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Iran says ‘smart management’ plan for Strait of Hormuz
finalized in parliament commission

NEWS DESK:

A strategic proposal on the

“smart management” of the Strait
of Hormuz has reached its final
stage in Iran’s parliamentary Na-
tional Security and Foreign Policy
Commission and has been up-
loaded to parliament’s system for
review and approval, the
commission’s head said Wednes-

day.

Ebrahim Azizi said the pro-
posal aims to use Iran’s geo-
graphic pusilion in the strategic
waterway as a “power-generating
leverage.”

“The missile triad, the people
and the Strait of Hormuz de-
stroyed the product of 50 years
of US efforts,” Azizi said in com-
ments carried by the state broad-
caster IRIB.

He also praised public sup-
port during the recent conflict,
saying the presence of people in
streets and public squares “car-
ried an important message.”

he remarks came after Azizi
previously said on April 10 that
the proposal could allow the Ira-
nian government to cooperate
with Oman and expand control
over the Strait of Hormuz, which
became a major issue during the
recent war launched by the United
States and Israel against Iran.

Speaking at the time to IRIB,
Azizi said the framework would
become binding only after parlia-
‘mentary approval.

Hé said the proposal could
allow negotiations with Oman on
atreaty related to certain aspects
of the broader framework, while
stressing that Muscat would not
playa role in determining the fu-
ture of the waterway.

Aziz also said the proposal
would place the Strait of Hormuz
under what he described as the
“comprehensive and full control™
of Iran’s armed forces and secu-

rity institutions if approved.

According to Azizi, the pro-
posal includes provisions re-
stricting vessels linked to coun-
tries considered hostile to Iran,
including Israel, as well as mili-
tary and intelligence-linked ships
deemed harmful to Iranian na-
tional security.

He also said the proposal
contains economic measures, in-
cluding the possible use of Iran’s
national currency, the rial, in re-
lated financial arrangements.

Regional tensions have es-
calated since the US and Isracl
launched strikes against Iran on
Feb 28, triggering retaliation from
Tehran against Isracl as well as
US allies in the Gulf, along with

the closure of the Strait of

Hormuz.

A ceasefire took effect on
April 8 through Pakistani media-
tion, but talks in Islamabad failed
to produce a lasting agreement.
US President Donald Trump later
extended the truce without a set

deadline. On Sunday, Iran sent
Pakistan its response to a US pro-
posal for ending the war, but
Trump dismissed it as “totally
unacceptable.” US demands,
rhetoric, lack of good faith ob-
stacles to diplomacy: Iranian FM

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said that the US"

a

pproach.

prospect of a definitive end to the
war and a potential agreement,
according to Mehr News Agency.
Araghchi made the remarks
during a meeting with Andreas
Motzfeldt Kravik, Deputy Foreign
Minister of Norway, who trav-
elled to Tehran for the talks.
the meeting,

thetoric, and lack of good faith
and sincerity were the primary
obstacles standing between the
current state of conflict and any

that Iran, as
a coastal state of the Strait of
Hormuz, is currently in consulta-
tion to develop regulations gov-
erning arrangements for the strait

based on i 1 law. The
statement formalises what senior
Iranian officials have clearly sig-
nalled in recent weeks — that
Tehran intends to establish a new
legal order for the waterway.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Andreas Kravik underscored the
necessity of establishing durable
peace and stability in the region
and announced Norway's readi-
ness to contribute in strengthen-
ing diplomacy, providing consul-
tations on maritime safety, ang
supporting environmental protec-
tion efforts.

Iran rejects Kuwait's ‘base-
less claims' of IRGC infiltration

The Iranian foreign ministry
condemned the Kuwa
government’s detention of indi-
viduals who, according to the
IRNAnews agency, were perform-
ing their duties within the frame-
work ofa routine maritime patrol
‘mission and had entered Kuwait’s
territorial waters due to a naviga-
tion system malfunction.

According to the IRNA, the
ministry announced that it ex-
pected Kuwaiti authorities to re-
frain from hasty comments and
baseless claims while pursuing
the existing issues through offi-
cial channels.

Italso requested granting the
Iranian embassy in Kuwait access
to the detained Iranian nationals
in accordance with international
legal norms, as well as their im-
mediate rele Saudi Arabia
condemns IRGC infiltration

Saudi Arabia's foreign min-
istry denounced what it termed
"the infiltration carried out by an
armed group from the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps of the
Islamic Republic of Iran into
Kuwait’s Bubiyan Island."

"The Ministry stresses the
Kingdom's categorical rejection
of such hostilities that violate the
sovereignty of the State of Ku-
wait."

Panjgur Attack Leaves Two
Dead, Child Rescued Alive

NEWS DES

PANJGUR: Two people were
found dead inside a bullet-
riddled vehicle near the Al-
Amarat Hotel on the Panjgur
bypass in Balochistan, police
confirmed on Wednesday. A
four-year-old child was also

recovered alive from the same
vehicle during the rescue op-
eration.

According to police offi-
cials, the unidentified victims

sustained multiple gunshot
wounds.

The bodies were shifted to
a nearby hospital for identifi-
cation and medico-legal for-
malities,

while the child was taken
into protective care.

In a separate incident re-
portedin Bolan district, uniden-

tified armed men opened fire
near the Dhadhar bypass area,
killing one person identified as
Ghulam Fareed, a resident of

Dera Murad Jamali

The attackers fled the
scene after the shooting.

Law enforcement agen-
cies have launched investiga-
tions into both incidents and
started search operations in
nearby areas to trace those
involved.

The recent incidents have
once again raised concerns

over the security situation in
parts of Balochistan, where

ses of armed violence and
targeted attacks continue to be
reported.

Balochistan CM Mir Sarfraz Bugti
Emphasizes Political Harmony and
Consultative Governance

STAFF REPORTE!

QUETTA:Chicf Minister of
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
on Wednesday received a se-
ries of meetings with promi-
nent political and social figures

at his office in Quetta.

The meetings focused on
the overall political situation in
the province, matters of mu-
tual interest, and issues related

to public welfare and develop-
ment.

Among those who called
on the Chief Minister were
National Party President and

former Chief Minister Dr.

Abdul Malik Baloch, Provin-

cial Assembly member
Maulana Hidayat-ur-Rehman,
former provincial ministers
Nawab Ayaz Jogezai and
Abdul Rahim Ziaratwal, along
with Malik Ghaffar Nasir,
Malik Mirza Khan, and Aqsaa

Meerwani.

During the meetings, de-
tailed discussions were held on
promoting political harmony in
the province, accelerating the
pace of development, resolv-
ing public issues, and matters
relating to various ongoing
projects.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz

Bugti stated that the
Balochistan government firmly
believes in promoting political
harmony,

mutual consullallon, anda
culture of recor ion across
the province.

He emphasized that tak-

ing all political and soc:al seg-

ments along and making joint

efforts to resolve public prob-

lems remains the top priority
f his government.

The Chief Minister reiter-
ated his government’s firm re-
solve to continue taking every
possible step for the progress,

ability, and prosperity of
Balochistan.
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Editorial:
A Peace agreement often
loses_its credibility
when it fails to recognize
the rights of the op-
pressed. This is the case
with President Trump’s
much-surfaced Ghaza
peace plan. Far from be-
ing a genuine step to-
ward peace, it presents
a surrender document
that legitimizes Israel’s
long-standing occupa-
tion of Palestine. Sadly,
this so-called peace plan
was endorsed by major
uslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan.
While standing
with Trump, Netanyahu,
accused of war crimes,
accepted the plan and
also threatened to finish
the job if Hamas does
not accept the plan
wholeheartedly. How-
ever, outrage sparked
among various analysts
when  Netanyahu
claimed victory in He-
brew language at Tel
Aviv. The question
arises: How can Trump
propose a plan for peace
without involving an i
ternational arbitrator—
the United Nations
Organisation? Critics
have rejected this plan
on various grounds.
First, the plan has
no two-state solution. In
fact, it blurs the possi-
bility of an independent
Palestinian state in the
future. Sadly, Netanyahu
has already repudiated
¢ idea of an indepen-
dent state. Also, Presi-
dent Trump called Pales-
tine recognition by
France, Britain, Canada,
and Spain a reward to
Hamas. So far, the
United States has
stopped Israel from oc-
cupying the West Bank,

but some government
officials of Netanyahu
intended to do so.
Second, Hamas and
the Palestine National
Authority, the only rep-

Zahid Hussain in his es-

say pointed out that it

practically brings to an

end the concept of a Pal-
estinian state.

Third, in the post

oth

resentatives of Ghaza
and the West Bank,
have been eliminated in
the process. Even the
United States barred the
Palestinian Authority
from entering New York
during the UNGA annual
session. It reflects the
colonial plan because
peace is mutual; it can-
not be imposed at the
dictate of aggressors.

Hamas and PA have no
share. The proposed
plan contains the demili-
tarization of Hamas.
They can live in peace-
ful coexistence after get-
ting amnesty, and also
safe passage will be
given to those who want
to exit. What kind of
peace is this, where
those who suffer have

Editor: Asim Khan

no voice in the deci-
sions that shape their
future? This is total sur-
render to be forced on
the group.

Fourth, this official
instrument lost its cred-
ibility when the UN was
excluded. It discredits
the international organi-
zation. Although the
question are raised
about the ineffective
role of the UN—unable
to stop genocide—it:
sanctity must prevail,
Critics always blamed
the United States. For in-
stance, every time the

US vetoed a resolution  outlines that Ghaza will
to stop Israel’s evil be governed by a politi-
deeds. cal committee under the

Fifth, Hamas has supervision of a Board
been given the ultima- of Peace which will be
tum of 72 hours to ac- headed by Donald
cept the plan. It isnota Trump and Tony Blair.
plan but asurrender char-  Tony Blair, the former
ter for the group. It prime minister of the UK
means Hamas has no during 2003, had been
choice but to gowith the  widely criticized for the
plan. They are not con- invasion of Iraq based
sulted on their fate. on false claims about

Th Trump- weapons of mass de-
Netanyahu plan has for- ~struction. He is regarded
tified Israel further. It as a war criminal in the
openly advocates for UK as well as in the
Greater Israel. Muslim world. There-

Sixth, this plan also  fore, his appointment

Trump’s Peace Plan: Legitimising Israel’s Occupation

provoked worldwide
criticism.

Seventh, no future
guarantee is mentioned
in the proposed frame-
work. It fails to prevent
Israel from occupying.
Most important, the
aggressor’s account-
ability has not been out-
lined. In fact, Isracl has
impunity in its every ac-
tion. The President as-
sured Tel Aviv that they
can do what they want
if Hamas rejects the

lan.
ighth, no recogni-
tion, no peace. Durable

peace hinges on the rec-
ognition of Palestine.
Both the US and Israel
have rejected recogni-
tion. Seemingly, they
have no plan to recog-
nize Palestine in the near
future. The record of his-
tory demonstrates that
illegal occupation and
peace cannot move to-
gether. Peace remains
impossible without an
end to illegal occupa-
tion.

On the positive side
of the plan, if this project
is implemented, it will
end ruthless killing and
Ghaza genocide. The aid
blockade will be drawn.
The supporters of this
plan also cited the same
reason. The deputy
prime minister, Ishag
Dar, also said that the
first priority of Pakistan
is to end uncontrolled
killing of Ghazans. He
further said that we are
on a bid to remove all
Netanyahu’s excuses to
continue war.

In the end, occupa-
tion, annexation, and il-
lega.l settlements cannot
run with peace. Two
states are the only an-
swer to long-term peace.
This controversial plan
is biased and destined
to crumble.

