province more
active, efficient, and citi-
zen-friendly.

He stressed that
municipal bodies must
improve essential civic
services,  including:
Sanitation and cleanli-
ness Drainage systems
Roads and infrastruc-
ture Street lights“Other

Commissioner Nasirabad Chairs
Divisional Task Force Meeting for

Anti-Polio Campaign in Balochistan

emphasized that officers
and staff who demon-
strate seriousness, pro-
fessionalism, and re-
sponsibility in their du-
ties would continue to
receive recognition and
encouragement.

Focus on Merit and
Accountability Askar

Khan further stated that
the Public Relations De-
partment Balochistan is
ensuring the implemen-
tation of principles
based on: Performance
Merit Accountability to
further improve the
department’s overall ef-
ficiency and profes-

sional standards.
Positive Response

from Department Staff
Officials and employees
of the Public Relations
Department welcomed
the initiative taken by
the DGPR Balochistan
and described it as a
positive and encourag-

ing tradition for depart-
mental staff.

They said that rec-
ognizing hardworking
employees boosts mo-
rale and motivates offi-
cials to perform their du-
ties with greater commit-
ment and professional-
ism.

Baloch and Hamal
Baloch said that the
Prime Minister’s Youth
Laptop Scheme is an ex-
cellent initiative aimed at
equipping young
people with modern
education, research op-
portunities, and digital
skills.

They appreciated
the Government of Paki-
stan and higher authori-
ties for connecting the
younger generation
with technology
through this revolution-
ary program.

The speakers em-

phasized that the modern
era is driven by knowl-
edge,

research, and infor-
mation technology, and
nations that empower
their youth with ad-
vanced education and
digital tools achieve
greater development and
progress.

They described stu-
dents as the nation’s
valuable asset and the
bright future of the coun-
try.

The laptop scheme,
they said, is not only in-
tended to support edu-

cation but also to help
students become self-re-
liant, skilled, and confi-
dent individuals.

Officials expressed
hope that students
would fully utilize this
opportunity to enhance
their abilities and con-
tribute positively to the
country’s development
and reputation.

During the event, it
was announced that 26
students from nine dis-
tricts of Balochistan re-
ceived laptops under the
scheme.

Additional Deputy

Commissioner Shah
Nawaz Baloch further
stated that the youth of
Balochistan are highly
talented and can achieve
remarkable success in
every field if provided
with proper opportuni-
ties and resources.

He added that un-
der the leadership of
Chief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan and Chief
Minister Sarfraz Bugti,
the provincial govern-
ment is taking serious
measures for youth wel-
fare, education, and de-
velopment,  and the
laptop scheme is part of
that vision.

The speakers also
advised students to use
the laptops for con-
structive and educa-
tional purposes, focus-
ing on learning and re-
search instead of unnec-
essary social media ac-
tivities.

nation day and night;
therefore, ensuring their
health,  welfare, and
proper medical treatment
is the institution’s top
priority. He stated that all
available resources are
being utilized to provide
modern and high-quality
healthcare facilities to
the force, adding that
negligence in health-re-
lated matters would not
be tolerated under any
circumstances.

He further empha-
sized that the leadership
of the Balochistan Con-
stabulary gives special
importance not only to
the professional capa-
bilities of personnel but
also to their physical and
mental well-being, as a
healthy force can per-
form its duties more ef-
fectively. The Additional
IGP directed the con-
cerned authorities to en-
sure the uninterrupted

availability of medicines,
medical equipment, and
staff at the dispensary
so that personnel do not
face any difficulties re-
garding medical treat-
ment.

At the conclusion
of the ceremony, person-
nel welcomed the estab-
lishment of the modern
dispensary and thanked
the leadership of the
Balochistan Constabu-
lary for the initiative.

basic public facilities to
provide better services
to citizens. CM Sarfraz
Bugti’s Vision for Trans-
parent Development
The Secretary further
said that, in line with the
vision of Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, all available re-
sources are being uti-
lized to ensure that de-
velopment projects are
completed transpar-
ently, on time, and even
before deadlines wher-
ever possible.

NASIRABAD: A high-
level Divisional Task
Force meeting regarding
the upcoming anti-polio
campaign scheduled
from May 18 to May 21
was held under the
chairmanship of
Salahuddin Noorzai in
Nasirabad Division.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Nasirabad Captain
(Retd.) Zulfiqar Al i
Karar, Assistant Com-
missioners Bahadur
Khan Khoso and
Muhammad Taha Jamali,
District Health Officer
Dr. Ayaz Jamali, Dr. Zahir
Umrani, and other con-
cerned officials.

Deputy commis-
sioners and district
health officers from all
districts of Nasirabad
Division also partici-
pated through video
link.

During the meeting,
officials provided a de-
tailed briefing on prepa-
rations for the anti-polio
drive, including micro-
planning, training of
teams, monitoring

mechanisms, and public
awareness campaigns.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Commissioner
Salahuddin Noorzai di-
rected all administrative
and health authorities to
ensure the complete suc-
cess of the anti-polio
campaign across all dis-
tricts from May 18 to 21.
He emphasized that the
campaign is a national
responsibility and must
be carried out with dedi-
cation and accountabil-
ity. The commissioner
warned that officials in
districts showing negli-
gence or poor perfor-
mance regarding anti-
polio activities should
immediately improve
their performance, with
special  focus on
strengthening micro-
planning to ensure that
no child is deprived of
life-saving polio drops.

He further stressed
the importance of effec-
tive training for polio
teams, strong field moni-
toring, and enhanced
security measures to fa-
cilitate smooth door-to-
door vaccination activi-

ties without any ob-
stacles. Expressing con-
cern over positive envi-
ronmental samples of the
Polio virus reported in
District Usta
Muhammad, the com-
missioner termed the
situation highly serious
and directed the Deputy
Commissioner and Dis-
trict Health Officer of
Usta Muhammad to take
emergency measures to
ensure 100 percent suc-
cess of the campaign.

Salahuddin Noorzai
also highlighted the im-
portance of the Ex-
panded Program on Im-
munization (EPI), stating
that alongside anti-polio
efforts, special attention
must be given to routine
immunization programs
to protect children from
various deadly diseases
through timely vaccina-
tions. He informed the
meeting that a modern
divisional-level EPI por-
tal has been established
to improve monitoring
and performance evalu-
ation of immunization
activities across the di-
vision.
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Gas firm rejects costly spot
LNG bids

Late mango crop hits export prospects

Govt dusts off oil refining policy as
Hormuz disruptions bite

Remittances increase to
$33.8bn despite war

NEWS DESK: De-
spite 73 days of con-
flict and heightened
uncertainty in the Gulf,
remittance inflows
continued to rise, re-
cording an 8.5 per cent
increase during the
first 10 months of
FY26.

Remittances from
across the Middle
East increased and ac-
counted for 53pc, or
$18.2 billion, of the to-
tal inflows of
$33.859bn during July-
April 2025-26.

It was also note-
worthy that remit-
tances rose by $10bn
within two years —
from $23.85bn in the
first 10 months of
FY24 to $33.86bn in
FY26.

According to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), workers’ re-
mittances stood at
$3.5bn in April, an in-
crease of 11.4pc year-
on-year but declined
by 7.6pc month-on-
month.

Inflows fall 7.6pc
month-on-month in
April  Earlier, financial
experts had expressed

concerns about pos-
sible disruptions
caused by the Gulf
conflict. However,
those fears proved
unfounded, as most
Pakistanis working in
the Middle East did not
return home despite
the war.

Although the con-
flict engulfed the re-
gion, the fragile
ceasefire between
Iran and the United
States remains uncer-
tain and the situation
continues to be vola-
tile.

Higher remittance
inflows helped the
country repay external
loans and enabled the
SBP to strengthen for-
eign exchange re-
serves despite out-
flows of about $5bn
over a one-month pe-
riod.

Currency dealers
said the SBP had been
purchasing dollars
from the interbank
market on a large
scale, pushing re-
serves to around
$16bn. After the in-
flow of $1.2bn

tranche from the IMF,
the SBP is expected to
raise reserves close to
the target of $18bn by
the end of June 2026.

During the last
three and a half years,
the SBP purchased
$27bn from the inter-
bank market. Finan-
cial experts said that
during FY26, up to
May, the central bank
had bought about
$4.5bn from the mar-
ket, although some
bankers estimated the
amount to be signifi-
cantly higher.

NEWS DESK: The oil
disruption in the wake of
the US-Iran war has
compelled the govern-
ment to dust off its pe-
troleum refining policy,
which was passed al-
most three years ago but
could not be enforced
due to flawed negotia-
tions with the
Inter-nat-ional Mon-
etary Fund (IMF).

The government
has now assured the re-
fining sector of correc-
tive measures in the up-
coming budget to revive
$6 billion in investments
for refining upgrades
and expansion. Pakistan
is losing up to $2bn in
annual foreign exchange
due to expensive petro-
leum product imports in-
stead of crude.

The refining policy
returned into the lime-
light after Finance Min-
ister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, at a recent
meeting, assured the
management of the refin-
eries that the govern-
ment was serious about
removing hurdles to
implementing both
greenfield and
brownfield refining poli-
cies amid a loss of $1bn
per month on oil imports
amid the war.

The minister said
the matter would be ad-
dressed during the up-
coming IMF visit for cor-
rective policy action in
the budget for the finan-
cial year 2026-27.

A follow-up meet-
ing between the repre-
sentatives of the refiner-
ies was held at the pe-
troleum division on
Monday, where they
were asked to submit
their updated positions
without delay.

Petroleum Minister
Ali Pervaiz Malik con-
ceded that “despite the
issuance of both refin-
ing policies in 2023,
progress on implementa-
tion has remained

stalled”.
He said removing

bottlenecks was crucial
to moving forward, add-
ing that the government
considered local refiner-
ies as critical national
assets for an uninter-
rupted fuel supply and
energy security.

“The ongoing re-
gional situation arising
from the US-Iran conflict
has further highlighted
the urgency of reducing
reliance on external sup-
ply chains and ensuring
maximum domestic refin-
ing flexibility/capabil-
ity,” he said.

On the other hand,
the refineries have
linked the investment

revival to four major en-
abling guarantees. They
want a stability clause in
the refining policy dur-
ing the three to five
years of the implemen-
tation phase.

They have pro-
posed the diversion of
foreign exchange pro-
ceeds of furnace oil ex-
ports towards the
upgradation of refining
projects, besides want-
ing clearly defined force
majeure clauses to en-
sure that there are no
more delays. The refin-
eries also want the sales
tax-related losses via the
inland freight
equalisation margin
(IFEM).

Remittances expose Gulf dependency
NEWS DESK: Pakistan
has received nearly $34
billion in remittances so
far this fiscal year,
largely from Saudi
Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE).
        The heavy reliance
on Gulf countries is in-
creasingly being viewed
as a major economic vul-
nerability amid rising
geopolitical tensions in
the Middle East.

Concerns are also
mounting against the
backdrop of reports
about the UAE with-
drawing its $3 billion
support facility from Pa-
kistan and expelling
some Pakistanis.

According to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), remittances stood
at $3.54 billion in April
2026, up 11% compared
with the same month last
year, although down 8%
from March levels.

Total remittances
during the first  10
months of FY26 reached
$33.86 billion, reflecting
an increase of 8.5%
year?on?year.

However, the com-
position of these inflows
is raising alarm among
analysts.

Data showed that
Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and other Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) coun-
tries together contrib-
uted more than $18 bil-
lion during 10MFY26 –
accounting for well over

half of Pakistan's total re-
mittance inflows. Saudi
Arabia alone contrib-
uted $7.93 billion, while
inflows from the UAE
stood at $7 billion.

The concentration
of inflows from a single
region exposes Pakistan
to significant external
shocks, particularly at a
time when geopolitical
uncertainty in the Gulf
has intensified follow-
ing escalating regional
tensions and fears of
broader conflict.

"The external ac-
count outlook remains
fickle as FY26 ap-
proaches closure," said
Waqas Ghani
Kukaswadia, Head of
Research at JS Global.

"With crude oil
prices elevated and im-
port momentum likely to
persist, the current ac-
count faces material
pressure that domestic
production cannot off-
set.

In this context, re-
mittances have
transitioned from a sup-
porting buffer to an es-
sential stabiliser.