Ghazans cannot be
left to the mercy of war-
mongers. It is a wake-up
call for the United States
and the World to let
Ghazans live a free life in
their own independent
state. Netanyahu’s
transgression must not
go with impunity. The
only solution lies in an
independent Palestinian
state.

The writer can be
contacted  through:
dinziaud19@gmail.com

Quetta has a better environment, rich
culture, manageable population

Amjad Rashid

Quetta is not a case of
deprivation related to
lack of resources, not
a case of unemploy-
ment, not a case of cli-
mate change, and not
even a case of pov-
erty. It’s a true and
real case of the rich-
ness of culture, envi-
ronment, climate, natu-
ral resources, and man-
ageable human popu-
lation. Unfortunately
our planners, thinkers,
decision-makers
proved to be very self-
ish and greedy.

In Quetta, we had
municipal water posts
( I 'wish I can get the
pictures). Quetta was
a natural habitat with
a small population of
trees, flowers. The
city had few streets
with few vehicles and
dynamic socio-political
harmony.

We did establish
universities but aban-
doned knowledge

Unfortunately, glo-
bal and regional influ-
ences badly affected
the capital with less
modernization and
more adversity. We did
establish a university,
but abandoned con-
sciousness, we did
build plazas, but with-
out building codes. If
we look back at the
pictures of Quetta of
the sixties. It was like
Zurich but evolved as
little  Karachi or
Mumbai. Transformed
from little London to
huge slums ( full of
garbage and filth).
Bad governance, poor
education, corruption,
and poor planning con-
verted Quetta into an
ugly place.

We don’t

Daar a multi-lingual
culture which was its
beauty and unique-
ness has vanished and
replaced by the prac-

tices influenced by re-

ional inhuman and
unnatural drama. We
lost our green Quetta
with wild roses which
was its aroma and
identity.

Balochistan and
Quetta need our at-
tention

Balochistan in
general and Quetta, in
particular, need our at-

look at the sleeping
beauty of Quetta I feel
that the mother of
Quetta ( sleeping
beauty)has become

sick and looking to-
ward her siblings for
help and cure.

Our water level
reduced, our popula-
tion increase, our poor
Jjustice system, and our
greed for material gain
will never make it a
little London but will
change its fate like the
city full of garbage
supported/fixed by

see tention. Every day in bricks and cement
green Koh ¢ Mur the morning when I which after few more

years will look like a
dumping place of gar-
bage. We must listen
and learn from our he-

roes like Rehman

Baba, Atta she;d,

Asher Jalili and take
their vision as guiding
torch. Quetta does not
need more engineers
but needs Thinkers,
guides who should
work to replace the
current citizenry strug-
gling for self-interest
with the soft power and
values of Quetta,
which can bring back

its true beauty and cul- Now we from
ure. Adams to twenty-first-
Climate change century experienced,
poses a serious threat  slavery, the industrial
to the developing revolution, conflict of
world ideologies, various ver-
Environment, Cli- sion of world orders

mate change, global driving to save and
warming, deforestation  benefit humanity. But
and desertification, and  all our efforts to take
many such terms were humanity to its peak
alien to humanity and  are bring ended up as
especially to develop-  a disaster. The tem-
ing world like Pakistan. perature of the moth-
‘We were used to sing- erland is increasing.

ing and telling stories habitat of
to our siblings ( Balochistan and our
younger generation) piece of Heaven( once
about the kindness of called as  miss it’s
nature. Jjangly Gulab, chakore,

chambeli, bitakh,
surkahi and places like
, thandi Sarak,
and associated culture
of art
and poetry.
Masses of

Balochistan facing a
host of issues

First time after
seventy-two years
and since the establish-
ment of Balochistan
Province, its habitats
are frequently faced
by challenges like con-
servation.

In the context of
he ab ioned

motherland is demand-
ing the attention of all
irrespective of our in-
ternational commit-
ments. It’s a matter of
our survival. We need
a green economy,

green industry, green
employment, green
politics, and above all
green development.
This situation calls
for a committed social,
political and rellglous
commitment to rebuild
and reclaim of our title
“ Quetta has a better
environment, rich cul-
ble

scenario, our beloved

ture,
population
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Iran war costs soar past $29bn as truce teeters

NEWS DESK
pects for
Middle Echl dummahcd
due to the rigid stances
adopted by the US and
Iran, the Pentagon on
Tuesday said the con-
flict with Tehran had cost
Washington more than
$29 billion since the start
of hostilities in February,
even as consumer infla-
tion in the US hit a three-
year high in April.

Jules Hurst, who is
performing the duties of
com-p-troller, told US
lawmakers on Tuesday
that the bill included up-
dated repair and replace-
ment of equipment and
operational  costs,
Reuters reported.

“The joint staffteam
and the comptroller team
are constantly looking
at that estimate,” Hurst
said. He was speaking
alongside  Defence
Secret-ary Pete Hegseth
and Cha-i-r-man of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff,
General Dan Caine.

On April 29, the
Pent-agon said the war
had cost $25bn at that
point.

The statement came
hours before President
Donald Trump took off
aboard Air Force One
bound for China, the
first trip by a US leader
to the rival power in
nearly a decade. He is
set to hold talks on
Thursday and Friday
with Chinese President
Xi Jinping that will focus
heavilyon trade but also
on potential friction
pumu over Taiwan and

Iran.

Ear]ler the US had
reje-cted an Iranian re-
sponse bound for China,
the first trip by a US
leader to the rival power
in nearly a decade.

tions in Tran.
Separately, in re-
sponse to a question
about if the US needed
a’s help to settle the
dispute with Iran, Presi-
ent Trump responded,
No, I don’t think we
need any help with Iran.
We’ll win it one way or
the other. We’ll win it

Trump is set to hold
talks on Thursday and
Friday with Chinese
President Xi Jinping that
will focus heavily on
trade but also on poten-
tial friction points over
Taiwan and Iran.
Earlier, the US had
rejected an Iranian re-
sponse to its peace of-

nian ports has been
“1t00 per cent effec-
tive”. “One way or an-
other, it’s going to work
out very well,” he added.

He also said Iran
would not be allowed to
build a nuclear weapon.
In a separate interaction,
he appeared confident
that Iran would not build

fer, with President peacefully or other- a nuclear weapon.
Trump indicating that wise,” Trump toldreport- “100pc. They're going to
lhc ceasefire was on ers at the White House. stop, and they told me,

the Iranians told me...
they said that we’re go-
ing to get the (nuclear)
* the US president
said in response to a
question bya journalist.

“massive life support”.
CNN reported that some

ides to President Trump
id he was now more
seriously considering
resuming combat opera-

“Their navy’s gone,
their air force is gone,
every single element of
their war machine is dust,”
gone,” he said, adding
that the blockade of Ira-

He claimed that Lran
told him that only the US
and China had the exper-
tise to retrieve the
nuclear material from the
“obliterated” sites.

Last June, Trump
said Iran’s nuclear facili-
ties were “obliterated”
byUS and Israeli strikes
duringa 12-day war, se-
verely limiting Iran’s ca-
pacity to enrich ura-
nium.

His remarks came
as Iranian parliamentary
spokesman Ebrahim
Rezaei said that the
country could enrich
uranium up to 90pc pu-

rity, a level considered
weapons-grade, if Iran
was attacked again.
“One of Iran’s op-
tions in the event of an-
other attack could be 90
per cent enrichment. We
will review it in the par-
liament,” Rezaei, who is
a spokesperson for the
parliamentary national
security and foreign
policy - commission,
posted on X.
Meanwhile, AFP
citing Iranian media re-
ported that Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guards held
military exercises in
Tehran "on Tuesday to

prepare for any confron-

UAE attacks on
Iran The Wall Street
Journal has reported
that the United Arab
Emirates carried out at-
tacks on Iran early last
month.

In an article on
Monday, the American
newspaper said the
UAE’s attacks targeted
a refinery located on
Iran’s Lavan Island and
took place “around the
time” US President
Donald Trump was “an-
a ceasefire in
after a five-

week air strike campaign.

The US quietly wel-
comed the Emirati strikes
and any other Gulf
states that wanted to
join the fight, the paper
reported, citing one un-
named source.

WSJ did not
specify a date or time.
However, the morning of
April 8, Iranian state
broadcaster IRIB said

“missile and drone at-
tacks on the Emirates
and Kuwait have taken
place a few hours after
the targeting of Lavan
island oil facilities in
Iran”, AFP reported.

The refinery was
Iran’s 10th biggest refin-
eryas 0f 2020, handling
60,000 barrels of crude
per day, according to
EIA figures.

Hormuz deadlock

On the other hand,
Iran expandedits defini-
tion of the Strait of
Hormuz into a “vast op-
erational area” far wider
than before the Iran war,
according to a senior oft
ficer in the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) Navy.

The strait is no
longer viewed as a nar-
row stretch around a
handful of islands but in-
stead has been greatly
enlarged in scope and
military significance,
sai. ohammad
Akbarzadeh, deputy po-
litical director of the
IRGC Navy, the state-af-
filiated Fars news
agency reported on
Tuesday.

EU top diplomat
Kaja Kallas, however,
said the bloc could ex-
pand a naval mission it
has in the Red Sea to
cover the Strait of
Hormuz, once the Iran
war ended.

1 Palestinian child killed every week in West
Bank since January 2025: UNICEF

NEWS DESK:At least
70 Palestinian children
have been killed in the
occupied West Bank, in-
cluding East Jerusalem,
since the of

were injurcd, most by  cludinghhomes,schools,
live

dents in 2026, including
killings, injuries, deten-
tions, school demoli-
tions, and denial of ac-
cess to schools.

“Children are pay-
ing an intolerable price
for. cmlmmg militarised

"and Israeli

healthcare access.
ccording to
UNICEF, more than 2,500

2025, averaging roughly
one child per week,
UNICEF said on Tues”
day.

Speaking to report-
ers in Geneva, James El-
der, spokesperson for
the UNICE, said 93% of
the children were killed
by Isracli forces, while
another 850 children

including
1,100 children, were dis.

“Schools, which
should be places of
safety and stability, are
increasingly becoming
sites of fear,” he said.

The spokesperson
further warned of wors-
ening itarian con-

occupier attacks across

the West Bank, includ- p]aced in the first four

ing Eaal.lcrusa]cm Elder months of 2026 alone,

said. exceeding the total dis-
He warned that the ~placement recorded dur-

violence was not limited  ing all 0f2025.

to direct attacks but also Elder al ited a

Russia, Ukraine resume strikes

NEWS DESK:As a
three-day truce expired
on Tuesday, Russia and
Ukraine resumed strikes,
with Ukrainian authori-
ties saying that the at-
tack on Kyiv with drones
killed one person in the
eastern region of
Dnipropetrovsk.

The Russian mili-

ditions,

including damage
to water infrastructure
and rising child deten-
tions.

involved the “steady sharp increase in attacks
dismantling” of systems ~affecting education,
children depend on to with 99 documented
survive and grow, in- education-related inci-

According to
UNICEF, 347 Palestinian
children from the West
Bank were currently held
in Israeli military deten-
tion,

the highest number
in eight years, with more
than halfunder adminis-
trative detention.

“Their suffering
cannot be normalised,”
Elder said, urging Israeli
authorities and influen-
tial states to act in line
with international law to
protect Palestinian chil-
dren.

Hantavirus outbreak renews painful
memories for Patagonian village

NEWS DESK:Mailen
Valle lost her father and
two sisters during a
hantavirus outbreak
more than seven years
agoin Epuyen, a village
in Argentina’s Patagonia
region.

With the recent
hantavirus outbreak on
the MV Hondius cruise
ship, hard memories
have resurfaced for the
33-year-old.