Should inflows
weaken, particularly
from the GCC region
where concentration risk
is acute, the external ac-
count could slide into
deficit again."

Pakistan has his-
torically relied on over-
seas workers, particu-
larly in Saudi Arabia and

the UAE, to support its
balance of payments
position.

Remittances often
help offset a large por-
tion of the country's
trade deficit, which has
widened again this fiscal
year amid recovering in-
dustrial activity and
higher energy imports.

Analysts noted that
while elevated oil prices
can temporarily support
Gulf economies and sus-
tain labour demand, pro-
longed conflict or eco-

nomic disruptions in the
region could create un-
certainty for migrant em-
ployment and remittance
flows.

The vulnerability
becomes more pro-
nounced as Pakistan's
external financing cush-
ion remains thin.

Kukaswadia noted
that foreign exchange
reserve targets had al-
ready been revised
downward by about $1
billion, increasing the
country's dependence

on external financing
and remittance
stability."The margin for
error is thin," he warned.

Brokerage houses
said remittances remain
one of the few consis-
tently stable compo-
nents of Pakistan's exter-
nal sector at a time when
exports continue to
struggle with structural
competitiveness issues.

Topline Securities,
in a research note, pro-
jected FY26 remittances
at about $41 billion, up

7% from FY25 levels of
approximately $38 bil-
lion.

The brokerage at-
tributed the latest annual
increase partly to
festive?related inflows
and continued
formalisation of transfer
channels.

Still, analysts cau-
tioned that Pakistan's
long?term reliance on
labour exports instead of
expanding productive
exports reflects deeper
structural weaknesses

within the economy.
Human capital ex-

ports are increasingly
compensating for the
underperformance of
merchandise exports.
This model may provide
temporary balance of
payments relief, but
some economists argue
that it also increases
Pakistan's exposure to
labour market shifts and
immigration policies in
host countries.

The risks are par-
ticularly relevant as Gulf
countries accelerate
labour nationalisation
programmes aimed at in-
creasing local employ-
ment participation. Mea-
sures such as
Saudisation and
Emiratisation have al-
ready reshaped hiring
trends in several sectors.

At the same time,
economists pointed out
that Pakistan has made
limited progress in diver-
sifying its remittance
base despite some im-
provement in inflows
from Europe and North
America.

Remittances from
European Union coun-
tries rose 18%
year?on?year during
10MFY26 to $4.35 bil-
lion, while inflows from
the UK increased 8% to
$5.17 billion.

Analysts said those
trends indicate growing
migration diversifica-
tion, particularly among

skilled workers moving
towards Europe, Canada
and Australia.

Meanwhile, Paki-
stan recorded its
highest?ever monthly
gross inflows under the
Roshan Digital Account
(RDA), reaching $321
million in April 2026,
compared with the
six?month average of
$239 million and the
long?term average of
$187 million since incep-
tion in September 2020,
according to Topline.

Net inflows (gross
inflow less funds repa-
triated) under the RDA
clocked in at $293 million
in April 2026, versus the
last six?month average
of $214 million and an
average of $157 million
since its launch.

Furthermore, the ru-
pee gained 0.01%
against the US dollar in
the inter?bank market on
Monday, closing at
Rs278.67, up Rs0.03 from
Friday's close of
Rs278.70.

Gold prices dropped
Rs5,300 to Rs488,362 per
tola, while 10?gram gold
fell Rs4,544 to Rs418,691,
according to the
All?Pakistan Gems and
Jewellers Sarafa Asso-
ciation (APGJSA). Inter-
nationally,  gold de-
creased by $53 to $4,660
per ounce.

Silver prices re-
mained unchanged at
Rs8,513 per tola.

NEWS DESK: : The
mango season has en-
tered markets later
than usual, with an es-
timated 20 per cent
drop in production.
Exporters also fear
that regional tensions,
border closures and
rising freight costs
could severely affect
overseas shipments
this year.

Industry stake-
holders say unusual
weather patterns
damaged flowering
during the crop’s early
stages,

reducing expected
national output to
around 1.5 million
tonnes, down from
nearly 1.8 million
tonnes last year.

 The cultivation
area has remained al-

most unchanged at
about 160,000 hect-
ares.

The season has
also been delayed due
to cooler and wetter
weather during March
and April. Harvesting
for the local market,
which normally begins
in late April, did not
begin until the first
week of May this
year. Export
programmes are now
expected to com-
mence from June 1
instead of around
May 20.

Early-producing
Sindh districts, includ-
ing Mirpurkhas, Tando
Allahyar and
Hyderabad, are re-
porting average yields.
However, major late-
season mango belts in

Punjab, such as
Rahim Yar Khan,
Multan, Muzaffargarh
and Shujaabad, are ex-
periencing noticeably
lower production.

Freight costs
threaten shipments

Exporters believe
the season may con-
tinue longer than
usual, potentially
stretching into mid-
September, depending
on weather conditions
later in the summer.

Despite the re-
duced crop size, ex-
porters do not expect
international prices to
rise significantly be-
cause demand in
Pakistan’s traditional
regional markets has
weakened, says
Shoaib Ahmad Basra,
Managing Director of

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
LNG Limited (PLL) has
rejected bids for two
spot liquefied natural
gas (LNG) cargoes,
which demanded higher
rates and could force
consumers to pay an ad-
ditional $22 million for
one LNG cargo.

At a briefing, the
Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Petroleum was
informed that an LNG
cargo was expected to
arrive at Karachi Port on
Tuesday.

Federal Minister for
Petroleum Ali Pervaiz
Malik told the committee
that due to the absence
of a lasting ceasefire in
the US-Iran conflict and
related import con-
straints, the government
was compelled to
prioritise critical sectors.
It was apprised that gas
supply had been di-
verted to urea produc-
tion units to avert a
fertiliser crisis, particu-
larly after constraints to
di-ammonium phos-
phate (DAP) imports.

Pakistan is expected
to save $22 million to $50
million from two LNG
cargoes through com-
paratively lower-cost ar-
rangements from Qatar.

A meeting of the
Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Petroleum de-
liberated on matters re-
lating to the national
stock position of petro-
leum products, gas sup-
ply to producing areas,
PMDC board of gover-
nors' selection criteria,
liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) pricing concerns,
and suspension of com-
pressed natural  gas
(CNG) supply in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.

The committee ob-

served that the increase
in petroleum prices last
month, despite the avail-
ability of stocks, ap-
peared to have finan-
cially benefited Oil Mar-
keting Companies
(OMCs). The minister for
petroleum, however, ex-
plained that the price
adjustment was in-
tended to provide fiscal
space and liquidity to
OMCs in order to avoid
fuel shortages amid vola-
tility in international oil
markets.

The committee
urged authorities to con-
duct a comprehensive
audit of OMCs to deter-
mine the extent of finan-
cial gains from existing
stocks following the
price hike. It was in-
formed that a joint stock-
taking mechanism in-
volving Ogra, FIA, Intel-
ligence Bureau, and
other relevant agencies
had been established to
monitor stocks on a fort-
nightly basis. Commit-

tee chairman gave direc-
tives that all stock-tak-
ing reports be submitted
to the Senate panel.

The committee
questioned the petro-
leum pricing mechanism,
and the chairman
sought details of the for-
mula used to determine
fuel prices. Members
also expressed serious
concern over prolonged
gas outages in
Balochistan and ques-
tioned the uneven sup-
ply situation.

The committee took
strong notice of rising
LPG prices as well as the
significant gap between
officially notified rates
and actual market prices.
The chairman directed
Ogra and relevant au-
thorities to take strict
action against overpric-
ing and submit a de-
tailed report.

The issue of non-
provision of gas con-
nections to the resi-
dents of gas-producing

areas was also dis-
cussed. Members high-
lighted that despite the
prime minister's direc-
tives and Supreme Court
decisions, affected com-
munities were still de-
prived of gas connec-
tions. Officials attrib-
uted the delay to non-
availability of funds.
The committee resolved
to take up the matter with
relevant stakeholders.

The Senate panel
took notice of varying
charges imposed by Pa-
kistan Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation
(PMDC) on coal mining
contractors at different
sites in Balochistan. The
chairman questioned the
rationale behind price
difference and observed
that PMDC and coal
mining contractors were
interdependent stake-
holders. He announced
that he would engage
with all stakeholders to
resolve the issue amica-
bly.

National Fruit Paki-
stan.

Trade routes to
Afgh-anistan remain
disrupted following
prolonged border clo-
sures, while tensions
in the Gulf region and
disruptions around the
Strait of Hormuz have
increased shipping
costs and reduced
vessel availability.

He says air cargo
operations have also
become uncertain, as
Pakistan largely de-
pends on Middle East-
ern airlines for mango
exports to Europe and
the United Kingdom.

“Reduced flight
frequency and limited
cargo space are com-
plicating export plan-
ning for exporters,” he
says.
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Tottenham relegation fears deepen

Pak coaches introduced to modern
badminton training methods

I’ll never forget this day, says Barca’s Flick after La Liga triumph

Scheffler-McIlroy rivalry
sparks admiration

Jake Paul acknowledges cloudy future

NEWS DESK:Hours af-
ter the death of his fa-
ther, Barcelona coach
Hansi Flick led the
Catalan giants to a sec-
ond straight La Liga title
with a Clasico win over
rivals Real Madrid on
Sunday and said it was
a day he would “never”
forget.

Flick’s Barca side
earned a 2-0 win over
Los Blancos and the
coach said he was grate-
ful to his team for their
support and commit-
ment.

Barcelona turned
the Clasico into a coro-
nation at a roaring Camp
Nou to claim their 29th
La Liga title.

Flick’s side moved
to an unassailable 91
points, 14 clear of sec-
ond-placed Real with
three games remaining.

The triumph
capped a dominant cam-
paign in which they lost
only four league
matches. Villarreal are
third on 69 points.

Real arrived need-
ing victory to keep their
wafer-thin title hopes
alive but Marcus
Rashford crushed those
aspirations just nine
minutes into the game.

Antonio Rudiger
fouled Ferran Torres just
outside the box and
Rashford bent a superb
free kick into Thibaut
Courtois’ top-left corner,
giving Barcelona the
early lead and sending
the home crowd into

raptures.
Nine minutes later,

Barcelona doubled the
lead.  Fermin Lopez
crossed into the area
and Dani Olmo pro-
duced a clever backheel
that sent the ball into the
path of Torres, who rifled
a fierce strike into the top
corner.

“I’m proud. I’l l
never forget this day.
Never. I’m happy about

this (triumph) and the at-
mosphere in this sta-
dium is unbelievable,”
Flick told reporters.

The German coach
said his mother called
him in the morning to tell
him that his father had
died.“This morning, my
mum called me and she
said that my father
passed away. And so I
thought about
(whether) I should hide

it, or should I speak with
my team? Because for
me it’s like a family,” ex-
plained Flick.

“And I said, okay, I
want to get the informa-
tion to the players. And
what they did (then) was
unbelievable. I will never
forget this moment.

“I’m really happy
and really proud about
everyone. Every player
in the team. My staff

around as well, and the
club.”

Flick,  who was
tossed into the air by his
players in celebration at
full-time, said he had
“never” felt so much
love in a stadium as on
this day.

The coach said his
team were still hoping to
match the record of 100
points in a La Liga sea-
son in their final three

league matches, and
their big goal for next
season was to end their
11-year wait  for the
Champions League.

Spanish media have
reported Flick will extend
his contract, which ex-
pires in 2027, by a year.

“I’m feeling in the
right place, at the right
time, and I think we all
want to continue, and we
want to give more for this

N E W S D E S K :
Tottenham Hotspur
wasted a golden chance
to ease their Premier
League relegation fears
as Dominic Calvert-
Lewin's penalty earned
Leeds United a 1-1 draw
in North London on
Monday.

A first home win in
the league since Decem-
ber would have put
Spurs four points clear
of 18th-placed West
Ham United with two
games left and in sight
of salvation after a woe-
ful season.

It looked on the
cards when Mathys Tel
struck with a stunning
effort early in ?the sec-
ond half, curling a right-
footed shot into the top
corner to raise the roof
in the stadium.