"Losing my dad and
my two sisters in less
than a month..." she told

Her voice broke
and she laughed ner-
vously, opting to read
from a prepared state-
ment because she knew
it would be hard to
speak.
"Nobody was pre-
pared to see how, in a
matter of days, a family
table was left empty,"
she said.

‘While the Hondius
outbreak has left three
people dead, it has yet
to surpass the Epuyen
outbreak, which re-
corded 34 cases and 11
fatalities between De-
cember 2018 and March
2019 inthe town of 2,400

tar) said it
lmd shot down 27 Ukrai-
nian drones after the
ceasefire expired.

us President
Donald Trump had an-
nounced the truce on
Friday, hours before
Russia’s World War 1T
victory celebrations,
saying he hoped it
would mark “the begin-
ning of the end” of the
four-year-old conflict.

But even before it
expired, the two coun-
tries had traded accus
tions of attacks on civil-
ians that violated the
truce.Kremlin says too
early to talk about ‘spe-
cifics’ after Putin says
war ‘heading to an end’

In a Telegram post,
head of the Ukr: n
capital military adminis-
tration Tymur
Tkachenko said, “En-
emy UAVs are currently
over Kyiv. Please stay
safe until the alert is
cleared.”

‘The military admin-
istration told residents

as truce expires

to remain in shelters as
its air defences could be

side, “air defence duty
assets intercepted and
destroyed 27 Ukrainian
fixed-wing UAVs” over
the Belgorod, Voronezh
and Rostov regions,
Russia’s defence minis-
trysaid.Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr
Zelensky earlier said
fighting with Russia was
ongoing despite the
truce. “Today, there was
no silence at the front,
there was fighting, We
have recorded all of
this,” he said in the final
hours of the truce.

It was “clear that
the war in Iran is now
drawing the most atten-
tion from America”,

-

ssian strikes in east-
ern Ukraine killed one
person and wounded at
least four others, re-
gional military authori-
ties said.

The strikes killed a
man and wounded a
woman in the area of
Synelnykove in the
Dnipropetrovsk region,
the head of the regional
military administration
Oleksandr Ganzha said,
adding that three others
were wounded in strikes
elsewhere in
Dnipropetrovsk.

n the Russian
o

Zelensky added.
'he Kremlin said it
was too early to talk
about “specifics” of
ending the war in
Ukraine after Russian
President Vladimir Putin
said the conflict was
“heading to an end”.
Putin surprised
many by suggesting the
war was “‘coming to an
end”, during a speech on
Saturday after the World
War Il victory parade on
Red Square. But he did
not elaborate on what he
meant and the com-
ments were paired with
criticism of Western
support for Ukraine’s
_amy.

Human-to-human
transmission of
hantavirus was first dis-
covered in 1996 in the
neighboring town of El
Bolson, and it was later
found to have happened
in Epuyen,

"We implemented
quarantine, which re-
quired those who made
contact with a positive
case to isolate for 45
days," Diaz explained.

‘About 100 people
ended up undergoing
the quarantine process
in a display that would
foreshadow the Covid-
19 pandemic that broke
out a year later.

residents, situated in a
part of the Andes where
hantavirus is endemic.

Mailen's father,
Aldo Valle, came down
with it after attending a
birthday party.

"The person with
the virus was just sitting
at the same table as my
dad. And at that table
there were several
people who got infected,
and people died," Mailen
recalled.

The wake for Valle
was another locus of in-
fection, where all three of

ing symptoms, while for
the other, "we had to
take her to the cemetery
without a wake," Mailen
said.

Pre-Covid isolation
The variant of the
hantavirus suspected in
both outbreaks is trans-
mitted through the drop-
pings, saliva and urine
of the Andean mouse.

Jorge Diaz, an epi-
demiologist wnh
Chubut  province's
health department who
worked on the Epuyen
hantavirus outbreak,
told AFP that "we knew
very little about the dis-
ease" in 2018.

“within hours” of show-

Afghamstan

NEWS DESK: Afghan
authorities said on
Tuesday they had ar-
rested two Afghan
journalists from leading
private channel TOLO
News, with media
rights groups calling
for their release.

TOLO News said
in a post on X on Sun-
day that two of their
journalists, Imran Dan-
ish and Mansoor Niazi,
had been detained in
Kabul.

“Security officials,
in talks with TOLO
News, have said that
details on this matter
will be shared after the
relevant legal proce-
dures,” the media out-
let said.

The information
and culture ministry

TV journalists

said that “a few days
ago, two TOLO News
journalists were ar-
rested by security
agencies”.

“Their case is un-
der investigation. The
court has not ruled
yet,” ministry spokes-
man Khobaib Ghofran
said in a statement,
without specifying the
reasons for their

arrest. Advocacy group
the Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists, in an X
post on Tuesday, called
on  Afghanistan’s
Taliban authorities to
“immediately and un-
conditionally release the
detained journalists and
ensure the press can
operate without inter-
ference”.

Afghanistan Media

deta two

Support Organisation,
a local watchdog, ex-
pressed “deep con-
cerns” over the arrests
in a statement issued
on Sunday, deploring
the lack of

“precise informa-
tion... regarding the
reasons for their ar-
rests or their where-
abouts™.

“The arrest of Mr
Danish and Mr Niazi
demonstrates  that
there are no guarantees
for the safety of jour-
nalists and media out-
lets,” the group said.

“Even media
organisations that at-
tempt to adapt their
activities to the current
environment are still
not safe from arbitrary
arrests and pressure.”
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Nurses play vital role in the healthcare system: Punjab CM

and their dedicated ser-
vices for humanity.
In her special mes-

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Chief Mi
Nawaz Sharif on Tues-
day paid rich tribute to
nurses on International
Nurses Day, acknowl-
edging their vital role in
the healthcare system

age and compassion for
patients during times of
illness, pain and help-
sage issued on the oc- lessn he remarked
casion of International that nurses were the
Nurses Day, the chief backbone of every hos-
minister said nurses pital and healthcare sys-
symbolized hope, cour- tem, as they remained

engaged day and night

in the care and treatment

of patients.
CM

Maryam Nawaz
said nursing was not
merely a profession but
a sacred duty, adding
that nurses were held in

high esteem in every so-
ciety due to their com-
mitment and humanitar-
ian services.

The chief minister

professional growth,
dignity and sel f-respect
of nurses in all public
hospitals_across the
province. She said vari-

programmes, were being
introduced in the nurs-
ing sector to improve the
living standards and
professional capabilities

launched an internship
programme for BSN
nursing degree holders
under which interns
were being provided sti-

reiterated the Punjab ous initiatives, includ- of nurses. pends equivalent to the
government’s commit- ing language courses She said the Punjab ~ basic salary of a charge
ment to ensuring the and specialised training government had nurse.

[

ISLAMABAD: MNA Abdul Qadir Gilani calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Katchery Chowk was PM hails citizen
opened for traffic | martyred while foiling

RAWALPINDI ingonalternate routes 101, 3
(INP): Maarka-e-Haq throughout the project suICIde attaCk mn Jand
ISLAMABAD ways be remembered

Square, formerly was asignificant chal-

known as Katchery lenge, adding that ef- | (INP): Prime Minister by the nation.

Chowk was opened fective planning and | Shehbaz Sharif on The premier said

for traffic on Tuesday strategy helped avert | Tuesday paid tribute such fearless and cou-

after completion of a major traffic problems | to the brave civilian, rageous citizens are a

major remodelling across the city. Liaqat, who embraced true symbol of the
martyrdom  while nation’s resolve

project aimed at eas- Farhan Aslam
ing congestion at one said over 750 traffic | thwarting a major ter- against tcr(orisln, add-
rorist attack near ing that Liagat’s sac-

of Rawalpindi’s busi- police officers and
est intersections. personnel performed | Khushal Garh Bridge rifice would remain a
in the interp: beacon of i

The project, com-  round-the-clock duties
pleted within six to ensure smooth ve- | area between Punjab for every Pakistani.
months, included the hicular movement dur- | and Khyber He reiterated that
construction of three ing the remodelling [ Pakhtunkhwa. In a the entire nation
underpasses and three  work. statement, the prime stands shoulder to
flyovers to facilitate He said citizens | minister said Liagat shoulder with the
uninterrupted traffic were i in- | acted r ibl; country’s  security
flow. In a statement, formed about the traf- | stopping a suspicious forces and law en-
individual and asking forcement agencies in

Chief Traffic Officer fic situation through
(CTO) Rawalpindi social and other media | for identification near the fight against ter-

Farhan Aslam said platforms. Jand and Khushal rorism. The prime
more than 200,000 ve- The CTO appre- | Garh Bridge in Kohat minister said the
hicles would now be ciated the efforts of | district. During the people of Pakistan had

encounter, the sus-
pected terrorist deto-
nated himself, result-
ing in Liagat’s martyr-
dom. Shehbaz Sharif
said the timely cour-
age and bravery
shown by the martyr
prevented a large-
scale loss of life. He
added that Liaqat’s
supreme sacrifice and
patriotism would al-

Govt has launched comprehensive campaign to address
issue of out-of-school children, NA told

ISLAMABAD (INP): tion with the Ministry of
Minister of State for Fed-  Federal Education and
eral Education and Pro- Professional Training,
fessional ~Training the National Commis-
Wajiha Qamar on Tues- sion for Human Devel-
day informed the Na- opment (NCHD), Basic
tional Assembly that the Education Community
government had Schools, and several
launched a comprehen-  non-governmental orga-
sive campaign to ad- nizations.
dress the issue of out- Wajiha Qamar in-
of-school children and formed the House that a
learning poverty across door-to-door survey
the country. Respond- had been initiated in
ing to a Calling Atten- March to identify educa-
tion Notice moved by tional “hotspots” af-
MNAs Ibrar Ahmad, fected by migration, cli-
Anjum Ageel Khan,and mate-related disrup-
Malik Shakir Bashir tions, poverty, and lack
Awan regarding the pres-  of access to schools.
ence of around 26 million he said 36 union
out-of-school children, councils had been iden-
the minister said the tified, of which surveys
government was imple- in 30 had already been
menting targeted inter- completed, leading to
ventions through formal the identification of
and non-formal educa- around 17,000 to 18,000
tion sectors. out-of-school children.
She said a campaign The minister said
titled “No Child Left Be-  separate plans had been
hind”  had been devised for children
launched  in the aged five to nine years
Islamabad Capital Terri- and those aged nine to
tory (ICT) in collabora- 16 years, considering

able to pass through
the intersection daily
without disruption.

He said traffic
had remained diverted
to alternative routes
during the construction
work under a compre-
hensive traffic man-
agement plan.

The CTO said
keeping more than
200,000 vehicles mov-

traffic police person-
nel and thanked citi-
zens for their coopera-
tion and patience de-
spite temporary road
closures and diver-
sions.

He said  the
Rawalpindi Traffic
Police would continue
efforts to provide best
traffic facilities to the
road users.

always defeated the
malicious designs of
enemies and would
continue to overcome
terrorism through na-
tional unity and soli-
darity. Shehbaz Sharif’
also prayed for the el-
evation  of  the
martyr’s ranks and
expressed condo-
lences to the bereaved
family.

the different reasons be-
hind school dropouts
and non-enrollment in
both age groups. She
said accelerated learning
programmes, technical
education pathways in-
cluding Middle Tech
and Matric Tech, and
recognition of prior
learning initiatives were
being introduced to
equip children with both
education and employ-
able skills. The minister
added that NCHD had
also initiated pilot accel-
erated learning
programmes in seminar-
ies, which would be ex-
panded further. High-
lighting additional mea-
sures, she said school
‘meal programmes, digital
learning initiatives, and
connected classrooms
through interactive
boards were also being
introduced to improve
student retention and
educauonal access.

a Qamar in-
formcd lhc House that
the matter had also been

discussed during the
38th Inter-Provincial
Education Ministers
Conference (IPEMC),
where provinces shared
their respective strate-
gies and plans to tackle
out-of-school children
according to local dy-
namics and challenges.