But Tel's night took
a turn for the worse as
he conceded the penalty
that Calvert-Lewin
thumped home in the
74th minute.

As Tottenham's
nerves frayed, Leeds
could have won it in
stoppage time but Sean
Longstaff's strike was
superbly diverted onto
the underside of the bar
by goalkeeper Antonin
Kinsky.

The result left 17th-
placed Spurs on 38
points with West Ham
on 36 after 36 games.
Tottenham's next game
is away at bogey club
and fierce rivals Chelsea

on May 19, two days af-
ter West Ham go to
Newcastle United on
May 17.

Roberto ?De Zerbi
has taken eight points
from his first five games
in charge of Tottenham
but is yet to solve the
club's home form and
their fate may now rest
on beating Everton in
north London on the last
day of the season.

"We made too
many mistakes," he said.
"I think we deserved to
win anyway but maybe
the pressure, the crucial
game, the crucial part of
the season, we suffered
too much.

It will be tough un-
til the end of the season,
until the last game."

After a 15-game
winless league run plum-
meted Tottenham to-
wards a first relegation
since 1977,

successive away
wins under De Zerbi
changed the mood.

West Ham's dra-
matic 1-0 defeat by Ar-
senal on Sunday had
also given Tottenham the
opportunity to establish
a safety buffer ahead of
their daunting trip to
Chelsea.

But it was never
going to be that
straightforward, espe-
cially for a Spurs side
who had won only two
of their 17 home league
matches this season.

NERVOUS OCCA-
SION FOR

NEWS DESK:Jake Paul
expressed a desire to
continue fighting while
acknowledging his fight-
ing career could be done
in a recent interview.

Paul, 29, is still re-
covering after Anthony
Joshua broke his jaw
during their December
fight, Paul's first loss in
seven ?fights.

"We'll see what my
doctors say," Paul said
on the Ariel Helwani
Show. "I'll be able to get
a more accurate
timeframe, or can I even
fight again?That is defi-
nitely in the realm and
possibilities of things
(that I can't). (The jaw)
does feel a lot better as
weeks and time goes by,
but I definitely need to
get ?cleared first to be
able to spar.

"Most definitely
(my fighting future is in
doubt)," he added. "It
just depends on how the
bone heals. Then, also,
there's a tooth missing
(in the back). I'm pretty
sure I'm going to have to
get an implanted tooth
of some sort. I'm not sure
how much time that's

NEWS DESK:Rory
McIlroy and Scottie
Scheffler, who together
have won four of the
past five major titles,
have impressed each
other with their mental
focus and golfing skills.

As world number
one Scheffler and sec-
ond-ranked McIlroy pre-
pared to face a world-
class field at Aronimink
in the 108th PGA Cham-
pionship starting Thurs-
day, they examined each
other's most formidable
strengths.

Scheffler captured
last year's PGA Champi-
onship at Quail Hollow
and Brit ish Open at
Royal Portrush while

McIlroy took the green
jacket at the Masters
last month and last year.

McIlroy finds
Scheffler's focus and
consistency among his
greatest weapons.

"He has played
consistently excellent
golf for I would say ever
since he got his first win
back at the start of 2022,
and he hasn't  really
dropped off since then,"
McIlroy said.

"It has been four
years of really excellent,
consistent golf. You
look at his game, and you
would have said a few
years ago that the put-
ting was a weakness, but
you wouldn't say that

now.
"And you look at all

the other aspects of his
game and you don't see
a weakness,  from a
physical standpoint,
from a mental stand-
point."

Scheffler has run-
ner-up finishes in his
past three starts but has
shaken off weak efforts
quickly, McIlroy noted.

"He seems like he
has a good mindset of
last week's done, I'll
move on to this week,"
McIlroy said. "Forget
about whatever hap-
pened. He operates in
the present so well, and
that's one of his super
strengths."

McIlroy impresses
Scheffler in multiple
ways as well.

"When you look at
just his game, his ability
to drive the ball is the
best I've seen, not only
with his speed but how
accurate he is as well,"
Scheffler said of
McIlroy.

"He's able to take
out certain things on
some golf courses that
not many players can
do. He does it in a way
where he hits a lot of fair-
ways as well."

Scheffler also ad-
mires how long McIlroy,
who won his first major
at the 2011 US Open, has
played at a top level.

"Another thing is
his longevity. Hard to
have an understanding
of what it takes to remain
at the top for as long as
he has," Scheffler said.
"Rory is one of those
guys that checks the box
each week. He's a guy I
always see in the gym,
the practice facility.

"Players will have a
greater appreciation
when you see somebody
like Rory who has had
success over so many
years. When you look at
when he won his first
major championship to
now it has been 15 years.

"That's pretty diffi-
cult to do, so for him to
still be at the top of the
game for this long is
quite impressive."

club,” added Flick.
Real coach Alvaro

Arbeloa said his club
needs to work together
better as a unit rather
than as a collection of
individuals.

“We need to collec-
tively take a step for-
ward, to have a much
clearer idea of what it is
we want to do,” Arbeloa
told reporters.

“To put the collec-
tive before the indi-
vidual, because, beyond
talent, we always need to
have a clear idea, and for
me this is the start.

“Above all, we have
to learn that we dropped
a lot of points against
teams and in games
where we shouldn’t
have.”

Real were missing
Eder Militao,  Dani
Carvajal,  Ferland
Mendy, Arda Guler and
Rodrygo due to injuries.

Federico Valverde
also missed out after suf-
fering a head injury fol-
lowing a midweek
changing-room fight
with team-mate Aurelien
Tchouameni, with both
players fined 500,000
euros over the incident.

Kylian Mbappe did
not travel because of a
leg muscle injury, forcing
Arbeloa to start Vinicius
Jr alongside academy
striker Gonzalo, with
Jude Bellingham and
Brahim Diaz pushing for-
ward in support.

After signing
Mbappe in the summer

of 2024, Real have lacked
balance. Real’s top
goalscorer Mbappe was
unable to play against
Barcelona because of a
thigh injury. The France
captain drew criticism
after going on holiday to
Sardinia during his re-
covery process.

“I would have liked
that he was 100 percent
and that he was able to
play, that’s what I would
have l iked,” said
Arbeloa.