Responding to a
supplementary question
raised by MNA Anjum
Aqeel Khan, the minis-
ter acknowledged that
education data had long
remained a challenge,
adding that the ministry
had established the In-
stitute of Education as a
technical arm to improve
data protocols and man-
agement systems

She said the minis-
try had developed an
education portal where
complete records of en-
rolled children were
maintained, including
their addresses, parents’
CNIC numbers, and con-
tact details to ensure
proper verification and
tracking.

(QUETTA: MPA Khair Jan Baloch addressing on Provincial Consultative Workshops Rescarch
Study on review of RTSM system and exploring its Scalability in Balochistan. Provincial Secretary
education Lal Jan Jaffer and others also present.

Sharjeel inaugurates two new routes of

Peoples Bus Service in Khairpur

SUKKUR (INP): Se-
nior Sindh Minister for
Information, Transport
& Mass  Transit
Sharjeel Inam Memon
on Tuesday inaugu-
rated two new routes
of the Peoples Bus
Service in Khairpur,
saying the initiative
would provide afford-
able travel facilities to
the people of the dis-

free lung treatment.
Mehran University,
Khairpur Medical Col-
lege Campus, Cadet
College Khairpur and
campuses of other col-
leges have also been
established here," he
added.

The Senior Minis-
ter said development
projects were not lim-
ited to Khairpur alone,

ger of the Peoples Bus
Service.

“Pink Bus Service
and Pink Scooties for
women will also be in-
troduced in Khairpur,
in addition to the
Peoples Bus Service,”
he announced.

Commenting on
politics, the minister
said every party had
the right to participate

He urged citizens
to take care of
Peoples Bus Service
buses, said that they
are for all of you, pro-
tect them.

Today we are
launching two new
routes of the Peoples
Bus Service, he said
and added that Fuel
prices have risen glo-
bally and in Pakistan

trict. but were being ex- inpolitics butcriticism as well. If the people
Addressing the ecuted across the should remain within of Khairpur get AC
ceremony, he con- province. “Under the ethical limits. Pakistan buses at low fares,

what could be better.
He said the Sindh
government was pro-
viding a subsidy for
every  passenger.
More buses for
Khairpur are also in-
cluded in the new
scheme, he added.
He said work
was under way on
water schemes and
road projects in Sindh.

Hunan Agricultural
Machinery makes
debut at Agri
Asia exhibition

LAHORE (INP): A mile-
stone in Sino-Pakistani

gratulated the elected
representatives and
residents of Khairpur
Mirs on the launch of
the low cost transport
service.

He said that the
record development
work has been carried
out in every district of
Sindh. “Khairpur is
home to Pakistan’s
only hospital offering

Daycare facility at
Islamabad irport to
support female
employees launched

ISLAMABAD (INP): accommodate employ-
Pakistan A:rpom Au- ees working in shifts at
thority (PAA) has the airport.
launched a daycare facil- Separately, the Paki-
ity at Jinnah Interna- stan Airports Authority
tional Airport to support  (PAA) decided to intro-
female employees work- duce an electric cart ser-
ing at the airport. vice across the
According to the country’s airports to en-
authority, the daycare hance passenger conve-
centre was inaugurated nience. In the first phase,
by the Director General the service would be
of the Pakistan Airports launched at airports in
Authority following the Islamabad, Karachi,
establishment of a simi-  Lahore and Multan. The
lar facility at the authority hadinvited
organisation’s head- tenders for the provi-
quarters. Officials of the ~ sion of electric passen-
Pakistan Airports Au- ger mobility cart ser-
thority said the newly vices. The facility would
established childcare enable travellers to move
centre will be available between parking areas
for the children of all and concourse halls,
working mothers em- while return trips from
ployed at the airport. terminal buildings to
The facility will initially parking zones will also
cater to children aged be covered.
between three months According to Direc-
and three years and will tor Commercial Rabia
operate from 9am to Spm  Salmi passengers would
during the first phase.  be able to book the elec-
The  authority tric carts viaamobile ap-
added that plans are un-  plication. She added that
der consideration to ex-  the initiative would sig-
pand the daycare centre nificantly ease travel for
into a 24-hour facility in  passengers, particularly
the near future to better the elderly.

leadership of PPP
Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari, be-
sides building 2.1 mil-
lion houses, the
Peoples Bus Service
has been launched in
the province,” he
added.

He said the Sindh
government would
bear a portion of the
fare for every passen-

needs young leader-
ship. Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has defended
Pakistan on every
front, he said.
Referring to re-
cent tensions, Memon
said Pakistan’s armed
forces had shattered
Modi’s arrogance dur-
ing Marka-i-Haq and
wiped the sindoor off
India’s forehead.

stan Hunan Chamber of
Commerce Liaison Cen-
terand Jate-
way Pakistan, a local
trade facilitation plat-
form.

The agreement lays
the groundwork for es-
tablishing communica-
tion channels and deep-
ening commercial ties
while also ensuring sup-
port for the promotion
and market entry of
Hunan agricultural ma-
chinery in Pakistan.

Punjab is currently
accelerating its drive for
agricultural moderniza-
tion and has demon-
strated an urgent need
for small and medium-
sized agricultural ma-
chinery. Shuangfeng
County in Loudi holds a
distinct advantage in the
agricultural machinery
industry. Known as the
"Hometown of Rice Mill
Machinery in China"
and "China's Agricul-
tural Machinery Home-
town," Shuangfeng pro-
duces products known
for their strong applica-
bility to local farming
conditions.

was achieved during the
19th International Agri
Asia Exhibition and Con-
ference 2026 as Hunan
officially launched its
agricultural machinery
into the Pakistani market
with a dedicated launch
and debut ceremony in
Lahore.

The "Hunan and
Pakistan Together Em-
powering Agriculture
with Machinery— Build-
ing Pakistan's Agricul-
tural Modernization:
Hunan Agricultural Ma-
chinery Pakistan Coop-
eration Matchmaking
Conference and
Shuangfeng Agricultural
Machinery Lahore De-
but Exhibition Cer-
emony" took place dur-
ing the three-day exhibi-
tion, which was held
from May 9 to 11 at the
Lahore Expo Centre.

According to China
Economic Net, a key
highlight of the cer-
emony was the signing
of a cooperation agree-
ment between the Paki-

ISL
ML S. Paul K:
was accompanied by U.S. Chargé d' Affaires Ms. Natalie A. Baker.

Gov to release employees' salaries, pensions in
advance ahead of Eid-ul-Adha

ISLAMABAD tobemadeon22May, mosphere Research is expected to be ap-
(INP): The Pakistan sources added. Commission proximately 18 hours
government has de- Officials said the (SUPARCO) has pre- and 30 minutes, which
cided to release s payments will be pro- dicted that Eidul Adha is generally con:
ries and pensions of cessed under the Fed- 2026 in Pakistan is ered sufficient for vi
federal employees in eral Government Re- likely to fall on ibility to the naked
advance ahead of Eid- ceipts and Payments Wednesday, May 27, e.
ul-Adha 2026. Rules 2025. The Con-  based on astronomical SUPARCO fur-
According  to troller General of Ac- calculations. ther noted that in
sources, the Ministry counts has reportedly According  to Pakistan’s coastal ar-
of Finance has pre- been instructed to en- SUPARCO’s initial eas, the time differ-
pared arrangements sure timely disburse- assessment, there is a ence between sunset
for the early disburse- ment of salaries and strong possibility of and moonset on May
ment of salaries and pensions. The Ministry sighting the Dhul 17 will be around 60
pensions for May ofFinance has also di- Hijjah moon on Sun- minutes, increasing the
26. rected all relevant de-  day, May 17. likelihood of crescent
partments to ensure The space agency  visibility.
immediate implemen- stated that the moon For clear moon
tation of the decision. for Dhul Hijjah 1447 sighting, the moon’s
It is to be noted AH will be born at age typically needs to
that the Pakistan 1:0lamonMay17.By be close to 20 hours,
Space and Upper At- sunset, the moon’s age the agency added.

Mr. Kapur

tral Asi

)
<

In view of the up-
coming Eid-ul-Adha
2026 holidays, pay-
ments to government
employees and pen-
sioners are expected
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Governor Balochistan Distributes Presidential Civil
Awards at Prestigious Ceremony in Quetta

QUETTA: A presti-
gious ceremony for
the distribution of
Presidential ~ Civil
Awards in connection
with Pakistan Day
was held at the Gov-
ernor House Quetta
on Tuesday.

On behalf of the
President of Pakistan,
Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail presented
civil awards, including
the Sitara-c-Shujaat
and Tamgha-e-Imtiaz,
to distinguished per-
sonalities from differ-
ent fields in recognition
of their outstanding
services to the prov-
ince and the country.

The  dignified
event was attended by
Federal Minister for
Science and Technol-
ogy Nawabzada
Khalid Hussain Magsi,
provincial ministers,
members of the as-
sembly including Pro-
vincial Minister Mir

Asim Kurd Gello, Mir
Muhammad  Khan
Lehri,

Haji Barkat Rind,
Kulsoom Niaz
Baloch, senior gov-
ernment officials, re-
spected guests, in
viduals from various
sectors, and family
members  of the
award recipients.

Those who re-

ceived the Presidential
Civil Awards included
Shaheed ~ Ghulam
Fareed,
Director Agricul-
ture  Dr. Syed
Habibullah ~ Shah,
Muhammad Karim
Saqib, Sultan Javed
Jamal, Noor
Muhammad Baloch,
Shahzaib Khan,
haheed Muzaffar

Hussain Jamali,
founding Vice Chan-
cellor of Bolan Uni-
versity of Medical and
Health Sciences Pro-
fessor Dr.

Naqeebullah
Achakzai, Vice Chan-
cellor of BUITEMS
Dr. Khalid Hafeez, re-
nowned artist A.D.
Baloch, and Fazal

Officials stated
that these Presidential
Awards were origi-
nally scheduled to be
distributed on March
23,2026, on the occa-
sion of Pakistan Day.
However, due to un-
avoidable circum-
stances, the ceremony
was postponed and
later rescheduled for

May 13

Quetta Administration Steps Up Cleanliness, Traffic
Management and Anti-Encroachment Drive

QUETTA: On the direc-
tives of Chief Minister
Balochistan Sarfraz
Bugti, a high-level meet-
ing was held under the
chairmanship  of
Mehrullah Badini to re-
view sanitation condi-
tions, traffic manage-
ment, anti-encroach-
ment_operations, and
overall urban service de-
livery in Quetta city.
The meeting was
attended by all Assis-
tant Commissioners, of-
ficials from the Metro-

Police, and other rel-
evant departments.

During the session,
participants conducted
adetailed review of on-

going efforts to improve
the city’s sanitation sys-
tem, h traf-

missioner instructed all
concerned departments
to work in close coordi
nation to provide cit
zens with a clean, orga-
nized, and better urban

tion to ensure smooth
traffic flow and to pre-
vent public inconve-
nience.

It was alsoagreed in
the meeting to further in-

against illegal parking.

Deputy Com-
mi ner directed offi-
cials to maintain field
presence to promptly
address public issues

H that

politan Corporation ficflow, and remove ille-
gal encroachments.

etta,
Traffic Police, QDA, The Deputy Com-

anti-encroachment op-
erations should con-
tinue without discrimina-

tensify cam-
paigns across different
areas ofthe city, improve
traffic and
take effective acuon

and to review depart-
mental performance on a
daily basis to ensure ¢l
fective i

ofcivic improvement:

Deputy Commissioner Sohbatpur Chairs District
Health Committee Meeting, Orders
Crackdown on Fake Medicines and Quack Doctors

SOHBATPUR: An
important meeting of
the District Health
Committee was held
under the chairman-
ship of Fareeda Tareen
to review ongoing pub-
lic health initiatives and
improve medical facil
ties across the district.
The meeting was at-
tended by all commit-
tee members and rep-
resentatives of relevant
departments. The pri-
mary objective of the
session was to evalu-
ate healthcare pro-
grams and ensure bet-
ter delivery of medical
services to the public.

During the meet-
ing, participants dis-
cussed in detail the
overall health situation
in the district, facilities
available at Basic Health
Units (BHUs), Rural

vices and public wel-
fare, while participants
emphasized adopting a
joint strategy for effec-
tive implementation.
Special attention was
given to the serious is:

sue of illegal sale of
fake and expired medi-
cines in the district.

Health Centers In this regard, au-
(RHCs), and the Dis- thorities directed con-
trict Headquarters Hos- cemed departments to

conduct regular in-
spections of markets,
medical stores, and pri-
vate clinics, and to take
strict legal action
against violators.

The meeting also

pital, as well as staff
performance and the
system of medicine
supply.

Various proposals
were presented to im-
prove healthcare ser-

decided to launch in-
discriminate action
against quack doctors
to protect the public
from unsafe and sub-
standard medical treat-
ment.

Officials made it
clear that no leniency
would be shown to in-
dividuals endangering
human lives.

Participants fur-
ther stressed the need
to ensure the atten-
dance of doctors and
paramedical staff at all
healthcare facilities.

It was decided to
introduce a strict moni-

toring system and take
disciplinary action
against absent staff
members.
The

Isodi

government’s top pri-
orities.

She emphasized
that all concerned insti-

committee tutions must fulfill their
d St it

Deputy Commissioner Nasirabad
Chairs District Health Committee
Meeting, Orders Action
Against Absent Medical Staff

no leniency would be

NASIRABAD : An im-
portant meeting of the
District Health Commit-
tee was held under the
chairmanship of Captain
(Retd.) Zulfiqar Ali Karar
to review healthcare ser-
vices and administrative
matters across the dis-
trict.

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer Dr. Ayaz
Jamali, Medical Superin-
tendent Dr. Habib

Pindrani, Drug Inspec-
tor Ejaz Ali, Accounts
Officer Amjad Behrani,
PPHI representative
Munir Ahmed Gurani,
Personal Secretary to
the Deputy Commis-
sioner Manzoor Shirazi,
and other concerned of-
ficials.

During the session,
participants reviewed in
detail the medical facili-
ties being provided to
the public, the perfor-
mance of government
hospitals, action against
absent doctors and para-

medical staff, availability
of medicines, challenges
faced by healthcare cen-
ters, and implementation
of government direc-
tives in the health sec-
tor.

shown toward absent
doctors, paramedical
staff, or other officials,
as their negligence not
only creates hardships
for the public but also
affects government ini-
tiatives.

The deputy com-
missioner also ed
strict directives against
medical stores sclling
syringes other than
auto-disable (auto-de-

Officials briefed the
deputy commissioner on
existing healthcare is-
sues, service delivery,
and difficulties faced by
the public in accessing
medical treatment.

Addreumg the

struct) syringes.

He ordered authori
ties to take indiserimi-
nate legal action against
violators to eliminate
risks to human lives.

He further stated
that the directives of the
Chief Minister of
Balochistan and the
Chief Secretary are being
implemented in letter
and spirit,

while reforms in the
health sector remain
among the
government’s highest
priorities.

me mg Deputy Com-
missioner  Captain
(Retd. )ZulﬁqarAh Karar
stated that providing
quality healthcare facili-
ties (0 the public is the
government’s primary
responsibility and top
priority in line with the
vision of the Govern-
ment of Balochistan.
He emphasized that
negligence, careless-
ness, and absenteeism
in the health sector
would not be tolerated
under any circum-
stances. He warned that

Deputy Commissioner Jaffarabad
Chairs District Health Committee
Meeting to Improve Medical Services

JAFFARABAD : Anim-
portant meeting of the
District Health Commit-
tee was held under the
chairmanship of Khalid
Khan to review
healthcare services and
public health facilities
across the district.

The meeting was
attended by Additional

effec-
nvely to provide qual-
and  timely
henhhcare services to
the public. She further
stated that desired re-
sults  cannot  be
achieved without ef-
fective monitoring,
timely decision-mak-
ing, and active institu-
tional performance.
At the conclusion
of the meeting, partici-
pants reaffirmed their

to improve the supply

Deputy C
Huzoor Bakhsh Bugti,
the District Health Of-
ficer, Medical Superin-
tendent, representatives
of PPHI, and other offi-
cials from the health de-
partment. During the
session, participants
conducted a detailed re-
view of medical facilities
being provided to the
public, the performance
of Basic Health Units
(BHUs), availability of
medicines, attendance of
doctors and paramedical
staff, vaccination pro-

commitment to utilizing
allavai to
improve the healthcare
sector in Sohbatpur
district and ensure the
provision of safe, qual-
ity,

chain system to ensure
the uninterrupted and
timely availability of es- and accessible

sential medicines at medical facilities to the
health centers through-  yplic,

arams, maternal and
child healthcare, anti-
polio campaigns, and
improvements  in
healtheare services in
rural arcas.

Relevant officials
briefed the deputy com-
missioner on ongoin,

out the district.
Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner  Fareeda
Tareen said that im-
proving the public
health sector remains
one of the

Development Projects in

Killi Badini Sariab Gain

Momentum Under MPA
Funds of PPP Leader
Haji Ali Madad Jatak

QUETTA: Development
work in Killi Badini
Sariab is progressing
rapidly under the MPA
development funds of
Haji Ali Madad Jatak, a
central leader of the Pa-
kistan Peoples Party,
provincial minister, and
elected public represen-
tative. The ongoing
projects are being seen
as the beginning of a
new era of development

Residents of the
area have welcomed the
pace of the development
work, stating that the
completion of these
projects will not only re-
solve long-standing
civic issues but also sig-
nificantly improve daily
life. According to locals,
the lack of basic infra-
structure in the past had
caused severe difficul-
ties, but the current de-
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healthcare services at
hospitals, BHUs, and
rural health centers,
highlighting existing
challenges and future
plans aimed at improv-
ing medical facilities for
the public.
Addressing _the
meeting, Deputy Com-
ioner Khalid Khan
stated that the health
sector is a fundamental
pillar of public service
and that providing qual-
ity healthcare facilities
to citizens remains the
district administration’s
top priority. He directed
authorities to ensure the
availability of doctors,
medical staff, and medi-
cines in all government
hospitals and health
centers so that people
donot face difficulties in
obtaining medical treat-
‘ment. The deputy com-
missioner also empha-

sized the need to pay
special attention to
healthcare facilities in
remote and rural areas
and to take effective
measures for the imme-
diate resolution of pub-
lic complaints.

Khalid Khan urged
health department offi-
cials to perform their
duties with honesty and
dedication, warning that
negligence or careless-
ness in providing
healthcare services
would not be tolerated.

He further stated
that in line with govern-
ment directives, efforts
should be intensified to
improve the health sec-
tor, sanitation condi-
tions, vaccination pro-
grams, and emergency
medical services to en-
sure better healthcare fa-
cilities for the people of
Jaffarabad.
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1 efforts are
bringing visible positive
changes to the area.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Provincial Min-
ister Haji Ali Madad
Jatak said that serving
the public and resolving
their problems remain
his top priorities.

and prosperity in the

a.

The development
initiatives include con-
struction and repair of
roads, improvement of
drainage systems, pav-
ing of streets, and pro-
vision of other basic
public facilities.
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Finance minister discusses budget preparations with visiting IMF mission

NEWS DESK:Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Wednes-
day discussed prepara-
tions for the upcoming
federal budget and the
country’s broader reform
agenda with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) Visiting
Islamabad, the finance
ministry said.

He briefed the del-
egation on the country’s

delegation to Islamabad,
the finance minister “ap-
preciated the Fund’s
continued engagement
and constructive dia-
logue” with the govern-
ment, it said, adding
Aurangzeb particularly
acknowledged the pro-
ductive discussions ini-
tiated during the spring
meetings held in Wash-
ington earlier this year.

The ministry added

fiscal strategy, reform
priorities, and the
government’s ongoing
efforts to ensure sustain-
able economic stability
and long-term growth,
the ministry said on the
social media platform X.

The ministry said
that the

that gzeb shared
encouraging develop-
ments rcgarding the
country’s external sec-
tor, highlighting positive
trends in remittances
and export performance.
“He noted that re-
cent data indicated im-
provement in exports on
h e h. h

cused on the country’s
“macroeconomic
stabilisation efforts,
preparations for the up-
coming federal budget,
and the broader reform
agenda aimed at

and a year-on-year ba-
sis, reflecting growing
resilience in the economy
and a gradual strength-
ening of macrogconomic
fundamentals,” it said.
Further, Lhc finance

fiscal and

minister that

forms aimed at strength-

stated  that the

external
while fostering sustain-
able economic growth”
“Both sides e
changed views on main-
taining reform momen-
tum, preserving macro-
economic stability, and
advancing structural re-
forms to promote invest
ment, productivity, and
export-led growth within
a balanced and forward-
looking policy frame-
work,” the ministry said.
ing the IMF

slabi]isation efforts had
produced encouraging
results, the government
remained fully mindful of
the structural chal-
lenges confronting the
economy, particularly
external liabilities and
the need to accelerate
sustainable, export-led
growth, it said,
Aurangzeb also re-
iterated thy
government’s commit-

‘e

ening macr
stability without com-
promising long-term
growth prospects.

“In this regard, he
underscored the impor-
tance of moving Pak
stan away from recur-
ring boom-and-bust
cycles through struc-
tural reforms, productiv-
ity enhancement, de-
regulation, and im-
proved export competi-
tiveness,” it said.

ment to d re-

gzeb further

overnment’s reform
agenda had been care-
fully calibrated in con-
sultation with interna-
tional experts and
economists. He

emphasised that the on-
going policy measures
were not driven by
short-term consider-
ations, but formed part
of a broader and techni-
cally grounded eco-
nomic transformation
strategy endorsed at the
highest level, the minis-

try added.

The finance minis-
ter also briefed the mis-
sion on the country’s
continued engagement
with international devel-
opment partners, incls
ing ongoing economic
cooperation initiatives
with China and efforts
aimed at mobilising
long-term investment
aligned with  the
country’s strategic eco-
nomic priorities.

According to the
ministry, the visiting

IMF mission, led by Iva
Petrova, acknowledged
the “positive progress
made by Pakistan in
maintaining macroeco-
nomic stability despite a
challenging global and
regional environment”.
e mission appre-
iated the government’s
continued commitment
to prudent economic
management and reform
implementation,” the
ministry said.
“The IMF team
emphasised the impor-

tance of sustaining re-
form momentum, main-
taining fiscal discipline,
and advancing struc-
tural reforms to support
durable and inclusive
economic growth. Dis-
ussions during the
‘meeting also focused on
the broader macroeco-
nomic framework, the
government’s reform
agenda, and priorities
for the upcoming bud-
get,” it said.
“The mission reaf-
firmed its commitment to

continued engagement
and constructive coop-
eration with the govern-
ment of Pakistan in sup-
port of the country’s
economic reform
programme and long-
term economic resil-
ience,” the ministry con-
ed.

Last week, the inter-
national money lender
had approved a new dis-
bursement for Pakistan
ofabout $1.3 billion, ac-
knowledging  the
nation’s resilience in
maintaining economic
stability while warning
that continued reforms
are essential to manage
erowing risks from the
war in the Middle East.