Earlier on Sunday,
Umar Sadiq’s second-
half goal helped
Valencia win 1-0 at Ath-
letic Bilbao.

Los Che are not
safe yet but moved five
points clear of the drop
zone with 42 points with
three matches remain-
ing.

Half of the clubs in
La Liga are still sweating
on surviving one of the
tightest relegation
scraps in recent times.

While bottom club
Real Oviedo are all but
down and out, Levante
in 19th spot and 10th-
placed Osasuna are
separated by six points
ahead of a round of cru-
cial midweek fixtures.

Historically, the sur-
vival line in La Liga falls
in the high 30s, with 40
points generally enough
to stay up. However, 40
points looks unlikely to
be enough in what is the
most intense relegation
battle amongst Europe’s
top leagues.

going to add to things,
but we just have to see
and figure out what the
smartest thing is for me."

An actor and social
media celebrity, Paul be-
gan fighting in 2018 and
is 12-2 with seven knock-
outs as a professional.
?His ?most notable fight
was against Mike Tyson
in November 2024 in
Texas, where Paul won
the eight-round bout by
unanimous decision.
Paul also co-founded

Most Valuable Promo-
tions, which hosts the
Ronda Rousey vs. Gina
Carano MMA fight Sat-
urday on Netflix.

Paul hadn't been
knocked out until Joshua
did so in the ?sixth
round last December in
Miami. Paul hopes that
won't be his last appear-
ance in the ring.

"Those (doubts)
have come up, but I'm
not done," Paul said. "I
can just feel it in my

spirit and ?my soul, and
my heart that I have
more fights left and un-
finished business in my
mind," Paul said. "Inju-
ries are a part of any
sport. I think potentially
this could ?be a good
outcome. You could tear
an ACL and be out, and
keep on tearing it and
tearing it again. It's just
a part of any sport, and I
definitely don't think I'm
done and want to keep
on fighting."

NEWS DESK:A coach-
ing seminar organized
by Razi Sports Academy
concluded at Shalimar
Club, where badminton
coaches and physical
education teachers from
across the country re-
ceived modern training
aimed at  improving
coaching standards in
Pakistan.

Around 40 male and
female badminton
coaches and physical
education teachers par-
ticipated in the seminar.
It was the first time in
Pakistan that partici-
pants were trained
through a shuttle feed-
ing machine, introduc-
ing them to advanced
coaching methods and
modern training tech-
niques.

International bad-
minton coach Raziuddin
Ahmad briefed the par-
ticipants on interna-
tional requirements of
badminton, contempo-
rary techniques and
high-performance train-
ing methods. He espe-
cially encouraged young
male and female coaches
to adopt modern ap-

proaches for grooming
children at school level.

During the seminar,
certificates were distrib-
uted among the partici-
pating coaches and
teachers by the chief
guests including Syed
Rizwan Mashhadi,
Saqib Rafiq, Chaudhry
Nadeem Manzoor,
Muhammad Naeem
Chaudhry and Rizwan
Chaudhry.

Experts from differ-
ent fields also ad-
dressed the seminar. Dr.
Muhammad Safdar Ali

spoke on physical fit-
ness, while Dr. Ghulam
Shabbir Anjum deliv-
ered a lecture on nutri-
t ion.  Malik Khalid
Zameer provided aware-
ness regarding anti-dop-
ing measures in sports.

Pakistan’s re-
nowned international
Davis Cup player Inam-
ul-Haq also shared his
experiences and high-
lighted the challenges
faced by athletes during
international competi-
tions and strategies to
overcome them.

TOTTENHAM
The nerves were

everywhere in the open-
ing stages.

Tel's panicky ?clear-
ance across ?his own
area needed a flying
clearance by Kevin
Danso and Kinsky
somehow clawed a
header by former Spurs
defender Joe Rodon off
the line.

Tottenham re-
sponded with
Richarlison scuffing one
good chance straight at
keeper Karl Darlow and
Palhinha then lifted a
shot over the bar.

The hosts had a
huge scare on the stroke
of halftime as Destiny
Udogie dragged down
Calvert-Lewin.

Speaking on the oc-
casion,  Raziuddin
Ahmad said that Razi
Sports Academy
planned to organize
training camps across
the country and ensure
the provision of shuttle-
cocks at school-level
campuses to promote
badminton among
young players. He said
the academy would play
an active role in identi-
fying and grooming tal-
ented players for na-
tional and international
competitions.
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PM extends conservation, austerity steps till June 13

IHC issues notices to CDA in appeals by flat
owners, BoP over One Constitution Avenue lease

ISLAMABAD: With
no end in sight to the
conflict in the Middle
East, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday ordered that
a countrywide auster-
ity drive be extended
until June 13.

Meanwhile, with
rumours of a possible
28th Constitutional
Amendment swirling,
the premier and his
team also met with
President Asif Ali
Zardari and his aides
on Monday, even as
both houses of parlia-
ment were in session.

Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar,
National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq, Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi,
Federal Law Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar,
and Senator Saleem
Mandviwalla were
also present at the
meeting.A source
privy to developments
told Dawn that if en-
acted, the 28th
Amendment would
entail “a complete roll-
back of the 18th
Amendment”, which

NEWS DESK:A division
bench of the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on
Tuesday issued notices
to the Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA)
on intra-court appeals
filed by apartment own-
ers of One Constitution
Avenue and Bank of
Punjab (BoP) and
sought a response in the
matter concerning lease
cancellation and third-
party rights.

The bench, com-
prising Justice
Muhammad Azam Khan
and Justice Raja Inaam
Amin Minhas, heard ar-
guments from appel-
lants’ counsel, Advo-
cate Taimur Aslam, who
requested the court to
restrain disciplinary or
coercive action until the
recommendations of a
committee recently
formed by Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif are
finalised and approved
by the cabinet.

On May 1, the pre-
mier constituted a high-
level committee to re-
view the issue involving
One Constitution Av-
enue and halted authori-
ties from taking any ac-
tion.

The court  ad-
journed further hearing
on the intra-court ap-
peals, observing that
the decision on the stay

application would be is-
sued later.