Meanwhile, the
government is consider-
ing reducing the income
tax_burden on salaried
individuals while refrain-
ing from increasing sala-
ries and pensions in the
upcoming budget, aim-
ing to provide equitable
fiscal relief to both pub-
lic and private sector
employees.

Informed sources
have told Dawn that
Aurangzeb has ex-
pressed a desire to lower
taxrates and. if possible,
raise the taxable income
threshold for the salaried
class in recognition of
their significant contri-
bution to revenue gen-
eration compared to re-
tailers, wholesalers, ex-
porters and real estate
players.

India hikes gold, silver duties
to protect sliding rupee

Narendra Modi had

NEWS DESK:India
has boosted its import
tariffs on gold and sil-
ver in an effort to
shore up the sagging
value of the rupee and
bolster foreign cur-
rency reserves hit by
war in the Middle
East.
Gold imports are
financed through dol-
lars, which means
buyers have to spend
down foreign reserves
or convert rupees to
make purcha:

Prime Minister

NEWSDESK:Supported
by higher-than-targeted
provincial contributions,
strong petroleum lcvy
collections and lower in-
terest payments during
the first three quarters of
the current fiscal year,
Pakistan recorded its
lowest fiscal deficit in at
least 27 years at 0.7 per
cent of GDP, despite a
decline in revenue ratios
and increases in most
expenditure heads ex-
cept debt servicing.
According to offi-
cial fiscal operations
data released by the
Ministry of Finance for
July-March, the histori-
cally low fiscal deficit
was achieved after a
eradual reversal of the
Rs2.1 trillion surplus,
equivalent to 1.6pc of
GDP, recorded in the first
quarter (July-Septem-
ber) of the current fiscal

year.

The budget surplus
had narrowed to Rs542
billion (0.4pc of GDP) by
the end of the first half
and eventually turned
into a fiscal deficit of
Rs857bn by the end of
the third quarter.

The data showed
that petroleum levy re-
mained
government’s largest

already appealed days
ago to the public to
avoid buying gold for
a year as the rupee’s
year-long slide against
the dollar has wors-
ened during the Iran
war.The government
more than doubled im-
port taxes on gold and
silver to about 15 per
cent from the existing
6pe, according to two
official orders ed
late Tuesday.

The energy supply
crisis caused by the

revenue source, surging
by45pc to Rs1.205tr de-
spite mounting public
suffering caused by
higher fuel prices amid
the US-Israel war on
Tran.

The collection ap-
pears set to surpass the
annual  target of
Rs1.468tr by a wide mar-
gin. During the same pe-
riod last year, petroleum
levy coliection stood at
less than Rs835bn.

The State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) also con-
tinued to post healthy
profits thanks to a
lagged impact of histori-
cally high interest rates.

However, the larg-

Mideast war’s closure
of the Strait of
Hormuz — through
which a fifth of the
world’s crude passed
— has hit India hard.
India is the
world’s third-largest
oil importer and the
spiking cost of petro-
leum has hit its foreign
currency reserves.
Elevated crude oil
prices have increased
India’s import bill, put-
ting additional strain
on the country’s bal-
ance of payments and

Fuel levy yields lowe;i fiscal deficit
in nearly three decades

est contribution came
from the provinces,
which exceeded their
annual target by a big
margin under the IMF’s
$7bn Extended Fund Fa-
cility (EFF).

The four provinces
collectively posted a
cash  surplus  of
Rs1.636tr during the
first nine months of the
fiscal year, surpassing
the full-year target of
Rs1.464trby Rs172bn.

With its larger fiscal
muscle, Punjab contrib-
uted the highest provin-
cial surplus of Rs824bn
during July-March, fol-
lowed by Sindh with
Rs441bn.

foreign exchange re-
serves.

Modi on Sunday
urged the people of
India to cut down on
petrol and diesel con-
sumption in response
to the supply disrup-
tions due to the Middle
East war.

Gold, seen as a
symbol of wealth and
prosperity and widely
used during weddings
as well as festivals,
ranks second among
India’s imports, after
crude oil.

hyber
Pakh(unkhwa generated
a surplus of Rs253bn,
while  Balochistan
posted Rs118bn.

On top of this, inter-
est payments dropped
by almost Rsl.5tr to
Rs4.9481r during the pe-
riod compared to
Rs6.44tr a_year ago,
showing a 23pc reduc-
tion.

The above savings
helped the federal gov-
ernment in containing
fiscal deficit to Rs856bn
(0.7pc of GDP) com-
pared to a Rs2.97tr defi-
cit (2.6pc of GDP) last
year, a massive turn-
around of about 71pc.

Auto sales double on cheap financing

NEWS DESK:Barring
the tractor segment,
sales of cars, vans, pick-
ups and sport utility ve-
hicles recorded robust
year-on-year growth of
107 per cent and a
month-on-month rise of
42pc t0 22,015 units in
April, taking the
10MFY26 cumulative
sales to 166,044 units,
up by49 per cent YoY.

Myesha Sohail
Topline Securities said
the impressive year-on-
year growth was driven
by new market entrants,
new product launches,
relatively lower inflation
in previous months, and
a surge in auto financ-
ing.

Auto _financing
reached a 42-month high
in March, up 34pc YoY
and 3pc MoM.

She expects posi-
tive momentum in auto
sales to continue, sup-
ported by lower interest
rates and new hybrid
and plug-in hybrid mod-
els.

Sazgar Engineering
reported sales of 2,225
units in April, up 305pc

YoY and 28pc MoM.
This includes 16 units of
the new TANK variant,
which started deliveries
in April.

The company sold
14,855 unitsin I0MFY26,
up 73pc YoY.

Pak Suzuki posted a
175pc YoY and 76pc
MoM surge to 11,012
units in April, driven
mainly by sales of the

f  Suzuki Alto and Swift.

The company sold
76,718 units in 10MFY26,
a42pc YoY rise.

Honda Atlas Cars
Ltd recorded a rise of
59pc YoY and 17pc MoM
10 2,716 units in April,
while cumulative
10MFY26 sales surged
58pc to 22,813 units.

Indus Motor Com-
pany (IMC) recorded
33p¢ YoY and 12pc MoM
growth to 4,330 units in
April, while July-April
FY26sales rose 51pc YoY
1037,643 units.

Hyundai Nishat
Motors recorded an
11pe YoY and 8pc MoM
increase to 1,002 units in
April, largely driven by
the Tucson model, while

10MFY26 sales rose to
10,684 units, up 30pc

oY,
Bike/rickshaws
Myesha said two-
and three-wheeler sales
increased by 40pc YoY
and l4pc MoM to
190,340 units in April,
markingan all-time-high

This took cumula-
tive 10MFY26 sales to
1.6m units, up 32pc YoY.

he said Atlas
Honda recorded an in-
crease of 41pc YoY and
14pc MoM, with sales
reaching 163,000 units,
marking yet another all-
time-high for the com-
pany.
Truck and bus sales
surged 58pc YoY and
46pc MoM to 824 units
in April, while I0MFY26
sales rose by 72pc to
6,686 units YoY.

Used car imports

Minhal Ali of In-
sight Research said that
Indus Motor Company
(IMC), in its corporate
briefing on Tuesday, in-
formed analysts that
used-car imports surged
by 22pe YoY to 36,000

units in IMFY26.

Used car imports re-
corded a significant de-
cline in March 2026 to
793 units versus 3,785
units in February 2026,
amid a strict import
policy, she said.

However, Myesha
Sohail said that US-Iran
war had also impacted
imports of used cars in
March.

In FY25, used-car
imports totalled 42,122
units.

Tractor

Tractor sales grew
by 76pc YoY, but
plunged 6pc MoM to
2,824 units in April 2026.
Total tractor sales in
10MFY26 fell 7pe YoY to
23,116 units.

Millat Tractors Ltd
(MTL) on Tuesday in-
formed the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
that its subsidiary com-
pany has signed a memo-
randum of understand-
ing (MoU) with a lead-
ing electric bike manu-
facturer of China for the
assembly, manufactur-
ing and marketing of e-
bikes in Pa.klstan

Petroleum levy jumps 45% to Rs1.2tr

NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment reported on
Tuesday that petroleum
levy collection jumped
byRs371 billion, or 45%,
during the first nine
months of this fiscal
year, as the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
projects that Pakistan's
fiscal performance will
be even better than in
the pre war period.

The federal
government's  nine
month petroleum levy
collection amounted to
Rs1.205 trillion, nearly
equal to the total col-
lected during the last fis-
cal year.

A petrol consumer
is now paying Rs117.5
per litre in levyto fill the
government's coffers.

‘Abnormally high
petroleum levy rates, a
steep reduction in inter-
est expenses due to a
50% cut in interest rates,

and record provincial
cash surpluses have
placed Pakistan in a
comfortable position
ahead of the IMF bud-
get talks.

The IMF budget
mission begins discus-
sions today (Wednes-
day), but sources said
the scope of the mission
will go far beyond bud-

ssions.

view progress on legal
amendments to cut the
state's footprint in the
public sector and
liberalise the sugar sec-
tor.

The mission will set
next fiscal year's revenue
and expenditure targets
and review progress on
amending laws.

It will also hold a
meeting to discuss the
fate of commercial banks
after interest based lend-
ing ends in 2028, as re-

quired by the constitu-
tion, according to gov-
ernment sources.

The lender will seek
a progress report on
opening the sugar sec-
tor, which remains
heavily controlled to the

nefit of millers.

The budget that the
IMF endorses will then
be presented to the Na-

tional Assembly next
‘month for approval.

Discussions will
also be held with the
provinces to ensure
they generate Rs1.64 tril-
lion in cash surpluses in
the next fiscal year and
deliver nearlyRs1.78 tril-
lion in tax collection,
said the sources.

The IMF's latest
public disclosure shows
that Pakistan's fiscal per-
formance will be even
better than the targets
set before the war began
in June last year.

This indicates that
the country's finances
have not been signifi-
cantly impacted by the
Middle East conflict, as
the government recov-
ered both international
oil prices and higher
taxes on petroleum prod-
ucts.

The government
had set an overall bud-
get deficit target of 3.9%
of GDP (just over Rs5 tril-
lion) in the last budget.
The IMF's report shows
the deficit could remain
as low as 3.2% of GDP,
which s about Rs900 bil-
lion better than the bud-
get estimates.

This suggests that
federal and provincial
governments had fiscal
space to provide relief
instead of charging
higher taxes, though the
space is largely in the
hands of cash rich prov-
inces.
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Rana stars as Bangladesh down Pakistan in 1st Test thrlller

NEWS DESK:Pace
bowler Nahid Rana
claimed five wickets
as Bangladesh
trumped Pakistan by
104 runs in a rain-hit
first Test on Tuesday
after a thrilling fifth
day of batting col-
lapses.

Chasing 268 for
victory in Dhaka, Pa-
kistan were 119-3 be-
fore they fell to 163 all
out in the final session
with debutant
Abdullah Fazal scoring
a valiant 66.

Bangladesh now
hold a 1-0 lead in the
two-match home se-
ries.

The Test win was
Bangladesh’s first
against Pakistan on
home soil and their
third overall.

The 23-year-old
Fazal put on 51 runs
with Salman Agha,
who made 26, to raise
Pakistan’s hopes of
victory before Rana
rattled the opposition
with career-best fig-
ures of 5-40.

Rana, 23, made
an impact with his
pace and reverse
swing and his final
spell of 4.5 overs got
him four wickets for
just 10 runs to turn the
match on its head.

“Very happy —
proud of all the guys,

Das looks on during
the fifth day of the first
Test cricket match
between Bangladesh
and Pakistan at the
Sher-i-Bangla Na-
tional Stadium in
Mirpur, Bangladesh on
May 12, 2026. — AFP

Shanto’s batting
brilliance

Bangladesh came
into the final day with

the way we played,’
Bangladesh captain
Najmul Hossain
Shanto said.

“We have been
working hard the last
few months and
slowly we are getting
better at Test cricket
— that’s one thing we
have always wanted
to do.”

The victory also

saw Shanlo equal
Mushfiqur Rahim’s
record of seven Test
wins as Bangladesh
captain, achieving the
milestone in just 17
matches compared to
Mushfiqur’s 34.
Pakistan’

Salman Ali Agha (L)
plays a shot as
Bangladesh’s
wicketkeeper Litton

ous 147 kmph (91.3
mph) in-swinging
yorker that bowled
Mohammad Rizwan
for 15.

Rana was onaroll
as he trapped Noman
Ali lbw and then
bounced out Shaheen
Shah Afridi, with
Mahmudul Hasan Joy
taking a simple catch
to complete a famous
victory.

Pakistan captain
Masood proffered no
excuses for his side’s
failure to seize the key
moments  in
match.

“In the first in-
nings, with bat and
ball, we needed to do
better,” he said.

“When you have
the game in your hands
you have to push the
opposition away, but
we failed to do that.”
Shanto stood out for
his batting brilliance as
he made 101 in the
first innings to guide
Bangladesh to 413.

Pakistan re-
sponded with 386 in
their first innings but
conceded a slender
lead after off-spinner
Mehidy returned fig-
ures of 5-102.

Rain played spoil-
sport on the third and

Taskin  Ahmed
took down opener
Imam-ul-Haq for two
and Mchidy Hasan
Miraz bowled
debutant and first-in-
nings centurion Azan
Awais for 15.

Rana removed
Pakistan captain Shan
Masood for two be-
fore Fazal and Agha
counter-attacked in

their fourth-wicket
partnership, but
Bangladesh bowlers
proved their mettle on
home turf to secure
victory in the final ses-
sion of the day.

Rana delivered
the decisive blows. He
had Saud Shakeel
caught behind before fourth days of the Test
producing the ball of with a few overs lost
the match — a thunder-  due to interruptions.

a lead of 179 runs at
152-3 but a clutch of
wickets made them
falter despite Shanto’s
87.

Bangladesh de-
clared their second in-
nings on 240-9 to hand
Pakistan a competitive
target and a chance
for their bowlers to
make use of the dete-
riorating pitch.

Sinner sets up derby with Pellegrino

NEWS DESK:Jannik 31 matches in 2011.
Sinner set up a David v Popyrin was suffo-
Goliath clash with coun- cated by Sinner and
tryman Andrea made 23 unforced errors
Peéllegrino in the last 16 on his way to a compre-
of the Italian Open after hensive defeat.
demolishing Alexei The world number
Popyrin in straight sets 60 only got 48 percent of
6-2,/6-0 on centre court first serves into play and
on Monday. that allowed Sinner to

"It's fun to play a
derbyin ltaly, he's hav-
ing an incredible tourna-
ment with a lot of victo-
ries against some really
good opponents,” Sinl-
ner told reporters.

"We've played each
other a long time ago (in
2019 in an ITF tourna-

all enjoy the atmosphere
out on the court."
With great rival
Carlos Alcaraz out in-
jured and Novak
Djokovic eliminated
carly, Sinner will be red-
hot favourite as he
builds towards complet-
ing the career Grand

The world number ment), but he was a dif- break five times and Slamat the French Open
one easily won his 25th ferent player, and I was ~ close out a match which  which starts next week.
straight match, taking adifferent player." was barely a contest. Former Rome cham-

Sinner meanwhile is
trying to extend his own
récord-breaking run of
overall victories in the

just over an hour to see
off Australia’s Popyrin
and give qualifier
Pellegrino his moment on

Should Sinner pre-
vail at the Foro ltalico he
will be the first Italian to
win there since Adriano

pion Daniil Medvedev
gets his tournament un-
derway by winning an
entertaining match with

the big stage on Tues- ATP's  top-ranked Panatta 50 years ago, PabloLlamas Ruiz3-6,6-
day afternoon. events after having won  and would complete his 4, 6-2, setting up a clash
Pellegrino, 29, who  his last five. collection of Master with Thlago Agustin

Tirante who beat 10th
seed and Rome native
Flavio Cobolli 6-3, 6-4.

Swiatek back to
best?

Iga Swiatek will
face Jessica Pegula on
the quarter-finals of the
women's tournament af-
ter making short work of
Naomi Osaka, beating
the Japan star 6-2, 6-1
and looking more like
the player that won four
French Open titles.

Pole Swiatek hasn't
wona clay court tourna-
ment since claiming her
most recent title at
Roland Garros two years
ago, with personal prob-
lems a factor in her poor
performances on her
favoured surface.

But she looked
back to her old self on
Monday, giving Osaka
nowhere to turn as she
scurried around the
court and finished off
the match in just one
hour and 22 minutes.

Ton-up Ayesha dazzles as Pakistan
rout Zimbabwe in first T20

NEWS DESK:A dazzling
century by Ayesha Zafar
and a fiery spell from
captain Fatima Sana
powered Pakistan to a
crushing 153-run victory
over Zimbabwe in the
opening fixture of the
three-match women’s
Twenty20 International
series at the National
Bank Stadium here on
Tuesday night.

Affer beingasked to
bat, Pakistan piled up an
imposing 237-5 — their
highest total in women’s
T20Is — before bowling
Zimbabwe out for 84 in

beat 20th seed Frances
Tiafoe 7-6 (10/8), 6-1. is
ranked 155 in the world
and before this week had
never played in the main
draw of a Masters 1000
tournament.

The 24-year-old
joins Novak Djokovic as
the only player to wina
year's first 25 Master
1000 matches, with the
Serbian tennis icon's
record run stretching to

1000 tournaments.
"Sinner is different
to everyone else at the
moment, he is a class
above," said Pellegrino.
"Il try to give my
best out there and above

—

182 overs totake a 10~ support from Aliva Riaz, ~alongside Aliya in - ing two wickets.

lead in the th tch wh 48 off 23 icket stand worth The chase never

series. deliveries with four fours 67 runs. gathered momentum as
Ayesha led the and four sixes, while Gull Captain Fatima Fatima ripped through

charge with a sensa-
tional unbeaten 102 off
only 47 balls, smashing
15 fours and two sixes in
an innings that com-
pletely dominated the

Feroza gave Pakistan
carly  momentum
through arapid 37 off 19
balls.

added late impetus with
an unbeaten 21 off 13
balls as Pakistan plun-
dered 70 runs in the fi-
nal five overs.
Zimbabwe’s

the top order with fig-
ures of 3-7

in three overs. Zim-
babwe slumped to 16-5
inside five overs, effec-
tively ending the con-

Pakistan raced to
68-3 inside six overs de-

visitors” attack. spite losing wickets bowlers struggled test.
It was the opener’s regularly in  the throughout, Sadia Igbal and
maiden T20I centuryand ~ powerplay. with skipper Natalia Pervaiz took two

Nomvelo Sibanda con-
ceding 59 runs in her
four overs despite claim-

came at a blistering
strike rate of over 217.
She found solid

Ayesha then rebuilt
innings  before

wickets apiece, while
Rameen  Shamim
chipped in with one.

the
launching an assault

I’ll never forget this day, says Barca’s
Flick after La nga triumph

NEWS DESK:Hours af- died.
ter the death of his fa-

ther, Barcelona coach
Hansi Flick led the
Catalan giants to a sec-
ond straight La Liga title
with a Clasico win over
rivals Real Madrid on
Sunday and said it was
a day he would “never”
forget.

Flick’s Barca side

carned a 2-0 win over
Los Blancos and the
coach said he was grate-
ful to his team for their
support and commit-
ment.
Barcelona turned
the Clasico into a coro-
nation at a roaring Camp
Nou to claim their 29th
La Liga title.

Flick’s side moved
to an unassailable 91
points, 14 clear of sec-
ond-placed Real with
three c games remaining.

The triumph
capped a dominant cam-
paign in which they lost
only four league
matches. Villarreal are
third on 69 points.

Real arrived need-
ing victory to keep their

giving Barcelona the
early lead and sending
the home crowd into
raptures.

Nine minutes later,

Barcelona doubled the
lead. Fermin Lopez
crossed into the area
and Dani Olmo pro-
duced a clever backheel
that sent the ball into the
path of Torres, who rifled
afierce strike into the top
corner.
“I'm proud. I'll
never forget this day.
Never. I'm happy about
this (triumph) and the at-
mosphere in this sta-
dium is unbelievable,”
Flick told reporters.

The German coach
said his mother called
him in the morning to tell
him that his father had

players in celebration at
full-time, said he had
“never” felt so much
love in a stadium as on
this day.

The coach said his
team were still hoping to
match the record of 100
points in a La Liga sea-
son in their final three
league matches, and
their big goal for next
season was to end their
11-year wait for the
Champions League.

Spanish media have
reported Flick will extend
his contract, which ex-
pires in 2027, bya year.

"m feeling in the
right place, at the right
time, and I think we all
want to continue, and we

want to give more for this
club " added Flick.

“This morning, my
mum called me and she
said that my father
passed away. And so [
thought about
(whether) T should hide
it, or should I'speak with
my team? Because for
me it’s like a family,” ex-
plained Flick.

“And I'said, okay, T
want to get the informa-
tion to the players. And
what they did (then) was

lievable. Iwill never
forget this moment.

“I'm really happy
and really proud about
everyone. Every player
in the team. My staff
around as well, and the

Flick, who was
tossed into the air by his

wafer-thin title hopes

alive but Marcus
Rashford crushed those
aspirations just nine
minutes into the game.
Antonio Rudiger
fouled Ferran Torres just
outside the box and
Rashford bent a superb
free kick into Thibaut

Courtois’ top-left comer,

'Don't understand it, but it looks
fun': Cricket bowls Japan over

NEWS DESK:Curious
spectators clutching
rulebooks watch as a
batsman smacks a six
into the sand and weeds
surrounding Japan’s
brand-new  cricket
eround, four months be-
fore it hosts matches at
the Asian Games.
Japanese fans will
be familiar with many of
the events at the Olym-
pic-like multi-sport com-
petition when it is held
in Nagoya from Septem-
ber 19 to October 4, but
most are likely to be
stumped by cricket. daughter watched the
That won’t stop Australian cartoon
them from taking an in- “Bluey”.
terest though, and now In this photo taken
they have a purpose- on May 9, 2026, a spec-
built ground to welcome tator watches the game
star teams such as India  during the ICC T20
and Pakistan. World Cup East Asia-
Korogi Sports Park, ~ Pacific Qualifier match
a converted baseball between Japan and
field that still has a Vanuatu at the Nisshin
pitcher’s mound just be-  Cricket Ground at Korogi
yond the boundary, is Sports Park in Nisshin,
about a 40-minute train  Aichi Prefecture. — AFP
ride from central “I'm looking at the
Nagoya. rules as P'm watching the
It is currently warm-  game because I don’t
ing up for the Asian understand it, but it
Games by hosting its looks fun,” said the 34-
first cricket event, the year-old, who was at-

East Asia-Pacific qualifi-
ers for the 2028 men’s
T20 World Cup.

The qualifiers fea-
ture Japan and fellow
cricket minnows
Vanuatu, Fiji, Samoa, In-
donesia, the Philippines,
Papua New Guinea, the
Cook Islands and South
Korea.

Local resident Yuya
Okimasu, who watched
Japan play Vanuatu with
his wife and two young
children, told AFP that
they had only heard of
cricket because his

despite typhoon season
usually arriving in Japan
in September.