The case stems
from an April 30, 2026,
judgment of a single-
member bench of the
IHC, headed by the Chief
Justice Mohammad
Sarfraz Dogar, which dis-
missed a petition filed by
builder M/s BNP (Pri-
vate) Limited and upheld
the CDA’s decision to
cancel the lease of the
13.5-acre commercial-
residential project over
alleged multi-billion-ru-
pee payment defaults.

The single bench
had also ruled that third-
party sub-lessees and

purchasers would “sink
or sail” with BNP, effec-
tively linking their rights
with those of the origi-
nal lessee. The ruling
has now been chal-
lenged before the divi-
sional bench by several
apartment owners as
well as the BoP.

According to the
appeals, the BoP has a
direct stake in the mat-
ter as BNP had obtained
financing from the bank
and subsequently paid
amounts to the CDA.

Court documents
state that the bank had
acquired around 25,420
square feet on sub-

The Diplomat highlights how Pakistan’s
global profile shifted after India conflict

NEWS DESK:A year af-
ter the Pakistan-India
military confrontation
triggered by the
Pahalgam attack in In-
dian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir on
April  22, 2025,
Pakistan’s international
profile underwent a no-
table shift, according to
a piece by The Diplomat.

Following the at-
tack, which New Delhi
had blamed on Pakistan
and Islamabad repeat-
edly refuted the allega-
tion, India launched 'Op-
eration Sindoor' on the
night of May 6–7, claim-
ing to target militant
training sites in the coun-
try in an 88-hour military
operation. Pakistan re-
sponded with 'Operation
Bunyan-un-Marsoos',
which escalated ten-
sions between the two
n u c l e a r - a r m e d
neighbours and trig-
gered global concern.

While India subse-
quently intensified ef-
forts to diplomatically
isolate Pakistan over al-
legations of cross-bor-
der militancy, the report
noted that Islamabad’s
global standing had
since seen an unex-
pected recalibration.

In recent months,
Pakistan drew interna-
tional attention for its in-
volvement in mediation

Blast in KP's Lakki Marwat
claims 9 lives, injures 33

NEWS DESK:At least
nine people, including
two traffic policemen,
were martyred while 33
others were injured on
Tuesday in a blast in the
Serai Naurang tehsil of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Lakki Marwat district,
police said.

Init ially, Lakki
Marwat district police
officer’s spokesperson
Qudratullah Khan, in a
statement, said that
seven people, including
two traffic cops, were
killed while 23 others
were injured.

He identified the
martyred police officials
as Adil  Jan and
Rahatullah.

Separately, Lakki
Marwat Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Police
Sajjad Khan said that
both the deceased were
traffic police officials.

A statement issued
by the KP chief
minister’s office also
stated that the officials
were traffic
policemen.Subsequently,
Lakki Marwat Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Hameedullah Khan is-
sued a statement saying
that at least nine people
were martyred.

He said that, as per
initial reports, terrorists

had planted explosives
in a rickshaw.

An incident report
issued by the THQ Hos-
pital confirmed that nine
people were killed in the
incident, as well as the
names of the traffic po-
lice officials. According
to the report, 33 injured
and brought to the hos-
pital, out of which five
were referred to Bannu.

Meanwhile,  the
Lakki Marwat DC also
visited the Tehsil Head-
quarters Hospital in
Sarai Naurang, where the
injured were receiving
medical attention and di-
rected the administration
to provide them with the
best available facilities.

He added that the
critically injured had
been referred to the Dis-
trict Headquarters Hos-
pitals in Bannu and
Peshawar.

Videos circulating
on social media plat-
forms showed several
shops and three-wheel-
ers damaged in the blast.

The police official
said that a large police
contingent led by the
Naurang Circle deputy
superintendent of police
reached the site of the
blast.

The team cordoned
off the area and col-

lected evidence.
In an earlier state-

ment, Rescue 1122
spokesperson Shahdab
Khan had confirmed the
blast, stating that ambu-
lances and teams had
been dispatched to the
site of the incident.

He had requested
the public to cooperate
with rescue agencies and
avoid the blast site.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif ex-
pressed grief at the inci-
dent, reiterating the
country’s resolve to-
wards “eradicating the
scourge of terrorism,”
state-broadcaster PTV
reported.

He said that all rel-
evant institutions were
working towards eradi-
cating terrorism with
“unwavering resolve,”
and directed an inquiry
into the blast.

The premier, in his
statement, lauded the
“sacrifices made by law
enforcement agencies
and prayed for the swift
recovery of the injured,”
as per PTV.

KP Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi also took
notice of the incident
and sought a report from
the KP inspector general
of police, as per a state-
ment.

lease, including space
on the lower ground,
upper ground and first
floors, for the establish-
ment of a branch at One
Constitution Avenue.

The Registrar’s Of-
fice, however, has raised
objections regarding the
maintainability of the
bank’s intra-court ap-
peal.

During Tuesday’s
proceedings, counsel for
the appellants stated
that there was no objec-
tion to the court decision
to the extent it declared
the lease cancellation
valid; however, the intra-
court appeals chal-

lenged observations re-
lating to third-party
rights.

He argued that the
earlier judgment itself
had expressed the expec-
tation that the CDA and
affected third parties
would arrive at an ac-
ceptable solution, but
the CDA was now
avoiding that course.

The lawyer in-
formed the bench that
before a certified copy
of the judgment could
even be received, CDA
officials entered the
building and allegedly
broke locks. A press re-
lease issued by the CDA
after the cancellation of
the lease was also sub-
mitted before the court.

The counsel in-
formed the bench that
since 2023, a committee
comprising residents
had been managing the
building’s daily affairs in
coordination with the
CDA. He said the project
consisted of two towers
with around 240 apart-
ments and that the CDA
had raised no objections
during construction.

Counsel further
submitted that many
overseas Pakistanis had
invested their life sav-
ings in the project and
maintained that apart-
ment owners had no
connection with BNP.

efforts between Iran and
the United States amid
the Middle East crisis.
The report stated that
Islamabad had hosted
indirect engagement be-
tween the two sides on
April 11–12, with The
Economist describing
Pakistan as a “deft han-
dler of global power poli-
tics” in April 2026.

The publication
suggested that
Pakistan’s renewed dip-
lomatic relevance had
been shaped partly by
shifting global priorities,
including reduced inter-
national focus on post-
9/11 terrorism dynamics

and competing crises
such as the Russia-
Ukraine war and insta-
bility in the Middle East.