“Iwould say that it
should act like the
pitches in Pakistan,
which are bouncy but
also take spin,” he said.

“It’s got a gnppy
surface, 5o if you put
spin on the ball, it will
spin off.” Korogi Sports
Park is part of an ambi-
tious ~ strategy to
popularise cricket in
baseball-mad Japan,
which world governing
body the ICC sees as one
of fts “priority coun-
tries”.

In this photo taken
on May 9, 2026, fans
watch the ICC T20
World Cup East Asia-
Pacific Qualifier match
between Japan and
Vanuatu at the Nisshin
Cricket Ground at Korogi
Sports Park in Nisshin,
Aichi Prefecture. — AFP

Playing numbers
are on the rise, and the
Japan Cricket Associa-
tion (JCA) has had some
success in carving out a
tentative foothold for
the sport in and around
Tokyo.

tending his first cricket
match.

Bouncy pitch

About 300 people
turned up to watch
Japan’s opening game
on a windy weekend
morning,
most sitting on deck
chairs within earshot of
a commentator guiding
them through the basics
of the game.

Temporary stands
will be in place at the
Asian Games, taking the
capacity up to around

»

While the
continent’s star players
‘may be used to grander
surroundings, they are
unlikely to be disap-
pointed by the quality of
the pitch.

That is the respon-
sibility of Asitha
Wijayasinghe, who also
curates the pitch at the

5,000-capacity
Pallekele International

ricket Stadium in Sri
Lanka.

Adam Birss, Korogi
Sports Park’s Asian
Games operations man-
ager, says the pitch is
likely to be “bouncy”,
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Punjab CM Office denies RTI requests seeking details of Maryam's tours and ve-
hicles, luxury jet acquired by govt

NEWS DESK: The
Punjab chief minister’s
office has refused a
lawyer’s requests, made
under the right to infor-
mation law, for details of
vehicles in incumbent
provincial chief execu-
tive Maryam Nawaz’s
use, her Toreign visits
and a luxury plane ac-

quired by the Punjab
government.

The right to infor-
mation (RTI) in Pakistan
is enshrined as a funda-
mental right under Ar-
ticle 19-A of the Consti-
tution, designed to em-
power citizens with ac-
cess to government-held
information.

Lawyer Abdullah
Malik had submitted
two applications with
the Public Information
Commission (PIC) in July
last year and in Febru-
ary this year.

In his letter in July
2024, he sought the fol-
lowing details:

Expenditure under
the heads of fuel, main-
tenance of vehicles and

tours, including interna- by the CM and its total got the approval for her
tional visits mileage of travel foreign tours from the

Total number of ve- Total number of so- Ministry of Finance and
hicles and their make, cial mediateam members how many officials were
model and cast at the CM House, along  with her on her Japan

Expenditure on he-  with their salaries tour, as well as the ex-
licopter or aircraft used Whether the CM  penses incurred on that

visit

Separately, in a let-
ter in February, the law-
yer sought defails about
2 G500 jet.

The Gulfstream 19-
seater jet is estimated to

be worth between $38
million and $42m, and
aryam has face
vere criticism regarding
her government’s pur-
chase of the aircraft.
The Punjab admin-

istration had initially re-
mained tight-lipped
about the acquisition of
the aircraft, but later
claimed that it was part
of a proposed airline
project.

The lawyer received
replies to both his letters
earlier this month. Both
responses are dated
April 28. On his July re-
quest, the CM Office’s
public information of-

ficer (PIO) said: “The de-
sired information is not
held by this office.”

It also cited “legiti-
mate exception™ as a rea-
son for not sharing the
information, stating:
“The  information
sought is excepted un-
der section 13(1)(e) of
the Punjab Transpar-
ency and Right to Infor-
mation Act, 2013.”

Section 13(1)(e) of
the Act reads: “A public
information officer may
refuse an application for
access to information
where disclosure of the
information shall or is
likely to cause harm to
the life, health or safety
of any person.”

The record of the
proceedings before the
PIC, available with
Dawn, shows that the

consistently
sought adjournments
regarding the July re-
quest until the commis-
sion on April 13 gave a
strict warning of penal
consequences in case of
failure to respond.

On Malik’s request
for information regard-
ing the luxury jet, the
PIO responded: “Itis in-
formed that desired in-
formation is not held by
this office.

Punjab CM Office denies RTI requests
seeking details of Maryam's tours and
vehicles, luxury jet acquired by govt
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Jail rejects daughter's plea to meet Bushra

NEWS DESK:The su-
perintendent of Adiala
Jail has opposed a re-
quest seeking meetings
between former prime
minister Imran Khan's
wife, Bushra Bibi, and
her family members as
well as access to a per-
sonal physician, argu-
ing that such interac-
tions were being used
for political messaging
outside the prison.

In a written report
submitted to the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC), the jail superin-
tendent stated that fam-
ily meetings were fol-
lowed by public politi-
cal statements and so-
cial media activity,

which, according
to the administration,
affected prison disci-
pline and security.

The matter came
before Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir dur-
ing the hearing of a pe-
tition filed by Bushra
Bibi's  daughter,
Mubashra Maneka.

The petition
sought permission for
regular family meet-
ings, access to a pri-
vate doctor and provi-
sion of essential items.

Islamabad Advo-
cate General Naveed
Malik and Adiala Jail

Sindh announces summer
vacation for
schools from June 1-July 31

NEWS DESK:The cation and Literacy Last month,
Sindh government an- Department, govern- schools in Punjab
nounced on Wednes- ment of Sindh shall be  were advised to alter
day that summer va- observed with effect working hours or de-
cation for schools in from June 1, 2026 to clare early summer
the province would July 31, 2026 for the holidays due to exces-
begin on June 1 and academic session sive heat, which has
continue till July 31. 2026-27,” a notifica- prevailed over parts of
“In pursuance of tion issued by the the country over the
the decision taken in  Sindh education de- past few weeks.

the meeting of steer- partment said. The Punjab Disas-
ing committee on edu- At the start of this ter Mana--gement
cation, held on Febru-  week, Punjab Educa- Authority had issued
ary 12,2026, the sum- tion Minister Rana urgent directives to
mer vacation for all Sikandar Hayat an- educational
publicand private edu- nounced a three- instit-utions and district
cational institutions un- month-long summer admi-nistrations
der the administrative vacation for schools in across the province in
control of School Edu-  his province. view of a heatwave.

Superi Sajid

Baig appeared before
the court during the
proceedings.

The report submit-
ted by the jail authori-
ties specifically re-
ferred to social media
posts attributed to
Bushra Bibi's sister,
Maryam Riaz Wattoo,
claiming that tweets
were shared after fam-
ily meetings with the
former first lady.

The administration
argued that such con-
duct raised concerns
regarding prison man-
agement and security
arrangements.

Advocate General

lik informed the

court that the superin-

tendent had already de-
cided the representa-
tion regarding prison
meetings and had de-
clined to allow imme-
diate access.

However, he clari-
fied that the restriction
was not permanent and
could be reviewed later.

Counsel for the
petitioner, Salman
Akram Raja, chal-
lenged the grounds
cited by the jail authori-
ties and argued that the
denial was based on al-
leged political discus-
sions taking place out-
side the prison.

He comended_xha{I

blanket ban and was

Maryam Riaz Wattoo
had never visited Adiala
Jail and currently re-
sided abroad,

questioning how
her social media activ-
ity could be used as
Jjustification to stop a
daughter from meeting
her mother.

At this point, Jus-
tice Arbab Muhammad
Tahir directed the ad-
vocate general to ob-
tain an affidavit from
the relevant individual
regarding the matter.

The advocate gen-
eral reiterated that the
prison administration
had not imposed a

acting in line with
prison management re-
quirements.

During the hear-
ing, Superintendent
Sajid Baig informed the
court that Adiala Jail
currently housed
around 7,200 inmates
and that meeting sched-
ules were arranged
separately according to
the nature of prisoners'
offences.

He said meetings
were conducted six
days a week, from
Monday to Saturday,
under the jail manual
and the Prison Man-
agement Information
System.

Justice Tahir ob-
served that the system
appeared organised and
said the court wanted
to fully understand the
procedure before pass-
ing any order.

He stressed that
the jail administration
must strictly follow the
jail manual and ensure
fairness to all parties.

The court said it
would hear the matter
in detail before issuing
a final ruling and di-
rected authorities to
facilitate a meeting be-
tween Bushra Bibi and
her daughter whenever
possible in the mean-
time.

Pakistan will do to Kabul what it did

NEWS DESK:Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
on Wednesday warned
Afghanistan that if
Kabul failed to stop
harbouring terrorists,
Pakistan would respond
in the same way it had
against India last year.
Addressing the Na-
tional Assembly, Asif
said: “If they are not
ready, then what we did
with Delhi, we will dothe
same with Kabul.” The
minister asserted that
Afghanistan had effec-
tively become an instru-
ment of Indian policy.
“At this time, Af-
ghanistan has become
India’s proxy,” he said,
adding: “Kabul is figh
ing a Hindutva war
against us,” and that
“there is no difference
between Delhi and
Kabul at this time,” al-
though Pakistan sin-
cerely wished otherwise.
Asif said Pakistan
had repeatedly at-
tempted to engage Af-
ghanistan through dip-
lomatic channels, includ-
ing via Turkiye, Saudi
Arabia, and Qatar, but
those efforts had failed
to yield results. “In ne-
gofiations in Qatar, Af-
ghanistan agreed to ev-
erything but later re-
fused to give guaran-
tees,” he said, adding
that Kabul was willing to

-
agree verbally but not in
writing
He said Pakistan’s
primary demand was a
‘written commitment
Kabul ensuring that Af-
ghan territory would not
be used to launch attacks
against Pakistan and
that terrorists operating
there would be expelled.
“The Kabul govern-
ment is not willing to
guarantee that its terri-
tory will not be used for
attacks against Paki-
stan,” he said. “Af-
ghanistan is not willing
to expel terrorists from
its territory. Afghanistan
is not willing to stop ter-

ists either.” The minis-

to Delhi: Khawaja Asif

1 efforts

ter added that Pakistan
remained open totalks if
Kabul provided written
assurances  against
terrorism Referring toa
recent attack in Bannu,
Asif said many people
had been martyred and
that the Pakistan Army
continued to make sac-
rifices. “We are being
0 war because
s situation,” he
said, adding that follow-
ing India’s defeat last
year, New Delhi was
now acting through Af-
ghanistan.
On the diplomatic
front,  Asif  said

through a third country
were still ongoing,
though he declined to
provide further details.
“Talks are still ongoing
through a third country,
but I cannot say much
at this stage,” he said.
Pakistan remains
embroiled in ongoing
clashes with Afghani-
stan since February
2026, Operation Ghazab
Lil Haq was launched
following clashes along
the Pakistan-Afghani-
stan border, after Afghan
Taliban forces fired on
multiple locations,
prompting swift military

action by Pakistan.

The neighbouring
countries have been en-
gaged in escalating hos-
{ilities along the frontier
since then. The clashes
intensified after Afehani-
stan launched a border
offensive in response to
Pakistani air strikes tar-
geting terrorist pos
tions.

A temporary pause
in the operation was as-
sumed in deference to
Eidul Fitr and requests
from Islamic countries
such as Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, and Turkiye. The
pause, effective from
midnight on March 18-
19,2026, ran until March
23-24,2026.

However, the opera-
tion then resumed in
March and since then,
the Pakistan Army has
continued to respond to
unprovoked aggression
by the Taliban and Fitna
al-Khawari: a term used
for terrorists belonging
to the banned Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan

The defence minis-
ter also struck a cau-
tiously optimistic note
regarding domestic po-
litical alignment, saying
the Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment, which had previ-
ously been uncoopera-
tive, was now on board.