It noted that al-
though Pakistan had
long faced allegations of
allowing militant groups
to operate within its ter-
ritory, international re-
sponse to India’s accu-
sations following the
Pahalgam attack had
been comparatively
muted, reflecting chang-
ing geopolitical priori-
ties.

The Diplomat fur-
ther noted that the after-
math of Operation
Sindoor also contrib-

uted to internal political
consolidation in Paki-
stan, strengthening the
posit ion of Chief of
Army Staff General Asim
Munir.

Following the con-
flict, he was elevated to
Field Marshal in May
2025 and later appointed
Chief of Defence Forces
in December 2025 under
a constitutional amend-
ment aimed at unifying
military command.

The report further
stated that Pakistan’s
engagement with the
United States had im-
proved under the cur-
rent administration, with

Islamabad credited for
facilitating diplomatic
outreach during
ceasefire discussions in
West Asia. Pakistan was
also included in interna-
tional diplomatic initia-
tives related to Gaza
stabilisation efforts.

Relations between
Pakistan and the United
States were further influ-
enced by growing stra-
tegic interests, includ-
ing critical minerals and
regional security coop-
eration, according to the
report.

However, The Dip-
lomat underscored that
Pakistan continued to
face significant domes-
tic challenges, including
political instability, eco-
nomic pressure, and se-
curity threats.

It  noted ongoing
tensions between civil-
ian institutions and the
military, restrictions on
political dissent, and the
imprisonment of former
Prime Minister Imran
Khan since 2023.

The report added
that while Pakistan had
secured continued finan-
cial support from the In-
ternational Monetary
Fund, economic vulner-
ability remained, particu-
larly amid regional insta-
bility and challenges in
resource-rich regions
such as Balochistan.

was introduced by the
PPP-led government
in 2010.It is feared
that this piece of leg-
islation may envisage
the return of subjects
such as health, popu-
lation, education, and
mines & minerals
from the provinces to
the Centre, and lead to
the re-introduction of

the concurrent list.
Meets President

Zardari as rumours
swirl of possible move
to roll back 18th
AmendmentInsiders
say that President
Zardari is not in
favour of a fresh
amendment, and
wants to delay the is-
sue at least until the

announcement of the
forthcoming federal
budget, expected on
June 8.National As-
sembly officials said
that once budget de-
bate begins, no further
legislation can be intro-
duced until the pro-
cess has ended.

However, an offi-
cial readout issued by

the Presidency did not
make any mention of
this proposed legisla-
tive package, simply
saying that President
Zardari and Prime
Minister Shahbaz dis-
cussed overall situa-
tion of the country,
matters related to Af-
ghanistan and evolving
situation in the region.

The meeting paid
tribute to the martyrs
of Marka-i-Haq, ap-
plauded the profes-
sional capabilities of
the armed forces, and
reaffirmed the unwa-
vering commitment to
national defence.

The president said
despite difficult geo-
graphical and regional

situation, tensions in
the Middle East and
disruption of supply
chains, maximum re-
lief should be provided
to the people.

President Zardari
directed that possible
measures be taken to
reduce inflationary
pressures, ensure
availability of essential
goods and provide re-
lief to the common
man.

A u s t e r i t y
measures“The prime
minister, on consider-
ation of the recom-
mendations of the
committee for moni-
toring and implemen-
tation of fuel conser-
vation and additional
austerity measures,
has been pleased to
extend the applicabil-
ity of the following ad-
ditional austerity mea-
sures up till 13th June,
2026 with immediate
effect,” said a Cabinet
Division notification is-
sued on Monday.

The measures ex-
tended include a 50
per cent reduction in
fuel allowances for
official vehicles, with
exemptions for opera-

tional vehicles such as
ambulances and pub-
lic buses.Other steps
included grounding
60pc of official ve-
hicles and a complete
ban on foreign visits by
ministers and govern-
ment officials, exclud-
ing those deemed es-
sential to the country’s
interests, as specified
previously.

“Other additional
austerity and fuel con-
servation measures,
as notified from time
to time vide this
Division’s notifications
of even number, shall
continue to remain in
force over the periods
specified in the re-
spective notifications,”
the notification read.

“Measures in the
case of which no pe-
riod or end date has
been specified, shall
remain applicable till
further orders,” it
added.

Among the previ-
ously announced aus-
terity measures, the
working week for all
government offices
was reduced to four
days, from Monday to
Thursday.

Petroleum levy crosses
Rs1.2tr in nine months

NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment collected more
than Rs1.2 trillion from
consumers in petroleum
levy during the first nine
months of the current
fiscal year,while over
Rs35 billion was recov-
ered under the Climate
Support Levy (CSL), ac-
cording to official docu-
ments.

The documents fur-
ther revealed that elec-
tricity consumers across
the country paid more
than Rs1.9 trillion in taxes
over the last three years
through power distribu-
tion companies
(DISCOs).

According to the
records, the government
collected Rs145 billion
in petroleum levy in July
2025, Rs115 billion in

August, Rs111 billion in
September,

Rs145 billion in Oc-
tober, Rs151 billion in
November, Rs157 billion
in December, Rs124 bil-
lion in January, 2026,
Rs120 billion in February
and Rs137 billion in
March.

Officials also dis-
closed that Rs35 billion
had so far been col-
lected from consumers
under the CSL on petro-
leum products,

while total collec-
tions under the head are
expected to reach Rs51
billion by the end of the
current fiscal year – June
2026.

Separately, official
records of DISCOs re-
vealed that electricity
consumers paid more

than Rs1.9 trillion in taxes
during the last three fis-
cal years.

During fiscal year
2022-23, consumers paid
Rs507 billion in taxes,
while the amount rose to
Rs698 billion in fiscal
2023-24 and over Rs700
billion last fiscal year.

Among distribution
companies, Lahore Elec-
tric Supply Company
(Lesco) recorded the
highest collection, re-
covering

more than Rs532
billion over the three-
year period. Multan Elec-
tric

Power Company
(Mepco) followed with
Rs323 bill ion,  and
Faisalabad Electric Sup-
ply Company with
Rs307 billion.


